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IOWA SCENIC BYWAYS PROGRAM 

The llowa scenic byway rout,es exIist l 'o, 1Provide llo:wans and v1isito1rs a 
p,leasura1ble· ddving1 exp,erience that' is unusuallly sc,eni•c and has 
i1nteresting lla1ndscap,es. 

The intent of the 19,88 pIr,ograIm was to identify, p1rotect, and e1nha1nce 
r•oadways aInd assets which exempHfi,ed the staIl 'e's scenic q1ualities 
a 1ndl historic resources. 

IProgra1m Fram1eworlk O'f 1988 Iowa lle,gisllatio1n a1nd adlmiinistrative code 
• Iowa 0,01 is dir,ected t•o ,evaluate, designate, and 1Provide signs for 

rec,o,gnizedl low•a Byways 

• Local volunle,er work ,and cooperarlio,n between citize,ns .. 
organiz,ations, 11,ocal g1ov,ernments, ,and 'lhe lowa1 1D01 

• Eco1nomic develo1pment· and touris1m eff,orts ar•e INOl a1ssig1nedl to the 
Iowa 0,01 
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DESIGNATIONS (Scenic, Heritage) IN IOWA 

There are 14 designated byways in lo,wa. 

Nalironal Scenic Byways (3): Loess Hillis, Iowa Greart River Road, Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway 

All-American Road Byway (1 ): Iowa Great River Road .........., 
•~•l'l4~ 
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Recent National Scenic Byway Program (FHWA) 
Designations in Iowa 

All-American 
Road 

Nattonal 
Scenic Byway 

2021: The US DOT approved 49 designations to the America 1s Byways® 
collection, including 15 All-American Roads and 34 National Scenic Byways in 
28 slates. 

IB ,YWAYS• 
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SIGNING BRANDING DEVELOPMENT SUSTAINABILITY 

All 14 byways signed Iowa Byways™ Brand 2018 - 2.025 Phase IV: 2017 - 2025 

. Preserve /update 

Solidify Corridor Management 
. Legal trademark fiscal/managing Plan (CMP) 

• Design protection and organization development and 
licensing implementation 

• Plans Complete the . Media content of the Corridor . Implement 

Purchase 
Iowa byways on a Management Plan Interpretative Master 

• website hosted by (CMP) Plan (IMP) items 
Travel Iowa 

• Installation Complete an . Keep local 
. Some design and Interpretative Mader organizations/efforts 

• Maintenance 
printing, as in-kind at Plan (IMP) strong 
the Iowa DOT 

Develop the brand . Cultivate support from 
• Replacement . Printing the byways• partner agencies 

Traver Guide (in-house) Complete sign 
inventory . Complete sign 

inventory 
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IOWA BYWAYS: DEVELOPMENT & SUSTAINABILITY 

DEVELOPMENT 

The byways receiving 
Development funding are 
managed by various managing 
o:rga nizafions. 

Covered Bridges Sceni'c Byway 
• Managed by the Madison 

County Chamber of Commerce 
& Covered Bridges Scenic 
Byway, Inc. 

While Pole Road Sceni:c Byway 
• Managed by the White Pole 

Road Development Corporati:on 

Jefferson Highway Heritage Byway 
• Cui111ently, no managing 

orga nizalio1n 

IA Mississippi River 
Parkway Commission 

(MRPC) 

*Manages ·the Iowa Great River Road 

*1Participates in program, but has 
separate $40,000 legislative 
appropriation and doesn't receive 
additional funding through the IA DOT 
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SUSTAINABILITY 

The byway:a receivi'ng Sustainability 
f~.mding are managed by vaniovs 
Resouirce and Cons-ervation & 
Development (RC&D) organizations. 

