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We econfront the dangers of suffrage by the blessings of Universal Educa-
tion.—JAMES A. GARFIELD.

Vol. X11. DuBuqQug, FEBrUARY, 18809. Neo. %

EDITORIAL PREFACE.

Iowa may be called the Massachusetts of the West. Iowa is deeply
coneerned in the political and industrial movements of the country, but
the cause nearest the hearts of her people is * universal education.”
Other States may boast of famous battle-fields and renouned military
and political leaders, but Iowa points to her ‘‘school house on every hill-
top,” to her twenty-three thousand school teachers and her six hundred

thousand school ¢hildren as the glory of her statehood, the protection of
her citizenship.

A half century of educational effort in Iowa now belongs to the past.
Some earnest men and women have devoted noble lives to the great
work. 1t is the purpose of this volume to make a few notes on the work
and the workers of the past and present. It is certainly as befitting to
write the educational history of our State as to make record of the po-
litical and industrial history.

The educator’s work 1s not noisy. He attracts little of the world’s at-
tention. His victories and successes are not applauded by brass bands
and booming cannon, but his work is of deeper concern to the people
than political campaigns, or the achievements of war. In the warp and
woof of the social fabric of the country the teacher weaves the bright-
est and the most enduring colors.

The editor here desires to thank the corps of contributors who have
helped in collecting and compiling the historical and biographical data.
It has been no easy task to gather up the almost forgotten history of the
work and workers of the past. Much may have been overlooked (hat
should have been published, and some parts of the volume might per-
haps have been omitted. DBut in these pages there 1s certainly much that
is worth preserving.
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HISTORY OF THE EARLY SCHOOLS AND EDUCA-
TION IN IOWA, 1830-59

BY T. 5. PARVIN, CEDAR RAPIDS, 1OW A

This is the title of the subject assigned us by the publighers of the
IowA NOrRMAL MONTHLY, upon which we are expocted to prepare o
Monograph for the Souvenir Edition of their valuable work

In the preparation of this paper it will not be <o much our purpose
to write an ** epitowized history™ of early education in lowa. as Lo colliet
the «ata for such a history, to be written. we sk, at an early period by
some competent person. The time allowed us for this purpose is insnf
ficient for the colleeting alone of the needed materials and. being a von
temporary of the work since the organization of our tervitorial govern-
ment (1835). we must rely. to a certain extent. pon our personal reenl-
lection and knowledge of the passing events and legislition. constit Hting
a great part of this history.

In the presentation of the subject we shall reverse (e arder of the
historian of nature. in that we shall aim to present and discuss how gl
when the several forms of proeress and developient came into existenee
in our educational system. rather than to show how the earlier torms
were changed into the higher and more improved methods of the same
nature or character. This is amply provided for in (he plan of the pub-
lishers who have assigned ** special subjects ™ to experts in those depart-
ments of our educational worlk.

No general history of education in Iows, 30 fil as we know. or ean
learn, has been written or compiled. Nor indeed of an part ot this
great subject, creepl that of the **State [University of lowa, ™ the hHead
of the “*common scliool system™ of the State. This valuahle monograph
prepared by Thomas H. Benton, .Jv.. then president of the board of
trustees and snperintendent of public instruction. was préeparved in 1867,
but not published till ten vears later.

In view of the universally Irecognized fact, so well presented by (zov.
Grimes in his inaungural address of December W, 1554 (the same H.;” t e
* Towa State Teachers Association™ was organized ), that “education is
the great equalizer of human conditions that “the State should See
to it that the elements of education, like the elements of universal na-
ture, are above, around and beuneath all - and that, “the perpetuity of
onr republican institutions and system of government depends upon the
universal education of the youth of the country.™ It seems strange that
no effort has heretofore been attempted during the lult century now
passed in our history, to present the “history of education.” it not the
most important. quite as mteresting and essential to ilastrate the pro-
gress our people have made during these passing vears.

We shall endeavor to present the ** Fipst Things ™ in theiy origin, in
our system ; continuing from that of “* Who tanght the first sehool in
in Iowa, when, and where »° When we published our firs essay on this
subject, five years ago, and showed that a school had bheern !-:mt.zht 0

——
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lowa as early as the fall and winter of 1830, the leading papers of the
State severely eriticised onr article. They qeclared that. while an ** old
settler ” and ** well posted and corvect in our historical statements gen-
erally.” that ** in this we were certainly incorrect. as there could be no
school without children. and no children without people. and that prior
to the * Black-Hawk * war of 1832 there were no settlements or people in
ILowa,”

It seems incumbent upon us now, in the presentation of this subjeet,
that we first people the state or territory before we ** open school.” We
shall therefore present an introductory chapter devoted to the subject of
the

EARLY SETTLEMENT AND GOVERNMENT OF 10WA.

“The cause which T know not I searched out."'—Job.
DISCOVERY AND SETTLEMENT 1763-1834.

The history of Towa, “‘the beautiful land.” is largely tinged with the
poetical of onr nature. We can here only touch upon some of the more
salient points of her history, interesting as a romance through all its
early periods. lowa was the ** first child born of the Missouri Compro-
mise.” Soon after assuming the responsibilities of statehood (1846), her
(veneral Assembly, in 1851, declarved that the State of Towa wis ** bound
to maintain the union of these States by all the meansin her power.’”
And in the same year had inscribed upon the block of Towa marble fur-
nished and placed in the ** Washington National Monument” this well
known inscription : “lowa—Ier affections. like the rivers of her borders.
flow to an inseparable union.” Enoch W. Eastman, afterward lieutenant
governor, was the author of this motto. To this faith lowa was wedded
from the fact that her people were from the older States north and soufh.
and from foreign lands. The Mississippi river was the great highway of
her eitizens to the markets of the world. for the future net-work of rail-
roads had not then bound the States into a union by the strong hands of
iron and steel as now.

The Terrvitory and State of Towa. the former much the larger as in-
cluding all of Minnesota and a part of Dakota. was originally a part of
the * Lonisiana 'nvehase ” made by President Jefferson from Napoleon,
tivst consul of France, in 1803.  France claimed all the tervitory west
and mueh of that east of the Mississippi river by right of discovery.

DISCOVERY AND EARLY SETTLEMENTS.

De Soto, a gallant eavalier of Spain. first saw the Great West in the
New World and discovered the Mississippi river in April. 1541, whicl) he
crossed. and died in the limlts of Louisiana and was buried beneath the
Father of Waters he had discovered. He, however. founded 1o sebtle-
ments, produced no results and left no traces of his discoveries and ex-
plorations save to awaken the lostility of the red man against the white
man. The French nation was eager and ready to seize upon the news ot
this discovery and were the first to profit by De Soto’s defeat. Yet it
was more than a century before the French set out upon voyages of dis-
covery in this great region of the west,

In May. 1673, James Marquette and Louis Joliet, two enterprising
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msssionaries of the eross and erown of Franoe, set out from Mackinaw,
through Green Bay, up Fox river and Lake Winnebago across the Port-
age aud down the Wisconsin river, they eutered the Upper Mississippi
on the 17th day of June (& month memorable in the later history of
Towa), 1673,

Drifting rapidly down stream, on the 25th they landed upon the west
bank in the present county of Lee, lowa, near the mouth of the s
Moines. on the banks of which a few miles i the interior they found
several villages of Indians, Sac and Foxes of ourday, it is helieved, They
descended no further than latitude 34 degrees, while De Soto had as-
cended to the 35th degree of latitude. Later La Sal'e. another intrepid
explorer. traversed the Mississippi from the fulls of Hennepin at Min-
neapolis to the mouth of the river. where it debouches Into the Galf of
Mexico. IHe claimed all the vast region for and in the name of the great
King. Lounis XIV., and by the labors of himself and wssociates an im-
mense and most valuable couniry was opened o France and the World.

New Orleans was founded in 1718 and St Lonis in 1764, und from
these points as radiating centers settlements were made and the country
opened up in all direetions.

In 1788 the first white man settled within the mits of lowa. just a
year after the adoption of the famons ordinanee of 1787, whose provisions
relative to freedom and education were to exert sneh un fnfluence upon
the history of the Northwest, Julien Dubuque, the first white settler.
Was a Frenchman and a native of Canada and a resident of Prairie du
Chien, where Fort Crawford was located. and a trading post. He pur-
chased September 22. 1788. from Blondeau and other chiefs of the Fox
Indians a tract of land covering the site of the city afterwards built und
bearing his name. He afterwards (N ovember, 1796, ) oblained a qualitied
confirmation of this grant, or - permit.” as styled in the state papers of
that day, from the Buaron de Carondelet. the Spanish Governor st New
Orleans. He had some ten white men in his employment digging min-
eral (lead), and married an Indian squaw. He died & vietim to his vices
in 1810, and was buried on a high bluff overlooking the river a mile or so
below the city. A leaden coffin encompassed his remains, and opon the
Cross was inscribed : ** Julien Dubuque, miner, of the mines of Spain,
died this 24th day of Mareh. 1810. aged 45 years and 6 months.” At an
early day we visited the grave : the cross was still there, but the lead had
been removed by vandal hands who preferred to steal the lead to the
digging of the ore. It is literally true. as has been said, ** the Ameri-
cans are the greatest vandals” known to the world, since the days when
their progenitors in kind invaded Italy and destroyed her works of art.

This grant was subsequently held by the Supreme Court of the United
States—D cember term, 1853—to be merely “a lease or permit to work
the mines.”

In 1795 the Lieutenant vrovernor of Upper Louisiana, g
granted to Basil Giard (also a Frenchman) a tract of upwards of 5,000
acres of land in what is now Clayton couity and known as the ** Giard
Tract.™ He occupied with others this tract under the Spanish, French

and American governments and was granted at a later day by the latter
a ** patent " in his own right.

;
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In March, 1799, Louis Honore Tesson obtained from Tenon Trudeau,
acting Lieutenant Governor of Upper Louisiana, a * permit’ to estab-
lish himself at the head of the lower rapids (where Montrose is now
located) ** for commerce in peltries and to watch the Indians and keep
them in the fidelity which they owe to His Majesty.”” Here he buill him
a cabin and planted an orchard of apple trees. many of which were liv-
ing and bearing when lowa was organized in 1838. Of this ** elaim * he
took immediate possession and held it til! 1805, when it passed to Thomas
F. Reddick, whose heirs had confirmed to them by a decision of the Su-
preme Court in 1839 one mile square of the original league of land. This
18 therefore the oldest legal title to land in Towa. As this square league
was situated within the limits of the famous * Half-Breed Tract * (of
which we shall speak) it became involved in the litigation which fol-

lowed.
IMALF-BREED TRACT.

In 1824, August 4, the Saes and Foxes in a treaty made at Washing-
ton **reserved to the half-breedsof those tribes (confederated) a large
portion of (the present county of l.ee) the country between the Missis-
sippi and Des Moines rivers, known in our legal history as '* The Halt-
Breed Tract.” This reservation was a triangular strip of about 119,000
acres. Under that treaty the ** halt-breeds ™ had the right to occupy the
soil, but not to convey it, the reversion being reserved to the United
States. On the 30th of January, 1834, by act of Congress, this reversion-
ary right was relinquished and the half-breeds acquired the lands in fee-
somple. 1t was held, however, *in common,” and not severalty. Prior
to this last date and between 1824 and 1830, however, ** a horde of specu-
lators.” in anticipation of such legislation for which they had lobbied at
Washington, had come upon the tract and made settlements at Mont-
rose, Keokuk and other points. It was not till October 7, 1841, that the
titles to these lands, among the most valuable in Iowa, was quieted by
the decree of the Iowa court partitioning the lands among the new
claimants, for they had passed into the ownership of the white people.

The influence exerted upon our history, political, legal and educa-
tional, of this Half-Breed Tiact and its early settlers fully warrants its
presentation in this conneection.

We shall, however, touch only upon the educational history, for here
was established the first schools ever taught in Iowa.

Before any permanent settlement had been made in the territory of
Towa or Wisconsin, white and venturous trappers and traders. many of
whom were seattered along the Mississippi and its tributaries as agents
and employes of the American Fur Company, intermarried with the
females of the Sac and Fox Indians. Many of them were respectable
people. The first settlement and the one productive of the greatest re-
sults was made in Lee county in 1820 by Dr. Samuel (. Muir. a Surgeon
in the United States army stationed at Fort Edwards, now Warsaw, Ill.,
who built a cabin on the site of Keokuk. The Doctor had been educated
at Edinburgh, Scotland, and was a man of strict integrity and irre-
proachable character and very popular in the army. He had rfallen in
love and married a beautiful Indian maiden. to whom four ehildren were
born. one of whom, an honored lady, still lives in Keokuk.
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In reply to an order of the War Department for all army otlicers anql
soldiers to cast off {heir Indian wives Dr. Muir sald: “No. Mav God
forbid that a son of Caledonia should ever desert Lis ehild or disown his
clan,” and at once threw up his commission and retired to private life
He erected the first cabin in what is now the city of Keokuk. and be-
came as Isaac R, Campbell (father of J.W.) says, the founder of that eity,
The Annals of Iowa for July, 1867. contuins a lengthy and interesting
letter from My e containing much valuable material tor onr history,
educational and political, of that period.

Numerous settlements were made in Lee county prior 1o the * Black-
Hawk ™ war of 1832 because the Half-Breed Traet was not torbidden
ground as all other portions of [owa was. After the treuty ar Fort Arm-
strong, or rather on the main land in the limits of the present eity of
Davenport, of September — 1832, the Indians were to hold possession
of the narrow strip (about thirly miles i width) along the Mississippi
river. till April. 1833, when the country became opened for setilement,

A number of enterprising emigrants, however, erossed over to -
buque, Flint-Hills. now Burlington, cager 1o make ** elaims " and settle-
ments, and though frequently driven biack by the troops al Prairie du
Chien, Warsaw and Roek Island. many succeeded in getting foothold.

Soon as the restriction was removed settlers Hocked in, and to the
lifty families of Lee county of 1850 large accessions were made in 1834
and all along the river.

With these settlers, many of them bringing their families. arose a
demand for schools and the meuans of education, which at tirst and for
several years were what was known as *‘ private schools.” and taught
In most primitive houses and without 4Ny method or system, But they
Opened the way and ceased not their iabors till hetter systems prevailed,

[OWA GOVERNM ENT—167 3~1803.
FRANCE AND SPAIN.

From the discovery of lowa by Marquette and Joliet in 1673 to its ces-
ston to jthe United States in 1303, Towa was under the government of
European nations. France claimed ayy held it by right of discovery till
the close of what is known in Americuy history as the *(lq Freneh and
Indian war,” ending in 1763 when it was ceded to Spain.  In 1800 Spain
retroceded it to France by which undey the cousnlate of Napolean it was
sold to the United States during tle presidency

of Thomas Jetferson
under the treaty of April 30th, 1808, known as the * Lonisiana purchase,” ™
While under the dominion of Spain the whole Lerritory was divided

into upper and lower Louisiana with capitals at, New Opleans founded in
1718 and St. Louis in 1764,

At only two Points in Towa qo we find any traces of the dominion of
the Spaniard. at Dubuque, 1788 and Montrose, 1793 With these excep-
tions for a period of one hundred and thivty vears after its (liscovery the
Savage roamed over the brairies, the trader in fups coursed up and down
its streams. During all the years no European nstitution found a foot-
hold. No mortal €YE, Says a writer, is known to have obseryed, with any
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distinctiveness the great resources of a state now attracting the eyes of
the civilized world.

1S05=1S12—TERRITORY OF LOUISIANA.

The territoryiof Lounisiana organized March 5th, 1805. included lowa
within its boundaries and during this period it was explored by officers of
the army and posts established for troops as well as the traders.

For a brief period beginning with 1807 it was attached to and became
a part of the territory of Illinois.

1812-21—TERRITORY OF MISSOURI.

In December——of the former year Iowa became a part of Missouri

and so remained till 1821, wihen that tervitory became a state.

1821-34—** A POLITICAL ORPHAN."

As Judge Nourse in his centennial address characterized the chiid of
SO many parents * A man without a country,” a country without a goy-
ernment.

It was during these years 1824-34, that the settlements heretofore
made in the **Mines of Dubuque’ and upon the ** Half-Breed Tract ' in
Lee county received numerous additions and were considerably enlarged.
New seftlements were also made at Davenport and other intervening
points on the Mississippi river. With these then new settlers came chil-
dren and for them educational provisions had to be made and schools
were opened and taught in Keokuk, Ft. Madison, Burlington. Dubuque
and some other points of less note.

1834-36—TERRITORY OF MICHIGAN.

By an Act of Congress of June 28, 1834, the Towa distriet and Wis-
consin was attached to Michigan and remained a legal portion of that
tervitory till its admission into the Union, .July 3. 1836, when it became a
part of the

TERRITORY OF WISCONSIN—IS36-38
And so remained till its separvation in 1838, July 4th, when it hecame the
[OWA TERRITORY—18358-46,

And so remained till December. 1846 when Towa became an independent
state in the union of states.

Under Michigan Iowa was divided into two counties. Dubugue
and Des Moines. More were subdivided again while under Wisconsin.

The school legislation of these last three periods we shall treat under
separate heads. 4

SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL HOUSES, PRIOR TO 1834.
SCLHOOLS,

Berryman Jennings now (1838) living in Oregon city, Oregon, openetl
and taught the first school in Towa at what is now Nashville. Lee (‘ounty,
during the months of October, November and December, 1830.  Of his
pupils in that sehool Capt. J. W. Campbell, of Fort, Madison. Washing-
ton Galland of Nashville, same county, and others in Iowa. 11linois and
Missonri still survive and have verified this fact by autograph letters in
our colleetion.
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As a sketch of this ploneer teacher, accompanied by a portrait, is to
appear in this volume, we forbear any further notice,

M. 1. K. Robinson, now of Mendota, 1), taught a school in the pres-
ent site of Keokuk, Lee County, then known by its Indian name Puck-e-
she-tuck Commencing December, 1830, and eclosing with the month of
February, 1831. Some of his old pupils still live in the three states
named and from some of them we have received letters in affirmation of
these facts.

Beside the autograph letters from both of these old teachers, explan-
atory in full of their pioneer work in education in Towa ‘and now in our
autograph eollection POssess great interest and value as setlling, and
and forever all doubt as to * who taught the first school in Towa !

Within this period and before the wgis of Michigau law was thrown
over the terrvitory and people of lowa My, Jesse Creighton taught a
school as early as the winter of 1832-33 in Keokuk. Mr. (reorge Cubbage
at Dubuque in the latter part of the winter and early in 1534 at Dubuque
and Mr. Z. C. Ingrham in Burlington in the Spring ol the same vear
(1834). Mrs. Rebecea Parmer, the first lady teacher in lowa, opened her
school in Ft. Madison. Lee connty, in the summer of 1854,

Schools were taught in the countiesof Van Buren, Henyry, Muscatine,
Scott, Clinton and Jackson, also while; Iowa was a part of Wisconsin in
the years 1836 and 57

We have the names and places of no less than torty teachers who
taught school in Towa prior to the organization of the territory, July, 1838,

These letters of the old teachers of lowa. deserve not only to be pre-
served, but made zccessible to the public—we therefore present them en-
t.i]!‘& .

FIRSTILETTER FROM BERRYMAN JENNINGS,

OREGON Ciry. Oregon, Nov. 28, 1884,
1" 5. Parvin, P. 3. M.. Iowa City, lowa:

DEARr Sin AND BROTHER :— Your letter of January 7th last asking
whether Berrvman rather than Benjamin Jennings taught school in Lee
county, Iowa, in 1830 was received. I could not use the pen then nor
now, but will try with a pencil to repry,

I was residing on the - Hulf-Breed Traet = NOW part of Lee county,
in 1830, Dr. Isagc Gralland an eminent I'hysician and eitizen resided six
or eight miles above {))e present site of Keokuk on the Mississippi river,
near where resided Several American citizens w ho had ebildren ot a school
age. The doctor prevailed Upon me to teach a three months school, Dr.
Galland furnished rooms, tuel. furniture and board in his family While
teaching he gave me. 1) use of his medical hogks (With which he was
well supplied) to read, and after school [ continued to read until mid
summer of 1831, when I was taken sick, convaleseing I returned to my
father in Warren count y. 111, ‘

_'l'hiﬁ_m'Im_ul room wis as all ntlmrhuihiiugs i that new country, a log
cabin built of round Iugs. Or Jpoles, notehed elose ana mudded for f-}-ml'nri
logs cul out for deors and Windows, and also for tirt*'[rlm-es. The jamb
back o1 the lire-places was of '[mf'l-:wl iy dint, the chimmey topped out
with sticks and mud. This eabin Jike all others of that day was covered
and nails, which were
those days and the fire-

with clap-board. This wus to eConcmize time
scarce and fay between. there wWere no stoves mn
].]m_-prwas used for cooking as wel) As comfort,

ou mention Capr. James W Campbell, who went with his father to
lowa in 1830, or earlier. I remember ay Isaae R

- Campbell who went
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from near Nauvoo [then Commerce], I11., prior to 1830. I can hardly real-
ize that the Mr. Campbell, whom I then knew and who would now be
sixty years old. is still a resident there[Ft. Madison]|. I would like to re-
late many incidents of the early settlement of that county but fear I
might make mistakes as some others have done.

Dr. W. R. Ross, whom I know well made some mistakes. [He refers
to his address at Burlington. 1883 commemorating the semi-centennial
settlement of lowa—a copy of which we hadsent him]. Capt. Campbell’s
mistake in my name is easily accounted for. I usually signed my name
“B.”" Idonot remember the names of the pupils of my scheol or of my
patrons—but I do remember that I taught school in Lee county. Towa in
1830. and that it was the first school taught north ot Missouri and west of
the Mississippi river—a very large school district extending to Canada on
the north and to the Pacific ocean on the west, where there are now some
thirteen or more states and territories. What a growth in fifty-five years !

