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J,fe co11fro11t the dr1rigets of su:ff·,.age by the blessings of Unirersal Educa
tion .-.I A :\TE:-- A. GAHFIELD. 

Vol. XII. DUBUQUE, FEBRUAR\' , 1889. No. 7. 

EDITORIAL PREFACE. 

Iowa n1ay be called the ~Inssachusetts of the West. Io,va is deeply 
concerned in the political and industrial movements of the country, but 
the cause nearest the hearts of her people is '' uniYersal education.'' 
Other States may boast of famous battle-fields and renouned military 

and political leaders, but Iowa points to her "school house on every hill
top,'' to her twenty-three thousand school teachers and her six hundred 
thousand school children as tbe glory of her statehood, tbe protection of 
her ci lizenship . 

.1\. half century of educational effort in Iowa now belongs to the past. 

Some earnest men and ,vomen have devoted noble lives to the great 
work. It is the purpose of this volume to make a few notes on the work 
and the '<vorkers of the past and present. It is certainly as befitting to 
write the educational history of our State as to make record of the po
litical and industrial history. 

'l'he ed urator' s work is not noisy. I-le attracts H ttle of the world 's at• 
tention. l-Iis victories and successes are not applauded by brass bands 
and booming ca.noon, but his worir is of deeper concern to tbe people 
tban political campaigns, or the achieve1nents of war. In the warp and 
woof of the social fabric of the country the teacher \\'eaves tbe bright
-est a11d ti.le most enduring colors. 

'I'he editor here desires to thank the corps of contributors who have 
helped in collecting and compiling the historical a11d biographical data. 
It has been no easy task to gather up the almost forgotten history of the 
work and workers of the past. Mucb may have been overlooked lbat 
should have been publisherl, and some parts of the volume might per
haps have been omitted. But in these pages there 1s certainly much that 
is worth preserving. 



HISTORY OF THE EARLY SCHOOLS AND EDUCA
TION IN IOWA, 1830-59 

llY T. "· l',\H\ T:S-. l J,;11.\l: t:,\l'lll'-, Ill\\\ 

This is tile title of the subj<:>ct assigntd 11s Ii_, 1lif' 1 ·1b •!-illl 1s ol tliC" 
Io"·., NoR"'\I \L .\l oXTllL't. upon which \\l' iirp I xpt < tr d t11 J•ll pa1t a 
JL011ogr"11h for lhe Sotn enir Edition of tl1t·i r ,·al 11ahll ~ 111 ~ 

In the preparation of tbis paper it ·will 1111t l11• :-,11 n111f'l1 11ll1 11111 pose 
to \\Tite an·· epito111izecl histo15 · of earl~ ,·duc;1tin11 J11 I'"•'· ns t11 ·nl11•rt 
the t1ot11 for s1H·h a history, to he writtf'n, WP l111-..1. nt 1u 1 .itl\· pe1111d ,,_, 
i:;0111r competent person. 1' he tinH• allo\\·P.1} 11s f01 tl11-; 1 ur 111,. t• i, n-.ut 
ticient for tl,e colJPcting alonc- of the 111•t>'11·d 111ntt•11 tJq_ an,t. he111g .1 on 
te1nporary of the "ork since the orga11izatiu11 ,,f 0111 tf',11ll•1iul gt ,e1J1 
nient (18~!-,. we nn1st rPly, to a Cr>rtain (•:-.tf-'ni, 1111011 11111 pt r-,onal l"l< 11l
le<'tion a ud k 110" I edge of the pa~s i 11g e, t>u t:- and !P~isl,ll I ou. , ·011<,;l, L 11t i 11 !:! 
a g-reat part of this llistor,. 

In tilt- prt>se11taU011 of the s11hje1·t ,., t' shall Le, t•ri--t• ti,~ un.ler pf t 1,P 
historian of nature. in that ,ye shall ain1 lt> pre.;p11t tiud d1sr11..,._ l,o\\ and 
\Yl1e11 the se,·eral forn1s of progTt·ss and de, elop111e11t l'anH· 111lo t'X•:-ti>11re 
iu our (•<lucatio11al S.\Steui. rather tba11 111 sl1n\"\ hnw tlat• e.11 lirr lnnu ... 
were changr,l into the highrr and mon, inq1•·oypiJ r11,•ll1t,d.., 11! the satlll' 

nature or <·haracter. 1'his is amply pro, idPd for iii 111 .. pl,111 of tile pub
lishers who li;n e assigned" sppc·ial snb.iects ,. 111 ('Xpert'i 111 tl,o~" dt'p:11 t
ments of our P<lucational ,,·ork. 

• 
Xo geueral history or educatio11 iu lo,,·:i. dn l:1r a-; "t' kilt•\\. or c.1 11 

learn , bas been \\Titten or co1npiled. Sot i111lE><•d ,,1 1111\ part ur tlii, 
great suhJ<><·t. r.i.,.rpl lhat of the ·· :-,tate l 'nh·er:-11 \ ,,f In\\·a. · tl1p liead 
of the ··com1non S('hool ::-ystem" of thE> "tatt. 'l'lii:-:: \ :llualill' n111110£!1a1,h 

prepared hy 1'homas If. BentoP .. Jr .. tht->11 preside11t of tilt> t,oa1tl ~•t 
tn1:-;tees and snperintendent of public iustru1·lil1n. \\a,- prepa1ed in 1 67. 
but 11ot p11blisltecl till tt•n years later. 

In, 1e\'\' of th,• uni\ ersalh rPcogntzPll fnct. St) \V1·ll J11t•:-P11ted t,, , ,
11
,. 

G-ritnes in his inaugural atlclrt>ss of D<•Cf>lub<•r 't, lSfil {the ,111111' y
1
,~

1 
t 1

11
, 

'' Io" a Statl' 1'eaeht>rs ~\ss<1ciatio11 ·' "as 01 g-·1n 17<'cl • t Ila t ''I'd uci1ti1111 ; .... 
the grent ecp1alizer of human COll<litio11~ : .. that "tl1v ~lat1· !ilt,,11lcl t>•· 
tn it that the elt•mellts of edueation, likf> Ll1t• t->le111f"nts ,,f 1111h t'rsal 11a
tun•, :11e abo, e, arou11d a1td beneath all:·· a111l tltat, "th!' f'1'l'p1•t11ii~ ot 
our rep11bliean institutions a111l syst('lll of i::!O\'t>l'ntnf>11t d1•1•t>t1d, npo11 tti1, 
u11h er-;al ecluention of the youth of thP country.,. It spe111s st ra11gf• i hn l 
no etrort has herelofnrp been alte1nptPd d11ri11g the lia!J 1·1•11iury lltl\\' 
passed in onr hi,,tory, to presellt the "h1stor) 111' t>llt11•ati1111.'· if not tlu· 
111ost imporlant. quit<' as intf>re'-ting a11d essential to ill11stratf• the• 

1
110-

grc•ss our people lulYe macle during these passi11g.) t•ar:-,. 

\Ve shall eudeavor to present the ' 1 First 1'hin~s ,. i11 tl1tir oriu,iJ,. in 
our syste1n: continui11g- froo1 that of ·· \\rho taught ll1t· lirst :--ehoul in 
in Io,Ya, \-Yhe11, and " ·h<•re ~•- \\'ht>11 "<' puhli8ltc•cl 011r Jirst 1•s~;iy u11 1 !Jis 
subject, tive years ago, a11d slunred that a school J1ad hl:'t>ll t;u,crht in 

,.., 

• 

• 
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lcnva as early as tht> fall aud winter of 1830, the leading papen, of the 
:,:;ta te se, erf•ly c·riticised our articll:'. They declared that, ,~hile a11 '' ol<l 
settl<'r ·, a11d .. \Yell posted ancl correct in our llistori<'al statements gen
erall~ :· tllat "i11 tltis we ,vere c-ertai nly ineorreet, as there could be no 
school "ithout <·hiid ren. and no children ,vithout people. and that prior 
to tlH' · Illa<'k-Ilawk' "·ar of 1832 there were uo sett len1ent,s or people in 
lo\\';L' · 

I t seems incn1nhent upon us no"·, in the presentation of th is subject, 
that ,ve first 111·oplt> the stat<> or tPrritory before we " open school. ' . \Ve 
shall therl'f'ore present an introcluetory chapter devoted to tlle suhje<'t of 
U1P 

•· The (•u11-,;c which I know not l :-.cnrched out. "-.Job. 

I>I~CO\'ER .. \' A:N'D SET'rLE)IF,N'"f 1763-1834. 
'l'he history of fo \\ a. "the l>~autiful land,'' is largely tinged with the 

111wtical of our natnre. ,,,<> can here only touch upon son1e of the 111ore 
salient µoints of her Jlistory, interesting as a ro1nance through all its 
early periocls. l o'\\'a \\'as thP ·' lirst child born of the brlissouri Compro-
1nise:· ~oon aft,er assuming thP responsibilities of statehood (1R46), her 
neueral .. \ssf'111bly, iu 18!51, <leclared that th <> State of Io,va was" bound 
to maintain tl1e union of these States by all the means in her po'\\'er.'' 
.. \ncl i11 the sa1ne :i·ear had ins<'ril>Pcl npon the block of l o"'a marble f'ur
nishecl :u1<l plar£•<1 in the " \Vashington >rational Monument" this ,Yell 
k.nown inscription : "lO\Ya-Ilcr aff<>rtion s, like the riYers of her borders. 
llo\\' tn an insc•p:t ralile nnion." Enorh ,,T. Eastin an, afterward lieutenant 
g-0YPJ'l101, ,Yas the author of this 1notto. To this faith I owa" as wedded 
from the fact Lhat her pc,ople were fron1 the older States uorth a1ul sonU1. 
an<l fro1n f'oreig11 lan1ls. Thf' 1lississippi ri,·er was th£• great highwa·y of 
IH·r <·itizens to lite rnarkets of the "'oriel, for the future net-work of rail
roads h:-id not ll1(•n bonnd tlJe States into a union by the strong l1c111ds of 
irou .iud -,tet>J as llO\\'. 

'fl1t .. 'l't>1Titury and ~tate of Iowa, tlie former n1uch th<' latger as in-
1·l11ding all of 1\licnesota and a part of Dakota. ,.,,as orig-i11ally a part of 
till'·· J,ouisia11a l'nrcha-,e" 1narte by President .Jefferson from Xapoleon, 
lirsl consul of } 'nHH·c·. in 180:~. France c-lain1ed all the .. tf'rritor.,· "est 
:111d 1n11eh of that east of the 1[ ississippi riYer by ril{ht of disc·o,~ery. 

l> I ::-C'O \' J.; I{\ A:-; D B \ H L \ :-.ETT LB)(J.;XTS. 

IJ1• "'11to. a gallaut eaYalierof ~pain. first sa\,. the c;reat ,Yest iu the 
~<" ,rorl<l a11il 1lisco\·ere1l the ~1issi~sippi river in ,.\pril. 1-511, \Vhich he 
c-ro::-sP<l. and clie1l in the li111tts ot' J,ouisiana and was buriecl heneath the 
FathPr of ,,·Htt>rs he had tlisc-oYc·red. lie. ho"'<'\er, founded no sc>ttle
nu•11ts. prorl1tl'ed 110 re:-.u1ts ancl left 110 trac·es of his discoYeriPs and e.>..
plorations sa,~p to ,l\vahc·n the hostilit~ of the n•cl man agai11~t the ,vhitt> 
1111u1. Tht> Fn•11e;h nation \\ as e.tger an<l rea,ly to seize nr>on the ne\vs of 
this discn,·ery au<l ,verP the first to profit hy De Soto's defeat. lrE:'t it 
\,·as more than a ceutury b<'fOl'<' the French set out npon ,oyageR of tlis
l'OYf'ry in this great 1 l:'gion of the '"est. 

In ~bl). Hi,:~ . .Ja1nes ) l an1nette ancl J ,ouis ,JoliPt, tvro enterprising 

• 



n1:;ssion:iries of tlic crn..;s and c;ruwn of r'r tit , 1 l\\, 
throug-h (~rer,n U l)'. np Fox 1'1Yt11' u11c!I L tl,.P \\, JI! 

age :111d down tile \Y 1sf'Ctnsi11 rivt'r. tl1•'\ Put r 1 • I ('I 
OU the 17th <lay or .J IIIH· (a llllllltl1 lllft11111 ,ll1l1 I 1 11 \ of 
Io" a J. 11;7::. 

l >rifting- rapidly 1l11,v11 :-I r<•:un, •JJl tltP :!-Slh th,, t 'I' 11 It· \\l t 
bank in th{• pn•st-nt 1•01111ty uf J,nc,, IO\\'ll. 11,• ti flt(' 11 1th If fl l)t:' 

~101111•..; 011 t 111• h1111ks of wlii1·!1 a r'ew 111if Ps 111 UH , th f 111t1d 

:-.evc•ral villag1•-, of lndia11:-., Sac a1,d F'.>xe~ of uu, rf 1 , I [hP) 

clt>sr·t:11ded no f11rtlter than latit11d1• ;33 ilegn.•p "' f1 I 1 
<.;ended to tJH, :{."ith dc•-!re,• t>t' l.11itude. 1,ater I ., !-.. I' Ht 1·p1d 
explo,er. tra,·er~P.d tile ~li,si:-isippi !"1001 Lhl:I fall I l n. • 11n-
11eapolb lo llH• ru1111th of tlte riv,•r, \\''1111,~ it. ,h•li 1 11 hr t l 11 (, 1lf uf 
)It-~ico. Jlf' clain1Pd all t liP. ,·ast regi1111 f11r Jtnu in th1 l 1t n at 
king. L(111i ::, XI\" .. and l,y 1111• 1:11,nr of hitn l'l[ an l 11 1111-
nH•nse a11d 1110:-.t ,·aluahlc e1111111ry \\', 1s oµenr> I lo Fr 1 1 tt I IJ \\ 1>Il1I. 

::\1•\\' <>rlea11:,; \\·a~ f11t111tlt-<l in 17Js aud ~•. J,nt11 111 17l l 111 I froru 
tb<·-.c• p11i11ts as radiati11g- Cl'lltf'r:-- -.1•ltl1•1ne11ts \\t J( 1n <I , cl th, rount1, 

ope1H•d up ill all rl ir .. ,·li1111s. 

In ]7ss tlit> fil':--l \\hitP 1nau ..,,,t,tJ1•rl \\itliin tlJP. 11n1 of lo\ 1 JU t ,1 
year atlt'r tlu-i auoption Of the fa11,,,11~ 1Jrdi11 lll('e of 17,; \\ Lto t' r I I\ I ll•ll 

relati\'t> to lrPf'dorn ::nd P.tl11calio11 \\·er" 10 1•xPrt "''" h un n1fl If 11 , 1pr,n 
the l1istory nt' the XortlJ\\'f'~t. .f1dH•11 J)t1llthttlf• tht> flt t , l11tt> 1 ttlPI. 
,vas a .Fro11C'}JJ11an and a 11ati·:r, of <'anada and a J e-.1dp111 ot I 11111 1111 
Cliien, ,YltP.re F,1rt Crawfo1d \\as loc,1t ... d, au,I a tnu.1111" J• • t. lie pu1-
c:ha:-~d ·1·ptt-1nl1t-r !!~ 17 . fro111 lll1111dl':t11 a11d otlu I C'l11t' ,~ of th, I· 1x 
I11dia11s a traet 11f laud COYPl'illl-{ th~ site 11f ti,,. ,·it} ,ifter\'"H11t hu ll 111d 
bearing hi:-- 11ao1e. Ile alterw;inl, (1',n·PtrlhE'r, 1i9l',. ohl une,I \ qu illlied 
,·ouurwati,111 of thi:-- graut. or .. 11t•r111it.'· asbt)'lf'tl 111 the L.1le )'t(lefli 01 
tbnt chn·, t1un1 the Baro11 iJ.,. ( 'an11uh·lct. the 'pani-,h (i 1\t 1111,1 .it ~c,, 
OrleaJ1:--. Ile hall ""rue t~n ,,·1titP 1uc11 in l11s e1npl11~ n1.,11t •llg-g ug cn1u
eral ( lead). HIid ma1riecl a11 I1ulia11 .-.quaw. lle d1r-d a \11.'lhu tu hiq \l('t 
in lSJII, a11d "·a~ huriPd nn a high bl111J O\ PJ'll)oking tht' rher ,1 0111~ or 60 
beh>,,· tile <·ity. .\. lf'aden <.;otliu t-UC-,(1cnpa:,:--P..tl Iris r•·11Ja1n , au<I u1•ur1 ttie 
cross \Ya:. i11:-.crih~1l: ·· .Jul1e11 lJ11h11que. ,uinel'. {1f the mtn • 111 i'\J)ain, 
<lit-d th•~ ~-tlh dav ot ~1an;li. J ~111. a~t:d 4!5 vea1 s aud n month . ,. At an . . 
earh· uay we v1:-.iLe<I tl1e ~ra ,·p : the cro,s ,\·a sti II the1 ". lJ ut th1• lead h~t d 
bte11 ren111vt-rl hy va11clal hands ,vho r,rorern•d Lo . teal I lit- lea<! to lite 
di~u .. ring of the on•. lt is litPrally Lru ... , as t,as hPe11 said, ·• tl1e .\111e1 i
can!, a1 ... the gr.,ate.-,t vandals'· k110\\·11 LO ll, ... \\"oriel. sinc;e the liars \\'l1t>u 
their 1•ro:.:enit<Jr:-- 1n kiud it1,·ad~<l llaly aud <lt-:;truyed her \\'ork ot arl. 

Thi~ l!ra11t "·as ~uh~eq11eutly held u.r tlie Suiir~UH! f'ourt 1Jf the lJnittd 
·1J1te.:,-lJ c~tnl,t:r term. I -5;:l-tu 1,t: rnen•ly ·· a l~a .. or lJerroit tu \\'Ork 

the wiues. ·• 

In I iU-> the Lieutenant lro,·e, 11or of Upper Loui .. ia na, --- ---
granted 10 B:L,il c;iard (also a Frenchcnan) a tract of 11pward:-i ol -~.ix,o 
n,•,e:- of lnn<l in "·bat i .. now Cl,l\'ton c 111,ay a11rl kuowu a:i thf• •· niard 
Tract.'· II~ c,c,·nriit>d ,vith others tl.Jis tract, nntler th~ 'paui h. French 
an<l Arn'!ncan :lllvernment.-; aod \\'as gr 1nte1 l at a lat~r day by the latter 
a'· patent·· tn his o~·n rigl1t. 

• 
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In 1Iareh, 1799, Louis Honore Tesson obtained from Tenon Trudeau, 
acting Lieutenant Go,·ernor of Upper Loujsiana, a "permit" to estab
lish himself at the bead of the lo~·er rapid::; (where lflontrose is no~· 
located) ·• for commerce in peltries and to ~·atch the Indians and keep 
then1 in the fidelity which tbey owe to llis Majesty .. , Here he built him 
a cabin and planted an orchard of apple trees, many of ,vhich were liv
ing and bearing \vnen Itnva was organized in 1&38. Of this·.' claim'' he 
took immediate possession and held it till 1805, wheu it passed to Thomas 
F. Reddick, whose heirs had confirmed to them by a decision of the Su
preme Court in 1839 one mile square of the original league of land. This 
is therefore the oldest legal title to land in Iowa. As this square league 
wa:.; situated ,vithin the limits of the famous " Ilalf-Breed 1."ract ,. (of 
"'hich wt, ::;hall speak) it became involved in the litigation \\hicll fol
lo"·ecl. 

lT.ALJ<'-RREED TRACT. 

In 1824, August 14, the Sacs and Foxes in a treaty made at Washing
ton'· reserved to the half-breeds of those tribes (confeuerated) a large 
portion of (the present county of L ee) the country bet,veen the lvlissis
sippi and Des niloines rivers, known in our legal history as·• 1'be IIalf
Breed 'l"ract. '' This reservation ,vas a triangular ::;trip of about 119,000 
arres. Under that treaty the'' half-breeds'' had the right to occupy the 
soil, but not to conYey it, tbe reversion being reserved to the United 
States. On the 30th of ,January, 1834, by act of Congress, tllis reversion
ary right was relinquished and the half-breeds acquired ihe lands in fee
:-i111ple. It was lu~i<l, llo,,·ever, ·· in comu1on, '' and not severalty. Prior 
to this last date and bet\\·een 182-1 and 1830, hovvever," a borde of specu
lators," in anticipation of such legislation for which they had lobbied at 
Washington, had co1ne npon the tract nnd ma.de settlements at tyJont
rose, l{eokuk and other points. It ,vas not till October 7, 1841, that tbe 
titles to these lands, among t,he most valuable it1 Iowa, was quieted by 
the drcree of the I o,va court partitioning the lauds among the new 
clailnants, for they had passed into the o,vnersbip of the white people. 

The influence exerted upon our history, political, legal and rcluca
tionul, of this I-Ialf-Ilreed 1'1 c1ct and its early settlers fully warrants its 
presentation in this counectiun. 

,ve sball, however, touch only upon the eclucc,tionul history, for here 
was estahlishect the first srhools ever taught in I o\va. 

Before any permanent settlen1ent had been made in the territory of 
lo"\Va or ,visconsin, white an<l venturous trappers and traders, many of 
,vhoru ,vere scattered along the .o-lississippi and it::; tributaries as agents 
and e1uployes of the American Fnr Company, intenuarriecl with the 
females of the Sac and .Fox lndians. ~lauy of then1 were respectable 
people. The first s~ttlement and the one productive of the greatest re
:sults ,vas made in L ee county in 1820 by Dr. Samuel C. ~luir, a surgeon 
in tbe United States ar1ny stationed at Fort Edwards, oo-.v 1Yarsa,~,, Ill., 
who built a cabin on the site of Keokuk. 1'he Doctor had been educated 
at Edinburgh, Scotland. and was a man of strict integrity and irre
proachable character and very popular in the army. He had t'allen in 
love and n1arried a beautiful lncliau maiden, to whom four children v.•ere 
born. one of whom, an honored lady, still lives iu Keoknk. 



---

111 reply to au onler of tlle \\", r I >t•partnH 11t fo1 aJI ,111,n ollir·e1-. aud 
:--olcl if'r, to c·ast o1J' their Indian \\ l\'P::, 111'. \l1111 s 1111: u. ~ta, ( ,od 
forbid tliat a sou of C:ilP<lonia !-ih011lu r-,er df'-;P1t 111 llul I or dJ-;l)\\Jl his 

elan, ·, and al one,· llln•"· up his couun is,io11 anti I etu t I tu p11, 1l< Iii l' 
Ile en·ctecl the tirst caliin in l\ltat is JH1\\ the 1·1l\ ot Ku1k11k :11,,1 lie
ca 1ue a, I saac IL Ca 111 pliell ( fa the1· of ,J. \\ .. ) :,;,t) s, th l' f, 1111cl1 1 oft 11a t cu, . 
'l'hl' \unals of Io,va for .J11h·. l'-Ui. 1•011ta1ns ,t leH,.:"lh ·11111 i11t11t>st111,.. 
letter lro111 \Ir < '. co11tai11iJ1g 11111ch , aluablr ruate11 I 101 0111 111 lot,. 
1·tl11catio11al ,t ud J>Olitical 11f tliat pt-11od. 

:\u1nero11s settleo1t·11ls \'it'l'1· 111ad .. in Le,• e,111111, prt , "tlie · Bl,ll k 
IIa,,·k ·· ,,·,n· of 18:{:! UPC.111-;e tlH· llalt-Hret-rl l'1.11·t \\,l 11 ,t 101 hiild£ n 
ground a::; all othl'I' 11ortiu11s of lo\\ a \\'as. \ flt'l' th,• tu ,It, at I 01 t \rt11 

stron~, or 1atht1 011 the ~ai11 lau1l i11 tlie ll1111ts ol ti, p11•,, nt cit, of 
I ht, euport. of :-ie11tpm he1 -. I S3:!, l h,• I 11<11a 11s \\, "" to hold 1111 st 1011 
of the IHUTO\\ strip rahout thirty niilt•:-; 111 ,, 1dtl1 ,tlou the ~Ii 1:-. 1pp1 
liYPr. till .\priI 1-,;3:;. "hen tlie co11111ry l,c1·ar111• OJ,e.llt I tn1 PttlenH•nt 

.\ n11n1uer of e11tc·r1>1·1~i1H! e1nigra11ts. J10,,e,<'1, ,·1 hsL•d 11,1 r to lJ11-
l>11<111e. l<'lint-II1 l1s. HO\\ H11rli11g-to11. t'agPr to 1uakt• "cla1111 ,111d t•I th·
lllf'flts. a11d tl10111.d1 !rt<111ently clriYP11 baek h) thr t1oop, itl l'rair11• du 
( 'h1en. 1\ arsa\\ :111<1 H1wk Isla11d , 111a11y sueceede> 1 i11 grtt1J1g tontlrold. 

'-ioo11 as th1· n•stliction \\'as re1110,·ed Sl'l tie, s II ;, t~ed 111 a11il to tire 
lift) fa111 ili es of Lt•e 1·0111,tyof 1~-;o Jar~e accessi1111-.; ,,e11 ll1,tdl· iu lb3::, 
a11cl all along the river. 

\\'ith thes<• settle1:-, 111:lll\' of thL•n1 h1i11gii1~ tl1Pir t,1111ilies. :110 1• a 
detnand Joi sc·htiob and tlie IO<'aus of ecl111·at11111. \\hiel1 ,it first n11d tor 
st•veral yE>ars \\ <'re what \\'as k11ow11 :1:-. ·• pri\ ate 1,1•ltn11I ,. " and l:ttU?ht 

iu 111ost priu1ithf'houses .incl " 'itho11l a11v rrH•thfl,101 _,,te111. But t1, ... , 
op1•111•d the ,va, aud Cl'ased 111,t th,·11 laiior:- till l,etlf•r ,-,te111:-- p11•\•ait,,,1. 

1-'rom lht
1

1llsl1J\1~,, 11f 111\\·a by ~Ja1·1111 .. ttP:111d ,Jolit>l 111 IH7J t,, its ('e.-..
:-.ion tu :t11t• t · 11 1t1·d ~t.1te:-. iJJ l "IO;;, l cnra \\'as t111d1•1 tlr" go,1•1·11111er1t ol 

Europt-an natie111s. }"1 a11ct> 1 la1n1t>cl ar11l lu•lcl it h) 1·1g-ht ,,t dh1·11,•1·1y till 
lht> closp of\\ hat is k110\\ 11 i11 \ 1n .. ri1·u11 lii:-.to, r a:-. the .. < >Id Fre111•h :111d 
J11dian \Yar,"' ('lllli11g Ill liti:; \\II( II ii \\',t, ('(•tlf' I In sr,ti11. In 1,011 Sp:ii11 
1etnw1•ded it to }'1 a11e1· L>, ,, hiclt 111Hlf-'r lhl' 1•1,11s11latP uf X,1poh·a11 ll \\a :-. 
soltl to lht> I "11ited .:,t,,tf-'s during tl1p pn1sid1•1H·\ of 'l'hn111a, ,}(•tff•r:-..011 

• 11nder the tn·aty Ill .\p1 ii ,lllrh. 1~11;{ k1111\\'II :rs the• J., 1ui::,i,111u p11n·l1ase. • · 
\\'hile 1111d1•r thP dnr11i11io11 111' "'J•ai11 lllf• \\'holt• ternt11r, ,,·as 1lh itl1•rl 

into IIJ>JH r a11<1 lo\\Pt' L11111si:111a \\ Ith <'apilal:; at,. 'ew , >rlt•a11s lo1111d1•d 111 
lil~aurl:-.1 L11ui:-.i11 lilil. 

~\ ( ouh two p11i11ts i11 Jo,,a 110 we find :ti!\ trac•p-; ot tl1e d11111i11io11 of . . 
tllf• :--pa11ial'tl. at !>11h1lfJIII'. r;s-. ancl .\lontn,-,e, Ji!J l. \V1tlr thP:-.r t'.'\'CL·p
li1111.., for a JH'l'iod of 011e lrundn•d a11d tlrin,· , .. ar,, :1ltc•r it-.. rlisco,ery the 
sa,,H{t' ro11n1C•tl O\'el' lire pr,tirie-., the tra IP1 i11 f111', eo111sed 11p aud tlo\\'ll 

it :-- strrarns. l>11rit1!! all the ye.tr~ 110 Eur,,pe 111 i11stit11li1111 f,u111rl a foot
hnltl . Xn r1101tal eye, :-.·ry:; a writer. is h1Jf1\\'II to h:t\ e 11l,s1•r,,•rl. ,,·ith a11y 
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distinrti\'eness thP great resources ot' a state HO\\' attracting the eyes of 
the C'i Yi li:t.ed ,,·orl< l. 

1801>-}8}~-TgHll!TOHY OF LOl'T...,L\NA. 

The tC'rritory~of Louisiana orgnni:t.ecl Mareh 5th, 180-5. included Iowa 
withili its boundaries and during this period it ivas explored by officers of 
the army and posts established for troops as " 'ell as the traders. 

}'or a brief period begiuning- with 1807 it was attached to and beca1ne 
,l pctrt of the territor~· of Illinois. 

1812-~l-TEHRI'l'OHY OF '.\I1:-.s<,t·Rr. 

In Dect:>nliJer--of the for1ner year l<nYa herame a part ot' .11issouri 
an<1 so remained till 18~1,--,,•heu that territory becan1e a state. 

lq21-3...l--" A L'OLl'l'Il'AL OitPH.\'N'." 

.As Judge Xourse in his centennial achlress eharacterizecl the chiid of 
so many parents" A nuln " ' tthont a country,·· a country ,vithout a goY
ernn1l•nt. 

I t \Yas clnring these years 1824-34. that the settle1ne11ts heretofore 
made in the ··:&!iJ1es of DnlJuque·' anrt upon the .. IIalf-Breed Tract ·· in 
Lee county received numerous additions an<l were c·onsiderably enlarged . 
.Ne"· settleu1e11ts ,vere also made at DaYe111,ort and other intervening 
points on the ~[ississippi river. With these then 11ew settlers came chil
dren and for t.h<"'Ut educational proYisions bad to he made and schools 
,Yere openrd and taught in l{eokuk, Ft. Madison, Burlington. Duhuqne 
and sotne other points of less 11ote. 
• 1834-36-TJ<;HHITOHY OF )fl('JITGAX . 

l{y an Ac:t of Congress of .June 28, 1834, the Icnva district and ,,·is
consiu wa:-; attachecl to lvlicbigan and remained a legal portion of that 
territory till its admission into the Union, .July 3. 1836, ,vhen it bec:an1e a 
part of tJH.· 

TEHHlTOH Y OF \\' IS('ON:-.I.N- 1836-38 

.A.11d so re1nained till its separation in 1838, .J nly 4th, "·hrn it 1,eean1e t,he 

fO\\',\ 'l'I-:RHTTOHY-1838-4H . 

.... \.ncl so remai11ed till Dec-ember, 1846 " 'hen Io,va became an iJJdepeuclent 
-;tate in the u1t1011 of states. 

l'nder iricbigan I owa \Vas divided iato two couuties. l)uln1c1ue 
aud l>l's ~foil,es. iiore ,vcre subdivi<le<l again ,vhHe u11der \Visconsin. 

The :-whool legislation of these la:-;t thrl'e periods ,,e shall treat uncl<•r 
separate heads. · 

SCIIOOI.S AX D SCIIOOI. IIOUSES, PRIOR 'I'O 1834. 
:-.cnoor,s. 

Berry1uan .Jennings now (1898) living in Oregon cit_v, Oregon. opened 
and taught the first school iI1 Iowa at ,vhai is now Nashville, Lee < 'ounty, 
during the 111onths of ()C'tober, :~oYember and Deceu1ber, 1830. Of his 
pupils in that school Capt .. J. \V. ('anlpbell, or Fort Maclisou, \Yashing
tou Galland of ~ash\'ille, san1c county, and others in lc)\,va. Illinois and 
1lis:;;onri still sun·ivc• and have verifie-d this fact by autograph letters in 
our collectio11. 
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4\. s a sketch of this pioneer tPa,·hel'. acf'o1n1n1n1Pd b5 1 1101 t1ait. is to 
,1pp1•a1 in this ,·olntu(', ,vP. forl>1•ar any f111 ther nol11 l 

A1r. I. J, Holiinso11. 110"· of ) f~1Hluta, Ill taught a rliool hr tlie pres
ent sit<• of J(eokuk. lA•r. ( '01111tr. tlu~n k110\\·11 In its 111 l1.1u nan1e J>uc•l,-e
she-tta·k c·o1tune11c:i11g J)i>c•t>ml111r, l&'iO, nud llostnt? \\Jlh thp 111u11tl1 of 
}'el 11 U,ll~. 1~81. ~Olllt· of iris old pupils sltll II\ e 111 tlu• tlu re• i..t:rte 
11<1111ed a 111l fn1111 s111nr of tl11•111 \\·1· Ira,·" n•<·Pht•d let1l•1 111 1fli111,,1tiou of 
l h1•:sP faet s. 

B t>sid<' the a 11togl'aph lf>llers I rorn both 1)1 th1•sc• ol<f lt ,l<"hl't • t xpl.1n
atol') 111 full of thPir pi1111pp1• \\'urk in ed11rat io11 i11 lo,\ ,l 111rl 1111" in ou, 
autograph <·ollf'c tio11 J po:,;sr.ss gn•at it1tPr1•51 a111I ,,1h1c- 1 et11ir1g, ,llld 
and foreYer all doubt as to ''\\1111 taug-ht, llil' ti1sl l'hool 111 Io\\,1 !" 

\rithi11 this period anrl h1•tore th" r, yi., ot l\J iel11~.111 l,n, \\ a th1 O\\ 11 
over tht• territo1·y a11cl }Jt>oplt-' ot l O\\'a .:\Ir. ,Je l' < re1ghto11 t.nrght a 
sc-hool :t.s earl~ as the ,, int1•1 uf l :·,::?.;13 ill Kf•ok11k . ~h. ( ,t or~e < 'ubha~e 
at lJ11 h11qup in the lattt•r pan or lite\\ it1tPr anil eaah 111 lSJ-1 ,it J>11l,11Que 
and )11 .%. C. l ngll1arn i11 Bul'li11gto11 i11 tl1e sp1111g t•t tlie5a111e )ear 
(J '!4). )It,. Hehecca Pai u1er, tire lir::.l lad., lt·acht r 111 To\\ n. 011e11L•rl her 
school ill J,.,t. )fadis1111, ].er c·,u111ty, in the .s11nu11er of 1H:{4. 

S<'hools ~en• taught i11 tht•co1111ti.-s11f \ 'au B111·r•n, IJPn1r, l\1 11 catiue, 
~cott. Cli11l1111 a11d .Jackson. al-so ,v1lil1•; Iu,,·a ,,·as a part iil \Vt~<·on:siu in 
tll e year, 1~31; and :-r;-. 

n·t• ha,·<· th~ na111(•s ;1111! pl.u·t-, of 110 IPss lhau iort) tec1eher:s ,, ho 
tau_ght :--c•IJool in Io\\'a J1rirll' to lht• Ol'!.!:t1Ji1..1Lio11 ol tlie territor,, .July, 183~. 

Thesl' letter s ot tlrl l Jcl t!•a('lier:-., f Jo"'"· dr•:-p1 ,·e not 111d) t,) ht' pre
s<•r,·ecl, hut 1nad1· ,.c1·l•s:,Jl1ll' to tlH• p11li1ic ~we the11•fo1 .. prf>. 1

1
nt th1·01 en-

1 ile. 

l• JJ{,') '.r, 1~1 11:1: },J:()\J 111:uB,)IA~ .11.x:--1 ·n-.. 

<>H 1-;1,ox C1·1,. < >1c•~•H1. Xo, . :!. , 1 ·--~. 
'1 ~ S. /', , in. I'. f-r l/ .. /,,,,.a f)it.,,. /,,ll'u: 

Di:.\1, ~,1: A '\D B1111T1Jht: :-You1 lei lr-1 nl ,J:inuary ,tli In~, askiug 
\\'lH•t lH·r Be11, man ratl1er tli:in H1•11ja111i11 ,J1•1111h1gs lat1J,t'lit '-1•li11ol 111 1,ce 
!'ou 11ty. l owa: i11 Js:«J \\'as lt'< c·i\'t rl. l 1·1>tild 1101 11:-e the fll'll tl1e11 11or 
no\\. hut "i II l r) "Jt b a 111•111·il t 11 1 <"P!). 

l \\,ts tt>sidiu~ 1
1

11 tl11• ·· lJa ll-B111·rl 'J'ra1 •1 ·· JJO\\' 11art of I.t e <'ouuty, 
i11 ]'-~Cl J>r. J -.a:·r· ( ;aJla11d a11 1111iJJP11t I h5 si1·i:t11 :i11t.1 ('ii iZl'JJ r1•sid t ii six 
01 e1gl1t 11 iil<·s abo,,• tl1e ('n·:-e11t sit!' 111 K1•ok11I, Oil ti,,. ~\Jb,~1.s1ppi ri\ 1•r. 
ne;ir \\hc·ie If:-,, E'd st•,·1•n1J_.\n1l'Ji1•:1 11 ,·iti7<'11:- "l10 ha,t 1•luld11~11 ot a :-,·lrool 
age. 'l hi' d, <·tor Plt-\'ailetl u r 1111 1ne to lt•a, 11 a ll11 t'l' 1110111 l1s :-t·lJoul. I>r. 
(ialla11d funlif.l rC'cl 100111s. 1111'). f1nr11l111l•a11d l,0,11«1 iu l11.-. t ,1111ih \\ liilC' 
t1•nl't ii11g lie 1Hl\'C" l)l(• . tl1e 11.S(' or his nit-dual IJt)IJk:, (\\ill, \\hii·lr Ju• \\,IS 
\\t•II ::u1 plied ) to l'P:t<l, all<! alll'I' :-1·ho11l I 1·0J1ti11t1td to n•acl t111til 1r1 id 
!-llll UH•t I f 1~31. "l1t•11 I \\':rs takPJJ ::.iek, ( 'tlJI\ ,dt-"M'lllg r ll'llll'lll'd lo Ill\" fatl11 •r in ,,~an <•11 <•01111( "· Ill. • 

_'l' l,it,_..,, lro,ol 100111 \\:'ts a:-- al l 11tl1Prl,uildi11gs i11 that tH•\\' co1111try. a log 
cahu1 b1111t ol r nu11t1 Jug::-. or J ol,•:-. 11ot,·l11 t1 1•)p::,,r a1111 n111d1h•d f,11· <'< rnfot t 
logs c·11 t out tor cit or" ,tnd \\ i111/o\\!-i. an<! .tl:-o for tin••pla<'f'.s. 'l'he j:tnlb 
h~<·k o t_ tlte l1n•-pla C' t-s \\H :,; ot )l~H·k_P<l tl1 ,. dirt. tl1P 1·hi111n H\\' l op1wd out 
" !lh !\ll<'k:- ,uttl l ilt ti. 111~ <a h111 l1k1• nil ot h!•J:-, 111 that d:n \\'a:-- 1·11,·t>ll•d 
\\ 1l11 c·lap-lJ!>H I <l. 'flt is \\'Hs to l '<'l)1)1 111 h-: r ti111p HIid 11aib: \\ lti,·h ,, <•Jt• 
~,-a1c:e a111l Jar h 1•t\\Pf'11, tht're WPrr no s1t1,·1•s i11 tho-." d:1Ys and the fire-
) I, 1'P_ \\ as u,._ed 101 c·1111ki111-' ;is\\ <'II as c·o11it111 l. · 

) !Hl IIIC'1Jlio11 <:.tpt. .J:1111t-s ,r. <"H111pl11•ll. \\ 'ho \\'t>J•I " it h his falht·l' to 
loTI a 111 H•:~o or earltf'1 . l 1erne1ul1r1· a11 J::,aa,· H. <': uupl.>t•II wlio W<•11t 

j 
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from near Nauvoo [then Comn1erce], Ill., prior to 1830. I can hardly real
ize that the Mr. Campbell, whom 1 thPn kne,v and ,vbo would now be 
sixty vears old. is still a rrsiclent therr f:Ft. Madison]. I 1Vould like to re
late· many incidents of tht> early settlement of that county but fear I 
1night ma'ke mistakes as some oth-ers have tlone. 

Dr. W. R. Ross, ,,·110111 I know "'ell made 8on1e mistakes. [He referi
to h1s address at Burlington. 1883 commemorating the semi-centen,..,ial 
se~tlemP~t of Io,va-~ cop~' of which we h_adsent biml. C_apt. CampbelJ's 
m1stake 1n my name 1s easily accounted for. 1 usuafly s1gnecl my name 
"B. '' I do 11ot re1nember the uames of the pupils of my scl.J0ol or of my 
patrons-but I do remember thHt I taught school in Lee county. Io"·a in 
l830. and that it was the first school taught north of 1Iissouri and ,vest of 
the :O.lissi-isippi river-a :·ery lar~e school district extending to Canada on 
the north aud to the Pacific ocean on the west, \\'here there are now some 
thirteen or more states and territories. What a gro\Yth in fifty-five years! 

About thirty years ago 1 met Dr. (}alland in Sacramento. Cal., tott
ering vdth old age. Some say he was buried near 8acramento, "\\'ith uo 
stone to mark bis grave. others that he died in Ft.11adison, I don't know. 
[We do, he diPd at Ft. 11adison in 18,58, and near \Vhere he had first set
tled thirtv years earlier. Ilis son erectecl a n1arble monument over bis 
grave]. Your·· .A.11nals1

' [we hacl sent bilu the quarterly pnblisbed by the 
State llistorical Soriety] of Iowa will perpetuate the names and services 
of some of them for tbe benefit of future historians. 

\Vitb fraternal regards <-~C-, 
BERRY)fAN ,JENNING~. 

LETTER FRO)[ I. IL HOBJN:;;ON. 

~1BNDOTA, Ill., January 30th, 188i. 
T. S. Parvin, C1edar flupicls, Iou;u : 

DEAi< SIR AND BROTIIEH. :-In ansv;•er to your letter of inquiry of 
the 17th iust. about •· the early schools of Iowa,'' I reply I commenced 
teaching a school Decembe1: 1st. 1830 in the en1ployment of a Mr. Still
V\'ell, ,vbo was then owner of a "vare-house and \>Vood yard at, the present 
site of Keokuk, lo\\·a. IIis 011ly child large enough attended the school. 
.1\.. brother of 11rs. Stillwell ,vhose christian name I have foJ'gotten but 
whose ::;urn~me ,vas Vauausdol , Seth Wagener and his brother of" Wag
ener's run,'' IIancock county, Ill., onti or two rhildren of Mr. Samuel 
Brierly, a sister of !vlrs. Fyrsythe. a Chippewa Indian girl and I think a 
son of Dr. Samnel C. ~luir, [the first settler in Lee countv]. In a subse
quent letter he supplies the omissions, ehristian name of Vanausdal was 
"Valentine;·· of 8eth ,vagener's brother "Christian~" Mr. Bnerly's son 
was namecl 1'homas]. It is possible that Capt. Can1pbell of Ft. Madison 
can furnish you the address of Mrs. :-,tillwell and her brother ,·auausclol 
as they were liYing in 1884 [at Keokuk, and the oldest living settlers in 
Iow~1l 

'J:be Rchool was cont iu ued son1e ti me in to the spring of 1831. The 
,vinter ·was one ot remarkable severity and noted for the great amount 
of SllOw falling- at one time, being over t\\'O feet in depth. lf there were 
any schools in lO\\'a previous to this one I do not know ,vhere or by '\Vhom 
taught. 

Battese, a fnll blooded Indian boy and adopted by Mr. Blondeau in
to bis family. informed me that he had gone to school and learrJecl the 
letters and could spell ,vorcls of oue s_yllable but that he got flogg-ed every 
time he ,,·ent to recite his lessons. 1-Ie ,vas proba.l>ly attending the same 
school with ~1 r. Blondea1t ,s daughters a~ St. Charles or Portage de Sioux, 
.• -'10. 

Yours respectfully, 
I. -J{. ROB£NHON. 

LE1TER OF CAPT. ,T.\)11.!:S \V. C.\1\TPBELL, .\ PUPIL OF BERRY:\fAN 
,JENNINGS IN 1830. 

]'ORT MADT~ON, Io,va, March 20, 1887. 
T. S. Parvin, Ceda1· Rapids, Iou)a : 

DEAR Su-t :-I have delayed answering your question relative to the 
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faet stat(•d as to the ti rst :•wltotll taught in Ju,,a J uo,, I a\p thP i11-
forruat1011 \\' h i,·li is t1111111estio11ahll' au(I c11n111nu111·11t1• t, ,u11 tl•t> fulJo\\iug raets: 

Herr) n1an .Jennings ,vas the lir:;t 111 tea,·ti a I t'/,!lll 11 i,rlJouJ 111 ro,,·a. 
"hicb he di<l at \\'hat is llO\\' Xash, illt-, J~p1• 1·01111t,. 111 < •t•tobPJ. l"i;1tl. 
l'his loc·ality ,vas then kno\\11 as ~\ 11-,,·1•pP-l111·I\ uJJ tht· "Halt-L11e.-.t1 'l'rac-t · or reser,·atio11 . 

l\lr .. Jesse ( 'reightnn ta11~lit a sl'hool at P11l'k•l' slip t11c ''"''' l{l·okuk1 
iu the \Y1uter or JS:t!-:3a. II11 \Yas a :,;h111•-111}1kpr 1,., oc·1·11p 1t1011 a11t1 :ihnut 
sixt ,· ~Pars of agt> then and ca111t• 1rn111 Luusia11,l. l'lu• att£•111lants nt 
( 'rrig-htn11's sc-hool at J\'.:,•ok11k ,Yere \ral(•r1f•o11r1 \"a11 u1 Joi 'sl1ll ll\ 1ngJ 
,~ale11c-011rt ~tiJlwell. ~largan•t :--till\\111I, Ji'111sytlu• i1nr~.l11, .Jol111 Hig~. 
,,t;,,s l\E'okuk .Joh11. (}Po. Cra\\'fonl. l'. I>. Jl1rtl1•tt. \lar, H·11tlett. ~far~ 
~luir. Sopl11a )luir, jdau~ht,,r._ of I> r. ,\ f 11ir b\' 111, 111 I 111 ,,ifej, \f1, h,t~I 
1-'onnthe. Eliza .J .• lnderso11 ancl th1• wn111r .Ja s. \\ (' llllJ)bt>ll. 

111 regard to the c·lai,u of ) rr .. J11h11 lt"hir1s•)11·s l11e11ct th Ith~ lnught 
the tin-11 sehool in Io\\·a. I h1•n• 1s so111p ruistakH. llt• or 111 t, irnd f11r hi1n 
clain1s that ' 'alt•Hcourt ,~.u1a11s11t ,1 a111l the )I 11i1 c h1ldr1 n altt>nded !Ji~ 
sc·hool. I hayp a IPtter fn1111 \'}11oa11 sd11l slal111g tl11• <·• 11 1,try. I ha,(:' 
ill 111y posst>ssion-.; l>r ,\J11ir·s hooks "ld,·h sho\\' lha• ht> tl1011~lt fonner
ly a n•sidt>ut and for 111a11y Yf'a1 s 111 thi s 1•ou11t.} "a-.,,,""'' t1n1 a 1n·,1<·
lie111g- ph,•si<"1a11 at (;;11(•11a. Ill .• anrl r/1111111t n•t11111 to l\Pol uk till the :tu
tu11111 of ]I.J:-JO, a sho1t titne hl'forc• l:t-t"I') 111t111 . le1111 i11gs opt•11ed his ~whool 
at .\.u-,,·i-pe-t11c Xash,·illP ) ~\11r1 f'11r1111•1· I IJa,e i11 111, l'o session l\11· • 
• J. Hohinso11's rect-ipt s1g11t>d hy ( 'J1a1111e•t·y Holiiu~o11 for c 100I lui1io11 :1t 
C'o111111erc·e. uo" .N"a11Yoo, at \\'liic:h J att<'11cl1•rf his sl·h,,111 \ 11g11:--t 6, J 'ill, 
on thP hill ill lhP (; 011C'h Sl'hool house. al,011[ .'..!IJO l'Pet ea"t ,, ltrre lht• i\lor-
1no11 tt-u1plf' \\'as built in after yea1.--. 

(This ,ras t•,·identlv \Yritte11 to refute the clai111 pnbh lu•d in the B11r
l ingto11 < ,azette that ) Ir. H 1l>i11sou h:id I a11g-ht scl,ool at l~eol~uk i11 t "" 
\\·i11tpr of l ~:..~t-:iO. \\'ltt'reas his lf'tter to us sfatt• that ii \\'a:. i11 the s111• 
<"l"E'ding winter of 1,:10.;~1 and af'ter ~Ir -IP11ui11!!'s ,, lu·reiol'e those p,•r
c:;<>11s rnigltl and prohal>ly \\'ere pupils of \1 r 1{flhi11.so11.] 

)f1. J{obinso11 is in error iJ1 his state1u1•1 t that l•'1·,111cii-; Lal1Prs1u e \\'a:
Ollt> of his sl'holars. 1le \\'as not 1,•s<.; than t\\·e11t,· sh; \1•ars old at that 
tin1e a11d \\'as far a,h a111·P1l in ed11c·at 11111111 al'c·oinplisi11ne11ts 11\ 1•r )Ir. 
H. or a11v one el-.;t> i11 l{!'nkuk at I fiat dat<:. l IP ""a._ P1f 11c·atccl at tlu· 
.Jps11it 1·ofleg1• at l'orr;ig-p dt• s11111x 1111d1•1 tlu• s11p1•r,·isit,n of !111• ( ' ho11-
tt>ans anti \Vas their 111terp1etP1 for tlte ~\1I1P1·ica J'ur «'01111,a11y a1 that tO\\'!l, • 

I think ii s11pertl111111s to add rnon• i11 l'Pf1tlatio11 of Litt• ,·laiu1~ oJ )Jr. 
Hobi11so11 hf•i11~ lht> first M•li1111I t1•a,·h1·r in Io ,,·a. 

'l'lta{ ho11ur helo11~s to BP1Tyn1:111 .Je1111i 11~s, 'IO\\' ot < >n·g-ou a111l Ids 
JHtpils 1111\\' li\"i11g Capt. \\ ,1-.hi11~l<•11 '; ,llla11d at .\l o111ro-;1•. l .ee c•o111Jt r. 
'J'olli\"et· J>edu1a11, of ( 'larke 1·011111 \ .• \l o. a11cl JJl}~l•lf' a:-;sert the:-e fac·t.:,. · 

\ 'ours truly ,\:l'., 

,I. \\'. C, ,, 1'1:g1.1 •. 

l '.\l'I'. \\',\,111:---1;10, I, \ I ' \'\"11-.: Ll.1'1'1:J:. 

) fo-,; r.ro,1;, lo,ra: . \pril 16, 1s-..;. '/'. , .. l'<1,·1·i11. f't1lfl1• l.',111id.~: 

1>1 .\H :,:;11: ,.:-.,, J:1:111 nEH :-H,.plviu!.!' to ,our fa,tir 111' the !•Iii i11 
l'Pganf to lht• -.ehoul ta11g-ht lty Herrviuan .le1inii,g:-., 1111\\ ,, J>. ,; . ,\1. 111' 
( >n•g1111. f \\·11uld ::-:I\ to I lu• l1f':-.t of 111, 1t•(•11Jl .. ,·t io11 a11t1 tlH• liruited il:ila 
al 10,· c·o1111na11d. ll1.at ll11• ti111e 11111st" ha, t:' l,ppr, th,• fa II ar,d \\"i11t1·r or 
l~-~o:a1111 thl' pla<·t• ..1\h-\\·i•J11•-t11e (1111• l 11din11 uan11•) aftPJ'\\af'd ·· Brierh·.s 
l'oi111.·· tlu•11 Xashvilll'. atrd 1111"'1•lia11~f•d l,y ol'dt•1· of th!' li1111rd of :--11n;·r
, isnrs 11f 1.ef·, 1111111.,· to .. f;;i1Ju11d,'" lh:'tt l,P·in_g tli,• 11,11

11
1' of ll1t• pn:--1 ollic·e. 

'J'hp :--t>tlll'r:-. 1·p:-ide11t \\"illi f:1111ilif's ll11•rp \\'Pn•, as fa, a:- r c·a11 1111\\ 
r!•n11•1ul.Jpr'. 1>1;. I.-.a:11• na1Ja111I (111} fat_l11•r), ls:ia,· H. (' 11111,l,f'II 1fathf'r 111 
Capt. ,J n. ( a111pl 1Pll l • .f:11111•s and Sar111u•I Br1t•r1, sa11111el ;1fler\\'a rd ... 
111:ttTiPtl "'"Pliia, a da11g-htPr of l>r. (;. \V J '. S111ith) ( 11I. --- l> .. drua11 
(fatltel' to 'l'oli\·pr, referred lo i11 <'apt. C'u1nph1•ll'::. lt•tter a11d ..1\ lwl (;;l)
l:111t1. . \..1no11g those ,vith1111t fau1ilies \\'a:s Ht•JT) n1r111 ,Je1111111gs, 0111· s1·llool 
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teache1. ...\mong the ~·nung people who were biH pupils I can only recall 
the foJlo\Ying nn1nes : J. ,v. Campbell, Toliver Dedman. Thos. Brierly 
[all nov, living-, December, 1888. the lattrr in ,vestern Iowa], Ja111es Ded
n1a11, David Cialland, EUza (¾allan(l. 11ary Ann Brierly an<l myself. 

\Vith sincerr nn<l fraternal regards, 
W .A.:-,HlNGTON GALL.\.ND. 

,oTE The tenc:hen; and se, entl of the pupil~, ns u1ay l>e seen h)~ the headings, 
tllt' "Ma:-.on:-," an<l it b to this fact alone that we hnvc hcc:>11 cnnblocl to reach thcrn 
un<i unrn, cl the 1nystc1·y -;o long· obscu L'ing those curly recruits. 

SCHOOL IIOlISES. 

The historian of l,ee county ten ~ ears ago ,vrote, that'' school tea<"h
ers were among thr first im1nigrants to Io,va l<'Oroing as early as 1830 ). 
\\'l1en-'Yer a little settlement ,Yas made the school house was the fin,t 
nnited pHblic act of the settlere, and tbt> rudr prilnitive structure of tbe 
l'arly time only disappeared when the communities had increasad in 
population and \\'ealth and were ahle to replace them vvith more com
mo<lions au1l con1fortalile l.>nilclings." As late as 1&58, or t,vo decades 
aft<>r U1t> organi1.at1on of thr territorial govern1nent, and ,vhen Io"'a had 
been ten ~·ears a State, there "·ere upwards of eight, hundred of these 
prilniUYe log school houses used for school purposes, as we gather fron1 
the 8late do<'nn1ents. 

1'he writer abore does not gi\'e the date, or indeed any data relative 
to the erection of the first two or three school houses in Lee county, 
\Vhere the tirst t\\'O or three Hchools "'ere taught, t,vo in 1830 and the 
third in 1~33. l3ut he Hays that tht• tirst s<"hool ho11sr rrected in Io,Ya 
,vas a log <"abii1 at Dnl1uq ne. built by .James I,. I,ang,vortby and a fe,v 
other:-; in the autu1nn of 1833. ,, 

The Dnh11que papers have in inure recent yearH put forth the same 
elailn in their eriticis111H upon our articles on the early schools in Iowa, 
clailuing to ha, e hacl tbe first school; also assigning the year lti38, which 
of itself refutE>s that claim, as three sc·hools were earlier taught in I.,ee 
county. 

Thr hiHtorian of Lee <"Ounty in speaRing of tl1ul honse says: '· ,,rhen 
it ,, ai-; cornpleted George Cuhhage was employed as a teaeber <luring the 
~•inter of 1833-34. Barrett \Vitte1nore taught the seeoud ter111."' .}.ilr. 
Lnc·ins If. Lang"orthy, of l)ubuque, in bis lectures 01'1 the Ilistorv of 
l>ubucp1e, etc., l1efore tbe Dubuque Literary Institute March, 18.55, says: 
·· ThE' first bonse er1>cted here for public u.•rJr.-.;hip wns the old log church 
stauding on tbe grou1Hl now oecupied by the old :Olrthouist church. H.ev. 
~Ir. Bastia11 usually preached on the Sabbath, and lite lto11,-;e wo,-.; occupied 
Jnr ,, 1,w/u)(}l on \\'el'k days. 11r. ''"'hitmore ,YaH tlH.' teacher." 1'he evi
tlence is abnndnnt that both 1fr. ,Yitmore, or ,vitte111ore, as differently 
spelled, an<l ~lr. < 'ubhage taught scLool in that ehurcb; but old settlers 
differ in their Yie\vs as to \Vhic·h waH the Jirst teaehc>r. \-Ve think the 
,veight of eYideuce is in favor of ~lr. Cubbag-e·s claim, although ~Ir. 
Lang"'orthy \\as au earlier settler, baviug localed in the Dubuque mines 
as Parly as 1H27. :'.1r. Lang,vortby no vd1ere in his aclclreHS gi\·es the late 
of the errctinn of tllat <·hurel.J, hut by letter, sonte yPars ago. gave to us 
the date-" .Fall of 1833. ·· Ile ditl not in hi:; adclrPRS or his letter c]aiw 
that log house to have l>een a school hou::-,,, but said it ,vas a" c-burcb. '' 

Thf' llt',. John C. IIolbrook, pastor (for 1uany years ) of the Congre-

• 



~ational church of D11huq11e, in his " Jli:,lo 1ic .ii ] )1 ou1 <:. , • •· Jn 
the conrsp of the vear 1834. a lo~ h11ilrlin!! " as Pit'( lt ,) ,111 \\ h 1' 1R no,, 
(18(iO) \,V'ashi11gto11 :.,.,,111arP. \\•hic·h !or so1ne t i111P ~\:I ,•rl tht' <foul IP IJ1tr-
11ose of a C'ourt housP and u1c1•ti11!.{ hc111se; * * th it thr ~1('1( 1otli-..t-s 
had itt that year organized a· class· :1 11d t h ,· r11<·t11t 111c I h£>1 he-hi '-1'1-
\ ices in that house," etc. fl1e lo~ h11ild i11g o f ~11. I h JI,, ,ull l!-i he a rue 
as the log- church of ~lr. La11gwo1thy. 

Hut ,ve ha,<• e, idenc•p nnu·h 11111r<• et11ic·l11.,i, ,.. 1'1t I h r hou._,. "a~ 
hnilt hv suhs<'riptio11 "by 111. La11g\\·orthy an cl a ft•\\ 11tl11 1 1n11H 1 ~ 'sa,·s 
the Lef> eounty bis toi ian. hut the s11l,s1•ript111n paptr. h 111 r l11•lo1 ,. u <1 

,ve \\' lilt', and belo11gi11A" to the ·•Stat e 11 ist oneal ~u ·u t, · ,, tltt tr" 
,verl' 1n,u1J, 110 Jes:- tba11 :.ix ty-oi:.d1t 11 a 111 es OP1111: appt II h I tht'itto. ru 
that list \\·e find mauy \\'hour \\'I' kue,\ a11d s111 uc• te,\ 111 tlit:n1 \\( 11> 11, 111g 
four years ago. wbrn ,,·e wrote our a rl iclt· l'l'fl'1T1•1l t, ,tho, t', 1ud tl11•) all 
con<·t11Tecl th ~1L Lhe date ,vas late i11 183:1 ,11· t•n1 h 1u J!-1 .~.,,hilt' others 
said it \\'as C<HD1nencrrl in ::\ o ,<•uil ,er a11d <·01np)Pl1•d 111 r, 1:1 n1hPr, Ji,-J;_.:. 
The s11hscriptio 11 ran_g1•d tro1n l\\'Puty- li\' t- cents to t\\<:nt\ 1l11IJ1t1 , a11d 
foots up the suu1 of S:!:;.5.00. 

ThP pap<•r is b ead1•d, •· Sul,scriptiou for :1 r,1iapl•l l11r thp ~l1•thod1st 
Episcopal Church ill thf' 'l'o,, n of l>11l 11111uP." "'J'bc !•I 111 nf thP ho11s1•
to br h11iH of hrtt•11 logs :!Ox~li ff'et in the cl,•ar. cl•· .•• 111d 1·11st 11 l11u ate for 
c·omplet ing $:?,5-,. rrhe abo\ e hou:sP is b11 il1 for t ht• 11':II' ol I he l\(. J~. 
c·hur<'h, but \\hen not OCl'llp1erl hy sa id ch u1el1 i.ltall hr> ope11 tor 1ln 1ne 
st·r, ic-e by otltc>r ('h1 ist1a11 <.11•1101ni11ati1111f>. a 11d '"'"I IJ u~(,1 t,11 11 crnnntr>n 
sl'/,Q"/ at the <lis<'retion of tht> trus l Pl'S. ·· 1'wo o l I h t• J'o11 1 \\ H kuP\\ \\ ell . 
. Jobu .Jolu1so11 aud <>rnn sm,tb. In n o !-il'llSP of ll1e \\ol'tl ,\ as f/11,1 h111 Jd
i11g- a·· scl100I house: '' ht•IH' P we ru11 st lo ,k c·lsP\\ hl-'rt• f ,, li te •· Jir.s t 
school house erec·te<l i11 Icl\\'a. ·· 

Dr. ,vni. H. Hoss, ,vlto died a yt>ar a !{o i11 I , H ihn. :\1011101• C't1111 ily. 

Io" a , i11 h is aclclre:ss ,,t Burli11g-lo11 .J 11nt' 1s t , lo ::!, IH•ld 111 .. c-01nrr11•111ora
tion of the fiftieth an11 iver:'.ary of tlH· sPt tl e 1111)11l o( J,n,-.1," .s.iid thut he 
loc-alPd at •· l •'li11t II1ll s." Burli11gt1111 , in ll H: falJ of 18.'i~:. u11tl " u ... , ·011

1
• 

u1issionerl lirst po~t 1nas ter i11 the s p ri n g of J:-.:1.t . 1,\l ilo 8. l 'n•1ildss \\'as 
appoiute1l I h8 fir,,t post1nas t er in Iowa a t I >11 l,11q1 11• 111 I .i:q. ' l' hat i11 the 
Jail of 183;i he built L\\'o C'ali u1s on h is c lai ru "'••st of tlJ ,. P.trk, ou1• for a 
d,,·c•llihg and also· a log cabi11 for a M' ltool house a1ul for Jll eaeh111~. ' * * 
'fbat ill 18:i-! hP uoatdf'd Z11uok ( ' . I 11~1 11 a Ill , \\ ho ta ugh 1 a "('ltuol j II l he lo~ 
cabin- the first school 111 Jo\\ct ," ht· adds. 111 th i lit} \\'as i 11 t ' lTl 11". it 
havi11g Leen prrc·edl•tl by JH> less than 11\t• :11111 Ii~ t li1 f•t•} ea 1s. l ~a ter, i11 

ret<"re11cl• to a lett1•1 \\'e arlrln•s ·pd hi1u. ht• \\"Hlte that thut \ \it :-.; a s<•ltoul 
houst• built a s s uch and lls t•rl for t h:-1 t p11 rpose, 1•:x<·r•pl on :-..111ula, s. re-
1 ig ious s t.:r, ·i< 'l'S we re held lht1 r<•i 11 \\'111 •11 t he pn•a<'l11•1· happt'llf'd tl1at \\':ty. 

•- lT11til further and bettl•r proof is fll<'S1'11t 1•<l ,, , , u111s t dt>1·i<le iu 
f'avo1 of 13urlingtou as ha\·ing l:'le<' tt>rl lhP li1 :-.;t (a log) s1•h11ol house iu 
Io\\ a. 

I 11 the• ea1 h stuinuer of 1840 the s t oc kli11!<1ers ( o f \\"hu1n \\ e \\'en• out•} 
unuc•r aud h} , i1 t up of .. au a<"t to inrorpor,lt t• th o Hloouiin~t1111 (:\I u::wa
t ine) Er!u<'at1on Soc1ety: · appro,·ed I)e1•ernl11•r ::1 , lh3(1, ererted a large 
and tine• f1an1t' school ho11-;e a11<l schools \\·ere kt•pt tl1t•1ei11 . 1'he in<'or
por:1to1·s Wf're "lt>phPu ,Yhickpr (latt•r l ' 11itr•<l Statl"s I> ist 1·ic t .\tto1nPy). 
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Joseph \Villiams (Jndge of the Supreme Court), .John .A. Parvin (for 
many years State Senator and author of the'· Reform ~chool '' bill) and 
such others as may from time to time hotel stock therein." Later we 
were gecretary. and the directors voted the use ot' the building for church 
purposes on the ~abbath to all denominations in the order of their aµ
plication, first come first served." 

Whicker was a Presbyterian, ,vuliams and Parvin .hilethodists. and 
under their management in a few years that tlenominatiou bought a ma
jority of tbe stock and ruled all other denominations out and held the 
exclusive occupancy of the "school houRe '' now turned into a ch11rcb. 
This compelled the Presbyterians, Catholics, b:piscopalians and Bap
tists to erect churches of sheir own. ~\. few years later the Methodists 
also built a larger and better church, when •· the old school house was 
turned, as the old teacher wrote, into a livery stable. for the training of 
horses, rather than cuildren. '' 

So, too, did Muscatine erect the first large and commodious brick 
school house, and by taxation, 18,50. While to Dubuque must be given 
the credit of erecting the first school house in 1844 by taxation under the 
provjsions of the law of January 1. 1839, which provided that the legal 
voters in any school di:;trict shall have the power to select a place, build 
a school house and to levy a tax upon the inhabitants of the district, etc. 
Dubuque, also the same year in which Muscatine erected two large 
houses, built two small brick houses for schools. 

Col. Benton in bis report to the Legislature December -1, 1850, under 
the head of "School Houses," says that " Muscatine has rattl er taken 
the lead in the matter." He then describes the houses, size, cost. etc., 
and adds: "Thus a town, occupying the third rank in point of popula
tion among those of the 8tate, has contributed in the present year for 
this single object the sum of $5,500. ' ' Tbat was a large sum in tbose 
days when fairly good school houses cost only about one-tenth of that 
sum. 

SCHOOL LEGISLATION, 1834-38. 
)lICRlGAN, 1834-36. 

September 6. 1834, ".An act to lay off and organize counties west of 
the Mississippi river'' was enacted. The counties of Dubuque, consti
tuting a township called Julien, and Des Moines, constituting the town
ship of Flint Hills, were created and organjzed a httle later. 

"An Act to amend an .Act to Regulate Common Schools,'' was en
acted March 23, 1836. No schools in Iowa were organized under this act. 
It created the office of '' Superintendent of Common Schools," appointed 
by tbe Governor with the consent of the Legislature. He was to take 
charge of the "school houses,'' report annually their condition, the 
money received, number of schools taught, and '' whatever may to him 
appear necessary and proper for the advancement of education and the 
interest of the school fund generally." His salary was fixed at twenty
five dollars per annum. So far as the '' Iowa district " was concerned, 
tbis act remained a dead letter upon the statute book, though private 
schools were taught in both counties, and we have in it a distinct recog
nition of the "townships," the basis.of all well· established school.organ
ization. 
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"'' rscoxs1 :\, 1 ~.;1;-:18. 
The first act relating to schools paqse<l lJ) the Lt>g-1<ilat11re of \\9h;1•p1t

si11 was enacted D er•f'1nber H, 18~(>. ·11111 P11til111 d, " .. \n :1<·t lu pre,Pnt 
trespass on school lancls." This ac-t rs l'f-'lHarknbll' 1qr itR ,·1111tradict,11·) 
provisious, and shows that at that early clay publit· IP~isl.1tio11 ,\as 111:Hl•• 
to pander to private interests and to " cat<"h , ol p;;,.. 1 t \\ as I 1) tl 1:i t act 
made a·· trespass to cut do\\·r1, <lestroy or haul fro111 111I tht "cltool land,., 
any tiJnber or ,vood of any !duct. 11rf11·idr,l, lilt> af'( s11al1 DPt 1,,. ::-io Cl111-
strue<l as to p1ohibit any person fron1 usil1g an_, or thP tilnl,,•1 ,111 ~:ii11 
school lao<l for th(• purposes of cu1ti\-ati11g sn<'h laud · 

()11 the preceding day the l,egi:-.lnt11re pass<•d ... \n a,·t 1 .. e ta11Ji-;h :i 

uni\·ersit:r,-to be c·allE>cl tbr · ,ri'3c·,,u..,in { ·ui\·prsit \ ' ,tl Helruo11t. in 
l o,Ya countv. ·, 1'hat town then h:111 Jpss t l1au a p,1p1tlntion of Ollt> 

thousand. rind to-day its broad ac·res are devolt'cl tr, l.1111ii1ig p11rpo~f'" 
an<l the tovvn vanished ill n1icl air. 

.... \.t the next session in Deceruber J;1, 1:,::-;-, \\·as pns~ed ·· .\.n a,·t tt• 
establish the " riseon.-;in l'niversii) of (~n•t:!11 Ba~.·· .Nl'itlH•r 111' th•·st' 
universities ever hacl more than a J!Opr, t>Xisten,·1•. 

At tht> sau1e sesRion in ,JanuarJ lH. l8~S , w;,s pas~eol ".\11 aC'l toe!-
ta.blish the lTniversiLy of the Territory of \Ybwonsi11. at nr 11C'ar ?\lacli
son '' /which bad then IJeen hut .inst lnicl out and n1adP the c-:1pitaJ ttl' tilt> 
Terr itory). This " 'as'· for thP purpo<;e of C'dueating yn,1tl1,'" ,11Hl in latn1 
years beran1e the" "'\Yisronsin l'"11iversit). ·, in faet n<; \\·1•ll a-; uan1t:!, a11d 
to-clay deserYeclly ranks among the hest in,titutio11s of f he ki11d i11 tlu· 
\,Vest. 

It is a little stran~·e. wonllrons strange. iucleell. tl1at :i le~islature. 
composed almost " ·holly of Easterll and rna11y X1•\\ Engla11cl mP11, 

sbonld begin at the top aucl foolishly try tu build dow1n\ards to th,· l>ot
to111. ..\.t that period there "'<'re not ·' yonth ·· of liotli 5t!X11s nf snllicie11t 
nu1nber and adYancement to c·onstitutf a c·ollegia1 e ·• preparatory rl<'
partment, ., or even a" high sehool," in all tht> rl'E>rritory. ~lill tl1c· Leg
islatnre ,rent on ancl the -;an1r "'<>ek, .Jannary 1-,th. 11--~is. pass1•rl ·' .\u a<·t 
t-0 incorporatp thf' I>u Bnq11e Seminary. H Sfn1i11a1y of IPanii11~ fnr tl1e 
instruction of uotl, .-..:c.as in scie11cP and literatun•. ·· <Jl 1 hn SP\'l'11 trns
tees na1ued ill the ac-t of i11c·orporatiu11. Uon. 'l'hon1:1s ~- \\'if.-.011 aJ01u

1 
s,11-

Yi,rs. This. too, as \Yell a;-; all of its su,·c:essors, ;irp things or tlrl• past 
and neYer had an exh;te11C·e saye npon tlH• statute 1,ook. 'l'IH· Leu;islatun• 
continued its lahors, and this tin1e fngag1·d in a\\ liolt>sa!P "'ork. a11d hy 
a11 '' omuihu" bit1:· c1ntCtPd tbe sanlf' ria)·. ·• ,\.n a1·t tu est:tl,lisl1 tilt> se,:. 
era] semi11aries herein narued,"' Yiz: 

The Ft. ~Iadison Se1ni11ary at f't. )Ja<lisou. iu LeP c·111u1ty. 
The \Vest Point Semiuar~. of 'Y\'C:'st Point. Lee 1·01111t,. 

1'be t TniOll Sen1inary of Des )Ioin(•s count). :it ll11rli1;gton. 
The :\It. Pleasant Seminar,·. of l\l t. Pl<·asant. I!t·11rr 1·011nt.v. 
The ..:\.ugusta Se1ninary. of . \ugnsta. De>s .:\Joines co.unt,·. · 
'l'he ·Farmington 1";e111inary. of Farmil1gto11. ,·a11 l~111e1i' cou11ty. 

TbPse six SPminarie'3, on the insf side ot the i11s:-.issippi river. autl as 
111au.v 1uore \\·en· incorporatf-'d on the east sicle of the riYPr. and all ,: fo1 
the instruetiou of youug persons of both sexps in Sl'ic•uce a111l lit(•ratnn•. ·· 

~rtn1 cla,· la good day for srn1inaries . ·· A\.11 a<·t .. '""" 1,a,sed ·· to e, 



tnlllish tl1e Philantl1ian College jn the to\\'ll of J)en1nark, I>es i roi11es 
' 110\\· Leel 1·ounty. 1'his \\·as ·• for the purpose of eduratieg yout,h , open to 
ev.-r, religions ,1<,no1nination~ and no person as president, professor, in
:--tr11c·t11r or pupil shall e,·er be refHHecl a<ln1ission for hi:-, <·onscien tious 
pt•rs1111sions in 1natters of religion .'' Qucry_,,rere the others 1nore re
stric•ti\ fl ill the absence of all legislation than this roost liberal insti
t11tinn; 

'l'hP lc1st, anrl nun1bered 100, iu the list of acts, also passed san1e 
d,I\ .. Januar~ HI. 18:~8, was entitled." A n act to incorporate the DaYen
purl )!annal Lal,or College.'' " 1'he object, ·, says the act, "shall be the• 
pro1notion of the gPneral in tC'rest of' eclncatiou and to qnali fy )Oung n1en 
tu engage in the• seYc>ral eniployments and professions of society and to 
<lis, liarge honorably and usefully the various duties of life.'' 

( )f U1i:-- institution of high sonnding title and \Yi<le range of snbjecls, 
tl1f' ltic;torinn of .. I >a \'en port, past and presrnt;· says : '·'I'his scheme ,Yas 
a tine one, b11t it ne\ <'r amounted to anyU1ing, for t\vo reasons-a lack of 
st 11dt•nts nud a" ant ot money.·· I t eYinced. ho"·eyer. a most eom1nen<l
alile de:,;ir<> upon the part of those engaged in it to pro1note <>ducational 
interests. Of the t" enty-t\YO trustees incorporated, all save on<' . 1'lr. 
J,pn1nel Parkhurst , of J,e <'laire. haYe long sinee deceased. 

\Vhat the historian of l)ayenport has written, as quoted auoYe, 
u1ii;ht "itl1 e11ual propriel>· l,e plac:e<l as an epitaph oYer the graY0 of all 
tht> i11stit11tion-; of lf'arni11g in1·(1rporated b~ ,visconsin in the years 1836-
:1~ arul lo<'ated in I1nYa-·· t hey ne\·er a1nonnte<l to i:inytbi11g, for want of 
n111111'~. and at the time lac·k of st11d<->nts. ·· 

.\. brightPr day was hO\\'e\·er <la\Yning an,l ''d' 110\Y <·01ne to treat of 
I,,n·, proper. 

10\\'A., 1838-46. 
'l'he ·• 'l'errito1y of Iowa·· ,vas organizPd i11 .July (4th ), 1l:,:l8. and 

Bohert Luca~. twice (;overnor of Ohio, thP first Stat(• cn,atecl out of th<' 
.:\ortlnve:-.ten1 Te1rito1~· of 1787, c11>pointed (;overuor. The preYious 
year, l'i:r;· , < >ll io had <>nac-te,l a ll!:'\Y school la,\·, and undC'r it Samuel 
Lewis, of ('inciunati, Presid<'nt of the Bouret of Trnstc'es of , '{ood,vanl 
( 'ollP!.{f>. ,vas Pl<>rte1l first s11perintPndent of public schools. \Ye had 
h<>en a ci(,rk in his ofliee and an ass istant editor of the" ()bio Conuuon 
"<·hool J>ireetor, ., a mo11thl) periodic·al issued fro1n his otlicc· and de
Yntc•<i to comn111n sc·hool ('duc·ation. ,,~e \YPre also the first priYate S<"C
n ' lar, of l;o, en1or l ,ucas, and kno,v v.•hereof '"e affinn \Y}H~11 ,ve c111ott> 
their langnagf' anti sc•Hliments upon educational subjects. 

~11. J,e,vis in his first rPport, submitted to the l,Pgislature .January , 
1S3S, says: " Tlle lt(Jril f'ouudation of co1nmo11 schools in this :--.tat<' 
< >hi" ,• a1Hl the sa,ne tnay be said ,rith equal tn1th of l 0wa mar be laid 

in the orrlina11ce or < 'ongres~ pa:-.sed i11 liK7, pro, icling for the govern-
1ne11t or th(' 'l'erritory, of \\'hi<'h ()hio fonnecl a part. In lhat ,loc-ument 
cc•rtain great principles \\·C're laid do'1vn, \\ hiclt must of nec·e::;sit) lie i11 
<'orpnralecl into the constitution of the ~tates. l'he third articl<• ha" 
these \\onls: " HeJig-ion. 111orality and koowlu7yt beiug nec<'ssary to 
good gnvernn1C'nt and the happiness of n1ankind, schools <uu7 t/11 ou11,1.-; o( 
u11(('ofio11 shall forever hf' encouragP1l. ·· 1~his l1ecnn1e the common as 
\\ ell as the \\Tit ten la\\' of the land, a111l has been incorporated into tht> 

• 
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eonst itution.s of the new States as well as those of the old Northwest 
ern l't'lTiLory, [owa belf)nging to the f,> r mer cla..;s. 

(}overnor Arthur ~t. Clai r , the first Governor, in his first message to 
ihf' 1,egislature -0f the T t'rritory of O,iio in 1799. usHs this language: 
'· ·rht- 1Je11 t- Lits that result from early edncatinn and dne instructi11n in 
the pri11ciples of religion, are of i111mense value to every con11try, and 
:a1 e. too, obvinus that a11 attention to them for the rising g~nerati1>n 
should he pressed upon ) ou." All tile action of that period, as \Vt'll as 
n111st of then· su1·ct>sRors in I o,.va, sleep ,vith tlleir fathers, but they h ;Lve 
left us a ri<·h inheritance. 

Govt>rnor l{obert L11ci:\s, of l owa, in b is first message, thirty-nine 
_years later, q1101es the l ~lh St'Ction of the act of Un11g,·ess, estahlishing 
the 'ft->tTitory, \,hich exte11detl to Iowa a ll tile privilege-, received by the 
-0 1 din 111<:es or 17~7 to tile 8 a , A::! of thi-; .N'orLh westPrn Ter,·itorv. 
"T'l11:• 111habita111s of tl1e sai<l terri1orv [of Iowa] :.hall be entitled to all 
the right::; and innn1111itit:>s heretofon, grantecl and secured to the Terri
tor} of \Vi-wo11sin and to its it1h ,1uita11ts. '' I t bad bP1•n enactf'd 111 the 
-0rigi11al a, t <·reating the Territory of \\'iscnnsin thctt "'fhe inhabitants 
-0( said territvr~ sllt1ll l>~ t->Utitletl t,, and e11joy, a ll arid si11g11lar, the rights, 
J)rivilt->ges and a,lyantages grautell an,l secured to the people of the terri
tory of tlu· l-. S. DortlnYest of the Ohio riYer by the articleH of con1pact 
-conlniIH•<l in the ordinances for the govern1nent of the said territory, 
passed 011 the 18th day of .July, 1787. '' So I o,va became a child by ador>
tion of that c<>lehrated ordinanr,e ne~t to the constitution of the t r. S. of 
1,h!l a111l of the• I>reh-1ration of I ndependence of 1776, the 1nost remarka
Lle political paper ever pt>11ned hy 111orlal man. lT1uler and by virtue of 
it --~c·liools and the 1neanH of education shall ever be encotu·age<l. ·· I n 
onlr1 to giYe efficiPn<·y to these 1n·0Yisions, GoYPrn11r Lueas (as Gov. 8t. 
•Clair, of (>hio. hail hefore ltilul, in his first niessage to the Legislature, 
X<>,Hl by hiln in persou, on thr 12th <lay of :Novenlber, 1838. distinctly and 
foreihly rccnnuueuded the "organization of to,vnships, as \Yithout proper 
to,, nship regulations it " ,ill he extremely <liflieult. if not in1praclicable, to 
.establish a regnlar school s~·ste1n. I n this flrst Slate paper, under the 
11e,vl) organized go, c•r11111ent of Io,va, do \Ye find the township systeni 
recognized a11d enforcl:'cl as the basis of a sebool organization. 

ThP (;.o, t·ruor then aclds: '·Th<'re is no subject to "'biC'h I ,visll. to 
-call your attention rnorc etnphatically than the subject of estal>lishing at 
the c:01uu1encement of our political existence a ,vell digestecl syste1n of 
.common schools," etc. , 

IL may lie.as it h;-is bePn truly said. that "the legal fo11ndatio11 of com
mon sct11,0L ... ·' in lo,va ,vas 1:titl 111 the 11rd1na11ct' of 1787 the orga11ic Act 
-0t l1n,·a, 1838, a11d the G11vt-r11or's rue:-~age of th., same y< .. ar. 

'l'he Com111ittee of the II ouse '•On Con1u1on Schools,'' through its 
<.::hairrnan, Dr. Gideon S. Bailey, of ,, an Bure11 Couuty, reported IIouoe 
File No. U, on the 22d of NoYember, and on the 1st day of January, 183H, 
t be ne,v year recorclecl the approval of ".1.n Act proYicling for tb'e estab
lislln1ent of Common Schools. n Some of tlle provisions of that A..ct are 
t,Linted \Yith the eolor ... <l vie'\YS of ante-bellum times. Schools ,vere to 
be establishecl and opened free for eYery class of white citizens bet,veen 
the ages of folu· and tvrenty-one. Tlle Governor's sensible vie,vs as to 
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tlu• ··to\\'ll::-hip :-):-l1•111" \\Pl't> nol 1·a1dPd out I lit t I t,, ,-.11
1

111 1111-
fort1111atl'ly suh,til1tll'd, l'r11111 \\ hi,·h ··~11..•, 1ou , ,, 1 11 t J... 1111• '-italf' 
l1111g- yPar:- to <·sc·ap". :11111 it is 11111 P\(•111111\\ ,, hull, f11 11,1111 It 1, 1 n11·11111"' 
t·!Tt•<·ts. 'fh1· ht\\" pr11\·it11•d for tlu• le\) 11,~ ,111d < 11ll1 1 ,, 11 ,1 l,t (111 '1111 
P:-tablish111(•11t a11d :--1q1pn1 t of :-<'liools. ·• and ,il!-.u ·t 1 1ltl , l1r ol h1111',1 -.. •• 
lT11cl1•r this Ja-.t pro\·i:-iuu lht> <'it) of Duli11q111• ,,., t ,, 111-.t clht11, t. in 
tlu• ,·1•a1· JS+!. t,, h·Y\' sueh tax for lhL• huild111g of 1 ..,, II •ol hou,.. hr n•to
f11n: th1•yf1ad lt1•p11 i111ilt lty privah• e11tt•qJ1hC•. 'fh 11 \ct"·'" ~11.-111. a111l 

°""· l1 \Yas au .\r•t 1·0111prisi1t!.! gra111._ of prupt tt, 11111 1111 !lit PJ1f•11111a({c,-
1111•11t of l'dll<'ati1111." 

:,,.,o J',11 a:- paper a1·ts~\'1•n· 1•11nc·P1111•.J th1· IH'\\ 1t II l111, ,,,,.., 11111 01d) 
c•o111111itt<•d hut SP( 1111( i11 tl1P rig-ht hill' ol ed111•,1t111J1,il \\111k 'fh, 0111., 

dnn,ha,·k wa, .. thc•\\·aut of 1111111L·) 1111d lac·I\ of ,t111lt•11t-..' ( h1hlt1•n of 
sc·hool .tgt' not otlH•r\\·isc, l'l11pl11y1•d \\«'It' so s1·a1<'l' I h,tt i11 a lo\\ Jt {1f HNI 
}J<•oplt• tltC'n· \\'as li11t one• ,·hild. a11t1 t,, Pl'C'\l1 11t l11111 t111111 lit i11g l,1,t 111 Otf' 

ln1sh<'s ltb 1notlu•r t 1etl a sn,all h1•II :il,1111t hi._ lit cl, \1111 t'\t•11 after tht• 
en•c·lio11 ot tlte fil":-.t seliool lionsl', whil'h, 111 it~ d t), ,vas the lar~1•st 
oJJly franu• :-.C'li11ol lio11sp i11 thi• ll'tl'lt"r). \\L' r1..•111L111her Ji:n111}?" 
gatht•rt·d \\"ild st1a\\ he1 riL•:-, i11 tl1P :-t11·t•t:-. 'l'ht J.egisl.1t111·(

1 
n.s \\ell 

as the pl•oplt• \\"t•re, J11nv1•,·1•r. i11 1•ar11est in tl1t•ir efftirt.... to e,lu

eate tl11• <"on1i11g g1•11pratio1t. a1ul .so i11eorporalt>tl :--l•1ni11a11t• of J...t•arn
iug at ,,·:q11'll11. Lo11i:-a ( '01111ty: }\11 t ?\lndisoJt aud '\rp,,t l'oi11t. 

Lc•C' C'o1111ty: Buriiu!{ton aud ~\ugu:-ta. ))es ~lnine, County: J,a1111i11gltH1, 
B1•11ton,po1t and l(1os,1u11na. \ 'au B11n•n I '011111 \: H11c·kit1C"l1a111 and 1 >:tY
e11p111t. Scott <'onnt): and l>uliuqu1·. Jt w1111ld H•q1111,• an anti11u:uian 
"ith s111Yt•,·or a11d his cou1pa,s a11d 1•l1ain at thi"S dale to li11d s11111e ,,f 
those• sc•ats of learning of fifty )l':tr:; a~o. ~0111e of tl11•1n. lil\t' .T,J11:1h's 
gonn l. <·au1e up at 11 ight. liourishl'rl for a :-t•a:-011. \ •'I) I ,J'i .. f 11111•, a 11<1 

,vitbcred "ith U11• risi11g of tlic• s1111. . \ II of tl11•s 1 "Pl'P i111·lt11l1·rl i11 an 

"(hnnilins .\.C'l." ap111·ov(•d .Ja1111a1J :.!:t, IS:1'1. TIH• \\'11~t l'oii1t .\1•ad t•111y 

,vas suc1·essfull) wai11tai11ed for sc•\'Pt'al )l'ar-,, heiug l,wa11•tl i11 a ri«·h 
fanning c·1nt11I r~ . }>Popled largL•Jy h) <'astt•ru J1<•11plc>, 111 \\'110111 1·dt1< at11111 

\Yas I hf' hn•,Hl ol lif'e. Hut that. (1111. l'l'ased \\ hl'11 tl1t• l \11111111111 '-i1·hool 
s) stc•1n had a l1)('aJ J1ahitation, as \n•II a:-, a 11:1111P. 

'l'hp i1npol(a11c•p_ ho\\'('\'('I'. ,,r tl1al (•:ttl_, :tilt! Iii !',t lllo\ t• IO\\':tnl 1111• ('S

tahlishu1c.•ut ol <'111111111111 ~c·hools :--h1111Jd 11ot l>1• o, Prlookt·d. :ind <·:1111111t Ill' 
too high!) HJl)ll"l'<'iall'd. fo r 111•11plp ll11•n•l1) hPt·aint> <·01111111tt1·d to tl11• \\'ork 
a11d C'l'H:s<'d 1111I till tl11• < 0 1111111111 :--1•h11ol i-ystL•111 of 111\\'a. tlir1111~li thti,· 011·11 

e>fforts, !Jpc•at11P otu' of' tltf• l11•..,I i11 all I Ill' la11d. 

It has liP1•11 of'IPu n•111,1rk1•d lltat ··,,,., an• th(• he11·:-; of rill :1!,!1•s:· 1·et 
lite• Sil) i11~· is far l'r11111 lit>ill!! th!' 1•a:,,t•. 'l'h,• IH·1r of a tr11tlt 1111hl !.!"O 

tl1ro11gh 1111wl1 of IIH· 1'\:f't'l'il'IIL'I' \\"hi1·h th1• di.-.1°0\·c•n•1· \\t>llt throt1!.d1. \\'<' 
ha,·<· l<':t!'ltl'd fr11111 a,, l':"\a1ui11atio11 •.>f 011r ltislori,·al 1•du1";1ti1111al !'XJwri
('ll<·c: tltat llto JH•opll' 111' lo\\ a had to g11 ll111J1tg-h , t•r., 11111C"l1 111' tl1t• l'.\Jll'l'i

c11e1• ol tho Jll'11plt• ot' < )l tio a11d Chi' 11ld1•r ~tat,·:-. lielorH ,, e :-;1H·1•1·1•d1·tl il1 1.•:--

tal>Ji:-,hi11g- s111•h ii S,\ -..1 1•111 or ( '111111111111 ~C'l1oo]s as -.f11111Jd j•I'11\ l' ad,•q11at1• tn 

the \\':tilt:, of our 111•uplt• :111d tl1e a~1• in,, lii,·h \\"p li\i•. Xor has tit is )l'I 



rcnvA NOl{.MAL )IONTCILY. 279 

h<'('ll ,vholl~ attained, hf'rause the re1nai11:-; of the old "district" yet <To,,-ds 
0111 the• ··to,Ynship systr1n," in so1ue localities. G-ov. Lnras " 'as right. ancl it 
ha,l hec·11 l,ptter had hi:.:; a<lYic-e h<.>en follo,Yerl, as ··,yithont proper to,Ynship 
l'c•g11lnt io11s it \\'ill lip extren1cly difficult if not il.llpraetieahle to estahli:-;h n reg
ular :-.ystetn of l'ou11no11 Hrhools ... 

. \t the sr<·o1ul session of our Territorial Legislatnrc>, ro11Yened in :N"0Ye1n
her, l't~\I. '· ,\11 . \.rt to ineorporatr the Bloon1ington (~fusr.1tine) Eclucalion So
<'iet,, .. ,,as pass('<l Dec. 81. ·'Stephen 1Yhichcr, .Joseph ,vi1Iia1us. ,J. ~\.. l'ar
vin a11<1 sueh others as 1nay from tin1c to time hold stoek thereiu," \\·<'re aHthor
izc·tl to build a :,,c-hool house. Vnder and hy Yirtue of this ~\.rt, during the s1m1-
1ner of JMO. the storkholclers erecte<l a large ancl con1n1ocliou:-; ~whoo] house. 

184lJ, .January 16. the Legislature passell a secon<l .. Act, thi:,; tin1e ··to estab
li,h:· iusteacl of as before ''1n·oyicJing for the estahlislnnent" of a systen1 of 
<'on1n10H Rebools. This Act, Vl' ith subsequent an1endn1ents. constituted the 
school ll-'gislation of the territorial period-1838-.1:6. 

l)uring this san1e session, viz: 1841, .January 13. ·'.J..n <l.Ct " 'as passed cre
atiug the office of Superintendent of Public Instruction.,, The Ia,Y proYitled 
that the (ioYernor should nominate and the Council (Senate ) approve of the 
notuiuation. The Governor ilnruediately tendered the appointn1ent to 'I'. S. 
Parvin, ,rho ha<l heen his private secretary, and whose vie,vs and kno,vledge of 
the snhje<'t he hacl learne<l when preparing his first message. The appointment 
was declined, an<l then tendered to Dr. \\rilliam Reynolds, ,~rho had but very 
recf'ntly con1e lo the territory, and located at a place be and others had laid out 
and na111rd C'olun1l.n1s City, Louisa County. Ilis appointment ,vas confiriuecl 
by lhe Council (of ,•,hich the writer ,vas secretary) though a prominent n1ember 
criticised ih(-' non1ination saying the 11on1inee ,vas "a traYeling lectnret ,,itb a 
tnagic lantern, ancl a new coiner.,. The Doctor ,vas, ho,YeYer, a gentlen1an of 
educatio11 front the East, liut "·holly unacquainted ,,,ith the v\"est and her peo
ple. Ile, ho,Ye\er, clid ,vhai be could under the circun1stances. We are en
joined hy thr lilnitation of space fro1n any analysis of that hnv, ,vhich 111ay be 
excused, a:-- to a large extent it 1n·oyecl a clea<l letter upon the statute book. 

The SnperintP11<lent sulJmittecl a report to the next Legislature. \Yhich con
YelH'(l at Jo\Ya <'ity the Hth of Deeen1l.Jer, 1841. .~s \Yf kno"· of no other copy 
of tbal n•1Hnt thau the one in the possession of lhr \\Titer, a brief synopsis of it 
IlHl) l,e 1iro1H' r. It bears date DC'eeruber ~0th, and coYers sonic ten 8 vo. pages. 
rl'hl' hl\\ C'rc•aling the office n1ade it hi:,; <lnty to submit a report "exhibiting the 
conclition of the prilnary sc·hool fund~ of the pri1nary schools, ancl sneh other 
matte>rs relating to his oflice ait<l the public srhools as he 1na.\ thiuk proprr. etc . 
... \1Hl that h0 be c>njoinc,<1 to use' eYery exc·rtion lo effeC't au innnccliate org-a,dza
t ion of t Ii<' pri1uary sc-hool sj·stt>n1 i II a('c-orda1H·l' \YI ti l the la \\'s of the territory 
of .J,un1ar) I. 18:1~1. aucl JaHuar) Hi, 1~-!0. 1'hosr la\\·:-- hacl hel'll passed iu an
ticipation of rc•alizil1g a :--ehool flUHl at 110 <listaut day fron1 the natioual goYPrn-
111enl. l3ut tho-..p auti<'ipation::; \\"<•re not realized till the territor) he<·c1111e a 
~latf'. in the \Yi11t('r of lb-lli. 

l he ~nperi II te1H lent rpporte< I that sonH• of thr < 'ouu tic•s hacl not eYeu been 
diYhled il1to to\\nship:;, heuc•p nu d1stric·l::; hacl hec~u orgauii~Pd or school otlic-ers 
elel'ted~ that c·o1uplnu1ts ha<l 1,c•c·n 1ua,l<• that "the la\\· \\·as h.trll to 1u11ler:,,tand, ., 
\\"hereupon ht> reC'onnuended so111e i-notliti('atiou of its proYision:,,. Ile reC'otn-
111e1ulell legislation tending to tlte creation of a penna11c•11t school fu11<1, aucl 
dis<'u-;se<l the propriet) of Jll'l" id ing for --co111pulsor_) ed uca tiou,'' cveu at that 
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earl y day. Ile adcled that ilie territory ,,·a s set1li11g "itli s1wh a-..tonishing 
rapidity that the Legislatun-' should tak(• Pill I~ stPJh inore 1:Hll'1P11t1'· to 11r!.('a11-
ize schools in the tertitory. This 1lo<·11uH0 1Jt po;,:-t·'is1•s g1, at i111 .. 1, '::>l fr1,111 iti:; 
statement of diflirulties encountered, suggt·:-.tio11!-i 11n1d(', .i-; \\l'll a, f1l•1u tlH• l'a<'t 
that it \Yas the first report of the statr of 1n1hil1• Pd 111•nt io11 f(tr I 11\\ ,1. 

Thr Legislature e, icleutly, h<nrevp1-_ f1•H that t Ji., <·1 Pat11111 ot t 11'• utli,,,. had 
been pre1n<1ture, and the Com1nittee 011 Ed1H·ati11u i11 tilt· Sf•11a1-t• ",18 dir1•,·tt·rl 
to report upoll thp subject. That Con1n1itte,·, l1111111gl1 1t, ('lt:iiri11n11. 1 }r. G. ~
Bailey, of , ~an Bnrrn County. a 1na11 "Pll iufonnPd a11tl IJl11•ral iu his, i,-,,·,, 1 e
porte;l aclvcrsely to its repeal, a11d gave sonH~ fureihl<· 1·pc1.,t111-. in s11p1,ort of his 
vie,vs. 1'he la,,· "'as. hcn,·eyer, repealed, and l11t• ullii·11 a boltshf'd Ft-l,r11·1 ry l i. 
1842, and thi> n1ost important officC'r i11 our early Pd111•ntio1111 -;vsten1 }llu\'t>d to 
be only "a yearling." 

I n nclclition to the t,vo forcil,Ie rrasons ·1s::-.ig1tf'<l l1y th,~ "'11pen1ilp11dl'11t ,vliy 
the la,vs enacted hacl JiroYed faihn·<•s.-tlie ., ant 11 1' propp1 to\\"11sli1p qrg,111i:la
tion a1icl the lac·k of a sc-11001 fu11<l.-th(•n· \Y1•n• t>I h11 1lj \\ t kuo\\ not , ,f a:,; being 
conten1porary of those tilnes. 

The tPJTitnr) ,,as vr-,ry sparsely s<•ttlcd. tl1P (lt-'Of'll' 1·n111i11g fro111 all part-. of 
the Union. "'ere noi hon1oge11eous. aud tlH•y \\·l·n· 1•01>1-. 111 all tlii> t(•tTitory 110 
man ,vas kJl(>'\'11 then as being "'Orth the sluH of t"'"llt) lho11"'~'11d dt>ll,n-;. l'he 
'l'he ~wttlers hncl sought a honie in the llt'\\ t1•1Tit•n·y to l,i>t ll'r tl1"11 1·011diti1111. 

They had c-orne fron1 afar by la1Hl, tra,pli11g- witl1 tl11·tr •1\\ 11 ll'Htu-., c111tl hail 
first to seek a sheller a1Hl nutke a home. rflH:' la11d s 111' H l:11g,• JH>rti1111 l)f tlte 
territory ha<l not hee11 surveye,l, ancl ,.f those thal ltud 11111 u s111,tll p.11 t had 
been brought i11to rnarket. for no lauds wen· ~11lijPPI 111 l'llll'.\ till 1ir.st pro
clainH'd for Rale at the public lantl :,;ales. 1'lu· 1wnJ1l1• \\Pre 11111) c·lnin1,111t,. or 
squatters, as styled in conversatio11 and iu print. ~[:111) 111' (hPs1• c•l;111u,,11t::; !tad to 
hornn, 111onr) rlt n1ost fcarf,rl r.-ttes of i11tPH0 st of tlH· l:111d :-Ii.irk::,; :i11d --111P11ey 

'c llangf's 'f1on1 abroad. I'he fanuers l1acl 1101u,u·kt-t tor 1lt1• littl11 rai-..1·d i11 tho~e 
times which sorely triE>d 1nen ·s souls. " ' heat \Vas the i:;t aplP g-rain .• iucl l,11t little 
corn raisl:'d hccau:-.e too bulky to haul,aud thf> llt-'arest railroad\\ :,s Past of l>f·troit, 
an<l the riYer \\'as cl11st>d seYeral n1onths eac·h )t•ar. 111 JH.t:~, tl11• \\Tit( r "·"11 t to 
h ouse-kc>eping on his o,Y11 account, aud paid tlil-' folio" tit!! :--11111s f'or tliP arti<·les 
11,uned: liorse. $4-'">.00; ('O\\' and ealf, $ 10.00; oats and <·orn , Jwr ln1slu•I. I(; aud 
I :!1 ce11ts: hay, prairie, Si.00 per ton; ,vl1t>at <llil) :-H t11 :~.5 ,•ts ppr liuslH•l. an<l 
pork, dresse1l, =i.i l. ~5 per c·,vt. .A.11d let it !Je liorue i11 111i11d that tht•s1• articles 
\Vere of th .. ,·e y hest quality of their kind, aud all tliiugs elst> i11 proportion. 
'l'b, peoplt-' co11)1l not, had they so <lesirf'd, paid a s1·huul tax, ,llHl t l1P Jong 
songlil grant of land a1ul surveys for sc·hool p11rposps 1·,u11e uot llll lo\\ a IH•c,une 
a State. 

1Tet n1id all these trials aucl deprivatio11s in P\('l'} set..tll•tneut aacl eonHn u 

nity large enough, the people with ,vise fort-"thought, a11d antic·ipatiug the Heeds 
of the futurc>, built ihe log school house and e1nployed the best tea<'her::, atcessi-
1.Jle to them. Dr. Reynold:-; co,11plained that good a11ci eo1upt-Lt1nt lt--atht>rs cnul<l 
not be hacl. .\slate as 18.S:$ the "'riter i1n1>ortrd thn-'e for tht- school al i\lu::,wa-• 
tine, and all fro1n the .Norn1al School at .\lha11y, Ne,v \ork. T1,e salariel; paid 
them, as gathered fro1n tl1e published report of that, year, ,,as the Pri ncipal 
of ihe graded scl ,ool $500.oO for ten mouths: assistants, lirst $2-'>0.oo, second 
$200 OP, and the third $ 150.0o, l.Jut a little in excess of surus paid in soUH' of our 
Lest scl1ools of to-clay-as that \Vas in its day- per month. Need it bt' ,vouder
ed at then, uow ihat t lle people of Iowa did nut 1n the Jt'ars preceding our 



10\VA NOlGiI AL l\IONTHLY. 281 

Statehood, organize and 1naintain public schools, as provided by tbe laws of an 
f>arli et date. 

In latrr yran, it has been reported by competent autho1ity that the Iowa 
school systen1 " ·as a compound of those of Massachusetts, New York and Ohio, 
and n1ore of the latter than of either of the former, T he g reat di fficulty at that 
period frlt in the framing of a suitable la,v was owing in part to the e uli re ab
sence fron1 thr territorial library of tbe statutes of Uie several States. 1~bey 
<·ould uot he purchased, a11d I ov,•a had noue of ller own to exchange. Another 
,va-; to adapt auy la\\· to the diYerse Yie"·s of a people from so many States and 
<·onntrit>s. 

I n the last year of I o,va 's pupilage, ho,Yever , the legislature on .J anuary 15, 
1846, provi<lt'd by la"· for the "assessment of school tax'', but the aml)11nt only 
part!) 1net the demands, and a personal assessment had tn be ]t>Yied upon the 
patrons of the school till early in the fifties, ,vhen the teachers and ofticers of 
the ~l nseatine school, with G. B. Dennisou, then a teacher at the head, se, ured 
an e11acti11ent meeting the emergencies of tlle case. 

\Vith the last act, in Januar~. 1846, all school legishition ceased for the ter
r itory. 

STATE OF IOWA-1846-' 58 . 
. A. Constitutional Convention haa lJeen held October 7, 1844, and a Constitu

tion adovtecl, but rejected by the people liecause of opposition tu the boundaries 
in1post><l by Congress-a ,vest line from the month of the .Nl innesota (then St. 
Peter's) rirer, and south through the R acoon forks of tbe DeR .Nl oines river to 
the north line of the l::ltate of ~l 1ssouri. 

The Second Constitutional CouYention \Yas held at Io-,Ya City, May 10, 1846, 
aud the C11nstitution it adopted \Vas ratified by the people August 3, 18-lo. 

Congress passed an .A.ct providing for the admission of Itnva iuto the Union 
l>e<·t>1nht>r i8, 1846. This elate is therefore (and uot t hat of August, as often 
erroneeusly printed ) the true elate of our Stateh1>od . 

.. \ rticle. lX. of that Constitution , entitled'' Education and School Lands," 
1n·o, ided, ~t'Ction 1, that ·· 1.'he U·eueral 1\ssemhly (for hy this namr the Legis
lature is henceforth to ho sty I eel J shall provide for thr election by the µeuple of 
a Superi11te1Hlent of Pul>lic I nstruction," etc. Section 2. "The Gt>neral .As
i,e1nbly shall eneourage by all suitable n1eans tbe promotion of 1ntellectual, 
scie11tifie. n1oral and agricultural improvement." 

The s ,ll~ statement publisl,ed ,videly over the State, in very recent years, 
that, Io"'a IJacl lLO ·' school syste1u "till after the adoption of the present. Con
stitut1on iu J857; that during all those interve111ng years, more thaH a decade, 
" 'bile the population had increased from one to .tive huuclrecl thousand people 
that our people wo11kl turn a deaf ear to tl1is autlioritativlj co11st1tutional uec
laratio11, see1ns too ahsurcl to need refuLalion. .And the equally false state
meut that '·llon. I l orace 1\Lann (then uf Ohio ),is the father of the I o,1,a school 
syste1n," "e shall refute later in this paper. 

This sa1ue section 2 further provides that ·· the proceeds of all land::. that 
have been or ht:>reafter may be grautecl by the United States to this $tate fur 
the support of schoolR.,' also that •· tbe live huudred thuuHaucl acres of la.nd 
gr anted to the ne\Y titates, uuder an act, of C11ngn:ss d1s tribnti11g the pruceeds 
of the public lands an1ong the several States of t,he Un1uu, a1-1pro,·ed in 1841 "; 
also •· Sueh per cent [tiYe] as may be granted by Cougress ou the sale of lctnds 

• 



iu this ·tat,•. shall 1e111ai11 a JH~r11i,t11.t11111 n . J J, 'I 
oJ con,111011 M·lio,,J:,; thro11gl1011t t h1• ~tatP. ' t d 11h 1 th<' -.upport 

Ii II , e h It 11,10116 its 
~P1·tio11 :t "'1'111• C:PJ1p1•;d ,.\:-;~<>1111,t) ..,J,aJI [a11d , 1 

lir:-t at·ts it flit!] }ll't1,·icl1• for a ·sr:...t1 111 111 <·0111111011 l II 
1
1 

'1'}1e .\,·t of C'o11g-n•s...; pro, 1di11g- fnt the a,ln, 1 111 , I I, \\.1 111t, tl1e L 11iou 
pnn ides 01:it ·· st>c·tio11 11111111,,., t>d si.:dPt•n in e, t 1 \ t,n 11 111 ot tl11 pnbhc· l:uuls. 
~hall l,p gTa11t,•1l to tl11· ~ta IP for tl11· 11:,;P ol :-srhnols: ,ti tl1.1t "1 i, ,. J1e1 ee11t 
oft ltc• lit>( pn1c·1•1•ds (If s,llt-'s of all 1>111,lir J.1ncls h 111, \ I h II tlH-' s·ud State Ila]} 
ht> app111priatt-d Lu tht· :-,;1 alf> ... t·t,·. 

t t ( t . 

1 ·11,. ti1st (;f•1u•ral .. \s,,•111lil~ of th<• II<'\\ "'Lite- (tin,, IH•d at lo\\c1 ('it) iu 
J>e1·r111lit-r. 1s-11;_ and it,jir.~, aet \\:ts e11titll•tl ·• r11.1pt, 1 I !-.cl100I 1· UIHI.'' ,t111l 

app111v<•d J)ecPn1ht·1· 14. ol tlta1 ~ea1. Cl1.iptP1 !l t 1, t 1t1llt'd (' •rnn 01 Sl'lioob,'' 
arid tlii~ a1•t. "ltir·l1 i:-de1·la11-'d i11 its tit I,• lo ht• ·-.;•IJll'I< 11 t nt.11 ,111d ,IIIJf>Hdatury 
to tl1at of .Jann,,rJ lti, J",HI. pr11, Id!-':-. 1111 ll1P Pit rt1011 ,,._ plo\ 1«1< d fn1 Ill tlH• 

('011stit11tio11 ) of a :--tat,· -""ll['t'l'llllPt1d1•11t ill 1'111 lil l11 t111tt1011 ,it 11H· JtP.Xt 

tn\\ 11,hip ('h•c•tio11 [\\ lii,·IJ 01c·11rn•d .\J•rrl -5. 11-.r;.J 111 ll11, hn, of llllJP pa1I1•s 

1•111,·i::-i1111 is 1oadf' lor tile Pl'f•c·I 11111 a11d Ol'l!n11izatio11 oj el 101 d1st1 irts., l<·rtio11 
of' din·ctors a11rl rleli11iug- tl11•ir dutit's. r:1isi11~ of llll JH }S a11rl l1111ld111i,.: of srhool 
11011:-t•s. i11spt·c·li1111 of ~,·ltonls, 1"11 l'l'ipt and d1,h1u·:,,•n1P11t of tlte srl,ool f1111d. t•x
ami11atio11 fl1J lhP i11:-pf'ct111~ of tt•ac·lu•rs. IP,, ing of t.,,, . .., lor thP "-U)lport of 
isc-hools. ll<·ti11i11g the cl11ti<•s of ~tatt• ,...,IIJ•Pri1Ht•11de11l. \\ lt11se oflicl• \\a-, e t11b
lisl1Pd p1•n11a111•J1th· at till· ~l'at of g11, Pn1111t•11t, p111p111 ,01H1ol of tht> srhool 
f1111cl of lliP ..,late. a11d to n•p111t, a111111all} lo tl1P ( ;l'lll'J:11 \,-"t•J11hl), sl:tti11~ 
fully and 1nin11tt'IJ 1111 ll's:-. titan ~f>\'PJJ i1npnrta1,t 111nll(•rs lOt1C'h111g lus111tiePnnd 
tl1t' pro,g-ress of l he :,;c•hools. 'l'hc• :'-c·hnoll Fund ( '111111nis io11e1:,; ol 1•:H·h <·0111tty 
had lhl· t11auagP1111•11t of l111• 1•11n11ty share of public 111011Py • a1Jc) had to lPport 
to the :--11pPri111.111de11t i11 s111111> 11iue pa11 ic11lars. <'art>f u1h g11:irui11g the f 1u1d~. 
aud pn,vidiug for the h<.•st i11te1ests (,t tlJ,, school:,;. 

In tit is J,n\' lite tow11sltip was not ll11•11 11ur ht>fo1 r 1101 sine!' 11uuh• tht> alts11-
lute basis of lltt• sy:-;tc•tu. as rr•c·on111H•11dt•cl In· , :o, eruors Luca,. C:ri111t>s, a11tl 
th1• St1pt'ri11t<•111le11ts. ~01 \\'as the S}slt•rn of <·ot111t, s111H•11nte11df'11<'} <'ll!.!'raft-
1•d u1,011 lhf' s):HE-111. 1101 ~<·t that of gradf'd s,•huob .111<1 t1•at·h1•1"H iJ1sl1t11te,, the 
ontgro\\·tlt 111 latPI' law:-; ancl n•1·01111111•11datiu11:s. l'l,es.--• ,,e11• ,,ist>I) Jll'O\'i<lt•cl 
for and ahl) c•11lon·t--d I,~ tlit- ('01n111i:-.sio11e1:... 1111 Ht>,·isio11 of th,· La\\s, ~Ja1111 
and l )f'a11. i11 l~•>i. ~\ 1'1111l11•1· ac•t \\ a:-; pa:-::-1•d I hP- x111n,• r..pssic,11. and app1 o, 1•11 
Feln11a1~ 2Ii. lhli. pro, id111~ r1111n• ttrlly 1111' tl1fl .. lllllllHgl'lltt·l)t a11d distrilt11tion 
of t hP "'cltool Ji'1111d." 

•jl lltc- lll':>.:t sp ... ,11111 •• Ja1111ar\" ~.:;, 1'-48, au aet \\:1s pa8i-.f•d to authorize a l)i s
trir·t Sc·huol tax,· both for th1• s11pp11rt of i-eli1111):,; c111d 1111• h11ildi11g of i-;cJ,ooJ I lllll~t•, ..• 

1~-li. ~\ p1·il ,5th t ht• lirsl 1•l,·ct1011 1111tlpr the ll!•\, tonstil11tion \\ as ltl'lcl for 
thP t·IPc·ti1111 of a "'lat, St1pPri11tP11rl1•11t of Jl11hlic· l11stnu·tio11. 'l'IJp 1·c111didates 
\\'ere fJ011 . ( 'harl,·s )1;1,011 of B11rl i11gl<111. tl11•11 ('ll1Pf .111::.ti«·Pof t111• Stat,• <'nnrt. 
a11d l'rnff'ssor (nt'l,•r\\anls "'1·11ator) fl :1rla11. of )It. Plt-.rsa111. '1'111• lallt•r "·as. 
or It.tel liP1•11 J'r11f"P:-;,or a 11rl J'11 •sid1• 11 t of I h , •• \J t•t 110d i st I '11l11•g1• at I o\\'a <'it v, :u11l 
then 1('(1)(1\t'd lo ~ll. PIPa:-ant. j\Jtpd11C'alorot )lltlasingaddrfJss anrl~rPal auil
ity. as \\'t•II as a popular sp1'akt-r, l1P <·a11, a St'd tl11• ~t:it,-, wltilt.; l11s eo111JH·t it11r. 
<''lll:tlly ll·ar11Pd a11cl ahlt>. l>11t lrs:-. of a public 111a11, n·1nai11Prl :it h11r11P a11d 
\Yas lf'ft ht-hind in tlto rac-e for 11flie1•. '!'111• I>,·111111•1 ats. \\ ho ltad carri.-<I tht• 
el1·ctio11 for State olli<·ers. through the St>r-rr.t:iry ,ti ::;tall•. 11011. l~lisltn <'utlt>r. 
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.Jr .. brought suit. and had the election declared null and void, for the reason 
01at. i he proelnlnation had n0t been published in accordance "1th law. Super
iutP11d1•11t Ilarlan. howeYer, filed his bond, and at the next General Asse1nbly 
made a ri:>porL This doc11meut. of such great interest undertbe circumstances, 
"'f• h:i v£• l>ern unable to tind, an(t is the only one so far in demand ,ve ha Ye not 
ton11d i11 our cnllertion cf 1'erritorial and State documents. 

18-il-i. April 3. !Ion. Thos. Benton, .Jr., of Dubuque, was elected and con
tiune,l 1nost abJJ to till tl1e ofllce for several years. IIe, too, ,vas an educator, 
a1irl h:Hl taught in Duhuqne as early as the spring of 1837, and succeeding years 
the Ji,·st ··< 'lassical ~ehool in lo,Ya." SupPrintendent Benton set himself earn
est!., "l "·ork tn eil'ec:t as thorough and efficient an organization of the school 
systeLn aspo~silileundi:-r the ht\V of the previous ~ear. Ile snlnnitted his. and 
thP first State report. 011 the condition of tbe "Schools and School Lands," from 
,,·lli1·h ~lte 1nost casual reader, if not prejudiced, may see that lo,va had in 
De<·t>1ulH:1r (-li, 18-11.l, a ··~chool systt>n1'' in full opera.Lion, and doirJg a grand "'Ork 
at tl•at date in educating the "youth of hotb sexes in the Stale.'' Ily his re
con1me1HlatiPns and s11igestions of amendments to the existing laws. and incor
poration of new· feature:, i11 future laws, he sho,ved uot only a mastery of tbe 
c:;11lJjt>c-t, l>nt auticipatPd many of the most importanL provisions and improve
me11ti-. recommende1l later l,y othPrs, who have received the cre(lit justly his due. 

rrhe sul>.ie<'ts prPsentecl a1Hl discussed in this report are the for1nation of 
distriets: orQ'anira tic,11 of school tl istricts; examination of teachers; employ1nent 
,ot tt>aclic•rR: locat iou of sehool honses; connty school tax; sale of school lauds,
au1l aH0 1 her t1,pic. ,vhirh he capitalized" 1'he School La,v.'' Uuder this head 
he re(·on1111euded "l he repeal of the present law and the passage of a ne,v one." 

1'he ne11e>ral .\.ssembly :-,een1s to have entertained the sume view of tbe im
prrfetlio11:-; of llle existing law, as it passed a new lav,;1 of thirteen pages. enti
tled ·· \.u al't to establish a syste111 of con1mon schools .. , Ju addition to the im
rn0Ye1nent of tlle provisions of the old, this ne'\'\' law provided for the examina
tiou n11u recommi>ndation hy the Superintendent of a •·series of text books. to 
be used in the school:;''; the loaning of the school fund. Lo bring interest upon 
it; vro, itliu~ for school librllries; exen1pting frorn t;:i.xation f<,r sehooJ puq10:-;es, 
tbe prope1 ty. real and personal, or blacks and 1uulattos- for the reasoll, though 
not state,1, that, at that date perso11s of color " 'ere denied admission lo the pub
lic schools . .1\.t this session an actv.•as passed "to establish ·NoH)L\.L ScnooLs' 
for the e,lu atio11 of corun1on sc11ool teachers'' at ~\.ndrew, (Jackson county), 
Oskaloosa n ucl irt Pleasant.·, 

In his report the succePding year, received J)ecember 2, 1850, the S11perin
tende11t announ<'ed that he ha<I divided the State, as provided by tlJis law, into 
three districts, a11d appointed the trustees v:bo had been recommended by the 
people of the respecth e counties in such districts. 1'he Normal School at ... \.n
c.lre'>v, ho\Yt'ver, ,vas thE> 0111) one organized and opened. that on the ~1st of 
NoYeruher, 18~9 with Prof, Samuel Pray as prinC'ipal, and Miss Julia S. Dorr, 
.assistant. ThE> co11rsc of instruction being similar to that of the Ne,v York 
Norn1al School at .\.lhauy, \Yhic:h later furnisheu a 11umber of lhe most eflicient 
of our teachers. 

Tbirty-t"·o counties ,yere 110,y organized. though in some of them distncts 
only in part. j11dging from lhe reports of the count,yoflicers organized. 

The "GniYersit) had not yet nnr for flome time \Yas it opened to students, 
thonp:h an incipient organization had l)een effected and trustees eleeted. 
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--------------------------- -------
"J>honetics" and phonetic printing seen,s to ha, t at that e:u Iv datf~ ( l8fi0) 

attra<'tecl the attention of the s11pt-nntenile11l n11d tt>aehers. a11,l i11 l iiH and 
later ye;1rs became a llobby and ri,lden ti) d••:ith in the. bt11te '1'c11cl1crs' ,.\ssocia
tion, for of late years we hear nn 1u ,re uf it in nur '"s<'hnol systern. · 

TEACJI EltR' l SSTlTGTEs.-Col. Benton d\\ellsqnite ,tl le11glh 11pri11 tliis snh
ject, aud traces their lthtory 1..:a.;;t. Ile then atl<l:-i. · \ n i11:sti1111 t' of this 
charactC'r was organized a fe\V vears ago cnrnposrd ot thfl lt'ael11•1s of tit,• miner
al region of lllinois. \Visco11si11 and !own . C)11t> of it~Rt>c;s1011s ,\aR helcl at, l>u
l>uque. .A.n .. l ss()ciution of 11 nche1 s has a !so lie1·11 forn1t•d 111 tlir> c1H111t, of 11 en
ry. " llerecommeuded (anJ leL it hP.11olc·cl) Sl'Ven )ea1s heton· thP p1opn,ed re 
vision of ~lessrs . . \1an11 aud Dt>an, tl1at the,p I 11sti1 ut1• .. ~tall ,\nd J)i .-.1 l'ict, l)e 
hel,l ,u1 nu,11ly, and that the General .A.ssetnbly approp1 ,•,tfl at lea t ,..;u.oo tor 
the suppo1 t of eac-h . 

