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PROPOSED IMPROVEMENT OF THE IOWA STATE 
CAPITOL GROUNDS. 

BY EDGAR R. HBRLBN. 

It is a part of the business of the Historical Department of 
Iowa to co-operate and exchange thought with every other 
Iowa person and institution standing for true culture. I n  
that service it has exchanged courtesies wjth creators as well 
as lovers of painting, sculpture, literature, and all the other 
arts. I t  is with peculiar satisfaction and appropriateness that 
the opportunity is accepted today, of exchanging thought 
with your society as our guests. 

The Curator of the Historical Department of Iowa began 
early in his service with the Allison Memorial Commission 
(a duty conferred upon him by statute1) to confer with mem- 
bers of your profession in Des Moines and other cities, with 
a view to fully fortifying his judgment along architectural 
lines. He thus arrived for the first time a t  a full compre- 
hension of the ability of his associates on the Commission, 
and of their perception that their duty was not only to avoid 
mistake, but also to embrace a really magnificent opportunity ; 
that is, while commemorating in sculpture, Iowa's great 
statesman, the Commission could and should in the selection 
of a site lead the State from an aimless policy of random 
placement of its State buildings, out upon the broad, sensible 
ground of regular, permanent, artistic arrangement. This 
would at once be a further tribute to the memory of Senator 
Allisonknd a monument to the business ability of his gen- 
erqtion. 

The law creating the Commission provided that the me- 
morial should be placed "upon the capitol grounds or some ex- 
tension thereof." Your trained minds instantly perceive that 
however well the sculptor may say in plastic language, "This 

1. Appendix page 30. 
2. ~ppendix:  page 13. - 



6 IMPROVEMENT OF IOWA STATE CAPITOL GROUNDS. 

was one of the great American minds," our indifference as 
to where the work shall stand will say, "But it was a short 
sighted generation in which that famous statesman closed his 
fruitful life." 

And so i t  was that the chairman of this Commission, Gen. 
Grenville M. Dodge: one of the great builders of America, - 
instantly approved the scheme of having the expert committee 
of trained men which had been invited to assist in the selec- 
tion of the model, also advise upon the selection of the site. 
The National Sculpture Society, which delegated this com- 
mittee, assigned to us, as sculptor expert, Mr. Earl  Bitter', 
and as architect expert, Mr. E. L. Masqueray" But the day 
for the competition falling on the day of a previous engage- 
ment of Mr. Bitter, he yielded to Mr. Charles Grafly" head of 
the sculpture department of the Pennsylvania Society of Fine 
Arts. So in  the place of Mr. Bitter, Mr. Grafly came to Des 
Moines, and with Mr. Masqueray, Governor Carroll, General 
Dodge and the Secretary, under the provisions of the statute 
began the service of selecting the model and determining the 
site.' Membership on the Commission from the Senate and 
House had expired, and vacancies remained until the con- 
vening of the Thirty-Eth General Assembly. 

Mr. Masqueray led in  the study of the placement of the 
memorial; with your speaker he visited the Capitol and all 
the grounds, streets, and alleys within a reasonable radius. 
We consulted General Dodge, Governor Carroll8, Secretary 
of State Haywardo, State Auditor BleaklylO, State Treasurer 
Morrowu, Secretary Davison* of the Executive Council and 
many others with reference to the immediate and eventual 
need of other structures. 

We searched pertinent resolutions and bills introduced into 
the different legislatures; we read reports of departments for 

3. Appendix page 13. 
4. ~ppendix :  page 14. 
6. A ~ ~ e n d i x .  Dare 14.  
6. ~ppendix ;  page i 4 ;  
7. Appendix-Rule a s  to site for monuments, page 29. 
8. Ap~endlx.  Daae 14. 
9. Appendix; page 14. 