About thirty vears ago [ met Dr, Galland in Sacramento. Cal., tott-
ering with old age. Some say he was buried near Sacramento, with no
stone to mark his grave. others that he died in Ft. Madison. I don’t know.
[We do, he died at Ft. Madison in 1858, and near where he had first set-
tled thirty years earlier. His son erected a marble monument over his
gravel. Your *Annals’ [we had sent him the quarterly published by the
State Historical Society| of lowa will perpetuate the names and services
of some of them for the benefit of future historians. .

With fraternal regards &e.,

BERRYMAN JENNINGS,

LETTER FROM I. K. ROBINSON.,

: MeNDOTA, Ill., January 30th, 1887.
T. S. Parvin, Cedar Rapids, Inwu :

DEAR STR AND BROTHER :—In answer to your letter of inquiry of
the 17th inst. about *-the early schools of Towa,” I reply I commenced
teaching a school December 1st. 1830 in the employment of a Myr. Still-
well, who was then owner of a ware-house and wood yard at the present
site of Keokuk, Towa. His only child large enough attended the school.
A brother of Mrs. Stillwell whose christian name I have forgotten but
whose surname was Vanausdol, Seth Wagener and his brother of “* Wag-
ener’'s run,” Hancock county, Ill., one or two children of Mr. Samuel
Brierly, a sister of Mrs. Fyrsythe, a Chippewa Indian girl and I think a
son of Dr. Samuel C. Muir, [the first settler in Lee county]. In a subse-
quent letter he supplies the omissions, christian name of Vanausdol was
*Valentine ;" of Seth Wagener’s brotber “Christian ;™ Mr. Brierly’s son
was named Thomas]. 1t is possible that Capt. Campbell of Ft. Madison
can furnish you the address of Mrs. stillwell and her brother Vanausdol
as they were living in 1884 [at Keokuk, and the oldest living settlers in

lowa
T]he school was continued some time into thespring of 1831. The
winter was one of remarkable severity and noted for the great amount
of snow falling at one time, being over two feet in depth. 1f there were
imy :ichunls in fowa previous to thisone I do not know where or by whom
aught.

Battese, a full blooded Indian boy and adopted by Mr. Blondeau in-
Lo his family. informed me that he had gone to school and learned the
letters and could spell words of one syllable but that he got flogeed every
time he went to recite his lessons. He was probably attending the same
school with Mr. Blondeaun’s daughters at St. Charles or Portage de Sioux,
MO,

Yours respectfully,
[. K. ROBINSON,

LEITER OF CAPT. JAMES W. CAMPBELL, A\ PUPIL OF BERRYMAN
JENNINGS IN 1830.
y ForT MADIsSON, lowa, March 20, 1887,
T. S. Parvin, Cedar Rapids, Towa : _ _
DEAR Sir:—1I have delayed answering your question relative to the
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fact stated as to the first school taught in Jowsy I now have the in-
tormation which is unquestionable and Communicate 1o vou the follow-
ing facts:

Berryman Jennin S Was the first to teacl g regular school i fowa,
which he did at whug IS now Nashville, Lee conunty. in Ooetobey. 1830
This locality was then known as Av-wi-pe-tuek on the “Halt-breed
Tract™ or reservation.

Mr. Jesse Creighton tanght a sehool at Puek-e-she-tue (now Keokuk)
in the winter of 1832-33. He was a shoe-maker by oceupation and about
SIXty vears of age then and eame from Lousiana The attendants al
Ureighton’s school at, Keokuk weye Valencour Vanausdol [stil] lving|
Valencourt Stillwell. Margaret Stillwell, Forsytie Morgan, John Rigg,
alins Keokuk John, Geo. Crawford. P. D. Bartlett. Mary Bartlett. Mary
Muir, Sophia Muir, [danghters of Dr. Mnir by his [ndian wife), Michae]
Forsythe, Eliza .J. Anderson and the writer Jas, W ( ‘amphell.

In regard to the claim of Mr. John Robinson s friend, that he Langht
the first school in Towa, there 1s som e mistake. He or his friend for him
claims that Valencout Vanausdol and the Muir childyen altended his
school. I have a letter from Vamansdol staling the contrary. I have
in my possessions Dr- Muir’s books which show that he ‘though former-
Iy a resident and for mnany vears in this county) was e thet! time a prac-
Licing physician at Galena, I1., and «iq not return to Keokuk Lill the aqy-
tumn of 1830, a short time before Berryman Jennings opened his school
at Au-wi-pe-tue (Nashville) And farthey | have in Iy possession Mr.
. Robinson’s receipt signed by Chauncey Robinson tor school tuition at
Commerce, now Nauvoo, at which | attended his sehool August 5, 1840,
on the hill in the Goueh school house, about 200 feel east where the Mor-
mon temple was built in after years.

This was evident]y written to refute the claim published in the Bur-
lington Gazette that My, Robinson had taught school at Keokuk in the
winter ot 1829-30, whereas his letter to us States that it was in the sue
ceeding winter of 1530-31 and after M. Jennings— wherefore those per-
sons might and probably were pupils of Mr. Robinson . |

Mr. Robinson is in error in his statement that Francis Labersure was
one of his scholars, [le Was not less than twenty six yvears old at that
time and was far advanced in educational accomplishments over M.
R. or any one alse in Keokuk at that date. |Je Wis educated at the
Jesnuit college at Portage de SIoux undey the Supervision of the Chon-
teans and was theiy interpreter for the America Fur Company at that
town, ;

I think it superfluous to add more in refutation of the ¢laims of Mr.
Robinson being the first school teacher in lowa,

That honoy belongs to Berryvman Jennings, now of (
pu{:ils now living Capr. Washington (valland at Montrose, l.ee county.
Tolliver Dedman, of ¢ larke countv. Mo, and Iyself assert these lacts.

Yours truly AN

egon and his

J. W. Ok MPRELL.

VAT, WASHINGTON GALLAND'S LErrER.
il : : : MoNT 1OsE. lowa, April 16, 1887,
/38 ) Parein, Coduy Lapids

DEAR Sie AND Broragg -— Replving to your tavor of the 9th in
regard to the school taught Ly Berrviman Jennings, now a I, G, M. of
Oregon, I would Sil}y to the best of my recollection and the limited data
at my command, that the time njnst have beep the fall and winter of
1830, and the place Ah-wi-pe-tpe (the Indian ame ) atterwar +* Brieriy,s

‘oint,” then Nashville, ana NOW changed by order of the hoard of super-
VIsors of Iee county to  Galland . that being the name of the post office.

The settlers resident with families thepe were, as far as 1 ean now
remember, Dr, [saae Galland (my father), Isaae 1. Campbell (father of
Iy (Samuel afterwards
Dedman
amphbell’s letter) and Abel Gal-
a4s Berryman Jennings, our school
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teacher. Among the voung people who were his pupils I can only recall
the following names : J. W. Campbell, Toliver Dedman. Thos. Brierly
[all now living, December, 1888, the latter in western Iowa], James Ded-
man, David Galland, Eliza Galland, Mary Ann Brierly and myself.
With sincere and fraternal regards,
: WASHINGTON GALLAND.

NOTE—The teachers and several of the pupils, as may be seen by the headings,
are “Masons." and it is to this fact alone that we have been enabled to reach them
und unravel the mystery so long obscuring those early recruits,

SCHOOIL, HOUSES.

The historian of lLiee county ten years ago wrote, that ** school teacli-
ers were among the first immigrants to ILowa (coming as early as 1830).
Wherever a little settlement was made the school house was the first
united publie act of the settlers, and the rude primitive structure of the
early time only disappeared when the communities had inereasad in
population and wealth and were able to replace them with more com-
modious and eomfortable buildings.” As late as 1838, or two decades
after the organization of the territorial government, and when Iowa had
been ten years a State, there were upwards of eight hundred of these
primitive log school houses used for school purposes, as we gather from
the State documents.

The writer aboye does not give the date, or indeed any data relative
to the erection of the first two or three school houses in Lee county,
where the first two or three schools were taught, two in 1830 and the
thivd in 1833, But he says that the first school house erected in Iowa
was a log cabin at Dubuque, built by James L. Langworthy and a few
others in the autummn of 1833.°

The Dubuque papers have in more recent years put forth the same
claim in their eriticisms upon our articles on the early schools in Iowa,
claiming to have had the first school : also assigning the vear 15833, which

of itselt refutes that claim, as three schools were earlier taught in Lee

county.

The historian of Lee county in speaking of that house says : ** When
it was completed George Cubbage was employed as a teacher during the
winter of 1855-34. Barrett Wittemore taught the second term.” Mr.
Lucius H. Langworthy, of Dubuque, in®his lectures on the History of
Dubugue, ete.. before the Dubuque Literary Institute Mareh, 1855, says :
“ The first house erected here for public worship was the old log ehurch
standing on the ground now occupied by the old Methodist church. Rev.
Myr. Bastian usually preached on the Sabbath. and the lhouse was aecupied
forw school on week days. Mr. Whitmore was the teacher.” The evi-
dence is abundant that both My, Witmore, or Wittemore. as differently
spelled, and Mr, Cubbage taught school in that chureh : but old settlers
differ in their views as to which was the first teacher. We think the
weilght of evidence is in favor of My, Cubbage’s claim, although Mry.
Langworthy was an earlier settler, having located in the Dubuque mines
as early as 1827, My, Langworthy no where in his address gives the date
of the erection of that church, but by letter, some years ago, gave 1o us
the date—** Fall of 1833." He did not in his address or his letter ciaim
that log house to have been a school house. but said it was a ** church.”

The Rev. John C. Holbrook, pastor (for many years) of the Congre-
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gational church of Dubuque, in his * Historieal Discourse. ™ savs: **In
the course of the vear 1834. a log building was erected on what is now
(1860) Washington Square. which for some time served the douhble puy-
pose of a court house and meeting house ; * * & g the Methodists
had in that year organized a * class " and. the cireuit preacher held sor-
vicesin that house.” ete, The log huilding of M. Holbrook is the same
as the log church of Mr. Langworthy.

But we have evidence much more conclusive. That log honse waus
built by subscription ¢ by Mr. Langworthy and a few Other miners,” says
the Lee county historian. but the subseription paper, lying before us as
we write, and belonging to the ** State Historical Soeip v." savs the few
were many, no less than sixty-eight names being appended Lhereta, In
that list we find many whom we knew and some few of them were living
four years ago, when we wrote our article referred to nbove,. nnd Lhiey all
concurred that the date was late in 1883 or early in 1534, while others
said it was commenced in November and completed in December, 1833,
The subseription ranged from twenty-five cents to twenty dollurs, and
foots up the sum of $255.00.

The paper is headed, " Subseription for a Chapel for the Methodist
Episcopal Chureh in the Town of Dubuque,” * T'he plan of the house—
to be built of hewn logs 20x26 teet in the clear. ete., and cost estitate for
completing $255. The above house is built for the use of the M. E.
church, but when not occupied by said chureh shall ho open for divipe
service by other Christian denominations, and may be used forv a common
school at the discretion of the trustees.” Two of the Fonur we knew well,
John Johnson and Orrin Smith. In no sense of the word was that build-
Ing a ** school house:” hence weé must look elsewhere for the ** first
school house erected in Lowa.'

Dr. Wm. R. Ross, who died a year ago in Lovilia, Monroe county,
Towa, in his address at Burlington June 1st. 1883, held in » COmMImemora-
tion of the fiftieth anniversary of the settlement of Towa,™ said that he
located at ** Flint Hills.” Burlington, in the tall of 1843, and wus COIm-
missioned first post master in the spring of 15834, (Milo 8. Prenkiss was
appointed the first postmaster in lowa at Dubuque in 1833). That in the
fall of 1833 he built two cabins on his claim west of the Park, one for a
dwellihg and also * a log eabin for a school house and fi n preaching. = =
That in 1834 he boarded Zudok C. Inghram. Who taught aschool in the log
cabin—the first school in lowa,” he adds. In this he was in error, i
having been preceded by no less than live and by three years, Later. in
reference to a letter we addressed him, he wrote that thar was a school
house built as such and used for that purpose, except on Sundays, re-
ligious services were held therein when the preacher happened that way.

Until further and better Proof is presented we must decide in
favor of Burlington as having erected the lirst (a log) school house in
lowa.

[n the early summer of 1840 the Stockhiolders (of whom we were one)
under and by virtue of * an act to incorporate the Bloomington (Museca-
tine) Education Society,” approved December 31, 1839, erected a large
and fine frame school house and schools were kept therein. The incor-
porators were Stephen Whicker (later United States District Attorney),
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Joseph Williams (Judge of the Supreme Court), John A. Parvin (for
many years State Senator and author of the ** Reform School ** bill) and
such others as may from time to time hold stock therein.” Later we
were secretary, and the directors voted the use of the building for chureh
purposes on the Sabbath to all denominations in the order of their ap-
plication, first come first served.”

Whicker was a Presbyterian, Williams and Parvin Methodists. and
under their management in a few years that denomination bought a ma-
Jority of the stock and ruled all other denominations out and held the
exclusive occupancy of the ** school house '’ now turned into a chureh.
This compelled the Presbyterians, Catholics, Episcopalians and Bap-
tists to erect churches of sheir own. A few years later the Methodists
also built a larger and better church, when ** the old school house was
turned, as the old teacher wrote, into a livery stable. for the training of
horses, rather than enildren.”

S0, too, did Musecatine erect the first large and commodious brick
school house, and by taxation, 1850. While to Dubuque must be given
the credit of erecting the first school house in 1844 by taxation under the
provisions of the law of January 1. 1839, which provided that the legal
voters in any school district shall have the power to select a place, build
a school house and to levy a tax upon the inhabitants of the district, ete.
Dubuque, also the same year in which Musecatine erected two large
houses, built two small brick houses for schools.

Col. Benton in his report to the Legislature December 1, 1850, under
the head of *‘School Houses,” says that ** Muscatine has rather taken
the lead in the matter.” He then describes the houses, size, cost, etc.,
and adds: ** Thus a town, occupying the third rank in point of popula-
tion among those of the State, has contributed in the present year for
this single object the sum of $5,500.” That was a large sum in those
days when fairly good school houses cost only about one-tenth of that
sum.

SCHOOL LEGISLATION, 1834-38.
MICHIGAN, 1834-36.

September 6, 1834, ** An act to lay off and organize counties west of
the Mississippi river " was enacted. The counties of Dubuque, consti-
tuting a township called Julien. and Des Moines, constituting the town-
ship of Flint Hills, were created and organized a little later.

“ An Act to amend an Act to Regulate Common Schools,” was en-
acted March 23, 1835. No schools in [owa were organized under this act.
It created the office of ** Superintendent of Common Schools,” appointed
by the Governor with the consent of the Legislature. He was to take
charge of the “ school houses,” report annually their condition, the
money received, number of schools taught, and ** whatever may to him
appear necessary and proper for the advancement of education and the
interest of the school fund generally,” His salary was fixed at twenty-
five dollars per annum. So far as the “ [owa district” was conecerned,
this act remained a dead letter upon the statute book, though private
schools were taught in both counties, and we have in it a distinct recog-

nition of the ** townships,” the basis of all well established school organ-
ization.
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WISCONSIN, 1836-35,

The first act relating to schools passed by the Legislature of Wiscon-
sin. was enaeted December 9, 1836, and entitled. * An act o prevent
trespass on school lands.” This act is remarkable for its contradictory
provisious, and shows that at that early day public legislation was made
to pander to private interests and to ** eatel v tes.” It was by that act
made a ** trespass to eut down, destroy or haul from ott the sehool lands
any timber or wood of any kind. provided, the act shall not be so eon-
strued as to prohibit any person from using any of the timber on said
school land for the purposes of cultivating such land.

On the preceding day the Legislature passed ** An act to establish a
university,—to be called the * Wisconsin 1 nit ersity '—at Belmont. in
Iowa countv.” That town then had less than na popudation of one
thousand. and to-day its broad acres are devoted Lo Farming purposes
and the town vanished in mid air.

At the next session in December 1. 1837, was passed * An aet to
establish the Wisconsin University of Green Bay.” Neither of these
universities ever had more than a ptiper existence,

At the same session in January 19, 1838, was passed * An act to es-
tablish the University of the Territory of Wisconsin. at 01 near Madi-
son " (which had then been but Just laid out and made the capital of the
Territory). This was “ for the purpose ot educating youth.' and in latey
years became the *“ Wisconsin University.” in fact as well as name, and
to-day deservedly ranks among the best institutions of the Kind in the
West.

Itis a little strange. wondrons strange, indeed. that a legislature,
composed almost wholly of Eastern and many New England men.
should begin at the top and foolishly try to build downwards to the bot-
tom. At that period there were not “youth 7 of both sexes of sufticient
number and advancement to constitute a collegiate * preparatory de-
partment,” or even a ** high school,” in all the Tervitory. Still the Leg-
islature went on and the same week, January 15th, 1838 passed ** An aet
to incorporate the Du Buque Seminary. o seminary of learming for the
instruetion of both sewes in science and literature.” Of the seven tris-
tees named in the act of imncorporation, Hon. Thomas S, Wilson alone sup-
vives. This, too, as well as all of its successors. gre things of the past
and never had an existence save upon the statute book. The Legislature
continued its labors, and this time engaged m a wholesale work. and by
an * omnibus bill.” enacted the same day.** An act to establish the sey-
eral seminaries herein named.” viz -

The Ft. Madison Seminary at Ft, Madison. in Lee countv,

The West Point Seminary, of West Point. Lee county.

The [Inion Hemin;u'y of Des Moines county, at liurfiﬁgmu,

The Mt. Pleasant Seminary. of Mt. Pleasant. Henry county.

The Augusta Seminary. of Augnsti, Des Moines county.

The Farmington Seminary, of Farmington. Van Buren county,

These six seminaries, on the west side of the Mississippi river, and as
many more were incorporated on the east side of the river, and all * for
the instruction of young persons of both sexes in science and literature.™

Sam  day (a good day for seminaries) - AN act™ was passed **“to es
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tablish the Philandrian College in the town of Denmark. Des Moines
(now Lee) county. This was ** for the purpose of educating youth. open to
every religious denomination; and no person as president, professor, in-
structor or pupil shall ever be refused admission for his conscientious
persuasions in matters of religion.” @uery—Were the others more re-
strietive in the absence of all legislation than this most liberal insti-
trution ?

The last. and nuwmnbered 100, in the list of aets, also passed same
dav, January 19, 1838, was entitled.** An aet to incorporate the Daven-
port Manual Labor College.” * The object,” says the act, ** shall be the
promotion of the general interest of eduacation and to qualbity young men
to engage in the several employments and professions of society and to
discharge honorably and usetully the various duties of life.*

OF this institution of high sounding title and wide range of subjects,
the historian of *Davenport, past and present,” says : *This seheme was
i fine one, but it never amounted to anything. for two reasons—a lack of
students and a want of money.” It evinced. however. a most commend-
able desire upon the part of those engaged in it to promote eduecational
interests. Of the twenty-two trustees incorporated. all save one. Mr.
Lemnuel Parkhurst, of Le Claire, have long since deceased.

What the historian of Davenport has written. as quoted above,
might with equal propriety be placed as an epitaph over the grave of all
the institutions of learning incorporated by Wisconsin in the years 1836-
35 and located in fowa—"they never amonnted to anything, for want of
money. and at the time lack of students.™

A brighter day was however dawning and we now come to treat of
lowa proper.

IOWA, 1838—46.

The * Territory of Towa™ was organized in July (4th), 1838, and
Robert Luecas, twice Governor of Ohio, the first State created out of the
Northwestern Territory of 1787, appointed Governor. The previous
year (1837) Ohio had enacted a new school law. and under it Samuel
Lewis, of Cineinnati, President of the Board ot Trustees of Woodward
College. was elected first superintendent of public schools. We had
been a clerk in his office and an assistant editor of the ** Ohio Common
School Dirvector,” a monthly periodical issued from his office and de-
voted to common school education. We were also the first private sec-
retary of GGovernor Lueas, and know whereof we affirm when we (quote
their language and sentiments upon educational subjects.

Mr. Lewis in his first report, submitted to the Legislature January,
I838, says: “The legal foundation of common schools in this State
(Ohio), tand the same may be said with equal truth of Iowa) may be laid
in the ordinance of (‘ongress passed in 1787, providing for the govern-
ment of the Territory, of which Ohio formed a part. In that document
certain great principles were laid down, which must of necessity be in
corporated into the constitution of the States. The third article has
these words: * Religion, morality and kuoeledge being necessary to
good government and the happiness of mankind., schools and the means of
ellucation shall forever he encouraged.” This became the common as
well as the written law of the land, and has been incorporated into the
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constitutions of the new States as well as those of the old Northwest
ern Territory, lowa belonging to the former class.

