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REVISION OF SELECTED SCHOOL LAWS AND STANDARDS 

1974 

This inform tion will be required to up-date your copy of the publication, Selected School Laws 
and Standards (1974). This revision includes the changes in Chapter 280/\ that were approved by the First 
Regular Session of he Sixty-sixth General Assembly. 

280/\ .12 

280A.12 Go rning board. The governing board of a merged area shall be a board of 

directors c posed of one member elected from each director district in the area by 

the elector of the respective district. Members of the board shall be residents 

of the district from which elected. Successors shall be chosen at the annual school 
elections f members whose terms expire on the first Monday in October following 
such electi s. Terms of members of the board of directors shall be three years 
except that embers of the initial board of directors elected at the special election 

shall deter ine their respective terms by lot so that the terms of one-third of the 
members, as 
succeeding 
the next re 

early as may be, shall expire on the first Monday in October of each 
Vacancies on the board which occur more than ninety days prior to 

lar school election may be filled at the next regular meeting of the 
board by ap intment by the remaining members of the board. A member so chosen shall 

be a resident of the district in which the vacancy occurred and shall serve until a 

member shal be elected pursuant to section sixty-nine point twelve (69.12) of the 
Code to fil the vacancy for the balance of the unexpired term. A vacancy shall be 

defined as i secti on 277 .29. No member shall serve on the board of directors who is 

a member of a board of directors of a local school district or a member of an area 

education a ency board. 

Amendment e fective July 1, 1975 

Changed by ouse File 700, sec. 136, 66 G.A.(l) 

280A.23(2) 
2. Change oundaries of director districts in merged areas after each decennial census, 
or after an change in boundaries of the merged area, to compensate for changes in popu­

lation ifs ch population changes have taken place, or at any time for the purpose of 
causing the boundaries of director districts to coincide where feasible, with the 

boundary li es of election precincts established pursuant to sections forty-nine point 

three (49.3 through forty-nine point six (49. 6), inclusive, of the Code. However, the 

director di tricts shall in all cases be of approximately equal population within each 

merged area. 

Changed by ouse File 700, sec. 137, 66 G.A.(l) 

280\.23 (9) 

280A . 29 

9. Set the salary of the area superintendent. In setting the salary, the board shall 

consider th salaries of administrators of educational institutions in the merged area 
and the enr llment of the area school, 

Changed by ouse File 897, sec. 1, 66 G.A.(l) 

280\ . 29 Ad isory committee (Repealed) 

Repealed by enate File 544, sec. 2, 66 G.A.(l) 
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280A .30 

280A .30 Membe s terms (Repealed) 

Repealed by Se ate File 544, sec, 2, 66 G .A • ( 1 ) 

280A ,31 

280A .31 Mee ti gs (Repealed) 

Repealed by Se ate File 544, sec. 2, 66 G.A.(l) 

280A. 32 

280A. 32 Advic (Repealed) 

Repealed by Se ate File 544, sec, 2, 66 G,A.(l) 

280\,33 (1) 

1. Approvals andards, except as hereinafter provided, for area and public community 

and junior col eges shall be initiated by the area schools branch of the department and 

submitted tote state board of public instruction and the state board of regents, through 
the state supe intendent of public instruction, for joint consideration and adoption. 

Changed by Sen te File 544, sec. 1, 66 G.A,(l) 

280\,33 (2) 

280A. 39 

2, Approval s andards for area vocational schools and for vocational programs and courses 

offered by are community colleges shall be initiated by the area schools branch and sub­
mitted to the tate board of public .instruction through the state superintendent of public 

instruction, fr consideration and adoption, No such proposed approval standard sha ll be 
adopted by the state board until the standard has been submitted to the advisory committee 

created by cha ter 258 and its recommendations thereon obtained. 

Changed by Sen te File 544, sec, 1, 66 G.A.(l) 

280\,39 Combi ing merged areas~-election, Any merged area may combine with any adjacent 

merged area af er a favorable vote by the electors of each of the areas involved. If the 

boards of dire tors of two or more merged areas agree to a combination, the question shall 

be submitted t the electors of each area at a special election to be held on the same day 

in each area. The special election shall not be held within thirty days of any general 
election. Pri r to the special election, the board of each merged area shall notify the 
county commiss oner of elections of the county in which the greatest proportion of the 
merged area's axable base is located who shall publish notice of the election according to 

section forty- ine point fifty-three (49,53) of the Code, The two respective county commis­
sioners of ele tions shall conduct the election pursuant to the provisions of chapters 39 

to 53, The voes cast in the election shall be canvassed by the county board of supervisors 
and the county commissioners of elections who conducted the election shall certify the results 

to the board o directors of each merged area. 

If the vote is favorable in each merged area, the boards of each area shall proceed to transfer 

the assets, li bilities, and facilities of the areas to the combined merged area, and shall 

serve as the a ting board of the combined merged area until a new board of directors is elected, 

The acting boa d shall submit to the state board a plan for redistricting the combined merged 

area, and upon receiving approval from the state board, shall provide for the election of a 
director from ach new district at the next regular school election. The directors elected 

from each new istrict shall determine their terms by lot as provided in section 280\,12 . 
Election of di ectors for the combined merged area shall follow the procedures established for 
election of di ectors of a merged area, A combined merged area shall be subject to all 

provisions of aw and regulations governing merged areas, 

Changed by Hou e File 700, sec, 138, 66 G.A.(l) 
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NOTE 

Your attenti n is directed to Section 257.10(14) that is reproduced below. Departmental 
rules are presently b ing formulated to implement this section of the Code. These rules will have 

implications for the cquisition and replacement of educational electronic data processing equipment, 

