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PREFACE. 

That the Teachers of Iowa should have a knowledge of the Consti­

tution of their own State is conceded. 

This fact has been recognized by the State Superintendent, and pro­

vided for in his Course of Study for Normal Institutes; and the part of 

said course of study relating to the constitution of the State is ap­

pended. The County Superintendents' Convention, recently in session 

in Des Moines, unanimously adopted a resolution providing for the 

publication of the State Constitution, and subscribed for a sufficient 

number to supply their teachers. In compliance with said resolution, 

and recognizing the fact that our constitution is inaccessible to the 

great body of teachers and people, we have undertaken to supply 

this general want by this publication. 

County Superintendents and Institute Conductors supplied on lib­

eral termfl. 
Address, 

REDHEAD & WELLSLAGER, 
Des Moines, Iowa 
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I. A Complete Series . The Eclectic Series embraces :i, full line of T,·xt­
Books rn the branches of t; tucly u~nally taug!tll' in ~chools and Colleges. 

II. A Prol'/ical Suies. Tlle ,\ntl,,;rs arc Te::wbers of ackno\Yledge,1 ahi _; y 
an,l of large and varied experience. The .Book~ Rtand the test of tht~ 
class-room, as shown by their long continued use wh ere adopted. 

III. A Prcarasice 8erirP. It embodies the latest reliable scientific data an,l 
the uiost ai,proved methods of teaching. 

I Y . A Po7111/((r F.'aies. It is more 11·idely recommended by promin ent edn­
eator,; :rnd more extensively introduced and useJ lhan any otlier serie­
in America. 

Y. .An Art i.stic anrl Dur-u'1lc 81:'ics. In the mmmfacture of th ese Book" tl,~· 
);est rn:,te r ial :md tile most skiliecl artists in t.he various depar,U1en tc' 
of the work artJ employed , inrnri11g tho·rough e.-cellence in ali illt'­

CL anical feature;,. 

VT. A Cheap Series. The long experience of the Publishers in the nrnnn­
faeture-,wu pub!ieation of :::chool 'l'ext-Buoh, exclusi 1·ely, and the ,,.-:c1E' 
int roLluction and use of the EcLEc:Trc SERIES enable them to offer their 
list~ at the Lo w1cFr Pmci;-;, 
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S:Ec. 3. The General .A·,9e"lbly sli:ill m:i.kc no law re. pecting an 

esta1llishment of religion, or prohiLiting the frc- e exercise ,hereof; nor 

slrnJl any person be compelled to ntte c1 uny place of ,,·c,rsh ip, pay 

tithes, taxes, or other rates, for ,uilding or rq•r.iring pla-J·-1 of ·woTSbip, 

or t he maintenanc or a:1y minister or mini:,L·y. 

SEc. -! . No religious test sliall be rcq 11' 1 ,.d ::s a quali tication for 
any office of public trnst, an d no person sbal: be deprivc(1 of any of h is 

rig htR, privileges or Cl>pacitie'l , or di sqn:i. lif'.:::d fro m the perfo rmance of 

any of his pnhlie or priv:i.te duties, or rcm1en,d incompetent to give 

eY ic1ence in any court of law nr ,, ,_luity, in co11requence of hi,; op inions 

on the subject (>f religion; and any pi,:·ty t o any j ndici :11 proeeeding 

sb:111 have the righ t to use as r, witnes,1, or take the teKtiawny of, any 

other person, not disqn:tl ified on accouut of :,,terest, who may be cog­

nizant of any fac t m 2.te :fal to the case ; and parties to rnits may be 

witnesseA, as provided by hw. 
SEc. 5 . Any citizen of t his S tate ·who may here'.tfter he engaged, 

either direc tly or indirectly, iu a d ncl, cith,r as principa l or accetsory 

be-fore the fact , shall forever be d isqualifietl from holding any offic e 

unLler t he constitution and ht1\·s of this S!.~,te. 
Sm::. 6 . All laws of a ge~eral nature sl ,t l lia,ve a uniform opcn:ct.ion ; 

the G2neral A,;scmbly shall not g rant to :-tny ci tizen or c la~s of citizens, 

privibges or imnrnnitie~, which upon the s,,mo terms shaWnot equally 

belong to all citizen~. 

SEc . 7. Every person m'..ty spe:i,k, write ancl publish l1 is sentiments 

on all subjects, being res:)on~ihle fo1· the abuse of that rig hr. N o law 
shall be paFse<l to Testrain ~r abridg,3 the l ibe rty of 1<pce<}1, o r of the 
press. In all prosecutions or indictment~ fo r libel, tho 'lmth may be 
given in evidence t o the jury, 'l:1d if it Ui•l'ear t o the jury t hat the 

m atter cb:wg:c, as libelous w n~ true, an,l was p ublishl'•l with good 

motives a .d for jnstifo:.ble ends, the party slrnll be ac(pitte,1 . 

SEC. 8. The right of the people to be secure in thlr pernorn,, 

bon ~es, paper~ and effeets, against unreasonaLlc sei,rnres :-rn1 searches 

· ::;h all not be violated; anc1 no v,·:i.rrant shali i:,,rne bu.t on probable causl', 

supported by oath or affirmation, particula.rly descl'ibin g the place to be 

searched, an d the person s and thing,, to be seized. 

SEc. 9. The right of trial h y jury shall rem::Iin inviolate; but the 

General Assembly may auth orize trif,l by ajury of a lt~s number tl1an 

t welve men in inferior eonrts; hut no person ~hall be deiJrivcd of l ife, 

liberty, or proper ty, without due pro~<2 ss of law. 

::.iEc, 10 , In all criminal pi'Osecntione, a:1d in cases imohin6 the 



OONSTITUTJON OF ro,v A. 

\VE, TIIE P EOPLE OF TTTB STATE OF IowA, gratefol to tho Supreme 
Doin!:: for tho blessings :1itherto onj0yed, and feeling our depenclenee 
on Him for a contin uation of tho~o h!essi ngR, do ordain and establi~!1 

a fre 'l anrl ind ependent govern ment, by tl1 e name of tho STATE OF 

Io\\·.,, the houndar~es '.vhoreof shall be as follows : 

Deginning in th e middle: of the main channel of the Mississippi river, 
:1t a point d ue cast of t 110 mitld lo of tbe mouth of the main channel 

of thi Des l\lnines river; thence np the midllle of the main channel 
of t1w flaid D ef' ::\Ioiue. river, to a point on Raill river where the 
northern boundary li.rn of tho SL:.ite of JUis«ouri-as established by 

the CoEstitution of t h:it St:ite, al1opted ,Tune 12th, 182O- -crosses the 
sai(1 mi,1dle of the main cl1annel of the said D es l\Ioirn~s river; 
tli e·1ce westwardly alo1 g the fl:tid northern boundary line of the 

S tate of Missouri ns eR·!abli,,hed at the time aforesaid, until an ex­
ten ion of s::tid line int,:rsects the middlc·of t ltc main channel of the 

Uissouri r iver; thence np tli e middle of the main channel of the 
Raid Mi:mmri river to a point opposi te the mid<lle of the main chan­

nel of tlie B ig Sioux river, according to Nicollett's map ; thence up 
the mai I channel of t11e said Big Sioux river, according to the said 

ma p, until it is inter~ected by the p:mtllcl of forty-three degrees and 

thirty minutes nor tl1 lati tnde ; theuec east along said pr!rallol of 
fo rty-three degrees aud thirty minutr>s, until said parallel intc1·sccts 

the middle of the main channel of the Mississippi river; thence 
(1own the middle of the rn:tin chanDel of the said Mississippi riYer 

to the place of beg:nning. 

ARTICLE I.-BILL OF RIGHTS. 

S!i:CTIOX 1. All men are, hy nature, free and e()_ual, and have eer­
t ::tin inalienable rightR, among which ar0 those of enjoying and de­

fending life and liberty, acqniring, poRi-eBsing, and protecting property, 
and pnr~uing and obtaining safety and h,1.ppiIH'SR. 

SEC. 2. All politicn,l power is inherent in the people. Govemment 

is instituted foi· the prot ction, seeurity, and benefi t of tho people, and 
they h:we the right, at all times, to alter or reform the same, whenever 

the pu11lic good may require it. 
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hfo or libeny of :m in,1ivitiual, the accnRec1 shall have a right to a 
i;p ce<ly :end pnblic trial by :.1,n impartial jury; to be informed of the ac­
cn:-:~,tiun ag-ainst lJi111; to h:we a copy of the ~:tine ,rhen detL1andccl; to 

li e confro111.,"cl with the witnes~es ::tgainst bim ; to have compulrnry 
proc·.ess for Lis witnesses; 1-ilrl to hare the :,,,-,,.is"tanee of coun sel. 

ti Ee. 11. All offenses 11.)Sti than felony, :,n,1 in which the punish­

munt doe~ not cxecc(l :~ ti1k of one lnrndred dollars, o r impri;;omuent 
for thirty (bys, ::iliall be t rir"d summarily ·)efo re a Justice of the P,:ftce, 
or other oHicer authorized Ly law, on information under oath, without 
imEdrncui, or the iutcn-ention of a grand jury, f,aving to the c1efcm1::mt 

the riglit of rippeal; and no l'crnon shall he held to answer for any 
higher crimi:.i:tl offcn~c, nnk;;s on presentment or indictment by a grand 

.iury, except in c:ises :tri.-Ji:1g in the army m· navy, or in the militia, 
when i11 actti,tl ser :iee, in ti me of wa.r or public Ja,n_ger. 

S:i:;c. L!. No person ~hail, at'ter acquitt:Ll, l ,e t rie,l for the s~me of­

fense_ AE pursonR shall', before co1n-iction, be bailable by snfii.cient 

sureties, except :'or capital offenses, w here the proof is eviden t, or the 
prcsu m pti.,:--1: g 1·t•fl,t. 

S.1w. 1:,. T!rn writ of h:,:1eas corpus sh dl not be st~Bpcndcd , or r e­

fused when r,ppli{:ation is m,Ldc as required by law, unless in case of 

rcbdliuu o,.· in,·asion , the p.d.1lic safety may require it. 
SEc. H. 'i\1e military i;itall be SLtbonEPale to the civil power. No 

s tan<li!i g army r,hall he kept i;p hy the State in t ime of peace ; and in 

time of V,:l1·, 110 np1Jrop1iation for a standing army shall be for a louger 
time tkm two yearn_ 

SEc. Li. No soldi<'r shall, in time uf peace, be quarten,d in any 

house without. the consent of the owner, nor in time of war except in 

the manner prescribed by hw. 
S:i,:c. Hi. Treason against the State s}mll consist only in le ·ying 

war ag:1i;1st iL, adherillg to it,: encrnie~, or giving them aid and con:fort. 
N o person i-h:ili be con \"icted of trea::;on, nnleos on the evide11ce of two 

witnesses to ,he same overt af't, 0r confession in open court. 

SEc. 17. Excessive b:.il ,,hall r. ot lrn 1·cquired; excessive fines shall 

not be ii-_,po;;cil , and cruel an(l unusual punisLment shall not be inflicted . 

SEc. 1 S. P rivate property shall not be taken for public use without 

ju~t cuml'un:,J,tion fin,t bt:ing made, or seeured to be made, to the 
owner thereof, as 1>0011 as the damag,,:; RhaU be a,Rcrned by a jury, who 

r,hall nut take into con idrration any advantages that may result to mid 

owner on account of the irnproYerne:t:! t f r which it is taken. 

S:r,:c. 19. No per.-on shail be imprisoned for debt in any civil action, 
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on mc,;n e or final p rocost-, unless in case of frrmd; and no pei:~ on shall 
he imprii,;one<l fo r a militr,ry fi ne in time of peace. 

SEc. 20. Tho people have the right freely to asse mble tog Ll1.her to 
counsel for 1he common good; to make known their opinions to their 
l'l'prescntativeb, and to p<Jtitiou for a retlress of grievoancu. 

