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TRAVELING I.tBRARY 
OF THE STATE OF IOWA 

Tn eomnuuiitiea, and schools, boob for 
nloaninar are loaned for a three month's 
period. To individual, and to clubs- for 
ltUdy UN, boob are loaned for two to four 
weeks. 

Burtowert a.re requested to return the 
books u eoon as the need for them ls pa,i.s;e<t, 
and al'IOQ.l(a when hook1 are due. Where 
book, are re-loaned, fine!! may be charged 
by the local lihrai,; and rr taim:d \l.·hen the 
beob are retumed. 

DAMAGES. The page, of th .. • books 
must not be marked and librarians are 
required to note the condition of books 
when loaned to borrowers and when re
turned by ·web bottowera and to rer,ort 
damages beyond reasonable wear to the 
State Traveling Library. 
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FOREWORD 

ThiH J,ulletiri is intended to provide helpful 
suggestions for the orgrutization of local his
torical societies in Iowa and for the stimula
tion arHl pro111otio11 of the local societies al
rea(ly organlzer1. 

J\f11rh of the 111nterial is tal,en from bulletins 
pul)lishecl 1,y t}1e Society when the first local 
histonral societies i11 Io"·a rnade their appear
ance about forty yr·ars ago. So111e very tin1el)· 
sug·gestions are derived from a11 address ll)' 

Arthur J. J,arsen, Superintendent of the 
1IinneBota I-Iistorical Society, at the orgar,izn
tion 111el'ti11g of tl1e Io"·a ,\ssociation of T,ocal 
I-listorical Societies. A recent publication of 
tl1e An1ericnn Association for State and T,oral 
History- lT'J,at Should Our Historical Societ11 
Dor, hy E<l,var,l P. Alexa11der, Superi11te11d<'11t 
of tl,e \\~isconsin Historical Societ~• -fur
nisl1P<l sti1n1tlating icleas. 

The bulletin is 11ot exhn1IB!iv~. It is tnl'nnt 
to be helpf1tll)· advisory. 'fhe gene>ral i11for1,1a
tion sl101tl,l be aclapted to ,neet local needs. 
Fron, timP to time additional 11mterial can lie 
i11clu<led in future bulletins. S11gge8tions for 
such a1lditio11s ,vii! J,e \\'elco111ed by the State 
I-Iistorical Society. 
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IMPORTANCE OF LOCAL HISTORICAL SOCIETIES 

Tl1e in1portance of local historical societies 
lies in the fact tl1at tbey serve as local centers 
of l1istorical i11terest and their activities are 
a step i11 the directio11 of coveri11g the ,vhole 
field of local l1istory n1ore adequately. 

Fro111 1821, wl1e11 tl1e first county l1istorical 
society in tl1e Unite(! States ,vas organized at 
Salen1, l\Iassacl1usetts, 11nder the nan1e of the 
Essex Historical Societ)· (no,v lm0\\'11 as Essex 
Institute)', the for1natio11 of local l1istorical 
societies in the Unite(] States l1as continued; 
b11t the periods of g-reatest activit)· have been 
associated ,,ith cente11nial an11iversaries and 
patriotic evPnts. 

The earliest co11n~· historical societies in 
Io,~a ,vere for1ned u11der the gui,ia11ce of the • 
State Historical Soeiet)· clnring the )•ears when 
Benja111in F. Slirunl1augl1 as its first superin
tende11t ,vas engaged i11 tlie development and 
expansion of tlie activities a11d the support of 
tl,e State Soeiet)". It ,vas also a period of 
sen1i-centenJiial an1tiversaries in the State. 

T,vo societies i11 Io"·a were for111ed in l 901 
- the Lucas Co11nty Historical Societ)·, dis-

1 Proc-ccdi,ngs of the Essez Ins1itute, Vot I, pp. 8-4. 
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8 I,OCAf, IDSTORICAL SOCIETIES 

eo11ti11ue,I in 1!124; an<l the l)ecalnr Count)· 
Historical Soeif't)\ <lisrnntin11~,1 in I 934. Of 
three, ~ocietie8 for1ri,•,l i11 1904 t,ro Lave heen 
active continuously: tl,e »fadir"Jn Count)• His
torical Societv and tl,~ ll irtoriral &>ciet;· of 

• • 
Linn C'onnty. Local soc1<•ties organized in 
,vnshington an,1 l'oweshiek rounties in 190:\ 
are at presflnt i11af•t i,--re. 

Th~ revival of interest i11 organizing and 
de,veloping county historical sncietirs in Iown 
<luring- the pre~Pnt year probnhly hail it,; im
petus in the ceJ,,bration of the Territorial 
C'entennial in 1939 rutd certainly is olin1ulated 
hy the approaching ::;tnte C'eotenninl to he ob
~erYed in l 946. 