257.10(14) pprove, co-ordinate, and supervise the use of electronic data processing 
by local sch ol districts, area education agencies and merged areas. A committee, 

consisting o the state superintendent of public instruction, the director of the 
department o general services, the state comptroller, or t heir designees, and two 

persons know edgeable in the area of administrative-instructional computer systems to 
be appointed by the governor, shall assist and advise the state board of public 

instruction n approving, co-ordinating and supervising the use of electronic data 

processing c mputers by local school districts, area educat ion agencies and merged 
areas. The ommittee shall further inventory current practice and prepare and recommend 

a state-wide plan for the use of electronic data processing computers in order to prevent 

the unnecess ry proliferation of computers. These recommendations shall be submitted to 
the general ssembly by December 1 of each year. For purposes of this subsection the term 
"electronic ata processing computers 11 shall refer to equipment having as a component 

thereof a me ory core to store infor mation. 

THE REVISIONS OF CHAPTER 28cYI WERE IDENTIFIED IN THE 
PUBLICATION, SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION APPROVED BY THE 
FIRST REGULAR SESSION OF THE SIXTY-SIXTH IOWA GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY MEETING IN THE YEAR 1975 ISSUED BY THE IOWA 
LEGISLATIVE SERVICE BUREAU. 
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PREFACE 

The purpose of this publication is to provide a selected summary of: (1) school laws relating 
to area schools ; and (2) standards for area community colleges and area vocational schools . 

Part I contains the specific Chapters (280A and 286A, Code of Iowa) which pertain to the 
area schools. This information is taken from School Laws of Iowa, 1974, prepared by Mr. Larry 
Bartlett, administrative consultant for Administrative Support Staff, Department of Public 
Instruction. 

Part II contains standards fo~ area community colleges and area vocational schools as set 
forth in Chapter 5 of the Iowa Departmental Rules. 

Part III , the appendix , identifies related chapters of the Code of Iowa, which are referred to 
in Chapters 280A and 286A. 

iii 
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CHAPTER 280A 

REA VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITY COLLEGES 

280A.1 
280A.2 
280A.3 
280A.4 
280A.5 
280A.6 
280A.7 
280A.8 
280A.9 
280A.10 
280A.11 
280A.12 
280A.13 
280A.14 
280A.15 
280A.16 
280A.17 
280A.18 
280A.19 
280A.20 

Statem nt of policy. 
Definit ons. 
Combi ation of school systems. 
Divisio of county systems. 
Submi sion of plan to state board. 
Formu ating plans--cost. 
lnvesti ation of plan. 
Appro al of plan . 
Disapp oval of plan. 
Proced re after approval. 
Proced re of state board. 
Gover ing board. 
Direct rs of merged area. 
Ex pen es prorated. 
Condu t of elections. 
Status t merged area . 
Prepar tion of budget. 
Other unds received. 
Acquis tion of sites and buildings. 
Payme t of bonds. 

280A.1 Sta ement of policy. It is hereby 
declared to be th policy of the state of Iowa and the 
purpose of th s chapter to provide for the 
establishment of ot more than seventeen areas which 
shall include all f the area of the state and which 
may operate eit er area vocational schools or area 
community coll es offering to the greatest extent 
possible, educati nal opportunities and services in 
each of the fo lowing, when applicable, but not 
necessarily limite to: 

1. The first wo years of college work including 
preprofessional e ucation. 

2 . Vocation I and technical training. 
3. Programs for in-service training and retraining 

of workers. 
4. Programs for high school completion for 

students of post- igh school age. 
5. Programs for all students of high school age 

who may best serve themselves by enrolling for 
vocational and t chnical training while also enrolled 
in a local high sc ool, public or private. 

6. Student rsonnel services. 
7. Communi y services. 
8. Vocation I education for persons who have 

academic, socio- conomic, or other handicaps which 
prevent succeedi g in regular vocational education 
programs. 

9 . Training 
preparation for 
citizens. 

retraining, 
productive 

and all necessary 
employment of all 

10. Vocatio al and technical training for persons 
who are not enr fled in a high school and who have 
not completed hi h school. 

280A.21 Election to incur indebtedness . 
280A.22 Additional tax. 
280A.23 Authority of area directors. 
280A.24 Area community college. 
280A.25 Power of state board. 
280A.26 Former community or junior colleges. 
280A.27 Area schools branch in department. 
280A.28 Repealed by Ch. 1106, sec. 3, 63 GA. 
280A.29 Advisory committee. 
280A.30 Members terms. 
280A.31 Meetings. 
280A.32 Advice. 
280A.33 Joint action with board of regents . 
280A.34 Certain uses of funds prohibited . 
280A.35 Limitation on land. 
280A.36 Faculty development . 
280A.37 Membership in association of school boards. 
280A.38 Lease agreements for space. 
280A.39 Combining merged areas--election. 
280A.40 Area vocational school attendance center. 

