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REPORT .. 

OYFIOEI OF D.ESMOINES RtVER lMPRqVEMENT, t· · 1 

OTTUMWA, Nov. 30, 1852. 5 
His Excellency Stcph.en H empstead 

Got•crnor of lmta: 
Stn: In the Report of the undersigned, .of the , first of .December 

Jast, we were enabled t,o comm,unicate. the gratifying fact of the· final 
i.i ettl emen t of the question as to .the ex tension of the D esmoincs River 
Con gressional Grant, from the Raccoon Fork to the source, of.the Riv
er, whereby a million of acres .more of lan.d .were secured . for, the m1e 
of ..i ts improvemen t . .. 

We ha ve now the sa ti sfac tion of announcing the' ,re-opening of the 
river for. n11Yigation after its obiltruction, by dams and other, obstacles, 
du.ring .severa l years-past. , 

Thus, two points .of great importance to the .work un der our -charge, 
llB •well as to the· public inte rests generally, l1ave been, attained. The 
Congressional Grant~limitcrl to the 321,800 acres . lying , below the 
Raccoon Fork, when the undersigned took ch arge .. . of. the . work as 
Commissioner an d Register, in March, 1851-:-has been m ade to em
brace more th an q.u~<l i;uple that amount; while the .River--then and 
:1'011' several years prev iously,. wholly, uselet,is for .. all •purposes Gf navi
gation, in consequence of the Dams and Locks., .. put into it pr~or to 
the commencement ,of the Improvement, and .. the· unfinished condition 
of.those undertaken to be erected by the -State,-c.,-is a 7ain open forthe 
pa.ssage of boats, from·its mouth to the Rac;:cooa Fork. ,· 

The results accompl isher! by the attainment .of the two pointB men• . 
tioned are; first: a C banncl i~ opened through .which a marJrnt m · .ay 
be reached, during a por..tion of.each yem>;for the surplus produc ts or . 
the entire valley; and articles 0f merchandise supplied to its inh .abit
:nt,3 at a cost reduced many _fold below the rate. of tramportati .o.n by, 
ordinary land ca rrige; a nd., secondly •: the magni,ficent acquisi• tion of 
a m-Ulion of actes of land J;ecures the certain basi11 through whi ,ch the 
entire work can be complded,d f the pe!)pl(: of the State~ t.hrou .gh their 
own action, and that of their Repreaentati:ves in 1he Legielat' u.re, wil '.\ 
ffi1&t it be done J . 



4 

Hav'ing , in our last report ---2 00 surplus copies ofwb ic h, p rocured to 
be printPtl fo 1' ci rc nl :.i.t ion a t the time it was mad e , are rw 1v herewith 
furnishe 1 for the u,;c of the L eg islati ve assernbly ---gone in to a history 
of the conditi ,:m and p rogre:3s of the wGrk, fro m the period when the 
undersign etl ·becam e conn ected with it until th e <late of th a t Heport , 
it is deemed unn ecessa ry ta <lo more at present .than make a gc~neral 
reference to it,; contcn,t,, It cmbrnct,s a full st a te ment of the settle
m ent of the vex e<l CJUC$ tion in regard t o the ex te nt of the Cong ression
al Grant, together with the o pinions of t he e min ent men wh o acted ris 
counsel in the case, a-nd every othe r m a ttc1· of any int ere:; t connected 
with the wod, b r,t wecn t he periods re fered to, nml which n eed no t ,. 
therefore, be repeated here . 

CONTRACT WITH BANGS, BROTHERS & CO . 

Frequent r eferenc e is ma<le , in tha t R eport, to the contract entered \ 
into by the under~igncd , on th e fl th of August 185 1, with t he fil'm of 
Bangs Brothel's & Co, of Ne w York, whic h prnvid ed for the comp letion 
of the entire wo rk , from the mo uth of the river to Fort Des Ma in;:; , within 
four yearil from the t ime when :1 confirmation shu uld be sec urc ll ol' the 
extension of the grunt. above tbe Raccoon Fork; and, to th e rm ki ng of 

' which contract was a tti-i bu ted, mainly, the obta ining of such confir
mation when it occuned. T he nnders igned r eiterate that a.pinion 
now, and confidently ·tatc th a t, bu t fo l' the making of the contract 
referred to, at t he p articu lar time when it was m a de, the gran t of 
lands fm the impr-ove rncnt of the Des Mains River wo uld still have 
been limited, th is <l ay, to th e Raccoon Fork a s its nor thern t erminus, 
and, in all reasonable prob ab ility, would not have been ex tended be
y ond tha t point for years to come-if e ver. EYe nts tha t have subse-

'i ~•uent1y transpired have g iven renewed strength to this con viction . 
L 1-i y the terms of the contract cf Bangs Brnthor & Co. , they were t o 

fu,m ;sh the money to pay fo r all work done on the three j obs u t Cro
ton, Bonaparte, and Den t ons por t, after the d a te of the contract, on 
m onth ly e;;timates of the Engineer, com mencing on the l s c of Octo
b er, 18, ·5 1. 'This they fo.i lc cl to ~o, on the fi rs} estima te that was ma,de , 
wh ich n ,.mounted to over $ 12 ,00•}; wh ereas the a mount r emitted by 
them t o meet it was but · 5,000-for which an age_n t had to be B\'!Ut , 

tiuit to S , t. L ouis, and ttfterwa r;_Js to Ottum;-v:;i,, b cfo r,e t4e ~oney was 
procured,, 'l'hey made no sub sequent r ernitta ncc1 t o the_ amount cf a 
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d oll ar, to meet the mon thly- estimates, nor have nny of the firm been 
in the S tate, to bestow thei·r- attention upoii the wo1k,or for any other 
object, until ti1e arrival of or.•e of th ei;• n ambt> I' here some few weeks 
since . T he i1· con tract requ ire;:i , not only th at the whole work, from 
the mou th of the river to Fort Des Moinf', shall be completed within 
four ycn,rs from th e tim e when the land a a bove the Raccoon Fork are 
s eemed-to wit: four years fro m thr, 29 th of Octob e 1· 185 1, when they 
were secu red, by the rescinding of the ad ve rse dec is ion of the Secre
t :.iry of the Jnteriol'-hut it requi re,, , forther, t lrnt aot less th an one 
four th of the aggregate of work to be done, s!rn ll be ex pend eel i :·-t wc/1 
year, un ti l the compl etiun of the whole Im p rovemen t. Yet, upvvards 
of a ye:u has ela pse tl, and nothi ng has been done hy M essrs. Bangs 
Brother & Co . L etters an d Telegraphic d i~pa tchea receivecl from 
this firm, or some of its members , in Decembc i" las t, authorizeu the 
R egi:3 tcl' t o tlraw on them fot· an amoun t suflic ient to mce.t the csti
m ate ci /'o;· work done on th e Orn ton, Bonn.p:nte nnd lkntou;;port jobs, 
payable at t!i c Am eric a n E xc ha nge Bank in the C il y o f l':cw York; 
which was d one accortling ly, and th e dra fts ~old , most ly in Keokuk 
and St. L ou is, a;, became indi,, pe nsably neces~a ;·y, i n o:rle r to mak:} 
paymen ts on the work referred to; and t hus tu ( ur.-y th em fo. w.1.-d, 
that they might at la s t be pl aced in a con ditio u to adm :t of the 
p a s~a g e of boa t., . This was expressly req11il'erl to be cl one bi t lrn l3t 

f Fcbrnary, 1852, und er the te rm s uf th e con! rac:t with B nn; s 
B roLhc ,· & C o ., n.nJ would haYe been don P, , unq 11es ti o1J a bly, h a d they 
c ompEt?d with th o,:e tenns, in furnish in g the w oncy to meet the esti
mates . ILH·in6 failed to tl o so, it was n o t nccompl i:'dicd until <luring 
th e mo nLh last p a,, t, when , by the same te rm,- , the job_, a t the three 
p oints mcn tionecJ wel'e to hal'e bee n, and :sh ouU have been, not mere
ly pas;: :1blc for bu a ts, at all tim r:s, but entire!!) c:1mplt tcd . 

The dl' :,ft:; drnwn by the Registct· on Bangs, Brn t:h c:s & Co ., in con
formity 11 i tli th e authority g ive n by tl1em so to do-and whid1 were 
sold by the Commissioner, as abo\'C stated-11·ere n o t paid at matur
i ty, out suffaed to be protes ted , and sent back h ere for co ll ection. 
Hence it bec ame necessary , fol' tlie do ub le purporn of meeting the 
paymen t of those drafts , and proce edin g ll'i th the works above men
tioned, to rc;,,ort to a rnle of lands to effect thofe objects. Bangs, 
Brother;3 & Co. in wholly failing to make any arTange ments to carry 
forwartl the works, with a view to th eir co.mpletio n withiu the four 
y eara, 01· to do one one-fourth of the aggregate amount of what had 
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I to be done, ·,vithiri the first year, M well as in foilin g to meet the p·ay• 
ment of the monthly estimates of each month, from October to Feb
ruary, had most' clearly forfeited their contract; and, at a meeting of 
the undersigned; at Ottumwa, on the 18th of February, 1852, a declar
ation to that effect was formally made, -an d cnterecl of record, a copy 
of which, marked · (A) accompanies th is report. 

There are two provisions in the contract with Bangs, Brothers & 
0 o., which were strongly objected to by the unders ig ned at the time 
it was ma de, and a:i s trongly urged by t he person acting for that firm. 
Those p rovi ;;ions, in fact, were made by him a sine qua non-without 
which no contract could be made; · and , as s tated in Olli' fonncr report, it 
was, upon mature delibera tion, after a full view of the condition of 
the work--then as unpromising as it wr.ll c0uld be-deemed advisa
ble, upon the 11· holc, to accep t the obnoxious terms, ratbe1· than make 
no contra.ct at a!l, and permit the work:i to stand unfini,J1e<l. with ne• 
reasonable prn;;pect of doing any thing ful'th ci· upon them . The pro
visions l'efoned to are those permitting an increased pric~ to be placed 
upon; the la nds, beyond $ 1,25 per a cl'c , and 1hc addition of t1rnnty 
p er cen t, on the aggregate amount to be paid to the contra ctors, over 
· n<l above the prices spcciGcd for all the <l iffeJ'ent items 11 amcd in the 
contract . The latter of those provi:-:ions, ho1,·e1·er, seemed less objec
tion able than th e tormcr; ~ecau~e, fully aware of the impos ·ibility of 
selling le n<l s fa:c< t enough to C::ll'l'Y the \\'Ork funYarcl 1ri th any degl'ee 
of vigor nnd rapi rl ity, some H1 ch ,,tep 1ras obr ious ly ncccssmy, to the 
minds of the unt.lcrsigned , in 01·<lcr to en able tbc contractors to raise 
the large a mount of fo nds rcqui l'ed; and it1rns \\'ith tha t objcct,chiefly , 
if not wholly , th at the ti,·en ty per cent clau ,;e \\'as permitted to be
come a p a rt of th e contrnc t. The person n·ith whom tlic negotiations, 
with 1.he nndc rsigned, ou the pmt of Bangs, Brntlier;i & Co. 1.-erc con
ductei:1.- 1\fr. Airno n Bangs--insi~ted l'Cpeated ly, and most earnestly , 
in the progress of those negotiation s, that th i;i clause ,1·ith regard to 

: the ad ditio r, al twenty per cent, would, most cc1·tainly, enable them to 
raise all the money 1~ec cssary to prosecute the work vigorou sly to a 

. completion , in accordance with th e terms of tli c con tract, by sell ing 
· the certificates of Jndebte<lness, or "Bond;;," to be i~s ucd to them, 
that much under par, if it became neces;;ary; an ,! the undersigned 
were led to suppose that, with th e lands above tlw Raccoon Fork onc0 
-secured as a ba~is for the security of the paymen t of such certificates, 

Jt he requisite funds might very probably thus be procured. This , 



7 

then, ·as already stated, was 'the g1·eat leading, and eoritrolling objett, 
with which the clause allowing the additional twenty per cent was 
permitted fi'nally to find a place in the contract-as its terms ,go 
2learly° to show. ·In very truth , it may b e said to have been almost 
the sole· object; the othe1· considerations mentioned therein being of 
entirely secondary importance, and so regarded and treated, during 
the whole pend ency' of the negotiations. The forfe iture ·of the con
tract, on the part of Bangs Brothers & Co., rids the improvement of 
all liability to that firm, the payment of the twenty per cent of course 
included, and the lands from su ~ection to arise ofprice beyond $1.2~ 
per acre. 

NEGOTIATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE WITH CAl)JTAL
IST~ AND CONTRACTORS. 

\ Vhen, after having waited some two or three months to ascertain 
the· t'esillt, it was perfectly obvious that Bangs Brothers & Co. would 
not proceed under their contract, agreeably to its terms, and ,after 
the undersi g ned had accm·dingly declared that contract forfeited, it 
became necessary to take sol!le new step, to progress with he Im
provement. It was quite certain that, even with thP, grant confined 
above the Raccoon Fork, the sales of lands would be to so l imited a 
extent that comparatively little could be done towards pay ing offthe 
large debt already incul'rcd, ant! at the same time undertaking seve
ral new ,iobs, in a ddition to completing the old ones already under 
cons ruction. It was thought, therefore, by the undersigned , after a 
consultation between tl em upon the subject, th a t the interests of the 
work imperatively demanded renewed efforts, on·their part,to engag _ 

-other partics ' to und ertake its completion, who might prove competent 
t o the ta.sic The securing of the extenbion of the grant was a new 
element of strength, in any future negotiations havi ng that object in 
view, and which it was reasonably supposed would ensure its accom
plishment. Accordingly, it was decided that the commissioner should 
visit some of the Eastern States for the purpose mentioned ; which he 
did, leaving home early in March last, and not re turn ing until towards 
the last of June. During his ab;;cence he was in almost daily com
municat ion with individuali! a nd companies in the states of Ohio, 
Pennsyl vanra, and New York, who either were then, or had been pre
v iously engaged extensively iu Internal Improvement operations, in 



8 

those and other states-and several of whom evinced an earnest wisl'l 
to become connected with our works. Some of those parties gave 
promises that they would visi t Iowa, during the summer or fall , to ex
amine the coun ~.y with a view to becoming engaged on the Des 
·Moines River lmpl'O vcrncnt. Perhaps the best known of those com
panies, to the people of lowa, is one composed of Messrs . Sturges, 
Forrer and Hosmer, of Ohio, whose lai·ge operations, and energy and 
success, in whatever they und ertake , have given them a ,-ridely ex• 
tended reputation. They have been recently engagad upon a j ob in 
Indiana-the constru ct. ion of a canal from Evansville, on the Ohio 
river, into the interior of the s tate-which was commenced by them 
only a year ago last :spring, an d i, prnliab ly now complete d, at a cost 
of some $700,000. The employmen t of that company upon our work , 
c ould it be accomplished, wou!J, it i::1 confidently believed, en mre its 
speedy completion ; and hen ce the Commi~:i ion er was mo;;t <l esirous 
of effecting it. For that purpose he m ade a \'i.;it of rn:1rn time in 
Ohio, and sub~equently met one of the members of the fi rm in the 
ci ty of New York, where scvernl interv iews were had between them. 
The rea,;ons why thoce gentl cmrn 1\·ere not enabled to make their 
p rorr, ised vi:,; it to low a, this sf'::i.-son, a : well as the views entertained 
by them with regard to oar Improvement, at~c.l the course be:,; t , in their 
opinion, to be adopted to secure itJ eomr letion, will be found stated 
in two lettei-s each f.-o m l\'.It- . F orrer an<l .Mr. Sturges, received by 
the Commissioner since lii3 retu rn ho:nc la:,;t summer, and copies of 

hich a ccompany this llrpo;- t, rn arkc<l (B.) 
The Commis:,; ioner saw a lso, a nd con ferred wit!1, num ero:is other 

p arties in Pennsy lvania and New York, several of 1Yhom rxpressc:.l a 
determination to visit Io1-..a in th e course of the summe1·- bnt none of 
whom have clone t< O. On e company especia lly, with whom he met 
i n Harrisburg,· composed of a nu,nher of prominent citizen, of Penn• 
sylvania, had j LBt made a for ,nal prnpo.3i tion to i ts Legis lat:.i re to 
lease the whole public ,rnrks of the state for a p 8rio1 of ten yr•ars, 
a t an annual rent of a million of dollars. Some of the morc active 
of the members of this company, havi ng given a careful examinat ion 
to the Des Moines Improvement projec t, and a ll the papers in the 
case, which were submitted to th em by the Commiss ion er for that 
purpose , sta ted that , in the event of the fai lure of the ir proposition, 
then pending before the Pennsylvania Legislature, they would very 
probably make one for our work, after having first visited Iowa, du-



ring the summ er, for the purpo;se of ex:1mini11git and the country. Ye<i 
they have not come, n or has aught.further been heard from them up
on the subj ect. 