The effort to pron1ote the organization and 
activitic,s of tht>se societies resulted in the for-
1nation of tl,e Iowa ,\.ssociation of f,ocal }Iis
torical Societie~ on October 11, 1941. The 
.Asi:;o,•intion l1as statP-\\·irle l'('presPuU1tion in 
its rue1ubership and in the p,·rsonoel of its 
governi11g board. It has the support and co
op<'ration of the t"o Pslablisl1ed historical 
agen<·ies in the State, ua1uely, the State His
torical Societ)· of lo\'\'a nt Io,1·a ('ity an,! the 
State D,0 part1nent of History nn<l Archives at 
De~ ~loinPs. As a result of it~ ac•tiYitie~. sev
ernl Tif)"\V rounty histori('al .SO('il\ties l1ave bPen 
organizPd. 
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FOBM OF ORGANIZATION 

Tl1e form of organization of a local historical 
societ), ,nay be provided for by a constitution 
and b}'-la,vs or by articles of incorporatio11. 
The older societies in Io,va ,vere organized 
under a constitution. So1ue of tl1ese ,,·ere in
corporated later. Tl1e n1ore rece11t societies 
l1ave been incorporated under tl1e provisions 
of Chapter 394 of the 1939 Code of Iowa and 
acts amendatory thereto. Incor1)oration of a 
societ)- exen11)ts the officers a11d members from 
personal liability. 

On J)ages 25-30 of this bulletin "·ill be found 
the Constitution and By-Ia,vs of the J\fadison 
County Historical Society, adopted J\[arch 15, 
1904, and representing tl1e earlier type of or
ganization. This society ,vas incorporated in 
1928. 

011 pages 33-38 there are printed the Ar
ticles of Incorporatio11 of tl1e Cerro Gordo 
County Historical Society, which ,vas organ
ized on September 25, 1941, UJ1der the pro
visions of the 1939 Code of Iowa. 

The business affairs of a local l1istorical 
society are usually conducted by a board of 
directors or executive co,nmittee. Annual meet
ings are the general practice, though some 
local societies meet more frequently. At these 
annual meetings officers are no1ninated and 
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ele<'iP<l, thel'P ore ro1111nitter rPpnrts and other 
routine business, v,itl, minutes k,,pt regularly 
ruin. filed a.s n valuable in<J,,, to material re
lating to the history of the lc><'nlity. r'~l!ow
ing- thr hu~ines~ 1ut•Pting a vrngrarn oi nd
<lr~sses ur oth,•r features ,,f iut,·rest to the 
general public is presented. 

YEMBERSJIIP 

The provisions for 1ne111ber,hip are 11niform
J,· ,lemocrntie. Ii1 general n11y J>erson residing 
";ithin the rounty or other area rnvere,l h)· 
tl1e organization !nay obtain membershiJ> by 
application and the pa)-nient of the rncmber
ship dues. Often !l1ere is provi sion for life 
1uernbers]up after a certain number of ,·ears 
of active 1nemhership or ur>on the gift of a 
speeifie,i su111 of n1ouey for tl1e purposes of 
the societ)'. The annual <lues are usually one 
,lollar. 

P1:JRPOSES 

The stated purposes of the local historical 
f<oeie~~ are to ~ollect, pre~rrve, and dissen1i
nate the 1naterials of local history. Letters 
and diaries relating to !he life of the pioneers, 
e~rl,· settlers, and distinguish,,d citizens; old 
fa,niJy Bihles contaiuing genealogical 111alerial ; 
uecount hooks containing data on prices ru1<l 
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commodities; and other private papers or 
photographs in the possession of persons who 
maJ- or n1al' not recognize tl1eir l:ustorical value 
arP secured through voluntary gift for per
n1ar1ent preservation. Tl1e important pul,lic 
arcl:uves of counties, towi1s, and villages are 
safeguarded fron1 unwarranted destruction. 
Cl,urch records are preservecl. Newspaper files 
and otl1er local publications are kept for future 
reference. Provision is made for correet mark
i11g of historic sites by State age11cies. In 
addition to these specific purposes, there is 
the g"'neral aim to proniote and preserve a 
vital interest in State a11d local history. 

ACTIVITIBS 

Tl1e activities of local l1istorical societies 
will varl- with the initiative and resourceful
ness of tl1e leadership and the interest of the 
me1nbers. Undoubtedly interest can be stimu
lated by a greater variety in programs. 

In addition to talks and formal addresses 
on the history of the county, an occa~io11al 
pageant or historical play n:ught attract more 
public interest. Forums on local history, panel 
disct1ssions, quiz programs, and costume par
ties in connection with i1nportant State or local 
anniversaries could be effective. Special pro
gra111s provided by scl1ools or cl1urcl1es could 
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be encouraged and utilize,l at 111eetings of tl1e 
local historical society. 

