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FOREWORD 

The Thirty-Eighth General Assembly passed an act providing for 
the teaching of American Citizenship in the public and private 
schools located in the State of Iowa, and providing for an outline 
for such subjects. 

In accordance with this act a brief outline was prepared soon 
after the law was enacted and mailed to all the schools as a guide 
for the work which was to be done. Then plans were made and 
a committee was appointed to hold conferences and later select 
a smaller committee to write the course of study. The outline given 
in these pages and in two companion pamphlets for other grades 
is the result of the work of that committee and has been officially 
approved by the Department of Public Instruction and is now the 
official outline for the course in American Citizenship for the pub­
lic and private schools in the State of Iowa. It is expected that 
every County Superintendent in the State will devote some time in 
the next teachers' institutes to giving the teachers instruction upon 
this course and explaining the methods by which the best results 
may be secured. 

I sincerely hope that this outline may be of much help to the 
pupils, teachers, parents, and boards of education and that it may 
rPsult in making better qualified citizens in the State of Iowa. 

P. E . McCLENAH.AN, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. 



PREFACE 

The Thir ty-Eighth General Assembly of the state of Iowa en­
act ed a law requiring all public and private schools located within 
the state of Iowa to teach the subject of American citizenship . 
Section two of that act says '' The superintendent of public instruc­
tion shall prepare and distribute to all elementary schools an out­
line of American citizenship for all grades from one to eight, in­
clusive. " 

In compliance with that law, the committee appointed by the 
super in tendent of public instruction, submits this outline for the 
t eaching of American citizenship in the grades. The aim is to pre­
sent t o the grade teacher such suggestions in method of presenta­
tion, an d such material for use by the teacher in class instruction, 
as will constitute a well balanced course in the fundamentals of 
citizenship. The purpose of the course in citizenship is to give the 
child such instruction and training as will help to make him a good 
citizen. Th e aim of the course is both immediate and remote. The 
course r ecognizes the child as a young citizen, a member of various 
communi ties such as th e home, the school, the neighborhood, the 
city, the state and the nation, and aims to develop habits and ideals 
which will make for right conduct and relationship as a young 
citizen. It also recognizes in the child the future adult citizen with 
wider duties and obligations, and aims in part to bring about such 
development as will make for efficient citizenship in the years to 
come. 

The course for the grades is presented in three groups: Primary, 
including first, second and third grades; Intermediate, including 
fourth, fifth and sixth grades; Grammar, including seventh and 
eighth grades. I n the primary grades the aim is three-fold-to 
cultivate good manners; to develop wholesome health habits; to 
tea ch elementary principles of good citizenship. The subject mat­
t er in the primary grades is arranged in lessons and definite sug­
gest ions are made as to the frequency of lessons and as to matter 
to be presented. The committee believes that definite suggestions 
as to matter and methods are of great value in the grades because 
of the rapid changing personnel of our elementary teachers. The 
same plan is followed, in part, in the intermediate grades. How­
ever , more latitude is given the teacher in the intermediate grades 
and the subject matter is presented less in detail but with the same 



PREFACE 6 

degree of thoroughness. 1'he use of elernentar)' texts may well 
begin with the intermediate pupils and illustrativr materials may 
be placed in their hands. The ontline for the seventh ancl eighth 
graclrs se ts forth a wrll clcvclopcc1 course in community ci;-ics and 
may well be supplcmcntec1 with a g00 d text book in the hands of 
the pupils. Excellent trxt books are now appearing, many of 
wliich inrlude both comrnullity civics and the ciYics of the state 
and nation. 

'rhc on tline inclmles a list of reference books and outlines as well 
as the best texts now published by the various book publishing 
companirs. Directors and teachers in r ural schools, anc1 the boards 
of education and superintrn<lcntR in town and city schoolR, are urged 
to provide for their school libraries all t he books referred to in 
tl1e ontli11e. 'l'hr brst reRnlts in teaching citizr1rnhip can be had 
on ly when trnchcrs ancl pupils a re well suppl ied with supple­
mentary material. 

The co mmittee submitting this ontlinr on citizenship wishes to 
aclrnoll'lrclg-e valuable assis1ancc rrnclrl'e,l h~- Dr. ITem_v J. Peter­
son, P1·ofrssor of Government in the Trac hers College; to 1\Irs. Floe 
Correll Francis, former Snpenising Cl';tic in Teachers College ; to 
George F . Robeson, of tbc "\Yest Des ::\loines High ScLool, and to 
other tead1crs interested in the teaching of civics an d citizenship in 
the schools of Io"·a. 1\Iuch of the material used in the outline was 
gathered and used in stndy center work in the Teachel'S College. 
Mrs. Francis arranged the outline and added the references for 
the work in the primary grades. Mr. Peterson di cl the same work 
for the intermediate grades, aud 1\Ir. Robeson arrangrcl the outline 
for the grammar grades. Acknowledgments are also made to 
several primary, intermediate and grammar grade teachers for 
valuable suggestions. 

SUGGESTIOXS TO TEACHERS 

If cn-1c t raining is to be effective it ought to begin with the 
child'8 en trance in scbool and ought to he contiirnons and per­
sistent. The chief consideration is to cnltiYate a lrnbitnal attitude 
of mind towards one's ci-\'ic relation and responsibility and toward 
the community's organization and practice by which alone these 
responsibilities can he fulfilled.. Tt is generally conceded that t rue 
Americ:au ideals must be created in the minds of onr American youth 
while they arc in the public schools. These ideals relate in a large 
measure to the immediate activities in which they grow up and in 
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which they expect to spend their lives as adults in the community. 
Many of our boys and girls will spend their lives in towns and 
cities and so they must be made acquainted with those activities in 
which town and city people li-ve. The policeman, fireman, post­
man, street cleaners, garbage collectors, care and protection of prop­
erty, corrupt ion in politics, etc., ought to be emphasized by teachers 
in t owns and cities. But e-ven more of our boys and girls will live 
in rural communities and will be actiYe in those things in which 
rural p eople a r e most concerned. As citizens they must think 
about roads, playgrounds, calf clubs, seed corn, game laws, taxes, 
courts, community morals, prevention of waste, pure air and water, 
and th e prevention of diseases among people and among farm ani­
mals. It is necessary to keep in mind the community needs when 
t eaching citizenship to boys and girls. 'l'he frequent moving from 
town and city to country a1~d from country back to to,vn and city 
n ecessi tates that teachers of citiz enship present the fundamentals 
of both rural and city life to both groups of pupils. Their skill in 
handling th r.se and similar problems will be the measure of their 
civiliza tion and progress in either the city or rural community. 

Many courses in civics fail because they fix attention upon the 
machinery of gover nment rather than upon the elements of com­
munity welfa r e for which government exists; that is, they familiar­
ize the pupil with the manipulations of the social machinery without 
showin g him the impo1·tance of the social ends for which the ma­
chinery should be used. Consequently, the pupil upon leaving 
school, uses his knowledge for ends which are most evident to h im, 
his own selfish interests. If civic teaching is to improve citizen­
ship and is to give a better understanding as a basis for a more 
a ctive par ticipation in the affairs of the community, the state a nd 
the nation, the subject of civics must be socialized. By socializing 
civics we mean the prcsenta tion of the fundamental principles of 
civics and citizenship in the class room in a manner as nearly as 
possible like these activities are carried on by the people in the 
communities, the state and the nation. The truth is now recog­
nized that we learn to do by doing. Dramatization has come to be 
the most effective way of teaching many of the most fundamental 
principles of citizenship. 'l'he proper way to present the subject 
of "elections" is for the teacher to conduct a mock r egistration and 
election in the class room. "\Yith the teacher as instructor and 
guide, t he pupils should carry out the entire proceeding, even to 
the m1:1,king of registration books, the printing or writing of ballots, 
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construction of voting booths, choosing of judges of election, count­
ing of ballots, etc. Presenting the subject in this manner will call 
to the atten1ion of the pupil many different phases of the subject 
otherwise passed over. Do not only talk about community life, 
but encourage your pupils to investigate different conditions and 
activities in the community and report in class. 

Each lesson ,yhile being definitely correlated with other lessons, 
should be complete in itself and have a keynote which is em­
phasized. One lesson, for example, may emphasize the pupil's de­
pendency upon the community; another, the pupil's r esponsibility 
t o the community. 'l'he subject matter found in this sylla,bus should 
be supplemented by informal class discussions and the continual 
use of questions and answers on local civic subjects. Plan to have 
special objectin material which bears on the lesson at each class 
session. Such material may consist of pictures, sample ballots, 
charts, legislative bills, garden plans, park plans, products of hand 
work, country road improvements, reports of clean-up campaigns, 
of calf clubs and pig clubs, of curr ent events, poems, patriotic 
speeches, and stories that can be given in two or three minutes by 
members of the class. 

Patriotism is an essential and vital part of every citizen's train­
ing and equipment for life. Therefore, we must teach patriotism 
in a vital and material way, as well as give the pupil an enthusi­
astic appreciation of the leading men and women of America and 
of American institutions. The life and character of the leading 
men and women of American ought to be presented in such manner 
as will cause boys and girls to love and admire our national leaders 
and to give to such names as ·washington, Adams, Jefferson, Hamil­
ton, Lincoln and Roosevelt a high place among the names of the 
great men of the world. 

'11 hrift and saving is one of the fundamental virtues of present 
day American life. The teacher ought to encourage the spirit of 
thrift in the pupil as early as possible in his school course. The 
teacher can well afford to organize a school bank in which the pupils 
may deposit their pennies and receive a "deposit slip" and learn 
to keep a "pass book." When a pupil has a deposit of one dollar 
or more, adYise him to draw out his money and place it in a real 
savings bank. Children should be taught the saving habit. 

In making this outline, the committee found as their greatest prob­
lem, the reconciling of different views as to what a course in citi­
zenship ought to be. 'l'he material offered in this outline is not en-
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tirely new. It has all been tried and found successful in one place 
or another. However, good or bad t his outline may be, its suc­
cess will depend Jargely on the teacher using it. In the hands of a 
wise, sensible teacher, one who realizes that the teacher is the 
mainspring in the class recitation, this outline will prove to be 
of both immediate and far-reaching value. In the hands of the 
supercritic, or the teacher who finds that her own way of doing 
things is not made prominent this outline will prove of little value. 
Give it a fa ir trial and enrich it from your own experience and su c­
cess. 



COURSE IN AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP 
Gntcles 4, 5 a n(l 6 

SGGGESTlONS TO TEACHEHS 

The work in the primary grades has aimed to lay the fo undation for 
good cit izenship, flrnt by deYeloping in the child some of the fundamenta l 
civic v irtues, a nd second, by arousing his internst in to,; ics of civic im port­
ance as fo und in his immediate environme~1 c. This s tudy is continued 
t hrough the interm r·r! iate grades, but emphasis is laid on group activities 
within the child's e, perience an cl to develop in him a conception of the 
priYilege of being a n American cit izen ancl of t he duty l:e has as a citiz<?n. 

These lessons in grades four, five and six attempt to draw out from tb.e 
pupil's experience what he knows about the community, the town, tl1e 
city, the to,Ynship and the county go,·ernment with which he comes in 
contact, as to ac ti l"ities a nd officers, and to organize that know ledge into 
definite information. 

During these years of the pupil's school experience he is eager to repro­
duce and the teacher will do well to encourage dramatization wherever it 
fits in to good advantage. Give the pupil problems ,mitable for his age 
and advancement a nd encourage an inquiring nature in the pupil. Give 
the pu11il a chance to oboerve and to tell what he has seen. 

Although the committee r ecommends no particular text to be used in 
these grades, we do suggest that suitable books ought to be placed with 1n 
reach of the pupil s and should be encouraged t o prepare much of each 
lesson f rom books as well as from experience. Good books for interruedi't te 
grades a re now rapidly appearing, and the list of books prepared by t he 
committee and found in the back of the outline, wi ll be fo unu among the 
best. 