\Vhile in the c ity of New York, it was d eemed by the Comrnission
r.r •veil worth wh ile to endeavor to asc P- r tain what migh t poss ibly bo 
done in reg;ard to r ai sing funds , throug h th e cnpitali :; ts there-the 
great fo cus of nil the m on etary tran sa ctions of t he coun t ry-for 
constrnctin g ou1· 1roi'iC ; and he a ccordin g ly opened n egotiatio ns , look
ing to that e nd, ',Yith a n u mbe r of the longest estab lis her! , a n d best 
known hous r s in tha t c ity . T hose neg otiations \\'e re, in their e arlier 
Rtages, of qu ite a h ig hly encoUl'nging charncter; a nd the re were 
s trong grounJ ::; fur be lie f' by the Com miss ion er that he shou!Ll be en
abled, befor e leaving N ew Yo1·k, to lay the certa in fo undation fo r ob
taining,if no t all that \\'on!J hav e been d es irable ,an a m ou nt s uffi cient 
at least to carry the n-o rk a head vig orou:3 Jy fur a year or two to come. 
Difficulties a nd objections 11·ern of course rai sed , from ti me to time-, 
by those to 1dtom tli su bj ec t 11·as presen ted, but these were , in m an y 
ins tance:;: , overcome by cx rlana tions, in r ep eated interviews, a nd the 
matter see ,n ed i 11 a fair 1nty of complete eonsum:nation, wb en tl1 e re
ported passagf', t hrn ug!i th,: U . S. Hou3e of l{eprese nta ;ive:3, ( chen in 
i:ession) of the" fJo:11e.;tead," 01· " F ree Farm" bill, by a vote o f more 
t han 2 to 1, an :l i " con,rq n ,nt probable passage th roug h t 1e Sen
n te aJ30, p ut a slt'p nt once to furth e r proccedin g:5 . ,Th e grnu n<l 
w as then ta ken, by nl those ll' ith whom s uch nego tiati ons bad been 
pendin g , a ,, it l1 ad bcf'n prev iou~ly by so m e of th eir nu mbe r, that, in 
order to rni ~e t lic rrqui rcd n mount to carry forll' ard out· wor , , th o 
land s-rno-' t mi~tnk cn ly c o:1c r. i1-c d by th e m to be remJercd less val u
a bl e in conseq nc ncc of the prnpability of the " Homest ead" uill be
c oming a ln 1r- ;v~1·.;- not a s1yJic: icnt :;::curil!J on 1..-h ic h to ba se a la rg e 
loan; and th at nol11ing :; ho rt of the credit of the s tatr, to b ack it, 
w oulcl t hen do fo l' thnt pu:·p()sc . The com m iss ione r s oug l1t ca ·11east ly 
to exp lain, nn d to demon.,tr;tc , t l1a t th e e ffect of the pas:< a 6 e o f tho 
"Free F ur.11" bil l, on t l1c tbc \·alue of the Des M e in c:, ri n :1· l:.:uals, 
would not, an t! f.-o:n the facts of th e ca se a s th ey plnin!y stood , cou]J 
not, be su ch as sccm c <l to be a pprehend e<l-l)L1t exactly the re \·e1·se ; 
ns the "giving a 11·ay' ' cf the a lte rnate oee tion;; be!Dngi ng to the U n :t e<l 
States, and t he co nsequent imrnediat<~ sctllcmcnl, and improvr;mcnt of 
those la ndo;-most cc rtni n to follow such "gi\·ing w ay"-1rn ulu , a s a 
matter cf comse, greatly enhance the value of the othe r al terna t e ser;.. 
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'tions, grantetl to Iowa, whtch woultl thus become,' the 1more speedily, 
$U.rroundcd by impt ovcclfarms; nor did th e Commissioner omit to urge 
his personal ex perienc e in la nd operations in the ,,vest•, fat" a long se
rie;i of years, while a cting ·as a Public L and Offi cer, to es tablish this 
point-but all to 1w p urpose. "The unfou ndeC:Hdea appeared to have 
gained complete co iitrol o { the -m in ds of the money lende rs and their 
agents, that the "g iving a 1ray" of lou rteen hu ndrnd mi llions-that· rs 
the amount stil l ow ned by th e U. S .-ofacrcs of Ja nel, through the op 
eration of th e "Homestead" bill, was cer ta in ly goin" to render all oth
er unimproved lands in the \¥est, those granted for t 1e D es Moine:! 
Impro vement inc luded, u m,a leab le for ycartJ and years to come- and 
tris impression it seemed imposs ible wholly to ren ove. 

Th e Comrni esione r, hav i•ng fJWnt ::ome E' ix wcek s ·in 1Jew York, en
gaged in s uch negotiatio n!:' , thus brollght to a close, addreE!sed a com
munica tion to some t wo ·or t hree of t he hou::;es ll'ilh whom he ha d 
been neguti ntin6 , in 01·de r to elicit thei l' · ;c11·s of the subj ec t , in writ
ing, und e r the t urn whicli t he rnattc1· had take n ; and , su bmitted here
with , marked (C) will he fo und copies of his le t te r, 1Yith the answers 
of the houses refc1-rcd to , to-wit: Messrs . Dunc a n, Shc rm a.n & Co.; 
J a mes G. King & So ns; and Simeon Draper-all of eminent stand 
ing, both at home and abroad, among dealers in !\..merican stocks and 
securities . 

DBCISro ~' UPON THE G:RANT ,ABOVE RACCOON FORK. 

Shortly afte r t he ac tio n of the Cabinet at \V ash ing ton , i n reference 
to the ex tent of th e Oong1·cE's ion al gl'a nt, the rc tJ ult of 1rhie h was com
m unicated to tile Comini.,:-ioncr by the Sec reta1·y of the In terior, in 
his- letter of Octobe, 2!.J , 1851-unfo,tun ate!y u_ i"p 1·in ted, wit h an im
portant om i.:l~iou , as it G1·;:; t app eared i n the nc1r :5 papel's-a question 
was r :1iscd , tlirnugli t he public I ress, wh etli er tlia t action wa;:, in· fact, 
a final settl ement of t lic mattc l' ; or wheth er Congre:'s, or the judic ial 
tribunals ol' tlw conn try , might not ye t have to take some fur ther step , 
before i t cou ld be reduced to a .fina lity. fmm c<l ia tcly on observing 

· this mistaken suggcc; t ion , the Oommis,:, ioner, in a letter addressed by 
him to the public, in rega rd lo that aMl olher poin t::; of interest; con
nected wi th t lic 11· ol'k , remarke<; " By the way, I observe th a t the· let
ter of Mr. Stu ,. rt, making ~his dec i::< ion (a copy of IV hich was enclosed 
in one to me, at \Va::;hington,-as soon a:s·it was placed in the hands of 
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·,·Mr: Butte'rfield_:._the Commissioner of the , Generai Lail<l Office) bl 
published in several of the papers in this state, and pointed to by some 
of them as evidence that the question as to the exten sion of ·the Des 
Moines grant above the Raccoon Fork is not yet settled; and that w@ 

shall have yet to go to 'Congl'ess or the Courts' before it can be set• 

tied." * * * * * * ,;,, * * * 
"The prevalenc e of any such im pression as this is of course well 

calculated greatly to embarrass .. t he wo!'k; and I, th erefore , think it 
my duty to say, ancl I do say , promptly, and most confi dently, that 
the rece;~t a ction of the Cabinet, as commu nicated thrnugh the letter 
of the S ec retary of th e Interiol', docs se ttl e the question h ith erto in con
t ro versy. T hat th ey th emselves rn rcgal'd e<l it, 1 ha\·c the best rea
s ons for kno wing-better, I think, ·than any here can Lave for a dif~ 
fercnt opinion- ant.! so i t was regard.cd bye ·cry body in W ashing ton, 
enemies as \ ·ell a s fri end:; of t he grant." 

"In th e first pl ace, Mr. Stuar ':; letter-t ransmitted for publication 
firs t i+1 anothe r po1·tio n of the .::tatc, and copied h ere-is not a true 
copy, as it 11·a s co.nmun icated to me 1Yithin' -t lw wall· f the lnte riol' 
Depar tment, imrned i tely after i t \\·a s written; and I n ow furnish, 
1--erewith , a co1T ct copy fo publit.:ation. · 1t vii! be seen, on compar
ing this trne <.:opy with that 1rh ich has be en publi :ch ed, that the 1rnrds 
' I am willing to 1·cco o·ni~c the claim r!f the slate,' contain<'d in the former, 
are whol ly omitted from tli c latter-a most impor l:rn t omi ssion! " * "' 

"Apprchc n~i\"C that wrong constl'Ll ctions might be put upon this 
letter, eve1 i f given concctly to the public, with ou t iso rn e exp la nations 
uccornpanying it, I r efrained from se nding it from \ Vash ington for 
publication; bu t kept it until l coL1ld return home to make those ex
planations ; and l particularly regret that 1t lias found its 1rny into the 
press, in it:c; rn utilatc<l shape , with the very important omis:;; ion above 
mention ed . Th e resul t has be n p l'ec: iscly as was antic ipated-the 
letter is imprope rly construed-the t rue cl1ar::ictcr ::md scope of the 
deci sion arc prcv crtcd-thc public m ind thereby di:::1 u rbcd ane w, \rith 
d oub ts and rn is6ivings- - a nJ an explanation tlrns re 11 Jcrnd th e more 
necessary as to what t il e dec ision 1·:as designed to be , an<l, in foc t,is :" 

" It is trne, th at in his Jette r , Ml'. Stuart- a~ fta tcd in thn. t I wrote 
home from \Vashington, immediately on rcce il' ing i t--~nys , that his 
'own opinion a s to the cons truction of the gra nt i:; unchanged,' and 
adds some superflu ous remarks about lea ving th at constrnct ion 'ope11 

to thc ,aclion .o[ the of the judiciary .' It i:; to be regretted, and I know 
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beyond t'.1eir reach . But they cherish, I am sure, no such dc E' ign, or 
desire. The vexe<l q uestion, so long pending, and i11 vu \"i ng n. million 
of acres of land, is at leng th settl ed, beyond any fu rth er contro ,·c r::-y." 

S uch was the language in 1rhit:h the Commi:_sioncr-th<'n <lirecl 
from \Vashington City, \\'h ere th e question, after muel1 d i · cus~ ion and 
<lelibern.tion , ha:1 just been dec i<led-conceived i t to Le Ii i;; <l u ty to 
meet t li c su 0 ·gcstio n care] c;:;sl_y , not to say r ecklessly , t tll"o ·n out, that 
it might, not improbably, prove not tu be ajhal <l c1:;ci~iuu . 

Dut the public arc n ot le f~ to rely upon the m ere u;,,l, c t op "r::ion ,or 
c.ssertion, oftl e Commiss ioner a s to this point. Tlic f rt lie:· a c tion 
su b::; equently liaJ by the Secretary of the Interior him ;;; LlJ', a:; r c~ardl! 
the Janda above the Raccoon Fork , furni ,;hes the mos t~,atidac tory and 
conc'.u3ivc cv · deace that the o\·cr-eautious 1anguagc c s c- cl by hi 111 , iu his 
l ettct· of Octobe r 2Uth 185 1, 1rns dc:a:ignetl to apply to the ~5,(lj0 acres 
already sold l.;y the govern ment, and nothin g mol'C. The w1<lcr-~ign

cd are now in pos<:es'3ion of cerlifie<l li st:5, (wit h the pla "· or mapi;, 
corres pomlin~ there to,) opprovc<l by the Secretary f the l11 t c 1·ior, 
over his si

0
nuturc, of 2 25,lHu !·lO acres of t11ese lands above the Rac

coon Forks, ~omc few of 1Yh ich have heen c1.lrcu<ly so!J by them , and 
other ::; offered . The last of such certified lists , for 143,UOS.3·, acres, 
bears date March 10th 1852 , a nd i:i in these words and figmcs: 

"A L 1sT" 

"sholl"i tJg tlie Ya ca nt land:! , in the odd numbered sections alovc the 
Huccoon Forl;s, an ti with in five miles of the D es MoincG Hive:·, so far 
as the surveys have progressed, falling to the State of 101\' a , u 1:Jcr t he 
Act of the 8th of Augu;;t 1846, us construed by l lic S _cre:u.1'21 ,if the 
Treasury, in !tis letter of '2nd lrla.rch 184!.l; AND OF rnr. :::l1:ci: 1•,TAllY or 
'I IIE b TERIO.R OF THE 2!J th O <. T J UER, 1851, u:!tic/1, huvc not /icr~-t~for·c OCC?• 
approved." 

[Herc follows the list of the sections, To,vnships , and Tiungei; , em
bracing 143 ,!)08.37 ucres ; a nd th en follows the cert ificatt..-tlms : 

"D£1:ART.IJENT Of' TllE hnrn1on,l 
,vashmgtcn _l_tu· c: h l(J , 1862."\ 

"The selections embraced in tho within Ji;:; t arc I ercb!J apprnv::d, in 
accordance with the views expressed in my lettel' of the 2!.l th of Octo
bcl' last, to the Commis.; ioner of the General L:.mcl office, rnhject to 
any rights ,d1 ic:h rnuy h r. vc existed at the time the selections were 
made known to the L antl 0 lficc by the Agents cf' the ''tutc , it being 
expressly u nd~r:::tood , th.:lt the approval ct-n vcys to •he State n o t itlL 
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to•nny tract w11ich may ba:ve, been 1,0161 ;·. or othe'n vise di !:'_j)O;Bed. of1 pri- · 
or t.o the 1·cccipt by tlic loc<d Land Officers of the Commissioners of the Gen
cr(l/ La:nd qffice, comm,m ·eating lite decision . of Mr, Secretary l!Valker, tc 
~f. r;_ffect that Lile granJ extended abmx the Raccoon Fork." 

[Signed] "ALEXR, H. H. STU ART, Secretary." 
Now·, can anyth ing be more clear than that the above certificate of 

the ,Sec.retary goes, and was cxpre,;sJy .dcsigneJ to go, to . the full ex
tent of coverin g, _by bis deci;,ion, all e landt, in the odd sections, 
wi~bin P,\'e miles on either Eide of the Des Moines Riv~r- save and 
ox.cept onZIJ tltc 25,000 a cres which had been sold, "prior to the rcr.cipt 
b!J (he local Land Oj)icers, of the letter of the Commissiou er of the Gen
er:il_I,.and Gffice, com municati ng the decision of Mr. Secretary Walk
er," &c.- and which !:'::tid le tte r, written June 1st, 1840, was thus re
ceived <luring that month? It seems to us oJ. \Vhy-, C'lsc was that. 
limit(l.tion " exprc,;sly'•' made? and why, furthe rmore, is the " L ist" giv
en by Mr. S tu'l.rt, as ."showing the vacant ands" &c.; " fn iing to the 
stat~ ofJow:i." &c.;"undcrthcacJ"&c.; "AscoNSTRUED"-ma.l'k the lan 
gua,ge-,-not .a lonc ·by ' 'the Secretary of tha Treasury (Mr .. W a.Iker) in 
his Jetter of 2nd March, 184.G;" bntalso by ."the Secretary ?ftbe Inte
r_ior.~'.(l'lfl'.. Stuartltim.sclf} in ms letter, of th.e 29th October. 1851"?
V/e. hav.c alre ady stated that the letter eferred to by Mr. Stu.art, in 
the ,above,. cel'tificatc , as having,been received by the local Land Of
ficers, from the Comrnissione1'. of the General L and Office, bore date 
Jim~1,lst 18.,1 0, a nd was received. (hiring that month. , The local Land 
officers had then sold oaly the 25,000 acres above the .Raccoon F ork 
-an\l they have never sold any , more .. Most e,learly nn d i ndisputa
bly, then, ,as befo re rernal'lrn~l, if there was room for any question 
whate:ver as,,to the scope, a n(ltrue extent.of th e .decision of Mr. Stu
art- which we mai.nt4in . that there was, not-prio,· to : th e giving of 
the above eertifi cat<;!; that certificate, of its.elf, must necessarily r.emove 
every possible vestige_ of cloub.t .from the .m i.nds ,of a.ll •men of common 
understandi.ng. 

INDEBTE.l)~ESS ·.OF .T HE WORK; AND ·EMBARRASSMENTS 
RESULTING THEREFROM . . 

The pi;esent ascertained indebtedness .of the work, in charge of the . 
undersigned1cxclus~ve qfinteres-t,will not vary fac from $lOS,000, em
~acing ..:thed ollowitig 1~m;i_,, to wit: , _ 



A~pµjlt _du~ . on Certi fi-catesissued t July 1st, 1851, for 
work done".b-~Jo,v Bonaparte, . prior 

,, 

" 

" 

" 

to that date~ . . . _ ..... . ........ •.. $18,858 37'·• 
" " Cert;ficatc11. is~u°'d Dec. 5th, . l 85 1, for 

"damages" to,._ Contractor:3,.i 1 accor
danc~ with de:cision of Bo:ud of Ar-
bitraton;, of th .at date,.• ,_.•. , .. ... . . ~ ,796 SO , , 

" " Drafts fo:r $ 20,000, drp.,wn by Regis
te r, D ep. 20, 1~51 , ,on Bq,ngs Brothers-. 
& Co., which were ;,old by _Co:nrnis- . 
si oner..,....and prntestetl for non pay-
m ent•. •.•_ ... •• • •.••• • • •. · • .• • •• •• •• .• 

" to_ \ iVrn. Meek and , ons, Contractora at 
Bonaparte, for labor and matel'ia l::1 • 
on WOl'k at that p oint •· · · · ,•· · ·· ··· n ., 195 .20 : 

" " Brown~ Sanford, Contr,actors on j ob . 
at Ben to_nsport do do, • . . • . • . 5,79'~ ~ l ,,; 

" " J.C. Walker, & Co., Contmctors on , 
job at Croton. do do•, ••• •• . . lt,116 .9~ -• 

" " J.C . 'Walker& Brother.; , Co nlr::icto1·s . 
cm job at Belfast, do du - • • • • . 4,380 08 ,-. 