Programs can bP held i11 "Var in11s sections 
of tl1e county front year to y,•ar ,vith features 
relating especially tu that area .• 1.u occasional 
tour of the county with Hhort historical talks 
about the places vL~ited conld he s11bstih1ted 
for a meet.ing of the societ)'· In 8◊1ne instances 
these tours could be extended into neighhoring 
cot1nties witl1 a co111111on l1istorical back,-,,-ound. 
Snch tours coulfl for111 a part of the observ
ance of a county anniversary, such as the cen
tennial of its organization. 

1\'bere radio facilities are available and time 
can be arranged at regular intervals, such 
as once a montl1, interviews on pioneer life 
in the county or important events of local 
significance woulri attract many listeners. An 
orrasional skit or dramatic presentation could 
be used to vary the program. There sl1onld 
be careful preparation of the material under 
the uirection of an experienred person. At the 
Olttset it wonld be well to linut the period to 
fifteen minutes. Excellent programs of lliis 
type might find a eommercial sponsor. 

The aetivities of a local historical society 
sbonld enlist the cooperation of tl1e schools 
of the county. Teachers should be encouraged 
to give their pupils such projects as the rol-



LOC'.AL IlISTORIC.-1.L SOCIETIES 13 

lection of 1naterial a11,l the writing of historical 
essays or stories about their county, tl1eir 
~chool, tl1eir clnrrrh, or the community in ,vhich 
they liv,:,, 

{,'inally, the local historical societies will find 
it iul,antageous to cooperate mtl1 other agen
cies interested in State an,1 local history. As 
au.,-iliar, n1e1nbers of tl1e State IIistorical 

• 
Societ)· of Io,va for a period of forty years, 
tl1e local ~ocieties have received all of the 
publications iss11ed b,, the Society. }!ernl,ers 
of the staff l1ave a11peared on programs, and 
r<'quests for helpf1tl suggcstio11s have received 
earel\il attention. The same spirit of helpful
ness l1as prevailed ir, tl1e eooperatio,1 of the 
State Depnrti11ent of History a11d Archives at 
l)Ps Moi1,es. The l1arn1onious c<ioperation of 
all groups interested in a coIDJnon purpose 
,,·ill result in U11e-xpecte(I accon1plishments. 

PROPERTY 

Tl1e 1>ro1,crt)' o[ th(' lo<>al l1istorical society 
ronsiRts of such materials as 1nanuscripts, 
books, n1aps, m11Selllli iten1s, portraits, paint
ings, ru1d pulllic archives. 

The acquisitions of the !oral societ,- can lie 
cared for and displayed n1ore adequately if 
funds are avail11blc for the services of a cura
tor. Orcasionall)' it v.ill be possible to sec11re 
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volunteer services of a trained person 011 a 
part-tin1e basis. 

A card catalogue of a~l1isitio11s should be 
maintained, indicatin.r;- the nan1e of the donor, 
the date of acq11isition, an,! itc-nis of interest 
concer1ung tl,e gift. The catalogue should be 
classified wit!, guide cards indicating sections 
devoted to books, n1anuscript~, photographs, 
etc. 

The proper care and recording of arquisi
tions is a matter of vital concern, si11ce ma
terials donated to a local or State historical 
society represent a ''p11blic trust''. 1Iucl, of 
the significance of a museum piece is lost if 
the data concerning its for1ner use and owner
ship is unkno,vn or forgotten. 

HOUSrNG OF THE SOCIETY 

Sou1e fe,v local historical societies have been 
fortunate enough to receive donations of a 
Sl1itable building ,vitl1 an endo,vment f1md for 
mail1tenance. More often quarters m1lst be 
sought in a public buildi11g, such as the county 
courthouse, the public library, or the con1-
munity building. Where space is available in 
a public library, the librarian serves as cura
tor and has the necessary traini11g for the 
proper catalogtung and care of the 1naterial. 

One of the real problems of tlie local society 



' 

' 

LOCAL HISTORIO,\L SOCIETIES 15 

is to fi11d suitable l101tsi11g Unller friendly 
auspices in a locatio11 ,vl1icl1 is easily accessible 
to tl1e citizens of thP co1nn1unity, I11 such 
quarters provision can be made for interest
inir displays of l1istorical rnaterial. 1)isplays 
can l)e c!1ange,l from tin1e to tin1e to stiinulate 
a11d promote int~rest in the ,,,ork of the so
ciet)-. ~fodern technical skill in liirhting ancl 
arrange1nent can add 1naterially to tl1e effec
tiveness of these displays. 

