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with customer response. Price ranges primarily due to quality and size 
differences. The market is str<mg. • Hopefully, continued good weather will 
assist harvest operations and encourage customer visitations to purchase 
"APPLES WITH THAT IOWA FLAVOR". 

NOTE: If your operation is in need of fruit for your retail operation, 
or if you have fruit to wholesale, please notify this office and 
we will list your needs in the market report. Be sure to include 
name, address and telephone number. Direct negotiation of your 
needs will hopefully be beneficial to all concerned. 

AVAILABLES: 

FAETH ORCHARD, RR #2, FORT MADISON, IOWA 52627 

Yellow Delicious and Grimes available. Possibility of some winesap. 

The Horticulture Office ha~ b~rn s10wed due to the abs~nce of the office 
s~cretary during the past tr:,..."?(' b>:d ore ha:f \'12eks: cue to nlness and surgery. She 
will be absent for several weeks and 1n t~e meanti~e the Department of Agriculture 
secretaries wl11 help -fsi, t:·e 93p, :-:0,:h;ne ope:·ators, a.nd .Jther office deta~1s 1'-1111 
dictate selection of pr1c,1ties bJ~Pd ~po~ dcttes 2nd ~easona1 need. We anticipate 
fulfilling the need during the harvest season. 

Requests fa~ dues to the ro~a F~u~t Growe~•s Association have been mailed. Many 
have not paid 1978 dues i., orae~ to COie~ costs of the market reportsa w2 encourage 
remittance if not already ~ade. 

Name 

Address ------
Telephone ---
Dues are $2.50 for first 10 acres of orchard and $1.00 for each 10 acres of 
orchard over the initial 10 acres. 

Enc1osed 
Pay to IOWA FRUIT GROWER'S ASSOC. ----
mail to: Iowa Fruit Grower's Asscc·ation 

c/o Iowa Depa~t~ent of Agr:cu1ture 
State House, Des Moines, Iowa 50319 
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Wisconsin-Minnesot 
the Iowa market. 
($8.00-12.00); 

THE IOWA APPLE 

not reporting varieties as yet that are reflective of 
·hey list .Mcintosch, 'whls'. - bushel ($ 7. 50-8. 00) , retail 
land, whls. - bushel ($8.00-9.00), retail ($8.00-12.00). 

E'l' REPORT: 

Telephone calls made September 28, indicate satisfaction in the Iowa 
orchards. All rep rts indicated a strong market with difficulty in main­
taining stock tom et demand. Variances in this trend can be attributed 
to local situation involving uncontrollable causes (construction, etc.) 
Most orchards indi ated minimal advertising effort, and local in nature. 
(local radio, news aper, shopper and, some billboards). Most growers 
reported a heavy s rge by customers for fresh apples direct from the orchard. 
The apple pie (fro en and baked) operation of one orchard is an interesting 
operation; an oper tion requiring special facilities. Pick-your-own opera­
tions again reveal a good acceptance by Iowa customers as well as by growers. 
A few orchards rep rt that pick-your-own operations have been completed. 
Others have the tw big days this weekend and next. Growers now reporting 
better color and s·ze. Marvin Faeth's analysis of the color problem relates 
to shallow feeder oot damage during the 1977 dry periods and consequently, 
less than optimum eaf growth and performance this season resulting in poor 
color and size dev lopment. All Iowa growers contacted indicated no market 
pressures from inf rior or economy grade dumping in their areas. A central 
western orchard re arts exceptional quality, and a terrific customer response 
at the orchard. 0 e pick-your-m•,-n reports a record one day dollar volume for 
his orchard. For he most part, contacts indicate that most pick-your-own 
orchards also harv st in normal ma~ner for retail and wholesale sales . 

Now for a quick look at Iowa prices: 

JONATHAN: Colo and size much-improved. Bushel - $7.50-10.00 retail; 
most avg. $7.50-9.00, whls. - $6.50-8.00; ½ bu. - $4.00-5.50 
with poundage in poly and carryouts at 30¢-40¢. 

RED DELICIOUS: Quality good to excellent. Color range from excellent 
to improving. Bushel - $8.50-12.00, retail;½ bu. -
$4.50-6.00, whls. - bushel $8.50-10.00. 

YELLOW DELICIOU Similar to Reds, but not well established. Picking 
slow, but will sharply increase. 

MCINTOSH: Few reported, bushel - $7.95-9.95, retail; no whls. trend. 

JONADEL: Few r ported, bushel - $8.00-9.00, retail; whls. - $6.50 and up. 
Trend not established. 

All Orchards re ort recent cooler weather has improved color, size. All 
report good to exc llent quality. 

CLDER: All lis $2.00 retail; whls. $1.60 reported. 

One orchard rep rts all records $5.50/bu., with windfalls at $4.50 to 
$5.00. 

SUMMARY: 

Prices reports re variable, but all orchards called indicate satisfaction 
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THE NATIONAL PICTURE : 

., 

Professor of Marketing, Max E. Brunk, Cornell University, reports that 
1978 could be a "perfect Apple year". He reports a large crop, a clean 
crop with good quality and good distribution nationally. He also states 
that prices will remain favorable. A favorable competitive situation for 
apples exists throughout the United States with all major fruits including 
citrus, showing some short supply. A strong conswner demand for apples is 
a nticipated throughout the U.S. duri ng the 1978-79 season . 

Fred G. Tobi, President of the International Apple Institute, Washington , 
D. C . reports that " 7 8 " is "lookin' good" for apples. 

Information from the Wisconsin-Minne sota area i ndicates pick-your-own 
ope rations are increasing greatly, with prices ranging from $4.00 to $8.00 
per bushel , and from 12¢ to 23¢ per pound. 

The two-state ~rea reports a good demand f or processing apples . Grocery 
store pressure is showing in our two neighboring states with advertising 
specials appearing in chain stores . This has increased demand for local 
apples wholesale , but tends to depress orchard site retail prices . Reports 
indicate that the Minnesota-Wisconsin prices are comparable to the same 
period in 19 77 and also for the large 19 75 crop. 

Some trends in other states are showing . North Carolina reports a move 
downward , with prices sharply lower . Michigan reports movement limited , qual ­
ity good with sharp increase in demand anticipated during the coming week. 
1<lashington reports shipments still few but showing an immed iate sharp in­
crease. Other fragments of trends showing , but not established in data 
received by this office . 
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