It is further declared to be the policy of the state 
that all of the area of the state shall be in a merged 
area by July 1, 1971. If any area of this state is not 
within one of the existing merged areas of this state 
by April 1, 1971, or is not included in a plan pending 
before the state board of public instruction under the 
provisions of this chapter on or before that date, the 
state board of public instruction shall attach all such 
areas to an existing merged area or shall form such 
areas into new merged areas. Such attachment or 
formation shall become effective by resolution of the 
board, and by filing notice, if applicable, with the 
secretary of the school board of the merged areas to 
which such area is to be attached. Any area included 
in a merged area plan filed with the state board on or 
before April 1, 1971, and not becoming a part of a 
merged area because of the subsequent failure of the 
plan, shall be attached to an existing merged area by 
the state board of public instruction. The state board 
shall, where possible, carry out the provisions of this 
Act by July 1, 1971, but may defer action as may be 
necessary. The state board in carrying out the 
provisions of this Act shall investigate the desires of 
the residents of the area affected, and obtain the 
advice and recommendation of -the advisory 
committee. All actions made by the state board shall 
be accomplished by resolution of the board. Such 
resolution shall be adopted by roll call vote entered in 
the minutes of the board and the action of the board 
shall be final. 

At any time before April 1, 1971, any school 
district not included in a merged area may join any 
adjacent merged area in the following manner : 
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The school district board of directors shall 
publish notice of the proposal to join a specific 
adjacent merged area, in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the school district. The notice shall 
be published at least twice, no oftener than once a 
week . 

The school district shall become part of the 
adjacent merged area, as proposed in the notice, 
thirty days after second publication of the notice, 
unless a petition requesting an election on the 
proposal and signed by electors equal to ten percent 
of those voting in the last regular school election in 
the district is filed with the school board. 

If such a petition is filed, the school board shall 
submit the question of whether the district shall join 
the adjacent merged area as proposed, or shall join 
another adjacent merged area, at the next regular 
school election, or at a special election. If a special 
election is called, notice shall be published at least 
three times, no oftener than once a week, in a 
newspaper nf genera l circulation within the district. 

Upo n re,.;ctving notificat ion from a school board 
that it is proceeding under the above provisions to 
join an adjacent merged area, the state board shall 
stay its attachment proceedings until the procedures 
are completed. If a majority of those voting favor 
joining any adjacent merged area, the state board 
shall proceed to attach the district to that merged 
area. 

280A.2 Definitions. When used in this chapter, 
unless the context otherwise requires: 

1 . "Vocational school" means a publicly 
supported school which offers as its curriculum or 
part of its curriculum vocational or technical 
education, training, or retraining available to persons 
who have completed or left high school and are 
preparing to enter the labor market; persons who are 
attending high school who will benefit from such 
education or training but who do not have the 
necessary facilities available in the local high schools; 
persons who have entered the labor market but are in 
need of upgrading or learning skills; and persons who 
due to academic, socio-economic, or other handicaps 
are prevented from succeeding in regular vocational 
or technical education programs. 

2. "Junior college" means a publicly supported 
school which offers as its curriculum or part of its 
curriculum two years of liberal arts, preprofessional, 
or other instruction partially fulfilling the 
requirements for a baccalaureate degree but which 
does not confer any baccalaureate degree. 

3. "Community college" means a publicly 
supported school which offers two years of liberal 
arts, preprofessional, or other instruction partially 
fulfilling the requirements for a baccalaureate degree 
but which does not confer any baccalaureate degree 
and which offers in whole or in part the curriculum 
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of a vocational school. 
4. "Merged area" means an area where two or 

more county school systems or parts thereof merge 
resources to establish and operate a vocational school 
or a community college in the manner provided in 
this chapter. 

5. "Area vocational school" means a vocational 
school established and operated by a merged area. 

6. "Area community college" means a 
community college established and operated by a 
merged area. 

7. "State board" means the state board of public 
instruction. 

8. "State superintendent" means the state 
superintendent of public instruction. 

9. "Planning board" means any county board of 
education which is a party to a plan for establishment 
of an area vocational school or area community 
college. 

10. "Area school" means an area vocational 
school or area community college established under 
the provisions of this Act. 

280A.3 Combination of school systems. Boards 
of education of two or more counties are hereby 
authorized to plan for the merger of county school 
systems, or parts thereof, for the purpose of 
providing an area vocational school or area 
community college. Such plans shall be effectuated 
only upon approval by the state board and by 
subsequent concurrent action of the county boards of 
education at special meetings, called for that purpose, 
or at the regular July meetings of the county boards. 
No area which has les; than four thousand public and 
private pupils in grades nine through twelve shall be 
approved by the state board as a merged area. 

280A.4 Division of county systems. Upon 
recommendation of the county board of education 
and approval by the state board in an area plan, a 
county school system may be divided to permit parts 
of the system to merge with one or more merged 
areas in establishing an area vocational school or area 
community college. When division is permitted, the 
county school system shall be divided along local 
school district boundaries. No local school district 
shall be a part of more than one merged area. The 
county board of education shall be the planning 
board for any portion of the county school system 
which is to become a part of a merged area. 

280A.5 Submission of plan to state board. Plans 
formulated for a merged area when submitted to the 
state board shall include the following: 

1. A description of the geographic limits of the 
proposed area. 



- 1974 

2 . Tot al pop ulation , po pulatio n trends , 
pop1. la1io n dcn ·it y, ;ind projected popula t ion density 
of the dred . 

3. Total choo l enrollments in grades one 
through eight 

4. Total 
ithin the area. 
chool enrollments in grades nine 

through twelve within the area . 
5. Projecti ns of school enrollments within the 

area. 
6 . A d esc iption of the types of educational 

offerings and capacities of educational facilities 
beyond high sc oo i existing within the area, or within 
fifty miles of he center of the area, at the time of 
submission of lans. 

7 . ldentifi ation of educational programs needed 
within the area 

8 . An eva l ation of loca l interest in and attitude 
toward est ab li s me nt of the proposed a rea vocational 
school o r area mmunity college . 