THE RELATION OF THE P1IDLIC LIBR,\RY TO 

THE LOCAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

The tax-supported public libraries in Iowa 
have been designated as official depositories 
for the publications of tl1c State fiistorical 
Society of Iowa. These depositories serve as 
local collections of con1prel1ensive material on 
the ,,arious aspects of Io"·a history. The pul)
lic libraries also maintain adequate general 
n1aterial on America11 an<l ]')fiddle \\res tern 
History. 

i\'hether the local historical so~iety is housed 
in the p11blic library b1tilding or elsewl,ere, it 
sho1tld find cooperative assistance in tl1e library 
in any search for material on State a11d !oral 
history. Since tl1e publications of the State 
Historical Society are free to tl1ese libraries, 
it should be possible for tl1en1 to sup1ile1nent 

I 
I 
; 
I 
i 

I 



I 

• 

• 

' 

' 
' 

I 

16 I,OCAL HISTORlCAL S(JCIETIES 

this collection with hooks a11d parnpblPts hear
ing on tl1e ]ii.story of tl1e lorAI co1n1nnnity and 
the State. The larger lil,raric•s ,,ill include the 
pnhlic documents of the StatP - executive de
partment reports, l fonse nn<l Se1tatn journals, 
State la,vs, Suprerne Court r <· Jiorts, Official 
Register, etc. 

The public library can also perforru a val11-
able service in the ilel,l of local history hy 
collecting a11d preser,;ng n1aterials relating 
specifically to the life and histor)· of the com
n1unity. It may i11rlude (1) files of local ne,vs
papers and periodicals; (2) official pnhlica
tions ( city ordinances, scl1ool laws, and reports 
of county officers) ; ( 3) city directories; ( 4) 
announcemPnts, programs, and proceedings of 
local organizations (literary, scientific, politi
cal, educational, fraternal, and religiot1s); (5) 
books and articles hy local n1cn an,! ,von1en; 
(6) photographs of pronlinent citizens Md local 
scenes: a11d ( 7) clippings relating to tl1e life 
of the co1nmnnity. All these collections fur
nish valuable source n1aterials which ,viii 
a1nplify and supplement the ,,·ork of the local 
historical society. 

The following paragraphs taken from an 
article ,vritten in 189G by Reuben Gold 
Th,,·aites, then Secretary of the Stste His
torical Society of ,,risconsin, impressively 
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descrihe the 1nission of the 1)ul,Jic library i11 

its relation to local h.istor)·: 

All librarians who have in charge such treasures 
are aware of the general popular interest in old 
pamphlets, ne,,spaper files, and the odds and ends 
of printed matter issued in ephemeral forn1, prov,ded 
they are old enough to ha,e ceased to be common
place. That with which w·e are all familiar is com
monplace, and !?•nerally held in slight ,alue; but 
the commonplaces of one generation are the trea.'IUred 
relic., of the next. It is not mere idle curiosity, this 
interest of ours in the things with which our fathers 
were familiar. Relics ll1 museums enable us more 
accurately in imagination to redress the sta~e of 
history; but the literary ephemera of other days, 
pre~rved in libraries, are still more valuable as 
mirrors of the past. The chance advertisement in 
the old ne,rspaper, the tattered playbill, the quaintly 
phrased pamphlet, or musty diary or letter of a 
former time, mean more to the modem historian 
tl1an any other form of historical record. In earlier 
days, history ,vas thought to be simply the doings 
of monarchs and the conduct of can1paigns; but 
Macaulay and Green l1ave show'!l u.s that the history 
of the people is what benefits us most, - - ho,v John 
and ~Iary lived iu their ,vayside cottage, how Peter 
and Paul bargained in the market place, how the 
literati toiled in Grub street, and seafarers journeyed 
over the face of the deep. 

The other day W oodro,v Wilson said, at the 
Princeton sesqui~ren tennia.l : "The world's me1nory 
mus1 be kept alive, or ¥.'P shall never see an end 
of its old mLstake.s. We are in danger of becoming 
infantile in every generation. This is the real men .. 
aee undtr which we co"''er in this age of change.'' 
It is the office oC the historian to keep the world's 

I 
I 

I 
! 

I 

j 

I 



20 LOCAL HISTORICAL SOCIETIES 

munities. In fact, such local support or the 
endeavors of tlte State IIistorical Socir,ty is 
one of tlte essentials in pro1noting tlie cause 
of State and local history i11 the S tate. 