S.Ec. 21. No lJill of attaiLHler, ex-posUaeto bw, or law impai1ing 
the ouligation of contracts, shall ever oe p:, ssod.. 

S1:c. 22. Foreigners who al'e, or may hereafter become resiL1 ents of 

this State, sh all enjoy the same rights in respect to the possession , en­
ioyment, and desee11t of property, as native born citizens. 

SEc. 23. T here shall be no Rlavery in thiH State; nor slrnll thor8 be 
inYolnutary servii11de, uules;.; for the JJUnic, h,ncnt of 01 inrn. 

S1w. 24. Ko lea~e or grant of agricultural la:1dc, rc:::erviug any rent 
or seHice of any kind, shall be valid f r a longm· period than twenty 
yca1·s. 

SEc. 2i:i. Tlw enumeration of rights shall not be construed to im­

pair or deny others, rn taiued l>y t ho people. 

ARTICLE II.-RTGHT OF ~: UFFnAGE. 

SEC. 1. Ever:, 11;hit,;'~ male citizen of the U nitecl States, of the age 

of t wenty-one years, who shall have been a resident of tl1i8 State six 

months next preceding the election, and of tLe county in wl1ic}1 he 

cbims his vote, eixty d,iys, shall he entitled to vote at al l eh>otionH 
which are now or hereafter nrny be authori ze,1 by law. 

S1,;c. 2. 1£lectors shall, iu ctll easel:! e, ·cept tr1:ason, folony, or l;reach 

of the peace, be priYileged from arrest on the d ays of election, during 

their attendance at Ptrnh elcctionf!, going to :u1d re turniug therefrom. 
SEc. 3. No elector sl1all he obliged to perform military duty on the 

day of election, except i11 time of war or publ ic dange r. 
SEc. 4. N o person in the military, naval, 01· marine service of tho 

U·1itod States shall be considered a resident of tl1is State by being 

n:1tioncd in an y garrirc;on, L:.trrack, or miliLtry or naval place or station 

with in this Slate. 
SEC. 5. No idiot or immne person, or pernon convictl1-t of any 

infamous crime, sktll be entit.led to the privilege of an elector. 

SEc. U. All elections by the reople shall be by ballot. 

*i'::,tricken ont Uy a voLt) of the reoplc at the ge:1on.t l electiou held Ko v. 3d, l OG::;. 
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ARTICLE IJI .-OF THE DISTRIJ3UTlO~ OF P OWERS. 

SECTION 1. The powers of the go,ernrncnt of Iowa shall be dividet1 

into three separate dcparimu1ts: The Legisbtive, the Exe<.:utive and the 

J udieial; and no person chargea with the exercise of pow en properly 

helongi ng to one of these departments shall exe rcise any f unction 

appertaining tu either of the others , e:rnept in cases hereinaftc:r ex­

pressly directed or permitted. 

LEGISL'..TIYE DEi' .A.RT.:\IE~:r. 

SECTION 1. The Legislati ve authori ty of this State shall be vestell 

,n a G-,meral Ar- tlembly, which shall consi"t of a Senate and Honse of 

HeprGFcmtativeR; and the style of every law sh all be: "Ee it encteted 

b.'/ the General .A.;.,embl!J of t!te State of Io1-:·a." 
SEc. 2. T he sessions of the General Asse ,nbly shall be biennial , 

and shall commence on the ;;econd Monday in January next ensui11 g 

tho election of its members; unless the Govd·nor of t ) ie State shall, in 

the meantime, convene the General Assembly by procbmation. 

SEc. 3. T he members of the House of Representatives shall be 

cliosen every secon d yein, by the <1ualifim1 clect,ors of their respoctiv•J 

distric ts, on the f-\euoncl T uesday in October, except the years of th<:! 

Presidential election , when the cieutioa shall be on the Tuesday nex: 

after the first Monday in November; and their term of otiice shall com­

mence on the first d:1,y of January next after their election, ~ind con­

tinue two years, and until their successors are elected and quaEfiecl. 

SEc. 4. No person shall be a member of the House of Representa­

tives who shall not have attained the age of twenty-one years, be a 

free white male citizen of the United States, and sha'.I ha\·e been an 

inhabitant of this State one year next preceding his election, and at 

the time of his election shall have had an actual residence of sixty 

Llays in the county or district he may have been chosen to represen t . 

S:i,:c. 5. Senators shall be chosen fo r the term of fou r years, at tb e 

~ame tiwe and place as RepresenU1tives ; they shall be twen ty-five years 

of age, and possess the qnali!ications of Representative;; as to resid.en0e 

and cicizensbip. 

S1,c. 6 . The number of Sonatorn sball not be less th an one-thir..l 

nor rnore than or,e-lrnlf the H.epre:➔ entative b ody; and shall be so class­

ified by lot, that one class being •,s nearly one-haif as possible, shall 

be elected every t wo years. 1Yhen the number of Sei:ators is increase,1, 

they shall be annexed by lot to one or the other of the two classes, so 

as to keep them as nearly equal in numbers as practicable. 
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"r:,. 7. Each House shall ehooRe its own ofiieers , an d jndgo of the 
•1n:1litit;ation, election and retl,rn of it~ ow1: member.,. A contested 

el cdion ,;hall be determinerl in ic;1H,h manner as shall be llil'ected by law. 

SE,'. S. A rn~jority of each House shall consti.tntc a s11orum to 

tran,,:1ct business; lrn1 a r-mnllcr mrn1ber may adjourn from llay to day, 

an(: m ,y coml-'el tho a1temhnce of ahsent m embers i11 sncb manner 

ana und er :melt penalties a f1 e:1eh Hon:'lo may provirle. 

S1-:c. 0. Each H ouse shall sit npnn its own adjoc;mmentE-, keep a 

journal of its proccet1ingR, aml publish tho same; determine its rnles 

of pro<:ce11ing~, pnni:J1 members for disorderly LchaYior, and, witli 

the c-,msont 0f two-tl1irds, expel a member, Lut not a 1,econd time for 
t lte ,:ame offense; a1Hl ,;hall h:>vo all other powers necessary for n 

1wa11ch of tbe Genc,ral Asscml1!y of a free and inr1ependent Strite. 

S.1i:c. 10. Every rnemlwr of tbe General A ssembly ~hali have the 

liberty to disFent from or JJ1·otest ag,1.in~t any act or resoln ;ion which 

1:e may think illjurions to the public or nn individual, aml have the 

re,~;,nns for h iE d issent ,2ntcrecl on the _journals; and tlie yeas and nay~ 

of t he m embern of either House, on any que:s fon, 5hall , at tho desire 

of any two memberR pre1;ent, be entered on the journals. 

S.Et. 11. Senators a nd Reprcsent:itives, in all cnseo, excPpt treason, 

felony, or breach of the peace, shall be privileged from arrest dnring 

the """"ion of the General Assembiy, and iu going to and returning 
r1,c,m tho same. 

SEC. 12. 'iYhon v:1cancies occur in either IIorn,e, the Governor, or 

:he person exercis ing th e functions of G-overnor, shall issue writs of 
cl.ection to fill s uch vacancies. 

;)EC. 13 . The doors of each House sh aJl be open, except on snch 

ocun~ions a~, in the opinion of the House, lllay require secrecy. 

S.!!.c. 1 1. Neither House shall, without the coment of the other, ad­

jonru fo1· more than three day:;, nor to any other place than that ir.. 

wl1ir:h They may be Ritting. 

:::Ee. 1-5. Bills may origill::t1 e in either House, and may he amended, 

,lltercc1 or rejected by the other; an d eyery bill havi1tg passed both 

Hon~es, shall be signed by the Speaker aml Pn oident of their respect­

i , e liouRes. 

SEc. l G. Every bill which shall haYe 1,assed the General Assem­

<cl y ~hall , before it becomes a law, be presented to tho Governor. I-f 

i,c :-ipprove, he shall sign it; b nt if not, he shall return it, with his 

ol,jeutions, to the House in which it originated , which ~hall enter the 

5,1rne npon their journal, and proceed to reconsider it ; if, after such 
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reconsidcr:1tion, it a_g;ain pass bo~h Houses, hy yeas and nap, by & m::i­
jority of t wo-thirds of the members of each House, it shall become a 
b w, notwithst:mding the Governor'~ ob_jections. If any b:li ,.Jrn.ll not 
be rett:rncL1 witi 1in t hree <l :1yR after it sktll hav been presP !1 te <l. to bim, 
(Sund <: y C);eepted ,) the H'lmc r;hall be a l~ w in like mr1111rnr a~ if }!e had 

sign erl it, nule~s the General AssP:nbly, by adjOl n1ment, pre.-ent such 
retnrn. Any bill submitted to tLe Governo;· for his approYal dnring 
the h st three days of a ftc?RRion of the Gt"ner:.tl A~RemLiy, ~h a!l be de­
posit<•t1 hy bim in the otHcc of tho Secreta1-y of State within thirty 
(tays rJt,-r tho ac';jo11rnm011t, with l1is approval, if approved 1;y him, and 

with hiR objections if he d isapproYes thereof. 
S i:<·. 17. No bill ~hall be pas~.ed unl ess by the :issent of a mr,_jority 

of dl the me mbers elected to each branch of the General Assembly, 

and the q11estion upon the final pa~sage shall he taken immediately 

up cm it~ lf.st reading, and the yea, and nays entered upon the journal. 
ti r:o . 18. A n accmate statement of the receipts and expendi tures of 

the public money shail be attached to and published with the laws at 

every ;-e~ ular session of the General A ssembly. 
Sr2c. HJ. The H ouse of RepreRcntatives shall have the sole po wer 

of i.1npcachment, and all i:11peachments shall he tried by the Sen ate. 

\Vh i,n sittiug for that purpose, foe Senators sl1all be upon oath or 

affirmation; .1nd no person shnll be convicted without the concmTence 

of two-thirJ,J of th e members pre.-ent. 
SEc. 20. T he Governor, Judges of the Supreme and D istrict Courts , 

nnc1 other State ofiiccrs, shall be liable to impeachment for any misde­

meanor or malfcasanc-e in of-ri ce; but judgment in such caseR shall 

extencl only to removal fro m office, and disqualificntion to hold any 

office of honor, trnst, or profit under this State ; b ut the party conYicted 
or ncqnitted sJ.;ail n evertheless be liable t o in<foitment, t rial, and pun­

ishmc•1t according to law. All other civil officers shali be tried for 
mi8derneanor8 and malfearnnce in ofii.;e, in such manner as the G en­

eral Assembly may provide. 
S.Ec. 21. No Senator or Representative shall , during the time for 

whicit he shall have been elected, be appointed to any civil oHicc of 

profit under thi~ State, which shall .have been created, or the emolu­
ments of which slrnll h:we been increased duriug such terrn, except 

such oflices n.s may he filled 1y electi ons by the people. 
SEc. 22. No person holding any lucrative oflice under the U nited 

States, or this State, or ::uiy other powm· sl1all be eligible to hold a seat 

in fo e General A8seml.,ly: But oflices in the militia, to wnich there is 
2 
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attacl1cd no annual salary, or the oflicc of justice of tho peace, or post­
master, whose co111pensation docs not cx:cee<l one humlred dollars per 
arnrnm, 01· notary pnlilic, shall not be deemetl lnera tivc. 

SF.:c. 23 . No pcrwn who may hereafter lie :t eollcctor or bolder 
of pnblic moneys, ::;]ml! have a scat in either ]muse of the General 
AR 0 rntbly, or be eligible to hold any oflico of trns t or profit ill lhis 
State, u nti l he ~hall have acconnteLl fo r anJ piid into the treasury a ll 
sums fo r which he may be lial,lc . 