Governor Arthur St. Clair, the first Governor, in his first message to
the Legislature of the Tervitory of Onio in 1799. uses this language :
“The beuefits that result from early education and due instruction in
the principles of religion, are of immense value to every country. and
are, 100, obvious that an attention to them for the rising generation
should be pressed upon you.”™ All the action of that period, as well as
most of their successors in Towa, sleep with their fathers, but they have
left us a rich inheritance,

Grovernor Robert Lineas, of lowa, in his first message, thirty-nine
years later, quotes the 12th section of the act of Congress. establishing
the Territory, whieh extended 1o Iowa all the privileges received by the
ordinances of 1787 to the States of this Northwestern Territory.
““The inhabitants of the said territory [of Iowa] shall be entitled to all
the rights and immunities heretofore granted and secured to the Terri-
tory of Wisconsin and to its inhabitants.” It had been enacted in the
original act creating the Territory of Wisconsin that “ The inhabitants
of said territury shall be entitled to and enjoy, all and singnlar, the rights,
privileges and advantages granted and secured to the people of the terri-
tory of the U. S. northwest of the Ohio river by the articles of compact
contained in the ordinances for the government of the said territory,
passed on the 13th day of July, 1787.” So Iowa became a child by adop-
dion of that eelebrated ordinance next to the constitution of the U. S. of
1780 and of the Declaration of Independence of 1776. the most remark:i-
ble political paper ever penned by mortal man. Under and by virtue of
it **Sehools and the means of education shall ever be encouraged.” In
order to give efliciency to these provisions. Governor Lucas (as Gov. St.
Clair, of Ohio, had before him), in his flrst message to the Legislature,
read by him in person, on the 12th day of November, 1838, distinetly and
foreibly recommended the “organization of townships. as without proper
township regulations it will be extremely difficult. if not impracticable, to
establish a regular school system. In this flrst State paper, under the
newly organized government of Iowa, do we find the towenship systeni
recognized and enforced as the basis of a school organization.

The Governor then adds: “There is no subject to whieh I wish to
call your attention more emphatiecally than the subject of establishing at
the commencement of our political existence a well digested system of
<common schools,” ete. s

It may be,as it has been truly said. that “‘the legal foundation of com-
mon schools™ in Lowa was 1aid i the ordinance of 1787 the organic Act
of Lowa, 1838, and the Governor's message of the same year.

The Committee of the House “On Common Sehools,” through its
Chairman, Dr. Gideon S, Bailey, of Van Buren County, reported House
File No. 6, on the 22d of November, and on the 1st day of January, 1839,
the new year recorded the approval of “*An Act providing for the estab-
lishment of Common Schools.”” Some of the provisions of that Act are
tainted with the eolored views of ante-bellum times. Schools were to
be established and opened free for every class of white citizens between
the ages of four and twenty-one. The Governor's sensible views as to
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the “township system™ were not carvied out, hut the distyict system un-
fortunately substituted. from which “‘grevious error' i touk the State
long vears to escape, and it is not even now wholly Ivee from its pernicions
effects. The law provided for the levying and collection of 4 tax for “the
establishment and support of schools,™ and also “to build sehool honises, ™
Under this last provision the City of Dubuque was the flvst distriet. in
the year 1844, to levy such tax for the building of a sehool house-—~hereto-
fore they had been built by private enterprise. That Act was No. 40, and
No. 41 was an Act comprising grants of property made for the encourage-
ment of edueation.”

So far as paper actssere o meerned the new tervitory was not only
committed but set out in the right line of educational work., The only
drawback was “the want of money and lack of students.” Children of
school age not otherwise employed were so searoe that in a town of 100
people there was but one child. and o prevent lim from being lost in the
bushes his mother tied a small bell about his neck., Ayl even after the

erection of the first school house. which, in its day, was the largest

only frame school louse in  the territory, we remember having

gathered wild strawberries in the streets. The Legislature as well
as the people were, however. in earnest in their efforts to edn-
cate the coming generation, and so incorporated Seminaries of Learn-
ing at Wapello, Louisa County; Fort Madison and  West Point,
Lee County; Burlington and Augusta, Des Moines County; Farmington,
Bentonsport and Keosanqua, Van Buren County: Rockingham and Dav-
enport, Scott County; and Dubuque. It would reqiire an antiguarian
with surveyor and his compass and chain at this date to tflnd some of
those seats of learning of {fifty veurs ago.  Some of them, like Jonah’s
gourd, came up at night, flourished tor a Season, very brief one, and
withered with the rising of the sun. All of these were included in an
“Omnibus Act,” approved January 23 1839, The West Point Academy
was successtully maintained for several years, being located in a rich
farming country, peopled largely by eastern people, to whom education
was the bread of life. But that, too, ceased when the Common School
system had a loeal habitation, as well as g naine.

The importance, however, of that early und first move toward the es-
tablishiment of Common Schools should not e overlooked, and eannot be
too highly appreciated, for people thereby became committed to the work
and ceased not till the Common Sehool System

of Towa, through their owen
efforts, became one of the hest in all the land,

It has been often remarked that “we are the heirs of all ages.” Yet
the saying is far from being the case. The
through muech of the experience which the discoverer went through. We
have learned from an examination of our historical educational experi-
ence that the people of Towa had Lo go through very mueh of the experi-
ence of the people of Ohio and the older States before we succeeded in es-
tablishing such a system of Common Sehools as should prove adequate to
the wants of our people and the age in which we live. Nor has this yet

heir of a truth must go
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been wholly attained, because the remains of the old “district’ vet crowds
out the “township system,” in some localities. Gov. Licas was right. and it
had heen better had his advice bheen followed, as “*without proper township
regulations it will be extremely difficult, if not impracticable to establish reg-
ular system of Common Schools, ™

At the second session of our Territorial Legislatore, convened in Novem-
ber, 1839. “An Act to incorporate the Bloomington (Musecatine) BEducation So-
ciety,” was passed Dee. 31, “*Stephen Whicher. Joseph Williams. J. A. Par-
vin and such others as may from time to time hold stock therein,” were author-
ized to build a school house. Under and by virtue of this Aect, during the sum-
mer of 1840, the stockholders erected a large and commodious school house.

1840, January 16, the Legislature passed a second Act. this time “"to estab-
lish,™ instead of as before “‘providing for the establishment™ of a system of
Common Schools. This Act. with subsequent amendments, constituted the
sehwool legislation of the territorial period—1838—46.

During this same session, viz: 1841, J anuary 13, “An Act was passed cre-
ating the office of Superintendent of Public Instruction.” The law provided
that the Governor should nominate and the Council (Senate) approve of the
nomination. The Governor immediately tendered the appointment to T. S.
Parvin., who had been his private secretary, and whose views and knowledge of
the subject he had learned when preparing his first message. The appointment
was declined, and then tendered to Dr. William Reynolds, who had but Very
recently come to the territory, and located at a place he and others had laid out
and named Columbus City, Louisa County. His appointment was confirmed
by the Council (of which the writer was secretary) though a prominent member
eriticised the nomination saying the nominee was “a traveling lecturer with a
magic lantern, and a new comer.” The Doctor was. however, a gentleman of
education from the East. hut wholly unacquainted with the West and her peo-
ple. Ie, however. did what he could under the circumstances. We are en-
joined by the limitation of space from any analysis of that law, which may be
excused, as to a large extent it proved a dead letter upon the statute book.

The Superintendent submitted a report to the next Legislature. which con-

vened at Towa City the 6th of December. 1841, As we know of no other copy
of that report than the one in the possession of the writer, a hrief synopsis of it
may be proper. It bears date December 20th. a1 COVers some ten 8 vo. pages.
The law creating the office made it his duty to submit a report “exhibiting the
condition of the primary school fund : of the primary schools, and such other
matters relating to his office and the public schools as he may think proper, ete.
And that he be enjoined to use every exertion to effect an inmnediate organiza-
tion of the primary school system in accordance with the laws of the territory
of January 1, 1839, and January 16, 1840. Those laws had been passed in an-
ticipation of realizing a school fund at no distant day from the national govern-
Jnent. But those anticipations were not realized till the territory beeame 2
State, in the winter of 1846,

The Superintendent reported that some of the Counties had not even been
divided into townships, hence no distriets had been organized or school officers
elected; that complaints had been made that “*the law was hard to understand, ™
whereupon he recommended some moditication of its provisions. He recom-
mended legislation terrding to the ereation of a permanent school fund. and
discussed the propriety of providing for *‘compulsory education,” even at that
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early day. He added that the territory was settling with such astonishing
rapidity that the Legislature should take el ¥ steps more efficiently to organ-
ize schools in the territory, This document possesses great interest from its
statement of difficulties encountered. suggestions made, as well as from the fact
that it was the first report of the state of pubile edueation for lowa.

The Legislature evidently, however, felt that the creation of the office had
been premature, and the Committee on Education in the Senate was directed
to report upon the subject. That Committee. through its Chairman. Dr. G, N~
Bailey. of Van Buren County, a man well informed liberal in his views, re-
ported adversely to its repeal. and gave some forcible reasons in stipport of his
views. The law was, however. repealed. and the office abolished Fehruary 17.
1842, and the most important officer in our early educational system proved to
be only *“a yearling.™

In addition to the two foreible reasons assigned by the superintendent why
the laws enacted had proved failures.—the want of proper township organiza-
tion and the lack of a school fund.—there wopre others we know not of as being
contemporary of those times.

The territory was very sparsely settled, the people coming from all parts of
the Union. were not homogeneous, and they were poor.  In all the territory no
man was known then as being worth the sum of twenty thousand dollars. he
The settlers had sought a home in the new territory to better theiv condition.
They had come from afar by land. traveling with their own tewms. and had
first to seek a shelter and make a home, The lands of a large portion of the
territory had not been surveyed. and of those that had but a smal part had
been brought into market. for no lands were subject to entry till first Pro-
claimed for sale at the public land sales. The people were only elaim:ants. or
squatters., as styled in conversation and in print. Many of these elaimants had to
borrow money at most fearful rates of interest of the lad sharks and “money
‘changes™ from abroad. The farmers had no market for Lhe little raised in those
times which sorely tried men’s souls. Wheat was the staple grain. and bt little
corn raised because too bulky to haul,and the nearest railroad was east of Det roit,
and the river was closed several months each vear. | 1843, the writer went to
house-keeping on his own account. and paid the following sums for the articleg
named: horse, $45.00; cow and calf, $10.00: oats and corn, per bushel, 16 and
124 cents: hay, prairvie, $2.00 per ton: wheat only 31 10 385 ets per bushel. and
pork, dressed, $1.25 per ewt. And let it be horne in mind that these articles
were of the ve y best quality of their Kind. and all things else in proportion.
The people could not, had they so desired. paid a school tax. and the long
sought grant of land and surveys for school burposes came not till Lows beoHis
a State.

Yet mid all these trials and deprivations in every settlement and commu-
nity large enough, the people with wise forethought, and anticipating the needs
of the future, built the log school house and employed the best teachers accessi-
ble to them. Dr, I{E}'l]nld_ﬂ complained that good and competent teachers could
not be had. AS late as 1853 the writer imported three for the school at Musea-"
tine, and all from L#m Normal School at AMbany, New York., The salaries paid
them, as gathered from the [th]{ﬁll.ﬁﬂ report of that year, was. the Principal
of the graded :-:L:'Iuml $500.00 for ten months: assistants, first $250.00, second
$200.00, and the third $150.00, but a litt]e in exeess of sums paid in some of our
best schiools of to-day—as that was in its day—per month. Need it be wonder-
ed at then, now that the people of Towa did not in the years preceding our
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Statehood, organize and maintain publie schools, as provided by the laws of an
earlier date.

In later years it has been reported by competent authority that the Towa
school system was a compound of those of Massachusetts, New Y ork and Ohio,
and more of the latter than of either of the former. The greatdifficulty at that
period felt in the framing of a suitable law was owing in part to the entire ab-
sence from the territorial library of the statutes of the several States. They
could not be purchased, and Iowa had none of her own to exchange. Another
was to adapt any law to the diverse views of a people from so many States and
conntries.

In the last year of Towa’s pupilage, however, the legislature on January 15,
1846, provided by law for the “‘assessment of school tax’, but the amount only
partly met the demands, and a personal assessment had to be levied upon the
patrons of the school till early in the fifties, when the teachers and officers of
the Muscatine school, with G. B. Dennison, then a teacher at the head, secured
an enactiment meeting the emergencies of the case.

With the last aet, in January. 1846, all school legislation ceased for the ter-
ritory.

STATE OF I0WA—1846-"58.

A Constitutional Convention had been held October 7. 1844, and a Constitu-
tion adopted. but rejected by the people because of opposition to the boundaries
imposed by Congress—a west line from the mouth of the Minnesota (then St.
Peter’s) river, and south through the Racoon forks of the Des Moines river to
the north line of the State of Missouri.

The Second Constitutional Convention was held at Iowa City, May 10, 1846,
and the Constitution it adopted was ratified by the people August 3. 1846.

Congress passed an Aet providing for the admission of Iowa into the Union
December 28, 1846. This date is therefore (and uot that of A ugust, as often
erroneeusly printed) the true date of our Statehood.

Article IX. of that Constitution, entitled ** Education and School Lands.”
provided, Section 1, that ** The General Assembly (for by this name the Legis-
lature is henceforth to be styled) shall provide for the election by the peuple of
a Superintendent of Publie Instruction,” ete. Section 2. ** The General As-
sembly shall encourage by all suitable means the promotion of intellectual.
scientific. moral and agricultural improvement.”

The s:lly statement published widely over the State, in very recent years,
that Iowa had no “ school system ™ till after the adoption of the present.Con-
stitution in 1857; that during all those intervening years, more than a decade,
while the population had inereased from one to tive hundred thousand people
that our people wonld turn a deaf ear to this authoritative constitutional dec-
laration, seems too absurd to need refutation. And the equally false state-
ment that “Hon. Horace Mann (then of Ohio),is the father of the Iowa school
system,’ we shall refute later in this paper.

This same section 2 further provides that ** the proceeds of all lands that
have been or hereafter may be granted by the United States to this State for
the support of schools, * also that *the five huudred thousand acres of land
granted to the new States, under an act of Congress distributing the proceeds
of the publie lands among the several States of the Union. approved i 18417
also ** Such per cent [five] as may be granted by Congress on the sale of lands
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In this State, shall remain a perpetual fund. Appropriated only 1o the support
of common schools throughout the State. "

section 3. “The General Assembly shall [and we shull see that among its
tirst acts it did] provide for a System of common sthonls,” " pte.. ete.

The Act of Congress providing for the admission of lowa into the Union
provides that * section numbered sixteen in ey Ery township of the publie lands,
shall be granted to the State for the use of schools ;™ alse, that * Five Per cent
of the net proceeds of sales of all public lands Iving within the suid State, shall
be appropriated to the State,” ete,

The first General Assembly of the new State convened at lowa City in
December, 1846, and its first act was entitled Chapter 1. School Fund.* and
approved December 14. of that year. Chapter 99 is entitled “Common Schools,™
and this act, which is declared in its title to be USupplemental and amendatory
to that of January 16, 1840, provides for the election, (as provided for in the
Constitution) of « State Superintendent of ublie Tnstruction @1 the next
township election [which occurred April 5, 1847.] In this law of nine pages
provision is made for the erection and organization of sehoo distriets. eleetion
of directors and defining their duties, raising of moneys and building of school
liouses, inspection of schools, reecipt and disbursement of the school fund, ex-
amination (by the nspectors) of teichers, levying of taxes tor the support of
schools, defining the duties of Ntate Superintendent, whose office was estab-
lished permanently at the seat of BOvernment, proper control ot the school
fund of the State, and to report annmally to the Geperal Assembly, stating
fully and minutely no less than seven important matters touching his office and
the progress of the schools. The Schooll Fund ¢ mmissioners of egeh county
had the management of the county share of public moneys, and had to report
to the Superintandent In some nine par iculars. carefuily guarding the funds,
and providing for the best iuterests of the schools.

In this law the township was not then nor before nor sinee made the aliso-
lute basis of Lhe SVstem, as recommended h}' Grovernors _Lumm_ Grin]es_ and
the Superintendents, Nor was the system of county superintendency engraft-
ed upon the system. nor vet that of graded schools and teachers institutes, the
outgrowth of Iater laws and recommendations, These were wisely provided
for and ably enforeed by the Commissioners on Revision of the Laws, Mann
and Dean, in 1857, A further act was passed (e salie session. and approved

February 25, 1847, Providing more fully for the + Hanagement and distribution
of the School Fund.»

At the next session. Jannary 25, 1848, an act was passed to authorize a Dis-
trict Sehool tax, *both for the support of schools and the building of school
Lionses, ™

1847, April 5th the first election under the new comstitution was held for
the election of a Statc Superiutendent of Publie [nstruetion. The candidates
were Hon. Charles Mason of Burlington. then Chief Justice of the State Court,
and Professor (afterwards Senator) Harlan, of Mt Pleasant. The latter was.
or had been Professor and President of the M €thodist College at Towa City, and
then removed to Mt. Pleasant. An educator of Pleasing address and great abil-
ity, as well as a popular Speiker, he canvassed the State, while his competitor,
equally learned and able. but Jess Of a public man, remained at home and
was left behind in the race for office, The Democerats, who had carried the
election for State oflicers, through the Secretary of State. Hon. Klisha Cutler,
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Jr.. brought suit. and had the election deeclared null and void. for the reason
that the proclamation had not been published in accordance with law. Super-
intendent Harlan, however, filed his bond, and at the next General Assembly
made a report. This documeut. of such great interest under the cireumstances.
we have been unable to find, and is the only one so farin demand we have not
found in our eollection ef Territorial and State documents.

1848, April 3. Hon. Thos. Benton, Jr., of Dubuque, was elected and con-
tinued most ably to fill the otfice for several years. He. too, was an educator,
and had taught in Dubugne as early as the spring of 1837, and succeeding years
the first **Classical Sehool in [owa.” Superintendent Benton set himself earn-
estly at work toeffect as thorough and efficient an organization of the school
system as possible under the law of the previous year. He submitted his, and
the first State report. on the condition of the *Schools and School Lands.” from
which the most eusual reader, if not prejudiced. may see that Lowa had in
December (4), 1848, a ~"School system” in full operation, and doing a grand work
at that date in educating the “‘youth ot both sexes in the State.” By his re-
commendations and suggestions of amendments to the existing laws. and incor-
poration of new features in future laws, he showed not only a mastery of the
subject, but anpticipated many of the most important provisions and improve-
ments recommended later by others,who have received the credit justly his due.

The subjects presented and discussed in this report are the formation of
distriets: organization of school districts; examination of teachers; employment
ot teachers: location of school houses; county school tax: sale of school lands.—
and another topic. which he capitalized ** The School Law.” Under this head
he recommended “*the repeal of the present law and the passage of a new one.”

The General Assembly seems to have entertained the same view of the im-
perfections of the existing law, as it passed a new law of thirteen pages. enti-
tled = An act to establish a system of common sehools.” In addition to the im-
provement of the provisions of the old, this new law provided for the examina-
tion and recommendation by the Superintendent of a ‘‘series of text books. to
be used in the schools™; the loaning of the school fund, to bring interest upon
it: providing for school libraries; exempting from taxation for school purposes.
the property, real and personal, of blacks and mulattos—for the reason. though
not stated, that at that date persons of color were denied admission to the pub-
lie sehools. At this session an act was passed “"to establish 'NORMAL SCHOOLS’
for the education of common senool teachers™ at Andrew. (Jackson county),
Oskaloosa and Mt Pleasant.”

In his report the succeeding year, received December 2, 1850, the Superin-
tendent announced that he had divided the State, as provided by this law, into
three districts, and appointed the trustees who had been recommended by the
people of the respective counties in such distriets. The Normal School at An-
drew, however, was the only one organized and opened, that on the 21st of
November, 1849 with Prof, Samuel Pray as principal, and Miss Julia S. Dorr,
assistant. The course of instruction being similar to that of the New York
Normal School at Albauy, which later furnished a number of the most efficient
Of our teachers.

Thirty-two counties were now organized, though in some of them districts
only in part, judging from the reports of the county oflicers organized.

The University had not yet nor for some time was it opened to students.
though an ineipient organization had been effected and trustees elected.
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“Phonetics’ and phonetic printing seems (o have at that early date (1850)
attracted the attention of the superintendent and teachers. und in 1856 and
later years became a hobby and rvidden todeath in the State Tenchers™ Associa-
tion, for of late years we hear no more of it in our “school system. °

TEACHERS’ INSTITUTES.—Col. Benton dwells quite al length upon this sub-
ject, and traces their history East, He then adds: © An institute of this
character was organized a few years ago composed of the leachers of the miner-
al region of lllinois. Wisconsin and lowa. One of itssessions was held at Du-
buque. An Association of Teachers has also been formed 1 the county of Hen-
ry.”! Herecommended (and let it be noted) seven yvewrs hefore the proposed re-
vision of Messrs. Mann and Dean, that these [nstitates. State and District, be
held annually, and that the General Assembly appropriate at least $50.00 for
the support of each.

This whole report, which for that period was very voluminons, is replete
with valuable suggestions and recommendations to the General Assembly,
school officers and teachers.

As this is the first mention and introduetion of the subject of **Teachers’
Institutes” and ** Teachers Associations,.” the subjeets demand, from their great
importance, and the great influence they have exerted upon the eduacational
work in lowa, a more extended notice.

A Teachers’ lustitute (the first no doubt in the west) was hield at Chicago
in the month of Oectobtr, 1846, conducted by Rev. salem Town aud others of
the State of New York., J. L. Pickard, then teaching an academy at Platve-
ville Wisconsin, was in attendance upon that institute, and under the impe-
tus then given the subject, he and others organized an association ealled **The
Mining Region Teachers’ Association.” Meetings were held at Platteville,
Galena and Dubuque alternately in 1847, 1845 and 1849, This lust institute was
held in April of the latter year, conducted by Professor Piekard, Thomas H.
Benton, Jr., F. E. Bissell, an attorney and one of the Commissioners of Revi-
sion in 1857; Hon. Lincoln Clark, later member of Congress:; lHon. Benjamin M.
Samuels, candidate for Governor in 1856, and 'rofessor Chandler Childs. of
Dubuque, Principal of the High Schoolin 1856. Professor Pickard and his co-
workers coutinned that institute for several dayvs, and made 1t quite a success.