PUBLICATION OF THE MATERIALS OF LOCAL 
HISTORY 

_;\mong the n1ost active 1urn1bers of the local 
historical society are those ,~110 eo11,bine lit
erary ability with l1istorical interest. Such 
ability and interest should be sought and de
veloped. Single articles or a series of stories 
on local histor)' can be prepared for the local 
ne,vspaper. Occasionally sucl1 " 'riling will find 
avenues of publication in newspapers or 111aga
zines ,vitl1 "'ider circulation. Son1e of the 
n1aterial will be suitable for publication in lus
torical 1nagazines. The State Historical Socie
ty is always interested in an opportu11ity to 
exanrine sucl1 eontrib11tions, and n1any such 
stories have been accepted for pnblication in 
the Society's 1,eriodicals. WJ,ether publisl1ed 
or not, all s11ch historical material can be pre
serve,l in the files of the local historical society 
or public library. 

Printed or 1uin1eographed leaflets can pro
,ride authentic inforn,ation for the people of 
the co1nniunity and tl1e passing traveler. In 
tl1e larger centers they can be nu1,le available 

,, 
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throl1gh cl1a1nbers of commerce arid pul}lic 
libraries. 

SUOOESTIONS TO LOCAL filSTORIANB 

Tl1e local historian ,vill find it advantageous 
to preJJare himself by the study of methods 
and techniques l1sed \Jy so1ne of the masters 
of historical ,Yriting. Perhaps it ,..,ould lJe ,vell 
to begin with s11cl1 a basic s011rce as Cl1anning, 
Hart & '£urner's Guide to the Sti;dy of Am
erica,, Hi,story (GiI111 & Company, 1912). This 
boo!, is out of print but will doubtless be found 
in 1na11y of tl1e public libraries in Io,va. Help
ful guides to method ",jjl lJe fo1111d in Allen 
Johnson's 'l'he Historia,, a,i.d Historical Evi
dence (Charles Scriliner's Sons, 1926) and in 
fiomer C. Hockett's Introductio,, to Researcl, 
in Anierican Iiistory (l\Iacn1illar1 Co., 1931). 

It is of prin1ary i111portance that the lus
torical ,Yriter sl1011ld understand cl~arl3· tl1e 
disti11ction bet,veen original and secondary 
sources of inforn1ation. Origi11al sources il1-
cl11de all 1naterial preserved fro1n tl1e period 
under sn1dy - ,vritten or printed docru11ents, 
survivals such as 1nou11ds and buildings, and 
relics in general. Seco11dary so11rces are l1is
torieal U"Titi11gs based on original sources. The 
careful histo1·ia11 ,vill consult original ~ources 
,vl1enever they are available. 
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••J,oeal hi;;tor,· is not i,olated; it is a part 
of State hist or,' - · indeed, of national nrlfl 
,,•orld histor,·. T,ocal 111<11ters ha1•e tu he tested • 
b)· th-,ir relation to State history, an,! to ;;till 
larger niovemr•nt~. '' 

• 'Aho,·e all thin,ts, tlio }1istnrian should k,'eJ• 
hin1srlf Ern1pulously free from bias. 'l'o tell 
the truth, the who!<• truth, and 11othin,,; hut tbe 
tr11th nbont the pa~t. shoul,I be his rPli,;ious 
du!)·. Particularly most ho guard against care
less or incorrPct statements about ft,. , ,1,,a,J, 
"·ho cannot defr-ud the1nsel,·es. I,et the lri,
torian rPmen1l,er, too, that other in,·eistic:ators 
,,-ill, in dne tirue, follo1>· hin1: an,J tl1at posterit)• 
is sure t.o "·ei.c:h biased hi stori<'al work in the 
halance, nn<l fln<i. its \rriters ,,.-anting. ''1 

,. Tlil'ee J)fltagt1tph, are t.abn from 11-ttlldti" No. 11 of the 
At.a~ Hietorjea.J Socict:r <:<f Wi!l('r,nainr reprillted i.n B11lltthn of 
11"/0r-m.lJ,tf(),,.., ]!lo. 4 of The St.ate llllltorical Society of lnw., 
p. 3. 
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CONSTITUTI01V 

ARTICLE I 

NAME. The name of this society shall be, "The 
1Iadison County Historical Society." 

ARTICLE 1I 

OBJECTS. This society is organized for the purpose 
of eollecting and preserYing booksj papers and records, 
writings and relies, legal, military, political and other 
collections relating to the history of 1,{adison county, 
Iowa, but ma}- include such material as is illustrative 
of the history of the state and nation. 

ARTICLE III 

11.EMBERSHIP. Sec. I. Any person residing in 
Madison county may become a member of the society 
when favorably recommended by signmg the eonsti
tution and by-laws. 

Sec, II. Any person making an absolute gift to this 
society of ten dollars m money, or historical matter 
of the value of ten dollars, in the jl1dgment of the 
Board of Directors, shall become a life member of 
this society. 