SEc. 2-!. No moncy sLnll b o drawn from the t rea~ ury but in consc­

quc nce of appropriationf mad e by iaw. 
SEc. 25 . Each member of th o first General Assembly umler this 

Co1rntit11tion shall receive three dollars per l1iom whi le in se,-sion; anll 

the furthe r sum of throe dollars fo r every twenty miles tranilcd in 
going to and returning from th e plaeo wliero sueh sess ion is heU, by 
the nea rest t raveled route; after which they shall receive sneh compeu ­

sation as shall he fixed by law; b11t no Genernl Assembly shall liavc 
the pov.rer to i:--,crcase the eompPniw,tion of its 1wmbers. And when 

convened in extra sesaion they :-;hall receive the sam() mi leage and pel' 
d iem compe1wation as -fixed hy law for the roglllal' session , and uone 

other. 
SEC. 2G. No law of the General Assembly, pa:-;ried a t a rcgnbr 

r-es~ion, of a pulJlic natun•, shall t:tke effect un ti l tho fourth cby of 

July 1,ext after the pa~sage tl,creof. Lawr, pas~C!d at a speeial scs~ion 
shall take effect ninety clays aftu· the n.djourn ment of foe Grneral 

Assembly by which tl1cy were pass;e<l. If the General As,;c mbly shall 
deem any law of immediate iu1port:mcc, t!,ey nrny provide that the 

same shall take effect. by pnhlic~,tion in newspapc,rs in the State. 

fa c. 27 . No divorce shall li e grautcc1 by the General Assembly. 

S1i:c. 28. No lottery shall be anthori:,;cd by this Stale ; nor shall the 

sale of lottery tickets be allowed . 
SEc. 29 . Every act shall embrace but one subj ect, and matters 

properly connected therewith; which Rnl>ject sh:1l: be expressed in the 
title. But if an y subject Hhall be embraced in an act which shall not 

he expressed in th e title, such act sh:J.11 bu void only as to so mnch 

t hereof :1s shall not be expressed in the tit le. 

Sxc. 30. Tho General Assembly shall not pass loeal or speci~l laws 

in the fo llowing cases : 
For the assessment and collection of t:txes for State, county, or roacl 

purposes : 

For laying out, opening, and working roads or highw~iys ; 
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F0r changi11g the names of person~ ; 

For the ineoqJoration of eities a11d townf.; 

For vacating roads, town p lat", streets, alleys, or public square,; 
F or locating or ch,rngi ug coun ty Rc:its . 

11 

In all the cases above onn mcrat.ed, allll iu all otber case8 whore a 

geno1'al hw can be made applic:i.hk, all laKs shall be general , and of 

uniDJnll operatio:i throughout t he State; ::rnc1 no law changing the 

boundary lines of any county sh:,11 have effect until upon being :snb­

mitted to the poo,110 ,1f the counties ai-l:'ected by the change, at a gc' t­

er:11 election, it shall be approved by a majority of the votes in each 

,;ri1111ty, cast for and aga inst it. 

~\Ee . 3 1. No extra co mpensation shall be made to any officer, pub:i:.; 

agent, or contractor, :1Jter the Rervice shall h:v:e been rendered, or the 

c,rntract entered into ; nor r;hall auy money be paid on any cl:,im, the 

sul,jeet m atter of which sball not han, been provided for by pre-exist­

ing iaws, and no public 1:1oney or property shall lJe appropriated for 

local, or priva te pmpo8eK, nn less st:nh appro11riation , compensation Ol' 

elai:n be allowed by t,vo-thirds of the members elected to each br:-meh 

of the Gencr:il A:;:sembly. 
SEC. 32 . lUemlien; of t lie General Assembly shall, brcifore they e1,ter 

upon the duties of their respective oilices, take and subsoribe tho fol­

lowillg oath or affirmation: "I do w lmeiily swe:u· (or ntl-irrn, as the 
case may l>e,) that I will support the Constitntion of the United St,1 ·--s , 

and the Constitution of the St:1te of Iowa, and tha,t I will f:,ithfolly 

cliseharge th e c1uties of :::ion:Ltor, ( or Rc predontative, as the case may 

lw) accord ing to the best of my a bility." And members of the Gea­
eral Assembly are hereby empo wered to administer to each other the 

said oath or ailirmation. 

:'.SEC . 33. The General Assembly shall, in the years one thousand 

eight hnudred and fifty-nine, one th ousand eight hnndred and sixty­

tliree, one thousan d eight hundred nnd six:ty-fi ve, one thousand eight 

hundred and Bixty-seven , one thouR:.md eight lr,rndrecl and sixty-nine, 

and one tl;onsan<l eight hundred and seventy-five, and every ten year,; 

thereafter, cause an cnurncrntion to be maJe of all the white* inhabi­

tants of th e State. 

SEC. 3-1. The number of S'"uators shall, at the next sesi:;ion follow­

ing e:wh perio<l of making sueh enumeration, and the next sessio11 fol­

lo wing each Uuited States census, be fixed by law, and apportioned 

• Stricken ont by a vote of tho people at the general election l::.elll Xov. 3d, 18GS. 
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am0'1~ the ,.eyeral eonnfes accord ing to tlw numbers of 1,,/,ite·::- inhaL­
itant,; in ca<·]; . 

br,;c. 3:5, 'J."ie Senate sh all not llun~ist of more tl1 r.n fifty members, 
nor tl·•! .::, t: ,.: of Hcpre~entatin,:, of mo re tL :1r1 one lurndred ; nml they 

E-lrn.11 Lo :,pportionc<l amonG: tbe ;;e vcr:1,l conu(ies and l'('JJ1'CF<e11tatini 
<li,-tric:s of the State according to the munbcr of ,,•hite;(- i1J1:1. l,ilan ts in 

each, np:J:1 ratios to Le fixed by bw ; but no repre,,entr,tive c1istrict 
Rhall eo>Jt:,;n more than fonr organi zt.:d count.ics, anrl cad1 1:i,.~r·,.,t shall 

Le emitlc ,1 to at least one Heprusent:1.tiYe. Every county ar::l ,:i"trict 
,d1ieh shall lrnYe a number of i11hauitauhi eqnal to onc-Jwlf of the 

ratir, D.\ed Ly la\\', ~hall be er;titled to one H,epresentativc; and :my one 
coun ty eonh;: ning in ac!d ition to the ratio fixed by law om•-h:1.lf of that 
numlJ<.:r, or 11;orc, shall be eutitled to one additional Hepresentative. 
No fi,_.:t1.ing t:is triet sl1all hereafter be formed . 

SEc. 3G. A t itf; fir st ses:sion umler t l1is Constitution, and at every 

sul.iseqhGJ.L n·gul::tr i-ession, the General A ssembly ~hall fix the ratio of 
repre~r,nta;iojj , and aiso form into rep1ef,entati ve districts those eounties 

wl1 icl1 ,rill 1101 be entitlc:l1 Ringly to n H.epresentative. 
S1-:·. 37. "\"\'hen a Coogres~ional, Senatorial, or neprescnt:i.tive d iR­

tri.et ;;,:all bu composed of two or more conntit.:s, it sh~Jl not be entirely 

~cp arntPll hy rw y county belonging to anothc!r distri ct; aml 110 eounty 
flh,d 1,n div: led iu forming a Congressional, :Senatorial, or H.epresen­
ta1 i \·e di strict. 

SEC. 88 . In nil eloctions by tho General Assembly, the members 

thereof shall .-ote viva-voce ; and the votes shall be en k retl on the 
Jvunw,l. 

ARTICLE IV.-E:S:.ECUTIYE DEPARTMJ:iSI'. 

StW TION". l. The Suprem e executive power of tliis State ,;h::.11 be 
vested in a Chief ::'.IagisLrate, who slwll be styled the Go,·crnor of tbe 

State of Iowa. 
SE(,. 2. T he GoYernm· shall be elected by the qualifiGd electors at 

tl ie time and place of voting for members of the Genmd :-i:-Rembly, 

antl s:iall hold his ofi1ce two ycar8, from the time of his i1,& _;,lla tion, 

and unt il his snccesflor is elccte!l and (1n1.lifi.e1l. 
S.JJ:u. 3. There shall be a Liuutenant Governor , who ,-b:Jl hold his 

offiec t wo years, and be elected at th e same time as the Governor. In 
Yoting for Governor arnl Lieutenant G overnor, the eleeton, shall desig­

nate for ·whom they vote as Governor, aud for whom a.; Lieutenant 

* StrickEu out by a vote of the people at the gener:11 election h e lt.l "-◊Y . 3ll, lSilS. 
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Govepior. 'l'he returns of every election fo r Governor, un,l I_ic.i tcn ­
ant GoYernor, shall. be sealed up and transmitted to the S():Jt of Gov­
ermucni of the State, directed to the Speaker of the House of i :"p1 '-'" 
sentativcs, who ,-;hall open and publi8h them in the prescnee uf l>0tL1 

Houses of tlie General Assembly. 
SEc . .Jc The persons respeutively having the highest mrn,bc( of 

votes, fJr Go1·ernor and L ie utenant Governor, slrn,H be declare<l July 
elected: Lui in case two or more persons shall have an equal, :m,1 the 
highest v.umber of votes for either oJtic ', the General Assembly ,.l1 all , 

by joint vote, forthwith , prcceed to elect one of s~id perwns Governo r, 
or Lieutenant Go\'ernor, a!-1 the case may be. 

SEc. 5. Contested elections for Governor, or Lieutenant Govcr1Jor , 

shall be dete1 mined by the Geueral Assembly in stwh manner as m :i.y 
be preserilwcl by law. 

SEC. G. No purson shall be eligible to the office of Governor, or 
Lien tenant Governor, "·ho shall not have been a citiien of the Uni te, l 

Statef!, 2,11 J a tesidcnt of the State two years next preceding the elec­
tion, and a Ltained the age of thirty years at the time of Raid electioll . 

SEC. 7. The Governor shall be commander-in chief of the militin, 

the a1·my, :w<l navy of this State. 

S:;,;c. S He shall transact all executive business with the officers of 
government, civil rrncl military, and may require iur·0rrnation in 

writing from the officers of the Execntive D epartrnent upon any rnb­

ject re t:,ting to the duties of their respective offi ces. 
SEc. D. IIe shall take care that the hws are fai thfully executed. 

SEc. 10. "'hen any oflice shall, from any cause, Lecome Y'.!.Canl., 

and no mode is provided by the Con~titution am1 iaws for filling snch 

vacancy, the (!-ovemor shall have power to fill such vac:1ncy, by g rall L­

ing a commis:;ion, which sltall expire at the end of the next session of 

the n ens.il .\:, 0 embly, or at the next elec tion by the people. 
S:u:c:. l 1. He may, on extr::ior,1inary occasions, convene the General 

Assembly by proclamation, and sb:111 state to both ltou ,,es, wheµ a~sem­

bled, the purpose for which t,rny shall Jmvo been convened. 
SEC. 12. Ile sh:ill communieate, by mesgage, to the General ARsem­

bly, at evury regular sess ion, the condition of the State, and 1ecom­
mencl s1ieh urn~te rs as he ,;ball deem expedient. 

S1tc. i:J. ln case of disagreement between the two houses with re­

spect to the time of aL1j ournment, tl:c Governor shal.l have power to 
adjourn ihe Gcn..:ral Assembly to such time as he may think proper; 
but no such aLljournment shall be beyoml the tinv~ fi:,cd for the rrg­

ular rueeling of the next General Assunbly. 
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SEC. l-L l'~ o persoE shall, while holding auy office under tbG au­

tl10rity of the United St::ites, or this Stnte, execute the offi ce of <':l-ov­
cn101·, or Lieutenant G-oYernor, except as hereinafter expressly proYitl_ed. 