In the summer of 1554, Professor Jonathau Piper held a suceessful institute
at Troy, Davis county, where he was then teaching in an academy, and later at
other places in the neighboring counties, From this time forward these pri-
vate institutes were held.

CouNTY TEACHERS™ INSTITUTES.—The first of which we lind any published
record was held at Tipton, Cedar county, in December, 1856. Of this P. Le
Boynton was President. and Professor C. C. Nestlerode, Prineipal of the Union
School, the conductor. This was continued, and sueh County Institutes were
held the sncceeding year at Oskaloosa, and various other cities.

STATE TEACHERS' INSTITUTE,—The first was held in connection with the
Towa State Teachers’ Association’s fifth session at Dabuque, April. 1857, and
conducted by Protessor D. If. Wells. President.

STATE PuBLiCc TEACHERS' INSTITUTES.—These were first held under and
by permission of the school law of 1858,

NorMAL INsSTITUTES.—The first was held at Oskaloosa in the summer of
1867, under the auspices of J. F. Everetr, County Superintendent: Professor
Jonathan Piper, conductor, and several other leading teachers of that and
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neighboring counties. This institute was continued through five weeks, and
proved a great success. The enrollment was about seventy. Following this
Professor E. H. Ely, of Independence. held a suceessful Normal Institute for
several weeks at that place in the summer of 1862,

TEACHERS™ ASsOCIATIONS—County of Henry. The first county teachers’
association was held in Henry county in 1850. This eontinued for many years.
Professor Howe, of Mt. Pleasant, one of the leading educators of that period,
was the principal officer and leader in it. Ex-Governor Newbold in 1853 became
a leading spirit in it also. In 1856 one was organized in Cedar county.

IowA STATE TEACHERS’ AssoCIATION—Was organized at Muscatine, May
10, 1854. (1)

Pursuant to a call signed by Professor D. F. Wells, of the Muscatine
Schools, and seventeen others. a number of teachers and educators assembled
at the Court House, and organized the *"Iowa State Teachers’ Association.”
adopted a constitution, and elected the following officers:

President—Hon. J. A. Parvin, Muscatine.

Vice-President—Rev. Daniel Lane, Davenport.

Recording Secretary—D . Franklin Wells, Muscatine.

Correspouding Secretary—Rev. Samuel Newbury, Dubuque.

Treasurer—Prof. G, W. Drake, Oskaloosa.

Executive Committee—Rev. Samuel Newbury, Dubuque; G. B. Dennison,
Muscatine; Rev. W. W. Woods, lowa City; Prof. D, S. Sheldon, Davenport;
Prof. H. K. Edson, Denmark.

The Association adjourned to meet at Towa City, on Wednesday, the 27th
of December 1854,

Prof. Edson was not present at that first meeting, though he attended many
subsequent ones. Atfter leaving the “*Denmark Academy.” which he made the
“first among its equals’ among the educational institutions of [owa, he became
a mewber of the faculty of Iowa College, at Grinnell, where he labors with the
zeal born of the love of a profession to which he has devoted his life. (ieo. B.
Dennison still lives at Muscatine, and, while no longer a teacher, has lost none
of the mterest he then felt in the eause of common school education. His wife,
nee Mary Lyon, with ourself, were among the members who on that day organ-
1zed the Association which has done much indeed to advance the cause of pop-
ular education in Iowa. We were then President of the Muscatine Board of
Directors, and Miss Lyon. with Prof. Wells, were of our corps of teachers. It
15 sud to relate that all the others named as educators who “builded, that
day, wiser than they kuew,”” have all passed from their labors.

(1). NorE—Frof. Enos, Editor, in the *Voice of Towa,"” .J uly, 1857, in publishing an
*Abstract of Proceedings of the State Educational Conveuation, beld at Iowa City, June 16 —
18; 1866,"" has this foot note: “*An organization had existed prior to thistime under the name
ot the lowa State Teachers Associution, but had become inoperative.” —[ Ed.

In an address on *'Self Culture,” delivered by Prof. Wells before the association at
Tipton in 1860, we find on page 15, this reference: “The first State Teachers Association in
lowa was organized at Muscatine in May, 1854, and a subsequent mectine held at lowa City
in December,” ete. But inasmneh as the newspapers containing the only copy of these
procecdings had long since been lost or destroyed, and the volumes of the Voice became,
what few coples were preserved, shelved, all trace of the early history of the association
had been lost, It was only on the Saturday preceding the last meeting (December 26, 1858),

that I found the copy of the paper containing the first, and a fortnight later that of the see-
ond, session.
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SECOND SESSION—DECEMBER 27-28, 1854.—The Assoeiation met pursnant
to adjournment, and held its sessions in the Representative Hall. evenings,
and Presbyterian church during the days. President. Hecording and Cor-
responding Secretaries, Chairman of Executive Committee, with many other
teachers and friends of education, present. Many of the members of the Leg-
1slature (which was in session) attended the evening sessions.

The list of members is not given, buf of those who tonk part in the discuss-
ion upon the subject of “Graded Schools,” are given as follows: Rev. Dr. Ww.
W. Woods, Dr. Wm. Reynolds, Jas. G. Hill. and Prof Wells, of Towa City:
Revs. Samuel Newbury and Jerome Allen. of Dubugue; Samuel Howe, of Mt.
Pleasant; J. L. Enos, of Cedur Rapids, and a Mr. Crew—whom we do not. re-
collect, and concerning whom we can learn nothing.

In the evening Hon. J. A. Parvin, President, delivered “An Address on
the Necessity of Universal Education,” which was published by the Associa-
tion in a pamphlet of fifteen octavo pages. A copy of the address lies before
us as we write. An address was also delivered by Prof. Jerome Allen. of Al-
exander College. Dubuque; subject, " Ttility of Chemistry,”

Rev. Samuel Newbury, of Dubuque, also delivered an address, but the sub-
Ject is not stated in the minutes and we do not remember it.

Copies of these two were also requested for publication, but, if published,
we do not recollect to have ever possessed or seen them.

The Association adjourned to meet at Davenport on the first Tuesday (4th
day) in September next, 1855,

The session was not held then and there, as we learn from a letter of re-
cent date from Geo. B. Dennison. a member of the Executive Committee. e
attended, but there was not a quorum, owing to the fact. Le writes, that the
meeting had not been “advertised”—with a little printer’s ink **it might have
been" quite different.

EDUCATIONAL CONVENTION.—Under this title we have an abstraet of the
proceedings of educators, held at Iowa City. June 16, 17 and 18. published in
the *“Voice of Towa,” Vol. 1. July, 1857. Among the names given we recog-
nize several of those present at the first and second sessions,

since the meetings have been held regularly and the proceedings with few
exceptions published. though the Association possesses no com plete copy., nor
any one, so far as we can learn. “What is worth doing is worth doing well,”
and this means preserve and publish tor use the proceedings in full.

SCHOOI, LEG [SLATION RESUM ) 9 B

An extra session of the Legislature was held = lowa City, July 2, 1856.
Gov. Grimes, in his message, “recommended that three competent persons be
selected to revise all the laws on the subjeet of schools and school lands.

I'he Legislature embodied fis “recommendations” into a law. which he ap-
proved . July 14, 1856, which provided that “there shall be three Commissioners
appointed,  *  *  whoge duty it shall be to revise and improve the school
laws of Towa, and report,” &e. “Said Commissioners shall be appointed by the
Governor.”  For their servic > “the Commissioners were to receive four dollars
per day for each day’s attendance on sald Board.”

Gov. Gl‘iﬂflﬁﬂ appointed Hon. Horace Mann. of Ohio. Amos Dean (Chan-
aellor of the State University of Iowa) of New York, and F. E. Bissell, an at-
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torney of Dubuque, and later Attorney (General of the State Commissioners to
report a revision and improvement of the existing school laws of the State.
This subject. in connection with the execution of a proper geonlogical survey of
the State, were near to the Governor’s heart. and he desired that they might
sspecially signalize his administration, hence he watched the progress of this
work with unusual interest.

At the succeeding and regular session, which also convened at Iowa City,
on the 3d of December, the Governor reported in his annual message that, in
complianee with the law, “*he had appointed AT A (the three per-
sons named above) Commissioners to revise the school laws of Towa.”

The same month the commissioners submitted their report. peari ng this
title, **Report of the Commissioners of Revision of the School Laws.” The
report covers twelve pages, and is signed Horace Mann, Amos Dean. Commis-
sioners. We have an original copy before us. and quite a synopsis thereof.
The commissioners *‘deeply regret the inability of the other com missioner, Mr.
Bissell, to render his services,” ete. *“They found the previous legislature of
the State upon this great suhject in the main. judicious in its provisions., but
fragmentary in its character, lacking in general aims, and entirely wanting in
unity or completeness.” * The results of their labors were embodied in the act
or acts [bill] herewith presented.”” The committee then suceinetly present the
principles, four in number, upon which they proceeded” in the preparation of
the work. 1. Every youth in Iowa is entitled to receive an education in the
elements of knowledge. 2. Education to be snceessful must become a distinet
and separate pursuit and business. 3. That as property, material wealth, owes
1ts existence to mind, it ought in return to furnish adequate means by which
the intellect and moral power of the State can be brought out and developed.
4. That to complete a perfect system of education three elements are NeCessary
—the organizing, financial and educational. Then each of these three are dis-
cussed and amptified, concluding with the distinet and specific presentation of
the truth that they eannot regard any system of public instruetion as complete
without some liberal provision for institutions of learning higher than the
primary school. Their *Bill” makes provision for such higher grade schools,
topping out with the State University, as the head of the common school Sys-
tem.

The commissioners themselves show, but too plainly. that their work was
only a revision, and not a system de noro. Would that it had been the latter.
They report a continuance of the “district organization” against their convie-
tions, and only in deference to “‘the existing state of things.” *“Their own set-
convietions are” (like those of Governor Lueas in 1838, and every enlightened
educator since). **that the whole district system, as stated in the bill. should be
promptly discontinued, and that of making the CIvVIL TOWNSIIP distriet,sub-
stituted in its place.”

The commissioners then present no less than twelve good and sufficient
reasons in support of their views. So tenacious were the commissioners that
they drafted two hills.one based upon the “*district.” the other upon the ““town-
ship™ system. The entire system reported seeks the attainment of three leading
objects. 1. To render as universal as possible the system of common school in-
struetion. 2. To offer facilities in higher instruction for a more advanced
style of culture: and 8. To animate every youthful mind and encourage to ef-
fort by holding out this higher style of cunlture as a reward for good conduct,
strict application and scholar-like attainments.” To these wise. uniform and
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beneficient ends the hills prepared by them fully tendwl.  Bat, alas! in that, as
in every legislative body, there were “many men of many minds.” each think-
ing he knew better than the ¢ immission=rs, whose lives had been devoted and
consecrated to the cause of public education.

At the suggestion of Governor Grimes, Hon. J. B Grinnell, of Poweshiek
county, was in the Senate made chairman of the committee on education, and
to the support of the bill he lent his best efforts.  But he was in his voting eap-
acity but one of the fifty to pass upon the labors of the commissioners. Mr.
Grinunell was by education, taste habits and pursuits of life an earnest edoneat-
or, and what he has done for his county and city and lowa College he would
gladly have done for the State of Iowa, given it an educational system worthy
the great State, often called the ** Massachnsetts of the West,” but only in ref-
erence to its great educational syvstem and work.

* Parturiunt montes, nascetur vidiculus mus. The lowa Legislature of 1856,
with the grandest opportunity, ever enjoyed by a legislative body in the State,
of doing the greatest amount of good to the greatest number and at the least
cost, turned a deaf ear to the charmer and adjourned-—having passed an aet of
a few pages, with imperfections upon its head, styled (a2 misnomer) **An act for
the better protection of public schools in eities, Lowns,” ete,, but overlooking
wholly the *‘rural districts.”

Governor Grimes in his message December 12, 1855, says: I again call
your attention to the revision of the sehool Iaws of this State, as prepared and
submitted to the late General Assembly by Messrs, Mann and Dean. It ean
safely be said that the general provisions of that report meet the approval of
the friends of education in the State. Indeed the report was acceptable to a
large majority of the members of the last General Assembly, but failed to be
enacted into a law, for reasons not connected with the report itself.”” For the
sake of continurty of narrative we have anticipated, and must return to the

THIRD CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
which convened at [owa City. January 19, and adjonrned March 5.1857. The

constitution adopted by the convention was ratified by the people August 3,
1857, which is still the **organic law™ of lowa.

Article9, Education and School Lands, of this last is more full in its pro-
visicns than that of the former constitution. It embraces a rovel feature,
nick-named at the time. of “*a wheel within a wheel,” or the ** Legislature 1m-
ber two.” It declares that ~*The educational interests of the State, including
common schools and other educational institutions shall be under the man-
agement of a *Board of E lucation ' The Lieutenant Governor was a4 mem-
ber and the presiding officer of the board, while the Governor was ez officio also
a member.

This anomalous body might, indeed would no doubt have worked well, as
possessing less friction and more concentrated wisdom, but for the fatal provi-
sion of the constitution, providing that **all acts, rules and regulations of said
board may be altered. amended, or repealed by the General Assembly, and

when so altered, amended or repealed they shall not be re-enacted by the board
of education.™

Under the circumstances resulting from subsequent acts of the General
Assembly, probably the wisest of the provisious of that instrument was the one
which provided that ~ At any time after 1863 the General Assembly shiall have
power o abolish or reorganize said Board of Education.” ete.
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It was **abolished™ by an act (chapter 52), passed and approved March 19°
1864, entitled under the head of **Superintendent of Public Instruction.” ““An
act to abolish the *Board of Education’ of the State of [owa, and to provide for
the election of a Superintendent of Publie Instruetion,”” ete.

This act provided for the abolishment of the office of *‘Secretary of the
Board of Education,” upon whom had devolved during its continuance the du-
ties of superintendent, and for the election of a superintendent and defining his
duties. LU also provided for the organization and support of County Teachers
[nstitutes under the supervisidn of the State Superintendent.the office of Coun-
Ly Superintendent having been created by the act of 1858,

EARLY EDUCATIONAL CENTERS.

In the territorial decade 1838-46, when there was no government aid in
support of common schools; no “educational fund” t» maintain them:; and
when those ealled public were supported in the main by a pro rata tax assessed
upon the patrons, there were but a few educational centres. But from Lhose
few there went out a light thau ere long lighted up the whole area of the new
State.

The first and oldest of these centres was in Lee county, and in the neigh
borhood of the old Indian village, where in 1830 (he young pedagogue Jennings
was “lord of all he surveyed.” At West Pownt an | Denmuark, the latter a class-
1¢ name in our educational history, academies were organized prior even to the
organization of the territory of Towa. After a few years of fitful struguzle the
former went cown to rise no more. but the latter still exists in all its atoretime
and wonted glory, for many years presided over by one ol the most advanced
and enlightened of his profession. Prof. Edson, now of lowa College, Griunell.
This institution did good service, and paved the way for the establishent of
denominational colleges, now as numerous as the groves that once dotted our
pramies. Ie had able ecoadjutors., aug 1L vur memory serves us correctly Prof.
Baritlett of the State Normal School, and president of the association in 1856,
was one of the most efficient. This enterprise was, however, “strictly private”
I its chiaracter.

AL a later day, 1856. the Zipton *Union Schools,” founded and presided
over by Prof. C. C. Nestlerode, became the ceuer of influence in educational
work.  Prof. Nestlerode was a born educator and leader. e, while visiting
ab Galena, saw the second meeting of the association advertised for December
27, 1354, at lowa City, when he walked all the way to attend it, and became so
pleased and imnterested in it and the surroundings, that he located at Tipton,
and at once set to work to “make his mark.” The impress of his labors shine
forth vpon every page of the association’s proceedings at and for several
years following the thard sessiom at Iowa City in 1856. Ie secured the State
legi~lation relative to his favorite topie. hobby™ indeed, but made the act cou-
form to, as 10 grew out of his work of “union scho-1s.” In 1858 he presided over
the association. Not fir ding himself supported as he fell be deserved. he de-
parted and retwrned to Ohro.  Iis “mistake,” and who has not made one. was
that he selected a small racher than a large tield of labor. Had he gone 1o Dav-
eénport he might have done for it what Kissell did the suce eding year. LU'rof,
Nestlerode had o few most able lieutenants, B. Le B wwnton, Wm. MeClain, Dr,

Mayuard, and others whose etlicient labors at that early day deserve **honora-
ble mentinn™” in these records.

The first and oldest public work was, however. done at Muscitine, whose
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citizens by publie tax had in 1850 erected too lavge and fine brick schiool honses,
arranged specially for the introduetion of graded school work, which was intro-
duced there as early as 1851, and ever after continued. George B, Dennison, a
native of Oneida county, New York, educated at the Whitestown Seminary,
and with some years experience as a leacher, came to Muscatine, and com-
menced his teacher’s work in the First Distriet May 12, 1851. Later 'rof. D.
F. Wells, from the same State. graduated from the Normal Sehool at Albany,
and taught a term at the old historvie Tarrytown. also came, and upon the invi-
tation of 1. 8. Parvin, president of the board of directors, and took charge in
1853 of the schools in District No. 2. Following them were M. M. Ingalls, Dr.
Goodman and others, as Hon. J. A. Parvin, first president of the State Teach-
ers’ Association, May 1854, T. S Parvin. (nephew, not brother, as often writ-
ten), both long connected with the school work there as directors, ele., were
very eflicient co-workers at that day (and later ton). Mr. Dennison was the
prime mover to dispense with the “Rate Bill'" plan upon which the sechools had
been largely run, and to substitute therefor a law to “provide for the levying of
a tax ~s0 as to make the schools free in fact as well as namne.

Dubuque, with Thomas H. Benton, Chandler Childs and others, early em-
barked in the work, and the latter became the tivst prinecipal of the first high
school established under the law.

Davenport, with Prof. Kissell, in 1857, established the first “*Training
School,” in which he was materially aided by Mrs. Magonegal, who, with him-
self, had graduated from the training school, the pioneer of this class, at Oswe-
go. New York. Following them came a host of able workers, who soon placed
the common schools of Davenport in the fore front of our schools.

Oskaloosa, Mt. Pleasant and others followed, and at the latt er in 1850 the
first county teachers associatlion was organized.

Jowa City, while not leading or even keeping pace with her neighboring
towns in the common school work, (in wich she tonk but little interest till in
1861, when Profs. Wells and Parvin were elected into the board, and gave the
schivols a new life), yet was in advanece of all other towns then and now in her
efforts in behalf of a ““higher education.” In this she was materially aided by
the State aud denominational interests, pride and a laudable ambition to serve
the public. All these efforts were inaugurated, “begun and continued™ by live
men, live teachers, whose etforts, characters and public impulses wrought upon
the puvlic mind, awakened an influence among the people, led to an improve-
ment, so much needed, in our school system, and was finally crowned with the
SUeCess now so apparent to our people and those abroad.

Prior to the presentation of the commissioners’ report on revision, and any
legislative action thereon, several new and essential features of the “Towa
school system™ had become, in  practice, through the instrumentality of the
teacuers and schiool officers of the eities, counties and State, engrafted upon it.
some of them deserves special mention here,

We have already treated of “Teachers Institutes,” local, county and State.
Of *l'eachers’ Assvciations,” county and State. Of the territorial and State
“Supenntendency of Public Instruction.” Of “*Normal Schools” established
by the State.  All of these had become a part and parcel of our school work,
and without which no system of schools would be worthy the name.

But other and equally important features had been introduced and prae-

ticed guring the yedrs 1850-°57, of which we have not spoken, but shall now, in
brief.
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GRADED SCHOOLS—COMMODIOUS SCHOOI, HOUSES,

To the suceesstul inauguration of the former the latter became a condition
precedent.  Dubuque had been the first town to erect a school house by publie
tax. bnt 1t was a small one, and not much in advance of the log sehool house of
primitive times. |

State superintendent Benton says in his report of December. 1850: *“The
town of Muscatine took the lead in this matter. It is divided (unfor-
tunately 1 think) into two distriets, in one of which (No. 2) a neat
editice has been recently completed, 40x45 teet, two stories hich, at a cost of
about $2,500. In the other district (No. 1.) (in which the writer was president
of the board of directors) a building 46x60 feet, two stories high, each story 15
feet—estimated cost #3000, was commenced and to he completed in the spring.
Both houses are construeted of brick, with a vestibule in front, and separate
apartments to the seats and desks, constructed on the most approved plan.
Thus a town occupying the third rank in point of population has contributed
#0000, [ We have the data showing that the aggregate of the two exceeded
wouble this sum.] Such enterprise must be appreciated, and cannot fail to pro-
(tuee the happiest of results.” # .

It did.and immediately, produce happy results for other towns and cities.as
Dubuque, Davenport, K't. Madison, Burlington, ete., soon followed. But the
happy result, at home, was the execution of the plan had in view by the pro-
Jectors of those enterprises—the establishment of “graded schools” in both dis-
tricts. If the division of the town into two districts was. as the superiutendent
said, *‘unfortunate™ in the perfection of the graded work. it was fortunate in
that it secured two, rather than one, good buildings, and awakened a proper
competition between the two to do good work. Greorge B. Dennison took
charge in 1851 of district No. 2, and later D, F. Wells of No. 1. each having a
suitable corps of frained teachers, from the best schools in the State of N ew
York.

This graded work was ere long introduced at Tipton, Dubuque, Davenport
and other places,and has ever since been the corner-stone of our school system.,

HIGH SCHOOLS.