'£hi:-;" hole rt>port, \Yhic-h for that pc·rin(l "·as YPr, , ulun,inous, is 1 ,~plt>te 
\\'itb . aluablP Rllggestinns and rPeom1nP11tlatio11s to the (iPneral J\:. ... ernbly? 
scl1ool otfic-ers and teachers . 

.1\s thi:; iR Lbe first ruentiou and intrn<111rtio11 of the 81thjrrl of '•'f'cu,·l,rr,.,' 
In.,;titutr:•/' a11<l '''l'ca,•hf'rs .ls:-nciotio11s," the sHhjPcts 1lt-1n,t11d, trom tltl·ir ~1eat 
impDrtanc:c, and the grPat influenc·e they ha,·e ,•xe.1 tell upu11 tl1ti 1.•1l11,~ati1111al 
\"i'ork in Iowa, a more exte111h·'1 uotict' . 

1\. 'l'eachers' lustitutP I the fir:--t no tlouht jn tl11• ,, est 1 \Ya.-- h1-l,l at I 'ld1·ag<.> 
in the 1no11th of Uctobtr, 184H, c:011d11cle<l b, J{P,. ~alt 111 1'11\\11 a11cl ot111•r s of 
the :-ita1e of Ne,Y York. .J. L. Piekanl. the1t l<'arhi11g an ae,1d11 111y 11t l'latte
ville \\'is1·011siu, "'as in t1ltenclance upon that instil 11tl'. a1ul under tl1P. iu1pe
tus theu g-1ven tbe subject, lie and oLhers organized :,11 asso<'i:1l11111 l',tll~d ' · l'he 
~l111i11g }legion 'feachers' --\.ssociatio11." )lceti11gs \\l'l'H lu~l,t al l"lat11·\·1Ue. 
Galcua a11d Dubuque alter11atel) i11 1~7. lS-!S a111l 1849. 'l'l1is I.1st, i11slilul1! \ras 
held 111 4\pril of Lhc latter year, c11uduc·ted by Prutr..:s11r l-'1ckard, 1'1i111ua:,; U. 
Benton. Ji., F. E. Bissell, an a.ttorne\' and 011P of tile I' ,1111uhsi1lt1PJ:- of Ile,·i
sion 111 18'1,; Iluu. Lincoln Clark, later 1nf111h1•r of ( 'ongTp:-.~: ll1Jll . Bt'11j.1111in 11. 
:::iamuels. ca11cliclate 1or (.; o, eruor i11 l!:--56 a111\ I 'rof,•s~or Cltautller Ultilcl::;. of 
Dubuque, l'riucip,d of the IIigll bchool in lSJfi. Prof1·s~l1r Pu:k;1r<l ;1111I lti:-- co
,vorkers couti11ned thaL ir1::;tit11te for ::-.e,eral da\'s. a111l 111adi, it q11tll' a :-.U<'Cess. 

111 Lbe summer of 1h54. Professor .Jonatba11 Piper heltl a s111·1•111',ful 111st1tute 
at 1ro), J>a,is co1111t), ·where he was then te:ic·h1n~ i11 a11 aca1le1ny. and later at 
other plac:es 111 tl1l' 11e1gllhoring counties. Fro111 thi, ti111e fol'\\ art! t hese pri
\'ate iustllutes \\t•te llt'ld. 

<'Ol); f ). 1'B.\('lJEH ..... r~ ... TITl T}t; ..... -'l'hP lirst ot "hieh ,re lind ally published 
reC"ord \\as held at '1'1pto11. <'edar c:ou11tr. i11 l>Pl't 1 a11Jer. 18-ii. (>f this P. Le 
Bo)uton was l'resitll-'llt.and L'rot"essor C. C ~t'stlc•rode, Princip,d of tlle lTnion 
::;chool, the co11uuctor. 'l'h1s \-\'as co11ti11ued, antl sueli Connty l11stitute:., were 
lt t>l<I the :suc:ceecli11g year at () .,kaloosa, aud various otht-!r citi1•s. 

SL\TE TE\C'IIEl{s' l NSi'ITUTE.-'l'I.Jt> Ur--.t "<'a:-- lu·hl i11 cc11111e1·tioll \YitlJ the 
I owa ::,tate 1 each en,' , \.ssociat101t 's fifth ~e-;siou at l >11 huq 11e, . \. priL 1 ..,_5,, ancl 
c11JJ<.luc-ted U} Pn,tessor lJ . F . \Ve lis. J>resuleut 

:--ir \JL l 'L BLll' 'l'J•~A<'IJI<:H!:--' l::-. -.;11TUT1.~. -'l'bt>se ,ven• tin;t, held u11der and 
b) pt·rn1is:,1on ot' l he sc.:h1>ol la \V of 18o'5. 

Xo1t,1 \I, l 'isT1'1 L''JE...,.-'l'he firsL "·as held at ()skaloo.--a in the sum111er of 
18ti7. uH<lc·r the auspices of ,J. 1''. E\'e1ett, Co1111t) .._1111eri11te1ule11t; l 'rofe::isor 
Jonathan PipE:>r, conductor. aud several othtt leadi11g tea<'hcrs ot that ancl 
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neighbori1lg counties. Thls institute was continued through five weeks, and 
proved a great success. The enrollmeut was about sevent,y. Following this 
Professor E. H. Ely, of lndependt->nce. held a successful No1 mal Institute for 
several ivet-ks at that place in the summer of 186a. 

l 'EACIIE Rs' .... \..ssouIATIONi---Conuty of H enry . The first county teacbers 1 

association v:as held in flenry couuty in 18.SO. This continued for many years. 
Professor Ho,\'e, of ~[t. Pleadaot, one ot' the leading educators of that period, 
was the µriucipal officer and leader in it. Ex-G,)vernor Newbold in 1853 became 
a leading spi rit in it also. 111 18-56 one was organized in Cedar county. 

Io,v A STATE TE.c\CilERS' AssoCIATJON-,Vas organized at Muscatine, Nlay 
10, 1&54. (1) 

P ur::.-:uant to a call signed by Professor D. F. Wells, of the 11uscatine 
Schools, a11ct seven teen otllers. a number of teachers and educators assembled 
at the Court House, and organized the .. Iowa State T eachers· Association,'' 
adopted a const,itut1on, aud elected the following otlicers: 

l'resitlent-lion. J. A.. Pai-vin , 1'1uscatine. 
V1c..:e-Pres1dent- I-lev. Daniel L ane, Davenport. 
R .-corc.l1ug 8ecretary-D. Franklin \Vells, Muscatine. 
0orre:,poudiug Secretary- Re\'. Samuel Ne,vbury, Dubuque. 
1'teasurer-.Prof. G. \V. Drake, Oskaloosa. 
Executive Committee-1-l.ev. Samuel Nevi'bury, Dubuque; G. B. Dennison , 

Muscatine; ltev. \V. 'tV. \Voods, Io,va City; Prof. D. S. Sheldon, Davenport; 
Prof. H. I{. Ellson, Denmark. 

'l'be ... -\.ssociation adjourned to n1eet at Io"·a City, on "\Vednesclay 
I 

the 27th 
of Dt'cem ber 18-54. 

Pruf. Ed:,on was not present at that first meeting, tllough be attended many 
subst:queut, 011es. .After leaving the " D eumork Academy,'' which he made the 
''first among its equals" amoug the educational iustitntions of Iowa, be became 
a mrwlJtr of the faculty of I o,va College, at, Grinnell, where be labors with the 
zeal buru of tlle loYe of a profession to which be bas devoted his life. 1..ieo. B. 
Dennison still lives at ~lu::.cat1ne, and, Vl'b ile no longer a teacher, has lost none 
of tl!e interest he then felt in tbe cause of common school education. IIis wife, 
nPc ~lary Lyun , ,v1th ourself, Vl·~re among the members ,vho on th~t day orgi-ln
iztd the ... A .. s::.ociation wuicll bas done much indeed to advance the cause of pop
ular euuc..:aLiou in I o,Ya. ,ve ,vere then !>resident of the l\l uscatine Board of 
Dii eetors,aod ~l iss L yon. with Prof. ,vans, ,vereof our corps of teachers. It 
is sad to relate that all the others named as educators ,vho '·buildeu, that 
day, -Aiser tl!au they kuew," have all passed fro1n thtir labors. 

Cl ). No-rE-1:'rof. Enos, Editor, in tho "Voice of Towtt," July, 18.57, iu publis hing a n 
"Abs tract of Proceedings of tile State Educational Convention, held at I owa City, .June lf:1-
18, lb56," bas this foot uote: "Ao organization hnd existed prior to this time unucr the name
or the lo,, a 8tate Teachers Association, but had become inoperative. " - [Ed. 

l n ao address on ·'"Self Vulture." delivered by Prof. \Vells before the nssocintloo at 
Tipton in l1>1W, "e flad on page 15, this reference: "The first :::;tato 'Teachers A:,,sucitttion in 
I owt1 was o rganized at l\luscatioe in May, 1115'1, and a subsequent moutin•r held iit Iowa City 
in J1ocem1Jcr," etc. But 1nasmocb as the ntiwspapet·s containing the on ly copy of these
proceedings bad long s ince been Jost or destroyed. and the voluo1cs or tho Voice became, 
what few copies were pt·eserved, shelved, all trace of tbe early history of the association 
bad been lost . I t wns only ou the Saturday preceding the last meeting (December 26, 1~). 
that I found the copy of the paper con taining the first, and a fo1·tnight later that o.1' the sec
ond, session. 

• 
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8r.;coND SESSJON-DECE)lBEH 27 ~~. 1851. 'l'llf' Assucintion lllf'! Jolll'Sllant 

to adjoununent, and held its sessions i11 1 !11-• Bt•pn, t nti1tl\ A 11:tlL .,,,.P11111~s. 
and Presbytrrian cbun·h <luring tlH• daJ~- JJrP:-id<'11t R cu1di11g ,!THI f'or
responding 8ecrf'taries, Chairman of 1~xecul h P < 'n1n1nif tf'P. lVitl1 111any 11tl1t•r 
teachers and frien<ls of f'rlucation. prPsP11t. :.\la11J of tl,e, n1ernlJPrs of the J .. eg-
1s)ature (,vhieh \Yas in session) atte11clc,l tl1P eve11i11g sr,,..ions. 

The list of rnembers is not giYen, h11t of those ,vlto iHok part il1 tl11• cli:--,•nss
ion upon tbe sub,i<>ct of "Grarle<l Schools.,, are gh1•11 as follo\\'s: Hev. l)r. \\~. 
\V . \Voods, Dr. \Vu1. H.eynolds, .Jas. Ci. Ilill. and Prot. '' Llls, ,)f lo"·a C'ity: 
l~evs. Aamuel Sewbury and Jerome \.Jli,11, of l>11h11q11P; ~r1n1ut•I IIoY.e, of i i t. 
JJJeasant; J. L. Enos, ofCe<lar l{api<ls and a ~Ir. <'1P\, ,d1e,111 ,re do not re
collect. aucl concer niug"'honJ ,ye can Jear11 n11tlii11g. 

In the evening IIon. J. ~"-- P;irYill, l're~iclent, dPlh•Pn.:d "~\11 .,\,ldrt!s~ Oil 
the Necessity of lT11iversal Eclucation," ,vhiclt ,Ya'! p11hlitiltl:'d hy tl1e .\ssoeia
tion in a pamphlet of fifteen octavo pagPs. ,\. 1•1,p_, of 11,e nrld1 pg;; lies before 
us as ,,,e write. 1\.n address ,vas alsr deli\ f'l'(•d l,y J>rnf. ,lt•1·111111• .\ llea. of Al
exander Collf'g<'. l>ubuque; s11bJect, · Tytility of < 'IH•Jnis1 r). ·· 

ltev. Samnel Ne,vln1ry, <,t' Dubuqu<•. also d11li\ !"1 i>d :111 atld1Pss. hut the snh
ject is not stated in the 111in11tes and" r. do noL re1ue111hi>r 11. 

Copies of these tv.•o ,cvere also requ(•stf'd fpr rn1hli1·atio11, but, ii' publislled, 
"'·e do 11ot recollect to have e,er possessed or se~n thP111. 

The A.ssociatinn adjournPtl t0 meet at Davenport 011 tl1e lirst Tues1lay t4th 
day) in SPptem ber next, 185-5. 

I 'I'he session was not held then and therf', as \\'C' h:.in1 fron1 a letter of re-
cc~nt date from Geo. B. Dennison, a mc>n1her of thP ExP1·11tive ('0111mittee. IIe 
attended, but there ,vas not a qnorun1, O\\ iug to th,, f,11•t, I.<· "rites, t11at the 
m~etiug h ad not been ··adver tised"-\\ ith a lilt](• pri11t<'r·s i11k •'it 111ight have 
been" quite different. 

EDVC.\TION'AL CON\'EN'TlON.-Under this title "'c haYe an abstract of tbe 
proceedings of ecl11cators, helcl at lff\Y;t ('it, .. JnnP Iii, li and 18, puhlisbed in 
the "' \ roice of Iowa,'' \'ol. 1, July, 18-'ii. L\rnong Liu• 11an1es gh en \Ye recog
nize several of those present at the first and s<•tond se"-.;ions. 

~ince the meetings ha,·c> bPen held regular!~· a11d t!H· proceedings \Yith few 
exceptions published. though the 1\.ssoriation posse:-.se>s 110 complete copy. nor 
any onf', so far as ,ve can learn. "\Vhat i'i \\'t11·th dui11t{ i" \\'Orth doing ,vell, .. 
and this means preserve au<l publish for use (hp pr1,c•e(•dings iu full. 

SCHOOL LE<;ISL.\.TION' RESl'.'lfEI>. 

,:\u extra sessio11 of the Legislature \\'as IJpl,l at l o\\ a City, .July :2, 18-Sl'l. 
Gov. (irilnes. in his IDf'sRage. "recomn1ended that thrf'<' competent persons l>e 
seleetrd to rcci8e all the hnvs on Lhe subjecL of sehools an,l school la1uls." 

The Legislature e1nhodiecl l1is ·•recouunendatio1Js'' into a law, ,vbicb heap
proved ,J uly l-1, 18,SG, ,vbieh provided that "Lh1•re shall hp three Co1nmissioners 
appointed, * * ,vhose duty it shall hp to re, ise and impro,·e the Rcbool 
hl\YS of Iov•.a, and report,'' 1.~c. "Said Cornmissioners shall I)(~ appoin ted hy t he 
Governor.'' For LlJeir ser\'ic·' ·'tbe C'o1n111issioaers v. erP to recei\ e four dollars 
per day for each day's attendance on said Board.'' 

Go,·. Grimes appointed IIon. l l orace :i\Ianu, of Ohio, 1\1110s Dean (Chan
oellor of the State LTniversity of Iowa) of Xe,v 1~ork, and F. E . .Bissell, nn at-
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torney of Dubuque, and lat~r ,.\.ttorney C~eneral of the State Commissioners to 
report a revision and improYernent of the existing sr•hool laws of the State. 
1"llis subject. in connection with the execution ot' a proper geqlogical survev of 
the State. were near to the Governor's hPart, and be dE>sired that they might 
e~peeially sigualize his ad1ninistration, hence he ,vatchecl tlle progress of this 
\York \Yith unusual interest . 

... ~t the succeeding and regular session, which also convened at Iowa City, 
on the ~d of December, the Governor reported in his annual message tha.t, in 
compliance wlth the law, "he bad appointed * * "' (the three per
sons named aboYe) Comruh;sioners to reYise the scbool la,vs of Iowa." 

'fhe same month the commissioners subn1itted their report. oearing this 
title, •· Report of the Commissioners of ReYision of the School La,vs." The 
report covers twelve pages, and is signed Horace Mann, .:\.mos Dean. Commis
sioners. \Ve have an original copy before us. an<.l quite a synopsis thereof. 
The commissioner.; ''deeply regret the inability of the other con1mi-;sioner, ~1r. 
Bisse11, to render his services,'' etc. ''They fo1u1d the previous legislature of 
the State upon this great suhject in the main, judicious in its provisions, but 
frag1nentary in its character, lacking in general aims, and entirely wanting in 
1tnity or C'Ompleteness." ' · The result.s of thei r labnr3 were embn<liert in the act 
or acts [hill] herewith presented .. , 'l'be committee then succinctly present the 
principles, four in nun1ber, upon which they proceedec1·· in the preparation of 
the work. 1. Every youth in Iowa is entitled to receh·e an education in the 
elements of kno,vleclge. 2. Education to be successful 1uust become a distinct 
and separate pursuit and business. 8. That as property, 1naterial wealth, o,ves 
its e~1::.tence to n1ind. it ought in return to furnish acleqnate means by "·hicb 
the intellect and moral po~'er of the State can be brought out and developed. 
-1. That to com pleLe a perfect system of education three elements are ne<'essary 
- the organizing, financial and educational. Then eacl1 of these three are dis-
cussed and au1p!i6ed, concluding \>Vith the distinct anct sperific presentation of 
the truth that tbey cannot regard any system of public instruction as eomplet e 
without son1e liberal provision for institutions of learning higher than the 
primary school. Their ··J3ill'' makes provision for such higher grade schools, 
topping out with the State r ·niversit), as the head of the common school sys
tPnl. 

The co1nmiasioners tbemselves show, but too plainly. that their work " 'as 
only a revision, and not a systen1 cle noro. \Voulcl that it had been the latter. 
They report a continuance of the •'district organization" against their convic:
tions, and only in dE>ference tc, "tile existing state of things.'' "Tbeir own set
<'Onvictions are'· (like those of Governor Lucas in 1838, and every enlightened 
educator since), "that tbe whole district system, as stated in the bill, should be 
pron1ptly discontinued, and that of making the CIVILTO"'.Nt--JIIP a district,sub
stituted in its plaee . '' 

The co1n111issioners then present no less than t,velve good and sufficient 
reasonc; in snpport of their ,ie,Ys. So tenacious vvere the eommissioners that 
they <lrafted t\'\'O bills ,one based upon ibe "district." the other upon the "town
ship·• ::iystem. The entire system reported seeks the attainment of three leading 
objects. 1. To render as universal as possible the system of comn1on school in
struction. ~- To oifer facilities in higher i nstructiou for a more advaBced 
style of eulture: and 3. To animate every youthful mind and encourage to ef
fort l>y boldiug out this higher style of c:ultt,re ~1s a reward for good conduct, 
strirt appli<'ati<,n and scholar-like attai111nents." To these wise. uniform }tnd 
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beneficient ends the bill.:i prepared by them f11llv t.endt• I. J~ut. al.,ql i11 that. as 
in every lPgis lative bo,ly, thPre w,•rc •·1n,u1y 1111~ll of 111.111:r 1n1nds." eal"h 1 lti11k
ing he k,u~,v bf'tter than the c ,mmi,si11a ... r~, "lloso live lta«l been de, ot1·d c1 nd 
const>cra.ted to the cause of puhl1c e<lueation . 

A t the suggestion of G·•I\ ernor Grimes. li on. J. B (.-nnnPII, of Po"'' :;hiPk 
county, ,vas in the SenatE-" made C'hairman of tile <·01u1111tt£ ,. on rrt11,·at1011, and 
to the support of the hill he IP11t h is lJPst efforts. J;nt, ltP" ,., in hi!i Yotin:! (•,q,
acity but one of the fifty to pass upon the lalinrs ot thP cn1nn1iss1011er:,. 11r. 
Grinnell " ·as by education. taste hahitsarHl purs111tr, of life an t>nr11 ... s1 t>dn,·at
or, and \Yhat he ha~ <lonP fnr his c·ou11ty a11<1 ,·it) a11il In\\ a t 111l1.-.~f' Jip \\"rutl<l 
gladly have done for the StatP of Iowa, gi\·en it a11 Ptl11catio11al syst<·111 \\i>rthy 
the great RtatP. oftf'n callt>cl the" ~lassach·1sPtt, of tlrt> \\ ,,.,t," li11t 011lr i11 ref
erenee to its great ednC'ational systPm and \,·ork. 

·· P al"lurii111l monies, nosc:rtu, ,·itli,·111,,s u111.~ 1'he Ju,, a 1 A.'t!blaturP nf l&">t.i, 
v.•itb the gra11<lest opportnnity. evPr t>11.ioyPcl hy a le:,!11;htthe body i11 the :--I;1te, 
of doing the greatest amount of g-no,l to the grP:1tPst 1111111her a11rl at tlH· least 
cost , t11r11ecl a deaf ear to tlte <"harn1er and :,idjour111•d -h;n i11:! p,l'bl'il an act of 
a re"· page~, ,vith impf'rfeC't1011l; Ul)Oll its l1Pad. s1ylfl1! t:1 1111s11111111•r) •·.\ n ac·t for 
the ht>tter prott>r1ion of public ~cltools i11 citie:-, town:-.."' ('le., ltnt o,·erlookiug 
v.•holly t he "rural districts:· 

G0Yer11or G,rimes in his mf'ssage Df'ee1nh1•r l:!. 18:lS. ~ay~: "I again <'all 
you r attention to the reYision of thf' school la,Y:, of this :-;tatP, a::- pr"'pan•<l au<l 
submitted to the late C·f'11eral , \.gseml>ly by ~lf'ssrs. 1' l a11t1 a11d l>"'au. I t eau 
safelv be sairl t hat L11e general provisious 11f that rPpo1 t, 1neet the approval of 
the friends of education in the :::it;ite Iullei,d 1 hP n•p11rt "as aeC't>ptal,lt> to a 
large m,1jorit) ot the rut-mbt>rso1 1he last Genc,ral .\ssP111lil~, hnt failPcl t11 hp 
enacted into a Ja,v. f,1r rf'asons not c·onnec tt'd "'itl, tltt· rt•po:·t itsel r... Fnr the 
sake of co11linu,ty of narrath·e w·e ba,·c• anticipated, H11d n111st return to the 

THTRD ( OXSTITUTI<iXAL ('fJX\ EN'l'l<JX 

v.·l1ich con\'eued at {o\\'a Cit,· .January HI, an,l ad,ioun1P1l ~l arch -3 18,7. The 
constiL11tion adopted by the COllVt'ntion w ,~ ratifie1l liy the people .A.ugui;t 3, 
18-'57, ,vhich is sti II the • ·organic- 1 1 w· of Lo\\ a . 

.i:\ rticleH, Education a11d School Lands, of this last is 111ore full i11 its pro
visi<'11s thctn tliat of tlle former c •11 ~l1t11tion ft c•1uuracP.~ a · o\.el feature. 
nick-narnetl at the time. of "a ,, hf'el w1tbi11 a ,, ht>e l. ·· or lll1· ·· Ll-'gislature 1111m
bt'r t,Yo." I t declares th,, t ··The ednc·ationi¼l i11t.,rPsts of thl· "'late, including 
co,omon schools aucl other ech1c,ttioual institutio11s shall he under the u1an
agement oi a· Board of E luC'ation · ·, 1'he L ie11teua11t ( ;o,·f•r1u,r ,vas a m ... m
ber and the presicling offi<'er of the board, \.Vhile tll1· C:ro,·cn1or was c.c r~t]i,·io also 
a rnernber. 

'J'his auo1nalou..., body mrgbt. intlPed \\·oul<l no doubt li,t\e \\'orkecl ,vc-11, as 
posses-.111g less f r iction and 111ore c-oncentrated ,visdom, but fo r tbe fatal provi
sion of the c·onstitut.ion, providing that ··all ac·ts. rules .. uHl rt"gula.tio11s of said 
board n1ay be al teretl. an1e11tlt:'<l, or rep,jaled uy the < ;eneral A\.ssern lily, and 
\\hen so altered. arne11<lt!tl ,,r repealC>cl th<") shall not he re-ena<'te,l b) the board 
of education.·· 

l ' nde1 the circumstances rPs11ltiug frorn subst>quPnt ac·ts of the ( ... eneral 
Assf'1nbl). probably the wisest of the pro, 1-;iou:-; of t11al 111str111nrnt was t lie one
" ·b1eh pruvidc>d that '· ..1.t anr time atter 18HH t,he (i-e11eral .1\ sse>n1bly :-;11all have 
po,ver to abolish or reorgauizc sa11l lloanl of Edneation:' e te. · 
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I t \Vas "abolished" by an act (chapter 52), pa.sse, I and approved Mr1.rch 19' 
ISH4, e1,titled un<ler the head of '·Superintendent .. f P ublic Instructiou." "An 
act to al, ,1isl1 Lhe · Board of Ecl11ration · of the St,tte of Iowa, and to provide fin· 
the l-'lt-<:tiou of a onµeri11tendeut of Public Instruction," etc. 

This aet proYided for the abolishment of the office of "Secretary of the 
Board of Education," up,111 whom had devoh·ed during its continuaru·e th ... d u 
ties of ::iuper1ute11dent, and for the l-'iection ot' a superintende nt aud defi11 illg his 
dnt1t>s. It also provided for the orgauization and s 11pport ot' County Ter1cht-rs 
I 11sl i lutes under tbe s upt--rvisi6n of the ::,tate Su 1,1erin Leu dent, the office or Uoun
t) ~uperinteudent ha.\'111g been created by the act of 1858 . 

• 
E • .:\HLY EDUCATIONAL CENTERS. 

In tlle territorial decade 1838--46, wbeu there ,vas no govennnent aid in 
support of com mon schools; 110 ··educatioual fu1id ' t • m ai n tain tht>m; and 
\vllen tho:,.e called public were supported in the wain by a pl'o rata tax asse::;s..-d 
upon thE> patro11s, there were but a few educatiu11a.l ce11tres. ll11t fro111 u,o:-.e 
fe" tl,ere ,vent out a light tha1, ere long ligllted up the ~ hole a rea of tile new 
State. 

1'he first and oldest of th.,se centr es was iu L ee county, and in the 11eigll 
bnrhoo<l of the old lnuian vi llage, where i11 1830 , he youug pedagogue .Je1111 ings 
was ''lord of all Ile surveyed." .\.t \Ve::;t Pot11t a.11 l Denmr.1,rk, the latte r a cla:;-;
ic nau1t-- iu our educational history, aca, lemies wer\j or,<a11izeJ prior eveu to the 
orga.11iz,ttion or tile territory 111" Iu,va.. After a few )ears ,1f fitful strug~le t1,e 
fo1ruer \Vent ,.owu to rise no wore. uut the latter still exists iu all its atoreruue 
an<.J \\011tecl glory, for tt1a11y year::; pre:..ided ovt'r uy 011e of tlle most adva11ced 
a11d enlightened 1>f liis profession. Prof. EJsu11, now of lowa CoUegt>, Gri11uell. 
This inst1lutio11 did good service, and paved the ""a) for tt,e estal>l1 ::;t11ue i1t of 
dt'non1i11ati1111,d collev;es, now a :.. uuruerous as tlle groves ti.lat ouce d otted our 
pra i I it-s. Ile lu1d able coadJ 11tors, au4J It 11ur ml-'mory :-ierves us correctly 1-'>r.,f. 
13ari lett of the State .Normal Scltoul , a11d vre:--h.lt"Ut of tl1e associath111 in 1886, 
,vas 11ue ot tlle 1uost etficie11t. This enterpn:st:1 .,.,as, liowe" er, '"strict ly private" 
in it:-; eLaral'tt-r . 

. \ta lait-r day. 18-56. tile 1'i)Jlon ••tTuion School:3,'' founded aud prt'sided 
over u) Prof. C. U. Nestlerode, uecame tb_e ce11 1t"r of influence iu ed11caLio11al 
\\ork. l'r11L ... '1/t>stlerode ·w;is r1 Lior11 educator ,uid lt-ader. 11e, \,Vuite visit1ll!.:{ 
at G,dt-Ha. saw tlte seco11cl ru1-eti11g of the a,:sociatiun atl vertised fur D e,·t-tulit-'r 
27, l ").)•!. at l O\\'a Ctty, Wilen Ile ,val keel all tile ,v ,ly tu ,ttlf}ud it, and l>t-'eame so 
pleased nud 11,tt-rested in it antl th~ surrountli1i~s, tt,at lte located at 1'ipt11n, 
and ut 0111 e set to work to "' ruake bis mark." 'l'l ie impress of his h11Jor s :--Lliue 
forth ,,pon t'Vt'ry p;1ge of tlie assoc1atio11's proceed111gd at and for ::,everal 
)ear, fol111,,i11g the th.rd :-.e::isi1111 at lo..-1a. C'1ty i11 18-56. 1Ie securtd the State 
lt'gi,Jatio11 rela.1ive to his favorlle topic;· h ul,lJy'' i11dt'ed, but made rh e ,,ct cou
fo101 l 11

, a:s it gre,.., out of hi:s \At'ork of '·u11io11 sclio •Is.'' 111 1858 lle prl-'sided over 
the as:,u1·ia1io11. ~ot fi1 d111g lii ru:self supported a:s he ft'lt he tleserveu. Il e de
pc1rtt>1l a11d 1et11rueu tu 01110. Ilis ·'mistakt,'' a11u who l1 as uot made oue. was 
that ht st'lt--1·1t-d a small raiht>r tllau a lar14e tield 11f Jal,11r. Ila.d he go11e to Dav
e11poi t ltt n1igl11, lut,e <.loi1e for 1t \\'llat K issell did the succ, t>ding year. l'n,f. 
Ne:-.tltr11de ln11l ;1 fe,v most able lieutena11ts. 13. L e B 11y 11 to11, Wm. 11cClain, l>r. 
1IJay11ard, and otbtrs ,,·h11se t'tlicie11t lal>or~ at t tJaL early day deserve "honora
ble u1e11ti1111 ·, i11 these records. 

The fir:;t and olJest public work was, however. done at Muscatine, ,, hose 

" 
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citizrns hy 1n1Llic tax had iu lb,JO l'rer'lt>d loo lal',..P .u1d li11e h1 i1·k :school h 1)1tSC':;, 
arra11ged s peciall) for the introdu1·tio1J of g1H,h0 d s,·!H•ol \\ork. \\hirlJ \\aS intro
duced there a:; E"arly as lb,,l, and c,·er nfter r•oJ1Li11111•11. • ,eo1g.., fl. Denni,011. a 
natiYe of Onc1cla c·onnty. }; ew· York, educall'rl nt l11l \\ l11l1•..,tow11 St'tniuary, 
antl witb some )ear:s e.xperieuct• as a teaeher. 1·an11 to Mu ealiue, aud co1n
mt-nced his teacher's wurl~ in thP Fir:-t l> btr11•t ~la) 1~. lb;>!. LatPr Prof. I). 
F. \Vell.s. fro10 the sa1ne :-;tale. grad11t1ted fron1 thP Nor rnal ~,·h,>ul at ..1.\ll,a11y. 
and taught a te1n1 al the old hi:-.toric l'arrylo\\·11. ah,n, unt, and 11pou th~ iu\'i
tation of 'l'. ::;. Parvin. pre<;itlent of the hoard of 1)11 el'to1 , ancl took char!!e in 
1b53 of tbc sc-llools in Di..,lrict 1'0. ~. l<'ol111,Yi11g then, \\ere ~1. it. IJ1g,tll:;, J>r. 
liootlman anti otbers, as II011 . .J _\. l'arYin. I inn prPf'lidt nt ot the .'late 'l'eaeh
ers' . \ :ssociation. ~lay lNn•L '!'. S l'ar ·i11. 111eplic·,r. not brothe1, a:-- oft1•11 "'1it
le11 ), both long co11uectc1l with th<~ :sc·bool "'ork thL•rP a:-. cl1rectors. et1·., "'Pre 
very etlic1en t co-,vorkers at tbaL du) ( alld later l11,1 • 1,1 r. Denn is1111 \\"as the 
prime u10Yer to di:spen~e "itb the ·' l{ate JHll" pla11 up1111 "'hi,-.li the sr-ho11ls hatl 
been largely run, and to t>Ubstitute therefor a ht\V Lu "p1,1,·1de ror the lt>,·yiug of 
a tax so as to make the school::. tree in fact as \\ .. 11 a" 11:1111e. 

Dubu11ue, v, ith Thomas II. Denton, ('hnncllt•r t'liil,ls :111d others, early em
barked iu U1e ,vork. au1l the latter be<.:a1ne the lirtit pri11cipal of the Urst higll 
school established under the la,v. 

Drn:enport, ,vith ! 'rot. Kissell, in 185,, cstablisl.JC•<I tht• first •·Training 
School,'' in which he \Yas materially aided b) ~lrs. 1lago11e!!al, ·wlio, "'1th him
self, bad graduated from the training l:!Chool, the pioneer of 1 his cl.tss, at Oswe
go . .New York. .Following the1n ca1ne a host of ablt• \\ orl(et :-, \\'ho 1-1oon plac·ed 
the con1mo11 schools of Davenport, in the fore front of our schools. 

Osknlooso . . Jit. l 'leosu11t and others follo,veu, an,l at the latter in 1850 the 
tirst county teachers association \Vas organized. 

Iowa Cit11. \\hile not leading or even keeping pat·e with ber neighboring 
tow us 1n the common sehool \\'Ork, (iu w~cll she to11k liut httle interest till in 
1861, w1Je11 1>rofs. Wells aud .Parvin '"ere electeu into the board, and gave the 
scbuolis a n e\V lite ), yet was in advance of all other to,,·ns then and 110\Y in her 
effor ts in behalf of a .. higller etl ucation." In this she ,vas n1aterially aided by 
the State aud deuon1i11at1uual iutrrcstR, pride and a lau,lable ambition to serve 
the public. All tbe~e eftort:; "ere iuanguratecl. ··uegu11 anti continued'' h) live 
meu, ll\e teacher::., ,vbose eJturts, character:s antl public· iu1p1tlses wrought upon 
the puulic Ulln<L a\\ akenetl an influence Hilloll!{ the pc,opl<'. h:<l to au iwprove
rueuL. so 1nuch needrd, in our sci.loot S)SterJ1, a11d "'a-. tiually c·rownecl ,., ith the 
sucees-; uo" so aplJareut to our people aud tho:;e abroad. 

Prior to the prese11tatio11 of the co111n1issione1:;' report 011 re, 1sion, ancl any 
legi:slati\t• acuou tllere1111, :se,eral ne,Y ,Hill t'SSt ntin! ft!ature:s of tllr •·Io,va 
sc·hou1 s):-Lt-111'' hall be<.:01ne. in practice, through thl' i11stru111entality of the 
ll',H 11t•rs autl :sclH>ul oflicers of the cilic':s, Cl1uutiP:s and ~tale, e11grafled upon it. 
:::>01ue of tlu~rn deser, es :s)lt'C'tal rnPntion here. 

\Vt· ha\ t' already treate1l of· feacllers lnstit11tPs: lo<'al, L'tHtnty an<.l !'-itate. 
()f · l'eal'hers· .\ :,,::,o<'iatious.'· county a11d :--tale. <Jf lhP tP1 ntoiial and "ital<' 
.. "'i11pen11le11de11c~ of Public 111::;1,1 uct1011. Ol ·). onual "'ehools" estal>llshe1l 
b~ lite ::;lalr. .\II of thet>e had Lecome a part, and pan·cl ol our -.c!Jool ,,·orl,, 
a11d \\ithuut \\hlC'h no :s):slt·rn of Sl:l1ools \\'uuld be \\1)rthy UH· uan1e. 

• 

But 11l lit•r autl t--t1ual1y i,1111urtaut features hatl bef'11 i u trod uced an<.l prac
li<"P ll ttnnng the ~t'ar:s lh.;u-·o,, uf " 'hicll we have not, :spoke11. liut :shall uo,v, in 
brief . 
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<;RA J)ED SCHOOLS-CO::'.Il\IODIOUS SCHOOL llOUSES. 
'l'o the su<·rPssful inauguration of the former tlH' latter became a con(lition 

prPc·t-tleut. l)uliuque hact been tbf' first tO\,Yll to erect a school house by public 
lax. i.,nt it \\'HS a sn1all one, and not much in adYance of the log school house of 
prinii ti\ e times. 

Stat(• :-,upl·rintendent Benton says in his report of December, 18.30: ''The 
town of }.luscatine took the lead in this matter. lt is divided (unfor
tunatelJ I think l into t,Yo districts, in one of ,vbieh (.No. 2J a neat 
editi<'e has bern recentlv ronipleted. 40x4:5 feet, two stories high, at a cost of 
aho11t ~~ .. =;oo. In the other district (No. 1.) (in "Thich tbe writer ,,,as president 
of the l>oc1rd of dire(·tors) a lJuiJding -16x60 feet, tVl'O storirs high, each story 1,5 
feet-estimated ('Ost $:3,ooo, ,vas romu1enced and to he completed in the spring. 
Botll houses are constructed of brick, with a vestibule in front, and separate 
apartn1ents to tile seats and desks, constructed on tbe most approved plan. 
Tbus a to\Yll occupying t.be tbira rank in point of population has contributed 
$0,-i00. l \Ve have the data sho\ving that the aggregate of the two exceeded 
ooublc this sun1.] Such enterprise must be appreciated, and cannot fail to pro-
durr the huppicst of l'e:111lts." • • 

It did.and in1mediatel), produce happy results for otber to,vns and cities,as 
Dubuque, DaYenport, 1ft. lvladison, Burliugton, etc., soon followed. But the 
happy result, at home, was the execution of the plan had in view uy the pro
jettors of those enterprises-the estahlisluneut of '·graded schools'' in both dis
tri<'ts. If the division of the town into two districts was, as the superiutendent 
said, '·unfortunate" in the perfection of the gl'(IClcd work, it was fortunate in 
that it sacured t,-Yo, rather than one, good buildings, and a,vakened a proper 
competition hetv.·een the 1.,,-.,,0 to do goo<l work. George B. Dennison took 
charge 1n 18.51 of district No. 2, an<l later D. F. \Yells of No. 1, each having a 
suital>Je corps of trained teachers, from the best schools in tile State of .Ne,v 
York. 

Tbis ~radecl "'ork ~·as ere long introduced at Tipton, Dubuque, Davenport 
and other places,ancl has ever since been ti.le corner-stone of onr school system. 

HIGH SCI-IOOLS. 
In this Dubuque led tbe Vi'ay, and in lS.'56 organized thejil'st "Iligh Scbool,'' 

Prof. Samuel M. Chase being the first ·'principal." The next year l'rof. A. S. 
Kissell, later presideut of the association in l8Bl and Sta'te superintendent in 
18B8, estaulished the high school of Dave1J port, and also a "Training J:::ichool for 
v ocher~." ·with ol rs.1lagonega1 (now of Des i i oines) as his assisLaut, both from 
the training school of O:nYego, Ne\v York. This latter proved of inestnuable 
value t,o the <.:ity antl also other districts. 

1'1.10 same year, if not indeed late in l8-1<i, l.>rof C C. Nestlerode estab
lished the ji,-st '· rT11io,t ::::,chool" at Tipton, and later secured public legislation 
favoraule to such iusLitntions, and l>as('d upon the plan of h1~ organization. 

St PEHJ~'l EXDE.XT Ct'!''\ :-;cuooL:--.-Dul>uque in thh; also took ti.le lead, 
ha,ing in . ..:\.pril, Hf>li, introduced it, and elected Prof. Chandler ( 'litlch, jil':st 
''superintendent .. , 'l'his otliee at once uec-ame engratted upon the city~) stem, 
folknred h) D<n en port in 18-37, ,vith I>rof. l{issell oue of the most actn e "urk
ers the ~late ever ha<.l. 

SCIIOOL I~EGISLATIO:N VNDER THI: CO:NSTITUTION' OF 1857. 
lS.5~, Ja11uary 4th, the l;eneral Assernblr held its fir::,t session unuer tile 

new lPresent) const1tutio11. 
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Gov. Grimes 1n his (the last) mf'ssage aqain c:tlle,1 the attAntion of the 
Geueral Assembly to the" Revision of th<' school lln, s pr«"1n1red :nHt suhmit ted 
at the last session by Mebsrs . .!\,Jann and DPan. a111l upon \Vliich 1111 lt>g1slati11n 
had tlle11 been had. Among the first .A.<·ts passe I wa.::; Chap. -5~. entitled: 

"An Act for the Public Instruction of the !--tate. of I,nvr1,·· app1·ored ~larch 
12. 1858. 

This law, en1bracing manv ot the provisions h1rorpnr,1tL•cl into the bill pre
pared by the Commisstoners, retaining the "clistl'i~l S) ste10." llecarot- the hasis 
of tilt' s.vstt>m of ednootion sinre in forcr in the ~tatt•, and being fan1ili.1r to 
an teachers and school officers, no extrncletl analy-;is of it nee,t he given 
here. Its principal feature:-i. son1e of tliPtn 11lt'' a11d in1pnrta11t in tlleir future 
bearing upon the school \\'Ork, may "·ith propri<-'t~. lio\\'P\'t-1, he prt-se11tt'cl. 

'I'bis law retains the Superiuten<lent of Pntilie I11stnwtin11. and a11thnrizPd 
bim to "recommend to the County Snpe1 i11Lend,·1it a 111iifonn sy:-1tf:'rn of tf:'xt 
books;·' to recommend also such books as he shall thi11k a«lv1sahle for the dis
trict school libaries;" ''gave him suµ ... ryision oyer th<> Cnunty SuperintPnclent." 
and dire<'tPct, that he ~•con,·ene thf'm once a yPar i11 enrn ention to <>om r,are 
vit>ws. discuss principles, etc .. rel a ti\ e t0 common sr-honls.'' th<> Sta LP d,,fray
i11g tl1e charges thereof, etc.; to direct and ''arnt11ge for t111> hnlding of 1'eachers' 
Institutes.'' 

The law provided for new feotu1·rs, the Plt-<>l io11 of "Countv Superinten
dents.'' tbeir mef-'ting in COllYPntion aforf'said: fnr •·f',111nty 1,eachers' Iusti
tut t-s," making them by Jaw part of the '-ystem: :isst>n1liling- annually of the 
Presidents of the several clistricts as a " Boanl of l'rpsi<l011ts,'' and authPrizi11g 
tbPm to establish County or 1',nvoship Iiigh Schools <"rrc·ti1111 nf buildings, 
levying taxes for the purpose, etr. It rC'c11g-11izP«l tliP. ~tatP. l ' 11h·ersity and es
tal>li-,hed as one of itsdepartn1ents a· ~ormaJ l)t~11artrnP11l,''forthe eduration 
of tt'acht>rs. and provided free scholarships for such. 

lts provisions for taxation, disb11rsPn1ent of !'whoo1J f1111ds. and indPed all 
the ma1·hi11ery of the 1rover11ment <•f seho,,ls wa:- liar1n1111izf•<I and in11>1·0,ed. 
And it is to be regrf'Lted that tbe bill as pri,sented by the Con1n1i~sio11Pr:- could 
not as a whnle have becomt' a la\,. hnl hy ern;1sc11Iati11n of the 1na11y (1.SO) 
minds mnch of its order, s, rnmetry and ,·alt1e "~as i111pni1 ed And ~ et more so 
by the· conflict of law'' under the ne,v and an11n1alous s, ,;ti ru of t\-\ o scboo] 
Le~islatures. 

~larch ~3d the General Assemhlv provided "for thePlf'<'tion of the mt-mlJPrs 
of the·· Board of EcJucat ion." and fixing tht' tiuit-- of n1eeti11g-," e1eet io11 to be 
held sec.:uncl 1'nesday ( 12th day) in Octobt-1-. a11d thf:' iir:--t 111eeti11g to bt- held 
first 11,>nday (6th day, ill D l-'cem her, 185'-i. and e, ery st'cond .\ ear thPreaf ter. 

:\II:.-:LE.A DJ)((.; :--1'.A TE)t~N·r~. 

The following statelllPlllS h;,\•e Ut'Pll n•pi,atetlly publi:--hecl in hriet and with 
elabor,1,tt-' amplitications in son1e of tht:: leading- papt>rs of the State \,\"ithi11 a re
eent period and largPly c •I>ied: 

1. 1'hat .. Hor.-1ce ~lan11 "'·as the founder of tlie lo,va school s~sti,111.'' "'1 he 
father of free schools in lov.a. " Tht' \vish ,va:- in all c,H·es '•father to the tLoug11t. ., 

2. That he was selected l>y a committee of tht- lel{islature to J.irPpare a law 
embodying hus id.eas of a public srhooJ :-yt:.tem "lticli he d1cl, 1,r .. v1d1ng for the 
"t0\.\11:;b1p" as the unit jn school ad1uinistra11011. "'Teachers l 11stit11tes," 

I 
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"(;ounl!/ Sup,,ri11tc11clenf,'{,'' (we have italicised this as the only new feature he 
introdured) and ''Xor1nal srbools for teachers. 

\\'lIO IS THF. FOPNDER OF THE IO"'' A SCHOOL SYSTEIVI? 

The time has come when in the progress of tbis " 'Ork we may safely ask
\Vho is the fath"r of the "Iowa School system?" Certain it is that it was 

1,ot IIorace Maun, nor bis colleague, ~\.mos Dean, nor yet the tv.·o who in De
cember, 18.57, reported a l>ill upon the recommendation and nomination of 
( ~overnor Grimes for a "l'<Jl'ision of the school laws of Iowa." It was only a 
"re,ision," and but little more. Nor is the school system of Iowa a creation, 
for, like Topsy, it bad no father, no creator. The school system of Iowa of 1888, 
of 18.58, is a gi·o\vth, a development, the work of time resulting from the 1 abors 
of many educato1s of prominence and ability in their day. Thomas Jefferson, 
the O1iginal author of the draft of the ordinance of 1787, laid the corner stone 
of the educational temple later erected ,vith grand proportions in Iowa, a part 
of his purchase from Louisiana in 180!J. Stones fit for the builders' use were 
brought from numerous quarries by such master builders as Governor Lucas, 
who in 1888 so strongly recommended the " township' ' as the only correct bai:ns 
of a good school system ; Governor Grimes, who at the special session in July, 
18-57, so forcibly urged a thorough revision of the school laws; Dr. Bailey, the 
intelligent chairman of the council committee on education, who so earnestly 
advocated the continuance of the system of State superintendency. Senator 
Grinnell, chairman of the like committee in the Senate, who in 18-56, 18-57 and • 
lS.Ss, labored so zealously to perfect the system, and secure the adoption of all 
new features (as the '·County Superintendency") upon the existing laws. Su 
perinteudents llentou , 1848, and Fisher, 18.58, the ablest and most far-seeing of 
the school or State officers of their day, labored in season and out of season in 
presenting and urging the ~•isest of measures. and sought most diligently to se-
cure their adoption. Prof. Dennison, of the Muscatine Public Schools in lS.54, 
and Nestlerode, of the Tipton V'nion Schools, lS.56, who were the authors and 
promoters of the la\vs providing .fi1·st ''for the 111aking of the public schools 
vt·bolly dependent upon the State, and so relieving the patrons from the pro rata 
tax levied before by the directors-and the in<'orporatioa of a provision of law 
establishing union or grade(l :,chools." 

Nor should v:e in this enumeration, (to which other illustriou:, nan1es as co
workers might with propriety be added). omit the I<nva State Teachers' ...l.sso
ciation, \\hose men1bers, collectively and seYerally, ,vrought upon this ,vork 
tllrougb the earlier) ears of its history. .c\.s early as its third eession at Iowa 
( 'ity. June, J8-5<i, tbe association. upon 111otion of Prof. \Vells, later (18-5i) its 
1>resitlent, an<l also Ruperintend<'nt ( 18fi7', a comn1ittee of three was appointed 
llD thP sc-hool law of the> State. ...\..tits next. fourth session, in ~\.ugust, 1857, on 
motion of 1>rof. (;bil<ls of Dubuque. first principal of the first high school in 
Jn\Ya, ,Jul) lh-><i), lhe association earnestly recomn1encled the esialJlisbing of 
union or gradell srl1ools by la"'· A.t tbis san1e session I>rof. Kissell of DaYen
port, (Presidl'ut. in lHHl, and Superintendent in 18fiH), moved a resolution de
claring that ''the true interests of our Statf> 1lP1nancl that evrry rhild in the 
~tate. <luring minority, be compellru to attend sehool for a specified tilne ... 
_\.nd a co111111ittee of the assol'iation reported an e.u·nest recomn1en<lation to the 
C~eneral _\sse1nbly for a thorough reYision of our school laws,,. This ,Yas hnt a 
sPcn111l tot lie rl•c·om1ue11<lation of c;-o,. Grimes in his message to the special Si b 
::-ion of the pre, ions month .July . 
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T n pursunncr of ( ;.ov. < ~rilncs · n•1•111n 1nrr1da Lion the (;pnr , a I .. \. M'II1 blr 
pass(•<l an act-authorizing thf.> f,o,,,rnor le) :ipp11111t l!irf't1 c111n1n1 ''-liont>r ~ to rt\
vise the e:\isting school law of tlH' ~ta•e. '!'lie c1 u11111ii"lsio11,~rs ,l id thb. ac·1·01n
panil'd with a l'E-'porl. a fnll analysis ot' \\'liich "t• ha, e gh 1•11 <•li-;P\\ l11-'11, i11 this 
hi,tory. 

'rhe acts of the <~ene1 al .\.,sernl,ly :,;hi>" the rnn1pens:itio11 paid thlj t,,·o 
cou1ntissioners. Mann aod Dean. each re1·eivin~ tlJt• t-u111e a1nn11nt. ,~ there one 
,,i1•kf'<.l or ignora11tpno11gh to helle,e that Chauc·Pllor l)p,111 of the State ,~11i
ver:-it) \\onld have sllarecl in the eon'.lpensation , ;111d Pqu..iJI\. if Jip lla,1 uot n•11-

dered equ,tl ser,~i<•P'! 1_-et no where. at no tirut•, 1111\ e ,tl t) of tl,.,~e '' Jll:'.1111) a 
liners." "0 11111th as rnentionecl his ua111e in ro1111el'tion \\1tl1 thi., \\Olk. 

\\'e here subn1it l\YO itC'111s of proof, ii :1 111•~ati\ e c·a11 he pro, i>d , that llor
ace 1lann is 11ot the ·'founder," or " father,' ' of n11r sf'hool svstt>tn . ·r1t,; ,vrit1•r 
,vas a State ollicer. a member of tlu• exP1·11t ive J,!o,·r1 nnu•11t ,11 Jo,va "ith (;ov. 
(iri1nes, "'as consulted, an<l <'Onferreil "ith hi111 at various t irn,,s l,efur~ au<i 
after the Hppointment of tbuse gentlc>1ue11, a11d \\'ith otl,ers lali11111d \\ith ltim to 
secure an ,·i,-.1011 a ne\\ S)sten1 w,~s neve1· cont,~111plated of illll' s,·hool la\\'S. 

lion .. J .B. (;rinnell, the personal fri1•11d of 11 1>11. TI,H·a,·e :\J:i1111 , :1,111 chair
man of puhlie schools of the SenatP c111111nitlt·e, a11il :d::;o lat1•r a r,,11 .. ,,. 111emher 
of Congre"s ,vith ~lr. )Iann. says, in l1is 1·on·espo11tlP11 ce at till• tiriH•, ~Jr. ~la1111 
wrote. that the ec11nmissio11ers n111st take \Yli<it t he) l'ouhl. id1'as w~re not 
reached in a day, ti1ne would clothe th<• ldl'a att1 r cliseus-.ion. Ilt•11ct> it, \\'as 
not his '·illeas:· as these" 1 iters a, er, I.hat, he \\as to i-111b11dy into a "law. ·· hut 
to harn1onize and perfret as far as possible exist 111~ la\\S. 

"1leeting hin1 in Congress later ,·· says ~Ir. (; l'i1111PII, "l11• \\ ,is til<>ast><l \Yith 
the compli1nent \\ bicb discussions 011 the repOl't aud hill) and lt•t ters brought 
to his eye. l>nt gC'nerously yflt'c ,·,·('(/ii ff) ..ll,·. /1 <01 as the 1n .,:;ter ,1f details a11d 
\Yorthy of <·reclit tor his part." 

\Ye knew 11r. Dea11 , and 1nct hi111 1l11ri11g the p1't1!!l'PSs or that \\·ork. a11d 
·'kno,v ,vilereof \\ e Hffinn." that hr is entitled to 1•q11 d, 1111d h11 lh great c redit 
for theil' ,nirk. i11 the .. l{evision:· 

BOAR O <>F EIIUC \'fl<>".'\. 

The hoard assen1ble1l at, J)es 11nines. l)c1·e111\Jpr Ii, l S°}"-. a s 1n·o,· itlt>d uy lcl\v. 
I ,ieutPnant <.;overnor ()ran Faville presi11ed by , irt1tP of tht> ,·nnstilution. In 
bis opening address he ,veil 1emarkecl that ttu•y had 1n!'t tu c11nsi<ler au,l ol'i 
upon the educatioual i11tE-'u•sts of thP "talt> : th,1t. it ,,•a:, closely allied to the 
prosperitv o1 tbt> cun1111on" ealth. .l<"'re11neut ~h,111gPs had re111lered thP. sehool 
laws co111plic·ated. au<l destro)e<l u111l'11 of the iut,en•st or l11t• prople in thc•ir acl-
1ninist1ation. The an1big11ities and defe1 ts of thest> la,vs \\'<H1l<l Uf> pointed out 
b, tbf' '°'llpt>1intende11t of Public Instruction. anti the l,oard 1·alled upon to re111-
edy s11eh <lefects, ete. 

1'he hoard consiste,1 of ten u1e1nhers. 111111 . <'harles ~Jason, l'hief .Jnstic·e 
during the whole territorial perio,1 of our history. rf'pre-.cntP1l the· J<'irst 1Hstri<·t. 
.\ gentlP1ua11 of ecluc·alion, Jiheral ,ie\\ s ancl grPat experien<·<•, his presPUCf' "·as 
a po,Yer for good 1n tht- hoard. <'ol. "· F . ( 'uo1><'r. of <.;.tin11ell, ,vas a 111ost us"
ful and etlicient 1nen1ber. ba\'ing had ediu atio11al E-''-pe1ie1H·e, au<l had others 
of ,vho111 (were ,ve not lituiled v.·e Htight protitabl) speak, as " 'C personally 
kneY. them all. ancl often attendect their ,lelibPrations . 

.. ,Yhat, is " 'ortb doing is \\'cntb doing ,veil ,:' a111l as this i~ the fin,t atte1upt 
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to pres('nt. h<nYever briefly. the early educational history of our State,\ve "'ould 
that time aod space had been allowed to prepare it properly-but we hasten to 
"cut off.·· The ··couflict of law'' between the Board aud t he General Assen1bly 
to ,ybich reference bas been made, deYeloped at an early day and cnln1i11ated in 
the folloiving action: 1~hat in t he opinion of tbe Board the educational inter
••sts of the State are under the control and management of the Board; that the 
llo;inl pnsse.:;sed exclusiYe original power to legislate upon the subject of eom
mo11 schools. 

The lloard beld three sessions; second , D ecember 5, 1859; third, Decen1ber 
:i, 181il. ·when at tbe next session of t be General Assembly it was •·abolished. " 

The history of the acts of this Board would make a long and interesting 
chapter of our educa,tional " 'ork in Iowa at a formative period, and their acts 
€X('rted a ,vide influen<"e upon the eause. It bad enacted a Ja\Y as proYided, 
creating tlle office of •·~eeretary of the Board ot' Education,'' and devolved upon 
that officer the du ties, before and at a la ter day, devolving upon the Superin
tendent of Public Instruction. 

The reports of the last Superintenden ts, ~1. L. F isher, to the J3oard, and 
that of tbe first Secretary, Tbos. H . Benton. Jr., the one rendered December 
~i. lb5~. the other December 5, 1839, fron1 their intrinsic interest and con
nertion \Vitb the leglslati<,n of the Genera,! Assembly and the Board, and 
co11necting the two eras of Territorial and State educational interests, deserve 
spe<;ial mention, and ,vhen this bistory is written, 1nust receive the attention 
they deserve. But for the reason named heretofore we pass it over, ,Yith a word 
of personal opinion oased upon genera l kno,vledge that Iowa has never bad t,vo 
€<lucational officers possessjng more advanced, liberal and correct Yiews of the 
~<lncational " 'ants and needs of the people, and of tue best and most efficient 
1neans t o meet those wants, tban Superintendents Fisher and Benton, ,vhose 
servires deserve "honorable mention'· \Ybenever s peaking of the "School systen1 
of lo\.Ya. ,. 

COX\'EX'fIOX OF COCNTY SlTPERI.i\'TENDENTS. 

J>urs11ant to a call (as provided by the law of theircreation),Ruperin tendent 
}'isher ca!le(l the newly elected county s1,perintendents to meet at l o\Va City, 
:--ept~1nber 22 and ~3. 18-58. .,\Jl we believe atteuded, and no conYenLiou since 
has had a greater nuu1her of effieient and ahle educators upon !ts roll of n1em
l,ers. Superintendent Fisher presided, and among bis associates we recognize 
.Joseph Dysa1i of 13enton couuty, s ince J,ieutenant Governor, and a citizen of 
large acth ity anll usefulness. I>r. J. ~laynard of Cedar co1.1nty, one of ti.le 
foremost of our educators at that period , actiYely cooneete<l \Vith our Ullion 
srhools, teachers· institutes and associations; ,vm. Y. J_,ovell of Dubuque, an 
able n1an and useful at hon1e and abroad; ~- "'\V, Cole of }"'ayette, al\,·ays an 
acti,e "'Ork.er in Sunday and ,yeek-(lay schools and later regent of the l TniYer
~ity; ,Ja<'kson Orr of Green, late a prominent n1en1ber of Congress, and now of 
Colorado; Samuel L. H o,Ye of Henry, the first among his equals as an edncator 
in the comn1on schools and iu higher education. lie it ,Yas organized, ,vay 
back in 1~50, the first county teachers association. II."'\,. I,athrop of .Johnson, 
a teacher in Aarly times, of youth, in later:,Years of men in the culture of flowers 
a nd fruits, and those things which minister to onr pleasure and comfort and 
the material ,vealtb of the State. l3arrett Whiten1ore of Jones, the same \vho 
taught the second if not the first school in Dubuqne in the early part of J anu
uary, 1834, and whose interest in the work had knowll no auatemeot during 
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these t\venty-four yean;. J". M. Loughridge of .i\t a11LHJkPta . later ,Jurlge of the 
District Court and men1ber of Congress. \V. F. l~n11u1a11 of ~lus('atine .. Judge 
of tbe Dist1ict Court years earlier ancl 110": a1ul regent of Lill• tTnivRrsity,\Ybere 
his voice was heard for good in behalf of high~r edncatioe . l'111fe:-sor L. lf. 
Parker of P owesbeik. one of the proruinent edth.'ators of lcn\'a i11 all its history. 
A s president of the I owa ~chool Teachers· A~sociatiou h is narue "ill ,q,pear as 
it deserves oron1inently. A. S. Kissell of Scott. "·ho fi1 :st inti odured •·training 
schools'' into Iowa. suverintendent of Da,enport school-:. \\'}Jtch he lifted ahove 
all others of his day, president of the a gsoc-1atio11 a11cl 8 t at< sup,•rintendent. .J. 
W. },fcDill of l·nion, Judge, n1ember of Congress . l Tuited :-;talrs ~enator. f'tc· .• 
he was yet a teacher and educator of the tirst class. l•r. llenry ,,. J3uiis, late 
Lieutenant Governor, and many ypan~ a n1ost a~tive and 11seful llll'Iubel' of the 
Board of Regents, where his large experience llns tol<l for gootl. ( >f others too 
v.'e might speak who labored diJigently in their calling. 1'hnt, ,, as a rne1uora
ble body and they la bored not in, ain. 

But the ''half has not been told,. of thl' v.·urkt•l s and tln~ir \York during 
those earlier years, ~hen the school system of io"·a ,,·as gro,,·int! and de,elop
ing, for it was always a growth and neYer a rreation, the ,,·ork of n,an5 
minds and laborers. all of ,vhom in their day and accor<lh1g hJ their opportuni
ty did well and deserve well of their generation. 

CONCLUDI NG CHAPTER OF l-~I RS' I' '.l'lll.N'GS. 

ARRANGED ACCORDIN<.. TO DA'l1~. 

1830, October- F irst School, B erryman .Jenniugs. teacher; ~a::.hville, Lee 
County. 

1833, Decen1ber-First School H ouse. "log," en•1·t<'d at Burlington, by Dr. 
W.R. Ross. 

1834, September- First lady teacher, Mrs. Rehece;i I 1ar111P.1-. r"t. :Madison. 
18AA, November- F irst message of Gov. Lucc1s. rP< 'otnmentliug a "School 

System," and the " Tov.'Ilship ·• as the unit. ~ \.1111 the n~tion of the Legis la
ture enacting the first School law, a,pproYed January l. lS:.{\I. 

1839, April- Firs t Classical School, a t Duhl111ut>: <'ol. Thos. II. Benton, 
Principal~ Mrs. Thos. Hughes, nee King, now of Iown <'ity, ~\ ssistant. 

l~, .July-First School H ouse, frame. Museathu•. t•n·c·terl by the '·Bloon1-
ington Education Society." 

1841, January 13-0ffice ot Superintendent of Public rustruelion, created, 
and Dr. Wm. Reynolds,~of Columbus City. appointt>tl. 

1841, Deten11Jer 20- Dr. l~e} nolds presented bis first aucl ouly report on the 
Schools of Io\,·a. 

18-12, }'ebruar) 1,- J~aw rept>aled, and offic·e of Superiut<·111l< .. 11t abolished. 
lM-4-First Public· 8cboo1 House. < .. rectt•<l b) taxalilln under a11d by virtue 

of la\Y at Dubuque. 

ls.!H, Dec·emher ~fi-Io,va licc·ame a '"'tale, and a c·oustitution a<lopted pro
Yiding a '"School Func1·· for the support of com111ou schools. 

lb-17, January ~4-A nc,Y "Scllool Law,'' ,uloptP<l. aud oln<·e of ..:;tate ~nper
intendeut ot' Public Instruction crPatc•d. 

l'scli, ~\.pril 3- !Ion . .James Ilarlan. of Mt. l'leasant, electe<l tinst ~upcrin
tendent. In the snmt> year. July ter1u. the i-;upreu1e Court h<'hl the la" uucon
stihltional (not ha, ing l,een properlJ publtsh<•d . and the oltic•c ,vas tlt•c-h1recl \'.l
eant. 
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1'W.8, April 5-Hon. Thos. H. Benton, Jr., elected, qualified and served as 
Superintendent Public Instruction; and on December 4th presented his first re
port. 

184!) , April-First Teachers' Institute, held by Dr. J. L. Pickard, Chandler 
('hi1ds, and others, at Dubuque. 

184H. Nove1uber 21-First State Normal School, opened at Andrew, Jack
son County, Prof. Samuel Pray, Principal, and Miss Julia S. Dorr, Assistant. 

18-50-First County Teachers' Association, organized at:Mt. Pleasant, Prof. 
Samuel L. Howe, President. 

IS.50, November-First large and commodious brick school house erected 
by taxation at Muscatine; T. S. Parvin, President of the Board , District No. 1. 
* * * President No. 2. 

1851, May 12- First Gracted School, opened at hiluscatine, by Geo. B. Den
nison (still a resident of Muscatine). 

l S.54, May 10- The Iowa State Teachers' Association organized at 11usca
tine, and lion. J. A. Parvin elected first President. 

18-56. July 3-Gov. Grimes, in his message to the General Assen1bly, at the 
extra session, recommended the appointment of three Commissioners to ''Re
Yise the 8cbool la"'S of Iowa." He appointed Hon. Horace Mann of Ohio, 
Amos Dean of New York. Chancellor of the 8tate University of Iowa, and F. 
Bissell of Dubuque. 

1S.5G, December-At the regular session 1'1essrs. Mann and Dean submitted 
their "Report of tbe Commissioners of Revision of the :::,cbool laws of Iowa.'' 
No action except to ignore it was had upon the bill or drafts of la,vs. 

1856-Firsi Superintendency of City Schools established, and Chandler 
Chile.ls elected Superintendent. 

1856, December 29-First County Teachers, Institute, held at Tipton, Prof. 
C. C. Nest1erode, Conductor. 

18-56, Septemher-~'irst StatE, Teachers ' Institute, held at Dubuque, Prof. 
D. F. Wells, Conductor. 

1857, November 3-New (and present) Constitution adopted, and ''Board of 
Education" created under it. 

1858, March 12- A new Scbool law adopted, continuing the office of State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, and creating the office of County Super
intendent of Schools. ..l.lso providing for the holding of Cow1ty Teachers' In
stitutes at tbe expense of the State. 

18-58, September 22-First Convention of ''Uounty Superintendents, at Io'\'.\'a 
City, Hon. M. L. Fisher, State Superintendent, l)resident. 

1867-First Normal Institute of four weeks' session for teachers, held at 
Oskaloosa. by Profs. Piper and EYerett, and in 1869 was held by l)rof. Ely at 
Independence. 

1869- First lady elected County Superintendent-}Iiss Julia A. Addington, 
-0f Mitchell County. 

1875-First lady elected Superintendent of City Sehools- Miss Phebe Sucl
lov,, of Davenport. 

1876-Miss Sudlo\Y " 'as the first lady elected President of the " I. S. T. As
sociation.'' 

The State l;niversity of Jo,.va, the head of the con1mon school sytem, 
opened September, 1855, closctl 185.~. and reopened Septe1nber, 1860. 
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NOTES ON IOWA EDUCATIONAL WORK FROM ~~60 
TO 1888. 

l owa·s greatest develop111cnt in all liue:-. lia:,; l1p1•11 si11ee 1860. B:, tliat time 
thf' State ha<l passed through the greate-;t difticullil's of th<· 1•xJ 1t•ri111t•ntal sta~e. 
I n 1860 tbe population of lo" a had reached lii.';.IJOII~ se, eral lines c)f l'f1 ilroa•l hail 
pushed out into the State: <'itie:-. and to\\·n:- had sp1 ung up .. ,er:, \\'here: tl11· nn1-
terial resources and prosperity of the ~tate \\'en· ~n•at; tht• prest·nt ,·011stit ution 
bacl lJee11 a<lopte<l: the fou111latin11 ot' 0111 public s•·huol :.\ ,te111 li:111 l,e,·11 P!-itah
li:-;hed. after a great deal nf expcri111c>ntal lf>gblatio11, a11d 110\\ tlJiug-; tonk ou a 
more pennaneut ancl cleYelopiug aspeC't.. Onr pnhlie scltool Sj steu1 had lif'en 
plantecl. lta<l takell clec-p root in the mind::- of th£> I•"0Ple. a11d 110\\' ca111•• it· tirue 

of growth. The ~tate Sn pe1 i nte11de11,·,. t hn ( '01111 I y 811 pt>ri11 tt>11dP111'j , the 'l'eac·h
ers' I nstitute, th<> gracle<l school, tbP IIigh :,:;r•ho11I, and our .'tatl• ,,duc·atinnal 
institutions. ha, e all had tlreir deve>lop11H•11t i-illCP 186U. .,\ 11 .,f tltt:-.t· had 
sproutecl lief ore 18Ci0. 'rhE> past q uartPr of ;1 <'e11t Ill') has b1•l'11 t hr• perio1l of 
gro,Ytl1 for all these spPC'ial features of 011r pnl,li<• l'hool :-) st t>ru. 1H1,,· 1l(•rome 
fixc•d factors in our e<lueational \\ork. ::,iH<·e the:,;e ft•:iturPs :in• nil tn•ated in 
sPparate :-lrlicles it is not DPCPssru·y to dis< ns:-- them here. 

TJl(>:\I \:-, H. HENTON I~ HEl'OH'l' 'l'O HO.-\ Ill> OF l•:l)t ' < ,\ 1'111.:-,,". 

,Ye are giYeu a gli1npsc· 01 the gro\\ ing eonditio11 of 0111· -,c·hools at tht• bE'
ginning of this period. in tlH• rt"port of 'l'horuas IJ. HP1tt o11 111 th<· Board of 
.r::duca.tio11. De<'. 1861. 

··While lravt·ling through the ~tate cluring tlie past ~1111111H•r an,l fall. the 
appearanee of a ne\\ SC'bool house in procc•ss of P11•1•tio11 \\·;is a dail y Ol'< u r renc·e. 
1'bere art> t\\oobjects \\'hieh attract th<· attp11tinn of tht• \\·1•ary tnt,t'lt>rs o,er 
the broad prairies of Io\\ a. nan1ely: tlle gro,t• and t111, sc·hool house. and ,,e 
se]clo10 find the one \Yitllout t.he other. -.;0011 nfter c·atchi11g- tlae ftr-..t glin,pse of 
the trPes. the neat, :-.no\\ )-wltite. littl<' s1·hool l1<,11:--t• is :--eeu in the distance. en
sconc·ecl in tLe edge of the gnne. or pleas;111tl~ sit11at1•cl on all adjacent prairie 
knoll. .As we approach the sit<". thP shont:-- of jo~ ous c·hil<lreu salute the ear. 
and tire sc:ene furnishes a faYorable i<h·a to tht· f11t 111·c· gTn\\·th an,1 prosperity 
of tbP State. '' 

It is a cl1C'Pri11g reflection to the friends of eclu,·ation, that, \\l1ile the tl11ill
ing strai11s of martial music· are suw111011ii1g ll11H1~ancls of he1 oiC' spirits to tile 
l,attle fie]cl, the tolling bell ii-. s till assemuliug tht, l11uiclrecl:-- ol thousands of 
cbildreu an1l yonth in our schools. 'l'hus \Yhile w<· ;ne se11di11g forth to tire 
defensP of the count!~ an army of unsurpHl'.!:-iPd iutelligence and ,·alor. " ·e are 
traiuin!{ up a host ot' yol1l11ful patriots in ot1r sc·lt<J'>ls. lo "'hose keeping ·we 
trust "e ma, safely co1un1it the 1lesti11} of the c·o11ntr\ and our tin1e-ho11ored 
institutions. aftc•r our generation shall havp passrcl a\\ a,:· I n speaki11g of 
the p11blic :--cbool bou-..e he sa~s: "It i:-. ittclispr11sahll" i11 l'·,t•r~ neighl>orhood.'. 
~\ ,Yagon c,tn better <.lispPllSI' with one "heel than a uei~hl>orboocl \\ith the 
school hot he· ... 

l'l{O)I HEI'ORT CJF OH\, ~ \YI I.LE. }'-ti.5 . 

.. \.t the• close of tlie ch ii war Slate ",upPri11te1Htc,11t <)1 an .FayilJe. in his re
port to tbc· C,eneral ..,\.ssetnbly. I>ece1nhe1. 166.:5. says: .. It is ean"l' for c·ougratn
lation. that ,lu1ing these ,·ears 11f ch il \\·a1, our l--.tatf' has 11nt onl~ n1et the df'-
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mnnds of the lionr, l>nt has l>een providing for the future. ,Yllile her so11s in 
tl1c fiel1l ha Ye been , incUcatjng the nation ·s rights. her people at bo1ne have 
lieen preparing for perpetuating those rights. The lessons of t he last few years 
have heen to them a re-assertion of the great truth taught by the fouuderR of the 
nation, that unhersal education is the central idea of republicanisn1. Believ
ing that the public schools must fnrnish this edueation , they haYe given them 
their unfaltering- support.·· 

'l'l IE O LL\DED ~CIIOOL . 

...'\n in1portant feature in our school system, not tre atell elsewhere in this 
, olun1e, is the work of the graded school. Col. Benton, as early as 1848, had in 
his report reeo1nmended the establishment of the graded school, and in the fol
ln" ing year permission "'as giYen to the electors to detern1ine at thei r annual 
1nceti111! v,hetber schools above the priu1ary gracle should ue established. The 
law of 1858, as established by the Board of Education, contain.::1 the following 
pro, ision: ·'Tbe Board of Directors ma~ establish graded or union schools 
v,berever thc•y may he necessary." The formation of such schools does not, 
ho" ever, set:-111 to ha Ye procE'ected Yery rapid ly. ,vbile I find from correspond
t•nee v,itb early educators. that in most of the large towns graded scbools were 
in existence at a 1uuch earlier period, no statistics seem to have been collected 
prior to 1868, ,vhen ~l~ schools of this c!ass are reported as established. The 
follo" ing from l'rof. .Jona Piper. whose acquaintance with lo\\·a schools is 
equaled by fe'A' others, probably gives the essential facts: '"1.Vlany schools 
bad been graded in Io" a prior to 1860, but the great reviYal of ed ncational 
\York in regard to th~ gra1led schools, probably ,Yas starte<l and promoted by 
the Institute ,:\ct of lb,58. .l!..,ron1 the stiinulus given by this act to the institutes 
of the ~tate very 111nn) of the large towns were persuaded to adopt the graded 
l->) stern, an<l probably the Hum her of graded ::.cbool~ founded bet,veen 1860 and 
1870 \\'as greater tbau tluring any otber ten years in tbe history of the State." 
B; 1H7i 11(>arly the hundred gra(led schools bad been established, bnt each 
\YOrking afLer it:. 0\YU "'ay. " 'ith 1iltle uniformity of plan or method. To ren1-
edy this dl'fect , at a me(>ting oft he principals arHl city superintendeuts, held at 
Des 1loines . .Tllne :2h, 1877. Statt' Snperinteudent \ron C'oelln, C'. P. l{ogers. of 
11arshallto\Yn, and J. II.1'hon11,son, of T>es !Yloines, ,vere appointed a committee 
to prepare au outline course < f stucly. and a uniform 11umenelature for the 
gra1letl schools of lo?.'a. As a 11••n1lt of ibese co1nbine<l influences nearl) e,·ery 
to,,n in the State has a gra<.le<l :-.chool, the majority of them. so far as circum
staucp:, "ill permit. follo·wing thr sa111e geueral plan of work. 

~():\ll•: Pl{O'.\UXE~ J' El>l' ( ' \TOR~ OF TIJE PERf<iD. 

< )t ll('f't•ssit~· much of the school \York of t"·enty-five) ears ago was Yery iru per
feC't. 1'be population of the rapidly gro,Ying State" as of the kind tbat appreciat
e<l and de1nanded schools, and 1>r0Yision for the eslablishnient an1l maintenance 
\Yas readily ruallt•, hut for ,arious reasons the suppl~ of competent teachers fell 
far short of the llemaud. The demand:-. of the country had taken Yery many of 
the young men into the army. Other pursuits oi'rerecl greater il1<lL1cements an1l 
,HlYantage:-- to tbr yolutg man ambitions for adYancement. The advantages 
for rrPparation fo1 school \\'Ork were fe,v. and those fe\v not very acC'essihle . 
. A.:- a <"On sequence county supervision lieca1ne very la.x, and ahnost e, ery one 
"'ho ,va:- ·willing to take C'barge of a "chool bad the opportunity. Those "ho 
<·on1ln<'te<l the teaehers' institutes in those days ,Yill remember the abundant 
suppl) 01' n1inisters an<l do<·tors and la\, yers. "ho, failing lo find employ1nent in 
their O\\ n professions." ere <'onsidercd al ntndantly ,ve11 fitted for teaehiug S<"bool 
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,vith these came a nun1ber of other:-:, mo1 e ,vorth) 111 that " ·hile thPy kne"' but 
little, tney profes.c;ed but little. The former clas "'l're gradually cro\\·ded out 
asrnore congenial employment offered itself, or as their inco1n])et.ency becanie 
apparent in contra::;t "·itb tht• g1~1lually iuc1easing hetter <'la-.; , "·hHe many of 
the latter. aYailing theU1:--el\·e::; of th,· ilH'l'l'asing e11Ul'Utional acl, autages of the 
8tate, came to he ranked among our ::;11ccei-sf11l tearht:1 . In in) O'\\D :-1•h0<1l at 
Garden (TrOYe. it \\·a::; no 1111usual thing to rl'teivc- yu11ng UH'n and w·o1uen fro1u 
the adjoining c•ouuties "·ho had l,ern teacht•I"S for a g1 eat('r or It•.-. length of 
time, but who had ne,er :-;tudied English c;rau1u1a1 . 01 1,..,11 through fractious 
in arithn1etic. 13ut ,~biJe thi~ conclition of thing:s (•xi te1l to a greater or less 
degree, perhaps much of the ti1nc l>et"·ecu 1-..,;o a11d u .. ,11, lo\\'a ,vas p,trtieular
ly fortunate in the character antl ability of h1•r lt~a<Hng c luc,1tors. In referring 
to the names and \\Ork of son1e of tb1·--~. 110 attl'tnpt is 1nade to gi\l' a con11,lete 
liRt. I 1nention su<.;h names as occur t•J 1nl' as I rt.~call 1ro111 1nen1or,· tlto e ,vith 
,vhon1 I as~ociated at our edncatio11al nu•1•t ing:-. l'art1e-, \\·ho" ere .tctively and 
publicl~ engaged in the ,vork have at Ill) r(•que.::,t ugg1"'11•d other 11an1P , \\·hile 
the reports of Superintendent Fa, ille gi,•e the uatUt>!-1 of othe1-... e::-p1•1•ially tho:-e 
p101uine11tly engaged in in:-.titute \\·ork. t·111lo11hte<lly 1na11y are 001itt1•cl l'qual
ly \\Orth~ of mention. Early iu tht- 60":,; I thiuk Jul na1ue \\ere 1uore intimatt•lv 
connected ,vith our edurational w·ork than those of \\'t>ll:s, Tri::-sc•ll anu l'iper. 
The two toru1er afterwards heco111i11g :::-iupt•ri11t1•111 l1•111 s of Pu hli1• I n:-tru1·tion, 
the latter for n1an) ) ears a 1nost etlil'iLnt iustit ute \\'orker. and a hearty 5Up
porter ancl promoter of ever) thing pertainiug to the e1luealil1J1:.tl intt•rcst:-. of the 
State To these n1ay be adde1l .J. L. Enos and 1lus,•s lntrall . vit,n1•ers in in~ti
tute " 'Ork: J)r. )Iavuarcl of Tipton. ahvay:,; fo1e1110:-.t in g1..u•t.l \\'orks; L. M. 
Jlast1ngs, County Superintendent <'f Decal ur c1111nt) , and after,vanls the 
founde!' of the ()ttumwa s)stem of graded :--ch11ol:-.; l'r<Jf. llenry K. Et.l~on. then 
in charge of the Denn1ark _\.caclemy, uo\\' in 11.nva Collegt; at (~1 i1111ell; C. S. 
Kretsch111er. then an,l still in the schools nf l>uh11l1111 •; Theodore -... t>arYin, then 
l'rofe::;sor in the State l~niversit), and ahrays 11n hand at the ::::-t.tle gatheriu~~ 
J)rof. Norris. for many ~ ears Prin<·ipal of the l'roy • \ <>n<le111) ~ Prof .. A.uu.'ziah 
!lull and ,Jeremiah Everett of 11ahaska ,·ounty; H. \\"'. llaille::-. 1u1\\· an attor
ney at (irinnell: John ,~,llentine of Keokuk. Pt>rhaps a little later than these 
may be mentioned the names of \Y. A. llee1ni:-. aud ,v. < >. lI bk) of Da, enport: 
l'rofessor Willian1 ,Ta1nieson, :-.till eonnecte1l \\'ith the st'hnols ot Kc•okuk~ ~Ii::;:-; 
l'hoebe Su<llo\\·, Superiutendent at D.n<>nport~ :;\[rs 1lc<;onnigal. in charge of 
the DaYenport training school: ,J. D. llornhv. the1, of Beutou':- J>ort , 110"· of 
J.,ogan, JO\\"a; Prof. ,Yoocl. tor o, ('r t,venty years in chart.rt- ot tl1e C.:larintla 
srhools; l'rof. \Vitte1, tor an equall) long tiu1e co1111e<•ted \\'ilh the s1·bool ,tt 
~1usratiue. 

These early "orkl•rs "·ere from time to tilll(' reinforct•d h~ such well kno\\'ll 
antl successful e<lucators as l'rof. ~al,in of ('liutou. no\\' State ~uperintendent; 
J>rof. G·ilchns!. forU1erly Principal of the St.th• Norrnal ~rhool; President Seer
ley, uo"· 01 the bLate Nonnal School, former!) Superintendent oi the (.)skaloosa 
schools; Prof . ..,aunderson, Superintendent at Burlington~ J>rof. Rogers of ~lar
sballtuwn, and 1nany others \\·ho have done. and ,n·t• still doing. ('Om1nendable 
"ork in t bc•ir several flelds. 

IlIGDEH 1~:.-Tl'fl TlON~ OF LE.\ H"\l'\t,. 

,Yhile those person:-." hom I h,n e n1entioned, \\"ilh others of eqlH\l ,..-orth, 
,,ere in their indiviclual capacit~ doing DHtch for the goo<l of the cause, tbf' 
Statf' l'nh ersit), ,vith such men as Professors Leonard. Currier aud Fello"·s; 
• 

• 
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Iowa f'ollege, with President Magoun and Professors Parker, Buck and Von 
Coelen; Cornell College, with President King at its head; the Academies at 
Troy and Denmark, were all centers of influence from which much of good was 
tlowing. To these, as the demands of the present and the prospects of the fu
ture were unfolded, were added the va1ious educational institutions, which in 
their various spheres are extending their influence through every part of the 
State and in every department of life. State support, denominational zeal, 
private enterprise, and local p1ide have barn1oniously united to promote the 
common good, The .Agricultural College at Ames, opened in 1869, has un
doubtedly supplied a want not otherwise met: the State Normal School at Ce
dar Falls. co1nmencing its work in 18i6, bas won tbe approval of the friends of 
learning everywhere; tbe score of denominational schools by their untiring 
zeal and self sarrifice have won to their support all lovers of higher education 
an:l christian culture, \\'hile Business Colleges. Seminaries, .Academies and 
Normal School&, tbe fruits of private enterpnse, preparing for and supple
menting the work of the higher institutions of learning. have brought the fa
cilities for acquiring an education Yery near to all who wish to avail themselves 
of them. The intluence proceeding from these sonrres bas had a marked effect 
upon the common and graded schools of the State. While, in a general way, 
the educational sentiment ot t.be c:ommonwealth has heen thereby indirectly 
stimulated and advanced the direct influence of those who, as teachers , have 
gone out from tbe ColJeges, and .Academies, and Normal Schools into schools 
of all grades bas bad the effect not only of improYing the c1uality of work done, 
but of bringing about a constantly increasing condition of harmony 1:1ncl uni
formity throughout our entire school system. 

~T.\TE l~~TITrTION~ OF LE.AH~IX(i. 

The State l"niversity, the State ~\.grirulttu·al College, and the State Normal 
School are fully treated elsewhere. The follo,ving table briefly presents the 
condition of our State institutions of learning in 1886: 
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Stute Institute for Dear 
and Dumb ... .... . .. . Counc il Blutrs 185.3 1866 .. .. .. .. . .. 350,000 3,000 1,200 160 126 

State Industrial School .. Eldora . .. .... . 1868 Ul68 . . . . . . . . . . 90,000 400 750 338 ..... . 
State Indus'! School for I 

Girls . . .. . .. .... . ..... . MitcbellYllle .. 1868 11!68; ... .... .. .. 3'.l,000 . ...... 500 ... ... 121 
State Sold' rs' Or. Horoe. Davenport . .. 1866 18681 ... , .................. . .. . .. . . ..... .. .. . . 

State Normal School. .... Cedar Falls . . . 11876 1870 ........ --1 100,000 700 1,600 113 313 
State Asylum for Fee ble I I 

Minded ... ........... .. Glenwood .... 1876 18761... . . .. . . 150,000 .. .. . . . .. . . 101) 00 

COUNTY TE.ACIIERS' .,\ RROC:L\'l'JONS. 

The plan of holding teachers' associations for mutual professional improve
ment is an important feattu·e of the un,vritten law of our educational system. 
Both county and State associations were held previous to 1860, and they have 
all along hecome more aud more important and influential as means of advanc
ing the profession, and of a·wakening a public interest in all that pertains to 
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the e<lucatioHal "·ork of the :State. \"ls1wiatiou 1nect in~s ar~ no\\' helrl fron1 
one to four tin1es in aln1ost e, er_v 1·01111tr i11 hn,·a. A\ ntl i11 1nany c·ouuties 
to\Ynship n1('etings hav<' 1,ee11 organir.r-il fur lh1• esp~c·ial p11rpo:;e of promoting 
lJ(•tter work in the C'Ountry sehoob. ln all thi:; 1•0Hnty and towuship associatioH 
"·ork tbe C'o11nty snprrintendent is the p1in1c 1n11, 11r anti g11idi11l! spirit. 

ST.\TE 'l'J<;A('JTElts' A.;;:-01 •1 \'l'IOK'. 

:No other organization in the Stnte has clone morP tu,varrl c·re:iting a public 
sentin1ent in fa, or of improved educ·ational ro<'tltods a11d systerus and institu
tions than tlH• lO\\'a State Teachers· \ssociat1011 . < >rgauized in lS.:>! by,, hand
ful of zealous and c·tnnagpo11s rclnc-at1oual spnits. it has gl'O\\'ll <luring lbe past 
quarter of a c-e11tur, to hp an orga11ization of :-;tale-wi<l1· i11~11e11<·1·, ,tnd tbe 
originator and promoter of a<lvanre<l tnPlliod:, :ind syRll·rns. (Jut of the discus
sions an<l clelilierations of this body were horu thr- '1't'ac·l1ers· ~lll'l11al Insti
tute, the Graded School s~ sten1, the lligh School. t Ile St att'); or111a I Sc·hool. and 
the ~tate s,·ste1n of e,an1inalio11 1'01 :-,tatr 1·ertilicnt1•~ a111l <liplo111a-.. .\11d the 
n10,ements to in1prove anti to perfect all these hav«' allnost ahvays originated 
iu the State Teac-hers' .\ssociation. 1'he ~ tat1• A\--~nciatio11 holds its 11u~c•tings 
annually. Thr atlen<la11ce is , olnntary. The 1111'1nh~rship has gradnally ill
creased since 1860, whe11 it v,a., less thau .:;o, 11ntil at. th<' 111e1•ting of 18'"8. ,,hen 
the eurolhneut " 'as .50~. '£he meeting nsuall~ lasts f1111 r days. <Jnr atternoo11 
ancl e, ening are given to departinent n1eeti11gs 'l'hesP an• : 

1. <.'ouuty ~uperintc-ndents and >-. on11al T>epart n1t>11t. 

2. (irade1l ~1·hool l>epart1nent for< 'ity :--.11pe1111tP111h•11ts. 
:~. College and l "niver:--it) I>epartn1e11t. 
4. ~ecoudary J)ppartinent for lligh ~chools. et,·. 
,5. I>epartment ot Penmanship and I>nt\\ i.1;. 

\ fe,, yC'ars ago there \Ya:s organ ize1l in co1111(•ct ion "it h the• assoc·iation au 
"Ednc·alional Council." u1ade up ot -;i\. 111einhc l'ti t•lc·<·te<l frn111 each of the I>e
partments and si\. n1en1hers elected by tl1e < 011111·11. 'l'h,· :--talt• ~111>t>rinte11dent 
is e'l.-otti1·io 111e1uber and c-hairmnn of the council. 'l'hi:s council is :-.uppo:se<i to 
be c·on1pose<l of the ablest eduC'aturs of thP State. 

B) act of the .Nineteenth <~rneral \ssembly ill l~S:!, a :,;;tate Board of Ex
arniners \Yas established. This Board ex'1mines appli1•ants tor, '-itate ('crtifi
cates and J.,ife I>iplo111as. 'l'he ohJec·t of this pla11 is to 1·levatP the stau,lanl of 
the profession au<l bring it iuto greatPr re1·0J,,'1iition. It has l11•i>n the purpose of 
the rxan1iners to iss ue <'ertiticatl'S an<l diplo111as to thos1• ouly. \\"ho by expe
rience. cha rac·ter au1l scholarship ha ye sbo\\'D ti 1c•msel\•ps \\"ol'l hy to hol<l then 1. 

~tate certifi<'a.tes an• good for ti Ye~ ears. 1' 1H• examination fe(• is $::l. 1'he 
candidate fo1 saicl <"ertilicate ,hall he Pxamined upo11 the folh>\C\'i.Hg bran,·hes: 
()rtliograph) . reading. ,vritiog, aritbmeti1·, geograph· . . En~lish gram1nar, hook 
keepini. physiology. t·. S . history . .ilgehra. bota11) , 11at11ral philosophy, d~·a,Y
i11g. civil governtnent. 1·011slitntion and la\\ s of Io" a and di<lacti<'s. 

For "t·1tP diplomas on all thf' foregoing and in ~dditi1111 thc·reto, (ieo1netrv. 
Trigo11ornetry. Che111istJ.). Zoology. (rpolog-. . • \st101u1111y , l'olitical gconomy. 
Rhetoric . . English L1tera ture and ( rene1al II is tor) , , 11d sn,·h 1JtlH•r hra 11,•hps as 
the Bnar<l ma) requir<'. The fee is $ 5. 

In a1lclition to tl1f' f'Xa1nination, the ,Roa id 1 t>quirPR \\Tit ten testi111onial;-;, 
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;11Hl ,·re,lentials from county superintendents and professional eoucators, who 
are able to judge of the moral character and professional fitness and success of 
the randidaLe. 

'l'HE RUH.\L SCHOOLS. 

There bas been a decicletl improvement in the country schools of I owa dlu·
ing the past t,-.,,enty-five years. First as to l>uildings, the architectlu·e of the 
country school house is being constantly in1provea, they are better and n1ore 
substantially built, better equipped and more conveniently arranged. I n 1860 
there "·ere about 800 log school houses in Iowa. The log school house is now 
practically a thing of the past. 

Tbe standard of the country teacher has been raised. The teachers· insti-
tute with good county suvervision on the part of supe1intendents have done 
much in theis direction. The nu1nerous colleges with normal departments , tbe 
private Normal Schools and the State Normal School have given the schools a 
higher grade of teachers <luring the past dozen years than they have eYer bad 
before. Much has been done within the past ten years in tbe way of country 
sch.)ol classification and organization. In a largP number of counties a tu1i
forn1 course of study has been adopted, and pupils who complete the required 
cotu·se are admitted into the I-Iigh School. For the past ten years the t,tate ~u
perintenclents have giYen special attention to perfecting and advancing the 
"'Ork of the country schools. 

Teachers' wages have advanced, since 1860, from 50 to 12-5 per cent. 
CO)lP .\HATl\'E GRO\\'TR. 

To giYe :,;ome idea of the ad\'ancement of the public school "rork, the fol
lo"•ing statistics are presented. I n 1860 there were 3.208 school houses in Iowa; 
in 188H there were 12,752. The number of teachers in 1860 was o,374; in 1888 
t here ·were 2-5,113. In 1860 there ,vere enrolled in the public schools of Iowa,· 
1G7,869; in 1888 there were 477.184. There were not in Io,va in 18GO, more than 
a dozen graded i:;chools; in 1888 there were about 550, an average of more 
than five to each county. In 1860 the average duration of school year 
was ,5¼ months; in 1888 it ,vas 7 7-10 months. Io,va no, .. · spends nearly six mil
lion dollars annually in the main tenance of her public schools. 

PRESENT CONDITION OF THE SCHOOLS OF IOWA. 

RY IIENRY SAnIN, RT.\TE SUPElUNTENDENT, DES )COIN.ER. 

The total enumeration of persons between 5 and 21 is as follows, taken 
from the statistics for 1888: males, 3i 5,741; females, 313,507; total, 630,248. 

Enrolled in public schools, 477,184; average attendance, ~91,070. 

Paid for sites, buildings and furniture, $749,96-5.00; paid teachers, $ 4,107,-

102.00. 
~umber of independent districts, 3,426; number of subclistricts, 8,G34. 

::N"un1her of ungraded schools, 12.065; number of gracled (roorns). :3,400. 

~\. \'erage length of year in n1ontbs, 7. 7. 
Number of teachers employed: males, 5,595; females, 19,518. 

Average compensation: males. $36.44; fe1nales, $30.05. 

~umber of school-houses, 12,752; increase during the year, 121 ; yalue ot 
school-houses, $12,007,340. 
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Number of districts reported as teaching t•ffccts of stimulants and narcot-
ics, 13,946. 

Number of certificates i-.suecl: males, -1,H:IB; fe1uales, 18,2-11. 
Average age of applicants for certificates: male~, 2-5; females, 22. 
Ilolding State certificate or diploma: m~iles, 9,; fe1nales, 53. 
Schools visited by County Superintendents, ',.nn9: visits made by County 

Superintendents, 11,196. 
Educational meetings held, ,53,. 
Normal I nstitutes held, 9H; teachers in attendanee: 1nales, 2,589~ females, 

14.875; total, li,464. 
EA-penses of Institutes: instruction, $43,,562.06; incidentals, $8,463.15. 
Ileceived from examination fees, $:.!H,li82; regh;tration, $17.464; State ap

propriation, $4,950; other sources, $1;001.9-1. 
1'hc State Board of E.taniiners-Organizecl in 1883. ~.\s then constituted, the 

members ,vere: Hon. J. \-V. Akers, 8uperit1tendent Public I nstruction, Presi
dent; J. L. Pickard, L. L. D .. President ~tate l.,.niversi~; .J. C. Gilchrist, .t\.. 
M .. 1>resident State Normal Rcbool; Hon .. J. "\V. Ro,vle), Keosauqua, Secretary; 
}!rs. Ellen ~1. Rieb. ,·inton. At this date tht lioard, as organized, consists 
of Henry Sabin, Superintendent Public Instruction, President; C. A. Schaeffer. 
l,res1dent, State University~ II. TI Seerle), I>i·el:iident State Normal School: 
Superintendent F. B. Cooper, Le 1Iars, :-;ecretary; Miss Lucy Curtis, State 
Center. 

State Cel"lificatcs and Life Diplon1a.~-Duriug the year ending September 1, 
1888, there were issued, State certificates: males, 40; females, 35; total, 76; life 
diplomas: n1ales, 22; females, 2; total, 24. 

The State ce1tificate entitles the holder to teach in any county in theState. 
without further exainination, for the tern1 of fi,e (,5) years. It does not, how
ever, exempt the holder from super, 1sion. and the Board of Examiners have 
power to revoke the certificate, ·•upon ,vell g1:ounded complaint by any county 
Superintendent. 

The holder must also have bis certificate registered in the county superin
tendent's office before he begins to teach in the C'Ounty. 

The life diploma is subject to the same regulations, hut is good during life 
in any county in Iowa. 

The Board of Examiners are anxious to 1nake the certificate and diploma 
of more value as an evidence of professional alulity and success in teaehing. 

At least two examinations are held each year at Des .h-Ioines. It is also 
customary to hold an exaruination in June at the State :Normal School, the 
State lTniYersity, and such other schools as have a special course in didactics 
whiC'h meets the requirement.s of the Board of Examiners. 

Te,npcn,nce Instruction-The statistics sho,v that 13,946 srhools are in some 
measure complying \Yitb the requirements of the Ja,Y. concerning the teaching 
of the effects of stimulants and narcotics. It nas for son1e time been made the 
subject of special instruction in all the normal institutes. The county superin
tendents,,vith hardly an ex<'eption, are anxious to ha,e the la,Y enforced.and so 
instruct their teachers. The s11irit of tbe la\,, as it is generally accepted, is 
embraced in the follo"·ing extract from a circular issued from the office of th~ 
State Superintendent, May ~O. 188b. 
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The evident intent of the law is to place the teaching of the nature and ef
fects of stimulants and narcotics upon the same basis as other branches taught 
in our i;>ublic schools. The pupil gains his knowledge of arithmetic by succes
sive steps; be must pass an examination in one part of the subject, and sho"· 
his familiarity with it, before he is advanced to the next division. Scientific
temperance instruction should be treated in the same manner. One portion 
should be thoroughly mastered befo1·e the next is entered upon. If this is ,vell 
done, t.he teacher will often find work enough in one part of the subject to em
ploy and interest the pupils during a whole term. Careful consideration will 
convince us that the work in this branch of study is too superficial in many of 
our schools, because \Ye are attempting more in a given time than can be done 
well. Temperance instruction needs to be reduced to a system. 

In all your v.'ork care should be taken to give instiuction in accordance 
with the spirit of the law. Total abstinence should be taught a-s the 01il'IJ sure way 
to escape the evils arising froni the use of alcoholic drinks and tobacco. This system
atic plan if carefully follo~-ed will insure a more thorough understanding of 
the subject, and teachers will not complain that they have used up all their 

n1aterial. 

THE IOWA TEACHERS' INSTITUTE. 

BY ff. lL SEERLEY, CEDAR F.\LLl-. 

I. HISTORICAL. 

1. Tht First lnstitute.-The first teachers· institute held in the State of 
Iowa cannot be determined with certainty. Tbe1·e,vere a number of volunteer 
efforts before the law of 1&58 made the institute a part of the school system. 
These were the result of the enterprise and the righteous enthusiasm of men 
who cared more for the progress and tbe development of intelligence among 
the people than they did to leave records making their names historical. .. \. 
teachers' institute was held in Dubuque in the spring of 1849, conducted by J. 
L. Pickard and others. Henry county held an institute in 1850, and au attempt 
was also made to bave one in Jones county during the same year. 

2. The Pioneer Conductor and Instructor.-The birth and tbe development of 
the Iowa institute cannot be truly considered apart from tbe gran<l services of 
tbe pioneers in education. The early fathers opened up tbe way, began the 
battle against ignorance, and laid tbe foundations of our school system broad 
and deep. The names most prominent in these early days of Iowa's educa
tional history are Jonath'an l'iper, J. L. Enos, C. U. Nestlerode, Moses Ingalls, 
Sibbell Maynard, H.K. Edson, D. Franklin Wells, Daniel .Lane, T. S. Parvin. 
S. ~- Fellows, L. ]'. Parker, 8. J. Buck, T. W. Mulhern, Wm. McClain, l{. 1\if. 
Haines, A. 'J. Kane, Jerry F . Everett, and A. S. Kissell, who as conductors, 
instructors and lecturers did grand work in favor of a perfected school system 
and better teachers for the youthful commonwealth. These set forth the doc
trines of methods of instruction with the voice of an evangel, and did a work 
at a time and under circumstances that pay a tribute to their memory. There 
was a unity of soul in a mighty purpose as they \Vent about the land preaclnng 
the gospel of enlightenment that rendered subsequent progress an absolute ne-
cessity. 

3. .A. Typical 1 n,.;;titute..-. ..'\.n ins ti tu te <vvas he kl at Tipton , Ceclar county. 
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beginning Monday, Dt1ce1nber ~H. l '.:511, re1nailli11g in session for oue ,reek. 
There ,vere three daily sessions. hegi11ning n•specti\•ply at c1:oo \. ,r.. l:V5 P. )J., 

and 6:00 P. )L C ('. XesUerode. the •·onductnr, \\'as assistf'1l hy B. Le nu~-n
ton, \Vm. ~!cClain ancl Sibbel 11ayuanl as instructors. 1'he branches taught 
,vere orthography, reading. mental and "Titte11 arithtuPtic, geo~raphy. E11gli::;h 
grannnar and physiology. The program granted one halt hour to ea<·h recita
tion. Each day the conductor delivered a Jc>cture on th<> "theory and practice 
of teaching,'' and the eYeui11g session::- were <l<•, otecl to le<'t11res by the most 
pron1inent men. .\.t the c·lo3e of the institutr tht> 1ne1nhers pa:ssed a serie5 ot' 
resolutions. among whieh occurred the> follo,ring: 

l?c:~oli-ec1, That teachers' iustitutr:s are etlicient ai,ls iu elevating the stand
ard of education, an<l preparing tea<·hers fol' tlai faithful auu successful ,lis
charge of their unties. 

One,Yonld almost 1,elieve thatsnch S<'Utiment as this, P.Xhibits intlications of 
being promulgated in the year l~Sk. as nothing heller could l>e said at present, 
i'lnd certainly establishes tlle fart that the spint ot the n1en anu "'ou1en \\·lio 
were the educators of early IO\\'a ,vere aetuateu by the higbr-.t and 11111st (·001-

mendable enterprh>e antl judgment. 

~ \nother attempt deserving 1neution in this <·011 nc•c-tion lll'f!lll'l e1l at < ):;ka
loosa in the summer of 1857. It ,vas in sessio11 t\\·o ,veeks. a11ct is the tir!)t in
stitute, so far as v{e ca11 as<'ertain, that extendecl 1ner one \\eek. It wa:,; cou
ducted by J>rof. N"aylor snd Dr .. J. L. };nos. assis(e1l by Prof. .Jerry F. E,-c~rt'tt. 
In this institute, in addition to tile> hranc·lH•s taught 111 the <'edar count, insti
tute, lessons ,vere dail) given in algebra by Prot. Everett. TbP people of Os
kaloosa ga, e free entertainment to the teachers. and great g(lou earn~ of tht 
effo1't. 

4. The Lnu· of 185h.- ~lan·b 1~. 18-5~. the (;11\'ernor appn,Yed au a<·t pas:...ed 
by the G·eneral ... ~ssemlJly establishing the institute as .i part of tbe s) steu) or 
puhlic edu<'ation. a11ct appropriated .r.1.o<Kl ,111n11c1ll) to lil; usetl for the support. 
of these brief training schools. The ht\\ !<'quired that t\\t•nty teacht'r:-. of a 
county should request the county -;uperinte1ulr11t to hold an institutt.>. I re 
then applied to the Superintt•1Hh>nt of l'uhli<' Inst ruction, \\'ho appoiuted a 
tin1e of assembling. and sent a \\i-trr.lnt on the Stat{' treasury for $.SO.OIi to tle
fray the expe11!:ie ol instruction. 'l'he la\, al:-.o prtn 1ded that the in~titnte mu:--t 
he tn session at least si, ,vorking clays. and to some extent gave the s11per, ision 
of tbl' institute to the K11perintendenl of Public I11strnclio11. 

Follo,ving the passage of this la\\', there ,va" ~reater acti\ ity in institute 
" ·orh., and fru1n this timt it becan1e necessary iu u1ost of the best settled <'OUH

ties to hol<l sessio11s of oue \Yeek in duration <'a(•li year. 'l'hese institute:-; oc
rurrecl in e,ery 1nonth of the )ear, the co11dueting of 111-.l:;itnies hecanlL' a pro
fession, rueu follo,ving it as a husiuess, ancl the \\'ork of three professional cou
du<'tors form an era il1 onr e!lucational prugre:-s, as can be honestly teslilie1l liy 
scores of persons yet living. \Yho \Yere helped aucl 111:,,pired l>v their lei·turl'S. 
their in::,truction ao(l t h<'i r professional spirit. In aclcli tion to this th<.' la\\- of 
lN).', ,vas so interpreted as to require the attendance of e,ery actual teache1 in 
the countr, all schools were l'losell aud most of the districts all(nved tbc· teach
c .. rs their !:ialaries during the "l'ek th us spenl. 1'hl'l'l' ,vas no half-heartedness 
in those tin1es by either people, s<'hool otlicers, teacher-; or institute instructors. 

The h1,v of l S.58 ,vas mo11ified sometim<:> before 181i4, so that the State grant
ed $50.00 annually to every county holding an i11st1tute,as the annual appropria-

1, 

' 

' 

' 

I 

' 

' 
I 

I , 

I , 

1, 

' 

I 

1, 

I , 

I 

I 

I 

,, 1,,,, 
' ' \ l i 



307 

tion of $1,000 " 'as not large enough, as the State developed , to allo"' the usual 
a1nount to each institute held. 

TX~TITlJTES R ECEI\'ING ST .\TE .\ID IN 1858. 

County. Place. Cnncluctor. Instructors «11d L erture,rs . 

-------
Blackhawk \Vaterloo .... Nov . 15 6 52 J. L. Enos ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
Breme r .... Waverly ..... NOY. 1 6 46 J . L . Enos ..... . . ....... ............................. . 

Cedar ..... . Springdale .. . . N'ov. 15 8 208 C. C. Nestlerocte J . Maynard, D. F . \Veils. 

Clarke ..... Osceola ....... Nov. 1 6 4:JJ. H . L . Scott ................ . ............... . 

Clayton . Garna,•illo ... Nov. l 6 58 A. Brown ....... J. Ilriggs, L . 1-I . Bigbee. 

Decatur ... Garden Grove Sept. lo 6 40 .J. R . Carey ..... L . M. Hastings. 

Delaware .. Delhi. ......... Oct. 11 6 .. ·············· ···· · ······ ····· ............ . . 

Hardin .... Eldora . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 35 E. Fnller ...... . • • • • • • • • • ♦ • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •••••••••• 

H enry ..... Mt. Pleasant .. Dec. 2i 6 110 S. Howe ....... J. H . SaudeL·s. 

Jackson ... Maquoketa ... Oct.-! .. 6 iO U. F . Wells ..... J . L . Enos. 

J asper .... Newton ....... Nov. 1 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... . 

.Johnson .. I owa City .... Sept.2i 6 38 C C. N'estlerocle \V n1. Reynolds, D. F . " 'ells. 

J ones ..... Anamosa ..... Oct. L8 6 5-! J . L. Enos ............... . .................... ..... . 

Linn ...... . Marion ....... Nov. 2'.2 6 60 S. N. :Fellows ... J L. Enos, 0. F. W~lls. 

Louisa ..... \Vapello ....... Nov. 1 2 15 C. C. Nes tlerode J. H . Saunders, W . . J. \Voodrufi'. 

:Madison .. Winterset ..... Oct. 4. 6 30 J . Shepard ..... J. H . L . Scott. 

Mahaska .. Oskaloosa ..... Dec. Zi 6 

~larion . . . . Kno~ \Ille . . . . . Dec. 2i 0 

) Jarshall .. ,Albion . ..... .. Oct . 18. 6\ 
" ~ashingt•nhYashington ... Oct. HI. JO 

55 J . L . Enos ...... A. Smiley, A. Hull. 

621C. C. Nestlerode P. H . Yan Slyck. 

:?4 D . F. ''' ells .... E. Fuller, T. J . " ' ilsoo. 

s11 ('. C. N estlerode J . Maynard, J. R. Doig. 

'l'he institute record for the year 18:59. as giYen in IIon. 1'hos. IT. Benton·:;, 
.Jr. 's, reports, is as folknYs: 

County. r'ity. T)o te of Open,ing. 
1. Van Buren .. ... . ..... l{eosauqua ................. \µril 4. 
~- 13ucbanan ............ lndeoenclence .............. ~lay 9. 
3. I>olk ................. Des i loi ues .... .. ... .. .... August 22. 
-L llen ton .......... ..... , Tin ton. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. • \ ugust ~-
0. )Iariou .... ......... J{noxvHle ......... ... .. .. ... \ugust 2~). 
fi. Blackhawk .... .. ..... Waterloo .... . .......... .. .... \ ugust, 2n. 
,. 1'1ahaska ............ Oskaloosa . ..... ...... .. ... September 1~. 
h . IIardin ............. Io·wa Falls ................. September 12. 
H. ~fadison............ Winterset . .... ........ ... . 8eptember 1H. 

10. Decatur ............. Leon . .. . . ............ ...... September 19. 
11. Jasper . . .... .. ....... Newton . ................ ~eptember 2fL 
12. ::tvl arshall ..... .. .... .. . MarsballtOVl'll ............. . ~eptember :2G. 
18. Wayne . ........ ... Clio ........................ ()ctober 3. 
14. Cedar .. . ... . .......... Tipton . .................... October 24. 

Fron1 this time institutes multiplied, a.nd the encouragement granted by 
the State added greatly to their usefulness hy n1aking the \\'Ork pern1anent. 
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----
1'he grov,:th may lie not<>d by the folio" ing tal,le of years and numher of insti
tutes held a~ providetl lty the la"· of : "-"i'\: 

Y ear. .J.\''o. ,,; In:;tit11tC$ Hrld. 
18(i(). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... 3:? 
1861. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... .... ............ . 4-:~ 
1862 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... 44-
18(~~ ...... ............................. .. ....... (i:? 
1 ~H. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . ... . f'l3 
L8{>5. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . .... •...••.. .. .•... . -19 

In 18<>4 there were over -LOOO teachers enrolled in the sixty-three institute~ 
held, and when ,ve remember that at that time only S,!'l--►> teachers ar<> reported 
as certificated, and a numher of these doubtless are clupli<'ates because of not 
issuing all certificates for a year. ,ve are irupresst>d with the extPnt of the \\'Ork 
done in reaching the schools of the State 

As an exa1nple 01 the kind of work tlone ancl tbe atteudan<'e upon the in
stitutes, ,ve will quote Poweshiek county in 1H6H-·ri-;-tllen under the supervi
~ion of S. J. Buck, at present the "ell kno,vn profes~or of mathematics and 
physics at Iowa Colle!?E'. The institute of 'HB eurolled 1:?0 persons, and was 
conducted by 1'-1essrs. Piper and Ingalls. The institue of '6, was conducted by 
Prof. L. F. Parker, and enrolled 5~ gentlemen and 4, ladies. I>rof. Parker "'a., 
assisted by Prof. S .. r. Buck, !Ion. R.11. IIaine::.. l'iof .• J. ,-allentine, and Hon. 
Carl W. ,ton Coello, ,vhose names are sufficient to guarantee the character or 
the work done. Poweshiek County Board of Rupervisors during these year::;. 
printed in pamphlet form the annual reports ,ind suggestions of County Super
intendent Buck, and they ,vere distributecl among the people of the county. 
much to the benefit of education. One of the suggestions c:.pecially worthy of 
note in these reports is the importance of extendin~ the time of the institute to 
two or more ,veeks. and ad,ising that the County Board supplement the State's 
fifty dollars by voting an appropriation, and thus enable the institute to extend 
the time and do more for the training antl education of the teachers. ..r\.lready 
Piper, EYerett. Enos. Buck and others hatl the idea of the necessity for an in
stitute of ~t longer term, and alreadv they began to acl\'ocate its early adoption. 

!5. THE XOR)IAL lN::-l'I rr'l'E . 

The Normal Institute. as ,ve at present kno,v it, bad its fore-runner in the 
extended institute ,, here attempts ,.,ere made to gh e more time and do more 
review " 'ork of branches taught. On<' of tbese bas heen mentioned as being 
held at Oskaloosa in l %, . -\ 111ore notable eflo1 t "as made at Oskaloosa in 
1867 while l'rof .. Je1-r, F. E,·erett ,vas county supe1inlentleut of ~labaska coun
ty. Prof. Everett speaks of this instilute as follo,vs: - · Prof. Jonathan Piper 
and I thought it \\ould lit> of great uenetit if ., ~ornutl Institute of seYt>ral 
\\'eeks duration could he heJcl. \Ve undertook such a one ha Ying secured the 
servic-es of Prof. ..r\ . IIull for a porlio11 of each day. \Ve placed the tuition at 
.:;2.00 for four \\eeks and ad,erth,ed in the c-01111ty papers. l\\• had a f<lir at
tendance. The institute \\as helll in the old C11muerla11cl church .incl l'ontiuued 
011e month. ,re had ah,111t lift) tt•a,·hers in attendance. J~oth tea<'hers and 
instructors \\orl-..cd \l'l') hard. th<• results in a pec11uiar) ,,ay \\ere a succe:--s. 
my impression is th,1t \\ hen Prof. I lull an1l the other exp<•nses ,rere paid. th(• 
c·redit ac1·on11t ,,as on the ,,rong -shle: hut l a111 iucline<l to think tbat at no 
time in lll) life have I been more sUC'cessful in aiding the can~e of education 
than during that 111011th. l::io111e of the tea1·hers ,vho attende•l ,,ere soon called 
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to higher fields of work. ~l oak " 'as called to one of tbe ward schools of Cincin
nati, Tyne "'eut to ,,risconsin al a good salary. and se, eral of the ladies re
ceived good positions in graded schools in this State and in Illinois.'' 

tn the same year that this four "'eeks' institute occurred at Oskalo0sa, and 
also tbe year thereafter, 1-lessrs. Piper and H ai nes conducted similar institutes 
i1t Ft. Dodge, ,vliich " ·ere follo,ved by shnilarly favorable results, haYing a 
111arked effect upon tbe "·ork of the schools. ~\. 1nore 1lecisiYe in1pulse to the 
normal institute n1ovement came in N0Ye1nber, 1870,~·hen Prof. E. R. Eldridge 
•planned an<l organize<l, and Prof. ,J eron1e ..1:\.llen co1Hlucted an institute at 
,Vashington. I t is probable that about this ti111e the term,'·Normal Institute,'·' 
appeared. as Superiutcn<ll'llt ~\.bernethy':,; report iu 187-l en1ploys the expression, 
and discusses the n1eri tH of the san1e. and in 187~. Superinte1ulent Eldridge 
:refers to his institutei-; in his repor t to the State l)epartment as "the normal 
aud training school." 

The 1870 nonual institute of ,rashiugton county continued two weeks, en
rolling 2Hi me1nbers frout sixteen different counties of south-eastern Io,va, and 
from Illinois. Tbe special cbaracteri:-;tic of thia ne"T t)1>e of institute ,vas in 
the positiYe attention giYeo to dida<'tics. Dr. ~-\llen cleYoted bis time to teach
ing methods, school govern111ent, school 111anagement, organization, etc., the 
other instructors teaching the :-;cholastic branches. This institute was so satis
factory that it was per111anently organizea , and sessions ,vere held in '72 and '73 
-that of '78 being a t\\'O 1nonths session. D uring the session of '73, 5tate Su
perintendent .~beruetby called a meeting of the county superintendents at 
,,ashington , and the new plan was thoroughly and favorably considered hy 
this conYention. resulting in a rlecision to press the next (;,eneral .\ssen11.Jly for 
a Jaw that would re<'ognize such institutes lo he held in eYery county in the 
;-:;tate. 

Institute:-- of this kind were held also iu '71 at \Tinton, Iowa F alls, <'edar 
Falls, Spriugclale and ln<lependence: in',~ at Corydon, Corning, Sigourney and 
Oskaloosa, and perhaps other place:.:;. ,\ JI were very surcessful, and the result.'i 
were much applaude<l by workers and by attendants: the general attention of 
the public ,vas attracted; the press st1·ongly approve<l, and all the friends of e<l
ncation u11ited with the State Depart1nent of Publie lni-;truGtion to secure the 
endorsement of the plan by the General .\.ssen1bly. Senator l{ephart, now 
B isho1> Kephart of the t'"nited Brethren Church, took charge of the bill, and as 
a result of harmony of action a11d of wisdo1n in t hose en1powered and author
ize<l to press t he matter before the Cieneral Assembly, the institute law of 187-l 
"'\,as passed, and from that date almost every county has annually held a tV\10 to 
four ,veeks' norn1al institute. 

0. TUE I,, \_ 'IY OF 187-!. 
The legal status of the teachers' institutes under the law of 1874 is as fol

iJ.ows: 
l. The County Superintendent is required to annually hold a noru1al insti

tute for the instruction of teachers and those dPsiring to teach. 
2. The County Superintendent, with the concurrence of the Superintend

-ent of Public Instruction. procures such assistance as may be necessary to con
duct the same. IIe practically controls the ,vages and the appointment of these 
conductors and instructors. 

3. The institu1re must be held a t a time when the schools are generally 
('}osed. 

• 
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4. The expenses of the institute are ,lefrayecl by, 
a. The one-dollar registration fee of each rnrmbcr en rolled. 
b. A one-dollar examination fee fron1 each caudi<late for certi ficate. 
c. $.SO.OO appropriated by the St ate. 
d. Appropriations made by the County Roanls of Supervisors. 
5. The institute fund is drav.•n from the treasury on the order of the 

County Superintendent, he having sole authority in auditing bills. 
6. Teachers get no pay while 1n attenclance. 
7. The County Superintendent gets no extra compensation for services 

rendered the institute. 
8. There are no legal requirements determining the 11ualifications of inst

tute instructors and conductors. 
7. THE GHADJ<;D NOH7'1.AL l"l'S1'ITUTE. 

After a fe,v years "'Ork under t he plan adopted hy the la,,· of 18i4, the in
stitute began to get irksome to the better qualitic•d teachers. as so 1nnch time 
waR devoted to the subject matter of the branches and to those teaebers ,vitb 
little or no experience. Hence the leaders in the work begau to cast about for 
some remedy. In the institutes as held since '7-1 a course of study had been 
adopted and quite generally introduced. This course of stndJ conunonly class
ified the teachers into three grades. being determined by scholar~hip, number 
of institutes attended and experience in teaching. 'The iustruction of the in
stitute was n1odified to sui t the needs and the interests of these several classes 
or grades. Finally in some counties, in or<ler to hold the most advanced and 
most scholarly teachers, higher subjP.cts than the com1uoH sehool brancbes ,vere 
in troduced. 1'hese varied somev\'bat, hut frequently c·onsistr<l of t \VO or n1ore 
selections each year fron1 algebra, physics. botany, political economy, pbysicaL 
geography, etc. 

In August, 1880, County Superintendent :N. \V. Boyes of Dubuque County~ 
develope<l and put into operation the first gradeu uor1nal institute, and arranged 
that at the completion of the prescribed course of study, profesi-;ional certifi
cates were givea as a recognition of professional ach anceu1ont a11d standing. 
and all such persons were released from future atteudan<·e. This plan receiYed 
tbe hearty endorsement of the educators who investigated its ,vorkings, and its 
advent "'as specially encouraged by all those counties "' here the other plan of 
interesting the more suverior teachers had heen e1nployed, an,l " ·here advanced 
branches were already introduced. In Decemher. 1880. the ~iate Teachers' .A.s
sociation appointed a com111ittee to assist the ~tat.o ~uperinten<lent of 1~ublic 
Instruction in the preparation of a course of studj for grat.lecl institute:--. The 
,vork of the eon1mittee was done so well as to be adopted, at onee, in a nun1her 
of counties, and suc.:h success and satisfaction attended the new kind of i11sti
tute that the State 1'eacbers' • \ssociation. in 1884-, gaye its heartJ endorsement 
of tbe modified sy::item, and instructed the 1\.dvisory Board of tlle :Eel ucational 
Council to co-operate with the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, and 
make such modifications in the rourse published in 18b0 as experience and the 
demanus of the times ·would justify. Fron1 this time all the more enterprising 
counties have maintained graded institutes, confor1niug generally as to course 
of study, but differing greatly as to the priYileges and exen1ptions granted to 
those who complete the v.·ork required. 