SEc. 15. The ofticial term of the GoYcrnor, allC'! Lieuten ant Gov­
ernor, shall comm ence on the second i\Ionday of January next after 
their election, and eontinue fo r two years , an,1 nutil their successors 
arc lected and qunlified . Th e Lieutenant GoYernor, whi le acting ::is 
GoYemor, sh· 11 receive the same prry as provided for Governor; and 
while presiding in the Senate, i:;ball receiYe as comr,onsation therefor, 

t)te same mileage and donblc th e per diem pny provided for a Senator, 
:rn . none other. 

SL:c. 16. T he Governor slrnll hnve power to g rant reprieves, com­

mutations and pardonE, after conviction, f or all offonceR except treason 
an'1 Ga~es ofimpeacLment, rnbject to sncb regnbtionR as mn y be pro­

vided by law. Upon convictio::i for treason , he slrnll have power to 
snspend the executi on oftlie Ben teuce unti l the c,,se sl1all b repo:ted to 
the General A,;sembly at its JJAxt meeting, -,,;,hen th e General Asse m­

bly sli all either grant a pardon, commnte the ;,cnknc:e , direct the ex­
ecution of th e sentence, or gran t a further reprieve. He slrnll have 

pow er to remit fines an<l forfeitures, unr1e1· ·nch regulations :1 s mny be 

prcsc1·ibed by law; and Rhall report to the General Asilernbly, nt its 
next meeting, each case of reprieve, com:nntation, or pardon gr'.tnted, 

and the reason therefor; and also nll persons in whoPc favor r emission 
of fines and fol'fe itures shall have been made, anrl tb e several arnounts 

remitted. 
SEc. 17. In case of the death, impeachment, reBignation, remo\'al 

fro m office, or other disahility of the Governor, the powers and duties 

of the office for the re~idue of the term, or nntil lte ~!. all be acquitted, 

or t he disability removed, shall devolve upon the Lieutenant Gov­

ernor. 
SEC. 18. T he Lieutenant Governor shall be P resi<lent of the Sen­

ate, l., ut -shall only vote wbe1J the Senate is equally divided; -und in 
ea-·e of bis ausence or impeachment, or wh en he Rh all exercise the 

office of Go,~ernor, the Senate Rh all <.: hooi-e a President pi-o temp ore. 
fo,.c. lD. If the Lieutenant Go\' mor, while acting as Governor, 

shall be impeached, di~placed, resign or d ie, or otherwif'c become inca­

pa l1le of performing the duties of the oftice, the Preside11t pr·o temp ore 
of the Senate shall act a~ Governc,1· until the vacancy is fi ll ed, er the 

<.l isrtbil ity r(:)movcd; nd if the P resident of the Senate, for any of the 

above causes, shall be rendered incapable of performing the duties 
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perlnining to the ofllcc of Governor, the same shall devolve upon the 
Speaker of ~be House of Uepre11entati \·es. 

SEC. 20. There shall be a sral of th is State, which shall be kept 
hy tl!u Governor, and uRed by him officially, ind shall be called the 
Gre:tt Seal of the State of fow;t . 

S:r.c. 21. .All ;rnnts nnd commiPr-ions shall be in the name :mcl b y 

the authority of the people of the :,tn,te of Iowa, seal,Jd with the Great 
Seal of the State, signed by the Governor, and coun ten,ig necl by the 

Secretary of State. 
SEc. 2:: . A te:cretary of State, .Auditor of State, and Treasurer of 

State, ~li:1.ll be elected by the qualified electors, who Rhall continue in 

ofliC' c two ye:1rs, and until thei:- :-:ncces~ors are elected and qualified, 
and perform such dutie,; a m:1y be requirnd by law. 

ARTICLE \·.-Jrl1ICL\.L DEl'ART.\IK~ 'I'. 

SErno::-. 1. The Judicial power shall be veRted in a Supreme Court , 
District Court, arnl such other CourtR, inferior to the Supreme Court 

as the General A ssembly m:1y, fro m time to time, estahli>'h . 
SEc. ~- The Snpre111e Court shall consist of t hree Judges, two of 

whom shall constitute ,t qnornm to hold Court. 

SEc. 3. The Jndge' of t he Snprerne Court i;hall be elected by the 

<1ual if-icd electors of the Stale; anJ. shall hold their Court at such time 
;mrl place :is the General As~cmhly 111::ty pres0ribe. The Judges of the 

Supreme Court so elected, sh:,Jl be cbt!sitiec1 so that one J udge sh all 

g o ont of office every two years; and the J udge holding the shor test 
term of office, un<1er Rueh elas:-jticat ion , shall be Chief Justice of the 

Court during his term, and so on in rotation . After the expiration of 

th eir terms of otlice, under such cl:-tssification, the term of each J uclge 
of the Supreme Court shall be six: years, and un til his successor sh all 

have beell elected and qualified. The J udges of the Supreme Court 
shall be ineligible to any other office in the State during the term for 

which they have been elected. 

SEC. 4. The Supreme Court shall hr.ve appellate j ·1risdiction only 
in ca~cs in chancery, l!ncl shall constitute a Court for he correction of 

errors at law, un der such restrictions as the General Assembly nrn,y by 

hw prescribe; and shall have power to i ssue all writs and process nec­

essary to secure jnsticc to parties, and exorcise a supervisory control 
over all inferior JU<lic-ial t ribuna l:-; throughout the State. 

SEC. 5 . 'The Distric:t Court shall consist of a siDglo Judge, who 

shall ue electec by the qualified electors of the Di~trict iu which he 



16 CONSTITUTIOX OF IOWA. 

rcsi te~. The Judge of the District Conrt shall hol,1 h is olriee for the 

term <•f h 1.i- ye::ixs, and until ii~ ~ur·ce~sor sha:l have lH..:en dcctec1 and 
qnalifie1l; and ~hall lJe inclip;il1i1. to any other office, cxc 'Pt that of 
J•1d~.;e of' the Snprem0 Court, 1!11ring tlte term for which l,e w as 

elcclet1. 
SEc. 0. The Dist,-ict Court ~hall ue a Court of 1w n,!l(l rc1nity, 

which 8lmll be di:,tinct and SITtllate j nri sl·l ictionP,, and liavc j •t> i"Llic­

t ion in ch· il and crimiw1J m atters ari~iJJg in their respective di~trict,;, 

i n suc-h manner as ehall he prcscrihc1l l,y law. · 

S1w. 7. The J udge,; of the , · np r<:.me ,,rnl District Court~ <.hall be 
conPl'rvators of the per.cc thro11ghont tho State. 

SEC'. fl. The ~tyle of all 1-rnccsf( shail he, "'l'he State of Iow:1., ,. ancl 

all r:·o,e,·11tillns shall he eondt:etc•l ia the name aml hy the antl1ority 
of tl:c ~.,me. 

S.rw. fl . 'l'he sabry of e:wh .Tndge of th e Supreme, 'onrt ,hall he 

t wo ' hon~alill <loli a rs per anun m; rrnd that of each Di,trict Jrnlgc• one 

t b ou.-rincl Bix hundred du lhr,~ per annum, unti l the yenr eighteen h un­

d re L1 and ~ixty ; after ,v·b iclt time they ;;hall severally receive n ieli com­

pe11sation as the General Atisembly may, by law, presm·:b1c ; which r·om­

pen~a1ion :;;h:,Jl nvt be incr :.tf'ed ot· diminished d uri11g the term fv r 

which they shall hwe been elcctted. 

S.1,:c. 10. The State shfdl bu Jiv~Jed into eleven J udicial Districts ; 

and afkr the year eighteen ]PmdreLl au1l sixty, the Gcnera,l _ \s,-embly 

may re-orga1,ize the JuJici:cl D isu-iets, a nd increase or d imiui~h tl1e 

number r,f Districts, or the number of Judges of t he said Court, and 

may increase the number of J ud ge::, ot· the S upreme CL1urt; lint :mch 

incrnaso or diminution 1,hall not be more t han one Distriot, ,_1r one 

Jud go cf either Court, at any one scHs:on; nnd no re-orga11ization ,>f foe 

D i,,tri,}t.,, 0 1· cii-" inutiou of the number of J udges , shall have tile cffec:t 

of remuving a Judge from office. S ,lCh re-organization of the Dis­
tricti-:, ur ::111y change in tho lJom1,larics thereof, or incre:>.Re or t1imi1rn­

tion of the numl>er of J n,J gpr:, sh~1,ll t~,ke i,1ace every fo ur year$ tlie:rc­

aftt,·, ii necessary, ::mu at nu uther time. 

~Ee. 11. The J ,,clge~ of the ~upreme ::mJ District Courts ,-1rnll be 

d.10 f,Cn at the g enern,l election; ::mil the term of otlice uf eaeh J11c1ge 

slrnll comrn:,nee on the fir~t day of January next after hi,; clectiu11. 

S:iw. 1~. T he General Assembly shall pruvide, by law, fin· the c ec­

tiou cf an Atturney General by the people, whose term of ofiice ~hall 

be two :,- '"'"'is, ancl until bis s uccessor ~Lall h::we been electD\L an,: •1uali­

fi.cd . 
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:2c. n. 'rhe qnalified electors of eaeb .Tn<li<;ial Distrkt shn '. l, at 
the time of the 1cle:•l:tm of D istrict J udge, elect '.1, Distri ct ~.\ttorney, 

who "<b:dl be ?, rc,;idcnL of the District for ,·.-hich be i;; elect•·•\ an 1 

·who shall hold h'.s oflicc fo r the tern <)f fonr :·ea.1·;;:, aml unhl hi- ·,uc­
cessor shall h:t\·e been -elected :1,nd qt alificd. 

S E<:. 1-L le shall be the duty of the General Asscmuly to pr, ,- iJe 

for the e;i,rrying into etl'ect of tb s article, ~ml to 1•rovic1e for a gc rr ernl 

3ystcm. cf practice in :111 the Cunrts of tlii~ State. 

ARTIC E YI.-:UiLITIA. 

SRc. 1. The r:,ilititt of this State sh.a] l:c cc mpo' e·'l of all ab:e-bc, J ic 
11·h it e~;- male 0iti ~ens, between the ages of eig l1teen :md forty-ti ye :·ear-:, 

ex:ccpt sech as :ti·e or may here::dtei' be excrnp;: by tLe laws o': thtJ 

UniLed St;,,te~ , or of this State; and slm1 ... be ::mnea, e,1uippcd, ::me 
trained, as tho Gen eral A ssembly 1cw,y provide by k1,;-. 

SEC. 2, :::,ii" o person or perwns conscientionsly scrnpulous of be:1.ring 
arms shall be core.poll ed to do ir,i:itnry duty in time of peace; ProY:·1ed, 

Tlrnt su.ch person or persons shall pay ::tn e,1uivalent for such exemp• 

tion in the same 1~1anner 2s other citizieus. 
SEC. :1. All coH:mission ed officers cf tho milith (staff oii.iccrs e:,:cer­

ted ) ,;;hall be elected by perso1rn liable to perform military daty, :in<l 

1haU be corr1missionc~l by the Governor . 

.' ... RTICLE VIT.-- STATE DEBT::. 

SEc. 1. The credi t of the tate 3hr..ll not, in :,_ny manner, he f::l en 

or loaned to, or in n,id of, :my incliYidu;i,l, a~rnciat:on, or corpor:'_t:ion; 
,Ind the State shdl never assume, or beco me re,:ponsible fo r, the deb t;, 

or E:i~hiti~l sd :-', of ~n y i11di vid u.a1, aR;-;oc1~~tion , or cur1_:orat.ion, unle .-~s in• 
murcJ in time of war for the bm~efit of the State. 

Sf:c. 2. The State ma.y contract debts to snpply casual defic:ls or 
fail ures in revonne~, or to meet expenses ,10: otherwise p ,·oyided. foe·; 

b ut the r.ggregate ~.mount of such debts, d irect rmd contiugo1 t, w!:.ether 
contracted by virtLW of one or more acts of the General A!"scn~biy, or 

at different periods of time, !1hall never c:·:cecd tl1e snm of ;;wo hnm1re ,1 
and fifty t!10t~sancl doll::m; ( and. the money a:·i r< ing from the ctc~.,io:i 

of ~nch ckbts, shall b e applied to the purpose fo~· which it was obt·i~ne<1, 

or to reps.y the dehts so contracted, :md to no other pmpo 0.o what• ·Yer. 