The suggestions for use in the first three grades have sought to bring 
the child to see tha t he is one of a large group, t hat to live harmoniously 
with that group ll9 must accept gratefully ancl gracefully the help t he 
/!roup can g ive hirn. and that he, in turn, must give h is help gladly and 
thoughtfully to others. That interdependence he has se,~n fi r st in his· home 
and 1 'lter in his school. He has had developed in him a feeling for his 
coun',y and its flag, and has lcnrned, in a general way, that he depe11ds 
on his country and his co nn try depends on him. The personal virtues 
"·hich make good citizens have also been developed. 

These lessons for grades four, five and six attempt to clraw out from 
the child's experience what he knows about the city, tO\Ynship, and county 
government with which he comes in contact, as to activitie~ ancl officers, 
and to organize that knowledge into definite information, also, in view of 
that information, to develop in h im a conception of the privilege of being 
an American citizen and of the duty he has as an AmeriC'an citizen. 

It is s uggested that the Introductory section and the section on Education 
be used in the fourth grade, the sections on Health, Recreation, and Beauti­
fying the Community in the fifth grade, ancl the sections on Communication, 
Protection of Life and Property, Poor Relief, Public c\loney and E lections in 
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the s ixth grade. Each sub-topic \Yas not w ritten as one lesson, as many 
will require several lesson periods for discuss ion. 

This outline is only suggestive, noL exhaustiYe. Much h elpful material 
for elaboration w ill be found in the books mention ed for reference. 

SOCIAL GROUPS 

Introduction . . The aim in this topic is t o bring out the meaning of be­
longing to a group , with the duties a nd privileges attached, an d to offer 
a general survey of the local township, county and town, with the idea of 
testing the pupils' acquaintance w ith them. The brief outlines of tow nship, 
county, and city goYernments are included to giye the pupil framewo rk into 
which to fit the informat ion of the later topics. 
I. Belonging to a Group. 

a. The simplest relationsh ip is the individual. 
Recall the story of Robinson Crusoe, pointin!\" out the differ­

ence between his life and ours clue to the fnC't t hat he lived 
alone wh ile we live with others. 

b. · The fi rst group to which the child belongs is the fam ily. Wh t'.I 
belongs to the family? Make a l ist of the dil'ferent members 
of the family. Why do t hese persons constitute the family? 

c. The next group to which the child belongs is th e neighborhood. 
The neighborhood constitutes several families living near 
each other. Who belongs to your nei;;hhorhood? People 
get acquainted with each other and have a friendly feel ing. 

d. Another group to which we belong is the township . It is a 
geographical area fo r the purpose of government. It may 
contain several neighborhoods. Still another group is the 
county, which consists of several t ownships, an d yet another 
is the State, and even the Nation. 

1. Belonging to the Fami ly. 
The different members of the fami ly. P lace on the board an out­
line showing the family group. ~Vho are uncles and aunts, and 
cousins, and grandparents? State the obligations of the parents 
toward the children, a nd of the duties of the children toward the 
parents. Love and affection of the parents for their child ren. How 
the children may return that love an d affection. Children helping 
the parents in the house, in t he store or shop and on the farm. 

2. The Neighborhood. 
a. The number of families living in the neighborhood. The n umber 

of people. Their occupations and professions a nd business. 
b. The appearance or t he neighhorhood . How may it be improved? 

Houses, homes, garages, farm buildings, fences, cemeteries, 
schools, ch urch es. school an d church yards, streets, roads a nd 
roadsides, sidewalks, paths, s tores. 

Does this neighborhood compare favorably with others y ou 
have seen? 

c. Modern co:iveniences for use in t he home. Stoves and ranges, 
furnaces , water systems, li~hting lamps. gas, el8ctricity, mod-
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ern tools for work in the house, in the store, on the farm, 
in the factory, or in business. 

cl. Connection with the outside world. Main roads of t raffic. 
Kinds or roads, the telephones, telegraph, mail de livery. 

e. Activities of the people-house entertainments, clubs, school en­
tertainments, lodges, churches, amu sement places. Does this 
neighborhood offer social activities to people of all ages or do 
they go elsewhere to find them? 

3. The B eginning of t he Township._ 
a. Many of th e first settlers in Iowa came from the Southern States. 

In the south they were accustomed to the county a nd they 
had 110 townships. They naturally established the same kind 
of units of go,·ernment in Iowa. Later penple came from the 
east where they had townships and bad been accustomed to 
township government. In the middle easte rn states the people 
had three divisions of local government--tow n, the township 
and the county. 

b. Our first governor, Robert Lucas , came from Ohio a nd urged 
the legislature of the territory to provide fo r townships. One 
r eason he gave was that it would be easier to provide for 
schools if the counties were divided into t ownships. He also 
said, "ordinary local bus iness of the county could be carried 
on more l'0nveniently for the people and at a saving of money 
if the town sh ips were created." The legislature of the terri­
tory, t herefore, in 1840, gave the board of supervisors t he 
right to divide the county into townships, but it was only 
gradually that townships were introduced. 

c. Townships are usually six miles square and contain 36 sections 
of land. In early times, however , there were few bridges, and 
wherever river s run through a co unty the townships are ir­
regular in shape and size. The board of supervisors gave the 
townships their names. Sometimes they were named after 
early settlers an d often after men of national prominence or 
characters of hi story. Pocahontas co unty has F remont, 
Cass, Hamilton, Ellsworth, Scott, Lyon and Lincoln to wnships. 

Officers in the Township. 
a. Three men known as a board of t rustees are chosen by the 

voters to manage the affairs of the township. Some of the 
things they do are to act as election judgas when the general 
elections are held , to act as a board of health for t he town­
ship, to ove rsee road makin • in the township, and to decide 
if the assessor has taxed the people fair ly. 

b . The voters choose one m a n, a township clerk, to keep a record 
of the business done by the board of trustees. An assessor is 
al so elected to estimate the value of property for taxing and 
learns what property the person has and how much it is 
worth. ~ 
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c. T,rn con~tables are elected to keep order in the township and 
edorce the la\\·. They make ar rests of persons offending the 
law. Two Justices of the Peace are elected whose duty it is 
to act as judges and try persons who have broken the law, 
and fix the punishment. 

Our Township. 
a. What is t he name of our township and how did the name orig­

in ate'? Draw a map of th e township, showing the size and 
sha]le and what townships bound this one. What villages, 
to1vns or cities are in th is township, and what other neigh­
borhoods are there. Do these neighborhoods ha Ye names? 
Wllat are the different occupations of the people in this town­
ship, and what do most of the people work at? What public 
roads run through this township? Are there any state or 
national highways running through the to\\·nship? Name the 
rivers, lakes and creeks found here. Are there any parks, 
or picnic grounds or beauty places near here? 

b. Who are the present township officers and when were they 
elected? (The County Auditor compiles a County Financial Re­
port showing names of township officers, etc.) 

First White Men in Our Neighborhoods and Townships. 
a. Julien Dubuque ,1·as the first whi te man to make Iowa his 

h ome. Having heard of the lead mines along the Mississippi 
river, h e came here to mine lead about one hundred thirty 
years ago. He fir st heard of the lead through the Indians. 
The Indians owned the land but they gave him permission to 
open the mines, and for many years he made friends of the 
Indians an d lived among them. As there was no place in so 
n ew neighborhood to market his lead ore, or buy supplies, 
Dubuque would place his lead ore on a boat or raft and 
float cl own the river to St. Louis where he got supplies in 
exchange. Before very long other men interested in mining 
came to liYe in this communi ty. Fur traders also came in 
these early years, for wild animals were plentiful in Iowa. 

h. Farmers began to come to Iowa a little Jess than a hundred 
years ago from the Ohio valley and later from the eastern 
southern states. Some of them came by boat; more came by 
wagon acro ss the plains, the wife driving the ox team, the 
children ridi ng or running behind the wagon, and the man 
driving the cattle. Their first houses were of logs or of 
sod and were u s ually built along the hanks of streams or at 
the edge of woods for shelter. Learn all you can about these 
early set tl ers and compare them with our people now. Also 
learn of early neighborhoods and how they differ from our 
present neighborhood. Find good books on Indian life and 
tell how tbe Indians lived when first found by the white 
settlers in Iowti. 
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4. How Goimties Were Macle in lo ica. 

a. In the very early years this part of the country did not have 
enough people to make it a territory or a state, so what is 
now Iowa was made a part of the Territory of Michigan. In 
1834 the territorial legislature thought there were enough 
people to warrant dividing the Iowa country into two counties. 
They were named Dubuque and Des Moines counties. It would 
seem queer now if our state had but two counties. As more 
and more people came more divisions had to be made until 
now we have ninety-nine counties. 

b. In early times the county officers were appointed by t he gover­
nor of the territory. Since he was appointed by the President 
of the United States, his home was often not in Iowa, so he 
did not know the people here. Therefore the people soon 
asked Congress to allow them to choose their own officers, 
which it did. 

c. The Io1rn counties were named by the state legislature. Like 
our townships many of them are named for our presidents 
or other great men. However we find a number of Indian 
names, some named after men in Iowa, some named after 
presidents. 

The Officers Who Manage County Affai rs. 
a. W hen Iowa was made a state the county was governed by a 

board of three commissioners. Later t he pe0ple thought it 
would be a good plan to have just one man to manage all the 
county business. However he was poorly paid and often tried 
to get mo re money by stealing fro m t he county. People grew 
tired of this and finally the state legislature provided for a 
board of supervisors in each county. 

b. At present t here a re three, five or seven supervisors, as the 
people may desire. They decide what shall be done in the 
county, subject to the la"·s of the state legislature. If a per­
son works fo r the county the supervisors must pass on the 
bill before it can be paid. They decide what poor people 
shall have aid and what kind it shall be . They decide whether 
township taxes are equitably levied a nd fa irly distributed. 
They are resptmsible for the county ,buildings-as t he county 
court house. 'l'hey are also, in part, responsible for the build­
ing of the principal roads of the county. In fact this board 
has m uch work to do. The county newspapers publish a 
statement of what they do at each meeting. T!-1e statement 
g ives valuable information to the residents of the county. 

c. There are several other county officers. 'fhe auditor acts as 
clerk to the board of supervisors. The treasurer r eceives the 
taxes and pays out the money spent by t he county through 
the board of supervisors. The recorder keeps a record of all 
deeds and other important papers. There a re several officers 
cov--::.ected with the courts, a clerk, a sheriff, who makes ar-
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rests for the county, a county attorney, who is in charge of 
cases against people accused of crime, a coroner, who investi­
gates deaths that occur in a suspicious way, and the superin­
tendent of schools, who has charge of rural schools. 

a. Explain the manner of naming the county. After whom was it 
named? Tell about the first settlers and the first settlements 
made. Read stories o! early days in Iowa and tell them in 
class. Tell about the Indian life in this county. What tribes 
were here? Describe the physical !eatures of the county-lay , 
of the land, rivers, timber, farm land, villages, towns, 
cities. Size of county. Which is the largest county in Iowa? 
The smallest? 

b. How many townships in this county? Name them. Draw a 
map of the county locating townships, towns and cities, rivers, 
lakes, school buildings in townships, etc. Tell about the dif­
ferent occupations of the people of the county. Occupations 
of those in the city, and how do they differ from those in 
rural districts? Tell about activities in agricultural, indus­
trial, commercial and pro!essonal lines. 

Describe the importance or any county seat. Describe our county 
seat. How large is the county seat? What business in the 
county seat is of interest to all people of the county? 

Name the different officers in the county and give the names of 
the present officers. 