In this Dubuque led the way, and in 1856 organized the first **High Sehool,”
Prof. Samuel M. Chase being the first “principal.” The next vear I'rof. A. S.
Kissell, later president of the association in 1861 and State superintendent in
1868, established the high school of Daveuport, and also a ** Tyraining School for
Teachers.”” with Mus. Magonegal (now of Des Moines)as his assistant, both from
the training school of Oswego, New York. This latter proved of inestimable
value to the city and also other districts.

The same year, if not indeed late in 1856, Prof. C . Nestlerode estab-
lished the first = Union School” at Tipton, and later secured public legislation
favorable to such institutions, and based upon the plan of his organization.

SUPERINTENDENT CI11Y SCHOOLS.—Dubuque in this also took the lead.
having in April, 1856, introduced it. and elected Prof. Chandler Childs first
“superintendent.”” This office at once became engratted upon the city system.
followed by Davenport in 1857, with Prot. Kissell one of the most active work-
ers the State ever had.

SCHOOL LEGISLATION UNDER THE CONSTITUTION OF 1857.

1858, January 4th, the General Assembly held its first session under the
new [ present) constitution.
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Gov. Grimes 1 his (the last) message again ealled the attention of the
General Assembly to the **Revision of the school laws prepared and submitted
at the last session by Messrs. Mann an Dean, and upon whieh no legislation
had then been had. Among the first Acts passed was Chap. 52, entitled:

“An Act for the Public Instruction of the State of Towa." approved March
12 1858.

This law, embracing many ot the provisions incorporated into the bill pre-
pared by the Commissioners. retaining the “district system.” became the basis
of the system of edueation since in foree in the State, and being familiar to
all teachers and school officers, no extended analysis of it need be given
here. Iis principal features. sonie of them new and important in their futnure
bearing upon the school work. may with propriety, however. be presented.

This law retains the Superintendent of Publie Instruetion. and anthorized
him to “‘recommend to the County Superintendent a uniform system of text
books:™ to recommend also such books as he shall think advisable for the dis-
trict school libaries;”” “‘gave him supsrvision over the County Superintendent.”
and directed, that he j'convene them once a year in convention to compare
views. discuss principles, ete.. relative to common schools.” the State defray-
ing the charges thereof, etc.; to direct and Carrange for the holding of Teachers’
Institutes.”

The law provided for new Jeatures, the election of “County Superinten-
dents,” their meeting in convention aforesaid; for “Connty Teachers’ Lusti-
tutes.” making them by law part of the system: assembling annually of the
Presidents of the several districts as a **Board of Presidents,” and authorizing
them to establish County or Township High Schools. erection of buildings,
levying taxes for the purpose, ete. It recognized the State U'niversity and es-
tablished as one of its departments = * Normal Department.” for the education
of teachers. and provided free scholarships for such.,

Its provisions for taxation. disbursement of school funds. and indeed all
the machinery of the government of schools was harmonized and improyed.
And it is to be regretted that the bill as presented by the Commissioners conld
not 4s a whole have become 2 law. but by emaseulation of the many (150)
minds mnch of its order, sym metry and value was impaired. And vet more so
by the *conflict of law™ under the new and anomalous syvstem of two school
Legislatures. '

March 23d the General Assemblv provided **for the #lection of the members
of the **Board of Education.” and fxing the time of meeting.” election to be
held second Tuesday (12th day) in October. and the first meeting to be held
first Monday (6th day) in December. 1855 and every second year thereafter.

MISLEADING STATEMENTS.

The following statemenis hive been repratedly published in hrief and with
elaborale amplifications in some of the leadiny Papers of the State within a re-
cent period and Jargely copied:

1. That **Horace Mann was the founder ot the lowan school system.” ** | he
father of free schools in lowa.” The Wish was in all cases “fatler to the
thought.™”

2. That he was selected by a committee of the legislature to prepare a law
embodying his ideas of a public school system. which he did, providing for the
“township”as the unit in sehool adwinistration. -“Teachers Lustitutes,”

I
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“County Superintendents,” (we have italicised this as the only new feature he
introduced) and **Normal schools for teachers. -

WHO 1S THE FOUNDER OF THE IOWA SCHOOI SYSTEM ?

The time has come when in the progress of this work we may safely ask—

Who is the father of the “Iowa School system?”’ Certain it is that it was
not Horace Mann, nor his colleague, Amos Dean, nor yet the two who in De-
cember, 1857, reported a bill upon the recommendation and nomination of
Grovernor Grimes for a *““revision of the school laws of Towa.” It was only a
“revision,” and but little more. Nor is the school system of Towa a creation,
for, like Topsy, it had no father, nocreator. The school system of Iowa of 1888,
of 1858, is a growth, a development, the work of time resulting from the labors
of many educators of prominence and ability in their day. Thomas Jefferson,
the original author of the draft of the ordinance of 1787, laid the corner stone
of the educational temple later erected with grand proportions in lowa, a part
of his purchase from Louisiana in 1803. Stones fit for the builders’ use were
brought from numerous quarries by such master builders as Governor Lucas,
who in 1838 so strongly recommended the ‘‘township’ as the only correct basis
of a good school system: Governor Grimes, who at the special session in July,
1857, 50 forcibly urged a thorough revision of the school laws: Dr. Bailey, the
intelligent chairman of the counecil committee on education, who so earnestly
advocated the continuance of the system of State superintendency. Senator
Grinnell, chairman of the like committee in the Senate, who in 1856, 1857 and
1858, labored so zealously to perfect the system, and secure the adoption of all
new features (as the ‘‘County Superintendency’) upon the existing laws. Su
perintendents Benton, 1848, and Fisher, 1858, the ablest and most far-seeing of
the school or State officers of their day, labored in season and out of season in
presenting and urging the wisest of measures. and sought most diligently to se-
cure their adoption. Prof. Dennison, of the Muscatine Public Schools in 1854.
and Nestlerode, of the Tipton Union Schools, 1856, who were the authors and
promoters of the laws providing first “for the making of the publie sehools
wholly dependent upon the State, and so relieving the patrons from the pro rata
tax levied before by the directors—and the incorporation of a provision of law
establishing union or graded schools.”

Nor should we in this enumeration. (to which other illustrious names as co-
. Workers might with propriety be added). omit the Iowa State Teachers’ Asso-
ciation, whose members, collectively and severally, wrought upon this work
through the earlier vears of its history. As early as its third eession at Towa
City, June, 1856, the association. upon motion of Prof. Wells, later (1857) its
President, and also Superintendent (1867), a committee of three was appointed
on the school law of the State. At its next, fourth session. in August, 1857, on
motion of Prof. Childs of Dubuque. (first principal of the first high school in
lowa, July 1856), the association earnestly recommended the establishing of
union or graded schools by law. At this same session Prof. Kissell of Daven-
port, (President in 1861, and Superintendent in 1869), moved a resolution de-
claring that *‘'the true interests of our State demand that every child in the
otate, during minority, be compelled to attend school for a specified time.™
And a committee of the association reported an earnest recommendation to the
General Assembly for a thorough revision of our school laws,” This was hut a
second to the recommendation of Gov. Grimes in his message to the special ses
sion of the previous month (July).
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In pursuance of Gov. GGrimes’ recommendation the General Assembly
passed an aet-authorizing the Governor to appoint thrée cominissioners to re-
vise the existing school law of the State, The connnissioners did this, accom-
panied with a report, a full analysis of which we have given elsewhere in this
history.

The acts of the General Assembly show the compensation paid the two
commissioners, Mann and Dean, each receiving the same amount. Is there one
wicked or ignoraut enough to believe that Chancellor Dean of the State ['ni-
versity wonld have shared in the compensation, and equally, it he had not ren-
dered equal service? Yet no where, at no time, have any of these “penny a
liners.”” so much as mentioned his name in connection with this work.

We here submit two items of proof. it a negative can be proved, that Hor-
ace Mann is not the **founder,” or “*father,”” of our school system. The writer
was a State officer, a member of the executive government of Iowa with Gov.
Grimes, was consulted, and conferrved with him al various times before and
after the appointment of those gentlemen, and with others labored with him to
secure a revision—a new system was never contemplated —of our school laws.

Hon. J. B. Grinnell, the personal friend of Ion. Horace Maon, aad chair-
man of public schools of the Senate conmittee, and also later a fellow member
of Congress with Mr. Mann, says. in his correspondence at the time, Mr. Mann
wrote, that the commissioners must take what they could, ideas were not
reached in a day, time would clothe the idea after discussion. Ilence it was
not his **ideas,” as these writers aver, that he was to emnbody into a **law,” but
to harmonize and perfect as far as possible existing laws.

“Meeting him in Congress later,” says Mr. Grinnell, “'he was pleased with
the compliment which discussions (on the report and bill) and letters brought
to his eye, but genervously gave eredit to My, Deun as the master of details and
worthy of credit for his part.”

We knew Mr. Dean, and met hin during the progress of that work. and
“know whereof we affirm.” that he is entitled to equal, and both great eredit
for their work, in the **Revision.™

BOARD OF EDUCATION,

The board assembied at Des Moines, December 6, 1858, as provided by law.
Lieutenant GGovernor Oran Faville presided by virtue of the constitution. In
his opening address he well remarked that they had met to consider and «et
upon the educational interests of the State: that it was closely allied to the
prosperity of the commonwealth. Frequent changes had rendered the school
laws complicated, and destroyed much of the interest of the people in their ad-
ministration. The ambiguities and defects of these laws would be pointed out
by the Superintendent of Publie Instruction, and the board called upon to rem-
edy such defects, ete.

The hoard consisted of ten members. Hon. Charles Mason, Chief Justice
during the whole territorial period of our history, represented the First District.
A gentleman of education, liberal views and great experience, his presence was
a power for good in the board. Col. S, F. Cooper, of Grinnell, was a most use-
ful and eflicient member, having had educational experience, and had others
of whom (were we not limited) we might profitably speak, as we personally
knew them all, and often attended their deliberations.

*What is worth doing is worth doing well,” and as this is the first attempt
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to present, however briefly. the early educational history of our State.we would
that time and space had been allowed to prepare it properly—but we hasten to
“ent off.” The **conflict of law™ between the Board and the General Assembly
to which reference has been made, developed at an early day and eulminated in
the following action : That in the opinion of the Board the eduecational inter-
ests of the State are under the control and management of the Board: that the
Board possessed exclusive original power to legislate upon the subject of com-
mon schools.

The Board held three sessions: second. December 5, 1859: third. December
Z, 1861, when at the next session of the General Assembly it was “abolished.”

The history of the acts of this Board would make a long and interesting
chapter of our educational work in Towa at a formative period, and their acts
exerted a wide influence upon the cause. It had enacted a law as provided,
creating the office of **Secretary of the Board of Education,” and devolved upon
that oflicer the duties, before and at a later day, devolving upon the Superin-
tendent of Publie Instruction.

The reports of the last Superintendents, M. L. Fisher, to the Board, and
that of the first Secretary, Thos. H. Benton, Jr.. the one rendered December
6, 1858, the other December 5, 1859, from their intrinsic interest and eon-
nection with the legislation of the General Assembly and the Board. and
connecting the two eras of Territorial and State educational interests. deserve
special mention, and when this history is written, must receive the attention
they deserve. But for the reason named heretofore we pass it over, with a word
of personal opinion pased upon general knowledge that lowa has never had two
educational officers possessing more advanced, liberal and correct views of the
edueational wants and needs of the people, and of the best and most efticient
means to meet those wants, than Superintendents Fisher and Benton. whose
services deserve ““honorable mention’ whenever speaking of the “School system
of lowa.™

CONVENTION OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS.

Pursnant to a call (as provided by the law of their creation).Superintendent
Fisher called the newly elected county superintendents to meet at Towa City,
September 22 and 23,1858,  All we believe attended, and no convention since
has had a greater number of efficient and able educators upon its roll of mem-
bers. Superintendent Fisher presided, and among his associates we recognize
Joseph Dysart of Benton county, since Lieutenant Governor, and a citizen of
large activity and usefulness. Dr. J. Maynard of Cedar county. one of the
foremost of our educators at that period, actively connected with our union
schools, teachers’ institutes and associations; Wm. Y. Lovell of Dubuque, an
able man and useful at home and abroad; S, W. Cole of Fayette, always an
active worker in Sunday and week-day schools and later regent of the Univer-
sity; Jackson Orr of Green, late a prominent member of Congress. and now of
Jolorado; Samuel L. Howe of Henry, the first among his equals as an educator
in the common schools and in higher eduecation. ITe it was organized. way
back in 1850, the first county teachers association. H. W. Lathrop of Johnson,
ateacher in early times, of youth, in laterlyears of men in the culture of flowers
and fruits, and those things which minister to our pleasure and comfort and
the material wealth of the State. Barrett Whitemore of Jones. the same who
taught the second if not the first school in Dubuque in the early part of Janu-
uary, 1834, and whose interest in the work had known no abatement during
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these twenty-four years. J. M. Loughridge of Maquoketa, later Judge of the
District Court and member of Congress. W. F. Brannan of Muscatine, Judge
of the District Court years earlier and now: and regent of the University, where
his voice was heard for good in behalf of higher education. Professor L. F.
Parker of Powesheik, one of the prominent educators of lowa in all its history.
As president of the Iowa School Teachers™ Association his name will appear as
it deserves prominently. A. 8. Kissell of Scott, who first introdueed “training
schools’ into Towa, superintendent of Davenport schools. which he lifted above
all others of his day, president of the association and State superintendent. J.
W. MeDill of Union, Judge, member of Congress, United States Senator, ete.,
he was yet a teacher and educator of the first class. Dy, Henry €. Bulis, late
Lieutenant Governor, and many years a most active and useful member of the
Board of Regents, where his large experience has told for good. Of others too
we might speak who labored diligently in their calling. That was a memora-
ble body and they labored not in vain.

But the *half has not been told™ of the workers and their work during
those earlier years, when the school system of lowa was growing and develop-
ing, for it was always a growth and never a creation, the work of many
minds and laborers. all of whom in their day and according to their opportuni-
ty did well and deserve well of their generation.

CONCLUDING CHAPTER OF FIRST THINGS.
ARRANGED ACCORDING T0 DATE.
1830, October—First School, Berryman Jennings, teacher: Nashville, Lee
County.
1833, December—First School House, “log,” erected at Burlington, by Dr.
W. R. Ross.
1834, September—First lady teacher, Mrs. Rebecea Parmer, Ft. Madison.

1838, November—First message of Gov. Lucas, recommending a **School
System,” and the “Township™ as the unit. And the action of the Legisla-
ture enacting the first School law, approved January 1, 1839,

1839, April—First Classical School, at Dubuque: Col. Thos. H. Benton,
Principal; Mrs. Thos. Hughes, nee King, now of Towa City, Assistant.

1840, July—First School House, frame, Muscatine, erected by the **Bloom-
ington Education Society.”

1841, January 13—Oflice ot Superiniendent of Public Instruction, created,
and Dr. Wm. Reynoldsfof Columbus City, appointed.

1841, December 20—Dr. Reynolds presented his flrst and only report on the
Schools of Towa.

1842, February 17—Law repealed, and office of Superintendent abolished.

1844—First Public School House, erected by taxation under and by virtue
of law at Dubuque.

1846, December 28—Towa became a State, and a constitution adopted pro-
viding a “*Sehool Fund™ for the support of common schools.

1847, January 24—A new “*School Law,” adopted. and office of State Super-
intendent of Publie Instruction created.

1847, April 3—Hon. James Harlan, of Mt. Pleasant. elected first Superin-
tendent. In the same year, July term. the Supreme Court held the law uncon-

stitutional (not having been properly published). and the office was declared va-
cant.
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1848, April 5—Hon. Thos. H. Benton. Jr.. elected, qualified and served as
Superintendent Publie Instruction; and on December 4th presented his first re-
port.

1849, April—First Teachers’ Institute, held by Dr. J. L. Pickard, Chandler
(‘hilds, and others, at Dubuque.

1849. November 21—First State Normal School, opened at Andrew, Jack-
son County, Prof. Samuel Pray, Principal, and Miss Julia S. Dorr, Assistant.

1850—First County Teachers’ Association, organized at;Mt. Pleasant, Prof.
Samuel L. Howe, President.

1850, November—First large and commodious brick school house erected
by taxation at Muscatine; T. S. Parvin, President of the Board, District No. 1.
- * - President No. 2.

1851, May 12—First Graded School, opened at Muscatine, by Geo. B. Den-
nison (still a resident of Muscatine).

1854. May 10—The Towa State Teachers’ Association organized at Musca-
tine. and Hon. J. A. Parvin elected first President.

1856. July 3—Gov. Grimes, in his message to the General Assembly, at the
extra session. recommended the appointment of three Commissioners to **Re-
vise the School laws of Towa.”” He appointed Hon. Horace Mann of Ohio,
Amos Dean of New York. Chancellor of the State University of Iowa, and F.
Bissell of Duhuque.

1856. December—At the regular session Messrs. Mann and Dean submitted
their “Report of the Commissioners of Revision of the School laws of lowa.”
No action except to ignore it was had upon the bill or drafts of laws.

1856—First Superintendency of City Schools established, and Chandler
Childs elected Superintendent.

1856, December 29—First County Teachers, Institute, held at Tipton, Prof.
(. (. Nestlerode, Conductor.

1856, September—First State Teachers’ Institute, held at Dubuque, Prof.
D. F. Wells. Conductor.

1857. November 3—New (and present) Constitution adopted, and **Board of
Education” created under it.

1858, March 12—A new School law adopted, continuing the office of State
Superintendent of Public Instruction, and creating the office of County Super-
intendent of Schools. Also providing for the holding of County Teachers’ In-
stitutes at the expense of the State.

1858, September 22—First Convention of **County Superintendents. at Iowa
City, Hon. M. L. Fisher, State Superintendent, President.

1867—First Normal Institute of four weeks’ session for teachers, held at
Oskaloosa. by Profs. Piper and Everett, and in 1869 was held by Prof. Ely at
Independence.

1869—First lady elected County Superintendent—D>Miss Julia A. Addington,
of Mitehell County.

1875—First lady elected Superintendent of City Schools—Miss Phebe Sud-
low, of Davenport,

1876—Miss Sudlow was the first lady elected President of the “I. 8. T. As-
sociation.™

The State University of Iowa, the head of the common school sytem,
opened September, 1855, closed 1853, and reopened September, 1360.
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NOTES ON IOWA EDUCATIONAL WORK FROM 1260
TO 1888.

BY R. A. HARKNESS, PARSON'S COLLEGE, FAIRFIELD. IOWA.

Iowa’s greatest development in all lines has heen since 1860, By that time
the State had passed through the greatest difficulties of the experimental stage.
In 1860 the population of lowa had reached 675.000: several lines of railroad had
pushed out into the State: cities and towns had sprung up everywhere; the ma-
terial resources and prosperity of the State were great: the present constitution
had been adopted: the foundation of our publie school syvstem had been estal-
lished. after a great deal of experimental legislation, and now things took on a
more permanent and developing aspect., Our public school system had been
planted. had taken deep root in the minds of the people. and now came its time
of growth. The State Superintendency. the County Superintendency, the Teach-
ers’ Institute, the graded school, the IMigh School. and our State educational
institutions, have all had their development sinee 1860, All of these had
sprouted before 1860, The past quarter of a century has been the period of
growth for all these special features of onr public school system. now hecome
fixed factors in our educational work. Since these features are all treated in
separate articles it is not necessary to discuss them here.

THOMAS H. BENTON IN REPORT TO BOARD OF EDUCATION,

We are given a glimpse of the growing condition of our schools at the be”
ginning of this period, in the report of Thomas H. Benton to the Board of
Education., Dec. 1861.

*“While traveling through the State during the past summer and fall, the
appearance of a new school hiouse in process of erection was a daily occurrence.
There are two objects which attract the attention of the weary travelers over
the broad prairies of Iowa. namely: the grove and the school house. and we
seldom find the one without the other. Soon after catching the first glimpse of
the trees. the neat, snowy-white, little school house is seen in the distance. en-
sconced in the edge of the grove. or pleasantly sitnated on an adjacent prairie
knoll. As we approach the site, the shouts of jovous children salute the ear,
and the scene furnishes a favorable idea to the future growth and prosperity
of the State.”

It is a cheering reflection to the friends of education. that, while the thrill-
ing strains of martial musie are summoning thousands of heroic spirits to the
battle field, the tolling bell is still assembling the hundreds of thousands of
children and youth in our schools. Thus while we are sending forth to the
defense of the country an army of unsurpassed intelligence and valor, we are
training up a host of youthful patriots in our schools. to whose keeping we
trust we may safely commit the destiny of the country and our time-honored
institutions, after our generation shall have passed away.” In speaking of
the public school house he says: “*It is indispensable in every neighborhood.”
A wagon can better dispense with one wheel than a neighborhood with the
school house.™
- FROM REPORT OF ORAN FAVILLE. 1865,

At the close of the civil war State Superintendent Oran Faville, in his re-
port to the GGeneral Assembly, December, 1865, says: “It is cause for congratu-
lation. that during these years of civil war, our State has not only met the de-
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mands of the hour, but has been providing for the future. While her sons in
the field have been vindieating the mnation’s rights. her people at home have
been preparing for perpetuating those rights. The lessons of the last few years
have been to them a re-assertion of the great truth taught by the founders of the
nation, that universal education is the central idea of republicanism. Believ-
ing that the public schools must furnish this edueation, they have given them
their unfaltering support.™
THE GRADED SCHOOL.

