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Statewide Youth Broadband Advisory Council Update

What a fantastic way to end the 2024-2025 year!

We held our final in-person SYBAC meeting at our office before heading to the Capitol
Building for an amazing tour. The students received a warm welcome, met their state
representatives, visited the House of Representatives and went down to the floor,
where they even snapped a memorable photo at the House chair!

After the tour, they enjoyed lunch with ICN Leadership and had a great discussion
about tech and the future. We then explored our BRIC, where students learned about
ICN's crucial role in Iowa's infrastructure, sparking engaging discussions about our
network operations.

We wrapped up the day with a visit to the Lightedge datacenter, touring the facilities
and learning about their operations. This was a wonderful way to celebrate SYBAC's
10th anniversary, and we look forward to what’s next. If you would like to read more
about our day, check out this article on our website.

Have Your Students Apply Now!

We are seeking high school students in grades 10-12 to
become part of our council for the 2025-2026 school year!
If you know any students who are enthusiastic about
technology and considering a career in the tech field,
please encourage them to apply. This is a wonderful
chance for them to network with industry experts, ask
questions, and explore the various career paths available
in Iowa.

https://icn.iowa.gov/news/2025-04-10/sybac-applications-are-now-open?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Apply here:

Student Membership Application

Teacher Recommendation Form

Upcoming Events
The upcoming Security Exchange Session is just around the corner. These sessions
aim to give participants crucial knowledge, helping them explore different strategies
and tools. By joining in, you'll greatly enhance your understanding of cyber security,
sharpen your skills, and improve your practices, all with the support of our expert
Cybersecurity Architect.

Register to attend the next
Security Exchange Session:

June 11 from 10 AM - 11 AM
Baselining A

Windows System

August 13 from 10 AM - 11 AM
Building an Enterprise Wide

Application Inventory

Register Today!

HIGHLIGHTED SERVICE

Connect to the Cloud
 
Our Cloud Connect service is perfect for educational institutions, providing a direct link
that ensures a safe, secure, and private network. This configuration effectively
separates cloud resources from the public Internet and other users. Furthermore, our
service features low latency dedicated bandwidth and the ability to scale according to

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScGhT_ZWA19hOOvqN_wkia7mhS6VI3Vg3xtBOB95-j6eNjdnA/viewform?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc_-bwqL20RV9jHEXNHFAvzD5nUgGVh0NuRVANPVBAH2YF3cw/viewform?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSe-i9N1AYwXTjhWmgS03KICNlR1OtZI5Z1ubGhr19Hf4qpzRQ%2Fviewform%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01000194e0e9c7cb-48ebc03f-ecf8-4be9-a7ff-387bc9f57eb1-000000/nnNW_glH06Pa63hXS_AH6XwbBDJTJpLwEYxFevfF7rA=391


service features low latency, dedicated bandwidth, and the ability to scale according to
the requirements of schools of all sizes, from kindergarten to college.

Find Out More!

Internet2's Presidential Primary Sources Project

The 2025 Webinar series may be over, but there's still plenty to explore!

The Internet2 PPSP program offers a fantastic collection of archived webinars that you
and your students can check out as the year comes to a close. Discover insights about
Lincoln's Lasting Words or dive into the American Frontier. Click the button below to
visit their YouTube page and catch some of their webinars.

Iowa Communications Network (ICN) is Iowa’s only authorized Research & Education
Network giving our education customers exclusive access to Internet2 services.

Check Out the Webinars

FREE Coding Resource for Your Class
REAL PYTHON
Turbocharge Your Python Learning with In-Depth Tutorials, Real-World Examples, and
Expert Guidance.

https://icn.iowa.gov/services/cloud-connect?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vaW50ZXJuZXQyLmVkdS8_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMDkxMS44MjQyNTI1MSJ9.N1o4mjFaDHExGk-Oe2wXcmK-hjjiu_81kAfmtnaQYzE/s/567890852/br/225672303873-l?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLwmHKJQ93_UQK7eat4R8ZHLTdBe_OFSsn&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Python may not be the newest programming language, but it's making a comeback!
This website offers various learning options for all types of learners. You can watch

step-by-step video tutorials, take quizzes to assess your knowledge, attend office hours
for assistance, and use a "Code Mentor" feature for instant feedback and personalized

learning tips. Plus, you can sign up for a free email series that delivers Python tips
straight to your inbox.