6. How Towns Grew. 
a. When early settlers began to have grain and stock to sell they 

were in need of a market-a place where there were buyers 
of grain and other produce. They also needed a place to buy 
supplies, which they could not produce on their farms. So 
some men began to build stores and to sell groceries, dry 
goods, boots and shoes and other things required. These 
people naturally gathered in groups and so a village or a 
town was started. 

b. As more and more veovle moved into a town it was found that 
there had to be certain rules or laws made so that everybody 
might be comfortable, healthy and safe. It was also found 
that because they lived close together they could do many 
things together which farmers could not do lrncause of the 
distance which separated them. For this reason these groups 
of people have a special kind of government which we call 
city or municipal government. For them this takes the place 
of the township government. 

c. The people of the town elect men to decide what shall be done 
in the town. These men make up the city council. The 
council makes rules about how to keep our streets clean, 
how we may have light and r;as, how fast we may drive auto­
mobiles on the street, and many other matters pertaining to 
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the city or town . The highest officer in the town or city is 
the mayor, who sees that the rules ma de by the council of 
the town are carried out. 

a. Tell all about how our town or city began. Who were the first 
people to settle here, and why did they es tablish the town on 
this particular spot? There are generally good reasons for 
establishing towns and cities at certain places, find out the 
reason for this town. Does the name of this town have any 
parti cular meaning? 

b. Does the town make a good appearance to a stranger entering 
it for the first time? Why ought the depots and grounds 
around railroad stations be well kept? 

c. How many people live in this town? What do they do to earn a 
living? Are there many retired from work or business 
living here? V/ha,t are some of the advantages in living in 
our town or city? What are some of the most important 
duties of citizens towards their town or city? Do all people 
recognize their duties towards the town as well as their 
rights in the town? 

d. lVhat are the principal organizations of the people in town? 
Tell a.bout the schools, the churches, the commercial club, 
business men's clubs, Boy Scouts, Campfire Girls, Y. ·w. C. A., 
Y. M. C. A., lodges, civic organizations, play grounds, amuse­
ment parks. 

e. How do you like this town compared with other to\\·ns you know 
about? In what ways would you have the town improved? 
Make a list of the things you think the town ought to do. 
How can men and women other than officers help to make the 
town better? How can boys and girls help make the towns 
better? What about clean-up campaigns? 

6. Belonging to the Nation Group. 
a. Think back to the time when the first white people came to 

this country. They belonged to England, or to Holland or 
Spain or Sweden. Most of these early people came from 
England and were known as Englishmen. They finally be­
came prosperous and wanted to be free to govern themselves. 
The Revolutionary war was fought t.o free the colonists from 
the government of England. Then people were independeat 
to govern themselves and they called their country the United 
States and called themselves Americans. 

b. There are now different ways in which other people coming 
from Europe may become Americans or citi.zens of the United 
States. A boy or girl born in this country is by birth a citizen 
of the United States. Suppose a family moves here from Den­
mark. The father may go to the judge of the Dis trict court at 
the county seat and declare that he wants to become an 
American citizen. The court clerk w ill give him "first papers: • 
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After waiting five years, in which time the man must show 
that he is worthy of becoming an American citizen, he goes 
again to tl.Je judge. The judge asks him questions about our 
government and its hi story and of h is intentions to support 
the government and be a loyal person. lf h is answers are 
satisfactory the man is given his "final 11apers" or "citizenship 
papers." When the man becomes a citizen his wife and chil­
dren under age a re al oo citizens, just because he is. Only 
white people and black peo ple may become citizens in this 
way. A Chinaman c:rnuot become naturalized, bu t one born in 
this country is a citize n by birth . 

Give good definition of citizen, a lien, naturalization. What a re 
the privileges of citi,:ens? ?,Jake a list of these privileges . 
How many of these privileges do non-citi zens also have? Name 
privileges had by citizens that a re not had by aliens who a re 
living here. What are the chief duties of a ll citizens toward 
their government? State diffe r ent ri ghts of all citizens and 
then state corresponding cl uties. What do we mean by be ing 
loyal citizens of our country'! 

7. Ot her E arly Settlements. 

a. Give accounts of the follow ing men and tell where t hey settled: 
Basil Giard, Loui s Honori, Dr. I\Iuir, Antoin Le Claire, Colonel 
George Davenport, Lewis and Clark, Pierre Chouteau, Joseph 
M. Street. 

References: 
Sabin- The Making of Iowa. 
Aurner-Iowa Stories. 
Meyerholz-The Government of Iowa and the United States. 
Horack-The Government of Iowa. 

EDUCATION 

Introduction. The aim of thi s chapter is to trace the development of 
schools in Iowa and to show how co-operation on the part of a ll makes 
possible our pr~sent school system. 

1. Early ,'-il'hools in Ioua. 

a. A public school is one of t he first things settlers in a new country 
require. Their children must be educated. Even before Iowa 
had a government of its own t he people provided schools for 
their children. They realized that if their ch ildren were to 
grow up to be useful and suecessful citizens they must have an 
education so that they could take an intelligent part in the 
government. These early schools were very s imple ; several fam­
ilies joined together to hire one teacher for al! their children. 
These people did not have much money and could not pay a 
teacher m uch salary. They gene rally paid the teacher part 
cash and part in other things s uch as board and lodging at the 
hom es of the children, in woo"! i11 vegetables, in laundry work. 
You wi ll fin d interest in rL· ,Hliug, "The Making of IolYa," by 
Hen ry Sabin, in the sto r ie~ 11e tells about these early schools. 
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2. The Piiblic School. 
a. After more people bad moved in and families ,rnre closer together 

it became possible to open pnblic scbools. It was better for all 
families to work together than for each family or small group 
of families to provide for their own children. It was just going a 
step farther than the private school. Under this management all 
children, rich or poor, \\'ere provided with schools and all tax­
payers helped pay the expernscs by paying the school tax. Think 
of the advantages of our public scbools of toda.y over the early 
private schools and even over the early public schools-hetter 
teachers, better builuings, not so far to school, better books, 
saving of money, and equal privileges for all children. 'fhe names 
of Henry Sabin and Homer H. Seerley have been closely asso­
ciated with the early schools of Iowa. 

Oitr Schools. 
a.• The people who compose the school-pupils, teachers, parents. 

Each of these gronps i6 connecteu with the school. Explain how 
each is part of a successful school. Explain how each group may 
help to make better schools. What constitutes loyalty to the 
school from each of these group6? 

b. Our School Building. How was the land acquired on which our 
building stands? Inquire of your parents or other people who 
formerly owned the land and what it cost when the school author­
ities purchased it. 

How was tile money provideu for the grounds and buildings? By 
taxes? When was the present building erected? Show how all 
the people co-operated in building this school building by paying 
taxes just as much as if each one had hauled brick and lumber 
or had worked by the clay on the ,building. 

c. How may our school building and grounds be improved and beauti­
fied? Why ought the school rooms be kept perfectly clean and 
sanitary? What furni6hings are necessary for the up-to-date 
school building? Tell about the flag over the building and what 
it signifies to the school and to the public. What kind of meetings 
other than school work are carried on in the school building? 
Is it a community center in this community? Do we have even­
ing school, or continuation school here? 

d. The Pupil Group. 
Discuss the various reasons why children and young people ought 
to attend school. How long have we had compulsory education 
here in Iowa and what are the ages during which pupils must 
attend school? vVho is the truant officer for your school and why 
must he act as an official? Since many children are working 
together in one room, what rules are necessary that all may do 
the best work possible? 

e. The Teacher. 
Who may teach school in the s tate of Iowa? What is the age 
required and what training must the teacher have? Must she 
have a certificate in order to teach school? Why do men and 
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women noed to attend school lon.~er to prepare to teach school 
than clo those who work at sorne oth"r I rados or JJrolessi011s? 
Whore does the teacher get her trai11i!1.~ for teaching? 

f. The Parent Cro11p. 

We cannot have a school unless someone in till' commnuity i·, 
willing to louk after the l,usiness connected 11ilh it. Souieoue 
must hire ter..chers, repair lrnihlings, !Jl1y coal, proviLle a janitor, 
and do other neces;,ary tllin;;s. Tile pare,1ts \\ ho are intorosretl 
in having a good school cnnnot all give their time in lookinr; 
after the school, so they choose CC'rtain penons \Yho du exerci;;e 
that authority. \\'hat rlo we call those persons whom the par­
ents choose to look after tile 6cl·ools ?. This uffice of director is 
a very important one, yet some p2ople do not want to accept it 
lrncau,e they think it is too much bother. This is another in­
stance of republican government, where the people select cer­
tain persons to represent them . 'f'he clirertors arc not. paid for 
their work and often the people critici 0 e tlir·rn \Ylwn sehool af­
fairs do not go as they \\ i 0 h, rat her t ha11 help t'1em and appre­
ci.:te their work ,rhen they rlo w,ll. We s:,oul 1 honor and 
resvect thc:,;e men and women who : 1·e 11111 11.:; to ;,;il·e their 
time to this work. Parencs and i:::1'rons 0f the school ought to 
elect only those men and \\·omen \1!10 \\'ill ce~t care for edura­
tion and for the schools as directors or other school officers. 
Who are tho rnomhers of our school l>o:u-tl, :mtl how long do 
they serve? 

What is the standard of our school? \\'bat kind of 1:chool is it 
ac<:ordi11g to classification? 

What is meant by "school spirit?" And what is meant by "fair 
play" in school work and study? 

g. How Our School ls Supported. 
1. All per,;ons livi11g in school rlh;tricts and owni11g property 

must pay school taxes. These taxes are ta!rnn together to 
support our schools. In l!J~O Iowa s 1,ent over s:rn,000,000 on 
its schools, or about fifteen dollar~ for c;Yery porsou in the 
state. How do we got this large sum of money? Is there 
any other way than by school taxes? In rorne school is­
tricts more than half of the laxes collE:cfeLl are usocl for 
srhools. The county lreans1::·er c,ivc:; to e,,cll school board 
the amount it is to use cluri11g ;11e ~chool year. 

2. Find out how much the total <:,cl!ool tax is for your county. 
This may be founll on the ln1"k of a tax rr('eir,1. Find how 
much money was spent for our ,cliool 1,ut year. IIow much 
was that per pupil ·1 What was the tax rate last year for 
school purposes? 

3. Since onr scJ1ools cost so much we ought to make the best 
use of them. When we hire teachers antl pay them seYeral 
hundrecl dollars per year, pupils ought to striYe to learn all 
they can. Our schools are trying to make good citizens out 
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of boys and girls, and good citizen6 do not waste their money 
but they work and get returns for the money tbey spend. 
Does a boy who plays truant show good busine~s sense? 

h . Other Schools. 
1. What relat ionshi11s ,Jo we have "· i.th other ilc:hools of our kind 

in other neivhbnrlloods or parts of the town or city? Do we 
have friendly contests in scholarship and games with t hem? 
What kinds of contests do we carry on in our schools? 

2. What is the difference between a graded school and a high 
school? Who may attend high school? On what condition 
may a boy or girl enter high school? How many of the 
eighth grade ooys and girls of last year u1lC'red liigh school 
this year? ·what are the advantages of golll!!" , o :1 i:,;l1 .,;,·hool '? 

Is there any relation be tween education and money earning 
capacity? 

3. Colleges giYe four yea rsS of school work after the completion 
of the high school. What is the purpose of higher education 
such as is fo und in the college training? Name the different 
colleges in lo\\'a, and tell of those in your own county and 
city. How are colleges 6upported-are they all supported in 
the same way? What is the difference between public schools 
and parochial schools? Name tlifferent church demoninat ions 
1.hat maintain schools. What is t he difference het,Yeen a busi­
ness college and public school in a im and purpose? 

4. Some children in our community may be blind or deaf. They 
could not get along well in our public schools where other 
children attend. What provision does the state make for 
the education of these children? Where are these schools 
located in Iowa, and about how many children are in these 
schools every year? Where do t hese schools get the ir sup­
port? 

i. Other Places Where People ]\Tay Learn. 
1. School is not t he only place wltere people may study or learn . 

Many people have had the privilege of attelllling school 
but a short t ime, yet they are very intelligent people. l\Iake 
a list of other ways in which boys and girls may study and 
learn in addition to schools. Tell of the value of lihraries, 
churches, Sunday schools, clubs, educaticnal motion picture 
shows, art galleries, concerts, etc., as 111cans of education fo r 
many people. How may educational ,,. ork he done in the 
home? Give a number of met.hods of p;etting home work. 