ARTICLE IV 

OFFICERS. Sec. l. The officers of this society shall 
be a President, Vice-President, Secretary who shall 
alc;;o be Curator, Trnasurer, a Board of Directors and 
a Corresponding Secretary in each township. The 

25 
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Board of Directors shaU consist of the President, 
Secretary and four members of the society. 

Sec. I l. All elections ehall he by ballot unless the 
rule be suspended by a majority vote. 

ARTICLE V 

BOARJ) OF DIRECTORS AND STA:-.--r>ING COMM11"1'£.EJ). 

Sec. I. The affairs of the society shall be managed 
by a Boord oi Directors, subject to the provisions of 
the constitution and by-laws. All appropriations of 
the fm1ds of t be society shall be rnade by the Board 
of Directors, unless otherwise ordered by a majority 
vote of those presont at any meeting of the society. 

Sec. II. The society may provide for such standing 
committees a,-, may be deemed necessary and assign 
them such duties as may seem expedient. 

ABTIOLE VI 

~l:o:rlNos OF THE Soclli"TY. Sec. I. The annual 
n1eeting of this society shall be held on the third Tues
day in }larch of each year, at which time the officers 
shall be elected, and shall hold office nntil their suc
cessors are elected and qualified. 

Sec. II. Special meetings may be held at the call 
of the President and Secretary. 

Sec. III. Five members shall constitute a quorum 
fol' the trnnsaetion of business. 

ARTICLE VII 

ANNUAL DUES. The annual dues shall be as pro
vided by the by-laws. 



I 
• 

LOCAL HISTORICAL SOCIETIES 27 

ARTICLE vnr 
AMENOML'lTS. The constitution may be amended 

by a majority vote of the members present at any 
stated meeting, provided a written notice of such 
amendment shall have been given at least thirty days 
prior to s1leh meet:iJ1g. 

BY-LAWS 

ARTICLE I 

DUTIES OF OFFICERS. The duties of t.he officers 
shall be such as are indicated by their titles, and as 
may be provided by the constitution and by-laws. 

ARTICLE II 

ORDER OF BusL'IESS. Sec. I. At each stated meet
ing the order of business shall be as follows: 

1st. Reading of mi.i1utes of last meeting and all 
intervening meetings. 

2d. Presentation of petitions, letters, memorials, 
or other papers which require action. 

3d. Nomination and election of officers. 
4th. Reports of committees and officers. 
5th. Unfinished business. 
6th. New business. 
7th. Delivery of addresses and reading of papers. 
8th. Adjournment. 
Sec. II. This order of b11siness may be changed at 

any meeting by a vote of a majority of the members 
present. 

I 
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AIITlCU: III 

;-;c,n, ,RY Soo l Th• Sc•t•'tory lhall keep a 
hook to I» rail,,<! a record or minute book in whieh 
111, ahaJJ t'1llll(riho in or ":" 'r.., th r..01U' Jttrtit!n and 
h)··.I.A~ of th• s.10iet, "' l t ,,, r=r•l or h1s minutes 
of the proce<",l,ngs of nil '"""'~•«" of the !lOCi<ty after 
1,pproval. a,,d all oth<T matter o! which a r,,eard ohall 
be ord,•ml loJ" the ...,;rty 

.~ee. fl. u,, shall li,t, Ille and rr<.crve. \be original 
of all !otters. papers, ad.lrais<·• 1d other materia.l 
}lTllI"•f tO be prescn-c<l, '\Tl(l s.h,t _ ha1'C tht ;,.3_ro dJJ<l 
<Wl'1,"•· .. r nll boob, papers ,u!l ""'"" 1 writings and 
reli,:,s of wwot9(""•• kii,d and eharacter, t<nt:'lh...- with 
all ot':ltr property wliieh wll be kept aa a drp,,.r!nient 
of thu fr-tt.., 1,ul,Ue lihrary of \"\'"1ntcrset, Iowa. 

,'ltc. Ill The docu,nents, papen, an,l ·relics, ahall 
he r.atal0t?11ed and arrn11eued after th1, '-J"&1eru in ttsC 

in aai<l n hral')· 

.~,c IV. JTe •hall "'1 ht·I.J rc>J>0tesil>lc t,, the soeiety 
fot> the •••re ar,.J .a!e cu,,t,.dy of all its a,;,i,! prop,rtles, 
a.n,l rra,l.-.r .tio ,in;1;tl\.,iaD<-cs ::;h~.H any rtnon, whether 
(tffil!r?' ~,r mr·1nber, be snff't"red or pt-rmitted to tl'lke· 
fniru its plat-C tu Mid Iihrnry. any Jtt·m or artl~le o! 
'it::t- p11,pcrty' of wlwieve? ki11il 11r 11ature, ,~cept by 
eollS{nt 11f tho Board ot Direct,,nr . 