Northeast IA RC&D 
• Delawa1re Cros$ing Scenic Bywary 
• Driftleu Area Scenic Byway 
• Grant Wood Scenic Byway 
• River Bluffs Scenic Byway 

Golden Hi lls RC&D 
• G llacial Trail Scenic Byway 
• Loess Hills National! Scenic Byway 
• Wedem Skies Scenic Byway 

Pra·rie Riven RC&D 
• Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway 
• IA Valley Scenic Byway 

Pathfinders RC&.D 
Hi:afori:c Hills. Scenic Byway 
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PARTNER AGENCIES 

Iowa Econ,omlc 
Developmellf AIJ1lhotity 

Iowa Tourism Office 

Provides grants and 
support 
Hosts Travel Iowa 
webpages & the 
Passport app: 
www.iowab~al(s.org 

Provides economic 
information to 
byways 
Supports marketing 
partnerships 
Hosts the annual, 
Tourism Conference 
Participates in 
byway evaluations 

Iowa Dept. of CuHural Affairs 

IDCA 

• Provides grants and 
consultation 
support 

• Hosts Iowa Culture 
app: 

I www.iowac111ltureaee-c0m 

I 
• Participates in 

byway evaluations 
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Iowa Dept. of Natural Resources other Partner Organizations 

IA DNR Non-State Organizations 

Provides grants and Resource • 
Conservation & support 
Development (RC&Ds) 

• Webpage: Local governments, 

www.iowadnr.gov byway boards 

• Responsible for the 
MPOa, RPAs 

Parks to People County Conservation 

Program Boarda (CCB) 

Byways of IA 
• Provides support for Foundation (BIF) 

scenic easement 
Travel Federation of acquisition 
Iowa 

• Participates in byway Chambera of 

evaluations Commerce 



Tourism in Iowa has an impact on the economy.  
These tourism statistics have been provided from 
Tourism Economics through the Iowa Tourism 
Office.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/TOURISM IN IOWA 

VISITOR SPENDING 

Visitor spending increased $351 million (5.1 %) in 2023. Overall, visitors to Iowa spent S7.3 
billion in 2023. 

~ $7.3 BILLION 
Visitor Spend ing in Iowa in 2023 

TOTAL ECONOMIC IMPACT 

The S7.3 bill ion spent by visitors generated Sl 0.9 bill ion in tota l business sa les, susta ined 

70,954 jobs, and generated Sl .1 bill ion in state and local tax revenues. 

©o -fl .... ~ 1iiit 
$10.9B 70,954 $1.1B 

To ta l Tota l St ate & Loca l 
Econo m ic Jobs Taxes 

Impact Genera ted Generated 

I WA I DOT 

$7.3 BILLION 
Vis itor Spend ing in 2023 

Source: Tourism Economics 

Lodging includes spending on second homes. 

Transportation spend ing includes both ground 
and air transportation. 
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NATIONAL SCENIC BYWAY PROGRAM (FHWA) GRANTS [1991-2024] 

1991: Established under the lntermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency 
Act that provided S74.3 miHion in discretionary graints 

1998: The Transportation Equity Act for the 21 st Century {TEA-21) authorized 
$148 million for technical assistance & NSB grants. 

2005-2012: The S,afe,. Accounlo ble,. Flexibl•et a1nd Efficient Transportation 
Equiity Act - (SAFETEA-ILU) authorized S 75 million for technical assistance 
and grants to States and Indian Tribes. 

2021: The Dept .. O'I TransportaHon Approprialions Acl appropriated S16 
million for the NS BP. 

2022: The Consolida1ted A1pprop,riations Act appropriated S6 million for 
grants and technical! assistance to States or Indian Tribes 

2023: The Consolida1ted A1Ppropriations Act appropriated S20 miillion for 
NSBP. 

2024: The Consolida1ted AIPpropriations Act appropriated 7.5 million for 
NSBP Grants and Technical Assistance. 



Year Number of Projects Funding Amount
1993 4 $303,224

1994 1 $19,600

1996 1 $130,000

2000 1 $60,000

2001 3 $107,918

2002 3 $778,376

2003 5 $795,906

2004 4 $252,000

2005 6 $7,740,945

2006 9 $694,766

2007 9 $1,079,851

2008 7 $1,164,983

2009 6 $1,916,927

2010 3 $771,680

2011 3 $1,525,000

2012 6 $4,085,316

2022 2 $1,786,004

Total 69 $23,212,496

Completed projects include:  Corridor Management Plans, signage, constructing 
Interpretative & Tourism Centers, interpretative item implementation, riverfront access, training, 
observation deck, overlook  
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NATIONAL SCENIC BYWAY PROGRAM PROJECTS IN IOWA 



Questions? 

Emily Whaley 

515-239-1629 

,emmlly.whaley@i1owadot.us 

i1,owadot.gov 

l11owa Dep,artment of Transporta ion 

@iowa1dot o @iowado 

I WA I DOT 
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