2. What is t he purpose of the library in OLll' school? Where 
does the money come from with which to buy books? How 
many volumes have we in our library? Why do people 
want libraries in thei r to"·ns and cities? '.Vho controls 
these libraries in their towns and where are the libraries 
located? 
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3. The persons working in the libraries need special training 
for that work. They attend library schools, which are 
often found in colleges and universities. What are the 
duties of the librarian-what does she do? Who deter­
mines what books to purchase for a tow n or city library ? 
Describe the process of a citizen drawing a book from the 
l ibrary and using it. 

4. In the United States the government does not have anything 
to do with the conduct of church or Sunday schools, beca use 
we believe every person should worship God as h e wi shes. 

Heferences: 
Sabin-The Making of Iowa. Chapter 22. 
Aur ner-Iowa Stories. 
Dole-The Young citizen. Chapter 4. 
Hill-Lessons for Junior Citb:ens. Chapter 5. 
Willard-City Government f or Young People. Chap ters 20, 21. 
Wade-Lessons in Americanism. 

HEALTH 

I ntrocluct'ion. The a im of this topic is to show that good cit izens must 
have healthy bodies, that the health of the individual is g uarded by 
guarding the health of the group, and that certain co-operative means must 
be used to gua rd the health of the group. 

1. Aclvantagcs of Goocl Health. 
a. In a school in this state last year a pupil had to be absent every 

few days because of ill health. The r esult was she did not 
pass her grade and so must spend another year in school. She 
lost a whole year's work because she did no t possess a strong 
body. 

b. As a child Roosevelt was delicate in health. He was anxious to 
become strong, so be went out west and became a cow-boy, liv­
ing out of doors most of the time. We know the result wa s that 
Mr . Roosevelt became a very strong and vigorous man. What 
a differenee it made to him in the success and enjoyment of 
life, and in the great work he was able to do. Washington 
and Lincoln, our greatest heroes, were strong, healthy men. 
You cannot imagine either one being sick often. 

c, If we want to succeed in our school work, if we want to en joy 
l ife, if we ,vant to be successful in our life work, we mus t do 
all ,re can to make our bodies strong and health y. .,iVe can 
decide largely by the lrnbits we form whether we shall have 
healthy bodies. Our hygiene lessons will teach us h ow to 
acquire and keep strong, healthy bodies. 

2. The Founclalion of Personal Health. 
a. Correlation with such facts of physiology as the pupils already 

know. Observe the value of deep Lreathing of pure air ; of 
drinking freely of pure water; of eating mouerately of wh ole­
some food; of exercising daily in the fresh air; of keeping t he 
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body and its surroundings clean; of avoiding exposure to con 
tagious d iseases. Review from your hygiene lessons the points 
necessary for good health. 

3. Disease. 

a. Early peoples used to think that disease was an evil spirit which 
had to be overcome by cllarms or driven away by certain peculiar 
ceremonies. We have found by study and investigation that 
it is something very different , but we can find a cause and 
thus work against it to prevent its spread. Tell about the 
effect of disease on the human body and some of the things 
it may do if not driven out. 

b. Many different diseases are contagious, that is, they may be 
Laken lJy one per~on irum anolller Lli1 ecLly or fro m thing.;; tne 
sick person has used. How do tlle germs of disease get into 
the body of t he second person? T he two doorways into the 
body-the nose and the mouth-must be guarded very care­
fully. Why do we \Yarn people against hamlling things that 
have been contaminated? Why is it dangerous to put money 
or pencils in the mouth? 

4. Keep·ing the Xeighborhood Healthy. 

a. The greatest factor in keeping a neighborhood healthy is cleanli­
ness. Disease germs like di rty or carelessly kept places. 
Cleanliness in the home-the refrigerator, t he dish cloth, the 
garbage pail, the baby's bottle. Cleanliness in public buildings. 
Cleanliness and care in public places where food is handled. 
Our state now has inspectors whose duty it is to go about 
and see that bakeries, meat markets, grocery stores and dairies 
be kept clean and sanitary. lf we see any place in our town 
that is not clean we can ask a state imipector to come and ex­
amine the place. 

b. Ventilation in homes or public buildings. This is important be­
cause some disease germs are carried in t he a ir and they like 
close, hot atmosphere. 1Yarm, close rooms cause the people in 
them to be m ore ready to receive germs. If t here is plenty or 
fresh ai r the blood will flow naturally and tight off disease. 

c. Water and m ilk supplies. I n 1920 a small town had forty cases 
of typhoid fever at one time. It was fo und that the town's 
drinking water contained typhoid germs. Such terrible condi­
tions can now be avoided at much less expense than the money 
cost of one such epidemic. A town must first have a source 
of pure water. What a re sources of such pure water supplies? 
Then care must be taken in handling the water through the 
water system. No other water must be a llowed to seep in. 
l\lost towns ought and do have the water examined often by 
the state bacteriologist at Io1Ya City to see if there are disease 
germs in it. Private wells must be placed suitably and examined 
that no surface water enters them. 
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d. l\Iilk is a good carrier of disease. A few yea rs ago in Denver 
alJout thirty children developed scarlet fever a t one t ime. lt 
\\as discovered that al l th irty of them ,rnre drinking milk 
taken frum a cerrnin dairy. Investigation was made and it 

v. as found that the m an employed to hamlle the milk at the 
da iry had been sick with the fever . His carelessness in worlt ing 
1d1ile he was ill, or before he wa s entirely recovereu, cost the 
l ives oi sci era! children. 8ome cities have inspection of dair ies 
in atltlJLion to state im;pection. Only healthy people must handle 
ndlk and all ut<lnsils must be dean and s terilized . What do 
we mean lJy stc:rilize'/ How may yo u sterilize a bottle or pail 
at llome? 

5. Prei;c,1ti11g ihe B;Jread of Disease. 

a. lt disease £Cru1s oflen pass from one person t o another what i s 
the only safe thing t o do in case some one is sick? Health 
officer,; have recognized this and so require people to stay 
away from sucu diseases that a re easily spread. We shall speak 
u£ (Ju,,rnntine later. There are some diseases fo r which th ey 
PO Ht 11·,u .oing signs on the houses. How does a 11arning s ign 
a1,pear·! For what diseases a re warnings posted? W e a ll 
bave U1e chance to show that we a re truly good citizens by 
never 1Jreald11g oi.:er a warning s ign, by never breaking the 
rule that is 1.Jest for all, even if it should cause us some li ttle 
inconvenience. 

b. As yet colds are not quarantined or \\'arned a gainst, but we know 
they are iuteclious or catc:bing, an d we realize more now how 
serious they way becorue . People with bad colds s hould stay 
a\\'ay from school and from public places until they are re­
covered. 

c. Another rnet1od of preventing the spread of disease is by making 
well people immune to disease. W hat is the meaning of immune? 
This is done l.,y vaccination or by inoculation. F'or w hat diseases 
can you be rncciuatcd or inoculatetl? l\Iany cities require that 
children l.,e vaccinated fu r smallJJOX before they may enter 
scbool. '.Vhy is this '! Do you think we onght to have com-
1rnbory medical and dental inspection of all school children at 
least once each year? 

6. Q1wmnline. 
a. What diseases are quarantined? \Vho detennines w hat cases 

must be quarantined? Who places the sign on t.he house? 
What i:; said on the sign? ·what must be done after t he 
recovery of the patient? Who is responsillle fo r seeing that 
it is done? 

b. lt is the dL1ty of the township health officer to attend to the 
wants of the fami ly in quarantine. \Yho is the health officer 
of your community? Has he had any work of this kind to do 
since he has been in office? How is the health officer in a 
city chosen? What is his work in the community? 
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7. Sr/wol Nurses. 

,., l'eople ha l"E' lately rea Ii zed Lha t the llest place to help individuals 
cul.in1te good heallh an<l in l\"llich to prevent the o;preud of 
clisca.;e is in Rcltool. Utildren a1 e more succevtil.Jle to disease 
tl.ian are people older, am! the school causes children to be 
brought close together an([ to remain indoors much of the 
time. Therefore they ought to lJe closely gmtnled. 

I>. The S ate h,:,; e11nct.c<l a law providing that a school board may 
employ a school 11 ur~e to l.Je raiu at pul.Jli.:: expense. :.!any of our 
lat'.;e!' towns aud cit.ie~ 1101, ha1 e sci10ol nurses. Several rural 
communities now ha, e school nurses. 

c. Intelligent veovle ltaYe come to knol\· that it costs less to protect 
chil<lren agai113t the contrading of disense than to care for 
them aft.er they contract disease. 

s. JlOSJ)itals. 

a. Until recently a person who became sick had to be cared for in 
hi:; own home no matter how ill he might be, and neighbors had 
to helv the family in nursing him. He could not even have 
pl1ycicians see lum ofLen as they were few and often lived 
miles away. As the country becomes more thickly settled more 
doctors are to Le had, uud now in addition to physicians we have 
Lraineu nurses. As towns grew larger peovle wanted a special 
place ,•,here patients could be cared for Ly trained nurses, so 
hospitals '\'\·ere opened. As yet most hospitals are owne,! by 
cunrd1es or lJy private indivitluals, but they are coming to be 
more proviued Ly towns and cities at pulJlic expense. 

b. The county may ha l'e a lto:;pital for people ,Yho are unable to 
1,ay their expenses. Tho IJoarcl of trustees are authorizocl IJy the 
state lcgi:;laturc 1.o erect and equip a special tu!Jerculosis hospi­
tal. Here the poor receive free care and t!·eatmcnt '.Jut those 
al.Jle must pay their expenses of treatment. ,V'here is ,ur county 
l1ospital? \\"he~·e is the stale hospilal for tuberculo:2is patients? 

9. Heallh Conrlitions in Our· J,;eiol1borl1oorl. 
a. Do we have good sanitary conditions in our homes and about 

our ;,chools? Do ,1 e ve1.1tilatc our homes and public buildings 
as they should lJe? Do Y,e cnfone tile law concerning spitting 
011 1ralks aml platrorrn :o ? Arc our roads and streets kept clean? 
Are we careful about coughing and sneezing \\hen near people? 
Haye we quicl;Jy dopper! recent epidemics? Are we careful 
nnrl cheerful in obsen·;ng warning auu quarantine signs? How 
ran we \York together to lower the number oE absences for 
sickness in our school6? 

Reference. 
Our Stale Board of Health pulJlislles bulletins on this subject 

which are ver.v helpful. They may be had for the asking. 
Hill-Lessons for Junior Citizens. Chapter 2. 
Smith-Our Neighborhootl. Chapters 3, 4, 5. 
Bailey-What to do for Uncle Sam. Chapter 5. 
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Modern Health Crusade. Put out by Iowa Tuberculosis Association 
at Des l\loines. 

RECREATI0:'-1 

Introcluction. The aim of this topic is to point out the relation between 
recreation and the well being of both the inuividual and the community. 
Attention is called to the be nefits of co-operation or group recreation, anu 
to the necessity of having public recreation, such as parks, playgrounds, 
etc. Show the difference between recreation and health. 

1. 'l'hc Division of Our '.l'ime. 
a. '!'here are twenty-four hours in the day. People use them in 

different ways. How do you think is the be~t way to divide 
them for use? There are seven days in the week. 18 it best 
to spend all of them in the same way'? With the same kind 
of work each day'? 'Why do we need a change in work, or 
even in play'? 

b. Define the term "recreation" and explain how it means to re-create. 
For any act to be genuine recreation it must furnish r est and 

renewing for both body and mind. What are the kinds of 
recreation that do this? What part of the ,Y orking day ought 
to be spent in thiG kind of recreation? 

c. Group recreation is a valuable kind of recreation because it 
furnishes the necessary change for large numbers at once, and 
because the same value cannot be gained without the stimulus 
of group associ-ations. 