" -OQ. .Certifi cates, 01· "!3-onds," i~r,uecl to , 
Bangs Brothers & Co ., for money ad~ . 
vanccd, under contract . . . . _.. ..... . .. 5,000 00· , 

" " Ce rti ficat~s issued ,Jo Bonney and 1 

"Whittlesey, fol' labo!' and materia ls 
on j ob at Keosauqua, under contrac t 
of July 8, 1852 ... : . . . . ......... . 2,500 00 ; 

" to .. J. C. Allender &Co.,Millowners &c. 
at South_ Bentonspo1:t, ,umlcr verdict 
and dec ree of Oc tober 1852. . . . . . . . 3,500 00· 

" on a_ll ptheritems not above enumernted, 
estimated, a t, say •_• •.· • .·•••• • •••• • 3,017 2.'> 

Total $ 108,000 00-• 

._ T~e aggr~gate ,f!.q1qunt of these ce..,rtific atf:)s W l;\S $30,!J84.10, of 
whioh·-amoµnt ,1ii l2 ,125 .7'.3; h~!!; ,beenpaid . No certificates of that date 
were i!:'sued for work on .job!i!i, at p roton .,and, Belfast, .but payment, 
were made thereon, from time .to ,time, until _operations, had wholly 
teased at Croton, when Certific.ate11 were issued for the-.. whQle amotmt, 
llue-on jobs at both points, dated September 1852,. · 
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'To make pa-ym·e-nts from month to mo-nth, on the ind ebtedness of 
the wo rk, as above indicated-and to und er·ta l.e to say that it would 
11 ot be m et, btit tlw 'icholc incoming fond app li ed to it;; fur ther prose
cutio n , \ras of course totally out of the que~ tion-while, a t the same 
tim e, constantly strnggling to reserve means en oug h, out cf the com
p arati \·ely small amoun t ·of proceeds of rn les of !an ti s that ,rere be
in g- made, to apply on the Bentonsport, Bon a parte and Croton works, 
in onler to put them in a condition to pass boa t:3 ; and, fu rther'Tlore, 
t o open the "old <lams" at Piymouth anJ Keo~aqmi, an<l a channel 
through the sand bars aad the fore~t» of' snag» be low St. Francisville 
- to do a ll this , 1m say, under the exi sting d iffic L:l tie~, may per
cha nce . eem to those \Vho have not undc: t akc n i t a tri fl in g cJ ntl easy 
ta~] ; yet experience tea ches a very di ffc :·cnt le:,,;:;on! Th e cmbar
ras,;ments rn1<lcr which th e Commis:,,ione1· has c onstn ntly la bored, as 
the tllsbu rsing office!' on the work, in c onsequence of tb e numerous 
and pcrpctuc lly increasing 1lcmancls ngain st it, have bee n cf a most 
h arrassin g character. \ Vith much to pny , an d much to <lo, and but 
l itt le money, it hns not been" a fire in tlie rear" alone to which he 
has been subj ected, dally, Lut in front also-and ur on either flank! 

RIVER OPEN FOR 1TAVIGATI01--TI-iE "OLD DAMS.'' 

'fhc nex t g reat objec t, however, n·ith the u ndersigned , after the 
sccu ·ing of the gran t above the Raccoa F ort-fol lowed by the fail
me of Ba ng;;, Brothers & Co., to folf11 tbeil' contract-has been a
c hic1cd, in the fa ce of every obstacle . T he ope nin g of the river for 
naviga tion, during the present searnn, wa 3 a ll thn. t cou lJ reasonably 
barn been expected to be accomplished , u nde1· su ch circumstances 
- ::m<l th at ba s been done . The op ening of th e obn oxious " old 
<l ams" h as taken place too, n·hcn the prnpe r ti me a l';·i vcd, but not 
before-an d they no longer constitute an obstruc t ion to 11 a \·igation. 
If they had Leen removed three year,; a g o, or even th ree rn onths ago, 
a s \\" a s strong ly anti ince:::san tly u:·ge<l , n obo<ly in the \\"orld would 
have profi ted by it, wh ile ln!·ge nu mbers of peopl e n·otilJ bave been 
harmed materially . l'ntil quite recently these mu ch talked of "old 
dams", were, really, no cbstrnction to navigating the river; because 
the state works we re impassable for boats ; and hence the latter 
could harn gone ·n cithcr up or clov:n , i f'therc had .b een no such thing 
as an "old dam" in the river. The State ,rnrks once in a condition 
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for the passage of boats, it became n~t only proper, but a duty, per
emptorily required of the Commissioner, by la.v, to have the old dams 
opened-and therefore it waa done. 

CHANNEL BELOW ST. FRANCISVILLE. 

In clearing out a channel below St. Francisville, where the bottom 
of the river is sand and mud, instead of the rock found, invariably, 
above that point, it became necessary to get rid, as far as prac~ic'a'
ble, of the hundreds of snags and stumps that had become deeply 
embeded there. Some of these were of large size-huge trees, tor'n 
down and thrown rnto the channel of the river, dming the great flood 
of 1851. To rem(,ve, ent irely, all these trees, was a matter utterly 
impossible to be accomplished, short of the use of a power not at the 
command of the Commissioner-to wit: a" Snag Boat", prope lled by 
Steam, such as a re used on the large rivers, and which would rnst 
some thousands of <lollaril ;-hut 'the riext bes t thing to that was done. 
All the snags that could pos:-;ibly be taken out, with the power calle'd 
in to r equisition, to wit, windlasses, takles and pulleys, with boats 
manned by some twenty mP.n, were wholly removed; while other:i1that 
could not be thu s removed, were cut down as low as possible in the 
water. This, there can be no question, vvill make a channel (200 
feet in width) that can be passed without difficulty, at all times when 
the river can be navigated above, un til the dams and locks are com
pleted. This job was undertaken at the round sum of $DOO, by R. J. 
Germa,n, who fini shed it, and received his money. 

If the Canal below St. Francisville is not to be completed-as' it 
cannot he, for some years to come, except by the m aking of a new 
contract, to covet· the whole Imprnvement, and sustained by a large
loan of mon ey-while the constrn ction of the works above continues 
to progress-the idea has sugges ted it:rnlf to the minds of the under
signed that a dredge boat, as well as a snag boat, both to be pro
pelled by steam power, might ere long be used to much advantage, 
in keeping the channel open through the snags and sand bars below 
St. Francisville-both of which, though entirely removed one year 
would always be found obstrncting it again the next, to some e:Xtent~ 

DES MOINES REl'ORT.-:1 
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CHANNEL ABOVE ST. FRANCISVILLE. 

A wish has been frequently expressed to the und ersigned that the 
channel of the river, fr0m Fort Des Moines to St. Francisville, might 
be cleared of the granite boulders, trees, &c., which are r ep re:;;ented 
ae obstructing it, at a low stage of water-such as has occurred during 
the present season. The subjed is one that has received the atten
tion of the undersigned ever since their connexion with the work, an,t 
been well considered. The difficulties in the way of such an ar-
angement, hitherto, have been various , some of which are as follows: 

T he high stage of the water during the whole of the summer of 1851, 
and the making of the contract, in August, with Bangs , Brothers & 
Co., which , had it been fulfilled on their part, would have dispensed 
with all ne_cessity of any clearing of the channel. Again , during the 
ea rly part of the present season the water remained too high, for a 

long time, to do any thing in th at way; and, when it became low 
nough to do it, the Engineers, under whose personal supervision it 

should have been done, were engaged on other parts of the work- 
getting the locks at Bonaparte a nd Bentonsport in a passable condi
tiop.; opening old dams, &c.,-and could not be spared for th at pm
pose. Besides, with the great number of demancls already existin g 
against the work, constantly and urgently pressed for payment, the 
money to do it could not be spared either, without giv ing rise to a 

new, and to some extent a well founded clam or, on the part of those 
holding such demands. But, above all, if, as the undersigned confi
dently persuaded themselves would be the case, such ac tion wag 

taken by the Legislature, at its coming session , as would result, cer
tainly, in carrying th e whole work forward vigorously, to a speedy. 
completion, the expenditure of not less than twenty fou r hunclred dol
lars-an estimated cost, for clearing the natun .l channel of the river 
- -would, it seems to the undersigned, be just so much money ex• 
pended uselessly; for, with the dams and locks ouce completecl, t he 
obstructions complained of would of course be deep under water, and 
not. ,in the way at all , Those obstructions, at a ny ra te, are not, it id 
believed, an obstacle to the navigation of the river when the water 

,ha-s attained any considerable height, during the spring of the year 
- the only season, usually, when the river can be navigated to muc!i 
imi:pose, until t\le whole work shall be completed. Still, in order to 
~ i~~ passage of boats out of it, at a lower stage of water, it 
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might be well to remove the obstacles complained of; and, should the 
Legislature take no further action to ensure the more vig.orous prose
cution of the entire work the coming year, the undersigned are of the 
opinion that it should be done. 

WOR~S AT KEOSAUQUAAND FARMIN.GTON(PLYMOUTH.)' 

After the total failure of Bangs Brothers & Co. to comply with the
terms of their contract; and· when the Commissioner had returned 
from his visit to the East, without having engaged, positively, other 
parties to undertake th e work; and the fact being, as was then be
lie\'ed, clearly established, that no fonds, other than those deriv:able 
from sales of lands, were to be relied upon, even. to pay off the exist
ing debt; the prospect seemed a lmost hopeless- of a ccomplishing, for 
the time being, anyth ing fu rther u pon the work, beyond the finisnin.g 
u p, as far as practicable, what was already commenced, and then un
der headway. Still , there were two points where it was especially im
portant that something should, if possible, he done, to wit: at Keo
eauqua, and P lymouth (Farmington)1 where mills were erected, an{l 
olJ dams existed in the river. The latter i t was determined should 
be throwu open, just so soon as the State works at Bentonspor t and 
Bona parte were in a condition to permit boats to p ass; and hence 
the \':a.:er powel', a t the two poin ts first mentioned , would be wholly 
destroyed. To obviate, as far a s possible , this difficulty, the under
signed, on receiving a proposition to that tffect, from Messrs. Bonney 
a nd Whittlr i.;ey, of Keosauqua, in the early part of July, entere d in.to 
a contract with those gentlemen , on the 8th of that month, to construct 
the lock and <lam at that point, upon the same terms as those con
tained in the contract with Bangs Brothers & Co.-110 mon ey being 
required to be pa id for the present, but Cer ti.ficates, or "Bonds," to be 
i~sued to them, as the work progresses, payable fiv e years hence.,-
A written proposition was a lso made for this work by E. Manning, 
Esqr, of Keosauqua , but upon much less favorable terms for the state 
t han those on which it had previously been offered to be done, and 
w as fi nally t aken, by Messrs. Bonney a nd Whittlesey. '1' hose gen
tlemen went to work a short time thereafter ,. under thei.r contract, and 
have made good progress since. A large amount of rock has beeti. 
gotten out by them, a nd delivered-at the work, and a goodcommene
ment made on the building of the- lock walls. Their contraci ~on• 
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tains, an express provision, that the lock shall be first so far comple
ted a s to admit of the fre e and uninterrupted passage of boats through 
the same, before the construction oi the dam shall be commenced. 

About the time of enter ing into the cont ract for the work a t Keo
sauqua , the job for building the lock and <l am at Farmington (Ply
mouth ,) was also offered, upon the same terms-first to John McCun e 
& Co ., the former contractors there, and then to the lWessrs. Hough
ton, by both of whom it 1vas declined. S ubsequently a n additiona l 
thousand doJia rs was offered, to mee t th e gre ater ex pense of exc ava
ting for the Jock pit, and dam fo undat ion , at that point than p erhaps 
any other on the ri ver, fro m the fac t t hat the r ock is covere d to the 
depth of some four or fi ve fee t, entirely a cross it, n- ith mL1d and grav
el. This offe r was also dec lined . Recently, the Messrs. Houghton 
•have proposed to take the job ; but, in consequence of t he nea r ap
proach of the session of t he Leg islatu re, r nd the anti cipation of some 
act~on by that bo<ly, by whic h th e work may be carried forward with 
cash payments, instead of upon a crerli t, and consequently upon much 
more fa vorable terms, no c ontrac t has been made with them. 

COMPLETlON OF L OCK AND DAM AT BONAPARTE- COST 
COMPARED vVITH OTHtR W ORKS. 

'fhe entire completion of the Lock a ncl D nm a t Bonaparte, which 
the undersigned are gratifi ed to be enabled to anno unce,-with the 
near app roach to complet ion of th e on e a t Bentonsport-affor<ls a 
proper occasion, of which they accordingly avail themselves , to speak 
of the work, and its cost, as compared ,rith others . 

All persons who have seen that work, and are possessed of any 
knnwledge and expe rience upon such subject,: , fl' eely aclm it that it is 

· one tha t does credit to the sta te , being a trn ly b eautifu l structure, a nd 
built with strict reference to durability , from its fou nda tio n up . Very 
few work::i of the sa r;ne character, p robably, yet b ui lt in any of the 
states , surpass it in e ither of the particulars mentioned- if in deed 

,,. there b e any. Th e cost of this ,rnrk , as shown by the payments made 
and b alance yet d ue to the contractors, falls below the esti ma te, being 
but $35;3 00. 1 Adu to this all incidental expenses connec ted with i t 
inc.luding articles furnished a nd labor p erformed on the j ob , not em
°Qrac~d in the contrac t, an<l the amount, it is belie\'ed, wiJI net reach 
$5,000 more-pay $40,0 0 i,n all. Npw, compare tlii::s with the ac -
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tual cost of the Monongaha_la Improvement in Pennsylvania, as ex
hibited by th eir reports. The works on that Improvement, between 
Pittsbm!gh and Brownsvi lle, consist, says the report of 184G, of" four 
Dams a nd as many Locks"- an add ition al Lock has since been added 
at the Darn near Pitt:;burgh . "The dams ," says the same report, 
"vary in length from 605 to 1,100 fee t, avcm ging 825 feet each ." The 
width of the Des Moin es , from its mouth tu Keosauqua, varies from 
750 to 800 feet . T he Locks on the Penn syl vania work are 190 feet 
by 50 , within the chamber; wh ile ours a re 175 by 44 feet-exceeding, 
in th is respect, those on both th e Kentucky river, and the Muskingum, 
in Ohio--the former of which arn 175 by 38, and the latter still less, 
175 by 36. In the report of the Monongahala comp any, made by 
its President in January, 1848, it is r- ta ted th at that improvement 
(from Pittsburg h to Brownsl"iil e) "cost, for construction, engin eering, 
da mages, &c ., $ 517 ,2 25 21" which gives an average , for each of the 
four poin ts \Yherc locks and dams are built, of but a shade less than 
$ 130,000--or more than treb le the probable cost of he lock and dam 
at Bona parte, ev ery thing included. It is confidently submitted then, 
tbat--judging from this comparison-and, could one be instituted 
with any other work, of a :;i mi lar description, that has yet been built, 
we shoulcl rely, as confid ently, upon a result still favorable to our own 
-the cost of our locks ancl dams has not been, thus far, of that ex
travagant characte1· tha t has been so frequently and so boldly charg
ed by many, and po:3,,ibly believed by some; but that, on the con
trary-taking into account, as a p rope1· regard for simple justice 
would seem to require shoulcl be don e, the circumstan ces of extraor
dinary disadva ntage under which they have been prosecuted, through 
disa strous floods, and the sti ll more crushing effects of almost con
stantly harass ing pecuniary embarrassments--they may safely be 
claimed to have been managed with a due r egarcl to economy, no less 
than to durability. 

PROBABLE DURABILJTY OF THE WORKS. 

And here let us say a word up on this latter subj ect , a s to the prob
able relative durability of the Monongahala works and our own . The 
Des Moines does not usually rise , by the spring fresh ets, over'ten or a 
dozen feet; and 1Yent up, by the GREAT FLoon of 1851-the like of 
which was never known before in its history-only 25 feet; while we 
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are told, officially, that" in ordinary freshets" the Monongahala rit1es 
from 20 to 21 feet-in "very high floods 30 feet-and at one time, in 
1824, the water rose "at several points, to the height of 40 feet!" The 
Kentucky river too, and Green river, in Kentucky-both of which a re 
improved by Locks and dams, as proposed with the Des Moines-it 
may be here remarked, still ' surpass the Monongahala in their extra
ordinary floods-the latter rising "from 40 to 50 feet," and the former 
" from 30 to 55!" 

By the report of the Engineer of the Monongahala company, made 
in January 1848, we learn that, using his own language, the" Lockll 
and Dams" composing that improvement " enjoy no superior advan
tages in point of location, and are not even based upon a rock founda
tion"-except in a single specified instance; while ours are all based 
upon rock foundation. And -we learn furth er, from the Report of the 
President of that company, of January, 1851, that "during the period 
of more than six years," th at had then elapsed , "since your (their) 
navigation was completed, it has been subjected to the severest tests 
of floods and ice without suffering any material injury, or r equiring 
any extraordinary repairs, and is now in good order, thus giving the 
strongest demonstration of the strength and durabilitJ of the work.'' 
May not we, then, taking their experience, with a work not founded on 
rock, as ours is so founded, calculate, with a reasonable d egree of 
confidence, upon the durabili ty oi ours, when it shall be completed? 

HOW EFFECTED BY LOW WATER. 

Another point established by the completion of the Bonaparte and
Bentonsport dams may be appropriately referred to here, as illustra
tive of the character of the works. The present season, as is known 
to all, has been one of remarkably low water in the rivers of the west. 
T~e Des Moines-to apply a phrase often heard upon its banks, du
ring the fall-has come a good deal nearer than ever was known be
fore to "running dry." Much of its wide bed has been exposed na
ked for months, cut up by n~rrow rivulets, presenting a net-like ap
pearance-as of silver traced through an iron ground-when one 
rode along it,, banks. Yet, notwithstanding this very low stage of 
the river, the Dam at Bonaparte has been full to the crest, and over
flowing, throwing back the water, in full pool, to the Bentonsport 
works; while at the latter point ahio, the mills on either side of the 
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river are now fully supplied, and a surplus afforded 'amply sufficient 
for the passage of boats. 

CLAIMS OF MILL OWNERS FOR DAMAGES. 