9 . An eva uat ion o f t he ab ili ty of the area to 
contribute t the f inancia l support of the 
establi shment nd operati o n of the pro posed area 
vocationa l scho I or area communi ty college. 

10 . Est im t ed number of stude,ns with in the 
area who are ligible to attend the proposed area 
vocational scho I or area commun ity college. 

11 .. The c rriculum intended to be offered in the 
proposed area ocational school or area community 
co ll ege and as urances that adequate and qualified 
personnel will e provided to carry on the proposed 
curriculum and any necessary related services . 

12. The ocation or locations where the 
proposed area ocational school or area community 
college is to b constructed or established if such 
locatio n or loc tions have been agreed upon . The site 
or sites of an proposed area vocational school or 
a rea communit co ll ege sha ll be o f suffi c ient si ze to 
provide fo r ade uate fut ure expa nsion . 

13. The b undaries of d irector di stri cts which 
shall number t less than five or more than nine if 
such districts have been agreed upon . Director 
d istr icts shall e of approximately equal population. 

14. When it is intended that one or more 
ex isting vocat i na l schools, community colleges, or 
public junior alleges are to become an integrated 
part of an area vocational school or area community 
college, specifi informat ion regarding arrangements 
agreed upon or compensating the local school 
district or dist icts which operate or operated any 
existing school r college. 

15. Such additional information as the state 
board may by dministrative rule require . 

280A.6 Formulating plans--cost. County 
boards of educ tion may expend publ ic funds for the 
purpose of for ulating plans for · a merged area and 
may arrive at an equitable distribution of cost , 
subject to app val of the state board , to be paid by 
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each participating board. 

280A. 7 Investigation of plan. Upo n receipt of 
any plan su bmitted, th e state board shall cau se th e 
plan to be examined, conduct furth er investigation of 
and hearings on t he plan if deemed necessary . and 
evaluate the plan in relation to all vocational schoo ls, 
community colleges, and junior colleges existing, 
proposed , or needed throughout the state . The state 
board may approve or disapprove the plan or may 
return the· plan to t he planning board s for 
modification and resubmission. 

280A.8 Approval of plan. When a plan is 
approved , the stat e board shall issue an order of the 
approval , a copy of which shall be sent to each of the 
respective planning boards . The order shall : 

1. Offic ia lly designate and classify th e area 
school to be estab lished as an area vocational schoo l 
or area community co llege. 

2. Describe all territory included in th e county 
school systems wh ich is to be a part of the approved 
area. 

3 . Officially designate the location or locations 
of the area voca tional school or area community 
college. If the plan did not specify a location, the 
state board shall so determ ine . 

4 . Officia lly designate the boundaries of director 
districts. If the plan did not specify such boundaries, 
the state board sha ll so determine . 

280A.9 Disapproval of plan. When a plan is 
disapproved, a st atement of the reasons for such 
disapproval shall be forwarded to each of the 
planning boards. Within fifteen ca lendar days from 
the date of receiving such stat ement, the planning 
boards or their au thorized representative may request 
a hearing by the state board on the disapproved plan. 
The state board shall grant the hearing within thirty 
calendar days after receipt of the request . Upon 
receiv ing all evidence and arguments presented by the 
planning boards or their representative, the state 
board may reaffirm o r-reconsider its previous action 
with respect to the disapproved plan or may request 
the planning boards to modify and resubmit the plan. 

280A.10 Procedure after approval. When a plan 
proposing forma tion of a merged area is approved by 
the state board, each county board of education 
which is a plann ing board with respect to the 
approved plan shall: 

1. Within t h irty calendar days after approval of 
the plan by the state board, order published, in all 
official newspapers of the county, notice of intent to 
form the proposed merged area . The state board sh al I 
prescribe by admin istrative rule the form and content 
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of such published notices . 
2. Within seventy calendar days after approval of 

the plan by the state board hold a meeting to accept 
or reject the merger plan . In the event no decision has 
been made by a county board of education within 
seventy days, the county board shall be deemed to 
have approved the merger plan . The secretaries of the 
respective boards shall immediately notify the state 
board of the action taken at the meetings. 

280A.11 Procedure of state board. Upon 
receiving notice that all planning boards have given 
final approval to the proposal to form a merged area, 
the state board shall: 

1. Officially designate all territory included in 
the plan approved by the county school systems as a 
merged area . 

2. Direct the county commissioner of elections 
of the cou -:tv in which the physical plant facilities of 
the area vo,.c1 .,onal sch,,cl or area community college 
are to be located to ca ll and conduct a special 
election to choose the members of the initial 
governing board of the merged area. If physical plant 
facilities are to be located in more than one county, 
the county commissioner of elections of the county 
in wh ich the school or college administrative offices 
are to be located shall be responsible for calling and 
conducting the special election . 

280A.12 Governing board. The governing board 
of a merged area shall be a board of directors 
composed of one member elected fro m each director 
district in the area by the electors of t he> respective 
district . Members of the board shall be residents of 
the district from which elected. Successors shall be 
chosen at the annual school elections for members 
whose terms expire on the first Monday in October 
following such elections. Terms of members of the 
board of directors shall be three years except that 
members of the initial board of directors elected at 
the special election shall determine their respect ive 
terms by lot so that the terms of one-third of the 
members, as nearly as may be, shall expi;e on the first 
Monday in October of each succeeding year. 
Vacancies on the board which occur more than 
ninety days prior to the next annual school election 
shall be filled at the next regular meeting of the board 
by appo intment by the remaining members of the 
board. The member so chosen shall be a resident of 
the district in which the vacancy occurred and shall 
serve until the next annual school election, at which 
:..lection a member shall be elected to fill the vacancy 
for the balance of the unexpired term. A vacancy 
shall be defined as in section 277.29. No member 
shall serve on the board of directors who is a member 
of a board of directors of a local school district or a 
member of an area education agency board. 