8. TIIE ENROLL:.\IEN'!' AND TUE P'l N .\.NC:ES. 

The first year under the law of 1874, institutes were beld in 92 of tbe 9~ 
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countie:::; of the State, enrolling 6,774 persons, and costing for instruction and 
incidental expenses $16,452.73, leaving a balance on hand in the institute fund 
of $2,479.32. In 1886, institutes were held in every county of the State, enroll
ing 18,026 persons, and costing for instruction and incidentals$49,780.90,leaving 
a halance of $16,361.3,5. 

T h e conductors of these institutes where t hey are not County Superintend
ents, are paid about $-50.00 a ,veek for their services, t llou ~h there are rare cases 
where $60.00 and even more have been paid. I nstructors are paid from $20.00 
to $.50.00 a week, accorcling to tbeir professional reputation, and the amount on 
han d in the institute fund. There is no line of educational "·ork \Ybere remu
neration is more liberal and the financial condition insures the best talent if 
proper care and wisdom is used by the County t:,uperintendent. 

9. TlI.E PH.E:,O:ENT C.:OXDITION OF T H E NOR}L\.L INSTITUTE. 

Fifteen years of experienre in this kind of work have passed since the 
founding of the norrnal institute. Fifteen years, they have been, of experi
n1enting, of modifying, of honest endeavor to better the teachers in scholarship 
and t raining. In these fifteen years the number of teachers in the State bas 
been doubled, wbile the educational instrumentalities that can be used to pre
pare teachers have 11ot been increased as mucb as the times and the needs de
mand. The State has founded and fai rly supported the normal school, when 
she should have. at least, four such institutions doing regular \VOrk in the 
special education of teachers. There is a dearth of well qualified teachers of a 
good grade and of good clf'velopment and training, such as the normal institute 
cannot equip ao<l prepare in its limited time and with its limited resources. 

The present norn1al institute is not up to tbe gradf' that it is possible for it 
to attain. Considering its or,portunities and the length of time it has lleen in 
existence, its progress has be~n very slot\'. and at ti mes at an evident stand
still. J>erhaps the most injurious influence that it has to contend against is the 
constant change in thf' rounty superintendency, and tbe consequent change in 
policy and plan Lhat ha~ 01ade it often unsatisfactory to those who are desirous 
of bring henetitted. Considering the supreme authority granted the snperin
tenc1ents in thr organization and ma1n-1i:;eroent of the institutes. an<l kno,ving 
the brief offieial e'\istc•nce of 1nost of them, it is a wonder lhat the great inter 
est:::; at stake are not more hampered and neglectPd. System is all ,vell enough, 
but it c,u1not be n1ade a substitute for ::-kill and ex1)erience. There is no "'Ork 
in an ecluealional line as likely to suffer fro1n lack of skill and experience as the 
normal iu-;titute, and it is to-day. to too great an extent, a field for experiment 
and for wHste of energy. 

There are institutes and h1stittttes. Some excelle11t, scnue good, son1<> fair, 
s01ue poor; all clain1ing to he organized aecorcling to the best plans known, ancl 
to be all that enterprise an<l effort can make them. The chiet' cause for these 
n1arked differences in the character of the v,ork done by these institutes is due 
to the fact Lbat institute conducting is not assumed to be professional work, but 
official work, ancl henc•p to he announced as conductor uf an institute does not 
mean anything at all that can be specially defined. Nothing could add more to 
the improvement of the nor1nal in~titute than a close super~•ision of the ap
pointment of those \Ybo are to conduct and to instruct in these short sun1mer 
schools. No one Rhould he permitte<.l to assuu1e sueh a place of importance and 
of usefulness as a ronductor "'ithout good accurate scholarship, extended ex
perience as a teacher, ancl also experienee as an instructor in institutei-. Con-

• 
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ducting should n1ean cxecuth e skill, a kno,vl('clge of 110\'r to -.1) ulanage as to 
economize time, and spt-cial ability as an instru<'t·or i11 pr11fP-..sio11al subjec·ts. 

The interests of the "'ork. the iu1porta11ee of the l1011rs tu he e111ploye<L the 
:-ize of the classes to he instructed, all ,Youl1l txa('t tl1P. 11tJu11:-.t, can· in the selec
tion of those who instruct. and a~gh:;t the concl u<'t<'r. l'olic·y and political favor 
:,bould he refused the control over such appointn1e11ts. as thf' tinll' has certainly 
come to require that institute instructillg n11cl c·o1Hl11cti11g· shoul1l l1t· purely pro
fessional '<''Ork. 'l'be Stale should 11io1 <' <'arefnlly supt·r, ist} th<· spl<•<'tion and 
the appoi11tmeut of those persons, ancl none should 1i~ allo\\·Ptl such po!->itions 
v.•itbout the closest oflieial scrutiny of their titness for :,;11ch place;-; of trust and 

usefulness. 
The nonnal institnte has done a great ,vork. l111t il is 1·ap:ilih: of cloiug a 

1nurh greater \\'Ork Considering lhe greatnesH of the t1elcl, the 1·xi!{encies of 
the times, the li1nitations as lo time and as to eXJH1 11s1• fur the tl'acher. it has 
clone a work bt>yond an) matbe1natical cou1putr1ti1111. :\h,diticatio11s "·ill co1ne 
as tin1es and needs change. 'l'he Io,va tf'ac11f'rs, s11peri11le11clents. and people 
are al\Yays ready to makr ch n1~e;; tlu1t \\'ill arld to thP po\\·t•r ,11111 ilH• rfl1ciency 

of the public schools. 

BERR \tl\i:\.N JE~:\l?\( ~S. 
FillS'l' SCHOOL TEACHER TX 1O\YA, 1S3u . 

. A .. t an early clay autl hefore any settle111ents had bee11 1natle by • .\.llleriean:s in 
Iowa, there was a Fort Ed,vanl::, and a su1all settlr1nent at ,varsH,v in Illinois, 
at the foot of the Des Moines Rapids. There \\ as another nt tlH· head of the 
rapids, on the east bank of the Mississippi riYer at a placl' l'alled < 'on1merce, 
later "''ben it bad been bought up by the ~lornions c·alled as no,v) Nauvoo. 
Before the era of the 1Jonnons, .\..n1erica11 people harl cro\\'d<'<l oYer the riYer. 
and located upo11 tht' ''llalf-13reed Tract.'' <•mbraciu~ the \,·hole or the present 
county of J,ee, a,nd tbe only portion of the distri<'l open tu settlement. 11any 
of these people bad fa1nilies and r hil<lren of a school c1ge, for whom they sought 

the aid of a teacher. 
The parents of young ,Jenuings \\ere thPn residing nt < 'on11nercE:', Illinois, 

and their son was induced to enter the pron1ised huut aud teach ·'the young 
idea (not Indians) though they ,vere as 

"Thick as autumnal leaves that stre\\' the brooks 
In\' allambrosa' 

how to shoot.'' All tbis and more he did, comm~ncing in Oc-tober and closing 
bis ter1n \vith the yea,r 1830. During these long, and they 1nust have heen 
weary months, the young pedagogne read medicine ,vith bis ehief patron, Dr. 
Isaac Galland, v,rith whom he boarded and in whose house be "kept school." 
Of bis previous history "'e 1<now but little beyond this: Ile was born in Jessa.
mine County, KentncKy, Jnne 16, 1807; ren1ovecl with bis parents to Illinois 
some time in the twenties, where he married in 1838, and subsequently l0cate<l 
in Burlington. In 1847 he joined the overland e1nigrant train,,vestward bound, 

and later found a hon1e 
" \Vbere the Oregon rolls bis flood to the sea,'' 

and locatel~ and still lives (lSSR) an octogenarian at Oregon Uity, honored and 

• 



• 

, ,. I' 11 LY· L )fl I -~ , rOR)L\. . 10\Y .\ ,.~ 

' . ~·~~~ 
' ~ ~~ ~,~ ~ 
~ ~ . ~ 
' ~ ~ ~'& ~ ~ ~ ' ~ ~ ~' ~ ~ ~~"" ,/" ""~~~~. 

' ~~ -- . ~ "' ' 

• 
... , 

-? 

.. - --

'•' '-' 'N ING S. e far-off land. . :--: ., ,.,, ·' · . . t one nEn l!'l :'.\I,\. t )-day Ill tll<l 
ettlC'rs of < 

d the 
5 

. • 
' the pioneers ~'\ /h-sl le«ctie,·. . the sower, weep111". respected hJ memory of r,m a ."steps goes tor th asures leave. 
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STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA. 

llY ,J. J,. PlGK\l:D, LI,. II. 

IIIS'fOR\'. 

Like all siinilar institntions it had it!:! be~i1111iug i11 a C<.111~re:..sin11al 1•1Jal't-
111ent providing grnl:f'rrlly for the> gift of t\\'o to"·nship~ nf I:-u11J to t>a1•h ~tatP or
ganization out of public territory-aud a~aiu s1,r•eilieally to Io,va lir~t in 1~40, 
and after,var<l in 1846. 

The land thus grantecJ. amounting to -Hi,ll~l' arrt•s, \\as 11,ostly s11l1l at an 
early clatP. The, 1lrst ~L00ll aen•s yieldc·,t oaly :,3 . ."io p1'r n1·re on an averagt>. 

The Sta tf' afterward ga \'P lo thP T' 11 i\ er::;ii y 1,1;1111 aen·s of i;ali Ill' l:u uls. anc.l 
so1ne saline lautl eontraf'ts of little Yalue. J ,ess I IJ:111 1i,OOO arrt>B ol all ln11<ls re
n1ain un:-;ol,l. a11d the prod11c·ti\'C fund realized fnH11 :-ult•:,; is lint liltl•• rnore than 
$200,000. 

February :!:i. I&!,, all act ,v;is approved locatin!{ th«· .--tat.• l'ni\'l'rsity at 
Io,Ya City . ''"·ilh snch l>ra1H·IJes as the puhli<· c·o1n c·11ie11c,~ ,nay n·quin•:· Fif
teen trustet:.>s "'ere appointed. and 110 steps W<'rt• take11 tow:,nl 11rg.i11izin~ the 
1Jnivrn,ity until 184H," hen thP Legislature authorized tl11• u::-.tahli:,,li111ent of one 
branrh at Dul>11<1ne and another at .l<"airtiel1l. a11d thrf1P 11ur1ual ~c:hools at ..1:\Il
clre"'· ()skaloosa and ~It. l'leasant. 'l'lle ·'Fai1tield ltra111·li."' tl1e c,nly nnc or
ganized of tile two, maintaine1l a fet-hle <•xistP111•p till Jt<ia. X11n11al schools 
\Yere organized at .\ndre\\" and Oskalonsa , hut ,vithou( 1· 11i\'er:,ity 1'1111,ls. oHly 
$-500 being donated each hy the :--tale. 

By the consti~ntio11 of JS.,i the t Tni\'ersity \\'a:-; l,wated JJr,•111u11c11tl!1 at ltnva 
City ''\Vithout liranclles." 

l\-1arl'h. 18-,0. the l ' niversity ,vas opened f1)r ~i:\:t1•1·11 "'e1•ks. I>uringthat 
term I,oran .\ndrf'\Ys, of Oliin, \Yas electP<l Pre:-idPrrt hut 1h•cli11P1l. t 'pon July 
JG of the satne year •. .o:\.u10s l>ean, T,L. D. , nt' Ne"' "\'orl,.w:,s 1•ll'et!'1l l'liaucellor . 
. After fo11r yt·ars 11ocninal couueetion with lh<· lr11i\'1•1sity, during \\"hich he ad
vised \\'ith the Trustees. he presented a pla11 nf orga11izalion hnviug th·e philo
sophical and four sc·ienlific 1leparime11ts: <:ha1n·1•1l11r l>ea11 n·sig11ed. 

l rnrler th<' 0rganization by all\ il'e of <'h:ll1<'ellnr I>e:111. IIPnry :-;, \\relton: .\.. 
~1., aetecl ns l'rofessor of ,\.1H•1r,nt l,all l-{11agl':;: .\lt•'l:an<lcr ,J11linsto11, ,\. bl. 
~IatlH•tnatics; ,John \·an \ 'alkc11b11rg. Princip:11 l\111111111 S<'hool. nnd E. ~1 
G·nfliu, l>l'incipal Preparatory SC'hool. 

<'hanges ,vrre n1acl<> at c·lo:-e of year l8i-J,J ,in. '\'ht>l'l'h) Uu•n· \\'ere added to 
the };'acuity .J. 1'.I. :-,tone,~ atural l'ltilosophy. and ( ;porg,• H. Perkins, ~Iatbe
maties. in place of .. \.lt>xa1ult>r ,Johnston. I> . 1'"'ra11kli11 \Yells, ~(>rtnal Sl'hool. in 
place ot .J. \ an\ alk1·nliurg. 

Professor'> \\'{'lton and (~ullin \\ere retained. 

James Ilall , .A. l\I., a11d .Josiah \Vhit11£>y .• \. 1L. \\'Crl' n•tained. though it 
does 11ot appear that f'ilhPr e11gagC'tl in teac·hi11~ during the )ear 1855 '5!i. 

C'bancellor I>ea11 rc('eived no con1pt> 1sation for his serYicc>s exeept ror ex
peuses incnrrcd in t\\·o or three\ isits to lo\\ a City. 

Six professors ser, ed until .. \pril :!.i, 18-'>H, ,vlu~u the l nhersit~ " ·a:- closed, 
except the Normal OeparttnPnt , which "nx opl•npd Septen1her, lRf>H. 

Septe1n hl'r, l S!iO, \ritnessp<J the re-organiza,t io11 of tho l T niYersity. ,Yith 
' 

• 
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8ilaR Totten, D. D., of ('ouuecticut, as President. The reorganization en1-
bracecl three philosophical and three scientific clepartn1euts-the normal <lepart
n1ent re1naining as a separate organization. 

In 1862, D r. Totten resigned, a nd was succeeded by l)rof. O. M. Spencer, 
•rhe abolition of the Boarcl of Edncation in 186-l- left the lTniversity in the bands 
<>f nine trustees. of ,vbic:h body the Governor of t he State and the President of 
the t'nh erbily were c..1:-officio men1bers. 

I n JSH,5 an il111>ortant c:hHnge ,vas made, and three departments, preparato
r y, nonunl and co1legialc, were instituted. 'l'he Collegiale Department eru
hraced t "'<'f e1n1rses- classic-al and seien ti fie-with four classes in each. 'l~hree 
year:- of the scit•ntilic course entitled the student to the degree of B. S., aud an 
add it ion al year to the degree of 13. Jlh. Four years of classical course ended in 
the degree of.\. J3. The normal eour~e was limited to two years-all elementa
ry stu1lies of that course heing transferred to the preparatory departn1ent. 

In 18Hti President ~peu('er had leave ot' absence for foreign travel, and l)rof. 
N. 1{. 1,conarcl, .\... 11., was n1ade .President p,·o te1n. a ncl co11tinued to serve in 
this ,•,ipaeity until June, 18!i8- Dr. Spencer having resignetl in the mea,ntin1e. 

1'.1arch, 18H8, .Ja1nes 13\ack. D. D., of P ennsylvania, ,vas elected J>resident , 
a1ul entered upon his dnties the folknving Repten1lJer . 

.. :'i..pril 11, J.~70, by an act of the Legislature the Board o f Trustees " 'as re 
1llaceu lJy a "Board ot l{cgents.' ' ,viLl1 the Governor. Superintendent of Publie 
lnstrn<'tion, and the 1>resitli nL of the l:"niversity c.c-o:tficio member::;- and one 
men1\Jer frou1 eaeh < 'ongressional district of the State . 

.. \..ugnst, HfiU, Dr. Black rcsigne,1 the presidency, taking effect the Decem

l>er following. 
March, J '-ji l , ("{eorge 'l'hach<•r, D. 1)., of l o"'a, "'as elected President, and 

l1egan his <lllties in °\..pril. 
In 18,:-l the ~or111al l)epart111ent was discontinued, and a course in didactics 

\Ya:-- iutro<luced into tbe senior year of the Collegiate l)epart1nent, leacli11g after 
t"·o y<"ars nf sncce:--sfnl tenf'hing to the degree of Bachelor of f)idactic:s . 

. Tune, 1'-.,7, the relations of Dr. Thacher as P rfsident ,Yerc ter1ninated, and 
Christian \V . :,;;Jagle, a me1nher nf the Board of 11egent:-, "as <'lected President 
until tlu· Board should choose a snc:c:essor to Dr. ThaC'her. 

Lb,~. The preparatory <l<'partrnent ,\. as abolished. 'l'" o c·oui-ses. classical 
~\n(l :-;l'iC'nlilie. \\'l'r<' established in the Collegiate l)epartmc>nt \Yilh four classes 
i.n vach, tlie foriuer l<'atling to the degrees of ]1. ~\.. and B. Ph., (the stud) of 
( ~ 1vl'k rl'qnirl'll fur lhe lirsL). The degr<'e" conferred in the scieotifi<' course 
"·ere B. ::--... tud <..". E. 

Juul·, lbiS, .J1)siah J.,. l'iekanl, of I llinois, "as elected 1>resideut an<.l re-
:-igued ill lS~,. 

Charles \ . :--.chaeffe1, l'h. 1>., of :New \'ork, "·ac; elected to the olli.ee ,,hich 
he no" boltl:--. 

l n J'-;SH a ehaugt:' ,,as niade in the l~oard of l{egents hy taking from the cJ:, 

QJJici" Dll'Inbers. the Pre~ident ot the l Tni\ er:sity. 

PROFF.SSIOXAL DEPART)IE"NTS. 
L.\\\- DEl'.\ RT)tF;XT. 

Pro,isions for opeuing the I,a,, Department \Yere made .June, 186,',, an<l in 
~epternber of that ye,n lhe La,y SC'hool of Des 11oines ,Yas transferred to Io"·a 
Cil), and was n1erg:e<l i11ll> the Law 1><'1 a1 in1ent of the ~tate l Tnh·ersity . 

• 



.. 

31H 10 \\' A XOR)IAL .\[( 1N'J'JI LY. 

) fEDICAL l>El'.\HT)l.1!:'S'J'. 

T his department was organized October l8i0-(the u,edical ~chool at Keo
kuk having beld a quasi connection with the l'uiven;ity at Hll earlier date and 
retaining it for a short time after 18i0. J 

TIO)lEOl'.\.TllfC )lEDJ(.\L IHCI'.\ H'l')IEN'I'. 

T bis cleparlment "'as organized in acconlauce \Yith legi:-ilatiYt' require1nent. 
,vitb tvvo chairs in 1876. 

E'.':<H:-lI<;EHf-:S-H DEP \ U l')fl<'.',;'I'. 

Organized in 18iH and n1erged in scientific eo11rse i11 18,8. 
l)ENTA T, DEP \ HT\lE"- l, ~ 

.~fter two years indep€'ndent existence, and t\\'o year:- pa1 tial <'Onnection. 
this department heca1ne a co1npone11t part or the l rniver.sily in 11'!S•i. the :::;ala
ries of the professors bein~ paicl out of the appropriation fur 1~...,g for the 1ears-
1884 and 188,), after deducting tuition fres preYiously rPc·ei\"1•,l by tht>tn for the 
t\vo vel'"lrs ahoYe na1necl. . ' l'Il.\[{)I ~\Cl<.:l'TIC.\ L lH~I' \H1':\IEN'I'. 

Organized independent of {'niYersity. so far as support is <·oncen1ed. 1H86. 
STATE AID. 

The Cougressional grants of lands in, e8ted as a per1nauent fu111l ,tntl 'l'u
itions ha Ye not been sufficient for support of th(• l Jni Yersity. ..._\ ppli.c·a lious have 
Leen made to the I,egislature frotn tilne to ti111e for aid ht 1,11ilcli11gs a11<1 in eur
r ent expenses. T hese appeal:-:; ha\'e resulted as ftillo\,·s: 
185i-For Oskaloosa Normal School,. . . . . . . . . . ....... .......... ........ $ 1.000 

1.000 
:{,000 

'. 1\ )}(11'0"'" • . " . l'l • ♦ • o o • o • o I o • • o • o • o o • • 0 o • o • • o o 

1858 " Repairs. . ....... .. ........... .................... .......... . . 
" N e\v Building, (Sou th l l all ,) .................................. . 10.000 

.s,ooo 

.s.ooo 
20.000 

18UO '· Additional l{epairs. (from Saline Funtl,). . . . . . . ............. . 
' 4 _._\pparatus. (fron1 Saliue Fun cl, ' ........................... . 

l 8G4 ·• New Building, (Chapel or North Ilall ,) ...................... . 
Iowa City contributert 1natenHl valued at $3,000 

1866 
( For C'omp}etio,1? of North II all. ... _. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 .000 
t ·· Ileat1ng S1ate Roof and R<"pa1rs..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.000 

18G8 •· ll,epairs ancl to increase efficiency, ............................ :!0,000 
1870 '· :-4uppori of l lniv1>rsity ............. ............ .......... :!5,000 
18i2 " Increase of Salaries and for '-Upport of {JniYl'rsity and Iievair~ 52,H0O 
1874 " Current Expenses,............... ..... . . ................... -16.000 

r • , , , " '3 35-l 8,..f ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . "t• ' I 

~ ') 1 " Ilomeopatbic Medical I>ept.,... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 4. hiO 

18
-
8 

J " ltepairs,. . . . . . . . . . . . ................. .......... ............. 10.000 
' t '· Per1nanent annual Endo\Yn1ent, ............................. . :!0,000 

-, " t.Iedical 13uild ing, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . ......... 30,000 
1882 

1 
" Repairs and Enlarge1nent.. . . . . . . . . . . . . ................ . ...... 10.000 

, '' I ncome Fund. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,000 
\ " Scien~c Building _and Fnrnishing. elc· .. . ......... . ............ ,59.600 

1884 
1 

" Tiep~1;'s and Refngf'rator for ~l ed l>ept.., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.900 
, " Add1t1on to .. \ nnual Jlermauent Appropriation..... . . . . . . . . . . 8 000 
, ·' DeficienQ'.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . ~0.000 

188G 
1 

" Uurrent .c,xpenses... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .................. . ......... 30.000 
, •· Dental Departmeut... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,000 r " Current Expensf'S,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... . ................. 40.000 

1888 1 ',: ~~~~t~:;1 .• ~~,1 Pb;•sicai ·A 1;1;~i·att1s·... . . . : : ..... : : : . : : : : : . : . : : i:~8~ 
I_ " Engineering Course,. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,000 

This last appropriation is payaLle in four inslall n1ents-the first only 
paid in 1888. 
The total an1011n t appropd a ted by the State outsidr of J<:n dowmen t F u nds!ii447 ,2-57 
Endowment Funds-$20.000 for 10 J rs., $8,000 for 4 yrs... . . . . . . . . ....... 282,000 

Tot al appropria lions to 1888... . . . . . . . .. . ..... .. ................. . . $70fl,2-57 

• • 
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Of this total appropriation there has been paid into the Cniversity 
Treasury, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............ $670,257 

AYailable for 1889-90 .................. . .................. .... . ...... 39,000 
' 

$709,257 
Of this total a1uount nearly $17-5.000 has heen used in buildings and repairs. 

\\' ORK A.CC011IPLISHED . 

.Permanent ImproYements ................ . . ... ..... . ............ .... $175 000 

.Libraries. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. . ................... 20,000 volumes 
.\.pparatus estimated....... .. .... . . . ................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,000 

Museum an<l \ 'arled (.. 'ollec1ions-the largest \Yest of 1Iichiga.n, antl is of 
special Yalue in n1atters of illustratiYe teaching. 

GRADUATES. 
Normal Department .............. .. .................. . ..... .. ......... 185 
Collegiate D epartmenl ..... ... .............. .... ...................... 593 
La VI· Department, ............... ... .... ... .. .. .. . . . . .................... 1316 
Medical Department . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... . ....... .... .............. 494 
.Homeopathic 1-ledical l)epartment . .. ..... ..... ..................... .. . . .. 113 
Dental Departn1ent ... ................................. . ................ 100 
J>harmaceulical Department.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Engineering Department.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . ............. .... 2806 
The lTniYersity at this ,vriting, Dec .. 1888, has-

J>rofessors em ployed full time,. . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . ...... ... 30 
Ass b, tan ts " " ·' . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. 12 
J j brari an ·' '· " . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1 
* Assistants ~111<1 l .. ectnrers part ti rue, .................... . ........... . ...... .. 14 
l ,ibrnrians. La"· and b1et1ical part lin1e .................................. .. 4 

Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61 
*In nu-,n~· caHes for a fev.' lerture~ upon special subjects. the Departments 

are proYided as follo,.r~: 
l'rofessors and A.ssi:;tants 

including Librarians. Students. 
Collegial e. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... ~~. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... 253 
La"'. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92 
Medi<.'al.. .. . . .. . . ...... . ........ 14 .......... .......... ............ 120 
liomeopathic 1'1edical. . ....... ... .. .. 8............... . . .. . . . . .. . . . ...... ~, 
Dent al . . . . . ..... .. ...... ..... . ....... 16*. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,O 
l.)har111aceutical . . . . . . .............. 4 ............... . .. ......... . ......... 1.5 

T otal ...... . ... ....... .. ..... .. .. 73 ............ ....... . . ........ .. ..... 577 
t Dednct rr~•ice Counted ...... ........ 12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . n 

61 568 

For the first tive years after reorganization of University the average en
rollu1ent in College Classes was 20. For the last the years ending June, 1888 , 
249. 

THE PRESEKT CONDITION' OF 'fHE STATE F.NI\'ERSITY. 

Since the State UniYersity of I ovra belongs to the people of the State, and 
i~ intended for their benefit, it is proper that they should keep themselYes in-

. 
*All but two ure in other depo.rtiuents also or o.r e employed as De1nonstrators for brief 

time. 
tProfessors lecture to students of several departtnents, cbieflv :Medical Homeopathic 

i t edical , Dental ancl Pharmuceutical. Student6 nlso are enrollecl in two depCtrtmcnts in 
nine cnscs 

I 
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formed as to the general condition of affairs al that institution. ,Vl· therefore 
present the following as embodying the main points of interest. 

No recent change in tbeorganization has heen uuule, the t·ni\ersity em
bracing merely the six departments as enu1nerate1l eJsp"·ht•re. But numerous 

I r 

f 

,_ - <'ha11ges have taken 
~~-- ....,.,_ pla(_'e ,Yithin the past 

twn or tilr(•e years in 
= 
~ so111e of the special 
- Faeulties. This is 
"' 11'1itl' noticeable both 

in tl1e Collegiate and 
l)1•ntnl Faculties. 
'l'hP Colleg1ate Fac
ulty contaius fou1teen 
fu 11 prof es:::.ors and 
:;Pvc 11 assist ants. Of 
this n un1 ber four only 
hatl l'-er,·ecl more than 
three year:::. at the be-

ginning of the current college year. 8inre tllere is uo Prt-paratory Department 
of tbe l:niversity all of these twenty one instructors are engag-rd exclusively 
in the Collegiate Department, thus rendering it possible to give instruction in 
many special lines of work, in science, in literature, in history, in engineering, 
and in other directions. During the past sun1mer tbe I>eHlal Department was 
reorganized, and in place of four full professors there are no,v but two. The 
work of the other two chairs of instruction is no,,· supplied hy a nun1ber of 
lect1u·ers, demonstrators and clinical instructors, thus givirg much broader 
scope and greater variety in the specialties taught in the Depart111ent. t,o suc
cessful bas been this change in the organization of the Department that there 
is alreacly an increase in attendance. over last ~·ear, of ,,hnosl fifty per cent~ 
the attendance last year being fifty-two. and at present se, ent~-6, e. In the 
La,'" Department a ne\.\' resident professor has beE'n alhled to the :Faculty, a 
gentlen1an of note as a ju.tist. and \Yho ,va-, formerly on thP Supren1e bench of 
,rern1ont. 

Perhaps the n1ost important chauge that has been n1t,1le 1eeently is one 
,Yhirh very materially increases the reqniren1ents fo, gra1l11ation in th<• 1Iedic
al, IIomo·opathic 1'1e<lical, and Dental Departments. In the former two, al
though a graded course of instruction extending tl1ro1tgh thrf\e years \Yas offer
ed, ue,ertheless, if the candidate clesired. be could <·01uplele the course in two 
years. and in the Dental Department the entire course ,vas finished in t\\·o 
years By recent action of the Hoard of Hegeut:-. students entering an) one 
of these Departments ,vill be hereafter rC'quiren to take three courses of lect
ures. and at the same time the lecture term " ·ill be extended fro1n ti, e to six 
montlls. Provision will be made for the proper gradalion of studies, so that 
while the student may be required to attend c1 number (lf courses t,vice it will • 
not be necessary in all cases. The courses \\ ill be so arrangell that the more 
general and elementary ,vill be taken early in the course, and the n1ore ad
vance<l and st!·ictly professional during the latter part. These changes will put 
tbe professional departments on a much higher plane antl enable the graduates 
to take higher rank than ever before. 

The amount of practical work in the various laboratories and drafting 

• 
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rooms is steadily increasing, so n1uch so that the chemical laboratory is incapa
ble of properly acccommoclating the large number of students seeking admis
sion. The State has Vl'ith great liberality erected substantial and capacaious 
buildings for the accommodation of tbe criminal classes; she has spent millions 
of dollars for the insane. But she has not encouraged as she should have done 
the higher educational deYelopment of ller youth. Though not altogether neg
lecting it, she has not been as liberal as her means ,vould have allowed. l-Ience 
it is, unfortunately, true that the accommodations at tlle State 1:niversity are 
not auch as they should be when we take into consideration the wealth and im
-portance of Iov,a. What is needed in order to put the University on a better 
footing, so that it may lle worthy of tbe State, is a larger en<lo,vment V11 bere
witb to increase, and improve, both the accommodations and the equi1)ment,. 

The total nun1ber of students in all department~ at the present time is •:590. 
ancl there is eYery prospect that the number "'ill exceed GOO lJefore the en<l of 
the college year. 

JOSI1\H L. PICKARD, ~-\. l\I., LL. D. 

,_1\1nong the promint>nt educators of the ~orthwest,no one has become more 
widely or more favon-tbly known than Dr , .J. L. Piekard. Three States haxe 
directly felt tbe intluence of bis v.·ork. Ji~ighteen years in \Visconsin, thirteen 
vears in Illinois, and ten vears in Iowa " 'here he now resides- his educational . -
career thus e1nbraces a period of .more than forty years . 

. J. L. Pickard ,vas born March 17, 1824 in 1{owley. Essex county, Massachu
setts. Ile spent his boyhood on his father·s farm, and there learned those 

,1.~b:/~ 

\ 

habits of industry, economy and tem
perance which bave characterized his 
succ(!ssful life. .After attending a pre · 
paratory school be entered Bowdoin 
College, graduating iu 184.4. Ile taught 
bis first school in 1'1 inot, :.Olaine, in the 

~~:;" . · . -w.~:: ~~--·· .J winter of 1843- '4. After graduation he 
::'1~~E{-e.-i· ~ \\ · •··,; ;> ::::- took charge of the Acallerny of North -~,'f½-.. ,,,. . . j ....... ' ,,,.,...... ·.· ~ •\'$?W' Con,vay, Ne"' IIampshire, for a short 

~\';:'; • •. ~~' t~u1e. Bnt "·ithin a )'ear he " 'as ou his 
~ ~ -~~-~~ way to,Yard the far \Vt>st. ]Te finally 

,;,~ · ·1~ ;~~&"'=' ~',~ fot1ncl liis way to Platteville, ,viscon-
/~i'~ if) .~)/' - "' sin, wbere, in Noven1ber, 18461 be took 
•f~r~ .. ~l ~ charge of Platteville • \caclerny, which 

~ ·, ~~ had not long been organized. vVhen he 
~!, opened Platteville .Aca<len1y fl ve stu

dents responded to roll ct11l on the first 
clay. But by the close of the year, 10$1 
different students hacl lleen enrolled. 
IIe:rernained at the head of tlie school 
until JS:,!1, ,vlieu it bad an attendance 
of more than three rhundred. Nearly 

twelve hundred dittert!ut students ~ere under his instruction during his thir
teen years ,vork in t,be academy. It is said that to him 1nore than to any other 
man are due the etfnrt and the interest that led to the establish1nent of a State 
Norn1al School at Platteville. 



lt was \Yhile in Platte,illt> ~\<"adt>my tl1at hP \\ 1tll 1)thens <·on,hwterl the first 
teacllers institute e, er held in Io" a. at JJuhuquP, ..1.\p1 ii. l 1~1 . 

In 18-5H 11r. Pickard\\ as r•le<·ted to the ofli1·P. of ~unerintelldent of Public 
Instruction of \Yiscunsin. a1ul he entererl upon hi~ ollieial dntiPs .Ja11uary 1. 
1 GO. \Yith relu<>tance he left t1H• dear acarle111y . But ii "a" hllpP1l that tht> 
<'hange might better his health. \\'IJich 11:irJ hec11 :;1Jt1H'"·1Jat irupaire,l by hard 
n11d prot1acted n1ental lah1r. lie thou~llt tbat nn 1hl' 1•x pil'ati1111 of hi:.-, otlieial 
term he would ret11rn to the academy. hut 011 ac·c•111111t 11f 1lirnu1e,t eye:--igltt he 
\\·as persuaded not to retun, to U1e s,·hool room. flp \\' fl, t" ice re Ph•ctt·cl to 
the office oc' i::itate ~uperinteurlent .. A.nrl in 1sn4 he rc:-;igned to a,•c1•pt the ::.11pt•r
inte111lenc~ of the publu· sc·hools ot Chicago. l)uring h is Piglitceu yt•ar~ \\'ork 
in Wisconsin h(" <li<l 1n uc·b to aclYance the :--chuul, oft liP :--tate. 1 'o hi" fore~ight 
nnd energ, wen• largely cl11e the organization of the ,ri,,ru11-..in ~t.,tP 'fen,·her-.. · 
~s~sociation. the> cstablish1nrnt of th(• ~,·i:--c11ns in .Journn lof J•:d11l'alion. a11,l the 
thorough establishment of the nor111al 1nstitutP..:s. 

,rbile in <'bieago i11 lbb6. hr was eh·c·tec.1 l'resitlt1 11t o t tlu· I ' 11h er.-.ity of 
\\'1sconsin. but feeling that he coul<l not J.,a, e hi,- ""rk i11 <'h ica~o ::-11 sol1n 
after entering npon it, hr declined. I>r. P11·ka1d rPn1ainPtl in char~e 11f the 
Chicago sc-hools for thirteen , ears. fro111 u,,..i to l~,i. l>nriug- thi-. li111e the at
trndance of these schools ,,as quadr11pled . ,nul their ,~tlie ienc., i111·rc•ast>d. In 
1 '->iO be \Yas elect ell J>resident 11f the >; ational Etl11l':itil)11al .A~so<'iation, o\'er 
\\hose nieeting he prt>si<led iu St J ... oub 1n 1s-;1. 

~<\fter resigning his position 111 Chicago he speut tlu• iollo\\'Jllg YPHr i11 study, 
lt•ctnring and re-,t. Ile \\a, n1,thing prepar,lti•H1s fur a tnp l u Europe. \\"ht·11. in 
1S78. he \Yas f>le< te<l to the presirlPncy of the Io\\',\ ~ tate l ' 11i,1•r:-ily. lle accept_ 
t•d tbt· position, wbich he held for Hint• ) (• ,1rs. In 1~~, lte re,;i!!.lll'd the 111·esI-
1le11c,. h11t he still retains a pn,fes:--1,rship in the I ' ni Yer-..i t ) the el1air ot l'olit
ica l !-le ienc·e. 

l -tHlPr tln· pre:-.i< lency of I )r. Pickard the ~ta tc- l ' 11 h er,i ty 111 111\\' :l beca111e 
1nore ,,·i1lelv and fa\·orahl_r kn ,wu than ever li c- flll'C.·. l)nri11g hi::, ten11 ot offic-e 
h1· 1·O11t'errt>1l the honors of the '-,t,ate l Tni\ ersity upon 1.-5-tfi l,!ra,lnatcs. 1'ht· ,H'· 
rou1modations ot' the t ·11iversil) io tllP "av of 11e\\ liniklinl,!:-. antl applianees 
,,·ere greatly increased undPr the aclm1nistratio11 of l)r. Pickanl. l Tn<ler his 
1nanage1nent lhe iu .... titution "as \nought to the dignity of droppinj! tlit· prepar
atory clepartn1ent. ancl n1aintaining Olli) college cla:-.,11~. 

E,ery c<luc-atioual institution and ,, ork to \\'hich I>r. l'i1·kan.l has put bis 
1nind and hearl has prospered. 

Ilis \\Orth as a roan and his rank as an eclucator are .:-ho\\'ll in the high es
tt.·ero in \\bieb he is h(•ld in tbe educational cirt"lt•s of out <'ountry. l)nce hon
ored \\'ith the presitlen<"y of the Xational Educational ~\ssociation, and t,vic<> 
ele<"ted to the prC'sitleocy of the .Xational Educ·ational < ·oun<"il. the highest edu
eatioual organjzation in tb<' land. once· in 1'-hi and a~ain in l~t S. At the an
nual meeting of the lo\\·a ~tate Teachers' A .. ssoC'iation in 18S7, he \Vas ele<'ted 
presideut for the meeting of 1888. The n1anner in ,vhich be presicte1l oYer thi:--
111eeting at Des lloines gi\•es it a mark of distinctiou among the assoctation 
meetings of thr State. for profit, for interest and for husiness 11ispateh. 

1>1. l'ickarcl presents a Cine personal appearance. I I is bearing. nuu111ers and 
(·on,ersation are pleasant. 'l'o n1eet biln ancl tall" ·with hin1 1s profitable and 
enjo~ ablt>. He is one of Go1rs noblP ,vorkers in tht:> cau:-;e of t"ducation. 

Dr. l'ickard \\'as 1narried 1\ugust 24, 18-li. at ~P,vark. Xe\\· Jprsey, to Cor-

• 
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Heli;1 \'an Cle, e ,roo<lhull. 1'hey hail three children, .\li<'e, Frederick and 
1''anny, all born at Platteville. Alice died tluriug the fa1uily·s residence in 
Cbi,·ago. 1\I rs. J>ickard is belovetl by all ,vho know her. Her husband's success 
is largely owing to ller worth an<l ,vise <'ounsel. ..,\11 the honors he bas earned 
she drserves to sha.re. 

CHARLES .\. EG(;ERT, .\. l\I., PI-I. D. 

Prof. :Eggert "',\S born in 1Iagdcburg, Saxony, l'rnssia, ()ct. 1, 183,'5. ...\fter 
studying at the college of his native riLy he vvent to l{erlin and entered the 
t·niversity there, thence to the 1Tniversity of lleidleberg " ·here he took the de
gree of Doctor of Philosophy in lS.5-L .\(ter graduation he spent two years in 
th<' ::;tudy of .A.rt, principal\\ in Italy and Paris. In the sum111er of 18i59 he 
traseled eAtensively iu Euglau<l. In the latter part of that ) ear he came to 
.\merica and Yisited a brothe1 at La Crosse, ,,isconsin. Ile did not expect to 
remain in America "·uen he came. But aflcr a tiiue be ca1ue with his brother 
to I>eht\vare Co., Io,Ya, ,vhere they together purehasell land an<l began farrn-
tng. 

'-

In lS!t~ he• began tea<'hing in thr lligb 8chool al Da,yenport. In 1864 he ac
ceptec.l the position of book-keelier in the 11uscatine National Bank where he 
re1nained ten months. ln l!_.,eh. 181>-> be accepte<l the call to the l'rofessorship 
of 11odern lAtngnages in lhe Iowa ~tate Unh rrsity, and has since held that 
position, no\Y serviug his t\,·enty-fourtb sear. 

In 187£> Prof. J<Jggert nu\<le a trip to Eurone and Yisitecl all the principal 
European lTuiversities, au,1 atleodec.l lectnres at tboso fa1nous garden spots of 
learning in Berlin, Paris and Heidleherg. 

Prof. Eggert ,.,-as 111arried to Sophr 11. French of 1\fuscatine, in 1867. In 
that year he rec·ei,•ecl the degree of ~I. ~\. from Princeton College. This was 
pro ha hly rlue to his "·idely read articles ou Political Economy pu olisbecl in all 
the leading Ea.,tern .Jo1trn,\IH. through wbicll he became acquainted \Vith the 
,Ye 11 kno" ll political Econo111ist, llenry C. Carey. 

ExtensiYc travPL ohserYation ancl study have ghen Prof. Eggert a Vl'ide 
and intimate kno\vletlge of the affairs of the ,vorld. espeeialJy of Europe and 
~\111eri<'a. Ilis mind is a storehouse of learning ,,·hich he bas at ready com
nul.nll, ancl ,vhicb 111akes him ,vith his refinement and eulture a strong man for 
the 1'nh·ersit~ of lo"',t. 

.-\:\IOS ~.\. ClTRRIEl{, .\. JvI. 

It has been nearly thirty-t,vo J ears si..nce 1½:ofessor Currier came to Io\\·a to 
t-ngage in the educational work. Ile is of :N"e~· England birth. Born in Ca
naan. X. II., Oct. 13, 1832. .\t tbe age of eighteen he entered Dartmonth Col
lege. an institution that •·tor almost a century bas prosecntetl its great 1nission. 
graduating such men as Daniel "\"Vebster, I~ufus Choate and a host of others 
who baYe gained nalional or v,orld-v\' lde reputation.·· 

A.~- Currier can1e to Io,va in 1857, ancl entered <'enlral 1' niversity, at 
Pella, as Professor of .Ancient Languages. 

In _\ugust, 1:--Gl, he left the class room to enter the battle lielcl in defense of 
his country. Ile enlisted in the 8th Io,va Infantry. and \\'as \Yith the regiment 
in all its battles until .\..pril, 1862, \Yben be \vas taken prisoner at J>ittsburg 
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Landing. After a tedious captivity, he "'US excbauged, and. in 1863. went into 
the 11th Mi~souri regiment until the close of the \var1 in 18G5, when be returned 
to Pella, and again took his place in the "Cnh ersity, where he remained until 
1867, when he was elected to the chair of .Ancient I,anguages in the Iovi.•a State 

University. • 
Professor Currier is still in the State University, serving his t"'enty-second 

year. Since 1869 bis work has been in the Latin Language and Literature. l 

He has filled his place all these years ,vith en1inent satisfaction and credit to 
the University. 

Prof. Currier Vi'as married in 18H8 to Miss Celia 1\. ?vloore. a~ \'ienna, Ohio. 
Miss Muore had been a teacher in the Uni\·ersity at Pella. 

In 1875 Prof. Currier, in company with Prof. L. F. Parker. of tbe State Un
iversity, made a trip to Europe, which was ,L pleasaut and protitahle vacation 
from the tedious duties of the class room. 

"Latin Suffixes" is the title of a book by ,\.. N. U1n-rier, published oy Eld-

ridge & Bros., Philadelphia. 
Prof. Cw-rier bas frequently taken part in the program~ of the State 'l'each

ers' Association, and his papers form some valuable contributions to the pub

lishe.d literature of that organization. 
"A cultured gentleman in his class, as " 'ell as home, he conunands, hy bis 

talents and ability, the adn1 iration and respect of those with "'horn he is hrougbt 

in con tact.' ' 

THOMAS H. McBRIDE, 1\. lvl. 

T. II. McBride is a native of Tennessee. Ile is no\V and has been for ten 
years assistant professor of .Natural Science in tbe State LT niversity. He was 
born July 31, 1848. In 1854 the McB1ide family n1oved to IIeury county, Iowa. 

In 1865 T. II. McBride entereu I,enox College, liopkintou, Io,va, and "'as 
there a pupil of .Prof. C'alYin. Jie after"·ards entered 11onn1nuth (Ill.) College. 
from which lle graduated in 186H. During thi::; time he had so1ne e-xperience in 
teaching country schools in Illinois . 

..ifter graduation be took charge of a school in 11iddlesex ('onnty. :N'e,v Jer
Hey, for one year, when he returned to Mon month <'olle~e as a Professor. Ilere 
he taught mathematics aud modern langnnges till 1878, at \Vhich time ha ac
cepted the chair in the University of Io,va " 'birh be ntnv occupies. 

In 1875 Prof. ~lcBride "'as married to 1Iiss Diffenderfer of Ilopkiuton. 
;\t the World'f\ Fair at New Orleans during the " 'inter of 18S4- '->, l>rof. 

~IcBride had charge of tbe Io,va EJucational e\.hi\Jit. This he managed so 
v.rell as to call forth words of praise from all Io\va people interested iu the ex
hibit. '.rhe Iowa exhibit at New Orlea\1S " 'as the "observed of all observers;· 
and much ,vas due to the efforts of Prof. Mcl3ride. Ile is a gentleman of varied 
talents and culture. who1n it is a pleasure to meet. 

S ,:\.l\tllTEL C .. i\.LVIN I A. M. 

]for fifteen years the State University has enjoyell the ad,·antages of 
Professor CalYin's al>ilities in the departn1ent of N atura.l Science. 

Scotland ,vas his birthplace, February ~, 1840. Ile came to tbis C'ountrr 
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with bis parents when eleven years of age. Located for four years in Saratoga 
county, New York, v.•hen, in 1855, the fan1ily removed to Buchanan County, 
Iov.•a. 

From 1864 to 1860, Prof. Calvin t aught Natural Sciences in Lenox ColJege, 
Hopkinton, Iowa. In 1869 be became Principal of the Fourth Ward School, 
Dubuque. This pos ition he filled for five years, when, in 1874, be was called to 
t he chair of Natural Rcience in the Iowa State University. 

In 1864 Prof. Calvin enlisted in the 44th Iowa regiment, which was called 
out for one hundred days. 

In 18H!l he was married at H opkinton to Miss L ouisa Jackson, of that 
place. 

Prof. Calvin has made a life-long study of the Natural Science~ and is em
inently qualified for this line of work in the U niversity. He has been a regular 
attendant at the State T eachers' Association, and in 1880 he "'as elected presi
dent, and presided OYer the n1eeting at Oskaloosa in 1881. 

NATH AN R. LEONARD, A. M. 

I<'or twenty-six years Professor Leonard occupied the chair of 1Yfathematics 
and Astronomy in the State l Tniversity. He was born in Franklin County, 
Ohio, N 0Yen1ber 29, 1832, Came to Burlington, Iowa, at t he age of eleven . 
Graduated from the Presbyterian College at Burlington with t he first class 
sent out from the institution in 18,57 . H e taught mathematics and natural 
science in the C'ollege " 'hile a student. After graduat ion he went to HarYard 
as resident graduate. Ile returned to Iowa, and after teaching a year or more 
at Fairfield he was electetl Professor of 1Y1athematics and Astronomy at the 
State 1Jniversity. During his service in the University he \Vas t\vice elected 
president pro tcni. The first time was from tbe spring of 1866 to the fall of 
1868. and the last time in 1870 from the outgoing of President Black until Presi
dent Thacher ass.urned duties. 

Professor Leonard labored earnestly to pron1ote the grov;,tb and prosperity 
of the University. He ahvays took an interest in the municipal affairs of Iowa 
City, ancl ,vas for several years city ciYil engineer. 

In 1886 he left tbe University, and ,vith his ::;on is DO?.' engaged in tbe 
ne,Yspaper business in Indiana. 

STEPHEN N. FELLOWS, A. 1\1. D. D. 

During the past thirty years no Iowa educator has been more public spirit
ed., and labored more zealously outside the class-room to mould public opinion, 
wielded a greater influence in shaping the educational thought and moYements 
of tbe State, than Dr. S. N. Fellovts, so well known for twenty years as Pro
fessor of mental and moral science and didactics in the Iowa State University. 

Stephen N. Fello"'s was horn ~lay 30, 1830, in North Sandwich, N. fI. He 
• 
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i:-- the youngest of P;,,.1--,1- Nv•-." of Stephen and llachel F'«>lluws, of En (.{lish tlescent. 
Ilis ancestors \Yere among the 

. 
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~ ~/-,, 
.,:~··"" 

-. , . 
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early :-;pttlers, corniug to tbi:-1 
eouut.1y in the scveuteenth ceu
t nry. \\'hell ht; ,vas four yeaxs 
old, his l'aroily reu,oved to Dixon, 
Illi 11ois. ,vhen•. in the 1niclst of 
the priYatio11:, of a frontier life, 
his ho, hood \\"as ~pe11t. 

\V hen Stephe11 );'. \\·as hut ten 
yearH old his 1';1thP.r clied. an<l the 
l<'tll<nvs t'acnily wen· !Ptt to strug
gle ,vith poYerty u1id.-,t the trials 
and llar1lships u[ a pioneer -;ettle-
mcnt. . 

~\ 

s. ~. l''t•llo"'s thus e.irl~ learned 
to tal\.e care of hiluself, an<l he is 
a fair exa111ple of what 11u1y l>e at
tained under such <·ircnrnstances, 
by perseverance, industry. and 

.,. 
•' . 
; 

.- . energy. llis e,ir1y e<lucational 
., 

, • ~:~/'; ·,:. •• - .i.-=-•-_ • .:: -· ail vantages \Yere meagre, but 
······. · ,, '· - throughout boyhood he had a 

thirst for k110"' 1,·u~~. \Vlnch le<l hin1 lo read eagerly all books and ne,vs
papers witllin bis reach. IIard work ancl hard fare on the far111 developed a 
strong physical frame, and prepared hin1 for the strugt-{le !'or learning. ...\.t 
eighteen be entered the R ock River Seminary, at 1V1t. ~lorris1 Illinois . bnt his 
n1eans being exhausted at the end of the fonr th tenn, h(• ,vas obliged to dis-
continue bis studies in school for a time. 

In 1851 he entered the ~\..sbury, now D e Pa.uw, l ,' niv£~rsity, at (,reen Castle, 
Indiana, and uy teaching, working on the farm, and boarding hiln<;elf while at 
school, his finances enabled him to finish his course, taking the clegree of Bach
elor of ~\..rts in 185-1. l)uring his junior and sen ior years he "·as a tutor in Latin 
and Mat.hematics. Just preYious to bis graduation be ,va:s elected Professor of 
Mathematics and :Natura.I Science in Cornell College at 11t. \ rc>rnon. Io,va. 
This position be held for s ix years, from 185-1 to l ~HO. 

In 1866 Professor :E'ello\Ys joined the l!pper Iowa C'oufereuce of the nletbod
is l Episcopal ( 'hurcb. His chief desire in seeking an education ,vas to become 
a minister of the gospel, and he only engaged in teaching in order to earn 
money to enable him to enter upon his duties in tbis fielcl unen1ba1Tassecl hy 
debt. In 1860 he resigned his position i n Cornell < 'ollege to engage in pastoral 
,York, ~ind for seven years be filled ministerial charges at DyersYille , Tipton, 

l,yons a,nd 1Iarsh.all tov,rn. 
Professor Fellows v.•as married in 1856 to .tv1iss Sarah L. '}.!atson, daughter 

of Dr. S. G. Matson, of .J .. na1nosa, a lady of fine qualities and attractive ways. 
They have had six children, four of ,vhom, two sons and t\vo daughters, are 

still living. 
In .\..ugµst, 1867, by unanhnous vote, and without solicitation, he was elected 

Principal of the Normal Department in the Io"'a State UniYersity. In 1871 be 
received the degree of Doctor of DiYinity from ('ornell College . 

• 

• 

• 
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For t,venty years P rofe~dor Fello"·s occupied his position in the lTniYersity, 
an(l during that time he ""as always its zealous supporter, and \Yas thoroughly 
cteYoted to every interest of the institution. No man could have shown more 
complete devotion to every duty. He did excellent work for tbe University in 
the lerture field as well as in the class room, having worked in norn1al institutes 
and lectured in more than sixty counties in Iowa. 

A few years ago a prominent I o,va educator said through the daily press 
that he believed Prof. Fello,vs had done more to unite the TJniYersity an<.l the 
public schools of the State than any other man in the institution. 

In 187!3, through the efforts of Dr. Fello,vs, the elementary norn1al depart
ment of the University " 'as transformed, and became the chair of Didactics, 
and united with that of mental and moral science. For six years this was tbe 
only chair of Didactics in any American College or University. 

1'his chair was founded on the idea of Dr. Fellows that since a large num
ber of the graduates of the University become principals and superintendents 
of schools in the higher positions iu the State, they should have some profes
sional training, in the last years of their university course, to fit them for their 
positions. I t was found that nearly seventy-five per cent of the school princi
pals and superintendents in Iowa, receiving salaries of $1,000 and upwards, re
ceived their education in colleges and universities. and of these the number ed
ucated in the State "CniYersity "exceeds the number from all the other colleges 
and universities in Iowa." 

• 
Since the fouucling of the chair in 1873, an average of more than one-half 

the number in the successive senior classes of the University have been enrolled 
in the Didactic classes. This may giYe the reader some idea of the in11uence 
,vhich has been exerted by Dr. Fellows, in his clasR-room, on the educational 
~'Ork of the State, tlJe results of which will not be lost for generations to come. 

As a, lecturer before normal institutes on didactic professional subjects, or 
ou general educational topics, there bas not been during the past t"'enty years 
a man in Iowa whose service has been more satisfactory or more sought. 

Ever since be hegan educational \'i1ork in lo\\·a, Dr. Fellow:-; has been in 
regular attendance at the Iowa State Teachers· A.ssociation, and of tl1at bocly 
he was prt>si.dent at the Davenport meeting in 1872. No eclucator in Iowa bas 
taken a more active part in the work of this association than Dr. Fellows. In 
1884 be read a paper before the a::-sociatiou at Des 1'1oines on "The Practical 
"\'"alue of Education,'' \vhich ranks a::- a masterpiece iu the educational litera
ture of this country. It has been copied an<l re-copied by educational journals 
and nev.•spapers of nearly e,·ery State iu the l;nion. This paper as well as 
many others wTitten by Dr. Fello"·s sbo•Ns him to be a close observer, and a 
srholar of ~•ide research. Ile exhausts any subject which he takes in band to 
consider. 

Outside of educational work Dr. Fello,vs bas exercised a wide influence in 
Iowa on the temperaure question. IIis open letters on this question haYe at
tracted attention all oYer tbe land, and bave been " 'idely eopied by the press. 
Ile is president of tbe lowa State Temperance Alliance. 

In 1887 Dr. Fellows' connection with the State UuiYcrsity ,yas severed. 
Since that tune he has been in the regular past.oral ,vork of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Ile is now stationed at !Ylanchester, Iowa. Ile is still ro
bust in health, and retains all the Yigor, enthusiasm and progressiveness of 
manhood's prime. It was a great loss to the University ,vhen his connections 
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\\"l•re ~everecl tlu•refnnn. ..\s a preal'hcr in t11e pulpit be is thon~hlf11l, fervhl 
and impre~~h·e. exhibiting grc·at po\\·c•r of heart a111l hrain. · 

.\N ,\l'TO-J<;l>l'C\TlO~ \l,·HHHllL\l'llll Al. ,J.'.El'l'II OF 

" ' t• wt•re the ttr,t-lloru t·hilcl tn .Jo,lnh P11n·l11 nncl l ,nlin Hnrri-. l'nn in, 1111cl hy tht•111 

chri,tcnf'd 'T'heorlorc $11tton. Our ntl\ t•nt, W'' 111\\ e bcnr,I ou1 p11t·ent'- i;ny, wa, a littlr• 
pre11111t 11 rP, 11" It 11111 icl pu tio,I hy n few day, the• com I nil of the fh·-t 111111h•pn-u1-y of their n1ar
riRlll', 101· "hich thl•V h111\ n1T1llll!'Ptl 11 d1111hle t·t•lct,rntion. Howt•\"C't' thi~ wu, no fnull of 
onr~. a, WI' ,,.Pi)thc>d but two ••nd u 111111 pounds. un,I <'t111l•I h11,·,• 11ffPnlo,l ,., havo ,,nite•l 
nwhile. lt mnr lie o,,·inll to this i:;m 111 t'lll't th11t wu h1t,·c 111•vPr 1n11dP n big noi,., in thP 

world. 'l'hi" e,•ent of ,onu-• 

- -----.r::--:-. 
--~~ =-= 

c---, -
~ -
~ -~ 

. 

lnlCl'l'"'l toll'-, u-- well 11-- <l\11' 

pan•111~, m·1•11n•pd .l11n1111n· 
I~,. lt-17. In II 1,11111\1 ,·olU\g'(' 
11111011g I hf' ,~,.tln ....... in thl' 
thl'n 1nnll \'illnzc of l'cdur· 
,·lilt•, on the hu 11 k of t hr• 
t.·reck "' thut llllllll'. J ll"'l ht;-
1u1e 1t ,•mptit•,; into l>cl11-
wnrl' Uuy, Cu111h1•rl11 nd C'o .. 
:'.\'l•W .J,,n;cy. 'l'lu• proximity 
I•> thf> w11lf>l' 1,•cl 11"' to h·nn\ 
in hnyht1u1I to "p111l11lt• our 
o\\ n ca1u,,•:· 1111,I t\1i, \\ o 
ha\\'I' C'\ C'l' don•• ,incl' WC 

l'l'lll'hCd O UI' ,t·,·cnt•·l'll I h 
y1•11r. :,1nthc1· 111111 nil ht•r 
Jd11tln•1l w,•1 t• ot ::-t•Ofl•h ell-· 
.. ,•p11t, nnd oft he .Tolin Knox 
,ehool ol l't'l'"h' terlnn,. 111111 
d•'"('l'llilt•1l I 1'11111 I\ hrnnt•h 11t 
tin• I 1t11•ri -. f111nil~ lm·utPd In 
Hhntlc J-.11111,I in tht• eerly .-

~~ ,11,y, of l''c,loninl 1 ilnP,. 
~ :-, 1'11ther'" f111nil\' "e1·•· ~cutc•h-

- ff' 1, lri:-h, und hntl hcl'll l0111,{ 
~¼' 1•111111~h Ill tht• J,~mcrohl (,h• 

, >¼ ~ ;,\j. tu ClllC'h tht• ,pll'it lllld Clll'r-

~ ifj;,-.' -~ ~ '~~ g-y of thnt 111•1•\'0•'-IIIIJ.:llillt'' 
,. ,. ;, oil'- 1·11l'''• 1,ni1 in Inter yt>III"' 

t h1•y ,,·t•rc c•a rn, .. ,t di,d pie•-. ol .1 oil n "' l''-it•y. Thl' p1•opl<' uhou I 11, in I •u 111 h<'rllln,l t•ount.,· 
won• 11 n•ligiou, c•ommunity, 1111d thl• 1·1111ntry ,11l1,1.1utl ""'' 1nuw1l by o Ion~ cour,,• of 1\1,cl· 
plinc> hy tlH• hu-.h11ndu111u, 1111tl UlllOlll{ th1•111 \\'(' .IZ'l'O\\' to ho~ hood . 11\11" llr..:t n•,·olh-t•tion i'
thllt ot Jtoln,-r to -.('\1001 to un ehh-l'IY widow lully, dnughtl•r ot II Hl•,·nlut10111u·y olnl'l'l", who 
"l,.t•pt -.t•hool" tor littlu childrc•n in hc•r h111nc•,tt•1Hl, tht• h1t·jlt•,t IHHIM' in tht• ,·illugu . .\ho,•• 
tin• ,,•hool rnnm the• )111,011'- lwhl tht•ll· nll'etlniz:,, 11ud w1• l'11it.1t·,•11 ll"'t:d to clhnh the bron,\ 
open ... 11111·, 1111d pcc•p through the kl•y-holt•. to ·•~wr. whnt \\O l.'<•uhl ,ct•," whkh \\al'- hut lit· 
tlo, yc-t 1h11t llttll' "U'- c-nuuJCh to l'Xcitc- our d1U<1Hh c•111·!11,ity u ft•w yP1u·, Inter. V11thPr, 
\\ ho hnrl bt•en 11111,lt• 1t )hl'-<>D heton• we• w1•n· horn, 1111,I tlH· II II nll'mhor of 1\w Lo,lgt•, un,•o 
~nttith•1I our w1,h 11nd tool, ui-. into tho hnll. Th11t 11,·c•nt m11,1t• It profound 1mpn.-~ .. ion 111,011 
onr lif<', and lu Inter) !'ttr, horl' it-. fruit. Auotb~r l'\'l'nt 11uout th11t titnl' l111ppcne•l to U'- , 
whic-h chm1gPtl the whole ,te,tiuy of our lift• nnd JH'UYt'd 11 ''hh•,~illll In 1\i~l(Ui~c " 'l'hll 
"orkoll'n were rep11hlng tht• thtni 1H•rot1, th<' l'l'l'Ck, when, n1thPr thnn bl• "clnn·d'' hy tho 
hoy~. of ·our a1Ct', ,on1<' six 01· so,·t•U ye11rs, we j11111pt·d 1t·o111 the hl\nk into tho ::nnd hclo,, . 
'l'ht\t jump cdppled u, foi- life, 11nd thui- <•111lt•d tht• hope of 1nnkl111t a ot1Yhmtor of u~. 1a<1 
our tnther WIIS II Sl'll ('lllltllilll, nnd WC Wl•re hNlCt'fOrtb tle-.tined to plod 8lUOllf!' the hook .... 
tor.which we• ,oon ,levclnped 11 ~urpd,;init ta,te, ){other hn>UJtht us, tr01n thl· ,·illl\gC llbra• 
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ry, n copy of tbe large edition of Robinson Ct·usoe, which w·e eagerly de,•oured. Then 
father bought us a large copy of ,Esop s Faules, the first book we e,·er owned, (aod::now the 
prop.,rty of one of our graudsoos. l Thnt hook we koow even now "by heart." But motbe•· 
was a "devout woman," and fear,ng we mig·bt becon\e too worldly minded, next obtained 
for us, this time from her own library, "Pilgrim's Progresi;:;," "Saint's Rest," "Fla-vel's Ser-
11100:;,"' works of c;tandard orthodoxy, enough to ba,•e 1naclc a preacher or us, rather than a 
lawyer, as a1'te1· years 1n•oyed. \Ve 1·ead the Bible through each year, from our tenth to our 
twent)'•fil th year-and now regret we stopped then. The shorter cha tech ism we memor
ized before we ""ere seven. and ut th<' "day-school," we wore required to repeat it to the 
Yisitor-; of the school once each quarter, as tho te1·ms were called. Owin~ to our lameness 
w<> could not join the boyi, in their sports. Hence we were thrown much into the society 
of our motht>r, a woman possessed, in a remarkable degree, of itll the lo,eliness of the 
Christian virtues. To her we owe, under God, all the good we ha vc ever been able to o.o
complish, aided in later yf'ars by a wife much like unto her. 

When we were ten, we had not only "gone through," as was the phrase, but nutstered 
the .'lrithmetic d>aboll'sJ, SurYeying and Na,·igatioo <Guinmere's>, and what was better 
Webster's Elemeoh\ry Spelling· Book lolcl "blue-back"), for in those days we did not JlUt the 
cart betore th e horse, as educators foolishly clo in these clays, and teach children to read 
who ne,·or leitrn to ;.,pell. Father 1·cmovecl to the "New Country,'' as Ohio was called, and 
located in (. incinnati in the yctu· 1829. Here we entered tho common schools and ,;oou 
stood at the head of our cla.,s. Our instructor, ~lr. Rolley (they were not then clubbed pro
fcsi-ors> was an alu111nu-. of a New England College, and taught us Latin. At tbe examina
tion at the close of the year 18.'ll, an old gentleman, \Vil!iam \Vooclward was bis name, was 
present, and most fortnontely for us, bec·ame interested in our behalf. He had but recent
ly founded and libc1·all) enclowe<l the "High School" bearing· his name, later incorporuted 
as a l'olleuc, an<l to it he not only gaV"e us a "free-pass," but furnished us with books. We 
ha,·c ne,·er fo1·gotten him nor his dee<1 of kindness to us, and the only recompense we have 
bcou nule ro n11\ke was to "go and do likewise," i1s we have. to other'-. 1'hero we became 
p1·oflc1eut in ull the mathematical studies and in out• juniol' year, when the professor 
lfntlH'i· ol .Justice Stanley )fatthcws of the Supremo Court of the United Statesl of 1natbe· 
1nutic,-, had a three months lcaYe of absence, we were i,,elected by the faculty and t1·u:-1tces 
to in:.t1·uct his elu,-ses. 

The next year "e were elected to a position in the public schools of the city. .\. f0w 
n1onths later we were elected tempontril_r to the prineipalsbip of the 4th district and ,3cl 
wnrd <.:chool, to tht> close of the year ll-13.'L 

\\'e mndt' application tor the p1·incipttl~bip, there heing three assistants, the youngest 
nt ICtbl ftrte<>n yeu1·s out· senior, hut were told we w<'re too young, it would neYer clo to have 
a boy-principal. or tl,c one hundred or n1orc teachers tho youngest male teacher after us 
wa-. past thit·tJ, "·bile n mujol'ity was past fo:·ty years of age. But the noarcl being so well 
sati.,fied with our work, finally gave u~ the place. and nt the cloi-e of ou1· two years ser,•ice, 
-0n the 1:Jth September, 11-a,, ha,·ing ~nti'-fled the llonrd of our intended departure, the fol
lowing action wm, tnutni,nou--ly ta ken: 

Huwh•cd, That the Board o( Trustees of Common Schools entertain a high opinion oft he 
character and qualiflcations or ~Ir. Theodore S. Pur\·io, late principal teacher in t ile 4th dis
trict, 3d Wn,nl. ('incinnati, and reg-rct to learn that his proposed remo,·al (to Iowa) and pro
fe~sional en:z-agements will necessarily debar them from again aYailing then1seh·cs of his 
etllcieut and highly valued services in said schools. 

For the encouragen1ont of, and as a stimulus to all young teachers 1vho aspire to success, 
"e here relate two of the methods which led to ours, fo1· it was generally recognized that 
tbe •·boys' school" (for by this tHle the school was known) was i11 adYance of those conduct
ed by teacberR of more years and far larger experience. Immediately upon taking the po
sition tempornrily we Yisitecl two geutlernen in charge of the best priyate school in the city, 
noel couferreu with thorn. They were old and experienced teachers from New York city, 
and became greatly interested in us, and we found their tl.dYico of groat benefit to us in ou1· 
inexperience. Then we V'isited at their bon1es all of the patrons or all the departments of 
out· school, und became personally acquainted with them, especially the mothers, (we were 
too young and bashful to include the elder sisters of our boys>, and succeeded in interest
ing them and getting them often to Yisit the school, greatly to the delight of the pupils, a'ld 
the Board, too, honored us more than any of our associates "'ith fecquent visitations, and 
this made us feel atlegree of pricle that augured suocesf:. 

, 
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In those days we held teachers meetings or associations, city, county and district. At 
one of our county associations we were selected by the committee to e::,col't :l\liss Catharine 
Beecher, sister of Henry \Vard. She was of doubtful age (older than our mother), and it was 
bard to find an older man, so we were drafted into the ser,•icc, which lecl to nn acq uniutanee 
with the RO\'". Father Lyman Beecher and other members of the family. 

The same year we held a district association l\t a tcnvn between Dayton 1uHl Hamiltou, 
where Dr .. M:oGufty of school book-fame was the leader. He was President of Cincinnati Col
lege, where in the law dept1rtment we were a student, and a great fayoritc of ourt-. At this 
meeting we made our ttrst public speech, and •ve well remember bow we were> led to make the 
venture. The church in which our meetings wore held was full, and leading edu(•ators from 
far and near in the State were present. Dr. McGuffy came to us and said we must make a 
speech upon the subject then under discussion. We demurl'ed, but be insisted until we con
sented. Fortune so1notimesfavors the timid as well as the brave, aocl so came to our ai<l. and 
the Doctor rose and complimented us for not only our, iews, but the 1nanuer in wl.Jich we hnd 

presented them. 
At a public examination of-the Classical Female Academy of the l'l'ofessol' Picket lthe 

same who bad so materlnlly aicled us), we \\~ere selected as one of the examinert', and associat
ed with the best educators and most distinguished men of the city. The report we made anrl 
published on that occa-aion we have at this date, and the1·ein declare that. young ladies are 
capable of pursuing the same course of study. and sustaining them~ol\·es equally well. with 
the young gentlemen of our colleges, a fact pro,~ed by that e~amination. The papers said 
tbatourgallantry might account for what they regarded as an overwrought opinion. We 
bave never since changed the views we then held and promulgated. 

We were at once elected Professor of :Mathematics in a Female Seminary, but our pro• 
posed removal to Iowa led us to decline the position, and so we c1tme West without so much 
as ever having beard of Mr. Greeley, who later gave such good advice to young men. 

Before setting out for our uew field of hibor in tbe new territory of Iowa, by invitation 
we deliYered the address before the annual meeting of the city teachers' association (in tho 
chapel of Cincinnati College). At its conclusion we were complimented byamostdistin• 
guished Archbishop preseot,for the advanced and progl'essive views we bad presented in tbe 
educational work of the teachers in the West. This t'row so distinguish eel a prelate nnd edu
cator served to stimulate us to further activity in the cause. 

In lP.:37', when Ohio adopted a new school law, 0reating the office of State Superintendent of 
Puolic Instruction, Samuel Lewis, who was P1·csidont of the Board of Trustees of Woodward 
College, was elected, and hecommissionecl us to visit the public schools of New Yorkund the 
New England States. This we did, and reported to him in December of that year. Anc.l en
tered his office as assistant, and aided hiln in the editorial work on the "Common School Di· 
1·ector," 1l monthly journal issued from his office. In his office we la horc>d till our remon1l 

from Ohio to Iowa. 
During our residence in Iowa, now extending oYer a oc>riorl of half a century, we ba \'e c,·er 

taken the sa1ne deep interest in all educational matters. 
Commoncingour career as priYate secretary to Governor Lucas (Iowa's ftrt;t Goyernori. 

July 4, 183.~. we bad frequent conferences with him touching bis reco1nmendations in refer
ence to tho "Townsl1ip8)J8tem aR the bnsis and unit of the common schools) stem" he ~o urg-
ent!) recommended to the Legislature. 

At the third session (ls-10!, when the Legislature created the otllcc of 'forritorinl Supcriu
teodent of Public l nstruction, he tendered tile appointment to us-which we dcclinecJ. 

Rei- id Ing then at Bloomington, now Muscatine, we became u stockholder Jn the" Bloom
ington Educntionat Society." Under the act of incorporl\tion we, in 11¼0, erected the· first 
large and commodious frame school houi:-e lin Iown. Pre,·iously they had been log, and illy 

adapted to their purpose. 
In the early fiftie s we were elected President of the Board of School Director!-' of Dit:1trict 

No. 1, and erected the larget:1t brick sch.ool house of that date in the State. District No 2 
bad preceded 11s, and they were built in 1850 and 11151, and "oradcd schools" opened iu both. 

"\Vishing to secure a corps of competent teat·hers, we, by correspondence with Professor 
Perkins of the State Normal School of New York at Albany, in 1Ri>3, secu1·ed the sc1T1ces of 
)tr. D. F . Wellsaud Miss .Mary Lyon (now Mrs. George B. Dennison of ~luscatine) who with 
two others built up a first class graded sobool. Later Pr·ofessor Wells was transfor1·ed to 
tbe normal department of our State Unlven;ity (1856), and in 1!!60, upon the reo-pcniog of the 

t 
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rniversity, we again became associated with bim in tbe eduotational work as professor of 
Natural 8oiencE>-lato1· Depttrtment or History anu Political EC'onomy iu the University, 
where we remained till the sumruerof l870. 

In tho <;pring of 1~62 we becnn1e a meru be1· of the school bOtlL"d of lowa City, nnd to us is 
due the croditof recognizing at tbat onrly day in Iowa t,be rignt of women to receive the 
same salaries as ,,aid men fol' thl" same class of labor. Our resolution assigning the salary 
to the position and not the person was adopted, and under it we elected a lady, Miss :Mary 
Loi clacc, principal of one of the ward schools, and she was paid the same salary we paid her 
,\s,.:oc•iato principals (ProfE'ssor Ro1?ers of Marshalltown being one of the 1bree.) We 
were instrumental also in throwing out the old and intr·oducing the newest style of school 
furnitu l'e, and other needed improvements upon the old order of tbingi,,. 

Upon the admission of Iowa in the Union, 18-!6, ai1d the creiition of the Stntc t, niversity in 
1847, and again upon it~ being opened upon its present basis in 1800, we were elected a me1nbe1· 
or the Board of Trustees 1Re1?ents). \Ve, almost alone, were successful in defeating tbe 
schc.•tnes of the land-sharks to sell the la nus ut n nominiil price, which they did at a later day 

' (and after our time had expired), but were defeated by the Legislatu re. " ' e also successfu lly 
opposed the creation or three or more brt1ncbes, to swallow up tho funds But when we 
retired n1anr good 1ue11 resirhng in those lvcaltties succeeded in this, aod crippled the liuiver• 
sity to an ex tent felt at th Is clay, 

\Ve "helped, aided and assisted" in the org1iniztition of the lowa State 'l'cnchc1·s' A.ssooia
tion in M ny, Ji,t;j-!, and qui to recently called the attention of its members to the fact, of whlch 
all seemed uninformed. that it was two :rears older than the age assigned it by the executive 
-committee. We have been a member of it ever since, and in 1868 were elected president. 
\Vhilein 1R'i'6we had very much to do in !'ecurlng the election of the fir~t tad11 p,·esident of the 
association, ){is,, P . W. Sudlow of Dn,·~nport, who justified the choice and acquitted herself 
with a credit equal to nny of hc1· "illustl'ious predecessors." Though not now nor for seYeral 
years pa.t-t directly connected with our schoolR, we yet lend to the efforts of all engaged in 
school work on r aid to perfect tbe i-ystem whose p1·ogress and c'lc,·elop1nont we ha ,·e watched 
with great interest from the beginning in lS:38. 

IOWA STATE NORMAL SCHOOL. 
------

:RY D. ~. ''' RIGIIT, CEDAR Ji'ALLR. 

'fbc cause of public normal instruction in Iov.'a has never lacked for earn
est friends and supporters. lt early received and has often secured legislative 
recognition. By an act of the Second General Assembly, approved .January 15, 
1849, the State was divided jnto three norn1al school districti:;, and a school lo
~atecl in each: at Andrew. in Jacksou county; at Oskaloosa, in Mahaska Coun
ty; and at Mt. Pleasant. in Ilenry County. At one of these places, .A.ndre,v, a 
f!chool was opened and maintained for a few years. 

In 18-55 the appropriation ($500 per annum) was v,,ithdrawn. In the same 
year the Normal Department of the State l Tniversity was created. After a 
prosperous existence of seventeen years, during which time it gracluatf'd 185 
students, it " ·as merged into the chair of Didactics in 1873. 

From its beginning th~ teachers of the con1lllonwealth have been a unit in 
demanding the establishment of a systen1 of professional training in, and sus
taiued by, the 8tate. The members of the State Teachers' Association in their 
annual meetings seldon1 failed to pass reso1ntions in favor of such legislation. 
This demand of the teachers was ably and earnestly presented in the biennial 
reports of the Superintendents of J?ublic Instruction to the Genera} Assembly. 
lion. D. Franklin Wells, in his report for 1866-'67, says: ''To cro,vn the efforts 
hitherto 1nade for securing a supply of ,vell qualified teachers, it is earnestly re
comn1ended that there be in1mediately established a normal and training 
srhool tu1der the auspices of the State. Such an institution ,vell sustained 
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,vould herome a <'enter of influence," hence ,,:oulcl no,v streams that ,vould re
fresh ancl vivify our ,,bole eclucatiollal system." 

In tne fifteenth hie1inial report, that for 1870-'71, the Superintendent of" 
Public Instruetion. ITon. A. S. I<.issell, deYoteR sixteen pages to the subject. He 
sho"·~ in clear and forcible tt>nus the necessity antl feasibility of organizing 
such a !'\chool , or sehools. by the 8tate. Superinte11dent ~-\ber11ethy i11 bib re
port for uni-'73. appeal0d to the {yeneral Assembly in thi~ h<'half with no les::.

force and elearness than had. his predecessors. 

The ~ro\\·ing public sentiment in favor of a State Nor1ual School or Schools 
found some recog11Hion in the (:reneral .\ sse111hly in 1872, and again in 16i4, hut 

in neither case \>\'ere any definite results reached . 
. .\ like hill, to <>stablish a No1·1nal School at Cetlar Falls in the builtlin{! then 

ocenpied b) th(• Sol<liers' Orphans' IIorne. was better treated by tbe ~ixteenth 
General 1\ssemhly,, IS76 ). It ,vas ta,vorahly reported back by the committee on 
Nor111al 8chools, and referred to the comn1ittee on ,1_\.ppropriations, "hence it 
,va::; reportecl ba<'k \\'ithout recomn1Pndation. Tbe hill readily passed the ~en
ate hy a vote of ~u to ]4. In tbe !louse, ho,,·ever. it met with persistent antl 
hitter opposition. an<l hacl it not been for tlle untiring zeal antl heroit· efforts of 
Jiou. II. C. llenH•n,vay, the represe11tatiYe from lJlackha\vk county, it could 
not l1ave passed. Il was fortunate, indeed. for the surcess of the measure that 
the <tistrict loc:ally interested, at this ti,ne, in the establishment of the school. 
,vas reprP~cuted hy a ruan so able, so aggressive and so enthusiastic a~ 11r. 
IlemPn\, a', . . He" as e1uphat1C'ally ··the man for the hour." .. \ctuated nol ah)ne 
by ]o('al intere::,t, but hy a profouutl con, iction ot' the importance a11<l nece::-sity 
of the caust> he advocatt•d, hy dint of assi1luous labor an<l skilful parliatnPntary 
taetics he ,von a prond victory, an<l for hi1nself a high place amo~1g the pnnnot
crs of 0tlu<"ational progress i11 t ht- State. ln t,1,e::.,l-' labors be was ahly supp11rted 
b~ his roll<>ague. Ilon. II. P. llon1er, of J3h1ekhawk County. ']'he final ,ote 
UlH>II the u1easure in the !louse \\'as reaclu•cl ~larch -5. lb'iH. It receiYetl but 
lifty-t\\'0 aflirn1ati\l' votes. giYing it a bare co11stitntioual n1ajority·. Thus the 
b1ll was enaetcd. a1Hl provi~ion n1ad<' for thE' p-;tahlishment of the Slate X ormnl 

Srbool. 
The \'ote liy ,vbich this result ,Y.is l'('a<'hed iu both !louses was strict]~ non-

partisan. The fri<'nds and eue1nies of the mcasnre \\'<'l'(~ ah11o~t eqnall) tlivide<l 
hetw<'€'11 the t,vo parties. Ilon. l~. G. :\liller, "ho represented the 4-lth Sf>nato
rial l)istrict, 1leser,,es sperial lllention for his efforts in 1ts behalf. l{is \\h,dou1 
framt>cl the hill a-i passect. llis thorough kno,vledge of t 1

1e situation, hi~ 
straiv:ht-for\\·ard husinesi-, n1etho<l . and his :1.eaL ten1peretl \\"ith \Yistlcnn, ftir the 
canst'. Pnahlt'd lliln to \\·in the snn1e Yirtory in the Senate" hich 1-.lr. llemen
" ay aftPr\\·ar<ls so nohly \\ on in th(' Ilonse. ( 1onspit·ucn1s among tbe fricuds (lf 
tile hill in th<' lower house \\'t>re llon. (i-. ~- lhihin::-011 of titorm J,ake, aud Hon . 
.E. II. Ttu,yc•r of ( 'lintou. 'l'hc~i, 1nilut>llCl' an<l thPir vote~ \\'ere alwa)·s iu its 
fa,or. and the H!'.>:-iistanct> \Yhich they thus ga,e the c-au:se ,Yas illvaluable. l~oth 
lu1,·e sinc·e, tluriug the first years of the history of the sc·bool, ser,ed ~s tue111-
hers, and earh for sever.ti of these) can,, as President of its Board of 'L'111-,tt'es. 

The bill creating the sc-hool provides that it ''shall be under thr 1nn11.\ge-
1nr11t ,111Cl c-ontrol of a l>oarcl of directors, no two of \\ l101u shall br froll1 the 
i;a1He C'ouuty, their l<'l'lll of offke to be for si'\. ~ l•ars." 

It further re<Lllil'l'S that all pupils ,,·ho cn_ioy free tuition in the institution 
shall ''sign a state1nent that ii is tht'ir intention in good faith to foll<nY the. 

. ... 
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business of teaching in the schools of th~ State. n The bill appropriates $14,500 
to defray the expenses of tlie school for the flrst biennial period of its existence. 

Ai.s it was late in the session when tbe bill was passed, the Legislature ad
journed ·without appointing a board of management. Governor ICirkwood , 
therefore, anpointed t be first Boa.rd of Directors as follcnvs: ll'or the term of 
six years, II. C. Hemen,vay, of Cedar Falls, and E. II. Thayer , of Clinton; for 
the ter111 of fotu· years, L. G. Smith, of Newton , and G. S. Robinson, of Storm 
I,ake; for the term of two years, L. D. Le"welling of Sale1n, and \Villian1 Pattee 
of .Janesville. 

The Board held its first meeting at Cedar Falls, Jnne 7, 1876. It organized 
by electing II. C. Hemen~·ay as President; ,villiam Pattee, \ rice-President, and 
L. D. LeVi·elling, Secretary pro ten1. Thus organized, the u1embers proceeded 
to the election of a principal for tbe school. They chose J. 0. C+ilchrist, A. M., 
then superintendent of the schools at l.ilason City. Ilis reputation as an in
struct0r and mn11c1ger, and bis Yeteran experience as an educator in u1a11y and 
various phases of school work, as teacher in ungraded scb.ools. as county super
intendent, as principal of two St ate uormal schools in the East, one in 1->enn
sylYania, the other in ,vest \rirginia; as principal of a private acaden1y and as 
supe1intendent of cit~- schools, gave him tbe pre-eminence over all competitors 
for the office; so upon his shoulders ,v,,s plac~d the great responsibility and diffi
cult task of launchiug this ne,v enterpri:,e of the State, and shaping its destiny . 

• i.t this meeting the formal transrer of the building!-'; and grounds trom the 
trustees of the Sul<liers· Or!lhans' H,>me to the Norn1al School 13oard was effect
ed, and the necessary ehanges aud moclifications Vi·ere conunenced at once. 

The second n1eetfng of the Board " 'as held on the 12th of the succeeding 
n1onth, at which tin1e the Farulty \\'as completed as follow·s: lvl. \V. Bartlett, 
.A .. )1., l 1 rofessor 0f Ancient Languages and :Natural ~cience; J). 8. \\'right, A. 
bl., Professor of 11athematics ancl English Literature; iliss ]trances L. \Veb
ster, TeachPr of Geography and Ilistory: and E. vV. Burnham, 1->rofessor of 
'\rocal and Instrumental ~lns ic. To the r>rincipal were assigned the depart
ments of metaphysics and clida i•tics . l'rofesscr Bartlett was already a man of 
recognized stan<ling in cduca.ti< 11al circles. II is selection ,vas an ec1rnest of the 
high character that the school and its ,vork should sustain in the State, and a 
guarantee tbat the best conusel-. " 'ould obtain in its a.cln1inh,tration. 'l'his trust 
ha.snot been <lisappointed in his long subsequent connection with the institu-

> Lion. Professor \\' right resigue,l the presi<lency of \Vhittier College at Salem. 
lo\\ a, at the call of the Board, and bas lJePn identified with the \\'ork of the 
school durin).! the thirteen years of its history. 1liss Webster was a recent gra
<luate of tlte State Korn1al School at Potsdam, Ne,v 'York, ancl had ftuther fit
ted herself for the position uy t,ro years' experi<:>nce in teaching in the Nebras
ka State ~orn1al School. ~;he ,vas an accomplisht>d lady and a versa.tlle in
structor. .After t\\·o ~·ears of successful se1, ice she resigned her vosition, to ac
cept a call to the Ualifonlia State .Norn1al at 8a.11 ,Jose. 

The institution was formally opened ,it the 11ethodist Episcopal Cbnrch at 
Cedar Falls on tbe evening of the 14th ot :SeptemlJer, 1871j . 'l'he chief exe1 cise 
of the evening '\\'as the inaugural addre::-s of Principal Gilchrist. It v.·,u; strong, 
eloquent ancl coruprehensive. 11 e forcibly srt forth at length theain1 , scope ancl 
111issiou of tllC' nor1nal srhool. Its a1n1 is to produce ou the part of ils pupils , 
1-'irst. schulco·~hip. i11cluding (1} lcno\Yledge of the ~c1ences to be tnught,; (2) 
kl10,vledge of other sciences n1ore adrancecl. Secoucl, J>J'ofcssionul (.'ull11re, eru-
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bracing (1) tbe science of education, or didactics; (2) the art of teaching or ped
agogics. He maintained that a new educational era is dawning upon tbe 
,vorld, and that teachers' training schools are a product of tbe higher civiliza
tion of a progressive age; that teaching ts <' profe:,sion.. one that in point of re
sponsibility assumed, in point of the nobility and se!f-sacrifice of those who 
adopt it. will yield in importance to none of the so-called learned professions; 
that ''The time n1ust come when the profession v,•ill be inve~ted \Vith 1nore lib
eral privileges than our age allo"'S. And that there is no \vay for it to become 
1uore and more useful but through the greater v.·orth aud personal influence of 
the teachers themselves. But to reach this standard they mu~t be ai<led. The 
normal school becon1es the nursing mother of the profession: antl the s;;tate 
simply upbuilcls herself in nphuilding tlle character and the strength of those 
" 'ho build for her.'' 

The first scholastic year began \Vednesday. September 6, 1876, with an en-
rolln1ent of t"•enty-seven students. This 11un1ber grew to eighty-eight during 
the first term, and to one hundred and lifty-five during the year. Thirty-four 
counties '\\'ere represented. This first year's v.·ork ,vas fraught "'ith many em
barrassments and difficulties. The stinted appropriations of the Legislature 
,vere inadequate to properly equip the institution, or provide sufficient teaching 
force. The faculty " 'ere therefore overworked and ban1pered. 'l'he principal's 
entire tin1e and thought \Yere absorbed in the school and its interest:::;. He 
placed his o,vn large private library at the disposal of the students. ...\JI the 
faculty indeed made like sacrifices. They ,vere often compelled to dra-..v upon 
their ingenuity to meet the lack of apparatus, and oftener upon then· pocket-
books for other insufficiencies. 

This state of affairs " 'as not due to any financial embarrassment. The 
11ecessa11· repairs and modifications of the buildings had exhausted the appro
priations, though most economically expended, and there was left no contin
gent upon which to draw. The Board had appointed to the office of Steward 
\Villiam Pattee of Janesville, a man of State reputation as a financier. Through 
the wise and careful administration of his department he made it more than 
self-sustainin~ fron1 the first, thus creating a fund by means of which the Di
rectors ,vere able to relieve tbe pressing needs of th~ school in other lines· 
''The Colonel,'' as be was familiarly called, was al\\1ays a favorite with the stu
dents. llis dignified and courtly manners, and his native and genuine good
ness of heart, readily \.\1011 for him their affectionate esteem. He gave the school 
nine years efficieut service. 

lionoral>le mention is also due to Mrs. C. A. Rchermerhorn for her valuable 
services as matron during the tirst year of the school's existence. 

The Board of Directors originally instituted a curriculun1 consisting of 
three courses of study: The Elementary Course, to be completed in t\\'O years 
by those qualified to enter the school; The Didactic Course requiring three 
years; The Acientific Course requiring four. Four students ,vho ,vere ahle to 
take advanced standing at the beginning of the first year, were graduated in 
tbe E lementary Course at its close. Hy the close of the fifth year the num
ber of graduates in this course bad grov.·n to one hundred VIVO (102). At this 
tin1e (188'.3) the course was discontinued, leaving only in curriculum. the 
Didactic Course of three years, and the Scientific course of four. At a later 
period, by action of the Board, the degree of Bachelor of Didactics was confer
red on a II graduates of the Didactic Course, and that of .Bachelor of Science on 
gradu,ttes of the Scientific Course. Jlonorary degrees have likewise been <·on-
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ferred on many who held diplon1as in the discontinued course, and \vho baYe 
attained distinction as teacb'ers. 

As a preliminary to graduation. candidates for that honor, were annually 
examined by a state examining board, constituted as follo,vs: The Superin
tendent of Public Instruction; the President of the State Teachers' .Associa
t ion; the Principal of the ~ormal School~ and tv.'o County Superintendents
one chosen by the Superintendent of P ublic Instruction, and one by the Presi
dent of the Board of Directors. 

The continuons growth and prosperity of the school is exhibited in the table 
belo"·· It is compiled from the official report of the schools: 

- - -

rear. I Counties in I GRADUATES. 

Enrollment. . Iowa El'm'n-' Di- Scie11 1 ~ 
Represented. ta1·y. ,c1-0ctie t ific · 0 

---------- _____ I , __ - - ~ 
F. ' l a · 1--., -us ye 1 , , , u-, ...... . ......... .. ........ . 
Seconcl ycaL", l ii7-8... . . . . . . . . . . ......... .. 

Tbird year, 17,8-9 ........................ . 

Fourth year. l'ii!l-80 

Fifth year, 1780-1 ... 

Sixth yettr, 1881-2 . . . . . . . . . . . ....... ...... . 

8eYentb yeaL", 1sg2-3 ....................... . 

Eighth yea,·, 1883-4 . . . . . ................. . 

Ninth year , 1881-5 .. . .................... . 

Tenth year, 188.5-6 ........................ . 

Eleventh year, J&\6- 7 ...................... . 

Twelfth yea1·, 1887- 8 ........................ . 

----- --- --- --

252 

;339 

301 

2!l3 

408 

43'2 

435 

31 

53 

38 

63 

615 

67 

64 

67 

76 

4-

13 

15 

Hl 

25 

26 

1 

4 

14 

2 117 I .. 

1 I 2 122 
2 I 5 32 

I 

5 1 a1 

16 16 

13 . . i 1.3 

18 

] 30 

1 ]9 

20 4 U 

24 I 8 a-2 

The enrollment for the fall term of 1888 (in session at the time of this 
writing) is greatly in excess of that of any previous term in the school's history, 
witib 70 counties represented. It ,vould lJe difficult to ascertain the entire 
number of students who have enjoyed the bounty of the state as members of 
the jnstitution, as t he members contained in the column beaded "Enrollment" 

>- wbicb, of course contain many duplicates. The number however will doubt
less exceE>d t,vo thousand. ..A.s sbown in the table, the total number of gradu
ates at the close of the twelfth year was: Elementary Course, 102; Didactic 
,Course, 131; Scientfiic Com·se, 21, making a total of 2-54 graduates in all. Those 
who have completed only the Elementary Course are not recognized by the 
Board of Directors as graduates, as their diplomas confer no degree . 

.A.t the close of tbe second school year, upon the resignation of Miss Web
s ter, as teacher ot Geography and IIistory, Miss S. Laura Ensign, principal of 
the Cedar Falls IIigh School was elected to fill the Yacancy. The Board also 
.attbi:-; time created the departmeut of Drawing and Accounts, and called Prof. 
W. N. Hull, Principal of Hull's .Academy at Youngstown, Ohio, to occupy the 
nev.' position. The faculty, thus strengthened, anct the excbequer increased by 
more liberal appropriations, the school continues to grow and prosper in a 
correspondingly increasing ratio. In 1880, Mjss Anna E. McGovern, a graduate 
-of the school, was added to the faculty as Assistant in Methods. From that 
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time tbe faculty ren1aiue.(l practically unchanged till 18h4, "·hen :Oliss 11aucle 
Gilchrist, an accomplished lady, a <laughter of the Principal, and a graduate of 
the Normal 8chool an<l of Wellesley College ,Yas elected 'Teacher of :S atural 
Science. 

The position of Teacher of "\rocal and Instrituental 1lusic bas been filled as 
follows: First year, E. W. Burnba111; secon<l ;;lnd thinl years, J. ~lonroe Hob
son: fourth to ninth years, inclusiYe, Miss Ida B. 1lcLagan: tenth to hYelfth 
years, Miss 1-lary \Vheeler Bagg. The present incumbent is 11is:-- Julia Curtiss . 

• 

J()"y A :--TATE NOR)lAL <;;C,'ITOOL. 

B) 1880, the growth of the institution, its reputation at ho1ue and al>roa1l, 
and the success of its graduates. and of teachers not graduates who hall en.iore1l 
it:-; aclYantage, eYincell that the school bad pas:,;ecl the e:s:perimeutal stage an1l 
had taken its plaee among the pro1niuent features in the e1lucational syste111 
of the commou wealth. The appropriations for its snpport b> the General • \_s
se1ubly \\'ere no longer in doubt, but ,vas as cheerfully given as to tbe other 
institutions of the state. In 1882 the school had so far outgro,Yn its accon1010-
<lations, that the erection of an additional huilding was an ilnperatiYe neces
sity. Tbe suu1 of thirty thousand dollars ,vas appropriated hy the legislature 
for this purpose. ,vhich an1ouut "'as increased ten tllou:-.and dollars through the 
liberality of the citizens of Cedar Falls. 'l'be corner-::;tone of tbe building, 
~oulh IIalL ,vas laid Aug. 29. 1882. It i:-- large. commodious and elegantly 
finished, 'Without and "'itbin. Its appointments are well adopted to tlle \Yant 
of the sehool. TbE> ebapel is a beautifully frescoed room 78 by 45 feet, an(l has 
a seating capacity of seYeu hundred. 'Tl1e model Schoolroom and Liurary are 
also large, " 'ell-lighted and beautit'ul apartn1ents. 

~\l the close of tbe tenth year, important cllanges ,vere madt> in the faculty. 
Prof. (:rilchrist retired from the principalship, ancl established a ~ ort,hern lowa 
2'orn1al School at #\lgona. iiiss li·ilchrist ,qso \Yilhdre"· from the institution. 
to aecept n professorship iu \Velle:-ley College. 1'lle Iloarcl of Director'- iu 
ca:,;ting ahout for a succe~sor to the retiring- l"'rincipal. nuani1uously cle<'itled 
tllat he must he au Iowa school man, oue thoroughly ideutHied, and in sym-
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pathy ,vith the educational system of the state. From tbe ,vealth of material 
at command, they selected llonier II. Keerley, A. 11.; the efficient and popular 
superintendent of the city schools of Oskoloosa. To Prof. Seerley tlJe election 
came entirely unsought, and 1me>,.pected. .;:\.fter t,Yo weeks of careful deliber
ation, he aceepted the call, resigned his position at Oskoloosa. and entered at 
once upon the discharge of the duties and responsibilities of his ue,v position. 
At a subsequent meeting of the Iloard. NJiss Delia I(. Knight of l{acine, '\Vis., 
,vns elected to the vacant chair of Natural Science. 

In1poriant changes in t he institution follo,vecl. 1.'he srhool was placed 
in sympathy ,vith the other educational agencies of the state. r.rhe per cents 
of county superintendents were rec<'ived as evidence of fitness for adn1ission to 
the school. A special coun,e of study was created for the accon1modation of 
gractuaies of approved high schools, in \vhich grades fron1 sn<'h schools were 
duly received and credited. This has proyed a popu1ar feature and has invited 
a superior class of students to the institutioH. .\11oiht>r special roun,e ,yas 
marked out for the benefit of teaehers of experience and ability, who could 
spenrl but a single term in a school of methods. Tbe entire curriculum "'as 
reYised to a<lapt it to the requirernents of the la\V, upon candidates for state 
diplomas and state certific·ates. 1'he old systen1 of, isitation by thP state ex
an1ining hoard ,vas discarded, ancl in its place an arrangc1nent ,vas effected by 
which candidates for graduation n1ight enter a s}lecial exa1uinaU011, held in the 
Xor1nal bnildings, by the Statf> Exa1nining Board, for a state certificate or 
diplou1a. 

J3y act of the t\\·entv-first Genc.,ral .\sse1nbly, the 8uperintendent of Puhlic 
Instruetion \Vas macle a 111ember, ancl ex-offieio president of tbe 13oard of 
Directors of the State X ormal School The 1nauifest wisdon1 of 
this action is alreacly realized by the sc·11ool. and in the future 1nnst add 
incalculabl) to its po"'er for gooc1 . 

• \t the seeoud commencement a1111h'ers,U)' tbe .Sormal .\ lumni association 
,vas organized. It has al\rays been sustained with credit to its olniu 11u1tc,.. 
1.'h0ugh the school is young, 111anJ of its alumni are attaining distinction in 
their chosen Yoeation. They honor the school in" or<l and ,vork and the school 
deligbts to honor them. 

The students of the Xonual throughout all its history, lu1ve been, ,vitb fe\\' 
exceptions, re1nark..thle for their industry. intell•gence nncl self-relianl'e. 
Teachers 1nake the 1,est of students. Kno,vi11g tbe va I ne of tiu1e they have UP Yer 

bPen disposed to \.vaste it in friYolity and idlene::;s. l'"nowing the importance 
of good.government in school, they have goven1etl themselves accordingly. 
Goo<l ordt•r and lle('orum have always heen the rule. and disorder, the exc-cptiou . 
... \.lready has the school sent out into the state an army of train<>cl teachers l\\'O 

thousand strong. They ha, e gone J'orLh into thrir ,vork equipped with 1uort~ 
thorough k110,,·Jedge of the snl,jf>cts to be taught. and ,villi uett<·r 1netho1ls of 
h1strnelio11, not only to clo un>re efllcie11t service in their 0\\~11 sehool-roo1ns, but 
to kindle a higher enthusiasm a1l<l a noble inspiration i11 the hearts of other 
tPncbers \Yitl1 whom th<-') ccnne in <'Ontact. 'fhe Xormal Hehoo\ is a ehild of 
the state-the youugest in the sisterhood of her educatiollal institutions. The 
achieYements bere rec·or<led are but the hi:-;tory of her iufan(•y aJ1cl .)ontL. 
"'\Vitll the continued ancl enlarged houoty of th<> state " ')Lich sill' serves, the 
continued sy1npathy and confidence of the friend-:; of education, aud with the 
blessings of the Ciood Father ,•:ho bas helped her hitherto, she vvill gro"' in 
strength as she grO"'s in years. 
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HOMER H. SEERLEY, M. PH., 
PRESIDENT 01<' TlJJC IO\\' A ~T.\TE NOR)L\..L ~crrooL, CED.AU F.ALL:--, (()\~ .A. 

Country teacher, college student, high school principal, city superintendent, 
aud president of the Iowa State Nor1nal SchooL are the rounds in the ladder of 
Pres. Serley's educational career. 

IIon1er H. Seerley is a native of Indhina. He ,vas born in the hun1ble home 
-0f a farmer, Augni-t 13, 18-18, near the city of Indianapolis. From 18:5~ to 18-54 

the Seerley family liYed in Stark 
county, Ill. , in the latter year emi
grating to Iowa. On the farm \Ybere 
the family settled at South English, 
Keokuk county, ITomer II. Seerley 
gre,v up to manhood The hard
ships and inconveniences experienc
ed in a new country, the indepencl
ence of farm life, the labor and in-

.:\\f\c'-:--.-' dustry incident to the business, all 
...... 

.. ,· -~ conspired to develop in the young 
-i[;,~ ~=t:; ' man tluit self-reliance, strength of 
-~""- _::f ... character, and industrious habits 
_.,~ ,:' .;J;~:~ that go so far toward making a sue-
·{\-:. ,,;."'iJ cessful man. He early resolved to 

~,.,,,~~ .. ~'.:%;} acquire the best education obtaina-
\j~~~- -=:.f'·-~· · able in the institutions of the State. 

' -.,;..._~:-~·~s. "-':'.'~ -, .. :"•·:':•·:-,~· -· ~\.t the age of eighteen he l>egan the 
· .;, ' ~- '""- · ; . . -:::---···· execution of bis purpose by entering 

the Preparatory Department of the 
State University at Io,va C'ity, in 1866. In one year he was prepared for the 
]'resbman class, but lack of funds preYentect his return to the University in 
the following autumn. Ile decirlecl to teach, and during the two succeeding 
years became pretty well initiated in the duties of a country school teacher. 

Tbe first school taught by ~Ir. Seerley -yras not considered "a n1arvelous 
success'> by the County Superintendent, .. .\ .. J. Kane, who did not spare the 
young teacher a ~eneral "overhauling." 1\.fter the ~uperintendent's visit. the 
following appeared in th~ county paper: 

1) nion District No. 3. Liberty to\\1nshiP, I-Iomer II. Seerlev, teacher; salary, 
$30.00 a month. Order, poor; method of instruction. middling; general condi-
tion of school, bad. . 

This ,vas bitter medicine for the young teacher, hut it had the right effect. 
The like did not occur again. llis \\·as a nature to profit by criticism, and tllis 
is a characteristic of the true teacher. Let hi.m \Yho cannot profit by an<l en
dnre criticism keep out of the profession of teaching. 

Those ,vere the days of compulsory institute attendance, and from three 
of those sessions, Mr. Seerley caught the inspiration of the teacher's high call
ing. One of these institutes was conducted by Prof .. Jona Piper, one of Iowa's 
pioneer educators. To this veteran institute conductor much is Jne for in1-
planting in the mind of this young teacher correct ideas of the fundamental 
principles and methods of education. Ilundreds of Iowa teachers can pay the 
same compliment to this ol<l educational soldier-,Tona l'iper. 



10"' A NQR:i)fAL :)!ONTilL Y. 337 

In 1869, with his "pocket full of money·?" made by teaching, :-tncl working· 
on the farm, Mr. Seerley, at the age of twenty-one, entered the Freshman class 
of the :State University. By '·baching it," and living economically, he man
aged to remain in school continuously until he finished his course of study, in 
June, 1873. Graduating from the Philosophical Conrse, he received the degree 
of Ph. B .. and, after the requisite time, M. Ph. He also pursued and com
pleted the course in Didactics, under the direction of Dr. S. N. Fellows. His 
professional training, under Dr. Fellows and Miss Sarah Longbridge, proved 
Yery helpful to him, a,nd is the kind of training much neglected by those who• 
contemplate teaching. 

A.fter graduation Mr. Seerley secured the assistant principalship of the 
Oskaloosa High School. The following year he ,vas elected principal, and the 
next year, 1875, was chosen snperintendent of the schools of Oskaloosa. The 
country teacher of seven year-; before, with a salary of $30.00 per month, had 
no,v become city superintendent, with a salary of $1,200 a year. Mr. Seerley 
occupied the superintendency of the Oskaloosa schools for eleven years. Dur
ing this time his salary was raised from $1,200 to $1.600 per year. The enroll
ment of pupils in the schools reached 1,600. There were fiye school buildings. 
occupied by thirty-one teachers. I-Ie resigned bis position to accept the presi
dency of the Iowa State Normal School, at Cedar Falls, in 1886. This position 
he novv occupies. His administration is marked \Yith an executive ability, a 
professional enthusiasm, and a vigor of labor, which makes him eminently suc
cessful in his place. He is broad and liberal iu his educational ideas and sym
pathies, and lives in close relation to the public school system of our State. 
He has the love and respect of the hundreds of students ,vho enter the school 
for professional training. 

Professor Seerley is a popular institute conductor. For nine successive 
years he conducted the Mahaska County Normal I nstitute with the same
marked enthusiasm and success which has always characterized his school 
,vork. Scores of teachers owe their first inspiration in the work to Professor 
Seerley's instruction in the Institute. Mr. Seerley's abilities have been com 
plimented with all the honors of the State Teachers ' Association. 1-Ie has at
tended every meeting of the Association since 1873. .A.t the meeting at Inde
nendence, in 1879, be was chosen a memlJer of the executive committee, and 
was chairman of the committee at ooe of tile largest meetings ever held i11 
Iowa, that of 1883, at Des Moines. So ,,·ell did be perform the duties of this 

> office that he was elected president of the ,A.ssociation, for 1884. Ilis ''Presi
dent's address" before the Association, in December, 1884, was one of the 
ablest ever given before a body of Io-\.va teachers. It was published in the Bi
ennial Report of the State Superintendent, in 1886. This meeting, over which 
be so ably presided, elected him delegate to the National 'l'eacbers' Association 
at ~aratoga. 

' 

His paper read before the meeting of 1885, on the "Tobacco Ilabit and its 
Effect on School-work," met with universal praise for its bold and positive ex
position and denouncements of the tobacco habit with its evil effects on school 
" 'ork. .A.t the meeting of the State Teachers' Association, in Des Moines, in 
December, 1888, President Seerley read an able paper on the "1'1ission of the 
Normal Institute. " On this subject, one of great importance to the school 
system and the teachers' profession in Io\Ya, he has clear and well defined ideas 
" 'hich we hope may influence for the improvement of our institute system. 

President Seerley is comparatively a young man, for he h~s only turned his 
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fortieth year. The cause of education in Io,va "rill receive great benefit from 
his work :r be is spared to labor among us. Ilis strong conslitution and robnst 
health promise long years of serYice. 

()ne of the potent factors in the success of the Io"'a State ~ ormal 8ebool 
since its establishment, in 18,6, has been the professional ,vork and personal 
influence of Prof. D. S. '''"rigbt. Ile is a natiYe of Ohio, born in Ilighlautl 
county, Dec. 7, 1846. llis parents. both of whom are living. are 1nen1hers-his 
father a rnioister-nf th 0 ~ociety of Friends, of which soeiety he has lteen a 

life-loug member. lie enjoyed i11 

. , 
. ,b'_·, -,0.,-

}; 

youth the usual educational aclva11-
tages of a farmer's boy .-tbe \Yinter 
months in the country school, and 
the remainder of the year spent in 
hard labor on the farm. ~"-s he ap
proached yotu1g n1a11llood he \Yas 
possessed of an ardent desire to ac·
qnire a thorough literary education. 
At sixteen he set out to acco1nplish 
this aim; and parlly by teacbiug and 
partly upon borro"·ed money. he 
,vas enabled, in lhil, to complete a 

0' , .. ·lassical course of instruction. re-
... 

. ceiYing upon gra1lualion the degree 
-.-" )f ,.\_. B. and thr('e ) ear:-; later the 

.{ • honorary degree of .. \_. ~I . 
:.~ -~ -=--_..._,, 1f'::=·' In 187:2 at tbe age of twenty-ti Ye 
~~ ~.),-~~-~:".,••: .~., . _ ·.,: · wi~ .. ~~<-~ ~~:'..c..· he ca111e to_ 1~,wa .. and a_ssu111e1l ~t 

• :"· .•.. ···=--:t-·· · · :. -~;_··.-.. ;; : --.: _. ..,,..... · once the pos1t1on of assoc1ate prr:--1-
-:, · · · _. • 0:~~::·};~ ._ •• , clent of \Ybittier ('ol lege. lo<"ated at 

Sale1n, ll~1ll'y conuty, .1.vw,L. In 1&74 hi:-. associate. Prof. C. C. l?ickPtt r~sig11~ 
ing. he wa:S C'ltosen president of the institution t,y its board of directors. The 
college prospered for t,vo year~ under his efficient mana~eu1ent, but in 1s,r,. he 
reluctantly resig;11ecl its prt>:a-irlelH'} to ac.-cept the ehair of English J,anguage 
and I,iteratnre in the Iowa ::,tate Xormal SC'bool at Cedar Falls; he has there
fore been eonnected " ' ith the state 11or111al school from its oligin. Ile "·as 
transferred in 1881 by tbe normal board of trustPes fron1 the chair of language 
and literature to that of n1athen1atics, " ·bich po:-.ition he no"· :fills. 

Prof. ,,,..right first appeared as a \\•riter for tbe l1nr .\ .XoR:'.\IAL ~fox rur.Y 
in 1881-'2 in a series of ironical educ-ational articles entitled "Tl.le ~croggs 
Family." They were \Vritteu under the no11 de plunic of Theopbelus von 1>uff. 
since then he has contributed many valual,le papers to the :XOR:'IL\L 110:XTULY. 

His articles alv,ays find a host of appreciative readers among Io,va teaehers . 
• \.s an institute conductor and instructor he is v{ell and favorably k.110,vu in the 
,tate. He is al"·ays at borne ,vitb a class of teachers. Ilis didactic talks and 
lectures are familiar, practical and entertaining. Ile treats bis students to no 
fine-svun untried theories, but to conclusions and inferences largely drawn 
from bis own experience in the different grades of scbool-,vork. There is a 

,.... 
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quiet vain of humor in these talks whirh takes a decidedly sarcastic tendency 
,vhen exposing the shams and follies ot' educational quacks and pretenders. 

In connection with his ,York in the State Normal School Prof. \Yrigbt has 
written and published t"·o books-one a "·ork entitled··,\__ Drill Book in ~nglisll 
·Gn1mn1ar:· has reached a third edition and has l>een helpful to many 
teachers in pre:senting, and to 1nany pupils in mastering, the intricacies of 
English syntax. His latest book is a ''Teachers' IIand Book of Aritbrnetic,'' a 
1na11ual of helps and methods. Much of the subject n1atter o( tllis book origin
ally appeared in a series of articles by Prof. \Vrigbt in the l(nY A .NOU)IAL 

Mn:N"TIILY. The articles met with such great popular favor that the "Titer 
was encouraged to put the material in permanent book form. 

The book was issued in August. 188~. and the sales have already been 
l:,rratifying to tbe publishers. It is just such a book as should l.Je in the hands 
of teachers iu normal institute " 'Ork and ,re bespeak for it a v.•ide circulation 
at institutes during the coming season. The methods given in the book are 
not the untried theories of a novice. but have endured successfully the thorough 
and practicaJ test of the school room for many years. 

Prof. \Vright is esteemed and respected by all ,,,ho meet him to kno\Y him. 
Where he has once instructed in a normal institute, he is always wanted a 
second time. I-le is and has been for several yearR an active ,vorker in the 
State Teachers' .1\.ssociation and he has read a nun1ber of able papers before 
that body of Iowa educators. 

--------
S. L .. i\lTRi\ ENSIGN, A. M. 

Among the ,vomen who have neen prominent in educational ,vork in fowa 
during the past ten years, fevl' are so favorably anll widely known as 1Iiss 
S. I,aura Ensign who has had the department of Geography and Tiistory in 
the Jo,va State :Normal School sioce 1878. 

~liss Ensign was bo1u Oct. 3d, 1848, in Castile, \Vyoming county, 1'.. Y. 
Iler early cbildhoo1l ,vas spent at the place of her hirth. She\\ ith her family 
cau1e to Iowa in 18,54. Hhe was early desirous of acquiring an education. In 
the course of events she entered the l rpper Iowa University and remained 
there one year. She afterwards entered the Iowa State l Tniversity pursuing ~ 
her studies for fiye years and graduating from the classical course in 1876. Be-
fore entering the State University Miss Ensign bad taught six years in the 
country schools of Butler and G-rundy counties. ~\fter graduating she was 
elected assistant principal of tbe Cedar Falls lligh School and she filled this 
position so successfully that at tbe encl of t\vo terms she was made principal. 
In 1878 Miss Ensign was elected to the chair of Geography and IIistory in tbe 
State Normal School at Cedar Falls y,rhich position sbe now occupies. Rhe is 
in the 19th year of her educational \\'Ork. She is very industrious in her pro-
fession, untiring in her efforts to advance the pupils \Yho con1e under her in
struction, and to promote the interests of the institution with which she is con-
nected. 

For many years she has been an attendant and worker at tbe meetings 
of the State Teachers ' ~\.ssociation. 8be has contributed several valuable 
papers to the programs at different times. 

Miss Ensign has had a large experience in normal institute work, having 
taught in many different county normals during the past ten years. 8he is 
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enthusiastic in her special ,vork and has published Outline Hand Books of 
Geography and U. S. History and Ancient, Medieval and Modern History. 
These '·Outlines'' are guides to the study of the subject treated, according to 
the topical method. The success and popularity of these Outlines are shown 
by the fact that the total circulation has reached 30,000. The Outline and 
Note-Book in U. S. History is now used in sixty different schools. The books 
are very suggestive to teacher and pupil and prove a great help in the study of 
tbe subjects. 

THE IOWA STATE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE. 

1''. T. CHAl\lBERL.AlN 1 LL. D. 

ORIGIN AND EARLY Ill8'.1.'0R\, 

In 1858 the Iowa Legislatu1·e passed an act establishing the Iov.•a Agricul
tural College for the purpose of ,giving academic instruction to the iadustrial 
classes, and appropriated $10,000 to purchase a farm for the location of the col
lege buildings and for experiments in agriculture. • 

Among the early enthusiastic friends of the enterprise thus inaugurated 
were Hon. II. A. Richardson, lion. B. F. Gue, lion. Wm. Lundy, Ilon. Uhas. 
Foster, Hon. J. B. Grinnell, Snel Foster and Wm. Duane Wilson. 

The first Board of Trustees appointed under the act were, M. W. Robin
son, Timothy Day, John \Vright, G. W . . F. Sherwin, Richard Gaines, Suel ]fos
ter, J. W. Henderson, E.G. Day, John Palter,Peter Melendy,Gov. IL P. Lowe 
and Wm. Duane Wilson. 

In 1859 the trustees purchased a farm of 648 acres in .,,.\mes, Story County, 
on the line of the Chicago and Notthwestern Railway. 

In 1862 Congress passed a bill "donating public lands to the several Rtates 
and Territories ,vhich may provide colleges for tbe l>enetit of agriculture and 
the mechanic arts." This act v.1as the basis of the present endo\\'ment of the 

College. 
The first Faculty in 186fl-70 consisted of the following men1bers: Hon. A. S. 

\.Vetch, M . .t\ ., President; Geo, \V. Jones, M. A., Professor of 1\Iatbematic:s; 
IIon. Norton S. Townsend. 11. D., I>rofessor of Practical _.\griculture; ~-\.lhert 
E. Foote, 11. D., .c\ssistant Professor of Chemistry; O. II. St. John, B. s., ..ls
sistant Professor of Geology; 1-liss Catherine S. Potter, Matron~ 11iss ,.\ugusta 
Mathe,vs, teacher of Piano Music; Miss Lillie Beaumont, teacher of French and 
German; Hon. Hugh 11. Thompson, Superintendent of the Faru1. 

Tbe conrses of study adopted at the first embrace<l very thorough instruc
tion in all tbe natural sciences, ,vith their special application in agriculture 
and the mechanic arts. Also instruction In English language and literature. 
and in French and German. 

Among the early professors who have since become well kno'\\·n in connec
tio11 with other colleges and uniYersities, ,ve name the follO\\'ing \\'Ith the col
leges to which they ,vent from here, and are now: Prof. N. S. To,vnsend, Ohio 
State University; Prof I. P. Roberts, Cornell University; Prof. Geo. \V. Jones, 
Cornell lTniversity; Prof. "\V. A. ~l\.nthony. Cornell lTuiversity; Prof. C. E. Bes
sey, Acting Chancellor Nebraska State U niversity; Prof. W. II. Wynn, Presi 
dent Midland College, Atchison, I(ansas; Prof. IL J. Detn1ers, Illinois Univer-

" 
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sity and Ohio State UniverHity; J>rof. T. E. Pope, Massachusetts Technological 
Institute. 

PRESENT FACULTY, BUILDINGS .AND EQUlP:i\lENTS. 

Faculty-W. I. Cbamoerlaiu, LL. D., President, Ethics, Civics and Practi
cal Agriculture; A. S. 1Velch, LL. D., Psychology and History of Civilization; 

· M, Stalker, M. Sc., V. S., Veterinary Science; J. L. Buctu, M. II. , IIortiC'ulture; 
E . \V. Stanton, M. Sc., Matht-matics and J>olitical Economy; I>. S. Fain·hild , 
M. D., Pathology, Histology, Therapeutics and Comparative Anatomy; C . .F. 
Mount, C. E .. Civil Engineering; James Rush Lincoln, Capt. 1st H.egt. I. N. G., 
.Military Science and Tactics; Byron D. Halsted, Sc. D. , Botany; Chas. W. 
Scribner, M. E., Mechanical Engineering and Drawing; Alfn•d A.. Bennett, 1Yl. 
Sc .. Chemistry; Herbert Osborn, M.Sc., Zoology and Entomology; J.C. Ilainer, 
B.Sc., 1Yl. D .. Physics; Rev. A. C. Barro\1•s, A. M., English Literature. IIistory 
and Latin; Loren l'. Smith, M. Sc., Agriculture and Farm ~uperinteudt>nt; 
Miss Lillie 11.. Gunn, Preceptress, French and German: Mrs. Ida Aif. Rilt>y, Li
brarian, El0cution; Mrs. Eliza Owens, Domestic Ec•onomy; Miss Eva T. Pike, 
Organist, 1Tocal and Instrumental Music; , J Wiechardt, 1-1. E., Foreman 
and ln:;t1uctor in ~Jachine Shops; I,. It. Koebler, AssistHnt in Chen1istry; John 
1'illie, D. ,r. M., House Surgeon in Veterinary Department; E. A. Kirkpatrick, 
B, Sc., Assistant in Euglish Composition, H,hetoric and Mathematics. 

Non-Resident Lecturers-Louis Schoo)er, Surgical TherapeuticR; F. E. Crut
tenden, 11. D., Opthalrnolgy; \V. B. Niles, D. V. ~1., ::,urgery. 

Officers of the EJ.·periment StatiO'YI-Captain R. P. ::;peer, Director; G. E. 
Patrick, ~1. Sc., Chemist; A. A. Crozit-r, M. Sc., Botanist; C'. 1'. Gillette, 1-3. Sc., 
Entomologist: John Craig, Director's Assistant. 

Courses of Studv-While this College has held fast to the letter and spirit of 
the organic la,v in providing the very best facilities and cou:·ses of instruction 
in "Agriculture and the ~Iechanic Arts and in Military Tactics," it has also 
followed the law in ''not excluding other scientific and classical studies,'' "in 
order to promote tbe liberal and practical education of the inaustrial classes in 
the several pursuits and professions of life." 