An important feature in our school system, not treated elsewhere in this
volume, is the work of the graded school. (C'ol. Benton, as early as 1848, had in
his report recommended the establishment of the graded school, and in the fol-
lowing vear permission was given to the electors to determine at their annual
meeting whether sehools above the primary grade should be established. The
law of 1858, as established by the Board of Education. contains the following
provision: *“The Board of Directors may establish graded or union schools
wherever they may be necessary.” The formation of such schools does not,
however, seem to have proceeded very rapidly. While I find from correspond-
ence with early educators, that in most of the large towns graded schools were
in existence at a much earlier period, no statistics seem to have been collected
prior to 1868, when 212 schools of this eclass arve reported as established, The
following from Prof. Jona Piper, whose acquaintance with lowa schools is
equaled by few others, probably gives the essential facts: “Many schools
had been graded in Towa prior to 1860, but the great revival of educational
work in regard to the graded schools, probably was started and promoted by
the Institute Act of 1858, From the stimulus given by this act to the institutes
of the State very many of the large towns were persuaded to adopt the graded
system., and probably the number of graded schools founded between 1860 and
1870 was greater than during any other ten vears in the history of the State.”
By 1877 nearly five hundred graded schools had been established, but each
working after its own way. with little uniformity of plan or method. To rem-
edy this defect, at a meeting of the principals and eity superintendents, held at
Des Moines. June 28, 1877, State Superintendent Von Coelln, C. P, Rogers, of
Marshalltown, and .J. H. Thompson, of Des Moines, were appointed a committee
to prepare an outline course of study.and a uniform nomenclature for the
graded schools of Towa. As a result of these combined influences nearly every
town in the State has a graded school, the majority of them, so far as cireums-
stances will permit, following the same general plan of work.

SOME PROMINENT EDUCATORS OF THE PERIOD.

Of necessity much of the school work of twenty-five years ago was very imper-
fect. The population of the rapidly growing State was of the kKind that appreciat-
ed and demanded schools, and provision for the establishment and maintenance
was readily made, but for various reasons the supply of competent teachers fell
far short of the demand. The demands of the country had taken very many of
the voung men into the army. Other pursuits offered greater inducements and
advantages to the voung man ambitious for advancement. The advantages
for preparation for school work were few, and those few not very accessible.
As a consequence county supervision became very lax, and alimost every one
who was willing to take charge of a school had the opportunity. Those who
conducted the teachers’ institutes in those days will remember the abundant
supply of ministers and doctors and lawyers. who, failing Lo find emplovinent in
their own professions.were considered abundantly well fitted for teaching school
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With these came a number of others, more worthy in that while they knew but
little, they professed but little. The former class were gradually crowded out
as more congenial employment offered itself, or as their incompetency became
apparent in contrast with the gradually increasing better class, while many of
the latter, availing themselves of the increasing educational advantages of the
State, came to be ranked among our successful teachers. In my own school at
Garden Grove, it was no unusual thing to receive yvoung men and women from
the adjoining counties who had been teachers for a greater or less length of
time, but who had never studied English Gramumar, or been through fractions
in arithmetic. But while this condition of things existed Lo a greater or less
degree, perhaps much of the time between 1860 and 1570, lowa was particular-
ly fortunate in the character and ability of her leading educators. In referring
to the names and work of some of these, no attempt is made to give a complete
list. I mention such names as ocenr to me as I recall from memory those with
whom I associated at our educational meetings. Parties who were actively and
publicly engaged in the work bhave at my requesi suggested other names, while
the reports of Superintendent Faville give the names of others. especially those
prominently engaged in institute work, Undoubtedly many are omitted equal-
ly worthy of mention. Early in the 60°s I think no names were more intimately
connected with our educational work than those of Wells, Kissell and Piper.
The two former afterwards becoming Superintendents of Puoblie Instruction,
the latter for many vears a most efficient institute worker, and a hearty sup-
porter and promoter of everything pertaining to the educational interests of the
State. To these may be added J. L. Enos and Moses Ingalls, pioneers in insti-
tute work: Dr. Maynard of Tipton, always foremost in good works; L. M.
Hastings, County Superintendent of Decatur county, and afterwards the
founder of the Ottumwa system of graded schools: Prof. Henry K. Edson, then
in charge of the Denmark Academy, now in lowa College at Grinnell; C. S.
Kretschmer, then and still in the schools of Dubuque; Theodore S. Parvin, then
Professor in the State University, and always on hand at the State gatherings;
Prof. Norris, for many vears Principal of the Troy Academy; Prof. Ameziah
Hull and Jeremiah Everett of Mahaska county; R. W. Haines, now an attor-
ney at Grinnell; John Valentine of Keokuk. Perhaps a little later than these
may be mentioned the names of W. A. Beemis and W. O. Hisky of Davenport:
Professor William Jamieson, still connected with the schools of Keokuk; Miss
Pheebe Sudlow, Superintendent at Davenport: Mrs. MeGonnigal, in charge of
the Davenport training school: .J. D. Hornby, then of Benton's Port, now of
Logan, Towa; Prof. Wood, for over twenty years in charge of the Clarinda

schools; Prof. Witter, for an equally long time connected with the school at
Muscatine.

These early workers were from time to time reinforeced by such well known
and successtul educators as Prof. Sabin of Clinton, now State Superintendent;
Prof. Gilchrist, formerly Principal of the State Normal School; President Seer-
ley, now of the State Normal School, formerly Superintendent of the Oskaloosa
schools; Prof. Saunderson, Superintendent at Burlington; Prof. Rogers of Mar-

shalltown, and many others who have done, and are still doing, commendable
work in their several flelds.

HIGHER INSTITUTIONS OF LEARNING.
While those persons whom I have mentioned, with others of equal worth,

were in their individual capacity doing much for the good of the cause, the
State University, with such men as Professors Leonard, Currier and Fellows;
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Towa College, with President Magoun and Professors Parker, Buck and Von
Coelen; Cornell College, with President King at its head; the Academies at
Troy and Denmark, were all centers of influence from which much of good was
flowing. To these, as the demands of the present and the prospects of the fu-
ture were unfolded. were added the various educational institutions, which in
their various spheres are extending their influence through every part of the
State and in every department of life. State support, denominational zeal,
private enterprise, and local pride have harmoniously united to promote the
common good, The Agricultural College at Ames, opened in 1869, has un-
doubtedly supplied a want not otherwise met: the State Normal School at Ce-
dar Falis. commencing its work in 1876, has won the approval of the friends of
learning everywhere; the score of denominational schools by their untiring
zeal and self sacrifice have won to their support all lovers of higher education
and christian culture, while Business Colleges. Seminaries, Academies and
Normal Schools, the fruits of private enterpnse, preparing for and supple-
menting the work of the higher institutions of learning, have brought the fa-
cilities for acquiring an education very near to all who wish to avail themselves
of them. The influence proceeding from these sources has had a marked effect
upon the common and graded schools of the State. While, in a general way,
the educational sentiment of the commonwealth has been thereby indirectly
stimulated and advanced the direct influence of those who. as teachers, have
gone out from the Colleges, and Academies, and Normal Schools into schools
of all grades has had the effect not only of improving the quality of work done.
but of bringing about a constantly increasing condition of harmony and uni-
formity throughout our entire school system.

STATE INSTITUTIONS OF LEARNING.
The State University, the State Agricultural College, and the State Normal

School are fully treated elsewhere., The following table briefly presents the
condition of our State institutions of learning in 1886:
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State Sold'rs’' Or. Home. |Davenport . .. 1886|1868|... ..ccocfeiiiiana]orenis Jiovansliossnafonnvns
State Normal School. ... |Cedar Falls,, . /187611876 . ..... .... 100, (00 700( 1,600 113 | 813
State Asylum for Feeble Lot | ‘ |
Minded.........co0vves Glenwood ..... ' 1876811876!... .......' 150,000' ...... L 16p 1 90O

COUNTY TEACIHERS ASROCTATIONS,

The plan of ho!ding teachers’ associations for mutual professional improve-
ment is an important feature of the unwritten law of our educational system.
Both county and State assoeciations were held previous to 1860, and they have
all along become more and more important and influential as means of advanc-
ing the profession. and of awakening a public interest in all that pertains to
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the educational work of the State. Association meetings are now held from
one to four times in almost every county in lowa, And in many counties
township meetings have been organized for the especial purpose of promoting
better work in the country schools. In all this county and township association
work the county superintendent is the prime mover and guiding spirit.

STATE TEACHERS S ASSOCIATION,

No other organization in the State has done more toward ereating a public
sentiment in favor of improved educational methods and systems and instito-
tions than the Iowa State Teachers” Association. Organized in 1854 by a hand-
ful of zealous and courageous educational spirits, it has grown during the past
quarter of a century to be an organization of State-wide influence, and the
originator and promoter of advanced methods and systems. Out of the discus-
sions and deliberations of this body were born the Teachers’ Normal Insti-
tute, the Graded School system, the High School, the State Normal School, and
the State system of examination for State certificates and diplomas. And the
movements to improve and to perfect all these have almost always originated
in the State Teachers’ Association. The State Association holds its meetings
annually. The attendance is voluntary. The membership has gradually in-
creased since 1860, when it was less than 50, until at the meeting of 1888, when
the enrollment was 502. The meeting usually lasts four days. One atternoon
and evening are given to department meetings. These are:

1. County Superintendents’ and Normal Department.

2. Graded School Department for City Superintendents,

3. College and University Department.

4. Secondary Department for ITigh Schools, ete.

5. Department of Penmanship and Drawing.

A few years ago there was organized in connection with the association an
“Educational Council,” made up of six members elected from each of the De-
partments and six members elected by the Council. The State Superintendent
is ex-officio member and chairman of the council. This eounecil is supposed to
be composed of the ablest educators of the State.

STATE CERTIFICATES AND DIPLOMAS,

By act of the Nineteenth General Assembly in 1852, a State Board of Ex-
aminers was established. This Board examines applicants for State Certifi-
cates and Life Diplomas. The object of this plan is to elevate the standard of
the profession and bring it into greater recognition. It has been the purpose of
the examiners to issue certificates and diplomas to those only, who by expe-
rience, character and scholarship haye shown themselves worthy to hold them.

State certificates are good for five years, The examination feec is $3. The
candidate for said certificate shall be examined upon the following branches:
Orthography, reading. writing, arithmetic, geography, English grammar, book
keeping, physiology, U. 8. history. algebra, botany, natural philosophy, draw-
ing. civil government, constitution and laws of Iowa and didactics.

For State diplomas on all the foregoing and in addition thereto, (eometry,
Trigonometry, Chemistry, Zoology. Geology. Astronomy, Political Economy.
Rhetorie, English Literature and General History, and such other branches as
the Board may require. The fee is $5.

In addition to the examination, the Board requires written testimonials
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and credentials from county superintendents and professional eaucators, who
are able to judge of the moral character and professional fitness and success of
the candidate.

THE RURAL SCHOOLS.

There has been a decided improvement in the country schools of Iewa dur-
ing the past twenty-five years. First as to buildings. the architecture of the
country school house is being constantly improvea, they are better and more
substantially built. better equipped and more conveniently arranged. In 1860
there were about 800 log school houses in Towa. The log school house 1s 10W
practically a thing of the past.

The standard of the country teacher hias been raised. The teachers’ insti-
tute with good county supervision on the part of superintendents have done
much in theis direction. The nunerous colleges with normal departments, the
private Normal Schools and the State Normal School have given the schools a
higher grade of teachers during the past dozen years than they have ever had
before. Much has been done within the past ten years in the way of country
sehool elassification and organization. In a large number of counties a uni-
form course of study has been adopted, and pupils who complete the required
course are admitted into the High School. For the past ten years the State Su-
perintendents have given special attention to perfecting and advaneing the
work of the country schools.

Teachers’ wages have advanced, since 1860, from 50 to 125 per cent.

COMPARATIVE GROWTH.

To give some idea of the advancement of the public school work, the fol-
lowing statistics are presented. In 1860 there were 3.208 school houses in Iowa;
i1 1888 there were 12.752. The number of teachers in 1860 was (,374; in 1888

there were 25.113. In 1860 there were enrolled in the public schools of [owa,-

167.869: in 1888 there were 477,184, There were not in Iowa in 1860, more than
a dozen graded schools; in 1888 there were about 550, an average of more
than five to each county. In 1860 the average duration of school year
was 5+ months: in 1888 it was 7 7-10 months. lowa now spends nearly six mil-
lion dollars annually in the maintenance of her public sehools.

PRESENT CONDITION OF THE SCHOOLS OF IOWA.

BY HENRY SABIN, STATE SUPERINTENDENT, DES MOINES.

The total enumeration of persons between 5 and 21 is as follows. taken
from the statistics for 1888: males, 325,741 females, 313,007} total, 639,248.

Enrolled in public schools, 477,184; average attendance, 291.070.

Paid for sites, buildings and furniture, $749.965.00; paid teachers, $4,107,-
102.00.

Number of independent distriets, 3,426; number of subdistricts, 8,6(34.

Number of ungraded schools, 12,065; number of graded (rooms). 3.400.

Average length of year in months, 7.7.

Number of teachers employed: males, 5595; females, 19,518.

Average compensation: males, $36.44; females, $30.05.

Number of school-houses, 12,752; increase during the year, 121: value of
school-houses, $12,007.340.
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Number of districts reported as teaching effects of stimulants and narcot-
ies, 13,946,

Number of certificates issued: males, 4,625; females, 18,241.

Average age of applicants for certificates: males, 25; females, 22.

Holding State certificate or diploma: males, 97: females, 53.

Schools visited by County Superintendents, 8.669; visits made by County
Superintendents, 11.196.

Edueational meetings held, 537.

Normal Institutes held, 99; teachers in attendance: males, 2.589; females,
14.875; total, 17,464,

Expenses of Institutes: instruction, $43.562.06; ineidentals, $8,463.15.

Received from examination fees, $26.682; registration, $17.464; State ap-
propriation, $4.950; other sources, $1;001.94.

The State Board of Erxaminers—Organized in 1883. Asthen constituted, the
members were: Hon. J. W. Akers, Superintendent Publie Instruction, Presi-
dent; J. L. Pickard, L. L. D., President State University; J. C. Gilehrist, A.
M., President State Normal School: Hon. .J. W. Rowley, Keosaugua, Secretary;
Mrs. Ellen M. Rich. Vinton. At this date the Board, as organized, consists
of Henry Sabin, Superintendent Public Instruction, President; C. A. Schaeffer,
P’resident State University; H. H. Seerley, President State Normal School:
Superintendent F. B. Cooper, Le Mars, Secretary: Miss Lucy Curtis, State
Center.

State Certificates and Life Diplomas—During the year ending September 1,
1888, there were issued, State certificates: males, 40; females, 35; total, 75; life
diplomas: males, 22; females, 2; total, 24.

The State certificate entitles the holder to teach in any county in the State,
without further examination, for the term of five (5) years. It does not, how-
ever, exempt the holder from supervision, and the Board of Examiners have
power to revoke the certificate, “‘npon well grounded complaint by any county
Superintendent.

The holder must also have his certificate registered in the county superin-
tendent’s office before he begins to teach in the county.

The life diploma is subject to the same regulations, but is good during life
in any county in Iowa.

The Board of Examiners are anxious to make the certificate and diploma
of more value as an evidence of professional ability and success in teaching.

At least two examinations are held each year at Des Moines. It is also
customary to hold an examination in June at the State Normal School, the
State University, and such other schools as have a special course in didactics
which meets the requirements of the Board of Examiners.

Temperance Instruction—The statistics show that 13,946 schools are in some
measure complying with the requirements of the law. concerning the teaching
of the effects of stimulants and nareotics. It has for some time been made the
subject of special instruction in all the normal institutes. The county superin-
tendents,with hardly an exception, are anxious to have the law enforced.and so
instruct their teachers. The spirit of the law as it is generally accepted, is

embraced in the following extract from a circular issued from the office of the
State Superintendent, May 20, 1888.




P i————————

s

[OWA NORMAL MONTHLY. 305

The evident intent of the law is to place the teaching of the nature and ef-
fects of stimulants and narcotics upon the same basis as other branches taught
in our public schools. The pupil gains his knowledge of arithmetic by succes-
sive steps; he must pass an examination in one part of the subject, and show
his familiarity with it, before he is advanced to the next division. Scientific
temperance instruction should be treated in the same manner. One portion
should be thoroughly mastered before the next is entered upon. If this is well
done, the teacher will often find work enough in one part of the subject to em-
ploy and interest the pupils during a whole term. Careful consideration will
convince us that the work in this branch of study is too superflcial in many of
our schools, because we are attempting more in a given time than can be done
well. Temperance instruction needs to be reduced to a system.

In all your work care should be taken to give instruction in accordance
with the spirit of the law. Tbtal abstinence should be taught as the only sure way
to escape the evils urising from the use of aleoholic drinks and tobaceo. This system-
atic plan if carefully followed will insure a more thorough understanding of
the subject, and teachers will not complain that they have used up all their
material.

THE IOWA TEACHERS' INSTITUTE.

BY H. H. SEERLEY, CEDAR FALLR.

[. HISTORICAL.

1. The First Institute—The first teachers’ institute held in the State of
Towa cannot be determined with certainty. There were a number of volunteer
efforts before the law of 1858 made the institute a part of the school system.
These were the result of the enterprise and the righteous enthusiasm of men

who eared more for the progress and the development of intelligence among
the people than they did to leave records making their names historical. A
teachers’ institute was held in Dubuque in the spring of 1849, conducted by J.
L. Pickard and others. Henry county held an institute in 1850, and an attempt
was also made to have one in Jones county during the same year.

9 The Pioneer Conductor and Instructor.—The birth and the development of
the Towa institute cannot be truly considered apart from the grand services of
the pioneers in education. The early fathers opened up the way, began the
hattle against ignorance, and laid the foundations of our school system broad
and deep. The names most prominent in these early days of Iowa’s educa-
tional history are Jonathan Piper, J. L.. Enos, C. C. Nestlerode, Moses Ingalls,
Sibbell Maynard, H. K. Edson, D. Franklin Wells, Daniel Lane, T. S. Parvin,
S. N. Fellows, L. F. Parker, 8. J. Buck, T. W. Mulhern, Wm. MeClain, R. M.
Haines, A. J. Kane, Jerry F. Everett, and A. S. Kissell. who as conductors,
instruetors and lecturers did grand work in favor of a perfected school system
and better teachers for the youthful commonwealth. These set forth the doc-
trines of methods of instruction with the voice of an evangel, and did a work
at 2 time and under eircumstances that pay a tribute to their memory. There
was a unity of soul in a mighty purpose as they went about the land preaching
the gospel of enlightenment that rendered subsequent progress an absolute ne-
cessity.

3. A Typical [nstitute—An institute was held at Tipton, (Cedar county,
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beginning Monday, December 29 1855, remaining in session for one week.
There were three daily sessions, beginning respectively at 9:00 A, .. 1:15 P, M.,
and 6:00 p. M. C (. Nestlerode, the conductor, was assisted by B. Le Boyn-
ton, Wm. MecClain and Sibbel Maynard as instructors. The branches taught
were orthography, reading. mental and written arithmetie, geography, English
graminar and physiology. The program granted one-half hour to each recita-
tion. Each day the conductor delivered a lecture on the “*theory and practice
of teaching,” and the evening sessions were devoted to lectures by the most
prominent men. At the close of the institute the members passed a series of
resolutions, among which occurred the following:

Resolved, That teachers” institutes are eflicient aids in elevating the stand-
ard of education, and preparing teachers for the faithful and suceessful dis-
charge of their duties.

One would almost believe that such sentiment as this, exhibits indications of
being promulgated in the vear 1885, as nothing better conld be said at present,
and certainly establishes the fact that the spirit of the men and women who
were the educators of early Iowa were actuated by the highest and most com-
mendable enterprise and judgment.

Another attempt deserving mention in this connection oceurred at Oska-
loosa in the summer of 1857, It was in session two weeks. and is the first in-
stitute, so far as we can ascertain, that extended over one week. It was con-
ducted by Prof. Naylor snd Dr. J. L. Enos, assisted by Prof. Jerry F. Everett.
In this institute, in addition to the hranches taught in the Cedar county insti-
tute, lessons were daily given in algebra by Prof. Everett. The people of Os-
kaloosa gave free entertainment to the teachers, and great good came of the
effort.

4. The Law of 1858.—March 12, 1858, the Governor approved an act passed
by the General Assembly establishing the institute as a part of the system of
public education, and appropriated $1.000 annually to be used for the support
of these brief training schools. The law required that twenty teachers of a
county should request the county superintendent to hold an iostitute. He
then applied to the Superintendent of Public Instimetion, who appointed a
time of assembling. and sent a warcrant on the State treasury for $50.00 to de-
fray the expense of instruction. The law also provided that the institute must
be in session at least six working days, and to some extent cave the supervision
of the institnte to the Superintendent of Public Instruetion.

Following the passage of this law, there was greater activity in institute
work, and from this time it became necessary in most of the hest settled coun-
ties to hold sessions of one week in duration each vear. These institutes oc-
': curred in every month of the yvear, the conducting of institutes became a pro-
| fession, men following it as a business, and the work of three professional con-

ductors form an era in our educational progress, as can be honestly testitied hy
| scores of persons yet living, who were helped and inspired by their lectures,
their instruction and their professional spirvit. In addition to this the law of
1858 was so interpreted as to require the attendance of every actual teacher in
the county, all schools were closed and most of the districts allowed the teach-
ers their salaries during the week thus spent. There was no half-heartedness
in those times by either people, school officers, teachers or institute instructors.

The law of 1858 was modified sometime before 1864, so that the State grant-
ed $50.00 annually to every county holding an institute,as the annual appropria-

s —— h+ |
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tion of $1.000 was not large enough. as the State developed. to allow the usual
amount to each institute held.