At Bentonsport was located one of the old dams, with mills on the 
north side of the river owned by James A. Brown, and on the south 
side by George C. Allender & Co. The parties last mentioned, hav
ing COIJ1e into possess ion of a charter granted by the Territorial Leg
islature of Iowa, in 1839, for the erection of a Dam in the Des Moine!l 
at th at point- which charter ran for the term of 50 years, and 13 
:years of which term, consequently, have now expired---presented to 
the undersigned a claim for damages amounting to $24,150, for the 
alleged destru ction of their ~lam, anci stoppage of their miils, among 
other things, in consequence of the con3truction of the State works a t 
the same place . In conformity with the 28th Section of the act ofthe 
Legislature, of the 5th of February, 1851, i t was agreed between the 
understgned and said Allender & Co, to let the case go to trial before 
a jury at the J effe 1·rnn county court, in the followin g October. A post
ponement was ha d until the next March term, when the trial took 
plaae; but, the jury having failed to return their verdict until after 
the adjournment of the court, it was not announc ed and docketted un
til the la te October term, when a decree was entered up, and the whole 
matter fina lly disposed of. Copies of the agreement of the under
signed with said Allend er & Co. to try the case; the finding of the ju
ry therein; and the decre e entered up; ,vill all be found herewi th 
submitted, in the accompanying paper, marked (D.) . An arrange
ment, it may be mentioned, verbally made by a former Board of Pub
lic Works, had, it is understood, guarantied to them (said Allender & 
Co.) ---on the condition of th eir conveying to the state certain lands 
necessary for its use, at the point mentio'ned-the same amount ofwa-• 
ter power of which they were in possession at the time of the com
mencement of the state work there , for a period of fifty years from its 
completion. 

A similar claim for damages to that of said George C. Allender & 
Co., was presented to the under,,igned, in the month of October la::;t, 
by James A. Brown, the mill owner on the north side of the river, 
amounting. to $15,000. No satisfactory arrangement of this claim 
ha·: ing been effected, between the undersigned and said Brown, no-
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tice of petition for. the commencement of a suit bas recently been 
served by the attorneys ot said Brown on the undersigned. 

THE ACCOUNT OF PA UL BRATTON, FORMER TREAStJRER 
OF BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS. 

The late Board of Public Works, in their R eport of Dec. 2 nd 1850,. 
called attention to a deficit in the account of Paul Bratton, former 
Treasurer of the Board, amounting, as shewn by th e books o f ~he of
fice, to $4,841.75; and recommended the necessary steps to b e taken 
for the collection of the money- or such portion of it a s might, upor:i 
an in vestigation, be found to be ac tually due. No such steps, how
ever, were taken by Leg islat ive enactment; no r have the undersigned 
been ahle to discover any authoity, contained in th e bws, requiring 
or authorising them to proc eed and collect this money. The most, 
therefore, t hey have conc eived it to be their duty to do in the matter, 
has been to rec eive from the securities on th e Bond of Mr. Bratton, 
whatever amount they might feel disposed to pay over voluntarily, on 
the account; and the sum of $3,55 1.81 was accordingly receipte d for 
by the R egister, on the 30th of Jun e last. The b alance of $ 1,'289 .!J4, 
it is maintained by the securiti es, who have given the matter their at
tention, will be materially reduced on a thorough investigation of the 
accounts. Mr. Bratton has left the state, for Oregon; hav in g, prior 
to his departure from it, sold his sm all property, and paid, as it is un
derstood .. to bis sec uri ties, the amount since handed by them to the 
H,egister, as above stated. 

EFFECTS OF THE WORK, PRESENT AND PROSPECTIVE, ON 
THE DES MOINES VALLEY. 

Still another point than those already alluded to, which the com
pletion of the works at Bonaparte and Ben tons port serves to illustrate, 
deserves to be mentioned here, to wit: the pleasing scene of renewed 
life and animation thrown into those places, and which can not fail 
to be observed by every one visiting them, as prevailing there, in 
strong contrast with the condition of things at other points where noth
ing has been done. Already, in addition to the extensive mills (among 
the most valuable in Iowa)of Messrs Meek and Sons, built some years 
since at Bonaparte, and tho;;e of Messrs Allender & Co., and J. A. 
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Brown, at Bcntonsport, a.hove referred to, a la rge and expemivc brick 
building has been erected the present season, by the mill owners at 
the point fir5t named, to be used as a woole n manufoctory; whil-e that 
put up last year a t Brntompo1t, by Messrs. Green & Brnthers-and 
which i5 al ;;o n costly nnd highly valuable built.ling-to be use tl as a 
papar man ufactory--the only one yet built fo,· that prn·po$C any where 
west of the Missis,; ippi-is now in in "the full tic.le of successful ex
periment." 

The enterpri5e of Messrs. Meek & Sons, and M essrs. Greene & 
Brother;;, in thus leading off as pionePril , in the' mannfacturing busi
ness on our beautifu l ri ver, i:i commendable, and entitl es them to the 
thanks of the people . Th eir cffort::l arc the first infant steps, the 
m ere faint glimmering of the foresha <low of 1Yhat, at som e future, and 
no very remote da y either, with water po1Yct· created a t intervals of 
hut a few miles all along the Des Moines, by the erect ion of dams 
like those at Bonaparte and Benton spo1·t, may be confidently predict
ed of the fu ture of it::l noble valley-a va lley, than whic h there is not, 
perhaps, in the wide -worI<l one more capable-wh en it:; almost in
calculable resom ces , of unsurpassed f'e1·t ility of soi l, (wi th no waste 
lands in i ts whol e length and breadth) and in exh a ustable beds of 
coal, shall come to be fairly and fully <l e velopecl-of su;; taining in af
fluence , a nd surrounded by all the comforts ancl luxuries of life, a 
t eem:n _;- p r· p ulation ! 

Then will the almost dishr.artenjng stagnation wh;ch now-for the 
want of an outl et for its prntlucts , 'h n<l the absence of any considera
ble manufacturing powe r--pervades this magnificent vall ey, be 
changed, as if by the magi cians ,vand, into one of uns urpassed ac
tivity; then will the drooping villages, s0:'I!e of which see m now as if 
struggling fo r ex istence , be converted into busy, beautiful towns, like 
the hunclre<l ::i brnug ht into being, from like causes , throughout all 
New Eng1and , "fow York, Ohio, and other states; th en will the farm
er, the artisan, ancl e very class of men, find a just reward for 
the enterpri5e and energy which they may put forth in their various 
pursuits in life; and then will labor, and honest industry, no longer 
ask as a favor au equate compensation for employment, which is now 
sometimes sought in vain! This is no fancy sketch- no mere idle, 
glowing picture, drawn simply to please the imagination; but THE 

TRUTH, as the undersigned believe, sincerely and earnestly, it will de-

DES MOINES REPORT.-4 
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velope itself within less than twenty years from the day when these 
lines are written. 

REVENUES FROM CANALS, AND RIVERS IMPROVED BY 
LOOKS AND DAMS. 

In what has been said by the undersigned , in the preceding re
marks, it must not be supposed that they have been unobservant of 
the new dire '> tion given to public sentiment, of recent years, compar
atively speaking, in f'avor of projects of a different description from 
that now under their charge-any more than they have heen of the 
disfavor, so to speak, in which works like oms have come to be re
garded by many persons, who have perhaps given the rnbject nose
rious examination, but thoughtlessly repeat, as is so often the case, 
what they hear from others, without stopping to inquit-e whether it be 
true or fahie. The question ar ises, then, is the sentiment adverted 
to a just sentiment, and one by which it will do to be governed in the 
management of grnat and important interests of a State? Will, in 
other words, the construction of railroads--rapi<l as is the progress 
now being made in that respect, outstripping all the c alpulations 
made by their rnMt sanguine friends and advocates, but a few years 
since-and eminen tly important, and desirable, as they a re conceded 
to be--super:iede entirely th e use of canals, or lead to the abandon• 
ment of any of our important rivers, as channels for the transporta• 
t ion of products, when they are of a character that can be so used, 
or mad e, by improvemen t, to answer that great purpose? Warm
ly as the undero:i g ned are, and ever have been , the friends and ad
vocates of rail-ro~ds, and truly desirous as they are of seeing therrt 
introduced immed iately into Iowa, and· made to cover it like net 
work, if you please, at an early day; yet they do not believe one 
word of the proposition above stated, but, on the contrary, lmow it to 
be one not founded in truth, and experience--but utterly fallacious! 
Why, what do well established focts prove, beyond a contradiction? 
The great State of New York haa a Canal connecting Lake Erie, at 
Buffalo, with the Hud::;on river, at Albany, over 300 miles in length, 
and completed more than a quarter of a century ago: Along the 
line of this canal .a rail-road has been built, while another upon its 
opposite side is in serious contemplation. Yet the public voice of 
that great State demands loudly, even now, the enlargement of the 
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Canal-which will certainly be done-at an estimated expense of 
nine millions of do!la, s, to permit of the carrying of the products of the 
"Great West," of which our own young State constitutes a part, to 
the commercial metropulis of the Union. 

Nay, further, notwithstanding the existence of the rail road refered 
to, running along the bank of the Canal, or at least connecting the 
same points, and another in the more southern part of the state, link
ing Lake Erie, at Dunkirk, with the Hudson opposite the City of New 
York-built at an expense of many millions of dollars, and now also 
in full operation--notwithstanding, we say, the existence of these two 
great parallel rail roads, the Hudson and Erie Canal is a source of 
large revenue to th e "Empire State." What the precise amount of 
that revenue is, the undersigned are unable now to state; bu~ some 
idea of its ex tent may be drawn from the facts that, a s we are credi
bly advised, it not only pays the annual expenses of the government 
of that great State, but contributes besides to the crc~tion of a sink
ing fund an a mount which is cakulate<l to be sufficient to the ulti
mate liquidation of the entire State debt. So reliable a security is 
the revenue from the work refered to regar<led by ca pitalists, that 
when, within a year past, the nine million loan above spoken of was 
actually auth orised to be made, and its redemption b ased upon that 
revenue, by an Act of the Legislature of N ew York--since declared 
by her courts to bP- in violation of her Constitution, and hence treat
ed as a nnllity--the whole amount of that g reat loan was taken by 
those capitalists, at rates varying, in the aggregate, little if any from 
par. 

But again, allusion has been made, in a preceding p art of this Re
port, to a proposition submitted only last spring, to th e L egislature of 
Pennsylvania---New York's great and worthy rival for the ti:ade of 
the West---by a number of her prominent citizens, to lease her pub
lic works for a te rm of ten years, at an annual rent of the large a
mount of a milion of dollars! Now, these public works of Pennsyl
vania con:;ist almost wholly of canals, and some of the men who 
made the proposition referred to have been much in charge of those 
works---and know their value. Bnt the Legi:;Jature of Pennsylvania 
knew it ats·o, it would seem; and declined the offer. Along, or par
allel with, some of the most important of these Canals of Pennsylva
nia to_o, run rail-roads, like those of New York along hers. Need 
any thing more be said, then, to show that Canals and water trans-



28 

portation, for heavy articles espec-ially, are not "out of date, and behind 
the spirit of the age," as we fr equently hear inconsiderately remarked; 
nor likely to become so? 

But we shall be told perhaps---indeed . the remark is one often 
heard---tha t alth ough Canals may pay well, Rivers improved by 
Locks and Da ms do not; and that the la tter have proven a failure. 
That instances of suc h fa ilures have occ urred may be trnc ; but is it 
not also tru e with regard to canals; nay even r a il- roads th emselves, 
some of which , from peculiar c ircumstances, ha ve turn ed out not the 
most prod uct ive inves tments? U nquestionab ly such is the fact; and 
were it nec essary to c~tablish it, casP.s would no t be found wanting 
to do so. , v ha t river, however , improve d as we p ropose do in g with 
the Des Moin es, can be justly compared with it, as reganls either its 
admirabl e ad ap tation to that ki nd of im pro vment; in conseqi.1ence of 
the combination it presents of rock bottom with fi rm ban ks , a nd the 
comparatively ~light rises to which it is subj ect-or the a lmost bound 
less capac ity of the fer til e valley th rough which i t r un s, fo r ag ricultu
ra l production, to say nothing of the great coal bed which rinderlays 
it, from one extremity to the other? No t one, in a ll this Union! The 
ri vers of Kentucky, besidc-~s being suqjcct, as has been a lready shewn, 
to a rise of 50 fee t and upwards , pass, as is well known, through a 
country generally so far inferior to the De.,, Moines va lley as scarcely 
to deserve a comparison with it; and the same may be said wi th equal 
truth as regards the Musi ingum in Ohio, and the Monongahala in 
Pennsylvan ia, both of which a re bordered, to no inconsicle rable ex
tent, either by mountains or wh a t ,rould be rega1;ded here as barren 
hills, unfit for cultivation, with narrow valleys inter5per::;ed, affording 
a small portion of soi l suitab le for t illage, as compared with ninety
nine a cres ou t of an hundred, th roughout a ll Iowa . It is believeci to be 
safe to say, t hat the count17 within any given di sta nce, from fi ve to 
twe nty-11. ve mi les, on e ither side of t he Des Moines, i::; capable of 
double the agricG ltural produc tion a t least, to speak within moderate 
hounds, th a t the valleys of either of those ri vers a re , within a like 
distance . Yet have the Imp rovements on the Mu ski ngum and the 
Monongahala begun to pay qui te well , a s we learn by offi ~ ial reports 
before us . Thus, the nett revenue from the Muskin gum w·ork , for the 
year 1851, as appears fro m the R eport of the Boa rd of Public Works 
of Ohio, was, $ 85,056 .45 . The Monongahala Improvement was com
pleted in N ov ember, 1844, after passing through a series of di1:Jaster.s 
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far more discouraging than any that hav0 yet overtaken our own, a11 
its history, embod ied in the reports of its offiee rs , and now lying before 
us, abundantly <lemonstrntes. Its receipts from toll s for the fil'st year, 
(1845) were $28,57!J .70, si nce which time th ey have gone on increas
ing gradually, but ,iur~ly, until 1850, (the last report before us) when 
they reachecl the very handsome amount of $tL1;3 1S.3 l, being over 12½ 
per cent on $5 17,225.21, which was the e1{1:irc cost of the work.
vVhat the "nett income" has been for each separnte year, the r eport8 
<lo not ;::how; bu t for the year l 8J8 it is stated to have been $ 14,224, 
"after pay mrnt of expenses and repairs ," or nn a vcrage of $ 11 ,056 for 
each one of the four points where dams arc located. One of the chief 
articl es of transportation on th is work is ccu l, th e r eceipts for toll on 
which, for the year 18 50, were. $ 17,023 .57, out of' a tota l of i M,3 13.81 , 
as aborn ;::tatcd; and yet this im porta nt article is canicd or er its entire 
length, at the almost n0mi nal rate of 21- milL per bushel, being" lesd 
than 7 cents per ton," er ~ 2.4.G½ per thousaul linlllh ! 

UNINTERUPTED NAVIGATION OF THE MONONGAH_'-\.LA. 
RlYER. 

\Ve learn furthe r , from the R eports fot thi s 11·ork, that <luring fo ur 
years out of the six si nce its co mpletion , narigati.on was not suspend
ed on it a si ngle <l ay between Pi tt:3bu rgh and lfro1rns villc, even when 
the river was ice hound above the point last named! Says the Pre
sident of the Co:11pany, Genl. J. K . . Moorhea:1, ·n hi3 Repot·t of' Jan
uary 1, 184!): "The Stockholder,; will no doubt be gratified to learn, 
"as th e Board are to inform them, that, as in forme r years , no inter
" ruption has occuned in the navigation fot· a single day, from any 
" of those camies to 1rhich this imp rovement was supposed to be so 
"pcculiarl,; exposed; h g h and low u:ater have proved a,,'ike harmless; 
"while the favorite idea of a long obstruction from the formation of 
•' ice upon its deep and quiet pools has been exploded by the fact 
"that, for the last three winters , the boats employed in the trade have 
"been making their daily trips to Brownsville, wbi le the river ~as 
'·locked up by ice beyond tha t point;" and again, · his Report ot 

·January G, ·185 1, he says : "It is gratifying to be able to state, that 
<luring the year 1850, the Navigation was not suspended a single day, 
"by ice or any other obstrnc!ion." 

Much more intercst:ng matter might still be gleaned from the Re-
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ports before us, in relation to the works of other states, and a good 
deal remains to be said with reference to our own ; but the great 
length which this Report has already attained admonish es us to bring 
it to a close. Sufficient, it is hoped, has been shew n to demonstrate 
the points we have sought to establish ; to wit, first : the entire prac
tica.bility, and pel'fect ease of constructing such a work as the Des 
Moines River lmpl'o vement, provided the money is had with which 
to tlo it; eecond : its certain durability, aftn completion, if it be prop
edy a nd substantially constructed; and third: its undoubted -utiltty, 
notwithstand ing the idle prej udic es existin g, to some extent, a gainst 
work::1 of that character, by those who have evidently given the tiu b
j ect little or no attention. 

CAN :\ND SHALL FUNDS BE RAIS GD TO CARRY THE WORK 
FORWARD TO A COMPLETlON? 

It only remains to enquire whether means can, an _~ should be ra iti 
cd, fo r the continued prosecution of t.he work , be)ond a reli a nce upon 
the proceeds of sa les of lands embraced in the grant; fo r, it is now a 
clcai-ly a ;acertain ed fact, about which a doubt ca n no longe ,· exist, tlrnt 
with the large debt hanging ove r the work--whic h sl1oul<l and must 
be paid--and the ::; ]ow sale;; of the lands, it is folly to expect to carry 
the Des Moines Improveme nt to a completion in many a long year
if ever ! The most that can be done, under the preEe nt state of thing" , 
j3 to le t cont racts entirely on credit, at a grea t additional co:;i t , as well 
as a loss of that vigo r and efficiency which a ,·ystern of cash paymcnt:i 
brings with it. It is hardly too much to say tha t the work ca n never 
be completed, unless some step be taken , by L egi;, la tivc en actment, t o 
infuse new life into it; and, to permit it to droop and die , now th at 
a certain foundation is l~id---on which to place it, and carry it through , 
wou ld be, a s it seems to the undersigned, a proceeding a lmost as fa
tal to the credit and honor of the State, as i t surely would be to the 
interests of her citizens. It is hoped tha t not one of the l-atter could 
witness with feeli ngs of indifference, or any other than those of mor
t ified pride, as an Iowan, the occurrence of such a disaster ! 

vVere matters now as th ey stood when the work was commenced, 
,v ith the gr•mt below the Raccoon Fork intac~, and no money expen 
ded, or debt created, a system might, it is thought, be adopted that 
woultl lead to its completion in ten or a dozen years, to wit : by com 
weucing at St. Francisvilfe, and proceeding to build, up stream, some-
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two or three Locks and Darns a year---leaving the Canal below St . 
Francisville until the work was well advanced toward c ompletion, and 
should become a source of revenue, a s i t doub tless would ; when it io1 
believed that it might ha ve b een huil t with lit tl e or no <l ilficult.y. vVith
out that Canal, however, the Jmpro ve ment c a n never b e regarded as 
compl eted. Unde r the a doption , from the ou tset, of some such plan 
as this , the whole work mig ht p ro ba bly, we say , ha ve been built in a 
dozen years- --or fi fteen a t furth es t. "\•Vha t has been done, ho wever , 
cannot be reca lled, and we must now look m atter3 p iain ly in th e face 
--- and meet the m as t hey ex ist ! 