SEc. 3. All los~es to the Permanent, School, or U niYersity fo:1 ·1. o f 

*Stricken 0ut by :~ ,.~:)to oft l1c' P0,oplo attbc~cn, r~~A e1 1)-.; ti1,n h 1'':,l Xo\~. :J<l, l-3<:.., i 
:t 
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Lis State, which , l all b:we Leen oecassioncll by the dd"alcation, mis­
ma1rngcmcnt, or fraud of the agents or officers controlling and manag­
it,g t11c s::tme, shall lle ,mdited by tl1e proper authorites of the Stateo 

The arr.onnt so am1ih'ct Rhall be a permanent fonded debt against t h e 
State, in fasor of the r e;,1Jcctive fund , sustainii:g the los~, npon which 
not Jess than s ix per cent, annual intere,:t sLall Le prrid. The amount 
of lfability f'O created sl1all not he counte,1 as a p,irt of the indebtcJ ­
ncss anthoriwd hy tbc secorn1 section of thi,· art icle. 

Sr,;c. -L In addition to the above limiter[ 1,ower to cc?,tract deLt~· , 

t!J.e :::itate may contr:,ct del,,t.., to repel invaHion, frnppre~• insnrrection, 

o:· defend the :St<tte in war; h ut the money nri~ing from the d ebt:-· so 

contract,.·cl shall be 3pplicd to the pnrpose for whic-:1 :t w:is raised, or 

to rc•pay sncli deb s, and to no other purpose wb::iteYcr. 

SJ,;c . 5 . Except foe debt.-. herein before specifil'd in t:Ji:s article, no 

iiebt shall b e herer-.ftcr cnntr::tcted by or on behalf of this State, unless 
i;.nch debt sl,al! be :rnthorized by some l :n•; for some '-ingle v.-ork 0 1· 

object, to 1Je distiactly ~pet.:ifiec1 therein ; an d snch bw r,hall impose 

and proYide for tbe collection of a direct :-mnnal tax, suflicient to pay 
the interest on F, '_~cl! debt, as it falls due, :-:nd also to par ::ini,l discharge 

1:.,e I)1-incipal of ~:1ch debt, within t wenty years from the time of the 

contracting- thereof; hut no such lrtVi· shall take effec·t until at a gen­

eral election it :-!iall Jiaye Leen submitted to t he people, and have re­
c·lin•,1 a m:,jority of al. the votes cast for and again;.t it at such 

eh•eiion ; and alt money rai~,ed by authori ty o{ suc11 lnw, shall be ap­

plied only to tlrn Fpecific object the:·ein RU,ted , or to tbe payment of the 

<ldJt createo. thereby; :11H1 ~uch bw shall be puhl i~he<l in at least o e 

newspaper in e:tch cou nty , if one is publ ished therein, t hroughout t h e 

State, for three months pi·eced iug the election at which it is sul.J mitt ed 

t-) the pcop:~. 
SEc. 6. The Legi'-btnre may, ,lt any time ::iJter the f,l'f,l'OY al of such 

law by the people, ~f !JO debt ;,hall haYe been contneted in p ursuance 
thereof, repeal the $ame; and may ::i.t any t ime fo rbi,1 the contraeting 
of any further <lel,t or !Ld;:lity un,1cr sn ch law ; b11t the t:-:x imp<,:::eJ 

hy such law, in pr,:,portion to the llcbt or liabihty wbich may have 
Leen contracted iu pm-smutcc thereof, shall remain in fore•(' :rnd be i1 re­

pealable, anll be annrntlly coilccted , nnt ii the p ri;1cipal ~nd interest are 

fnlly paid. 

S:cc. 7. E\·ery h,w wl1ich impose:-, con t inues, or rHin,s a. tax, sball 

dist:nctly slate the t:i x:, :md the object to which it i~ to be applied ; 

and it shall not l>e suH:,•i•;:ut to refer to any oth·r ;;,,'-'· to fi x such tax 

or objecto 
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ARTICLE YIII.-CORPOR\TIO_·s. 

SE,'1'10"'< 1. No corporation shall be created by special laws; but 
the General Assembly shall provide, h:: f_teneral laws, for the organi­
zation of. all corporation ,; hereafter to be created, except as hereinafter 
provided. 

S:n:c. '..'. The property of all corporrition, for pecuniary profiL, shall 

be subject to taxation, the same as that of incfo·idnals. 

S;:;:c. 3. The State shall no t uecome a Ftockholder in any corpora­
tion, nor shall it asRume or pay the de bt or liability of any corporation , 
unless incurred in time of war, for the benefit of the State. 

SEc. 4. No political or municipal c0t·poration shall become a stock­
holder in r11y banking corporation, <1irectly or indirectly. 

S1w. 5. ~ o :wt of tho General Al sembly, authoriz ing or creating 
corpu1·,1tio1. 0 or associations v.-itli ban king power~, nor a mendments 
tlifcret0, , ·1:dl take effect, or in any n!'.Lnuer be in fo rce, until the l'ame 

shal.1 hav1~ l,een submitted, sep:nately, to the people, at a general or 
E'poeial ek-etion, as provided 1,y bw, to he he ld not less than three 

mon ths aft..'r the passage of t~e ad, am1 shall a,-e been approved hy 
a majo rity of all the electors Yoting for and against it at such election. 

SEc. G. :ciubject t o the pro,·i~ions of the fo reg oing section, the Gen­
eral Assembly may also pror i.J.e fo r the c.-t.abl ishment of a State Dank, 
with branclies. 

SEc. 7. If a State Bank be establisheri, it shall be founded on rm 

ac tual. specie basis, and the branch.cc sb:,11 be mutually responsible for 
each other'~ li abilities upon all notes, bills an<l other issues intended 

for circnl::ttion a;; money. 

SEC. 8. If a general Banking l;.w shall he 011 :wtcc , it shaH provide 

for the i-egistry and countersignin~~- , by an otli cor of State, of all hills 
r paper credit designed to circulate as moner, and require security to 

t he full amount thereof, t0 be deposited. with the S~ate Trear,urer, in 

U nited States stocks, or i n intere,t paying stoeks of States in good 
creJit all{l ;;trmding, to be rated at ten per cen t. b l.ow their average 

value in the 0ity of New York, for the thirty <bys next precetling their 
deposit; ,w,l in case of a deprec iation of any po rtion of such stocks, 
to the amount of ten per cent. on tbe dollar, the h:1uk or b,1i1ks owning 

said stoc:,s shall be required to my.ke up said dctlciency by 1leposi ting 
additional stocks; and Raid la,,· shall also prnvi<le fo r the recording of 

the names of a ll stockholderE ii: stieh corporations, the amount of 

:stock held. by each, the time of an;:- transfe r and to whc,m. 
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fo.:c. 0. EYery stoekholder in a banking corpor:i.tiun or insti tution 
shall be individually rospomiblc and lia1lc to its creditorR, over aud 
above the amount of stock by bim or her held, to an amonnt ef\ual to 
his or her respective hares so held, for all of its liabilities, :1ccrui11g 
while he or she remains such stockholder. 

SEC. 10. In case of th e insolvency of ai,y banking in stitution, the 

bill holders shall have a pr fereuce over its other creditors. 
SEc. 11. The snspen io1 of speeie payments by ban1;;.ng institntions 

shall never c permitted or sanctioned. 

SEc . 12. Subject to tho provisioP.S of this :irticle, th e Gencrnl 
Assembly Rhall h:we power to amend or repeal all laws for the organ-
1zation or creat' on of corporation8, or granting of special 01· exclusive 

privileges or immunities, by a vote of two-thirds of each br::rnch of tho 
General Assembly; and no excln~iY'l Jri vileg1c·~, m:cept as in Jhi':l articl 0 

provided, shali over be granted. 

ARTICLE IX.- EDUCJTIOX AKD fC HOOL LA:rrns . 

FIRST-Ban:-CAT]O),. 

SF<.:TION 1. The educationa.l interest • of the St:,te, inclurting Corn­

mon Schools and othe1· educational iiistitutions, sliall be 11nder tho 
management of a Board of Education, w hich shall com:i:Jt of the 

Lieutenant-Governor, wbo s}1all be the presil1ing officer of the Boaid, 
and have the casting vote in case of a tie, an d one memb'lr to be 
elected from each j udicial district in the S ate. 

SEc. 2. No·person shall be e1igible as a mric1ber of said Board who 

llhall not have attained the age of twenty-ti.ye year:-: , and shall h:we 

been one year a citizen of the State. 
SEC. 3. One member of said Board Bha11 be chosen by the '.iualified 

electors of each l1istrict, an c1 sball hold the office for the term of fo ur 
years, and until bifl successor is elected ancl 1p1c,l ified. After the firs t 

election under this Constitution, tbe Board sliall be divided, ns nearly 

as prncticable, into two eqirnl c1asRes, and the seats of the first class 
hall b vac::1ted after the expirl\tion of two :years; and one-half of ~he 

Board shall be chosen every two years thereafter. 
Slw. 4. The Jirst session of the Board of E du ation shaH be held 

at the Seat of Government, on the first :i'ifonday of Decembm·, after 

their election; :1Jter which the General Assembly may fix the time and 

place of meeting. l 

SEc, 5 . The session of the Board shall be limited to twenty daye 7 
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an d bnt one session shall be held in any one year, except upon extraor­
dinary occaRionR, when, upon the rcco:nmendation of two-third,; of' the 
Boarc1, the Go\-ernor may order a ~pccial session. 

Sm:. G. The Board of E ducation sh all appoint a Secretary, ,d10 

skJl he tlw executive oflicrr of th e Board, and perform st.ch duties as 
may be imposed upon h ir1 by the Doanl, and the laws of the State. 
They shall kee, ) a journal of their procce,iing~ , which shall be pub­
lished mu di~tribatcd in the same manner a~ the jounrnls of the Gen­
eral· Assembly. 

SEc. 7. .i\ 11 mlc,; ::wd regulations m:H1e by the Board shall be pub­
lished and d istrib uted to the several counties, townships, and sehool 

d i~trid", as may be prov i<led fo r by t he Hoard, and when so n11.de, 
publi~lrnd, :~nd distrib uted, they sh:ill have the force and effect of law. 

S.1o c. ::l . The Boa1'd of E ·focation shall have foll power and • uthor­

ity to legislate rrn Ll nuke a ll m:edfu l n1les :tnil re_;lllations in rl.llation 
to Com•non Schools, and other educatio nal institutions , that are insti ­

t uted, to receive aic1 from the Sehool or U nivcrsity fonc1 of this State: 
but ,dl ncLs, rules, and regulations of said I3 0:1rc1 may be altered, 

amende,:, or r evc:1led by the General Asse muly; and when so altered, 
a.mended, or repealed. they shall not be re-enacted by t he Board of 

EL1ucation. 

i3Ec. ()_ The (}.overnor of the State shall be, e~·-o:fJicio, a member of 
fla it1 Board. 

Sec. 10. The Bo[trc1 shall have no power to leYy taxes, or make 

appropriatio ns of money. Their conting ent expenses shall be provided 
fo r by the General Assembly. 

ti1u::. 11. T he State 1J nivernity shall be < stablishecl at one place 
wi thout branuhes at any other place, and the U niversity fund shall be 

applied to that institution, and no other. 
Si,:c , 12. T he Board of Education .shall provide for th e education 

of all the youths of the S tate, through a system of commo n selwols, 

and such schools shall be organized and kept in each school district 
at lca§t three months in each year. A ny dis trict fai ling, fo e two con­

secutil-e years, to organize an ,1 keep up a school, as aforesaid, may be 

depri ·e,I of their porLion of tl ie school fonr1. 