Six courses of study are offered. all sciPntific. technical or industrial, ac
cording to the clear intent and in the full ~pirit of the organic law of Congress 
that founded the College. They are in brief (1) in Industrial Science; (2) for 
Ladies in Science, Literature and Domestic Economy: (3) in Agriculture and 
Horticulture; (4) 1n ~lechanical Engineering; (.S) in Civil Engineering; (6) in 
Veterinary Science. 

Thorough instruction is also given in piano, pipe. organ and vocal music, 
instruction in vo<'al music being free in the freshman year. The long winter 
vacation, from November 14 to February 28, permits teachers in the common 
schools to teach a winter school of sixteen weeks, and keep right on in college 
thus nearly paying their way through. 

THE INCOME 

from national endowments and appropria,tions amounts to about $60.000, over 
$25,000 of ,vhich is expended each year directly upon investigations and experi
ments, and instruction in agriculture and horticulture. 

BUILDINGS. 

The largest or main college building is shown in the engraving herewith. 
It is four stories high above the basement, and is 168 feet lon11: by 112 deep 
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through the wings. ln the basement are the dining room, kitrhen. rooms for 
h elp, one large ~oc>iety room and the postoffice. On the first f1oor, proper, a re 
t h e clu11wl, tbe library, reception rooms, recitation rooms, music roo1nR, a11d of
ficl-'s of the teaehers and of the stew,1rd. On the second floor are several recita
tion rooms and ronms for professors and student~. On the third ancl fourth 
1l11ors are :--tudents' roon1s anct the zoological and geol0gical 1nuseums. A.l>ont 
t\,o lnn1drcd students ean lie accon1n1odatecl \Yith rooms in this building. _;\11 
the i-onn1s are heater! hy stenn1 and lighted hy eleetricity. 1>ure spring \Yater is 
supplied in all the storie~ of the building, fo1:cetl up Ly a stean1 pnmp. 

1'here are on thP large and beautiful College Campus eleYen other buildings 
used exclusiY, ly for c·ollt'ge purpnses, a'>itle frorn the barns. crt->au1ery. store 
l1<n1ses. ancl the <t,vellings of UH, profess ,n·s, fore1uen and assistants. Tht->re is 
accnmn1odat h111 for 30.l ::.tuclents. aud there are abundant facilities for iusir1tc
tio11. 

C(1ST OF Bl"! LDI}; HS. 

The total of all appropriations hy the State to .June, 1887, for builclings, per
ma11ent fixll1re~. n1ac·lti11ery and apparatus and expt>nses of trustc'PS, etc., is 
$-1,5-t,um-i.,,5, so that it is fair to say that the cost to the Rtate of the buildings 
ancl lix{•tl apparatus is over $300.000, besides t11e movable apparatus paid for 
f r o111 the iutcrc~t 011 the national eudov,·meut. 

TTIE COLL1£UE CA3£PCS 

is on£> of the most exleuRire in the \Vest; a beilutiful park \YhPre the principles 
of land:--c-ape ~artlening have bee11 so c>arefnlly obeyed as to please the eye and 
cultivate the taste'. 

'I'll!<.: \ 'J!:TEHI:N.AHY DEl'AR'l')CEN'l' 

is one of the few con'.plete vPtE>rinary colleges of the land. It graduates doctors 
of y~•terinary n1etlici11e. equipped \Yitb a thorough scient.ific kno\\1ledge and 
training. 

THE }U~CIL\"NI<'.\f, DEP.\HT)IENT 

is thoroughly eqnippecl ·wi th machi11e Rl1ops fcir instructi(\n iu wond aud iron 
work; the plant, machinery and appa,ratus costing OYer $40,000. It graduates its 
studl-'nts con1pete11t to ctet as mPcha11ical and electrical e11gineers. foremen in 
shops, au<l e:-. perts in 1n(•ehanisn1, etc. 

THE CIYIL EN(.INJ~EHC~U DEP..-\HT.MENT 

iR fully eqnipecl, too, v.'ith necessary instruments, mot.leis ancl dra,ving facilities. 
an<.11:-. i11 charge of a co1npetent professor, while all the n1atht->matical studies 
of the genernl <"Onrse streugthen this depart1uent also. Its graduates are fitt.ed 
to enter upon tlu• t.luties of connt.y surveyors and railway engineers. 

TUE .-\.tlRlCGLTUH.\L AND llOHTICl,'[,TlJRAL DEPAR'l')IENTS. 

l!"'ar mnre money is expended annually upon these departments, ineluding 
the experiment ~talion, than upon any other three depar t1nents. 'rhe trustees 
bave e11deavorecl to proYil.le the best instructors and tbe best experimenters 
that the <·ountry atr,,rds. 1Iuch pai<l labor is furnished to the students in these 
departn1ents, in <·on11ection \\'ith farm crops ancl stock, aucl the orchard, garden 
aud plat experilne:uts. 

PIIILOSOPJJY, 111"\TOHY, :.\fA.'l'IIE~IATICS, LANGUAGE AND LITERATUHE. 

,vhile not a school of philosophy, or a classiral college, thorough though not 
-exten<.le<l i nstruction in thP abovo s11bjects is given, chiefly as an essential basis 
for, aud aid in the d istinctive work of the college. The studies pursued under 
t hese genei:aJ beads are E nglish Language and Composition, Elocution, Rllet-

• 
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oric, English Literature, History, ( Ancient, Medireval and }lodern), French, 
German, Latin, Political Economy, Commercial La\v, Psychology. History of 
Civilization, ancl Ethics. The drill in Mathematics is excee<lingly thorough. 

The Colleg~ catalogue gives a full account of the method pursued in eacb 
of these studies, and shows that they all form essential parts of one or the other 
of the industrial courses. The catalogue will be sent to any address on applica
tion to tbe President of tbe College, .i.\mes, Io"'a. 

The College bas lately issued an original and artist1c pamphlet. It con
tains twelve full page photo-engravings ot exteriors a11d interiors of buildings, 
and of general vie\\'S accompanierl by verbal descriptions. It gives an excellen
idea of the large opportunities for a thorough scientific. tecbnical and agricul
tural education offered free to the industrial classes of the State. 

Though comn1only called "..lgricultural College,·· it is by its organic law 
'~?v!ecbanical" also. lt is in<leecl one of the best schools of pure technological 
science in the land. Our young people '\Yho desire such an education should at 
least send to the President at .A.mes, for tbis illustrated pan1phlet. 

RE\l. vV. I. CHAivIBERLAIN, .:\.. l\I, I-1L. D 

Born in Sharon, Litchfield County. Connecticut, February 1837. IIis fa1ni
ly removed to Hudson, Onio, in the spring of 1838, \Vbere he spent his early life 
on a farm with the privileges of tbe common school and the academy. In 1859 
he graduated in the classical course at "\Vesteru H.1-'serve College. lludson, ()bio,. 
now \Vestern Reserve University at Cleveland. l{eceived tbe degree of ..l. M. 
in 1861. From 1&59 to 1861 he was a teacher in Shaw Academy, Colamer. Ohio. 
In 1861 he became a tutor of Greek anq. Ma,thematics in \Vesteru Reserve Col-
lege, which position be retained for two years, when he accepted tbe superin
tendency oft .e public schoolH at Cuyahoga Falls. Ohio. He labored in that ca-
pacity fur two years. He rt turned to Western Reserve Colleg-e as Professor of 
Greek and Latin in 1869, and remained there three years. 

From 1865 to 1880 W. I. Chamberlain owned a,nd managed a farm at Hud-
son, Ohio. In 1880 he was made Secretary of the Ohio State Board of .Agi·icul- • 
ture at Columbus. From this position in 1886 he was called to the presidency 
of Iowa .Agricultural College at Ames. 

Since 1865 President Cbamuerlain bas taken great interest in agricultural 
affairs, and has v.1ritten papers on agricultural subjects for various publications, 
chiefly for the American Agriculturist, New York; The Cou,1try Gt:,ntleman, 
New York; Rural New Yorker, and Ohio Farmer. Ilis official duties fTom 
18ti0 to 1886 as Ohio ::,tate Secretary of the Board of .i-~griculture gave him a 
wide knowledge and experience in that field, and with his educational expe
rience, made him Vi•ell fitted for the position he now occupies. He is an active 
and aggressive worker, already well known in our ::,tate Teachers· 1\ssociatiou . 

,v. I. Chamberlain was ordained a minister Novt'mber 30, 1886, by a coun
cil called by Washington Gladden's church. Ile received the honorary title of 
LL, D. in June, 1886, from Rutger's Collt-ge, New Brunswick, N . • T. 
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DENOMINATIONAL COLLEGES IN IOWA. 

'l'lu• history of Iow,1 shows her 11ot nn,vorthy of the name so often given 
liy 11rat11rs and ,vrit ers, "The nfass:-:icllnsetts of the \Vest.'' l o-\..-a educators 
l1ave striven to make every gracle of schools the best (lf their class. The fact 
:that Io,va stands first in the p(>r cent of her people above ten yeats of age \Vho 
are able to rea<l, sllov,s that their efforts have not been fruitless. 

'l'he tlenominational colleges of I o,va have been established as distinctively 
()hristian scllools, an<l a ro1nplete history of each wonld contain 1nuch vvorthy 
of con1mendation, in clevotion, in sac1ificc, in 111issionary spirit. 

'l'here are no doubt inci<leuts of real heroi5m in the history of schools, of 
"'hieh \\'0 know little 1nore tllau the names tbat have passed forever in to obli
vion. 

'l'he limits of this paper preclude anything more than the outline of the his
tory of ibe denominational colleges of Iowa. 

It is in1possible \\'ith the fe"' facts at h::incl and the limited time given, to 
pr esf'nt a11ythi11g like a co1nplE.'tf' record of the attempts to establish schools 
for higher eclucatiou in Iowa. 'l'ht' history of any part of the country ,vhich 
has l>t'en for lift\ years occupied \Vith intelligent citizens, ,vill, if fully v'Titten, 
contain the record of 1na11y private schools. some designed to supply a tempora
ry v.•ant, others ,vbich "ere designed to be permanE.'u t, but ,vere started without 
co11nting the cost. 1lany a school that has been main tained "'itb difficulty for 
a. time and then failed (Ro the world says), has been a real success in its influ
e 1,ce upon men and "'omen, \Vho are v.·orth more to the v;•orld ever after because 
that school once existed . 

.No f aithful teacht>r ever did bis best without leaving a n impress upon t he 
~haracters of bis pupils, and " 'h:1tever else fails influences upon char acter are 
upon the imperishable. 

Early in tbe history of Iowa there were private schools, called ::icademies, 
-0pe11 ed at Denmark, at Dubuqt1e, and at K :-1nesville, nov.• Council Bluffs, but 
t he first college orgaJJ ization of which \Ve h ave any record is that of 

L enox College, founded in 18.56 a t lJopki nton; Burlington College, founded 
in 1&52; and Griswold College, founded in 1872, at Davenport, have uot furnished 
m e "' 1th the facts in t heir bistory, hence their f aith , t heir sacr ifices, an d their 
.successes are not noted here. 

IOWA COLLEGE. 

A Board of 1'rustees was organized ,J une 10, 1846, to est ablish Iowa Col
lege. Chief among the fou 11 ders were the '·I owa Ban d," vvho came t o the west 
as home missionar ies, and took steps to found a college, ·whil e as yet deer and 
b uffalo were bunted upon our prair ies, and the ''whoop'' of the Indi :-1n was a 
f amiliar sound. The college began at D avenport in 1848. In 1858 it was re
m oved to Grinnell to secure a more central location and the surrounding influ-

• ence of a sympatbetir Christian colony. T be college is coo trolled by the Oon
gregatioual Ohnrch. 

J une 17. 1882, the buildings of Iowa College were completely destroyed by a 
tornado, but the storm did not destroy the courage of its friends. " Tbis stu
pendous calamity ::io roused the friends of the coJlege throughout t he 1and that 
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'"ithin three years the two O1iginal buildings were replaced by four new and 
better ones. The "·ork of the college was not interrupted.'' 

·•Jt is a pleasure in tLis connection,'' (" h~n i::;o much is said about soulless 
corporations), "to be able to state that the Chicago, Rock I sland and 1>acific 
Railroad was not among the small donors tovtt1rd the rebuilding of the college. 
'£llis railroad generously contributed about six thousand dollars in freight bills 
to that work." 

It is difficult to name son1e of tbe men ·wbo have aicled iu the growth of the 
college without seeming to do injustir-e to other::; "hose names are omitted. 
The college owes much to Iloo .. J.B. Grinnell. lhe Juu11der of the rolony at 
Grinnell~ to Professor Leont1rd F. Parker, ,vho had ebarge of Grinnell l Tniver
sity uefore the removal of Jo,va CollPge. ltev (ieorg:e F. 1Jagoun, D. D., v. bo 
,vas president from 1bli4 to 18~-L bl:ls done 1nuch for U,e collegE>."' hiC'h its friends 
w1ll never forget. I{ev. (i-eorge ~\.. Gat,,s ~as e1ectetl to tile presid1-ncy i11 1887. 
Ile is fortunate in having this priYilege of e111 ering upon " 'ork, the fou11datio11s 
of Vl·hich bave been so v.ell laicl. 'l'he rollege has eurolled in the forty years of 
its existence more tlu1n fiye thousand students. It is growing ronsta11tly in all 
directions. During the last year gifts and pledges to the amount of more than 
fifty thousand dollars have co111e to it. 

Tbe graduates from the classi<:al and scientHic c0urses nu1nber 186, of 
whom 20 are ladies. The graduates fr(l111 the literary rourse number 114. 

'l'he present property of the college is valued at t1bout $400,(100. The college 
,i.-as neYer so prosperous and tbe outlook never so fnll of p1oruise as it is nOVI'. 

IO\.\'.-\. "\VESLEYAN UNIVERSITY. 

is locatetl at ~1 t. Pleasant, Iowa. It was chartered in 18,55, growing out of the 
M t. Pleasant Collegiate lnstitnte. estaulished S(lme )ears Lefore. I t is under 
tbe control of the ~Iethodist Episcopal ('hurch. It has an endowment of auout 
$100,000. 'The library contains more tba11 3,000 volu 1ues. 

The presidents of the l~uiversity have beeu Rev.L. \V. Berry,D. D.; .James 
I Iarla.n, afterwards known as Hanator l i arlan; l{ev. Chas .Elliott, D. D.; 1-tev. 
G. B .. Jocelyn; H,cv Uhas. 11., lmes, D. D., llev .. Jobn \Vheeler; l{ev. Juhn 
~paulding, Ph.D.; Rev .. J. T . :iirFarla11d. ~\., ~r.. D . D., wbo has been pn·si
dent since 1881. 

'l'be institution novv bas a 11-,t of alun1ni nurul>eriug 425. 'l'he attendance 
for the year 1887- '8 \Vas 306. 'l ' lte faculty iucludes flfiten instructors I.Jebides 
the presideut. lt is thought U1,tt l'resi<leut Elliott at lo,va. ,vesleyan Uuiver
sity in 1859 conferred the tirst degree of Bachelor of ... \.rts e,·er besto,•;ed on a 
female graduate of a college in this or any other country. 

\VESTERN COLLEGE. 

The Io,,·a auuual conference of tl.Je Uuited Brethren people assembled in 
Muscatine in ~\.ugnst, 18,55 and took tlte first steps !or the estaulisllmeut of a 
college in the North we::.t. Tile Board of Trustee:,, elected at, this time, located 
the college on the prairies eight miles south of Cedar Rapids . ~\. do11atiou of 
8ix thousand dollars uy ,villiam ll. ::Hiuey, of tllat ue1ghborhood, determined 
tbe location. Tile college was left three miles fro111 any rail way station . For 
several years from itsfoundiug its course ,vas steadily upward, and it a,ltai11ed 
a. wide and ·well-ea.rued reputation Its halls were cro\;vded and its c:lasses 
filled with students, ruany of whom were of rare talent and promise. T.IJe first 
class graduated in 1864, and the ~chool did a very crtditable ,vork at tllis loca-
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ti(ln u11til .J1111e. 1!-Sl. Tile ftieuils of t,he s .: hool, feeling that a tnore <lesirab)e 
}01·ati1111 c:1111l,I he sc1:nn·1l. n.t this tiu1i> opc11ed liicls fur vanou~ <·nrutunnith•s ot 
tlt1• ~I ate 11f Iowa. :111cl aftl~,· a C'Href11l eonsi,leration the in:-titut inn ,v:is rP.lllcat
ell :it 'l'olt•do, !(1Wa , and i11 tlte fall of 1881 thl' lirst tenn of school \\'HS npeneu 
in tha t ph11·P. ' l'IH· l'Xperie111·1• nf rPePnt ~'Par._ has rlen11111:-.tratecl ht>y<nttl H qnes
li1111 til t• " ·i;-;do111 111' tlic cha11!!e. 1'h<• n•uHn·al n1arketl a 11e,,· Pra in tl11· history 
111' tl1e 1·01!1•!.!C, '1'he 1·itiZt-'llS of r,,lt>do u;ave. an,l giYe, their h<•artit•:--t sn11pnrt to 
th1· i11 :-- 1 it11tio11. 'ftie n1ai11 li11ildini,! ,vas en•c·te1l .it the eost 11f ah"11t sixtytho11-
~:1111l dollar:-. . It is lhrPc stories a111I a liasen1ent. an1l i:,; eig-hty liy 011t' hn111l1rrl 
:ittd fill y fe1>t. .,\ 11Pat, bril'k str11et11n• of c•n1nu10,lio11s prnp11rtio11" has h1•L~11 :--e
<.:t1n·1l for a< ' 111sl•rvatory of ~l11si<'. 'fhe college l'li11rch. of :-.kilt'ul an·hitectnre. 
ha, lwt-111 lo11ilt at a 1·n::-t of $17 000. nllcl the authorities are now 1•(11npleli11g :t 

b1·i1·k httilll in!! for a yot1ng latli••s d,n·n1itnry, kn1l\\' ll as tho ~1.,ry Ht•atty II all. 
'l'ht> P11d1n\'11111 11t fun,\s ha Ye \tpen i11crea~t>d to t\\·o ihun<lred thous t•td 1l111lars. 
'l'hP lir.,t pn·,id1•nt \\' ,s Hev. S1)l01nou \Veaver, a brother of Bish1lp \Yea,t•r. ot 
( >h10. Ht>\' . \\'111. )1. Uea11lshear. [). D .. has bt>en pre:-.i<lent s111ce 1ss1. 

'l'h1· total 11u1nher of g-nHlt1alt>s frntn lhe reg11lar <'olle~e cla .. ses is 1:~:!. 'fhe 
grnwt h of the sC'hool in n•l'enl ye u·s has bec>n most t>ncoura~ing iu tinancr.:-., 
1111n1lwr of st11tle11ts, increase of patr1111R, a1ul t>tliciency of ,vork <lonl'. 'rhe ont
lnok r,,r Lhc fut11re is the hrighle-.t of its history. 

CORNELL COLLEGE. 

'l'he y(•ar 18;:;7 is 1u,11H•d as the one in \\'hich Cornell Coll(•ge ,,,as founded. 
h11l the lo,va (\inference i--rn1inary, the forerunner or the CollP~«='. was opened 
al ~I t. \'er11on in 18o~. l~ev. 8. nl. :F,•llows was principal,ancl )Iiss C. ,\. Fvrt
n.ei assi-.t 1t1t. Cornt->11 Collt>ge i:; 1n11ler conlrnl of the ~1. E. Chnrch. 

(>f thP lnC'ation Bishop Gilbert llaYen said in a letler to the ~ew Ynrk A.d
voeatE>: '·:N'Pvt>r lune l seen a loYellt'r laurlscape than that v,hich stretches out 
fr1111l 2'lt. "'\'ernon, the site of Cnrnt-ll College. From that open, or that shaded 
top ynnr t ye takf's iu the loveliest lay of lan<l that any rollege in .A.iner1ca lookti 

upon, at lt>ast any tha.t I havo seen." 
lOther colleges ,Yill not feel envious, for Bishop Ilave11 had not seen all the 

beautiful college sites even in Iowa.) 
CornE>ll College seen1s to have been fortunate in securing a ··B oard of Trust

ePs ,vho have bet>n intenst--ly interestPu in her welfare, anti \Vho baYe had good 
juclg1ne11t ancl great financial a.hilitv." 

G. 13. Bn,vwan. R. \V. I<:eelt>r, ,J. (}. Dimmitt, 11. W. Reed, 1). N. Cooley,A. 
,J. l(ynt>tt, Bishop E. (i . . A.nclre\\'S, Bi~hop ,J F. llurst ,and \V. Jt, Johnson have 
been pl esidents of the Boa rd of Trustees. The colleJ,te o,ves much tu II. 1\.. 
(l,,lHn, \\'ho has been treasurer since 1860. The college has fine substantial 
buildings <'l'f>CtC'd at a cost of .,1,hout $150,000. 

Ht>v. l~. \V . J{eeler, I>. D., clean of the theological dt>partn1ent of CE>ntral 
1~cnnE>s,eP College, was the [i rst PrPsi<len t of CornPll Collep;~. Since 18{).'-l Hev. 
W. ~, . King. D. I> .. has been l'resiclent, and under his direction it has hnd a 
largE' SU<'C'es:-1. 'l'hE> graduates unmber 37 1, "nearly one•ha,lf of whon1 are either 

mi11h,ters or leachf'rs.'' 
The catalogue of 18~i '8 shows a total enrollment of 536. From \he firs\ 

G,600 ~turlE>nis have bi>en PnrollC'd at ('ornell ()nllt>ge. 
Thri college ,vas na1nPd for tho lat(' la,mentecl \V. W. Cornell of New York 

citv. 'l'he alumni nncl other friPnds of the college rejoice in the present pros-

perity and future prospects for Uon1ell. 
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THE CENTRAL UNI\rERSITY <>F 1O\VA. 

This college ,vas founded at Pella in 1853 as ''a literary and theological in
stitution under the particular auspices of tbe Baptist denomination.,. A major 
ity of 1 ts trustees must be men1 bers of Baptist churches, but among its instruct
ors and students those of other faiths ha\'e alv.·ay::; had a welcon1e place. Its 
early year::; were prosperous. The ,var of the rebellion gaYe it a severe check. 
~-\.11 its students able to bear arms Prof. A. N. Currier at their bead, volun
teered for the defense of the Union. ()ne hundred and twenty-four of its sons 
v.ere in the army, and twenty-t,vo gave up their liYes for the cause. 

The presidents of Central University have been Rev. Drs. 'E. Gunn, E. H. 
Scarff, G. \V. Gardner, D. I-lead. and L.A. Dunn. The latter deceased Nov. 
~9. 1888, full of years and honors. Rev. Seth .J. Axtell. l!.1. A., no"' tills the of-

fice. 
The courses c,f study in Central University are substantially the same as 

those of our best colleges. They include a protracted course in the classics, a 
thorough drill in pure and applied ma.thematics, a consideralJle introduction to 
physical science, and a general survey of higher philosophy. 

The academic department prepares students for the college courses, and 
also fo1 teaching or business. Instruction in the Bible and sacred literature is 

made a specialty. 
The University affords students the advantages of warm Christian influen

ces, a moral community, quiet. pleasant and healthful surroundings, the in
struction and society of superi0r teachers, and a spirit of earnestness and en
thusiasm in literary work. The rates for tuition and all necessary expenses 

are very low. 
OSI<ALOOSA COLLEGE. 

Rev. Aaron Chatterton and other n1em bers of the ••(Jbristian Church" 
planned for the establishment of Oskaloosa College as early as 1855. Articles 
of incorporation were secured in 1858 but the college ,vas not open for students 

until 1861. 
•·The first year the ,vork of the college was carried on hy Professors G. T. 

<'arpenter and J. vV. Carpenter.'' "During all the years of its history its 
Faculty has been made up of n1en and ,vomen ot culture and experience.'' 

"The number of students enrolled fro1n the first is 5,~8. The number of 
graduates is 91. G·. T. <'arpenter. B. \Y. Jotinson, l!' ~1. Broner, !{ .. II. John
son and J. A. Beattie have each occupied the place of President." ".,..\.. T. 
1iuss and S. P. Lacy were for a short titne .President pro. tem." 

NOR \VEG IAN LUTHER.N COLLEGE. 

This College "\,as established and is snpporte(l'' l>y "tbe Synod for the 
Xor~·egian Evangelical Lutheran Church of .An1erica," iirst at Lacrosse, \Vis .. 
in 1861. In 18G21t was removed to Decorah, Io,v::L Forturee years the College 
occupied. the buil<ling, now used as St. Clou(l Ilotel, and son1e rented roon1s. 

Ip 1865 a ne"· building costing $76,000 was erE,cted and in 1874 an addition 
,vas rnade at a cost of $25,000. •· .\t first everythiug was mainly after the 
European gymnasium or L·ttiu School.'' In 1881 tbe course ,,·as ex.te1Hled to 
:--even years. Since th:-\t time the school has been more .\.mericanized aud the 
English language more used. ''The number of students the first year was 

11, no"' 1ao. ,. 
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The number of teachers the first year ,vas t,vo. now eight. The college 
seems to be doing a gooll work for a class no~ likely to be so well cared for in 
any other school. Laur Larsen l1as been Presideut from the first. 

l'PPER ro,,·A UNI\7ERSIT\:'. 

· 'l)uring the winter of 1854-',5 8. II. Robertson and Robert A.lexander of 
Fayette (to '\\'hose liherality tlte Univen;ity <nves its existence) took meaRures 
for the erection of a Se1ninary in the town of Fayette, Iowa.'' 'rhe first term 
of ,.chool openeii Jan. 1st, 1857, under the auspice:-; of the Upper Io,va Confer
ence of the Methodist Eviscopal Church with Rev. Wm. Poor, A. 1-I., as Prin
cipal. In 18-58 the name was changed to Upper Iowa University. Jt, received a 
charter in 1860. and l{ev. ,vm. Brubh, A. M., Vi'as elected president. The in 
stitution was carried forward under great discouragements because of financial 
difficulties and lack or railroad facilities; but tbe efforts of its friends have been 
re\varded, and it bas entered upon a career of prosperity ,vhich gives pron1ise 
that their brightest bo1 e, may be realized. 

Tbe number of students enrolled in 1887-'8 was 446; the entire nu1n ber from 
the first about ,5,000. Rev. J. w. Bissell, D. D., is President. 

PA.RSONS COLL:CGE. 

Parsons College ov,·es its origin to Le,vis B. Parsons, a citizen of Buffa.lo. 
New York. 

Mr. Parsons left by will lands in Io,vit valued at $!0,000, for the purpose of 

PARSONS COLLEGE, F.AJRFlELD, IOWA. 
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founding a college, to he under the control of the Presbvterians of the State. 
In 1875. t\venty years after his death, a location was found for the to11ege at 
Fairfield. 1'he citizens contributed at tbat time in money. lands, notes an<l 
subscriptions $29,516. 

The first class graduated in 1880, and '·about 600, uesides those ,vho have 
graduated. ha Ye taken a partial course, varying from one to three }ears." 

"The vresent enro1ln1ent is about :300." The college has been growing 
ever since Cirst established, and it~ prospects both for students and funds ,vere 
11ever lietter than at the present time. l{ev. T. D. E'i\'ing, I>. D., is Pre:-;illent. 

DRAKE UNI\'ERsr·ry 

is one of tlle most flourishing~ oung institutions in the country. lt ,vas found
ed l,y Ch<1ncellor G. T. Carpenter. Elder I). R. Lucas and others in 1881, and 
nan1ecl in honor of General F. ~l. Drake of ('eutervill<>, Iowa, its most mu11ifi
ee11t hent'factor. The school ,va-.; opened in temporary quarters ~ept. 20, 1881. 
11ost of the professors and a Jaire numbPr of the students accomp:-inied Presi
dent Carpenter from ()skaloosa College to the ne\'\· venture, a11d aided irreatly 

in securing the alniosl phenomenal sue 
ce~s that has cro,vned the new iustitu
t ion. Each , ear has ,vitnessecl an in---. 

'\ . 
• r•reased attendance over the former, and 

by means of\, ell executecl land $Cbemes. 
donations. etc., the financt>s have bet-n 
kf'pt in satisfactory condition. The 

• University pos~ei-:sesexce11ent buildings. 
appHratus, library and musenm. 

The following are the organized de
partmPnts: C1 lh•ge of Letters and 
Science, Normal College, Bible Co11ege, 

· College of Law, C'olll'ge of 11eclich1e and 
Pharmacy, Business C1,llege, Musical 
College, and C<1llege of Art. These :;1g

.,. gref!at e a corps of more than fifty able 
teachers. and last yt-ar enrolled 605 stu

dents, which number will doubtless be largely increased the present year. 
Callanan Colleg~, formerly a f Pmale boarding school, is now one of tbe cir

cle of colleges const1tut1ng the University, and is the seat of the normal and 
sowe other departments. 

In the language of a -distinguished visitor, "University Place seems de
signed by nature for the seat of a great literary institution,'' beautiful, retired 
and healthful. 

Drake University is in no objectiouaule sense sectarian, but is open in all 
of its departments alike to tbose of all religions, politics. nationalitiPs 01· sex
liberal, modPrn, aud yet Cbrtstian in its spirit and methods. It is under tbt> 
geueral control of tbe Cburcb of Christ. 

Sil\iIPSON COLLEGE. 

At the first session of tbe "\Yestern Iov.1a Conference of the ~1ethodis Epi~
copal church, in response to a petition from the quarterly conference of Indiano
la staiion,the conference ordered that so soon as the citizens of Indianolai:iboultl 
erect and pay for suitable buildings, worth at least $3.000. to be used as a ·•Male 
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and Female Seminary," the conference \Vould accept the same, assume its con
trol, and give it its patronage. 

.A. Board of Trustees was elected. They incorporated under the name of 
the •·Indianola Male and Feruale Seminary," and ~rected a building in the 
summer of 1861. Prof. E.W. Gray was elected principal. 

The citizens of Warren county contributed $4,350 to erect the first building
The institution lived and grew under the superintendence of Professors Gray, 
Winons, Baker and Vernon, and i 1 1867 was raised to the rank of a college un
der the name of ~impson Centenary College. 

In June. 1867, the citizens of Indianola assumed the erection of a new 
building, to cost $17,500. '£hrough the failure of the contractor it cost them 
much more than this before it was completed in October, 1870. 

For many years the college, or possibly the college presidents ''struggled 
under a debt .. , The conference has now undertaken to raise $50,000, and the 
people of Indianola, aR their part of it, have erected another building, now 
nearly completed, to cost $12,000. 

In all these years, in prosperity or adversity, the school bas constantly done 
the work of a Christian College. Its graduates number 240 from the different 
departments, while the catalogues show that during- the last nineteen years the 
aggregate number of students is 4,229. 

PENN COLLEGE 

Penn College is an outgrowth of an effort to revive the work of Spring 
Creek .J:\..cademy, which was founded four miles east of Oskaloosa. 

The first corporation was known as the "Iowa Union College Association of 
Friends,'' and was changed to "Penn College" in 1873. 

The walls of the first college building were blown down, but the first col
lege term opened in September, 1873, with John W. Moody as President. 

Business and Normal Departments were opened, but after a few years 
were given up. Benjamin T. Trueblood, L. L. D., was chosen President in 
1879, which place he still holds. "The numbt-r of students in the college classes 
has doubled since 1880." A special effort is now being made to raise $5v.00O en
dowment, and also money for additiona1 bulldings. The first class graduated 
in 1875, numbering one. In 1888 the gradnating class numbered 12. In 1887-'8 
there were 143 students. The graduates number '60. 

In 1887 the Board of Trustees arranged to give the members of the .l!'aculty 
a year's vacation from teaching one at a time. that they might have more time 
for special study. If colleges generally had funds for this purpose there could 
be no doubt of the wisdom of such action by the trustees of every college. 

TABOR COLLEGE. 

Deacon George B. Gaston and Rev. John Todd were the founders of Tabor 
College. They with others gave very largely of their property. 

The school was first incorporated under the name of ' 'Tabor Literary Insti
tute'' in 1854. An academy was opened in 1857 with W. M.. Brooks as princi
pal. In 1866 the trustees reincorporated as Tabor College. Du1ing the trying 
years of the civil war, though three times every one subject to military duty 
left for the battle-field, the school never closed. Receipts were small, but the 
work was carried on without debt. 

After the opening of the college the average number of different students 

• 



t•11101led t•ach yt•ar for ten y1•ars \\'ag :!0-'i. <>f tht>se fifty \\'erc· in the colh•gt• dl•
par1 n1ent. 'l'hc average• nu1nber 1•a<'h ~C'Hl' as i-hown lty tht• catal11g11es 1 .. r tbt> 
last ten )'t•ars is :!l L ()f tht>~e au avera~e 11f i!-1 ha\(' bt•e11 i11 till, collc~e 1lepart-

1neut. 
\\ithinten years \Vhitin ('utlage and (;a:,-;tou IIall havP hee11 erl-'<"led, worth 

1Hore than all the other huildi11gs of tht• rolh•L!e, affonling- a pl1•:1saut ho1ne :11111 

Pxcelleut roon1s for H·c·ilation::,, a11tl otli<·t>s. 
1.'\\o hu11tl1<'d we11t out fron1 the ac-adn111y to t<.•ach iu tl1P p11bli1· :•whuols. 

an,\ ::-ince t1 11• 011e11i11g' of thc> c•olh•ge rrn1n one-third to one-half of all wlio ha\P 

::,,tutlie1l at 1.'alJor ha,·e hPen teacher::--. 
( >r all "ho hn, e heen co1111c·cte<l with 'l'ahnr < 'olle;.:e 1un10 ha \'I' ]Pft a 111or~ 

lasti11~• i1upressio11 for g11ntl 11111n1 tlH• C'harac\11 1· ot the :;t11ilc11ts than Hev .. John
son \\ right \' ho was professor i11 the coll<•:.re fro1n ISli(i u11til hi;; d('ath i11 l~ii. 

l{t'V. \Yin. Brnok:- has IJPPll at the head <•f the i11slitutio11 sincf tht> ope11i11g 

of th1· academy iu 1~:-,;. 
\YIII'l'Tl ER COLI.HCF. 

,, bitti~r ('till<'~t> • .\ iatio11 wa:- organized ~.Jay 17. 18Gi. 1.'he arti1·les of 
j111·orpu l'I' , itled that the ··Boan! of 1'ru~tel's :-1h11ultl c·1u1si:-t of tiftcen 
n1c1ultcrs. all of \\·horn shall he niemhcr::,, ol the :,;;uciety of ~-rie1111,...

1
' 'flu' :--cnool 

,vas opened in ~lay. !Slits. i11 chaq!l' of .John ,v. \Youdy aucl hi::; "'ift'.. 'fht• lirst 
clas::- of 11iUl~ g1·a1htall•1l ill l 71. \\'hittit•r Colle~e. though 11a111ed in honor of 
the great poet, has not e:--cn}•l'•l 1ts sharl' of trials. '·!Tard tin1es. short crops;· 
etc., follo,Yetl liy a tire in lSM. "bich reduced to ashes all that 1•oultl burn, 
::;eeme<l to tln·<'alen the very life ot the scbrol, hut through the efforts of l'rof. 
John ~lorgan, .John E. ~litchell, Nathan Cammack an1l others tltl' school 

• 
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ope11ed Nov. 16. J8S7, "'ith Prof .. .:\ .. J. BidrHson as President, under most health
ful and pleasant surroundings. The collt>ge i~ a.t Salem. 

A:\IITY COLLEGE> COLLEG·E SPRINGS, IO\\' A . 

.Amity College was foundecl in 1856, and thougb it is not denominational. 
it may l.Je termed a christian institntion, where t he first principles of christi

;i'"cc-

_. . - o- ~-

~ ~ - ,~-@-. - - ~ _..:';; = . . :tN, ' ., 

anity and christian 
morals are inculca
ted.. 

The college has 
classical, sci en ti fie, 
normal, comn1ercial, 
n1usical and art de
pc1rt n1ents. There 
are t,vo \Veil equipped 
buildings. one t--rectecl 
,v1tl1in the past few 
years. The n1useum 
1 ontainc; over 4,000 
Rl'ecimens. The li

brary of 1,000 volumes 1s ,veil supµht"d with t,uoKs o, rt>fere.nce. The value of 
buildings aud grouncls is about ~3.5.000. Tl.le college bas an endowment of 
$~0,000. 

Under the presidency of Rev. T. J. l{ennedy, D. D., for the past five Jears 
the college has improved. 'l'he attendance for the year 1887-'8 \Vas 2-51, the 
largest for seven years. 

CONCLUSION. 

The cJeno1ninc1tional colleg-es of Io°\\'a haYe heen founded by tllose who 
with true n1js~ionary i-pirit },ave sought to lu1sten the coming of the kingdom 
of Righteousness. If t be fouuders haYe eYf'r been blinded by denominational 
zeal " Let him that is ·without sin cast the fi rst stone.'' No man can with cf'r
taiuty tell that as much could have been accornplisherl by more concentratecl 
effort. ~ach college has given to the world a large return for the mo1tt>y volun
ta r ily given to build it np. \rbatever may be their future .the past is secure, 
t hey have done a ,vork iu which all rejoice. 

'l'he strea1ns ,Yhich have y<•arly gone out froru these fountains of intelli
~ence haYe not been the least important in the moral forces "\Yhieb ha,ve placed 
[owa amnng tlu• fore most state::;. "\Ye nu1y he moderate iu our prai:-,es of lo,va 
for the lT. R. census speaks Ler praises ,vith no uncertain sound. 



JEROZvIE AI~LEN, l'H. I). 

'l'ht· nrst educational ,vork of ,Jerome ... \.Hen in ro,va \\'as tlone at 1faquo
keta, wh1::re he ,vas principal of the . ..\.cademy in that pl.lee. in lS.Y.t A.ftPr two 
year:;' \\·ork th<•re, on thr. recommendation of Pres. Ilitchcock. of AmhE>rstCol
lege, his .\.lma ~later. he ,vas elected L'rofessor of Natural Sciences, in Alex
ander College, l)ubnque. lli>re he ,vorke1l until thP collapse of that institu

tion. in 18-'>B. Then he 
hecame principal of Bow
en Collegiate Institute, 
al llopkinton, and also 

~ pastor of tliu l'reshy
teria n <'hnrch at that 
plaC(!. In lhic; double ca
parity he lahorecl for 
eight years. T\\·o years 
aftel' hl' look charge of 
this school it passed into 
l h<> poss<>ss1011 ot' the 
Synod of lo\\'a, and its 
nan1e changed an,l ,-.·ork 
en largeil to Lrno.r ( 'ol
lcy1•. <)f this institution 
he ,,·as the tirst presi
dent, and during the "'ar 
recruited a l~rgc nu1nber 
of students for the armv . 
• \t the close of eight 

, .i vears' double ,vork in 
,,~ ¾ ~~ this place he ,vas con1-

c.;;r ~ -~~l pelted, through a hreak-

iniz down of his health, tu rt-sign, and 101 t ,vo year~. ,yhile SupPrintendent of 
Schools at MontirPllo, engagecl very largely in institute ,vork in various parts 
of thf' ~t;itf'. \\'hile at l)ubuquC' be "'as one of the early workC'rs in the Iowa 
State Teachers'A.s!-lociation, in connection ,vith D. Fl'anklin \Vt>lls. I>r. .\Hen 
waq tne org~tnizer of some of the first normal institutes ever held in the Stale of 
l o"•a. 'fbe fir:-t one \\'as conducte1l at \Vashington ,vhile Mr. Eldridge \\·as 
County Superintendent. '£his school continued two wPeks and was a genuine 
no1mal institute. The next one v.·as C'ondurted the iutn1C' ypar at Io,va Falls 
for four weC'ks. anrl the yPar following one of six ,veeks in the ~aine place. and 
also another of four ,vt-eks at ('edar Falls. These first institutes \\'ere' held as 
follo,vs: One at Wi?shington, two at. Io,va Falls, and t\\·o at C'C'clar Falls. 

At lhf' rlose of t,vo years work in instilutf"s and at ~lonticello he ren1oved 
to New York City ,vhere hiR 11ap Iha,ving ,vas publishe<l by the house of A.~
Jla1 nes ~"- Co., \\ hile he also assisted in revising 11onteith '~ C~eol-{raphica.1 
RPriPs, nnu placed in it hiss, Rlem of 1nap drawing. \Vhile lH•re he prf>parcll 
and puhlishf'cl Mf'thods for Tea<'hers in (innnmar. Previous to lbis ti1ne he 
was eleC'tAd by thA Iowa State Teachers' .i\ssor.iation as editor of its organ, 
then puhlishf'd at l)Ps t.tnines. ,vhich honor be was obliged lo dl~cliue. Ile wa~ 
during this time joint author with Mr. Bolt"•ood of his Grammar, and as~isted 
in its preparation as far as to the end of J>art II. 

• 

' , 
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After laboring in institutes and literary ·work for t"•o years he became a 
member of the faculty of institute conductors of the State of New York, where 
be remained three years, when he was elected professor o[ natural sciences at 
the opening of the state normal school at Geneseo, Ne"' York. Here he re
mained between ten and eleven years and published his handbook of Experi
mental Chemistry for Laboratory use. During the time he " 'as at Geneseo be 
was for four years editor of Barnes' Educational l'Ylonthly a,n<l also president of 
the New York State Teachers' Association. Ile then accepted the presidency 
of the state normal school at St. Cloud, ,vbere he remained nearly four years, 
,vhen, owing to the state of his wife's health he removed to New York City 
a.nd became editor of the School Journal and Tea,chers' Institute. '.rwo years 
.ago he was elected rrofessor of Pedagogy in the Post (¾raduate Department of 
the University of the City of New York. At the t"\\·enty-fifth anniversary of 
the opening of Lenox College, Iowa, be delivered a n1emorial address , nd re
<:eived the degree of Pb. D. 

LITERARY " TORK. 

A Hand-Book of Experimental Chemistry for Laboratory Use. (Teneseo. 
A Grammar and .. \nalysis. ~1onticel1o. 
Methods for Teachers in Grammar. Clark and Mayna,rd, New York. 
Joint Author of Bolt,vood's Grammar as far as Part IL Sherwood, Chicago. 
Map Drawing in 1footeith's Geographies. A. S. Barnes & Co., ~ew York. 
}.!anual of Map Drawing. A. S. Barnes & Co., New York. 
1\1.ind Studies for Young Teachers. E. L. Kellogg,._~ Co., New York. 
Temperament in Education. E. L. Kellogg & Co., New York. 
Editor of Barnes' Educational Monthlv fotu· years. 
Editor of Teachers' Institute and School .Journal, New York city, five 

years. 
Short Stutlies in English. .A .. S. Barnes & Co., :New York. 

R. A. HARKNESS, A. lVI. l 

PROF. 01• r.,.\'l'l~, PARSONS COLLEGE, FAIRFIELD. 

Richard Anderson Harkness, for twenty-five years in Io'\>va educational 
work, was born in Delhi, Delaware county, New York, November 25, 1839. His 
~ducation was commenced in the district school. 1Vben thirteen years of age 
he entered tbe Delaware Academy at Delhi. He taught his first district school 
in Delaware County, Nevv York, when only sixteen years of age. Then went 
to Licking County, Ohio, where he taught continuously for three years except 
one term, which time he attended the Dennison University at Granville, 
Ohio. Ile returned to New York in the summer of 1860, spent a year at the 
academy pre.paring for college, and entered the junior class in Union Colle>ge in 
the fall of 1861. In two years he graduated from the classical course. After a 
sbort time spent in an academy at Cherry Valley, New York, as an assistant 
teacher, he came to Iowa in February, 1864, and accepted the principal ship of 
the schools of Garden Grove in Decatur county. He remained in this position 
for eighteen years. In 1882 he was called to the chair of Latin in Parsons Col
lege, Fairfield, which position he now occupies. 

Prof. Harkness, during the past quarter of a centllry, has been closely con-
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nected ,vith the woTk of the teachers' institute. and of the State Teachers' .A.s
sociation. IIe conducted his first institute in ,Yayne County, Iowa, in the fall 
of 1866. Ile has been engaged in institute "·ork more or less from that time to 
the present. l-Ie bas ·worked mostly in tbe counties of ,,~ayne. Dec,ltur, Ring
gold, Clarke. Lucas and Jefferson. In connect,ion with Prof. J,..,razier, of Leon, 
be held an institute of four ,veeks in the sumn1er of 1869 at Leon. "'hich ,yas 
perhaps among the first institutes of four v;,eeks· session, held in tbe State . 

• ~t t,be meeting of the State Teachers .\ssoriation in 1snu, and again in 1867 
Prof. IIarkness was appointed one of the editors of the "Io"·a Scnool .J onrnal. ·• 
the educational journal published under the management of the assoC'iation. 

Few IO'\Ya educators ha Ye contributed so n1any and such Yalu able papers to 
the proceedings of the State Teachers' .\,..ssociation as has Prof. llarkness. Ile 
has taken a deep interest in the \\'Ork of tbe association, and i~ constantly serY
ing on some of its committees. In 1881 be was elected president of the associa
tion, and presided over its annual meeting at Ceclar Fallf- in lS8~. 

Prof. Harkness is quiet and unobtrusive in his manner. ~\.1,faJ s appreciat
ed best by those who know bin1 best. His heart is in the educational work~ bis 
life bas been devoted to it, and he ,vill probably continne in the ~-ork ,Yhile 

health and Yigor lasts . 
.Prof. Harkness ,vas married in August, 1Sli5, to )liss ~usie n. Humeston. 

1'bree children-t,vo girls and a boy- bave graced the union. 

J AlV[ES E. TODD, ,.A... l\I. I B. D. I 
PHOF. OF N,\T1'R.\.L f-f'IENCE, TABOR C<lJ,LEOE, T.\ HOK, IO"'.\. 

James Edward Todd "as born Frb. 11th, 18.J:f>, at Clarksfield, ()hio. IIis 
father, Rev .. John Todd, settled in Free moot C'o .. Io,va, in 1850, "here the sub
ject of this sketch received bis early training. Ile was preparPcl for college in 
Tabor Literary Institute, then recently es ablished. Ile took his college course 
at Oberlin College, Oberlin, 0 .. where he received the degree of .,\.. B. in lSH, . 
. A.fter taking t"·o years in Union 1'heological ~eminary. :N"e-w ~{ork, he returnec,l 
to Oberlin and took the degrees of I3. D. and ,.\.. 1YI., in 1870. flaying l,een 
chosen professor of Natural Bcienoes in Tabor College, he took ooe year of 
post graduate study in zoology. geology and che1nistry. in 8heffield ScicntHic 
School, Ne\V IIaven, Conn., continuing his studies v.·ith the U. S . . Fish Co111-
mission, on the .Atlantic coast for three consecutive sc>asons. ln the suunner 
of 187<1. be spent tv.•o months at the Ilarvard Sun1mer ~chool of Geology, at 

Cumberland G-ap, Tenn. 
Ile entered upon bis duties as professor in Tabor Co11ege in 1871, an«l has 

n1issed but five teru1s since. Jyiost of that timP ,vas spent as in~l,ruet1n· of 
Geology, Zoology. and Botany, i.. Beloit College. ,vis .. in 1881,-'2-·3, also a 
term in IIoward University, Washington, D. l'. During his college clays he 
taught district school four terms, in Iowa and Ohio. Ile marriecl. ,June 1-3: 
18,6, IYliss Lillie .J. Carpenter. Ile has t"·o children, ?Y1ilo Eugelle. and r~lla 

Louise. I-le se1·ved as private in Cu. l{ .. i.'i0th Ohio :National Guards. in 18CH. ~ince 
1881 he has tilled the position of Assistant (~eologist in the Glacial Division of 
the U. S. Geological Survey. His ,vork bas been mainly in southeastern 
Dakota, upon the superficial deposits of the 11issouri Yalley. IIe has puhlishell 
several papers in the ...unerican Xaturalist, lo,va Horticultural Reports, and 
proceedings of the An1erican Association for the adYance1ncnt of Science. son1e 
of whieh haxe awal~ene<l wide-spread interest. 
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RE\". JOHK \,Vi\I. BISSELL, ....-\. l\I. l D. D.) 
J>Hg:--JDENT OF l l'l'EH Hn\'A l l ~[\'RUf-ITY, FAYE1"l'E, f()\\' .\. 

No institution in Iowa has ruade greater progress during tlle past few 
years than Upper Io\va lTni \'ersity at Fayette. The man at the bead of that iu
sti tntion, ,vho has guitlecl its alf airs and shaped its progress. is Rev. J. "'\,. Ris
sell. He was horn in 1>rescott. Canada, August 4, 1&1.1. Ile was the yom1gest 
of a fantily of se\Ten children. five boys and two girls. \Vhen ,John 'rVilliam 
,Yas t"·o Jean, old his father died. 'l'be mother \vith llC'r seveu cbil<lren in 1846 

1novell to Illinois, ancl settled 
at Lighthouse, Ogle Couuty. 

In 1860 ,J. ,v. Bh;sell en
tered R,ock l{iYer Seminary at 
1'1t. ilorris, Ill. Fron1 there 
be entere<l Northwestern Uni
versity at Evanston, Ill., an(l 
graduated from the classical 
com·se in 1867. I111n1ediately 
after graduation he a<'cepte<l 

the professorship of Latin and Greek in Northern Indiana College at South 
Be11d, Indiana. In 1868 he hecan1e principal of Brookston Acaclen1y, "hich 
position be occupied for t"'O years. In 1870-'71 he was a student Ht Garrett 
Biblical Institute at Evanston, and at the sau1e time served as pastor of Simp
son cburcb, Chicago. Iu the fall of 1871 he came to Iowa, and entered the 1Jp
per Io\va Methodist Episcopal Conference, and was stationed at Ne"· IIamp
ton. The follov.•ing year be was elected Profest--or of :Natural Science in Upper 
Iov.a University at },ayette. In 1873 be was electe1l acting president of the in
stitution, and ,vas formally mafle president in 1874. 

It was in 1869, " ·hile principal of J3rookston Acade111y, that Presiclent J3is
sel1 was married. 

The educational career of l'resi1lent 13issell in lowa e:xtencls back over a 
period of sixteen years, ancl the results of his "\\'Ork n1ay he best n1easured by 
making a brief account of the progress and present condition of the Upper Iowa 
1~niYersity . The institutioh \Vas founded in 1857, and is nndt>r control of the 
i1ethodist EpiRcopal church. \V"hen I>r . .Bissell hecame president there" as 
but one 'building. now there are three. Two haYe been erected during the pasi 
six years. The buildings are well equipped for educational purposes ,vith hbra
ry, appliances and apparatus. Iu connection with the college is an observatory 
in which is n1ounte<1 a large telescope of 8-inch glass, for the use of astroncnuy 
classes. During ihe past eight years the attendance has been doubled. Last 
year. 1887-'8, there were eurolled 446 different students; this year, 1888-'!J. the 
enrollment ,rill probabl) rearh 500 students. 

There are fifteen professors and instruetors, \Vell qualified in their respect
iYf' lines of ,vork. 

Besides the four regular college courses tbere are 11reparatory courses, a 
normal clepart1nent for teachers, a eo1nmercial college clPpart1nent, a conserva
tory of music, and an art department. 

In tbe management of the institution it is the purpose to maintain a high 
standard of scholarship, and to keep the student's expenses a:;; lo,v as possible. 

Everything about the school betokens prosperity. It has taken a new 
growth during recent years that is most gratifyiug to Dr. Bissell ancl to all 
friends of the school. 

, 

-
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rl'his disling11ishetl Iowa edu('ator. preacher a11cl \\Titer, \\'a:-, born in Nt>l!'on 
Co., I(y,, ~larch 4th. 1Ha4, of English-<~ermau anc-estors, ,\'ell related on hoth 
sides of t hP hous1·. II is fa tlH•r died "·Iii le bP "\\'as only an i 11 I ant. ~~V«'D year" 
after\\·,u ds his 1nother marriPd again ancl removed to Bureau Co., Ills., " ·here 
the SHbject of 011r ~ki->tc•h l?Tr-\V to nuu1hood 1 t>nure l to the hanlships ancl cle-

priYations incident to a .. 

....... : 

-~ . 
: : ,,. "" ....... 

. ;;: :· ~ ,:·_ . . . 

ne,Y ,·oun try. Bnt frnn1 
early childhood be was 
notecl fo1· energy. iud us 
try. au, l up1ightuess of 
character. 1' he o Id 
neighbor:-. )'l't have u1any 
pleasant things to say of 
his early 1ife. Ilis prt>p
aratiun for collt>ge ,vas 
receh·ed in the Prince
ton ,\c·aile111y. cond uc·tc~cl 
l,v Prof. Ja111es S1nitll, 
a deacon in the chHrch 
of the ,vell-kno\\' 11 anti
s)aver\ aµitator. ()\\'CH 

Lovejoy. \\"hile in this 
school he supportt>cl liin1-
self. 1nait1ly. by lal,or . 
• \1nong many like 
thi11gs. he re1neu1bers to 
have sa\\·ed fifteen <'t>rcls 
of \\ ood for 11 r. l,ove
joy's churl'h. durin1,r ont• 
,\·inter. 

In 18!;1 he rna.cle a trip into lo\\',t a11cl tau~ht hi~ lirst school an,l made his 
lirst t>llorts as a 1ui11ister at Greenbush, \Yarren Co. H.etu1 ning to Illinois he 
taught t,yo terms in hi"I ho1ne district. rt>ct•ivinJ! au advance of $!;.OO per ruonth 
for the secon1l tcrn1 and the pron1be of a still greater advatH'e if ht• \\'ouhl re
turn and teach the school the following) ear. 1'his he clecliucll to do as he \Vas 
desirious of c•on1pleling a colle~e C'Ourse. 111 l~H he graduated from .. \.hing,lon 
Collegl'. tlelivt•ri11g the valt>tJic·tory add1ess. as he had al-.o done on lea,·ing the 
.\<•a<lt•1ny. J)u1ing the• latter part of his colleg(• course be ta .. ght a~ a tutor to 

excellt>nt aCl't>planc:t• . 
.. \ t'ler graduating. be ca1ne to \Vintcrsel, Iowa, "here he tanght ancl 

prea<'hed some two years with good suC"cess. In Sept em bet. 1861, be ancl bis 
older brothe1. \V .J. Carpenter, ,vere called lo open and conduct ()skal<,osa Col
lege. This they did under circurostanc<•s that would have ,vhollr discoura~e,l • • 

less cl<•termined spirits. li'or twenty years be remained connected ,vitb tbis 
school, most of the timt> he ,vas its presiiling-officer; and under his indefatig
able lauors and liberal cle,otion it a('hieved its best success. I>uring thiH 
tw(•nty y<•ars residence at Oskaloosa. he was for several year~ editor in chief of 
th<' Chrisfiro, E,·,,nydi.~t. and Ulled yarioHS iroportaut educational, political and 

r 
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business positions. Indeed he has always been a man of a11'airs, as \\'ell as a 
successful professional man . 

. June 21st, 1863, he was mar1ied to Miss IIenrietta T. Drake, daughter of 
Judge ,John a. Drake, of Drakeville. Iowa, who has ever since been bis loving 
and eminently helpful companion. From .. this union there have been born four 
children, one son and three daughters. 

.. 

In 1878 Mr. Carpenter ,vas ap
pointed a United States IIonorary 
Con1n1issioner to the \Vorld's Fair at 
Vienna, Austna. Several months 
v.•ere spent at the Fair and in a tour 
of Europe. Sketches of this tour ap
peared in t,venty-six interesting let
ters published in the Evangelist, of 
v.'hich paper be ,vas then a propriet
or. .A.fter bis return he frequently 
lf>cture<l upon his observations 
abroad. 

Mr. Carpenter has long been a 
radical i>rollibitionist, aud in 1879 be 
,vas un~uimously nominated by the 

. . ~ Prohibition Convention at Cedar 
Rapids for Governor of the State. 

This honor he felt compelled to decline and the Central Committee reluctantly 
supplied the place with another name. Politically he has alivays acted with 
the Republicans, though sometimes scratching the ticket fron1 temperance or 
other moral considerations. 

For many years 11r. Carpenter has looked upon I>es i\Ioines as the place to 
found a great uniYersity, and several times he bad looked the city over, and 
held confidential conversations with such objects in view. But not till in 1880 
did the project seem possible. .A.t that tin1e a suggestion made by Elder D. R. 
Lucas was seized upon, and culminated ju founding Drake University the fol
lowing year. Tbe plan vras tof,,rm and incorporate a land company, and that 
this company should buy, plat and sell a large tract of land in and near the 
city, and tbat a certain per cent of the proceeds should go to a contemplated 
university. Not without some effort ,vas this purpose put into effect. This 
having been done, articles of iucorporation were dra"'n for the university, and 
a provisional Board of Trustee~ selected. The name and certain other matters 
bad been left blank. At this juncture General Drake of Centerville, Iowa, who 
as yet had not been directly identified with the project, of(ered to start Lbe en
dowment with a cash donation of $20,000, conditioned tha,t a good building 
should be erected, and held cleat of inclelJtedness. In consideraLion of this lib
eral donation tbe Board resolved to name the institution in his honor. Ile has 
since n1ade large additional donations to the school. 

Three things ought here in justice to ue stated: 
1. Messrs. Carpenter, I~ucas and others were the real founders of the 

school. 
2. That General Drake has been by far the most muniticeut rnoneyed bene

factor. 
:3 . That at the time of his first contribution he did not O\Yn a <lollar 'f- ,vorth 
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of property in or near Des ~Joines. If is contributions to the uniYersity, like 
nn1nerous others to other good '1.'0rks, were purely benevolent. 

It is slating the proposition moderately to say that ihe uuh·er3ity u,ves its 
existence, and ahnost pllenon1enal prosperit~, more large>ly to Chancellor Car
penter than to any other one man. Bnt for birn tlle institutiou ,vould neYer 
have bee>n Hence it is natural that he should look upon this strong and gro"·
ing university as the pet aud pri1le of his life. ~\.!ready it 1,as its J.Jiterary, Nor-
1nal, Bi l>le, La'A", Ml•dical , ( 'on1 mercial, Mu sir al and Art I>epartments. aggre
gating some fifty able illstructors, and six hundred students. 

Mr. Carpenter is of n1ediu1n size, ,vell formed , and his onee raven lock:s are 
prematurrly turned to ,vhite. 'rhough in moderately good health he is evi
dently begin11iug to realize the natural effects ot' hi::; adoptrd motto: ··Better 
,vear out than rust out.'' In disposition he is con1panionable and liberal almost 
to a fault. .A.s a preacher ancl teacher he is clear, logical and forcible, rather 
than oratorical, though his di scourses are not without llights of eloquence and 
heart po,ver. In 111ental traiti:- he is characterized hy practical comnion sense 

an,1 energy. 

RE\' . vVl\I. M. BROOKS, 
PH.l'}fUDJ<~::,.;-T OF TABOR l'OLLBG_b;, 'J'.\UOR, 10\\' A 

~ 
\V. ~I. Brooks i:-1 one of the oldest college presidents in the ,,· est. Ile has ' 1 i 

been at the head of Tabor College which was formerly Tabor Literary Insdtute, 
for ·thirty-one years. Jie-,vas boru at La Porte, Ohio, March -5, 1835. Ile gra-
duated at OlJerlin College. Ohio, at the age of t,venty-t,vo. rre taught school 
every winter dui-ing the tilne he pursued his college course. On graduation in 
1857 he catne to Io"va, and has been closely identified with tbe educational work 
of the State ever since. I!'rom 1857 to 1866 he was Presi<lent of Tabor Literary 
Institute. In 1866 the institution was re-incorporated, and lJecame Tabor Col-
lege, of vyhich Dr. Brooks has been president to the present time. President 
Brooks has not only done a noble work for Tabor College and its interests, but 
he has taken part in 111any public interests in the State. Twice he has been 
(..)ounty Superintendent of Fremont County. And in the pioneer institutes and 
teachers associations he bad mucb to do. Ile attended State Teachers' Asso-
ciations when be had to travel nearly the ,vhole distance across the State to the 
ulace of meeting, in a day when there ,vere no railroad aceommodations from 
western Io\\'a, and when tbe journey consumed two ,veeks time in going an1l 
returning. This rnanifests au ed ncational zeal that was common ,vith the 

pioneer educators of Iowa. 
In J8i5 President Brooks was elected a memller of the State Legislature in 

the interests of temperance. In the House he was not only a n1ember of the 
Committee on the Suppression of Intemperance, but also ot' the Public Library, 
and was Chairman of the Committee on SC'bool L egislation. In 1876 he was 
chosen Presidential elector on the Republican ticket, and voted for Rutherford 
13. I:Iaves for President of the l ynitf<l States. Ile \vas an active member of the 
Board of Directors of the State TemperauCl' .:\.lliance during thi Prohibition 

amencln1ent can1 paign. 
President Brooks has cleliYered lectures on religioui;, educational, political 

and temperance questions iu 1nany different places in lo,va as ,veil as in other 
States . For nu\.llf years he averaged one address each week. 

For 111orP than thirty years Presiclent Brooks has heen one of tlH• ac:tive and 
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influeutial "'orkers in the Htate Teachers' .A.ssociatio11. Iu 1868 be ,vas 1,resi
dent of the association. Ile i:,,; 110,Y a member of tue Educational Counci1. Ilut 
these fc,Y brief statements conyey no idea of the ,·alue and extent of such a 
n1an ·s work in· llelping to 1nolll the educational charartcr of our State. 

"\\'e should he1·e :--tate tbat during the past eight years Tabor Collrge has 
ma,le remarkable progress. .~hout $20,000 has been added to the c1Hlo"·ment 
t'nntl. The permnnent·property of the college has been increased $50,000. (-i-as
tou Ilall, and ,vhitiu Cottage for laclies are t\vo fine buildings \Yhir.h hav<•heen 
erected \\1itbin eight years. 

RE\'. \VILLI.-\:i\I F. KINC~
1 

D. D., 
l'H~:--lDRNJ' _OF ('()H~EI, L ('OLLEHE, :ur. \ ' l<: H'N'<1N , IO\\' \. 

- I 

<)ne of tbe oldes(among the leading collegt> presidents in the North,Yest is 
Dr. \V. F. King of Cornell College, 11t. \ ' ernon, llnYa. Ile is no,v serYing his 
tVi'enty-seventh year as president of that '\\'ell kuo,vn institution. 1 I e was born 
near Zanesville, ()h io, I>e<.:eu1ber 20, 18.'37, hence be is UO\\' fifty-one• years of 
age. His parents were of olcl "\yirginia families. and ,vere thrift~', iutelligent 
an<l religious. 

i • 
I 
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~ President l{ing graduated from 
Ohio "\\"esleyan "LyniYersity in 18,57. IIe 
filled the position of tutor in his ahua 
mater after graduation until 18£>2, when 
on the solicitation of l~eY. S. M. Fel
lows, then president of Cornell College, 
be came to lo\-va and entered that col
lege as Professor of Ancient I,anguages. 
Near the close of the school year Presi
dent Fellows died, and in 18C13 Professor 
J(ing became acti.ng president, to " 'hicb 
position be was formally elected in 186.5. 

\· 1fore than a quarter of a century at 
···:·. t he bead of a growing c·ollege ~·here 
~-:t/ thousands of stucleuts have Leen .. 
'I,; brought under bis influeuce,be has been 

if:f an impo1tant factor in the educational ~,,, 
·-~- " 'ork of Io"'a. 

.. /( 
:iffJ==!"!H;: •/. 

Hi:1 time has almost entirely Leen 
occupiecl in work for the college; to the 
up building of this grand institution- an 
honor to the church and to Iowa-he has 

' \ :'.:-\\ ' ·-~ ; : .: :ii:::•,;• .}tiit?_;:::, 
<levoted his "'bole life. 

But President. King has al,vays taken a deep interest in the educational af
fairs of the cou 11try . Ire has been President 01' the Iowa State Teachers' ,\s
sociation (1885), and has been an active member of the association for many 
years, and alsu a leadiug member of the Educational Council. Ile is no\\· a 
member of the National Educational <'ouncil in connection with the Natiounl 
-1"\.ssociation. I n the programs of these organizations he has taken part many 
times, and as a men1ber of our State association he is al,vays actively engaged 
-011 i1nporta.nt committee work. 

lle has delh·ered addresses at high school commencen1ents, ancl baccalau-
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reate sermons at college commenceme11t::; at various institutions in the West. 
Although now past fifty, bis pulpit power bas increased during the past few 
years. Ile is more effective as a public speaker now than ever uefore. 

In 1870 President l{ing received from the Illinois Wesleyan lrniversity the 
degree of D. D ., and in 1887 be received sitnultaneously frotn his alma mater 
and the Iowa State University the degree of LL. D. 

l'resident King bas traveled quite extensively in this country, mostly in the 
interests of the college, and has once visited Europe (1871}. Ile is unusually 
well informed concerning tbe places \Vhich he has visited. I-le is a n1an of 
broad cu!ture and large information, with whom it 1s a profit and a pleasure 
for one to meet and speak. 

In 187G Dr. King was elected by the Upper Iowa ~lethodist Episcopal Con
ference a delegate to the general conference of the church. Ile was the secPnd 
time elected in 1888. \Vbether in the conference of the church or in the coun
cils of teachers' associations, whenever he speaks he is listened to \Vit.h the 
closest attention and with marked effect. 

President I{ing "'as married in .August, 1865, to 1\Iiss Margaret 1lcl{ell of 
ChHlicothe. Ohio, who all these years bas been the inspiring c-upport a11Cl in
spi, ation in the home of him whose public career is so well known. This cul
tured \vonutn bas given to President I{ing's home a sunny cheerfulness, a beau
t iful flavor of hospitality, and a,n air of charrning grace and comfort. One 
cb ild, the beautiful Lucy If ayes I{ing. gladdened their borne with infant prat
tle and childish innocence for a dozen years, and then she ,vas taken away to 
her lleavenly Father's bome. 

President King has a pleasant home comma11ding a beautiful Y1ev.•, and lo
cated on a tract of seYeral acres adjo:ning the college campus. liere the re
m ainder of life wiJl probably be spent, continuing tbe "'ork so grandly c-arried 
on for a quarter of a century. 

The history, growth and present conditi0n of Cornell College is the mPas
ure of President I(ing's life and work. The college now has five buildings. 
employs tv.'enty-tbree professors and teachers. has an alumni of 372, and in its 
last catalogue appeared the names of ,540 students. Dul figures alon<> do not 
fully state tbe case. Additions have beeu made to apparatns, museum and 
library. Methods of instruction haYe been improverl,and facilities to students 
multiplied "'ith but little, if any, increase in expense. The ('hapel building 
cost about $G5,000, and Bow·man IIall for ladies $40.000, and l>y careful supervi
sion they ,vere substantially and ecouomically built, ancl all unite in praising 
arehitectural appearance a.nd adaptation to uses intended. 

The college buildings are well equipped with the instrumt•nts and applian
ces of e1lucation. Tbe library contains 8,-500 volnmes. The n1useu111 contains 
a large and valuable collection. illustrative of the various depart111e11ts of Na
tural IIistory. The departments of mineralogy and geology c-ontain o,·er l'.!,000 
specimens. gathered from all parts of the world. 'fhe chemi<·al laboratory 
furnishes admirable appliances for the in<lividual experiinents of forty st u<lents 
at a time, and tbe engineering departn1ent is alike \Yell equippecl. 

Tbe four regular courses of study in Corne11 College are the t"las~i<'al. philo
sophical, sc-ieutific and civil engineering. and they are ecp1al to those in\ he liest 
colleges in the country. IIigh standards of scholar'lhip arc maintained in all 
tbe departments. ~\n excellent art <lepartn,ent and a fine conserYator) 11f nlU-

sic is also ruaintained. 
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WILLli\l\I lVI. BE.-\RDSHEAR, D. D., 
PRE~IDENT OF " ' E-.;TERX COLLI~GE, 'l'OLEDO , IO"'.\. 

When \'V. M. Beard shear came to Iowa and assun1ed the presideucy of \Vest
ern Uollege in 1881: he ,vas only thirty years of age. .No doubt be was one of 
the very youngest college presidents in tbe lTnited t,tates. His nearly eight 
y<'ars work in the State at the bead of Western College has shoV\' ll him to be 
OIH' of the ablest college men in Io,va. President Beardshear is a native of 
Ohio. Born near Dayton. Noven1ber 7, 18.50. He spent his early life on a farm 

.. ::,::;;:if :. 
... ,•._ 

in ~lontgo1nery County,and 
was schooled to all the toil 
ot su~b a lif P.. 

From the public school 
be entered Otterbein Uni-
versity, and graduated from 
tbe classical course in 1876 
at the age of tv.·enty-five. 
ITe then attended YaleThe-
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ological F;e1ninary at New 
IfaYen. Conn. 

Before his college life 
began he had been trained 
in tlle school of the soldier . 
1'bough bui a 1nere boy of 
fourteen he served. for a 
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short time as a private in 
the civil ,var. Ile belonged 
to the IE'-lth Ohio \"olunteer .... - :::;::::;,--

·-. f:\tt~(J::~_: · }ft;.)::;;:~~"'·,,·:,i~~~----, ~ Infantry. 
- ,. After leaving college be 

entered the ministerial "·ork in Ohio, in which he remained until he was called 
to the presidency of ,vestern College. Toledo, Io,va, in 1881. During his min
isterial career he \\'as. in 1878, elected delegate from Ohio to the National Sun
day School Convention at ..c\tlanta, G-eorgia. 

'3ince '\,\'. M. Beardshear ca111e to Io,va he bas bee11 one of the most active 
educational workers in the Slate. The college under bis snpervision has made 
an excellent growth. The atte11da.nce has been tripled in :,;ix years: more than 
two hundred thousand dollar;:; have been added to tbe building aud endo\ivment 
funds. 

In 1881, at the time President Bearclshear took charge of ihe institution, 
the college was movecl from Linn County lo Toledo, Tama County. 'l' he school 
had an excellent alumni and many staunch friends, hut the college \Vas ,vithout 
builcliu~s and without endo\YtnenL. During this short time, through ihe efiorts 
of President 13eardshea.r, there bas been secured a conservator•y building for a 
musical department which is no,v v.•ell equipped ancl managed; a con1modious 
hall for young ladiE>s secured, anrl at a cost of $.55 000. There has been erected 
a u1ain college building, 80 by 160 feet, ,vhiclt is a1no11g tbe largest and band
s01ncst college builclings in Iowa. 

And this sho"1s ,vbat a busy H,nd s uccessful nutn w. ~1. I3eardshear bas 
been as President of \Vestern <'ollege. Ile has enlarged and hroadf'nert the 

' 
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course of study, and gathere<l about hin1 an ahle Faculty of teacher~. and a 
n1ost hopeful period of history is in prospect for the college. 
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\\' l~R'l'EHN OOLLEOE, TOLEDO, IO"',\. 

!-'resident Beardsbear is a large-hearted, public spirited educator, who ba8 
taken a large interest in the educational work of the State. For six successive , 
years he has insLructed in the Tama County Institute; he has delivered numer- ,t I 
ous lectures on various educational topics before povular audiences. teachers · 
institnLes and associations, in Iowa, lllinois, Ohio and Nebraska. As a 
speaker he alvniys commands attention and interest, both by his power of 
thought and style of delivery. 

Ile is an active and influential memlJer of the Io,va State Teachers' As::,o
ciation. He serYed on the executiYe committee of the association for three 
years, from 188-5 to 1888. He was toe chairnu,.n of tho comn1ittee for the meet
ing in 1888, an<l nulnaged the affairs of Lhe associa,tion in a very satisf,U'tory 
and comn1endable manner. 

\V. M. Beardshear was n1arried in Ohio in 1873. In a pleasant bome ,iust 
across tbe street and fronting the college, he lives " 'ith his family-wife. two 
<laughters. aged respectiYely eleven and seven, and a son one year old. Ile is 
an earnest Christian, and maintains for the right in the prineiples of life anll 

of education. 
"\Y·estern College, 'l'oledo, Io,va, is located in an excellent counnunity ,tJHl 
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healthful loca,lity. lt has n I,iterary Course; a Course in Scie11ce and Letters: 
a Coursr in Physics and Chemistry; a l>reparatory Course that prepares for the 
leading Colleges, and a Special Teachers' Course. It also has a thorough 
Course in Music, leading to graduation and diploma. The Music Department 
has a separate building kno,Yn as the .J. C. Bright ConserYatory. This build
ing if> recently established and fitted with n1odern improYements by the bene
factors aucl friends in Ohio. Instruction is given on band and stringed instru-

,► rnents. organ, piano and pipe organ at very reasonable rateo. It has a depart
ment of Art well equipped and presided over l>y Miss l\L .A .. Woodmansee, of 
the .Academy of Design, Ne,,. York City. It is proYided with a Busiuesi, De
partment most completely equipped with offices and apparatus. 0\\'ing to the 
increase<.! demHnd, this department has been greatly enlarged during the year. 
and is again nearly filled to its completest capacity. I11struction is giYen on 
the 1'ype"'riter, in Shortbanct aud in all business for1ns by 1nost thorough and 
competent instrnctors. During the fall a new building has been erected for 
the young laclies' dromitory at a cost of about $1,"i,OOO· This builcling is known 
as the ~Lary Beatty Ilall , in nonor of Mrs. I'.vlary Beatty, of Illinois. ,vbo gave 
$10,0110 toward its erection. Its rooms are comrnodious, ,vell lighted and well 
furnished. 1'be building throughout has 1noclern conveniences and improve-
111ents. The attendance of the <'ollege bas hacl gradual increase <luring the 
past seven years, and tbe ,vintE:ir term, just opened, chronicles the largest at
tendance of all these ypars. The faculty are \Vide-a wake and efficient, and 
earnest for the highest ,velfare of the youth of to-day. The equipment in 
building and apparatus compareci favorably with the best colleges. 

GEO. F. l\tIAGOUN, A. lYI. l D. D. l 

CH.AIR OF )[EXTAL ,\ND ) fOR .\.L SCIENCE, ro,v A COLLEGE, GRINNELL, [0"' ,\.. 

Dr. Geo. F. lv!agoun, for twenty years president of Iowa College, and still 
Profes~or of Mental and Moral Science in that institution, was born at Bath, 
Maine, Maxch 29, 1821. At an early age he prepared for college in Bath Acad
-emy. He entered Bo,vdoin College and graduated \Yitb the degree of A .. H. in 
1841 at the youthful age of twenty. He spent tv\·o years at Andover Seminary 
.and one year at Yale in the study of Theology, 

While a student in college he at different times taught district school. Ile 
afterwards taught iu academies at G·alena, Illinois, and Ph1tteville, Wiscon:;in. 

In 1848 he was ordained minister in the Congregational church. lie was 
afterwards pastor at Galena, Ill. , Davenport and Lyons, Iowa. In 1862 he was 
.elected to the presidency of Io,va College, but the chair having no endO\\'
ment be did not accept until 1864 and was then elected Professor.of Mental 
a.ud }[oral Science. In 1867 the degree ot Doctor of Divinity was conferred on 
President Magoun by Anuberst C)llege. In 1884 Dr. Magoun resigned the 
presidency of Iowa College, retaining tbe Professorship of Mental and Moral 
Science: this position be now occupies. 

lJnder Dr. ~fagoun 's presidency the college gre,v to be one of the first in 
Io,va and the west. in building accommodations, in the superiority of instruct
ors, in facilities offered for study, in attendance of students, and in its finan
cial prosperity and endownment. This has been accomplished notwithstand
ing great disaster has twice visited tbe college. In 1870 the college lost half 
its buildings bv1 fire.and in 1882 all its buildings were swept away by a tornado. 
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Tbe v,ork of tbe school was in neither case discontinued. .\fter the destruc
tion by the tornado Dr. Magoun took the field in the interests of the college
and with an a"•akened public sympathy in his favor his efforts were successful. 

Within eighteen months the buildings were all replaced \Vith structures 
more commodious, more beautiful in architecture. all in better style, with 
better furniture and apparatus throughout. In fact the facilities and accom
modations of the college in every way "'ere nearly doubled, and the regula1· 
endownment has been greatly increasd. Later a fourth building was addecl 
to the accommodations of the college. 

Dr. Magoun has been not only an active college president for t"·enty years 
l864 to 1884-and been the inspiring force midst a corps of devoted teachers 
and a host of friends and supporters, in building up a noble institution; but he 
bas likewise been a zealous and influential participant in public educational 
affairs of the Rtate and in the general work of the chw·ch and philanthropic 
societies. lle is. or ba., been, an active member of the A. B. U. F. M., tbe A. 
IT. M. S., the .A .. M . .A.., the Congregatio11al Board of l'ublication, A..merican 
Peace Society, and the Anti-Slavery Society in ante-bell nm days. He bas been 
~nd is an aggressive ~Yorker for temperance reform. During the years 1878-79' 
and 80 he \'\'as non-resident lecturer on Ilome Missions at ,\ndover Theological 
Seminary. 1Ie bas preached at anniversaries of various missionary ancl edu
cational societies and at college commencements. Ile is kno"'n widely not 
only in the '\Vest, but in New Eu gland and the Bast. 

The Iowa State Teachers' ~\ ssociation has kno,vn his influences as a me1n
ber from its earliest history. .lle has delivered many able lertnres and papers 
before that organir.ation. 

• 

l'robably no other lo\>Ya eclucator has made more frequent use of the pen 
for the standard periodicals of tbe country than Dr. ~Iagoun. '·The Interna
tional Review," ''Education," "rl'he .New Englander,'' "Congregational Quar
terly," •·Sc1ibner's Monthly," "Christian 1.'hought ,. "()ur Vay,'' "Knicker
bocker," a,nd many other papers and journals have received the aid of his busy 
pen. He is the author in part of several volumes, an<l of fifty or more pamph
lets on R,eligious, Metaphysical, Educational and llistorical subjects. Ilis re
tirement from the executive responsibility of the college gives him now more 
time for literary work. Ile is now engaged in ,vriting tbe " Life of Rev. Asa 
Turner," the earliest pastor in Iowa, founder of Denmark Academy and Iowa 
Uollege, and a strong temperance and anti-slavery leader of a generation ago. '\. 
Dr. Magoun also has in contemplation some other books of which the public 
will have the benefit. if his health and life are spared for the work. 

In 1881 Dr. Magoun bad the honor of being a delegate to the International 
Congress ai Cologne. In the same year he was delegate to the Congregational 
lTnion of England and Wales, at 1Y1anchester, England. 

These few brief statements convey little idea of the busy life of Dr. ~1a
goun, now in his sixty-eighth year of age. His life has been cleYoted to the 
state, to education, to the churcli, and to the serYice of Goel. Thousands of 
men and women, once his pupils, know bim to call bim blessed. 1'he best part 
of i'-uch a man·s life is the part that remains un,vritten. 

• 
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I--IENR Y W. PARKER, D. D. , 

!'HOP'. OF ('IIE~Il"-l'H\ \'-D N.\'l'UR.\.L SCIENCE, IO"' A COLLEGE, (·H{INNELL. 

Prof. l'arker pas~e1l his early years in Ithaca, N. Y. J-Iis mother v.•as a 
niec·e of Noah \Vebster, and his father, Rev. Samuel Parker, "'as the first ap
poiute,1 n,issionary of the .\.merican Board of Foreign l\ilissions to Oregon, in 
1834, and published large editions of a volume of explorations there, the in
fluenee of "hich doubtless had mucb to do with emigration thither, and hence 
1\'ith the securing of that entire territory to the United States. After grad11a

_..,. 

tion at Amherst College, Professor 
l'arker studied theology at Auburn, 
.New York. 

,vbile in college and after, he 
was an earnest student of science, 
art and philosophy, though faithful 
and successful in his practical pro
fession. He was founder of the Cen
t ral Congregational Church (nov.· 
Rev. Dr. Behrend's) in Brooklyn, and 
pastor of the leading church of the 
same order in New Bedford, Massa
chusetts. Ilis voice faiUng be en-

• tered the Lawrence Scientific S<:hool 
at llarvard, became Professor of 
Chemistry and Natural SciE>nce in 
Io,va College, next was nine years in 
the Massachusetts Agricultural Col
lege, and in 1879 ,vas called back to 
his former position in Io"\\•a. Before 
devoting himself to science he ron
tri buted often to prominent periodi
cals. from the dailies to quarterlies. 

especially the Liter((r!f irorld, the (,'ra.11011, and the ]Jome Journal, of which last 
he was art critic for several years. under the regime of Morris and \.Villis. and 
was regarded as having clone much to ameliorate the tone of art critic-ism. 
Ilis articles in the ).7orlh America II Re1Jicw ,vere pronounced by .Prof . 1\.. P. Pea
body the hest that were offered during the latter's editorship. In 1862 he pub
lished in Boston a volume of poems that gained him the friendship of Longfel
low and other leatling .. .\.merican p<,ets. 

Prof. Parker is the author of a volume of scientific and n~sthetic essays en
titled "The Spirit of Beauty," and recently issued by ,John B. _.\lden. '.I'he 
book has met ,vith unusual and even highly enthusiastic commendation from 
such men of note as Rev. Dr. R. S. Storrs, Prof. Alexander Winchell, President 
J. II. ::3eelye, and others of liKe eminence. and from many leading periodicals. 
Its tlesign throughout is to uphold and illustrate the lofty spiritual significance 
of man and of nature. The t"\\'O longer essays, although the writer has fa.ith in 
Darwin's doctrine of the derivation of species, are directed against those per
versions of evolution that degrade or deny the divine nature of the beautiful 
and of man. In these papers the author takes in the whole sv.•eep of the argu-
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1ne11t, and re,ie\vs earefully the scientific facts in,olved. ()ther papers. such 
as '·l,essons of Cr~·stals,'' "Ornament in :Nature.'· are i11clepP.1Hlent illustrations 
of the general topic abovP inclicatell. 

Profe8sor .l\,,lacy is perhap:-- best known a1uong the teachers of Io,Ya as the 
aulhor of' "A <iovennnent Text Book for lo?\"a Schools," V\.·ltieh for the pa:-.t 
fe"· years has been used extensi"·el., as a t(~xt l1ook in schools and county nor-
1nal institutes of tbe f:tate . 

. Jesse ~l,H·y was burn at l(nigtbsto\\'11, Indiana •. June 21. 1:-.42. Ile ca1ne 
to .Jasper county, ro,va, ill 18-'5G. ~\s soon as he rea(•becl his n1ajo1ity be entered 
the army, ser,iug during the last years of the civil war. ~\t the close of the 
" ' ;u-, on his return home in l8<i-1 he entered lO\\'a C'ollege at Grinnell. [le gra-
1lnate<l in the classical course in 1870, and at ouce li('came a tntor in tbe col
lege. He after\varcb became principal in the acade111ical department, and later 
Professor of ltistory and 1>01ilic·al Sciencr in the collegE\. This position lie now 
retains. The year 1887 '& be spent in trasel and study in Englnn1l, returning to 
his place iu the college in the fall of 1888. rested by the recreative change it ha<l 
given him, and hroadc11ecl in culture and intellectual vision 

P rof. Macy is agreeable in manner an,l pleasant in conversation. Ile is 
dPeply interestPd in e\ erything that pertains to his special Held of ,vork. 

li was in 1881 that his "Ci\'il Government in Iowa'' ,vas first publi~hed. 
'l'lie book is ,vell designed to assist teachers in giving oral instruction in loeal 
govPrnment. 'l'he book has bad a large sale. In 1884 hE\ \\Tote "Institutional 
Beginniugs in a \Vesten1 ~tale,'' published in the .John's IIopkins lTniversity 
Studies. Ii is an acconnt of the origin of local g0Yern1nent 111 Iowa, ,vith a 
special account of the land asso<·iations preceding legalized govern1nent in the 
terdtory. In 1885 appeared bis "(iovernment 'l'ext Book for Iowa Schools." 
This ·was revised anct reprinted 111 18S7. This book really takes tllr place of bis 
first book pnhlishe<l, ancl it is atlmirably suited for use aR a te'-t book. •'<>ur 
G-overn111e11t" is the title of his last book: it appeared in 1886, ancl is published 
Ii) Guin""" Co., Boston. This boolt. treats of all our go✓C'rn1ueutal institution~. 
]of'al. State and National, and tbeir relations to each other. Thr st) le of Prof. 
Macy in ''Onr liovern1nent· · is ren1arkably fresh. silnple and rlenr. 'l'he sull
ject itself' is made intensely interesting. The book at onee 111et ,vith a hearty 
appreciation from all sections of the c-ountry. It received notices of conl1nend
ation fro1n every hand. J\lhert Sba\v, e<litor of the J\llinneapolis Tribune. stated 
the truth in the matte1 ,vhcn hB said: 'l'hiH hook is ,vhat the sclioolc:. lul\e lJeen 
waiting for. It had no pred0cessors, and it has no riYals. The current 1·0111-

pends \\hicbpurportto be tPxt book.sol' ci\il government are nearly all of lhen1 
running com1nentarios 011 the Constitution of tl1c lTnited ~tates, \Yhile the rest 
are clocl1i1taire '\\rorks on the theory ancl fnnC'tions of governn1ent. .l\,lr. ~lal'y's 
hook treats ,vilh admirable sensl' aucl simplicity. yet " ·ith tht' amplest and 
freshest scholarship, of the tn<'ts and realities of go,ernn1ent. It bC'gins \Vhere 
gnvern111ent hegins- ·wjlh the prin1ary, fu11<la111e11tal gronp:--. 1 t progresses in 
the proper ordc•r of logi<' aud hii-tury to tile higher and 1uore elaborate fonns of 

politieal organ ir.atio11. 

j 
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RE'/. s. J. BUCKl A. l\I. l 
J>R<ll .E-.;.._OB OF )L\TIIE'.'\L\TIC':-. A~D N.\Tl'lL\L PI[ILO:-.OPHY, 10\\' .\ COLLECH~, 

GRl:N'Nl<: I,L, 1cnv ,\. 

lie, .. J. S. ]3uck ,Yas horn near l Ttica, Ilerkin1er C'ounty, Ne,v York, July -l. 
153.-, '\\'hen t,vo a11d one-half years of age his parents remoYed to northeast
ern C)hi<1. \Yherf, in I he township of ~Jecca, Trumbull Count~·. his boyhood \Yas 
pas'-e<l. I le attended sehool in tlle rural district, and select or high schools at 
(}reene ancl GustaYus and llartford in the san1e county, till in 18-53 be enterecl 
the preparatory department of Oberlin College. Ile graduated from the class
ical department in ll---58, and from the theological course in 1862. I l e taught his 
first school in J>icka\Yay ('ouuty, Ohio; uext in Fulton County, I llinois; then 
had charge of an aC'aden1y at ,vhat is now Cortland. Obio; then was Suverin
tendent of a l rnion 8cbool at West Liberty, ()hio. After h 0 becan1e a sopho
n1ore he taught geometry, triginometerv, surveying and natural pb1losophy as 
an nncler-gracluate of tbe col!ege in the preparatory departn1ent of t h e institu
tion. Ile ,vas principal of Onvell Academy, .Ashtabula County, Ohio, 1860, 
"'here. in connection with tbe work of teaching be began to preach, and "·as 
there ordained to the 1ninistry of the Cong1egational Churcb in 1863. In 18-i9 
he married his lady college elassmate, ~1ies .J ane Cory. Ile taugbt and sup
plied churches at Orwell and 1Iecca, till ca1led in 1864 to become principal of 
the preparatory department of Iowa Col lege, \Yhich place he reacbed, and took 
up his residence at Grinnell, ~.,ebruary 5, 1864. I u tbe fall of 18G4 he ~1as elect
eel and com1nissionecl as captain of a company of home guards, which, arn1ed 
by tht! :--tate, was called out for f->ervice, and did something in arresting aad 
guarding men taken by order of the GoYernor of the State. I n 186,5 be ,vas 
ele<'te,l County Ruperintendent of Schools for Poweshiek County, ancl served in 
that c·apacity for tllree years, 18fi6-'7- '8. In ] 869 he v,as elected to the profess
orship ,vbich he no\v occupies. I n 1870 he " ' as alerted .President of the State 
'l'eaehers· .. ,c\.ssociation, and presided at the meeting held at Council Bluffs in 
16,1 . The sun1mer and fall of 1870 h<~ \Vas sent by the trustees to solicit fnnds 
for the en<low1nent. In about six month:-- he had taken subscriptions in IO\\'a 
of' about $20,0110. ..\t the next C'On1n1encerne11t his chair \Yas named, ,rithout 
hi:-. l,nowleclge till it was voled, the ~[emorial ProfC'ssorship. In 188,, a citizen 
of (;.rinnelL .. A.lonzo Steele, Es<1 , endo\\"e(l a chair tH\IDfd in memory of a de
cea~e1l daughter. It was at the suggestion ancl request of the donor tnat Prof. 
B1wk should till the c•hair so endo,recl, and so 1 lie change in the name of the 
chair ,va~ made. lJO"' '·~Lyra :-iteele Professorship ot' l\1athe1natics and Natural 
J>Jtilosophy. 11 \Vhile doing his full quota of ,vork as an officer of the college he 
has supplied churches for about thirteen of the t"'<-•nty-five years in Io,va. Ile 
preach(-)d for the people of UIH•ster l,efore ancl aft<·r their organization in l81i-5, 
ser, i np: the1n near!~ a year . 

. \fter Herving as County Superintendent three )'<•an; he resigned. Upon 
tlieir repeatf'd invitation he supplied then1 t,Yo J ear<; n1or<~. IIe then \Yt>nt to 
Gilman and labored ,vith the>1n seYr11 years, aiding tll{>m in the erection of a 
church building. .A.t'ter,varcl he prc>ache<l t,vo an<l one-half years at Toledo in 
Ta1ua County. 

I-le has several tin1es heen called to other institutions to professorships in 
colleges and noro1al schools and was solicited to accept the presidency of one of 
the colleges under the care of the .A.merican 1lissionary Association at the 

• 
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south. ~\.ll these calls ,vere cleclinecl. For man~ years, as the 1neruber 11t tue 
Faculty longest in serYiC'e in connection \Yitl1 Io,va College, he has hee I tbe 
presiding officer ot' the Faculty in the absence of tlle president. 

When the first President of the College resigned in 18&l he ,vas tle:siguate1l 
by the 'l'rustees as acting President and served for three years, lackii.,g a 
month, in addition to bis regular work in his departmrnt. Ile has served as a 
member of lhe School Board of (irinnell Indepe11deut District for PleYeu years 
and ,vas the president of th<' lioanl the last six years. refusing to accept the 

office longer. 
Ile has labored abundantly in '.Normal Instit11les in the stale. Two da111-{h

teri- and two sons " 'ere born in his family. 'l'he second da11ghte1· ,Yas taken 
away in her second yea1 The s1u·,·iving daughter is a gra1luate of Iowa< \,1-
lege from the Classical ('ourse. The olde-.t -.on is a recent gra1l11ate fron1 the 
institution from the ~cientific Course. Thl• y,,nngest son is an uuder graduate 
of the .Junior College class. 

In 18!:)2 tbeir hotne was wrel'. ked b~• the t,)rnado of .June l'i. 1'eachers, 
students, citizens, u1embers of for1ner conl-(regations and fello\Y al1101ui ge11er
ously aided in rebuilding a honH•. Ile ,Yas i11e\.pressihly grateful for these tok-
ens of friendship and esteeru. 

I-Ie bas seen the College grO\Y fro111 les~ than 100 named in the tirst eata
lo~ue to .541 in the last: fro111 having a single building to six; trom three teach
ers to fifteen or t\Yenty: its library three or four times as valnable; its en<lo,v
ment largely increased: the place gro,v from a small village of less than 1,000 
to a city of the secon<l class het\\·een 3,-500 and 4,000 inhabitants. 

llaving a large circle of acquaintances. many frieads, a Yigorous constitu
tion, inberite<l from a long-lived ancest.ry, and work that abundantly satisfies 
him, he enters hopefulh· upon bis second quarter of a century a3 a teacher in 

Iowa. 

PROF. LEON . .\RD FLETCHER P.<\.RKER, 
P ,\H.KER PHOFES:--ORSIIIP OF Hl"-'l'OHY, IO\\' \ ( 'OIJLElH£, <,Rl~~ELL, IOWJI. 

Prof. Leonard Fletcher J>arker \\"as born at Arcade, N. Y ., on the 3rd day 
of August, 1825. llis boyhood was ~pent upon a fann, and lle enjoyed all the 
advantages of being poor. In his struggles to obtain fol' himself the advan
tages of a liberal education he formed habits of industry and economy, which 
has continued through life; and the 1nemory of his own experience bas doubt-• 
less increased the ready and kindly S) mpatby which he has always felt, and 
shown, with those under similar circumstances striYin~ for the same ocject. 
He went to Oberlin to attend college in 1846. and graduated in 1857. 

His keen sense of justice and lov<' of fair play led him beartil) to S)n1pa
thize \vith the Oberlin spirit of that day, in zeal for 1igbteousnes8, and batre1l 
of oppression and \\1rong. An inchlent " ' ill illustrate this: While he \Vas 
principal of the public schools in Grinnell, Iowa, two colored pupils came to 
his school. Some excitement was c1•eated in the commnnity by the 
circumstance, and certain negropbobists baving failed in an effort to have the 
school board exclude them, came around to the school house ,Yith a purpose of 
forcibly ejecting them. Tbey 1net Professor Farker at the door, who in calm 
but earnest words informed them that he should protect his pupils to the last 
drop of his blood, and that they could enter for the purpose of interfe1ing with 
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his pupils only over his body. The 111en left, and the question of negroes in 
UH' public schools of that tov.•n \Yas settled. 

The College autllorities at ()berlin were quick to r ecognize the quality of 
l\l r. 1->arker's sC'holarsbip. and bis aptness to teach, ancl he "'as employed as 
tutor in Latin a1ul Greek while he was pursuing his O\Yn unrle rgracluate 
studies. 

Ile studied Theology for a tilne at Oberlin, but his health failing he began 
the work of teaclung for ,Yhich he seen1ed especially fitterl by nature and to 

. ..._ ,vhicb he has giYen his life. 

I 

On t he 22nd day of ,.\uguHt, 18i>3, he was married io Miss Sarah Candace 
Pearse, herself a graduate of ()berlin . and for many years a co-,Yorker "'ith hitn 
in his chosen profes~ion. 

• In 18,58 l\Ir. and !vl rs. Parker \Yent to Brov.•nsYille. Penn., vvhere he orga11'-
ized the grade<l school of that city, a.nd he continued to superintend it until 
1856. In September of that year they re moved to Grinnell, Jo,va. which has been 
settled only a fe,v ) ears before by a New England colony, and ,vas .ilreacly at
t racting atteution hy \\"hat it had done, and ,Yas purposing to clo, for higher 
education. 

The first teaching clone by J->rofessor P arker in I o\va ,vas as principal of 
the Grinnell Pul,lic Schools; but it was expected be would be employed when 
the institution, "'ith the some,vhat pretentious n ame of ''Grinnell l~uiversity ," 
for which beginnings had been n1ade, should be opened. 

In 1858 the Trustees of Iowa College decided to remoYe that institution 
fro1n Dayenport to Grinnell, and the property of the proposed university \Yas 
all Lurned over to I o,va College. 

I n l&i9 Prof. Parker organized classes preparatory for Iowa College, and 
gav('> one entiTe year's service without s:-tla,ry. In 1860 he ,vas b y the 1'rustees 
elect<>d J>rincipal of the Preparatory department, the onl y department then 
open; and when the College was first formally opened at Grinnell in 1861, there 
was a class of twelYr young n1en fully prepared for the ('lassical Course, a1l 
ha,·in~ Laken their preparatory studies nn<ler I'rof l'arker. When the College 
was opened Prof. l'arker ,vas elected to the chair of '·('arler Professor of 1\.11-

eient Languaiges," which position he held until 1870; and up lo 18f-i.S, ,vhen 
Pre:-.ident l',lagoun first came, he had charge of the l 11stitution, as Senior Pro
fessor. the College being without a resident P reside11L. 

)1ut ard11ous as his ,,·ork already stated \\'as. it cli<.l not embrac·e a,)l. his 
labors in the ca11se of education. He v.•as the first County S11perintenclent of 
Pu,veshiek County. and served two terms, from 18-58 to 1862. .1:\.t the second 
election he was paid the rare complirnent of an unoppos,,d and unanimous 
nomination by hoth parties. Ile was again unanimously nominated, but cle
<'linf'cl anotlJer election. Ile also served as one of the Trustees of the State 
Lrniversity from 1H,j9 to 1863. 

,vhen the ,var broke ont his desire ,vas to enlist as a soldier, hnt the 
'l'rust('>es of the ( 'ollege made so serious objections tbaL for a time be deferred 
to tneir jurlgn1e11t and ,vishes; but in May, 1864, he enlistee! aud serYed as First 
l ,ieutenant of Company ''B '' in the 46th IQ.wa Infantry, until lhe regiluent 
was n1usterecl out of serYice. 

Ile reprPsented his county in the lo-n1er House of the 12th General Asse111-
bly. and as Chairman of tbe Committee on education rendered thP State value
nble :-;ervice. 

, 
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In 1867 Ile was elected a Professor io the State l.,.niversity hut tlecl:uecl; 
but in 1870 he accepted an election to the Chair of Greek in that institution. 
His connection with the State U.iiversity continued until 1887, though his 
specia.l work was not al ways the same. 

In 1874 IIistory was added to his Chair, and in 1831 Comparative Philology, 
In 1883. at bis o,vn request. he '\\'as relieved entirely from teaching Greek. a,nrl 
thereafter he held the Chair of History an1l Comparative Philology. In 1888he 
was again invited by the Trustees of Iowa College to a place in the Faculty. 
Ifis arceptance of this election an1 l return to bis first love gave great joy to the 
.A..lumni, and other friends of the College, and they have undertaken the work 
of endowing a Chair in the Uollege, to be na1ned in honor of him and of his 
excellent wife, who "r,;ts the first Lady Principal of the College. " 1~he 1,)arker 
Professorship." fle was on the san1e day elected to a Professorship in ()berlin • 
College, but declined it to come to the College in the state where most of bis 
life had been given to the cause of education, and \Vhere be was so universally 

loved. 
In all his teaching it bas been his good fortune to secure in a ren1arka ble 

degree the couficlence and affection of bis pupils. Good fortune is probably 
not the proper phrase. Ile bas ahvays bad so genuine an interest in young peo
ple, bas always been so ready with friendly counsel and sympathy, and often 
with more material aid, that pupils always adn1ire and love him. 

It has fallen to the lot of cornpa.ratiYely few people in IoY,ra to bave so 
large a part 1n m•lultlin~ the character of the young people of our st.ate. For 
almost a generation he has not only been constantly active as a teacher of the 
learoing found in books, but as a living exan1ple o[ what is worthy has inspired 
high ideals of life in multitudes, \vithout ,vhich even learning n1ay 1,ecome a 

curse. 
Profeisor and Mrs. Parker have hall their full share of do1nestic affliction. 

They lost their two oldest sons by disease before they removed to Iowa City, 
and ,vhile there lost a promisiog son and daughter by accidental dro\vning in 
the Iowa River, leaving them bttt one child living, Mrs. Jlarriett J. Canq,hell, 
,vife of Hon. ,John Campbell of Colorado 8prings. 

Professor Parker's hair has become gra.y, hut if interest in and S) 1npa,tby 
for youth count for anything, he ,,·ill neYer grow old. ln all the qualities that 
make a good and successful teacher he gives the in1pression of one of half 

bis years. 
Should anyone think this sk:etch 1n any respect too highly colored, let it be 

a sulficient excuse that it is ,vritten by a devoted pupil whose own poverty 
was ma1le easier to bea!', and who " 'as himself greatly stilnulated and ht-lped 
by the sympathy and example ot Professor l'arker. Such an oue 1nust be 
ten1ptt•d to sa), Serus in coeiurn l'edfot. 

REV. HENRY K. EDSO~, A. lv1. 1 

"IO"'.\ PHOF~SSOR 01<' TIIEORY AND P!tACTICE OF TEACilING,'' 10,Y.\. l'OLLEC-.E, 

GRINNELL, 

v\Tas born in lladley. Massachusetts, October .5, 18:32. After having received 
the common school education of those days, be began in 1837 to tit for college 
in the academy of bis native place. Ile was insµired thereto by an older and 
favorite sister , who was a teacher of some prominence. About this time be bE'· 
came a Cbristian, and consecrated himself to the work of the Christian minis 



IO"'A :NOR~IAL lIONTllLY. 37.5 

try. 1'his stE'p was also taken greatly through tbe influe11ce of bis sister, who 
helped him for good in many ,vays. Uis father had small means, ancl he aided 
bin1self wl1at he cn11lcl in ringing the academy bell to pay bis tuition for three 
years of preparation for college. Ile also taught a distri1•.t school one ,vinter. 
that of Ji,,3H and 18-10. Ile entered .A.mherst Uollege in 1840 aud graduated in 
1844. Ile ,ras thPll ralletl back by the trustees to take the principalship of 
Jlopkins , \.cademy at Iladley, ,vhere he hacl fitted for College. Ile remained 
there fi,e years. It ,vas necessary t,hat he should succeed in teaehing because 
he left eollege in <lebt $1.000. ~o he gave hin1self ,Yith bis might to the busi
ness. 

Ire acquirE'd great fon<lness fur and interest 1u teaching. Ilis ,vhole soul 
was absorbed in it. and by the time he paitl off his college debt, and acquired 
enough more to carry hin1 Lllrough the theological serninary, he found that his 
bal>its and tastes "·ere .,;o wrought upon, if not changed, tllat it \Vas difficult to 
divert then1 to sen1inary life. IIe had studied theology in part wit,b his pastor, 
lleY. Johu ,r·oodl>ridge, D. D. So, after two years n1ore. one at Andover, 
Massachusett-,. antl one at East \Vindsor, Connecticut, be promptly yielded to 
the call from •' Father 1'urner,,, to go to Denmark, Iov.·a, to take charge of the 
acaden1y there. especially as he '-''as in debt again to the amount of $300. llis 
plan was to teach t\VO years, and then go to some church \York. A. gootl Provi . 
denee placed a llelpmeet in his way at tbis point of his life, whom he brought 
we~t w1th him, and who has ever shared his work, and carrierl bravely her part 
to the end .inst no,v reached ancl crowned. Mrs. E. died January 16, 1889. 
Eastern friends remonstrated against their goi11g to r O\Ya, ''beyond the sun
set,'' as tbey said. They came in 1852 to Denmark, a lit,tle village eight miles 
west of ~'ort .1[adison. The place and tbe school were ::;mall, but tbey came to 
make a place, 1101, to find and enjoy one. The trustees pledged them for their 
united \\Ork $600 a year for two years. Tbere were twenty-three pupils the 
first term, chiefly from the place. But they were filled with hope and deYotio11 
to the school. 1~11e whole number of pupils for the first year was 105. Tbe first 
<'atalorrne, issued in August, 1853, shows it ,vas a ye-ar of beginnings. Two 
names only stand for tlle teachers. Thtre are neigh.boring towns and cities 
represented by pupils. There is no regular conrse of study. The next cata
logue shows enlargement in all directions. '£he number of teachers is doubled. 
So1ne apparatus has been obtaiued, and a musical department added. The fol
lowing year there are :,;ix teachers, and 201 pupils fron1 a wider field. Grov.,th 
every \Vay is n1anifest. In 1857 a "Course of Study'' is formed, which does 
much to elevate- the standard and Rtiruula.te the desire for education. In 1866 
the number of students bad reached 270, from fifteen different States. Fron1 
1857 to 1878 eighteen classes graduated. The ,var interfered so tbat t .. vo years 
had no graduate~. In the nearly twenty-seven years of their connection ,vith 
Denmark Acade1ny there were 2,$00 pupils. 1najority of them '\\'ere from 
Iowa, and still re1nain in Iowa. But numl>ers of them are sc~ittered over the 
country in al1 walks and stations, and are often beard from in expressions of 
gratitude for. a.ntl re<'ognition of the work done for them at Denmark. Preach
ers, teachers, pbysicians and la,vyers, as ,vell as other callings, are represented 
by then1. ()ne of the first graduates is now President ..:\dams of Cornell Uni
versity, Ithica, :Ne,v York. One of the later, Prof. A.dams of Ann ..l.rbor, 
Michigan, and still another professor at Tat>or Colle~e, Io,va. Some of tben1 
are missionaries in China and Turkey, in Mexico and lilicronesia. If one asks 
\Vby Professor Edson did not leave the acaden1y after the two years engage-
1nent, and bl'come a preacher, let it lie ans,vered because the best advice he 
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c-oulcl ohtain said that he ~·ould thus leaY<' a plac€' of greater intluenc:e for a less; 
t h at. be woukl do more good for the St.ate ancl the \rorhl there than iu any par
ish in loVl·a. F ather 1,urner to]d hi111 tha,t h e "'as a bnrn t fncher. and that the
Lor<l fitted bint for it. Ile also told Profrssor Edson that he "°oulcl not stand 
in his place an<l t ry to carry his load for $10,0011 a year. But tllis enthusin~tic 
teacber loYed his ,vork, loved his pupils, an<I lookrd aftt>r all their interests. 
temporal and spiritual. I le ,vassatisfie1l ,,ilh his plac·e. Tie "anted no higher 
or better "·ork. Ile- coYeted no other 1nan·s position. '1'he \\'Ork of training- hi~ 
pupils filled his LimP and occupied all his po,vers . 

..ifter t,venty-six years of continuous serYice he felt hP nE'<'1le(l a rest. 111" 
took, "'ith bis wife, a year, 18,8 and 18,n, in Europe. \Vhile thE're he <lecid(:ltl 
to insist on the resiguation,which he bad offered the 1'1 ustees upon going a,Ya~ ~ 
but ,vhich they then declined, but ,vas accepted in the spring or 1S7!l. ()the1· 
fields ,vere offere<l him in different places i1, our own lancl ancl 011 inis~ionary 
ground. But be preferred Io,va, and ac:ting in aceorclance ,rith the acl,·ice t1f 
friends accepted the position in Augnst, 187H, ,vhich he no"' occnpie. in Io"·•• 
College. making thirty-se,·en years of service as a teacher in Iowa. 

Prof. Edson ,vas ordainetl a 111inister !Jy a council of congregational 1ui11is
ters and churches convened at Grinnell in 1881. Ile \Vas president of the Itnva 
State Teachers' .\ssociation in 1864. Professor J<ldson is a Christu111 gentle11la11, 
careful in versoual habits. cordial in manner. scholarly in tastes and lu1hit:--. anti 
in n1any ,vayR a safe model for those under his instrurtion to imitnte. 

J .-\MES A. BEATTIE, A. l\'1., 
l'IU<.:i-:IDl~N'l' (JF OSK .\ LOOS.A COJ.,1,EGE, 08KALOOSA, IQ\\'.\. 

One of the good educ,1tional institutions in Oskaloos~,, that city or -;cholils
is Oskaloosa Co~lege. Its ne,Y president, one of its former professors, i::; .J. _\ 
I-3eattie, "'ho has been in Iowa since 1881. I)uring all this ti1ne he has uee1;. 
eonnec-tetl with ()skaloosa College. President Beattie \Vas born ~fay lltl,. 
1845, in lluron County. ()bio. TTis early life " ' ,LS spent on a far1n in 1\shlantl 
County in the edge of the "'estern Heser, e. "\ t the ago of t,Yenty he entered 
Sasannah ~\..cade111y at SaYannah, ()hio, and there prepared for C'Oll€'ge. Ilt 
graduate1l from Bethany College, Bethan), '\Vest ,'a .. 

Il is first teaching experience "as in th<· country s<·hools of .\shland and 
l{icbland counties, Ohio. He Laught four years in SaYannah .. /~ .. caden1y. an11 
was t\YO years city superintendent of the schools of .A.sbland, Ohio. fle lbe1, 
remo,·ed to Indiana and becan1e professor in Bedford College ,Yher~ he re1nain
ecl five years. l l e ca1ne to Iow·a in 188L and is no,v busy i11 thP mid:)t t1f hi~ 
eighth year in connection ,vilh ()skaloosa College. 

Ile has done considerable institute \\'Ork during the past sixteen years a11d 
has 1leliYer<'d a gr€'at many lecturrs before institutes and popular a11llienee ..... 

During bis career in [o\YU. he ha~ nHHle n1any acquaintances and friend:--. 
Jie has attended several sessions of the Sta tr Teachers' ~\ssoeiation. and taken 
part in the discussions. 

I)resident Beattie \\'as married ,\ng. :!nth 187~. to Miss Maggie I>. Benton,1f 

Savannah, Ohio. 
( >ska loosn College ha~ a pll•nsant location in tile su berhs of < >skn 1t,o::-,1. a t1 ,l 

the institution is in a prosperous c:on<lit1on. 
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RE\T. GEO. :-\.. GATES, ... .\. l\I. I 

PHE:--lDBNT OF TO"'.\ COLLEGE, GR INELL, IO\\'.\. 

J>resitlent Gates i:; an eastern nian ,vbo came to lO\Ya in 1887 in acceptauce 
,.1f a call to the presidency of Iov.·a College. Soon after bis election to this po
:::.ition. there appeared iu llarper·s \Veekly, a sketch of him, ,vritten by R ev . .,__\. 
II. J3radfortl of 11outclair, :N. J. From tltis sketch ,ve take tJ1e follo,ving: 

"The ReY. (3-eorge .L\.. Gates, the ne-n' preshlent of Io,ra College, has been 
for !>i>-. years a pasto r in 11outclair, ~"" .Jcrsf>~•. IIe is a man of broad an<l 

.. _;f§d:;.-:-;f;. -
~ 

-~ 

.. i~-:--....... 

iI.:: 
. ·-.·. . 

·--~ 

- ~ {, 

. ;~ff-{{7-f-' . ·:, 
~ ' .•• 

· ~,~~ ; .. -:,t:1 
.-.-. . :::=.-~~ 
....... ~::.~•: __ ... ~· .. l 

.. ?-':, . ....... 
·- \ ·-~{-· . 

··--::,;·~. 

.;: ...... 
.. :·· · ... 
•::··:.•.- .; 
·• .. ·• . -~ 

thorough scholarship, 
,vho has distiuguished 
hin1self as a close and 
accurate student as ·well 
as a n able and inspiring 
preacher. His ministry 
has been in a com1nunity 
of rare culturf' , au tl his 
a l>ility to reach all cl to 
impress thoughtful 
rnil1ds has been alread y 
fully den1011strated . 

1-lr. Gates \.vas born in 
1851, in Topsham, '\r er
n1ont. I-I e prepared for 
college at St .. Jobnsbury, 
in the same State, and 
in 1869 entered Dart
mou tb College. During 
his first) ear be di\'ided 
the first rank in the class 
" ' ith another , but ::ifter 

·- ..... -----:··· · tlH1L pr •or healtb com-
hm,, ll ,nn11.'s "''""' r . Copyrh?hl. ,,~. '• H • "''"' ,\ Ha: " 111 ~ • ·· l)f• 11 ed It i1n t O be content 

'\\' itb a lo"·er posit ion, although he graduated among the high<.-'st in bis class, 
:..1 ud was even in chose days recognized as a man of conspicuous abiJity. On 
leaving college be heca 1ue principal of an academy at Mor1isvi1le, '\' ermont, 
.a.ad remained there for t,\\ o Years. After stndying at Andover Theological 
~eminary he ,.vent abroad, and was for a long time under the instruction of the 

;ablest theologians an<.l philosophers of Germany. Godet at Neuchatel, Christ
lieh at Bonn. a11d Lotze at Gottingin " 'ere the men to whom be was 111ost in
-debted. Io 1880. \Ylien tbe First Congregational churrh of Montclair sent off 
a colony to form a ne\\' church , ~Ir. Gates ,vas called to tbe pastorate. During 
bis years of ser,·ice as a pas tor he bas not only endeared him self to hi s own 
parish, but is genera.Hy regard ed as one of t he nlost pro1nising me11 in tbe 
vicinity of ~ e,Y ) ' ork. Ilis friends predict that un<ler the presidency of Mr. 
{fates, I o,va Collf'g-e w il l not only continue but surpass its nlready honorable 
record." 

President (.;.ates l1ns entered Hpon his work. v.' ith an auilit._v. a zeal, ;ind an 
educational t.lct, ti.ult l1ave \\On for hiln a host ot' friends rlnring the short time 
he bas lJt-e1J in Io,1 a. T here is no !Jetter college in the \\'est tha11 Iowa ('nllege. 

and its J)rogress and interests are on tl.Je heart of presideut (;.ates. 
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The cnt on page 346 shows the folll· buildings all of \\'hich have beeu 
erected since the destructive cyclone of ,June 17th 1882, when the old college 
buildings ~-ere completely annihilated. 

In addition to these four buildings a new Ladies' Cottage has just been 
completed at a cost of $12.000. The college is wholly out of debt. Last year 
there ,vere in attendance 438 students. The faculty numbers sixteen, and 
an1ong then1 are some men of national reputation. The past year has shown 
a marke1l increase in the number of collegiate students. 

Tbe colle~e is well equipped with library, museum and scientific apparatus. 
It has the largest museum of any college in the State. • 

On the tower of Goodnow Hall is the astronomical observatory. In this 
obserYatory is mounted a large telescope-a clarke eight-inch oLjecti ve. There 
is not a superior glasa between Chicago and the Lick Observatory iu Ualifoniia. 

Iov,a College is one of the highest and noblest types of .,,,,estern colleges. 
It has a pure and lofty standard of scholarship, and president Gates is the man 
to promote the grO'\vth of such an institution. 

lle bas attended the last two sessions of the State Teachers' ... \.ssociation. 
and has taken an active part in the proceedings. He is fearless in the <lf'fense 
of 1ight principles and standards of education. 

------------ · 
ROBERT H. TRIPP, M. A., 

l'ltlNCIPAL 01<~ IO"'A CY.rY ACADEMY A?-.TJ) NOR:'.\L\L SCHOOL. 

l'rof. R.H. Tripp is a native of the State of Michigan. JJe graduated at 
the State University at Ann Arbor, Michigan, in the classical coU1·se, in 1861.., 
receiving tbe degree of A. 13. He took a, year and a half post-graduate work 
at tbe university in Latin, (,-reek, Philosopby and English. Tbus he made a 
thorough preparation for the educational '"'ork in which he has l>een engaged 
in Michigan and Io"\°\'a for more than t~•enty years. 

Before he bad graduated he filled a vacancy in the ehair or Rhetoric and. 
Logic in the ~lichigan Agricultural College in 1860. 

During the latter part of the war, 1864, he was a member of the Christian 
Commission with General Sherman ·s Army. After the close of the "'ar be was 
principal of the Kalamazoo IIigb Schodl for eight years, and then city superin-
tendent of tbe schools of tbat city until 1876. 

In 1878 hi was elected to Professorship of the 1,atin Langu;.:ige and Litera 
ture in the Micbiga,n University, where lle served efficiently in this capacity 

for three years. 
111 1881 Prof. Tripp accepted a call to the chair of Latin La,ngnage and 

Literature in the Centl:al University at Pella, Io,va. Ile occupiecl tbis position fo1· 
six years. During tbat time be " ' as twice elected acting president hy the tr11:---

tees of the institution . 
.For a number of years there has lJeen at Iowa Oily an acndi-,n1y ,Yhich pit~ 

pares students for ente?"i11g tbe Io"'a State l lniversily. In 188i Prof. TriPl" 
bougbt this school, now known as tbe Iowa City Acnde1ny ,u1d Norn1nl School. 
and entered actiYely upon the work as principRl of tile school. This ~\cademy 
wbich he now owns and n1anages. is a standard school of its grade ancl kind. 
There is no better in Iowa and the West. Its graduateh are ad1nittecl to the
Fresbma,n class of the Iowa State University vvitbout examination. 
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The work of the school is thorough in every respect, and conducted on the 
most approved plan. Prof. Tripp has a faculty of nine assistant teachers, all 
of whom have bad successful experience in their respective special deoartments. 
Ile bin1self instructs in Latin and Pedagogy. 

During the past two years the attendance of the school has been increas
ing, and its territory is constantly \1\'idening. A.t present the students in at
tendance represent some forty or fifty counties in Iowa. 

1'he Academy has three cour::ies or departments, Philosophjcal, Scientific, 
Normal and Business. 

Prof. Tripp is eminently fitted by long experience in High School and col
legiate work, and by bis scholarly attainments, to conduct successfully such an 
institution as the Iowa City Acade111y and Normal School. He is popular with 
the siudentf-i under his charge, and is 1nakiugmany friends for the 4-cademy. 

C. M. GRUMBLING, M. A., 
CHAIR t1F ~.\TURAL SCIENCE, TO"'A \\'ERLEYAN UNIVERSITY, :MT. PLEASANT. 

Professor (-¼rumbling ,vas born in 184:2 in Indiana county, Pennsylvania, of 
German and Hwiss lineage. II is pa1 e11ts, however, were both born on Ameri
can soil. l rntil 16 ,Ytars old he led the life of the ordinary farm boy, ]earning 
to plow with 1he shovel plow, tllre~h with a flail and swing a scythe, attending 
a country ::;cbool 2½ miles off during tbe three winter months, in which the 
principal branches taught were spelling reading, and "ciphering." In the sum
mer of 1858 he attende<l an academy at Mechanicsburg, Pa., and sav.r his first 
grammar, studied geography and arithmetic, and the following winter com
menced his work as a country school teacher in an old log school house, thus 
completing his first school term at tne age of.16. 

In 18f'i0 he became a student in Otterbein University, 0., attending a full 
year, '\vhen bis studies were interrupted by the outbreaking of tbe civil war. 
On returning to bis home in 1862 he enlisted for the war August 7, joining com-. 
pany I of tbe 135th RegimE>nt P(·un. \ ToL, and thus serving in the Army of tbe 
Potomac under McClelJa11, Bun s ide, and !:looker until after the battle of 
Chancellorsville, when be v.·as honorably discharged. . 