10. Appendjx. page 16. 
11. Appendlx page 15. 
12. ~ppendix :  page 15. 

IMPROVEMENT OF IOWA STATE CAPITOL GROUNDS. 7 

ten years or more and ascertained the present and proposed 
improvements of like nature in other states*; we examined all 
the Executive Messages, and took special notice of those of 
Governors Larrabeel', S h a g ,  Cummins", Garst1', Carroll and 
Clarke'" There is probably no better way of tracing cur- 
rents of popular thought. State pride is revealed, short- 
comings are stated and remedies suggested, limitations are 
defined and ways and means outlined. The subject of cor- 
recting and completing the Capitol equipment as a part of 
State policy is usually expressly advocated. Even a t  the time 
the removal of the capital from Iowa City and the construc- 
tion of the Capitol were bitter political issues, no Chief Execu- 
tive ever stood against providing that the future might build 
as it needed. I n  the evolution of the plan to correct and com- 
plete the Capitol grounds, this series of Executive expressions 
had tremendous effect. 

The great Soldiers and Sailors' Monument, conceived in a 
holy enthusiasm and carried out with every good intention1', 
has never been officially dedicated. I n  the published proceed- 
ings of the Iowa Department G. A. R. are found the bitterest 
complaints of the site it occupiesm. 

Special attention therefore has been given to the eventual 
appropriate treatment of our great Soldiers and Sailors' 
Monument. With grounds ideally enlarged and treated, with 
the certainty that the monument will outlast even the Capitol 
itself, the center of the viewing population upon State prop- 
erty will be eastward of the latter. The mass and height of 
the monument, the honor in  which the men and events it 
commemorates will forever be held, demand its placement a t  
the intersection of the two principal streets of the enlarged 
grounds, on the easterly axis of the Capitol. There in  the 
center of such a parade ground as would admit of appro- 

13. Appendix--Six months' record of proposed improvement8- 
page 29. 

14. Appendix. page 16. 
15. Appendix, page 16. 
16. Appendjx. page 16. 
17. Appendtx, page 16. 
18 Appendlx page 16 
l & - ~ ~ ~ e n d i ; - ~ b s t r a i t  of account of erection and placement Of 

soldiers and sailors' monument-page 21. 
20. Appendix-Surviving soldiers' sentiments in G. A. R. proceed- 

ings-page 2 4. 
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priate patriotic or military occasions, now impossible except 
in streets, with its four sides clearly visible a thousand feet 
and more, its grandeur and impressiveness would be incal- 
culably enhanced. The best thought is that this great work, 
after its ideal placement, shall be regarded as the deliberate 
artistic expression of the generation producing it and even if 
any slight deficiency of artistic merit then remain, the whole 
will be of too sacred a character to be touched by other hands. 
For the average mind will more and more revere it as &e 
sacrifice which it betokens farther and farther recedes, and 
as tradition more and more hallows the monument itself. 

Out of all this was brought a plan contemplating: 
1st. The immediate and correct placement of the Allison 

Memorial, contracted to be erected in 1915, at  a cost of $50,- 
000.00. 

2d. The eventual appropriate placement of our great Sol- 
diers and Sailors' Monument. 

3d. The eventual removal of the heating plant to the rail- 
road, relieving the State of the perpetual hauling of coal and 
ashes and saving the priceless property from the insidious 
but fatal work of gas and smoke. 

4th. Provision for an eventual office and storage room for 
the Adjutant General, which a t  present costs the State an 
annual rental of about $5,000.00. 

5th. An eventual Executive Mansion, such as has alread~: 
been provided in  Montana, Nevada, Tennessee, Texas, Vir- 
ginia, West Virginia, Nebraska and New York, and is pro- 
posed in other states. 

6th. Provision for eventuadl office buildings such as are 
proposed in California, where ornamental grounds of some 
thirty-one acres, instead of being impinged upon for a build- 
ing site, are being protected by the purchase of adjacent 
grounds at  a cost of nearly $700,000.00. Many other states 
already have or contemplate similar equipment in buildings 
other than their capitols. 

7th. Provision for an eventual Supreme Court building, 
wherein the priceless records of that tribunal, together with 






























