SEc. l::l. T bc members of the B oard of E ducation shall each re­
ceive the same per diem during the time of thcii- scs8 ion, and mileage 

going to and returning therefrom, as memb0rs of the General Asc'embly. 

SEC. 1-!. A majority of the Board shall constitute a quomm for the 

transaction of business; but no rule, regulation, or law, for the gov-
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crnmcnt of co rmnor.. ,whools 0 1· other educatio11al institutions shall 

patis w ithout the conc m-rcn ue of a majority of all the mcmbern of th e 

13oanl, whiuh shail be expressed by the yeas a nd nays on the final 

pas~age. The style of' all acts 0±' the Board shall be: "Be it enac ted 
by the Boan} of .ELlucation of the State of Iowa." 

SEc. 15 . At any ti me ;i,fter the yenr e1te thousand eight h nndred 

and Nix1y- threc, the G011ernl 1~sse111bly sh:,! hnva power to abolish 01· 

re-organ'ze s:::.itl Bo::ir,1 of El1ncation, and provide for the cdvcational 

inten -:,t of tho :,tatc i11 a11 y other m:rn ner th:1t t" them shall seem best 

and proper. 

SECOXD·-SCl.!OOL FC":-:iDS AXD S C110 0L LA~<DS. 

SECTIOX 1. The educational and school fnut1s and h nc1,, ~hall 

be under the contrul and man:,gement of the Genernl .Asscwl.Jly of 
this f:', tate. 

S1,;c. 2. The Univers ity lan ds, and tlie proeeeds thereof, :ctnd a ll 

moneys 1elon ing to snid fund shall be a permanent fond for tho sole 

use of the State Univereicy. T he interest -irising from tlt0 ,,'.l1:1e ~hall 

be mrnnally appropriated fo r the i,,uppo rt and ue1Jdit of said l;•:iYersity. 

SEc. 3. The General As ·embly sliall cncunrnge, by all :suitable 

m ean ~, tho promotion of intellectual , scien tific, mo ral, an<1 ag ri cultural 

improvement. The prot'ec<ls of all bncl s tlut hnve beell, or h.:reafte1· 

may be, gnmterl by the Uni:ecl fitato,; to thif; St.tte, for the support o f 

school s, which may have been or :;hall hernaftel' be sold, o r di i:posed 

f, ar.(! the ±; ve hundred thonsand acres of land g ranted to the n ew 

Statec, m1dor an act of Congress, 1listributing the proceeds of th e 

public lands /l,mong the severnl States of the Union, apprnved in the 

yeal' of our Lord one t!.iouti ::i.nd eight hnndi:ed and forty-one, and all 

os~ates cf cfoucased persons ,v lw may have died without leaving a will 

or heir, and also such pel' cent. as has been or may hereafter be g ranted 
by Collgress, on the sale of lands in thiH :State, sliall be, and remain :-i 

perpetu~,1 fun ,1, the in torc;,t of wh ich, togethe,· with all rents of the 

unsold lnnd~, ana such other mean s as th ,: General Assembly may pro­

vide, shall be inviolably appropriateii to the support of common 

,;cbools throug;iw11t the State. 

SEc. 4. Tho mo ney which may have b een or shall bo paid by p er .. 

wns ::..s an ~. equivalent from exemption from military duty, :rnd the 

dear proceeds of ali fines collocteJ in the several counties for any 

breach of the penal laws, shall be exclusively appliea, in tlie several 

eounties in which such m oney is paid, or fine collected) among thr:1 
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,..evcr:11 sc:hcu~ ,1i,tril'ts of ~ail! countie~, in proporti,rn to the nn,nher 

of yoL,th,, ,uhjcc;t to em1mcr:11ion in i:,ueh cii~triet,, to t 1L' supp0rt o.t 

C'Om111on ,;ehoolP, or t he es~nl li:·l.111°11,, of l ibr:tr ieH, 1, the Donnl or 

BdLte'ttion ~h1ll from 1.il11C to time provide. 

SL,'. 5. Th,J Gencr:tl Assembly sh:til take mc:1;;nrPi1 for tho prote,::­

tio:1, i 1nprov.".Jut>nt, o r other d i~poRition of ~ncli. l:rnds as hrLvc b een, 0r 

may h erc'lftcr "te resu rvL•,l , or gr:rntcd lJy th0 U11 iwcl t:,tate~, or a11y 

person or lJCrnon~ , to tl1iA Htalc, for the n~e of the lfoi,·cr,c; ity, ancl t: 13 
fo11ds accrni,1g from tho rents ,,r ~t k oc such Jauch:, or from ar.y other 

sour(;e for the puruo,:;3 aforesaid, i-;h:. 11 b e, and remain, a perrnan c; t 
fond, the intE:J est of whid1 &hall be ap~ilied to the support of Quid 

Univefo1ty, f,r the p romotion of lite1 a t ure, the ans rmd Rcicnce~, ·v; 

may he au thuriLc<l by th0 tl·nus of such grant. Alld it f'h:.t ll be tl ~ 

d uty of the c;.eaernl ,\~seml.,ly :1s soon ,;,s nrny be, to proville effeetual 

me[tn ~ for tlte improvement an<l perrnaneut secnrity of the fnnds of 

~[tirl UnivCl·~ity. 

S.!i:c. G. Tl:e fi11:,n1;i\l :1.~en ts of drn school fundH s!1all 1;e the sitrne, 

th:tt b ,v hw, rPeeiYe ancl con trol tho State and eou11ty re ,,. n ue, for 

other (;i';i~ purpo:,e~, u11t!cr ~neh reguhti \Jm, ns 111:1,1 be providul by 

la w. 
<;; ,_EC. 1. The money : tujeet to the support ::tnc1 m tinte11anco of 

common schools ~hn ll b e d istrilrntecl to th:.i di .- ricts i11 proportion t) 

the number of yonth!', hetween th e :1;;0s of fi\·e and twu1ty-one ye :1.r", 

ill rmch manner :.;i may he provided by the General Asrnmbly. 

SiWTIO-'< l. A ny amencl111 en t or ame ndments to tl1is OonRthition 

may lw pr, ,po~ed ·11 eith er H on~o of t he Gcner:11 As~ernh ly; nrnl if the 

->anu• «lrn!l he agreed to by a nrnjority of the members c l ectcrl to e:.c,~ 

of tk, two 110,1,e~, r;Hch proposecl amendment :,hall be C'ntere1l on 

their journ:11~, with the y ea 0 and 1 ay:; taken t herf'o n, a,n cl referre ,1 t0 

the L;gislatnn: to he clw,wn at the next gener:11 elee ion, n.nd ~hall l,e 

pnl,lisl e<l, as provitled by lr.w, for three months previon;:; to the ~ime of 

making such ehoicc- ; au d if, in tho Genm~,l Assembly so next chi"en 
[LS aforesaid , s1,ch proposed am endment or r. men clmcnt,; shall he :1g;·eccl 

t o, by a m:ijo rity 0f all the membcri.: dcctc,1 to each "J:-fonse, then it Rh :tll 

b e the du1y of the Genera l AsHemb!y to ;;ubmit r-111;]1 propo,;c,(1 mnrncl­

m nt or amench:.ents to t he people in 1meh man ner, ::incl at Qnclt time 

as the G eneral .A.ssembly shall provide; and if the people shall apprnve 

and ratify such ame11dment or am=~udment5 by :1 majority of the 
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olectJr., lln:tl i6.ec1 to vote for memLers of the Gener.11 Ascembl y, voting 
t '.lcreoa , sneh amendment or amenurn(•nt:-; shall become a part of the 

on~titution of this St;tte. 
SEc. :2 . It' two or more :1menilrnents Rliall be submitted at the same 

time, they ::;hall be submiLted iH such manner that the electors shall 
yote fo r or agaiHst each of ~uch amondmen ts separately. • 

SEc. 3. At the gonernl election to be held in the year one thousand 
e:ght lrn t1drcd and seven ty, an ,1 in each tenth year thereafter, and :1lso 
a~ snch times :is the General Assembly may b y law provide, the qncs­
Lon, " ~·h:111 there be a Convention to reYise the Constitution, and 
:uneuc1 the same:" shall be deciJed by the electors yualiti cd to Yote 
L)l· 1'1em l1crs of the General AsscmLly ; and in case a maj ority of the 
electors so qnalified, vo tiug a t such elecLion fo r and ag ainst snuh prop­
osition, shal l decide in favor of a Convention for such 1, nrpose, the 
Gcn er.,l Assembly, at its next r,('ssion, shall provide by 1::tw for the 
elcuti,1 11 of delegates to such Convention. 

ARTICLE _-I.- -::.\IISCELLA:rnou:-:. 

SE,·nox l. The juri):dictien of ,Tu~tices of the Pe:we sirnll extend 
to all eh ii cases , (except cases in chancery, and c:ises , ,·here the ques­
tion uf title to real cEtate may arise,) where the 'llllOlrnt in controYersy 
does !JOt exceed one h undred dollars, and by the con sent of parties 
may be extenJed to any amonnt not exceeding three hundred dol­
l:1,rA . 

~E • ·. 2. No new county shall he hereafter created containing less 
tlian fo ur lnmdrcd and th irty-two_ p.rprnre miies, no~· slmll the territory 
of any organized county be reduced below that area, except the county 
of '\Yorth, and the counti es we~t of it, :ilong the northern bound:wy of 
thi~ StaL0, may be organi;rnd without ac1l1itional territory. 

S Ec . 3. No county, or other political or m unicipal corpor:1,tion , shall 
be allowe<l to become inJebted , in any nrnnner or for any purpose, to 
an amo,mt, in the aggregate, exceeding five per ceJJ tum of the value of 
foe t:,xabie prnperty with in suvh c:rn nty or corporation- to be ascer­
taine,~ by the last State and county tax list~, previous to the incnrring 
c,f stwh indebtedneRs. 

SE<.: . 4. The bomidari er; of tlie State may be enlarged, with the 
coJJsea t of Congre ;c;s and the General Assembly. 

Sc, . 5. Every person eiecteJ or appoin ted to any office, sbal!, be· 
fore t ntering upo11 the d uties thereof, take an oath or affirmation to 
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~npport th e Cor:~titution of the United States, and of this State, and 

alf«l a n oath of o!nee. 
SEc. 6. In :lll c:1.c;es of elections to fil l vacancies in oflice occurring 

LtJ'ore the ex piratio11 of a foll term, the person so elected r,hall hold 
f'c,1· the re,,i dnc of the unexpired term; and all persons appointed to 
fi il vacm1cies in oii;ec, shall hold until the next general elect ion , and 
u ntil tl,cir s n(;cessc,n; are elected and <1nalified. 

SE C' . 7. The General A,:sembly shall not locate any of the pnblic 
b nds which have b ~en, or may be g ranted by Congre~s to thi :- S tate, 

:mcl the location of which may be g iven to the General AsRembly, 
upon l::tmls actually settled, ,vithout the consent of the occupant. The 

extent of the claim of isnt.:h occupant so exempted, sh ail not exceed 
th ree hundred and twenty acre::i. 

SE• : S. The seat of government is hereby permanentl y estahlished, 

as no w fixed by law, at the city of Des .i\Ioines, in the county of Polk; 
and the State Un iYersity at Io wa City, in the county of Johnson. 

ARTICLE X IL-SCHEDULE. 

SE< ·noN 1. The Constitntion shall be the supreme law of the State, 
and any la\V incousisteu t therewith shall be void. T he General As­

t>Crnhl y shall priss '.tll laws necessary to carry this constitution into effect. 

Sm:. 2 . All laws now in force and not inconsistent with this Con­
stitutio:1, slmll remn.in in fo l'ce un til t!tey shall expire or be repealed. 