Now his ,vork as a teacher" as resumed in the small towns of Indiana and 
Westmor,, lan<l counties. But September 4, 1864. he ag-ain enlisted in the war 
for one year, this time as a sailor, and was sent to the Lo~1er Mississippi Squad
ron. lTpon being discharged in 1865 he returne_d to :hifecbanicsburg, where he 
had attended his first academy and hall had charge of the public school; but 
tbi-; time be returned to take charge of the academy, then in its tenth year. 
I-Jere he taught until the fall of 1866, "'hen his earnings from his school and bis 
savinp;s from the army again enabled him to enter college, this time at Mt. 
Unio11, 0., ,vhere he graduated in 1868. IL is not a fiction that he kept up his 
studies in the army and navy, for during the five years that he was out of col
lege he gained two years on the course and entered as a junior, though " rben 
he left college in 1861 be \Vas still in the Freshman sear. 

1\ short time before be gra,luated be recei\'ed notice of his election as pro 
fesRor of mathematics in Wyoming Seminary, Dela·ware. He accepted and re
mained until the fall of 18H9 when he concluded to "Go west and grow up with 
the couutry .'' lle came directly to Io"·a and applied for the principalship of 
tbe school-.. of Jefferson, Green County. 

' 
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In 1870 he \Vas elected to the chair of mathematics and astrouo1ny at 8in1p
son College, Indianola. and served in that rapacity for t,velve consecutive 
yearR. 

In 1883 he ,vas elected tn Lhe chair of .Xatural :-:lcic•nce in lo\\·a ,ve~leyan 
l~niversity. and is at present :-;er,·ing in that capacity. 

It will be seen from the foregoing Lhat Prof. Gru1nbling has had pra(·Uca
e:xperiencein all departn1ents of school ,vork fron1 tbe countrv :-chool to tbe 
university. \-Vhile for the past lH years bis laaor has been giYen chiefly in col- "i 

leges, be has kept thoroughly posted ou public school 111atters. and is \\'idely 
kno"'ll and recognized as one of tbe 01ost pron1 i llC'nt institute ,yorkers in the 
State. Ile held normals as far north as llampton before tbe pr('sent la,v ,vas 
enacted, and he bas conducted normals e.Yery sum111er since. IIis work in \Var-
ren, Decatur, l{ingold, Taylor, Page, lTnion, Adair, (ireene, Appanoose , Ilenrv 
and other counties is " 'ell known. In \Varren (his home) he con,lucted the nor-
n1al for three years in succession, after ba ,·ing heen en1ployed four times pre-
Yiously as t eacher of special brauches. Ile ranks ,Yith Io,Ya 's hest tclucators in 
::;cholarship and in successful experience. 

RE"\1• SAlVIUEL M. FELLOWS. 1-\. l\I., 
Dll~D .\ '1' CORNElJL l 'OLLEHJ<':, ~fT. \"ERNO~, 1863. 

Born in North Sandwich, N. II. , Nov. ~3d HHS. In 1834, came ,,•est and 
set tled near D ixon, Illinois. \Vas s tudent and teacher in Rock Ri \·er Seminary 
nt )It. ~lorris. 111. , from 1841 till 1863. 

13ecame principal of lO'\\'a Conference Sen1inary (no\Y Cornell College), at 
Mt. \Ternon. Iowa, in lS.53. ltrom 1853 to 18.57, be was principal of the Seu1i
nary, then for two years ,vas a Professor in the college. Fro1n 1859 to 1868, he 
\\'as president of Cornell College. Ilere at bis post and one clay after con1-
mencement, be died June :!6th 1863. 

President F ellows was a 1jpe scholar and excelll3d in clearness of perception 
and accuracy of judgment. He enjoyed in a rare degree thr nffection of his 
pupils and the respect of his fello" teachers . 

. A.s a teacner be was eminently successful, and is remen1hered by an who 
kne,v him as one of the pures t , nobles t and best of men. 

• SAl\IlT EL L. HOWE. , 
DIED I:'\ JIEN"HY lOUNTY, TN 18i7. 

From early in the fifties, Prof. S. L. llowe " 'as engaged in Io"'a educational 
" 'Ork until the time of his death 111 1877. Ile ,vas one of the facultv in the col
lege at Mt. l'leasant, ,vitb .James Hurlan \Ybo " ·as after\\'ards V. S. ·senator. 

Ile \Vas Henry County's first :superintendent ot' schools, belonging to the 
first set of county superin tendents elected under the la,v creating tbe office in 
l S.58. He organized the first county teachers· association in Io"'a at Mt. Pleas
ant, 1860. 

Ile ,vas for many years connected \\' itb Iowa ,veqleyan lTniYersity at Mt. 
l'leasant. 

The Ilenry County Institute in 1877. passed the follo,ving resolution in 
1nemory of Prof. S. L . IIo,ve: 

R u~olrctt- 'I'hat in the death of the venerable and de\'oted instructor, Prof. 
~. L. IIo,Ye, tht> cause of education ha'l Jo:5t, a most zea lous and Yalued frien<t , 
and that in his decease we as teach~rs of H enry County, are indeed hereavecl. 
That after th irty years of actiYe labor in lle11ry Couuty Instit utes ,\tHl Nor
::,chools, his kind, ·ra,therly face, his word::; of chee r and ,visctom are truely mis:-
ed. That in bis life, his 11ntiring industry, his true teacher's spirit of sel f-sa<·
rif\cing. his <le,otion to truth a,,d progress, bis hatred of ignorance and opprf>:--
sion. ,Ye have an e,ample " ·orthy of our en1ulation aucl our gratitude.'' 
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SUPERINTENDENTS OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 

1 Th<' ::ikrt<"11es of DI''-. Reynolds and 'l'hos. H Benton were written lly Pt-of. 'I' R. Parvin, 
aucl the --ketC'h of A. :.:-. J{bsell by Geo. \Y. Jone'-. I 

By ,tn act of the te1Titorial legislature passed .January 13, 1841. tbe GoYer
ncr was required to appoint, with tbe consent of the Council, a Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, to receive a. salary of two hundred and fifty dollars per 
.-1nnum. 

DR. \YILLI.l.ol REYNOLDS, 

·r~:RRl'[l)HI \1, Sl'l'CRlX'l'E:-;OF-:-.T OF PUl3LlC r:-.:-:.TRU('TIOX, lt4l- 42. 

01·. He.rnolcls was nppointed b~ the Go,·eroor, Robert Lucas, nncl confirmed by the 
Council of the Te1Titory of Iowa, in .Janunt·y, l&U. He submitted quite a full, intoresting· 
nud valuable repo1·t to the LC'~!'i~latttl'e Dccetnber 20, ls.JI. The office wn" abolished Februa
ry 17, 1842. 

'rhe Doctor wns n nnth·e of England, hn ,·ing been born in Ill'istol, in the closing yeai·,1800, 
or tbe Inst century. ,vhen -.en.,n years of age be came with his parents to Amer ica, locat
ing in Veru1ont, where he resided for se,·eral years. LateL· be removed to Pennsylvania, 
,vhere he entered Girard College t\Ud obt11ined a classicai education, though he was not, 
that we can lca1·n. gTllduated from that institution. fie did, howe,er. grnduate from tbo 
old 1nedical school of Philallelphill, so justly celebrated in its earlier and later years. Wbile 
~l citizen of Pennsyh·ania he married, and remo,ed witb his family ln the fall of 1840 to Bur
lington, Iow11. There be announc•cd hin1self as au educator, and deli,·ered one or more pub
lic lectures on tile subject of education in December of that ,rear. H e illu~tratcd bis sub
Jcct s by the use of a ~Ingle Lantern, whence, upon canvassing bis appointment in "executive 
-._cssion," (of which \\'e were Secretary), a member cbu.1·acterizecl the nominee ns a "travel
ing pedagogue with a lllttgic lantel'n.,. He was, bowe,er, with so1ne unanimity confirmed. 
' l'he appointment bad been tendered the "Titer, and that n1ember from the :-ume to,vn was 
<letermined we should accept, hence his opposition. 

Tn the following spring (1841) Dr. Reynolds became connected as one of the proprietors 
in the location of the new town of Columbus City, and remoYed to that then "paper town," 
and located. Not finding it a suitable ph1co for the practice of either tbe professinn of 
n1edioiue or teaching. he re1no,ed in the fall of 1~1 to Iowa City, the capitol having been lo
cat ed there in l S.'31, and this year 11 temporary c11pitol building 11aving been erected for the 
1neetings of the Legislnture, then holdinp 11nnual sessions. Ju his new location be com-
1nenced the practice of medicine, and continued therein for se,-eral yen.rs . 

He then remo,·ed to )<farion, the new county seat of Linn countv, and engaged in teach
ing as priucipul, and continued for a period of three years. Then be removed to l\ft. Ver
non, and again resumed tbe practice of medicine for another period of three years. At this 
rime he remo,·ed bnck to Cown City, now become nu educational center for "higher educa
tion." H ere he taught ngain, bec1une Secretary of the Board of Directors, and Superinten
~1ont of the city ~cbools. 

I n tbe fall of 18.54 be was called to Terre Baute, Indiana, to take charge of the public 
--chools in that gTO"iug town. Returning the following year to Iowa City be made that his 
residence and taught :school tlt times ancl practiced medicine also till the rau of 1862 when be 
-<>otered the ar1ny service as surgeon. 

In this se1Tice hi::; health, failing for ::.ou1e years, had so far failed be returned to tbe 
~·ity and bis family, a wife. !'OU and dnughter, iu the fall of 186?, nncl clierl fro1n disease con
tracted in the army service .June 24, 186-'3. 

The Doct0L' was a Christian gentleman, a Ulleful citizen, and there are many citizens of 
to-day indebted to bim t'or kindnesses, and instruction "out of time," in whose hearts bis 
memory is embalmed. \Ve 1net him and macle his acquaintance soon after bis arrival in 
1840, and twenty•threc yeo.1·s biter, bt\.Ving known him well during all these years.we watched 
his cl) ing bed, and by his specia.l request conducted the funeral (Masonl<:l ser~ices at the 
house in l owa City, nod in the old cemetery on the hill. There many noble sons of that city 
a ud the State hil ,·e I ou nd the It· Inst abode on earth. - T. S. Porrfn. 

• 
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By tbe first constitution of lo~a, the General Asseo1hly was required to 
provide for the election of a Ruperintendent of J>ublic Instruction, wbo should 
bold bis office for three years. In January, 1847, tbe Legislature created the 
office, fixing tl1e salary at $1,200 per annum. In April ,James Ilarlan, of Henf) 
county. was elected to the position. The Supren1e Court of tbe State having 
decided that the law creating the office of Superintennent had not taken effect 
at the time of the election, Mr. Harlan relinquisllecl the duties of the office al, 
the expiration of a few months valuable service. Senator 1-iarlan is still liviDg • 
at Mount Pleasant, in Henry county. 

At the following State election, in April, 1848, Thomas H. Jlenton, .Jr .. of 
Dubnque county, was chosen , and vvas also re-elected to a second term, in 18-51. 
Mr. Benton thus gave to tbe State. in its early history. six years of most lnhnr 
ious and efficient service as Superintendent. 

THOS. H. BENTON. JR., 
STATE SUPERl NTENOEJST OF PUBLIC JNSTRt"C'l'JON, 1848-1~,H. 

No citizen of Iowa bas been longer aud more prominently cm1nected with t11e "Common 
School System of Iowa•· than tbe subject of whom we write. Long and ioti1nately connected 
with her School work, t\ teacbe1·. a legislator, and president of the Hegents of the State 
University in the interest of higher education-it is in tbe cupaclty of ·'811perintendeot of 
Public lnstruotion·• that he rendered the most efficient se1 ,·ice to the cau!'e vf education 
and the progress of the State in nil the elements of her greatness. 

Mr. Benoon was the namesake of bis great uncle, Senator Th01nas H. Benton, of Mis• 
souri, and born in Tennessee, Williamson couuty. September 5, 1$16. His father Sumuel 
was a man of ability and distinction, and later represented Texas, to which he bad remo,·cd, 
in Congress. The influences and early training of the son were good, and to them his father 
sought and did add those of a higher education. The boy was sent to Huntington Acade
my, an Institution of local repute. and later to l\Jarion College, )Iissouri. under the aus
pices of bis uncle. and there acquired a lcnowledge of belles-letters and cla~sical literature, or 
wbiob in later years he rnadegood use. Proud of the g1·eat fan,e of bis uncle. he early 1·e
solved to strike out, as be bad done, and seek a new field in which to develop hit- talent and 
win for himself a name. but rather in the field of letters tbun politics. Accordingly he re
moved to I owa and located at Dubuque. in .,\:prll, l&'-3!l. After looking about he determined 
to open a Classical School fo1· the youth ot both sexes, and finding a Female Semtnary 
taught by Mrs. Louisa King, assisted by her daughter Miss Louisa C. I". King (now ftfrs. 
Thomas Hughes of lowa Cityl, be negotiated for a transfer. and became he1· successor. 
H e secured the ser~ices of the daughter as instrnctress of the modern, while be taught the 
ancient languages. and so estahlished that sp1·iog the first Classical School in Iowa. In the 
i,;ummer of tbat year we met him in bis classical nalls, and e,·cr after we were fnst friend s 

interrupted only when 
"Through tbe waters of det\th be entered life.·• 

In tbateoterprise be opened the way for the cngraftlng upon the Common School Syt-
tem of the coming State, in which he was to act a leading piu·t. the higher education so 
necessary to the rounding out of a perfect education To him Iowa and her people owe a 
Lasting debt of gratitude, not merely as a pioneer builder, but as having llv<>d to see the 
"cope-Atone" placed 'mid tbc rejoicings of 1t happy and prosperous 11eoplc. who recognizc·d 
that to blm they were largely indebted, and more indeed tbno to any otber man for the 
crowning lllory of our state>hoocl, our Co11,mon flehool Sy,;tem, including its bead-stone, thr 
State c,,iversity, with which be was so long connected in an ofHcial capacity. 

Vi'h<'n the constitution lfl.rstJ of ll!-16 was adopted nod Iowit on the :IBtb of December be
can1e 11. :-rate. ho was elcctPd April 5. IR-18, p1·articnll11 the first Superinten<lent nt Public ln
!'tr11ctio11 Hon .. James Harlan hnd indeed l1cen elected the preceding yea!". April, hut in 
Jul~ Jotlowtng the office had been cleclnred vacant, and thl election null und ,•oicl, bf 
the Supreme Court of the now State-on the ground tbnt the publication of thc- Act harl not 
been made in accordance witb Jaw. ~1r., then PofcS>-Or, Htu·lan held tht' otflcc k"-s than 
three months, ancl had not ''i,ct his hou,e In order .. fol' the work or (ll'gnnizin_g- the i-cbool 
system of tbe State. which bad ln1·gely to be done d1· 11,11•0 nndc·r the nc·t oi l1'4i, repenlinic
all tcrritorinl school legl!'lt'l.tion To this new nncl huge f1Pld or lnl•or Mr. Denton WlHI of all 



• 

I01VA NOR~IAL MONTHLY. 383 

otherb well nclapted, possessing the learning, a well-developed system of 01·de r aud method, 
you thful energy, a laudable ambition to succeed. and more yet, thou gh " last but not least," 
a lurge n1ei1.,t1t·e of common sense, which enabled him to enlist others, especially t ho Legis
lators, in his aid, he made a success of his work. Soon nftet· his election he Attended the 
coo,•ention ol' State Superintendents called at -Philadelphia, if wo remember correctly, b:r 
Pror. Wicket·sham, one of the ablest nnd most experienced of his class. There he learned 
much. 8$ he assu1·ed us upon his t·etur11, in a1d of the work in his new sphet·c ot' lttbor. The 
ouu1age1nent of the ·'School Lands" largely devolved upon t he incumbent of bis office, and 
added greRtly to the labors and complications attendant upon t he formation and organiza
tion of a school system. All this be did and did well, considering the heterogeneous chnrac
ter ot the population, and years before Ron. B orace Mann was so much as beard ot· dreamed 
of t)y the Governor, L egislature or people of Iowa. And yet, because a decade la.te1· he and 
Amos Dean "revived tbe existing school laws of lowa," tbc glory due Benton and his co
laborers bas b een sought to be trt111sferred by the traders in reputation, to l\fr . l\i ann . 

Fiat jtuititia ruat coelum. 

Mr. Benton was re-elected April,. 1851. and served till April, 1854, a full period of ~ix 
yea1·s, and left upon the office the impress for all tune of his influence and labors. 

Under the new (present) constitutid'n of 185'i, the Secr etary of the_"Board of Education " 
becnme de facto Superinten dent. 

Mr. Benton ,vas elected December 11, 1858, re-elected December 21, 1859, and again De
cember 6. 1861, when be 1·esigned to go Into t he a r my as Colonel, rendered good service, and 
cnm e out u General, though f rom long use the former title ever remained as t hough an in
tegral part of bis name. As Secretar y he setTed five additionaJ years, making- eleven years 
in a ll as head of the common school system of Iowa- a longer period by several years than 
fell to the lot of bis most fnvorl'd successors. 

To -;a.y, write or puhlish that Col. Bonton, a born educator. du ring all th ese years, sur
rou nded, nided and supported by men, and many of them in educational maiters "to the 
mano1· born," nncl yet not found a school s.n,tem, is ''damnable treason," that "must needs 
be repent eel of." or "without the beuetlt of clergy." bis calumniators should be cast off' and 
out of sig-h t forever. 

0 ( his 1nllitary services we a rc not to speak further tban to quote from the historian of 
Iowa iu the war: " H i~ military r ecord while not a glowing one, none in bis depal·tmeot 
wc1·0, was a most honorable one, none more so than bis. and the greatest confidence was 
placed in him by his superior officers." No1· are we to spealc of his business c,r political rec
ord; this volume is dedicated t o school work. 

He married Miss Marin Culbertson or Cedar County, a most ostimtLble lady, by whom he 
bad a daughter, l\fiss )larla Benton Cable, ,vho survives he r µarents, the mother having 
died in l ~i9, and ten years later, April lO, 1879, ou t· l.'riend, ''the fr iend of our early youth," 
passed away. 

He wa~ "pure in thought, pure in life, honorable and honest in business, active an<l la
uorious in all good works," a Christian gentleman in t he fullest sense. None descended to 
t he tou1b more honored nnd loved, and none more desel'ving the praise and remen1brance of 
the living educators noel educated of Iowa than he that tenants the silent city of the dend. 
T. S. Pan•in 

JA.MES D . EADS, 
STATJ,; SUPJ'lRINTBNDgNT Oli' PUBLCC l NSTRUCTI0~-1854-5,. 

Jn .\pril. lll.'», James D . Eads, of Lee County, was elected. rn consc4uenco of misman
o.gewent ot the '-Chool funds ho was suspended from office March a, 1867. .Mr. Joseph(.; 
Stone, of .Johnson County, was appointed by the Goveruol' to pertorm the duties of the of
fice until n succ-cs>101' "bould bo elected ancl qualiflecl. 

l\I. L. FISH ER, 
~'l' \TF. RUPERI N'l'~~NDENT 01<' PUBJ.l () lNRTRUCT CON ) 8.'i'i- 8 . 

• \t the gl'uen1l election In 1R5i .Mttturin L. Fi~her, of Cl11yton County, wm;electecl. He 
'JUO.litled .June !l, l~'i7. and sc-rvod until Dcceinber, 1~'>8, when the office of Superintendent or 
Public lnt-truction was abolished by the State Boat·d of Education. ~lr. Fisher hrougbt to 
tho position unusunl ability and a n1arked enrnestness. 

Mr. Fi:-her had one of the fl nest llbraric;, in the West, and was one of the best read men 
in low a .ou e,·ery topic of public interest. He died at his homtcJ in ClnYton County Februarv . . . 
5, H!7!1 
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J>nring this pPriod lioraro )la1111, ~\mos l>ea11 and F. E. JH:;:-;cll \\·e1e elect
l'1l aH cn1nn1issiont•r::; to :-,nltmit to tht• Legisl11ture a reYision of the sc•hool la\\'. 
~lr. l{i:-.-.t>ll \Yas unable to ser,·1•, and tbt• other::. 1Pportc>d a holly of hl\\':s that,vas 
111alle the liasis of the t>Ual'tlnent of )larch. lS.">S. ancl "·bich continue:-., in its es
..;pntial rent tll'l'S. a-. the prese11t statult'!'> 011 tlu• subject. 

'l'his constitution. :11\opte,l in l ~,,. 1n·o,·itled \ha\ the t!dueational interests 
111' the ~talt• ~houlcJ be 1nanaged \iy a :5tate Hoard ot .Ed111•ation, con:-b,tiu~ of 
the < ;overnor. I~ieutenant <To,·ernor, a111l one mem her front Pach .J n,licial dis
trict. 'fhi:-. board \\·as requin•d to pro,·i,lt• tor the instruction of all the youth. 
throu~h a :-\"stem of co111m1111 :•whool!'>, and hatl full authority to n1al,e all need-

. . . 
t'nl laws. l''-l'E'}ll lo levy t a:,;es and 1nakt• appropriations. ..\11 at.·ts of \ he board, 
ho\\e,er. ,vere subject to rE>\'ision b,· the (i<'11er.1l . \ssc1ublv. . . . 

1'hP Ht1arcl nf E1h11·atio11 ren1ai11t•il in opl•ratiun front I>ect•1nlier, lS.'>-S. to 

~larch. 1 ti-l. 
I>uring tivl' yc•ars ll1t• hoard \\'ere so fortu11ate as to a\'ail the111st.•l\'es of tlle 

s11pt•rior sc>rvi<·es of 'l'ltou1as 11. Be11ton, .Jr .. ~lr. Benton rC':-1g11ing the office to 
t·11tt·r th~ anny as< 'olo11t•l of the :!\Ith IO\\'.t. 

111 ~lu1ch. 1:-.t>t, th1• olttt·e ot ::-111w1·inH•t1ch•nt of Public lll!->Lructlon ,,a-.uguill l'rt•ntctl, and 

, h an Fnvllle 1•le1·tell hy the- <lenl•t·nl As--1•01hly, 1\t n -.a11u·y of ,1,300 n yenr • 

01·1\I\ Fll,•ille ,, 11-. horn in Het•khnt•r <'011ntr, Ne\\ York. Octoher l:J, 1~17 . BCl'Otning u • 

11•nch1•r 11t th•• 11~1• ol I~. the run1l -.cltool, tht.• 11t·1t<lP111~. tht• ~e111innry und the ,·ollc~c. during 
1111111~ "U<·t·eccl In¥ ye111·-.. fou 111I In hhn 1111 eu nwst ,t utlt•n t 01· n ,1e,·ntecl te11cht•1-. anti nlWllY'- n 
11·11t• fl'ien,l. .\I11t·h thnt ,.., \'1Llunl>ll• iu our pre--r.ut -.l•hool ~r--tc•tn 1 ... to lll' t'?'t•1Jttecl to tht• riPl' 
,,·hol111,hlp 111111 rtlrt' juclgnwut of hii,; lutl'r year:-. H<• wu, t\\ IN.· clet·ted ~upcrlntendent ot 
P11hlk l11~tl'lH'tlo11. hut hi, heohft lnilin11:. he WI\'- 1·11011H•lh·•I tu relit1qui..,h hi, nr,tuou.., lllhor:i. 

\It. l-'1\\'illt• illt•d nt hi'- ho1111• 1n \\ uvrrly, lown. Ol·tnlwr :31, ll-oi'.!. -
II . Fn1ukli:.i \Veil;. WU'! horn in oneltlu Count\". NPw York •• lune• :!".!. lK:10. l n l'lli-l)" lite 

h<• fl•lt i111pl•lh•d to pre1111rc him,ell t'or tht• wo1k ol tench Ing. In 18."1:! he grn1lu11tcd I rotn tbt• 
"'llltt.· No1·m11l Sl'1100I nt .\lbany. Tht.• follow in)( yl•nr, throu,rh tbt• 1111:enc) ol Prof. T. 5. Par• 
, In. he" 11-.. it\lhll'e<I 10 come to 10,\11. and n-.-.un1e the principulshlp or one 01 the 1n1bll1• 
,,·hooJ-. 111 ;\h1,c11tin1•, which bl• co111hll'tC1I mo-.t ... uc,·Pi--.1 ull), until In 11,·,o. he \\II'- t•allod hl 
tnkc- 1'11at·ll'<' ol thl' 1111r11111I 1h•p11rtn1t-nt nf the l:-tnll• Unl\·l•r .. ity. Sup1•rintt•o11Pnt Faville ha\'• 
inK 11•-.igtll'd, Prut. \\'ell" e111t•n•1l upon the dulit·s of the olllcl' :'\tnrch H, JNli, by npp11lnt111ent 
111 tht• <1nYt•roor. At the succet•11inJC gc•11er11l c:h•ctlon It<; \\tl~ 1·b11-.t'O to till th,• un1•,plrl.'cl 

11•rm , 1u11l tll"o tor tht' tt•rm of two) e111· .... t·o111111e111'ing ,lnouury, t~U. 
In )l11n•h, H>lill, thl• nt•lll'\'111 .\,-.c111h)y nli .. ell tlH' !"lth\l';.\ front ~).:100 tu ,-1,;,oo. nud ill 11\&1, 

1hey M1l11r1r1•1I thP du tit•~ 111111 e·qien"'c" 11f tht• oltict•r, 111111 t•111111nitt1·il to hi-. h11nd• 1nnre fully 
the work of pert t•l'I Ing 0111· l!t•h11ol ... y-.t 1•111. But ::-u pe1·lnt l'lld<'llt \\' ell-.' ,. 1•1u·ying lnl1111·~ wen• 
Jll""' Ing too 1-re11t fnt hi'- ,ttvnJ.(th . Y1•t nn iollt•,ihlc ill'' otion to duty 1111•, l•nt,•d him trou1 
11t·opplng thl• wot·k to which ht• Wll'- -.o much 11tltll'hed . li e dh•d In low11 Cit), ~ov1·mtwr :!4, 
lNl!I, In hh :1111h) l'IW 111• w1,.., intimutl•I) c1111n1•1•tc,I with Jow11 cch1t•111lo1111I work 1111d prog1"C"" 
for t\\l'l\'t' y, 11r, Ill''"'' 1'1·c-.lrlent ol tht• Stall· 'l'e1H'hC't"ol' ,\.., .. o,·lntton In 1 ... :,i 11nd ,1g11tn 111 

111110 , Ht• pn..,,c-.i;ed tht n1n1 pn\\Ct' ol 111-.plrlnir nthPr" with 1•cl11t•nt1011ul zc11I. No 1111111 wus 
111111·1• 1H•ll\'e thl\11 ho111 the dny~ lrom 1-.·,1110 l!>li._ In org1111lzi1111" 1111<1 t•o111hH•tlt1K tc11uhC'r"' in• 

~, itute .. 

\\nahatu :-,. K.bsell. ol '°'l'l1tt County. ,vas appointt>1l to thl' ,·al'aney and 
q11alilied .Januar) :!~. 181i9. ..\t the Hl•:xt election he ,va!', cho:-e11 to fill the une:x
pirctl tern1. a1ul ah,o to1 the full t,·rnt for .January, 1~;0 to l~i:..! . 
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• .AURA.l\I ~- KJSSELL . 

s·r A'l'le: ;,;u Pl,JlUNT'ENUENT PU llLIC I i'\S'ru UO'rION 1H6!l-72. 

Nt•arly I weuty ycari'l ht,,·e elapsed s1nt·e A. S. Kb~ell wns State SuperlntenclcnL of Pu h
ie In;,t1·uction in Iowa. Bu t th(' 1111111 and his work nre not forg-otteu. His intin1nte associn
tion with the educational work and progres:,, in the Cl'trly history of out· State 1nukes it a 
pleasnnt clutr to pay hi1n tribute here. 

A. S. Rissell was born in Cluunber:-l>urg, Pa., l\linch :!!th. l i\:!!l. He diell in his home on 
)ficbigan nvenuc, Chicago, Sunday c, ening, .June LO, 188~. Thu;.; bis life -.pnnnecl I\ fc•w 

months more than 5, y('ars. 
Io early life his father gn,·e him a thorough 1uercltntile education. He establishe1l a dr) 

goods business in Springfield, Ohio, ancl in two ycarc:; mndc enoug·h n1oney to defrny his e,
penscs while pursuing n cou1•c:;e> in \Yittenburg College. H0 wns u tutor in that inc:;titution 
after graduation. 

In 1854 he wns marrll.'d to .\li-.s Sarah Christie or Springfield. Ohio, who li,ccl only thrc>C 
n1ontbs after n1arriage. 

ln lfl;"ii'i ~11·. !Cissell came to TcnYl\ t.o e ng-agt· in educlltionnl work. H e was principal or 
the ttrst g-1·ammar school or Oasenpo1·t fron1 I85U to 18.'IB. In the lntter yca1· th<' schools oC 
Da,eopo1·t wel'e coni-olidllted, the office 01' city superint<>nclcnt created, ancl Mr. Kissell was 
<'l('cte<l to the superintendency or the public schooli- of Da,·enport. 'Phe Davenport "~[ol'n
ing Dcmocl'at-Gnze>tte" of .June 1:3, 1~88, in an obituary notice. speaking· of ~It'. Kissell's c:;u
perintendency, snys: " H e> fllled tl11.> ofllce with grent ability fo1· si:x ., en,·"· 1-fe cwgani:1.e<I 
the training school, and brought Mrs. Mnry Lee fron1 Osw('go, New York, to act ns 1irst 
pt'incipal, and )Jr,- Mary E, ~Ic<~oncgnl to assist her. ) lr . JCis-.cll was enthui-instic and 
wide awake in his professian mng-ncti<· in his influenc-e. The city neYor hnrl n n1orc ,.,u<·
cessfuLprinc-ipal or,\ n101·c vigorouts i-u11el"intcnclent." 

\Vhen ~Ir. Kissell, resigned the superintendcn<:y of thc city schools in the sum1ner of 
1R6-i the School Bonrd adopted, among other resolutions, the following: " R esolved, thnt as 
a pormnuent mark of our approval of tho cou1·se he (Supt. J{1ss0ll) has pursued, and the 
!~ting heneftts be bas uont'erred upon the edueationnl inte>re>sts of this city, that the school 
now called No. three, shall hereafter b<' known as the Kissell School. Resolv~d, that 11s long 
as the public school shall continue in our midst, :10 long will the nntiring devotion of ~fr. 
Ki<1sell in its behalf, lJ~ held in grateful r emembrance." 

The Iowa Instructor and ~chool .Journal for .July of 18&!. says: " .Mr. A. S. Kissell, who by 
hii- inimitable activity, hns gi vcn such u distin<"th·c character to the Davenport Pulnic
Scbools, bas reEtignerl bis position as Supc>rioten<lent. Dnvonport hns no citizen it cnn so 
poorh atlord to lose. No man in th<· northwest haf. mol'e compreheush'e views on c<lucattou. 
Xo one bas more of tbnt holy magnetic inspiration which iia: the result of a deep and tbol'ough 
nnclerstanding of tbc truth. No teacher in the countl'y bas more thoroughly entered into 
tbc spirit nnd appreciation of mode1·n methods of instruc·tion in Europe. "No Superintendent 
e,·or bad a corps of tea(•hcrs who were mo1·e truly his cducntional children." 

On<' who was for man:v yenrs u prominc-nt citizen of DnYC'nµort anc..l who was W<'ll ac
<1uaint<>d with Mr. Kissell and bi" work ,luring hii- eigh t year,' ser\'ice in th<' DnYcnport 
sc•hools, writes t.bus: 

"C'otnprohcnsh·cnrss, bren<ltb, dr-pth chnnH:tcrize1l all the• efforts l1.v him entered upon 
Plan, syc:;t~m. thoroughness. enthusiasm, WPre <'Yerywhe1•p manifestc,1. 'fhe best of instruct
or., as well as the bost of systfc'ms of instruction for the very youngPAt pupil, the highest nt
tain11ble standard for bigb school graduation. and not·mal teaching- an,1 training for all 
would-be instructors. were all incorporated in bis plan for th<' Da, en port school!'. 'l'hun bf' 

no instructor more thoroughly repudiated and rletested the suggestion that ao,v no, itiate 
could teaoh in the primary departmC'ot. Thnn be no on<' mo1·e (•ar<'t'UIIJ sought !'or the l>est 
mC'thod ... ulong the line or w hich the scholar.:; could best be incited nn<l aided to continuous pro
grP-1sion, fron1 the lowest gr·nde to th<' full rounclin1,r out of th<' high school curri<'ulum. Than 
be nnll<' more zealouRly labored to sce111·e t'or tile city unil stnte rrlucnted, trnined nn<l discip
lined teachers. From th is broncl comprc•hcnsion of )I 1·. Kissell'~ grew the Dn,·enport Train
ing Reboot, fro1n which so nrnny excc•llent tc-nc:hrr"' dntc tbC'ir introduction into an11 tbeil· 
inspfration tor the educational work. And th<' fnel mny here Lw reC"nllc-<l, tbnt the nbsorbin~ 
thought of l\lr. Kisscll's afte r servic-e ns Stntc Supcrlntendent of Pul,lic l nstrnction in Town, 
was the cstnblishruent of State Normnl Schools-th(• cnlnrg-c-ment only of th<' tho1'&ht c•, cr 
JH•f'><c>nt to his mincl in l >in f'llport. 



386 IO'\Y A NOlfM AL :MONTI IL Y. 

" Doubtless, it was ns a teacher o[ the teachers that l\Ir. Kissell excelled. I1te,·ery dep11rt -
m ent was bis influence felt io that regard. :N'o part of the en lire r ange of school instru<·tion 
tisctipej hiF. attention. To incite the teacher to a use ot t he be,,t nttainnble m~thods, to in
spire with zealous eudea,or to secure the best possible results, to perfect and elcvat<· their 
ideals-these were bis constant aims. It wns e,•er the tcsti1nony of his teachers that bis 
presence and bis words were to t hem constantly operati,e incenti\"es to fresh c•ttort and 

more de,oted :r.enl." 

In the spr ing of 1858 was eni1cted the law cr·eatlng tbe county superintendency in low,\. 
To this office in Scott county, Mr. Kissell was elected and served from May. 11\;)l:l to OctolJcr, 
1859, performing the duties o f the office in addition to bis work as city sup~riot endent. In 
the 1all of lS.58 be was present at that first county supi:;rintendents' con, ention in Town. hPld 

at I owa City. 
While at Da,euport. in 1860 .Mr. Kis<,ell was nuu-ried to ~hu·y A. Scotlel<l. :--(111n nftc,· 

leaving DaYenport in 186'1, ~fr. Kissell was elected eit~ superintendent of the- twhools of 
::Minneapolis, and t hrough bis influenc•e tbe system of school" in that city wen• placPd in n 
thoroughly organized and impro,·ed condi1ion . He resigned his position Rt MinneapoH-, after 
a abort service of a year, or more, aud bect\tne !Jencral agc-nt for -a school-book publii;hin1,r 
houioe. In this business be was so succe<isful that he wns sec-ured by the New Yol'k Life Tn
sur o.n<'e Co. ns general western agent. His sala1·y wa" ::-ii 000 per annum, While engaged in 
this business his borne was on his farm a f<'w mile'< east of Da,·eoport. Tt was while engaged 
in bu~iness at the aboYe rcnumerati,,;, sahu·~ tbnt be was tendered the otlice of Sttne S11per
intendent of Public Jostrtl('tiou, by Governor ~lerrill. The office had become ,ucnnt by the 
death of State Supt. D. F. \\'ells, No,. 24., 18M. With a yetu·niog desire to return to tc-ducn
tional work Mr. Kissell accepted tho appointment and became State Superintendent .Jan. 28, 
1869. In October of that year be was elected to fill out the unexpired terin and albo for th<• 
next tern1 of two years from Jan. 1, 1870, to .Jan. l, 1872. • 

Thus ?.1r. Kissell was State Superintendent for three years. During tbis tN·m be la.bored 
zealously to promote the teachers' institute. and bring about tbe establishing of Stnte No1·
mal Schools for the tl'ainlng of teachers, He was during that t hree years an inspiration to 
the whole educational system of tbe state . Before and during bis ser vice as State ~uperin
tendent be maintained a large correspondence with p1·ominent educators in tho United 
States. En~land and Germany, on educational topics a nd methods of improving tbe schools. 

For nearly twenty years following 1855, l\fr. I(issell was one of the most active and in
flucntinl members of the I owa State 'l'eachers' Association. In 1861 at the .Musca.tine meet
ing be was president. One needs but to refer to the proceedings of the association to lenrn 
of the important works he did as n member of the association for so many years. 

On JeaYing the educational work in rown, :Mt·. Kissell engaged in tbe school furniture 
business in Chicago. Later , be was agtmt for the Edison lncandescent Light Co. for low11 
and Illinois. At the time of bis den th be wns eec1·etary and treasurer oi' a Temperature 
Regulo.ting Co. in Cbicago wbicb was organized with $500,000 capital. It was while engaged 
tn this business thot he wa!'. attacked with br·ain disorder .May 2'itb. 1888, ,vbicb resulted in 
b is death June 10. His remains now rest in the cemetery at Springfield, Ohio. 

Mr. Kissell ,vas an earnest christian mo.n-and a strong adYocate of the Bible iu the puh
lic schools. While in t,he school w·ork at Da,,enport be always opened the schools each dny 
with deYotiontll exereises. He was educated a Lutheran but was a 1nen1ber of tbc Cong n •ga-

tiounl churc-h from 1862 till the tin1e of his death. 

In April, 1870, tbe General .Assembly raised the salary of Superintendent of 
I>ublic Instruction to $:2,200 per annum, the salary at the present tune (18W.)). 

ALONZO ABERNETHY, 

S'.l".A.TE SUPERINTENDENT PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, 1872-76. 

Alonzo .Abernethy was born in Sandusk y county, Ohio, April 14, 183tS. At i-eventcen, 
with his father's family, he moved to Fayette county, lowa, and the following winter 
taugbt his firs t school. A good portion of the years immediately following was t1pent in 
college. In August, l &U, he enlisted in the 11th Iowa, sl'rYing until July, 1865, when he was 
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111u .. ,,.,.,.,1 ,,,11 a, lit·1111•111u11 c·olon<'I ol hi!'! r<'.1.dmenl, 1111<1 rC'turne<I to bit- borne in Fuyctte 

( 

·ounty In 1~70 P1·of. Aher-
1\('th) was elcct<'cl t o prcsidt• 
o, <'r lhe SC'bool known H:; t b t• 
Hnµtil't c oll<'gC', at J>cs ) l oine .... 
and the following yen.r Wl\>

c-lc·ctc<I ~U]J<'rl nten<ll•nt ot Puh· 
Ii<- 1 nst ruction, hein•: re-ell..'ctPtl 
in 1~7:l, and 111nlin In 1~75. Rcp
tt·m her 1:\, l!i7U. ~upt. \liPrnctbJ 
rei-igncd. to ,1ecerit th(• tPmpo-
1·11 I') pr<'tiidcnc) ot th P e ni vc,·· 
-.ll,v of ('ltlcu.11:0. Supt. Abc,r· 
lll'th) 'g tHhnittbtrutlon lb llllll'l<

NI l>}' I" o \'<'I') i m portau t ed u
eatlonul en.ictmPnti-," hicb hu, <· 
l'C'>'llltP<l In l111JDCll>-lll'Cd inttu
('ll('C upon the ~ch<'ol i:;ystcm 
uo<l H·hnol.:; ol our State, nnd 
m111·k th<' h<>!!'innln,r of one or 
tbC' gr(ltte-..t euuc-utloun.l r(•, l 
, ul, thnt bns c,·c•r been Jelt in 
!own. 'Tlw tlrst was tbe luw ol 
ur;:1. inaui,rurutiug the pr esent 
Nonunl Jnstitute S) stmn, ttnd 
the· other the law or 1876, C'"ltub
lltshing the l o\\l\ S ta.le No1·mal 
:--obool nt C'e<ln.1· Falls. i,·or 

th1•,-,. two impo1 tnnl uu>\l'lUcnb Snpt Ahernr t•1~ guvc L111• untiring support of hii,. oJHcinl 
po.-.itio111111<1 hi" 1•olut'alionnl nhility u n <l ✓.l'al. 

111 11-77 h,• 111111l l· q11lt<' 1111 1·xa•nt!Pd t our of F:uropr, rPtun1lng in llliS to his fine far111 
1w11r lh•ui,1111, t'r11" lord 1·111111t.r, lr 1m whi<·h, in 1ss1. hP wns ('llll<'d lo tnke chat·.it<> of the 
t'Pd111 \'1tll1•., "1•1nii111n·. 1~t lhnl('C, his prchPllt JHhition. anrl a phH·P lnr whic'h IH• i:, eu1inrnt• 
ly qnalil\,•d 1,.1 hi, 1•xtr11-.l\·11 111·,i11ui11tan1· 1 wit 1 nll kln<lr< n t -.1·hool w,n·k. 

<' W. ,~o:s COE LL~. 
-.rA'rt: st• l'i:ut~TI;;,,L)EN'l' PUBLI C LS,lRllCl'ION, l~ifi ~2. 

l',111 \\'. ,ou l
0

ol'lln 1111, horn neur ;\1Jndeu, \\'est 1h tlln .• \.ugu-..1 :n, 18.111 H <' n,celve<l 
hi, t·d11t·al1011 nl u Pn1-.r<ln11 io·mnnslum, nnd in tlu• uul,•c>r,.nties of Bonn n11fl nerlln, uJ ... ,, 
, .. n·i11i.:- 011,•) ll:\l' u- u, ol1111t1•1•r in thP nrtlllery -..en·il'e o r tho 1u·m1 Ht• c•umo to tbii

. .... .. 

c·ouot1T in l ~..'i. :-011n 1n11~to1·cc.J our 
lnn~uHlf<', tn11µ-ht in ucudemll',. 1n O bie, 

tor the )'t•HJ' ... , unJ in l'-lll hC'l'tlllll'U re ... 
1,h·n t of [own. 1 n 11:1\tl he1 took th t> 
<·b111r ol 1nullH•u1ntie:- iu lo\\U Collt'gC', 
i:rinnr>ll, oc<·upyinK thut po-.ition llith 
rnnrkPd ul>ility for nenrl.1· '-C\'t•n renr-.. 
I 11 1,,:.: hl• hPl'IIHIP dry ~Uperill((.'l)d(•Ut 

or tlH' "'choob ol "",.,t \Vutcrloo. un<l 
in Si.•ptc•rnher. lttitl. "II"' uppolnt<'d to 
'llt·t·t•Pd :-upt. a\ bt·rnothJ·. In NOV{'Jll· 

b,•r h<: wn, cho,1•0 lnr the• un, spired 
trrm, Tl'·<'ll'l'tl'<l In 1,,-;, anti a~uin h1 

ts,!1 Pn,f. ,·on< ·c, .. lln i, nt 11re--<>ut iu 
I ht• t,uok a11,l ,tutionen· ln1--ine,-., in . . 
o,,._ .\lnimt•-.. 'Tho 11dmlul-.tration ot 
'llflL \ on ('oelln w11 .. 1•,pt~<:iully c·hur
•"'ll rizetl liJ t'tl11rh 111 behalf ot th,· 
lmpnn•pm(•nt P1 llit• c-onntry :-<'ho11l1-
n11d l'Clllnl ry -.('h0\1) '-ll Jl"n· i-.iou . llt• 
1,,ued tn,tnl<'tio11, to couoty .;uprJrln
t1•11dt•nt, torbld1li11g l11t.• ~runlin~ 11! 

t•1•rtitlt•t1tl'" to f,·m11ll'' It•,, thu11 .,t'Y<'II. 
lt'l'II 1111'1 mult•, 1 ......... rhnn ulrn•tc,, 11 
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yeal's of Ag-e. It hn<l p1·eYiou,ly L,r•en the ('IH•tolll to !!l'Rnt eertittc-nt<"· to g-irls and boys of 
fou rteP,n 1u1<l flftN:·n) en,·, ot age Tht' countr--upel"intc·nden t,-. wf'rc· ul'ged to tbe wot'k ol 
visitin#!" Lhe ccn1ntl'y ,-c-b110J-.. and, the re,ult wn:-- n ,reneral in1p1·0,·e111ent in t h e rural 

wol'k of t be school,-. 
i n 1877 he, n ... cht1in11a11. with J. \\ .. ::--tewal't ol But let· CouutJ. and C. P. Roget's of ~!1;11·

sballtown, were the couunittee who pl'epnred th(• flr~t ~·onr-.e or ... t u<l~· fo1· the normal in,-ti
tutes of the State. He wa, al'-'O c·hnil'mnn of th£' comu1ittee \\·hich in J>-'-1 p rep111·erl the gra,t-

ccl course fo1· normal in~titute .... 
I t was during hi,-. adn1inistration nl,o thnt ,·c•ry ellec-ri,•e l•tlnrt-- were 111ude to estnhlif'h 

greater uniformity amoni.r high "-C'hoob. Tu fact all rlC'partmcut, of educational work l'el\ 
t he influence of thC' ,turcly Teutonic, ig-or nnd thought of S11pc•1·int(•11rlenl Yon Coelln. 

JOH:'.:\ \Y. AKERS . 

.John \V. Aker ... wa, hot·n in H arri'-'oll County, Obio. XoYemloer l:i.1"4:.!. H e wu,- ,_.,,·en 
yenr'-' of age wbC'n hi.; fnrher·s t'am1 ly c1111H' to lowa County. The foundation,- ol ,John', eel 

... .. ::.·,;.,,;; 
-:.-:.~-

t·ntion "er<.• 111id in the public school-.. In 1~1 
like the n111n_\· th1111,niHl-- of othe1· ~·outh-.:, h<• 
went forth us a n1l11111epr ,olcHer. remainiu,ii 
until 11 is <;Crdce, wC't'C' nec•cled no lon!Z'Cl', unit 
then 1·c•t111·nioi· re, hi"' home in l ~On. twent.r
tht·t•e -'·ear'- of age•. I-Ji ... thoug hts now turne,l 
to the ,-chool --turlie-- nec•c~,aril.'· laid U!<ide for 
tbe ,ternrr realitie-. of wn1·. an<I in 11',0 he gnt
rl unte,l "ith ho1101·,- f1•om CornC'll College, ul 
)fount \' C'rnon. A, city superint(>odent. suc
ce"-Si\ el5·. of the schools in Yiuton. East Wn
terloo 111111 C'ech11· Rapids, l'rof P&;.or Aker,
woo n pPru1anent JJht<·<' nmong educationul 
men, noel in l~Sl "a;.. "C•lec·te!l by t he people to 
presicte o\ <'l' the educational inter<>l-t s of the 
:?tntc-. He wm- •·e·elC't·tC>cl in 11:lft:i, an<l ugain in 
J~ll:-.. Hi'- present 1·(',ldence is De~ )Iolne"'. 

The '-iX yeti r, thn t .L \\'. Akr•r ~ wns at the 
he11tl of tbe Stnte Uepnrtment werC' ~-ears ol' 
genC'rRl enthusiu,m thr<mµ-hout all line, of 
the public- -.ehool work. H <' showed the el£>· 
mt•nts of leacle1· ... hi-p: he mnn,hnlled the edut·n· 
tlonul forcC'-. iuto lin<' of gT(•11te'-'t ucti, ity. 
He- c-ontinued the wo.-1, of bH predeCP"-!-or i11 
\1chalt of tb~ C'Olllltl'_\ '-Chools. During hi, ll1

1
• 

minbtrution a gTeRt work wn, ll<'co1nplbhed 
nil n, er th(• State in the W!>l'k 01 cta ... i-Uieation 
in countn -..ehoob. He , i<:itetl diilerent --l'<' · 
tlon, of th<' $tat<', anll with countr -.up<'ri11-

l1ecnu1e thorouirhl) n<•qunintPd with th<' 101111 tc:n<lent'- ,·isilecl th<' co11nt1·_\' -..c-hool--. 111111 

"-<·hool s.nttcm and its need,. 
Ru1wrinten!lent Ake1·,- i, a rc,nrly ancl fluent ... pr11l,er. 

cu·ou:-inµ- an eclnc11tio1111I 1·on, Pill ion to thf" poh1t of 1wtio11. 

1111d fl•w lll<'ll ('1111 e'l1111I hi111 in 

'-''I' A' rt-: S{'l't:R L'\TI. '\ [If; :s'T l''l"lll 1< J :- ... TH I t 'I Jo;,, l~~-

F c-n ,·., ~;il>in \\II" liorn in )-'omtrc·t. \\'indl111m Co1 nt). ('onnN·til'llt. ll<•tnl r•t•t:I. l":!11. Hi-
fatht•t·, Noitb 811loi11. w11, nn in,Ju,trio11-. t.11111er. Rml µ-11,·e hi-. <1011 tlw lie---, 1•t1uc-utio1111I ad• 

11ntug<•-- ol thosP cl11~ ... . HP llttetl r,,1· ('oJIPj!e ut \\·oo,J-.trwk .\u1dc-m_\. <'onnt·l·ti<;ut, 1111<I 111 
<'ightec·n entc•rc,<l An1hc·r--t. µ-111cl11nti11g in 1.:~,:.! "ith b11n11r-. [>11ri11µ the nP~t 11,·1• years h<' 
hlld c·hlll'l{l' ot the union -.c-hool ill ~ttllJ.!'llllH'I,. < ·onnc-c tiC'lll The y1·u1•-. dirl'ctl,\ 1'0!10,1 inl!' 
,1·c,re spC'ut as ownPI' !llld p1·i11c·ip11I ot th" < ·oll<>:!inte I11-.t it11t1• . .\l.1Inwa11. ~<•\1 .lPJ',f'.\' Tn 
1'-'1-l Profe1'<:or ~11hi11 w11-. (')w-.1•11 pl'inC'ipnl nt' tlw F.aln11 :r1·um111111· "'l'h<'11l ill N1·w Ha,·<·11. 
ronne<•tkut. in whi<'h po,ition hr· uc•11ui111•d him,Pll" "itlt ,-il!lliil nltilit.,. Like mf\n_\· othc1·,, 

i 
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Table Showlng the Growth ot the School Sys~m ot lo"·a, from 1841 to 1888, Inclusive. 

.Average Totai '/Yo • Faidfor Totai Paid Total Ass ssed 

Yea1· Schol)i Schoota. ()urati"n bet. Teac11ers Teachers' for an 
Value o an 

Tax11l,le Prop. 
H OU/lell .'!fr> Da. 6 and 21. ~;mployed. Salartu. PurpoBeB. in lowu. ' 

--- - -- - -
1847 1

• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . 20,0-l'Z .... $ .......... $ .......... $ 12,271,000 

184!! . . . . . ]05 .... 40.646 ]~ .......... ......... 14,4JjU,~ 

1849 J87 5,?( 4 4 50,082 581 I 24.648 44,738 18,509. 

lb5ll 622 91-! 8 10 64,336 7llfl 36.814 7l ,2Hl 22,623,000 

1851 557 1,181 ... .. . 77,154 1.1as 47,502 76,756 28.Wl,000 

1852 804 1,266 .. 85.060 J,a:n ,H,64.1 77,1\flJ :JS,427,\JOQ 

1853 859 1,370 3 12 1(1(),0~ 1,339 7'.Z,095 107,625 49,540,000 

1854 1,005 J,520 3 9 lJl,093 1, 7'.:l:3 ~7.817 lil,965 72,3'27,000 

I *1856 ........ . . . . . . . . . . ... . ... ....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 106,895,000 

1856 1,o.io 2.153 . . •• ♦ • 178,868 2,522 147,862 
I 

201.741 164,395. OOJ 

1857 1,686 :!. 708 . . . . .. 195.285 2,996 198,142 I 
i364,515 :no.045,000 

1858 2,162 •> 200 . ... 238.927 2,800 148.574 298,474 179,828.000 ~- .... 
18.59 2,020 4.243 . . . . ... 240,531 5,265 asa,68!1 I 617.63'.t 19i ,823, 000 

1860 3,208 4,927 .. - . . . 244,9'J8 ts,3'i-l 445.468 I 655,938 1oa,a.is.0o0 

1861 3.479 5.502 . . . . ... 262,570 7,326 IHS,591 694.«7 177.4!>1.000 

1862 8,676 6,895 .... . ... 269,62'.l 7,805 515,939 I 704,771 175,000,000 

1863 4,110 6,237 4 2 281.733 8,500 570,115 788,6.57 167,100,000 

ISM 4.274 6.623 6 5 m,012 8,955 686,672 964.291 165,000.000 

1865 4,635 5,732 5 5 324,838 8,B20 856,725 1,265,667 215,063,000 

1866 6.009 5,9W 5 4 348.498 9,343 1,006,623 1,737,955 2'Z0,000,000 

1867 5,454 6,2'29 6 6 372,969 10,84::i I, 161,653 2,039,597 256.517,000 

1868 6,000 6,6.51 6 8 393,630 10,969 1,330,SZa 2,663.911 260,000.000 

1869 6,407 7,0U9 6 12 418,168 11,994 1,438.964 3, I 4R,()3.! 295,000.000 

1870 6,888 7,132 6 4 4.'31.134 1211n l,6;'36,951 3,043.420 30J,0UO,OOO 

1871 'i,598 8,112 6 10 460,029 14,070 ),900,893 3,269,090 348,643,000 

1872 8,253 8,5.59 6 10 475,499 15,2'21 2,131.1.047 4 0oo 6tl6 366,076.000 
' ' 

1878 8,856 8,816 6 10 491,344 16,284 2,248,676 4,2'2!!,45-! 364.&J7.UOO 

l 8H- 9,2'l8 9,172 6 14 5u6,385 17,002 2,447,430 4,443,482 :373. uOO, 000 

1876 9,628 9,610 6 16 533,571 l!l,145 2,fi98.440 4,605,749 ::105.m,ooo 

1876 9,908 9.85!! 6 16 558,!lZO ]9,052 2,7114.099 4,957,774 40J,000.000 

1877 10,296 10,424 7 5 567,S.59 19,866 2.953.645 5,H)7,428 40.'i,U00,000 

1878 10,566 10,701 7 6 575,474 20,s&l 3,0ll,230 fi,103.399 405,000,000 

1879 10,791 10,951 7 ~ 577.358 21,162 2,927,308 i>,051.478 I 405,Ml,OOO 
' 1880 11,037 11,088 7 8 586.556 21,598 2,901.948 4 921 24.0 406,0--0,000 . ' 

1881 11,2'.ll 11,244 7 8 594,730 21,776 3,040,716 5,129,820 41Q, 103,000 

1R82 11,285 13,110 7 2 604.7H9 2"l,0Bl 3.218,3'20 5,558,259 440.000,000 

'1883 11,789 ia,59! 7 2 621,042 2'2,216 3,7o0,516 6,098.442 I 463,625,000 

1884 11,975 13,393 
,., 4 62a,151 23,119 3,696,45a 6,2a6,971 466,000,000 
' 1885 12.286 14,009 7 4 6-%,400 23,592 I 

3,777.092 6,054.313 489,660,000 

1886 12.444 14,829 7 6 638,156 24,675 8,931,0'~ 6,iJ3t,188 495,610,000 
1887 12,631 14.976 'T 8 aas.«s 24,212 4,0U,019 6,370,469 501.3i0,000 

1ess 12,752 15,465 "' H 639,248 25,lta 4,107. \02 fi.401S,;>6!1 50/\,729,000 
I - -- -

•No ~tath,:tics were collected in 18.5-5. -
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THE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENCY. 

BY CO~TY SUPE ltlNTENDENT N. ,r. BOYE~, DUnUql.·E. 

EARLY UISTORY. 

As introductory to this subject it will be necessary to refer, in brief, to the 
early enactments of the Territorial and Stale legislation esta bllshing a comn1on 
school system for the people of Io-,va. 

The first legislative assembly of Iowa con,·ened at Tiurlingtou, ~oYember 
lt, 1838, and enacted a law providing for the formation of districts and the es
tablishment of schools therein. Tbe qualified electors when legally assembled 
had authority to levy taxes, to a limited amount, for the s11pport of schools, but 
no snperYision of the same was provided . 

The second legislative assembly enacted on the 16th of January, 1840. a 
more extended system, ,vhich contained many excellent features, but leaYing 
a11 supervisory power in tbe hands of directors and teacher~. 

The Constitutional Convention which met at Io•.va City in ~,Jay. 18-lH, to 
frame a State Constitution, provided, in .A.rticle ~), that the G·enera1 Assembly 
should provide for the election by the people of a State Superintendent of Pub
lic Instruction, whose term should be tbree years, his duties and compensation 
to be prescribed by the G·eneral .... \.ssemlJly. Rub-division 3, of the same article. 
says that-

"The General .-lssemhly shall pro,·iclefor a system of common ,,cbools, hy wl1iC'b a ..,chool 
shall be kept up t\ncl supported in cnch i:chool dist1·ict, at least three month" in every year ... 

In compliance " 'ith the requirements of the constitution under ,Yhich the 
~tate ,vas ad111itted in December, 1846, tbe General Assembly in session .Janu
ary J.5, 18-!fl. enacted that on the first !Y1onday of A priL 1851. at the township 
election and triennially thereafter, there shall be elected a Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, and in section 1081, same act, Code of 1861. set fortb his 
general duties, as follows: 

Re shall have 11 g·enernl supetYision of a11 the cligtrict .~d,oo/,< oi the f;tate. aud «ee tlu1t 
the school system is as early as practicnble put into uniform operation: shall Yi'.-lit every 
county at least once during his term of office, confer freely witll school ollicers, gin.• advice 

•relative to scbool:-1, deliver public lecture!' to teachers anti pC'ople of the district when 
clcen1ecl nccessa1T, and perform generallr such cluties n,- may t<'nd to ac1,·a11ce the 1nterC'St" 

or education. 
His compensation was fixed at$1,i.on per year, and contingent expenses. 'rhe 

foregoing is the first act tbat we find establishing super,·isory authority o,er the 
dist1ict scbools. And it " 'ill be noticed that the duties were quite similar, iu 
general, to those since required of county superintendents. 

'l'he important duties of visiting schools and examining teacbers "ere to l>e 
done by the Board of Directors. (though tbey might select an examiner out~i<le 
of the board), in accordance with sections 11!7 and 1148 J;aws of Io,va, l'ode of 
1851. It appears of record that the office of Htate Superintendent of Public In
struction " 'as created in 1847, tbat an election was held at ,Yhicb James Harlan 
was elected, but the Supreme Court Jecided sai<l election to be void. 'l'hos. H. 
Benton, Jr., served in the office during tbe first term under this law. Unques
tionably maoy good acts ,vere done and the cause of education adYanced hy 
this energetic and efficient officer, but "'e regret the nece~sity of saying that \Ve 
do not find that bis super,·ision ca1ne directly to tbe assistance of the district 
schools as intended by the section above quoted. In 18-'H-7 "'e find that Jame~ 

• 

.. 



10\V A :NOR)! AL ~10:NTITLY. 391 

D. Eads pe1formed the duties of the office, and it is fair to presu111e that he, in 
his attempt to comply with the law, found the duties to be very onerous, or be
yond the possibility of any man to comply \vith the spirit and intent of/said 
laws. although the necessity of local supervision v.·as plainly seen and felt by 
both officer and people, hence we find him in his first report to tbe sixth General 
Assembly, recommending important changes in the laV11 relating to super
Yision. 

By an act approved January 1.'5, 1849, Section 1089, Code of 18-51, an election 
of School Fund Commissioner ,Yas ordered ancl the duties prescribed. Reveral 
of these were the same as now attach to the County .A.uditor's office, and the 
others to the County Superintendent's, which continue to the present. In Su
perintendent Ead's report. as above referred to, V{e find the follo~·ing recon1-
mendatiou: 

I deem it important that the General Assembly should make some altel'ations and addi
tions relative to the duties of the cmce of School Fund Commissioner. and also that the 
name should be changed to that of County Superintendent. No system is perfect wbich 
<loes not acc01nplish what H, propo,-~s. * * • There can be no reason why we 
shou ld tolerate for another year whnt is made apparent to hn,·e been defective in all its 
pnst \YOrkiDg". 

Ile further adds t.hat after the title of t be oflice is changed, that the Super
intendent should visit schools and have tbe general supervision of all matters 
relating to schools in his county. Ile argued that a suitable person or persons 
could be found in each county to perform the important duties attaching to the 
office and that it would be entirely safe and proper to leave the selection of the 
officer to the electors of the county. 

These suggestions ·were intended to show the faHu1 e of the olcl and the ne
cessity of a ne"' system of supervision , but it seems that the representati\ es of 
the people \vere not ready for the change at that time. December 18-3<:L but the 

ne:Kt Assembly. l\1arch l~. 18-58, made the change. creating the office of County 
Superintendent, prescribed the duties, and ordered an election of this offieer in 
April. Some of the first superintendents w~re eJected at this time, but as all 
the counties did not receiYC the ia,v in time. a supplen1entary act ,vas passed for 
an election in l\lay. 1858. At these two elections the then orgauized co11ntie:-; 
chose tbeir county superintendents, but the time being irregular the Assembly 
pro, ided that the first regular election of that officer should take plac-e on the 
second Tuesday of Oclober, 18,">9, but the inc'1mbents \\'ere to hold until their 
successors "'ere eleC'ted and qualified. .oiluch confusion existed. 1'he former 
la,v made it the <lut) of directors to Yisit schools and examine teachers, but \\'e 
fin<l it said in one of the 8tate reports that ··teaehers were not examined and 
schools \\' ere not visited." 

The superintendents ,vere oblige(! to assume the laborious task of putting· 
in operation a system vl'itl.l ,vhicb tbe people" ere not familiar and the details 
of which tbey themselves djd not fully comprehend. 

FIHST COl'NT't Sl:-PBIUXTE~DEXT:--' CONY J<;NTJO'N. 

'l'he la\\', section 2013, Code of l SfiO. required County ~uperintende11is to as
sen1ble anuually to consider subjects pertaining to the educational work of the 
county and receiYe instructions from the Secretary of the State Board of .Eclu 
cation. State Superintendent 1Ylaturin L. Fisher says of the first meeting at 
I o,Ya City, September 22 and 23, 18-58: 

The convention was well atteodecl. Supo1·intcnclents were there fro1n the ~Iis~oul'i line 
nnrl the confines of ~finucsota. from the banks of th<" -;\fi!"sic;~ippi nnd tho!"c of the :'lfissouri 
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The alacrity with which they left their homes at a busy season of the year, and came a 
great clistance at much expense manifests their zeal in the cause of education. There bl\$ 
probably neYer assembled lo Iowa a body of meo better educated, more intelligent or prnc-
tical thao this conYentiou of County Superintendent~. 

YIRST COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS ELECTED IN IO1YA, 1858-9. 

The following is the list of those in attendance1 who served until Oct., 1859: 
Allamakee, J. W. Flint; Appanoose, J .. J. Cummings; Benton, ,Joseph Dysart, 
Black Hawk, Truman Steed; Boone, .Jas. Phelan; Bremer, A. R. ltifoulton; 
Cedar, .Jo~bua Maynard; Chickasaw, J. C. Strong; Clayton, Alonzo Brown; 
Clinton, J. Van Antwerp; Crawford, Thos. Dobson; Decatur, Thos. Johnson; 
Delaware, H. N. Gates; Dubuque. Wm. Y. Lovell; Fayette, S. W. Cole; Floyd, 
L. L. Huntley; Fremont. L. G. Bell: Greene, Orrin Jackson; Grundy, Elias 
Macy; Henry, Samuel L. Howe; Howard, C. E. Brown; Jackson, .J. P. Edie; 
Jasper. Albert Lufkin; JE>fferson, Reed Wilkinson; Johnson, H. W. Lothrop; 
Jones, Bart. Wittemore; Keokuk, Jno. Rogers; Kossuth, Chauncy Taylor; Lee 
John A. Nuno; Linn. A. Manson; Louisa, W. Woodruff; Madison, .Jas. Shep
erd; Mahaska, J.M. Loughridge; Marion, Clayborne Hall; Muscatine, W. F. 
Brannan; Poweshiek, Leonard F. Parker; Scott, A. S. Kissell; Tama, Wood
hull Helm; Union, L ,v. McDill; \Vashington, T. II. Dinsmore; Winnesheik, 
Henry C. B11lis, total, 41. Incumbents of the office, but not present at this 
meeting: ..ctdair. Geo. W. White; Adams, Ed. Homan; Audubon, L.B. Mont
gomery; Butlet\ D. W. Mason; .Hnchanan, (). H. P. ltoszell; Calhoun, Chas. 
Amv; Carroll. "vV. H. Price; Uass, Jas. H. Brown; Cerro-Gordo, '£hos. Tenney~ 
Clarke, J. H. L. Scott; Dallas, Jas. O. Reed; Davis, Heru·y Dunlavey; Des 
Moines. R. J. Groff; Franklin. Robt. F. Piatt: Guthrie, N. B. Leinbach; 
Hamilton, Adam C . .Baum; Hancock, G. R . Nuben; Harrison, Joseph H. Smith; 
Hardin, Edwin Fuller; Humboldt, Geo. W. Mann; Iowa, C. S. Jennis; Lucas, 
John Anderson; Marshall, 1. J. Teagarden; Mills, J. \V. Daniels; Mitchell, II., 
P. Nelsoon; Monroe, Sam'l Adams; Monona, C. C. Bisbee; Montgomery, W. 
C. Means; Page, B. B. Hutton; Polk, Sam 'l Rell; J>ottawattamie, Jas. B. Rue; 
Ringold, Wendell Poor; Sac, Geo. F. Browning; Shelby, David Bangbam; 
Storv, Geo. II. Maxwell; Taylor, E.D. Bulen; Van Buren, Anderson McPnerin; 
Wapello. G.D. R. Boyd; Warren, J. E. Williamson; Wayne, Geo. Wright; 
Woortbury, H. H. Uhaffe; Wright, Jacob Davidson; Winnebago, E. D. Stock 
ton; Worth, E. D. Hinman; total 44, making at that time (18.58) 86 counties 
which bad chosen Cl>unty Superintendents, and it is certain that wise selections 
were made, for any one who is familiar with the names of p1ominent public 
men of Iowa, for the last thirty years, will recognize ruany of the names in the 
foregoing list, and did I not know that Prof. Parvin in his article has made 
special mention of several of them, I should certainly do so, for they richly 
deserve to b~ remembeted for their good works. 

OPPOSITION TO THE OFFICE. 

These early County Superintendents in Iowa laid the foundation 
work of the superintendencv in the system so firmly, that it bas had a healthy 
growth. notwithstanding the puerile attacks of the pretended statesmen and 
often unscrupulous politicians, and they were early in the field , for we find in 
the editorial cc>lum11s of the lowa Instructor of July 1861, the following: •·Why 
is it that there should be such oppnsition to the county superintendency in 
Iowa., as is cl.timed by politicians, while nearly every other State that has a free 
school system in succes-3ful operation justly at.tributes the success to an efficient 
county superintendency? Will some school killer, answer'!" And it is only too 
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true that this same class of persons has continuously to the present day assail
ed tbe office at every session of the Assembly, but the enactments have con
stantly increased the importance and usefulness of the office, and tended to 
give it confidence V\'ith the people, but the compensation of the othcer bas been 
so small, that mally of the best men llave left the position f<ir bet ter paying 
places. Politicians who wanted a stepping stone to something else, unsuc
cessful lawyers, doctors and preachers have been elected, and in some cases 
have brought odium upon the office. What is wanted is a practical school man 
for the office, and the people can well afford, and should see to it that be is well 
paid. When such a man is secured he sbonld be retained term after term. 

POOR P .A Y AND SHORT TENURE OF OFFICE. 

The lack of permanency and little pay have caused hundreds of the best q ual
ified persons to leave the office. By looking over the lists we tind tbat sixteen 
counties bave retained their superintendents, from six to 16 years, but the. 
average term of all is not more than three years each. The compensation as 
fixed by section 20'i4, Code of 1860, was two dollars per day, provided that did 
not exceed one half of the salary of the clerk of the district co111·t. What com
parison there could be between the duties, or the value of the work done in 
these two <>ffices is beyond the comprPhension of the oldest school men of the 
State. Section 1770, Code of 1873, made the compensation three dollars per day 
and such additional amount as tbe .Uoard of Supervisors migbt a1low. By an 
act of the General Asserubly approved March 20th, 1882, this section was 
amended by striking out the word three and inserting tbe word four, in lieu 
thereof. If Boards of Supervisors were sufficiently familiar with the duties 
and requirements of t he office, and the pay usually obtained by those who can 
do a like grade of work, I think they ,vould not be so penurious with the super
intendents as at present. A person who can perform the duties of the office 
efficiently should receive at least five dollars per day and necessary expenses, 
and not be sent out among tha schools to forage. in order that he may save his 
salary to support bis wife and children at borne. City Superintendents of 
schools are paid from six to eight dollars per day, and they have no traveling 
expenses. The same pay would keep good men in the County Superintendent's 
office, and the schools ,vould be greatly improved in many respects. The selec
tion of this officer should alwayR be made from a non-partisan stand-po1nt. As 
to the duties, it is impossible to make a list of every thing required and expect
ed, but by reference to the ind< .x of the school Jaw it will be seen that it takes 
over fifty lines to designate t1 e different items. Since the adoption of the 
general system, several amend1nents adding much responsibility and import
ance to the office have been made, viz: "An act to provide for appeals" passed 
by the Board of Education Dec. 24th. 1859. This act entailed a large amount 
of difficult and tedious work upon the superintenctent, but at the same time 
was of great value to the general public, as it affords a speedy and inexpensive 
mode of adjusting in an equitable manner the disputes and abuses ~·hicb ari se 
under the administration of the intricate school law of,this State. 

INCREASED r oWERS, D"GTIER AN D ]~1PORTANCE OF 'lIIE OFJ!'ICE. 

Sec. 1766, Code of. 1873, provided that teachers should be examined in phys
iology in addition to :V\hat ~·as p1eviou~ly rEquired. 'Ibis also added to the 
work of the officer-'. By an ac:t of the fiftffnth Gfneral Assfmbly approved 
March 19, 1874, t he ''1'eachers' Normal Institute'' was provided. This added 
a large amount of '"ork to the County Superintendent's office, as well as much 
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responsibility. For no matter bow carefully he selects the conductorR, or in
structors he is held strictly accountable to the teachers and people of tbe coun
ty for wbat takes place, be it success or failure. As .school management ente1·s 
largely and perhaps principally, into the work of the institute. The object 
should be to select and adopt the best and most approved methods. It is 
essential that the Superintendent be a person of liberal culture, of extendecl 
experience in school "'Ork, being familiar with details and modern methods of 
instruction. The constant tendency of an enactments passed by the General 
Assembly during the last fi fteen years bas been to give this officer a larger dis
cretion in matters of judgment and to afford him tbe means to supply the 
schools of the county with teachers who have, at least, bad some professional 
training, though it be only what can be given in the normal institute. 

The institute work bas had a very salutary effect upon tbe cotu1t1 y schools. 
~Huch more good 1night be done if Boards of Directors would. consider and ap
preciate the efforts made by teachers to improve their q ualiflcations and use
fulness, by regularly attending the institute, and always give such teacher::; the 
preference when applications are being made for positions. 

When it is remembered that those teachers contribute nearly all the money 
for institute expenses, giYe their valuable time while attending, pay for books 
and journals, attend teachers' meet:ngs and examinations, all for the purpose 
of preparing themselves to do the public work of teaching in the most approved 
manner for a moderate consideration, it see1ns strange, and ahuost incredible 
that they are overlooked, or put aside, in some cases, and the position given to 
the merest novice who can obtain any grade of certificate. Short terms, and 
frequent change of teachers have a bad effect upon school interests. 1Yluch of 
the tax payers' n1oney and valuable time of t be children have been squandered 
in t his way, but these abuses are being corrected and prevented by the vigil
ance and untiring efforts ot' the county superintendents, when making examin
ations and attending teachers' meet ings. bringing such matters directly to the 
attention of the people. And nearly all local refonns in school economy must 
ue made tlu·0ugh t he influence of public sentiment. 

By an act of t he General .. lssembly passed in 1876. ,vo111en are eligible to all 
school offices. Section 1 of the act says: 

No person shall be deemed ineligible by reason of sex to nny school offlc(.> in the Stnt<> 

of Iowa. 
During the last t'\\·elve years a number of ladies bave been elt>ctecl to the 

offices of county superintendent and school directors. Thev have performed the 
duties in a faithful and efficient ma11ner, bt-roically braving the storms of ~ in
ter, and the derision of those ,vho thougl1tlessly or Yiciously contemn the office 
or the officers, but, tbese are tbe exceptions and not the rule. 'f be good people 
generally hold the faithful officer in great rrspect, an<l give thoughtful con:;icler
ation to his or her counsel and advice. The county superintendency is the n1e
diu1n of communication. connecting the Stc1te department with the comm0n 
schools. Ry this means the co-ordinate branches of State, county and district 
combine to riTect the general and u11iform " 'orking of the school S) steru. A. 
series of reports from the district to the county and from the count_y to the 
State shows 1 he result of each ) ear's v.·ork in all the schools of tht> :·Hate. 
Through co operation ancl the acloption of a State course of study for nonnal 
institutes, uniform ques.tions f1amed by the county superintentlents, and com
piled by the State depa1 tment, and used in all counties, are the means of sec:ur
ing a better grade of teache1 s for the ,vork of instruction. J{y tbe earnest and 
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('Ombiued efforts of teachers and school officers, the methods of instruction' 
classification of pupils, and uniform work by topical outlines, have gteatly irn
proYed the condition of our country schools. i1odern improvements in buil(ling 
and furnishing school rooms have been adopted. whic11 tend greatly to preserve 
the health and comfort of tbe children, 1:1s ,Yell as to aid much in discipline. 

Chapter 1, la"·s of 1886, requires that physiology and hygiene, with special 
reference to the effects of stimulants and narcotics upon the human system. be 
regularly taught in all the schools to all grades ot' pupils. Teachers must pass 
a satisfactory examination, showing their ability to teach the subject. T his 
law not only increased the labors ot the superintendent in making the examin
a tion, bu t as tbe mecliu1n of communication to tne districts, by the State de
partment, much corresponueuce and n1a11y explanations ensued. It is made 
the duty of all school officers ''to see to the ol>servance of this statute.'' 

This feature entailed a large amount of individual "·ork upon tlJe superin
tendent. The la\v is indefinite in regard to ,vbo shall supply the necessary 
books, etc. The sentiment of the people in many districts ,vas opposed to the 
law, and n1any expostulations ,vith directors and teachers had to be made. Not
,vitbstanding this embarrassing state of affairs, the snperintendents took hold 
<>f tbe work of making an ho1H•st compliance with the 1aw in earnest. State 
Superintendent .J. ,,. Akers iu his report says that the County Superintendents 
are entitlecl to great creel it for tlle general success '\\'hich has attended the com
pliance ,vith this la"·· 'l'he present State Superintendent, IIon. H enry Sabin, 
has during the last year sent out seYeral circular letters to the school authori
ties in relation to the extent and manner of teaching the subject. Reports of 
district secretaries sho,v that it has been taught in about 14,000 schools, to 477,-
000 pupils, in the State, during the past school year . T his is a remarkably good 
showing for t he first eighteen months under the law, and in the future this sub
ject will be regularly taught as other branches are iu tbe schools. The last 
(22nd) General Assembly did uot pass any acts of general importance to the 
--:;cbools, although the text book question received consideraule attention. 

This brief synopsis, as to the history, duties 1:1nd bellefits of superinten
<lency, hardly does justice to so inq,urlant a subject, but, ,vant of space for the 
}Jublication in a special uurnber of an Ed.ucatioual Jourual prevents a moreex
tendecl review in its conuection \\1 ilh the good " 'Ork done by llie ~0.000 teachers, 
in the 13,000 free school huiltlings for the benefit of uearly-300,000 school children 
-0f this progressiYe State of lowa. 

'\Vbile ,ve find discrepancies, and in1perfections in the school law of the 
'State, ,ve still find it to he a uol>le and inspiring system, consit)ting of a con
tinuous chain, that uincls together the educational interests of all the people, 
high and low, rich and poor, cornmenei1 g at tl1e primary school, and encircling 
the classical course of tlie l TniYersity. 

For our present condition let us l>e thankful, and firmly press for'.Yartl, al
ways keeping in Yie,v the ullin1ate object of developing the lJighf'st standard 
-0f citizenship and a perfect manhood, ,vhicb shall becon1e the p1 ide a1H.I glory 
-0f the people. 
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NICHOLAS W. BOYES, 
S"GPERI~TENDENT OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF DUBUQUE COUNTY. 

In tbe thirty 1ears' history of the county superintendency in Iov.'a N. W. 
Boyes has served the loniest term of years ot' auy elected to that office. .For 
sixteen years continuously he bas supervised the public schools of Dubuque 
county. Though now in bis fifty-fifth year he is yet ' 'hale and hearty'' for sev-
eral years more in the service. 

8nperinteudent Boyes is the eldest son of English parents, who came to 
America in 1833. RP w~i:; horn on tbe first day of April, 1834, at Geneva,Onta

rio county, New York. When 

,11..,{,;;J~~ t;·:.,,, 
)
l~_::;;: • .-=-=,.:.::.~:~:.\7 

but eight years old his father 
died, but he had been kept in 
school and trained so well by 
his mother that at this age be 
could read fluently from the 
New Testament and the old 
English reader, and he was 
equally proficient in other 
branches. On the death of his 
father be was sent to live with 

,:: ~ ,.:;;:;:-:':':.·· 

.t·f). ?>:i an uncle on a farm in Steuben 
•k , :.·:.::. • .r?' ..,~}l· ·.. county, wbere his education 

...... .. 
••• ,6' .. .. -- -

- -. ·.. . ·-·:.~ -.~- :··;::-;;~~t~~?;:;-.7=.: ........ , ~-~-

7#[ was somewhat neglected until 
- 1846, when Ins cother married 

again, and be was brought 
home. In the sp1ing of 1845 
he with bis step-father and 
family came west, and settlecl 
in Kenosha county, Wiscon
sin. For the succeeding eight 

or ten years he worked on a farm in summer and attended the public school in 
the winter, and being apt and studious, he acquired a good common schooled
ucation. He then attended the Waukegan Academy in Lake county, Illinois. 
When be had finished his \'\'Ork at this institution, he alternately taught 
school and worked at the carpenter's bench until his marriage, in 1857, to Miss 
Catharine E. Cumn1ings, a native of Erie county, Pa. She has been for the 
past thirty-tv,o years, not only his better half but his better threefourtbs, his 
faithful companion and a wise counsellor in all his plans. On the first of Jan. 
1882, the twenty-fiith anniversaty of this union was celebrated. the Dubuque 
city teachers and county officials turning out en masse, and showered upon 
Supt. and Mrs. Boyes, loads of presents and a wealth of hearty good cheer. 

Since 1857, a period of over thirty years, Superintendent Boyes bas been 
n1ainly engaged in educational work. He bas taught school in four States
Illinuis, Wisconsin, Minnesota and Iowa. In Minnesota he was Supt. of 
the schools of Beaver in Fillmore county. While there in the fall of 1865 he 
was the nominee of the Democratic party of that county for member of the 

Legislature. 
In the summer of 1867 he came to Dubuque county, Io,va. and in the fall of 

that year became p1incipal of the Dyersville public schools. He was serving his 

• l 
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S(),rving his sixth year in this position when in January, 1873, he was appointed 
by the Board of Supervisors to the office of County Superintendent, which had 
heen left vacant by the death of Superintendent J. J.E. Norman. He bas been 
eight times elected to the office, five times without an opposing candidate. 
During the sixteen years he has had supervision of the common schools of Dn
buque county, advancement bas been made in all departments of the work; im
provement in school houses and furniture, in the qualifications of teachers. in 
the norn1al institute and in the actual work done in the country schools. 

I 
Before we had any State graded course of study, tbe Dubuque county 

graded course was in successful operation. and our subsequent State courses 
have been largely modeled after it; and years before the present State reading 
circle was heard of in Iowa, the Dubuque county teacheTs, under Mr. Boyes's 
direction, were quietly working to a graded reading course possessing all the 
main advantages or the present State course without its expense and its cum
brous machinery. 

Mr. Boyes has taken an active part in the educational affairs of our State 
outside of bis own county, and for tbe past ten or fifteen years has attended 
most of the meetings of the State Teachers' Association. He has taken, part 
in the discussion of a number of papers before this distinguished body of edu
cators, and he has been honored by being placed on some of its most important 
committees. For three years he served as member of tbe executive commit
tee-one of the very highest honors a member can receive; he has twice served 
on the committee on needed legislation, and has been first Yice-president of the 
association. 

Elected a member of the Board of Directors of the State Normal School 
by the XVII General Assembly, he gave ·tbe school so much of bis time and 
attention that be is still kindly remembered by all who were then connected 
with that worthy institution. 

In county superintendents' conventions, district and State, Superintendent 
Boyes always bas something practical to say on important questions. He is lis
tened to with interest and great weight is attached to his opinions, for bis re
marks are comprehensive, liberal and to the point. He never adopts new 
methods, nor enters upon new plans without first duly and carefully consider
ing their practical feasibility. 

During the past few years he bas promoted the work of the country schools 
by placing "in the hands of each teacher a graded course of study, and a classi
fication register, v;•ith a system of making monthly reports to his office on the 
condition of the v;•ork and the progress made. 

It may not be out of place to suggest here that if other counties would fol
low the example of Dubuque in retaining their superintendents a longer time 
in office, when they have secured a good one, it would be far better than to make 
frequent changes. 



JOHN l\IcLEOD, 
i--UPEillNTENDEN'l' OF PURLIC SCICOOL~ OF HlJ)IJ30LDT COUNTY. 

Superintendent John McLeod is one of Iowa's edncational Yeterans of thir
ty years' service in the schools of the State. Though old in the work he yet re
tains the vigor, the freshness, the enthusiasm for which typical "horu and breu 
Scotchmen'· have Jong been noted. l-Ie is of ~coteh descent and hirth. Born 
in Scotland September 24, 1832, be was the third child in a family of five boys 
and two girls. llis father, descendant of a noble Scotch stock, was a man of 
some distinction in the church and iu education; a preacher and teacher, be 
was sent out as a missionary by the missionary society of Edinburgh. He was 
a man of dauutless courage, unwavering in the performance of every duty. Hu; 
cha.racter was one of beauty, l)Urity and simplicity, of lofty faith in Gou. If, as 
some one has said. a child's education begins a hundred years before it is born, 
then the subject of this sketch ,vas indeed fortunate in his inheritance. 

,vhen Johu 1IcLeod was nine years of age he , with the rest of the family 
moved to Prince Edward Island. llere he lived until in his t,"Venty-seventh 
year. He had begun bis education at a private school in Scotland, and con
tinued in such a school on Prince Edward Island. IIis education, however. 
was largely obtained at home, which was perhaps far better than that offered 
by the schools accessible to him. 

Mr. 1'1cLeod taught five years consecutiYely in the schools of Prince Ed
ward I sland. There teachers contracted for no less than a year, and the only 
vacation from work ,vas two "·eeks in tbe spring and in the fall, and every al-
ternate Saturday. 

In the spring of 18-59, be Vl'ilb two brothers rame to l OVl'a. Sinc·e coming to 
l owa he bas been engaged continuously in the schools of the State. ,,·ith the ex
ception of three years spent in special study, a part of the tin1e at Central t Tni
versity, Pella, Iowa, and of three years service as a soldier in the Union arm, 
dnriog the civil war. .As he ,vas \'aliant iu ,var, so be has for a c1uarter of a. 
century been a faithful soldier in contending for education, for enlightenment. 
for truth and righteousness. 

In the fall of 1881 John Mrl,eod. ,vho had bePn for seYeral years previous to 
that date, teaching in Rumbolt county, most of the time in II1tmbolt College, 
was elected county superintendent of schools in that county. Ile has beeu 
tJ,ree times re-elected to tbe offic-e, and is now serving bis eighth ) ear in that 
capacity. Ile has prosecuted bis work as county supe1intendeut in a quiet. 
faithful and efficient tna nner. Enthusiastic in his "·ork. without pomp, or tin
sel, or cheap show, be steadily promotes the \Vork under his supervision. It is 
clearly sho,vn by his reports to the State department that he bas little faith iu 
bo~bouse processes in educational affair~. Ile belieYes that the real. lasting 
progress in educational " ·ork can come 011ly like · 'gro,Yth in ~race,'' like gro,vth 
of mind or body, like the gro,vth of civilization, like (1/l hcollh!I growth in the 
realms of matter or spirit. He detests sho,vs and shams and en1pty forms. 

In bis supervision, Superiutendent McLeod is a constant inspirer of the 
teachers uudPr bis charge, and he is eager to Ube anct to promote all true 
methods of advancing them in their ,vork. 

In the report of the State Department for 188f.>-i, buperiotendent 1lcLeod 
ays of bis institute ~·ork in llnmbolt county, that tbf'y are trying ·'to teach 

\vhere tea<'hiug is nE>eded, but in all cases to give inspil·ation and uplift for the 

• 
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great work of trainin£?; the youth, and so determining· tbe future of the race, to 
hold up a higher st andard of prefessional excellence, and to exhibit the most 
approved methods of t he best teachers.'' 

At the meet ing of the State Teachers' ~\ ssociation at Des Moines, Decem
l)er, 1888, Superintendent 1Y1cLeod was made a n1en1ber of the Educational 
Council. During bis county superintendency he has taken an active part in 
the county superinte11dents' conventions of northern Iowa, as wen as in that 
<lepartment of the State association. 

PROF. ERWIN B~.\KER. 
DIED ] IAY ] 887. 

The subject of this sketch ,vas born in T1i angle. Broom Co., N. 1~., Dec. 
20th, 1832. " His early life ran quiet as the brooks lJy which he sported,' ' and 
be gre,v up to youth and entered Oxford ... ~cademy ,vhere he obtained an ele
mentary education. Later he attendtd U nion College, Schenectady, N. Y., 
and graduated in 186-1. He began at once bis career as a teacher. 

In 18-56 he came \\,..est and settled in Mahaska Co., Io"'a. Here he continued 
teaching, beginning first in Eddyville, until in 1872 when he \Yas called to the 
responsible position of County Superinteudent of Mahaska County. 

In 18-59 Mr. Baker married Miss Margaret Mehanna of Mahaska County. 
To them one daughter, Margie, was born in tbe year 1874. lJ1 1861 Mr. Baker 
l)urchased a farm, and along V'i'jth his work in tlle normal schools he managed 
a,nd improved this homestead. 

In 1872 they left the farm and moved to Oskaloosa. Wbat 1Ylr, Raker bad 
been educationnally in the narrow sphere of a fev;, townships, be now became 
in educational circles of the State, a leader. Ile made 1narked improvements 
in methods of examination, and advanced new ideas concerning tbe Normal 
Insti tutes and other educational methods. No man in Iowa did more to bring 
the Normal Institute to a high standard than ~Ir. Baker. Xo sooner had he 
lett this county " 'ork than demands upon his time set in. For full a decade be 
,vas active in conducting these, the teachers ' colleges. For seven ) ears he was 
called to conduct the Institute of Butler County. Ile worked in half an hun
dred counties during these years and diJ bis v;·ork uniformly well. These facts 
l>rought him prominently before tbe State Teachers ' .• \.ssociation ,vbere his 
counsels were often sougllt in mattE>rs of iluportance. Ile ,vas the candidate 
-0f his party ( Democratic) for the office of State Superintendent at one time, 
and would have tilled the place well indeed bad he been called. H is v,ork was 
al·ways careful and painstaking, thorough and acceptabie. ITe was kind and 
charitable. true to a friend, zE> alous in good works, and alV'i·ays in harmony with 
" 'hat he dee1ned right. Ile was a Sir Knight of distinction, and bis counsels 
,vere valuable in the work of Jo"·a 11asons. Ile was a friend to every good 
work that moved about him. 

In 1881 be associated himself with the ~\cme Coal Company of Oskaloosa 
as its secretary and manager. In 1886 he accepted additional yet sin1ilar du
ties in tbe Edison Electric Light Company. For these t~o Institutions he la
hored very hard aud prospered. Tllis strain upon bis not over robust frame 
,vas too much, and he sank to rest in the true and noble citizen's grave in the 
silent city of the dead in 1'1ay, 1887. \V ith l owa eclucation the name of Erwin 
Baker v.ill long be associated, and be v.•ill live in the hearts of bis hosts of 
friends al ways. 8uch lives are never lost. 
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EZRA H. BALLARD, 
:-lUPERINTENDENT OE TH~ PUBLIC SCHOOL:-- OF E)l:\lE'l' C:Ot:X'l'\'. 

Supt. Ballard of Emmet County, though a native of New York, bas ueena 
resident of Iowa for twenty ~ ears. At different times he has serYed about eight 
years in the County Superintendency of Emmet County. 

He was born at Hfllena, N. Y., November 18, 1843. His early life was passed 
at Fort Covington and at Ogdensburg, N. Y. ~-\.fter attending the public

schools and Fort Covington Academy 
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he entered the State .Normal ~cnool 
at Albany, N. Y. After leaving the
State Normal School, he came West 
and entered tbe medical department 
of Ann Arbor l Tniversity, Michigany 
from which he graduated in the 
Spring of 1868. In August of that 
year be came to Iowa to engage in 
the practice of medicine at Esther
ville Emmet County. 

Before coming west Mr. Ballard 
bad bad considerable experience in 
teaching, three years of "'hicb had 
been in the public schools of Ogdens
burg, N. Y. When a vacancy oc
cw·ed in the Superintendency of 
Schools in Emmet County in 1870 • 
Doctor Ballard was appointed to fill 
the office. . ~,;, ,,,_ •<01•P{W,"i/f?ftJf fitfJif-'{"? 

Ile was elected to the office in 
1871 and again in 1873. He thus gave the county five years ot service at that 

time. 
From 1884 to 1879 he was County Treasurer of Emmet County . • On retiring 

from this office in 1879 be gave his whole attention to the practice of medicine. 
In 1885 be was again elected by the people to the County Superintenctency and 
re-elected for a second term in 1887. The people of his county evidently are 
confident of his ability to manage the public school interests of the county. 

Supt. Ballard is laboring, with success to establish a conrse of study and a 
system of classification in every school in tbe County. The teachers standard 
of qualifications is being raised by means of a thoroughly organized normal in
stitute. He is accomplishing good results for the cause of education in Emmet 

Oounty. 
He bas been connected with the public affairs of Emmet county for so 

many years, nearly eight years as county superintendent, and five years as 
county treasurer, that be is thoroughly conversant with tbe educational condi
tion and needs of the countv, and ,vitb the school finances of the same. His 
'thirteen years of official service in the county proves his sucress anct popularity. 

I 
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RICHARD A. l\1A'fHEWS. 
EX-st-l'ERIXTEXDEXT OF ,JASPER UOUNTY. 

The subject of this sketch is an Iowan by birth aud education. He wa~ 
horn in 1852, in the c0untry, near the town of Sully, in Jasper colu1ty, Iowa. 
Here be liYed on a farm until be was seventeen years of age, when he began 
teaching country schools and attending tbe academy of Io,va College at Grin 
11ell. I-le entered the collegiate department as a student of the classical course 

-~ -...;> 
~: . 

in which be graduated "\\'itb the degree of A. 
B .. in 187~). Il e received his first teacher's cer
tificate, in 1869. from Prof. L. F. l'arker, 110w 

of Iowa College, wbo was then county super
intendent of Poweshiek co11nty. Ile was 
principal of the Lynnville schools for the 
year 1876-7. 

In the month of November following his 
graduation in June. 1879, R. A. Mathews was 
elected Superintendent of Public Instruction 
of Jasper county. His first term in office was 

, fruitful of such good work in behalf of the 
· common schools and education in tbe county 

that he was re-elected in 1881. He served in 
the county superintendency from Jan. , 1880, 
to Jan .. 1884. During his offic;a1 career he es
tablished an Educational Exhibit Depart

n1ent at the Jasper county annual Fair, bad a building erected for accommo
dating the same, and secured the permanent offer of $100, in premiums, an
nually. This plan is still maintained ,vith improvements in .Jasper County. 

He managed to keep up a good professional entbusiasm among bis teachers 
by means of tbe normal jnstiiute, and frequent county and township teachers' 
associations. 11 e also edited a wide-a ~•ake educatioual column in the Newton 
Journal He was an earnest advocate for the establishment of school libraries 
for the country ~cbools, and awakened Jasper County to practical results in this 
direction. 

Superintendent Mathews took an active part in the district and State meet
ings of county superintendents, as a membPr of whicb be did efficient service . 
and in which he held various official and committee positions. 

Bis four years superintendency were succe~sful in promoting the interests 
of the country schools an<l this was d()ne lHrgely by raising the professional 
standard and qualifications of the teachers of the county. 

Born and bred on the farm, Mr. Mathews bas always bad an interest in ag
riculture and improved stock. He bas been a land and stock owner some years. 
Since leaving the County Superintendency, much of his time has been spent in 
writing in the interests of improved farm stock for the agricultural press, and 
as traveling press representative in the several fine stock districts. He has won 
a wide reputation as a writer in this line. He is now engaged jn '·Live Stock 
Journalism" in Chicago, being " Live Stock Editor" of the Orange Judd Farmer, 
Chicago, which is, perhaps, the most widely known and popular journal of its 
kind pul>lisbedin the West. Having been one of the fou11ders of tlle Nfws l et
ter in the college in 1874, and having written for the press every year since, the 
subject of our sketch is already "and old newspaper man." 
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S\'I~\'ESTER \\'. HE . .\ TH, 

~upt. Ileath. of Po,\'e::;hi(•k county. is a nalive ot' Indiana. horn near .Mun
cie, .\pril ,. 18-'1~. llis parl'nts ,vere of Englisb-C}erman des<"ent. They ,vere 
pioueer settlers in Inctiana, con1iug there as early as 1828. to make a home and 

<·lear a farm in a dense \\"il<lerness. 
'l'be subject of thi:-. sketch ;;pent his early life in h\bor on a farn1, ditchin~, 

:-,plitting rails, chopping ,voucl and all the "'ork acc111upanyi11g fanu lifl'. Ill• 
attended the district school fTom t\,·o to three 
111ontbs dnring the \\'inters auil spent the long 
" ·inter evening:-- at home \\'ith his hooks. 
}looks of 11istory. seien<'<' and travel ,Yer~ 
eag'l•rly 1\evnured and had a great educ·ative 
inllucnce on the mind an,\ l'haracter of thl~ 

far1ner boy. 
:-:-ylvester ,Y. had the advant;,ge of ,vise 

co11ni;el fro111 a t'at her \\'ho had been a tea('bt1r 
a11cl \\'ho ,vas then in char~e of the schools of 
tht! to,vnship in " 'hir.h h<· live,l. Iii:. father 
encouraged him to hecome a teacher. .\ftet· 
tE>aching one terln he entere«l the National 
Xormal School at J,elianon. Ohio, aud pur
sued the tl'a<'her·s coursl'. 4 \ fler teaching 
school in his ho111e ,listricl for fivo tt•ru1s he 
,vas visited hy the <'ity superintendent of the 
)I un<'ie school~ and cngagP«l as n principal of 

the ,Y ashington school. a::- successor to ~laj. 1\ . ,v. <'lancy, ,vho hacl been 
<:lected connly superintl'ntlt•nt. ..t\fler ~pl•nding four years in the graded school 
\\·ork ~Ir. II eat h ,·antt~ to lo\\ n. i11 188:3, and en t erecl tht• nH•n•an tile bnsiness. 
in ,vhich he still bolds an interest, in B1ooklvn. Po\\·eshic•k count\'. . . 

In 18.'-> ~lr. Ilrath was 1101ni11at<•cl and electe1l superinle1ulent of the schools 
uf Po,veshiek county. a111l in l88i hP '""~ re-electe,l hy an increase,l n1ajority1 

running far ahead of his tickt't. 
No superintendent in Io,va is \\·orking harder. or 111ort' etl'ectiYl'ly for th.-

sc-hools of his count,y t ban Superintendent !l(•ath. lit• is a. good ellucational re· 
YiYalist, anll this Is \\'llat evc>ry county superintendent ought to he. Ilis circu
lar letters to t.-achl•rs and ~cbool ofiicer"'. his school visi tat io11, ~y:-.tcm of :;chool 
exhibits, and the nonnal i11::;titnte. are the means by \\'hieh he accomplh,hl'S hi~ 
\\'ork. .\ssi::,te1l hy an earnest c·orps of teachcir:;, he has eslahlifhe1l in the cnun 
try srhools a sysh•111 of C'lassificat ion, aud a<loptl'd a 1111ifon11 <'lHll'SC of st ncly. 
ll i:-. teachers are all using a ,·las~ifleation register, and report to the supt•rin- . 
tP11dent's ollice each 111onth. l>uring the year l~oi-8 there \\'l'rl' onl' hu11tlre1l 
pupils in the county ,vho finished the couunon Sl'hool gratletl tnurse of study. 
_\..t thr institute of lHt"!S, and a}so al the 1·ounty fair. " ·as held au e1lucational 
exhibit, which ronsistecl of O\'f>I' :-.ix hundred pierc>s of S<'hool \\'Ol'k of various 

1-itHlS. 
~uperintendt>nl lleath ·s IIistoril·al Uh art of l'o\\'cshi<'k Uonnt,y has been 

thl' means of ,l\\"nkeni11g- ~reat 1nten•st in the study of local geoi;rraphy an,l hi:-
tory an1ong the pupils 11t' thl• puhli<' sC'hOols. Ill• is alsn the in,·entor of .. i\tath-

• 
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ematical Blocks," which are successfully used in many schools. They are 
adapted to advanced, as v.1ell as to primary grades. lie believes in a close super
Yision of the schools by the county superintendent. And though he has an ex
cellent system of teachers' reports showing the condition of every school in the 
county each month, yet he does not fail to visit the schools to learn the charac
ter of the work that is heing done, that he may kno~' ,vhat to do to in1prove the 
"'Ork. 

In 188-5 Superintendent Heath lost his wife who had been his companion 
for eight yea,rs. Recently he was married again to Miss Minnie Skinner, who 
"·as a successful and well knov.•n teacher in Poweshiek County, and ,vho, as his 
wife, ably encourage~ and assists him in the discharge of his official duties. 
Superintendent Heath unites with his virtues as an educator the graces of a 
Christian gentleman, and v.•herever he is known he is respected, appreciated 
and honored. 

OLE 0. ROE, 
-...rrERT~TESD~NT OF PCBLIC :-;c1rooL:-- ()lt' :--'L'OH.Y COL"NTY. 

The man ,vbo has been superintendent of public instruction in Story Uountv 
J'or tbe past se,·en years is a native of Norway. In that country he was born 
near 13ergen, June 4, 1864. ,vhen only six years of age he came with his parents 
to America and settled in Clinton County, Iowa, in 1862. He has lived in Iowa 
ever sin~. and in Story County since 1868. He obtained his elementary educa
tion in the con1mon schools of Clinton and Stor.y Counties. R e began teaching· 
his first lern1 of school in Story County May 1, 1871. In 1875-G he attended the 
Iowa Polytechnic School, a private institution then in operation at Des Moines, 
under the n1anagement of Prof. F. \V. Corliss. In 1877 he entered the Law De
pari1nent, of Sitnpson Centenary College, from which he graduatecl in June, 1878. 
Ile ,vas marriecl in 1879 to Miss Sarah Olson. 

In lb78 Ole 0, Hoe v.·as elected principal of the school at Story Oity in Story 
County and served in that capacity until he was elected County Superintendent 
in the fall of 1881. Ile has been renominated vrithout opposition and re-elected 
in 1883, in 1&,-3 and again in 1887. He is now serving the second year of his 
fourth term in ollice. IIis majority in his last election ,vas greater than that 
of any preceding election. Supt. Roe is perhaps one of tile most careful super
intendents in the discharge of bis official duties, \Yhether it be in making his 
ol1icial reports, or in examining teachers, or in supPrvising the schools, or in 
holding teachers instit11tes. l:Ie rides no hobby. but brings up in good order all 
departments of " ·ork belonging to the Superintendency. Ile is heartily supported 
by his teachers and the people of the county in bis educational movements. 
Ile is tboroughl) a"·ake to e\'ery move1nent tbat ,Yill advance the teachers and 
Rchools of Story CoHnty. 

Ile has bis norn1al institute well organized and graded; teache, s' associa
tion:,;. county and township, are regularly held, and the ,York of classification 
in the country schools is begun in that carefnl syste1na.tie way that insures suc
cess. 

Supt. Roe has a peculiar faculty of putting into efiect his educational plans, 
in a pleasant manner without noise or friction. 8upt. Itoe has for several years 
taken part in the \"\'Ork of the State Teachers Association. Ile is also a men1ber 
of the Ednrational Couuril. 

• 

• 
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RUFUS H. FROST. 
EX- SCPERINTEr-DENT OF CASS COU~TY. 

Rufus H. Frost was born in New Hanipsbire, Jnnunry 23, 1842 In his boyhood be at
tended the district schools of the community in which be lived, and in these schools acquired 
the rudiments of an education. During the war be served for a short time in the construc·
tion depat-tment of the Union army. Returning from bis ser""ice in the a1·my be entered 
Kimball rnton .Academy, Meriden, New Hampshire, where be graduated in lf:65. 

After teaching for some time in New Hampshire be came to lllinois, locating in L'barles
ton, where he taught school and studied law. Later be removed to Springfield, where be 
,vas for a time principal of a ward school. During bis residence in Springflelo be completed 
bis course in law in tbe office Qf Cullom & Zane. Upon leaving Springfield be located at 
Mendota, Illinois, but after a short residence there was compelled by failing bea.ltb to seek a 
different climate. In 1876 be removed to .Atlantic, Cass County, Iowa, where be was at once 
employed as principal of one of the schools of tbat city. He remainerl in that position for 
three years, until he was appointed by the Board of SuperMsors, June 5, l8i9, Superintend
ent of Public Instruction for Cass County, to fill a vacancy caused by tbe resignation of Mr. 

B. A. Dil:sbrow. 
He was elected by the people to this office four consecuti,·e terms, receiving at bis third 

term every vote in tbe county except one, wbicb was probably bis own. At the close of bis 
tourt,h term he declined to be a candidate for re-election, and retired from office Januarv l, 
!888, after eight and a half years service. 

Ae a county superintendent Mr. Frost has been conspicuously successful. From the 
ttrst be bas held high 1·0.nk among his associates iu the educational work of the State. 

W:ben the "Advisory Council" was created be was made a member, a position which be 
beld for about six years; he was likewise a member of the "Educational Council" from the 
creation of the organization until about two years ago. He served one term 1ta a member of 
the executive committee of the State Teachers' Association. His best work. bow~ver, bas. 
been done lo bis own county. Mr. Frost is possessed of two traits of character to a marked 
oegree. They are patience and persistence. When be entered upon his work as county su
perintendent, be first looked the ground over carefully and thoroughly. and having deter
mined ,vbat things most needed to be done set to himself the task of doing them-not all at 
once but just so much as could be carried forward without danger of l«pses that are apt to 
follow when one undertakes more than he can accomplish . 

.As a result of his work the schools improved steadily from tbe first. The people became 
!Dore interested, the teachers became more devoted, and the pupils became more deeply in 

earnest in their work . 
.Among the definite and tangible things which l\fr. Ft·ost bas done for the schools of Cass 

<iounty are the following: 1. He introduced a system of monthly reports. Each teacher makes 
a report to the county superintendent at the end of each month. These reports are kept on 
fllo in the office, and in the aggregate make a record ot' school work that is very valuable. 

2. Be bas worked steadily and persistently for the improvement of the teachers of the 
eounty. To unite the teachers, as well as to enlist them more heartily in their work, be or
ganized a county a'3sociatlon \Yhlch during his administration held montblY meetings during 

the school year. 
3. He corrected public sentiment In certain respects. 
It should be noted in this connection that lo all his etrorts t'or the 1mp1·ovement of the 

8cbo,,1s under bis charge, be bas commanded the respect and bas secured the assistance of 
both pati·oos and teachers, and be retired from otlice followed by tbe sincere rtlspect of all 
with whom be ba.d to do while in the public service. 

This sketch would be incomplete were it to close without the statement being made that 
all of this work: ba-. been done under the ndded burden of physical suffering. It is one 
tblog for a man wbo enjoys perfect health to do well tbe work thlLt devolves upon him. It 
is another an i a greater thing for him to do successfully bis work with oue band, wblle be 
makes an unceasing struggle agains t disease with tbe other. For years :Mr. Frost bas suf
fered intensely with asthma. It is hoped by bis frlonds that a period of rest from the ex
acting 11utles of the position which he has recently vacated may serve to reinvigorate btm, 
and flt blm for still further usefulness and still btgber success in the cause of education. 

• 
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IRA C. KLING, 
DEPUTY .._T.\TE HlIPERINTENDENT, DES )!OI~ES. 

1Ir. Kling was born in "\Valv,orth County, Wisconsin, J uly 4th, 1848. Ile 
began teaching before he ,vas seventeen years of age. He came to Cerro Gordo 
County, Io,,·a, in 1867, ancl engaged in teaching. He attended the Iov;a State 
1-.,.niversity for one year and tbe \Viscons1n State .:N'ormal School at \Vbite,vater 
Jor the same length of time. 

In 1875 while teaching in the Mason City High School, he v.as elected super
intendent of tbe schools of Cerro Gordo County. 

In April, 1877, he resigned the office to accept the posit,iou of deputy, under 
..,tate Superintendent , ron Coelln. He continued in this position for five ~·ears, 
Temaining a few months under Superintendent ...\.kers' adn1inistration. 

In 1882-3 he had charie of tbe schools of Sioux ltapids, l o\\·a, for a year 
..and a half, ,vben he engaged in managing a bank in tbat place. In 1885 he 
moved to Florida, where in 1886 he had charge ot' the public schools of the city 
of Bartow. After t,vo years sojourn in Florida he returned to Iowa, and in 
.Jan. 1888 be was recalled to his former position as deputy by State 8upe1inte11cl
ent Sabin. 

For this position in which he bas now had more than six years experience, 
he is eminently fitted. He discharges the duties of his position with efficiency 
and promptness. He bas the interests of our great public school system on 
his heart. No one now visits the rooms of the State Department of Education 
in the capitol at Des Moines without feeling that Dep11ty Superintendent Kling 
is tbe right man in the rigbt place. Much of the efficiency and success of tbe 
.Department depends on the efforts of the Devuty, and the school people of 
Jowa are well pleased with Deputy K l1ng's n1anner and v.·ork. 

1.\I i\R Y ALDA TA TE. 
SUPERCNTENDEN'l' OF PUllLCC RCUOOLS OF " '.ASIII~G-TO::N' COUNTY. 

The supervision of the schools of ,v asbington Cou'nty for the past year bas 
'been in the hands of the lady whose name heads this sketch. With the ex
-0eption of five years spent in Lake ( 'ity, Minnesota, Miss Tate has 
lived all ber life in \,Vasbington Couuty, tbe place of her birth. In 1883 1'1iss 
Tate graduated in the classical course of \Va~hington .A.cademy. at Washing
ton the capital of the County. This course in the 1\..cademy prepares students 
for the junior year iu our vvestern colleges. Miss Tate had the honor of being 
the salutatorian of her class which " 'as composed entirely of classical students. 

~1iss Tate bad six years experience as a teacher in the schools of Wash1ng
ton County lJefore her election to the office of County Superintendent in 1887. 
She began ber official duties Jan. 1st 1888, and is no,v serving the second year 
of her first term. In this short time she has done all that could l>e done to ad
vance the educational interest of the County. Sbe is doing much to raise tbe 
teachers' standard of qualification. Iler Normal I nstitute in 1888 was fruitful 
-0f good results, with such instructors as J. R. Bov.1man of Davenport, and .J .. J. 
1':lcConnell of Atlauti.c. 

Supt. Mary Tate is following the plan of holding County Teacl1ers' ~\ sso
-ciations for the purpose of a,vakening her teachers to greater professional en
thusiasm and. a better knowledge of their work. 



\VILLIA!\1 DENTON REEDY, 
SUPERIXTENDE~T OF TTIE PUBLIC)lCilOOLS OF TA)IA COUNTY. 

The subject of this sketch was born and educated in Io,,·a. Near Toledo, 
Tama County, he first sa,-v the light March 10, 185J. Ile has lived in Tama 
County all bis life. Ile attended the country and village schools of bis neigh
borhood. "'When he ,vas seventeen years of age~ bis father died. Determined 
to get an education, he was now obliged to earn money to defray his expens
es. By bard ,vork, and the loan of some money from friends, he was financi

ally enabled to attend the graded schools and 
academy at Grinell. Not being very strong 
physically, his heal th did1not ·endure the coufine
men t and toil of student life, and he was obliged 
to give up the idea of attending college. Mr. 
Reedy taught in the country schools, was engag
ed in a bank, then engaged in teaching again in 
\\'inters and farmed in summers, then entered 
a Real Estate office, ,vas for a time sub-treasurer 
of Tama County, from which business he retired 
to the farm, somewhat broken down in health . 
.t\.fter a time he became principal of the Chelsea 
schools in Tama County, and_ was twice re-elect
ed. In the spring of 188-5 he was tendered the 
principalship of the Dysart schools, but he decid
ed to accept the principalsh1p of the Shelton. 
Nebraska schools, at $1000 per year. But before 
entering upon the duties of the position, his 

friends persuaded bim to resign and accept tbe nomination for County Super
intendent of schools in Tama County. He entered the race for the nomina
tion ,vith several able competitors· He ,was nominated and elected, and after 
two years of service to the schools of the county he was re-elected for a second 
term in 1887, ,vith a majority eight times greater than that by which he was 
first elected.· His three years' service 1n supervising the public school ,vork of 
Tama County have been years of faithful work, of devotion to official duties, 
of efficient and persistent effort to better the common schools. Ile has done 
much in the ,vay of establishing a uniform graded course of study, and a sys
tem of classification in the country schools of the county. Already a large 
nun1ber of pupils have con1pleted such a course and received the common school 
diploma. 

Supt. Reedy uses every means " ·ithin his po,ver to advance the grade of 
his teachers and raise the standard of the schools. During tbe year 1887-S 
there were 100 of his teachers pursuing the State Reading Circle course. 
County and township teachers' meetings a,re held which are well attended, and 
they are made of great profit to the teachers. llis institutes rank ,vith the 
best in the State. They are likewise well attended, the enrollment reaching 

aR high as 364. 
In connection with his official duties Supt. R,eecly edits and publishes the 

"Tama County Teacher:' which he uses as a means of a,vakeuing and elevat
ing the public and professional educational sentiment of the county. 

Though not able to obtain a college education himself he is a strong advo
cate of a thorough elementary and higher education. .For several years he 
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has maintained habits of study while engaged in educational and other work, 
and is now as proficient as many who have enjoyed greater collegiate ad
vantages. 

Supt. Rt:edy is a thorough cbristian man, upright in all his ,vays, ancl de
voted to whatever is right in office, in education, in life. 

RICHARD C. BARRETT, 
-..l'PERI~TE~DE~T 01•' THE PUBLIC R<.:HOOLS OF )IITCJIELL COUNTY. 

I{. C. Barrett was born at \-Vaverly, Iowa, October 1st, 1858. IIe lived at 
the place of his birth until he "'as twelve years of age, when be moved with 
his parents to a farm seven miles from Waverly. He attended the dis~rict 
school till he was eighteeu and then in 1880 entered Decorah Institute, at Deco
rah, Io"'a, an institution under the management of J. C. B1ickenridge a well 
known Iowa educator. 

He taught bis first school in 1878, in La Fayette Township, Bremer County, 
in the same.district in which the w1iter--editor of 
the NOR)[AL MONTHLY-bad previously taught 
his second term of school. During the winter 
of 1880-81 be taught in Winneshiek County and 
resumed bis studies in the spring of 1881. In the 
fall of that year be was elected principal of the 
Frankville schools, Winneshiek County. 

In 1882 he became an instructor in Decorah 
Institute, where he served for some time. While 
teaching in the Howard County Normal Institute 
at Cresco in the sp1ing of 1888, be v.ras elected 
principal of the Riceville schools, Mitchell County. 
He occupied this position when elected County - • · ... 

' ··:. _ .. :::;,,.. , 'Superintendent in 18&5. Both political parties 
-_,_: .. ·,_-.... kindly tendered him the nomination, and this 

act was generously repeated in 1~87. He has had the hearty endorsement of 
the people in his official work. 

Superintendeut Barrett by faithful and efficient effort is steadily advanc
ing the schools of IYiitchell County. Ile has the Normal Institute ,vell organized 
and graded with a four years course. 'fbe atteudance at the Normal Institute 
has increased eacll year under Superintea<lent Barrett's superintendence. The 
country schools have been well classified and organized with a definite line of 
" 'ork to pursue. Teachers ' acsociations are frequently held, and they are well 
attended. A Teachers' Library Association bas been organized, the object 
of which is to supply its members with choice books and readioe- matter. 

Superintendent Barrett is an active participant in all the district and State 
educational associations. In 1887 be was rhairman of the executive committee 
of tbe Northern Iowa County SuperintendQnt's and 'l'eachers· ... \..ssociation, and 
in 1888 was elected president of tbat organization to succeed J. S. Shoup of 
\Vooclbury County. 

In December 1888 be "\\' as secretary of the County Superintendent's and 
:Xormal Department of the State Teachers' .i.\..ssociation. 

But little past thirty years of age, he is now serving his fourth year in the 
county superintendency, \Yith a success that merits many re-elections to the 
office. 
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SUPERINTE~DEN'l' OF TTTE 1,unL[C SCBOOLf- OF ITARDIN C'OCX'l'Y. 

Superintendent .J. C. lladley was horn in Clinton County, Ohio, and hi~ 
early life ,vas spe11t on his father's farm1 al>out fifty miles fro1n Cincinnati. llis 
elementary education was obtaiued t'rom the country schools of Clinton county. 
When be reached the age of fifteen hP. entered the Southwestern Normal School 
at Lebanon, Obio, ·which ,vas under the charge of Dr. llolbrook. Ile remained 
there l>ut a short time, and later, in the fall of 1874, he entered Wilm:ngton 

Qollege, Ohio. Ile puTsuecl the 
classic~l course. and graduated in 
1880 receiving the degree of .A. n. 
During the pursuit of bis college 
course he spe11t one year in teaching 
to replenish his fina,nces. That year 
,,vas spent in teaching in Wayne 
County, Indiana. 
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Mr. Hadley spent the year 1880-1 
in tlle pul>lic school ,vork, and in the 
f4ll uf 1881 became an instructor in 
the college from which he graduated. 
...~ter one year's experience iu college 
work ~!r. Iladley came to Iowa in 
the fa 11 of 188;., and took charge of 
.New Providence Academy, llardin 
county. which was a school at tbat 
tilue Yery nruch run down, an<l did 
not appear to be in a promising con
clition. 1'1r. Hadley took hold of the 
work with an energy and deter1nina-... 
tion that brought success, and in 
foux years time tlle facilities and ac-

commodations of the Achoo! ,vere increased and likewise the attendance. The 
academy is now in a prosperous condition, and is doing much to·ward preparing 
teachers for Ilardin and neighboring counties. 

In the spring of 1886 a vacancy occnrred in tbe county superintendey in 
Ilardio count . and J.C. IIadley, principal of New Provldence .. A.ca<lemy. was 
appointed to fill the var3ncy . At tbe fo1l0wing fall election he ,vas elected to 
fill the unexpired term. In the fall of 1887 he " 'as re-tllected for a second tor111. 
Ile had had seven years· experience in the school ,vork l.)efore entering the office 
of county superintendent. Ilis work at the bead of Ne,v Providence .Academy 
gave hiru a ,vide acquaintance with the scbools aud teachers of !Jardin count). 
For three years no,v be has laborad faithfully for tbe common schools under his 
supp1•vis1on. 1'he work has been improved. The grade of the ienchers has beeu 
s teadily raised. The best instructors obtainable have l>een engn,ged to teacll in 
his normal institute each year, ancl the tnstitute bas been n1cHle a success. 
County and tov.'nship teachers associations have been organized to aitl the 
country teachet. Ile has also v.•orked along the line of establishing gi·eater sys
tem in the ,York of the country schools. .A. course of study, a plan of classifica
tion, and a system of reports, has materially adYanced the work. 

-1 
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'l'he normal institute ,vork follows a four years graded course, aud when 
teachers finish the course they are granted institute diplomas. A class of nine 
graduated at the institute of 1888. 
' 

Tlie people have learned that in Superintendent Hadley the public schools 
of llai dir) county have a faithful and an efficient friend . and a zealous worker 
in tlleir behalf. 

CHARLES E. l\IOORE, 
:-.UPERIXTENDENT 01-' T IIE PlTBLIC SCIIOOLS OF GREE"N" L•: ( 'Ol'NT'I. 

Superintendent C. E. Moore ,vas b()rn in Summersville. Cass County, 
11ichigan, September 25Lh, 18-53. I-Iis parents ,vere uatives of Pennsylvania, 
but of Euglisb descent. The political complexion of the Moore family bas been 
'\rhig and Republic3.n ,..,ithout variation. When he was five J ears old bis par
ents moted from to"'Jl and settled on a farm where he u, ed until 18&5. In 
that year the family ca1ne to Iowa and settled on a farru near \-Vaterloo, Black

< 

'·- . - .... . .. . .... 

I-Iav.1k County. Here C. E. Moor~ lived for fifteen 
years. Ife passed through ,i 11 the exre1 iences of 
the average farmer boy, and became sc:hooled to the 
toil and hard ~·ork incident to farm life , performing 
a man 's work from the time ne ,Yas thirteen years 
of age. 

Du1ing the " ' inter seasons he had the pri viJege 
of attending the district school. During the winter 
months of 1874-5 be attended the ,vest \-Vaterloo 
I-figb School which was under the supervision of C. 
1V. ,~on Coelln, who after,¥ards became State Supt. 