 

Try it Out!

What's Happening in Ed Tech?

The Congressional App Challenge team is thrilled to welcome the new co-chairs,
both of whom are deeply committed to expanding STEM accessibility and
education nationwide.

The Congressional App Challenge is a nonpartisan, congressional initiative to spark
student interest in coding across the U.S. The Challenge has dramatically expanded
congressional discourse on computer science and coding—by 2,000%—while reaching
384 representatives who hosted a Challenge in their district last year.

In 2024 alone, the Challenge set new records, with over 12,000 students participating
and more than 3,900 apps submitted from all 50 states. The Challenge’s continued
growth highlights its role in bridging tech policy and STEM education, inspiring students
to solve real-world problems through technology.
 
The Congressional App Challenge is the most prestigious prize in student computer
science. Participation in the challenge has grown exponentially and has reached
underserved, diverse, and rural student populations.

Read More

https://realpython.com/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.congressionalappchallenge.us/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Five ways to protect university data from cybersecurity threats
Ed Scoop
By Tirumala Rao Chimpiri

Institutions are making strides in cloud computing, transforming campus operations,
student services and administrative efficiency. From streamlining admissions and
financial aid to automating payroll and faculty management, these digital
advancements are reducing paperwork and improving accuracy.
 
However, as universities move more data to the cloud, such as to cloud enterprise
resource planning systems, cybersecurity concerns are growing due to the rising
frequency of attacks. Universities store vast amounts of personal data, financial
records and research, making them prime targets for cyber threats like data breaches,
ransomware and unauthorized access.
 
To protect this critical data, universities must implement robust cybersecurity measures.
Strengthening cloud defenses is no longer optional, but a necessity...
 

Read More

https://edscoop.com/university-data-protect-cybersecurity-2025/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


CoSN2025: K–12 Leaders Ignite Changes Across Districts and States
Ed Tech: Focus on K-12
By Rebecca Torchia

Technology directors and superintendents shared anecdotes and advice on how to lean
into digital transformation.

As technology evolves, it’s important for schools to adapt to and integrate necessary
changes. While artificial intelligence reigns as one of the most overt and exponential
examples of digital transformation, there have also been changes in cybersecurity,
connectivity and devices.

K–12 IT leaders at CoSN 2025 in Seattle stepped up to talk about the ways they’re
handling, and even pioneering, changes in their school districts. Two IT leaders from
the state, Clifton Dancy, director of information services and transportation coordinator
for Derry Cooperative School District, and Josh Olstad, IT director at Oyster River
Cooperative School District, spoke at CoSN 2025 about how they overcame challenges
related to implementing technology initiatives in this environment...

Read More

More Than a Newsletter
Do you want to know more about us and what we do?

Feel free to explore our previous newsletter editions and subscribe for future
updates, where you can find more of the great content provided by the ICN.

About the Iowa Communications Network 
The ICN is a state-of-the-art fiber optic network providing broadband and telecommunications

services to its authorized users including high-speed Internet, data, voice, security, and consulting
services. The authorized users of the ICN include: K-12 schools, higher education, hospitals and

clinics, state and federal government, public safety, National Guard armories, & libraries.
 

Contact Us
Iowa Communications Network

Phone (515) 725-4692
Toll Free: (877) 426-4692

https://edtechmagazine.com/k12/article/2025/04/cosn2025-k-12-leaders-ignite-changes-across-districts-and-states?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://icn.iowa.gov/news/newsletters?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