2. What Ow· School Believes About Rccreatic,n. 
a. Recreation is not only a means of renewing energy but it is, if 

well planned, a useful means of discipline. The child who is 
given opportunity to exercise will spend the pent-up energy 
that way and will feel more like settling down to study. 

b. The effect of long periods of continuous effort is to fatigue both 
mind and body, and it results in nervous irritation that is de­
structive of power to give attention. 

c. What recreation does our school provide? What effect would 
it have on our work to have work from nine unt il twelve, and 
from one until four without recess? ·what kind of games ought 
to be taught to children in the grades? What kind of games 
do they like best? 

d. What materials or apparatus does the school provide for recrea­
tion? Does the school have a well-equipped playground? What 
constitutes good equipment? 

3. Diffrrent Kincls of Recreation for Country ancl City Children. 
a. Recreation ought always to be of such kind as is most needed by 

the child. If the children of the town differ in habits of 
life from those of the country, then recreatlon ought to meet 
such diITerences. 

b. Country children often need r ecreation as much or more than city 
children because there may be les s in their community to 
entertain and less of a variety to develop the necesGary elements 
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in real recreation. Physical exertion is not necessarily recrea­
tion. 

c. Make a list of the games played by children in the, city. Then maim 
a list of games played by children in the rural districts. In 
how far are the games the same? Which seem to have the 
more different games? Do most children know many games ·t 

d. The congested conditions in cities necessitate special ).Jlaygrounds 
for children. DescriLe tl,e playground near your horue. De­
scribe any beautit'ul park you have seen in your city or in 
the country. 

e. What do you mean by supenised i,lay? What are its advantages? 
Do we need to learn how Lo piay? 

4. Organized Recreation. 

a. What public parks, playgrounds, or batl.iing beaches are there 
in your township? What picnic grountb? \Vhat of these means 
of recreation does your city p1ovide? Does this city provide 
for a playground director? F'or how long in the summer are 
the playgrounds open under direetor's control? 

b. Who arranges for and has control of parks? In the city? In 
the country? 

c. How are public parks supported? In the city? In the country? 
Do you think money is w iscl y spent when used for parks and 
playgrounds? 

d. Show how by co-operation in this matter we can all enjoy better 
faciliti es for recreation than if each family tried to provide 
such alone. 

e. Our state is just now beginning to plan for state parks where 
people may haye camping spots and enjoy scenery, fishing, etc. 

5. Neighborhood Recreations. 
a. What recreations do the families of our neighborhood enjoy'! 

Do we proviu.e for older people as weil as for the children? 
What additional recreation could we have? How could we go 
about it to arrange for them? What do you think about Satur­
day afternoon holidays for the whole family? 

Are winter recreations thought of as well as summer ones? Where 
doe::; your family spend the yearly vacation? Prepare a ten­
minute talk on Vacation Possibilities in Iowa. Prepare another 
ten-minute talk on the playgrounds of America. National Parks 
-State Parks-Great Battlefields. 

References : 
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Willard-City Government for Young People. Chapter 22. 
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may be had free of charge from the National Department or 
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Iow~·c Chi!<lnu a1 u <'on ,•punitie,; :-it P lay. The Departm ent of 
l nlJlie 1L~ t r11ct:011, J)eF 1'Ioi110::-;. 

\V, 1
P L, s 1n ~ ~ll i\n!eric: ni~1n . 

,_;1;.\ UTH''tl:\'G THE C0-:\11\l UNlT Y 

ln/toductiu,i. Ti,0 aiw. in this toi,;L is to culti , a':e an app r ecia t ion of 
lleauliful urrc u1 u 1,,,, ,.,; an a,c' tu ;;oo,J citize11shi1, aud Lo st ow how a ll 
Cull \, urk Lu;; LL,.,i· LU UJ, he au,l 1,\.-ClJ our COlliW Ulli ty lJ eau tii ul. 

1. C,ur llu11iC1,. 

a. l.J.., c,;i,' tl,e a1,1 ca,auce ot au ideal far m home. W nat type of 
l,uil,i iug- ..,0,11,i o<Hl think Juoks IJcst fo r a home on t he ll road 
s11,.cc c l a r.nu ! Do you like to see a farm har n painted red 
11 hh tnc ,.10use of a Jil.ferent color, or do you lite to see the 
lJ:~rn p~. iut"Ll the ::awe <.:oJor oi ttie ho use and harmonize with it? 

!J. Farm 11.,wc:; at c 1:.; ncc:e;;. ary fo r goou citizensll ip as are city 
l.Jo1t,uB, w'Jy J!vt Lia,e llwrn jus t as beautiful ? A good. farm 
!JO • .J.H, o,1,;l1~ to l.Jo 13.r~e c1,1-1 spaciou~. lt ought to have com­
iurluLk vorclies w i Lil 11:.tllllllocks a nd easy cl.Jaircl. It ought 
lo Le suvr,iieli with sleepiu;; pordws alltl wi tll screen s on the 
vorclies au,l door:; and I\ intlo1\ cl. lt ought to Ila ve good m usic 
alltl be,wtilul vic,urecl. lt ought to oe a place wllere young 
pe,Jp:C are lla!JlJY a11d 111:e to li I e. 

c. Every iarlll l1Ju1c ot.glit lo t are a v, ell-kept yard whe re t rees 
iun1L;l1 slla,le auJ 11 aere ilower Leds are well kept and the 
ht\\ u \\'Cll bVlld iH.l. 

\\ 11«. kiml o{ Lrces are best suited t or sha de ? 
\\ ,rn, sllrul,s arn best auavte,l fo r t h is clima t e ? 

d . Different Lnies or eity llvlllt.:S. F ire !Jl'OOt builLlings. Why? How 
1.::,11 a~,unrnenL huu,,es IJe 1i.adc lJeautiful ? 

11·11~n \\ '° Lt.ild a house in t he city we must consider other people 
t•.nll build a LousLJ su:wd LO tile coUllllUllity and one Lllat looks 
\\·ell aI11011g uc:igll lJor ltou:::e::, . 

Tile pLJs ,i!Jility uf a dty lot lJack yard. Shr ubbery and v ines, 
,nr i.JurJers and ~11aJcs vu porclles. K inds of shade trees best 
:,uirnli for city property. 

F1uv. 0r ;,::a;·Je,.s, 1 t-getalJle gai'c'Wns, vaths, bi r ds , bird batll, sun, 
llial, garden scat. 

2. Our ,i(,huol (Jru,,,,,/s (l11£l Ul/1,•r Puulic I'lucc3 . 

a. Our pride in puLlic grounc1s ought to lie the sam e as in our own, 
a., Liley l,elu1<g lo all uf us . liere agai n \l' e co-operate by having 
.some one t,tke care of Lltc grounds fo r u s. 

Sch ool builtiin6,; ougllt aJ ·,, ays to loo!~ neat a nd attractive. P aint 
docs mucll to keep buildings looki ng ,\'e ll. 

I,. No one ougltl ever lo mark or llla r a public building w ith pencil 
m·,rks or cu t with jac!dmil·cs. Do w e do that way with our 
pl'O!Jl)rty at llome '! 

c. Architects are versons wllo have studied building and construction 
w ork, and know a bou t how t o plau and shape buildings a nd 
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grounds so as to make builtlings look !Jeautiful as well as 
useful. 

Landscape gardener:; arc person:; trained in !Je:rntifying yards and 
la1vn s. Tlley draw JJla;i:; for !JcauLifying varks and pbygrnund.s 
as well as !Jeautiful yards and l10!lles. 

What can different conmrnnity olu!Js anti socieLics do to beautify 
the pu!Jlic grounds and !Juiltlings of a town or city'/ 

The State law require;; 12 trees to !Je on each school grountl. 

3. A City Beautiful. 
a. What is meant by a city !Jeautiiul? Have you ever seen cities 

that were varLicularly noted for their beauty? Harn you ever 
seen Washington, D. C.? "\\'hat makes it a !Jeautiiul city? 

b. The elements of a !Jeaultful city are of.en brnad, well shadetl 
streets, clecorathe lighdng systems, large parks, well laid out 
and ornallieutc·d 11 ith e:talLnry and trees and no-., ers, !Jritlges 
of architectural !Jcumy, !Juildings that harmonize in height and 
architectural design. 

Describe the fa;,,lamcntal elements of a beautiful city. 
c. If a riYer runs through a city it ought to be parked on both banks 

and made a place of lanLlscape beauty . i\Iany cilies have rnacle 
their river fronts rrmnicival cornmunHy centers, and have locateu 
their public Luildings around about. 

4. U{)ly Spots in Our "S,;1ghborhootl. 
a. Rickety fences and tumbledown 1Juilclings cause a far!ll Lo lobe 

much of its real money value. If fa:-m !anti is a llowed 
to grow in weeds llle o .mer will have a llard time to rent it or 
sell it. 

b. Swamp lands ougl!L to lie <lrainecl anu cultivated or grassed clown. 
Public roads ougllt lo be mowed and. cleaned at least once each 
year lest they !Jecome u n::i;;htly with weetls and undergrowth. 
Meandering creel,s ought to be straightened. 

c. In cities it is almost painful to see numbers of old shacks or build­
ings, ash piles, billboards obstructing the view, and clump heaps. 

WhoBe business in the city is it to see that such conditions are 
r emoved? Prepare a ten minute Lalk on the duties of the Street 
commissioner. 

d. Means of making ugly spots beautiful. How may many places in 
our town or city be made more sightly and attractive? 

How are trarnlers impressed "ith the city if the railway station 
and its smTountlings are attractive and beautiful? 

5. Natural B eauty in Our Cou11 tv. 
a. Many parts of Iowa are noted for tbeir natural beauty. The bluffs 

along the west llank of tlte :.\Iississippi river it1 nortlleastern 
Iowa rival the scenery of tile mountains anti of historic places 
of national interest. The rivers of Io1Ya are noted for 
their beauty and will later in our development be parked in 
many places. 
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b. ·what natural scenery is there in our county ? Are there any parks 
or places of unusual natural interest? Are the lakes of our 
county noted as summer re:c,orLs an d do peo)Jle spend a part of 
their vaca lions in tltese places'? 

c. Make a collection of wild tlowers gathered during the sea son. List 
( he Jil'fere11t varieties aml learn how m any there are growing 
in our COlEJLy . Discuss the po~sibil it y of ea ch county making 
a 1\ ilu flower garden in 11hich to preserve t he w ild flowers that 
are nt,,Y so ra11idly va11islli1Jg. 

d. How many vurielies of 1rntcr 1;1ies g r ow in Io wa? Do we have 
any in this couuty? They are rapi dly disappearing because of 
the h:um clone to them by stock "act ing in the ponds and de• 
straying the roots. Wl,at oi our native t r ees and shrub6? What 
Loncls to de,Lroy them'? Early settlers used to tell us that the 
)Jlains of lo\, a v;ere fairly covered w i th bea utiful flowern and 
large trees. 1\'lrnt Jias ca useJ the large t r ees t o disappear? What 
are U10 atll antages of keeving the timber la nds? Does our county 
e.-er plan on repianting tore~t regio1rn? Do yo u know of any 
stale in \\ hich furnst6 are now lJeing planted '? 

e. Some uf Iowa's hat:iug nattualists have advised a park in every 
county. Does this county haxe any p lace fine enough to make a 
park of interest and beauty'/ 

f. Do beautiful surroumlings make it easier for people to be good 
citizens? Why is that true·? 
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Willard-City Government for Young People. Ch apter 30·. 
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Ba ily-What to clo for L"ncle Sam. Chapters 6, 16, 17, 18. 
Report of tlte State Doatd of Conservation. 
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co:.\Tt\IUXICAT[O.\' AND TRANSPOR TATION 

Jntroduc;tion. The aim of this topic is to discu ss t he means of communi­
cation and transvortation all(] to c-all attention to the r elation between ease 
in communicalion and well being o~ eomrnunities. 