Amendment effective July 1, 1975 
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280A.13 Directors of merged area. In each 
merged area, the initial board of directors elected at 
the special election shall organize within fifteen days 
following the election and may thereafter proceed 
with the establishment of the designated area 
vocational school or area community college. The 
board of directors shall thereafter organize on the 
first Monday in October of each year. Organization of 
the board shall be effected by the election of a 
president and such other officers from the board 
membership as board members so determine. The 
board of directors shall appoint a secretary and a 
treasurer who shall each give bond as prescribed in 
section 291.2 and who shall each receive such salary 
as shall be determined by the board. The secretary 
and treasurer shall perform such duties as are 
prescribed in chapter 291 and such additional duties 
as the board of directors may deem necessary . The 
frequency of meetings other than organizational 
meetings shall be as determined by the board of 
directors but the president or a majority of the 
members may call a special meeting at any time. 

280A.14 Expenses prorated. All expenses 
incurred in electing the initial board of a merged area 
shall be prorated among the several county school 
systems included in the area, in the proportion that 
the value of taxable property in each county school 
system, or any portion thereof which is part of the 
merged area, bears to the total value of taxable 
property in the area. The county commissioner of 
elections responsible for conducting the election shall 
certify to each county ho<1rd of education the 
amount which each board owes. 

280A.15 Conduct of elections. 
1. Regular elections held annually by the merged 

area for the elect ion of members of the board of 
directors as required by section 280A.12, for the 
renewal of the three-fourths mill levy authorized in 
section 280A.22, or for any other matter authorized 
by law and designated for election by the board of 
directors of the merged area, shall be held on the date 
of the school election as fixed by section 277 .1. The 
election notice shall be published as provided in 
section 49.53 and the election shall be conducted by 
the county commissioner of elections pursuant to 
chapters 39 to 53 and section 277 .20. 

2. Each candidate for member of the board of 
directors of a merged area shall be nominated by a 
petition signed by not less than fifty eligible electors 
of the director aistrict from which the member is to 
be elected. The petition shall state the number of the 
director district from which the candidate seeks 
election, and the candidate's name and status as an 
eligible elector of the director district. Signers of the 
petition, in addition to signing their names, shall 
show their residence, including street and number if 
any, the school district in which they reside, and the 
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date they sign d the petition. Each nomination paper 
sha II have app nded to it an affidavit of an eligible 
elector other han the candidate in substantially the 
form provided in section 43.17, except as to party 
affiliation. Th petition shall include the affidavit of 
the candid e being nominated, stating the 
candidate's na e and residence, and that he or she is 
a candidate, is eligible for the office sought, and if 
elected will qu lify for the office. 

3. Nomina ion papers in behalf of candidates for 
member of th board of directors of a merged area 
shall be filed ith the secretary of the board not 
earlier than six y-five days nor later than five o'clock 
p.m. on the ortieth day prior to the election at 
which member of the board are to be elected. The 
secretary shall eliver all nomination petitions to the 
county commi sioner of elections who is responsible 
under section 7 .2 for conducting elections held for 
the merged ar a, not later than five o'clock p.m. on 
the day folio ing the last day on which nomination 
petitions can b filed . 

4. The v es cast in the election shall be 
canvassed and abstracts of the votes cast shall be 
certified as r quired by section 277.20. In each 
county wh se comm1ss1oner of elections is 
responsible u der section 47 .2 for conducting 
elections held or a merged area, the county board of 
supervisors sha I convene at ten o'clock a.m. on the 
last Monday i September, canvass the abstracts of 
votes cast and declare the results of the voting. The 
commissioner shall at once issue certificates of 
election to ea h person declared elected, and shall 
certify to the erged area board in substantially the 
manner prescri ed by section 50.27 the result of the 
voting on any ublic question submitted to the voters 
of the merged rea . Members elected to the board of 
directors of a erged area shall qualify by taking the 
oath of office rescribed in section 277 .28. 

Amendment ffective July 1, 1975 

280A.16 atus of merged area. A merged area 
formed under he provisions of this chapter shall be a 
body polit ic as a school corporation for the purpose 
of exercising p wers granted under this chapter, and 
as such may s e and be sued, hold property, and 
exercise all the powers granted by law and such other 
powers as are i cident to public corporations of like 
character and re not inconsistent with the laws of 
the state . 

280A.17 reparation of budget. The board of 
directors of ea h me rged area shall prepare an annual 
budget design ing the proposed expend itures for 
operat ion of he area vocational school or area 
community col ege. The board shall further designate 
the amo unts w ich are to be raised by lo ca l taxation 
and the amou ts which are to be ra ised by other 
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sou rces o f revenue for such operation . The budget of 
each merged area shall be submitted to the state 
board no later than December 1 preceding the next 
fiscal year for approval. The state board shall review 
the proposed budget and shall, prior to January 1, 
either grant its approval or return the budget without 
approval with the comments of the state board 
attached thereto . Any unapproved budget shall be 
resubmitted to the state board for final approval. 
Upon approval of t he budget by the state board, the 
board of directors sha ll prorate the amount to be 
raised by local taxation among the respective school 
districts, in the proportion that the value of taxable 
property in each schoo l district bears to the total 
value of taxable property in the area. The board of 
directors shall certify the amount so determined to 
the respect ive count y auditors and the boards of 
supervisors shall levy a tax sufficient to raise the 
amount . No tax in excess of twenty and one-fourth 
cents per thousand dollars of assessed value shall be 
levied on taxable property in a merged area for the 
operation of an area vocational school or area 
community college. Taxes collected pursuant to such 
levy shall be paid by the respective county treasurers 
to the treasurer of t he merged area in the same 
manner that other schoo l taxes are paid to local 
school d istricts. 