In t,,farch 1875 he \Yas examined by ... \.lfred 
Townsend, superintendent of schools in Black 
IIawk County, and obtaiued his fin t teacher's cer
tificate. .After teaching fo1u· terms of school he en

tered Prairie Ilome Seminary at Waterloo, a school presided over by Miss 
Anna Fields. Ilere he pursued his studies " 'ith diligence for t~·o years and a 
half. He returned again to tea, bing, and after two term 's ,vork entered the 
Iowa 8tate N orma.l School in the spring of lf-178, and after t"10 years of study, 
graduated in the spring of 1880. Since that time A1r. ~1oore bas l.JePn constant
ly engaged in public school work, teaching in the schools of Illack-Bawk, 
Tama, Marshall, Bremer, Shelby and Greene counties. In 1~83 '"hile teaching 
in Tripoli, Bremer County, he \Vas married to ~Iiss .. 1 urelia E. Collada.y, a 
<laughter of Ex-Senator Colladay of Wisconsin . In September of that year be 
took charge of tbe Grand Junction schools. Ile retained the principalship of 
the scliools of Grand Junction until his election to the county superintendency 
of Greene County, upon the duties of which office he entered Jan. 1st, 1888. 

" Supt>rintenclent iroore brought into the of-lice of County Superintendent, 
ten year's varied experience in the public school worlt. Ilis five year·s work in 
G-reene Connty gave hiln kno\\•ledge of etlncaUonal affairs in that Conn Ly. I-Iis 
first year in the office has ueen fruitful of good results. Ile enters tl.Je ,vork 
,vith a zeal to better the schools of the County. IIe endeaYors to raise the pro
fessional standard of his teachers by means of a goocl Normal Institnte and 
enthusiastic associations. 
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J. L. BUECHELE, 
RUPERIN'fENDENT OF THE PUJ3LIC SCHOOL~ OF 11L.\Cl(ILl. ,,;K COUNTY. 

Jacob Leonard Buechele was born in the city of New York, .. February 9, 
18-54. During his first three years of life he liYed in the city of New York, in 
Philadelphia, and near Harrisburg, Pa. In the spring of 18-57 his parents came 
to Blackhawk county, Iowa, and there his home has been eYer sincf'. Ile ob
tained his common school training in the country schools of Blackhawk county. 
In 1873 he entered the preparatory department of Corpell College, 1:,1:t. ,~ernon, 
Iowa. After attending two terms be was obliged to discontinue his studies for 

some time in order to earn money to 
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defray expenses. Ile was obliged to 
••paddle his o,vn canoe'' in getting 
money to pay bis way in college. 

A.bout this time occurred an 
event which ,vould have discouraged 
many a one from ever trying to meet 
the expenses of obtaining a college 
education . Some time before. be had 
persuaded his father to sign the bond 
of the distlict treasurer of the Fox 
to"\\1nship school district. Ile could 
not sign the bond himself as he was 
not a land owner, and he promised 

. tbat if any loss occurred he vi.-ould 
make up toe deficiency. But he " 'as 
a victim of misplaced confidence. In 
187-5 it was discovered the treasurer 
was a defaulter to a considerable 
amount, and true to his promise Mr . 
Buechele must now earn n1oner to 
make up this defalcation. He was ,,:.,:'df~);_;. <j{fJilf{!=-:~./7;-::_:;~:;_~ '.: / 

obliged to give up bis cherished drt'am of attending college till his promise ,vas 
fulfilled. 

Possessed of great patience and persistence be did not give up in discour
agement, and in tbe fall of 1882 he was enabled to again return to college, and 
was admitted to the .l!...,reshman class. 

He was three times honored in his own township with election to the as-
sessorshio, and in 1880 be was census enumerator for the to"rnship. 

\\Then be returned to Cornell College in 1882 he bad bad five years expe 
rience as a teacher in the country and village schools of Blackhawk county. 
Ile remained in college until December, 188-3, when be left to a1~·ange for enter
ing upon the official duties of County Sdperintendent of Blackhawk county, to 
,vhich position be bad been nominated and elected v.·hile he was aVi•ay at sehool. 

In June, 1886, he returned to Cornell College to receive the degree of Ph. Jt 
and a diploma from the normal course, both of ,vhich courses he bad pur:--ued 
and completed. 

Mr. Buecbele's last three years at college were years of bard and continu-
ous study, for he pursuPd his studies in vacation as v.·ell as in term time, in or
der to complete bis course the sooner. 

On January 1, 188H, he eutered upon the duties of his office ,vitb a determina-
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tion to do all ,vithin his power for the advancment of the common schools of 
Blackha,Yk county. Though be attempted no radi.cal changes he at once set 
:about in a quiet vray to effect some much needed improvement. 

In 1887 his work was heartily endorsed by the people in giYing him a re
election to the office for a second term. 

Superintendent Buechele is earnest in his endeavors to help his teachers; he 
is faithful in the discharge of his official duties, thoroughly honest in all his 
business and educational methods. 

On June 28, 1888, he ,Yas married to 1Yliss Carrie S. Bodell, ·wbo had been a 
teacher for several years in the schools of .East Waterloo. She no'IY affords him 
a cheerful support in all his endeavors. 

vV. A. 1\tlcINTIRE, 
:--ePERJNTEXDEXT OF TTIE :--CilOOLS OF \Y .\PELLO COCXTY. 

Perhaps the greatest obstacles in the way of a n1ore thorough and efficient 
supervision of the common schools of a county, is the frequent change in tLe 
office of county superintendent. Wapello county presents a fair example of 
what may be accomplished where the county supe1intendeut is given a long 
tenure of office. 

W. A. 1Y1cintire is now aerviug his twelfth year as superintendent of 
schools in Wapello County. Re was born and educated in Iowa. His birthday 
\vas Ap1il 11, 1849. Ilis borne bas always been in Wapello county. IIis early 
life was that of a farmer boy on his father's farm neru: Ottumwa. 

When he first attended the cou11try school it was in a log school house, for 
t.here were several hundred such in Iowa when he was a lad. Later the old 
log school house was supplanted by a very convenient frame building. 

Superintendent McIntire was etlucated at Iowa ~\.gricultural College at 
.A.mes. While yet a student, he began teaching in 1870. He ,vas engaged in 
teaching altogether five years before bis election to the office he now holds, in 
1877. After serving two years as superintendent he was defeated for a second 
term, but in 1879 he \Vas re-elected, and he has been re-elected at the expira
tion of each term since. Ile is now one of the three oldest county superin
tendents serving in Iov;,a. It is gratifying to note that in all his elections Su
pe1intenden t McIntire has had the unanimous and hearty support of the teach
ers of the county. 

Superintendent McIntire believes that good normal institutes v.1ill do much 
tov.1ard making an efficient corps of teachers. ln 1881 he adopted a cotu·se of 
study for the institute in Wapello County. The institute is nov., following a 
graded course. The best of instructors are engaged for institute service, and 
under the general direction of the county superintendent thorough work is 
<lone. 

In 1884 he introduced into the co11ntry schools a graded course of study and 
system of classification. Re has been very successful in the operation of this 
plan. His teachers manifest a willingness to carrv out 1lis plans. The pupils 
in the county schools are examined each month,• the questions being furnished 
by Superintendent McIntire. Ile himself examines candidates for completing 
tbe common school course. 

Ile is agreeable in manner and conversation, and effects his plans without 
.noise or friction. 



FRANK J. SESSIONS, 
~UPERINTENDENT OF THE P1IBL1C ~CTIOOLS OF LINN COUNTY. 

In Jones County, Iowa, in 1853 was born the present supe1intendent of 
public instruction in Linn County. Ile "'as educated at Cornell College, Mt. 
-Vernon, to which place his parents n10Yed wllile Frank J. \Vas yet a boy. At 
intervals wbile attending college, he .enjoyed some experience in teaching 
country school. Ile completed the normal course for teachers at Cornell Col
lege, \Vhile pursuing regular Collegiate work. Some time in 1876 Mr. Sessions 
left college and embarked in the newspaper business, which be follov.•ed for 
three years. At this time his father was in the mercantile business at Mount 
, rernon, and being in fail ing health, Frank J. left journalism and engaged 
with his father in business until the fall of 1883, when he entered the educa
tional work for which he is eminently fitted, and in which be has proved a prac
tical success. .fle became p1 incipal of the Mt. ,r ernon graded schools, and 
after one year's service in that position, be v.•as chosen principal of the Spring
ville schoolH in the same county. II ere in a short time he did much in the way 
of establishing organization and system in the schools under his charge. In 
1885, ·when the people of Linn county elected Mr. Sessions to the county st1pPr
intendency, they did the best possible thing for the common schools and teach
ers of Linn county. Superintendent Sessions vvas electecl to the oflice in 1887 
without opposition from any source. He is no,v in tbe third year of bis super-
i ntendeney. 

He has aroused a general interest in. and given a general ilnpulse to the 
common ~chool work in Linn county that it has never before known. He 
makes a specialty of ba\ing good normal institutes and county and township 
associations for his teachers. Ile is introducing a course of study ,vith classi
fication in the co\u1try schools with a good degree of success . 

• Superintendent Ressions, since engaging in the educational work, bas been 
an active member of the State Teachers' Association. In 1887 be was president 
of the county supe1intendents' department of the association, and before the 
general association in that year be read an able an notaole paper on " .. \.ir Lined 
1ioutes to an Education." 

ASA O. STANGER, 
SUPERINTENDE~T OJ•' PUBLIC f;CilOOLS OF Dl~LA \Y .\ RE COUNTY. 

Superintendent Stanger was born and educated in Delaware county. !Tis 
birthday ,vas February 28, 18-59. After attending the public schools be entered 
Lenox College at Hopkinton, from which institution be graduated. 

IIe has ·ueen engaged in school altogether ten years, all of the time in Dela
ware county. This experience gave him not only a knowledge of the schools of 
the county, l>ut at tbe·same time fitted him for the ofllce he now holds. Ile was 
principal of the public schools at Hopkinton, ,vhen be was elected county su
perintenclen tin 1887. Ile has been in office a little more than a year. but long 
enough to prove bis efficiency as a county superintendent. Ile is faithful and 
zealous in the discharge of bis official clutles. and in his efforts to promote good 
\YOrk in the common schools of the county. 

I 
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1YIANOAH H EDGE, 
SGPERINTENDE~T OF TilE PUBLIC SCilOOLS OF "\IAilA};K.A COUNTY. 

t,f. Hedge, the present County Superintendent of 1'l abaska County, was 
born in Coshocton U11nnty, Ohio, June 22, 184:6. Tbe time that could bes-pared 
from the farm was Rpeut in tbe district school. Came to Iowa with his fath
er·s family in 1865, locating at Eddyville, lo\vct, v,rhere he attended the Eddy
ville high school for a year. He taught his first term of school in ,vapello 

• -.. ..... 
~ 

..... '\"#; ..... ,, · .. ,, i-, . 

County, in 1866, in a log cabin in the 
timber, with puncheon floor and 
seated in the old fashioned way. 
The enrollment of seventy-six pupils 
who gathered in from their farm 
hcnnes in the timber, pretty thor
oughly taxed his untried po~rers as a 
teacher. lt ,vas found to be con
genial \York, however, and has oc
cupied most of his years since that 
tin1e. Three years later he attended 
Oskaloosa college for a part of t,vo 
years. Close application to study 
somewllat impaired his bealtb and 
he ,vas compelled to lay lJooks aside 
and seek out-door " 'Ork for a season, 

~~ / but continued stud vi ng and teaching 
\, ' as opportunity offered. In 1877 be 

'·, 
... ,. was married to Miss Laura Skaggs. 

'~ '- of Chilicotbe, 110., a lad_y ,vhose 
pure devolion and good judgment bas contributed largely to bis usefulness and 
success in life. 

In 18i9 :\1r. Hedge was chosen principal of the Beacon Schools, Mahaska 
County, after hating served one year in the grammar department. Here he 
remained t\vo years, and he always refers to these-years ~ among the most en
joyable of his life, because of the new field of usefulness ,vl1'i.eh they opened to 
him. 

He left Beacon to accept the principalship ot' the Prairie City schools in 
Jasper County. I Iere he prepared the first course of studyfot· the Prairie City 
schools. lie took an active part in all ed ucatiorral n1e~tings of the county. 
After t,vo years of service in Prairie City he was 'in-vieecl by-the school board of 
Oskaloosa to take charge of the Fourth \Varel Schools in that city. He accepted 
the position, ,vbich be retained tor t\\'O years. 

In 188-5 11r. lledgf' ,vas nominated and elected County Superintendent of 
Mahaska county: and in 188i be ~vas re-elected to that officP. ~lah~ska is one 
of the old counties of the State, and has long bad a " 'ide reputation for tbe ex
cellent character ot its public schools and the progressive Spirit and esprit de 
co,·JJs of its teachers. Supt. Hedge is eminently fitted to supei-intend tre 
school system in such a county. Under bis supervis ion the ,vork has even been 
improved, especially in the country schools. 1\ unifor111 course of study and a 
classification system, \Yith register, bas been adopLed and placed in the schools. 
Pupils "·bo graduate from the common school course are adn1itted into the city 
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graded schools ,Yithout examination. Supt. Iledge is a firm believer in the 
lo'\'\ra Teachers' Reading Circle, and has a large number of bis teachers pursu
ing the course. His normal institute follows a graded course of study and he 
employs only first-class instructors. 

With bis teachers he is kind. genial, and pleasant. In him tbey feel that 
they have a f1iend and counsellor, and their earnest support is given to his ed-
ucational plans and methods. 

LOTTIE ESTELLE GRANGER, 
:--Ul>J£RIN'l'ENDENT OF TilE P1:13LlC RCIIOOLR OF P,\.UE COU:N'TY. 

For the second time in the history of the Iowa State Teachers· Association 
has a lady been elected to the presidency. The first lady president " 'as Miss 
P. W. Sudlow of Davenport, who presided in 1877; the second, the president
elect who will preside at the meeting of 1889, is County Supe1intendent Lottie 
E. Granger, of Clarinda, .Page county. 

Miss Gran~er was born and educated in Ohio. The seventh child 1n a fam
ily of eight children, she first saw 
the light on ber grandfather's farm 
near Granville, O., January ~. 
1888. While she was yet a baby her 
father ren1oved to a town in a re
mote part of the county of her 
birth, where he engaged in the 
hotel business. She developed 
into a, wide-awake, active, frolic
some child, and at the tender age 
of four she was started off to 

,1iJ,1 ;.,, .. ~ .- _,;~ .. :t~ school, probably that she might 
, .. _..,,=..----~-~ '1 not be in the way of folks at home. 

"'~ -- Th b . ht 1 t· b' ld d 
::·:-.= ·-iE-;· ,, : ._ • · • ~:J\,.; · . ~(,~.~,'.' . ~ rig anc ac 1 :e c 1 m.a e 
.::~-;,_,- ~,I i 1!

0
,h.,., •~ •:·1 "· ,; ,;Tfic. rapid advancemeut 1n school, and 

•• ·=::♦~ • ~ I •J1,-r.( ·1 ·" ----~""" ~\ ., .,, , :tff> 
- ,,, y,P,/1 

1
,, 6: .i "01;,,,•~;•111 ( 1~.\;i:::::i-11 ~ ,, .; i when, at the age of seven, the ' , , i°' , , ii, ·z .,,. - 1• f!.I!~ , '~ '-'-·"· ,, • ' ti . ;l{ ",l1/i/1:/' 111 ·(!1'· '•:(.f,, /i1.~1~ 11;1)1;, ~::l{,:\: · it:?·" r.,' fan1ily removed to the country, 
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1
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1 
,,, ::n- ,r1· ~-,, she ,v1th hero cler sister were tlle 

fl I 111 ,., ~ Ql;l!ll~l 1\I'<"'" •tll ! I 11 -y.-..,:, ~ • • 

,,1,.,::·1· '. tj1 ' 'I ,,,1 w• ',,,,,,',1•~1//11)·, ,,. ' f th . t . t ?'''' f1
1
:::, •,, .: • .-,~;'. , .. , ,, ! , 1f,1' :u11 ;. ,, , because o en· a ta1nmen s. 

,~ .,.,,•,~· .. ~ ..•. ,.~"W •J•• ''!'I <: • ?'"'"'. , · ,,:> \'. ~s;;,.,rr.,,,,/ii illi:
1
/'.:.,, ,~•'. --~-,, Fron_1 seven to sixteen her borne 

'~•· .I;. ~J:,, '\ \_ •,: ... '.,_,.,. wasinthecountry. Sheregnlarly 
, attended the district school, mak-

ing such rapid progresH as the limited advantages of the school would allow, 
and carrying off all the prizes, for she was never second in auy of ber classes. 
She loved the freedom of the country, ,vith its pure air, its forest ancl meadow, 
its long lanes and winding stream , its long summertime rich with song of birds 
and blooming flowers. To all these ::;be ,vas a friend. Midst such surround
ings she romped ancl cli1n1Jed ancl explored, a typical rural n1aid, and gre,\>' into 

1>crfect, henltbfnl womanhood. 
,v11en she bad rounded her sixteenth uirthclay, she, pron1ptecl by an a111bi-

• 

-
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tion to do something for herself and be independent, decided to try teaching. 
With a recommendation from her teacher she appeared before the county board 
of examiners at Newark for examination, and secured a certificate. Soon after 
she was teaching her first school in the Yicinity of her early childhood, near 
Johnstown, Ohio. For one dollar per day she taught this school of seventy-fiye 
pupils for a term of three mouths, aud after paying her board had $42 left fron1 
the proceeds, the first money she ever earned for herself. The following winter 
she spent at home and attended the ctistrict school, and for the two successiYe 
summers taught a term of three months. 

Miss Lottie Granger was now in her njneteenth year. For some time it 
had been her fondest dream, her heart's greatest desire to obtain a liberal edu
cation. But how to realize her dream was the problen1 "\\1hich she herself must 
solve, for ber father with bis Jarge family and reverses of fortune, was unable 
to assist her. 

Granville. near her birthplace. is a to"'n of schools and colleges. She 
longed to enter " 'ithin the walls of the college building as a student, but the 
stern band of circmustances seemed to closE' the doors against her. However, 
in the fall of 1876, she on her o~·n responsibility, made arra.ngements with the 
president of Shepardson College, then a '·Young Ladies' Institute,·' to enter as 
a student for one term. She anticipated teaching in the following " 'inter to 
earn money with which to pay her expenses. Fortune favors the brave. She 
proved a bright and faithful student, and when the term had closed, the presi
dent of the institution called her into his study one day to propose to her a plan 
whereby she might ue enabled to remain in school to pursue and complete a 
course of study. 1Ie arranged for her to borrow money to meet her necessary 
expenses, and offered to let her work for her board, taking her note for tbe bal
ance due, to be paid after she had finished her course and had an opportunity 
to earn money. This plan was followed out, and to Dr. Shepardson, who thus 
aided her, she owes a debt of gratitude which words could feebly express. It 
,vas indeed fortunate for her t hat she met with Dr. Shepardson at that impor
tant period in her career. For such men there is a re"1artl greater than this 
,vorld can offer. 

On completing her work at Granville she boatded a raihvay train westward 
bound, and landed in J(ansas, where near the to,vn of Shawnee in ''Little 
Blue School." she entered upon the work, where she taught for six months 
du1ing the fall and winter of 1880-1. In the spring of 1881 Miss Granger came 
to Iowa, and in the following September began ,vork as a teacher in the public 
schools of Shenandoah , Page county. Here she re:11ained about five years, re
signing her position on the 1st of January, 1886, to assume the official duties of 
County Supe1intendent, to which she had been nominated and elected the fall 
preYious. In 1887 Superintendent Lottie Granger ~'as re-elected for a second 
term. She bas proved to be in this capacity, what she was as a student and 
teacher, thorough, faitbful, successful. She ranks with tbe most efficient 
cotmty supe1intendents in Iov.ra, and the cause of the co111mon schools and 
teachers under her supervision bas been promoted and the " 'Ork quickened. 
She haH taken an active interest in Comity Superiutendents ' ConYentions and 
in the State Teachers' ~-\..ssociation, and of the latter she was unanimously 
elected president at the Des .Moines ,meeting, December, 1888. To her the 
honor ca111 eunexpectedly and unsought. She will preside at the annual meeting 
in December, 188!>. 
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W. E. PARKER, 
SUPERlXTENDEN'l' Oli' PUBLIC 8CIIOOLS, BUCfL\NAN ('OUNTY. 

W. E. Parker of .lJucbanan County is second only to N. W. Boyes of 
Dubuque County in his number of year's $ervice in the county superinten
dency. Be entered upon the duties bf this office in January 1876, and is now 
serving his fourteenth year. 'Fbongh second in length of official career, he is 
secon·c1 to none in bis activity and efficiency as a County :-;uperintendent. fJe ~ 
has accon1plislled a great ~·ork for the common schools and teachers under his 
supervision. Ilis Normal Institutes, Teachers' Associations and school Offi-
cers' Conventions have elevateu the pnblc educational thought of the ,vbole 
County. In no other county in the State is better or more systematic " 'Ork l>e-
ing llone in the country schools . 

Re is a very bard \vor1u•r,' and is faithful and devoted to his official <lnties 
and the cause of education. 

NANNIE TORRANCE, 
:--PP-ERfNTENDJ£:-fT OF T UE PUHLTC flCHOOLl'-i OF h'.EOh'.1:K l'OUNT~. 

Supt. Nannie Torrance, the first lady ever elected Superintendent of l{eo-
kuk County, is a fair exam 1 ,lP (}f "!l: ·1.t rnay be termed '·a selt-111ade " 'oman." 

~r.· •'•'.• ... 
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Possessed of patience, plt.ck and l)er-
sistence. she has acquired a liberal 
education and is winning well mer
ited success in tbe educational " rork. 
~he is an Iowan by l>irth, born in 
Freemont. llahaska Cou11ty, April 
2-5, 1$5fi , and since her first year of 
age her bome bas been at :,:;igourney. 
J(eokuk County. 

,,vhile yet in her infancy her fath
er enlisted in the defense of bis 
country in the ciYil '\\7 ar, and was 
killed in the battle of Sbilob. Tbus 
she has no recollection of her father, 
ahd never knevv the protecting care 
ahd tuardianship that ·he \voulcl 
bave affo1'ded her bad he been 
spa1'ed. Tl1e mother and ftye child~ 
ren, of " 'horn Nannie ,vas the young
est, \Vere left;in poor circumstances, 
to strhggle . for tliemselves as best 
,ney coi,Jcl. ' 

•• 1l •1t, ··/111. • • , ,, I I I .· ,•1' .r: .. ~f ·. • .,, I ! II _.II·! r O 

.. ,.· .. ,; ,r 'c ' • I I .• ; j t ~. • I ( I .. • ' 1. Supt. N anuie Torrance was edu-
cated in tbe public schools of Sigourney, graduating from the High t:,chool in 
her sixteenth year. She at once began teach'ing in the cbuntry schools of l{eo
kuk County, an<l continued teaching until ber election to th'e County Superin-

tendency in the fall of 188-J . 
The last three years of her teaching, preceding her election to office, was 

in the Springfield school. During her ser,tice there her salary " 'as raised each 



IO"' A NORMAL :;)!ONTIIL Y. 417 

succeeding term. 1Ier scbool sent to the \Vorld 1s :Fair at New Orleans in the 
"'inter of 1884-,5, the only exhibit of school "'ork from Keukuk County. 

1rhe county superintendency came to ~I iss Torrance unsought. Sbe was 
first nominated ,vithout her consent and wtthout her knowledge. Her ten year's 
successful ,rork in the schools of the County was well known, and though nomi
nated on.the Republican ticket in a county casting a Democratic vote of some 
200 or 300 majority, sbe \Yas elected by a majority of 21:J votes. So well dicl she 
rerform the duties of the office that in her election to a second term she re
ceived 285 1uajority. The pepple of l{eokuk County are evidently satisfied 
that she is improYing the schools and advancing the teachers of the County. 

\Ve may here 1nake some mention of the work that Supt. 1'orrance is ac
-com1)lisbing in l(eokuk County. In order to have a means of communication 
bet,veen herself, her school officers aucl teachers, and furtht>r to arouse a 
greater public intert>st in the schools, she pulJJisbes a County School Journal ,
··The School '\risitor"- ,vhicb is taken by all the teachers of the County and is 
sent free to all the school officers of th~ County. ln addition to this she con
tlucts an educational column in the "Sigourney News" each v,,eek. 

Miss Torrance has been very successful in establishing a uniform course of 
~tudy antl classification in the country schools of Keokuk County. She places 
in the bands of each teacher a manual of course of study with outlines of 
work for each month in the country schools, and sends monthly from the office 
examination questions based on this course, and requires the papers from the 
pupils sent to her t'1i'ice during the year. The teachers are furnished with 
.1,lonthly Rflport Cards which are used to report to the parents. The teachers 
are required to make monthly reports to the C'ounty Superintendent. 

In 1888 there were thirty graduates from the common school course. Supt. 
Torrance visited each school that bad students to graduate and conducted the 
examination herself. Sbe remained at each place for the graduating exercises 
,vhicb ,vere largely attended, and look adYantage of the opportunity to explain 
to the patrons the objects, aims and advantages of the graded course of study. 
This has a,vakened great interest in the v.rork over the County. 

The plans of Supt. Torrance in her v.·ork are seconded and earnestly sup
ported by as wide awake and progressive class of country teachers as there is 
in any county in Iowa. The county monthly e<;lucational meetings are \Yell 
attended and an enthusiastic interest is always manifested. 

Supt. Torrance makes it a point to have good nonnal institutes for her 
teachers each year. She engages f9r conductors such ed ocators as H. II. Seer
ly, R. G. Saunderson and l). S. W;:ight. 

Keokuk County during the year 1888 was foremost in the State as to the 
nun1ber of teachers ptu·suing the.State Reading Circle v.'ork. 

Superintendent To1Tance take$ an actiYe interest in educational associa
tions. She attended the national meetings at Madison, Saratoga and Chicago; 
Yisited tl1e exposition at Ne'1r Orleans in 1884. In our State associations she 
has been a member ot' the educatioual council for three years; has been secre
tary of the county superintendents departn1eot, and in 1887 was elected a mein
ber of tbe State Reading Circle Board for three years. 

Deprived by financial circumstances of the privilege of attending college 
she, nevertlleless. has been a student as well as an educator. She bas gained 
considerable proficiency in Latin .and German, and bas completed tlie four 
years' C'hantauqua coru·se, graduating in Chautauqua in the summer of 188, 

This sketch ,vould be incomplete ~rithout a reference to the earnest Chris
tian character of tlle woman, and the active part she takes in the Sabbath 
'iChool, church and temperance "'ork of Keokuk county. 
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J. s. SHOlTP, 
E:X-:-T'PEHl~TEXDJ<~N'f Of' SCIIOOL~ OF ,rooI>ntrRY cot·~ lY . 

. J. S. Shoup was born at .Freeport, Pa.,~Feb. ~8, 1841. Ile was educated at 
,.\.bbingtou, Illinois, where he graduated in 1S.5H.r·Jre :serve1l a:,; a soldier in;tbe 
Union army during the civil war. _Jn 1870 he came to Io\\·a nn1l " ·as electe<l;a-.
sistant principal of the Council Iilutrs IIigh SC'hool. ... ~fter three yrars suc
cessful service he1·e be went to .NehrasKa and engaged in scliool work for two 
years; tbeu returned to Onawa, Iowa, where he remained one year. Ile then 
became principal at Smithland, and later at Danbury, in \Voodbury County. 
While principal at Danbury he was in the fall of 188:{ electt>d County Ruperin
tendent of "\Voodbury County. He was re-elected to the office in 188.:5. Ilis ca
reer as County Superintendent extended from .Tanuary, 1&~4. to 1888. Ile "·a:-
cluring this tinJe one of lbe most active and influential ,vorkers among the 
County Supc•rintendents of Iowa. Ile "·as president for three years of the 
Xorthern Iowa Principals' and County Superintendents' Association, which 
includes about 40 Northern Io,va counties. He has also held pro111i11ent posi
tions in the Staie 1~eachers' -'~ssociation, and in the Edurational Council. IIe 
is an able writer on educational to)lics, ahvays stating his thoughts ·with force, 
clearness, and elegance of diction. Ile is thoroughly acquainted ,vith our Io,.,.a 
school system concerning the improvement which he bas clear, practical and 
well defined ideas. 

Ile n1ade an excellent County Supe1intendeni, and did 1nuch to unify and 
advance the common schools under his supervision. 

JOHN V\T. STEV\T ART, 
COUNTY SGPERTNTENDENT OF BUTLER COU'°"T\, 18i2- 1882. 

No man is more deserving of mention among the county sn1H•rintendents 
of the past thirty years in Io,va, than John W. Ste"·art of Shell Rock. ..\s he 
\\'as a. vahant solctirr in the" ar for human freeclon1 and the preservation of the 
Union from 1861-6-5. so he "'as a courageous defender of the interests of the 
common schools and right principJrs of education in his ten year's service in 
the superintendonc) of schools in Butler County, from 18i2-82. NeYer ,vas a 
Count) Superintendent more <le\'oted to the cause of the c·ommon schools and 
teachers than John W. Ste,vart. Ilis official career exten1led over one of the 
1nost ,vonderful decades in Iowa educational history. It was the time ,vhen 
the Normal Institute was being fortned into the graded system of instruction 
and professional training for teachers. Ile was one of the co1n111ittee of three 
"'ho prepared the first course of study for the Normal Institutes of Iowa. Than 
he no County Superintendent di<l more to give order, system and uniformity to 
the Normal Institute. 1-Iis Butler Count}· .Normal Institutes "·ere ''regular ol,1 
re, ivals" as the teachers ,vere " 'ont to call them. In these institutes the editor 
of the N<Ht,c \.L ~Io:sTn1.1 recehecl his first professional training and cnthusi
asu1. 8upt. Ste,vart, brought to his teacbC'rs such instructors as .Jona J>iper; 
.. \.. \V. Stuart; Erwin l3aker; .James Hannan and H . JI. .Freer. Dear !leader, 
you better believe that the 1,0 teachers in that County ou the prairies. that an 
11ually gathered in institute session under the instruction of sucl1 eclurators, 
'"ere filled " ' ith an edueatioual e11thusiasn1 and a professional :zeal that ,vas 
earriecl into every sc-hool and felt, in ever) co1nnnu1ity in 1Jutler ( 'ounty. i -~ 

.. 
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Supt. Stewart believed in a close supervision of the schools, and every teach
er in the County was always working to get his school in the best possible con
dition before the Supt. called in bis totu· of inspection. .A.las, that county 
superintendents of to-day should pay so little attention to the official duty of 
visiting and supervising the common schools. Supt. Ste·wart, though at times 
badly afflicted ""ith the rbenruatism, kept up his school Yisitation even when a 
ruan bad to acc0mpany him to help him in and out of his conveyance. Such 
devotion to duty has rarely been shown in Iowa education. 

Twelve years ago Rupt. Stewart was doing for the country schools of Butler 
County just what superintendents hav8'begun to do generally over the State 
during the past four years, that of establishing a uniforn1 course of study with 
a system of classification and record in the country schools. Twelve years ago 
in Butler County the country teachers at the close of each term left a complete 
recora of the classification of the school and tbe standing and progress of each 
pupil, a duplicate of which ,vas filed in Supt. Stewart's office. 

He yet lives in his home in Shell Rock, but severely afflicted with rheuma
tism, so that he is almost entirely helpless, dependent upon some member of 
his family to dress him, to feed him, or to move him in his invalid's chair about 
his room. He bears it all \\ith a patience which few n1en possess. 1.'o his coun
try he bas been a patriotic citizen, a brave soldier and a noble educator. 

PRIVATE NORMAL SCHOOLS IN IOWA. 

BY J. WERNLI, PRINCIPAL OF N. "'\V. NOR)(AL IN:--l'ITUTE, LE)I.AR~ . 

Among the educational institutions of the State of Iowa, the Private Nor
mal Schools deserve special mention. Many years before the State Normal 
School was established, in 1876, even before the Normal Institutes became gen
eral over the State by receiving aid from the public funds, some of our educa
tional pioneers opened private schools for the special training of teachers for 
the public schools. 

Whoever may have been the founders of these schools; whatever the qual
ifications of these teachers may have been; they certainly were convinced of 
the need of trained teachers for our public schools; tbey were moved by the 
exalting thought that their mission be the education of skilled teachers for the 
common schools. They heroically inaugurated, often '\Yithout the aid of oth
ers, their difficult enterprise, sac1ificing their means, often their health, and, 
when not crowned with success, their names as teachers, for their noble v.,ork. 
For very often the difficulties surpassed their means and their strength, and 
more than one of these noble leaders were buried beneath the ruins of their 
enterprise among people ·without syn1pathy for them and their benevolent 
plans. 

~Iore than any other schools these private .N" ormal Schools have to endure. 
The different denominational schools regard them ,vith distrust, because these 
priYate normals stand on the broad platform of the public school system; but 
they are also regarded as illegitimate upstarts, because they refuse to collect 
money for an endowment fund. And while they act for the welfare of the 
public schools, and have a mission which cannot be reached by ,vell graded 
high schools, yet even these agitate and work against the priva,te Normals, be-
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cause these receive some of their truanted students. Thus they llave been 
struggling, and bravely fighting their " 'ay. .A.nu tlleir privations and sacrifices 
were not in vain. l '"i1der these difficulties and adversities they rooted deep in 
the heart of the people, and sorne of them gre,v strong and mighty, sending 
their influence far beyond the borders of our State. Many graduates and un
dergraduates with clear heads, great 1nental and moral strength, and high pur
poses, have con1e from these schools; and the present demand for better teach
ers is in a great measure due to these schools. 

To many it n1ay seem strange that persons of high moral character, of 
strong and superior minds, and of unquestioned qualifications; persons who are 
den1anded as teachers in public, and endowed private schools, nnrl are offered 
high salaries, prefer to start institutions of their own, where by harder work 
t hey receive less pay. ...l.nd yet, the reasons iu·e plainly seen: 1'he pure and 
exalted ideas of these persons are not generally accepted. To ca1-ry out their 
plans, and to realize their ideals, they necessarily must work independently 
and untrammeled by the rules of boards that cannot rise to the purer atmos
pnere in which these teachers breathe. But their ultimate success depeu<ls, 
afte\ all, more upon the means, the perseverance and the financial talent of the 
teacher, than upon his skill as an instructor. 

To giYe a history of each of these institutions would require the special ser
vice of their teachers. Nobody elsP would be able to giYe a history of the trials 
and st11.1ggles, the triumph or .fate of their schools, or delineate their character, 
their objects and their peculiar methods. 

In 18i2 was organized the "Washington County ~ormal autl Traiuing 
School,'' which was an outgrowth of a Washington County Normal lnstitute of 
18,0, and of a convention of a v.'eek's dura.tion in the county in the spring of 
1872. 'l'his Normal School held sessious during 1872 and 1873 under the superin
tendence of E. R,. Elqrjdge, then superintendent of ,-vashtngton county. The 
typical norn1al institute of 18i0 in ,,rashington county, the enthusiastic conven
tion of 1872, attended by se_veral hundred school people, an<l the ' ·Normal and 
Training School" of 18,:? and '73, set Io"'a educational ci rcles all aglo"' with 
the '·Normal'' idea. At this time there was not a living, distinctive Normal 
.;;cbool in Iowa; there was, however, a Normal Department at the State "CniYer
sity, which at about this time \Vas merged into a ''Cbair of Didactics.·· 

From tbis tin1e, 1872, began a wonderful growth of private Normal School~. 
,vbicb, because of the normal revival, have en<lured greater permanence and 
success than any previous atte1npt. In this year Mrs. M.A. Peck opened her 
Ottumwa J'.llormal School at Ottun1wa. i\t the bead of this school :01rs. Peck 
has continued to do good \\'Ork for sixteen years. In 1874 Prof. E. lt. Eldridge 
opened the Eastern lo"·a Normal School at Grand\·iev\·, later moved to Colnn1-
bus Junction. Under his fourteen years managen1ent of this institution not 
less than 2,500 students received instruction in the school. Soon aftertbe open
ing qf the Eastern Io~va Norn1al School in 1874, the "Decorah Institute" was 
opened at Decorah under the managen1ent of Professor J. Breckenridge, who 
-,till conducts the school, which is in a gro,ving and prosperous condition. It 
has proved a great and goocl influence on tbe Rchools of :N'ortheastern Iowa. It 
has a.n annual attendance of about 500 sLude\1ts. Jn 1878 the Southern Iowa 
:N"o1·nutl School was opene<l at Bloomfield, Davis county, and in 18.Sl the \Vest
er1~ N or1nal College at Shenandoah, !)age county, wliich has bad an unparal
leled growth during t.,be [past few years. Other :Norn1al Schools ,vere started 
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dm·iug the fe'A' years following 18, 3. ,vhich flo1uished for a time but are not now 
in existence. 

There are no"' ( 1889) in l o,va no less than a dozen flourishing private Nor
mal Schools, besides uormal departn1ents connected with nearly every acade
my, sen1i11ary and college in t he State 

The follo,viug is a list of the pri\ ate X ormal Schools in Iowa,v\Tith such infor
mation as found in the ta.bulated reports of the State Snperintenclent, or the 
table prepared by the ~on)IAL 11o~THLY: 

PRI YATE NOR)[AL SCHOOLS, 1888. 
School. Location. Princip_ol. 

Council B luffsNorn1al School. ... Council Bluffs ................. ,V. S. Paulson 
Decorah Institute . . . ............. Decorah . . . ................. J. Breckenridge 
Dexter Normal School . ..... .. ... Dexter ........ . ... . .. . ......... W. H. Monroe 
Eastern Iowa Normal Sc·hool. ... Columbus Junction. . . . . . .. . .. ..... . .. ... ... . 
Humeston Normal School ....... Humeston ...... . ............................ . 
Northern Io,va. N oruutl School. . Algona ........................ .. J. C. Gilchrist 
North,vestern Normal Inst itute .L e11ars . .... ...................... . J . ,Vernli 
Storm Lake Norm al School . . . . Storm L ake ................ Leslie Greenwood 
Western Normal College ......... Shenandoah .... ...... . .. ........ vV. M. Groan 
Woodbine Normal School. .. . .. .. ,,T oodbine... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. f HC · SAl'. Kinney 

1. • • age. 
Southern Jo"'a Normal Sc:hoo1 

.• . Blnomfield ...................... . ........ . 
Ottumwa .N'ormal Schcol. .. . ..... Ottumwa .. ... .. . ...... .. .. .. Mrs. M . .A. Peck 

EDWIN R. ELDRIDGE, 
PRESID ENT OF TUE ,\ LABA)IA STATE :N'OR}fAL SCIIOOJ.,, T ROY , AL.\. 

Though Profesor E. R. Eldridge is no,v engaged in educational work in the 
South, he was for twenty years prominently identified with the school work in 
Iowa. 

A native of White county, Indiana, descendant of Dutch-Scotch ancestors, 
he ,vas born ... i\..ugust 31. 1843. 

. ---~~-~-·---..: ---~--
·--~::-·~--:.:.:-. 

He attended the common schools, and later B1u·-
. nettsville Seminary in Indi

~(::"?~ ·.;·>·~.. .- . .,· ... :;·:::·-···: 

ana. In 18-57 he came ,vith 
the family to District No 4, 
,Va s bington township, 
Washington county, Iowa. 
Here he labored on a farm 
for tw·o or three years, at
tending the district school 
in fall and winter .In March, 
18151 , he entered Washing
to11 College, but he soon laid 
aside bis books to enlist 1n 
the Union army. Ile enter
ed as a private Co. F, 11th 
Io,va "\r olunteers, on 8ept
ember 18, 1861, from \Ybich 
he was <lischarged the next 
spring on account of con
sumption, as ·~vas then 
thought by his surgeons. 
Notwithstanding impaired 
health be entered the army - --·. ~--. . . -. . . 
again May -1, 1864, as 2d 
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Lieutenant, Co. B, 45th Io\'\ra, and was '·mustered out'' with the regiment the
next fall. 

His lirst teaching was in the home district in the "·inter of 1862-3. Eighty
fiye scholars were enrolled during the seven montbs term. In 1863 he retun1ed 
to Washington College for a few months. In :tviarch, 18G-1, he V.'as married to 
Sarah M. Connell, still bis loving helpmate. 

"\Vhen Mr. Eldridge returned from the army in tbA fall of 186-! bis health 
,vould not permit bis return to teaching~ he farmed for a time, and entered a 
partnership which, through the perfidy of bis panner, proYed disastrous to him 
financially, for he ,vas left burdened ·with a debt that took bin1 seven years of 
weary saving v.rork, to clear away. He farmed and studied, and in the fall of 
1869 resumed the work of teaching. He has ever since been engaged in school 
work. 

In January, 1870, 1Yir. Eldridge entered upon the tluties of the office of su
perintendent of schools of Washington county, to v.•hicb position be bad oeen 
nominated and elected the fall before. Ile was re-elected for a second term. 
and served in all, four years as county superintendent. He entered upon the 
superintendency with ten terms experience as a teacher: he had been a student 
of the works of such educators as Wickersham, Sheldon and Horace l\[ann; he 
had received inspiration from contact ,vith such n1en as Jonathan Piper, C. C. 
Nestlerode, and Jerome Allen, each burning with educational zeal. In the fall 
of 1870 he held the Normal Iostitute of Washington county, which ~•as an1ong 
the ,,ery first normal institutes held in Io,va, and certainly the fitst di.stinrtirely 
typical normal institute, after which the institutes urider the la,v of 1873, were 
modeled. This normal institute was conducted by Dr. Jerome Allen with D. 
w. Lewis of "\Vashington, and I!'. M.vVitter of 1-Iuscatine as assistants. At this 
institute were enrolled 216 members who had flocked in from hi ditferent coun
ties. Supt. Eldridge held a four weeks' institute in July and August of 1872, 
and during that year and tbe next conducted similar 11orn1al institutes in Ad
ams, Louisa, Clay and I{ossuth counties. .A.t the session of his normal insti
tute in 1873 State Supt. Abernethy called a county superintendents' convention 
at Wasbington to observe its workings. There Supt. Eldridge presented the 
":Normal" idea as worked out in the institute. They were h lghly pleased. ..(\.f
ter earnest conference, State Supt. Abernethy formulated the results in a hill 
presented to the Legislature and tlle noru1al institute became a part of our pub
lic system of education. Prof. Eldridge since holding bis first norrnal institute 
in 18i0 bas conducted seventy institutes in Io~·a. Ile has returned eight times 
ancl been recalled as high as tv.relve times to the same county. 

In 1875 he was elected by the State Teachers' .\ssociation , .. ,ith Alonzo .A.b
ernethy and .J. \V. Akers to organize and manage a Stale Normal Institute, 
and he was appointed conductor, ,.vith C. ,,~. vou Coelln, C. r. Rogers, J. II. 
Tho1npson, J-\.. \V. Ozias, Geo. W. "\Vedgewood ancl Carrie Bassett as co
workers. This State Institute ,vas held in l)es lv1oines in the sumn1er of 187G, 
and did n1uch toward shaping the new Normal Institute ,vork. 

No man in Io"'a was ever more active in the Normal Institute work, 111 

the "\'\rork of County, District and State Educational .tlssociaiions. IJi~ Yoice 
for eighteen years ,vas beard in the discussions in associations on all important 
educational problems connected with Io,va educational ,vork. IIe has also 
belcl various positions of trust and honor. Ile ,vas president of the Southeast
e111 Io,va Superintendent's and Principal 's convention, in 1873, at Burlington. 
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an1l presided alternately vvith Pres. Thompson at its joint session vvitb the 
State Teacher's Association. He served on the Executive Committee of the 
~tate Association from 1876 to '79, its chairman in '79. He was a me1nber of 
the :-,tate Superintendent's AdYisory Board from its organization to the time of 
leaving the State. Ile was also a member of the Educational Council; was 
three years a member of tbe State Reading Circle Board, and was a member of 
the State Board of Examiners until his resignation to go to Alabama. 

It ,vas in 1874 that Prof. Eldridge organized tbe Eastern Iowa Normal 
:-;chool at Grandview, Louisa County, where the institution remained seven 
years, when it was removed to Columbus Junction, a better location, and 
"·here l>etter buildings were furnished. During bis fourteen years' connection 
v.·itb this school about ~,500 students came under bis instruction. He resigned 
in the summer of 1888 to accept the position which he now occupies, the presi
dency of the Alabama State Normal School, at Troy. In Alabama he has met 
,vitb a cordial re>ception, and he ,vill, while he remains, do much for the cause 
of education in tbat State. I-Iis extensive experience 1n Normal wo1k, his 
ability as a pul>lic speaker, his habits of study, and acquaintance with r>eda
gogica1 and J>sychological subjects, bis sound judgment, good executive ability, 
and his liberal views make bim a man ,Yell adapted to preside over and pro
mote the Vi'Ork of the Alabama State Normal School. 

J. WERNLI, 

l'UT~l'Il',\L OF NOUT}I"'ESTERN :N'OR.:\IAL INH'rITl"l'E .\.ND nesJNE~S COLLEGE. 

Prof. ,r en11i was born in Thalhein1, in the Canton Aargan, 8witzerland, 
and is therefore a fellow country-man of the great teacher aud educational re
former, Pestalo1zi. 

During his early life when not engaged in bis studies at school he was dili
gently at v.·ork on the farn1 wit,h bis father. l'repared by private instruction, 
he passed the required examination for admission to the State Norn1al School 
at ,rettingen, in 184:i. Fron1 tbis excellent institution he graduated in 1850. 
This institution was lhen conducte<.l by Dr. 1\..ugustin l{eller, one of Switzer
land's n1ost successful and noted teachers. For the five years follo,Ying his 
graduation he ,vas engageu in tbe public schools of Switzerland. He was prin
cipal at 13ounyswyl when he re.signed the work to come to America, in 18-5-5. Ile 
,vas leu to giYe up his work and come to the United States lJy the pul>lished 
letters of an eminent s,viss teacher, thin traveling in .A.n1erica. [Ie left his 
beloYed sehool in S"·itzerland and started for the Neiv World, ancl arriYed at 
Oskosh, \Yisconsin, on the 1st of May, 185,5. Ile had leari1ecl to be neYer idle, 
so he began to ,vork as a common day laborer at one dollar a day, and by care
ful management he ,vas able to buy 80 acres of wild lancl in \\'aupaca County 
iu l8Si , an<l then comme>ncecl farming. But a little more than another year 
had passed a,,·ay, v.·hen Prof. \Yernli be~an teaching in the pul>lic schools of 
bis County. ~\.ncl in 1860, five years after landing in .,\n1erica, be was elected 
County b11perintenclent of scllools in \'\?'aupaca County. He was re-elected to 
the 'l,une office iu 1862. Defore tho elose of his official term in 18G-L be "'as 
called to the principalship of the Second \Vard School, iYfilwaukee. Ile had 
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worked there but t\YO years ,vhen the Board of Norn1al Regents of Wisconsin 
elected him to the position of Assistant Principal of the State .Normal School 
at Platteville. He resigned this position in 1868 on account of health. inflama
tion of the eyes. After a short rest he was asked by the leaders of tbe Ger
man :tv1. E. church, of which he is a 1nember, to take charge of the Nortb"'est
ern German-English Normal School at Galena. Illinois. Here he was so suc
cessful, bein{! left to manage the school according to his own plan, that he soon 
had over 400 students enrollerl. At the head of thi~ school he put in fiye years 
of bard \\'Ork without a vacation, and in 18,a resigned, with failing health and -~ 
went to Chicl-'lgo. 

Since 1870 Prof. ,,r ernli bas \vorked extensiYely in the Normal Institutes 
of lO\\'a. 1-\ncl in 1875 he removed to Le Mars, Jo,ia, with his family. He was 
Principal of the Le Mars schools for t,vo years, and during the institute seasou 
conducted Norn1al Institutes in many counties 01'. Northwestern lo\'\·a. In 
1881 he was elected Superintendent of the schools of Plymouth County. Ile 
was re-elected in 1883, and resigned the office in 1886. lle then made a trip to 
Europe and visited Switzerland, his native land. While there, he made a study 
of the school system of that country by visiting ,;chools, teachers' meetings and 
educational departn1ents. 

Returning to Iowa, the summers of 1885- 6 were wholly occupied in con
ducting institutPs. In the spring of 1887 he opened a new institution at Le 
Mars, the NortbwPstern Normal and Business College. He, himself founded 
the school, of bis own means and without pecuniary assistance from anybody. 
The school is now less than two years old but it is an assured success. There 
are now over one hundred thirty students enrolled. .Prof. \-Vernli has recently 
secured another large building to accommodate the growing school. The struct
ure is 60x80, three stories bigb, and it bas been excellently fitteu up for school 
purposes. The school has three distinct Departments, viz: The Nor1nal Depa1·t-
rne11t comprising a three year's course, for the instruction and training of teach-
ers; the BnsineRs Departn1ent, for fitting young men and ,vomen for actiYe 
lite; and tile l\f nsical Department, for thorough training in instrumental and 
vocal music. 

Since coming to Io\va. l)rof. \Vernli has been in the rank and file of the 
prominerit workerd in the State Teachers' Association. Ile is a member of the 
Educational Council. and has read several able papers before that body and 
tbe General Association. 

Twice in Io,va State Convention has Prof. "'\Vernli received a large and en
thusiastic snpport for nomination to the office of State Superintendent of l'ub-
Jic In:-trnction. 

As Normal School Instructor, as Institute Conductor, and as County Su
perintendent, Prof. 1Vernli has touched the lives of thousands of teachers. an<l 
inspired them to higher a,ims and better n1etbods. By educati-O11 ancl by natu
ral endown1ents, he is admirably fitted for Norn1al Instruction. Ile is in an 
eminent degree a teacher of teachers. 
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] . c. GILCHRIST, A. ivI. l 

PHINC[P.AL OF 1'JI1<~ NORTIIERN IO\\' A NOR)[AL SCIIOOL. 

1'bis man has devoted thirty-five years to the work of the teachers' profes
sion, of which eigbteen yearsbave been given to education in Iowa, and of this 
long professional careAr nineteen years have been spent in conducting normal 
schools in the East and in Iowa. But this bare statement means little to those 
nnacquainted with the unremitting toils of earnest educational ,vork. Indeed 
a meagre sketch like tbis can convey little idea of the busy life of Professor Gil-
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cbrist. ~>\. native of Pennsylvania, the chil<l of sturdy Scotch parents, be was 
born May 20, 1835, in .Allegheny City. In 1886, Coitsville. Mahoning county, 
Ohio, became the home of the Gilchrist family, IIere on a farm the subject of 
our sketch grew to manhood, alternately attending school and working on the 
farm. At the age of eighteen he entered 1Ylahoning Instit11te at l'oland , Ohio, 
then an academy of !'eputation, and still prosperous with collegiate powers. 
Re attended this school until July, 1853, interru1>ted, however, by his going out 
several tero1s to teach and to work. R e was wholly dependent on himself for 
means to sustain his studentship, and he hesitaterl Hot to go to the harvest 
fields in vacations, to do janitor \York in the buildings, to teach occasional 

I 
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classes of the acaclen1y, that he might add to his earning::; of regular teaching 
in the comn1on schools. From ho1ne he could only expect encouragement and, 
this was never " 'anting. IIis father died in 1854 . 

. A.fter leaving the acaden1y in 1853, he taught one term at Lenox, ..c\..shtabula 
County, and four more at I lubbarcl, 1'rumbull County. In April, 18-55. he en
tered Antioch College, Yellow Springs, Ohio, of ,,·hich the celebrated educator, 
Ilorace ~Jann , v.1as president. I l e was a student at .A.ntioch several terms. but 
financial fortune was against hin1 , and his course of study ,vas neYer coi:npleted -/) 
at col1ege. 1 

,vbHe yet attending college he was one year principal of the schools of Re
public, Seneca County, Ohio, an<l on leaving AnUoch he was princtpal of the 
union schools of Marlboro, Stark County, for t\\·o years. I n 1858 he takes a" a, 

life ass,,ciate a htdy richly endowed with u1ental and personal cbatn1s. Miss 
l l anna. Cramer, then a teacher in t he public schools of \Yarren, Ohio. 

I n 185H, Professor Gilchrist was chosen superiutendent of the city schools of 
Ne"' Brighton, Penns), lvania, and the following ) ear assumed control of Cali
fornia Seminary, ,r ashing ton County, PennsylYania. After five years of pros
perous labor here, he projected the enterprise of converting the seminary into a 
~tate norm::il school under the la,vs of Pennsylvania. This scheme, of ·which 
he wa-; the originator, be carried to a successful issne. 1-lost of the funds re
quired from the community were raised tllrough his personal efforts. Then 
visiting the I,E>gislature he secured the needed appropriations~ subsequently 
planned the buildings, superintended their construction, perfected the sc11ool 
organization, and made the institution an honor to the 8tate. This 1>ennsylYa
nia State normal school is a lasting monument to his skill as an organizer in 

educational ,vork. 
During his labors in this direction, \\'hich occupied six years, he was county 

superintendent of the public schools of ,vasbington county fron1 1866-69. To 
his administration is accreditea nu educational revival in that county. In the 
fall of 1870 ho was ten,lered the principalsllip of \Vest \r1rginia nor1ual school 
at Fairn1ou11 t. Ile remained here but one year ov.'ing to political change in 
party po,ver of that State. 

Ile came to Io"'·a in 18i 1, engaged in institute " ·ork for a year, then hecame 
superintendent of the i,chools of l\lason City. I l is success attractr<l attention, 
and whfln in 18i6 the l ov.·a State normal school was to be opened, ,T. C'. (;Hchrist 
was the man chosen by the tr11ste<'s to undertake the clifficult work of organiza
tion. I l is tt>n years' a<lministrai ion ot this school hear record of his ability to 
execute an<l to organize. Into this institution he brought a quarter. century's 
experience as an educator-i-xperi<•nce as humble tencber of country schools, as 
city superintendent, and principal uf normal schools. J-Iis t,-venty-five years 
of labor had covered the ·whole field of education. ,vitb tllis varied knov:le<lge 
of school work, ,Yith st rong intellect, courageous spirit and Christian faith, he 
gave to the Iowa State 11orn1al school a reputation that reaches beyond the bor-
ders of our o'\'\'ll ~tale. 

On Prof. Gilchrist's retirement fro1u this institution, in 188G, the tnu,teei-; 
of the Northern I cn,a Nonnnl 8!'1100! chose bin1 to orgauizfl, establish antl con
duct that institution. 1'o him the school, no,v in successful operation, o,Yes its 
exislenct>. 'J'he school has an excellent location, and the probabilities are that 
sooner or lalt•r it" il l lie ,na<le onr of our State .Nonnal Schools. 

'l'he :N"orthern l ll\\'H Xo11nnl School is in the lhinl year of its existence. 
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I,ast year it bad an atte1Hlance of about 150 students, representing thirty coun
ties in Iowa. The teaching force is ma<le up of a faculty of seven experienced 
and efficient teachers. The school has courses of study equal to any in State 
Normal schools; it bas a model school for the benefit of the students; also mu
sical and commercial courses, short-hand and type-writing. 

Prof. Gilchrist bas taken active pa1t in the State Educational ...l.ssociations 
of Ohio, .Pennsylvania, ,'"irgiuia and Io,va. He has also lectured before other 
~tate .A.ssociations. He is a life-member of the National Educational Associa
tion. He bas been a member of the Educational Council in this State for sev
eral years. A special field of bis labor has been teachers' institutes, the nun1-
ber of such uodies before which be has appeared, either as instructor, conductor 
or lecturer, reaching the hundreds. 

In 1868 he received the honorary degree of master of arts from Allegheny 
College, MeadYille, Pa. All his life he has been a close and unti.i-ing student, 
especially in i-ubjects pertaining to his profession. 

Prof. Gilchrist is a noble type of cbristian character. He joined the M. E. 
Church in 1863, and was licensed to preach in 1866, and was ordained Deacon in 
1878. Though never in charge of a congregation he has preached a great deal 
during the past twenty years. He is a forcible, cultured and eloquent speaker, 
and is always listened to ,vith the closest attention. He is the author of a ne,v 
book just published by D. D. lrlerrill, St. Paul, entitled, "Iowa, its Geography, 
History and Resources." The text-book contains thirty lessons on Iowa, ,,Tit
ten in the forru of a pleasing and interesting narrative. The book is handsou1e
ly illustrated, showing the scenery, and the comn1ercial, industrial, and educa
tional interests of the State. The book is quite a complete picture of the pres
ent condition of Iowa. 

Prof. Gilchrist is best appreciated by those who know him best, and the 
best and noblest part of his life cannot be represented in a sketch of this kind. 

WILSON S. LEWIS, 
l'llINC1P.AL OF EP\YORTil f-E)fTNARY, EP\\' ORTIT. JO\\' .A. 

Epv.•orth Se1ninary is one of the oldest and best institutions of its class in 
the State. lt is ,ve!l t1nd favorably l, 110"·11 throughout all ~ortbeastern Iowa. 
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The Seminary isllocatedrat Epworth, a beautiful little village on the line of the 
Illinois Central Railroad, in the central part of Dubuque County. The school 
was first opened in 185i. Since that time about three thousand young men 
and women have received instruction in its halls, ,yho have gone forth to hon
or the ,-rorld "ith~better;.work and nobler ives. The early years of the
school " 'ere prosperous. :but from 1864 to 1870 it led a precarious existence. 
During ~be past ten~years the Seminary bas enjoyed a large growth and ron
s~antl~ increasing JJOpularity. This ntw gro,vth began with the administra
tion of Dr. J.B . .Albrook. in 1878. He brought to the Seminary practical busi
ness management, broad scholarship, wise executive a l>ility, and ski 11 as a 
teac~er and organizer. During his five years' administraLion the attendance 
was increase~ _about 1_50 per cent. The main building was repaired, refitted 
an~ an add1t1on built thereto, a ue\\' building erected, for rhapel and 
soc~ety p_urposes. and five students' cottages placed on the grounds near the 
main bu1ld1ng. He gave the Reminary an excellent reputation at home ancl 
~broad for its prt)portions as a school, for 1ts hPalthfl•l moral intiuence on 
its students, for the efficiency of its corps of teachers, and tbe thoroughness of 
the instruction given .... Tbe attendance reached ~40 stu<lents annually. 

During the.administration of Prof. Geo. W. Jones there was added to the 

· ··- - -· ·--··----
' ·. :-;~::: 

__ accommodations of the school 
a Ladies' Ilall, a commodious 

=-- three-story stone bu i 1 ding., 
. well adapted to the purposes 
___ - intended; in the main build-

ing was fitted up a library and 
reading room, and several 
hundred volumes added to 
the library; also through ju
dicious advertising the terri
tory ot' the school was wid
ened. 

ReY. W. S. J,e"•is is novs,r 
the principal of Epworth 
Sem1nary. He accepted the 
position at an urgent call 

from tbe Board of Trustees in tbe summer of 1888. He is now presiding oYer 
the affairs of the school with great success in the midst of a prosperous year. 
Prof. Lewis is a native of New York. He ,vas educated at St. Lawrence Uni
versity, in that State. He came to Iowa in 1881. l!'ro1n 1882 to 'S.5 be " 'as 
Citv Superintendent of the Belle l)laine Graded Schools. No better work \Yas 
evei· done in the schools of that town than was done bv Prof. Lewis. His three 
year's service there won for him a place in the ranks of Iov.·a 's best educators. 
He resigned bis position in 1885 to enter the ministry of the M. E. church).. Ile 
was pastor at Blairstown when called to the principalship of Epworth .::;emi
nary. He has already proved a success in his present position. His collegiate 
training, bis experience and skill in graded school work, his popularity as an 
instructor in Normal Institutes, bis ability as a public speaker and his charac
ter as a christian man, have done already, and will do much to promote the 
prosperity of the Seminary, to widen its influence, to maintain its high stand
ard, and to extend its patronizing ter1itory. Pleasant and agreeable in ni:-111-
ner and conversation, prepossessing in appearance, a student of men and af
fairs. as well as a student of books. he makes many friends and awakrns a 
general interest and enthusiasm for the Seminary wherever he goes. 

Epworth Seminary offers a broad and liberal training for college. for busi
ness, for life. There a1·e Classical, Scientific, Higher English, Teachers' Nor
mal, Commercial_. Musical and ~~rt Depl?-rtments. The Normal pepartm~nt 
under the immediate charge of Prof. Lewis affords a good professional train
ing for teachers. The higher English course is a three year's course in the 
common and higher English branches, intended to give a good English educa-
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tion. The student of tbe Seminary may study the ancient and modern langu
ages, the mathematics, the sciences. tbe common English branches, book-keep
ing, pennmanshiµ, vocal a.nd instrumental music, drawing and painting- all 
the opportunities offered by any instituiiou, and besides, there is the advantage 
of an excellent stnclent's boarding hall, good library open to the students each 
school day, well organized literary so<'jet1es, and rates of e::xpense brought with
in the reach of any ind,,strious student. 

vVl\1. l\I. CROAN, 
:,,U,PERL."'f'I'ENDENT OF " ' ESTERN NOR~IAL COLLEnE, ~HEN.A~DO.Alr, I<n\'A. 

In the history of PriYate Normal Schools in Iowa, the ,vestern Normai 
College at Shenandoah is an example of remarkable growth. Of this institu
tion, which bas attracted so much attention in the State during the past five 
years, Wm. M. Croan is Superintendent and proprietor. IIe is a native of In
diana. horn near AodPrson, 11adison County, July 23, 1853. In early life be 

. . ·-::; 
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learned to combine 
habits of industry 
and study. He work
ed on his father's 
farm, and attended 
school at every op
portune occasion. He 
ear l y mastered the 
branches of the com
mon district school, 
and later the tO\\"n
sbip graded school. 
He co mp 1 et e d a 
course at the Ander
son Gra<led and Nor
u1al School, then un
der the control of 
Eld. ,Joseph Franklin . 
..c1.nderson was four 
miles from bis hon1e, 
and he walked tbe 
round trip of 8 n1iles 
each school day dur
ing bis three years· 
tutilage in the insti
tution at Anderson. 
Not only dicl he walk 
this distance, but be 
also did much work 
on the farni mornings 
and evenings and dur. 
ing vacations. Hence 
in his youth he was 
i;chooled in bard \vork 
ancl early learned to 
be independent, to 
make his o,vn way, 

• 
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and to fight his own battles. As a student he was studious and scholarly, 
making rapid and thorough advancement in bis cotu·se. ~{r. Croan began 
teaching scnool in Madison County. Re taught and earned money to defray 
expenses at the North,vestern Christian University, and took special work un
der President Burgess. After leaving college he taught in graded schools for 
a time. He was for some time editor of the Anderson Democrat, the official 
paper of Madison County. He was recalled to the educational "ork by being 
elected County Superintendent of schools in Madison County. 1'he Indiana , 
official reports from the Educational Department indicates that he was as act
ive, enthusiastic and successful in this capacity as in every other position he 
has filled. During bis administration, Madison County bad a reputation for 
high professional standards and for general educational enthusiasm. "lfhile in 
this work Supt. Croan established a reputation as an energetic and progressive 
school man. Prof. Croan resigned the office of County Superintendent of schools 
in Madison County in the early spring ot' 1884, and moved to Shenandoah, 
Page County, Iowa, where he had just purchased the property of tbe Western 
~ormal College. Re at once became Superintendent of the Institution as "'ell 
as sole proprietor of the property of the concern. In the five years that Prof. 
Croan has been managing this Institution, he has accomplished a work which 
not one school-man iu a thousand ,vould have done. The enrollment which 
five years ago was sixty-five students, now numbers seYeral hundred. There 
are from 400 to 700 students in attendance during eacb one of tbe five terms in 
the year. The school has of course been enlarged correspondingly as to build
ing accommodations, equipments, and in the number of its teachers. The 
school has a va1iety of Departments, viz: The Common School Course, Nor
mal Course, Rcientific Course, Classic Ct>urse, Business Course and Civil En
gineering Course. Tben there are courses in Music, 8hort-IIand, 1

1
ypewriti11g 

and Telegraphing. Each department is under the immediate supervision of a 
Principal. The faculty is composed of twenty-three teachers who are especial
ly qualified for their respective departments of work. 

One of the popular features of tbe school is the l3oarding Department 
which is conducted on a plan unlike that of any other college boarding de
partment in tbe State. The Boarding Halls of the \,Vestern Normal College 
are under the general superintendence of !Ylrs. Croan. There are tvvo or three 
different boarding halls furnishing board at different prices to suit the finan
cial abilities, or economical desires of the students. '.fhis is an excellent plan 
and has proved a popular success. 

Prof. Croan bas all the elements of cbarac:ter U1at go to"'ard making a suc
cessful ma.nager of a large and growing institution like the Western :Xor1nal 
College. Ile is a shrewd, " 'ide awake business manager ·who is capable of 
handling the finances of a great enterprise. ,vith good executive ability, keen 
foresight. ,veil designed methods of advertising, and unbounded enthusiasm 
in his work and belief in its success, he acbie,·es whatever he undertakes in ue-
half of bis institution. 

Supt. Croan makes friends wherever he goes, for himself and for his school . 
Ile is genial, courteous and affable among his students, or an1ong n1en of the 
world. It has been his ambition to build up a great independent Norn1al 
~c hool, and this be has done lie) ond g uestion. 
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0. H . LONGWELL, A. lVI. , 
PRlXCIP AL OF 'IYESTERN NOR)fAL COLLEGE. 

O. H. Long"'ell ,vas bo1n near Bentonville, Fayette county, Indiana, De
cember 22, 18-5,:;. I-Iis lineage on one side may be traced back to good old Puri
tanism of the 1\Iayflo""er stock, and on the other to the Longwells who con
trolled great linen manufactories in Ireland. Ilis parents were thrifty, enter
prising farmers who made a home in the thickly timbered portion of Indiana. 
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The school ad Yan-
tages of the neighbor
hood :i in which the 
subject of this sketch 
was born, were mea
ger but in the Long• 
well borne were al
ways a suoply of good 
books and ne"' spa
pers, and many were 
the long winter even
ings profitably spent 
in tbeir perusal. By 

'\ the time O. H Long-
,. well had reached six-

·~: 

teen, he had acquired 
a fair kno,vleclge of 
the common branch
es. He bad the good 
fortune to bave one 
tea,cber who awaken
ed in him a desire to 
obtain a better educa
tion than could be ob-
tained in the comrnbn 
schools. Encouraged 
by bi.s father he be-

gan that course of training ,Ybich gave him that excellent preparation and 
fitness ,vhich he possesses for the educational work. Ile first enters the Ne"'
castle H igh ::,chool and later Spiceland Academy. and then pursues a four years 
classical course in the Northern Indiana Normal School, graduating with the 
degree of .A .. B. 

In Indiana be had experience as teacher in the country schools , and later 
as Superintendent of the Goodland public schools. Wherever be worked, be at
tained success. In 1880 be was called to the Chair of Language and Literature 
in the Southern Io,va :Normal School at Bloomfield, Iowa. A.fter two years 
service in that capacity Prof. Longwell was elected principal of the institution. 

In 1884 be received a call fro111 the \Vestern Normal College at Shenandoah, 
and in 1885 began work as principal of that instiLution. In this position which 
he still retains. Prof. Long,vell has immediate charge of the entire educational 
" 'Ork of the institution, and he has shown himself to he a thorough organizer 
and a skillful tearher. The growth of the school has been marvellously rapid, 
but he has maintained order, systen1, method, and efficiency throughout all the 
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Crraded School with a High School department. Dubuque had established a 
lligh School the same year. Both ·were probably influenced to do this hy the 
I{eport of the Commissioners of Revision of the School Ln wi:;. IIorace Mann 
was chairman of this Commission and in July 18-~6 presented the l{eport of 
which ibe following is a portion: ··Your Comu1issioners can not regard any 
system of public instruction as complete ,vithout some liberal provision for in
stitutions of learning bigber than the primary school. ,vhere the simplest ele
n1e11ts of knowledge only are taught. Tbey have therefore n1a<le 1n·oyision for 
a High Academic, or Polytechnic 8choo1 as soon as ihe population of a county 
reaches tbe nnmber of 20.000. This they have made a part of the common 
school system, being ,vell satisfied that under that system, these higher institu
tions will n1eet \Vith better encou1 agen1ent, acc1uire greater strangth and Yigor. 
and dispense more certain benefit to the community than any other .. , 'l'he 
estal>lishment of these S('bools ,vas optional \Yith the counties. In 181>8 the 
law was passed permitting the establishment of graded srhools. The la,v has 
been in force ever bince though it has been arnended several times. In accord
ance with the provisions of this la,v the cities and larger to,vns began to or 
ganize liigh Schools. Their growth has been steady though there \\'as ruuch 
opposition t.o them from various quarters. Those who had established private 
schools of course lost patronage as soon as it \\'as demoustratecl that the public 
IIigh School could do work as well as they dicl. 11.r. Nestleroile '\\'rites me 
"There was a strong feeling on the part of those "ho possessed a little nu u 11s 
against educating children at the public expense and decidedly so to giving 
1nore than the rudiments of an education." Thus it appears that selfishness 
and pride were the t,vo p6tent factors opposed to the public free IIigh School. 
This opposition bas of late years Leen charged to the childless tax-payer but 
in reality it was ''generated in the atmosphere of modern academies and col
leges ,vith preparatory departments''; these did not con1e out and boldly fight, 
out gave the hiss and invented the cry of "high taxes for special education'' 
and put it in the n1outh of the tax-payer. But time has justified the "·isdom of 
the organization of the IIigh School. 'rbe celebrated Kalamazoo High ~chool 
case in 1874 forever settled the question of the legal right of a state or district 
to tax itself for higher education. The High Schools of Iov.·a are to-day giving 
as good a college preparatory training as the acade1uies do I>i;esident ~\ngel 
says "that ihe best one-half Jtreshmen of the ~lichigan t·nh ersity are from the 
IIigh Schools.'' 

Then there are hundreds ancl thousands "'ho obtain the elen1ents of higher 
educat1on in the IIigh Schools that v.·ould never gain tlJat boon otherv,ise. 
"'l,he High Schools are carrying most important elements of higher education 
into the larger to,vns and offering them to the children of the poor and the rich 
at their very doors. * * + llundrecls of children of the poor have been 
liftecl b) their local schools into our best life, lifted into hopes and realizations 
utterly beyond their possible ambition in tbe days of acaden1ies:· 'l'he IIigh 
Schools of Iowa are sending out young ID!'n and yonng wo1nen \'E'l'.Y much in 
earnest to do sometbiug; to an1ount to so1uethiug; to uenefit n1ankind. :NeYcr 
did a school send out youth inspired \Vit.h more earnestness and high resolYe 
than did (' . C'. Nestlerode's Tipton liigh School. Ilis \Yas a titting speeimtn 
and right ,veil are his suceessors copying it! Keep tbe lli!?h School up to its 
prei:;ent rauk anrl n1auagc in sorne "·ay lo bring a larger nt1111l,er of our youth 
iuto it. and a fe,v years "'ill make it as indispensable here as it is in Ne\\' Eng
land. I~ach year is demonstrating its fitness to live. \\'hat .John S. IIart ma1le 

' I 
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the Philadelphia High School, eacb principal may make his IIigb School ,vithiu 
the limits of its numbers and support, a potent factor in co1nmunity, a tempta
tion towards tbe highest and best citizenship, yea more than temptation, a con
version into the best citizenship. If ,vhat is here assumed can be realized then 
tlle charge of godlessness lllUSt fall so far as the IIigh Schools are concerned. 
since the best citizenship canuot be godless. It h((s been realized here in Io,Ya, 
it cc,11 be again. Would that the Iowa High Schools were hedged about as 
effectually as those of 1Y1assachusetts are ! •·There every town of 500 families 
is tetJuirecl to employ a teacher competent to give instruction in history, book
keeping, surYeying, geometry, natural philosophy, chemistry, botany, and 
Latin, while ei:ery town niay do so, and in every to,"n of 4,000 inhabitants. iu 
addition to the al.>ove branches, the Greek and French languages, astronom), 
geology, rhetoric, logic, intellectual and moral science, and political econo1ny, 
11111st be provided for;., and all are provided. 

There has ueen a great lack of uniformity in the ,vork of 1-Iigh Schools in 
Io~·a. Sometimes one line of work predominates. son1etimes another. This 
is due to the fact that tLe courses of study have been planned by teachers, and 
as each has his liking and it may be hobby, tbis variety naturally arises. From 
an old School Journal we find the course of study in the Lipton l-Iigh School was 
orthography, reading, writing, mental and written arithmetic, English gran1-
mar, geography, natural philosopy, botany, history, rhetoric, algebra, ge
ometry, theory and practice of teaching. Latin and German were taught out 
of regular school hours. From this it is seen that considerable of the Vl'ork 
was of that kind ,vhich we require done in the grammar grades. In 1861 Mt. 
Pleasant taught Sixth Reader, arithmetic, grammar, chemistry, geometry, 
botany, history, algebra, natural philosophy, Latin and French in her lligh 
School. From the report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction 1864-5 
we obtain representative courses of study of that time. They are the courses 
of the Burlington High School. 

E~GLISII COURSE. 

FIRST YEAU . 

. First Term-Arthmetic, English Grammar, Physiology. 
,..._econcl Term-Arithmetic, Algebra, English Grammar, Physiology. 
1'1Jircl Term-Algebra, Constitution of l Tnited States and I o,va, Book

keeping. Englisb language. 
Sl<JCOND YEAR. 

First Term-... \.lgebra, Universal llistory, Natural Philosophy. 
:-iecond Term-Geometry, Universal Ilistory, Xatnral Philosophy. 
Third Term-Georuetry, A.ncient Geography, Rhetoric-. 

'l'IIJRD YEAH,. 

First Tenn-Geometry, Trigonometry, C'bemisLry, Rhetoric. 
Second Term-Trigonometry, Chemistry, Botany. 
Third Term-Surveying, Astronomy, Botany. 

FOURTI[ YEAH. 

First Tern1-Geology, Natural History, Moral Philosophy. 
Secoud Term-Geology, Meteorology, ~rental 1~hilosophy. 
Third Term-Geolog) , Revie\vs of all preYiou::; studies. 
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FIH:-;1' ) 1'.:AR. 

First Ter1n-~\xitbmetic, English Gram1nar, Physiology. 
Second 1'erm- ~l\.rithn1etic, Algebra, Latin, I'bysical Geography. 
Third Term-.\lgehra, Latin or German, Constitution of l-nitecl States, 

Book-keeping. 
..;E('ONI> YE.AR . 

.First Ter1u-.A..lgel>ra, Latin or German, Natw·al Philosophy. 
~econd Term- Geometry, Latin or German, .Natural Philosophy. 
Third Term- (-ieometry, Latin or German, Rhetoric. 

TICJRD YE.\R. 

First Tern1-(~eometry, Trigonon1etry, l,atin or (ie1 n1an, Rhetoric. 
Second Term-Trigouometry, I,atin or German, Chemistry. 
Third 1.,erm-Surveying, I,atin, German, Chemistry. 

FOURTII YEAR. 

First Term- Geology, Latin, Moral Philosophy. 
Second Term- C niversal History, .. ~stronomy, Mental Philosophy. 
Third Term- Universal History, Botany, Mental Philosophy, ~atura 

History . 
.... ~ moment's con1parison ,vill show the resemblance to the Massachusett.':l 

High School course referred above. Here ,ve find subjects some of which are 
elaimed as the most advanced studies of the colleges of our State to-day. 

At the risk of being considered tiresome we here present the course of 
study for lligh Schools reported by the Educational Council in Dece1nber, 1888, 
and adopted by the State 1.,eaehers' Association at that tin1e. 'rhis hi supposed 
to be the most matured thought aud deliberate judgment of the day upon this 
<1uestiou. 

CL.\H!:ll1'' 1C .\TlON 01'' HIGH til' HOOL:-, , 

1. Iligh Schools shall be classified as follo,vs: 
(a.) First-class High Schools, having a four years' course. 
(b.) Second-class High Schools, having a three years' <'Ourse. 
(c. ) Tbirtl-class High Schools, having a two years' course . 
.Note- As far as the third and second-class High Schools carry their courses 

they are to be similar in subject nuttter and thoroughness of instruction to the 
first years of the first-class IIigh Schools. 

2. The ordinary commnn branches, namely: Aritb,metic, Grammar, t1eo
graphy,United States Ilistory, Reading, Spelling and Penmanship, are no C'OU

s iclered as a part of the IIigh School course, and it is presumed that these are 
essentially completed before entrance upon IIigh School " 'ork. 

3. The details of minimu111 of ,vork for lligh Schools that are to be con-
sidered as ,vorthy of classification as first-class shn,ll be ah follov.•s: 

(a. ) Iligher .t'..lgebra through quadratics. 
(b. ) Plane Geometry. 
(c.) Latin-Cresar (four books), , rirgil (six books), Cicero :(four orations,; 

prose con1position and reading of easy Latin at sight.I 
(d.) One year1s Greek for admission to clas3ica.l eourse in colleges; or 

equivalents in German or French; or plane 'l'rlgonon1etry, solid and spherica1 

Geometry, and structural Botany . 

◄ 
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,e.) Physiology, Pbysical Geography, Descriptive Botany, Elementary 
Physics. • 

(f.) Rhetoric and Literature, equivalent to four terms' v;rork. 
It is recon1mended that the work in these two subjects be distributed 

throughout the entire course, and that the method of instruction be such as 
shall involve much practical comvosition in rlietoric, and actual reading and 
study of the \V0rirs of the n1ost 1>rominent .A.merican and English authors iu 
Literature. 

1 g. J Civics, General History, Drawing. • 

-1. ..\.s equiYalents for the L atin in an English course of four years the fol
lov;ing studies may be substituted: Book-keeping and Commercial Arithmetic, 
Zoology, Political Economy, Descriptive Astronomy, Elementary Chemistry. 

-'5. For a three years' English course the Latin may be on1itte<l, and the 
-0ther sulJjects as prescriuC'd in details for course of study for first-class I-Iigh 
Schools may lie takeu in three years. 

Vi. The rank of a IIigh School shall be determined on its application and 
-presentation of course of study to the Superintendent of Public Iustructio1t by 
a committee consisting of seven members, to be constituted as follO'\\"S: The 
Suverintendent of 1>ublic Instruction to be cbairn1an ex-officio, three me1nuers 
to be appointed by tbe College and lTniversity Department, and three by the 
Department of Secondary Instruction . 

RELATIONS OF Rl<.-HI SCIIOOLR . 

.... \.ll students graduating from first-class High Schools, lJeing properly certi
fied by Principals or Superintendents, shall be admitted to the Freshman class 
in College course on trial or probation, without further evidence of preparation. 

Tbe noticeable changes reeommended here are in the omission of the com
mon l>ranches and mental and 1noral sciences. and the substitution of English 
L iterature, political Science, structural Botany, and drawing in their places. 
There have been some decided gains in these years. The study of Civics and 
J)ra"·ing is justly demanding a recognition, and a more intimate knowledge of 
mother tongue is imperative. 1~he Iligh Schools are rii:-ing to meet the emerg
ency, and are beginning to do this work in a very satisfactory manner. Many 
High Schools are doing special lines of ,vork, as in their business courses and 
teachers' classes. There may be theoretical objections to the l)ublic High 
School giYiug a training in special lines. Yet if communities are willing to tax 
themselves to give such training, we shall be the last to say to them, nay. 
Moreover, as Yery much that is taught is common to all Yocations, it seems no 
more than just that such branches as are needed by any class, shall be be sub
stituted for those not needed, provided that such instruction can reasonably be 
g iven. Indeed, with respect to teachers' courses in High Schools, it is almost 
a necessity that they be established. Normal Schools are not numerous enough 
to supply the demand for teachers, and the High Schools are the next best 
training schools for them. But the best thought in our State today, is that 
this ,vork shall be left to the Normal Schools. Our State Normal Scboolisgiv
in~ full credit for academic work done in first class High Schools. One year 
spent in professional training at the State ~ormal School gives graduates in 
s uch schools a special certificate from that Institution. The State University 
led the ,vay in recognizing the excellence of work done by High Schools, 
when in 1881-2 she admitted 25 High School graduates ,vithout examination. 
Graduates from 2.S High Schools are now admitted to the University V'rit hout 
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examination, and work of ~7 other High Schools is accepted so far as it goes. 
All the colleges are following the lead of the University in this. The hands of 
the High Schools are tbus strengthened, and the colleges in tnrn are benefitted. 

Much attention is given to school-buildings. Nearly every village of a 
thousand inhabitants and upwards has its High School buHding and tbis is 
often the most conspicuous and elegant building in town. There is danger 
that too much may be attempted in this line, and in estalilisbing and main
taining a High School the lower grades may suffer. This roust be avoided. I t 
would be sapping the very foundations of the public school structure. Schools 
with less than five departments can not well attempt Iligll School work. 
There are to-day in Iowa one hundred ninety-two High Schools great and 
small. There are probably fifty more schools that are teaching some High 
School studies possibly a year of more of work. There were Hl67 pupils en
rolled in lligh Schools in December 1888,~according to tbe .High School Direc
tory of the NORl\1.AL MONTHLY. 

The number now in attendance is easily 10,000. In Jtu1e 1888 there ,rere 
1314 young men and women graduated from the Iligh Schools of IoVl·a accord
ing to returns in the State Superintendent's office. Davenport graduated tlJe 
largest number, 58. She bas toe largest attendance this fall having an enroll
ment of 261, however the two Iligh Schools at Des b,loines aggregate a larger 
number Lhere being 394 enrolled in them. In October of this year there were 
one hundred ·tive High Schools which taught Latin, forty-six, German, three, 
Greek, one, French. As oppo3ed to this in 1875 sixty-three taught Latin, forLy
five, German, seven, Greek, and three French. 

Davenport has established a cooking school which is proving a success. 
Girls of the High School are given one lesson of one-half day in length each 
week. Systematic physical training and vocal music are receiving considerable 
attention in the larger High Schools. 

The people are supporting their High Schools generously. There are four 
High School principals who are receiving at present salaries of $1,500 eacb per 
annum. The largest salary ever paid to a High School principal in Iowa wa& 
$1,800 per year. Dubuque has the honor of having established tbe first High 
School and also of having paid her p1incipals the largest salary. 

Many of these High Schools are well equipped with apparatus, libraries, 
museums and buildings to do a very su1)erior class of work. and they are pre
senting very excellent results. 

COUN'.rY HIGII SCHOOL~. 

'\Vith the law permitting the establishment of graded schools provisions 
were made for the establishment of County High Schools. 11aturin L. Fisher. 
Superintendent of !'ublic Instruction, in his report in 18-58, says: ''The system 
of High Schools and Scholarships ht>re presented * * * is the identical 
plan recommended by tbe immortal Jefferson to the Legislature of "\Tirginia 
the next year after he wrote the declaration of Independence. Iowa, then the 
possession of a foreign Prince, afterwards annexed to tbe United States by his 
far-seeing policy, has been the first to adopt his statesman-like system of pub-
lic instruction." 

A County IIigh School was established in 18-58 under the provisions of this 
law at Albion, Marshall county. The measure seems to have been in advance 
of the public sentiment, and the aid of the State not being realized the school 

I 
, 

• 



439 

lline,uisbed and died in a year or t~'o. This provision vvas omitted in the revi 
sion of the school law in 1858. 

[n 1870 a la"' was enacted permitting each couuty having a population of 
t,vo thousand or over to establish a County IIigh School. It was modified in 
1873, and has since remained unchanged. The Board of Supervisors are author
ized to order an election for the establishment of a County IIigh School when
Pver they deem it best to do so. The Guthrie County High School is the ouly 
oue established under this law. It has done some very excellent work. In 
1884; one hundred and thirty pupils were enrolled in this school. More such 

. schools could be advantageously established in many cotu1ties which do not, 
have any good town High Schools. The expense would lie very light for the 
county at large, and would be of almost incalculable value in furnishing oppor
tunity for the higher training of teachers and in arousing the desire for a high
er scholarship in the youth. Brought right to the people's doors and the tui
tion free to all within tbe county, once established it would not readily be 
given up . 

.A few township High Schools have been established. One in Cbickasa~, 
County attained considerable local celebrity under a Mr. Stout, no,v iu Dakota. 
If county schools are ever destiued to be graded it seems to us that it must be 
done by a system of Township High Schools, in accordance with the plan re
commended l>y Hon. J. "\V. Akers, ex-State Superintendent of Public Instruc
tion. 

The plan appears entirely feasible, and is essentially in accord with the 
idea of the early founders of the system. 

1'his then is what our inquiries have shown us. From a one year's course 
in 18-56 to the ~Yell planned and well taaght four years' courses of 1889; from 
four or five public High Schools in the fifties to seventeen at the close of the 
rebellion in 1865, to forty in 1872. to 192 in 1889; from a fierce fight in their in
fancy to a loving support in their adolescence and a proruise of r~verence in 
their maturity. And why should this fruitage not developer \Vith such men 
a£ Senator IIarlan, Governor Carpenter, Judge 1~dams, Speaker Wolf, as the 
early teachers; with the enthusiasm of KisseU, Dow, IngaJls and Piper; with 
the vigor of Saunderson, Sudlow, ~tratton and Scott, with the cool judgment 
of Seerley, Stuart. Young and McNaughton, a worthy product should be 
brought forth. In looking over the annals of our schools we are surprised to 
see how many prominent men took their first political training in teaching. 
We discover John P. Irish teaching a graded school at $22 per month. Colonel 
Henderson once managed a school as adeptly as he now does a caucus. Indeed 
as a venerable lady who has seen much of schools remarked, "school te~tching 
a1fords much opportunity to manage people and is an excellent training in ele
mentary politics." 

The rapid and sturdy growth of the High School h~s been univ~rsal. It is 
tbe flower of the system. As Dr. Sears said of the High Schools of Massachu
setts twenty-five years ago, so we can say of our High Schools to-day: "There 
are no better schools in the commonwealth than some of our High Schools; 
and to these, families of the highest character prefer to send their children. 
Tbe effect of this 01ttler of schools is developing the. intellect of the common
wealth, in opening channels of free communication between all the more flour
ishing towns of the State, and the colleges, or schools of science, is just begin
ning to be observed. Tbey discover the treasures of native _intellect that lie 
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hidden among the people; make young men of superior mind:-; conscious of 
their powers; bring those who are by nature destined to public service to in
stitutions suited to foster their talents; and to give to tbe public, with all the 
advantages of education men who otherwise might have remained in obscurity, 
or acted their part struggling with embarrassments and difficulties.,. To-day 1 
the peole prize the High School as highly as they do the elementa.ry schools. 

Therelf),re some facts relating to the establishruent of lfigh Schools which it 
would be well nigh impossible to chronicle in a sketch of the limits of the pres- A 
ent. We have adopted the devise of showing these items at a view in maps. ..J 
Map I. shows the High Schools in 1865, at the close of the rebellion. The fig-
ures indicate the date of organization; pub., those supported at public expense; 
pr., those organized and supported by private means. The two County High 
Schools are also given here, though one was extinct before that time and the 
other was not organized until ten years later. There may be other High Schools 
whicll were established prior to 1865. Our authorities are: Old School Journals, 
County and City Super,ntendents' reports and a large number of manuscript 
letters. \Ve should like to correct any omissions "'e may bave made and to 
that end solicit information. 

Map II. shows the names of cities and towns which have public High 
Schools. The figures denote tlle numbers of years in the course of study. Au
thorities: Reports in the office of Stat&' Superintendent, Io,v A NOR ,rAL 

MoNTITLY Directory and manuscript Jetters from County Superintendents and 
others. 

W. W. JAMIESON, 
CITY :-;UPEHINTENDENT OF 1'IIE l(EOKUK HR.\DED ~CTIOOLS. 

For thirty years W. W. Jamieson has been identified witb lo'\Ya education. 
All this time he has taught continuously in the city of Keokuk. Not more than 
two or three educators in the State have worked so long in one place. 

Prof. Jamieson was born and educated in Pennsylvania. After receiving a 
common school training in Washington County, the place of his birth, he, in 
1847, went to Linsley Institute for one year, at Wheeling. ,rirginia. In 1848 he 
entered Washington College at Whashington, Pennsylvania. After three years 
of study in that institution, he graduated in Sept., 1851. During his last year 
as a student he was tutor of Latin and Greek in the college. 

Soon after leaving college he began teaching in an academy at Morgan
town, Virginia. One of the peculiar things about this academy was tllat it 
was partially endowed by a Lottery authorized lJy a State law of Virginia, an<l 
located at .Baltimore, Md. This endowment fund formed the basis for what is 
now the Agricultural College of West Virginia. This academy was ,rell pat
ronized by West Virginia and Pennsylvania and included among its students 
many who became brilliant alld talented men ,vho have distinguished them
selves in the army and in the learned professions in the East and West. In 
this institution Mr. Jamieson taught three years. Tbe following three years be 
spent in "\Vestern Pennsylvania engaged in buying " 'ool, and in merchandising. 
In the spring of 1858 Prof. Jamieson received an inYitation from some citizens 
of Keokuk, Iowa, to come West and establish a classical school in that city. 
He arrived in Keokuk on April -5th and opened the Keokuk <Jlassical and Math~ 
ematical Scbool, for boys only, 011 the 10th of May, 18-58. Ile began with thir-

• 
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teen pupils but under bis charge the attendance increased and the school 
prospered. Ile conducted this school for ten years, sending out young men who 
may now be found in various departments of business and professional life 
throughout the West. The training that the boys received from Prof. ,Jamieson 
was of that lofty character that makes men lovers of their country and of good 
citizenship. He as a teacher has been worthy of his high calling, instructing 
the mind and guiding the patbway of youth. 

In June, 1868, Prof .. Jamieson was invited to the Superintendency of the 
I(eokuk graded schools. Ile accordingly closed his classical scbool ,vith an at
tendence of seventy five students in order to accept the profered position. In 
this position he still labors, no,v serving his twenty-first year. On entering tbe 
Superintendency in Sept., 1868, a majority of the pupils of his private school 
now entered tbe lligh School under his supervision. IIe at once reorganized the 
Iligh School department, bringing it into harmonious relations \vith the lower 
~-Tades. More perfect order and gradation were established in the entire system. 
'l' he first class graduated from the Keokuk Iligb School in 1872. The gradua
ting classes since that time aggregate 321 pupils ,vho haYe received diplomas. 

Supt. ,Jamieson has constantly labored to bave good teachers employed and 
to make the tenure of office more permanent. In this be has been c111ite suc
cessful. IIe bas under his supervision a corps of competent, persevering, in
dustrious and devoted teachers in ,vhom, and in ,vbose work, he feels just pride. 

Ile has endeavored al\lrays to adapt the schools to the needs of the people, 
and to make the system a harmonious whole. The one man who, perhaps more 
than any other, has given the city of l{eokuk its present high standard of edu
cation and its excellent system of public schools, is W.W. Jamieson, who for 
nearly thirty-one years bas quietly, patiently, persisteutJy, conscientiously 
labored in tbe city to hold up before the people and pubils right standards of 
education and character. Only the Great Ruler above can rightly estimate 
this thirty years work in a noble cause. 

It may here be said that the Keokuk Schools rank with the best in the state 
. iu all that go to makf' a good system of graded schools. 

Supt. Jamieson bas \Vitnessed the marvelous development of our public 
school systen1 from its infancy, and no man in Io,va has a more patriotic 
1n·ide in the schools of Iowa than he . In teachers' associations he has taken 
leading part, anct in many normal institutes he has given Yaluable instruction. 

J. A. vVOODS, 
l'HJNC'Il'AL OF GIL\.l)J.;]) :--cnoQLt,; CLARIND.\ , ro,v A fi'OH 'l' ,VENT\-TUHEE YE.I.RS • 

. J . . A .. Woods of Clarinda l>elongs to the ranks of Iowa's veteran educators. 
Ile was born in Greenfield, 11ercer County, Pennsylvania, Feb. 7, 1835. Moved 
to Ohio, where from 18-56 to 18-58 he spent most of his time in study at an Acad
emy at l(ingsville. 

In 1858 .J. A. '\\¥oods entered one of Ohio's best educational institutions, 
11arietta College. Ile ca1ne clirectly to Iowa from :ri1arietta College in 186~, and 
in the spring of that year began \vork a~ a teacher in the prin1ary department 
of the Clarinda schools at S:l.S per month. Ilis collegiate training and his suc
cess as a teacher were soon recognized by the school board and in tbe fall of 
1862 he became principal of the <'larinda schools. This position be occ·upied 
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continuously from 1862 to 1887 with the exception of two years 1871 to ',:~, wllen 
he ,vas in charge of the Red Oak schools. Under his management tbe Red 
Oak schools wese first thoroughly organized and graded. IIe was recalled to 
Clarinda in 1873 continuing there as City Superintendent until June 1887. 

When J. A. Woods began work in tne Clarinda schools in 186~. there were 
but two departments and two teachers. When he left 1n 1887 there was a corps 
of seventeen teachers and an annual enrolJment of 730 pupih,. IIe grew with 
the gro"rth of the school Hystem under bis supervision. ..He made the Clarinda J 
schools what they are today. In the fall of 18G3, J. A. Woods was elected Coun- _.,1 

ty Snperintenaent of schools in Page County. Ile was twice re-elected and 
served over five years in the double capacity of Principal and County Superin
tendent, resigning the latter office in his sixth year, because he found the duties 
of the office to arduous in connection with the increasing labors of his position 
as principal. I-le did two men ·s "'Ork for more than five )'ears. He had an 
arrangement vi.ith the teachers of the county, whereby he was enablecl to visit 
schools on Saturdays and during bis vacation as prineipal. Few County Super
intendents of today know anything of the trials of the early County Superin
tendency. 1\1.r. Woods, during bis first years service in that capa0ity, used his 
own house for an office, made bis visiting tours o·,er the country on horseback, 
receiYing only two dollars a day for his services and paying one dollar and a 
half a day for the use of a horse. So be faithfully labored on for fifty cents a 
day, while the horse earned three times that amount. This was but the com-
mon experience of the early County Superintendents. 

' In Normal Institutes J. A. ,voods is also a veteran worker. He instructed 
in every institute except two held in l'age county for twenty-six years from 
1862 to 1887. He bas conducted institutes in other counties also. 

During his more than a quarter century 's labor in education in Iowa he has 
,Yitnessed the marvellous growth of our state and the development of our pub
lic school system. Iowa education and schools have received tbe benefit of his 
life's best efforts, and his years of labor are crowned v.1 ith suc<'ess, and the 
"well done·• of bis co-workers and the Great MasLer of the universe. 

A. vV. STlTART1 

CITY SUPERIN'rENDENT OF OTTU)[\\' A GRADED St'UOOL:--. 

.A.lbion \Vesley Stuart was born at Etna, Penobscot County, l\-lnine, June 
11th, 1839. IIis early life was passed in Orono, ~laine. He attended the High 
Scb0ol of Orono, and later Hampden Academy. Frorn the .A.cademy he enter
ed Bowdoin College at Brunswick, Maine, and graduated in 1863, at the age of 
twenty-four. Ilis life has been devoted to educational work. ,.\fter graduat
ing from Bo,Ydoin, be taught for two years in Anson Academy at North Ansony 
Me. ; then one year at Parsonsfield A.caclemy. During the year 186G-7 lle ""as 
principal of East Abbington High School, Mass. 

Iowa has been the field for his v.1ork for t\\·enty-one years. In 1867 .. A .. "\Y. 
Stuart came to Iowa and became principal of the ~Iarion Public Schools . 
.After two years of service there, he was chosen Supt. of the East Des Moines 
Schools, and remained in that position from 1869 to 1872. He was Supt of the 
Fort Dodge Schools from J872 to 1876. From Fort I)odge he went to Ottumwa 
as Supt. of the Public Schools of that city. In this position he is now serving 
bis thirteenth year. During these t"·elve years the city of Ottumwa bas great-
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ly increased in population, and the schools have grown accordingly. Thorough 
organization and system have been effected by Supt. Stuart. The schools 
no,v enroll about 2-500 pupils anually, and employ forty-five teacbera. Snpt. 
Stuart's salary has bf'en increased to $1900 per year. We state but a plain fact 
\Yhen ,ve write that the ()tturnwa Schools rank among the best city schools in 
lo\'ra. 

Supt. Stuart bas had large experience as an institute instructor. He is a 
cloHe student of the scienre and n1ethods of education. Ile is a teacher of 
teachers. He inspires a class of teachers while be instructs- we speak fron1 
personal knowledge, for we sat under his instruction in tbe Butler County In
stitute in 1876, and other years-we have witnessed his ,vork since. By him 
"·e were first lead to study the lives and methods of the great teachers. 

·For many years lle bas been an active member of the 8tate Teachers' Asso
ciation, and he is at present a member of the Educational Council. In hi~
manner he is open, pleasant, genial, communicative, whom to n1eet is always. 
a pleasure. 

R. G. SAUNDERSON, 
SUPERINTENDEN'l' OF BURLTNHTON SCHOOLS. 

R. G. Saunderson was seventeen years of age before he breathed the air of 
.. A.n1erican liberty and felt the inspiring influence of her free institutions. He 
was born in north Ireland in 1848, tbe year following the "Great Irish Fam
ine.·· In 1865 he came to America and stopped not until he came as far west as, 
Linn county, Iowa. He entered tbe Iowa State University and graduated in 
the classical course iri 1872 at the age of t,venty-four. 

II is first school teaching was done in a country district in Bt>ntou county, 
Iowa, in 1867: Immediately after graduation he was elected to the principal
ship of the Burlington High School. His efficiency and success ,vere marked 
from the very start. In 1873, the year after he entered upon t lte duties of his
position, the superintendency of the Burlington schools became vacant, and 
Mr. Saunderson was promptly elected to that posttion, in ,vhich he is now serv
ing his seventeenth year. Only two City Superintendents in Iov.1a have bC'en 
in their present positions for a longer term of years than has Hupt. Saunder
son. Since beginning bis work as Superintendent his efficiency has been reroQ'
nized and appreciated by the School Board and people of Burlington. Ilis 
yearly salary bas been increased several hundred dollars during his term of 
office, and he is now paid $1,900 per annum. Under Mr. Saunderson's supervi
sion the Burlingtou Schools have gro~·n to be among the largest city school 
systems in the State. In 1872-3 the average attendance was nbout l,~00 pupils, 
with a corps of 37 teachers. The average atLendance for 188U-7 was more than 
3,000, the total enrollment lieing 4,454. Now there are 85 te~ehers emp)oyetl to 
work under Mr. Saunderson's supervision. These teachers and pupils occupy 
eleven separate school buildings. The High School has a yearly enrollment of 
230, and employs seven teachers, including the principal, Mr. E. l'oppe. These 
statements give something of an idea of the magnitude of tbe work under tbe 
charge of Supt. Saunderson. During the past fifteen years there bas been a 
marked development in every line of work in the city system, New methods 
of instruction, as they have been found good by experience, have readily been 
introduced in all the grades. Mr. Saunderson is not one to be caught with 
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every educational '· Jack-0'-lantern theory" that comes to view, and yet be is 
progressive. ancl alert lo all improvement in i:;cbool work. In 1s,6 at the Cen
teuuial Exposition at Philadelphia the Burlington exhibit of pupils' examina
tions in competition ,,ith like "·ork from every civilized country received the 
highest c-on1meudation. and ,vere awarded a diplon1a and medal the highest 
a,vard given. .\nd this ,vas duplicated again at ··The ,, ... orld's Fair·: at Ne"· 
Orleans, in the \\'inter of 18S-1-5, ,vbere there \\'as nearly as <'omplete an exbil>it 

ot work. 
()ne can uol look through the printed proceedings of the ~tate Teacher:-.· 

1\ssociation for the past dozen years "·ithout noticing the name of R. CL Saun
den;on on many pages, shO\\'ing the various relations be bas sustained to the 
or~auization and the "·ork he has <lone. The first time the editor e,·er saw 
8upt. 8a11nclrrson wa~, at the State ,\ssociation at Independence in lSi!I. It 
"as at one ot the day sessions. and Mr. Saunderson had tbe floor; his tall fonu 
to,vere1l up just in front of the chairman. and \\'i th his long aro1s gesturing in 
a , igon>11s 1nauner. be ,vas defending ,vith fiery zea L the lo\\'a Iligh School. 
In this position be was pointE>d out to the editor. tllen a collE>ge ~tudent, as 
··Supt. :-5annderson of l\nrlington." .A.t that same meeting ~Ir. Saunderson 
\\as elect<>ll Prc•sillent and presirletl at the n1eeting of 18~. at l)es )loines. Ile 
is at pres<•nt a member of the J.:ducational Coun<'il. ... \ .s an Institute InRh·nctor 
he has h:\<l a large experience, and has done institute \fork in seYeral different 
connlies in ln\\·a. 

I<'. :\I. \\TITTER, 
< )TY -.{ ' l'l<:Hl...;TJ<,~l)l•:~ 1· (I) THE ,1e-..CATl"iE GlL\DEl> S( nooi.::-. 

_\houl sixty-five years ago ,John ,vitter and .A.aron l\liller, grandparents of 
th<• subject of this shet<'b, settlecl in Indiana a fe"' miles north of South Bend. 
In this ,icinity, on Pottage Prairie, in 8t ,Joe County, Ind . . Findley 11. Wit
ter "·as horn .. \..ug. 15, 1~38. lie "'as the first born child of a family of ten child
ren. seven uo,v living, of .Jaco\.> and Hebecca \Vitter. After attaining the 

proper age he attended the dis-
trict srhool of bis neighborhood 
until past ele,·(•n years of age. It 
\\'a~ in the spring of lS.50, about 
four years after lO\\"a was admit
ted as a. Slate, that Finley 11. 
\Vitter came \\'ith bis parents to 
Iowa, crossing the ~l ississippi 
river at Dubuque on a little horse 
ferry-boat. l lis father entered 
«rovernment land on Elk Creek 
'~ 

in J>ela\\' are County, about ten 
miles north of Delhi, and here on 
a new farm in a new country the 
\Vitter falllily settled. For the 
t,vo succeeding years Finley M. 
had no st·hool advantage.-;, for 
there "'as no school in that 
neighborhood. \Yhile living here 
he had advantages of t,vo tern1s 
of school in a log school house. 
In the spring of 1&5-t on account 
of the very sevrre winter, the 
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family decided to go farther south, and accordingly they settled in Decatur 
county, Iowa. H ere for three winters the log school house was still the temple 
of )earning. 

In the spring of 18-58 Finley M., not quite t,venty, desiring to see something 
of the "'ild west, made a trip, on a mule, to old Fort Laramie. A.t this time 
there were coun tless buffalo west of l{earney. To him this was a journey full 
of interest and excitement. 

In the spring of 1&59 be attended an Academy at Leon, Decatur county, 
and in the summer following taught bis first term of school in a very primitive 
Jog house. 

In September, 1850, he entered the Normal School Department of the Io\'\ a 
State University, which '\\'as then in charge of D. Franklin \Velis, who after
wards becan1e State ~uperintenclent. I-le con1pleted the course in two year:-;. 
having won a good reputation for scholarship and studious habits .. \fter teach
ing a sho1 t summer school near Leon. in 1861, he was elected principal of the 
Preparatory Department of the State University, but on account of a schism 
in the faculty he resigned before the scllool year opened. ,.~fter JiYe n1onths 
in Pleasant ,,.alley, Johnson county, he was elected principal of tbe Norlb f)av
enport School, as successor of W. 0. liiskey, " 'ho hnd resigned. F. 11. \Vitter 
was then about twenty-three years of age. 

H is success was marked, and at the close of the spring tern1, in 18!i2. lie 
was chosen principal of the Stone Building on Perry street. ~\t this time ~1· 
8. Kissell ,vho after,va.rds became State :-:;uperinteudent, \\'as in charge of the 
Davenport city schools. 

In October, 1863, .1Ir. Witter resigned his pohition to accept an agency in 
t he Home Life Insuranre Company. But in JJecember of that~ ear he ,,·ent to 
Muscatine, at tbe earnest solicitation of Prof. D. J<'. \\"ells, and accepted the 
principalship of the Sebool No. 2, no,Y the Fi rst ,v-ard. Ilere be attained snc·h 
n1arked success as a teacher in organizing, managing and instructing that in 
the spring of 18H4 be was requested by tlle School Board to submit a plan fo1 
grading the schools aud for establishing a IIigh School. ~l r. '\\Titter. after Yi:;

iting several cities ,vbich hacl graded schools, prepared and submitted a schen1e 
which v.•as adopted. H e was at once elected Superintendent of the city schools 
-0f Muscatine and prinfipal of tbe lligh School. If e served in this double ca
pacity from 1864 to 1881, when he resigned in March, 1891; to accept the super
intency of tlJe Muscatine Coal and Mining Uompany, whose mines were at 
\Vbat Cheer, Io,va. Ile retired from this business after t,vo years'residence at 
the mines, and in the spring of 1883 bought a sma11 farm near Muscatine. Af
ter t\YO years' residence here he was again elected Superintendent of the J\ilusca
tine schools in the summer of 188-5. This position he still retains at a salary 
-0f $1,500 per year. Ile is 011e of Iowa's most substantial and successful school 
men. He has devoted a quarter of a century to actual serYice in the schools of 
t he State. To him more than any other man is dne the excellent system of 
schools in Muscatine. 

rrof. Witter has long been an active member of the State Teachers' .... \.sso
ciation. Of the Southeastern Superintendents' and Principals' Association at 
Oskaloosa in tbe winter of 1874-5, be was preside11t. lie has ahvays been a 
student and has a bent for the sciences. I-le is no~v presidt>nt of the Musca
tine Arademv of Science. H e has published sevPral papers and pamphlets 
-0n Zoology, Botany, Geology and Astronomy. [!is re-call to his position iu 
1v1 uscatine after four years of absence is an indication of tbe estimate placed 
on his ability and success as a city superintendent of schools by the School 
Board and citizens of ~fuscatine. Prof. \,V itter's family consists of his wife, 
to whom he was n1arried in 1867, and three children. 
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JOHN l{. I~< >\\'\I.\K, 

--
'l'lle ne\\· suprrintenc1eut. of the :;tate Soldiers' ()rphaus: llou1e at I>a\'en

port is a "·ell- known lowa educator. ll<' has been engag-ed in s<'h11ol "·ork in 

Io,ya for th<' past sixteen years . 
. J. }{. ]lo" 11n111 is a nati\'e of l'cn11syl\'auia. born in ~fasontown ~larch 1. 

1 -1t;. ,Yith h1~ falht>r·s family he came tu lo\\·a in IS:51 antl settled 011 a farm 
in Cla ,·ton couutv. IIere 

• 

~ . 
he lived until he reached 
n1anhoou. ,vorkin g on 
the farm. and atteutling 
school but little of the 
time. But he had a 
strong desire to obtain 
an education. and ac
cordin~ly at the age of 
t,venty he left home and 
entered au Aeaden1y at 
Garna\'illo for the pur
pose of fitting hilnself 
for a physician. Ile at
ten d e d o n l y a f' e ,v 
mouths, then taught a 
term of srhool. and the 
follo·wing ,viuter stu11ie1l 
1uedici11e. Ilis studies 
in this din·ction led him 
to feel tlle neecl of 111ore 
education. so he left bis 
ml•llical hooks and ,vent 
to Iowa College " ·here 
he ren1ained t"·o year:,; 

- dili~entl) applying hiln-

~elf to study. IIe left College to teach for a time to earn money enough to 
complete his Colle~e course. I l e l>egan teaching in Scott county in an un
graded school, but his ,vork was so successful that in a short time be was called 
to the principa1ship of one of the Davenport sebools, in ,vbich capacity he la
bored for fourteen years HS a trusted and capable educator, until ~lay. lSfi..: 
when he resigned to accept the position "'hicb he no\\' ocrupies. ~1r. Ilo'\\·
man·s educational \York" as not coufined to the schools under his charge. lie 
has been fo1 ten years principal of the Davenport E\'ening School, doing ex
cellent ,vork in that field. Il is success as an instructor placed him in tleman1l 
fo1 normal institute ,vork in ,vhich he bas had a wide expe1;ence. 

1111871 :\tr. Bo,\'man was ma1rie<l, and bis wife, who bas proved to be tl> 
hi111 a help meet indeed, is uo,v matron ot tbe Homt•. I ler rare qualities of 
mind and heart eminently fit her for her ne,,· field of labor. 

1\-l r. Bo,vman is a man of genial disposition, of good jud1ru1~nt. a skilful 
instructor and a kind but firm disciplinarian. The position be and his \\·ifc• 
bold is one of numerous and, aried duties and of great responsibility. There 
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are 110\\· in ~the l!ouie :i-37 children, and in its service fifty employes ,.\ most 
€"\cellent i-chool is rnaintained. Connected with the I-Iome is a farm of ,5,:; acres 
and the sl ock thereon. To direct and supervise all these (lh·ersified illterestc;. 
to 1nake all llie purchases and keep all accounts correct, to see that the cbil
dJ en seYerally have tl1E>ir ctaily bread and clothing, a.nd kindly care and proper 
training. r1 q11ire unremitting attention and rare executive ability. But ~lr. 
a11d .olrs. Bo\, 1na11n, though less thau a year in the position, have shown their 
erninent fitness for the "·ork and their undoubted ability to meet all require
ments. Tlley are liked by both children and employes, and are unqualifiedly 
<'ommended l>y tlle Board of Trustees. In them the state has faithful and 
capable:servants. Under their management the Home is assured of inC'reased 
efficiency and usef ulnes~. 

]. B. YOlTN(~, 
< ITY SUl'EHINTENDEN1' OF 'l'IIJi; D.\ YENl'OR'l' OH.\Dl£D i-:(;IIOOL:-.. 

There are four cities in Iowa that pay the superintendent of schools $2000 
a year. DaYenport is one of these, and .J. B. Young is its scholarly and able 
school superintendent. 1'J r. Young is now serving his twenty-first year in the 
Davenpo1t schools, an<l his eleYenth as superintendent. Ile is a native of Xe"' 
York State, having been born h1 Franklin Co., ,July I-5th, 1884. Like many 
other Iowa school men, his boyhood years '\\'ere passed on a farm, where he be
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came accustomed to all the 
"prose and poetry'' of farn1 
life. Ile was, howeYe1-, early 
possessed with a desire to oL
tain a better education than 
the common schools of the 
day a.nd place afforded oppor
tunities for. But he was with
out the means. Nevertheless 
he deter1nined to venture for
,vard. By teaching school win
ters and ,vorking on a farm 
during summer vacations he 
earned the money needed to 
enable hin1 to reach the goal 
of bis educational ambition. 
He fitted himself for college 
at Franklin Academy, Malone, 
X. Y., and entered Middleburg 
College, ,rt., graduating there
from in the full classical course 
in 1861. Immediately after 

graduation, be was chosen principal of Lawrenceville .Academy, St. Lawrence 
Co., N. Y. He occupied this position until 1864, when be was invited to the 
principalsbip of Fort Covington Academy and the supervision of the Cnion 
Schools of that town. He remained in that work f om· years. In the fall of 
1868 he came to Davenport, Iowa, having been elected principal of tbe High 
School of that city, which position he held for ten years. In 1878, when 1-Iiss 
Sudlo,v, the superintendent, was appointed to a professorship in thelowaState 
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l-niversity, )fr. )~oung, on account of bis long and acceptable service in the 
Jligh School and his recognized qualifications for the place, became her suc-
cessor. 

The Davenport schools rank with the very first in the State. Ten schools 
hesides the Iligh School compose the system. Each one of these bas a princi
pal , .. ,.bo co-operates with tbe superintendent in the supervision of the work 
then~of. In comiection 1'itb one of these schools there is maintained a Train
ing School in which graduates of the Jligh School receive a year's thorough in
st1uction 1n methods of school managernent and in the theory and practice of 
teaching lief ore entering upon service in the schoolroom. The general efficiency 
of the city schools is due in no small degree to the work and influence of this 
school. • 

Tbe lfigh School had, in ,Jan. 1889, an enrollment of 270 1,upils. It en1-
ploys seven teachers including the principal. The total elll·ollment of the 
schools for the year 1887-8 was 4506, and the number of teachers ninety, besides 
ten special teachers of German. 

Last fall the School Board established in connection ,vith the pul>lic schools 
a cooking school, and equipped it with all the necessary apparatus and appli
ances. Girls of the High School and of the ninth grade of the grammar 
schools are admitted. 208 girls have availed themselves of its arl.vantages. It 
is in contemplation to insUtute, next year, a department of manual training 
for boys. Mr. Young is a quiet, but faitbful and successful worker in the position he 
occupies. He keeps himself and his schools abreast of the times in all the oest 
n1eans and methods known tc, the profession. He enjoys the confidence and 
esteem of bis teachers and of the community which he bas so long served. He 
bas been for many years an influential member of the State Teachers' Associa-
tion, and is now a member of its Educational Council. 

JAMES C. YOCUM, 
CITY SUPER[NTENDENT OF OR.ADED RCIIOOLS, CfIARLEg CITY-. 

ii 
Among the staunch school men of Iowa of the past twelYe years, J. C. 

Yocum, superintendent of the Cbarles City schools, deserves to rank. .S:e is a 
native of the Buckeye State; born in Mansfield, Ohio, !Ylarch 4, 1838. When a 
lad of eleven years of age he removed with his parents to Platteville. Wiscon
sin, in the fall of 1849. Ilere be had ~ood educational advantages, for Platte

,,., . 
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I ' 

ville Academy was then flourishing under the 
management of Dr. J. L . .l'ickard. In this 
Academy under the instruction of J. L. Pickard 
and his associate teachers, the subject of our 
sketch acquired a thorough academical educa
tion. He then became a student at Laurence 
University and later studied at the New England 
Conservatory of hilusic . 

. James C'. Yocu1n cbose teaching for his life 
"'ork and to this profession he has devoted bis 

);_ efforts for more than a, quarter of a century. He 
. , . taught bis first school when about nineteen years -· .. 
.i:,. ,· of age,. on the shore of Green Bay, \Visconsin, 

· ''" -~ 1:iff' "" ·. for $20 a month:and ''boarded around" as " 'as 

the custom in many localities thirty years ago . 
• ~fter concluding bis work as a student he was three years principal of 
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Brunson Institute at Point Bluff, ,visconsin, tben a young institution under 
the patronage of the M. E. Church. Then he was two years in charge of 
~1ount IIope Seminary, a similar school in Grant county, \-Visconsin. He had 
two yE>ars experience inlthe county superintendency of schools in .A.dams Co. in 
that state. In 1869 he became principal of the L odi public schools where he 
remained five years. From 1874 to '76 be was priucipal at Boscabel. 

It was in this latter year, 1876, that J. C. Yocum " ·as chosen superintend
ent of the Charles City schools, in Iowa. In tlJis position he is no,Y serving his 
thirteenth year. He brought to the Charles City schools a good ability and a 
wide experience that have made the schools '\Yhat they are to-clay: a well orga
nized, graded system, an honor to the town in which Prof. Yocum is unani
mously esteemed and appreciated. He is wholly devoted to the advancement 
of the work under his charge. and to the ~,eJfare of all his pupils 

He is well known and highly esteemed by the educators of Iowa. In tile 
State Teachers' Association he has taken active part and has been honored 
with various offices in that organization. He has been for some time a mem
ber of the Educational Council, a representative body of Io\va's representative 
educators. 

Prof. Yocum's family consists of his wife, to wbom he ,vasmarried in 1862, 
and seven children, the oldest one of which, a daughter, is now a successful 
teacher in the Charles City schools. 

WILLIAM WILCOX, 
SUPERINTENDENT OF TIIE )CASON CITY f;('IIOOL:-;. 

The man who is now superintendent of tbe Mason City schools is a na
tive of Illinois. He was born at Elizabeth, Jo Davies County, March 1, 1847, and 
lived there untilhe was fifteen years of age. In the spring of 1863, be removed 
,vith his father to 1-It. Vernon, Iowa, the location of Cornell college. '.rhis in
stitution be entered and graduated in 1867 at the age of twenty, the youngest 
but one of a class of eleven members. After graduation he was elected to the 
Grammar School in Tipton and at the end of the first year in 1868 be ~'as ad
vanced to the superintendency of the Tipton schools at a good salary. In 1870 
the School Board of Belle Plaine desiring a man to classify and grade schools 
of that place, called Mr. '\Vilcox to the principalship. 'l'be Tipton people were 
reluctant to bave him leave them, and at the end of one year thE'y recalled bim. 
His year at Belle Plaine was fraught v.'ith success and had gained for him a 
large place in the affections of the people, and when it was rumored that be 
was to leave tbem, a petition signed by all the business n1en of Belle Plaine was 
presented to the School Board, which petition asked to have Principal Wilc0x 
retained at a salary of $ 1200 per annum. At the end of a year's service at Tip
ton , the Belle Plaine people again tendered tbe principalship of their schools to 
him, offering to raise the salary one hundred dollars above the previous offer. 
Prof. Wilcox remained at Tipton three years and from there ~'ent to Manches
ter as superintendent of schools at that place. He remained in Manchester five 
years, fron1 1874 to 1879. 

In 1879 he resigned at Manchester to engage in mercantile business. In 
this he was successful for several years v,rhen be disposed of bis business and 
returned to the profession of his choice. Ile became principal ot tbe BelleYue 
schools in 1886 and at the end of one year he was elected superintendent of the 
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~1ason City Schools, and in ;1888 at close of the year he was re-elected for a 
term of three years at a salary of $1,300 per year. 

Supt. " rilcox al\vays endears himself to the pupils and people of tbe town 
in \Vbich be labors. Earnest, honest, upright in all bis ways; agreeable an(l 
pleasant in his manners; cleYoted and successful in bis profession-he is cle· 
serYedly appreciated. 

In connection with his \\·ork at 11ason City be puhlishecl tbe Cerro G·onlo 
-County Teacher ,Yhich ~erves as a me<l,ns of avvakening the people of the to\Yll 

and county regarding educational matters. 
Supt. Wilcox has clone institute work in several different counties. and has 

delivered lectures before institutes and normal schools. 
He was married to ABnie Betts, daughter of Judge Betts of Tipton, in 1 '->iO. 