INSTITUTES RECEIVING STATE AID IN 1855,

e e — —_
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County. Place. Time. E E Conductor. Instructors and Lecturers.

= =

oE
Blackhawk|Waterloo . ...|Nov.15| 6| 52|J. L. Enos......|...........
Bremer....|Waverly ......|Nov. 1| 6] 48|J. L. EDOS... .ol coivivrariiiiiicineiniiiin,
Cedar...... _i:“springﬂalv..-. Nov. 15| 9] 200/C. €. Nestlerode|J. Maynard, D. F. Wells.
Clarke.....|Osceola....... Nov- 1| 6] 481J. H. L, SOtE..| vevamssnmssraravans o 5 sosescosass
Clayton.. . |Garnavillo ... [Nov. 1| 6] 58{A. Brown.......\J. Briggs, L. H. Bigbee.
Decatur. .. |Garden Grove|Sept. 13| 6 -11}1 J. R. Carey.....|L. M. Hastings.
Delaware..|Delhi.......... et LB il sreisaanedsine i Faosd v e dpiels L aah v s me e e
Hardin ....|Eldora ... .... U B BalEes Ballers i L k
Henry..... Mt. Pleasant..|Deec. 27| 6] 110/18. Howe ... ....|J. H. Sanders.

Jackson... /Maquoketa ...|Oct. 4..| 6| 70|D. F. Wells.....|J. L.. Enos.

R RN T L NN W N B

Jasper ....|Newton....... Nov. 1 ﬁ]

.....................................

Johnson .. |Towa City ....|Sept.27| 8] 88 C C. Nestlerode|Wm. Reynolds, D. F. Wells.

Jones ..... Anamosa ..... Ooty 18161 GE5). 1. KHOB . oo bosss: irmswnins

Linn ......|Marion....... Nov. 22| 6 ﬁlliS. N. Fellows. ..|J L. Enos, D. F. Walls,
Louisa..... Wapello....... Nov. 1| 2 1:':‘{',‘._ (. Nestlerode|J. H. Saunders, W..J. Woodruft.
Madizon .. |Winterset..... Oct. 4.| b :i'll.]i Shepard..... J. H. L. Scott.

Mahaska .. Oskaloosa..... Dec. 271 61 5], L.. Enos......|A. Smiley, A. Hull.

Marion ....|Knoxville..... Dec. 27} 6 ﬁ!.{_‘. (. Nestlerode|P. H. Van Slyck,

Marshall .. !Albion........ Oct.18.| 6/ 24'D. F. Wells ....|E. Fuller,T. J. Wilson.

Wushingt'n|"~'ﬁ’ushingt.:m... Oct. 19,110 Hll{‘. (. NestlerodelJ, Maynard, J. R. Doig.

The institute record for the year 1859. as given in IHon. Thos. I1. Benton's,
Jr.’s. reports, is as follows:

County. (ity. Date of Opening.

I Van Buneni:.caeseses ReOSANA N B esie won w waieoisdin an ok \pril 4.

2 BUeHANAN - ¢ seeanaen i NACDENAENCE | o oimirs oo smes May 9.

S il 1 o] T P N s IR MO s cas s nes August 22,

4% Benton:. .. B et s W TTIDOTE ot chaaies o o . o e AUEUSH2Y.

ST T T | S BBV - 55 o w5 sranes August 29,

6. Blackhawk....... s s WWALRTO0 s v s ws wwvis o entore sl \ugust 29,

7. ManasERR ...-c.a.. ] 5 1315 L [ T N September 12.

8. Hardin :.... i Rl Fi, 4 ) S et e g Liessa .- SEptember 12.

0 NSO - o canir e~ WAL St it et sSeptember 19,
T SCERTT . i vt s 170 5 = R S e S R September 19.
11y  SJASDEN G an wasaaes ~INBWHOD. ol 5as v s a0 eptember 26.
12. Marshall..............Marshalltown..............September 26.
TR T (P R e EO e v sasa S e cO)BGODET O,
14 | Beflar. ... saevinesins 4 1) ¢ R R T T S October 24.

From this time institutes multiplied, and the encouragement granted by
tlie State added greatly to their usefulness by making the work pernianent.
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The growth may be noted by the following table of years and number of insti-
tutes held as provided by the law of 15858:

Year. No, of Institutes Held,
RROL). o o m e ae PRI S ST o | CRBRUM ey B T 32
L e e B P i SR 2 e, =+ = ey 43
1862. . - 4+
P07 ¢ 5 ST TR T (1= (S S e ) 1 ) 62
] b R T Py S S SN P el (R g g1 63
e L e A SR N . e 29

In 1864 there were over 4,000 teachers enrolled in the sixty-three institutes
held, and when we remember that at that time only 8,955 teachers are reported
as certificated, and a number of these doubtless are duplicates because of not
issning all certificates for a year, we are impressed with the extent of the work
done in reaching the schools of the State.

As an example of the kind of work done and the attendance upon the in-
stitutes, we will gquote Poweshiek county in 1866—'67—then under the supervi-
sion of 8. J. Buck, at present the well known professor of mathematics and
physics at Towa College. The institute of 66 enrolled 120 persons, and was
conducted by Messrs. Piper and Ingalls. The institue of 67 was conducted by
Prof. L. F. Parker, and enrolled 52 gentlemen and 47 ladies. Prof. Parker was
assisted by Prof. S..J. Buck, Hon. R. M. Haines, Prof. J. Vallentine, and Hon.
Carl W. Von Coelln, whose names are suflicient to guarantee the character or
the work done. Poweshiek County Board of Supervisors during these years
printed in pamphlet form the annual reports and suggestions of County Super-
intendent Buck, and they were distributed among the people of the county,
much to the beneflt of education. One of the suggestions specially worthy of
note in these reports is the importanceof extending the time of the institute to
two or more weeks, and advising that the County Board supplement the State’s
fifty dollars by voting an appropriation, and thus enable the institute to extend
the time and do more for the training and education of the teachers. Already
Piper, Everett, Enos, Buck and others had the idea of the necessity for an in-
stitute of a longer term, and already they began to advocate its early adoption.

5. THE NORMAL INSTITUTE.

The Normal Institute, as we at present know it, had its fore-runner in the
extended institute where attempts were made to give more time and do more
review work of branches taught. Oune of these has been mentioned as being
held at Oskaloosa in 1857. A more notable effort was made at Oskaloosa in
1867 while Prof. Jerry F. Everett was county superintendent of Mahaska coun-
ty. Prof. Everett speaks of this institute as follows:—* Prof. Jonathan Piper
and I thought it would be of great benefit if 4 Normal Institute of several
weeks duration could be held. We undertook such a one having secured the
services of Prof. A. Hull for a portion of each day. We placed the tuition at
$2.00 for four weeks and advertised in the county papers. We had a fair at-
tendance. The institute was held in the old Cumberland chureh and continued
one month. We had about fifty teachers in attendance. Both teachers and
instructors worked very hard. the results in a pecuniary way were a Success,
my impression is that when Prof. ITull and the other expenses were paid, the
credit account was on the wrong side: but 1 am inclined to think that at no
time in my life have I been more successful in aiding the cause of education
than during that month. Some of the teachers who attended were soon called
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to higher fields of work. Moak was called to one ot the ward schools of Cinein-
nati, Tyne went to Wisconsin at a good salary, and several of the ladies re-
ceived good positions in graded schools in this State and in [linois.”™

In the same year that this four weeks’ institute oceurred at Oskaloosa, and
also the year thereafter, Messrs. Piper and Haines conducted similar institutes
at Ft. Dodge, which were followed by similarly fayorable results, having a
marked effect upon the work of the schools. A\ more decisive impulse to the
normal institute movement came in November, 1870,when Prof. E. R. Eldridge
planned and organized, and Protf. Jerome Allen conducted an institute at
Washington. It is probable that about this time the term."*Normal Institute,”
appeared, as Superintendent A bernethy’s report in 1874 employs the expression,
and discusses the merits of the same, and in 1873, Superintendent Eldndge
refers to his institutes in his report to the State Department as “the normal
and training school.™

The 1870 normal institute of Washington county continued two weeks, en-
rolling 216 members from sixteen different counties of soutli-eastern Towa, and
from Illinois. The special characteristic of this new type of institute was in
the positive attention given to didactics. Dr. Allen devoted his time to teach-
ing methods, school government. school management, organization, ete., the
other instructors teaching the scholastic branches. This institute was so satis-
factory that it was permanently organized, and sessions were held in ’72 and '73
__that of '73 being a two months session. During the session of "73, State Su-
perintendent Abernethy called a meeting of the county superintendents at
Washington, and the new plan was thoroughly and favorably considered by
this convention. resulting in a decision to press the pext General Assembly for
a law that would recognize such institutes to be held in every county in the
State.

Institutes of this kind were held also in '71 at Vinton, lowa Falls, Cedar
Falls, Springdale and Independence: in 72 at Corydon. Corning, Sigourney and
Oskaloosa. and perhaps other places. All were very successful, and the results
were much applanded by workers and by attendants; the general attention of
the public was attracted; the press strongly approved, and all the friends of ed-
heation united with the State Department of Public Instruction to secure the
endorsement of the plan by the General Assembly. Senator Kephart, now
Bishop Kephart of the United Brethren Chureh, took charge of the bill, and as
a result of harmony of action and of wisdom in those empowered and author-
ized to press the matter before the General Assembly, the institute law of 1874
was passed, and from that date almost every county has annually held a two to
four weelks’ normal institute.

6. THE LAW OF 1874,
The legal status of the teachers’ institutes under the law of 1874 is as fol-
lows:

1. The County Superintendent is required to annually hold a normal insti-
tute for the instruction of teachers and those desiring to teach.

2, The County Superintendent, with the concurrence of the Superintend-
ent of Public Instruetion. procures such assistance as may be necessary to con-

duet the same. He practically controls the wages and the appointmentof these
conductors and instructors.

3. The institute must be held at a time when the schools are generally
closed.
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4. The expenses of the institute are defrayed by,

a. The one-dollar registration fee of each member enrolled.

b. A one-dollar examination fee from each candidate for certificate.
¢, $50.00 appropriated by the State.

d. Appropriations made by the County Boards of Supervisors.

5. The institute fund is drawn from the treasury on the order of the
County Superintendent, he having sole authority in auditing bills.

6. Teachers get no pay while in attendance.

7. The County Superintendent gets no extra compensation for services
rendered the institute.

8. There are no legal requirements determining the qualifications of inst-
tute instructors and conductors.

7. THE GRADED NORMAL INSTITUTE.

After a few years work under the plan adopted by the law of 1874, the in-
stitute began to get irksome to the better qualitied teachers. as so much time
was devoted to the subject matter of the branches and to those teachers with
little or no experience. Hence the leaders in the work began to cast about for
some remedy. In the institutes as held since '74 a course of study had been
adopted and quite generally introduced. This course of study commonly class-
ified the teachers into three grades, being determined by scholarship, number
of institutes attended and experjence in teaching. The instruction of the in-
stitute was modified to suit the needs and the interests of these several classes
or grades. Finallyin some counties, in order to hold the most advanced and
most scholarly teachers, higher subjects than the common school branches were
introduced. These varied somewhat, but frequently consisted of two or more
selections each year from algebra, physics, hotany, political economy, physical
geography, ete.

In August, 1880, County Superintendent N. W. Boyes of Dubuque County.
developed and putinto operation the first graded normal institute, and arranged
that at the completion of the prescribed course of study, professional certifi-
cates were given as a recognition of professional advancement and standing,
and all such persons were released from future attendance. This plan received
the hearty endorsement of the educators who investigated its workings, and its
advent was specially encouraged by all those counties where the other plan of
interesting the more superior teachers had been employed, and where advanced
branches were already introduced. In December, 1880, the State Teachers’ As-
sociation appointed a committee 1o assist the State Superintendent of Publie
Instruetion in the preparation of a course of study for graded institutes. The
work of the committee was done so well as to be adopted, at once. in a number
of counties, and such success and satisfaction attended the new kind of insti-
tute that the State Teachers’ Association, in 1884, gave its hearly endorsement
of the modified system, and instructed the Advisory Board of the Educational
Council to co-operate with the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, and
make such modifications in the course published in 1850 as experience and the
demands of the times would justify. From this time all the more enterprising
counties have maintained graded institutes, conforming generally as to course
of study, but differing greatly as to the privileges and exemptions granted to
those who complete the work required,

8. THE ENROLLMENT AND THE FINANCES.

The first year under the law of 1874, institutes were held in 92 of the 99
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counties of the State, envolling 6,774 persons, and costing for instruction and
incidental expenses $16,452.73, leaving a balance on hand in the institute fund
of $2.479.32. In 1886, institutes were held in every county of the State, enroll-
ing 18,026 persons, and costing for instruction and incidentals $49.780.90, leaving
a balance of $16,361.35.

The conductors of these institutes where they are not County Superintend-
ents, are paid about $50.00 a week for their services, though there are rare cases
where $60.00 and even more have been paid. Instructors are paid from %20.00
to $50.00 a week, according to their professional reputation, and the amount on
hand in the institute fund. There isno line of educational work where remu-
neration is more liberal. and the financial condition insures the best talent if
proper care and wisdom is used by the County Superintendent.

9, THE PRESENT CONDITION OF THE NORMAL INSTITUTE.

Fifteen years of experience in this kind of work have passed since the
founding of the normal institute. Fifteen years, they have been, of experi-
menting, of modifying, of honest endeavor to better the teachers in scholarship
and training. In these fifteen years the number of teachers in the State has
been doubled, while the educational instrumentalities that can be used to pre-
pare teachers have not been increased as much as the times and the needs de-
mand. The State has founded and fairly supported the normal school, when
she should have. at least, four such institutions doing regular work in the
special education of teachers. There is a dearth of well qualified teachers of a
good grade and of good development and training, such as the normal institute
cannot equip and prepare in its limited time and with its limited resources.

The present normal institute is not up to the grade that it is possible for it
to attain. Considering its opportunities and the length of time it has bheen in
existence, its progress has been very slow, and at times at an evident stand-
still. Perhaps the most injurious influence that it has to contend against is the
constant change in the county superintendency, and the consequent change in
policy and plan that has made it often unsatistactory to those who are desirous
of being benefitted. Considering the supreme authority granted the superin-
tendents in the organization and management of the institutes, and knowing
the brief official existence of most of them, it is a wonder that the great inter
ests at stake are not more hampered and neglected. System is all well enough,
but it cannot be made a substitute for skill and experience. There is no work
in an educational line as likely to suffer from lack of skill and experience as the
normal institute, and it is to-day. to too great an extent, a field for experiment
and for waste of energy.

There are institutes and institutes. Some excellent, some good., some fair.
some poor; all elaiming to be organized according to the best plans known, and
to be all that enterprise and effort can make them. The chief cause for these
marked differences in the character of the work done by these institutes is due
to the fact that institute condueting 1s not assumed to be professional work, but
oflicial work, and hence to be annonnced as conductor of an institute does not
mean anyvthing at all that ean be specially defined. Nothing could add more to
the improvement of the normal institute than a close supervision of the ap-
pointment of those who are to conduct and to instruct in these short summer
schools. No one should be permitted to assume such a place of importance and
of usefulness as a conduector without good accurate scholarship, extended ex-
perience as a teacher, and also experience as an instruetor in institutes. Con-
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ducting should mean executive skill. a knowledge of how to so manage as to
economize time, and special ability as an instructor in professional subjects.

The interests of the work, the importance of {he hours to be employed, the
size of the classes to be instructed, all would exact the utmost eare in the selec-
tion of those who instruct, and assist the condueter. Policy and political favor
should be refused the control over such appointments, as the time has certainly
come to require that institute instrueting and condueting should be purely pro-
fessional work. The State should more carefully supervise the selection and
the appointment of those persons, and none should be allowed such positions
without the closest official scrutiny of their fitness for such places of trust and
usefulness.

The normal institute has done a greatl work. but it is capable of doing a
much greater work Considering the greatness of the field, the exigencies of
the times, the limitations as to time and as to expense for the teacher, it has
done a work beyond any mathematical computation. Modifications will come
as times and needs change. The Towa teachers, superintendents, and people
are always ready to make ehinzes that will add to the power and the efficiency
of the publie schools.

BERRYMAN JENNINGS,
FIRST SCHOOL TEACHER IN IOWA, 13830

BY PROF. T. 8. PARVIN.

’ At an early day and before any settlements had been made by Americans in

[owa. there was a Fort Edwards and a small settlement at Warsaw in Illinois,
at the foot of the Des Moines Rapids. There was another at the head of the
rapids, on the east bank of the Mississippi river, at a place called Commerce,
later when it had been bought up by the Mormons called (as now) Nauvoo.
Before the era of the Mormons, American people had crowded over the river,
and located upon the “Half-Breed Tract.” embracing the whole of the present
county ot Il.ee, and the only portion of the district open to settlement. Many
of these people had tamilies and children of a school age, for whom they sought
the aid of a teacher.

The parents of young Jennings were then residing at Commerce, Illinois,
and their son was induced to enter the promised land, and teach *the young
idea (not Indians) though they were as

«Thick as autumnal leaves that strew the brooks
In Vallambrosa’

how to shoot.” All this and more he did, commeneing in October and closing
his term with the year 1830. During these long, and they must have bheen
weary months, the young pedagogue read medicine with his chief patron, Dr.
[saac Galland, with whom he boarded and in whose house he *‘kept sehool.””
Of his previous history we know but little beyond this: He was born in Jessa-
mine County, Kentucky, June 16, 18073 removed with his parents to Illinois
<ome time in the twenties, where he married in 1833, and subsequently located
in Burlington. In 1847 he joined the overland emigrant train,westward bound,
and later found a home

‘“Where the Oregon rolls his flood to the sea,”
and located and still lives (1888) an octogenarian at Oregon City, honored and

1 1
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BERRYMAN JENNINGS.

respected by the pioneers and the settlers of to-day in that once far-off land.
Blest be the memory of Towa’'s first teacher.
“Though with slow steps goes torth the sower, weeping,
And on earth’s lap his precious treasures leave,
Y et comes the harvest with its joyous reaping,
When shall be gathered home the ripened sheave.”
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STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA.

BY J. L. PICKARD, LL. D.

HISTORY.

Like all similar institutions it had its beginning in a Congressional enact-
ment providing generally for the gift of two townships of land to each State or-
ganization out of public territory—and again specilically to Towa first in 1840,
and afterward in 1846.

The land thus granted. amounting to 46,080 acres, was mostly sold at an
early date. The flrst 31,000 acres yielded only $3.50 per acre on an average.

The State afterward gave to the University 4,600 acres of saline lands, and
some saline land contracts of little value. Less than 6,000 aeres of all lands re-
main unsold, and the productive fund realized from sales is but little more than
F200), 000,

Februoary 25, 1847, un acét was approved loeating the State University at
Towa City, “with such branches as the public convenience may require.” Fif-
teen trustees were appointed, and no steps were taken toward organizing the
University until 1849, when the Legislature authorized the establishment of one
branch at Dubuque and another at Fairfield, and three normal schools at An-
drew, Oskaloosa and Mt. Pleasant. The “*Fairfield branch,” the only one or-
ganized of the two, maintained a feeble existence till 1858, Normal schools

were organized at Andrew and Oskaloosa, but without University funds. only
$500 being donated each by the State.

By the constitution of 1857 the University was located permanently at lowa
City “without branches.”

March, 1855. the University was opened for sixteen weeks. During that
term Loran Andrews, of Ohio, was elected President but declined. 1'pon July
16 of the same year, Amos Dean, LL. D., of New York.was elected Chaneellor.
After four years nominal connection with the University, during which he ad-
vised with the Trustees. he presented a plan of organization having five philo-
sophical and four scientific departments, Chancellor Dean resigned.

Under the organization by advice of Chancellor Dean, 1lenry 8. Welton, A.
M., acted as Drofessor of Ancient Languages: Alexander Johnston, A. M.
Mathematics; John Van Valkenburg, Prineipal Norvmal School, and E. M
Guflin, Prineipal Preparatory School.

Changes were made at close of year 1855-"56, whereby there were added to
the Faculty J. M. Stone, Natural Philosophy. and George R. Perkins, Mathe-
maties, in place of Alexander Johnston. D. Franklin Wells, Normal School, in
place of J. Van Valkenburg.

Professors Welton and Guflin were retained,

James Hall, A. M., and Josiah Whitney, A. M., were retained, though 1t
does not appear that either engaged in teaching during the year 1855-"50.

Chanecellor Dean received no compensation for his services except for ex-
penses incurred in two or three visits to Lowa City.

Six professors served until April 27, 1858, when the University was closed,
except the Normal Department, which was opened September, 1858.

September, 1860, witnessed the re-organization of the University, with
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Silas Totten, D. D., of Connecticut, as President. The reorganization eni-
braced three philosophical and threescientific departments—the normal depart-
ment remaining as a separate organization.

In 1862, Dr. Totten resigned, and was succeeded by Prof. O. M. Spencer,
The abolition of the Board of Education in 1864 left the University in the hands
of nine trustees. of which body the Governor of the State a nd the President of
the University were ez-officio members.

In 1865 an important change was made, and three departments, preparato-
vy, normal and collegiate, were instituted. The Collegiate Department em-
braced two conrses—classical and scientific—with four classes in each. Three
years of the scientilic course entitled the student to the degree of B. S., and an
additional vear to the degree of B. Ph. Four years of classical course ended in
the degree of A. B. The normal course was limited to two years—all elementa-
ry studies of that course being transferred to the preparatory department.