In the earl ier pa ges of tbis R eport , where an accoun t .vas g iven of 
the visit of the Cum m·ss ioner to the E art, lar: t ,:pring. and summer; 
and his n ego ti<tt ion::i with capitalists in N ,w Yo rk refe rred to , the 
g round was fin a !l.y ta ken hy t he' latter, as the ir lette rs show, that noth
ing short of the c re<l it of the State of low a, or·--- to use the 1:.:rn gu agH 
of one of them---the creation of "a direct and constiluiionu! debt ," on 
th e pa rt of the State, woul t.l be suftlc ient to en,mrc the r a ising of fu ndo 
wi th which to ca1Ty fo rn·a rd our wol'k ; a nd the same idea O<Jcu rs in a 
Jette r to the commissioner fro m Mr. Forrer of' Ohio . N ow if the peo
ple of Io wa were willing , and re a dy, to sanc tion the c reation of ,m c h a 
<l ebt , re::;e rving the lands fo r its nit" ma te payment, ther e is of course 
n o do ubt that money coulJ be saved. by it, in the aggregate c o:;t of 
the work ; bec a use t .1e Bond,, of th e " tate , bearing an in te rest o f Bix 
p er c ent , wou ld unques tionably fi nd a ready sale, in t be ]).resent con
dition of the rnor1e tary a ffa irs of the countr_·, and proba bly a t qnite a 
han dsom e premium. T he State of M issouri so ld he!' bonds ia N e1v 
York, last snt 1mcr, a t 105, antl some of them as high a s 109. The 
diffe rence bet ween such a sa le , and on e a t a considerable diecount , 
without the 8tate credit, would a mou nt of course, in th e aggreg a te, 
to a very la rge sum . Prohahly, however, it would no t do to a ntic i
pate the r eceip t of r ery much 0f a premium on the saie of our bonds, 
as a change m ay occ ur in the money m arke t to-preve nt their being 
sold for m ore than pa r. I t is still hope<l too, t hat a r esort to the cx
ped ient suggested may not become necessal'y , even should it meet 
with t'.-. e ready concurre nce of the people of th e S tate ; a nd that the 
sound, non-debt-creati ng policy of lowa---except in case ol an im
portant emergency, c a lling imperativ ely for a deviation from it--• 
which has hitherto prevailed, may thus continue to be adhered to . 
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' 
NEGOTIATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE OF COMMISSION-

ER WITH MESSRS. PAGE & BACON-THElR PROPOSI 
TION. 

,vhile on his way to the East, in March, the Commiss ioncl', in pas
si11g thrnugh St. Louis, sought an interview with Messrn. l)age & Ba
con, Bankers of that city, through whose agency, it is understood, her 
loan s, and those, of rec ent date, for the State of .Mi~somi, have been 
negotiated. They were not then inclin ed to take hold of om· work. 
Some tim e in October, on again visitin g St. L ou is, the Commis~ioner 
obtain ed another intervi ew with that firm, wh en a confid ent upinion 
was expressed by t\l ern that, with the requisite pmrnr for the Com
mi;;sion er to a ct in the matt<:r, to be obtained fro :11 the L eg islature 
of Iowa., all the money neces:3ary to complt~te ou1· work could be read
ily prncured from th em, or thrnugh thei r agency, prnvid ed the details 
of tli c transaction could be agreed upon . Out or this la;;t mentioned 
interview grew a correspondence between the Commiss ioner and 
Messrs . Pnge & Dacon, a copy of 1d1ich is h erewi th fmbmi tted, 
m:;i.rked (E) On rec eiving th eir lette r of tlrn 13th of th e p resent 
month, (which did not cnme to haml until th e 18Lli) cx pre,ssing a 
wi3h to be put in possession of more foll and minute i nformation , in 
regar<l to the probab le co;,t of om workj how long it 1,·ould take to 
compl ete it; a nJ what th e reven nc derivcablc fro :·n the same would 
be likely to be; the Commissioner was so much engaged, in the pre
paration of this report, and other matters connected with his oflicial 
duties, that it was found to be wholly out of his power to vi:3it St. 
Louis in pcr:3011, at that ti me . He immediately , however, instruc ted 
the Chief Engineer upon the work, Guy vVells, E sq.--- whosc connex
ion and in timate acquaintance with all it:3 details, si nce its very com
menc<'ment, fitt ed him well for the ta;;k---to proceed at once to St. 
Louis, and lay before l\Iessrs . Page & Bacon, ve rbally, a full state
ment of the history of the work, and its future prospects , so far as lay 
in his power. This he did, and returned home on the 26th inst., bring
ing with him the letter of Messrs. Page & Bacon of the 23d, address 
ed to the Commissioner, wherein they make a d i;:tinct propositio~ to 
furnish the fonds necessary to complete the Des Moines river improve
ment within fi ve years from the first of January next, provided the 
amou nt so required shall not exceed one million three lrnnd red thou
sand dollars, inclusive of the p resent deb t, with interest, and any other 



33 

'liabilities of the work---which ilil named by them at an aggregate sum 
of: one hundred and twe11ty thousand dollars; or, in other words,leav
ing, beyond the present assumed indebtedness and liabilities of the 
work, one milliol'I Gne hundred and eighty thowsand dollars, to be ap
plied to its further prosecution and completion. 

This proposition of :Messrs. Page & Bacon is based upon the re
quirement, from them, of the State to convey to them, in fee si.mple, 
all the unsold lands embraced in the Des MoiBes graBt; and further, 
that they shall have the exclusive use and control (should they so de
si re) of the Improvement, with its profits from tolls and water rents-- 
€xcept rights and privileges, with reference to the la tter, a lready 
granted to others, the holders of which shall make payment to them 
---for the term of 25 years from the completion of the work---say 30 
years from the first of January next. These are the great , leading 
features of the proposition of Messrs. Page & Bacon. Them are 
numerous other provi,,ions , and details, embraced in thirteen separate 
a rtiales, some of which at least, would, it is thought, require est.enfotl 
modification before they could he assented to by the state---that, for 
instance, giving to them the privilege of making contracttl for the 
wor1.;: to be clone on the improvement, which, as it now reads in the.ir 
proposition, could be construed into permitting them to fix the prices, 
as well as to designate the contractors---and some other item:,, hardly 
less objectionable. It is supposed, however, that such was not the 
construction designed to be put upon the second article of their pro
position---which was hastily prepared, and copied, for Mr. "\¥ ells to 
bring home with him; and the hope is entertained that a further per
sonal conference upon the subj ect, wi th Messre . Page & Bacon, if the 
agents of the state were clothed with the requisite power to act in the 
matter, could be broug ht to result in a contract that would be ac<?•ep t
able to the state. 

GREAT IMPORTANCE OF TI-IE '\VORK-SHALL IT BE COM
PLETED, OR ABANDONED? 

At m1y rate, after the repeated and persevering efforts, unsuccoss
folly made to earry the ,rnrk forward to a completion, by other means, 
and through other channels, this would seem now to be the only one 
left open to secure its acoomplishment, short of a loan from the state 
of her eredit to the work; :e\nd, in the po1nible event of a failure to 

Dh'S MOINES REPORT.-5 
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consummate a s~tisfactory arrangement, under th'is proposition ot 
Messrs. Page & Bacon, it will be for the Representatives of the peoplf', 
f:resh from their respectiv,e c.onstituencies, to decide whether or not 
prnvision should be made, in advance, for obtajning frorn the people 
of Iowa, if they are willing to give it, the credit of the state, or her 
endorsement of the work,-rather than that it should be permitted to 
prove an entire failure . 

She has now, beyond dispute, a million of acres of land applicable 
10 the great obj ect mentioned , which, if held in reserrn, a nd sold at 
their actual value, would proba bly, in the end , pay for the Improve
mant twice over; besides work already done upon it to the amount 
of $ 300,000 ; and to suffer it now, in this condition of things---with a 
solid and perfectly relia ble foundation on whic l1 to rest, and so much 
progress made in its construction---to go down to ruin and decay , 
would be impolitic, and unwise in the las t degree ; nay, a. p ermanent 
discredit to the State ! So at least it seems to the und ersigned, with 
the views entertained by them in regard to the high importance of the 
work. The Des Moines R iver Improvement is the only public work 
the young Sta te of Iowa has yet undertaken. It will be, if carried to 
a complcl'ion, bee g rea t work, as long as she r emains a member of our 
glori ous Union, or time itself las ts. Rail roads may be built, and 
will be built, rapidly when once commenced---which will e ere long ; 
a nd by the sc0re in after years---probably within this Hlth cen tury; pos
sibly before the half of wha t r emains of it shall have pas ed away ! 
iind, when so built, they will be productive of noble benefi ts to the 
people, and aclvance, with giant strides, the wealth an<l power of the 
State . Yet, build as many Rail roads as we may, the Des Moines 
River l 1TJ.provement, oncejinis!tcd, from the mouth of the river to Fort 
Des Moines, will , we repeat, r emain forC\·er owa's GREAT vV ORK, occu
pying the position which the great Hudson and Erie Canal does to 
New York, and the Baltimore and Ohio Rail road to l\Iaryland.
Passing c.liagonal y through the State,fully .(our hundred miles , and b_y 
its centre, where her future CAPITOL will be reared, an<l her great~ 
est inland Town grnw up aroun c.l it, upon the bosom of the beautifui 
Des Moines, when once permanently improvec.l for uninterrupted nav, 
i~ation, as is contemplated, ,-vill float, to the "Great Father of Wa
ters," much the largest portion of the proc.lucts of her entire valley--
nay, probably, of the entire State itself, of which that valley is the 
great be11.rt .and c.enter; while upon her banks will spring rapidly in-
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to existence numerous t.1-iri~·ing manufacturing towns, finding , in the 
vast water po wer created by the workii!, perpetual fdod upon whick to 
found a growth as substantial, and durable, as it will be gratifying 
and surprising ! 

REPORT OF E NGINEE R, AND ACCOUNTS OF REGISTER 
AND COMMISSIONER. 

Th e a nnual R eport of the Chief Engineer, Guy W ells Esqr., which 
~ herewith submitted (ma rked F) embraces an account of the work 
done on the Improvement dur iJlg the last year, with valuable sugges
tions in regard to several points connected with it. The undersig ned 
find pleasure in reiterating the expression of their approbation of the 
fa ithful a nd zealous mannc t· in which Mr. Welli!, as well as hi ii a ssi-s•
ta n t M. M. Hayde_n E.sq·r. have discharged the duties of their respec
tive statior.i s, and the wal'm iHterest co nstantly manifes ted by them in 
the success of the wol'k . T he same testimony is cheerfully borne a l
so with reference to Mr. J. D. I(nigli t, whose services, as superinten
dent of masonry, a nd in the disch-:tl'ge of every duty to which he has 
been assigne<l , have been at all limes p romp tly and faithfully render
ed. Now that the river is again ope 1 fo r navigation , the services of 
Mr. Knight are whol ly cl i;:pcnse d with, and the salary of the Chief 
Engin eer reduced to tile rate of six hundred dollars per annum. T l1G 
accounts of the 0ommis~ion r a nd Register a lso accompany this Re
port, respectively ma ·keel G, and II, 

, ll of wliieh is respectfully submitted. 
V . l'. VAN ANTWERP, Commissioner. 
G EORGE G LLASPY, Register. 



DOOUMEN·Ts Al100MPANY~NG THE REPORt 

[A.] 

OFFICE OF THE DEs Morn~~-;; R1vrn htPRO"MI,NT ,/ 

Olltanwa, Iowa, February 18, 1852. \ 
At a meeting, this day held , of the Commissioner and Register of 

said Improvement, the following Resolution and Order were adopted 
Whereas; l\~essrs. Bangs, Brothers & Co. , Contractors on the Des 

Moines River Irnprovment, have failed to comply with the terms of 
the contract entered into by t11em with the Commissioner and Regis• 
ter of said Im prov men t, on the 9th day of August A. D . l 851; in tbi s: 
that they, said Bangs, Brothers & Co., have not furnished the money 
required to pay for the work done, and the materials necessary to be 
used, on the three jobs at ◊l'Oton , Bonaparte and Bentonsport, ac
cording to the terms of said contract; in consequence of which fail
ure, on their part, the works at those point,;; are not yet in a condition 
to admit ot the passage of Steam Boats---nor made the provisions in
dispensibly necessary for carrying forward the works at other p oints, 
in compliance with the terms of said contract, as provided more par
t:ic ularly in the ninth Section thereof; and whereas the interests o.f 
said Improvemrrnt, as well as those of the public, are suffering grea -
ly in consequence thereof; Jincl u:hercas, by such failure , said Bangs. 
Brothers & Co., have forfui ted said contract, on their part ; am 
whereas it is ab solutely necessary that money be procured, with the 
leas t possible delay, for the purposes above mentioned , and most e
specially to pay for the work do11e , and yet to be done , on the three 
jobs at Croton, Bonaparte a nd Bentonsport, to put them in a condi
tion to pass Steam Boats up and down the Rive r, T /ie1·eforc : 

Resolved ; That the subjoined order for the opening of this offrce, 
on the first day of March nht, for the sale of lands at private entry, 
and for a Public Sale, to be held at Fort Des Moines, and to com
mence on the 25th day of March next, be, and the same is hereby 
adopted . 

V . P . VA~ ANTHWERP, Commissioner. 
GEORGE GI LLASPY, Register. 
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DES MOINES RIVER LAND SALES. 

OFFICE QF DEs MorNES R1vER IMPROVEMENT,( 
Ottui.iwa, Iowa , F ebruary 18, 1852 . I 

N OTICE is hereby given that a Public Sale oi lands embraced in 
.ho Grant made by the act of Congress of August 8th, 1846, to aid in 

t he improvement of the D es J'W.oines R iver , will be held a,t Fort D es 
1Uoincs, on Thursday the 25 th of March, 1852, wheH and where all of 
said lands contained in th e following described T ownships , an d 
Ranges , will_ be offered for sale, to-wit : Township 80 North , in R11nge 
2!l; \Vest; Townships 78, 7!), 80, 8 1, 82, and 83 North, in Range 25 
\Vest; Townships 80 and 81 North, i·n R an ge 24 vVes t/ fown ships 80, 
8 1, 82, and 83 North, in R ange 26 West; Also, all that portion of 
Township 78 North,. in R ange 24 W est, a nd Township 79 North , in 
Ranges 22, 23, and 24 vV est, that has not heretofore been offered a t 
Public Sale . The above described Lands wi ll not be sold at a less 
p rice than $ 1,25 per acre. The sale above ment ioned will continue 
for one week, or un til all the Townships named sha ll have beeB of
fonid. And further notice is hereby given , that on M,mday the first 
day of 111.arch next, this office will be open, at Otlumwa, fo r the entry, 
:it private sale, and a t a price not less than $ 1,25 per a c•re , of all 
lands in said above discribed grant whi r.h h ave heretofore been offe r
ed at publ ic sale, and still remain unsold; and th a t it will be kept 

pen for that purpose until Saturday the 20th day of March, 1852. 
The Townships above described will be offered in the following or

de r, t0-wit: On Thursday, March 25th, Town ship 78, Range 24 , and 
T own ~hip 79 , in Ranges 22, 23 , and 24; On Friday, March 26th, 
T ownship 80, Range 23, and Townships SO a nd 8 1, in Range 24; On 
Saturda,y, March 27th, Townships 78, 79, 80, in Range 25; On Mon
day, March 29th, Townships 8 1, 82, and 83 in Range 25 ; On Tues
day , March 30th, Townships 80 and 81 in Range 26; On W ednes.
cl ay , March 3 1st, T ownships 82 and 83, in R ange 26. 

GEORGE GILLASPY, Regi13ter. 
V . P . VAN ANTWERP, Commissioner. 
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LB, and c.J 

. LETTER FROM COMMISSIONER T'O BANKERS 1N N. YORK 

NEw YoR1t,,Ma,y 24, 1852. 
filessrs. Duncan, Sherman q· Co., Bankers, N . Y. 
In the course of the several interviews I have hacl with you, since 

my arrival here in April, with reference to· a sale of the ''Des Moines 
River Improvment" Certificates of Indebtedness, or ,.,. Construction 
Stock," I have ntated that, to secure thg payment of' such certificates r 
the lands granted by Congress, for said Improvmenf, ;:ind still remaiw 
ing unsold-amounting to over a million of acres-might be pledged, 
together with the profits t0 accrue from the works wh en constructed , 
to wit: the water rents and tolls , fat"" such number of years as might be 
agreed upon; and ] have, besides pfacing in your hands, for exami
nation. all the Reports, a nd other documents in my possession, hav
ing any refe rence to the matter, explained to you, as fully as I w-as 
able to d0, the progress and condition of the work, with the future 
prospects in regard to it. 