Z. T. H1\WK, 
rRINCIPAL OF GRADED SCilOOLS, .AUDURON, 10\Y.A. 

Z. T. Ila.\\'k was born in Delaware County, Ohio, in 1848. When six ~ears 
of age he removed with his parents to Io,Ya and settled on a farm in Mahaska 
County. He grew up with the usual advantages and disadvantages of a farmer 
boy's life, attending the district school in ,vinter and working on the farm in 
summer. llis time at the district school was well improved, and he macle good 
progress in his studies. Later he attended the village school at Indianapolis1 

Mahaska Co., then taught by an excellent teacher, .A.. Updegraff, ,vho n1ade 
considerable reputation as city superintendent of schools at Oskaloosa and Si
gourney. After attending for a time Hull's Ulassical aud :Noro::al School at 
Oskaloosa, Z. T. Hawk began teaching at the age of nineteeH. Ile taught 
country schools in Mahaska, Poweshiek and Keokuk Counties. Ile worked 
ha.rd and spent his spare time from school duties in study. !Te gave special at
tention to primary u1ethocls. IIis work ,vas successful and attracted attention, 
and in the fall of 1870 he was solicited to take a position in the f!igourney graded 
schools, then under tbe supervision of bis former teacher, .A.. Updegraff. After 
spendiug one year in the intermediate and one year iu the grammar depart
ment, be was called to the principalship of the schools at Denison, in Qra,Yt'ord 
County. The school at Denison was to occupy a nev.1 building and it was to be or
ganized and graded. For this work z. T. I-lawk was especially fitted by his ex
perience in the different grades of work, from the primary to the high school. 
The fact that he spent eleven years in the Denison schools is the best commen
tary on his success as an organizer and a teacher. He carried the bchool through 
its growth from a school of two teachers to one of nine, and be graduated the 
first two classes from a High School course in the Denison schools. His tenn 
of service at Denison was broken twice: first by an attendance at the lo\Ya Ag
ricultural College, and second by one term's service in the County Superinten-
,dency during the years 1878-9. 

In 1887 be was elected principal of the Audubon schools, and at the close 
.of a year's service the board expressed its approval of his work by re-electing 
him for a term of two years. He is doing excellent work at Audubon, and the 
.schools were never in a more prosperous condition than at present. His twenty 
years' experience in the school work have been fruitful of success and of ad
·vancement to the great cause in which be is engaged. One of his strong el-

• 
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en1ents of success is his good executive ability. Of late years be has devoted 
n1uch time to the study of .Natural Science and Literature in the teaching of 
,vhich subjects he takes great delight All his life a student, he has acquired 
an education eq11al in extent almost to a college course. 

Z. T. Ilawk v.•as married in 1876 to Miss Emma Wheeler at Denison. She 
\Yas a successful teacher in the Denison Schools for t,velve years, and is no,v 
an able assistant to her husband in the Audubon schools. 

J. K. SWEENEY, 
CITY SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS. 

John Kane Sweeney " 'as horn in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, April 20th, 1629. 
I-Ie ,,·as the second child of ..l.ndrev.r and Rosana J{ane Sweeney. In 1832 the 
family removed to Jefferson Uounty, Ohio, and settled in a timbered region on 
what was to be a farm, but \Yhich bad no improvements but a ne,v log cabin. 
John K. had in this new home no school advantages until he was about nine 
years old, when he attended a "Subscription School' ' for a few months attain
ing some proficiency in the primary branches. ,Vhen eleven years of age be 
had the advantage of a District school in winter seasons but in the summers 
his labor was needed on the farm. or in carpentr.v with his father. During the 
winter of 1846-7 he enjoyed the advantages of a Select School taught by Rev. 
James Patterson, wbo afterwards became president of West Ministry Col
lege at New Wilmington, Pa. 

In the winter of 1847-8 l'ifr. Sweeney taught bis first school, in Carroll Co , 
Ohio. Having earned some money of his own be returned to Rev. Patterson's 
Select School where he studied for about half the time for the next four years, 
the remainder of the time being spent in teaching. In this school he gained 
considerable proficiency in Latin and Greek, besides the preparatory branches. 
In the spring of 1852 he entered Franklin College, at New Athens, Ohio. Ile 
graduated in the svring of lb54. During bis last two years as a studenthewas 
tutor in the college. This helped him to defray his expenses for which he had 
to make by his own efforts. After graduating Mr. 8\\'eeney engaged in teach
ing. In IS.5-5 he became principal of schools at Morriston, Ohio. In the spring 
of 18-'57 he resigned to come to Iowa. Ile began work in Washington Uollege, 
but after six months resigned because he could not get bis salary. Entering 
tbe public school \York, he was six years principal of schools at Morning Sun, 
and one year at Wapello. During his service at ~lorning Sun he was County 
Superintendent of schools in Wapello County for the years 1862-3. The salary 
of County Superintendent would not then support a man. 

In 1864 he became superintendent of the public schools of Washington, 
where be remained four years. During the year 1869-70 he was principal at 
Brighton. He resigned the position to accept the superintendency of the Cedar 
Falls Schools. After three year1s work tllere, he resigned on account of poor 
health. During the following year be was in charge of the Fairfield Schools. 
and during 1874-5 taught in Washington Academy. 

In 1875 be became superintendent of the East ,Vaterloo Schools, where he 
continued for eight years. 

J. K. S,veeney bas thus devoted more than twenty-five years to the educa
tional work in Io\\1a, as teacher in academy and college. as principal and City 
Superintendent of Graded Schools, as Uounty Superintendent and Institute In-
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structor. I-le became a member of the State Teachers' .. \.ssociation in 1859 and 
bas attended most of the sessions since, until 1884. 

Mr. Sweeney "'as man·1ed Feb. 20tb, 18-56. to Miss Harriet Henderson 
of New Athens, Ohio, who has ever since been an efficient and inspiring helper 
in all bis endeavors. They hn.ve since 1886 resided on their farm nt>ar Water
loo. Few men have labored so long and successfully in the educational "·ork 
as Prof. Sweent-y. 

ORION C. SCOTT, .A.. lvf., 
Ci rY SUL'ERINTENDENT OF hRADED!-,CI[OQLi:., OSKALOOSA. 

Orion C. Scott was born in Belmont, Ohio, .July 14th, 1851. Ilis father 
is a minister in the Methodist Protestant Cbw·ch. ..it fourteen years of age 
he came with bis parents to Iowa and settle<l at Tipton, ancl here he entered 
the High School. In the fall of 1870 he entered the Iowa State lTniversitv. 
'Vhile pursuing his course of study be taught seYeral terms of school, one 
year 1875-6, serving as .\.ssistant in the Oskaloosa High School. This he '"as 
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obliged to do in orrler to replenish 
bis finances sufficiently to meet his 
expenses ,vhile at school. 

In 1878 be graduated in the 
J>hilosopbical Course, receiYing the 
degree of Bachelor of Philosophy. 
Three years later he received the de
gree of .hilaster of Arts. \Vhile i11 
the "(;niYersity in addition to his 
regular course, he pursue1l the 
Course in Didactics under tbe in
struction of Prof. S. .N. .Fello"·s . 
And in 1880 for success- in teaching 
be receiYed the degree of Bachelor 
or Didactics fro1n tbe LTniYersity. 
In the spring of 1878, a few ""eeks 
before bis graduation, he was elected 
to the principalsbip of the J>ulJlic 
Schools of Tipton. lie remained in 
charge of the schools of that place 
for four years, when in 188:2 he was 

chosen princ1pal of the Oskalooso IIigh School. The lJublic Schools o1 ()ska
loosa \Vere at that time tuHler the superintendence of II . II. Seerley, no\.v Presi
dent of the State N"ormal School. Prof. ~cott did the work of I-Iigh School 
1>riocipal i11 such a successful and satisfactory manner "'hich " 'as recognized 
by all co11cerned, that in 1886, when II. II . Seerley resigned the city superinten
dency, O. C. :::lcott became the unanimous choice of tbe School l3oar<l as 
Supt. Seerley's successor. This movement \.Yas heartily seconded b~ the 
people of Oskaloosa. Since beginning work in Oskaloosa in 1882, Prof. Seott 
has had an increase of salary each year. Ile no\v receives $14-'50 per annu1n as 
City Superintendent elected for a term of two years. His three years' ser, ice 
in his present position has demonstrated his professional skill n.nd ability in su
pervising a system of Graded Schools. The Oskaloosa Schools ha Ye an an11ual 
enrollment of about l GOO pupils. For the accon1modatio11 of these there are 
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tive ::.chool buildings in which are employed thirty-two teachers under Supt. 
-:;cott's supervision. The High School bas an annual enrol1ment of about t,vo 

, hundred students, and employs a corps of five teachers . For the character of 
~·ork done, the good practical methods used, the progressiveness of the teach
ers. and for thorough organization, the Oskaloosa Schools have a most excel
lent reputation. 

Supt. Scott is one of Iowa's growing school men. He now holds a State 
Life Diploma from the State Board of Examiners. In Normal Institute ~'Ork 
he has had considerable experience. In the State Teachers' Association be has 
for several years taken an active part, having read some excellent papers before 
that body. 

0. C. Scott "'ivas married in June, 1879, ·while principal at 1'ipton, to 1Yiiss 
.o!ary Flagler, a graduate of a Michigan High ScbouL and a member of the 
first graduating class of the Iowa State Normal School. 

GEO. I. l\IILLER, 
CITY !'-UPERJ:N"TE:N"DENT OF HR.\DED SCHOOLS, BOONE, ro"·.\. 

Geo. I. 1iiller was born at Tbree Rivers, Michigan, about the year 18,Sf-i. 
Ile lived in Michigan until t,velve years of age when, in 1868, be came witt1 llis 
parents to Audubon County, Iowa, ~rhere they settled on a farm near Exira. 
After completing his elementary education in the Public Schools, he attended 
llillsdale College, 1"1ichiga n, for one year. Then, in 187:-J, he entered the Io"' a 
State ... \_gricultural College a.t Ames. It was necessary however for hi111 mostly 
to earu his O\VU rnouey to defray bis expenses at College. .\_nd this same ob
!:>tacle, ,~hicb is not reaJJy an obstacle in the way of getting an education. is 
" 'llat has brought out the plucK, persistence. independence and incliYiduality 
,of many a young man, as it did in this case. Ile worked on the farm and 
taugbt school to secure means to carry bin1 through College. Ile graduated at 
... \_1nes, i11 the class of 187,, ,vith high honors. '£he industrious farmer boy, the 
5uccessful an<l ambitious country teacher, and the college graduate, clicl not 
have to leave borne to secure a position. In returning home fro111 college he 
,vas chosen Prlncipnl of the Exira High School. After two) ears' :-;erYice here, 
he ,vns elected to the principalship of the Audubon .Pnblic Schools. Ile occu
pied this position until his resignation, six years later. In th(' capacity of 
principal at ..ludubon be acbieYed success and attained a rank a1nong the best 
ancl most progressive of the younger Io,va school men. To his Yaluable ser
,ices at. \utluhou the School Board paid a just recognition by largely increas• 
ing his :-;alary during his term of service. At the e-xpiration o1' his labors there 
the Boanl passed resolutions highly con1mending the able and efficient 1nanner 
in~ bich he had conclucted and managed the .\udul>on :Schools, and expresse(l 
sincere regret at his departure. The ne,vspapers of the to .. vn gave Supt. 
11iller rredit for doing 111uch in organizing and systematizing the Audubon 
~chools, attril>nting their high standing to his ability, energy and industry. 

Geo. I. 11il1er resigne<l at ..:\_udubon in order to accept the superintendency 
of the Boone Schools. \Yhicb ,Yas a marked and well cleserve<l promotion in his 
professional career. IIe ,vas engaged for one year hegin11ing in the fall of 1886, 
at a salary of $1200. ~\.t the expiration of the term his management had pro,ecl 
so successful and so satisfactory to the Board that he was re-employed ill 
1~87 for a tenn of three years, \Yith a salary of $1300 the first year, and an in-
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crease of $100 each of the following two years. He bas shown himself to be 
a skillful teacher and a thorough organizer in bis work at Boone. The schools 
under his supervision are of accredited bigb rank. There is an annual en
rollment of nearly 1200 pupils, and a corps of twenty-one teachers in the Boone 
Schools. The Iligh School had in Dec. 1888 an enrollment of 126 pupils under 
the instruction of three teachers. Supt. Miller is a master of the arduous de
tails of city supervision, and brings order, system and harmony into the work. 
In 1886 he received a Teachers' Life Diploma from the Iowa State Board of 
Examiners. Ile has been an extensive worker in Normal Institutes for the 
past eleven years. During tbis time he has been in regular attendance at the 
State Teachers· .A.ssociation in the meetings of v.•hich he has taken active 
part. 

D. W. LEWIS, 
CT'l' Y SUPI~RINTENDENT OF GRADED SC'IlOOLs, -nr ASill~<:TOX, IO\Y .\ . 

D. W. Lewis was the first born child of Griffith and Anna Wood Lewis7 

who are now both deceased. In Knox County, Ohio, his birth occurred Oct. 
20th, 183,5. In his veins may be traced the blood of English, Welsh and Dutch 
ancestors. When he was about two years old his parents n1oved to Morrow 
County, ancl three years later settled on a farm near .North Lewisburg, Cham
paign County, Ohio. Ilis parents V\'ere teetotalers and abolitionists, taking 
great interest in an questions of progress and reform. The children "'ere 
sent to the l>ublic Schools and the Friends' Schools of the neighborhood. 

In the fall of 1853, the Lewis family consisting of father, mother and six 
children, moved " ':th emigrant wagons to Iowa, and settled near Springdale, 
in Cedar County. Here for several years he helped bis father to improve a 
prairie farm, attending country schools in the vicinity during most of the
winter months. Twice for several weeks be attended the Tipton Union Schools 
then under the management of tbat zealous advocate of the Graded Schools7 

C. C. Nestlerode. He went to Ohio and studied one term at Greenwich Acade
my, and two terms at Oberlin. Ile then went to Poughkeepsie, N. Y. , and 
completed a commercial course at the ceJebrated Commercial College at that 
place. 

Bis first teaching he did in the home district in the spring of 1856 before 
be was yet twenty-one years of age. It was a subscription school of thirteen 
weeks. The rate-bill amounted to $44, and be boarded at home. Surely there 
was nothing in such a salary to induce one to follow the profession of teaching. 
But with a love for the Vi'ork and a taste for scholarly pursuits, he decided to
enter teaching as a life work. During the years from 1856 to 1865, besides go
ing to school, he taught nine terms in Iowa and Ohio. 

In January 1865 he went to Muscatine as Principal of No. 1. Gran1mar and 
Primary School. He served in that capacity with success m1ti1 June 1868. In 
the fall of that year he began work as Superintendent of the schools of Wash
ington, Iowa. He is now nearing the close of bis twentieth year"s labor in 
that position The school year of 1871-2, he and bis wife spent in the schools 
of the Winnebago Indians in Nebraska. 

In all, W. D. Lewis has devoted more than a quarter of a century to teach
ing in the schools of Iowa. lle ranks with the successful veterans in the 
State. The "\Vasbington Schools have grown up under his superYision. Systemt 
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good orcler, and gradation a.re maintained. He is quiet and unassuming in his 
,vork but none the less thorough and efficient. There is nothing of noise and 
tinsel and show about his ,vork. 

Ile is one of the pioneer institute workers in Iowa, though the condition 
-0f his health has not per1nitted him to do much in that field in recent years. 
For rnany years before the Normal Institute law of 1873 " ·as passed, he in
::;tructed in institutes. He taught in two of the early institutes in C'edar 
(-0unty and in the first session of the Washington County "Normal Institute1 ' 

and in the 11uscatine County Normal at its second session. He has worked in 
ten sessions of the \Vasbington County Institute either as conductor or in
s tructor. 

Supt. Lewis bas taken a lively interest in County, District and State 
Teachers' Associations. He bas attended twenty-one sessions of the Io,~•a 
State Teachers' • .\.ssociation and five sessions of the Natio11al .A.ssociation. Of 
the State .A.ssociation be has been treasurer since 1867, and now holds that of
fice. He has been for son1e time a member of the EducationHl Council of the 
~tate Association. 

In 1871 he was married to Miss Mary ,J. llamilton who had been a teacher 
in the Washington Schools for seven years, most of the time in tbe High 
School. Since their marriage she h,1s taught in the Grammar Department of 
the schools eight years. She has for many years been an instructor in the 
Washington County Institute. Sbe is a graduate ot the Normal Department 
<>f the Io"·a State University i-n the class of 1864, and is a successful teacher 
in school and in Normal Institutes. 

J. ]. McCONNELL, 
CITY $UPEHINTKNDENT OF GRADED SCIIOOL:-1 , A'l'LA~TIC. 

The Atlantic public schools baYe an annual enrollment of about tweh·e
bundred pupils. Twenty teachers are en,ployed, and they all work under the 
Superintendency of .J. J. McConnell who has supervised the work of the .\..t
iantic Schools for the past nine years. 

Tennessee is the birthplace of J. J. McConnell. Ile ,vas uorn in 1861. 
When be "'as six years of age his family moYed to Iowa. .A.t the age of twe,nty, 
in 1871, he entered the Iowa State University. He graduated in 1876 and im
mediately went to Albia as assistant principal of the schools. From there he 
went to Oskaloosa where he was for two years principal of tbe high school. 

In 1879 he was chosen Superintendent of the Atlantic pulJlic schools, °"'hicb 
-positlon he now retains at a salary of $1200 per year. 

He bas had consideraole experience in institute work in several different 
~ounties. His businesR and educational abilities were honored by the State 
Legislature electing him a member of tbe Board of Regents of the State "Gui
versity in 188fi, for a term of six years. 

~Jr. 1HcConne11 is yet in bis thirties, and if he continues in the school ,vork, 
be yet has the best of his life to deYote to the cause of education. He has 
proved himself to be one of lo\Ya's thorough Hnd successful public school men. 
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J. W. McCLELLAN, 
CITY ~UP}l:RIN'l'ENDEN'l' OF GRAD ED SCilOOLS, YIN'l'ON, IO"'.\. 

John W. ~IcClellan was born in Coatsville, Chester County, Pennsylvania. 
He received bis education in the schools of his native state, attending the pub
lic schools and then pursuing an academical and collegiate course in Academia, 
Pennsylvania. 

He taught in the public schools of Chester county for three years, and then 
for two years had charge of an Academy of which he was proprietor, in his na
tiYe to,vn. 

r n 1869 be can1e to lowa and took charge of the Marion public schools. 1n 
this position he served continuously for twelve years. In 1881 he resigned the 
superintendency of the schools to enter upon the duties of postmaster in Mar
ion, to which position be bad just been appointed. 

During bis twelve years' '\\"'Ork in superYising the f\{arion schools he gained 
a state-wide repuation as an efficient, successful and popular City Superinten
dent. The Marion schools made a large growth during those twelve years. 
The high school , of ,vhich bis v.•ife was principal, became one of the best in. 
the state. During these years 115 pupils ,vere grauuated, who are now occupy
ing various positions in the business and professional "\\'alks of life. 

In November, 1884, Prof. McClellan resigned the office of postmaster at 
Jtlarion, his wife succeeding him in the office. in order to accept the superin
tendency of the IYlt. Pleasant schools, which position had been made vacant by 
the dro\\·ning of Supt. '\\r olfe. After one year's serYice at Mt. Pleasant be ,vas 
engaged on a three years· contract to take charge of the \'iuton Schools, and 
he 1s now serving his first year 011 a scond contract at \Tinton. 

Supt. McClellan, wherever he ,vorks, is not only a teacher but also a good 
citizen, and a congenial and pleasant man among 1nen, and these elements 
make him one of the most popular scboolmen in Iowa. 

In 1884 be received from Lafayette Collt>ge, Penn., the degree of Master of 
Arts. In 1886 he ,vas granted A Teacher's Life Diploma for Iowa by the State 
Board of Examiners. 

Ile is one of the Iowa schoolmen who is wide awake to the demands of tlte 
clay and the interests of tbe growing school system of the state. Of the State 
.A.ssociation he has been a member at every annual meeting but two since 1869. 
He was a n1ember of the Executive Con1m1tt.ee of the Association for three 
years beginning with 1878. When the State Teachers' Reading Circle \\·as in 
augurated by the State Association. he was elected a me1nber of, and served 
three yea.rs on the first Reading Circle Board of ~tanagers. In this capacity he 
did arduous and efficient service for tbe cause. 

In Normal Institute work, he bas had a large experience>, ha, ing instructecl 
in several different counties. 

Ile bas had nearly t\venty-five years experience in the educational work,'of 
,vhich seventeell years have been devoted to the ::,cbools of Iowa. Liberal in 
his educational vie\vs and methods, public spirited as a citizen and educator, 
successful and popular as a City Superintendent, he bolds a deserving place in 
the ranks of Io,va1s best scboolmeu. 
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l\1RS. H. L. J. McCLELLAN, 
BlGil :-;CHOOL PRINCI.P AL. 
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1'lle lady whose name heads this brief sketch is the wife of the well kno°'vn 
Supt. J. W. McClellan of ,inton. For more than twenty years she bas been 
his better half, if not, bis better t\'i•o-thirds, in the educational work. 

1lrs. McClellan was born in Cochranville, Chester county, Pennsylvania. 
~he received her education in the public schools, and later in the Acaaemy of 

... llebron Hall , in her native county. After leaving school she began teaching 
in Chester county where she taught for six years. 

In 1869, she came with her husband to Iowa·. She entered the Marion High 
School as principal, Mr. McClellan being superintendent, and served in that 
capacity for eleYen years. 

In 1884 she v.'as appointed Postmaster at Marion to succeed her husband 
who resigned to go to 1Y1t. Pleasant. She held the office until her resignation 
in 1885, preparatory to removing to ,rinton at which place her husband bad 
been chosen city superintendent. At ,,.iuton she was chosen High School 
principal serving iu that position until the close of the school year in 1888. 
when she resigned. · 

Mrs. McClellan is one of tbe most capable, efficient and best known High 
school principals in !O\\'a. She has for many years b0 en au active \'i1orker in 
the State Teachers· Association, serving 011 various important committees. 
She was president of the Department of Secondary Instruction of the Associa
tion in 1888. 

Sbe is one of the f~\'>' ladies in Iowa holding Teachers' State Diplomas, re
ceiYing her diploma from the ~tate Board of Examiners in January, 1886. 

S. S. TOWNSLEY, 
('[TY RUPERINTENDE~T GRADED SCHOOL~, STOH~I L .\_KE. 

S. S. Townsley is a natiYe of Iowa. born at Brighton, ,vashington county, 
.July 20, 1852, He was the oldest in a family of six chtldren. His parents being 
farmers, he grev.• up on the farn1, inured to all the hard labor pertaining there
to. His early education was o' ,tained in tbe district school of the neighbor
hood, When sixteen years of aJe be entered the Brighton public schools, con
tinuing two years. Ile then ,vent to the Eastern Io,va Normal School at that 
time located at GrandYiew, which was under the management of E. R. El
dridge. From this institution he graduated in the classical course in 187'~. 

After graduating he became principal of the Brighton schools near hi& 
borne and ,vb ere he bad formerly been a ( tudent. At the close of one year's 
service he " 'ent to the National Normal University presided over by Alfred 
Holl>rook, and after 50 weeks study received diplomas from the Business 
and Teachers Couxses and the degree of B. S. for completion of scientific 
course. 

During 1875-6 be was principal of schools at Zionsville, Indiana. Ile then 
returned to Iowa and served as principal at Columbus City two years; went to 
Neostra, Kansas, for one year and returned to Columbus City for two years, 
1879-81. 

In 1881 S. S. Town3ley ,vas elected principal of the l{noxville schools vl'here 
he remained six years doing excellent ,vork as he had in every other position he 



460 IO\V A NORMAL Mu~TllLY. 

had filled. In 1887 he became city superintendent of the Storm Lake sc-boosl 
where he is now nearing the cl0se of his second prosperous year. He bas been 
considered one ()f Iowa's staunch school men for several years, a successful 
teacher and a progressive student in all that pertains to his profession. 

In normal institute work he has had extended experience both as instruc
tor and conductor. He has been a member of the State Teachers' Association 
since 187,5 and has freqnenUy taken part in the program and business of the 
~\ssociat,ion. In 1886 he received from t.he State 13oard of Exan1iners a teach
ers' Life Diploma for Iowa. 

• 
JAMES IvicNAUGHTON, 

CJTY F.l'l'ERINTENDl~N'l' OF ORADED SC HOOLS, COUXCIL BLUFF:--. 

For three years after assuming the city superintendency of the Council 
Bluffs schools, James McNaughton had the honor of receiving the highest 
salary of any one engaged in public school work in r ,)v,•a . Bnt recently DaYen
port and Sioux City have taken rank with Council Bl nffs in respect to Superin
te1.Jclents' salaries. Among tbe able and experienced school men ,,ho give to 

Iowa1s city school system the 
reputation for efficienc~ and 
progressiveness in all depart
ments, none occupy a more 
prominent place than tbe sul.,
ject of this sketch. 
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James McN augbton ·was 
uorn of Scotch parents, Feb. 8, 
1837, at Sincl?.irville, Chautau
c1ua county, New York. He 
inherited those sturdy mental 
characteristics of the Scotch 
which have long given that 
race an historical distinction . 

= .,, After obtaining an ele-
= mental:'y education in the dis-

1/ , trict schools in the neighbort hood of his boyhood's bon1e, 
1 he, in the fall of 18-:52, entered 

Ellington r\cademy to prepare 
for college. Ile was a diligent 
student and thoroughly uias-

tered every subject he studied. \Vbile vursuing his studies he occupied n po
sition in the Academy as an assistant teacher. During bis career at the .. \cad
emy be bad .some experience in teaching country school in vacation. 

In .1\pril 1855, at the age of eighteen, he entered the last term of the Fresh
man year at .Allegheny College. In 18.36 he was obliged to leave college in 
order to replenish his depleted finances, for be bad to pay mostly his o,vn way 
at coJlege. Jle taught in Lancaster Male Seminary in Garrard county, Ken
tucky, and for t\\'O years had charge of Bath Seminary at Owingsville in tbnt 

slaLt'. 
ln connection with bis work as a teacher during his stay in ltentncky. he 

J .., 
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pursued his college studies and in 1862 be returned to ~\_llegbeney College, 
passed the examinations in the classical course, ranking highest in Latin and 
mathematics, and received the degree of A. B. Ile t hen went to Michigan 
llniversity at Ann Arbor and there studied civil engineering. higher 1nathe_ 
ma tics and chemistry, for a year, at the same time taking a course of law lec
tures iu toe l Tniversity. 

On leaving Ann Arbor be-returned to New York and continued the study 
of la~· at Fredonia. .But the public schools soon laid claim to his abilities and 
efficiency as a school man, and he was in 1863 elected school com missioner in 
the county of his birth. 'l'his office corresponds to tbat of the county superin
tendent in Iowa. After four years service in this office be was re-elected in 
1867. In tbis capacity be labored for neal·ly six years, giviug more system, 
thoroughness and efficiencv to tbe public schools of Chautauqua county. 

ln 1869 he resigned the office of Bcbool Commissioner to accept the superin
tendency of the public schools of Corry, Pennsylvania. For the twenty years 
since that time he has devoted himself to the work of city superintendence of 
schools. After a fe\v years' work in Pennsylvania, he came ,vest in 1871, and 
since that time has spe11t nine years in the scbools or Miunesota and nearly 
nine years in lo"'a . 

From 1877 to 1881 he \Vas superintendent of the Cedar Fa.lls schools, going 
fron1 there to tbe superintendency of the Winona, Minn., schools. 

After two year's service at Winona he returned to Io,,a jn 1883, having 
been elected superintendent of the Council Bluffs schools at a salary of $2,000 
per year. He is now nearing the completion of his sixth year in that position . 

The Council Bluffs schools have an annual attend<'lnce of nearly 3,000 pu
pils. The enrollment of the IIigh School being about I.SO. There are 65regular 
teachers employed in the schools. Tbe ,vork is ,veil orga,nized under Supt. 
McNaughton's supervision. He has rare executive ability and would success
fully ruanage a much larger system of schools than that of Council Bluffs. In 
those faculties of mind wbich make a ~rise legislator, a good executive, and a 
fR.ithful judge, Supt. ~lcN augbton is especially strong in the work of school su
pervision. These qualities, united with strong mental characteristics, broad 
scbolarshlp, and more than thirty years succes8ful experience in various fields 
of the educational work, make him one of the most potent ,,orkers among the 
eduactors of the West. 

Aside from the ,vork in the city schools of Iowa, Supt. McNaughton has 
been engaged extensively as instructor, conductor and lecturer in Normal in
stitutes. The work always comes to him unsolicited, and many requests for 
his services be is obliged to decline. In the State Teachers' Association be has 
held an active relation during his nearly ten years in Iowa. He has read sev
t>ral a.ble papers before the Association. In the deliberations of the Educa
tional Council, of which be ha~ been a member, he took an active and influen
tial part. 

After graduating h·om college James McNaughton did not give up his 
scholarly pursuits. Ile in connection with his school work pursued the studies 
of a post graduate course, passed the required examination, and received the 
degrees of~.\.. M. and Ph. D. 

In 1869, the year in which he resigned the office of School Commissioner in 
Nev.• York, bA was marrie<I to Miss .A .. J. Wilson , of Jaruestown , N. Y. While 
be has been su<"cessful in life's undertakings, bis marriage has proved to be the 
most, ~uccessf'ul trausaction of bis Jife. There are now in his home two child
ren , a son aged fifteen and a daughter of eleven yea.rs. 
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ALBERT C. ROSS, 
CITY SUPERINTENDENT OF H.A)lPTON GRADED ~CHOOLl'.. 

In a small cabin home on the heights of the Allegbaney l{ange, in Somer
set Co., Penn., Albert C. Ross was born on the 27th day of June, 1847. There 
he grew to manhood under the careful guidance of C'hristian parents. At the 
age of seven he commenced going to school, walking a mile and a quarter to 
one of the old-time. log structures furnished with slab seats. From that time 
until be was sixteen he attended the District School regularly during the win- ~ 

ter months, and worked hard on the 
farm in the summer time. In that way 
be early formed studious and industri-
ous habits. 

During the last four years of his 
school Jife in the country. be was fortu
nate in having teachers who had receiv
ed Normal School training. In the sum
mer of 1863, be attended a Normal 
School for one term and ·was then able 
to get a first class certificate. After 
teaching two terms in his native State 
he moved with bis parents to Wooster, 

~ Ohio, in 1864. In tbat State he spent 
: the time for three years in going to 
school in spring and fall, working on 
the farm in yacations, and teaching in 

: the ·winter season. 
;{ Mr. Ross early euhibited the traits 

?.f of a successful teacher. He had ,vitb
c:;.Jf:· out difficulty managed large Country 

\:~:~:-.-. ~:!::-:-:,•~~ ·""-,._'f::f..\~--- Schools iu wllich many of the pupils 
· ~.::;;:~-~·= ~-:,:~,:.it ···0···"' were young n1en and young women 

grown. From a begin11ing at less than $20 dol!ars per month his wages had in
creased from time to time until he received $50 per month in a school near Elk
hart, Indiana. Ilis snccess in the District Schools soon gained him an election 
as Principal of a \Varel School in the city of South Bend, Ind. After serving 
two years in that position he declined a re-election that be might attend school 
to secure a more thorough 1•reparation for bis work. 

In 18i0 he entPred \Vittenberg College, at Springfield, Ohio, where be gained 
a reputation for close application to bis studies , for tbo1·ougl1 scholarship, for 
high rank in his classes, and for good work in the Literary 8ociety of wb1cb he 
was ,t member. 

In 1874, after leaving College, he resumed the work of teaching in the 
capacity of Principal. at New Troy, Micb. '''hen be had served tbereoneyear 
be v.1as r&-electf'd for another year at an increased sa.lary; but before he bad 
comme11ced its duties, he was chosen .Principal of the schools at Tipton, Cedar 
Co., Iov,a, "here he began his work in September, lk75. IIe filled that position · 
for nearly three years giving close attention to organization, ~radation ancl 
systematic work by whicb he left the schools in excellent condition. 

In March. l87fl, he resigned his place at 1'ipton to accept a similar one in 
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the public schools of Osage, Iowa. a t wliich place be worked ,viih popularity 
and success for five years. Prof. Ross closed his work at Osage in Jan. , 1883, 
to engage actively in the newspaper business iu which be had been finan cially 
interested for a, year previous. But be was soon recalled to the educational 
\York. In the summer of 1883 he accepted the superintendency of t he Hampton 
graded schools, where be still continues to render efficient service as an edu
cator in t he midst of bis sixth year in that position. H e is serving on a t'\vo
year contract and is doing a good work for the H ampton schooJs. Ile is famil
iar with graded school work in every particular, up with t be t imes on all phases 
of educational work and thought, anrl is f3:itbful and persistent in all his 
duties. In management and supervision be is especially efficient. In Normal 
Institute work be has bad much experience and in many different counties. 
In teachers· associations he is always ready for an active part. Ile has been 
twice secrE'tary of the Iowa State 1'eacbers' Association, first in 18b6, a.ndagain 
in 1888. R e hHs also been t\vice honored with the vice-presidency of the asso
ciation. He has now been in the educational work for twenty years, thirteen 
of '\Yhich have been spent iu the state of Iowa. 

By uniting the skill , scholarship and efficiency of a teacher with the sterl
ing qualities of a cbristian gentleman, be gains the esteem of bis friends and 
commands the respect of the people. 

FRED. A. JACKSON, 
CITY :--UPERf:'.'l"TENDENT OF <tR.ADED SCH OOLS, 1\<fT. PLE.AS.ANT, 10,vA. 

Frederick Asbury Jackson ,vas born in Springfield, Massachusetts, August 
11, 1860. His father being a Methodist clergyman, be consequently lived in 
several different towns i11 Massachusetts during bis childhood and youtll, but 
most of the time in tbe suburban towns of Boston. ' 

IIis early education was obtained in the public schools of the to,vns in 
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after leaving college. 

which be lived. Ile entered the famous Boston 
Latin School, graduating in 1877. T his is one of the 
schools of this country ,vhich have become land
marks in our history. It was founded in 1633, three 
years before old H arvard, and it numbers among its 
stndents such great Americans as Ben. Frankliu , 
t he Adamses, the Quinceys. Otis, \Yendell Phillips, 
Charles Sumner and many of Boston ·s great men . 

Fron1 the Boston Latin School in 1877 he entered 
the Wesleyan University at Middletown, Connec
ticut. He graduated from this institution in 1881 
at the youthful age of twenty. His excellent home 
c1dvantagPs , and bis thorough pul>lic school and col
legiate training gave hi m an excellent preparation 
for the profession in " 1bich be iwmediately engaged 

In 18~1 Lie bega.n teaching and has been in the work continuously ever since 
that time. The fi rst year be was professor of science in Pennington Semi
nary, Remington, N. J. This school is among tbe most reputable institutions 
of its kind in the East. The following t~·o years, 1882-84, be was vice principal 
and Professor of Mathematics and Language in Union Academy at Belleville, 
:Xe,v York. 
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In the summer of 1884 he came to Iov.•a aod "~as chosen principal of the 
Monticello public srhools. Ile occupied this position three years. In 1 he fall 
of 1885 in ronnection ,vith his school duties be served as county superintendent 
of Jones county for four mouths. Tbe vacancy in that office was caused by the 
resignation of Suµt. Luther Foster who remo,·ed to Dakota. 

F. A . • Jackson was not long in gaining recognition among Io,,·a school men 
as a man of good scbolarsh iv and educational abilities. Ile showed himself 
to be a skilfu1J organizer \,y at once putting ordf>r and system in the 11onticello 
Rchools "'llich for some time had been in a poorly organized condition. 

In .. \pril 1887 he resigned at ~lonticello to accept the city superintendency 
of thf> 11t. Pleasant ~chools. A.fter a year·s sf>rvice in that capacity the 11t. 
Pleasant School Board sho,ved 1 heir appreeiation of bis tact, energv and suc
cess as superintendent by electing him for a term of three years. Ile is now 
serving his first lear on the first three-year contract eYer made by a Mt. Pleas
ant School Board. Supt .• J aekso11 is doin~ an excellent \\'Ork for the 1ft. Pleas
ant School!'l. Ile is a man of scholarly attain1nt>nts and practical views. Ile 
rides no hohb) in bis eclurational work, but believes in-<'onducting the schools 
on a plan to meet the wants a11rl condition:-- of the titues. 

In the State Teachers' .~s1-1oei;-1tion hf> il'l already \,·ell and faYorably kno~·n, 
aocl has taken part in the 1irograrnme at difl'erent times. Ile has done nlore or 
less institutP "\\'Ork earh summer since con1ing to Iowa, in which he has proved 
a success. Ile is a pnhlic spirited citizen as \\'ell as a practical tec1cher. In 
1886 he \Yas married to ~liss J~1nma .Jennings of Se,vickley, Penn 

C ITY -..ePEIUNTENDE:-l'' l' OF OR.ADED SCHOOLS, ~lA<il'OJ,ETA. 

Charles('. l)ulll"Y was born in Guilford, :Ne"' Ilaven County, Connecticut, 
.January 2n, 18-ll. JI is early educa,tion was obtained in the district school. 
When fitteen years of age he entered the Guilford Institute where he pursued 
his studies for five years. It ,vas his intention to prepare for Civil Engineering. 
\Vhile ,L student in the institute, he was placed in charge of classes in matbe-
1natics for one term in the absence of an instructor. The satisfaction expressed 

with bis work and his own 
love for it , lecl him to contem
plate teaching a!'< a profession. 

Ou leaving Guilford Insti
tute in 1861 at the age of t\\1enty 
be engagt>cl in tec1<'hing in one 
of the districts in the tov.·n of 
Clinton, Connecticut. ~·ithin a 
stone's thro"' of where Abra
ham Pierson ealled together 
the first class in the founding 
of 1. ale Uollege. For this 
fu·st term's ,vork be recei vetl 
$16 per month and "boarded 
around, seven meals to a schol
ar" for tbe sixty-four pupils 
eurollecl in bis 5cltool. At in
creased pay he remained in 
this school three -v.•inters. lle 
then \vent to teacll in the lar
gest district of his natiYe town 
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where he served three successive winters, working on the farm during the sun1 
mer. 

[n 1867 he ,Yas chosen to a position in a graded school in the city of .Bridge
port Conn. He was re-elected in 1868 but resigned in order to accompany bis 
parents to Jones County, Iowa. He had been in his new home out a few months 
when be was solicited to return to Bridgeport to take charge of the scllool in 
which he bad worked before coming West. He accepted the call and after one 
year's service, he was elected principal of the Union School, one of the largest 
in the city. At that time the nine school districts of Bridgeport vrere all inde
pendent districts. His ability, efficiency and success as a principal placed him 
in demand in Bridgeport. Ile was again called to the district in which he first 
taught in that city. Ile was offered a five year contract at $1,500 per year. 
The contract was made l13gal by a special committee appointed by tbe Yoters of 
the dist1ict witout a dissenting voice, in special meeting conYened for that pur
pose. This is perhaps the only five-year contract ever made with a public 
school teacher in the United States. 

In 1876 at the urgent request of his aged parents he returned to Io"·a and 
soon aftei- his arrival he was chosen to take charge of the schools of Maquoke
ta. In this position he is now serving his thirteenth year. He bas acted as 
High School principal and city superintendent. The schools have grown dur
ing bis career, Assuming charge of the Maquoketa Schools ,vben they were 
in a chaotic condition, he soon reduced them to order and system, and with su
perior tact, sound judgment, and good executive ability, he has built up and 
controlled the schools without friction. The first class graduated from the 
High School in 1879. Large classes have continued to graduate each year since 
that time. The pictures of 117 graduates now adorn the High School room. 

At this time, the winter of 1888-9, the Maquoketa High School has repre
sentatives at the State University, Upper Iowa University, Cornell College and 
Iowa College, in Iowa; at Rockford Seminary and Dixon, Ill.; at Oberlin, 0., 
Mount Holyoke, Mass., and at the U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Md. 

Supt. Dudley maintains an excellent High School and a high standard of 
scholarship for the students. He bas demonstrated that there is no good rea
son why the lligb School should graduate a less number of boys than of girls. 
During the last three years he has graduated 25 boys and 25 girls. The class of 
188!=! contain an equal number of boys and girls, and the High School at present 
has more boys than girls enrolled. The minimum requirements for graduation 
from the l[igh ~chool are such as will admit the student to the Freshman class 
of tbe 8tate University. The popularity and high character of the High School 
is shown somewhat by the fact that over $7,000 tuition has been collected from 
non-resident pupils in the High School during Prof. Dudley's career. 

He has during his career made the best public school geological collection, 
perhaps, that there is in the State. It has cost the district nothing except the 
cabinet cases containing the specimens. Ile is in all that pertains to his schools 
and their highest interests a faithful and arduous worker, giving to them his 
time, and bis best abilities. The high rank of the Maquoketa schools is due to 
the successful efforts of Supt. Dudley. 

While in Bridgeport, Connecticut, he succeeded in capturing one of the 
best teachers in the schools of Middletown, Conn., Miss h'Iary Hurd. She has 
been his faithful and competent assistant in all his efl'orts and undertakings 
in life since their marriage. Two children, a boy and a. girl, have blessed the 
union. 
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R. G. YOUNG, 
,CITY SUPERlNTE~DENT OF HRADED SCHOOLS, E.\ST ~IDE, "\V ATER.LOO, Jo"· .A. 

Robert G. Young ~•a-; born in Woola.vington, Somerset county, England, 
March 26, 1852. Tile fi rst four years of his life \\·ere spent in England and Ire
land. In 1856 he came with his pare11ts to Ame1ica. The family came to the 
great West. crossing the Mississippi liiver on Christmas day, 1866, and settled 
at Dyersville, Iowa. His father, a ~1ethodist clergyman, and his n1otber are 

yet living. 

,{~}I:s: 
-.::-: 

Robert G. received his acade
mic education at Epworth Sen1i
nary in Dubuque county. He at
tended colJege at Upper lo\\·a 
University at Fayette from which 
institution he graduated in the 
classical course in 187-1, receiving 
the degree of Master of Arts in 
1877. 

His first teaching was done in 
the district schools of D elaware 
aud Fayette counties. On leaY
ing college in 1874 he begao teach
ing a private school at Edge,vood, 
Delaware county, ,vhere he con
tinued one year. Ile then be
came principal of the Durant 
schools in Cedar county. He did 
three years of very efficient " 'ork 

there and gained a good reputation as a principal in the county. I n 1878 he 
,Yas chosen principal of the schools at ~Iecbanicsville, in the san1e county . 
.... \.fter a year·s serYice there he ,vas re-elected but declined in order to enter a 
higher position and a larger field of professional usefulness, the city superin
tendency of the Ne,vton public schools, in Jasper county, }"'rom the very lJ<>
ginning of his professional career ILG. Young made 111arked growth ancl pro
gressiveness in the work. IIis fi\'e years service at K ev.•ton showe<l hiu1 to be 
one of Iowa's most thorough and successful school men. Ile gave the Ne,vton 
schools a state reputa~ion for p;ood organization and gradatioll, and for eflic-
iency in methods ancl work . 

.,\.t the close of five year's work at Ne,vton he was re-elected for a t,Yo 
year's term but declined in order to assume tbe superintendency of the Ea:--t 
Side, ,vaterloo schools to wbich be had been elected at a much higher salar). 
Ile is now nearing the close of his fifth year in Waterloo. In liis pre~ent po
sition he has showed in a larger degree perhaps, the same professional tact antl 
skill before manifested in his career. 

He has nov.' heen sixteen years in tlle e11ncaiional work and v.•ell merits to 
rank with 01tr staunch and successful public school men. Since 187,5 Prof. 
Young bas been engaged extensively in normal institute work as instructor, 
conductor and lecturer. 

He has been a regular attendant at the State Teachers' ... :'\...ssociation since 
1~76 and besides holding various comnuttee and official positions has frequently 
taken part in the programs of the Association. 
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In 1888 he " 'as elected to a professorship in Drake U niversity but declined, 
preferring to remain in t he public school " 'Ork. In June of that ~ ear he re
ceived the honorary degree of P h. B. from Cornell College. .A.n important 
event in his life occurred on Christmas morning, 1876-his marriage to Miss 
frene 0. H ussey of Indepe11deuce, Iowa. Sbe bas been his v.rortby helper and 
able assistant in school \-Vork since his marriage. She has taught with P rof . 
You11g most of the time since t heir marriage and is one of the excellf'nt high 
school teachers in Iowa. Sbe resigned her position 1n the East Waterloo High 
School in 1887 in order to aLtend Oberlin CollegP. Ohio, v.·here she has now 
almost completed two years of special study, 

i\.lVIOS HIATT, 
CITY SUPERINTENDENT OF flRADED SCllOOLS. EAST DER )JOI"XE~. 

The subject of this sketch was born in IIighJand County, Ohio, NoYember 
23<l, 1843. ,vhen fourteen years of age he came witll bis family to Iowa and 
settle<l on a farm near Oskaloosa, in Mahaska County. 

In an old log school house in fligbland County, Ohio, Amos IIiatt obtained 
the rudiments of an education. In Iowa bis help was ueeded on the farm, and 
the only schooling he got was three or four months in \\'inter each year. Bui 
the summer toil sweetened the few months of study. By diligent application 
he n1ade good progress. 

In 1862 he accepted his country's call for 80lcliers and entered the army as 
a priYate in Company D, of the 33d I o"·a, Infantry ,rolunteers. In 1864 he 
was promoted to tbe rank of 2d Lieut. I n the expedition against 1-Iobile be 
~ommanded his Company. lle ren1ained in the arn1y until mustered out at the 
close of the war in 186-5. 

In 186H he entered the I o,va Sta,te l~llh·ersity, graduating in the classical 
course in 1870, receiving the degree of A.. B . \-Vhich in 1870 was made .tvl. ,\. 

Trained in the school of the farmer. of the soldier and of the University, 
he at the age of twenty-seven " ·ent forth as a man of experience as ,-vell as a 
scholar. For tVl'O tern1s after graduation he instructed classes in the State 
'Cniversity. l)uring the year 1871- 2 he ,ras principal of the Brooklyn Schools. 
In 18,a he was e1ectecl County Superintendent of schools in Johnso11 County. 
ln that office he served one tern1. I n 187-5-6 he was City Superintendent of the 
.. \.nan1osa Graded Schools. I-Ie returned to IowH City, and in 1877 becam<" 
princival of Iowa City ..'.\ cade1ny, a preparatory schooJ for the State l ' nh·ersity. 
Ile gaYe tbe Academy an exeellent reputation at hon1e and abroad oYer the 
State. Ile remained in charge of tbe ~\.cademy uotil 1883. Most of the time 
during the next two years be spent in Dakota. ln 1880 be was chosen City 
.;;:.upe1intenclent of the D es Moines Schools, in which position he is now serv
ing his fourth year. Supt. Amos II iatt's nearly four yearo; in the East Des 
~loines Schools have Leen prosperous years for the work under his super, isiou. 
TTis long and varied experience in school work coupled with scholarship and 
ability make him esvecially efficient in his present position. In the schools 
under his charge are anually enrolled about 8600 pupils ,vbich require a teach
ing force of 74 teachers. The lligb School has an annual enrollment of more 
than 200, and employs seven teacbe1s. This system of schools is excelleu tly 
managed in all its departments with order and system. Ile is a student of the 

' 



-----

468 row A NOR~{AL MONTHL y 

best edncational thought of the times and readily adopts wise and practical 
methods. 

Supt. Hiatt has had considerable experience as instructor in Normal Insti
tutes during tbe past tifteen years, in which work be is Yerv successful. He 
bas taken actiYe part in the State Teachers ' Association for seYeral vears and 
has read seYeral able papers before that body. · ' 

0. J. LA YLANDER, 
CITY ~UPERIN'l'ENDENT OF GRADED SCHOOLS, CEDAR FALLS. 

One of the growing younger scboo! men of Iowa is O. J. Laylander, super
intendent of the Cedar Falls schools. He bas been an active "'orker in Iowa 
schools, institutes and associations for ten years. 

A native ot Ohio, he was bo1n in Holmes county :\larch 11, 1868. He livect 
in tbe county ot his birth until_sixteen years of age, \\'hen he had his first ex

perience in teaching school. He received $50 a 
month for his first term's work, which is consider
ably more than is had by the average beginner in 
the profession. 

From 1874 to 1877 he attended the Medina Nor
mal School in Ohio. On leaving school be was in
duced by the greater possibilities and openings in 
the farther west, to come to Iowa. Ile purchased 

·? some land in Poweshiek county and for the next 
two years he devoted his time to the improvement 
of bis farm, teaching the adjacent district school in 
the winter of 1878-9. 

,· 
_ ., ·· In the summer of 1879 be \Vas elected principal 
-,::,;,,'S?-:"''.';:~~t:-··,· · of the Malcom pul>lic schools. He accepted the po-

sition and since that time bas been engaged constantly in school work. Mr. 
Lay lander remained in charge of the Malcom schools for a term of three years 
when he was chosen principal of the Brooklyn schools in 1882. This was a 
promotion which his abilities and success as a school man fully merited. 

Tlle Brooklyn schools enjoyed tbe advantage of bis skill and experience for 
six years. during V\'hich time not only the schools improved and became better 
known, but Principal Laylander, bein_g a studious and progressive man, grew 
in professional skill and reputation. .Five years ago be began and carried on a 
systematic course of study in the languagf's under direction of the faculty of 
Wooster University, Wooster, Ohio; then he enrolled in the post graduate de
partment of the institution and is now pursuing a course in Political and So
cial Science for the degree of Pb. D. This work of the student he has carried 
on in connection with his duties as principal. 8ucb efforts are sure to bring 
reward. 

In 1888 Mr. Laylander was elected city superintendent of the Cedar Falls 
Public Schools where be now continues at a salary of $1300 per year. 

One happy feature about Mr. Laylander's educational career in Iowa is 
that in every year of the ten that he has been engaged in the work, he has re
ceived an advance in salary. 

For several vears during the summer season be bas been much occupied 
with Normal Institute work. In the Pov.reshiek County Inslitute be has in
structed for eight successive sessions. besides instructing in various other coun
ties. In the State Teachers ' Association a,nd in the Graded Department of 
the same, and in the meetings of School Master's Round Table, he is an active 
worker. 

Ile is joint autbor with A. L. Shattuck, of a text-book in Orthography. 
designed for use in Normal Institutes. 

Supt. Laylander was married in 1881 , to Miss Anna Mulligan of Wayne 
County, Ohio. 

, 
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MRS. T. F. M. CURRY, 
.\ Tl'~.\.CIIER IN TUE D.A YENPORT RCHOOLS, 1864-84. DIED ,J A:NU .\ RY 1-5, 1888. 

If it is true tbat " the teacher is born, not made," then Mrs. Curry \Yas 
truly a born teacher. For long, devoted and successful service, for natural 
skill in fixing deep and abiding impressions on the minds of pupils, and awak~ 
ening ,vithin them noble aspirations and lofty ideals, she has had feVir equals, 
and, perhaps, no superiors among the teachers of Iowa. It is a pleasant duty 
to pay tribute here to the men1ory of such a woman and such a teacher. 

Tirzah F. M. Curry ,vas !Jorn in Beaver county, Pennsylvania, 11arch 8, 
1823, the daughter of the Hon. William antl IIannah Slemtnons Morton. She 
was one of a family of ten children. The father, a farmer, ,vas an influential 
citizen of Beaver county, and a leader in public and political affairs in that 
section, serving three consecutive terms in the Pennsylvania J,egisla.ture. Mrs. 
:\Iorton, the mother, ,vas a woman of refinement and education. During the 
daughter's early years her school advantages were meager, but there was noth
ing wanting in her education at home-a home "'ith plenty of good books in it 
ancl intelligent parents to direct her sturly and research. To books of history 
and pure literature she had free access, and eagerly did she drink at these foun
tains of thought and kno,vledge. She never attended more than t"·o or three 
terms at the district schools. When about eighteen years of age she taught 
her first term of school, in her home district. She then, in 1841, ,vent to New 
Brighton, Pa., to attend a private school for girls in that place, conducted by 
~lrs. Eunice Critchlow, a lady of refined scholarship and marked skill as a 
teacher. She was the wife of 1-tev. Benj. C. Critcblo\Y, then pastor of the J>res
u~ terian church at .New Brighton. lvfiss Morton not only became a pupil in 
this school, but also an inmate of the cultured Uritchlow home. This \vas a 
fortunate opportunity, and the school opened up to her a new ,vorld of hopes 
4"1ncl possibilities. 1-Ier mind was bright, and her progress ,vas rapid, during 
her three years' study in this school. In the latter part of her stay there she 
.-lssisted ~1rs Critchlow in leaching, and under her guidance sbe gained a prac
tical knowledge of gootl methods of i 11st ructiou. On leaving school at New 
Brighton, in 1844, she v.·as n1arried at ber home, at the age of t,venty-one. to 
Joseph II. Curry. 1Y1r. C'urry \,·as a teacher, aud he aud his wife continued in 
the " 'Ork. '.rhe five years follo\\ing their marriage th.ey taught in Ne,v Brigh
ton, ]'allslon and F,eedon1, Pennsylvanbt; tlteo removed to Grandvie\v. ()hio, 
,vbere they engaged in tlle \\·ork two or Lhree years. 

In 18.5:! they came to Iowa. and lived one year at Le Claire, in Scott countJ. 
and then removed to '' Pra.irie Cottage" farm, a few miles north of the city of 
Davenport. ~lrs. Cnrry had a natural love for teacbing. and while in Le Claire 
opened a prh·ate scho0l in her own residence, a comtnodious one, \Yhich bad 
been recently built by the l{e\'. \V. H. Uobb. 1~bis ,vas the first school iaught 
in Le Claire, and Mrs. Curry's work had a rnarked influence in the town . 

.l.fter removing to" .Prairie Cottage'' farm, Mrs. Curry again taught a pri
vate scbool 111 the .. ,·inter of 1858-9, aud again in 1862-3. Iler ability and success 
as a teacher attracted attention, and she was, in 18H4, elected p1incipa,l of 
School~ o. 4, on Locust street, in Davenport. ~he remain eel in charge of this 
-.:;chool for six years, and exhibited such rare tact a11d skill, both as to instruc
tion and school management, that in 1870 she ,vas elected assistant principal of 
the city IJigh School, which position sbe filled most acceptably for thirteen 
years. " --.-ith au ardent love for her ,,·ork, she thoroughly in\"estigated every 

• 
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subject she had to teach, and presented it in an interesting and enthusiastic 
manner that took hold of the minds of the pupils. The Davenport Demo<Jrat
(Jazette of January 17, 1888, in speaking of Mrs. Curry as a teacher, says: "Her 
deportment, her voice, her method of ruling through the winning ways of affec
tion and respect, her wide intelligence and facility of illustration in all studies 
in her charge, lier thorough and clear methods of instruction, her unfailing 
love for her pupils, and deep interest in ttie welfare of each one, and her way 
of placing a careless, mischievous pupil upon bis honor- these were the char
acteristics that rendered her services invaluable, that are remembered by all 
her pupils as benefactions whose worth cannot be computed. Verily, many 
young men and young women who were boys and girls in her schools, will 'rise 
up and call her blessed.' '' 

The amount of literary work which she accomplished in connection with 
her teaching was consideraole and important, comp1ising essays and lectures 
before normal institutes, occasional poems, and scientific and historical articles 
for the press, besides abstracts and notes prepared for class work. 

Blessed with fine health, she was never absent from work on account of 
her own illness or of inclement weather, though her borne was four miles fron1 
the fligh school. 'l'he long illness and death of her second daughter, .A.Iba, in 
187~, compelled her absence for a few weeks. DurinJ all ber long service in 
the schools of Davenport, she was the light of a home as well. Iler children 
were six in number, three sons and three daughters. All survive her except 
the eldest son, Howard, who died at "Prairie Cottage, Nov 20, 1861, aged six
teen years, and the daughter, 1\.lba, who lived to the age of twenty-one. 

In June, 1~83, Mrs. Curry resigned her position in the lligh school, and the 
general regret at her retirement was expressed by the School Board and the 
Davenport daily papers in terms of the highest tribute and praise. After her 
resignation, she was again called to teach classes in the High school, her last 
work there closing in June, 1886, after more than twenty years of service in 
Davenport, and more than thirty years in the work of teaching. In the sum
mer of 1886, she taught classes in the normal instit,ute in Washington county. 
and this work which she greatly enjoyed was the last of her loving services to 
the Iowa public schools. 

Mrs. Curry then made her home with her youngest son, Morton, in Chicago. 
wnere she spent the few remaining days of her lite on earth. ~ven then,. 
though in failing health, she loved to work in the Industrial School for tbe 
poor, which wa::; connected with the Sixth Presbyterian Onurch, Vincennes 
ave., of which she was a member. Iler life closed peacefully at the home of 
her son in Ubicago, January 15th, 1888. Iler remains no\V rest in the cemetery 
at Davenport, near the scenes of her life's labors. The pall-bearers who carried 
her remains to the restlng-place were young men, all of whom were once her 
pupils. The Davenport teachers, sixty-five of whom bad been her pupils, at
tended the sad funeral rites in a body. Hundreds were present to whom she 
had been a teacher. The text of the funeral discourse preached by Rev. J.B. 
Little, of Davenport, was from Daniel: •·They that be teachers shall shine as 
the .firmament, and they that turn many to righteousness, as the stars forever 
and ever." 

' 
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J. J. NAGEL, 
PRINCIPAL 01'' S<'BOOL NO. 4, D.A \ ' ENPORT, 10\\' A. 

Jens Jacob Nagel was born 1n Stubenberg, a village of [Jolstein, Germany, 
in 1846. When be was six years of age his family emigrated to America. He 
landed on American soil in the fall of 1852, ,vent to St. Louis, where be lived 
the following winter, and came to Davenp111't. [owa, in the spring of 1&53. Ile 
attended the Davenport public schools. malting excellent progress in his studies 

and graduating from the Iligh School at a youthful 
age. H e taught a term of country school in Scott 
county when only fifteen years of age. He was also 
a student in the Davenport Training School, opened 
by A. S. Kissell, the City Superintendent, at'ter,vards 
State Superintendent of Iowa. It was ,J. J. Nagel's 
good fortune to come under the instruction and 
training of the inspiling and enthusiastic Kissell 
and bis assistants in the Training School. Ile 
graduated in the first class from this school in 1862. 
A.fter leaving school he spent two years as clerk in 

,1i the Davenport postoffice. But with bis educational 
,,,·:; endencies be soon tired of the routine work of the -· 

.-:?':;__::; postoffice and took up the work of teaching, at a sal-
:;,,.-~/1$1{:· ary little more than bc1lf as large as be had been 

·-.,, ,'!}- getting in the postoffice. He taught one year in the 
grammar department of School No. 3. then under the supervision of 11iss .P. 
W. Sudlow. The next year, in 1865, he became assistant teacher in the Daven
port Training 8cbool, from which he bad previously graduated. 

In the fall of 1867 ~lr. Nagel accepted an appointment to tbe principalship 
of the Lincoln School in Minneavolis, Minn., whither A. S. Kissell bad gone as 
City Superintendent. He remained there two years, wben, in September, 
1869, he was re-elected by tbe Davenport School Board to the principalsbip of 
School No. 6. In the fall of 1870 he was transferred to School No. 4, of which 
be has remained principal continously to the present time. Ile is now serving 
his nineteenth year. In this school, under Prof. Nagel's priocipalsbip, there is 
an annual enrollment of 550 pupils, and a corps of ten assistant teachers. He 
bas now been engaged in the educational work for twenty-five years without 
the loss of a single week of service. He is a faithful, efficient and successful 
teacher as bis long tenure of office would indicate. He possesses the sturdy 
Tuetonic elments of character that make him strong in his position as teacher 
and principal. He is one of Iowa's worthy and successful educators. 

In 1872 he was married at Minneapolis to Miss Sadie Gilmore, anct the 
happy union has been blessed with a family of five robust, healthy children. 

8ince 1872 be bas lived on a small farm near tbe city limits, and his vaca
tions are spent in managing the work there. A variety of small fruit and an 
apiary of 200 colonies of bees engage his attention in a way that affords rest 
and recreation from his school work and at the same time gives him health to 
prosecute the labor of his profession with vigor, zeal and success . 

• 
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TC) l.\l B. l\IILLER, 
l'RINCII'.\L OF TUE GR.\DED SC lOOLS OF CLEAR LAKE. 

Tom B. Miller, Secretary-elect of the Iowa Sta,te Teachers· .,\ssociation, is 
an Iowa production. Il e first saw the light l-lt Ilossvllle, .A.llan1akee county, 
1'1arch 26, 1862. IIis home has been in Iowa frcnn the <lay of his birth. He 
lived at the place of hi:l uirth until five yetr~ of age. r n 186~, Mason City, 
Cerro Gordo county. l>1>rame bis home. fle b'-'<',llne a pupil in the Mason City 
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public schools and graduated 
frnn1 the Iligh School iu 1881, at 
the age of nirJeteen . . As a student 
he was apt, ~.nd his lessons Vl'ere 
quickly and easily learned . 

In the fall following his gradu
atio11 he taught his first school, 
in Cerro Gordo county. Ile taught 
cluring the year 1881-2, and in the 
summer of 1882 his success and 
popularity as a teacher in the 
conntry schools gained him an 
election to the µriucipalsb i p of the 
Pl) month public schools. He re
mained at 1>1ymoutb nearly four 
years doing efficient service as 

• principal, wben he left to enter 
upon the duties of principal of 
the Clea.r Lake schools, to which 
position he harl just been elected . 

, 

Clear Lake is a town ,veil known 
throngbout I owa and tbe \Vest 

because of its location on the beautiful lake of the same na.me. 
Tom B. Miller is now serving his fo,nrth year as principa.l at Clear Lake. 

Ile has Wl)n the reputation of being a hard \VOrker, and an E-nthusiastic teach
er, a good disciplinaria1-1, a1Hl a skillful manager. 1'he schools bave constantly 
improved under his supervision. During his eight years' work as a teacher be 
has been a close studt-nt. Ile eacb year foi lo,vs son1e methodical course of 
study. l{y thi-; means he l.lc-tS mastered a course of study ec1ual to that in mally 
colleges. 

In 1885 he passed an examina,tinn before the State Board of Examiuers 
and received a State Teachers' certificate, which is valid anywhere in Io,va for 
five yea.rs. 1'his is an indication of his attainments as a student and teacher. 

Few people who have attended tile State Teachers' .A.ssociation during ilte 
past seven years but that know of tbe genial, good-natured Tom 13. Miller. 
For seven years be has been appointed a member of the enrolling committee 
and he bas always been diligent in the performance of bis duties. II is ac
quaintance and pop3larity in the State Association v.1as u1ade manifest a.t the 
last meeting at Des Moines, December, 1888, by his uoanio1ous election to the 
office of Recording Secretary of the Association for 1889. Ife will no doubt 
fill this office ,vith honor to himself and to the ~\.ssociation. 

Principal Miller bas already had considerable experience in Normal I nsti
tute work, having taught in six different sessions. 

• 

l 



• 
101Y A NORl\IAL MONTHLY. 473 

J. P. HENDRICKS, 
CITY SUPERIN'l'ENDENT OF GRADED SCHOOLS, CEDAR RAPIDS. 

The country school, high school, county superintendency and city supe1in
tenilency are the steps in the rapid promotion of J . P. Hendricks in the educa
tional work. He is a native of Ohio, born in Fairfield county, Oct. 21, 18158. 
\Vben six years of age be came to Tama county, Iowa, which continued to be 
his home until be went to Cedar Rapids. in 1885. 

IIe did his first teaching in a country school , in 1875 After two terms' ex 
perience he entered the Iowa Agri~n l t11-r111 n"llege, at Ames. Ile later entered 
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Western College, Toledo, from wbich institution he graduated. DuTing the 
year 1880-81 he taught in tbe Montour and the Tama City high schools. 

In the fall of 18~1 be was selectt>d County Superintendent of Schools in 
Tama county, and in 1883 be was re elected. His term of office was from Jan, 
1882. to January, 1886. He entered the work of superintending the schools of 
Tama county with great energy and enthusiasm, and earnestly endeavored 
during bis four years' service to .make the public schools under his charge 
among the best in the State. He, in 1882, introduced into the 1ural schools a 
course of study and a system of classification. By this plan the pupils, IJy pur
suing the common school course, and passing the required examinatio11s, W"ere 
graduated from the common schools. Supt. Hendricks " ·as among the first 
County Superintendents to introdnce this system into the public schools; now 
it is quite generally and effectually established throughout the co11niies of the 
State. 

• 
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In his County Normal Institute work he adopted a graded cours~ of study, 
and in 1882 graduated a class of 3(3 teachers from the Institute. Under his 
management the Institute greatly increased in attendance and efficiency. In 
1881, tbe year before he began the work as County Superintendent the Tama 
County Institute enrolled 179. During bis administration the attendance in
creased from that number to 340, at his last Institute session, in 1885. 

, 

In the State Teachers' Association be has held various official positions. 
He was a member of the original State Reading Circle Board for three years. 
In 1883 he was president of the District County Superintendents' Convention. 
He has read several interesting papers before State and District conventions. 

J.P. Hendricks is now serving the third year as City Superintendent of the 
Cedar Rapids Schools. His first year's service gave such general satisfaction 
that at its close he was re-elected for a term of three years at a salary of $1,800 
per year. He is perhaps the youngest of the City Superintendents in Iowa who 
have charge of the larger school systems. No school man in the State prose
cutes his work with more professional zeal and enthu~iasm than Supt. Hend
ricks. Re has established in connection with the Cedar Rapids Ifigh School, 
a Training School for teachers, which has proved a !lOpular featu1·e and a great 
success. 

DA \ rID COMf1TON, 
PRINCIPAL OF HIGH SC IIOOL, DUBUQUE, IO"'A. 

The Dubuque city Iligh 8chool is one of the oldest in Iowa, and it has per
haps the most extended course of study of any similar school in the state. The 
present principal of the Dubuqe High School is David Compton, a native of 
N e"v Jersey, born November 2, 18-50. 

From the district schools (If his native state, he went to Pennington Semi
nary to prepare for College. After leaving the Seminary he taught for three 
years in the village schools, beginning at the age of seYenteen. 

He entered Princeton College, graduating with high honors in 1874. In 
tbe competitive examination he gained the Fellowsbib of Modern J~angnages. 
To fulfill the conditions of this Fellowship, he spent one year in post-graduate 
study. This year be spent in Europe, a part of the time he studied in Heidel
berg and part of the time in Paris. 

On returning to the United States be came West. For three years be was 
principal of the public schools of ,\lvunt Sterling, Illinois. 

In 187H he concluded to study medicine, and accordingly came to Keokuk, 
Iowa, to attend the medical college located there. Ile was elected as teacher 
of natural science in the Keokuk High School, which position be accepted. He 
occupied this position four years, at the same time pursuing his medical studies 
until he graduated. 

In 1883 he was chosen principal of the Torrence School in Keokuk. In this 
capacity be served two , ear::1, when, after a re-election for a third year, he re
signed to accept the assistant principalship of the Dubuque High School in 
1885. After serving successfully in this position tor three years be was in 1888 
promoted to the principalsbip ,vhich had been left vacant by the death of F. i\.. 
Parker. 

Tbe Dubuque High School had an enrollment of over two hundred pupils 
in December, 1888. Prof. Compton has a corps of five assistant teachers in the 
High School. Ile is scholarly in his habits, efficient ,tnd successful in bis posi
tion, and progressive in the arts of his profession. 
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S. S. WRIGHT, 
PRI:N'CJPAL OF GRADED SCHOOL:--, JIBOTA, 10"' A. 

S. S. \\,.right, who for eight years has been principal of the Keota schools, 
is a natiYe Iowan; he v,ras born in Jefferson county June 27th, IS.51. Ile was 
educated in the public schools of Iowa and is thoroughly imbued v.rith the pro
gressive educational spirit of the state. In his early years he attended school 
in one of Iowa ·s pion Per loz-cabin school houses. ...~tteoded the public schools 

until sixteen years of age then was a 
student in va1ious other scho o 1 s 
among which was the " Washington 
:::N" ormal and Training School'' under 
the superintendence of E. R. Eld
ridge. Here he came in contact 
with prominent educators whose 
burning enthusiasm set all their stu
dents aglo,v with educational zeal. 

,,,;~~';=: Here Prof. Wright received an in
spiration for the work which has 
grown with the passing years. He 
was atone time deputy county super
intendent in Washington county and 
in that position became well ac
quainted with the public schools and 
the normal institute in the great in
stitute revival of 18i0-3. 

S. S. Wright began teaching at 
the age of nineteen and has been in 
the work continuously since then. 

In bis eighteen years experience he has taught in all grades of the public 
schools and this eminently fits him for supervising work. Ile is now serving 
his eighth year as principal of the I{eota schools. During this time the schools 
under his charge have made a large growth in attendance, in rank, in building 
accommodations. Probably no town in Iowa of equal size has so large a school 
and so fine and well furnished school buildings, as l{eota. The high school is 
of such grade and character as to attract to it many students from the sur-
rounding country. 

Though deprived of the opportunity of pursuing a college course of study, 
Prof. Wright is nevertheless an efficient and well qualified school man. Ile has 
ahvays been a close student of general subjects as well as in the subjects per
taining to bis profession. On examination by the State Board of Examiners 
he \Vas granted a State Teachers' Certificate. This is certainJy an indication 
.of his habits of study. 

He has had large experience for several years in instructing in norn1al in
stitutes. Ile is in demand for this kind of work not only in his own county 
where be has taught in several successive institutes and vvbere he is best 
known, but he has worked in neighboring counties and has received numerous 
calls to do institute work, with wbicb be has been unable to comply, because 
his time was already fully occupied with such work. 

Prof. ,vrigbt always takes a lively interest in public affairs, educational or 
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otherwise. He is a regular attendant at the State Teachers' .<\.ssociation in the 
exercises of which he bas taken active part. 

In fact he is one of the school men who is up with the times in professional 
skill, and knowledge of educational topics. lle is most warmly esteemed and 
most appreciated by those who know hin1 best. He has a host of friends 
among Iowa school people. 

}\. A. WEA \'ER, 
CrTY S1:PERINTE:N"DE~T OP GRADED SCHOOLS, ".EB8TEH CITY. 

Tbe subject of this sketch was born on a farm near Forestville. Chautuqua 
county, N e,v Yurk· Here he spent bis boyhood days. After attending the dis
trict school he entered Fredonia ancl Forestville Academies for several years. 
He afterwards finished a course at Whitestown Seminar\', in Oneida countv. . . 

Company of St. Louis. 

Later be came West and entered the Michigan State 
University at Ann Arbor, "'hicb he left before 
graduating, to take charge of A..ugola Academy, N. 
Y. Mr. ,veaver \Yas for some timeteacberof Latin 
and Mathematics in Forestville Academy. in the • 
town near where he \\·as born. He ca1ne to Iowa in 
1877, and was principal for one year at Steamboat 
Rock, Hardin county. His preYious experience in 
school work and his success at Steamboat l{ock 
gained him an election to the principalsbip of the 
[owa Falls schools in 11:78. The fact that he re
mained in charge of the schools of that place for 
nine consecutiYe years attests his abilities and suc
cess as a scbool man. During the year lb.S,-8 he 
was general agent ft•r the Standard Hcbool Book 

In 1888 he became City Superintendent of the W ci!Jster City S..:hools, wbere 
he is still retained. 

He has bad fifteen years' experience in the school ,.vork of which nearly 
t"·elve years have been in Io,Ya. In supervising graded schools he accomplishes 
his ,vork ,vitbout friction and with an ease that bPspeaks good executive abili
ty. In the Iowa Falls High School he establi~hed a college preparatory course. 
and be has done the same at Webster City. Ile Lh(lroughly understands the 
educational work in Io'\\1a, and the true position occupied by the High School. 

In bis work he is genial and pleasant, ,vith pupils and teachers, and is popu
larly appreciated ?i'herever he teaches. His courteous and gentlemanly 
demeanor is admired by all ·who know him. 

His educational work has not been confined wholly to tbe school room; he 
has had considerable experience in instructing in Norn1al [nstitutes in <lifferent 
counties in Iowa. 

In the State 'I'eachers' Association he has taken part in the programme at 
different times. 1-Iis papers read before that body have always sh0\\'11 a re
search and comprehension that commanded consideration. 

Prof. \V'eaver was married in 1873 to Miss F. E. C'lark, of Cattarauggus 
County. N e,v York. She had been his former pupil. 'l'bere are no,v h1 bis 
fa1nily two daughters . 

• 
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H. B. LARRABEE, 
CITY SUPERINl'ENDE~J' OF GRADED SCHOOLS, C RESTON. 

Hadley B. Larrabee was born in Jackson, Susquehanna county, Pennsyl~ 
vania, August 18, 1849. lie began teaching at the age of seventeen, in tbe 
schools of bis native county. After successful ~xperience in country school& 
be was one year teacher in the graded scb-0ols of Great Bend, Pa. In 1871 he 
,vent to Michigan and entered Hillsdale College. During his college career he 
was employed as teacher of the class in Geometry for several terms, He 
graduated in June, 1875 . 

After graduating he returned to Pennsylvania and was soon elected prin
cipal of Pleasant Mount Academy. This position he continued to fill for three 
years, during which time the academy was improved, and built up, its influence 
widened and attendance increased. 

In 1878 he resigned tlJe principalship of the Academy to enter upon the 
duties of county superintendent of schools of Wayne county, to wbich ()ffice he 
had been elected in May 1878. His scholarship anu educational experience in 
different departments of school work especially fitted him for the office. With 
good ability as an executive and organizer coupled with characteristic energy, 
he gave order and system into the 220 schools under his supervision. His suc
cess in this office was such that he was accorded a unanimous · re-election in 
1881, and re-election in 1884 was assured. But in that year be declined to be a 
candidate for the office, having d~termined to engage in educational work in 
the '\,est. 

At about the same time in the summer of 1884 he was chosen city superin
tendent at Halena, Montana, Humbolt, Neb., and Creston, lo'\'\ra. He accepted 
the position at Creston, beginning work there in the fall of 1884. Ile is nO'\'\' 
nearing the completion of his fifth year in that capacity. He has tbe esteem 
and confidence ot the people of the thriving city of Creston whose chief pride 
is in their public schools. During the present school year Creston bas erected 
one of the fine~ thigh school buildings in the state. Tbe high school had an 
attendance of 146 in the fall of 1888. The total annual enrollment in tbe Cres
ton schools is 1,700 pupils. There are thirty teachers employed, occupying 
eight different buildings. 'l'he Creston schools under Supt. Larrabee 's super
Yision have an excellent reputation for good order and gradation ; for thorough
ness of instruction and efficiency of te~cbers. 

Supt. Larral>ee has had a wide and successful experience in normal insti
tute work as instructor and conductor, in Pennsylvania, Iowa and .Nebraska. 
lie bas numerous calls each season for institute work. 

8ince coming to Iowa he has been a member of the Iowa State Teachers' 
.. ,lssociation and at the meeting in 1888 was elected a member of the Education
al Council. 

His five years at Creston have demonstratecl his ability as a city superin
tendent of schools. Energetic, enthusiastic, progressive, with marked execu
tiYe ability, he successfully advances the v.·ork under bis charge. 
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R. S. BINGHAl\tI, 
CITY SUPERINTENDE.i.--n' OF GRADED SCHOOLS, CLINTON. 

Reuben Saxton Bingham was born in the town of Floyd, Oneida County, 
New York, November 5th, 1836. His parents being engaged in Agriculture, 
Reuben's early life was spent on the farm. When eighteen years of age he en
tered Fairfield Seminary, N. Y., to prepare for college. He pursued his stud
ies at the Seminary from 1854 to 156 with the exception of the winter of 1865 
and 1856 whPn he was engaged in teaching country school. At $16 per month 

he earned and saved money to help defray his ex
penses ,vhile attending the Seminary. l!'rom Fair
field Seminary he went to Hamilton College, Clin
ton, N. Y., from which institution he graduated in 
June, 1860. 
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On leaving college he became principal of an 
~\.cademy for one year, then entered the law 
department of Hamilton college. He purRued the 
study of law until February, 1862, when be re-enter
ed school work as principal of New Columbus Acad-

. emy, in Luzerne county, Pa. He served in that po
: sition until March, 1865. He was then principal of 
Wilson Collegiate Institute, in Niagara county, N. 
Y., for a short time. From December, 1865, to 
July, 1867, he was principal of Elmerville Seminary, 

N. Y. 
At the close of his service in Elmerville Seminary he went to Utica, and 

engaged in the insurance business, in which be continued until 1873. 
His taste for scholarly pursuits led him to return to teaching. He entered 

the Norwich, N. Y. , High School teaching two years there. 
In 1875 Prof. Bingham came to Iowa and was chosen City Superintendent 

of the Marengo schools. He had already won a reputation as a thorough school 
man before coming to Iowa. His five years' superintendence of the Marengo 
schools showed his ability, tact and skill as an educator. In 1880 be returned 
to the East and became principal of the Claremont, N. IL, I-Iigh School, but 
after one year in that position he came to Iowa, and assumed the superinten
dency of the Cedar Falls schools. Ilis seven years in that capacity werP fruit
ful of the same success which had before characterized bis work. In all depart
ments be maintained orderly and systematic work. llis efficiency in tbe work 
gained him the election to the City Superintendency of the Clinton schools in 
December, 1887, to fill the vacancy caused hy the resignation of Henry Sabin, 
who then entered upon the duties of State Supe1intendent. 'l'he Cliuton 
schools are as good as the best in Iowa, and Supt Bingham is maintaining 
their ,vell established reputation and rank. During the past year Clinton hao 
erected the finest tiigh School building, perhaps, there is in tbe State. 

In the work of the State Teachers' Association and of the Normal Insti
tute, R. S. Bingham takes a prominent part. He has instructed in many ditl'er
ent County Institutes with popularity and success. 

In 1862 Prof. Bingham waf married to Miss Esther S. Brooks, of Clinton, 
N. Y. Tb ere a1·e no,v in the faro ily tVi'O children, tbe older one, a boy, is 
cashier in the First National Bank of Marengo, Io,va, and the other a daught
er, is a student in the Clinton High School. 

J 

.. 
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WILLIAM J. SHOUP, 
PRINCIPAI FOURTH ,vARD GRADED SCI100LS, DUBUQUE. 

w. J. Shoup has'given about twenty years' service to the public schools of 
Iowa. Fifteen years of thjs time he has been principal of the Fourth ward 
school in Dubuque. He is the father of the Iowa Normal Monthly established 
in 1877, is the author of a school register, and also the author of two recent 

- publications, "Easy Words for Little Learners'' and "Shoup 's Gracled Speller.'' 
Tbis last named book, perhapd the crowning ,vork 
of bis life, reaches the highest point yet attainecl 
by spelling-book publications. 

This Iowa teacher and author was born in 
.A.rmstrong county, Pennsylvania, March 15, 1846. 
I-Ie is the seventh child of parents in whose veins 
courded the blood of Dutch, Scotch and Irish an
ct,stors. When "\Villiam J. was six years of age 
the Shoup family moved west to Galesburg, Illi
nois. In this town and on a farm in Henry 

.J.St-10 • county bis boyhood and youth \\1ere passed. 
In the latter pa1t of 1864, at the youthful age of eigbteen, he enlisted in the 

Union Army in the war of the rebellion where three brothers had already en
tered. He was placed in a veteran regiment, the 48th Illinois. While in active 
service he was taken sick and had a long and nearly fatal illness, from the 
effects of which his constitution never fully recovered. 

After the war was over he entered Knox College at Galesburg, Ill. In 1869 
the fatal illness of both his sister and widowed mother called him from bis senior 
year in college, to which he did not return until 1873 at which time he com
pleted his course and received the degree of B. 8., which was made later M. S. 
As a student he was solid and thorough, excelling in Mathematics. He at one 
time greatly distinguished himself in college by finding a general solution for 
a difficult problem in Snell's Olmsted" (mechanics) wbich the author of the 
book bad himself supposed incapable of a general solution. 

During the interim in his college career W. J. Shoup taught in Iowa. He 
,,·as first a high school teacher at Fairfield, he was then successively principal 
at Marysville, IIartford and Indianola. He was four months at Bellevue, 
Nebraska, before coming to Dubuque. In the position in which he is now 
serving his sixteenth year, be succeeded Prof. Samuel Calvin now of the Iowa 
State University. 

Prof. Shoup was married June 29, 1871, to Miss Cymantha Whipple who 
had been bis college class mate. She is a woman of rare intellectual and liter
ary qualifications and has been an able assistant in all his labors. During bis 
seven yeai·s editorship of the Normal Mon tbly she shared with him the editorial 
labors and duties. She is clear, pleasing and thoughtful in her literary style. 

In 1884 Prof.-Shoup, on account of failing health was obliged to dispose of 
the Normal Monthly and to give up schqol work for one year. He has since 
cont1ibuted many valuable articles to the Normal Monthly and has ,vritten for 
va1ious I iterary magazines. 

He is an excellent Institute Instructor and has been engaged more or less 
in the work for the past sixteen years. In the State Teachers' Association he 
has taken prominent part. In 1879 be was President of the Association. His 
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papers read before that body always attract attention, and command considera
tion and respect. 

In this Souvenir Number, devoted to a commemoration of the educational 
work of Iowa, it seems fitting that we should give a some,vhat extended review 
of tbe latest Iov;,a production in the way of school books-Sboups Graded 
Speller, published by D. D. Merrill, St. Paul, Minn. 

Though no name were given on the title-page, we believe that the old-time 
readers of the N onirAL MONTHLY would recognize the author lJefore reading 
many pages; his originality, dry humor, and personal fo1ce are unmistakable, 
even in a spelling-book-a field ,vbere surely such qualities have seldom been 
displayed. ~ ot that any one need look here for whims or eccentricitif-'S. 

Prof. Shoup bas al ways been distinguished by a conservatism that v;rill for
ever preserve bim from bobbies and fantastic experiments. The Graded Speller 
is the work of no theorist or enthusiast, but of a practical teacher v;•ho knows 
not only ,vhat is desirable, hut what can be done and how to do it. 

This book, which is designed to succeed the '·E·-tsy \Vords for Little Learn
ers'' recently noticed in these columns, is arranged in four grades. correspond
ing to the 3d, 4th, 5th and 6th readers in advancement-an arrangement which 
commends itself at once to every teacher. The earlier grades contain, inter
spersed among the other exercises. lessons which embody a thorough drill on an 
tbe diacritical marks according to Webster. These are not merely inserted so 
that they n1ay be learned, but things are so arranged that they must be learned. 
With these a.re given exercises in plurals, word-groups, homonyms and enter
taining language lessons. Here is a story, ''Camping on the Island,'' with 
numerous blanks to be filled from the accompanying spelling lessons. Here 
the pictures that shOVI' the unfilial conduct and imminent fate of the Two 
Naughty Chickens, the story to be written out by the scholars, in response to 
some highly sug~estive questions. Then tbere are plenty of interesting a11d 
ingenious exercises on the defined homonyms-exen;ises tlla.t will be downright 
fun for the youngsters, and yet will effectually prevent Ferdinand from eYer 
presenting bis "complements'' and Miranda from ''excepting" an invitation. 

Two or three lessons on such nouns and verbs as con'tract and contract', 
serve to fix in the memory the simple a.nd important law of accent l>y which 
they are distinguished. • 

11/leanwhile, the more common and useful rules of spelling-such as are 
capable of being a real help to the learner-are introduced, oue at a time, and 
each with its enforcing drill. 

In tbe Fifth Grade, while the other subjects are continued in more difficult 
forms, the topic of word-analysis is taken up. The lessons first given are much 
like those in some other recent spellers, differing chiefly in the pains tbat have 
been taken to use no word not self-explanatory, after its prefix or suffix has 
been defined. Thus, under the prefix de we have depress, but not descend, as the 
meaning of scentl would not be Known to the children. However, lists made 
in this way are perforce very incomplete, and necessitate the omission of many 
of the commonest prefixes, and of nearly all the most interestin~ forms of 
deriYative words. To meet this difficulty, \\'e find in the Sixth Grade reference 
tables of prefixes and suffixes, followed by a number of exercises where not 
the puzzling Latin word, but the L atin root as usecl in English is defined, and 
followed by its list of derived forms. Thus the pupils learn that scend means 
<'li,,tb and fleet means bend, and with their reference tables, and analyzed ex-
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amples, as a guide, they proceed to find out what clescend and reflect, etc., mean. 
Well does the author say " Definitions evolved in this way are of infinitely 
more value than are those learned parrot-like from the dictionary. The one 
method is in the highest sense educational, while the other may be dwarfing to 
the intellect.,. 

This Sixth Grade contains a fe\Y pages of " test-vvords'' for reviews, €1x
aminations, s pelling-matches, etc., also a group of the words most liable to be 
misspelled or mi:;prononnced in the exigencies of later life, including the most 
<:ommonly usPd medical. military, scientific and ecclesiastical terms. One of 
the mostfrequently consulted pages ~vill be that one giving a list of those Greek 
and Latin proper nouns which are oftenest used. Tbe accent is marked, and 
the simple rult>s govPrnn1g the English pronunciation of such names are given. 

Probably the most striking feature of tbio; grade-one found in no other 
speller, \\'e believe. is the closing list of more tbau 4,000 synonyms, alphabetic
ally arranged. ~:ven if tbe teacher does nothing with them but to use them as 
spelling lessons, the mere juxtaposition, the forcing of the meaning of the word 
into the mind as with repeated hammer-strokes, is in iisel{ a language }pi:;son , 
yes, a literary training of no mean value. But if the teacher enforces and il!us
trates and discriminates by the use of the suggested exercises, the effect pro
duced may be immensely heightened. 

''But." some may &ay, "all these things are in the unabridged dictionary.'' 
True: b11t to children. knowledge in the dictionary is like gold in tbe quartz 
Yein. ·wl.11le kno,vlege in the spelling-book is the gold dollars in the pocket. 

Of the shre"•d, practical and often witty "Notes to tbe Teacher,'' there is 
no need to spPn.k. 1~hey give such suggestions as all sensible teachers ,vill be 
g lad to get and to act upon. 

For tlJe mt-re teaching of spelling we belieYe this speller is excelled by none; 
for tbe teaching of pron11uciation and the use and meaning of words, it has 
never. to our kno,vledge, been equaled. Its use ,,vill be a pleasure to any in
telligent teacher; a great a,vakening of t be faculties to many a bright and 
~ager pu pi I. 

WILLIAl\1 G. RAY, 
CI'l'\ :-.rPElUNTENDENT OF URADED 8Cll00LS, HRlN'.N'ELL, 10\Y A. 

In Barrv county. ~Iichigan, Feb. 19, 18-57, was bon1 ,Villiam G. Ray, the 
subject of this !-ketch. .A.t three years of age be went to Madrid, St. I..,awrence 
Co., N. Y .. to live vnth his grandparents. llis early boyhood days were spent 
on tbe farm, and e,·eu " 'bile attending college his summer vacations \Vere speHt 
in farm labor. 

\\'hen eiglltE>en yea.rs of age be came to Iowa, on his own responsibility. 
He became a student in Io"'a College at Grin
nell. At different times " 'bile pursuing his col
lege course be taught seven terms of school in 
Illinois and I owa. He graduated from I owa 
College in 1882, the year in which the great cy
clone disaster destroyed the college buildings. 
After graduation be became principal of the 
schools at Delta, Keokuk county, Io~va. .~fter 
one year's successful service there he was chosen 
principal ot the Guthrie Couoty High School at 
Panora, the only ··county IIigbSchool" in Iowa. 
He managed the work of this school for four 
years, from 1883 to J887. The Guthrie Couuty 
Iligb School bas an annual attendance of over 
t?.10 hundred pupiJs, and employs five teachers, 

I 
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Its students come from all portions of the county; they are those who complete 
a course in the rural and village schools. W. G. Ray here showed his skill as a 
teacher and ability as an organizer, especially in high school work. The school 
1s well known for the excellent character and grade of work it does, and he 
fully maintained its good reputation. 

In 188i, when a city superintendent of schools was wanted at Grinnell, W. 
G. Ray was chosen to the position. He is now serving his second year at Grin
nell at $1,200 per annum. Tbe annual enrollment in the Grinnell pubiic schools 
is from 700 to 800. The High School had an enrollment of 131 pupils in Decem-

ber, 1888. 
W. G. Ray is now only thirty-one years of age and has much yet before 

him. He is a growing man in his profession, and if he continues in it he will 
yet win great achievements for schools and education. 

J. W. JOHNSON, 
EDITOR OF 8ATURDAY GLOBE, OSKALOOS • .\. 

James W. Johnson, for several years prominent in the public school work. 
and now well known as the editor of the Saturday Weekly Globe of Oskaloosa, 
occupies a place in the ranks of Iowa's representative educators. A native of 
the Buckeye State, he was born in Muskingum County, June 21st, 1849. 

When fifteen years of age he 
came to Iowa with bis parents and 
settled in Mahaska County. His 
boyhood and youth were spent on 
the farm, and his time \Yas divided 
between work on the farm and at
tendance at tbe District School. He 
spent three vl'inters in the Indianapo
lis 8chools in Mahaska Co., tbt-n un
der charge of A. Updegraff, who 
was an excellent teacher and prin
cipal, and who gained considerable 
reputation as City_ Superintendent 
of schools in Oskaloosa and Sigour
ney. Mr. Johnson spent one year 
v.iith Prof. Amaziah !lull in his 
Normal Rchool. Ile also spent 
nearly two years pursuing his stud
ies in the Iowa State University. 

J. W. Johnson devoted about 
twelve years to the educational work 

While yet a student he bad several terms' experience in teaching country schools. 
Later be was engaged in tbe schools of Sigourney, Earham, Winterset, Knox
ville and Oskaloosa. As grade teacher, high school principal and city superin
tendent, he was al ways popular and successful, and was a growing, progressive 

man in the profession. 
In 1876 he was elected county superintendent of schools in Mahaska county. 

He entered upon the duties of that office January, 1876, and served two years. 
His liberal education, professional training and experience, and intimate ac-

• 
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quaintance with the Mahaska.county schools, gave him eminent fitness for the 
office of County Superintendent. During his term of office he organized and 
established the Teachers' County Library and Educational Association. Ile 
prepru:ed and published a course of study for the rural schools of the county. 
His institutes were seasons.of professional revival, and the attendance greatly 
increased. He edited an educational column from 187-:1 to 1877 in the Oskaloosa 
Standard and .S:erald, which was perhaps the first work of that kind done in 
the State. He ranked with the most active, successful and influential county 
superintendents in Iowa. 

After leaving the county superintendency he was for three years following 
1878 city superintendent of the Knoxville graded schools. During the year 
1881-82 he was p1incipal of the Oskaloosa High School. In Normal Institutes 
he has had an extensive experience, either as an instructor or conductor, hav
ing worked in eleven institutes, always with accredited success. 

In the State Teachers' Association be was an influential member. taking 
part in the business and literary parts in the programs. 

Mr. Johnson has not confined bis efforts to education in the school room. 
He bas been active and successful in other directions. Trained on the farm he 
has always taken great interest in all tbe agricultural industries of tne coun
try. lle bas been especially intereste,d in tbe dairy business. For four years 
be superintended the Oskaloosa creamery. He is a leading member in both the 
state and national lJairy Associations. .Being thoroughly conversant with the 
great industry, a sound thinker and a ready writer he has been called upon to 
read many papers before those bodies. He is now secretary of the State 
Dairy Association, and has been for the past five years, superintendent of the 
Dairy department of the Iowa State Fair. 

In 1884 Mr. Johnson becan1e editor of the Oskaloosa Saturday Globe in 
which business he is now engaged. For many years before he entered upon 
editorial work, be had desil·ed to make journalism bis life work. In this wide 
field of usefulness and influence be is in a work for which he seems especial
ly adapted by training, varied experience and natural endowments. Ile wields 
the pen with power and influence for the right in society, politics and educa
tion. He is still an active teacher through tbe col umns of the Satur<lay Globe. 
Tbe Globe is a model family paper for all classes; it is clean, pw·e. liberal , com
prehensive in its scope and character. I t is true to tbe best interests of the city, 
the county and the state in V\1bich it is located. The editor is an active citizen 
in all public movements for the improvemeut of Oskaloosa and tbe surround
ing country. In that live city he is now secretary of the Board of Trade which 
is one of the most active and effective organizations of its kind in the state. 

MRS. M. B. SEVERANCE. 
Mrs. Severance was educated in the public schools of Davenport in which 

she was afterwards a teacher for nearly twenty years. Sbe began as teacher in 
the primary department of school No. 3 in the spring of 1866, and showed such 
remarkable qualifications for the work she bad chosen that she was given from 
time to time more difficult and responsible places in the schools, until in 1868 
she was plc1ced 10 charge of the Grammar Department of the school in which 
sbe began her teachings. In that work sbe had no superior in the city. In 
Feb., 1872, she was appointed principal of the same school, then the largest in 
Davenport. With skill and devotion she met the responsibilities of the poslt1an, 
in which she made a marked success. She was principal of School No. 3 from 
1872 till the time of her death. Sbe passed to her reward Sept. 23, 188.5. 
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L. W. PARISH, 
CITY :',l' l'EHI ~TENDENT OF GltADED SCHOOL'-, JNDEPENDENC'F.. 

L. W. l'arisll has spent nearly Pl even years in the supPrintendence of 
graded srhools in Iowa, besides five or six years in educational \\'Ork in Illinois 
and the E::tRt. A man of cultnreand exact scholarship, liberal in his t>ducational 
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vie\\rs, and earnest in his profession, he holds a 
,vell-deserved prominence am,,11~ the best city 
superintendents of schools in lo\,·a. 

Ile is a natiYe of the Commou wealth of )!as
sach usetts. ..A.t Springtield, in that StatP, he first 
saw the light on the glorious 4th of July. 1850. 
Here be passPcl his childhood and youth. Ile en
joyed the advantages of the excellent public 
schools of his native town. Ile attended the 
Springfield liigh School for t\\'O years, and the 
:New Haven. Conn .. 1-Iigh School abou;, a year 
and a half. Ile finished his preparation for col
lege at Hopkins Latin Grammar School. .A.fter 
this thorough preparatory training, he entered 
Yale College, graduating in 1872 . 

On leaving college be at once entered upon 
his career as a teacher. Ile began teaching in the High School at Bradford. 
Connecticut, continuing there nearly two years. During 1874-5 be taught in 
Glastonbury Academy. ..A.t the close of bis services there he came to Io,va. 
His first position in the State v.•as that of principal of the public schools of 
Traer, where he continued one year. In 1877 he was chogen p1incipal of the. 
Rock Island, Ill., lligh School. His ability and success as a school man were 
readilv recognized. When he bad served two yefl..1•s at Rock Island, he was 
elected City Superintendent of the East Side Des Moines Schools. His six 
years' labor in that capacity demonstrated his tact as City t;uperinten<lent, his 
skill as a master of school organization and gradation, and his progressiYeness 
in methods of education. There is nothing of the .. show and shoddy'' about 
his work. High standards of culture and scholarship are maintained by hiiu 
in his schools. A student of the best educational literature, be readily puts 
into use ihe good arid the practical. No more honest, earnest, thorough work 
was ever done in the East Des Moines tlchools, than was done by L. W. Parish. 

In 1885 hEi became Superintendent of the Independence Schools, where he 
is now serving his second year on a three year contract at a salary of $1700 per 
year. 

Since coming to Iowa he bas been intimately associated '\\-ith the work of 
the State Teachers' Association. From 1882 to 188-5 he \vas a member of its 
executive committee, being chairman in the latter year. His management 
of the .Association was satisfactory to all. Before the General Association and 
in the Graded Department of the same, he has read papers of Yarious subjects 
at different times. I-Iis papers always show careful study, clearness of thought 
and forcibleness of expression. Supt. Parish was married .. \..pril 4th, 1877. to 
~Iiss Emma Stuart. 

• 
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Prof. Parish \Vas City Superintendent of the West Des Moines Schools from 
1870 to 188-5. "East Side,., on the previous page, is a misprint. lTndcr Supt. 
Parish's management the West Des Moines Schools had an anuual enrollment 
of about ;{,700 pupils and en1plc,yed a corps of 80 teacher~. 

~t\LLEN ARlVISTRONG, 
CITY SUPEHlNTEXDEN'l' OF GRADED SCHOOLS, STOl'X CITY. 

DlEO NOY. 21, 1888 . 

~-\.llenJ ).._rmstrong, for eight years, superintendent of tbe Council Bluffs 
schools, and for twelve years superintendent of the Sioux City schools, gave 
Io\va education twenty years of valuable service. This well known Iowa 
school man ,vas born in Belleville, Ohio, July 21, 1838. He died at his home in 
Sioux City, ILnva, Nov. 21, 188S. HLc; life thus spanned half a century of years, 
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one half of which "'ere 
devoted to the teacher's 
profession. It was the 
express wish of the fa
ther that his son, 1\.llen 
Armstrong, should be 
educated and trained for 
the profession to " 'bich 
he gave his life-work. 
He graduated from the 
Ohio State N o rm al 
School, and from Bald
win University. tle had 
already had some ex• 
perience in teaching and 
after graduating from 
Baldwin University he 
became an instructor in 
that institution. ln 1867 
be was chosen superin
tendent of the Spring
field, Ohio, SC h O O 1 s . 
,vhile there in 18u8 he 
,vas married to ~1iss 
Mary "\Vaterman Harri

son. In the year of their marriage. 1868, Prof. and Mrs. Armstrong removed to 
Io~va io engage in school work. 'l'hey settled at Council Bluffs where Prof. 
Armstrong became city superintendent of schools. He continued in that po
sition from 1868 to 1876. In that time he gained a well merited high place 
among the city superintendents of the state. 

In 1876 he was elected superintendent of the Sioux City schools, where he 
continued until the time of his death. During his career in 8ioux City the 
place more than doubled its population and the schools increased in proportions 
accordingly. During his twelve years service his salary was increased from 
$1,400 per year to $2,000. "\Vben he took charge of the schools only 25 teachers 
were required. In 1888 the corps of regular teachers numbered 78. In this 
twelve years the attendance \vas more than trebbled, the total annual enroll-
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ment in 18S8 being about 3,700 pupils. The course of study, the organization 
and the gradation of the schools were all the work of Supt. Armstrong, and 
all Vl'ho are acquainted with the high standard of the Sioux City schools know 
best of the excellent character and quality of his work. He '\\"as a master of 
school classification, organization and superintendence in all its details. He 
thoroughly comprehended the mission of the public school and the lligh school. 
It was shown by his work, his _public addresses and hy his annual reports that 
he had clear and practical views on the educational V\'ants of tlle country, 
standards of culture, processes of education, and methods of teaching. He 
was thoroughly imbued with the progressive spirit of the times and made ad
vancement in his work with the passing years. 

In speaking of Prof. Armstrong as a teacher the Sioux City Journal savs: 
"He was one of the best types of the teacher because he taught character as 
well as books. and taught all things V11ell." His death in :N' oYember, 1888, after 
a long sickness, was not unexpected, but it nevertheless brought sorrow to 
thousands of bearLs. Among the resolutions passed by the Sioux City School 
Board were the following: "ltesolved, That the pupils of the schools, pa~t and 
and present, mourn the departure ot' one wllose best love and ambition haYe 
been to make these scholars better and wiser men and women and more honor
able and manful citizens. 

Resolved, That in all his relations bis personal and private aspirations 
have been sunk in his zeal as an instructor, and in this task he has been braYe, 
wise and self denying. 

Resolved, That we shall ever cherish his memory as a man of exalted char
acter, a disinterested public teacher and one ,vho Lias endeared himself to all 
by bis manly conduct and unwaYering devotion to the public good in his cho.sen 
calling.'' 

The resolutions adopted by the Sioux City teachers manifested deepest 
feeling and sorrow at the loss of the one who bad been so long their faithful 
director and \\'ise counsellor. 

Of tbe 8tate Teachers' .A.ssociation and of the Educational Council Allen 
Armstrong was an influential member. [n 1874 he was president of the Asso
ciation. Many times during the past t"\'.\'enty years he took part in tbe exercises 
of the Council and of the Association. His opinions a.l\vays commanded re
spect and consideration. His name appeared on the printed programs of the 
A..ssociation for the meetin~ in December. 1888, but death claitned him one 
month before. In the 1\ ssoc1ation 's memorial of Supt. Armstrong, these fitting 
words are found: '·Those of us ,vho kne,v him so well can testil'v that it was 
ever his highest and greatest an1bition that his \York should ·be ~ ell and 
thoroughly clone. No man possessed a keener dislike for superficial V\'Ork. And 
he was ready at all times to raise bis voice, in his plain but emphatic manner, 
a~ainst everything that eyen in the slightest degre_e vergerl up_on pi:ofessional 
discourtesy.,, The Association also passed resofut1ons expressive of ,varm es
teem and deep regard for the deceased and sympathy for his bereaved \\'~do~. 
1Yirs . .t\rmstrong was the faithful and efficient assistant to her husband 1n his 
schools both at Council Bluffs and at Sioux City. and for nearly three months 
during his long sickness in the fall of 1888, she did his work as superintendent 
of the schools. 

Prof . . A.rmstrong was a member of the Co_ngregational _cbu~·cb 1 ~nd a deYout 
Christian. 1Ie was a faithful and true man in every relation 1n life. 

Ilis strong Christian character and influence touched thousands of liYes 
and the \\'Orltl vvas made better and happier by his having lived in it. 

C. H. GURNEY, 
CITY SUPERIN1'ENDEN1' OF HR.:\DED SCHOOL!-', l\L\RENc--o, 1O\\'.L 

('. II. Gurney was born iu Dutchess county, N. Y., in 18-!7. When ten 
years of age he came with his parents to Illinois. Ile finished a course of 
study in the J{e\\'anee Iligb 8cbool and then entered Hillsdale College, lilicbi
gan. Iu 1873 he graduated v.·ith honors from the classical course, receiYing the 
degree of . ..\ .. B. .A.s a student he was apt, diligent and thorough. During his 
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<'areP.r as a student he was obliged to remain out of college several terms to 
leach in order to meet the expenses at school. 

"\Yheu he graduated in 1873 he had already a successful experience in the 
public school work. In January, 1874, he "1as chosen principal of schools at 
Salem, Xebraska. He remained in that position two years. In 1876 he re
woYed to Io"·a, having l>een elected principal of the Villisca graded schools. 
llis four years' service there won him a good reputation as a school man. In 
1880 he became Superiuteuclent of the Shenandoah schools, where be did excel
lent service for eight years. During bis term of service his salary was ad
vanced seYeral hundred dollars. l-Ionest, earnest, thorough, efficient in all the 
details of the work under his charge, is Supt. Gurney. 

Ile is no,v serving bis first year as Superintendent of the Marengo schools. . 
E\'ery year he is engaged as instructor or conductor in several institutes. Ile 
has "'orked in many different counties in Iowa and Nebraska. \Vberever he 
onre instructs his services are always wanted again. In the State Teachers' 
..:\ssociation he takes active part. Heis at present a member of the Educational 
Council. 

ELIAS F. SCHALL, 
PRI~CIP,\L Oli' TnE 8ECOXD ,vARD AND Il[GII SCHOOL, ~IU(-;CATINE. 

Elias F. Schall was born Sept. 11th, 18-56, in St. Joseph County, Michigan, 
where 011 his father's farm he spent the early years of his life. After attend
tending the country school in the vicinity ot' bis home, he entered the Ann 
Arbor !Iigb ~cbool, from which he graduated in 1881, and entered the Univer
sity of 1-lichigan, class of '85. At the end of bis sophomore year he went to 
Detroit to t:-ikP a position as clerk in a wholesale and retail book store. In the 
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fall of 1883, the position of assistant teacher 
in the .1\{uscatine IIigh Scllool v.'as tendered 
him, from which time his attention has been 
given to school work. Mr. Scball's services 
\\'ere so acceptable to the Board of Education 
of the city, tbat at the encl of the first year 
be '\"\'as advanced to the Assistant l)rincipal
sbip, and one year later was unanimously 
elected to the responsible position of Princi
pal of the Second ,vard autl fligh Scbool, to · 
which place he has been re-elected each yflar 
since, and is nov;· serving his fourth year at 
the head of one of Iowa's first class lligh 
Schools. During his service he has shown 

·., himself to l>e an untirillg \Yvrker, always 
· .,., · sustaining the reputation of the school, and 

watching ovt>r its interests with the most zeal_ou~ carE?. Being; a clo~e observer, 
and student of school life wherever opportunity 1s atiorcled, bis duties are ren
dered all the more easy. and under his administration the school has taken rank 
as one of tht" finest disciplined and best ,vorking IIig-h Schools ~n the State. It 
bas au enrollment of 125 pupils, and Mr. ~ch all h,~s three. Ass1stan~s who are 
ably seconding bin1 in bis work. ln addit1on t~ his 'A·ork 111 the II1gh School. 
he also bas the immediate supervision of the eight grades below. 

On the 8th of ,June, 1887, Principal Schall was united in marriage t~ nliss 
.A.nna 13. Cloud \vho as his faithful First Assistant, had nobly seconded his pur
JJose to giYe 11ttscatine a model Iligh School, and in whom he found a most de-
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vote<I comranion. Tile days of their happiness were but few, for bPfore a vear 
had rolled b.v, death entered their happy llome and ca1led her t~ her eternal 
rest. Patiently and tenderly the loving husband i:iilministered to ber ,vants 
through a long illness with fond hopes that a kind l)rnYictence would spare her 
to hiD?, but, alas, llis will was otherwise and, on the 12th of April, her intense 
sufferings were brought to an end, congestion of the brain being the causr of 
her death, and the beloved husband \\'ctS left to mourn. 

Mr Schall is a consistent member of the .First Presbyterian Church. and 
take;l an active interE'st in widening the influence of the society. He is also a 
leading member in several of the voung men's social organizations in the city. 
He is thoroughly devoted to bis life work, and stands iu the front rank of tl1e 
younger educators of Iowa. 

GEO. CHANDLER, 
CI1'Y' ~UPERINTENDENT OF GRADED SCICOOLR, Ot-,AGE, IO"'.\... 

. . The subject of this slretch is ,videly and favorablv kno,,·n in Io,Ya as the 
author of ·' ~\.. IIistory and Civil Government of lo\\'a," for use in schooli-;. He 
is also ,vell known as an instructor in Nonual Institutes. He belongs to tlte 
growing progressive younger Iowa educators. Geo. Chandler was born at Gen
eseo, Ill., 11ay 6, 1806. Wben he was two year3 of age his parents removed to 

their forn1er hon1e at 11ilton, Mass. He was a pu
pil in the graded schools of Milton, and also of Bos
ton, and attended the 11i1ton High ~chool for two 
vears and a half hv the time he had reached four-
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teen. He was studious and quick to learn, n1aking 
rapid progress in his studies. 

In Sept., 1870, he came with his parents to IIo"'
arcl county, Iowa. In the follo\\ring "'inter he taught 
bis first term of school, in lloward county, at t"·enty--two dollars per month, completing tl. four months' 
term before he reached his fifteenth birthday. Prob
ably no other school man in the State began teach
ing at such a,n early age. His success as a teaeher 
at this youthful age is indicated by the fact that he 
taught four terms more in the district. 

From 18,0 to 1883, while not engaged in teaching or attending school, he 
worked 011 the farm and at ca,ri,E'utry. In 1877, at tile age of t"·enty-one, he 
entered the Io"·a :,,::;tate Normal 8chool, and in 187\.l completed the elementary 
course. l)nring the next fonr years he taught at Lake ('.ty, Calhoun County; 
I~iceville, Mitchell County; Cbarlotte, Clinton County, and ~litchell in 11itch
ell Countv. Ile 1esigned the principalsbip at the latter place at the close of 
the fall tenn in lh83, to assume the duties of County ~uper1ntendent in )litch
ell County, to \Ybich otlice be had been elected in October. 

He soon made an excellent reputation as a County Superintendent, bnt 
before hi8 first term expired he was in 1885 elected Superintendent of the Osage 
city schools. ...\t the end of one year's service in tbe Osage schools he was re
elected for a term of three years at a salary of $1,000 per aunu111. He has ,iust 
heen re-engaged for another term of three years at a salary of $1,:!:,o per year. 
This bespeaks with what success and popularity he has superYiseli tile Osage 
schools during the past four years. 

In 1884, "·bile in tbe Uounty Superintendency, he prepared his •·IIistory 
a nd Civil Government of Iowa," which is so extensiYely used in IIigh :--chools 
and Normal Institutes in Iowa. Prof. Chandler has for several years u1adP a 
spec'ial study of civil government, state and national, and the editor u11d(•r
stands that he is now preparing" ... ~ Civil Government of the united State~.'' 

Few if any school men of Prof. Chandler's age have bad so large an experi-
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ence in institute \rork as Le. He bas instructed in the Mitchell C'onnty Jn~ti
tute for fifteeu sessions, and is engaged to teach for the sixteeutb se~sion. Il e 
has taught t,vo sessions each in Clinton, Jones and Howard counties. and three 
ses<iions in Winnebago. In 1889 he will do institute work in all of tl.i e above 
u1entioned five counLies, besides work in other counties. Few n1en are so much 
in deu1and to do institute " 'ork. Ile is at borne with a class of teachers, as 
,vell as with pupils in the scbool room. • 

In 1863 Prof. Cbi:ind1er was married to Miss Bessie ~IcCook of l{iceYille. 
The u11io11 has been blessed ,vitb three children. 

l\1_EL\1IN F . .l·\REY, 
CIT1- l--UPERINT.ENDENT OF GRADED SCHOOLS, FT. DODGE, I<r\YA. 

In Hampden, Penobscot County , Maine, was born, in the year 1844, li1elvin 
F. Arey. ·who has been for twelve years superintendent of the Ft. Dodge 
Schools in Iowa . 

. A .. t the early age of four, Melvin F. Arey began his education in the public 
schools of ~Ia.ine. During his early life his time was divided between school 
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and work on the farm. '\Vben 
twelve years of age be entered 
an academy to prepare for col
lege. 

In 1861, he entered Bow
doin College. It ,vas just at 
the time vl'l.1en the people of 
the country ~vere aroused to 
the horrors and magnitude of 
the civil ,var. Mr. Arey en
listed soon after entering col
lege, and served under General 
Banks in Louisiana. On re
turning from the " ·ar, he re
entered Bowdoin College and 
graduated in 1867. 

Mr. Arey seemed early to 
be inspired with the desire to 
be a teacher. At the early age 
of sixteen he opened a private 
school in his native district, in 

which be was so successful, that be was called to teach the public school the 
following " 'intPr. The measure of succesR which attended bis efforts in this 
school bad much to do v.·itb determining his life-"9\'ork. He continued to teach 
District School during each winter of his academic and college student life. 
After graduation from Bowdoin in 1867, be was made principal of IIampden 
Academy, and at the same time served as a member of the supervisol'y school 
cqmmittee of the to"·n. Mr. Arey " 'as afterwards principal of Franklin 
Academy, Dover, N. II., for a short time, leaving this to assume charge of the 
East Maine Conference Seminary, at Buckport, one of the largest and best 
known of high grade seminaries of New England. 

The seminary prospered uuderbis administration, butbe found the work too 
confining, and be was compelled togive it up and seek a change of climate. So he 
~ame to Iowa 1n 187~, and soon opened a private school at Cedar l{apids. Which 
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he conducted for one year v.·ith such a degree of success. that 1n:.t11 v influential 
citizens offered to aid him 111 fouuding a college in that place. But he declined 
to stay and accepted an election to the superintendency of the Cedar .v'alls 
graded schools. In that capacity he v.•on a. deservedly high rank among the 
Iowa school men. In 1877 be \Vas chosen superintendent of the Ft. Dodge 
Schools in ,~hich position he still labors, serving his twelftll year. He has the 
hearty support of the pe9ple of Ft. Dodge. Ile manages the schools under 
his charge with a scholarship, skill, and tact that brings the highest success. 
Supt . .Arey is an educator ,Nho, though quiet in his v.•ork and unassuming in 
manner, is thorough, earnest, honest and efficient in his profession, never 
:Shirking any duty that falls to hi1n to perform. 
L-- Tbe Ft. Dodge schools have an annual enrollment of about 1,100 pupils aud 
-employ a force of twenty-two teachers. This work under Supt .. A.rey's super
vision receives careful attPntion in all departn1euts. Ile is master of tile de
tails and methods of <·rganization and gractation. 

In normal institutes be has had considerable experience and always v.·ith 
success. 

111 the State Teachers' Ass0ciation he has done good service. From 188-5 to 
1888 he was a member of the Executive Cornmittee. He has been a member of 
the Eclnca,tional Uou11cil from its organization and for some time has been sec
retary , having been sevPral ti mPs re-electPd to the office. 

HORACE 1\1. REBOK, 
• PRINCIPAL OF TllE TA)IA CITY PUBLIC SCllOOLS. 

One of t he younger Iowa school principals is Horace M. Rebok of Tama 
City. He v.1as born near Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, in 1864. He lived in 
that State until fourtPen years of age. He then lived four or five years in Ill. 
In 1882 he moved to Tama County, Iowa. 

After gaining the rudiments of an education in the common schools, be , 
entered the preparatory department of Westfield College in Ill., where he pur
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sued his studies two vears. He 
entered Western College at To
ledo, Iowa, in the fall of 1882, 
and remained there three years. 
From Western College he went 
to Otterbein University in Ohio, 
entering the senior class. Ile 
graduated with the degree of .. A .. 
B. in June 1886. Dming the 
whole year be was in Otterbein 
University, he ranked the highest 
in bis class. He left the school 
with strong commeudations of 
the president and faculty as to 
his good ability and excellent 
habits. 

,P. .. 

. "~¥.; After graduating he ~ras for 
••·• .,,. <?.:- a short time principal of a Ward 
t, . \\_ =i!I!. _;?:!: . School in .. \bilene, Kansas. Ile 
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··"":;" ... •- of the Dysart Schools. Tha,t 
spring be was electt>d principa.l of Gladbrook Schools. ..A.fter one yPars' service 
there he ""as re-elec1ed .-1t a11 arlvauct>d salary. Ile was later in the Al11:i1mer 
electect principal of the 1'ama Uity Schools at a larger sa,lary, and be resigned 
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at <.1ladbrook to accept the better position. Ever since 1Ir. Rebok entered the 
school "·ork he has been promoted each year. He is an energetic young school 
1nan, and his scholarship and enthusiasm in bis profession bespeak for him 
greater promotions in future. 

:\IISS P. \~./. SlTDLOvV, 
1-'0R)IER CITY SUPERINTENDEXT OF D .\ YE~PORT SCHOOLS. 

,. ~\mong the women in the ranks of Iowa educators none have held more 
prominent and important positions than Miss Phebe W. ~udlow of DaYenport. 
8he has \VOrkecl in almost eYery department from the lower grammar _grades 
of city schools up to a professorship in the State University. Iler thirty years 
in tbe profession have been fruitful of success to herself and her work, and of 
1Jenefit and blessing to the thousands of young people who have come -1nder 
her teaching and influence. 

She received her education in the common schools and the academy i11 
Ohio, and began teaching a country school at the early age of fifteen. It was 
a small school in a little log school house with a very young teacher, but the 
pupils were interested because the teacher was earnest and faithful, anu the 
school was as great a success as anybody's first school ever has been. ,vhen 
eighteen, she was asked to teach the ''winter school" in the district at home. 

In lS.56 Miss Sudlow removed ""'ith the family to Iowa, and it was iu Dav
enport that she entered upon her career of nearly thirty years as an Iowa 
teacher. She began as an assistant in sub-district No. 5 of the Davenport 
schools, in the fall of 18.58. The next t""•enty years of her work in DaYenport 
were years of personal growth and advancement in her profession. These years 
constituted a series of promotions from an assistant position in a sub-district 
at a salary of $300 per year through the different departments to the office of 
City Superintendent at a $2,000 salary. After working in different depar~ 
ments until 1860, sbe then became principal of Grammar and District School 
:No. 3, in which position she continued \\1ith but little change until her election, 
in Feb., 1872, to the principalship of tbe Davenport Training School. \Vben 
she began as principal of School No. 3, her salary was $400, but for several 
years previous to lier leaving the position it was $1,200 per year. Her experience, 
and long service in the different grades of school work, and her acknowledged 
tact and skill as a teacher. combined with her knowledge of the arts of the pro
fession and her abilities as a scholar, gave her emilient fitness for the princi
palship of the Training School f<lr Teachers. After nearly two years' service 
in that capacity, in the summer of 1874 she was unanimously chosen City Su
perinteudant of tbe entire system of Davenport Schools, as successor to W. E. 
Crosby. She was the first lady teacher in Io\va to receive a salary of $2,000. 
She continued in that position until her resignation four years later. 
1'1iss Sudlow filled the office with marked ability. Of her superintendency one 
of the Davenport papers said: "\Ve do not hesitate to affirm that at no period 
during the past twenty years bas there been such absolute freedom from com
plaint, disaffection, jealousies or friction among the teachers tban during the 
years in which Miss Sudlow bas been Superintendent. Certainly, also, our 
schools have never g-iven better evidence than now of thoroughly efficient in
struction, or of real progress, on the part of pupils." 

In June, 1878, ~Jiss Sudl0\Y was elected to a Professorship in the Iowa State 
University at a salary of $1,700 per year. In order to accept this position she 
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resigned the superintendency at :Davenport, just baYing been re-elected to that 
position for the fifth year. The Davenport School Board on accepting her res-
1gnat1on adopted tbE- followiBg, July 8, 1878: 

"WHEREAS, Miss P. W. Sudlow, for many years an efficient teacher and 
supe1intendent of our city schools bas been called to and accepted a Profess
orship in the State University, and her resignation reluctantly accepted by this 
Board. 

··Resolred, That while we rejoice in her promotion to the higher school 
work of the State, we sincerely regret her wit.hdra~val from our city schools, in 
which she has earnestly and successfully labored, and accomplished so much in 
bringing them to their present prominent position among the schools of tbe 
country.'' 

Miss Sudlow was heartily welcomed to a place in the Faculty of the State 
University. as Professor of English Language and L iterature. Her natural 
abilities and scholarly attainments made her an excellent acquisition 
to the corps of instructors in the University. .After four years Ol service in tbe 
University sbe tendered her resignation, mL1cb to the regret of the friends of 
the institution. A.t the close of her labors in June, 1881, the Faculty of the 
University held an informal meeting, and through Prof. Leonard expressed to 
her their regret at her retirement. and assurance of their friendship and esteem 
for her and appreciation of her labors vvith them. Miss Sudlow ,vas presented 
with a very beantiful Paris clock by President Pickard, as a gift from the 
Faculty. 