SEC. 8. All indictments , prosecutioHs, suits, pleas, plaints, process, 
and other proceedings pending in an y of the eonr ts, shall be prosecuted 

to £in:1l jndgment and execution ; and a11 appeals, writs of error, certi-

01·:u i, '.rnd injunctions, shall be carried ou in the several conrts, in the 

same m:rnner as now provided by law, and all offenses, ntif' demean ors 
a llll crimes that may have been committed before the taking effect of this 

Cor; ~titntion , shall be subject to indictment, triaJ and punishmen t, in 

the ~a:ne manner as they would have b een had not this Constitution 

b een 1nac1 e. 

D EC. 4. All fi neR, penalties, or forfaitnres due, or to become duo, 

or ac-t.:rning to the State, or to any connty therein , or to tbe school fund, 
slwll i illlre to the St rrte, connty, or school fund , in the man ner prescribed 

hy law. 
SEc. !5. All bonds executed to tbe S t.ate, or to any ofli.cer in his of­

ficial capacity, shall remain in force and inure to the use of Lhose con­

cerned. 
4 
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SEli. 6. The elec tion nuder this Constitu tion sh:111 he hdcl 011 tlrn 
secon,1 Tucs,l<1y in October , in the ye:1r une thousn1t.l eight lnmr1red 

auc1 tifty-seven, :it which t ime the electo rs o f the S:.:-ite sh:cll elect the 
Governor ·md LieuLen::mt Governo r. T hero sh:1 l l :, l;;:u be eleete,1 at 
snch election, the successo rs of imch State Sena tors a~ were c·lecte,1 a t 

the Au;n 5t election, in tho year one thous:1.nd eight hnndrel1 and tifty­
fonr, alll1 member,- of th e Honse of Reprsen t:lti veH, who shall be d ec­

ted in accordance with tho act of appor:ionment, enadc<l at the session 
of the (kncr:11 Assembly wliiuh c mmeneetl on tlw first ::\Io!l(hy of 
December, one thousand eig ht hund red anll fifty-six. 

SEc. 7. T he fi rst election fo r Secretary, Auditor, and T roasu,·er of 

State, Attorney General, _ i~trict J t111g,J :,; , i.\Icmbor:, of tho Board of 
E<1ncn,tio!l, D istrict Attorneys, 1fombcrs of Cong re,;~, and snch State 
Otticers as shall be elected at tho A pril election, i 1 the year ou o thous­

aml eight hundred n,nJ fi fty-seven, (except the Snpcrintcndent of P ub­
lic In.,tnwtion,) a11d snch county officers as were electe,1 at the Aaga ·t 

election, in the year one thousan d eigh t h uw1rn.1 a nd lifty--six, ernept 
Proseeuting Attorney~, shall be held on tho second Tnes,hy of Ocrnbcr, 

one thon~aml eight hnnd rwl and fifty-eight: Pl' cJU itlt d, that t:10 ti.me for 
whiuh any D istrict Judge or other State or conn ty oflle,,,. cleetecl at tl e 
A pdl election in the year one t.housani!. eig ht hunrhcd '111ll fif"cy- eight, 
shall not ,1xtcnd beyond the time fixed for ti ll ing l ike ofli.ce,; at tho Oe­

tober ele11tion, in tho year one tl1 ons::inrl eight hundre,1 :•.nd fifty-eight·. 

SEC. S. The fi rst election fo l" J11Jgcs of the Snpremc ~louri•, :-11111 <neh 

county otticers as shall be elected n.t tho Aug ast electi on, in th<' year 
one t hou~:1nd eight h undred an(l fi fty-seycn , shall be held on the s:cconJ. 

Tuesday of October, in th e year one thonsrtncl eig ht hnndre,1 and iif~,y­

niue . 
SEC. O. The first reguiar se,:;;:ion of the G r•7eral As~cm bly shall be 

held i n th_ year one thom,and ei g ht hnndrecl :1.nd fifty-c·ight, commenc­

ins on tho second Mon day of January of sa id yea.r. 
SEc. 10. Senators elected at the August clectioll, in tbc yc:t1· one 

thousand eight hundred and lifty-~ix, shail continue ia otl-ice unti l the 
sceond T uesday of Octob er, in the year one thons,wc'l eight h1u ,ll rec1 

and fifty-nine, at whieh ti me their successor s)iall be elected as :,my be 

prescribed by 1:J.w. 
SEC. 11 . Every person elected by popular vote, by a v ote of the 

General Assembly or who may holcl office by exeeutive appo intment, 

which oflice is continued by th is Constitut ion, ancl every per~on who 

sha,ll be so clertecl or appointed. to auy such oflice, before ~he taking 
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effect oft'.:i ° Constitution, (ex:·ept ::s in this Constitution othenvis,J pro­

vil1ecl,) s:t:111 co11 tin ne in office nnti l th e term for ,d1icb f.Hch pcrnon 
bas 1,een or rr·.iy be elected or ,•.ppointed ,,;]ml! expire ; bnt ;10 such pel'­

sn;_; :,iiall continae in otl-ice af:;er the taki ng effect of this Constit 11 tio11, 

for ::-, longer period than tho term of such oftiue, in this ( \Jnslitntiou 
pl'E'SC ,. '. !JP(~. 

:-:ir:c;. 12. Tbe General Assembly, at tbe fira t session nud er t:,i , Con­

:-tit L,~inn, ~hall district the State into eleven J udicial Di~tri •;~,;, fur Di•,­

triut C'cnft purposes ; and Rhall abo proYide for the apportionm ent of 

the; men,1)crs ~•i' the Gener:1,l Assmnbly in accordance with the prnv is­

i•_ms of 1.7,is Con~ titution. 

S1,c. 1:3. Th::,; Constitution s]rn,ll be submit ted to th e z,lcetors of the 

Sta te at the Angus~ electi on, in the year one tho usand eight lrnnch e,] 

and lift,,· ,·even, in the sever:i.l election disrric ts in thi~ State. The lxd­

lots at :u,_h d Pction sha ll be written or pri~1 t'ci 1l as foll ows: Th o,~ c in 

fayor of the 1_\;ustitution, " New Con"titutio ri-Yes." Tbose against 

th0 c,_.1,:;titm.i(,11, "::N" cw Oon '.'titutic11- N o." The elcetion shall be ,,01:­

<lPcted in tli c onrn c manner :1,•, the general dcctiocs of the State, and 

t he 1, :,J-l>o,-ks ~L all be rcturneil :111Ll canvassed as ))rovided in tLe twcnty­

fi :·th chapter of tl1c Code, and ab~tracts sh'1li be forw:i.rderl to the Sec­

re~ary of .State, which abstracts sh:ill be canvassed in the ma1mr,r pro­

Yide<l foi· th,_ can vass of State officers. .An,1 if it slrnLl a p1,ear t!iat a 

m:ij ority of :dl the votes cast at such elec,tion for ancl ag,,inst ·:,ts C'ot:­

i,,ti tutio u m·,~ in favor of the same, the Governo c shall immedi:,.Lei;: issue 

l1is procda1,,ati ., n stating that fact, and ,meh Constitution shall be the 

Cons~itv.:ioll uf the ~tate of Iowa, and shall take c1feut from a cc! after 
the pn-: J1;_~,atiu1t of m id proclamation. 

SEC. H. At the same election 1hat thiis Cou&titution is suLHdtcd to 

the pco1•:l, L,r its adoption of rejection, a prcpo~itio:1 to r.m,•·,rl t he 

snnw by s1 riki11.~ out the ,vord " white," from the artide on the'' nigh t 

of S nJfr,:::;''," sli~J l be separately Rnbmitt0d to the electors of Lhis State 

for ::tdl)p( on or reject ion, in t he manner fo llowing, viz: A st:parate 

ballot 1]'.l_;:y be given by every person having a right to vote at r, aid 

election, t n be deposited in a separate box. And those givea fo r the· 

adop lion of such p roposition shall have the wordll, "Shall {'ie word 

· white ' bl.l strid,:en out of the article on the 'H.ightof SuffragJ? ' Yes." 

And thw2 given ::.g:1.inst the proposition shall have the wordr-; "Shall 

the V>'0 ·d ' white' be stricken out of t he article on the 'Right of 

Sufl:'rr,go ?' No." Ancl if at s:1id electio n the number of ballots cast 

in favor vf rnid proposition, shall be equal to a majority of those er.s t 
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fo r ~nd agai11~t this Cons,itntion, LLen i,aid word "'.Vhite" r,hall 1,P 

e,tl'i(kcn from rni,1 article a n Ll be uo part thereof. 

So:,. 15. Unlit otl1 erwi~e t~irecte<i hy la w, the conn!}· of ::'l li lh, shall 

l,e in and a part of the S ixth Juc1ici al District of thiq Su,te. 

Done in C'unn•J1tio1t at Iowa City, this fifth day of ;\[arcl•, in tL8 year 

of onr Lord one thon:a :-: JJL1 (•ight huncl r ct1 an d fi fty -~:en·11, aud of the 

fode1Jen,fon1.e of the United S tates of America, the eigl1ty-Jir"t. 

In u.i~ti1:ony whe reof, we haYe hereunto subscr il>etl on r nL11,1cs: 

TDl d'l [TY D.\ Y, :,. r ,V. 1Wl31SSOS 
:-;, <,. Wl\TJH::--TER, LE\'.'lt, T c,DHll'.'f'':l',R, 
]>AYJJJ J\C.\KE L<, .JO H N J~F\\'AH]J:-;, 
V . P. l'.\L~1El1, .T. C. 'l'tLi_ER., 
cmn. w. ,~J,L~, J.un::-; F. WILSCJS, 
.T. C. H.',LL, A)I< i.:, H ,\RP.J,. 
J• r:!S 11. l'ETERS, .fMJ. T . CLA}tKE, 
YDI. H. \1' .-\ RKI:,;~, '.-o .• \ Y RES. 
H . \\'. (:il{.'. Y, . lLUti'EY .J. SK]Flc. 
JlU:ll'. C,OWEH., .T. ,·L l' Alt\.Il\, . 
lf . D. <i l t:; o, , 1Y. 1:-'E:'l' 'I CLARK 
TJiO)lAK :-,:;,"ELY, .TEH E. l[I JJ,Ll:·W~'.'\',)HTH. 
A. lI. \ !A.f{ TN, \DI. t' ATTEt,f,vi\', 
:r. H. J-: ~l fltSO.'.\, D \\T . l'RICE, 
K I.. l\. (' i_A.[lJ.;:.~, _\Lr' llE CS :.;coTT . 
.T :DIE::-i . \.. l'OU •. li , Gl•:Ot:.<•iF: Gll,L ,1 :•W't, 
lJ. H. i-iOL0~1IO:\', .EDWAl{ D J Ull M,l'0 .:\E, 

.Fl{AKCI S i:iPRJ '.\ti kR, PJtES JD E.'.\'l'. 

A TTE!sT : 
TlL J. '-;,\l''•'J;l:Hs . .','(('f((ury. 
l·:. _;_ DATE,, .·ls.si.o'!""t Secretary. 

UST OF S'LHE OFFI CERS. 

,Tn:'IIUA G. Nl•'.iYBOLD, (:orern-, r. 

J(JSL\lJ T. YOU.\'G, Secretary o_," State. 
lJlJI(E'.'\ IL 1-'llEJDIAS, Auditor of State. 

"'EOUGE W . .13:JDH:-:, Trraswer of State. 
D.J.YI D HECO.l,, R,;1isla ofi/1eS!"te J,,mcl O.:,,l"e. 
Jon;,;; F . :.lic,Tl,~KI,, Attan1ey-General. P. 0., ffashi, 1gl ri. 