Having given the su~ject your careful attention, you have stated 
to me verbally, as the result of your deliberations upon it, the diffi
culties that present themselves in the way of such a Joan, and the 
present -impossibility, as you belt eve, of effecting it. 

Will you p.lease, gentlem en, to give me a statement of those rea
sons in writing, and to furnish me , furthermore, with an expression of 
your views as to the course best and necessary to be pursued, in orde; 
to raise funds for the vigorous and speedy prosecution of the work re
ferred to. 

Y Oli have repeatedly suggested the pledging of the faith of the 
State to redeem the Bonds. Could funds be raised, probably, for thE 
vigorous and speedy prosecution of the work, upon favorable terms 
with the lands, or their proceeds, set apart to create a sinking fund 
backed by the pledge of the faith of the State of Iowa, as you sug
gest, to secure the payment of the debt? 
The " Certificates," or" Construction Stock," now proposed to be is 
1med, were to bear an interest of eight per centum per annum. 

Would, or would not, a six per cent stock, of the ehar ac ter su~ 
gested, probably find a ready sale, upon favorable terms? 
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Ey replying to this commuFlication, at your earliest convenience, 
you will oblige 

Yours, Very Respectfully, 
V. P. VAN ANTWERP, Com'r , &c . 

ANSWERS. 

From 1lfessrs. D uncan, Sherman q· Co. 

OFFICE OF' MESSRS. D uNCAN, SHERMAN & CoMPANY ,/ 

, B ANKERS, New York, May 27, 1852. I 
Genl . V. P. Van Antwerp , Com'r P ublic Works of Iowa: 

DEAR Sm: In reply to your note of the 24th in st, we beg to ob
serve that, in the various personal mtervigws we have had the pleas
urg to have with you, relative to a sale of the "Des Moines River Im
provement Certificates of Indebtedness," or "Construction Sto~k ," we 
haye expressed to you our opin ion of the impossibility of negotiating 
a security of that character, carrying with it, as it does, no promise 
of p ayment, or pledge of fa ith, on the part of the State, of the nature 
of a debt, but a simple obligation on its part, as Trustee, to apply the 
proceeds of the lands, dedicated to that object, and the revenues th.it 
may be derived from the proposed works . Such a basis of security, 
we feel sure, will not command enough of confidence to indu'ce capi
taliilts to invest in it; and we are unable to say to you th at we see 
any pro;spect in the future, su ch as to afford the least encouragement 
that securities of this charac ter may be hereafter negotiated. 

T he inducement of an extravagant rate of interest, s uch a s the cer
tificates refered to present, wi ll not as we think, be strong enough to 
overcome the doubt which will exist as to their sufficiency, and the 
wan t of confidencP in their being adequate to the prompt payment of 
;•nterest, and reimbursement of principal, at maturity. 

In view of such an appropriation of the public lands as is suggest
ed by the "Homestead Bill," now pending before Congress, you can 
Hot fai l to perceive that the chief b asis on which your certificates will 
rest may, b-e rendered very insufficient, and possibly almost valueless . 

In view of these facts, the only suggestion ·we are en abled to make , 
in answer to your request, is to recommend such a ction on the part 
of the people and Legislature of your State (if it is their desi re to 
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borrow money for the improvements referred to) as will create a di
rect and Conslilutional debt, ma.king such provision, if you please, as 
will set apart the land donated by the government, for the creation o.f 
a sinking fund, and pledging the faith of the State of Iowa for the 
prompt payment of interest and principal. 

Such a debt, legitimately created, we have little doubt, couM be 
advantageously negotiated , through proper channels, at a rate of in
terest not exceeding 6 per cent. 

We ar·e, Respectfully, 
Your obedient servants. 

DUNCAN, SHERMAN & CO . 

From Simeon Draper . 

N&w YoRK, May 25, 1852. 

Genl. V. P. Van Antwerp: 
DEAR Sm : Your favor of yesterday is receiv

ed. In reply, I beg to say, that I have been zealous in my efforts to 
negotiate the securities you refer to , but find it quite out of the quos
tion to do so, in their present shape. 

I have endeavored to impress upon capitalists the perfect securi ty 
of the Bonds, and urged the high character of the parties officially 
connected with the Trust, but have, notwithsta nding, oeen unable to 
place them. 

I know of no other way which will make your negotiation take 
the position of a first class security, except by engaging the faith oe 
your State, by a pledge of the lands already ceded by the United 
States Government. If this can be obtained, and Bonds be issued, 
with some 20 years to run, bearing an interest of 7 per cent, with 
coupous payable semi-annually, in thi s city, I am sure the high cha r
acter of the security will enable you to ubtain the money at once, at 
rates as favorable as most of the other States. Perhaps 6 per cent 
would be as well as seven, but my views are rather favorable to an 
interest which is general with us during a series of years. 

I am, with great respect 
Your obedient servant, 

S. DRAPER. 
DES MOINES REPORT.-6 
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Fmm James G. King <S· SO'H.s·. 

NEw YORK, 27, May 1852'. 
V. P. Van Antwerp, Esq., Commissioner of Public Works ef Iowa: 

DEAR Sm-We beg to state, in answer· to your favor of the 25th: 
inst., asking us to give you, in writing, the reasons which we have 
stated verbally for our opinion that the "Gonstruction Stock" could, 
not, under present circumstances, be negotiated in our market; that 
the chief objection to such a security arises from the want of a gene
ral knowledge in regard to the value, and probability of sale of the· 
lands, or of the amount of tolls from the slack water navigation pro
posed to be created, in a region so far distant, and so little known, to, 

our money lenders; th ese considerations being of paramount import
ance, before any negotiation of such a character could be success
fully undertaken. 

It is not easy for us to state what should be "the course best and1 

necessary to be pursued, in order to raise funds for the vigorous and
speedy prosecution of the work refered to"-but, to the quest.ion,, 
whether this could be done, probably, upon favorable terms, wi-th the 
lands, or their proceeds, set apart to create a sinking fund, backed by 
the pledge of the crerlit of the State of Iowa to secure the paymen~ 
of the debt; we should now readi ly give an affirmative answer-espe
eially if the law creating such a loan should authorize the Commis
sioner of Public Works, or other proper officer, to levy, without fur
ther legislation, as the necessity arose, a state tax, to be applied to, 
the punctual payment of the interest, and to the establishment of a 
sinking fund for the redemption of th e principal , in case the tolls and 
revenues, from the Improvement to be made, and the proceeds of the 
lands pledged, should prove insufficient for the annual amount need
ful for those purposes . 

This course was adopted by the State of Ohio, when putting forth 
h.er first loans, for Public Improvements; and to that provision may be 
aE1cribed the facility of borr0wing, and the high credit which have been 
enjoyed by that state. 

Whether a 6 per cent stock, of this character, would command a 
ready negotiation, when it shall hereafter be proposed, must depend 
upon the general valuP. of money, in th~s country and abroad-whieh 
can not be foretold nov, . 
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We shall be glad if these suggestions prove· of service to you; and' 
we now remain, 

Dear Sir, Respectfutly yours, 
JAMES G. KING & SONS. 

LETTERS FROM MESSRS. STURGES AND FORRER, OF OHIO . 

PRINCETON, Indiana, June 8, 1852 . . 
Dear Sir: '\i\Then I parted with yon at Zanesvil'le, in March last, I 

promised to write you about the first of May, if I found that I could 
visit you in that month. I have delayed , that I might see my way 
cl-ear before this time. The weather has been so unfavOTable to our 
progresll hP-re that it will require the great€'st exertions of Mr. Hosmer 
and myself both, to complete our work by the close of our time (1st . 
November.) I can not, therefore, promise myself the visit for some 
time to come. 

Did you. find a contractor East? and is your work likely to progress , 
either under your former, or a new arrangement? 

Please write me either here or at Dayton, Ohio. I shall be hen~ 
until 1st. July. Yours truly, 

SAML. FURRER. 
GEN. V El( PLANCK VAN ANTWERP, Keokuk. 

SouTH BEND, Indiana, July 5, 1852. 
My Dear Sir: I am on my way to Fond du Lac, on some business·r 

and can not now visit you, as I had hoped I should be able to do about 
this time. My friend T. Dowling, of Terre Haute, with whom I have 
had some conversation, about your Iowa public improvements, thinks 
he would be glad to accompany me to your place about the 1st df 
October, and thence to Fort Des Moines, and the "sources" of the 
River 'Will that period be •a favorable season of the year for such a 
tour? If not, what time will be best? 

If Congress gives ,your sta te lands-her proportion , as proposed
can she do better with them than to make such liberal grant, to a com
pany of men strong enough to constmct a rail road from the "Fort" 
to the "source of the River?" If such a project could be carried out 
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I should be glad to be interested, and have little doubt the men and 
money can be found, if the land, in sufficient quantity, can be had.- · 
\Vhen does your Legislature meet, and what do you thir:k of this 
matter? Of course tJ;1is would be connected with a contract to take 
your present "river improvement lands," and finish that work first.- · 
I should be glad to find a letter from you at Zanesville, OR my return 
there about the 1.§th instant. Yours truly, 

SOLOMON STURGES. 
GEN. VER PLANCK VAN ANTWERP, Keokuk, Iowa. 

PRrNCETON, lNnA. Sept. 13, 1852. 
]l,fr DEAR Sm : I have yours of August 30, via Dayton. Mr. Stur

ges left me on the 8th inst. He came here more than half inclined 
to visit your country now, but, finding that it would be fatal to our 
prospects of finishing here in time, if I should leave, a nd desiring 
that we should, together, not only see your country, but your work al
so, he concluded to postpone his contemplated visit for the present. 
In July and August oµr work suffered severely fom1 Cholera. 100 
men died out of 800. Until then we had the work completely un
der our control, and could have finished within the time required 
by our agreement, with so much ease that I could have spared a month 
to visit you. Now it will requ ire extraordinary exerertions, and my 
constant attention, to enable us to finish by the middle Gf November 
-ha lf a month over our time. vV e have, however, a promise from 
William J. Ball, E sqt·. with whom, I believe, you are acquain ted, to 
go to Keokuk some time in October. As soon as we can fix a time 
certain, I will advise you. In the meantime, allow me to suggest that 
you look forward to an early provision, by your Legislature, for au
thority to issue bonds, with a pledge of the faith of the State for some
thing like the amount you think would be required to complete your 
Improvement. This would ensure tli.e early completion of" the work, at a 
(air rate of cost. 

I think Mr. Sturges will write you from ZanesviHe. 
P. S. I shall be glad to hear/ 
from you here, or at home j Yours Truly, 

:5AMUEL FO~RER. 
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ZANESVILLE, Omo, Sept. 14, 185~. 
DEAR SiR: On returning home from the W aJ:,nsh and Erie Canal, 

two days ago, I found your letter o{ August 30th. We have suffered 
dreadfully by Cholera on our Canal job-have lost I 00 m en, out of a 
force of 800. We hope still to finish in November , if the weat~er 
prove favorable for work. I left Mr. Forrer on the line, where he will 
remain until the job is finished-or until the finishishing, this fall , is 
hopeless . vVe came to the conclusion that it would be so late bcj"tlre 
he could leave that a visit to your State this fall would probably be im
possible. vVe will endeavor to make it as soon as soon as the weather 
shall be suitable in the spring. 

On looking over a map of your sta te, and with the Des foines Im 
provement in view, I h ave thou ght it would be desirable to have a rail 
road from the "FOl't" northerly to the so urces of t he Des Moines, 
(through the lands granted for the River Improvement) and from the 
"Fort" west, to some point on the Mis,,ouri-say Council Blufls, or 
near it. I think there will ultim ately be two or three roads from the 
"Fort" to <liflerent points on the Mississippi-perhaps one to Keokuk, 
Burlington , and Davenport each-the lat ter through Iowa City. 

Now, I think you should, the cornin g session of Con gress, ge t grants 
of la nds for these objects, as liberal as possible. If the inducements 
are of a favorble character, I believe my fri ends (who have ample 
means) would make the roads from the "Fort" west and north, and 
finish ihe River Improvement . 

Gen. V. P. VAN ANTWERP, I _ 
K eokuk _ 

Iowa. 

[D.J 

Very Truly 
Yours &c. , 
SOLOMON S T URGES. 

.Ag reement. 
~eorge C. Allender & Co . I 

vs. 
Ver Plank Van Antwerp, 
Commissioner of the Public 
'N orks of th.e State of Iowa. 

I 
>
I 
) 

Di'ltrict Court of Jefferson 
County at the October , 
T erm A. D. 1851. 

It rs agreed between George C. Allender & Co. of the first part, 
and Ver Plank Van Antwerp, Commiss ioner, and George Gillaspy, 
Regi:,,ter of the Des Moines River Improvement, of tho second part, 
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:as follows: That when this agreement is filed in the office of the 
Clerk of said Court, the above entitled cause shall be forthwith ~ock
eted by said Clerk, arid .become one of the suits in said Court; and 
the filing of this agreement, as aforesaid, shall constitute an appear
ance, by both parties, in said Court, without any other or further no
tice, or process. Said parties of the first part agree to file their Peti
tion, in said Court, by the 10th day of September next, and a lso serve 
a copy on said Van Antwerp, a t Keokuk, and said parties of the sec- . 
ond part agree to file thei r answer within fifteen days from the time 
such copy is se rved on said Van An twerp. 

Said petitton shall set forth all the claims of every <lescription , 
which said parties of the first part have, growing out of sai~ Des 
Moines River Improvent, and which might be set up and deman<led , 
in the above en titl ed cause. Said petition shall a l8o offer to convey 
to the State the north half of Lots one, (1.) two, (2.) three, (3 .) and 
fou r, (-1.) in Block two (2.); and north half of lot one, (1.) in Block 
three (3 .) i n the town of South Bentonsport , Van Buren county ; and 
the Court, or Court and Jury, or R eferres, as the case m ay be, shall 
have the right to decide that said parties of the fi rs t pa rt shall convey 
said lands to the sta te ; a nd shall also have the right to decide for 
wh a t con iderations, and upon what terms, such conveyance shall be 
rnade, not going beyond matters con:.: ected wi th said Des Moines 
R veT Improvement . 

The sa id parties of the secon d part shall fil e their a nswer , as 
aforesaid, containing such claims, demands, and a llegations, as they 
may deem proper and expedien t; and when said p etition and answer 
are filed, as aforesaid, the case shall proceed to j udgement l ike any 
other ease in sai d Court ; and a ll questions therein shall be fi nal 
ly adj udicc tcd in said Court, without the right of appeal in eithe r 
party . 

Each party shall have the right to plead and conduct the case by 
a ttorney . 

Da1ed Augus t 29, 1851. 
GEORGE C. ALLENDER & Co . . 
VER PLANCK VAN AN TWERP, Gom'r . 
GEORGE GILLASPY, Register. 
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In Distric t Co.lU';t of .J efferson 
County Iowa. 

The agreement of submission in tlrn abov,e case 'is herby so far 
changed as to authorise either p a l'ty, plaintiff or dtfendant, to take 
exceptions, and a,p_peal to the Supreme Court, as full y a nd perfectly 
as though no pro.hitory clause was contained in the orig in al agree
ment of submission , and so much of said orginal agreemen t as pro
hibits either party from appeal ing is he reby rescinded . 

M arc.l;i l 0th 185i. W right & Hall attorneys for 
George C. Allender & Co. 
Reeves & Miller for the 
Defendants. 

5NSTRUCTIONS OFTHECOURT ANDFINDING OFTHEJURY. 

George C. Allender & Co. 
vs. 

Board of Public ·works. 
The Jury ;v1 ll ascertain and report to the court: 
l . Are the Plaint iff:; entitled to damages ? Answer: Yes . 
2. Diel the location and creation of the state dam, by the Uoard of 

Publie \Vorks , damage the plaintiffs? Ansicer: Yes. 
3 . How much dam age fro m the losH of the use of wator power?--

Answer: Thirty six hundred dollars . 
4. How much wa · the value of labor and materials forni heel by 

plaintiffs, in repairing their dam. Answer: One hundred a nd fifty 
dollars . 

5. How much are the N . -} of Lots 1. 2. 3. and 4. in Block 2, and 
the N. J of Lot 1, in Block 3, in South Bentonsport, worth ? Answer: 
Four hundred dollars. 

6. What was the entire value of the plaintiffs mill property, inclu
din g ha lf the dam, at the time of th e commiss ion of the ac t com
plained of? Answer: T hir een thousand two hundred dollars . 

7. ·w ha t would it cost plaintiffs to take the water from the state 
dam to their mill, ,vhere it stood at the t ime of the stopping ? Answt'r: 
Twenty seven hundred and seven tlcll a.r3. 
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8. , v hat would it cost to bring all of plaintiffs mitls and machine• 
ry , saw mills . inclusive, up to the state da m ? .Ansuier: F c;mr thou• 
sand nine hundred dollars. 