1. 11nJJortance of Good Uoads. 

a. A few years ago tlrnre appeared in a newspaper a cartoon which 
sho,\'ed a farmer and his family d r iv ing a long the road. They 
were suddenly sto11pcd by a giant which was labeled "Bad Roads." 
Beyoml the giallt »·as a schocl house, a church, an elevator and 
a neighbor 's home. In other wor ds, bad roads kept the farmer 
from his mark8t, the children from sch ool, the family from church 
and from visiting their neighbor. Van Dy ke says a country with 
a fine ,;ystem of roads is like a m an w ith a good circulation of 
of the bloorl; tile labor of life becomes easier, effort is reduced 
and pleasure is increased. A good, well k ept, well graded road, 
a lso adds a good deal to the appearan ce of a community. 
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b. How much would a farmer lose ii he lutrl a tl:ou,sanu bushels of 
corn and the price 11ent down ten cents per lrnsllel wllile he 
was waiting for the roads to dry before rnarke! ing;? Would it 

not pay the farmer to contribute a litile more lax for gnod roaus 
and be able to use the roads at all time, of the year'! 

2. Eai·ly Roacls in Iowa. 

a. The Indians were ll!e first people in Io,1 a and therefore made the 
first road s. These roacls 'l'.ere cc.lied trails because they were 
made by one pony fol!o,1· ing aEolher. That was the natural way 
to make a path through the timber all(] tall prairie grass where 
even a na1To11· path required much effort to make . Tllese leu 
from one hunting or fi.~hing ground to another, lo springs, to a 
general meetin g place, or to a trading i,ost. As the Indian~ 
wanted to take the shortest ,Yay and aYoid s1,amps these trails 
were often windin g- or cli·1r;011~1 ,111,1 nsuallv fol101Yecl high ground. 

The white settlers made use of these trails for their early roads. 
b. As land was 1ll,11·kcd ouL fur fJ.nn:; in square sectio1rn new roads were 

established on the cl!ec:kerboard plan. As that went on some 
of the early road s were ~traigl!Lcned and others were abandoned. 
What is the advan tage or diagonal roads? Do you know any 
of these early roads? Do you !mow why they were originally 
made, \Yhere they were, or 11he1·e they led? 

3. 'J.'he Location of Roads. 
a. The legislature of I owa has given tho County Doard of Supervifors 

the authority of locatini:,; road,-; in thia slate. H the people of a 
certain community deci,le they want a new ro:id, they petition the 
supervisors to locate snch r0ad. 

b. What is the width of the ordinary rr,ad? How wicle are the roads 
of your community? Are they ,Yicle enougll? What are the 
objections to a roa d that is too 1y ide? 

c. Draw a map of your community showi11~- a ll tl1e roads. 

4. The Classification of Roalls. 
a. County Roads. According to t!1e law of 1!J15, t;1ese roads are the 

main traveled roads selectc,l for illll)roYement by the board of 
supervisors with the a pproYal of the State Highway Commission. 

b. Township Road s. They include all roads not inclnclecl in the c:rnnty 
road system. 

c. Primary Road s. Accordin~ to tl!e law of 1919, the Ill'imary roa.11 
system includes the main market roacls con!lecting all cotmty 
seats, also connecting cilie3 :PHI towns of 1,000 peov1c or more. 

cl. Secondary Roads. The,e roads include all eouuty and township 
roads not included in the prinwry system. 

5. Road Materials. 
a. Kinds of material. Gravel, lilack <1irt, cc ment, (Tl! -bed !'.lone, brick 

paving, asphalt paving, arnl wood 1,!ocks. 
b. The first thing necessary to good roads is a !1n· road bed. This 

can only be secured wh0n the road is c;,refnlly gi:adecl and 
drained. 
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c. Compare the different m.Jteri::ils for ro<td making and tell which 
is consillered best. ',\'I.lat liincl of road material is most used in 
this community? "\\"liat is the relative lasting merits of the 
various kinds? "\\'l,at are the comparative costs of materials 
and laying or them 

Are the natnral conditions iu this comnnrnity good fo r making 
good roads? 

6. 'l'hc Cost of Roa,ls. 

a. It is estimated I hat Iowa ,vill spend over $10,000,000 on public 
roads this year of rn20. Thn t means almost four dollars for 
each person living in the ~tate. 

b. The greater part of this 111oney for road making comes from the 
taxes paid directly by those "·ho ha,·c property and indirectly 
hy those who do not l.J:1xe vroperty. All able bodied men be­
tween twenty-one and forly-five years of age pay a poll-tax. 
How much is this tax as required in Iowa? 

c. The road tax on property must be ))aid in cash; the poll tax may 
be paid in cash or iu labor. Why is this provision in the law ? 
The tax on automobiles is paid in cash and is used on the roads. 
It is divided amo11g the counties accordlng to the number of 
their civil townships. 

d. The Government at ·washiI1gton al o hell)R the counties when 
they do permanent work on their roads. Under the law of 1919 
if a county wishes to pave its roarls the farmer who has farms 
lying along the roadside or within a mile of tlte paved road roust 
pay a fourth of its cost. Do yon think this is a fai r apportion­
ment of tile cost? Of what benefit is a paved road to a farm? 

7. Our 'l'ownship Roa(ls. 
a. ·who has charge of our townshin roads? 

Who may drag roads? How much is he paid? 
"\Vhat help does the County Engineer give? 
What roarl machinery does our to,Ynship o,l'n? 

·what work was done on our roads last ye::ir , such as dragging, 
grading, draining, surfociug, paving, l>ridge building ? 

b. What did our road "·ork cost last year? How was the m oney pru­
cured? Who had charge of tl1e expenditure of the m oney ? 

c. How do the roads of our commnnily look to a stran ger driving 
over them'? Do yo Lt thir•k all tii~ns other than official directions 
to traffic ought to be excluded from the h.ighways? 

rl. How can all of us help to liave good roads in this community ? 
e. What are the rulr8 of the roads to be observed by all who trav el 

on them? 'iVhy do we have rules and regulations goYerni ng use 
of the roads? What arc the speed limits for driving on the roads 

of Iowa-in the towns and cities, in the rountry? 
8. On,· County Roacls. 

a . Make a map of the county showing all the principal county roads. 
Locate places of intere,t-as towns, cities, and schools, etc. 

b. How much money did our county expend last year fo r road mak ­
ing? Where does this mouey come from? Enumerate sources. 



31 

c . \\'hat different roads arc 111;\;-J,,,1 11 ,. , n · h t'ii, c11P1ly? >!' we them 
and te ll their 1lirecti01J. Fr'lm "·lwl brge eilir•s rlo ilir•y come 
a1Hl where do tncy go·? 1:,,,l111p!c S, .. l~Oi!ls LU St. Paul. 

u. ,Yhat kind of marl,Ns are need for r,1:1th'1 1\''.10 places tlw mark· 
ers ? Do the:,e marker :-; ri:s:,i,t rnnt,,ri·.lly in t;-avel '? ['a y ou 
l ike to sec great sign bm1rd, l,y th, rna1lside? Wh:·? 

e. Who are in charge of connty roa1L-w1wt <' 1ir2r'? now are they 
chosr'n? For how long clo they H:ne? 

9. P r imary Roacls. 
a. Draw a man of 11H? co11 11ty a1Hl 111 1.ir ji,;,1-~ 1' 0 11nr~:ir_\· <•r 111ti0·.:. an d 

trace all primary 1'0'.,rls in t his county. Indicate places of in• 
terest along eae;h road. 

b. How is the question of primary ro:ids .lcci1lnrP ,Yho rlocs t lle 
selecting? '\\'hat different autl1orlli"S are c,;,icerne,l? 

c. vVllo llas authority to decide upon tlie kine] of paving us(!d, tlie 
price paid and amount to he paved? Wliat ]:ind of material is 
most u sed in t his community? 

d. The paving done on primary roa1ls is pid fo• by the money r<'• 

ceived from the Kation:.il g0H'l'l'mc1,1., tlie eo•,uc}'.i ;-;hare o[ t he 
automobile tax and a s11ccial 8;;,,e:"m1ent m1 'l;e land alljoin ing 
or near the road to be paved. 

10. Our City Sti·eets. 
a. Kame the 11rinciral ~tr0ets of our city and 1 ell after ,vl:om they 

,vere named. \Vhat is tile dil'lcrcnce hl:tw, ·cn a boulentrd, an 
avenue, a drive. a path . antl nn a1i0y·> 

In whicll direction rlo streets run? Dou leYard~ and avenues'? 
Why do cities both name and m,rnlier ~trc,•lc? 
Draw a map of our ci ty and mark the various "tree1s, av2rn1es, etc. 

b. Why do we have streets-for what are they used? Enumerate the 
various uses macle of s treets. Wlly are some streets wide and 
others narrow? 

c. Name noted streets in !arise cities, s .1ch as 1Y.1ll Street, Fifth Ave• 
nue, Drexel A venue, Michigan 1101:lcvanl, 11a,·,·,c:1 ll'.,rtts Avenue, 
Boylston St reet, Piccadilly, Bois rle Bologn,,, Unler d0n Linden, 
etc. Why are i he;;e s trec1, 11 ur l ,l farnous? 

cl. How are streets laid out? Shoaltl nll ;-treets run at riglit ang'lcs 
to each otber, or shoulJ some run dia: .. 0112.liy? ,\'i1y ba':e lJot ll? 
Do y ou know how tho streets c[ "-'a,:llin,gLiL , D. C'. ate hVi out? 

e. Describe the diJforent met!Jolls or iwlicat·n:; st,cets . Do s trangers 
in a city appreciate hav\11.2: tlle street•; and aYe:1n<?s marlceti? 
Ought a ll stores and business hol1°es he 1111P1 1 ercrl? 1Vbat is 
the a clYantage'? 

f. Which s treets are paved in onr city nr,1 ·,,;]J · t cLl'fercn~ tincb of 
m aterial? ';Vl1ich m~.terial r,eems t<i 1:e mr, · t ,:a i [:,ctory? Does 
the paving aid in keqi ing Ari'cts clcsn? 

g. It is very necessary that str<?els ,: nd alley~ be hr,pt clein and 
free from O'.Js,ructions. Dirt ant! filth llrin_z; un tlic.ea,c and 
obstructions cause acciclents. Are our stred k 0 ·1t cle~1, ·1 "\\'lto 
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bas charge of the street cleaning? How is he chosen? What dif­
ferent methods of street cleaning a re usetl here? .. iVhat machin­
ery bas the city for cleaning s treets? Are paYed streets easy 
to clean? ,vhy sprinkle streels? 

h. Do you lilrn to see beauli[ul parking belween the curb and the 
side1Yalk? Why do we have this park space? How ought it 

be kept? Who owns this Janel? '\\'here does the property owners• 
land begin? 

i. Give a ten minute talk on the value of good sidewalks in a town 
or city. How wide are the walks? Of what material a re they 
matle? ·who pays for "\\·alks? "'ho does the work? Why allow 
storekeepers to place goods on s idewalks for show purposes? 
\Vho cleans sidewalks of snow and ice in winter? What is the 
law about cleaning walks in this city? 

j. How can you and I help to have good s treets and sidewalks, and 
how may we help to keep them clean? 

11. Railroacls. 
a. GiYe names of the rail way systems runnins,; through Iowa. Tell 

about tile invention and early use of locomotives. When was 
the first railroad built in the United States? When was tile first 
railroad line built in Io1Ya, and where? 

Name the railroad lines through this county. •ro what large cities 
do they extend? 

b. Give a ten minute talk on the various uses made of railroads. 
Of what particular use arc railroads to the peo]lle of Iowa? 
Which towns and cities in this county have railroads? Is the 
freight carried by railways more paying than the passengers? 

c. To what extent have motor trucks taken ovrr the work of railroads? 
Make a list of things carried by railroads in Iowa. 

cl. How are railroads controlled? Who gives them thdr charters? 
Can Io1Ya charter a railroad to run through the state? May the 
legislature require all engineers to blow the whistle at crossings? 

e. Does the county or township haYe any direct control over rail­
roads? How may the city control railroads running through it? 
What is the fare from your to\vn to the next station? How 
much is that ]ler mile? What are passenger rates at present? 