E D\YA.R1) J'. HOL:IIES , C'lal.:811prcmc Cow·t . 
.TOHN' :s. ttONKI:<.U..:, RrportrrSupi·cme Cou1 ·t. 
C.',H L '.V. 1· 0N COELL.N', SllJ)Crintenilrnt of J'nl,/ic Jnsl;•Fcfi() ;1. 
J'Ol:iX I-I. LOOBY , Adjvlcmt c111cl l,1spector-Generul, and A. Q. J,J.-C:cncra/ . 

Norc,-'.\'herc nototherwi ~c staled, the post-oflicc address of State o!licers is Des :I.Ioi ncs. 
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Leg;slative Branch of ,''Ide Gorumncnt. 

Power:,. 
1. ;\L 1,n la,-r~. 2. Repeal hwf. 3. Restrictions. 
Gen"ntl .\.,,;embly. 
1. Dranches; a , House; b, Sr,nute. Time an(1 place of m c•i::;;. 

,l . .Ntrn~ber of members; a , House; u, Senate. 
Di st ricts. 
1. By " ·hem constituted and changed . 2. Kinds; a, Senatori:1.1; 

/.,, Ileprcsentati ve. 
Scna.te, -
1. .\ft>mlier5; ci , length of term; b, bow elerte(l I c, qualifical:on •1, 

t:ompeu,;ation ; c, pr ivile:i;y" • 2, Prefo i(!ing olli,·Lr. 3. \'a .:rnti •~. 
I1onH\. 
l. :.\l cmbe rs : a, leng1h of term ; b, bow elccte<l; r, q rnli flca tion; rl, 

co nipensa ti o11; e, pn1·i]eges. ~- l're,;itlin;; oflicer. 3. V,1.caueie.1, 
J.a ,·.' :\!akinfc. 
1. [!ill ; a, d efined ; u, where presented; c, becow c,; a b.w. 2. Yet0. 

:.; , Laws ta ke e1foet. 

GoH'r:10r. 
1. lfo-.1· t-le rted. 2. Tenn of Of-flee. 3. Du ties; a Commamle,· -in ­

,.J11ef ,,f 1,ti li t ia ; /, , c:<:ecute b,,·s; c, fill Y,,rnneies; d, coiFene le~­
i,,L,tn , ; e, write me~:iagc~; J~ p,.rclon crimi:rnls ; g, offer r t! ward:i. 

Lieu I e11«•' ,-GoYernor. 
1. h ow 1:lc-cted . 2. Term of office. S. Eligibi!; ty. -!. Duties; a, 

11 ~·•-•g i,Ji_\ in ticnate: h, to till YtH·,,~ncy in gu ·er1u.:rohip. 
Sn1,ninte,1•·ent of nublit: instrnction. 
1. ... lJow <- l~.'.led . ... 2. Ter1Y1 of ofric.:e. 3. Duties; (t, supei~1iee; OJ 

,'.i\'e 01,i nions on sc hool law ; c, report t•> legisb.tnre ; d, to p ro• 
mote (•tl-ieiency and Ilea , appeals. 

0th ·r ,:;fl1.1.:e1·s. 
1. ;:i.-cretary of State; 2, Aud itor ; 3, Treasurer; .J, Re;cif'ter of F-tn t':l 

Lwd ollke; 5, th os0 ele(;[ed by the GenEt',d A~~ernbly. 

lII. Judi6ol Eranch of State Gor.:rmnrnt. 

B. 

Ruprerne Conrt.. 
J. Tirn e:::; c1n tl places of h o1Uing. 2. :Function-; ; rt , nopol1f.1·~e j;__;ris"" 

tli •·ti"n; I>, correct errorn at la'i':; c, rup:-rvis,,ry cot trn l ofi nfe,·ior 
wn r t::. ,;. (;Jr\cers; a , jndges ; \") h ow elected;(/,\ 1,'rm ofotiice; 
(c• el:ts,i !ir·at1on; (cl ) c:h ief justice; (e) inel i;;!l,il't:r to any other 
nfll,·c:. I!, Attorney-Genera l ; i,ri) how elected· (/,) tt• J·m of o flic e ; 
11·. c\1,tip•,. c, utber,i: (·') enumerated, 1st rq ort·.:r, '.M d•crk; ,u) 
l1u w eledecl; (c) term cf oillce; (c/J <ldie.,. 

Distri "r 1111'1 C:in uit Courts. 
J. r1'1rne a11Ll pl..Lces of h old ing. 2. DistrictEi. Functions. e, CO·· 

ordtna·:e; (1iJ original jnrisc1iction; (u) appclhte jt!risuit:fr)n ; c) 
st1;"i(}J'\ i~i.un i (d) corre('.t ion of errors. b, ~·,-•~:~\r._;.t,e . -1. 0 li{ 'c:' f 8; 
, , , t' 1L!HlLrated; (a) j·.1d ges ; (b ) c!edc; (c) {li~ti·i et~c.1,ttorrr i:;ys ; tJ , 
Ji o· ek":?J. c:, f'."1:n of otlice; d, dnti cs. 

Ju3t11: 1 nnd L o lice Court~. 
1. How con~titnt.erl . ::!. Jnrisdiction. 3. Funci ion~. Carr:,· ont 

co•.u,ty 6n,·ermuents in like 1rninner. 

Tho f' r; nr.oi;c ht•"l'f'iY ith lH'f'sen tetl i :, intenJscl to provld~. fl.f; fn r a~ pc:~;~:ib1e, fri r n i l 
d a:,..scs 1 •f !n :-ti ,- l~: L'-; or t il L' Sta LC. \\ ·e CEllt lon cnun t y s u pc1·i:1tPlH;Pi!t~ a nd i nsLrnc tor.-; 
1!.0L to undel'ta i-" i11 all.) br:lncl1, 1n.ore !hill\ cnn be u.:cU rl.. t. u e, a11U 1 .. 1., h:nYC f.P: nu-:1thcr 
,renr ~u•·h rntrt :-. a ~ <·a1 1 nnt t: c st nclicd l l:!.L~ y;inr. 

t~nc.lou!lft•Lll,\· ltP J'l'l' \'l' 'HP11lS call iJe 111: 1,'C on this cour~c; bnt we nsk for it n !";l11· 
tria l, and th e c·ri~1 c1'.'HH uf the be~t il1l-lt r:-.., •:,,J 1~ a11ll ~uperi11tend~ut:-J will IJO ust•j lor 
ilupro·,-crnun ti n•·xt. ;:ca l'. 

C. w. YOX COELL~, 
Su1 ,erint~nden: of P1iblic lwtrucliu;,. 

DES ).for~rns, 1far8lt 1, 1877. 
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T H E ECLECTIC GEOGRAPHIES, 

The Nez:J Geography--thc prorlzict of the combined r.!f orts cf Ritter anti 
Hmnbo?clt, trmght with Srirnt1f.c Precision, Clearnrss 

ancl Accuracy. 

" T.rrn YEA J-;, 137i\" sap, J ns tice Dal3T, Presidrnt of the 
American GeographicD..l Soci ety, "compl<-'tecl the third quar­
tet' o[ the n ineteenth centm, ·, a perioc1 dir, ti ng tlislled by tile 
activity which has prevailed in e\'81')' brnnc'i o[ scit, n tiiic in­

qniry, but J?cidfcnlarl:i; cli.Yti11~11dslwd as a rcmnrl,xd1!e per iod 
of [J<'Of/rnp lticrll e:rploration (1Jui disco·1,er?J." 

Tllo Pi-e:3 ident proceeds "·ith a, su mming 11p 0£ the extendecl 
arnl impodant exp lo1·ations tlnough China , Japan, Siheria , 
Southe rn .Arabia,, Persia, ,:: fg hanistan, Beloochi:'.itan, Tndia, 
Mesopotamia, Palestin~ ancl ALrica,; and "out o,'-'11 explora­
tion of t1,e (.; reat \Ve:., tern Re,crio n between the 1\1issitisip1Ji arn1 
the I'acili c." 

Thc '.''J re markable aclvirncc s in t h e science of geography 
have nPc<~::;s i tated c)1anges from the olc1 text- Looks on 19.;eogra­

p11y 6eEcral1y in u se in tbe sc llouls, ancl if a clrnngP is con • 
templatecl in your sc} ool s, wt· wonlc1 r espeGtfnlly invite your 
atte~1tion to the 

ECJ.AECTIC GEOGl~APlIIES .. 
1,Vo bcl ii-we you will fincl them all y ou dl'she. They art; 

• bro t,gh· clo wn to elate, and t->mbntcP tl.J.e resul ts of thl' very 
h1 test explorations. They rue compact and nea,t, ancl cht~,:oes 
can 1t1f1 ste r tlie rn in t1rn tim" u:_,u;~]ly allotted to the study . 
.At t he same time they are nor scanty, the n•qni site :tnllnes:,i 
being obtained by a jn cli cious exclu sion of all nnimportaut 
deta1ls . P hysical and poli!ical geography go hand. in hand 
in cl ue reJation and proportion . The system of map clrnwini; 
is t lrn siniplPs t and most p rncticable, a1 cl the nwps t/1cm.sr.Z,xs 
·1,rc {he 1afrst, the rnost rdial;?e, and the most becmt{f'all.'j e,T-

uferl eve1· µrese nted in ,L!1r Ame1·ican Text-Book on Ge-
'[Lphy. r ery Respectfully, 

VAN ANT-VYERP, BRAGG- & CO, 



To Teachers, Count~ Su~erinten~ents, 
AND 

School Officers. 
• 1•• u • 1, ,.. 11ll1 1 l l1 ll1 1 l t 1 ll11 11 , 1t 11l l1 l l1 1 l l1 ll 1•• t 1 

The publishers wish to call your: ,attention to their superb stock of 
Books, Stationery, &c., being the largest and most complete in the 
State. Our stock of 

MISCELLANEOUS, STANDARD AND JUVENILE BOOKS, 
Will always be found full and complete, and our school book 

stock embraces everything in general use. 

Our line of 

REW ARD CARDS, BOOKS. PICTURES. &c., 
Is such as to exactly meet the wants of Teachers fo r Presents. 

Mail orders for these goods, left to our selection, 
will always have our most careful 

attention. 

We keep constantly on hand all the most approved 

School RB[istBrs, Class Books, Blank District RBcords, &c., &c. 

We invite correspondence of School Bo:trds contemplating 
the purchase of 

MAPS, GLOBES, OR OTHER SCHOOL APPARATUS. 
Being agents for the best manufacturers in the country enables 

us to offer these goods at very low prices. 

------- ------
We make a liberal discount to Teachers from the Catalogue price 

of all Books. 
Mail orders promptly attended to. 

RE DHEAD & WELLSLAGER, 
Des Moines, Iowa. 



ECLECTIC EDUCATIONAL SERIES. 

HARVEY'S READERS. 
Harvey's Graded School Readers have been in­

troduced into sixty-one public schools of New York 
City, and have been re-adopted for 1877 by the 
City B oard of Education. 

HA.RVEY's READERS are emphatically iudorsed by all teachers using 
them as THE BEST for attracting the keenest interest of pupils ; for 
cultivating a refined literary taste ; and ·for producing really good re­
sults in reading. 

E ncouraged by such hearty and unanimous commendation, the pub ­
lishers respectfully urge the introduction of HA.RVEY's READERS into 
classes not already using them. 

HARV~Y's READERS are remarkable for purity of thought and pro­
priety of expression. 

HARVEY'S READERS are fresh !tnd original both in conception and 
execution. 

--- •- --
No other school Readers have met with such a unanimous and hearty' 

indorsement of the teaching profession. 

H,rnvEY's READERS aid the teacher by an abundance of practical 
suggestions. 

HARVEY'S READERS embody what is now generally admitted to be the 
most efficient mE.ans of securing correct pronunciation: the use of 
a simple, consistent and familiar system of diacritical marks. 

Mechanical reading is impossible to the pupil who has been taught 
upon the plan of HaRVEY's READERS. 

VAN ANTWERP: BRAGG & CO. , CINCINNATI. 

HARVEY'S READERS win the real interest of children. 
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