1 1866 President Spencer had leave of absence for foreign travel, and Prof.
N. R. Leonard. A. M., was made President pro fem, and continued to serve n
this capacity until June, 1868—Dr. Spencer having resigned in the meantime.

March, 1868, James Black, D. D., of Pennsylvania, was elected President,
and entered upon his duties the tollowing September.

April 11, 1870, by an act of the Legislature the Board of Trustees was re
placed by a “*Board of Regents.” with the Governor. Superintendent of Publie
Instruction, and the President of the University ex-officio members—and one
member from each Congressional distriet of the State.

August, 1870, Dr. Black resigned the presidency, taking effect the Decem-
ber following.

March. 1871, George Thacher, D. D., of ITowa, was elected President., and
began his duties in April.

In 1873 the Normal Department was discontinued,and a course in didacties
was introduced into the senior year of the Collegiate Department, leading after
two years of successful teaching to the degree of Bachelor of Didactics.

June, 1877, the relations of Dr. Thacher as President were terminated, and

Christian W. Slagle, a member of the Board of Regents, was elected President
nntil the Board should choose a suceessor to Dr. Thacher.

I878. The preparatory department was abolished. Two courses, classical
and scientific. were established in the Collegiate Department wilh four classes
in each. the former leading to the degrees of B. A.and B. Ph., (the study of
Greek required for the first). The degrees conferred in the scientific course
were B. S, and C. E.

June, 1878, Josiah L. Pickard, of Illinois, was elected President and re-
signed in 1887,

Charles A. Schaeffer. Ph. D.,of New York, was elected to the oflice which
he now holds.

In 1886 a change was made in the Board of Regents by taking from the ex
officio members. the President of the University,

PROFESSIONAL DEPARTMENTS.
LAW DEPARTMENT.
Provisions for opening the Law Department were made June, 1568, and in
September of that year the Law School of Des Moines was transferred to Iowa
City, and was merged into the Law Dejartment of the State ['niversity.
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MEDICAL DEPARTMENT.

This department was organized October, 1870—{the medical school at Keo-
kuk having held a quasi connection with the University at an earlier date and
retaining it for a short time after 1570.)

HOMEOPATHIC MEDICAL DEPARTMENT.
This department was organized in accordance with legislative requirement
with two chairs in 15876,
ENGINEERING DEPARITMENT.
Organized in 1876 and merged in scientific conrse in 1878,
DENTAL DEPARTMENT. 5

After two years independent existence, and two years partial counection.
this department became u component part or the University in 1886, the sala-
ries of the professors being paid out of the appropriation for 15856 for the years
1884 and 1885, after dedueting tuition fees previously received by them for. the

two yegrs above named.

PHARMACEUTICAL DEFARTMENT,

Organized independent of University. so far as support is concerned, 1886.

STATE AID.

The Congressional grants of lands invested as a permanent fund and Tu-
itions have not been sufficient for support of the University. Applications have
been made to the Legislature from time to time for aid in buildings and in cur-

rent expenses,

These appeals have resulted as follows:

1857—For Oskaloosa Normal Sehool,. . ... coan v etz ananinasnsasi,eaa® 1,000
Andrew n 2 S L It ) ok 00 1.000
1858 BADAIIR, - = <o nnvinmmms e wyoting wuon s §on 284040 S8 Py e g B B 3.000
New Building, (South Hall,). ....ccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiviniicivenies 10,000
1860 Additional Repairs. (from Saline Fund,)..........ccoveveo..0 8,000
“«  Apparatus. (from Saline Fund,) .. ... vanaa 5.000r
1864 * New Building, (Chapel or North Hall,)...........covivaninnnes 20,000
Towa City contributed material valued at $3,000
1866 4 For completion of North Hall.. ... o R R R AR A TR 13.000
| = Heating Siate Roof and Repairs.....  tipriiny  Vomar % GBI s 5.000
1868 ** Repairs and to 1ncrease efficiency,... ..o iiiiiieiiivics wonan 20,000
1870 L SUDTOTE OF TRIVEEBIEY i venonin min siomta v siokatas bale Siate sl ERab KT
1872  ** Inecrease of Salaries and for support of University and Repairs 52,300
1874 2 Gurrent EXDBHSRS Caca v o soraess o L R e 46,000
1876 2 Ve N 1o B A okt o SE s w o ) e Ry s 43,357
| ** Homeopathic Medical Dept.;.....civ ciinviiiiiiins aransadanas 4. 10l
18783 . BODALTHL irirctvns s omem b bimosxas ke i X, ok s St e o [ 10,000
B9« permanent annual Endowment, .. ......iiiiiiiiiieeiiiaiias 20,000
"\ s adical " Butlding. < o ileaan s b s R By L R O P P 30,000
18820 ** Repairs and Enlargement,......ci...o ciionviaivavisosacsvies 10.000
ARG ST 1T v o o L e A LI QR 89 S T 10,000
’ «« Qeience Building and Furnishing, ete., . ..o v ciiaiiecians 59,600
1884 ] ** Repairs and Refrigerator for Med Dept., ......coooiiiiiin. 4.900
)  Addition to Annual permanent Appropriation. . ... ... «..ee-- 8. 000
& 2 10573 {61 (20 4 (g A SRS O P e s S S P N 2 o s 20.000
T L o T8 05 T s 1 - PP A e e RN e T 30,000
b D art A D eTATIINOU .« o s s imee s sl s o omivin b ipegsat o pidii ST S 2.000
S (TG R D BN ROR ci o winviei s siargiaic +arhses wilap o7 shalhiss alboumoists maeah e o o 40,000
1868 € R BPAITE, . v s oo sitioin bams y¥romueneniag ws subiee ey ey ayassys 8.500r
D997 ¢ Chemical and PhysSicAl APparatns, .. i saaiesiasice seas s 2.500¢
L N N ERTINT CONTEG, < oo « o miains vt (o/k o mninlaisia slaipin s S e He T S8 1,000

_ This last appropriation is payable in fourinstallments—the first only
paid in 1888,

The total amount appropriated by the State outside of Endowmen
Endowment Funds—$20.000 for 10 yrs., $8,000 for 4 y18...c.ovv.

Pota L anrOpLIAONSED TBEB. L e ciiiis dvivnneias tis o ie s yadom(sim s eareimmnrs $709,257

t Funds$447,257
e es e 282000




[OWA NORMAL MONTHLY. a17

Of this total appropriation there has been paid into the University

IDRORATIIN: —ovtiv s dnan o la/a aia s slhvabtls « &Mts S Rt s e e e e o e S RO TS
Available for 1889-90.... ... Ceeaee beaeene saeseemnesns ot S RS s 39.000
$709,257

Of this total amount nearly $175.000 has been used in buildings and repairs.
WORK ACCOMPLISHED.

Permanent Improvements..... ... .......... e AN N R P e $175 000
R T B e e bt A (s oY e Toy s o e e A e il acie . 20,000 volumes
Apparatus estimated. - ............ N B o 7S T i T, .. 8,000

Museum and Varied Colleciions—the largest west of Michigan, and is of
special value in matters of illustrative teaching.

GRADUATES.

NOTI AL DB DAY LIDETI G o5 s s ety 52351 7a%) e el b s e e R ok L RS
Collegiate Department ............ TR W) Wt | & ot o L T 593
LaW Department,. ... oconssvseeners sosbsaonie 45 aasasaisasaiaiiesssons 1316
Medical Depaxtment ;. ve, sai sines wisnie e A S el b 494
Homeopathic Medical I}epartment ...... i B colie P TS A R AN e A e 113
NENtAN IV ERaTNCID. . - . cives armes salepais e dua s TAT v cIE L P v e rarare AU
Pharmaceutical Depurtment-..., ....................... e aat e
Engineering Department............... A e e S S R A b :
B0 1 s e i BT S O T £ B 0 I Ty S B S < o 2y 2806

The University at this writing, Dec. thb lmw-—-
Professors employed tull llmfﬂ .............................................. 30)
Assistants I NN AR S S S I R B SR R DR )
Librarian kit & = oL TR e e IO s £ Qo ts A ey - 1
* Assistants and Lectourers palt IR R A ST R —
Librarians, Law and Medical parttime.... «ccvcecvvacrniovrnnas V. | N .
bR s e, T 61

*In many cases for a few lectures npon special subjects. tIIE‘ Depdltmfmh
are provided as follows: ‘ _
I’rofessors and Assistants

including lLibrarvians. Students.

Collegiate. .. ..... e e T R R e ihenie 2b3
L{l“ ...................... -a-........EL.............+.....1...._..........“2
MBAICHES il onel ehdora e DSTEL 0 5 LT I | 14 61 L) AR L kb I T A 2N
Homeopathie Pt D S B e R S e e B A e B Y TR 27
Dental. . e e A v e T, | . L S 70
Phﬂl‘ﬂl:lf‘EllllC"ﬂ e T I o e " i I A v e S A el 15
8 b5y 2 R W -- L T G e o SNERRN (s IEL IR IR W R ST 0 el - AT

T Deduet Twice ( mmlp{l .............. R e g I iy S i et e e o O
51 HG8

For the first five years after reorganization of University the average en-
rollment in College ()I‘ISHEE was 20. For the last five years ending June, 1888,
249,

THE PRESENT CONDITION OF THE STATE UNIVERSITY.

Since the State University of Iowa belongs to the people of the State, and
i& intended for their benefit, it is proper that they should keep themselves in-

# A1l but two are in other departments also or are employed as Demonstrators for brief
time,

t+Professors lecture to students of several departments, chieflv Medieal Homeopathic
Medical, Dental and Pharmuceutical. Students also are enrolled in two departments in
nine cases
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formed as to the general condition of affairs at that institution. 'We therefore
present the following as embodying the main points of interest.

No recent change in the organization has been made, the University em-
bracing merely the six departments as enumerated elsewhere. But numerous

g B e D changes have taken
e Ve B 1L ——— place within the past
== S h == - == el __.;'__“ = two or three years in

some of the special
Faculties. This is
guite noticeable both
in the Collegiate and
Dental Faculties.
The Collegiate Fac-
ulty eontains fourteen
. _ full professors and
WA [ seven assistants. Of
Lo 1h EM\TNW]LWN ,:_.mﬂ-hm ®  this number four only
e . e S L had served more than
: e N, ———— three years at the be-
ginning of the current college year. Since there is no Preparatory Department
of the University all of these twenty one instructors are engaged exclusively
in the Collegiate Department, thus rendering it possible to give instruction in
many special lines of work, in science, in literature. in history. in engineering,
and in other directions. During the past summer the Dental Department was
reorganized, and in place of four full professors there are now but two. The
work of the other two chairs of instruction is now supplied by a number of
Jecturers. demonstrators and clinical instructors, thus givirg much broader
scope and greater variety in the specialties taught in the Department. SO Sue-
cessful has been this change in the organization of the Department that there
is already an increase in attendance, over last vear, of almost fifty per cent:
the attendance last year being fifty-two. and at present seventy-five. In the
Law Department a new resident professor has been added to the Faculty, a
gentleman of note as a juaist. and who was formerly on the Supreme bench of
Vermont.

Perhaps the most important change that has been made 1ecently is one
which very materially increases the requirements for graduation in the Medic-
al, Homaopathic Medical, and Dental Departments. In the former two, al-
though a graded course of instruection extending through three years was offer-
ed. nevertheless, if the candidate desired, he could complete the course in two
years, and in the Dental Department the entire course was finished in two
years By recent action of the Board of Regents students entering any one
of these Departments will be hereafter required to take three courses of lect-
ures. and at the same time the lecture term will be extended from five to SIX
months. Provision will be made for the proper gradation of studies, so that
while the student may be required to attend a number of conrses twice it will
not be necessary in all cases. The courses will be so arranged that the more
ogeneral and elementary will be taken early in the course, and the more ad-
vanced and strictly professional during the latter part. These changes will put
the professional departments on a much higher plane and enable the graduates
to take higher rank than ever before.

The amount of practical work in the various laboratories and drafting
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rooms is steadily inereasing, so much so that the chemical laboratory is incapa-
ble of properly acccommodating the large number of students seeking admis-
sion. The State has with great hiberality erected substantial and capacaious
buildings for the accommodation of the criminal classes; she hasspent millions
of dollars for the insane. But she has not encouraged as she should have done
the higher educational development of her youth. Though not altogether neg-
lecting it, she has not been as liberal as her means would have allowed. Hence
it is. unfortunately, true that the accommodations at the State University are
not such as they should be when we take into consideration the wealth and im-
portance of Towa. What is needed in order to put the University on a better
footing, so that it may be worthy of the State, is a larger endowment where-
with to increase, and improve, both the accommodations and the equipment.

The total number of students in all departments at the present time 1s 590,
and there is every prospect that the number will exceed 600 before the end ot
the college vear.

JOSIAH L. PICKARD, A. M., LL. D.

Among the prominent educators of the Northwest, no one has become more
widely or more favorably known than Dr. J. L. Pickard. Three States have
directly felt the influence of his work. Eighteen years in Wisconsin, thirteen
vears in Illinois, and ten years in lowa where he now resides—his educational
career thus embraces a period of .more than forty years.

J. L. Pickard was born March 17, 1824 in Rowley, Essex county, Massachu-
setts. Ile spent his boyhood on his father’s farm, and there learned those

. habits of industry, economy and tem-
perance which have characterized his
sucedssful life. After attending a pre-
paratory schbool he entered Bowdoin
College, graduating in 15844, He taught
his first school in Minot, Maine, in the
winter of 1843-4. After graduation he
taok charge of the Academy of North
Conway, New Hawmpshire, for a short
time. DBut within a year he was on his
~ way toward the far West. Ile f{inally
~ \ found his way to Platteville. Wiscon-
sin, where, in November, 1846, he took
charge of Platteville Academy. which
had not long been organized. When he
opened Platteville Academy flve stu-
dents responded to roll call on the first
day. But by the close of the year, 109
different students had been enrolled.
Helremained at the head of the school
until 1859, when it had an attendance

AN of more than three "hundred. Nearly
twelve hundred ditterent students were under his instruetion during his thir-
teen years work in the academy. It is said that to him more than to any other
man are due the effort and the interest that led to the establishment of a State
Normal School at Platteville.
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It was while in Platteville Academy that he with others conduected the first
teachers’ institute ever held in Towa. at Dubuque, April, 1849,

In 1859 Mr. Pickard was elected to the office of Superintendent of Publie
Instruetion of Wisconsin, and he entered upon his official duties January 1,
1860, - With reluctance he left the dear academy, Buat it was hoped that the
change might better his health, which had been somewhat impaired by hard
and protracted mental labor. Ie thought that on the expiration of his official
term he would return to the academy, but on account of dimmed eyesight he
was persuaded not to return to the school room. Ile was twice re-elected (o
the office of State Superintendent. And in 1864 he resigned to accept the super-
intendency of the publie schools of Chicago., During his eighteen years work
in Wisconsin he did much to advanee the schools of the State. To his foresight
and energy were largely due the organization of the Wisconsin State Teachers’
Asssociation, the establishment of the Wisconsin Journal of Edueation, and the
thorough establishment of the normal 1pstitutes.

While in C'hicago in 1866, he was elected President ot the [University of
Wisconsin. but feeling that he could not leave his work in Chicago so soon
after entering upon jt, he declined. Dr. Pickard remained in charge of the
(Chicago schools for thirteen years. from 1864 to 1877, During this time the at-
tendance of these schools was quadrupled, and their efficieney increased. In
1570 he was elected President of the National Educational Association, over
whose meeting he presided in St. Louis in 1871.

After resigning his position in Chicago he spent the following year in study,
lecturing and rest. Ie was making preparvations for a trip to Euwrope. when. in
1578, he was elected to the presidency of the Towa State University, He accept.
ed the position, which he held for nine years. 1In 1857 he resigned the presi-
dency, but he still retains a professtbrship in the UUniversity—the chair of Polit-
ical Science,

[U'nder the presideney of Dr. Pickard the State University of lowa became
more widely and favorably known than ever before. Duving his term of office
he conferred the honors of the State University upon 1,546 graduates. The ac-
commodations of the University in the way of new buildings and appliances
were greatly increased under the administration of Dr. Pickard. Under his
management the institution was brought to the dignity of dropping the prepar-
atory department., and maintaining only college classes.

Every educational institution and work to which Dr. Pickard has put his
mind and heart has prospered,

His worth as a man and his rank as an educator are shown in the high es-
teem in which he is held in the educational circles of our country. Onece hon-
ored with the presidency of the National Educational Association, and twice
elected to the presidency of the National Educational Couneil, the highest edu-
cational organization in the land, once in 1887 and again in 1888. At the an-
nual meeting of the Iowa State Teachers’ Association in 1887, he was elected
president for the meeting of 1888. The manner in which he presided over this
meeling at Des Moines gives it a mark of distinetion among the assoctation
meetings of the State, for profit, for interest and for business dispatch.

Dr. Pickard presents a fine personal appearance. His bearing, manners and
conversation are pleasant. To meet him and talk with him 1s profitable and
enjoyable. He is one of God’s noble workers in the cause of education.

Dr. Pickard was married August 24, 1847, at Newark. New Jersey, to Cor-
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nelis. Van Cleve Woodhull. They had three children, \Alice, Frederick and
Fanuy, all born at Platteville. Alice died during the family’s residence 1n
Chicago. Mu1s. Pickard is beloved by all who know her. Her husband’s success
is largely owing to her worth and wise counsel. All the honors he has earned
she deserves to share.

CHARLES A. EGGERT, A. M., PH. D.

Prof. Eggert was born in Magdeburg, Saxony, Prussia. Oct. 1, 1835, After
studying at the college of his native city he went to Berlin and entered the
[University there, thence to the University of Heidleberg where he took the de-
gree of Doctor of Philosophy in 1854,  After graduation he spent two years in
the study of Art, principally in Italy and Paris. In the summer of 1859 he
traveled extensively in England. In the latter part of that year he came to
America and visited a brother at La Crosse, Wisconsin. He did not expect to
cemain in America when he came. But after a time he came with his brother
to Delaware Co.. Towa, where they together purchased land and began farm-
ing.

In 1862 he began teaching in the High School at Davenport. In 1864 he ac-
cepted the position of book-keever in the Muscatine National Bank where he
remained ten months. In Feb, 1865 he accepted the call to the Professorship
of Modern Languages in the Iowa State University. and lhas since held that
position, now serving his twenty-fourth yvear.

In 1876 Prof. Eggert made a trip to Eurone and visited all the principal
European Universities, and attended lectures at those famous garden spots of
learning in Berlin, Paris and Heidleberg,.

Prof . Eggert was married to Sophy M. French of Muscatine, in 1867. In
that year he received the degree of M. A. from Princeton College. This was
probably due to his widely read articles on Political Economy published in all
the leading Eastern Journals, through which he became aequainted with the
well known political Economist, Henry C. Carey.

Extensive travel. observation and study have given Prof. Eggert a wide
and intimate knowledge of the atfairs of the world. especially of Europe and
America. His mind is a storehouse of learning which he has at ready com-
mand, and which makes him with his refinement and culture a strong man for
the University of lowa,

AMOS A. CURRIER, A. M.

It has been nearly thirty-two years since I’rofessor Currier came to Lowa to
engage in the educational work. He is of New England hirth. Born in Ca-
naan. N. ., Oct. 13, 1832. At the age of eighteen he entered Dartmouth Col-
lege. an institution that “‘tor almost a century has prosecuted its great mission.
graduating such men as Daniel Webster, Rufus Choate and a host of others
who have gained national or world-wide reputation.™

A. N. Currier came to Iowa in 1857, and entered Central University, at
Pella, as Professor of Ancient Languages.

In August, 1861, he left the class room to enter the battle field in defense of
his country. He enlisted in the 8th Iowa Infantry. and was with the regiment
in all its battles until April, 1862, when he was taken prisoner at Pittsburg
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Landing. After a tedious captivity, he was exchanged, and. in 1863, went into
the 11th Missouri regiment until the close of the war, in 1865, when he returned
to Pella, and again took his place in the University, where he remained until
1867, when he was elected to the chair of Ancient Languages in the lowa State
University. '

Professor Currier is still in the State University. serving his twenty-second
year. Since 1869 his work has been in the Latin Language and Literature.
He has filled his place all these years with eminent satisfaction and credit to
the University.

Prof. Corrier was married in 1868 to Miss Celia A. Moore, at Vienna, Ohio.
Miss Moore had been a teacher in the University at 'ella.

In 1875 Prof. Currier, in company with Prof. L. F. Parker, of the State Un-
iversity, made a trip to Europe, which was a pleasant and profitable vacation
from the tedious duties of the class room.

“T,atin Suffixes” is the title of a book by A. N. Currier, published by Eld-
ridge & Bros., Philadelphia.

Prof. Currier has frequently taken part in the programs of the State Teach-
ers’ Association, and his papers form some valuable contributions to the pub-
lished literature of that organization.

it A enltured gentleman in his class, as well as home, he commands, by his
talents and ability, the admiration and respect of those with whom he is brought
in contact.”

THOMAS H. McBRIDE, A. M.

T. TI. McBride is a native of Tennessee. He is now and has been for ten
years assistant professor of Natural Science in the State University. He was
born July 81, 1848. In 1854 the McBride family moved to Henry county, Towa.

In 1865 T. H. McBride enterea Lenox College, Hopkinton, Iowa, and was
there a pupil of Prof. ('alvin. He afterwards entered Monmouth (I11.) College.
from which he graduated in 1865, During this time he had some experience in
teaching country schools in Illinois.

After graduation he took charge of a sehool in Middlesex County, New Jer-
sey, for one year, when he returned to Monmouth College as a Professor. Here
he taught mathematics and modern languages till 1878, at which time ha