D eoR EE, 

George C. Allender & Co . I 
vs . I 

V . P. Van Antwerp Com'r& >-
George Gillaspy, Registe r, \ 
D es Moines Hiver Imp't j 
This day this cause came on to be heard for fi nal judgme:it; and 

it appeari ng fro m the yerdic t of th e Jury in tnis case, that it would 
er st.the sum of twenty seven hundred and seven doll ars to carry the 
,rater power from the new clam, erected by the defendants, to the old 
mills of P laintiffi;, and it being admit ted that the saw mi ll of Plaintiffs 
could not be used in iti position at the time of the interruption of de-· 
f(rndants water poiv er ; and the sum of fo ur hundred dollars being 
agreed on by the parties as an amount for a tljusting that difficu lty , 
which was not included in the aforesaid sum of twenty seven hun dred 
and seven dollars; an<l the j ury having af.lsessed the value ofthe lots 
hereinafter mentio1rnd a t the snm of four hundred dollars ; a nd it also 
being agreed by the parties that pla intiffs were u sing, at the time 
above m entioned, a water powet·, a t the ordinary stage of th e river, 
suffic ien t to run six pair of Bur Stones of fou r feet a nd a half diame
ta.!'; It is ther~fo1·e, ordered, adjudr;ed, and decreed, by the Court, That 
the P laintiffs shall have of the water power to be fnrniseed by the new 
dam of the said Board of Publ ic Works, sufficie nt, at the ordin a1·y 
stage of the r iver, to run six pair of Burr Stones, of the diameter uf 
four feet and a half, for the period of thil'ty seven years from the ren· 
dition of this j udgment; and that the defendants execute a lease 
therefor , accord ingly; an d that they recover of the defenda n ts the 
sum of twenty seven hundred a nd seven dollars ; and also the fur ther 
sum of fo u r hundrncl dollars a, afore5aid , wi th in te riss t t !1ereon fro m 
th e day of the ren dition of the judgment, payable out of the Des 
Moines River Improvement fond ; and also the sum of four hundred 
dollars for the north half of L ots 1. 2. 3 . and 4 . in Block 2. and the 
north half of Lot 1. in Block 3. in South Bentonsport, with interes t 



in like manner ; and it" is further- ordered and decreed; that · the plain-•. 
tiffs shall convey to the defendants the lots aforesaid ;hy.deed of gene
ral warranty, reserving such use of them as is necessary .to-th'e use of 
the water power above decreed to them; And, by,consent of-parties, 
tl1is decree is in full of claims of plaintiffs against ;defendants up to 
the rendition of this dcree, and is a final settloment of the whole mat- . 
ter; and it i,: ordered that defendants pay the costs of this suit. .. 

[ E ] 

OFFICE or CoMMISSIONER OF THE DEs MOINES R1vER IMPROVEMENT) . 

K eokuk, Iowa, Nov . . 8, 1852. , , 

M essrs . Page <} B acon, Bankers, St. Louis, Mo.: · 

While in St. Louis, a few weeks . since, I . had some conversati@n 
with one of your firm in reference to a loan for the. Des Moines Rh·er 
Improvement. to be based upon .the lands granted :for that object by . 
an act of Congress, together with the profits of. the. work.; and you as
Jsured me that if. the power . already existed, by law, of placing the 
lands in the hands of trustees, or if ,such power could be procured, by 
an act of the Legislature of. Iowa, you had .no doubt the. money could 
be obtained for carrying .the work forward. . · 

Not having my official papers---laws, reports,&c.,-with me at that 
interview, and expecting.then that I should have visited your city again 
ere now, I did not procure. from you a statement of,the amount of the 
loan that.could, in your op_in-ion, be h-ad upon the. lands, &c., refered •: 
t~---nor . the terms oU: .which -it might be made._ 

T:he situation of my business is such, at present, that I find it wilL 
, be. imppssible fo1: me. to visit St. Lon is aga.in before the. closing of nav
igation this.fall; . and the time is very near at hand .when I run requir
by law to make. my annuaLreport . to the Governon, to be laid before 
the Legislature . . I would be gladf therefore, to have you repl) to this , 
communication, at your earl~est ,convenience, and give me, in writing, , 
your views,.npon ,this subJ_ect, . 

If you would make a .distinct alflll 'sp~ci.ftc pr<p<>sition that if; w.ith au
thority, to b.e obtained byleg~slative. enactmen.t---say by the first or · 
middle of January. next---the lands eould be placed .in the hands of;• 
trustees to secure the loan.---or wca other p_ropoei-tion . aa yoa Iaa:f.f 

DES. JdOllUS B.Er0R'.J.-7 . 
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have to make---you would guamnty that any certain amount, to be 
named, should be advanced by you, withirn some specified time, and .upon 
what terms , it would of course enable me to present the matter in a 
much more tangible shape before the Legislature, and one corres
pondingly more likely to re,ceive some definitive action from that 
body . Ind eed, without some such distinct proposition , it may well be 
doubted whether a ny effective legislation will be had upon the subjec t 
the approad1ing se;:sion . 

I se nd, herewith, several printed pamphle ts, for your perusal and 
oxamination . Th ey emb ·ace full inform ation in regard to the condi
tion of the work, an d the fund, up to the date of the report ma e to 
the Governor, by the Commissioner and Rcgister,on the fir"t of Decem
ber last---sincc \ 1hich time the only rnry mate ·ial change th,a,t has 
taken place, in ·efere1rce to either, is th fact that the river ha been 
opened for navigation, by the eomplctio of some of the tate \ o ks, 
and the o enino- of the "old <lams." 

The present indebtedness of the work will rcac 1 something upwards 
of $1 0,000, while the amount of lands embraced. in the grant, and 
remain ing unsold, can be very little, if any, less than 1,000,000 (one 
million) of acres, as the sales have been quite light <luring the pas, 
i'pr"ng and summer . Those sales , howc er, are improv ·ng consider~ 
i,.bly ·ithin the last few weeks, as I am recently advised in a letter 
from t e egister . 

One point I desire to mention that would probably have to be pro
vided for , in any arr:1ngemeut of the kind referred to that might be 
made. It is; this : a portion of the lands---comparativeJ{a small por 
tion---perhaps not 30,00 acres; certainly, I think, not double , that 
quantity-- -are already occupied by actual settlers , who have parts of 
them. improved, and under cultivation . ·· 

Now, the provision to which I refer is that such lands, so already oc
cupied, shall con tinue to be subje'ct to sale at $ 1,25 per acre . With 
this provision, if a loan can be effected to ensure the carryin& the 
,-vork forward to a probable completion, a nd . upon terms sufficiently 
favorable to the state, and the work, to j ustify its being mad_e, I think 
the matter may be arranged when the Legislature meets four weeks 
hence. Very Respectfully 1

' 

Your Obedient Servant, 
V. P. VAN .ANTWERP, Com'r. 
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ANSWER OF MESSRS. PAGE& BACON. 

ST. Lours, Nov. 13, 1852. 
Gen. V. P. Van Antwc1p, Commissioner, &c., Keolculc. 

' D E AR Sm: \Ve are in rec eipt of your favor 8th inst., and note con
tents. \Ne have a lso examined, a s far as our limited time and free
dom from ind ispensable business would permit, the documents accom
p a nying your fa vo r. 

F rnm the investigation given to t 1· subject, we find there a re s 0 

many collateral questions and i:;sues invoked, that we a re muc h e -
banassed in a ri\·i ng a t a definite coucl sion . In fac t we do not think 
,~·e have sufficient informa ion, o t e right kind, to enable us to g ive 
a very in elligent opin io , or one that you could with perfect s afety 
act upon. \Ve had overlooked, wnen you were here, the e w .at 
embarrassing po ition of the gl'ant of lan ds, above the 1 accoon Fork, 
in consequence of the decisions ofLhe Department, both fo r and against. 
\Ve incli ne to the opinion cxpr :.;set.I by yourself, that the J ec ision or 
Mr. \Valker is tie correct and legitimate one; but the existence of a 

o 1bt a to what will be the fit:al decision of t 1e question, w uld, as 
tve fear, prPjudice the s curi ty . 

\V r gret much th t you could not visit us, a nd explain in person 
the issues involved, a y u , ·oul<l have been able, doubtless, to relieve 
us of much that now perple.·es us. 

"\Ve a rc of opinion that the lands claimed can be so u ~ed a to eH

able yol to clear off the present debt against the worl s, and g ive you 
a fund a dequate to comp ete th same; but our opin ion in rela tion t0 
thioi is ot so valuabl , O" rcliab , as it would be, if we were b~tter in
formed a s to t,he estimated cost 0 1 the proposed improvements ; how 
lon · it would take to complete them; what would be the revenue de
rivable f· m the sam when completed, & c .-all, you will observe, 
questions of importance, in relati n to the m anner of r a isi-ng m ea n:., 
and providing for ult_i.nate payment of pr incip al and interest. But we 
will ven ture to give you t he result of 01,1r speculations, which would 
do btless be much mo ified, or changed, if we were in possession of 
<lata desired. ' 

Fir::; t: We a ssu me that you are entitled to , and have, 1,000,000 
acres of land ; and, second : that you can g ive or convey to Trustees· 
an unquestioned title , a s a basis u pon· which to fasue Honcls: \J·? 

theaie lands ~ve· wou ld set apart, for the nforasaid purpose, fiUO,OOU· 



:(l.Cres, which, at a valuation of l.25 1;>er acre, :\fould furnish a basis of 
$1,000,000_:__on whi.ch to issue ·your securities for a like a,mol;ll)t, hav
i•ng 20 years to run, and bea;ri,ng 7 !?er c;ent semian,uaL interest-::-both 
principal an<l i_nterest payal;ile iz;i, tile Ci~y of N,ew 1( or~. Prol;iably 
thesesecuritieE would seiJso a,s t.o nett YO\l a lik,e a,m.Ql;lnt, or ~n 1)..0 event 
less than, $~5.0,000-and, also meet with such ready sale al:\ to e11.able 
you to prosecute wi:th. vig_or the "'(Ori~. You. still. have ~()0,000 acres 
l,eft, untrammelled by tru~ts or: oth.erwise, which., we thi.nk, col;lld be 
managed-,-reserving, them. from. th;e t,rust, in such sitµa_tions as to 
have a preseq_t a,dditional value, over thpse erpbraced i11- said trust, 
and at the s1;tme time erµian.ce th,e val,iJ,e o~ last named, from the prox
imity tg improved laqds- so that tl:iey would p y equal to $2 per 
acre (being_ scaled above and below: this, as situations and locations 
would warrant)_ or, i,n. the aggregate, $ 4.00,000-wh~ch, added, to t4e 
loan, gives you $ 1,350,000. We hav.e. supposed t.4at you.r present 
debt, and th:e work,!, compl_ete , would am;tin.t t.o . $1,100,000.· You 
tr en have $250,000, t.o pay Jour a.nnua} interest, (or th1;ee, years, lfav
ing a small, bal.an_ce. After: three years_ we ha.ve supposed your works 
would be ii). so complete a. state as to, be a sou.roe of revenµe, . ii,ncl, 
from that t,im.e forwa,1'.d, would pay all you.r interest, and leave you a 
surplus to apply t.o a, !:'li!).l~iqg fun/1, for the ultimate redemption of 
your bo11ds, and eventually leave you with youe works, and your 
860,000 acres of l,aijd free of al~.in,cumpran.ce-a very vah.1able source 
of revenue to your S tate.. · · 

We ha:ve, we think, mad.e our figur.es on low estim~tes of: th,e val
ue ofthe lands, and if it. were desirable to rai;,e more 1neans than 
$1,000,000 the l~nds might be scaled, commencing at 1.25 and ruI).,

ning up to 2½. or $3; but we have not thought th/lt this would be ijec
essary. 

You will probably ha:ve time, before any actio11-, coulµ, be take11. on 
your Report to the Legisl_at,ure, to communicat~ fully to us all t):i.e facts 
and circumstances conn~ct.ed ~,i~h. the su~Jec;t,. so that we could make 
you a definite wopositio1i, ~rom,tjiis you,Ca!).,l~arQ, our general idea, 
3'1nd something n,ear wha.t we w.01114 qe Ukecy to ropose,}fyour; state• 
meuts corroborate our supposi~ions. If we were to have any thing 
to e.o with the n~gotiatipns, 'we sh_onld wish to CQll!3Ult with you as to 
t.h,c· beat way of arranging the Trust, T rustee form of;Bonds, &c, as it 
would facilitate, p('.ob~bly, our n~gotia tions, by attenp.ing in advance 
\<> fAese partj.cuJara.. If ),'eur.g_ran~ i.'l all right, and you ea.n get you.r 



"Legislature 'to act liberally with you, in gran'ting ·aclequate powers 
for the proper control of the lands, we would have no trou'b'le in pro
viding for you adequate means t(i) push forward, with great rapidity , 
the works. 

Yours Very Respectfully, 
PAGE & BACO.T.. 

:SECOND L EITER FROM MESSRS. PAGE & BA CON . 

Sr-. LoU1s, Nov. 23 , 185:.! . 
'Geri. V. P. Van A.ntwerp, :Commissioner, &e., Keokuk. 
We have had the pleasure of a n interview with Guy Wells Esqr. , 

Ch,ief Engineer of your Improvement, in relation to the manner of 
·conducting the work on the Des foines River Improvement, a d the 
·course to be pursued to raise the means for completing of same; and 
we have finally determined on making, through 0u, to the State, the 
·followin a proposition. 

1st. \Ve will agree 'to furnish the funds necessary to complete the 
work within five yea rs from the first day of January 1853, provided 
said fund shall not exceed in a mo u t the sum of one million three 
'hundred thousand ( 1,300,000) dollar<:! , including the present debt, of 
not exceeding one hundl'ed and twenty thousand (120,000) dollars , 
:inclusive of interest, damages on contract, &c . 

2nd . . vVe are to have the privilege of making the contracts for the 
work to be done on the Improvement, under the supervision of the 
Commissioner of the S tate, whose powers shall" extend to eeing that 
the work is done in accordance with the plans and specifications 
m o~t recently adopted, and on which the work is now progressing on 
dam No. 8. 

3d. In consideratlon of the above agreement, and others whicn 
may follow in this instrnment, the State of Iowa agrees to convey to 
us, in fee si mple, all of the unfio]cl lands granted to her under an ac~ 
of Congress approved August 8th 1846; and 'the State· hereby agrees 
that said lane s, remain ing unsold on the 1st day of January 1853, shall 
not be less than nine hundred thousand (900,000) acres in quantity. 
And the State further agre~s that she will continue to urge upon Con
.gress , or the ·Department having charge of these matters, her claim 
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for the land sold (about 25,000-say twenty five thousand-acres) sub
sequent to the gran t, and prior to the Department notifying the local 
L and Officers to withhold said lands from sale ; and that the lands, 
when obta ined, shall be conveyed to us as aforesaid. 

4th . The State agrees tha t we shall have the excl usive use and 
control (if we so desire) of the lmprcvement for twen ty fi ve (25) year:, 
fro m 1he t1me nam d for its completion , n- ith power to collec t and 
levy tolls and , ater rents fo r the use of the same, as we may deem 

est, provi ding the charge on pound freight shall not exceed (4) four 
mills per thou saml pou ds, per mile, and other freight in proportion . 

5th. The State agrees that she will not grant a charter for a Rail 
road or Canal vYi thin ten (10) miles on each side of said Improve
ment, running p. ralle l with, or nearly so, with same, for a d istance 
exceeding (40) for y mi les, during the fu ll term of time in \\"hich the 
use of the J mprovement is guaranteed to us, or authorise, by any gen
ernl law, such improvements, or constrnct herself such improvements, 
within the di stan ce named. 

Gth. The State agrees not to tax the lands until t 1cy pass out of 
our han ds by sale, (non e being exempt fo r over 20 year~), or the Im
provement fo r the term of this agr ement, and to pass such laws, 
from time to time, as shall be necessary to enable us to enforce our 
claims on parties doing business with us in conn exion with the Im
provement; and to protec t us in our rights growing out of the con
tract which may be made in accordance with these propositions. 

7th. The State ag rees tha t all creditors of the Improvement hold
ing Scrip , B nds, or lie ns, to be paid out of the sale of lan ds appro
>riated for this Improvement, shall fi le a relinqL:ish ment of said claim 

with the Commiss ioner, anti agree to receive, in lieu thereof, paymenl 
out of moneys which we have agreed to depo.,ite as security for the 
fai thful performance of the contract and stipulations in connexion 
therewith. 

th. The State agrees that we shall have the exclusive control of 
the waters of the Des Moines River, from F ort Des Moines to the 

outh of same (with the exception of rights and privileges heretofore 
granted-and the water rents from said parties , now h0lding privileges 
t.o be paid to us) and authorise us to sell and dispose of the privilege 
of using same as we may deem best, provided no contract shall ex
tend beyond the term of this agreement, by which we are t<.> receive 
the rents after such time. 
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9th. The State reserves the right to require of us that the bona-fide. 
settlers on the lands, now conveyed, prior to the act granting the same 
to the State, shall have the right to purchase of us, within twelve 
mohths from the 1st January 1853, to the extent of 25,000 acres, at 
one dollar and a quarter per acre. · 
- 10th. VV e agree to dr.posite with the Commissioner (he giving us 
Bond, with good and sufficient security, for the fai thful disbllrsement 
of same, in accorda nce with this ag reement) to l!io paid to the pres
ent creditors, as before stipulated, On e hundred and twenty thousand 
(1 20,000) dollars, within sixty days from the passage of the act au
thorising this agreement, and on proper tran -fer of the la nds , and 
rnlin quishment of creditors, as qforesaid, and the placing at our dis
posal and control the Improvement afo resaid. 

11th. It is agreed that not less than $200,0 00 a year shall be ex-
pended i prosecuting the work after the first year. . 

12th. The State to have the power of app oin ting the Chi ef Engi
neer, subj ect to our a pproval and removal, for good and sufficient 
cause. 

13th. T he State agrees that we may issue, at anytime within (20) 
twei;i ty years, Bonds based on the Lands hereby conveyed, and the 
L ease of Improvement and River, heretofore spoken of, b1rnr ing inter
est at not exceeding 8 per cent per annum, payable semia nnually . 

Very Respectfully 

[F.] 

Your Obedient ~ervants 
PAGE & BACON. 

ENGINEERS OFFICE, KE0Ku1c, lowA,t 

November 20th, 1852. ) 
To Genl. V. P. Van Antwer'P, Commissioner of the Des Moines River 

biprovcm.ent. • • StR: I have the honor to present to you my annual re
port, of the condition and progress of the Des Moines River Im
provment. 