12. 'I'he Telegraph and the Televlwne. 
a. GiYe a ten minute talk on the discovery and invention of the 

telephone. Give a s imilar talk on the telegraph. 
b. Who owns and controls telegraph systems? What different tele­

graph systems are found in this city, or in your nearest town? 
Who owns and controls the telephone systems? Do we have local 

phones owned by local companies'? 
c. Which phone companies operate in this community? Do you have 

a phone at home? Where did you get it? 
d. Of what benefits are telegraphs and telephones? Make a long list 

of uses of the telephone. 
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13. The Postal System. 

a. Describe the methods used in the time of Washington for carry1n?: 
letters and papers. What was the old stage coach? When di<l 
railroads first begin to carry mail? What is a "star route"? 

b. Describe the methods used in handling mail at the present time. 
How many different persons handle a letter mailed by yoR and 
sent to a friend in New York? 

c. Who owns and controls the postal system? How are the costs of 
mail carryin g paid? How may a person become a postmaster? 
How may a young man become a mail clerk? 

d. When was rural free deli very of mail first had in Iowa? Who 
delivers your mail? Who collects your letters? When was 
parcel post first introduced? How large a parcel may we 
send through the mail? What influence has rural mail de­
l ivery had on roa d improvement? 

e. What is a postal savings bank? Who organizes them? What is 
the purpose of such banks? 

14. Great Inventors and Bui lders. 

a. Give a gooc! talk on each of the following inventors: 
Benjamin Franklin. 
Robert Fulton. 
Samuel F . B. Morse. 
Thomas A. Edison. 
Alexander Graham Bell. 
Wilbur Wright. 
Jay Gould. 
Edward H. Han·iman. 
Follow the following outline in preparing your talk: 

Give the date of birth, and when he died. 
Tell where he was born and about his early schooling. 
When did h e first invent or discover something worth while? 
What were his greatest inventions, and for what is each used? 

In what way has this person influenced the life and deve-lop­
ment of the people of the United States and of Iowa? 

Who is greatest of value to the people-a great statesman or a 
great inventor? 
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Iowa State Highway Servi ce Bulletin. Iowa State Highway Commission, 

Des Moines, Iowa. 
Financial Statement of County Auditor . 
Road Map of the County. County Auditor or County Engineer. 

Bulletin 011 Road Making. Department of Agriculture, Washington. 
Bailey-What to do for Uncle Sam. Chapter 10. 
Smith-Our Ne ighborhood. Chapters 12, 13. 
Hill-Lessons for Junior Citizens. Chapter 4. 
Willard-City Government for Young People. Chapters 23 and 27. 
Aurner-Iowa Stories. Stories on Early Roads and Railroads. 
Eastman-Indian Scout Talks. Little Brown & Co., Boston. 
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Grinnell-The Story of the Indi ans. D. Appleton & Co., New York. 
Sabin- The Mak ing of Iowa. 

Wade--Lessons in Americanism. 

PROTECTION OF LIFE AND PROPERTY 

Introcluction. The aim of this topic is to show the need of orderly gov­
ernment, to point out what we can do to promote a desi r e for order on the 
part of other people if ·,rn obey the laws ourselves, and if we do not respect 
Jaw ourselves we can not expect other people to respect law. 

1. Ea.r ly Protection in lo ica. 

When t he first settlers came to Iowa there was no government. 
A story is to ld of a man who killed another man. As there were 
no co urts in this country he could not be tried as we try people 
who commit crimes now days. J3ut the people wanted order kept 
and wrong doing punished, otherwise the community would not be 
a safe place to live. Therefore the people of the community met 
and decided the case. His guilt was established, and they took a 
vote on how to punish the man. Many sto.ries are told about how 
settlers in this early time organized and even made laws on how 
to punish people who interfered with their land claims. Gradually 
the national government introduced government and law for their 
protection. 

2. Protection Today in t he T oicnship. 
a. Many of our early people came from England. Several hundred 

years ago the people of England lived In small groups. U any 
member of t he group harmed some one who belonged to another 
group, the whole group was blamed and held responsible. Now 
however, we hold each person r esponsible for what he does. 
Tha t is true except for young boys and girls, for whose conduct 
we h old their parents responsible. If John Jones steals five 
doll a rs from Bill Smith, Smith may have the constable of the 
township arrest J ones and the justice of the peace decides 
how he shall punish him. 

b. Why should John Jones be punished for s tealing? What are 
other wrongs fo r which people a re punished? If all people were 
honest and truthful and always hehaved themselves, would we 
need Jaws and punishment? What is t he relation of education 
to right doing? 

c. Who are t he constables in this township? How are they chosen 
and for how long do they serve? How are they paid? 

Who a re t he justices of t he peace ? How chosen, term and 
salary? 

3. Protection in t he County. 
a. Only t hose offenders who commit t he serious wrongs and violate 

the Jess important Jaws are arres ted by t he constables and tried 
by the justice of the peace. If a man steals a hundred dollars 
he is a rrested by the sheriff of the county and the judge of the 
district court for t he county decides how he shall be punished. 
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We only have one sheriff in each county but he usually has a 
deputy to assist him. If the sher iff cannot keep order in an 
emergency, he may call on any one near by to help him. What 
name do we call those he may enlist to help him? 

b. W110 is the sheriff of this county? How is he chosen? How Jong 
does he serve? What a re his duties in general? 

4. Keepino Order in Tou;n and City. 
a. As people collect in groups aud live closer together the tendency 

is to commit wrong oftener than when living farther apart. 
Cities and towns generllly have a more difficult task to keep 
order than do townships and counties. Each town and city has 
a police organization for t he purpose of keeping order. How 
many police do we !Jan in t his city? Who is at the head 
of the police department? How are policemen chosen? 

b. Keeping order does not mean merely restoring order after Jaw 
has been violated, but it means keeping the affairs of the 
people of the city running s moothly so disorder will not occur. 
What are some of the duties of a city policeman? 

c. The policeman gives direction to people who have Jost their way, 
he points out places of interest to s trangers, he helps children or 
old people across crowded streets, he helps those who get hurt. 
he directs traffic so that the streets do not become congested, 
and he arrests people who commit wrong. In short, the police­
man makes it possible to Ji m in our towns and cities in an 
orderly way. In a big city recently, the policemen quit their 
jobs and at once lawless people broke into stores, destroyed 
property, and made life unsafe. 

5. Jury Service. 
a . In the beginning of this topic we told of a group of people 

who in early Iowa came together and tried a person accused of 
crime. Since government is organized we have a method of 
selecting a small number of men to do this work for us. These 
men who compose the jury, together with a judge, make up the 
court. When a man commits a crime he is taken before this 
court for trial. The jury decides whether the man is guilty, 
and the judge declares how he s hall be punished, if guilty. 

b. Did your father ever serve on a jury in this county? Learn all 
about how men are chosen to form a jury, what a jury does, 
what cases they decide, how many men on a jury, and where 
the jury meets. 

c. Men may for good r easons be excused from Jury duty. What 
would happen if all men asked to be excused from serving on 
Juries? It is the duty of every patriotic man to do Jury service 
when called upon. 

6. Institutions for Offenders. 
a. When people commit wrongs against others, we detain them in 

jails or prisons for a time as a punishment. Why should such 
people be punished? Does the punishment of the offender aid 
the community? How? 
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b. Mm,t people believe first offenders and young people who are 
less experienced in life ought to be treated less severely for 
wrongs committed than when older persons or those who are 
recognized as wrong doers commit crimes. For that reason we 
have separate places of detention for different classes. 

c. Places of detention and punishment. 
The city jail. 
The county jail. 
The Industrial Training Sch~ol for boys at E ldora. 
The Industrial Training School for girls at Mitchellville. 
The Reformatory for men at Anamosa. 
The Reformatory for women at Rockwell City. 
The penitentiary at Fort Madison. 

d. Learn the facts about these places-how they are controlled and 
how the expense of maintenance is met. 

7. Lessons in Develo1nnent of Respect for Law. 
a. We must all realize that laws are made by all of us in order that 

all of us may live comfortably together. Really it would be 
a peculiar person who would des troy a government he himself 
made or would break one of his own laws. Our attitude should 
always be that in a republic the people make the laws and the 
people must obey their own laws. Anything short of thi s 
would be little less than anarchy. 

b. Occasionally young people think it is a clever act to break a 
rule or violate a law or take a thing that does not belong to 
them. Is it ever smart or clever to exceed the speed limit? 
r>oes it require an especially smart boy to steal apples from 
a farm or from a fruit store? Should we simply smile 
at such things? What ought to be our attitude on such matters? 

c. We could not have much of a community if we did not recognize 
the right of a person to have something of his own over which 
he has all control. How can we prove that we understand this 
fact tn our homes, in school, in the neighborhood? The person 
who picks the flowers in a public park refuses to respect the 
right that the flowers belong to all of us. The school desks 
belong to all of us. Does the boy who carved his name on one 
respect our right of ownership? 

d. A man who commits crime is generally one who has never learned 
to work with people. We learn to respect the common rules 
of all, as children, by playing and working together. How can 
we do this at home and in school? 

e. The true, good citizen shows his respect for law by never sneaking. 
The criminal never faces the consequence5 of his deeds but 
always tries to sneak. How should boys act when in their 
play at ball they accidentally break a window? 

8. Fire Pro.tection. 
a. What protection is there from fire on the farm? Have the farm 

fires you have known destroyed whole buildings, or have they 
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been extinguished? How should farm bu ildings be placed as to 
avoid fire waste? How may we preven t fires star t in g ? ·what 
k ind of extinguishers can be used on the farm? Do you know 
how to use one? Have you a fire extinguisher at h om e ? Why 
is a gasoline can or tank painted red? W hat ought to be the 
care taken in handling gasoline? 

b. Every farmer ought to erect his buildings far enough apart that 
one does not catch from the other when burning. E very farmer 
ought t o keep a n extension ladder near hi s house and barn 
ready for immediate use because the fire a uthorities in this 
state tell us that most fires catch in the roofs. Every farmer 
ought t o have a good force-pump and fifty feet of hose near 
a t hand to be used in an emergency. Every farme r ought to 
carry insurance on every building h e owns all th e time. 

c. Why does a city need special fire protection? Describe a fir e 
department and its machinery. Who has ch a rge of t h e fire de­
partment? How do t he firemen know when an d wh ere to go to 
fires? H ow \\·ould yon notify the fire department if y our home 
were on fire? Have we had any bad fires in our ci ty r ecently? 
If so, how did t hey s tart? 

d. Are there any restr ictions in this town on t he kinds of materials 
to be used in building? Why? Are there any "fire limits '' in 
t he business districts? How do t h e police act in connection 
w ith t he fi r e depar tment? Do our fi r emen give all their time 
to t hei r work? 

e. Ought our schools to give fi r e drills in wh ich pupils are taught 
to rapidly a n d orderly leave the bui ld ing in case of fire? 

f. Relate stories of great fi res such as t he Chicago fire , the Iroquois 
disaster, early prairie fires , no r thern t imber fires. 

g. The use of fire ought to be carefully r egulated by law. Many 
fires in to,Yns a nd cities are caused by m ere carelessness in 
the use of fire. Every city ought to have fire limits or districts 
in which no build ing can be er ected unless it is fir e proof. 
Laws concerning the placing of fire escapes ought to be strictly 
enforced both in towns and in cities. E'very town and city 
ought to have a well -equipped fire depar t ment and well drilled 
firemen who a re a lways available t o fight fire. Children ought 
never to carry m atches unless for a specia l purpose that is per­
missib le and w hen extr a m atches are left, destroy them at 
once. Every person owning buildings ough t to keep them in­
sured a ll the time. 