It is the policy of t his state that the property tax 
for the operation of area schools shall not in any 
event exceed twenty and one-fourth cents per 
thousand dollars of assessed value, and that the 
present and future costs of such operation in excess 
of the funds raised by such levy shall be the 
responsibility of the state and shall not be paid from 
property tax. 

Amendment effective July 1, 1975 
Tax limitations for the tax year of 1976-1977 not 

applicable for loan repayment; see 65G.A., Ch.1096, secs. 57, 
61. 

280A.18 Other fu nds received. In addition to 
revenue derived by tax levy, & board of directors of a 
merged area sha ll be authorized to receive and 
expend : 

1 . Federal funds made available and 
administered by t he state board, for such purposes as 
may be prov ided by federal laws, rules and 
regulat ions. 

2 . Other fed eral funds for such purposes as may 
be provided by fed era I law, subject to the approval of 
the state board. 

3 . Tu ition in accordance with secti on 
280A.23(3) . 

4 . State aid to be paid in accordance wit h the 
statutes wh ich provide such aid . 

5 . State funds for si tes and fa cilit ies made 
availab le and administered by the state board . 

6 . Donat ions and gift s which may be accepted 
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by the governing board and expended in accordance 
with the terms of the gift without compliance with 
the local budget law . 

7 . Student fees collected from students for 
activities, laboratory breakage, instructional mate­
rials, and other objects and purposes for which stu­
dent fees other than tuition are customarily charged 
by colleges and universities, as provided in a schedule 
of fees adopted by the area board of directors. The 
expenditure of funds collected from students for 
activities shall be determined by the student govern­
ment unit with administrative and board approval. 
Any increases in student fees for activities shall be 
determined by the student government unit with 
administrative and board approval. 

280A.19 Acquisition of sites and buildings. 
Boards of directors of merged areas may acquire sites 
and erect and equip buildings for use by area 
vocational ~-:hoo ls or area community colleges and 
may contrac., mdebtednP.ss and issue bonds to raise 
funds for such purposes. 

Referred to in secs. 280A.20, 280A.21 

280A.20 Payment of bonds. Taxes for the 
payment of bonds issued under section 280A.19 shall 
be levied in accordance with chapter 76 . The bonds 
shall be payable from a fund created from the 
proceeds of such taxes in not more than twenty years 
and bear interest at a rate not exceeding seven 
percent per annum, and shall be of such form as the 
board issuing the bonds shall by resolution provide. 
Any indebtedness incurred shall not be considered an 
indebtedness incurred for general and ordinary 
purposes. 

280A.21 Election to incur indebtedness. No 
indebtedness shall be incurred under section 280A.19 
until authorized by an election. A proposition to 
incur indebtedness and issue bonds for area 
vocational school or arna community college purposes 
shall be deemed carried in a merged area if approved 
by a sixty percent majority of all voters voting on the 
proposition in the area . 

280A.22 Additional tax. In addition to the tax 
authorized under section 280A.17, the voters in any 
merged area may at the annual school election vote a 
tax not exceeding twenty and one-fourth cents per 
thousand dollars of assessed value in any one year for 
a period not to exceed five years for the purchase of 
grounds, construction of buildings, payment of debts 
contracted for the construction of buildings, purchase 
,f buildings and equipment for buildings, and the 
acc: uisition of libraries, and for the purpose of 
maintaining, remodeling, improving, or expanding the 
area vocational school or area community college of 
the merged area which tax shall be collected by the 
county treasurers and remitted to the treasurer of the 
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merged area as other taxes are collected and remitted 
and the proceeds of said tax shall be deposited in ~ 
separate and distinct fund to be known as the voted 
tax fund, to be paid out upon warrants drawn by the 
president and secretary of the board of directors of 
the merged area district for the payment of costs 
incurred in providing the school facilities for which 
the tax was voted. 

In order to make immediately available to the 
merged area the proceeds of the voted tax 
hereinbefore authorized to be levied, the board of 
directors of any such merged area is hereby 
authorized, without the necessity for any further 
election, to borrow money and enter into loan 
agreements in anticipation of the collection of such 
tax, and such board shall, by resolution, provide for 
the levy of an annual tax, within the limits of the 
special voted tax hereinbefore authorized, sufficient 
to pay the amount of any such loan and the interest 
thereon to maturity as the same becomes due. A 
certified copy of this resolution shall be filed with the 
county auditors of the counties in which such merged 
area is located, and the filing thereof shall make it a 
duty of such auditors to enter annually this levy for 
collection until funds are realized to repay the loan 
and interest thereon in full. Said loan must mature 
within the number of years for which the tax has 
been voted and shall bear interest at a rate or rates 
not exceeding seven percent per annum . Any loan 
agreement entered into pursuant to authority herein 
contained shall be in such form as the board of 
directors shall by resolution provide and the loan 
shall be payable as to both principal and interest from 
the proceeds of the annual levy of the voted tax 
hereinbefore authorized, or so much thereof as will 
be sufficient to pay the loan and interest thereon . In 
furtherance of the foregoing the board of directors of 
such merged area may, with or without notice, 
negotiate and enter into a loan agreement or 
agreements with any bank, investment banker, trust 
company, insurance company, or group thereof, 
whereunder the borrowing of the necessary funds 
may be assured and consummated. The proceeds of 
such loan shall be deposited in a special fund, to be 
kept separate and apart from all other funds of the 
merged area, and shall be paid out upon warrants 
drawn by the president and secretary of the board of 
directors to pay the cost of acquiring the school 
facilities for which the tax was voted. 