• ~-'C~ V >\t e&t'.h ataf,~i: meetil<J" or the society the 
Si•cr,1.ary .shall report in writing t}1i:! list 01 books,. 
par~~ rrti~, et('., that h4\·e IJ,:r.ell At'quin,-d by thti: 
80(•irtr Rincc the Ja.~t iutc.~l meoetiug, 11.Dil a list or all 
llU(•.h b<1tiks, r(•fics. f'tf'._. that r..any hnYt'I btto lt•ti sin<'e 
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the last stated me..ting, with surh information as he 
may have concen1in~ the samt'..'. 

ARTICLE IV 

TREASURER. The treasurer shall eollecl and safely 
keep all the funds belonging to the soeiety, and dis
burse the same only on the order of the Board of 
Directors, and he shall make a full report of the 
financial condition of the society at each annual meet-
1ng. 

ARTICLE V 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS. Sec. I. The Board of Direc
tors shall eonstitltte an exeentivc committee ha-ving 
general management of the affairs of the society, and 
shall meet promptly 011 the tl1ird Tncsday of eaeh 
quarter. Three members shall corutitute a quorom 
to transact business. 

Sec. II. They shall consider and determine ,,-hat 
books, papers) tccords, writings, reljcs and other his~ 
torical materials, shall be purrllased for the society, 
and individually interest themselves ,vith other mem
bers of the society, in soliciting contributions in 
money, and historical materials ,vithin the scope and 
purposes of the society. 

Sec. III. No indebtedness sl1all be incurred b,· the 
Board of Directors, in excess of the amount in the 
hands of the Treasurer, 11ot already appropriated, un
less by the direction of " majority vote of the society, 
and before any bill for the purchase of books, papers, 
,vritings, relics, and records, sl1all be paid by the 
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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION 

ARTICLE I 

We whose names are hereto subscribed, being all 
citizens of the State of Iowa and of full age, do here
by associate ourselves together as a corporation not 
for p.ee,miary profit, rmder provision of Chapter 394 
of the 1939 Code of Iowa and acts amendatory thereto. 

ARTICLE II-NAME Als'D LOCATION 

The name of this corporation shall be the Cerro 
Gordo County Historical Society, and its principal 
place of business shall be the City of Mason City, in 
Cerro Gordo County, Iowa. 

ARTICLE III - OBJECTS A:ND PURPOSES 

The purposes of this corporation shall be: 

1. To kindle and keep alive an active interest in 
state and local history. 

2. To promote interest in local history by pub
lications, programs, observations and pageants of 
early pioneer history. 

3. To discover, collect, and preserve books, pam
phlets, messages, genealogies, portraits, paintings, 
relies, manuscripts, letters, journals, surveys, field 
notes, and any and all articles and materials which 
may establish or illustrate the history of this county, 
state or adjoining states. 

4. To secure, preserve and publish the recollec-

33 
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tions and reminiscences of thORe who have taken part 
in or witnes.sed the growth of local communities. 

5. To collect and preserve tho materials of local 
history. 

6. To promote the presentation !llld display of 
historical relics. 

7. To ascertain and mark hbtorical sites. 
8. To see that the public archives of counties, 

cities, and \illages are properly preserved. 

9. To publish such historical matter as the society 
may authorize. 

10. To cooperate as fully as possible with the work 
of the State Historical Society of Iowa and the Iowa 
State Department of History and ArchiYes, and ,vith 
such other agencies in the county, state, distriet, or 
nation as may be created from time to time, for the 
commemoration of historical events and preservation 
of historical records and the marking of historical 
sites. 

11. To cooperate with other organizations whose 
objects are substantially the same as those of this 
organization. 

ARTICLE IV - MEMBERS 

The me1nbership of this society shall consist of the 
incorporators an<l such persons 3S shall be elected to 
membershlp by the Board of Directors uud shall pay 
the sum of $1.00 whleh shall include puyment of dues 
to the 1st day of the follo\l·iug January. 

Annual n1embership fees of $1.00 shall be due and 
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payable on the first da)' of January of each year, and 
a failure to pay the same 11-:ithin ninety days after 
written notice of such delinquency shall have been 
mailed to s11ch member shall res11lt in the termination 
of Sltch membership. 

Life memberships shall be conferred upon an)' men1-
ber who has paid dnes for ten successive yearst or 
11-ho shall pay an an1ount eqnal to the dues for ten 
years. 

This society may confer honorary membership at 
its diseretion by a vote of t,vo-thirds of the member
ship at a regular n1eeting of the corporation . 