She intended her resignation at tbe University to close her professional 
career, but her services have since been strongly demanded in the schools of 
Davenport, where sbe has done some teaching since 1881. She is DO"' principal 
of school No. 1, in that city. 

Miss Sudlow bas tbe honor of being the first lady president of the Iowa 
State Teachers' Association, and the only lady president fron1 the organization 
of the .A .. ssociation in 1854 to tbe meeting of 1888, when Supt. Lottie E. Granger 
was elected to that office :tv1iss Sudlow presided at tbe meeting in Cedar 
R.apids, Iowa, in 1877. 

In 1878 she received from Cornell College, Iowa, the honorary degree of 
Master of Arts. 

To say that Miss Sudlow has been successful in tlle various positions she 
bas occupied in school work for thirty years, is to say but little. Words can not 
measure the work of the capable cbristian woman, devoted to her profession. 
faithful in tbe performance of every duty, skillful and efficient as a teacher, 
and sympathetic with all the best interests of her pupils. In those qualities of 
mind and heart ,vhicb make a teacher's highest success, she is espec.:ially strong. 

AUTHORS AMONG IOWA TEACHERS. 

~ 

1rY PRIN. F. E. PLU)l )IER, DES ) IOlNES. 

Jerome Allen, formerly President of Lenox College, Hopkinton, Iowa, author of au 
"English Grammar." "Manual of Map Drawiog," "?-Hod Studies for Youog Teachers." 

See page 3ii7. 
Dr. J.C. Armentrout, formerly Instructor of Physiology, Iowa City Acnclemy. author 

of "outlines in Physiology and Hygiene ." 
C. E. Dessy, formerly Professor of Botany, I. A. C., .~mes, autbor of a·• Botany.·· 
111.rs. A. B. Billington, Secretary of State Superintendent, author of "Poe1ns." and 

miscellaneous articles. 
Thomas M. Blukesly, Pro,fessor of Mathematics, University of Des Moines, author ur 

"Elements of Geometry,'' 
C. ~L Doutelle, Principal of Schools, Decorah, author of "Man Outside"; is also l\ 

writer for Frank Leslie's ~taguzine. 
Leonard Brown, formerly Superintendent of SchoOl'l, Polk county, author of" I'ocm:--

of the Prairies," and" lowa, the Promised of the Prophets,':nnd .. Protection.', 
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neorge Chandler. P rincipal of Schools, Osage, o.utbor of 11" History 11111d Civil Go\'el'n-
1nent of Iowa," 

_-\. N. C'ut-rier, Prc>fe~sor in Iowa St11te Uni,·(wsit~, author of "Latin Preih,es and 
Su ffixe.-. 

Amos Dean, first President or S. U. of I., author of two volumes on'' Ci\'ilization." 

Samuel Dewell, formerly Principal of Schools, Magnolia, author of a" Geography or 
Iowa." 

J. L. Enos, formerly an Institute C'onductor,author of nn "Intellectuttl and Practicnl 
Arithmetic." 

Laura S. EnF-ign, Instructor in the I. S. N., Cedar Falls. author of "Outlin(• .Methocls in 
History aud Geography. " 

Stt>pben N. Fellows, Professor ol ~rental t1nd :Moral Science and Didactic~, S. C. of I .. 
edited·• \Yatts· Improvement of the :Mind," and" Pnge·s Theot·y ttnd Practice.·· 

J.C. Gilchrist, Principal of Northern Iowa Normal School, Algona, author of 11 "n~
ography of Io wit." 

W.W. Gist, Professor of English Language and Literature, Coe Colle~c. Cedar Hapids, 
author of ·• Lessons in English: Composition, nrammar and Rhetoric Co1nbined." 

Prof. Goodyear. one of the Proprietol'Sof the Cedar Hnpids Business College, autho1· 
of" Single and Double Entry Book-keopiug."' 

James Hall" Professor in S. U. of I., author or '' Geological Survey of Iown." 
Minnie T. Hatch, Principal of \-Vashington Building, Des Moines, author or 11 ~cries or 

"Children's Stodes,' publi~hed in the Iowa State Register; also, miscellaneous poeu1s. 
G. H inrichs, formerly Profeseor of Sciences, S. B' of I., author of ·• Elements of Chem· 

istry,'' and .. Elements of Physics. ' 
J. D. Hornby, Principal of Logan Schools, author of a "School Register." 
W. N. Hull, formf'rlv of the I. S. ~- R., Ctidar Fall:,, author of works on" Book-keep

ing,'' "Physiology,'' and" Drawing." 
Gao. ,v . .Jones. Editor of the Iown Normal .Monthly, author of "Sketches of Ten 

American Authors." 
0 J. Laylander, Superintendent of Schools, Cedar Falls, an<l A . L. Rhattuck, Principal 

of Schools, Yictot·, a1·e joint authors of ''Orthogl'apby." 
Jessie lh1cy, Pl'ofessor in Iowa College, Grinnell, author of "Civil Goverun1ont ot 

Iowa," and" Our Government: How it Grew, ,vhat it Does, and Row it Docs it." 
Herman Martin, formerly Princ·ipal of81gh School, Des Moines, t\uthor or a sorl<>s of 

"A t·i thmetics." • 
T. A. McBride, Professor of Natural Science, S U. of I., author" .Plant Record." 
\\'. 11. ~IcClain, 1or1nerly Proprietor of Iowa CUy Academy, nuthor of n work ou 

"Book-keeping." 
EmelinMcClaiu, \'ice Chancello1· of the Law Department, S. C. of I., author of ")lc-

Clain's Annotated Code," and "Outlines of Criminal Law and Procedure." 
J. L. Mccreery, formerly teacher in Du buque, authol' of a collection of "l:'oe1ns." 
J. M. Mehan, p ropr ietor of .Capital City Comme1·cial College, Des r.loi aes, author of 

•• A Chart of Political History"; also, in preparation, a" Manual of .Business Correspon-

dence.'' 
George I. Miller, Superintendent of Schools, Boone, author of "Topical Analyses of 

Alcohol, Tobacco and Opium." 
R. Anna Morris, Supervisor of Elocution and Physical Culture la West Des .Moine::,. 

Schools, author of "Hand-Book on Physical Culture." 
H . Olerich, Jr., Principal of Schools, Arcadia, author of "Various Essays." 
A. N. Palmer, one of the proprietors of t he Cedar Rapids Business College, Cedar 

Rapids, author of '' Palmer's Guide to :Muscular Writing." 
H . W, Parker. Professor in Iowa College, Grinnell, author of "Tho Spirit of :Beauty; 

Essays Scientific and .tEstbetl\l"; also, author of a poem," The 6tory of u Soul,'' as well as 
many magazine articles published in the Forum and the Nor th American Re,· iew." 

T. S. Parvin, at onetime StStte Librarian, author of "Educational IIistory of Iowa"; 
t1lso ios a magazine and newspaper writer on miscellaneous topics. 

Jonathan Piper, formerly an Institute Conductor , author of "Graded Seat Work iu 

Arithmetic." 
F1·ank E. Plummer, Principal of High School. Des ~foines, author of "Wordi:,: Their 

Spelling, Choice and Pronunciation." The appendix contains a chapter entitled" A Literary 
~[an's Kit O' Tools." 
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:b1rs. R. S. Pollard, Fort l\I adison, author of "Pollard's Synthetic l\Iethocl," and a series 
of "Primary Readers." She al@o wrote under the assumed name of "Kate Partington." 

Mrs. Emily Purkhiser Hornberger, formerly special teacher of Pcn:nansbip and Draw
ing, Nevada, author of a series or" Drawing Books." 

E. ?of. Rand, County Superintendent of Schools, l\fitchell county, author of "School 
Laws. 

W. 0. Riddell, teacher of History in the Woodbine Normal School, Woodbine, author 
of •· A Comprehensive Outline of the History of the United States for the rse of Tenchers 
and Pupils." 

N. Rosenber, formerly County Superintendent of Schools, Jellerson county, author of 
"Civil Government of the State of Iowa." 

.J . . M. Ross, formerly editor of the Iowa School Journal, author of a "Geography of 
Iowa." 

Charles E. Shelton, Principal of Schools, De Witt, author of "Numerical C'harts, .. nod 
"Numerical Game." 

W. J. Shoup, Principal of Fourth Ward ~cbool, Dubuque, author of "Easy "'orcls for 
Little Learners," and "Shoup's Graded Speller." 

J. P. Simpson, formerly Principo.l of Lucas Academy, Lucas, autbot· of "Simpson's 
Historical Key." 

Mlss P. W. Sudlow, formerly Superintendent of Schools, Davenport, and W. E. Crosby, 
nlso formerly Superintendent of Schools, Davenport, joint authors of" Language Le--sons." 

Howard Tripp, formerly a teacher, Le .l\[ars, author of a collection of "Poems." 
Vina Warr, Principal High School, I ndependence, author of n collection of "Poems." 
George$. ,vedgwood, formerly Superintendent of Schools, Atlantic, authot· of "Top-

ical Analysis." 
A. S. Welch, formerly President of J. A. C., Ames, author of an" English Grammar,'• 

and "Talks on Psychology." 
Mt·s. A. S. ,velch, of the I. A. C., Ames. author of a" Cook Book." 
W. M. Welch, County Superintendent of Schools, Jackson county, author of "How to 

Organize, Classify and Teach a Country School." 
C. A. White, P rofessor of Sciences, S. U. of I., author of a "Geography of Iowa," 

and "Geological Survey of Iowa. • 
.J. D. Whitney, P rofesso1· in S. 'G. or I., author of several volumes pertaining to "Geol

ogy" and" Mineralogy." 
D. S. Wright, Professor in State Normal School, Cedar Falls, author of "A Te11cher's 

Handbook of Aritbmotic." 

EDITORIAL EXPLANATION. 
'l'he biographical part of this volume is incomplete. Tile sketches of many 

prominent workers of the past aud present do not appear here because the 
editor Vl'as unsuccessful in his efforts to obtain the data. But in the historical 
articles reference and respect is paid to the names of scores of wor thy men and 
women whose sketches should apJ)ear in this volume to render it complete in 
respect to biographical history. But the data was not obtainable for such 
sketches. 

No doubt many mistakes bave crept into this volume v.•bich time and in
vestigation v.rill con·ect. 

IOWA STATE TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION. 

On pages 285 and 286 may be found brief accounts of the To,va State Teach
ers' meetings held in 186-l, which were tbe first beld in the State. The presi
dent o.t' the Association at tbese first two sessions, Mu~catine, b-1ay 10, 1854, 
and Iowa Cjty, Dec. 27, was ,J . ..l. Parvin, "'ho, though not a teacher, was 
prominently connected with early educatiOJ\ in Muscatine, as a member of the 
School Board. 

In 1865 no meeting " 'as held, but in 18l5G a meeting was called at Iowa, 
City, and the Association reorganized ,vith a new constitution. 'l'wo sessions 
were held in 1856. .T. L . Enos was president. He was then located at Cedar 
Rapids. For two years following January, 18-57, he v.•as editor of the .. ,-oice of 
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Io\Ya,' ' the official educational journal of the State, published at Cedar Rapids. 
1-Ie was one of the twoorthreeruostactivepioneerinstituteconductors. During 
the year 1858 he instructed in six institutes in as many different conn ties. He 
eontinued as institute conductor for several years. In 1864 he conducted four
teen institutes, and in 1865 fifteen institutes. Ile was the author of an "In
tellectual and Practical ~\ri thmetic. " He no,Y Ii Yes at Enos, Florida. 

With the exception of Humphrey, Cross, Ingalls, IIastings, Thompson and 
Rogers. the presidents are all sketched elsev,here in this volume . .As to present 
condition of the .Association and the several departments, see page 302. 

PRESIDENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 
D .\.TES A:N"D PLACES OF )IEETING. 

1 1854- f 1Y1uscatine} J ...\. P·lrvin 16. 1870-Waterloo ....... Jona. Piper 
· · 1 Iowa City .. · · · ' 17. lb7l-Council Bluffs .... J. S. Buck 

185-5-:No Meeting .................. 18. 1&72-Davenport .... S. N. Fello~'S 
" 1856- j Iowa City I J 1 E 19. 18i3-Iowa City ... L . J\1. Hastings 
-· / ~1uscatine J · · · · · "· nos 20. 1~74-Des 1-loines .. . .A . .Armstroug 
3 185- J Dubuque } D F \Vells 21. 187-5-Bnrlington J. fl. Thompson 

· ,- tlowa City .... · · 22. 187H-Grinnell ....... C. P. Rogers 
-1. 1858-DaYenport .. C. C Nestlerode :?3. 1877- C. Rapids. Miss .P.W.Sudlow 
-5. 1859-Wasbington .. . . F. Humphrey 24. 1878-Alarshalltown ...... II. Sabin 
6. 1860-Tipton .......... D. F. \Ve11R 2-5. 1879-Independence .. W. J. Shoup 
7. 1861-Muscatine ...... . A.. S. Kissell 26. 1880-Desbiloines.R.G.Saun<lerson 
8. 1862---~lt. Pleasant. U. C. Nei:;tlf'rode 27. 1881- 0 skaloosa .... ..... S. Calvin 
9. 1863-Grinnell. ........ ~f. K. Cross 28. 1882-C'edarFalls .. R . .A.. Harkness 

10. 1864-Dubuque ...... .. II. Ji.. Edson 29. 1883-Des Moines.*L.lJ.Klinefelter 
11. 186-5-0 skaloosa .. .... . Oran Faville 30. 1&'34-Des Moines ... H. H . Seerley 
12. 18t6-Cedar Rapids ... L . F. Parker 31. 1885- Des !\Joines ..... W F. King 
13. 1867- Des Moines ..... 11. M. Ingalls 32. 1886-Des Moines .. M. W. Bartlett 
14. 1868-Keokuk ...... 'r. S. Parvin R3. 1887- Cedar Rapids ... L. T . Weld 
15. 1869-h'larshalltown ... ,v. M. Brooks 34. 1888-Des Moines ... J. L. Pickard 

*Supt W. \Y, Sr>ee1·, of Marshall Co., was president, but in the absence of him and of 
the first vice-president, the second vice-president, L. L. K linefelter, acted as president of 
the Associatlou. 

C. C. NESTLERODE. 
It would have been a pleasure totheeditor to present a complete sketch of 

C. C. Nestlerode, but only a few meagre statements regarding bis life and work 
were obtainable. He was born March 17. 1824, in Center county, Pennsylvania. 
His early education was such aR the Elementary Spelling Book, the Old Eng
lish Reader, Dabboll 's Arithmetic, and Kirkham's Grammar, afforded. He 
eame to Io,¥a in 18-54, and for the following eight years no school man in Iowa 
was more enthusiastic and influential in promoting the gro,vtb of our public 
schools. With all his mind and heart be believed in tbe "union" or graded 
schools, and the public bigb school. He built up a system of graded schools at 
Tipton which made the place a landmark in Iowa educational history. He was 
a successful leader and organizer, and by his success in the Tipton Union 
Schools and through his personal influence secured the State legislation of 1858 
relative to the establishment of graded schools in Iowa. For his work in the 
Tipton Schools, see page 289. 

He was one of the most active and influential "''orkers in the State Teach
ers' .Association for eight years following 1854, in which year be attended the 
second session of the Association. Ile was twice president of the Association, 
first in 1858 and next in 1862. In these early years of the State Association he 
was first among the first in all movements and action tov.•Hrd influencing pub 
lie opinion in favor of a better system of education. In 1862 be resigned his 
position as principal of the Tipton schools, where he bad served eight years, 
and in the fall of that; year returned to Ohio. He now lives at Fostoria1 O. 
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A. S. \rVELCH, LL. D. 

"\Vhile in California for the benefit of his health, A. S. Welch died at Pasa
dena, Wednesday; March 14, 1889. He is another of Iov.1a's noble band of 
educators who bas laid down the teacher's scepter. 

Ha Ying graduated from 1'11cbigan University at .A.nn Arbor in 184!, and 
having a successful experience in public schools in Michigan, he iu 1852 became 
the first principal in the Michigan State Xormal School at Ypsilanti ,vhere be
continued for ten or twelve years. He then went to Florida for his health. 
"\Vhi1e in that state be was elected to the. United States Senate antl after two 
years service in that political office he resigned to accept the presidency of the 
Iowa Agricultural College which opened with bim as president in 1869. For 
t\venty years he had beeu connected with the college eitller as president or pro
fessor He " ·as a peer among his peers in the advanced educational thinkers 
and workers in the '\\'est. 

BUSINESS EDUCATION IN IOWA. 

BY C. BAYLES~, . \. )I. 

The history of Iowa is one of which every "Ha,vkeye·· is justly proud. 
Om· prospe1ity as a people, our advancement in material wealth aud in all that 
goes to make up a great State, is largely dne to our educational institutions. 
whose foundations were laid by the first settlers of this common,Yealth. 

Out of the public schools, in rapid succession, have sprung the high schools. 
seminaries, colleges and universities in every section of tbe State. These
schools have been further supplemented by schools of business, agriculturet 
medicine, theology and law, until nothing remains to be desired but to improYe 
and perfect the system along the entire line. 

Tbe special province of the business college is to supplement the grand 
\\'Ork of the public and high schools in order to more thoroughly prepare young
ladies and gentlemen for the active pursuits of business. The history of this 
special line of work has never been wiitten, and statistics relatinJ to it are 
very meager, therefore we can only ~eueralize and present such facts as are 
readlly obtainable, aided by our recollections of more than t\\' enty-five years in 
this field of labor. 

To A. Bayless, Jr., should be accorded the honor of establishing the fi rst 
Commercial College in Iowa. Its doors were opened to the public in the city 
of D11buque on the 3rd day of October, 1858. l n 1859 it was incorporated, and 
A. Bayless became its first President In 186i. be associated ~vith him in the 
business, the writer of this article. In 186.~ the founder of this Institution 
died, and C. Bayless succeeded to the Presidency, whicb position he has held 
to the present time. ln 186.S, a Commercial College was opened in the city of 
Davenport and also one in Burlington under the auspices of the Bry
ant & Stratton chain of Colle~es. In 1866, Bayless & Miller opened a Commer
cial College in Keokuk under the former na:::ne. This partnership lasted about 
t hree years, and was then dissolved by mutual consent. In 1872, a Business 
Co1lege was opened in the city of Des Moines. Commercial, or business col
leges as they are now generally called, baye been st arted from time to time in 
nearly eYerv city in the State of three thousend inhabitants and upwards 
Very few, however, have succeeded in cities of less than ten thousand inhabit
ants; even in the larger places important changes have been made, both in the 
proprietorship and names of the schools. But it is safe to assert tnat business 
education in [owa stands upon a firmer foundation and promises greater use
fulness and permanency to-day than ever before in i ts history. 

From the last published report of the United States Commissioner of 
Education, we ootain some interesting statistics. The total nun1ber of Bus.i
ness Colleges in the U. S. in 1887 was tv.'O•bundred and seventeen. Of this 
number Iowa claims seventeen with an actual attendance of 4015. Only three 
States report a larger attendance, and in proportion to population, Iowa stands 
far ahead of all others. Only three States report a larger nun1ber of instruct-
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ors, and in proportion to the nun1ber in attendance, Iowa again takes the first 
vosition. From tbeRe facts it is fair to infer that business education in this 
State is popular with the people. 

Not only does Iowa take a leading position among the States of the l Tnion 
in regard to the matter of business education, but also in many other import
ant respects, v.·hich have a direct bearing upon this subject. It is but little 
1nore than forty years since Iowa ,vas admitted intd the Union as the twenty
ninth State. According to the census of 1880 she " 'as tenth with respect to 
populal.ion, having gained one point over her sister StatPs, upon an aYerage. in 
~very t\venty-one months of her existence. This remarkable advance in popu
lati0n, is by no means the only feature of Iowa's ,vonderful progress. Only 
those who have studied and comparecl the facts revealed hy the last census are 
aware tbat Iowa stands first among the States of the Union in respect to pro
portion of persons o,·er ten years of age able to read and first 1n respect to 
male \Vhite population from fifteen to twenty able to w1ite. Tbe census brouiht 
to light also the fl'lct that Iowa was first in respect to production of Indian 
Corn per capita; first, in respect to the production of oats per ca.pita: first. in 
the aggregate production of all grains and of all food per capita; first, in re
spect to the yield of corn per acre; first, in respect to tbe clip of ,vool per 
sheep; first, in respect to the production of butter at factories, and thls latter 
industry bas now gro"'n to immense proportions. A fur ther comparison in re
gard to the yield of crops per capita. reveals the fact that the average produc
tion in the United t5tates of all cereals and potatoes was three thousand one 
hundred and thirty-one pounds for each inhabitant, while Iowa's productions 
of these elements of human food was twelve thousand one hundred and eighty 
pounds for each man, woman and child found in the State in June, 1880. This 
'\"\'as nearly four times as much, proportionately, as was produced by the entire 
country at large, and it is believed tbat this aggregate of production in propor
tion to population, is without a parallel. 

These facts have a strong bearing, not only upon the business interests of 
this State, but also upon the subject of business education. Every one of our 
ninety-nine counties have one or more railways ,vithin their borders, and to
day we have eight thousand three hundred and forty-six miles of these high
ways of civilization to transport and market the immense surplus required to 
carry on the various interests necessarily involved in the production, distribu
tion and exchange of Iowa·s wealth requires a special education for those who 
are called upon to record and sbow the results of her various busine!'ls enter
prises. Earnest efforts are now being put fc,rth by tbe Business Colleges of 
Iowa to thoroughly train their students for the practical ~1ork of life. The 
large patronage bestowed upon tbem clearly indicates that they are appreciated 
by tbe public. They are better to-day than thev were ten years ago, aud ,ve 
believe the next fiye years will show a still greater advance. 

"The Business .Educators ..l.ssociation ,, is doing much to raise the standard 
of business education tbrougbout the country and quite a number of IoV1•a 1nen 
are active members of that organization. 

The following is an alphabetical list of Business Colleges in Iowa, taken 
from tbe last report of the United States Commissioner of Education: 

1. Bayless Business College, Dubuque, C. Bayless, Principal. 
2. Cedar Rapids Business College, Goodyear & Palmer, l)rincipals. 
3. Clinton Business College, O. P. Judd, P1incipal. 
4. Capital City Commercial College, Des Moines, J. 11. 1'1ehan, l'1incipal. 
5. Davenport Business College..., J. C. Duncan . Principal. 
<i. Decorah Business Uollege, J obn R. Slack, Principal. 
7. Elliott's Business CoJlege. Burlington, G. W. Elliott, l)rincipal. 
8. IIurd·s Busin<-'ss College, Farette, H . E. Hurd Principal. 
!}. lla"·keye Business College. Storm Lak~~ C .. J. Connor, Principal. 

10. Iowa Commercial College, Davenport. vv ood & Van Patten, l'r1ncipals. 
11. Iowa City Commercial College, J. II. Williams. l'rincipal. 
12. Iowa Business College, Des Moines. Jennings & Chapman, P rincipals. 
13. Muscatine Business College, J. B. IIarris, Principal. 
14. Northwestern Business College, ::iioux City, 0. S. Davidson, Princ.ipal. 
15. Oskaloosa Business College, L. \V. Howe, Principal. 
16. Ottumwa Business College. O. I,. Mi.Iler, Principal. 
17. Pierce's Business College, J{eokuk, Chandler LI. Pierce, Principal. 
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To the business ec.lucator belongs the task of directing and shaping that en
ergy which directs and shapes the commerce of the \VOrlcl, and when the 
achievements of the great \Vest are discussed his influence cannot be " 'holly 
ignored. He exerts a po\ver, almost imperceptible, yet important. The fric
tion and sharp competition of the present clay are fi'x:ed elements in business. 
The young man who launches into business channels demands a superior 
training. He is taught a \"Yell defined business policy, and even diplomacy. as 
well as proper discretion and energy. The business educator must, therefore, 
be more than an old fashioned pedagogue. There must be a broadness in his 
ideas; he must not only teach the student in method and rudiments, but to 
plan, to create as vvell, and incite him to new ideas and ne,v aspirations. Th e 
possibilities of a new country warrant this, and the progressive teacher sees 
his task. 

Among the eminent teachers of the ,Vest of this order, is l>rof. Charles J. 
Connor of Storm Lake, Io,va, formerly principal of the Ila wkeye Business Col
lege at above place, and superi ntentlent of tbe schools of Buena \ .. ista Couuty . 
. A.mong his labors has been the conducting ot' Teachers' Institutes, and it n1ay 
oe mentioned that he bas been attended " 'ith reu1arkable success. His 1neth
ods are practical and at once find universal fayor. 

Mr. Conner was born at , .. incennes, Ind., on tne 13th of July. 16-38. Shortly 
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after,rard bis parents removed to a farm near Sterling, Ill., where he lived 
until he was about sixteen years old. At that period of life be became a stu-
1lent of Carthage College, and during the last t,Yo of his four years at this 
Rcbool, he was engaged as the teacher of penn1anship and bookkeping. This 
lint> of ·work he subsequently followed at Genesee, Jordan and Mt. Parnassus, 
being called in 1882 to preside over the graded school at Newell, I owa. 

In the fall of 1883 he was elected superintendent of the schools of Buena 
\yh;ta county, which necessitated his removal to Storm Lake, Ia., where he 
~ubsequently started hia business school. A re-election to the office of super
intendent in 1886 by a majority three times as great as he had first received, 
tells the story of his popularity and worth. .1:~t the County Institute in March, 
1887, tlle teachers expressed their appreciation of bis services in a very flatter
ing set of resolutions. He has taught drawing and penmanship in 15 different 
county institutes, giving instructioru, to o,·er 2,500 teachers. 

In the fall of 1884, Mr. Conner organized the Hawkeye Business College at 
Storm Lake. This institution he conducted with marked success in connec
tion with his duties as County Superintendent until the fall of 1887, when he 
sold his interest . 

..t~S a teacher of penmanship he is unsurpassed, and as a penman he ranks 
among the best in the state. Ire was one of tbe charter members of 1'he 
Western Penman's Association and received the following flattering notice in 
the official organ of the Association: 

"Charles J. Conner of Storm Lake, Iowa, manfully bears the honor of 
being the first president of the Western Penman's Association. 

"Prof. Conner served the Associati<,n faithfully at its late meeting, and if 
any of his rulings gave dissatisfaction, "·e failed to discover the fact." 

During the meeting of the State Teachers' Association, in December 1887, 
he organized a department of penmanship and drawing in connection with that 
body, and now represents the department as one of the Executive Council. 

Mr. Conner is one of the best balanced educators in the field, and labors fo!· 
the good of the cause of education all aiong the line. Penmen i'ejoice to kno"' 
that they have so able a representative in the public school \Vork and as a su
perintendent and institute teacher, fields ripe for penmanship harvest. 

We are informed that at the end of the present year be intends to withdra\v 
from the general school work and devote his entire time to the teaching of 
Penmanship in one of the large cities of the State. 

In June, '79, Mr. Conner "'as married to a bright, intelligent little school 
ma'am, formerly Miss Jessie Coe, of Sterling, Ill., and his family consists of 
one boy, a lad of eight, who shares his father's love for pen and ink, and bids 
fair to become one of the leading penmen of the future. 

SCHOOL BOOK AGENTS IN IOWA. 

JON ATHAN PIPER, A. 1\1. l 

GENERAL AGENT FOR IYISON, 13LAJ(E)£AN & CO., CllICAGO . 

..1.mong all the veteran school men wbo belong to the pioneer educators of 
Iowa, none holds a more conspicuous place than Jonathan Piper. For a quarter 
century, beginning with 1853, he performed a noble work in the schools and 
teachers' institutes in this State, in all of which \VOrk none was in advance of 
him in efficiency, in burning enthusiasm, in active work in all movements of 
educational progress in Iowa. Thousands of teachers in this and other Htates 
pay him tribute for first ba,ving inspired them ,vith educational enthusiasm and 
professional zeal. ,vith the name of Jona. Piper left out the history of Io,va 
education can not be written. 

Brietly stated, the chronology of events in bis life are as follows: Ile ,vas 
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born i~ ~e~ HaJ'.!lpshire in_1830. Pa'.ssing his early life o~ the farm, he receiYed 
that d1sc1pllne of labor wb1ch the farn1er boy gets by daily toil on the farn1 in 
summer and by study in the district school in winter. From the district scbool 
he went to the academy, walking six to eight miles a day in order to enjoy the 
privileges of such a school. He was at different times a student in Greenland 
.Academy, South New1narket Academy and Hampton Academv. He then 
entered Bowdoin College, vvhere he pursued bis studies for some time. He 
taught his first term of school in New Hampshire, in 1847. Dm·in~ tbe 
next four years he taught at Chester, l{ensington aud Hampton. and the last 
year, 1851-2, in Hampton Academy. [n 1853, ·when at the age of twenty-three, 
10 the flush of young n1anhood, he came to Iowa, and in October of that rear 
opened Troy Academy, at Troy, Davis county, Iowa. · 

Troy Academy became " 'ell and favorably known and was the centre of 
educational inspiration and zeal to many young men and young v.•omen ,vho 
afterwards became teachers. Jona Piper remained at the head of T1oy ~.\.cad
emy until 1855. The next five years. 18:i6 to 18Gl, he conducted the St. Francis
ville Academy in 11issouri. In 1862 he returned to Iowa and opened a private 
-school at Eddyville. In tbe year 1863-4 be was principal of the Eddyville pub
lic schools. During the next two years his time was almost wholly given to 
work in Teachers' Institutes which at that time were held at different seasons 
-0f the year instead of in the summer only as at the present time. In 1867 be 
was elected principal of the public school, of Manchester, Delaware county, 
where he continued for three years. \Vith his leavi11g 1Ylanchester in 1870 his 
actual work in the school room ceased, and during the nearly nineteen years 
since that time he has been and is now general agent for the great ,vestern 
school book publishing firm of Ivison, Blakeman & Co. 

But Jona Piper's educational work in Iowa dill not close with his career in 
the Echool room. For the next twelve or fifteen years he continued to engage 
extensively in the work of our normal institutes as instructor, conductor and 
lecturer. Perhaps his greatest work in Io\va education was done in the Teach
ers' Institutes. He who was all aglow with enthusiasm for better work and 
better methods in our public schools was especially fitted to inspire and to train 
teachers. Many are the loval tributes paid to his work in this volume by 
various w1;ters. · 

Certainly no roan in Io,va bas done more toward founding and establishing 
the Normal Institute as an efficient part of our school system than Jona Piper. 
He conducted an Institute as early as 1854, at Trov, Davis county. Re also 
conducted the Mahaska County lnstitute for tbe years 1861 and 18G:3. He 
,vorked, either as instructor or conductor, in Institutes in the following coun
ties in 1864: Wapello, Clinton, Monroe, Decatur, Lee, Bremer, Louisa and 
Tama. During the year 1865 he conducted Institute in tvvent:v ditferent coun
ties in Iowa. and as many more the following year. The first :{orniol Institute 
of four weeks held in Iowa was conducted by Mr. Piper at Oskaloosa in 1867. 
(See page 308.) This was the beginning of a movement ,vhich in tbe ne~1; six 
years became general in several counties and finally resulted in the Normal 
lnstitute law of 1874. During his career in IowR- he has appeared 1n hundreds 
of Institute sessions in the capacity of instructor and lecturer. 

As a lecturer before Normal Institutes and Teachers Associations Jona 
Piper always is jnteresting, thoughtful, forcible, enthusiastic, even sublimely 
eloquent at times. Tbe rare ability to inspire a ,vbole body ot teachers and 
kindle new zeal in their hearts, he possesses in a high degree. A ready and 
eveu brilliant speaker his voice is familiar to all who have attended the Iowa 
State Teacbers Associations in the past t,veuty-five years. Ile has done val
iant service in the ,vork of the Association. 

Though Mr. Piper did not graduate from coJlege he has always been a stu
dent and a great reader. The school room and the Institute have been the 
college which has given him bis best training. lle has received the degree of 
.A .. 13. from the Jowa State University, and the degree of A . .M. from Iov.'a C(?l
lege and from Bowdoin College. honors which came to him unsought and 1n 
some cases without his knowledge. 

With headquarters now at 149 Wabash avenue, Chicago, he represents 
Ivison, Blakeman & Co., whose excellent school and college text books are too 
,vell knov.rn to need any commendation here. This firm is one of the mo::,t ex
tensive and popular in .. A.merica. 
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\ ' . L. WILSON, 
Cl<~l>.AH RAPIDS, 101\'.\; AGENT FOlt YAN . .ANT"'ERl', RRAOG & C.:OJlPANY. 

It is now ten years since V. L. Wilson entered the service for the great 
~c:hool book publishing house of ''an Antwerp, Bragg t.% Co . of Cincinnati. 
W1tb the exception of a few months, in Kansas, Missouri. Illinois and Indiana, 
he has workec in Iowa all of this time. We venture the sta,tement that no 
school book representative in the state is acquainted with a greater number of 

Iowa teachers than ,r. L. Wilson. 

. 
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The fact is he ,Yas born in Iowa, 
educated in the schools of Iowa, and 
became a teacl1er in the schools of 
the state bi mself He is an Iowan 
all over. Van Buren is the county 
of bis birth and in his parental home 
on the farm in that county be passed 
bis boyhood. After attending the 
district school he went to Troy Acad
emy. Later be attE'naed tbe South-
ern Iowa Normal School at Bloom
field. Iov.1a. He acquired a thorough 
academic education. It might here 
be added that be learned to read 
from 1-IcGuffey's l{eaders, studied 
bis spelling lessons in the Eclectic 
Speller, obtained bis knowledge of 
arithmetic from "l~ay,'' and learned 
the science and art of speech from 
Harvey's Grammar. On the Yvbole, 
the books of Van Antwerp. Bragg(.~ 
Co. played no small part 1n the edu
cation of 1-Ir. Wilson, and at the 
same time gave him such an inti
mate acquaintance with the Eclectic 
Series as to efficiently and success

fully represent the books to the educational public in aftE't years. 
On leaving school be entered the rrofession of teaching. His first term was 

taught in his native county-Van Buren-near bis home Ile spent three 
years in teaching in Kansas. Wherever be taught he ,vas successful. While 
engaged in the educational work he was very active in establi$hing and pro
moting literary and debating societies. He himself was a good debater and 
succeeded in working up a great enthusiasm among young people for that kind 
of exercise. While engaged in teaching he was ever a diligent student, bis 
natural tastes leading him in the field of biography. 

Mr. Wilson had been teaching nearly four yeal's when his abilities were 
sought l,y the well known publishers which he now represents in Iowa. After 
considering the matter for some time, he left off teaching and began work for 
\Tan Antwerp, Bragg & Co. in 1879 in Kansas. He has been in the employ of 
this house continuously since that date. 

This great school book publishing company established in the West, whiclt 
Mr. Wilson so efficiently and popularly represents, has bad an honorable busi
ness career of more than fifty years. McGuffey's Readers and Ray's Arith
metics were the first books published by the company and these two series were 
the beginning of the Eclectic Educational Series which now numbers over 200 
volumes and are used in the schools of every state and territory in the Union 
and have an annual sale of more than four mil1ion copies. 

In the extensive business of '\'an Antwerp, Bragg & Co. Mr. Wilson bas 
much to do in Iowa. He is well informed on the merits of text-books and con
cerning the needs of the schools. In all his work he is courteous, kind an<l 
gentlemanly. He fills his position with credit to himself and honor to the pub
lishers. The school book agent has a place to fill and a work to do in tne edu
cation of the country. He is a sort of a missionary who carries to the schools 
better books giving better methods. .By diRplacing ihe old and impractical he 

• 
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introduces the new and improved to meet the requirements of the advancing 
age. 

Mr. Wilson, for the past ten years, has been in attendance at Iowa State 
and District Associations, and he has done much at different ti111es to"·anl 
1naking the occasions pleasant and enjoyable. 

W. G. Sl\iIITH, 
(U~Nl~IL\I, ~lANA<lJ<;H OF JJ. JJ. )!ER.HILL S(lIOOI, HOOi, l'UJ:I,I:-,HJ:-.u HUF~E, 

ST. PAUL, .MINN. 

\Villiam Goodhugh Smith was born in Kent county, England, aln1ost nuder 
tile shadow of Canterbury Cathedral, and came to An1erica with his parents 
" 'hen ten years of age. Nine successive years were spent in Racine county, 
"\Visconsin, attending school in the winter and working on a farm in the sun1-

.. - -
d;·; ... ~.- ·- -
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mer. .il.t the age of twenty years 
he taught his 11rst term of school 
near Racine, Wis., and the fiye 
years following taught school in 
different parts of Wisconsin, but 
attended Beloit College during 
the early summer and early fall of 
each year. 

In the spring of 18i3 he rnade a 
trip into Iowa, and engaged as 
Principal of Schools at 1Iitchell, 
successf ulls filling the position 
for three years. \.Vhile at Mitchell 
he had drawn and published a 
map of .Mitchell county. This 
venture proved highly compli
mentary and fairly successful. 

.A. year or two of unsatisfactory 
business experience at 11itchell 
caused hiln to make a journey to 
.1-linneapolis. Here a position was 
offered him in the popular Cur

tiss' Commercial College, which he filled for nearly six years. 
ln the spring of 1885 he was engaged by D. D. Merrill, of St. Paul, to 

manage the building up of the·• bllerrill School Book Series.'' Tbe vigorous 
development of this series of books, and the complete overthrow of objections, 
heretof le raised, to tbe 1Iinnesota text books, are accreditable, in a large 
manner, to the gentlemanly treatment he has extended to patrons of the house. 
ancl his faithful work has effected much to"·ard the Ratisfactory prominence 
the Merrill publications have lately attained. 

He is wide awake to the educational demands of the \.Vest, ,tnd knows just 
what essential elements are necessary in the make-up of a good text-book. 
'l'wo of Iowa's representative school men have contributed to the list of D. 1). 
Merrill's publications, and these cont1ibutions are among the very best books 
of their kind published. They are (iilchrist's "Geography ot' lov\ra,'' au(l 
Shoup 's "Graded Spaller.' ' 

Mr. Smith was married in 18i7 to Ella W. Stock, of 1\litchell, lo\\'a, and 
has t,vo children, a. boy of nine and a little girl of five years . 

• 
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J. N. H{JN"f, 
t'Hll .\HO, ILL.: GENEUAL AGENT FOR 'rAINTOJt HB.0:--. •'- CO., N.E)Y YOHK 

.J. -S. Hunt and the school book publishing bouse of Taintor Brothers & 
~ 'o. ,vb\ch b~ rev.resents, need no introduction fo our readers. Mr. Hunt. the 
·to,-venng giant ' among the school book agents of the West, has travelled in 
Io"·a ~ore or less for the past thirteen years. 

This well known s,..h,v•l hnok representative is a ~ative of Pennsylvania, 
having been born 10 Lau
rence county in that state 
Feb. l, 1851. Like the ma
jority of the men successful 
in educational work he was 
schooled in bard work on 
the farm. In winter he at
tended the district school in 
the neighborhood. Jie af
terwards entered an acad
emy ,vhere be ptu·sued his 
studies for several terms. 

. . 
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After leaving the acad
emy 1Ir. IIunt removed to 
Illinois ,vbere in 1868 he 
taught in a country district 
his first term of school. II e 
continuecl one year at teach
ing ill Illinois. 

In 18f19 he ret.:irned to 
his native state and speilt 
three years in college at 
l\leadville. Ile graduated 
fron1 the college in 1872. 

~::::,:~;.·.:';=-:· .c\.fler graduation he 
.;:._:: . .: was elected principal of the 

:·~ . .:-;:- · _: :· New· Castilo graded Rchooh; 
= · . .,,_ :-..: ____ _ · .-: :::7 in Pennsylvania. His ex-
. .. ~ ·- ·· -· . ..... perience in teaching and his 

· .. ·, · · · college training made sue-
. cess 1:1nsy in that position. 

lTe continued at Castilo for two years wben he resigned to accept an agency 
for school hooks. Ile ,vas not long in tbis bnsiuess before he won suecess. I--Ie 
rame to Iowa in 187!5 and has done considerable missionary work in the Io·wa 
edurational field during thP years succeeding tbat date. 

J.<'or several years 1Ir. IInnt's headquarters werP at l~ock Island, Illinois, 
but for the past few years his principal office is in ('hicago. He is a popular 
representat1Ye of a ,ve)l known publishing house. Ttie uooks of Taintor 
Brothers ... 1... Co. have an extensive circulation over the ,vhole country from east 
to west. The publisher~ are up with tbe times in tbe improvement of school 
books. Their series of Readers, Spellers, .A.1itbmetics, L anguage Books, etc., 
Ptc., are of that excellent grade and character which wh1 even where there is 
the closest compet ition . 

. J. N. Hunt thoroughly understands tbe condition and needs of the pul>lic 
~chools. Not a little of his owu time and thought have been given to the im
provement of school books. Any inquiries concerning good school books shoulcl 
be addressed to J. N. H unt, Chicago. 

A. W. CLANCY, 
DES ){OfNE8, 10"',\; ,\GEN"T FOH A. s. BARNES &, CO. 

Albert ,Y·ortbington Clancy was \Jorn in .Jefferson county, Ohio, and spent 
his ladbood days in attending tbe country schools and coasting on the hills. 
Ilis early life was spent in the country in part and in part in tbe village and 
city. Later in life he joined the corps known as the Hoosier Schoohnastersi 
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and after spencling some fifteen years of bis life in that occupation, filling the 
Yar1ous positions. he was invited to 
take a position with one of the lead
ing book houses of the country. He 
is to-clay known as the Iowa agent 
for ~\.. S. Barnes & Co., the well
known school book publishers. :h-!r. 
Clancy bas been a resident of Iowa 
for about eight years, and perhaps 
to-day knows as many people in the 
state as almost any otber man. He 

, ·.~ bas hosts of friends, and bas a plan 
of accomplishing results and per
forming bi~ work that is peculiarly 

11· bis own. l le is now in bis forthieth 
'. _'/i,"11

' year, is young, fresh and vigorous, 
and has tbat go-ahead-a-th·ene s s 
that always gives success. He was 
married in May, 1888, to 11iss Roclt-

,.. .. 
1
. elle IIenderson. a bright and accom-

; \ )- , ·· /{,·" plished lady of Minneapolis, Minne-
·:.. ~ '! · ' sota. They are now residing at 719 

3rd street, in the city of Des lrloines. Their friends are ahvays welcome, and 
their generos ity is without limit. \'isit them at their home, ancl you will be
come acquainted with a couple that. you will he glad to have as permanent 
friends. 

J. P. MINER, 
nENElL\.L AGENT FOR D. D. )fEHRILL, Pl:HLISHER, ST. PA"CL. 

Justin Pen·y Miner was born October 1st, 185H, at Sberidar.i, Chautauqua 
county, New York. where his parents still reside. Till the age of fifteen he 
attended the district school near his borne, when not required to assist ~~ith the 
v.•ork on his fatner's f::11·"1"J. In the fall of 1874 be entered Forestville Free 
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Academy, from which institu
tion be graduated in the class 
of 1879 in the classical course. 
During these five years, bow
evE'r, he taugbt t,vo terms in 
a district school, and spent 
one-half of a year in the State 
Noi'mal School at Fredonia, 
New York. 

In the fall of 187H he came to 
Alden, [owa, and taught one 
vear in tbe schools at that 
place, and tbe follo,ving year 
held the position as teacher of 
languages and mathematics in 
the Iowa Falls lJigh School. 
In the sun1mar of 1881 he 
placed hilnself under a private 
tutor in Maine, and spent 
twelve weeks making fiual 
preparations for entering Har-

J 
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\'ard College. He passed the entrance ex::u.ninations successfully in October, 
and was admitted to the class of '85. At Harvard he made a specialty of lan
guages, ancient and modern. Being obliged to pay a large part of his expenses, 
he did considerable prlvate tuto1ing, in German and French, acted as chapel 
monitor, and assisted in a college bookstore. 

Graduating in 1885, he engaged as principal of schools at Grafton, Dakota, 
"·hich position he held for two years, resigning in the summer of 1887, to enter 
the employ of D. D. ~ferrill, publisher, St. Paul. Minn. llis name is no,v 
familiar to hundreds of teachers in Minnesota, Dakota. Iowa and Nebraska, 
and his gentlemanly, scholarly ways "\\'ill be remembered by teachers with pleas
ure. He represents the house with dignity and with credit wherever he goes, 
and he takes pride in presenting to the educational public the superior srbool 
text-books of D. D. ~!errill. Mr. Miner was married ()ctober 24, 1888. 

THE NATIONAL YOUNG FOLKS' READING CIRCLE 
IIas an appropriate place in the history of education in Io"ra, having lH:'fn 
1 epresented by one of Iqwa 's prominent school superintendents, Mr. W. F. 
Cramer of \Va Yerly, as 11anager or State Secretary. Since its first organization 
the mt-mbersbip of the Circle bas also been larger in Io'\\'a than in any other 
state, anc.1 tbis condition still exists. Superintendent Cramer first enlisted the 
E"rents and cbildern in bis own city, and formed several local circles. From 
WaYerly the interest in the work extended to other towns and cities, and in 
several places the country schools have become idf'ntified with it through the 
efforts of the county superinteurlents. This is notably the case in Poweshiek 
county, where County Superintendent 8. ",V. Ileatb bas taken special pains to 
make the objects and adyantages of tbe Circle known. In McGregor, 1-Iiss 
.Jessie Brown a teacher in the eigbtb grade, enlisted the interest and co-opera
tion of some of the business men of the place and succeeded in raising a fund 
of thirty dollars, witb which she secured the use of a room and partly furnished 
it. Up"'ards of forty children at once became members of the Circle, and a 
little later they raised over sixty dollars by a dime exhibition in the intests of 
tbe Circle. From this begining other <'ircles ,vere formed in similar way by 
other teachersi and this kind of work is continually going on in rlifferent parts 
of the state. n this wa) the children and young people are being educated 
through an agency which bas hitherto been too much neglected, though it is 
quite as important as any other, not excepting tbe regular school \VOrk. 

The National Young Folks' Reading Circle \Vas organized in the summer 
of 1888, and the first years' course of re~cling was entered upon Sept. 1st. The 
board of directors is composed of Rev. Lyman ...l.bbott, D. D.; Wm. II. 1-iideing 
of the Youth's Companion; Mrs. Mary A. Livermore~ Rev. John Bascom, D.D.; 
Miss Frances E. Willard anfl PrQf. J. W. Stearns, of Wisconsin University. 
ThE-e board of counselors comprises eigbteen uames of men and women pron1i
nent in educational and library work, among ,vhom are :tv!ary E. Burk of the 
Cook County Normal School. Ubicago; A. g_ vVinship. editor of the Journal of 
J<]ducation: llenry Sabin, State Superintendent of .Public Instruction, [owa; 
Richard Edwards, State Superintendent of Instrnction, l llinoio;; J. i\l Green
wood, Superintendent of Public Schools. Kansas City; Sa.rah I, . . t\.rnold, Super
visor of Primary Schools, ~Iinneapolis; Thos .. J. Gray, President State Normal 
School, St. Cloud, Minn.; and F. M. ('runden, Librarian St. Louis Public 
Library. 

The required books for the first year are arranged in three groups: 1. ]?or 
children twelve years old and under; 2. For children from tlurteen to sixteen 
years of of age; 3. For youth and adults seYenteen years old and upwan.ls. 
There are ten books in each group or grade, ~·itb an alternate for each book. 
Our 1young Folks' Monthly gives notes and ctirections as an aid in reading the 
books from month to month. Each member on payment of an annual fee of 
twenty-five cents, is presented witb a certificate of membership and a nickel 
hadge in tbe sbape of a small book. At the completion of a year's reading a 
cPrtiticate of progress is ~iven, and at the end of four years a diploma of gradu• 
ation " '111 been giYen. 'lbe membership fee is designed to cover the uecessary 
expenses for printing aud postage during the year. Tbe required books may be 
found in most public libraries, 01· they may be ordered from the central office. 
at special rates. Tbe selection of books is made by the united vote of all the 
Directors and Counselors, and each group comprises books of history, biography, 
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science, fiction, travel, poetry, &c., and are intended to cover the whole period 
of literature and history. 

The Central Office is under the management of Mr. S. R. \Vinchell, at l Ot, 
Wabash Avenue, Chicago, to whom application should be marle, with stamp, 
for circulars of information. 

C. BAYLESS, ,.A... M., 
PR:E~IDENT OF 13A YLERR 13CSINESS COLLEGE, DUUlTQUE, IO"' A. 

In the valley of the Susquehanna, nine miles above Binghamton, N. Y., 
there stands a large farm house, built by General John Bayless, in 1839, the 
year v•then the subject of this sketch was born. .A Presbyterian church was 
erected at about the same time upon a lot v\rbich was formerly a part of the 
Bayless homestead, and the school house "'as not far away. This was tbe 
nucleus around which clustered a settlement that oomposecl a small country 

.-- .. ::, ... .:;;;;.:::-
~ :r~~-2."' ~-:i!J~i=- . 

•.~· Z.• 

- ==-~~~~ 
---~ • .-_;,:,.. -----e--· 

- . --~ 
r ~~=..-:--= 
~ -

, ~--- -----

- ., .. 
·i: .. . : 

, . . . 

· .. ii 
: :: ~
: ::. 

. ·---· 
~:- ---~~~£ .. 
. -
- ~~-
- - .::;..:.--::3-- -- -

village. Six sons and tbree daughters here spent their childhood days in one of 
the bri15btest, happiest homes in that section of the country. Gen. Bayless 
gave his children such educational advantages as the place afforded, and _then 
sent them abroad to higher schools of learning. Tb~ familr are now " 'Hl_ely 
scattered. One of the sisters and all the brotbers still survive. One son 1s a 
farmer and stock dealer, one a 1nanufacturer, one is engaged in the insurance 
and bankin~ businesss, one is a clergyman, one a real estate and lumber dealer, 
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and the subject of this sketch has been for more than a quarter of a century, 
at the head of Bayless Business Coll< ge, at Dubuque, Iowa. 1'he name of c. 
Bayless, has been so long assoch, ted wit.h this pioneer Business College, that it 
has become almost a household word. Over seven thousand students have 
availed themselves of its advantages, and it continues to hold a leading place 
in the business educational circles of the Hawkeye State. 

PERSONAL MENTION. 

\V. F. Cramer, City Superintendent of the ,,raverly Schools, graduated 
from Cornell College in 1879. He is serving his ninth year in his present v.osi
tion. His salary 1s $1600per year. Is a member of the Educational Council. 

C. P. Rogers is serYiug his fifteenth year as superintendent of the Marshall
town schools. Salary, $1,800 per year. lle is a graduate of the Iowa State 
lTniversity. He has been twenty years or more in the school work, and ranks 
,vith Iowa's ablest ancl most successful Uity Supe1intendents. 

F. B. Cooper has been nearly six years superintendent of the LeMars 
s<'hools. He was recently re-elected at a salary of $1,800 per year. A member 
of the State Board of Examiners and of the Executive Committee of the State 
'f eachers' Association. 

HISTORY OF THE WORK IN IOWA OF THE TEACHERS' 
CO-OPERATIVE ASSOCIATION. 

----- -
Every year many ne\v teacher3 from the East, those ,vho stand the highAst 

in Eastern States, join the ranks of Iowa teachers. And each year we see some 
ot' our best men and women teachers suddenly having: calls to prominent posi
tions in other States, and leaving us for more responsible positions. The history 
of education in Iowa would not be complete without a brief review of the work 
of t he Teachers' Co-Operative Association, through vvhicb the more important 
of these changes are brought about. 

Five years ago we visited Chicago, and called at t 1e office of the Associa
tion. l t v.•as then just beginning its \\·ork. We found l'Y1r. Brewer in the back 
end of a very dark rooa.., working away alone by gaslight. He bad but one desk 
and two chai rs. We learned that he formerly was manager ot' the Western 
otlice of Ginn, Heath & Co. , the prominent school book publishers of Boston. 
He had been with them five years, and so became acquainted with all the lead
ing educators of the West. Aside from his \Videacquaintancewith educators, 
all of Mr. Brewer's capital consisted of "hard ,vork, " ,vhicb he knff\Y how to 
do and was willing to do. 

The work of building up an agency of this kind, of making it knov.rn, and 
of overcoming unreasonable 1>rejudice, was no small task. With what success 
this has been done is shown from a Ust ot some of the Iowa positions which 
haxe been filled by this Association, and a list of Iowa teachers they have sent 
to other States. We clip the following from a recent Manual published by Mr. 
Bre,ver: 

LIST OF IOWA POSITIONS F ILLED BY TlIE ASSOCIATION. 
SUPERINTENDENCIES A ND Ill(~l-1 SCHOOL PHINClP ALSHIPS. 

Fontanelle, Harlan, Monona, Bonaparte, Floyd, Nashua. New H ampton, 
Iowa F alls, Farmington, Marengo, J-'._tlantic, Bryan, Wolcott, Dyersville Ar
cadia, East Waterloo, Bentonsport, Gilman, Nora Springs, Manchester, Rock 
l{apid~ Cedar Falls, Traer, Ottun1\va, Elliott. Little Sioux, Rock Valley, Le 
Mars, uryant, Avoca, Mitchell, Earlham and Brighton . 

.ASSISTANT PRINCIP.\LSDIPS, <.+RAi\Il\IAR AND PRilHARY. 

Marshalltown (three), Shenandoah (two), St. Charles, Onslow, Keokuk, 
Onawa, Nashua, Marengo, Gilman, Glen"·ood, Fontanelle, Atlautic, Akron, 
Sibley (four), Osage, Manchester, Cedar Falls, Maquoketa. 

SPEVIALIHTH. 
Bloomfield, Music; \Vaterloo, Commercial Colleg"e; Storm Lake, Commer

cial College; Cedar Rapids, Sciences, roe College ; Charles ('ity, Drawing 
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Teacher; 1ft. 1>Jeasant. Elocution ; Shenandoah, College, Elocutjoo; Hull, 
classics, in Academy; },,farsballtowu, training teacher; .Eiopkintoo. College 
.President; Blairstown, Assistant, Se111ioary. 

LIST 01'' IOWA TEACHEllS "\VIl() II~-\ \TE BE l~N .PJ ,ACED BY THE 
ASSOCI.\.TI<).N. 

]lROM 'l'E.H'lit::11. 'l'O 
Morriaon, ( ' ::-. Dean, Fayette. Ala. 
Agency, ~lh,s L. Cbamberlai11, Akron. Iowu. 
Hal'lan, Ge0. R. Cbatbu1·n, Plattsmouth. Neb. 
Des Moines, Prof. Darr,•. Crown Point, Jnrl. 
.Maquoketa, .Miss Dunbar, ~alioa, Ind. Tt'r. 
Bopkintou. W. ,\. Cruisinberry, Floyd, Iowa. 
Springdale, \.Y. S. Bye, °\'V otcott, lowu. 
Lyons, \\'. Leeper. Nasbua, J owa. 
T11bor, L. B. Aver}, Marshall, Minn. 
Preston. John Jones, ,Jr., New Hampton, Iowa. 
College Springi,;, \V J. Whiteman, (;reeley, <'ol. 
Dubuque, R. C . .McCtcllaod. Juneau, Wis. 
Alta, Mlss C. L . Green, Green Bay. Wis. 
lnr11anola, Frank M. Rea, New Auburn, Minn. 
~henandoah, I. 0. Brown, Rokab, Minn. 
Onawa, Mrs. L . n. AYery, l\tnr~hall, Minn. 
Allerton, H E. ~1artin, Reading, )fich. 
Rockford, Funny Bixby, TusC'ola, JU. 
Glidden. M. l\1. V.1 aroer, Lena, Ill 
Colle.ire Sprlngi-, W. E. 'l'aylo1·, Peru, Neb. 
j\larshalltown, C. J\J . \.Virick. Mett·opolis, Ill. 
Des Moines, R. D Jones, Normal, lll, 
Baxte r, John A. Vandyke, -Plain,·iew, 1\linn. 
'Wayland, A. n. Noble, l\lonono, Iowa. 
Humeeton, Geo. 0. McBroom, \ 'orydoo, Ky. 
Gihnan, L. H. Gehmt'ln, Hays City. Kan. 
Des Moines, H elen .Johns, Onawa, Iowa. 
Monona, L.A. \Vbeeler, Gale:-,·itle, \Vis. 
Storm Lake, A. J. Kimmel, Elk Point, Dak . 
Clnl'ion, 8. w. Brintnall, Olympia, \Y. 'l'. 
Dttven-port. H. R McCullough, BentonsPort, Iowa. 
Farmington. O. F . . McKim, Ashmore, 111. 
Dunlap, 'J'. McNally, Norwood, Mino. 
Lake Park, F ... A. Thomas, Gilman. l owa. 
Spririgdnle, \V. S. Bye, Nora Sprinirs. l o,va. 
Webster City, l\fiss Gen:.man. Glenwood, Iowa. 
Bentonsport, IL R. ~rcCullough, Burtonview, Ill. 
Cor)•don, l\J. ,J. Elrod, Bloomiogtonilll. 
Chnrles City, .!11. A. Greenleei-, Gibson City, 11, 
li't. Madlson, G. H . Stempel, Kendallville, Ind. 
'\'ebster City, E. E. Bhtnchttrd, Ro'.}k Rapids, lowt\. 
Carroll. l!' . Il. Lawreoce, Elliott, Lowa. 
Iowa Cit), A. C. Lloyd, Maquoketa, Jowu. 
Audubon, .J. Hornbcriee,·. I<remont, Neb. 
Orinr.ell. Bditb C. Buck, J.e Mars, Iowa. 
Charlton, Chas. Smith, Monona, Iowa, 
Nori\ Springs, \.V. S. Bye, Mitcbell, Iowa. 
Hartley. E. A Thom1u,, '1 ilmtio, Iowa. 
Toledo, Frank Jarvis, Earlham, Iowa. 
Moingona, D. t'. Cagwin, Brighton, Iowtt. 
Mt. Vernoo, \V. G.. Dixon, l\(ooona, rown. 
Grlnnell, l~mma \Volcotl, \Vadsworth, Ohio. 
Des Moines, Alice F. Goodwin, \Vest Farmington. Obio 
Anita. Alonzo McKinley, ~Innawa, \.Vis. 
Des l'\IolncR, L. n. \\' Uson, St. Paul. :Minn. 
Lamont, P . J. \Vheaton. Mt>.bol, Minn. 
\Vapello, Oscar Hale, H olton, Kan. 
Keosauqua, M. C. I{iug, Kirwin, Rnn. 
Hookwell City, Theo. Axline, \Vebb City, Mo. 
College Springs, Mary Stin,son, l'artbugc, ~Io 
Charles Uity, Julia A Hon1·)', Arapahoe, Noh. 
Boone, Hattie M. Pierce, At·apahoe, Neb. 
Monona, C. C. Hitchcock, Elkton, Kr. 
Council Blulfs, H. Damon, Scotland, Dak. 
Columbus .Junction, E. Eldridge, Tro~• • .Ala. 
Marsballtow n, Kato l\i. M iJc,-, Boise City, T dabo. 
College Springs. John O. Taylor, Idaho C'lty, Idaho. 

This ..c-\.ssociatiou is doing a v,rork equally large in other States. They have 
recently moved to a fine suit of spacious otl1ces on Dearborn street, at No. 70. 
and have now a large corps of clerks. Their reception rooms are provided 
with books and educational papers, and. teachers are al ways ,velcome. They 
Hend their ·· 1v1anua.l'' free to all teachers . 

• 
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PERSONAL. 

l~. ,,r. Sampson is one of Iowa's growing schoolmen. ..\. graduate of Simp
so11 1 'ollege, Indianola, he has been ten years in the school work. He bas been 
vrincipal of schools at Corydon and Tama City. lie is now serYing success
fnlly his fourth year as Superintendent of the Belle Plaine Schools. Ile is a 
l11orough Institute instructor. 

}!rs. I{. S. Harris is serving her eighteenth year as principal of the \Vest 
l':iicle School, Atlantic, Iowa. 

Ella ,v. Nob1e is one of the most efficient City Superintendents. She \Vill 
s0011 close her fourth year at Chariton. 

Ira 1> Clark bas been nearly seven years principal of the Corning Schools. 

One of the best High School principals in Io,va is Julia J. Sweet, who has 
been nearly thirteen years principal of the Clinton High School. 

\V . . F. Chevalier has been Superintendent of the ~\.mes pulvlic schools since 
1879. Ile was educated at :hilarietta College, Ohio. 

1'1rs. Lou ~1. ,vnson was etlucated at Newberry, "\' ermont. Slle 1Jecan1e 
principal of tbe Irving School, in "\Vest Des Moines, in 1871, and continued in 
that position with such success for fourteen years, tbat in 1885 she was elected 
City Superintendent of the West Des 1'1oines schools, which position she now 
bolds. Mrs. \Vilson has expressed her intention to leaYe the public school 
work in Iowa at the close of the present school year, 1889 . 

.i\. B. Wan1er has an excellent reputation in Iowa as an efficient public 
school organizer and institute instructor. He was educated at l{irksville Nor
mal, 1-lissouri. Ile became principal of the Allerton schools in 1882, where he 
continued until 1885, "\\'hen he was elected to his present position, as City Su
perintendent of the IIarlan Schools. 

!'ark Hill was educated at gastern Academy, Connecticut. Ile has suc
cessfully supervised the ... \.namosa schools since 1879. 

Geo. T. Foster bas uee11 Superintendent of the Cherokee Schools sinr,e 1881. 
Ile was educated at Beloit College, Wisconsin. 

W. C. Davis, of ... \. voca, is serving bis sixth year as Superintendent of the 
Schools of that place. Ile is an educator of many years successful experience. 

Supt. G. W. Ashton was educated at Milnwood Acaden1y, Pa. He was 
some time principal at Ames, and several years City Superintendent of the 
Boonsboro Schools. He is now serving his seventh year as County Superinten
dent of Schools in lloone County. 

Geo. B. l">belps, ,vho bas been County Superintendent of Clinton County 
Schools since 1885, is a graduate of the Iowa State Normal School. He is an 
efficient Superintendent. He had several years' experience in country and 
graded school work in Clinton County before bis election to the office he now 
fills . 

R. D. Jones, a graduate of Iowa College, was principal of the Guthrie 
County High School from 1880 to 1883. From 1883 to 1886 he was principal of 
the West Des Moines High School. He is now Professor of English Language 
and Literature in Normal University, Ill. 

l 
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E. J. Esgate graduated from Cornell College in the classical course in 18b4. 
\Vhile yet a student be bad made a good record as school principal at Gilman. 
I owa. I n 1884 he became principal of the 1larion E;igh School. and after one 
year's service be \\'as elected City Superintendent. which position be no"· fills. 
The ),l arion schools are growing. 1\. new building "'as erected in 1888 to ac
commodate the increasing attendance. Supt. Esgate is an earnest, deYoted 
and capaule School Ruperintendeut. 

N. C. Campbell, who was for several years principal of the I{eokuk Iligh 
School. is now serviJJg bis third year as City Superintendent of the Fort ~ladi
son Sebools. 

Thomas l,.,1 . I rish bas been teaching nearly t"'enty-t"'O years in the schools 
of Dubuque. Since 18G8 be has been principal of the Tbir<l Ward School in 
that city. Ile "'as born at 10"\\'a Cit) Feb.,, 1841. Ile grew up to manhoo<l 
and received his educatio11 there. 

Thomas Hardie has been secretary of the Dubuque Board of Education 
since 1863. In. the l)ulJuque system of schools the secretary of the Board re
ceives a salary of $1 ~00 per year, and performs the official '\\'Ork ot a City Su
perintendeHt. anu in this capacity Mr. IIardie bas done efllcient service for 26 
years. Ile has held various public offices during th is period. H e bas been 
t,vice elected to represent DulJuque County in the State J,egislalure. 

Charles G. Kretschmer has been principal of the Fifth \Vard ~chool. Du
buque, for thirty years. lle is a native of Prussia, Gern1any, llaving been 
born in that country in lb22. Ile there received bis education. In 184!J be 
came to .\merica and engaged in teachiDg in St. Louis for four years. Ju lb53 
he came to Dubuque and taught a private school for six years. I n l&iH Ile ~-as 
elected to his present position. No other public school teacher in lO\Ya has 
been engaged so long in one position. 

James E. lVelch, principal of tbe F irst ~,~ard School, Dubuque, is a native 
of Ne,v York. Ile obtained bis education in the Dubuque city schools. grad
uating from the High School. Ile was for a time first assh;tant teacher in the 
1-Iigb School, aud since 1878 has occupied his present position. 

II. E. IJammond ra,nks among tbe able public school men and ~or1nal I n
stitute instructors in I owa. Ile ,vas educated at, .A.1uherst College. Ile has 
spent many years in the school work. Fron1 1880 to 1884 he ,,·as in charge of 
t.he J efferson schools. Since 1884 be has beell Superintendent of the Carroll 
schools. 

II . E . Robbins, Superintendent of the Lyons schools, vvas educated at the 
Illinois State UniYersity. Ile has successfully filled his vresent position since 
1880. 

,John Jones, ,Jr., bas been engaged in school wo1·k in l o~·a for ien or L,velYe 
years. From January, 1881, to 188.5, he ,vas County Superintendent of the 
schools ot Io,va county. Since 188-5 he has been principal at Preston one year, 
and is nov., serving his third year as principal of the Ne"' Ilampton schools. 

J>. W. I{autiman was educate1l at I o,va Wesleyan University. lle was for 
a time Superintendent of tbe Mt. Pleasant schools. Ile is no"· nearing the 
close of bis fifth year as 8uperintenuent of the Red Oak scbools. H e is a good 
organizer, and an excellent instructor ,vhether in the school rootu or the "\for
rnal Institute. 
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,v. :4. ,vnson, Superintendent of the Sheldon scbools, is one of the leading 
srhool men of North western Iowa. Ile was educated at the Penns~lvania 
state Xorroal School. IIe has occ11pied his pre~ent position since 11-)80. liis 

• :-al:irr is no\v $1J00 per year. 

Lucy Curtis, prominent among the ·workers of the State, \Vas educated at 
Liu .. Illinois :Xornial T"niYersity. From 1877 to 1879 she \vas principal of the 
,,T11e:itland schools in Clinton county. Io~•a. For the past ten years she has 
lJPe11 in charge of the State Center schools, in Story county. Iler salary is 
:;;1,000 per annum. She is a memher of the Educational Council of the State 
'l'Paehers· ,\ssociation. also member of the State Board of Examiners . 

. J. B. ICnoeptler, former!) of l\ilichigan, has been engaged in school work in 
lo\\'a ahout ten years. Rince 1~83 he has been principal of the '\Vest l Tnion 
s(·hools . 

. J. fl. Thompson, n, native of Ohio, was City Superintendent of the West 
J)es )Joines schools from 1872 to 187H. I-le died Hept. 22, 1879. He bad been 
Pngaged seYeral years in the school work in Ohio, and five years in Illinois be
fore coming to Iowa. Ile ,vas one of the at>lest among Iowa school men dur
ing bis seven years' ,vork in the State. In 187,5 he \Vas president of the State 
1'<·achers' Association at its annual 1neeting at Burlington. He was \Yell 
known in educational circles in Io,va, and was held in great endearment hy 
the people of l)es 011oines and the thousands of school children under bis 
charge. 

Prof. Wni. nilcClain died at Des Moines on October 14th, 18S7. Ile was a 
native of Ohio and commenced teaching in that Htate at the a~e of 19. Ile was 
for some time at the head of Salem Institute in Ohio. In failing· health he 
came to Iowa in 185'> and engaged in farming in Cedar county. ! l e did not 
lose his interest in educational affairs, bowe-ver. Cedar conuty was one of the 
educational centers of the State, and in institutes and teachers· meetings, 
8tate au<l County, be took active part. In 1867 he opened the Iowa City Com-
1nercial College and Iowa City ~\.cademy a year or t,vo later, and his Academy 
,vas of such a high order that it was officially recommended by the State Uuni
,·ersity as a preparatory school for that institution. Ile conducted the school 
nnlil wiU1in a few months of the time of bis death. Prof. McUlain was an ed
ucator of life-long experience and in his lines of \vork and n1ethod of teaching 
Ile was an origin<ll tbinker, and his success in teaching \Vas due greatly to the 
fact that be stroYe to cultivate correct thinking rather than mere book learning. 

S. M. Mowatt was born in S.cotland and educated at the Edinburgh Train
ing School in tbat country. Since coming to this country he has filled various 
educational positions. In recent years in Iowa he was principal of the ,vin
terset schools from 1878 to 16<?4. Since 1884 he has been at the head of the 
Leon public schools in Decatur county. lie is a. ,vell qualified and efficient 
school principal. Ile is closely identified with the work of the Teachers· Asso-

ciation. "r· A. Willis is serving his fifth year as City Superintendent of the Iowa 
City schools. He has done efficient work there since 1884. 

1.\.bbie S. Abbott, formerl~ principal of the ~larsballtown II igh School, is 
no"' principal of tbe Ceda1 Rapids I-Iigh School. She is well and favorably 
known as a I Iigh Senool principal and Normal Iustructor. 1-Ier salary in her 
pre sent position is $1,200 per year. 
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H. C. Hollings,vortb, wbo has been Superintendent of the Centerville 
schools since 1883, is one of our solid school men. He "·as educated at Iowa 
Wesleyan lTniversity at :;\'It. Pleasant. Ile was principal of schools of 1'rforning 
Sun before he engaged in bis present position. The Center"ille schools have · 
an annual enrollment of about 950 pupils. Supt. IIollingsworth 's salary is 
$1,200 per year. Jie is an enthusiastic worker in Xorrnal In~titutes and Teach
ers· Associations. 

One of the best High School principals in the larger cities of the ""est is 
F. E. Stratton, of the Davenport High School, of which be has been principal 
since 1883. The High School under his charge has an annual enrollment of over 
300 pupils and employs six assistant teachers. He has served three years as a 
member of the State Teachers' Reading Uircle Board. 

County Supt. 0. A. McFarland, of Chickasaw county, has bad ten or 
twelve years' experience in school work. He bas been Superintendent of the 
schools of Chickasaw county since .January, 1886. Ile is doing an excellent 
work in the schools under bis supersion. Hard work and good qualifications 
for the office make him a success. 

L. B. Carlisle is serving his fourth year as Superintendent of ibe Albia 
schools. IIe is teaching on a three-year contract at a salary of Sl,300 per year. 
H e is one of the solid men of Southern Iowa. 

Miss l,ou E. Chambers, now principal of Jackson School Building of the 
Cedar Rapids schools, bas been teaching in the schools of that city nearly 
tweuty years. For the greater part of this time she bas been princip~l of tbe 
A.clams school. She is a gr~i cluate of the Cedar Rapids .fligb School. Her long 
tenure of office attests her efficiency and success as a principal 

For eightet?n or twenty years, Miss Sarah E. Thompson has been a teacher 
in the Cedar Rapids Sch0ols, most of this time she has been principal of the 
Madison School. Few lady teachers in Iowa baYe served so long an<l so suc
cessfully in the public school v.·ork. b,Iiss Tho1npson ,vas educated in the East, 
at Alleghany Seminary. 

C. W. Martindale pas done good v.·ork for µearly fiye years as principal of 
the Corydon Schools. 

E.G. Cooley v.·as educated at the lO'?.'a State l Tniversity. Ha, ing ser,·ed 
as principal of the 8trawberry J>oiut schools for three years \Yith such populari
ty and satisfactson to the people, in 1885 ,vhen L. 'l'. ,r eld resigned at Cresco, 
11r. Cooley easily obtained an election as bis successor. In entering upon his 
present position he followed one of the best school men in Iowa. bi.r. Cooley 
has maintained the high character of the schools in eYery " 'ay. 

Julia L. Scofield is well appreciated at }?airfield as City Superintendent of 
the schools. She began in ber present position in 188-5. Iler salary is Sl000 per 
year. 

:Few educators are bPtter kno'?.'11 in northern Iov.·a than .J. Breckenridge 
principal of Decorah Institute at Decorah, Io,va. Ile has manageu that in
stitution for the past fifteen years. It now has an annual attendance of nearly 
,500 students. He is one of the veteran institute conductors in Iowa. He has 
worked in institutes in nearly all of tbe counties of Northeastern Iowc1. an<.l 
in sever al counties in the north"'estern part of the State. 

\ 

• 
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J. B. Young, superintendent of tbe Toledo t3chools bas been Wf'll kno"vn 
as a successful school manager and normal institute instructor for several 
years. Ile was five ye,1rs principal of tbe Traer Schools before going to Toledo. 
ln his quiet unassuming ,vay be accomplishes his work "\\1ith tp.orougbness and 
snccess. H e is most appreciated by his pupils and those who know him best. 

,v .. J. Dean is no\"\' serving his fourth year at the head of the ,vhat ('beer 
Schools. Il is salary is $1,000 per year. rle is active in Teachers' Associations 
and the work of Normal Institutes. 

J. W. Jaringan performs the double work of supervising the Montezuma 
Schools and of editing the Montezuma Republican. The schools and the news
paper plainly show that a live, wide awake man is at the llelm. 

S. ~1. Cart bas been superintendent of tbe Indianola Schools since 1883. 
There is no more successful school superintendent in t:::iouthwestern Iowa than 
Supt Cart. As instructor and condnctor in normal institute work he is in de
mand every year. 

Chas. E. Shelton is the ,vell known principal of the De '\Vitt Schools. JTe 
is serving bis fourth year there. Ilis salary is $1200 per year. 

II. I l . Davidson was educated at the lo\va State (' niversity. For some 
time previous to 1881 be ,vas principal of the Marble Jiock Schools in Floyd 
County. In the fall of that year be was elected County Superintendent of 
schools in that County. .A.t the end of one term he was re-elected. Thus bis • 
career in tbe office of Cou11ty Superintendent extended from Jan. 188~ to 1886. 
In the fall of 1886 he became principal of the schools of l~stberville where be 
continues with success, greatly to the satistaction of the people of that grow-
ing to?;n. The schools have made marked gro,vth under bis supervision. 

JI. H. Freer has been a professor in Cornell College, Mt. ,rernon, Iowa, for 
about nineteen years. Ile is an alumnns of that institution. IIis work in the 
college durin~ tbis long period of years bas done much t,o,vard building up the 
school and promoting the general interests of the institution. He is ,vidE::ly 
and favorably known in Iowa as a tborough and successful institute conductor. 
Ile is a regnlar attendant at the 8tate Teachers' Associations, and al\\'ays 
takes active part in all work of the Association. 

L. T. Weld, for thirteen years principal of the Cre3CO Schools and i;;uperin
tendent of tbe Cedar Rapids schools during 188'5-6, i:i no,v serving lfis third 
year as Superintendent of the Nevada scbools. Rupt. Weld vvas born in Mich
igan in 1839. I n tbe cival war he served as gunner in the First Mi<'higa,11 Artil
lery. After the war he resumed the profession of teaching in whicb he has 
been engaged constantly for nearly t,venty-five years. He bas ahvays been a 
close student. For some time after the·war be pursued a course of study in 
I,atin and Greek under private instructors. Ile is considered one of the sol icl 
school men of Iowa. In 1887 he was president of the State 1.'eacher's ,\.ssocia
tion. 

('. 13. Marine, superintendent of the Schools of Benton county is a gratlu
ate of Cornell College. He is an able man and tluring the past tbree years has 
been one of the strongest and most effective county superintendents in the 
state. He bas a thorough understanding of the school system and labors zeal
ously to promote and to improve the work under his charge. His institutes 
are well conducted and rank with the best. 
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Dan. Shea is serving his third term in the County Superintendency in 
Winnesbeik County. He is an active worker and has done much for the cause 
of the Con1mon Schools under bis superYisiou. 

E. C. Be11o,vs has been superintendent of the schools of Butler county since 
188,5. He was educated at the Iowa State :Normal School. Ile has done all bis 
educational work in Butler county, which in all counts about, twelve years. Ile 
made an excellent record for several years as principal of the Parkersburg 
schools. 

J. A. McLean bas been superintending the \'illisca schools for about three 
years. Ilis salary is $1,000 per year. 1'he schools employ ten teachers and en
roll .570 pupils annually. 

T. II. Hacker will soon have completecl his third term in the County Super
intendency of Franklin County. He is one of the faithful , earnest, able and 
effirient County Suderintendents of the state. 

Supt. ,J. F. Riggs of H enry county has made a fine success of Country School 
organir.ation and classification in that county. He is a firm heliever in the 
gradation of country schools. 

Rev. L. A. Dunn, D. D., President of the Central (Tni\·ersity of Iowa, was 
born at Bakersfield, \'t., .June 12. 1814, and was therefore in the seventy-fifth 
year of his age at the time of his deatb. IIe died ot' Apoplexy on Thauksgiv• 

, ing day 1888, with no warning that his end was so near. Ile was for twenty-nine 
years pastor of the Baptist Cbtu·ch in Fairfax, , ·t., ancl for the last seventeen 
years bas heen closely identified with tlle educational interest of the Baptist 
denomination in Iov\·a. The college loses a strongsupporterancl a n1ost anlent 
friend, one "'hose place will not soon be supplied in very many respects, Ilic; 
remains \vere bnried in Fairfax, the scene of bis ea!'ly labor. 

1'be Sioux City School board elected Cllarles W. Deane, of Mcl{eesport, Pa .. 
as city Ruperintendent of the Sioux City schools to fill , acancy caused by the 
death of Supt. 41\.rmstrong. He was elPcterl for the spring term, beginning 
.. \..pril I, 1889. and for the next school yea.r at $2,0JO salary. The :::iio11.c ('ity 
.Jou,·nal says: " He is selected from among a number of educators of experience 
and only after a searching investigation of systems and results. Mr. Deane is 
32 years of age, is married, his family comprising a " 'ife and three children. 
Ile has had t"'elve years experience as a teacher and Ruperintendent, is a grad
uate of the Pennsylvania l-5tate Normal School, aucl. also of ,\.lleghaney College, 
of Meadville, Pa. He has been Superintendent of the nilcl(eesport schools for 
five years, and is recommended as an able, Cllristian gentleman, young in years, 
but old in experience, and is an earnest ~•orker in his chosen profession. He 
is personally fine looking, and his nature ancl character are such as to secure 
confidence from teacher and scholar. His methods are 1nodern and progress
ive. In short , he is deemed '·just the man.,. 

CORRECTIONS. 
In the statistical report of thP 8tate Normal School on page 333 the first 

three <lc1tes shouJrt read 18i 6-7, 1877·8 and 1678-9 successively. 
'£he date of 1-liss Lottie B. Granger's birtb should read .Jan. 28, 18-58, on 

page 414. 
Tbe date of O. J. 1,aylander's birth should read i1arch 11, 1858, on page 

468. 
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EDUCATIONAL JOURNALISM IN IOWA. 
' 

'Educational Journalism in Iowa was begun thirty-six years ago. The first 
publication in Iowa, devoted to the interests of the schools, ,vas a monthly, 
commenced at Dubuque in .January, 185R, under the title of the "District School 
Jo1.uual of Education.' ' It was published by R.R. Guilbert:"'bo was assisted 
by Chandler Childs of Dubuque. The first numbers contained lf) pages but it 
v.ras soon increased to 24 pages. After two years existence. the "District School 
.Journal of Education'' was discontinued. During the next l"'o years.1855 and 
·06, Iowa was without a school journal. In January, 1857 "The ,~oice of Iowa" 
was begun by J. L. Enos, of Cedar Rapids. "The \ roice'',vas a monthly mag
azine varying in size fron1 lG to 32 pages. It was ably edited and its pages 
glO'wed with an educational zeal characteristic of the heroic pioneer educators 
of that day. "The \'oice·' was strong and enthusiastic in its efforts to bring 
about the perma11ent establishment of the state Teacher's Association, the 
Teacher's Institute, the County Superintendency and the ''l1nion Schools.'' 
In the two Yolumes of ''Tbe Voice," 18-5, and 1858, is preserYed much of tbe ed
ucational history of that momentous period in our educational history. Though 
"The \roice" was made the organ of the state Teacher's Association which 
pledged to subscribe for a certain number of copies, yet, it is presumed that 
for ,vant of support, it was suspended in 1859, or rather it was merged into a 
new journal ,vhicb was begun in October '59 under the control of the execntive 
committee of tbe state Teacher's Association. The new journal, similar in 
form to '·The Voice.,, was called The Iou,1a Instructor. It was published at Tip
ton ,vhich seemed to be the head quarters of tbe executive committee. C. C. 
N estlerode, no doubt, had much to do with the journal. Th e Iowa I11structor 
,vas published until Oct. 1862, exactly three years, when it V\'as united with the 
loll'a School Jountol, which " ·as begun in 1~60 and edited by Thomas H. Be11-
ton. Jr., Secretary of the State Board of Education. 

Fron1 that time, Oct. 1862, the combination was published under the title 
of the Iowa I11structor and School J(}urnu.l. This paper contrnued under the 
control of the Secretary of the State Board uf Education and ·later the State 
Superintendent, jointly with the executive committee of the State Teacher's 
.,\ssociation. In 1868 the name of the paper was changed to •·The Iowa School 
.r ournal'' and was continued under that name until its suspension in 1875. 
·From 1870 or '71 tlle journal• " 'as under the control of C. M. Green .. 

Dnriug 1871-2 a monthly school journal V\·as published, called "The :tvlanual. ' ' 

In .Jan., 1874 the ''Common School" was stai-ted at Davenport under the 
editorship of W. E. Crosby, a former city superintendent of the Davenport 
schools. In less than a year the paper was discontinued. 

To the Io111u School Jm.irnul during its fifteen years existence is attributed 
an important jnfluence in connection with the developementof our educational 
system. It bad for cont11buters many of the ablest and mosL prominent school 
people of Iowa. · 

For the next year or two after the Iowa School Journal was discontinued 
the state was without an educational paper. In the early part of the year 1877 
a meeting of normal institute conductors was held in Des biloines. A strong 
feeling was expressed that some one should start an educational journal for 
Iowa. Such a journal was begun by W. J. Shoup, p1i11cipal of the Fourth 1.Vard 
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School, Dubuque. His journal was none other than the Iowu ~~or111al JI011tlil!/, 
the first numuer of which appeared in August, 1877. It had tbe sympathy and 
support of State Superintendent C. W. ,ron Coelln who made the Normal 
Monthly the official organ of the State Department. ordered copies sent to1 each 
County Superintendent in the state and published the foJlowing ruling: 

'' A board of directors 0an nndoubtedly provide themselves from the eon
tingent fund with the journ~d which is the official exponent of this department, 
without any special provision; since it is of as much necessity to them as blank 
books for use of secretary and treasurer.'' 

This ruling still remains in force. The able 1nanner in \Vhich the .:N"orn1al 
Monthly \Vas conducted at once brought to its support the hearty endorsement 
of the educators of Io,va and the 8tate Teacher's Association, at its J)ecember, 
1877 meeting, made it the organ of the Association. The thousan,ls of hound 
volumes of the Normal :l'i1ontbly preserved in the libraries of the teac-hers of 
Io~·a attest the high appreciation in \\'hich tbe Journal is held in Io\\·a. In 18bl 
,James ii.. Edwards became aFsociated with \V. J. Shoup, as lJusiness n1anager. 
in the publication of the Normal MoHthJy. By tbis combination tbe adYer
tising patronage and the subscription list ,vere greatly increased. In April, 
1884, Prof. Shoup v.-as co111pelled to give up all editorial work and school "·ork 
as well, on account of failing health. His interest in the Normal ~lonthly,was 
purchased by the present editor, Geo. W. Jones. In the fall of 1884 the Nor
mal Monthly concern was incorporated by the owners ancl organized into a 
stock company which now numbers among its stock holders man:-,, of the uest 
school men and women in the state. This volume is some indication of tbe 
present prosperous condition of the Monthly. 

The lowu. Teochc,· is the title under which a school journal -n·as vublished 
at ~larshalltown fro1n October, 1882 to ~i.pril, 1886. The 1.eo.cher was started 
through the instrumentality of ,v. \Y. Speer, superintendent of Marshall 
county. It ,vas owned and published by Mar,·in and 11orrisey with whon1 was 
associated for some ti1ue Supt. Cburcbill of Black Hawk connty. In .A.pril, 
1886, 1.'he 'l'eacher "'as 1nerged in ihe l{ul'lhu·estern Jour11al nf Ed1tcation, a 
weekly paper which had been started in Des bloines in .July, 1885 under tbe 
business management of Geo. 8. Cline and editorial control of 11iss Ella 11am • 
ilton, later, Mrs. Durley. Tbe N. W .. Journal of education was discontinued 
in June, 1886. 

In January, 18,8, the ( Yn1lral School Journal \,·as begun at Keokuk, by 
County Superintendent W. J. Mecles, of Lee County. The editorial control 
after,vards passed into the hands of Miss Lida Ct IIo\\'ell, of Keokuk, with J. 
C. Paradice as manager. Since 1886, Geo. E. Marsball, principal of the l{eokuk 
High School, has shared with Miss Ho,vell the editorial labors connected \\'ith 
the ( 'ent ,·al :School Journol. 



BOSTON. NEW YORK 

Leach, Shewell &, San born 
106-108 Wabash Avenue, Chica.go, Illinois. 

Respectfully solicit your correspondence relative to the introduction of 

the following Text Books. 

BRANDS' PHYSIOLOGIES. 
(A.) Lessons on the Human Body. 
(B.) Health Lessons for Beginners. 

THE NEW INSTRUCTIVE ARITHMETICSL 
(A.) First Lessons in N11m bers. 
(B.) Brief Course in Arithmetic. 
(C.) The Complete Arithmetic. 

WELLS' MATHEMATICS. 
(A.) Academic Algebra. (B.) Higher Algebra. (C.) Uni

versity Algebra. (D.) Plane and Solid Geometry. (F.) Solid 
Geometry. (G.) Plane and Spherical Trigonometry. (H.) Es-... 
sentials of Trigonometry. (1.) Plane Trigonometry. 

OUR LANGUAGE. 
(A.) Part One. (B.) Part Two. (C.) Parts One and Two in 

One Volume. 

OUR REPUBLIC. 
(A Civil Government.) 

ALGEBRA LESSONS. 
(A.) No. 1. To Fractional Equations. 

(B.) No. 2. Through Quadratic Equations, 
(C.) No. 3. Higher Algebra. 

We have twenty-eight other Text Books now in Press. 



The National Series of School and Text Books has been greatly improved by 

late revisions of many of the older works, and by the addition of several new ones, 

and it now offers superior advantages for efficient class-room \\'Ork. 

The following are among the leading books of the series: 
BARNES' NEW NATIONAL READERS. BARNES' LANGUAGE SERIES. 
BARNES' GEOGRAPHIES (Iowa Ed'n), 
FICKLIN,S ARITHMETICS. 

BARNES' BRIEF HISTORY OF THE U. S. 
BARNES' PRIMARY " . ' ( ' " 

• BARNES' PENlYIANSHIP. 
STEELE'S POPULAR SCIENCE SERIES. THE PATIIFINDER PI-IYSIOLOGIES. 

WARD'S LETTER WRITING AND BUSINESS FORMS. WATSON'S GRAPIIIC SPELLER. 

Specimen ·pages fron1 any of the above 111ailed free on application to any teacher 
or school officer. 

Teachers and school officers desiri11g to make any changes or i11troductions of 

books \Vill be promptly furnished terms on sample copies and introductory sup1Jlies. 

N. B.-We offer to schools using our older publications our ne,v series 011 es-
pecially liberal terms of Exchange. \ 

Address, A. S. BARNES & CO., Publishers. 

263 Wabash Ave., CHICAGO· 



• Eff ingha!!l, Ma nard o . 
Successors to 

CLARK & MAYNARD, Publishers. 

School and College Text :Books. 
NEW YORK, BOSTON, CHICAGO. 

Reed & Kellogg, Language Series. 
'£he l\Iost Popular and Successful Course in English Extant. 

T HOMSON'S MATHEMATICAL SERIES. 

Anderson's His tori cal Series. Hutchin
son's Physiologies. Young's Government 
Class Bool(. Clark's Com1nercial Law 
Bacon's Ne,v Leitfaden. Kellogg's Shake
speare's P lays. English Classics Series. 

\i\Til l Carleton's Pocn1,--An Ancient Spell-
sent Free on Application. 

Address, J . D . WILLI A M S, 
25 Wabash Ave., Chicago. 



READING MADE EASY. 
lv1rs. Pollard's Synthetic Method of teaching children to read, is the best possi

ble foundation for true education, as it gives the child reasons for the proper pro

nunciation of words. These reasons are impressed upon the mind through attractive 

songs, and busy work for little fingers, thus forcing the child to think and pronounce 

independently. It also shortens the time and lessens the labor of teaching. For 
th e success and merits of this Method, we refer you to the schools of Des 1Yfoines, 

Marshalltown, etc. i r iss Alice E. Hopper, No. 4 Wagner Block, Des lvloines, Iowa, 

has been engaged by the Western Publishing House, Chicago, to train the teachers 
of Iowa for this work, free of charge. The house will not be responsible for any 

training done by those who do not hold a certificate signed by )Irs. R. S. Pollard. 

POLLARD'S SERIES. 
Ex. Intro. 

Pollard's Primer ....... . ......... . ....... ................. ♦ -•·· · ···$0.09 $0.12 

" First Reader, No. 1 Board.s .. ......... ............. .15 .20 

" " " " Paper ..... .10 .15 ••••••••••••• ♦ •••• 

" " . , No. 2 Boards ....... .... ............. .20 .30 

" ., " " Paper ........................ .15 .25 
,. Second Reader, No. 1 Boards (in prep.) ..... .30 .50 

" " " " Paper ............. ......... .25 .45 

" " 
,, 

No. 2 Boards (in prep.) ..... .40 .60 

" " " " Paper ..... ........ ....... .35 .55 

" Spelle:s (in preparation) .......... .... . ......... .15 .20 

" Song Book ...... ...... ... .............................. .20 

POLLARD'S ROTARY BLACKBOARD. 

Retail. 

$0.15 
9-.-b 

.20 

.35 

.30 

.60 

.55 

.70 

.65 

.25 

.25 

Page. 
60 

100 

175 

250 

300 

We also call attention to" Pollard's Rotary Blackboard," an ingenius and in

structive device for the little ones. It combines vovelty with usefulness, converting 
the most delightful amusements into practical instruction in the school room or 
household. It is beautifully adapted to teaching primary lessons in "Pollard's 
Synthetic l\:Iethod," of reading and spelling, also numbers, natural history, etc. 

No. 1 (1'ith standard) ............................................................... ..................... $5.00 

No. 2 (,vall attachment) ..... . ........................... ... ........................... ................. 3.00 

WESTERN PUBLISHING HOUSE. 
325-321 Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill . 

• 
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To TeacheP$ and chool Off iceP$. 
If your schools need new books in any 

branch, consult their interests by correspond

ing with us, and obtaining a list of our modern 

books, and our terms. 

We are constantly adding new books and 

new editions to keep our AMERICAN EnucA

TIONAL SERIES up to the times in every respect, 

and maintain its high reputation. 

If you are using any of our older books, and 

they are still giving satisfaction, do not be per

suaded to change; but if you have decided to 

change books in any department of your 

school, where our older books are in use, do 
• 

n~t fail to get terms on our new editions in 

exchange for them. 

All correspondence will receive prompt and 

careful attention. 
Address, 

IVISON, BLAKEMAN & CO., Publishers, 
49 Wabash Ave. Chicago, Ill . 

• 



SOMETHING NEW AND PRACTICAL 
FOR T EACHING YOUNG PUPILS 

How to U$e the Engli$ Laqguage. 
By W. B. Po,vELL, A. l\-1., Superintendent of Sehools, ,vashington, D. C. 

HOVV TO SEE. 
Int. P rice, 30 Cent s . Ex. P r ice, 18 Cents. 

HOVV TO TALK. 
Int. P .rlce, 421<::'ents. Ex. P rice, 2;j Cents. 

HO VV TO \VRITE. 
Int, . .Pri oe, 00 Cent s . Ex. P ric:-o, 36 Cent s. 

Their purpose is to guide the young learner in the correct use of language at the time 
when he is forming habits of speech. 

S P E LLERS. 
Int. Ex. 

Monroe's First Steps in Spelling ......... ........ .... ..... ... ..... . .................... . $ .18 $ .11 
Mon roe's Practical Speller............ ..... .. ... .. ... ... . . . .. .. . .. . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . ... . .. . . . .25 .16 
Monroe's Writing Speller, (if sent by mail, -!Sc. per doz.) (Per Doz .. ) .... .42 

THE B ~SI NESS-STA.NDA.RD COPY-BOOKS. 
Primary Course-Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, .5, 6, 7, (Per Dozen)............................. .72 
Common School Course-~os. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, (Per Dozen)........... ....... .96 

WA.BR EN'S GEOGRAPHIES. 
NJ~W EDITIONS; REDt' CED PRICES. 

Warren's Primary Geography ............ ..... . .................... .. . ............... . 
Warren's Brief Course in Geography ................................................ . . 
Warren's Common School Geography ....... ..... ................................... . 
Warren's Physical Geography .. ....................................................... . 

AS 
.96 

1.08 
1.35 

READERS . 
Monroe's Ne,v Primer .............. ~ .......................................... ............. . •15 
Monroe's New First Render ....... ............. ... , ............ ..... . ................... . .20 
Monroe's New Second Reader ............................................... , .......... . .30 
Monroe's New Third I~eader .................... ............. . .......................... . .-:1:2 
Monroe's New Fourth Reader ........................................ .. ................ . .66 
Monroe's N e,v Fifth Reader ............................................................. . .84 

M A.T HEMAT I CS. 

.30 

.68 

.G5 

.80 

.09 

.1~ 
. .18 

')5 
•-' 

.40 

.50 

H agar's Primary I,essons in Numbers........... ............ ... ... .................. .22 .13 
H agar's Elementary Arithmetic...... .. .. .. . . ..... ... . .. . . . . .. . .. .... . . . ... . . . .. ... . .. .36 .22 
H agar's Common School Arithmetic............ ..... ...... .................... .... .. .72 .43 
H agar's Elementary Algebra......................... . .. .. . . .. . . . . . . . .. .. .... . . . . . . . . . . . . .90 .54 

Sample copies, for examination, sent prepaid on receipt of introduction price 
Liberal terms fo r first introduction. ADDRESS 

F. S. BELDEN, 
18 4 Wabash Ave., Chicago, tll. 

CO WP ..roRT HW AIT & CO., Publis h er s. 

• 
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HARPER'S READERS-NEW 
Tlie Best i,i .A-Ietliocls, Tlie B est iri .'Jllecliarlical E:teczf.tiori, 

Tlie B est iri Lite,·atzire. Tlie B est iri Gradirif. 
Tlie Best i,i llllistratioris, T!ie B est iri _Evel'!J tlii,i~. 
AND THE CHEAPEST READERS PUBLISHED. 

THE VOICE OF IO-WA EDUCATORS. 
[TO BE CO~TI :Sl'ED.] 

From F. A. ,Jackson, ~u11erintendent of School;-. Mt. Plea..,ant, Iowa. 
•· IIarper·s Fourth Render is the fourth argument in fnvor of the excellence of the series. I am 

impressed with tbe mRny poinh of superiority." 
From 0. C. Scott, Superintendent of s<'hools, Osknloosn, Iowa. 
·· r h1t,·e examined Harper·s First, Second and Third Renders and join my prlmnry teacher~ in 

hearty approval of theru. · 
From A. M. Deyoe, Principal of ~chools, Garner, Iowa. 
" The exchange has been made throughout, introducing Harper's Xew Rea,lers. I am highly 

pleased with every Book in the i-eries and thh1k we know bow to appreciate them after using the 
old Books.·· 

From !::i. 0. Thomas, Prin<'ipnl ~-est Hill School, Burlington. Iown. 
" The selec>tlon1-, arrangement and illnstrations are in advanre of anything that I have ex

amined, The little folks read them as they would a i.tory book. Tbey are good judges." 
From R. A. Kendall, Superintendent of Schools, ,Jefferson, Iowa. 
"They possess many commending fen tu res, of which the verr gradual introduc>tion of new 

word :o, huge amount of choice reading matter and c>heapne1,s of the books are important. Their 
binding is the best and most suhst1u1tiul of any series I bnve ever seen:• 

From F. ~r. Shippey, Superintendent of Schools, Lansing, Iowa. 
"J hnve c·nrefully un<l thoroughly ex11.mlncd Harper's ;\"ew Fln,t und Serond Readers and find 

in them " Model Text Books." The method of presenting the work in this most dillicult brunc>h is 
indeed excellent. the material is of the ver::r be!>t, and the binding is equal to any 1 have ever seen. 
The abunclan<'e of matter and the caref11lly sele<'ted graded lessons will highly <'Ommend these ex 
cellent Header!-> to tea<'bcrs and ~<·bool oflicerl'. '!'hey <'Ontain material sufficient for regular and 
supplementary rending~. I regard them as the very best Readers now published." 

From W. A. Davifi, Principal of Sc·hools. ) falYern, Iowa. 
·• '£hey are all that is claimed for them , binding, paper, print, subject matter-all is per.fed." 
From J ohn Jones, ,Jr., Principal of Scboolfi, ~ew Hampton, Iowu, 
"We like them exceeclingly. The matter is so fre:;h and I.he artistic work so superb.•· 
From W. S. '\'iihon, PrinC'ipal of 8chools, Sheldon, I owa. 
·• The New Ilnrper·s Readers are admirable texts in every respec>t. \Veil graded, fresh and vig• 

orous, Their subject mutter ls well chm,eu, their mechnnkal r.oo~truction, artistic." 

Exchange. 

Harper's First Reader, New, 144 pages ...................... 15 cts. 
" Second " '' 208 ·1 

.... . ........ . ........ 22 " 
" Third " :c 316 " ·-············ .. ···· · .. 30 " 
" Fourth " " 420 " ..................... .. 40 " 
'' F ifth " " " ( in prep.)........... " 

Totals, 1,088 pages. 1.07 

Introduction. 

20 cts. 
30 " 
40 " 
50 " 

" 
1.40 

Correspondence with reference to Harper's Readers solicited. Address, 

W. J. BUTTON, 

List. 

24 cts 
36 
48 
60 

1.68 

255 and 257 Wabash Ave., Chicago, III. 
General Western Agent for thr Introduction of _TJrr. .... ne ... ,f; 'Bros'. Educational Works. 

• 



I 

• 

Eclectic Series ! N~w Fublications ! 
NOW BEADY. 

Youth's rremperance Manual. 
S E N D 4 0 C E NTS F OR S PEC IMEN C OPY . 

'Ibe Inte1mediate book of th e Eeries of EcLECTIC TEMPRBANCE PHYSIOLOGIES 
144 pp. Cloth. Beautifully illustrated. ] 'ully meets th e provisions of the laws 
requiring schools to teach Physiology and H ygiene with special referen ce to effects 
of alcohol and tobacco. 

The " Youth's Temperance Manual " t reats the subjects usually taught in 
physiology, and is also full of practical suggestions connected with every phase of 
daily life. 

PRICE OF ELECTIC TEMPERANCE PHYSIOLOGIES: 
Exchange. Introduction. 

1 . The H oure I Live In 18 cts. 3 0 cts. 

2. Youth's Tempera.nee Manuel 25 ct s. 40 cts. 

3. Eclect ic Guide to Health 36 cts. 60 cts. 

ECLETIC ANGULAR HAND. 
A Complete Course of Instrnction for Ladies in the present Fashionable Angu

lar Penmanship, by Prof. John P. Gordon, London, and Practice Cards by R. and L. 
McLaurin. 

INTRODUCTION AND SAMPLE COPY PRICE: 

Eclectic Angular Hand, six copy books, including books of notes, 
invitations and other forms, each .................................... • .... •·· 

P ractice Cards, four cards in envelope, same size as copy books per set, 
Complete set of the Eclectic Angular Hand, by mail, for examinat ion, 

8 cents. 
15 cents. 
65 cents. 

JEclectic ~brsical '1ieograpb£ 
J usT P uBLISIIED. Contains no irrelevant matter. T reats Physical Geography 

only 12mo, 382 pages. 200 l\laps, Cuts and Diagrams. I ntroduction price, $1.00; 
Exchange price, 60 cents. 

S E N D $ 1.00 FOR SPECIMEN C O PY. 

VAN ANTWERP, BRAGG & CO,. Publishers, 

NEW YORK. CINCINNATI. BOSTON. 



HELPS and AIDS 
-FOR-

TEACHERS. 
History and Civil Government of Iowa. . ...... . t; 6o 
Ouantrell's Pocket Class Record.... . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 
H ow lo Teach and Study U.S. History ......... r oo 
Cook's Methods in Arithmetic... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6o 
Hall's Drawing Made Easy, Cards and Manual. 30 
H all's Composition Outlines.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

P ractical Etiquette. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 
Songs of School Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
Castle's School Entertainments.... . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 
Monthly Report Cards ...... , ...... , .. 5Cl, 6o and 1 oo 
Curious Cobwebs, Ne. 1 and 2, Each. .......... . 20 
Hull's Drawing Sheets, 190 designs............. 25 
Grube Method in Arithmetic... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 
Improved Geographical Cards... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8o 
Craig's Question Book, 5,000 Questions and 

Answers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 50 
McCormick's J>ractical Work in Geography ..... 1 oo 
The Favorite Prim:lry Speaker. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 
Dissected Map of the U. S. . ............... • • . 75 
School Song Hooks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ro to 50 

Reward Cards, large variety. 

CATALOCUES. 
Large 44-page catalogue of above, and hosts of 

other similar goods, PRBB. Also catalogue of too 
pages of all Text Books at wholesale prices. Price 
6 cents. Also catalogues of Maps, Games, Plays , 
etc., on request. Depend on it, 1 sell as low as any 
one, and my stock and facilities for supplying any
thing teachers need is unsurpassed. Give me a trial 
order. Send for my catalogues. 

A. FLANNAGAN, 
185 Wabash Avenue, Chicago, 1££. 

T:E::A.C::S:::ERS ! 
Our N ew School Aids are the best and cheapest 

system for conducting day sch()ols in good quiet order. 
Each set contains 200 large beautiful chroma excelsior, 
merit and credit cards elegantly chromo-lithograp~ed 
in ninety different designs, colors and motoes1 pnce 
per set $t; half set 110 cards 50c. Reautiful Cn~omo 
Reward Cards consisting of pretty landscapes, views, 
flowers, children, birds, animals, etc., assorted n_o two 
alike at following ~rices per dozen : Size 2x3½ in. 4c; 
2½x4¼ 6c; 2¾x4½ Sc; 3¼x4¾ 12c; 3½xs¾ 18c; 4¼ 
x6 25c; 4½x6½ 30c; s½x1½ 40c. 1:,arge set _samples 
pretty chroma day school reward, pnze, fine g,ft cards 
and teachers' school supplies 20c. New price list and 
new samples free. All posted by mail. Postage stamps 
taken. Addres A. J. FOUCH & CO., Warren, Pa. 

• 

THE " ECLIPSE" 
COPYING APPARATUS. 

One thousand copies in black. 
- No sp:icial pen, oo sp~cial paper

1 no stencil required The "Eclipse' 
reproduces the natural handwrit
ing so exceedingly faithful that in 
most cases "Eclipse" circulars 
have been taken for ordinary writ
ten letters. Specimens and circu
lars on application. 

FELIX F. OAUS & CO., 
698 Broadway, N. Y 

HAHNEMANN 

MEDICAL COLLEGE, 
AND 

HOSPITAL 
OF 

Chicago, - Illinois. 
The policy of this Institution is to make no 

promises for Hospital or College tuition, clinics, 
sub-clinics, or any means for study and observa
tion, that is not literally and righteously kept. 
The Thirtieth .Annual Course of Lectures 
will begin in Sept. 1889, and continue for six 
months. For full particulars, catalogue, and 
C"linique, Address, 

E . Z. BAILEY, M . D ., 
R egistrar, 3034, Michigan A ve. 

Chicago, Ill. 
:Mention this paper. 

When huying LEAD PENCILS ask for 

• 

DIXON'S AMERICAN GRAPHITE. 
If your stationer does not keep them, mention the 

l ow A NORMAL MONTHLY, and send 16cents in stamps 
to the Joseph Dixon Crucible Co., of Jersay City, 
N .J. for samples worth double the money. 

BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Bells of Pure C~pper nnd Tin for Churches, 
Schools, Fire A lnrme, Fn.rma, etc. r'ULL Y 
W ARRAN/J'ED. Cnlnlogue sent Fr-ee. 
V>\NDUZEN & TIFT. Cincinnati, 0 . 
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CHICAGO, ST. PAUl, MINNEAPOllS AND K~NSAS CITY R~llWAY. 
The Quick est P assenger T im e Service of any R ou te b etw een 

MINNEAPOLIS, ST. PA UL, ST. JOSEPH, KAl~SAS CITY, 
DES ]!OINES, DUBUQUE AND CHICAGO. 

And t h e Only L in e Through Dubuque Running Dining Cars. 
Palace Sleeping Cars and "l\rfann Boudoir Cars" on night trains. 
The only line running the Celebrated and Elegant '' ]\Jann Boudoir Card" be

tween Chicago, Dubuque, Des l\r!oines, St.Joseph, St. Paul and nf inneapolis. 
Sleeping Berths and Parlor Chairs reserved on application at the Ticket Offices. 

J. A. HANLEY, JO. H. WHATMORE, 
Traffic M an ager, St. Paul. Gen eral Agent, Dubuque. 

• 
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TEACHERS OF THE NORTHWEST! 
FOR THE NASHVILLE MEETING OF THE , 

National Educational 
1
Association 

JULY 16 to 19, 1889. 

THE GREAT :BURLINGTON ROUTE 
I s beyond all doubt the line to take. From all parts of the North west it 

offers you tbe choice of going to ~ashYille Yia Chicago or Yia St. Louis. 
It is the only ~iississippi ·valley Railroad "''hich has its o,vn 

tracks into both of these cities, and its connections at 
both points are the best ,vith all Southern lines. 

ALL THE OLD SOLDIERS 
Among the Teachers, and the sons and daughters of the old soldiers will want to 

see NasbYille and the many battlefields of this portion of Tennessee, 
where many of the most notable engagements of the 

late war took place. 

Opportunities will be given to visit 

THE MAMMOTH CA VE, 
The old Homesteads of Ex-Presidents Andrew Jackson and James K. Folk, 

And numerous other places of surpassing attractions. 

For full information as to routes and rates, address, 

W. J.C. KENYON, Gen. Pass. Agt., 
St. Paul, Minn. 
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National Educational A$$ociation, 
AT NASHVILLE, TENN., JULY 16 TO 19, 1889. 

ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD. 
To the Teachers o:f th·e North-west: 

At the annual meeting of the National Educational Association held at San 
Francisco in 1888 it was voted to hold the meeting in 1889 at Nashville, Tennessee. 

At a meeting of the National •Executive Committee, held at the Palmer 
H ouse, Chicago Nov. 17th, it was decided that the meeting be held at Nashville, 
July 16th to 19th, 1889, and the Passenger Department of the Illinois Central Rail
road desire to congratulate the teachers of the northwest on the opportunity thus 
afforded, not only to visit 

Nashville, the Athens of the South, 
but also to visit the Celebrated Mammoth Cave, the Hermitage, once the 

home of Ex-President Andrew Jackson, only twelve miles from Nashville. The 
city residence of Ex-President James K. Polk, now occupied by his widow and 
friends of the family. 

The Battlefields of Nashville, The National Cemetery, 
Murfreesboro, Chattanooga, Lookout Mountain, 

and scores of other historic places near the beautiful city of Nashville. And to 
further ad vise you that 

The Illinois Central Railroad will Run a Teachers' Excursion 
From Sioux City, Iowa, and Sioux Falls, Dakota. 

This train will consist of Pullman Pallace Sleeping Cars, and Elegant Chair 
Cars that will run through to Nashville without change. And will be accompanied 
by passenger agents known to the teachers of the northwest. Arrangements are 
already made for 

Several " Side Trips'' from Nashville at Very Low Rates. 

AN ELEGANT SOUVENIR 
-of this grand trip is now in the hands of the printer, giving just such information as 
every teacher desires concerning the Nashville meeting. We want every teacher 
in the northwest to have a copy of this Souvenir. Send your name and address 
to the undersigned at Manchester, Iov.·a, and begin now to make preparations to 
attend the 1889 meeting of the National Educational Association, to be held at 
Nashville, Tennessee, July 16 to 19, 1889, and to dream of the pleasure in store for 
every teacher that joins the happy party on the 1889 

ILLINOIS CENTRAL TEACHERS' EXCURS!ON. 

J. F. MERh Y, 
Gen. West. Pass. Agt. 
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Are You Going to Nashville Tenn? 
' 

The NATIONALEDCCATIONAL ASSOCIATION meets in :N"ashville, July 16 to 19, 1S89, and 
with its usual enterprise 

T&B lYJCOROK ROUTB 
will sell Excursion Tickets at SPECIAL LOW RAT ES for the Round Trip from Cl?,icago, 
Michigan City, and ALL POINTS IN THE NORTHWEST. 

Special Through-Car arrangements are being made from Chicago to destination, and those 
contemplating attendance may be assured of comfortable accommodations on the trip. The 
" MONO~'' is the direct line to ~ ash ville, and is often called the "L"XIYERSITY LI NE," from the 
n umerous University towns along this line via Louisville. The term ":MOX ON'' has also become 
familiarly known to teachers us 

THE MAMMOTH CA VE ROUTE, 
this world renowned Cavern being directly reached via the ''MONON." All who desire to 

SEE SOME TIIING INTERESTING EN ROU TE, 
and travel in Pullman's Finest Buffet Sleepers, Parlor Chair Cars, and Elegant Coaches, can do so 
by securing tickets via the '·MO~ON ROUTE.'' 

For special informtition, address 
L. E. SESSIONS, T. P. A. 

:Box 581 Minneapolis, Minn. 
Or, E. 0. McCORMICK, G. P. A., 

185 D earborn Street, Chicago, I ll. 

UNION PACIFIC, 
''THE OVERLAND ROUTE'' 

The only Line Carrying the United States Overland Mail. 
Through PullmOITI, Sleepers wnd Modern Day Coaches from 

Prlncipal, Mi8s01Lri River Points, 

--TO------
Denver, Cheyenne, Ogden, Salt Lake City, Sacramento, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Portland, 

and all Nebraska, Kansas , Colorado, Wyoming, Utah, Idaho, Montana, Oregon. 
Nevada, Cali fornia, Washington Territory, and Pacific Coast Points. 

B aggage Checked Through from all Poin ts in the East to Points Named. 

Family Sl.e epe r s F .REE on all. Through Trains. 

F or further information regarding the territory traversed, rates of fare, descriptive pamphlets. 
etc., apply to the nearest agent of the Union Pacific Railway, or connecting roads, or address 

T. L. KIMBALL, 
General Manager. 

E. L. LOMAX, J. S. TEBBETS, 
Asst. Gen. Pass. Agt. G en. Pass. Agt. 

• O:MAHA, NEE . 

E -r\. /r FO""C:)D Travelin g Passenger ~gent, 
• ..LV.J.... ..C-V , UNION PACIFIC RAILWAY. 

218 FOURTH STREET, DBSMOINBS, IOW..d. 
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~ ... ~ 5tHO~lYEAR18~~-9. 
FALL TERM : 

Begins September 5, 1888. 

WINTER TERM : 

Begins January 2, 1889 . 
. 

SPRING TERM : 

Begins J.\,larch 27, ll:389 . 

COURSES OF STUDY. 
1. A four years' course, containing all the subjects required by the State Board 

of Examiners for state DiplonJas (Life Certificate). 
2. A three years' course, containing all the subjects required by statute for State 

CertifiC'ate. 
3. A Supplementary Course, especially adapted to the needs of High Schooa 

graduates. This course duly recognizes the ""ork done by High Schools, and add 
just such matter as is necessary to n1ake a w·ell-qualiffed teacher. 

4. A Professional Course, adapted to the needs of College graduates, giving them 
special opportunities to pursue studies in methods and didactics. 

SPECIAL .ItlETHOD CI,.l.SS. 
Each term a Spe(•ial irethod Class is organized for the benefit of experienced 

teachers having first or seC'ond class cE>rtificates, and ,,bo desire to learn more recent 
and practi('al 111ethods of teaching. This is a special feature of this school, and has 
inducements to good teachers that but few schools can offer. 

E XPENSES. 
1. Tuition free to students intending to teach in Iowa. 
2. Contingent fee $-!.00 Fall Term, and $3.00 ,vinter and Spring Terms. 
3. Boarding at actual cost, averaging from $2.75 to S3.25 per ,veek. 
4. J.\,1usic, both instrumental and vocal, taught by a specialist, at ordinary prices. 

CONDITIONS OF ADMISSION. 
AGE.-Young men must be seventeen and young women sixteen. 
ScHOLARSHIP.-At least the qualifications ordinarly required for third grade cer-

tificates. 
For further particulars write for catalogue to 

H. H. SEERLEY, President, 
Cedar Falls, :Co"W"a.., 
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A thoroughly equipped College for teaching B';}siness Accounts, :rvra tbematics, 
Business La,vs antl Customs, Short-hand and Type-writing and other practical 
branches. 'f he Kew Commercial Exchange con~ists of I i offices representing the 
principal lines of business. This Course is added without extra charge. A Circula r 
giving full particulars sen t free to Teachers. 

A DD RESS, JENNINGS & CH APMAN, 
Des Moines, I owa. 

WEBSTER 
TH E B EST I NVEGT M C:: NT 

for the F amily, the School, tho Professional or 
Pri,nle L ibrary. 

'£DST£,;• - A~---i~-,.___ -

BRIOC(/j (/ /~:AR 

· TSELF' 

·Besirles many other valuable fentures, it comprises 

A Dictionary of the language 
contninin~ 11-t,noo \VorJ:a1 nnd ~nno Engrnvings, 

A Dictionary of Biography 
giving: facts about nearly 10,000 l'ioted Per:sons, 

A Dictionary of Geography 
locating nnd briefly describin{! 25,000 Places, 

A Dictionary of Fiction 
found only in ,vcbster s t;nnbridged, 

All in One Book. 
3 0 00 more ,t ords and nearlv 2000 more Illus

trations than any other American Dictionary. 

WEBSTER IS THE STANDARD 
Authority in the Gov't Printing Office, and with 
the U. S. Supreme Cour t. It is reC'ommended 
by tbe Slate Sup'ts of Schools of 36 States, and 
by leading College Pres' ts of tho U.S. nnd Cnnnda. 

Sold hy nil Booksellers. Pamphlet free. 
G. & C. MERRIAM & CO ., Pub'rs, Springfield, l\fass. 

SPECIAL 
TEACHER'S EXC URSION 

- TO-

PAR IS E!~!fE 
WORLD'S EXPOSITION, visiting 
England, France, Germany, the Rhine, Belgium 
and Holland. Finest line of Steamers 
crossing the Atlautic. A 11 t ravel and 
hotels :FIRST-CLASS. LOW RATES, 
Rooms are Being Rapidly '.faken. 
Send for circular, free. 

}:. TOURJEE, 
J!'rank lin Sq., B oston, 1'1asil, 

WANTED! 
All teachers ,vho desire employment 

<luring their vacation , or to change from 
teaching to a more lllcrative employ
ment, address, 

GEORGES. CLINE, 
W agn er Block , D es Moin es, Iow a.. 

Sabry in proportion 10 ability of applicant. 

IMPORTANT TO COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS AND TEACHERS, 
I nstruction in Syn th etic Reading. 

The Western Publishing TJouse of Chicago, Illinois, having undertakan the management of 
1,Ir;,. Pollard s Synthetic Method of Reading, dC!-.ires to :,ecure the highest degree of thoroughness in 
the instruction given in the Iowa Institute~ during the coming summer. 'l'o this end, the House ·will 
furnish one week's instruction by thoroughly trained teachers for T wenty-five Dollars. 'Teachers 
wbo will come to the house to be in~lructcd in this Method w ill receh·e such training free. 

Address, ,v ESTERN PUBLISHING HOUSE, 
315--321 ,v abash Ave., Chicago, I ll. 

State Agent for Iowa, Miss Alice E. Hopper, Des ?i!oines, Iowa. 
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CHICAGO, MILWAUKEE & ST. PAUL RAILWAY. 
STEA11 HEATED and ELECTRIC LIGllTED ·vestibuled Trains to St. Paul 

and Minneapolis. Finest Dining Cars in the World. Through Sleeping Cars to 
Denver. The Route of the first '' Golden Gate Special." Excursion Tickets to 
Colorado. Excursion Tickets to California. Everything First-Class. First-Class 
P eople patronize First-Class Lines. Ticket Agents every\\·bere sell Tickets oYer 
the CHICAGO, MILWAUKEE & ST. PAUL RAILWAY. --

Teach the Children to 
Music in scboo1 is like sunshine after the shower ; music in school will lighten 

the heart and quicken the ideas and energies of the pupil; music in school is like 
loving and encouraging words from father, mother or teacher; it softens the heart 
and smooths all discord. Music in school, properly directed would have prevented 
the great rebellion; teach the children to sing "l\f y Country 'tis of Thee," •· The 
Star Spangled Banner," "Nearer l\ly Go<l to Thee," and they ·will love their coun· 
try, fight for the stars and stripes and honor God.-C. E. Leslie. 

LESLIE'S DAY-SCHOOL GEMS 
Contains 123 pages of music specially adapted for use in all gradee in the public 
schools. The book has been tried in Iowa, in Nor1ual Institutes, Graded Schools 
.and Country Schools, and in every case the ,ook is pronounced to be "just thP thing." 

Price, bound in durable board covers, 35 cents per copy, or $3.60 pPr dozen. 

We " 'ill be pleased to fill all orders. Address, 
NORMAL MONTHLY PUB. CO., 

DUBUQUE, IOWA. 