Nothing herein contained shall be construed to 
limit the authority of the board of directors to levy 
the full amount of the voted tax, but if and to 
whatever extent said tax is levied in any year in 
excess of the amount of principal and interest falling 
due in such year under any loan agreement, the first 
available proceeds thereof, to an amount sufficient to 
meet maturing installments of principal and interest 
under the loan agreement, shall be paid into the 
sinking fund for such loan before any of such taxes 

.. 
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afe othP.rwise ade available to the merged area for 
orher school pu poses, and the amount required to be 
annu;illy set asi e to pay the principal of and interest 
on the money arrowed under such loan agreement 
shall constitute a first charge upon all of the proceeds 
of such annua l special voted tax, which tax shall be 
pledged to pay id loan and the interest thereon. 

This law s all be construed as supplemental and 
in addition to existing statutory authority and as 
providing an i ependent method of financing the 
cost of acquirin school facilities for which a tax has 
been voted und r this section and for the borrowing 
of money and execution of loan agreements in 
connection the ewith and shall not be construed as 
subject to the rovisions of any other law. The fact 
that a merged area may have previously borrowed 
money and e tered into loan agreements under 
authority herei contained shall not prevent such 
merged area fr m borrowing additional money and 
entering into f rther loan agreements provided that 
the aggregate of the .. moun~ riayai:,le under ail of such 
loan agreement does not exceed the proceed!. of the 
voted tax . All s and proceedings heretofore taken 
by the board o directors or by any official of any 
merged area · fo the exercis<:! of any of the powers 
granted by th section are hereby legalized and 
validated in all r spects. 

Tax limitation not applicable to levies beyond 1975 up 
to 1 1 /8 mills. 

thority of area directors. The board 
of directors of ach area voca tio nal school or area 
commun ity coll e sha ll: 

1. Determin the curriculum to be offered in 
such school or c liege subject to approval of the state 
board. If an exis ing private educational or vocational 
institution withi the merged area has facilities and 
curriculum of ad quate size and quality which would 
duplicate the fu ctions of the area school, the. board 
of di rectors sh II discuss with the institution the 
possibility of e tering into contracts to have the 
existing insti tuti n offer fac ilities and curriculum to 
students of the merged area. The board of directors 
shall consider a y proposals submitted by the private 
institution f r providing such facilities and 
curriculum. Th board of directors may enter into 
such contracts. In approving curriculum, the state 
board shall asc rtain that all courses and programs 
submitted for pproval are needed and that the 
curriculum bein offered by an area school does not 
duplicate progr ms provided by ex isting public or 
private facilities in the area . In determining whether 
duplication wou d actually exist, the state board shall 
u n,iuer the ne ds ot the area and consider whether 
the proposed p ograms are competitive as to size, 
quality , tuition, purposes, and area coverage with 
existing PLlblic nd private educational or vo;;ational 
institutions with n the merged area. 
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2. Change boundaries of director districts in 
merged areas after each decennial census or change in 
boundaries of the merged area to compensate for 
changes in population if such population changes 
have taken place. 

3. Have authority to determine tuition rates for 
instruction. Tuition for residents of Iowa shall not 
exceed · the lowest tuition rate per semester, or the 
equivalent, charged by an institution of higher 
education under the state board of regents for a 
full-time resident student . However, if a local school 
district pays tuition for a resident pupil of high 
school age, the limitation on tuition for residents of 
Iowa shall not apply, the amount of tuition shall be 
determined by the board of directors of the area 
school with the consent of the local school board 
and· the pupil shall not be included in the full-tim~ 
equivalent enrollment of the area school for the 
purpose of computing general aid to the area school. 
Tuition for nonresidents of Iowa shall be not less 
than one hundred fifty percent and not more than 
two hundred percent of the tuition established for 
residents of Iowa. Tuition for resident or nonresident 
students may be set at a higher figure with the 
approval of the state board. A lower tuition for 
nonresidents may be permitted under a reciprocal 
tuition agreement between a merged area and an 
educational institution in another state, if the 
agreement is approved by the state board. 

4. Have the powers and duties with respect to 
such schools and colleges, not otherwise provided in 
this chc1 p!~r. wh1cl1 are prescribed for boards of 
d irecto rs of local school districts by chapter 279. 

5. Have the power to enter into contracts and 
take other necessary action to insure a sufficient 
curric1:1lum and efficien t operation and management 
of the school or college and maintain and protect the 
physical plant , equipment, and other property of the 
school or college. 

6. Establish policy and make rules, not 
inconsistent with law and administrative rules, 
regulations, and policies of the state board, for its 
own government and that of the administrative 
teaching, and other personnel, and the students of th~ 
school or college, and aid in the enforcement of such 
laws, rules, and regulations. 

7. Have authority to sell any article result,ng 
from any vocationa l program or course offered at an 
area vocational school or area community college. 
Governmental agencies and governmental subdivisions 
of the state within the merged areas shall be 911,en 
preference in the purchase of such article~ All 
revenue received from the sale of any article shall be 
credited to the funds of the board of the merged area. 

