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lowa’s pheasant hunting Thanksgiving tradition

Pheasant hunting has been as much a part of the Thanksgiving holiday for
generations of lowans, as cranberries and stuffing. And with a weather forecast
that will likely put birds in cover, this would be a good year to continue that tradition
and get back to the fields.

“It's a good opportunity for hunters to get out with less competition,” said Todd
Bogenschutz, upland wildlife biologist with the lowa Department of Natural
Resources (DNR). “Would also be a good time to invite someone new along and
pass along that tradition.”

The lowa DNR offers an apprentice license that allows someone to give hunting a
try under the supervision of an adult mentor without completing hunter education.
This license may be purchased twice in a lifetime before the individual is required
to complete a hunter education course.

lowa’s pheasant population is down slightly from last year when hunters bagged
the highest number of roosters since 2007. According to the August roadside
survey, the regions with higher pheasant counts are north of Interstate 80.

“The harvest is following what the roadside counts showed — better hunting in
northern lowa with lots of young birds out there,” Bogenschutz said.

Last year, more than 83,000 hunters harvested over 590,000 roosters, providing an
estimated economic impact of $180 million in lowa.

The lowa DNR and Pheasants Forever are celebrating 100 years of pheasant
hunting in the Hawkeye State. The first season was held Oct. 20-22, 1925, when



13 counties in north central lowa were opened to pheasant hunting. Hunters were
allowed a three-rooster limit, for a half-day of hunting. An estimated 75,000 hunters
participated.

Information on places to hunt, the August roadside survey results and more is
available online by clicking the 100 Years of Pheasant Hunting graphic
at www.iowadnr.gov/pheasantsurvey.

Media Contact: Todd Bogenschutz, Upland Wildlife Research Biologist, lowa
Department of Natural Resources, 515-979-0828.

2024 DNR Volunteer Fire Assistance Grants
awarded to rural fire departments

Nearly $416,000 in 50 percent cost-share grants were recently awarded to 138
lowa rural fire departments to help their efforts to protect lowan’s and their property
from wildfires. The grants offer valuable funding assistance for wildfire suppression,
personal protective and communications equipment.

The following fire departments will receive 2024 Volunteer Fire Assistance grants:
Alta, Alta Vista, Amana, Andover, Anita, Anthon, Atalissa, Avoca, Baxter, Bayard,
Belle Plaine, Birmingham, Britt, Camp Township, Cantril, Chariton, Cherokee,
Clarinda, Colesburg, Correctionville, Cresco, Creston, Cushing, Dayton, Delhi,
Deloit, Denmark, De Soto, Dexter, Donahue, Donnellson, Drakesville, Duncombe,
Early, Elkader, Estherville, Everly, Farragut, Fort Atkinson, Fostoria, Frederika,
Gilman, Glenwood, Glidden, Grant and Lee Township, Grant, Granville, Greene,
Gruver, Hamburg, Harpers Ferry, Hartwick, Haverhill, Hawarden, Hills, Holland,
Hubbard, Humeston, Inwood, lowa Falls, Jamaica, Jesup, La Motte, Lake Mills,
Lake View, Larchwood, Lehigh, Lisbon, Logan, Luzerne, Malcom, Manchester,
Maquoketa, Marengo, Menlo, Meriden, Milford, Modale, Monticello, Montour,
Montpelier, Moravia, Moulton, Moville, Nevada, New Albin, New Hampton, New
Vienna/Luxemburg, Nora Springs, North English, Norway, Oak Township, Oakland,
Ogden, Olds, Olin, Onawa, Orange City, Oxford Junction, Oxford, Palo,
Parkersburg, Peterson, Polk City, Quimby, Readlyn, Riverton, Rockford, Russell,
Saint Ansgar, Shelby, Shenandoah, Sibley, Sidney, Sigourney, Silver City, Solon/Tri
Township, Springbrook, Saint Olaf, State Center, Stuart, Tabor, Tama, Tiffin, Toledo,
Tripoli, Underwood, Van Horne, Vining, Vinton, Wallingford, Wapello, Waukon,
Webster City, West Union, Westside, Wyoming and Yale.

These grants are made possible through lowa DNR Forestry, in cooperation with
US Forest Service - State and Private Forestry.


http://www.iowadnr.gov/pheasantsurvey?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

Jason Walker, fire supervisor with DNR Forestry, reminds all fire departments of the
importance of submitting Wildland Fire Reports whenever they respond to a
wildland fire or provide assistance to a prescribed or controlled wildland fire.
Wildland fire reporting forms are available atwww.iowadnr.gov/fire.

Departments returning these reports receive priority points when the Fire
Assistance grant applications are scored. These wildland fire reports are compiled
locally and nationally and are reported to Congress.

Media Contact: Jason Walker, State Wildland Fire Supervisor, lowa Department of
Natural Resources, 515-689-0083.
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