.A.RTICLE V -CORPORA TE POV.'ERS 

This corporation assumes to itself as such corpora~ 
tion, all the rightsJ powers, privileges and immunities 
conferred upon similar orga11izations under provision 
of Cb.apter 394 of the 1939 Code of Iowa and Acts 
amendatory thereto, and takes to itself the po,ver to 
sell, hold, e11rumber, convey and dispose of property 
both real and personal in any ma11ner not prohibited 
by Jaw, and consistent ,vith the objects and p11rposes 
of the corporation and necessary and con venie11t for 
the proper conduct of the affairs of the corporation . 

.A.RTICLE VI - CORPORA TE TERM 

This corporation shall co11tinue for a pe1·iod of 
fifty years from the date of the filing hereof unless 
sooner dissolved by majority vote of all the members 
of tliis society, by act of the General Assembly, or by 
law. 

j 
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ARTICLE VII- OFFICERS 

The officers of this corporation sholJ consist of a 
President, Vice-President1 Sl'tret 1ry1 Treasitrer, and 
Board of Directors, v,:ho ~hall be t.?lPCU"d from the 
membership at the fir.st nnnual meetin~ of the cor
poration and shall hold office for un0 y1•ar and until 
their successors are elected and h;-1\'t:1 quulifit·<l, The 
secretary and trt>11surer of this corporation may be 
one and the same person. 

The Board of Directors shall consist of from five 
to tweoty-five me1nbers1 together ,vith the Pre1'.!identr 
Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurl'r. 

Until the :first meeting of this eorporation, the fol
lowing named persons shall constitute the officers nnd 
Board of Directors of said corporation: 

Directors Re1nley .J. Glass, Pre..s. 
R. A. Holman lln(:h H. Shepard, 
Ra)mond I,. Ja1nes , ... ice Pres. 
"!!Irs. Hnz€'1 ".,..· ICnutson K. I. Wau~htal, Srcretary 
llrs. D . ..;\. bfiller and Tri:-ns't.1.rer 
lfrs. ~farlon ~1'arkley Pagi..• 
E. R. Steinberg 

ARTICLE VIII 

The Board of Directors shall l1a ~e control over and 
manage the real and personal property of the organ
ization a11d shall ha,e char$!e of its :finnncinl and 
business affairs. Tht>y shall perform those duties 
usually performed by ::.'Ucb a Board. 

The Board of Diret•tors shall have the right and 
po\Yer to employ a eura.tor and sueb other officers a.s 
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they may deem necessary who shall hold offiee at th<' 
pleasure of the Board. 

ARTICLE IX - VACANCIES 

V aeaneies in the officers or Board of Directors of 
this corporation shall be filled by the Board of Di
rectors or th-e remaining men1bcrs thereof and RU(',h 
shall hold office until the electio11 and q11alification 
of their successors at the next ann1.1al meeting of this 

corporation. 

ARTICLE X 

Contracts, deeds, conveyanees, notes1 or other evi
dences of indebtedness and mortgages scc1,ring the 
same shall be signed a11d executed in the name of the 
corporation by its president or vice president and 

secretary . 

ARTICLE XI-MEETINGS 

The first regular a1m1,al n1ceting of the corporation 
shall be held at 3 o'clock P. l\I. on the second J<'riday 
of )lay in 1042 in said city, at the office of the secrc
t:11')· of said eorporatiou or sueh other plaee as 1noy 
be determined by the Board of Directors and dc·sig
nated in notice of said meeting, and at a corresponding 
time- and date each year thereafter. Speeial meetings 
of the corporation may be held at such places as mar 
be determined by the Board of Directors and desig
nated in the notice upon the call of the President, of 
the majority of the Board of Directors or upon the 
written request of ten of the tnembers of said cor

poration. 
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Notice of regular annual meeting or special meet
ings of the corporation shall be given by ~ing the 
same in three public plares in Cerro Gordo Couuty, 
Io,,a, one of ,vhieh shall he at the door of the eourt
house in said Collilty. 

Notice of special meetings shall set out the purpose 
and business to be considered and no other busines., 
shall be considered. 

ARTICLE Xll-QUOBUM 

Ten n1cmbers of the corporation shall constitute a 
quorum to transact business for any regular or spcl'ial 
meeting oi the eorporation. 

ARTICLE xm-BY-LAWB 

By-La,vs shall be adopted by the corporation and 
may be amended at any regular or annual meeting of 
the corporation or any special meeting called for that 
purpose. 

ARTICLE XIV 

The fll'ivate property of any and all of the n1embers 
of this corporation shall be exempt from any and all 
liability from the acts of the corporation or for any 
uf its indebtedness. 

ARTICLE x,7 AME'ITT>MENTS 

These articles may be amended at any regular meet~ 
ing or at any special meeting of the corporation e.aUed 
for sueh purpose by the affirmative vote of three
fourths of the members at the meeting. 