R eferences: 
Sabin-The Making of Iowa. Ch apter 23. 
Bailey-What To Do for Uncle Sam. Cha pter 19. 
Dole-The Young Citizen. Chapters 10 and 11. 
Hill-Lessons for Junior Citizens. Chapter s 1 and 3. 
Willard-City Government fo r Young Peop le. Chapters 15 and 16. 
Wade-Lessons in Americanism. 
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POOR RELIEF 

Introduction. The aim of this topic is to discuss why we have poor 
people, to show how the government helps those who are unfortunate, and 
to s uggest h ow the number of dependents may be les~ened. 

l. Why Some Peovle A.re Poor. 

a. One man was earning one hundred 
another was earning seventy. The 
the other had money in the bank. 
this difference? 

dollars per month, while 
former was in debt while 
How can you account for 

b. What do \\'e mean \\'hen we say a person is a good manager? Does 
living in poor surroundings haYe auy effect on people's ambi-
tions? 

c. There are many causes for poverty that are unavoidable. 
Some people become ill and cannot work but must con­
tinue to provide for themselves . Some people are unfortunate 
and suffer accident. Some people are injured and cannot work 
or earn a living. A very few people inherit deformities or 
handicaps such as to deprive them of health or strength to earn 
a living. 

d. Some people are lazy and will not work and try to earn a living. 
Some people are mere spendLhrifts and waste the ir money as 
they do their time. Some people a re ignorant of the funda­
mental laws of thr ift and economy and their chief need is 
education. Some people are so shiftless and unambitious that 
they do not care to ever do more than merely make a living. 

One of our great men has said that spending a little more than 
you earn means unhappiness or failure, while earning a little 
more than you s11end means happiness and success. 

2. Why We H ell) the J\.-eecly. 

a. If you were in need on "·hat township officer could you call for 
help? Ou what city officer? On what county officer? Where 
is your county home in this county? How is it supported 
and who is in charge? 

Destitute soldiers may not be sent to the county home. Where 
may they be cared for? 

What private organizations may help poor people? 
Is it always wise to help people by giving money? 

b. The amount of money allowed to persons at home is fixed by 
law at two dollars per week, aside from medical care. The 
widowed Mothers' Pension Law of Iowa allows a fixed amount 
per week per child. This is an excellent law for it permits 
the mother to maintain her home and care for her children 
instead of breaking up the home and sending the children to 
the orphans' home. 

Iowa bas a children's orphans' home at Davenport that cares for 
needy orphan children. 
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One man gave a poor person a b it of money and thought he did 
his moral duty. Another man g:lve a poor person a chance to 
work and earn a small amount of money. A third man gave 
a poor person work to earn a liv ing and then in addition cheered 
him into new ambition and zeal Lo try for greater success, and 
the poor vernon succeeded and now is well to do. Which man 
rendered the greatest service? 

3. Habits of Thrif t . 
a. Preventing waste on tbe fa rm. Savin g of .;traw and grain, making 

r epairs when fir st needed, care of farm tools, saving of fruit 
and vegetables, care of fr uit trees, care in use of fe rtilizers , 
care of forest trees, painting buildings when needed. 

b. Preventing waste in the city. Turning off gas an d electr icity 
when not needed, saving of water, avoiding kitchen waste, pro­
viding one's own gard en, mending clothes th at a re still good 
to wear. 

c. There is a gr eat difference between being stingy and being eco­
n0mical. The one is unwise, the other is wise. What is the 
difference? What i.; the Yalue of keeping account of your 
expenditures? 

cl. Elements of thrift-honest labor to earn money, careful invest­
ment of money ea rned. Ask the advice of a good banker or 
other business ma n. Put your money in a bank where it will 
earn interest. Organize school banks for the children to de­
posit their money. W llcn the child has deposited as much as 
one dollar take it to t he bank and have the child start a 
savings account. What is the pur pose of a bank? Of a savings 
bank? Of a postal savings bank? 

Enumerate the diffe rent kinds of banks and tell ho\\' each differs 
from the others . 

References: 
Willard-City Go\·ernmcnt for Young People. Chapter 18. 
Hill-Lessons for Junior Citizens. Chapter 6. 
Bailey- What To Do for Uncle Sam. Ch apter 9. 
Wade-Lessons in Americanism. 

PUBLIC MONEY 

lntroclu ction. The aim of this topic is to point out that we work together 
through our government, that taxes for the govern ment are our contribu­
tions for carrying on such "·ork, and to develop the right attitude toward.; 
taxes. 

1. 'l'he Meaning of Piiblic Money. 
a . Government must be carried on by men who give a ll their time 

to that work. They m ths t he paid salaries for their services: 
The government's business requi res building~ and offices and 
equipment in order that the work of the government can be 
pro11erly carried on. I\Ioney is required to pay for all this 
work and for salaries for all the officials. The government, 
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either local , state, or nat ional , must build roads and bridges, 
postoffices and schools. All this requires money. 

b. Make a li st of the various purposes for which money is needed, 
in the community, in the state, in the nation. 

Could we do many of these things oursc!Yes and noL give them 
to the government? 

What do we mean by public? What is a tax? Different kinds of 
taxes? Do all people pay taxes? "\Vhat determines in general 
the amount each individual pays? 

2. How Ta xes Are L c,z;icd. 
a . The assessor vis its every owner of property and determines the 

value of the prnperty. 
The town ship trustees go over th e ,, ork of the assessor and see 

that his assessment of all is just aud fair. 
The coun ty supervi sors compare the assessments of all townships 

to see if each township has been assessed fairly. 
The state executive council compares Lhe assessments of a ll 

counties to see that each county is assessed only its fair share. 
b. The county board of supervisors r eceive back from the executive 

council t lle total amount of the county assessment and decid es 
the amount of tax to be paid on each dollar's worth of property . 
The county a uditor fi gures th e amount of tax to lJe paid liy 
each person. 

3. How Taxes Are Collected. 
a. The ta~es a re assessed. and levied one year in advance of col­

lection. The taxes paid thi s year were assessed and ievied last 
year. As the expenses of government become more so do taxes 
increase in amount. The rise in val ue of property also makes 
taxes higher as more dollars are taxed. 

b. Where are taxes paid, and to whom and whGn? 
What is the penalty if taxe3 a re not paid at the proper time? 
What do we mean by delinquent taxes? 
What is clone if a person " ·ho owns property does not pay hi s 

taxes a t all? 
Get a tax receipt a nd study the table of levies on the back of it. 
Some states refuse a person the right to Yote if his taxes are 

not paid before el ection time. 

4. Attitude Towards Paying Ta .tes. 
a. Too often people think their gover nment is wasteful or dishonest 

because th ey do not stop to think about what the government 
does fo r them . 

Enumerate all the government aclivitics you can in which the 
government helps us directly or indirectly. 

Have we 
wisely? 
be glad 

a righ t to expect our officers to expend our money 
Why should we think of taxes as a good thing anLl 

to pay them? 
What do you think of a man who gives in a wrong valuation to 

the assessor, or one who tries to escape paying his taxes? 
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5. How Our Government Borrows Money, 
a. When our government undertakes a piece of work for wh ich it 

does not have s ufficient money in the treasury at that time, it 
has to borrow money. During the war our governm ent had to 
borrow a great deal of money. We called these loans liberty 
loans. Why did we call them Liberty Loans? What did we 
call the loan a fter the war was over? 

b. In the same way our counties and cities often borrow money. 
Sometimes a court house or a big bridge has to be built, and 
the county does not have enough money from taxes to build it. 
The county must then borrow money. The county may sell 
bonds much the same as the nation did during the war. 

A city may \Yant to erect a municipal light plant. The city will 
generally have to sell bonds to raise the money . The people 
feel that they cannot afford to pay the whole expense of a great 
undertaking during any one year. They also feel that the 
undertaking is for the benefit of future generations as we]] M 

for the present people. If the city borrows money in this way 
it can pay off the debt gradually and allow it to extend over 
a long period of time. 

c. What do we call these promises to pay that the government gave 
us during the war? The same name is applied to the promise 
of the city or the county to pay back money loaned to it. 
These bonds are a good investment-why? 

References: 
Willard-City Government for Young People. Chapters 9 to 11. 
Cole-The Young Citizen. Chaptei:s 17, 18. 
Wade-Lessons in Americanism. 
The Financial Statement of the County Auditor. 

ELECTIONS 

Introduction. The aim of this topic is to explain how candidates are 
chosen by parties and officers elected by the people, and to show the 
importance of every voter taking part in choosing officers. 

1. Meaning of Elections. 
a. We say we live under a Republican government. What do we 

mean by the term democratic? 
Can you name other countries that have Republican governments? 

Pure democracy is impossible because all the people cannot 
assemble in any one place to cast ballots or to make laws. 
Therefore we in a democracy must choose men to represent us 
in these things. An election is the act of choosing officers to 
carry on government in the name of the people. When are 
elections held in our community? Name different officers that 
were elected at the last election . 

2. Suffrage. 
a. Who may vote in Iowa? 

Are you a voter? 
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What is the difference between a voter and a citizen? 
In a few states persons may vote if they have taken out their 

first papers. They are not citizens until they rece ive the second 
papers. 

Do you think any state ought to allow people to vote for president 
or vice-president befo re they h ave become fu ll-fledgerl citizens? 

b. The 19th amendment to the Federal Constitution gives wom0n 
the right to vote, all over the United States. Why did we 
not give women the ballot earlier? 

3. How W e Choose Candidates. 
a. \\'e do not all agree on all questions \Yhich our government must 

settle. For example, in the countr y we do not all favor paved 
roads. In the city we do not a ll favor pavin!.\" streets or building 
new school bu ildings. The voters who agree on certain national 
questions get together in groups wh ich we call parties. What 
are some questions on which we do not agree at the present 
time? 

b. Each party wants to put its men into office because these men 
promise to carry out their party's wishes. When and how do 
par ties choose the ir candidates? vVhat does t h e word "primary" 
mean? Name some of the candidates chosen a t the primary. 

c. Get a primary ballot and study it in class. Ballots are printed 
in the local n ewspapers, and may also be had at the place of 
voting. The county auditor generally has a few sa mple ballots 
for distribution. 

4. How We Elect Officers . 
a. Some time after the parties have chosen their candidates an elec­

tion is held where one man is chosen for each ofiice from among 
the candidates. The state and national elections are held the 
first Tuesday after the first Monday in November. 

b. How many votes must a candidate in I owa have to be elected? 
We believe that the largest group sboul.d govern. How many 
elections have there been in your community in the last four 
years ? What was the purpose of s uch elections? 

c. Get an election ballot. They may be secured from the county 
auditor. We used to have a ballot for each party. How is our 
present ballot made up? Why? 

How do voters mark thei r ballots? 
(Teachers ought to bring sample ball ots to school and have pupil s 

make ballots on bl ank paper). 

5. Eilection Officers. 
a. Who bas charge of elections in our town or in our township 

precinct? "\Vhat do these men have to do? Where a re elections 
generally held? Why do voters vote in secret ? When do the 
election judges begin to count the ballots? May they count 
each vote as it is cast? Why? W11at do they do with the report 
after the votes are counted? 
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6. The Good C'itizen's Attitucle 7'oward Elections. 
a . The large number of voters who fail to take a part in our elec­

tions is surprising. These men are often the ones who complain 
about the government being badly managed. Are they justified? 
It is those who take part who control matters. Do t hose who 
are too indifferent to vote count in our kind of government? 
Some people think if a person fails to vote for a certain length 
of time, he should be deprived of the right to vote. What is 
the danger in our government ·of people failing to vote? Are 
there enough good people to control elections if they all voted? 

b. Discuss the privilege of voting. 
c. Discuss the duty of voting. 
d. Should our good citizens object to holding office? Why do many 

men object? We should feel that any office is both a n honor 
and an obligation upon the person elected, by the whole com­
munity, and that it gives the holder an opportunity to serve 
the whole community. 
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