The work has not been resumed on any portion of the original line 
of improvement, from the terminus of the Canal at Motts Ferry to 
Dam No. 2 at Belfast; and as it was contemplated by the Legisla-
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t1ue that the Canal should •be suspended, until the State ilams ancl 
leeks were completed between St. Francisville and Keosaqua, it 

. was thought advisable to remove some of the obstructions in the nat
ural channel of the river between the head of the canal and the 
mouth of the .Nass au Slough. The ex.treme low water in July ,pre-. 
sented a favorable opportunity to exami1 e the nature of those ob
structions, and they were found ,chiefly to consist of snags, stumps 
and large trees partia:lly embedded in the sand, or collected in large 
drifts, so as to render the -navigation extremely'hazardous a nd diffi
cult at any stage of water. (I would here r emark that deposits of 
this kind are rarely if ever found in any -other portion of the Des 

.Moines River.) AccoFdingly, a contract was entered into on th~ 2 1st 
day of July to open a channel not·less than two hundred feet wide in 

·this portion of the river, so as ·to admit the free passage of boats of 
a ll classes. This was done by raising and removing all the snaga, 
stumps, and trees that could be raised, with the machinery at com
mand, or that could be procured with our limited means ; a nd those 
that could not be raised en tire were cut off below· the surface of low 
water, so that they win not endanger the navigation a t a medium 
stage of water, i. e . when the water is high enough for boats to pass 
over the bars and ripples in -other portions of the river. T he remov
a l of these obstructions will be of essential service to the navigation , 
and was done a t a cost of only nin e hundred dollars. 

Belfast Work . Dam No . 2.---Nothing has been done at this job, ex 
c;:ept the furni shing five hun dred and fift y dollars w;rth of timber, 
·since the date of my last rep01 t, 

Croton Work. Dam No. 3.-The work at this point, ~o far as it 
has progressed, h s been done in the most substantial aud durablo 
manner. The lock and lock gates, are completed, and a pier 60 feet 

'long below, and a pier and ice braker90 fe et long above the lock, have 
been constructed to protect the lock walls, and guide the entrance of 
boats into the lock in times of high water. The side walls, with open
ings for the passage ·of water around the lock, for hydraulic purposes, 

,is also completed; -and the bank is well protected ·with a good slope 
1wall so that the .water power ·•can now be leased at this point. In or
,der to _pass this lock with boats before the State dam is completed, a 
•connexion has been formed between the head of the upper pier' and 
Messrs. Thom & Colton's mill dard, ~vhich 'rai ses a head of water 
·sufficient to admit the passage of boats dver the breast wall of the 



loQk,, and will answer, all purposes., far nav1gation, so long a:s 'the im'
f)rovement between this point and I the mouth of the river remains 
unfi nished. The materiah for the dam at this point are all delivered , 
a nd the timb~r and plank which ha ve b'een furnished at this place 
and along the line of the improvement, at a cost to the State of 10,-
570 dollars will soon be rendered usel6ss by decay, unlcs1 means are 
furnished to prosecute the work. · 

T he da mage to the cana l, and the loss of timber and plank, eaused 
by the g reat flood in 185 1, amounting to seventy thousand dollars, as 
mentioned in my last report, '1-Vould not have occured had the works 
b€en completed; .which would have been the case had 'the necessa
ry fu n ds been furnished a t the proper .ti'11e: and the further prosecu
t ion of the work, under such embarrassing circumstances, will a l
\\"ays , more or.ieas, subject it to the same periodical losse.s . 

Bonaparte. Work. Dam No. 5.-This lock and dam is 1completcd, 
and the efficienoy of th e work thoroughly tebted. ,Several boats h ave: 
passed throQgh this lock, and the time employed for that purpose has 
not exceeded 'ten minutes. The pool formed by this dam flows four 
feet of water on· the lower mitre sill of the lock at Bentonsport, and 
t hat too, during the extraordinary low water of the past season.
'fhis work, completed, has only cost $ 35,300, be' ng $340 less than my 
estimated cost. 

Bcntonsport Dam No. G, Has :xlso prngressed neal'ly to completion , 
notwithstandin0 the difficulties and embarrassment;; that the contrn.ct
or has labored under for the want of mean,;; so that it will be in a 
condition to pass "oo·ats at the opening ofn-avigation in the spring . 

The effedt resulting 'from· the completion of the tn-o darns last men 
tioned, aslcle from purposes of navigation, may be estimated by noting 
he fact that SOffiP, six or eight mills are no V in succe~sful operation , 

and several larg'e permanent buildinga have been erected for the re
ception of much additional machinery. 

Keosauqua. Dam No. 8, l s locate<l. near the site of the old mill' 
dam, and the contractor has progressed rapi<lly·wi•h the lock founda
tion, and has Taised one of the lock walls above an ordinary stage of 
water, so that he will be errnblecl to cornr~e'nce ·operations early in 
the spring. ' " 

As soon as it was asce rtained that the State works a t Crotoil , Bo
naparte and Benton sport, were so fa r advanced as to admit boats to pass, 
I proceeded, according to your instructions, to remove a portion of th 

DES MOINES REPORT.-8 
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·old mill dams, at Plymouth and Keosauqua, that there might be an 
uninterrupted navigation for all classes· of boats during the season· of 
high water . At each of the p·oints above named a channel was open
ed through those dams one hundred feet wide, and everything remov
e,d down to the bed of the ri ve1, whioh, in my opinion; will admit the 
passage of boats without detention or risk. · 

The Des Moines River being once .more opened, .it should be the 
object of 'those ha:ving charge ot: the improvement to so. conduct the 
new works, that the navigation iil t imes of high water shall not a
gain be in terei1pted. 

vVork has be n done on the impro vment, du1·ing the past season , to 
the amount of 30, l!J0 dQllars . The cost' of the whole ,vork, wheJ?
fully completed, will not exceed 1,500,000 dollars, or 7,500 dollar;3 to 
the mile, which is only about one hal f of the cost of a good ra il-road. 

Much has been ;:; a id about c:rn als and , lackwater naviga tion being 
behind the age ; that rail-roads mm:,t take their place. L et us ex
amine the comparative cost of tra nsportation . 3½ centil per mile -on 
a ton of freight is less than the av erage cost of rail-road transporta
tion . Assuming ·t to be 180 miles from Fort Des lVIoines to Keokuk, 
tl e transportati on of a ton of fr eigh t, between those points, ,vould cost 
six dollars and thirty cents, or 3 1½ cents per 100 lbs . Freight can 
be transported on the Des :Moin es River Improvement, b etween the 
.same points, including tolls , for four dollars per ton, or twenty cents 
per 100 lbs., making a difference of two dollars and thirty-one apd 
one-third cen ts pe1· ton, in fav or of the slackwater navigation. 

Assuming the trnnsportation to be 10,000 tons of up freight , aBcl 
50,000 tons of do wn fr eight, m al~ing in all 60,000 tons per annum 
(which I think is not an over estimate, when our coal, plaster and 
hydraul ic lime beds, and agric 11iura l rei:;ouces are fol ly developed) 
this, a t two dollar" a nd thirty-one and one-third cents per ton; a
mounts to .138,800 dolla rs in fa vor of the river improvement. The 
clown freight on fl :it-boats woulcl cost but a little more than oqe
half of the above sum. 

It is due to M. lVI. Hayden, Esq., my principal assistant, and to 
J no. B. Knight, E,.;q. Superintendent, to say that they have perform
ed all the duties ass igued them with skill, energy and fidelity, and 
they hav.e always manifested a deep interest in the progress and 
final completioB of the work. I therefore recommend them to your 
kind considerations. 
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It is unnecessary to add that the delay in improving the navigation 
of the river, is attended with very serious evils to the thousands who 
have settled along its fertile vall ey, and who have depended upon it 
a s a means of communication with their market. The unparalleled 
increase of population of this portion of our State, and the strong in- · 
ducements that will , for many years; still be afforded for augmenting 
it , make it necessary, and their real wants and r equirements demand , 
a nd abundantly justify, that liberal policy, at the hands of our legis
lators , which has characterized the legisla tive action of other States 
in r t>lation to intern al improvements; a nd to recede or even to falter , 
would be to violate good faith, disappoint the hopes, and dampen the 
t>nerg ies of the people of that portion of our young and en terprising 
State. 

Respectfully submitted, 
GUY W ELLS, Chief Engineer . 
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'·The 1Jec Moi,us River 1mpror>ement 'Fund, in account with V. P. Van Antwerp, Comni~s-

•~ ioner of said ltnproument , Da. 
==1~s~5'riz==;==-=====================c=T-Dc=o'iiilcs.~Ci~ 
Oct. 31. 

" " 

" " 

" " 

., " 
" " 

H " 

" 

" 
" 

'.l'o am'tpaid(byinstalments) sinceDec. l , 1851 
on certificate!! of indebtedness is-

" 

" 

" 

" 
" 

I " I 

I 
1" 
i 
I " 

" 

I 

I ·" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

sued July 1, 185 1, for work done 
on Im pro •e e t, prior to that date 

" (by instalments) on certificates is
sued to J.C. Walker & Co., con-
tractors • • • • • • • • • • ·· • ·· • · · · ·· · · ·· 

" on drafts drawn by Geo. Gillaspy, 
Register, &c ., on Bangs, Brothers 
& Co., dated Dec. 20 , 1851, paya-
ble t my order as Comm'r. &c. , 
30 d ys afte!' date; by me e ndors-
ed a nd sold-and subsequently pro
tested for non-paymen t . .•... . .. 

" contractors, and others , for laboi· 
and materials on ,vor&s at Croton, 
Bonaparte and Bentonsport• • · • · 

" R . J. German, on con tract, for 
c learing out snags, and opening 

" 
channel, belovv St. F rancisville , · • 

" for opening "old dam" at Plymouth 
" · " to o•vners ofl ands , for right of way, 

" 

" 

" 

p er agreement with la te Board of 
Public W orks • • • • • • • • • • · · ·· · · · ·· 

" for haulingtogetr er,and pilin g ,hm
ber drifted by the Hood of 185 1 .. 

" late president o Board of P ublic 
'\Vorks a bal. due him on his acc' t• ·· 1 

" on orclers drawn on lat - President 
&c., and by him acce pted .. .. ... . 

" on bills for printing 500 copies an-
nual Report of Com'1· &. Register, 
with othe1· bl anki! and stationary 

· for office - • • • • • • ·· • • • ·· • • ~ ·· • · · · · ·· 
" fees to arbitrato rs, counsel, officers 

- and witne3ses, in arbitration case3 
with contractors in 185 1, and with 

.9494 7:3 

1 285 00 

1 01 6G 00 

900 Qt) 

11 0 95 

200 00 

400 00 

100 00 

28 30 

174 26 

Allender & Co ., mill owners • · · • · 946 '& 1 
" 
" 

" on salaries of com' r and engineers 2891 29 
" interest on certificates, or bonds, 

issued to Bangs, Brothers & Co.. . 201 00 
" ! " " " Dalance in hand•• • . .. •.••••••• 1274 48¾ " 

lTotal- . . ..... .. . ,, · . .. · · · · · · ·, ·, · · · · · · ·,, $ 5581::! 26~-



The De, Moines Ri~r -ltnpro~ment · Fund, in accaur.t ' 11,,it/, V : P : Van, Antt.Derp, Commi$., 
aion,r of said Improoement, Ca. 

1851• 

Dec . 1. 
q 22_ 

" 23· 
1852 

Jan'y, 5. 

~o 
0 ~ . '" 
0 ;:; 

By balance in hand-; per l'ast acc't. • • • .. • • • • · .:: ~ 
" Cash received on 10 drafts, for 500 dolls. 

each, dated Dec. 20;.1:85 1, drawn by Geo 
Gi!Jaspy, Register &c. , on Bangs, Broth
ers & Co., payable to my order as Com"r 
&c., in New ): ork., 30 days after date, 
and by me endorsed. and sold-discount 
and intere.;;t off . .. ..... ..... " . . .•....••...... 

'I do. on, two drafts-same as those a~ove · 
described-cliscount an.d interest off ...... . . 

" do. on two other drafts-same as above 
~ discount and iuterest off •-.• • • • • • • • • • , • •. 

'• do . on @ne dratt~same as above • • • • • • • : •. 

' ' do. on two. drafts for 5000 dollars . each, 
same as. above described, except as to 
amount-discount and interest off-•.•·· • • • • 

" do. Oll three drafo, for 500 dolls. each-
samf) as above ._ ....................... . • 

Feb'y 4, " do. on.. two drafts for 500 dolls each do. • • · 
'' 2-7. '1· do. on dr~ft on Geo .. Gillaspy, Register, 

1 

&c ., payable 1.0 days after sight• •, •••• 10· 
" 28 " do. · · do. do. do. · do. 11 

March l i " do. . do. do. payable a t sight 12 
April 3 " do. do. do. do. do, 13 
June 30 " · do. do. . do. do. do. 14 
Aug. 13 " do. do. do. do. do. 
Sept. ;,) ' '"· do .. do.. do. do. do· · 

" 23 '' · do. do. do. do .. do. 
Qct. I;! " · Cash received oq draft, on Geo. Gillaspy 

15 
16 
17 

Dolls. Ch . 

535 7I t 

4924 17 · 

987 50 , 

987 50 
500 00 

9870 06 · 

1500 00 
1000 00 

500 00, 
500 00 
250 00 , 

18552 67. 
3551 81 
7403 95 
2138 25 

500 00 . 

Register, &c.• .•.•.•.•·· • •.• • • • • • • • • • • • •.• • 18 2110 7'0 

!Total • • • •: • • •: • • • •. • • ... • •:" • , .•.· • • • • • • • • .. • $5581~ 26¾ 

(i)ff.ic €l ,of Commissioner, Des Moines River Improvement, Keokuk, . 
i.pffa,.Nov.. l, 1.852. V. P. VAN AN'I\-VERP, 

Commission~r ... 
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REGISTER'S ACCOUNT. 

GEORGE GrLL Asrv, R egister , 
In account with the fl.:;s, .1foines River Improvement, CR. 

=·c _ _c_-~....:-::c·-:c....::=====================-=-= 
DATE. TO WHOM PAID. 

I --- - ---,- ----------------1----l 
.Feb. 27th, 1852. V . P . Van Antwerp, Cor.n'r, &c ., &c. 10 

" 28th, ' ' " . . . 1' " 11 
lVI ar. 1st, ,., • " " 12 

pril d, " " " 13 
Jun.e 30th, " " " " 1 ,1 
Aug. 13th, " " " "· 15 
Sept. 3d, " " " " 16 

" 23d, " " " " 17 
Oct. 14th, " " " " 18 
Npv.-25th, " " " . " 19 

1
Balance on ha~tl, Nov. 30th, • • •••• • • · • 
!Paid for offi ce rent , b an rn, printing , 

. ".' ('' 

f fuel and other incidental expenses; 

I 
which is sh~wn ~y books an vouch-
ers on fil e rn this office ..... .. .. . • • · 

Paid J esse , Vill iam s, late, Secretary I 
of Board of Public W ork , in lands_ 
at $ 2 ,00 per acre . See La· , Feb. 
5th, 1851 • . . .. · . ·, .. . . . . . .. . ... . . . 

Paid self on account of salary for the 
year 1852, ending Dec . 1 t . 1852. • • • 

Paid V . P . Van Antwerp, Com'r &c., 
D c . 2 th , 185 1, drafts on Bangs, 
Brothers & Co. , New York, for the 

. s'um of, . .. . ... . . . . . : ..... . ..... . . 

Total••• • ••: ,• • • , , • : · • • • • • , • • • • • 

Dolls. Cts. 

500 00 
500 00 
:l50 00 

18552 67 
1 

3551 81 
7103 95 
2 138 25 

500 00 
2 110 70 

600 00 
73!H oi 

26 05 

00 00 

' 100000 

45562 30 

20000 00 

$65562 30 
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REGISTER'S ACCOUNT. 

GEORG£ Gu,LASPY, R egister, 
I n account with the Des llfoincs R iver Improvement, Dn. 

Sale of Land s ~nd I HE !\l All KS. I A cr q 18 \ lJoll s. Cts. 
_:_e~ -er-ec_r_ l _ __ _ ~_\ ___ _ _ 

D ec . 1 52. I 401 . .. 
Jan . " ::::::::::: ::::::::: :::::1

1 

401- - -

M urch , " . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. 
1 

l(ij"';)' fl!J 

July, " · · · · · · · · · · . · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 5'2; 3'\ 2 1 
August, '' . .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • · · · · · • · · ~408 ti 
Se pt. " 1~,.•~~1· 1) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ -
Oct. " . · · . . · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 44 3 i -.t 

120 00 
1:..0 00 

210H> 78 
56G 53 
010 07 

2240 ~a 
"J66 40 

367 48 No v. 30th, " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2{i ia\ !]!) 

T otal amount of La 1d-J an money ••• · · · · · · r 3: 2!:iul-:W:- $-4_2_0_1_0_1_!) 

Receive from Paul Drat t nin. late T1·cn.sl rcr Eo:p·<l of Pub
lic \ Vorks, by ohn :.\1. liit'rikc1· ant. Jchn Al, .·u11dc1· 
h is sure tic" , June :.orh 1852. S:c ]), aft l\r, . 1 1, of 
Com'r, g·c. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • · • · • • • · · · · · · · · · · · • · • : • 3551 l 

Tota l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 45562 30 
P . S. 8 acres of th" ahm·c land,; \ ·a :solt1 a t S~,00 per 

ac re, an<l 100 n.c;·<•,; :, Lt tu Co!. Jc~.·.c ""ill a m~, i pur
sua nce of l:>.w, a t .,::!.00 ]Cl' acre . 

D ec . 2 th , 1851, 10 dndt::i < rnwn by me on B ung~, Broth-
ers & Co. of New Y ork; t>r the sum of• • • • • • • • • • • • • 20000 00 

ot l · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · -I 65.,56 30 
O ffice of RegiE er of D es l\fomes Rive · I mprovemen t, Ottumwa, 

N ov. 30th, 1852 . EORGE G1LLASPY, 
R egister & c. 
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