8 . With the consent of the inventor, and in the 
discretion of the board, secure letters patent or 
copyright on inventions of students, instructors, and 
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officials of any vocational school or community 
college of the merged area, or take assignment of such 
letters patent or copyright and make all necessary 
expenditures in regard thereto. Letters patent or 
copyright on inventions when so secured shall be the 
property of the board of the merged area and the 
royalties and earnings thereon shall be credited to the 
funds of the board . 

9 . The area board, when setting the salary of the 
area superintendent, shall take into consideration the 
salaries of administrators of educational institutions 
in the area, and the enrollment of the area schools; 
the salary range shall be from seventeen thousand 
dollars to twenty-seven thousand five hundred dollars 
per annum including additional benefits, over and 
above the additional benefits given all full-time 
employees. The superintendent shall not be required 
t o hold any t eacher's certificate. 

10. At the request of an employee through 
contractual agreement t he board may arrange tor the 
purchase of group or individual annuity contracts for 
any of its respective employees from any company 
the employee may choose that is authorized to do 
business in this state and through an Iowa-licensed 
insurance agent that the employee may select, for 
retirement or other purposes and may make payroll 
deductions in accordance with such arrangements for 
the purpose of paying the entire premium due and to 
become due under such contract. The deductions 
shall be made in the manner which will qualify the 
annuity premiums for the benefits afforded under 
section 403b of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 
and amendments thereto . The employee's rights 
under such annuity contract shall be nonforfeitable 
except for the failure to pay premiums. 

Whenever an existing tax-sheltered annuity 
contract is to be replaced by a new contract the agent 
or representative of the company shall submit a letter 
of intent to the company being replaced, to the 
insurance commissioner of the state of Iowa, and to 
his own company at least thirty days prior to any 
action by registered mail. This letter of intent shall 
contain the policy number and description of the 
contract being replaced and a description of the 
replacement contract. 

8 
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280A.24 A ea community college. The board of 
directors of a erged area initially organized for the 
establishment f, and which is operating, an area 
vocational scho I may with the approval of the state 
board expand t e curriculum of the school to qualify 
as an area corn unity college. The state board shall 
upon approval fficially classify the school as an area 
community coll ge. 

The stan ard academic workload for an 
instructor in a s and science courses shall be fifteen 
credit hours p r school term, and the maximum 
academic work I ad for any instructor shall be sixteen 
credit hours per school term, for classes taught during 
the normal sc ool day. In addition thereto, any 
faculty mernbe may teach a course or courses at 
times other tha usual day-course hours, or on days 
other than the regular school week, involving total 
class instructio time equivalent to not more than a 
three-credit-hou course. The total workload for such 
instructors shall not exceed the equivalent of eighteen 
credit hours p r school term. 

280A.25 P wer of state board. The state board 
shall : 

1. Have a thority to designate any vocational 
school or corn unity college as an "area vocational 
education scho I" within the meaning of, and for the 
purpose of a ministering, the Act of Congress 
designated the 'Vocational Education Act of 1963". 
No vocational chool or community college shall be 
so designated y the board for the expenditure of 
funds under se ion 35c, subsection "a", paragraph 5, 
Title 20, U.S . . , which has not been designated and 
classified as n area vocational school or area 
community col ege by the state board. 

2. Change boundaries of director districts in any 
merged area w en the board of directors of the area 
fails to change boundaries as required under. section 
280A.23, subs tion 2 . 

3. Change boundaries of merged areas to take 
into account ergers of local school districts and 
changes in bo ndaries of local school districts, when 
necessary to rn intain the policy of this chapter that 
no local school district shall be a part of more than_ 
one merged a ea. The state board may also make 
other changes n boundaries of merged areas with the 
approval of t e board of directors of each merged 
area affected y the change. At any time when the 
boundaries of merged area are so changed, the state 
board may au horize the board of directors of the 
merged area to levy additional taxes upon the 
property withi the merged area, or any part thereof, 
and distribute he same so that all parts of the merged 
area are pay in their share toward the support of the 
school or colle e. 
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4. Administer, allocate, and disburse any federal 
or state funds made available to pay any portion of 
the cost of acquiring sites for and constructing, 
acquiring, or remodeling facilities for area vocational 
schools or area community colleges, and establish 
priorities for the use of such funds. 

5. Administer, allocate, and disburse any federal 
or state funds available to pay any portion of the 
operating costs of area vocational schools or area 
community colleges. 

6. Approve, in such manner as it may prescribe, 
sites and buildings to be acquired, erected, or 
remodeled for use by area vocational schools or area 
community colleges. 

7. Have authority to adopt suet;, administrative 
rules and regulations as it deems necessary to carry 
out the provisions of this chapter. 

8. Have the power to enter into contracts with 
local school boards within the area that have and 
maintain a technical or vocational high school and 
with private schools or colleges in the co-operative or 
merged areas to provide courses or programs of study 
in addition to or as a part of the curriculum made 
available in the community college or area vocational 
schools. 

9 . Make arrangements with boards of merged 
areas and local school districts to permit students 
attending high school to part1c1pate in 
vocational -technical programs and obtain credit for 
such participation for application toward the 
completion of a high school diploma . The granting of 
such credit shall be subject to the approval of the 
state board. 

10. Prescribe a uniform system of accounting for 
area schools. 

280A.26 Former community or junior colleges. 
Any local school district which operated a 
community or junior college for any period between 
September 1, 1964 and July 4, 1965, may continue to 
operate such college. Existing public community or 
junior colleges may be converted into area vocational 
schools or area community colleges in the manner 
·provided in this chapter. In addition , an existing 
public community or junior college may be converted 
into an area vocational school or area community 
college by agreement between the board of directors 
of the local school distr ict operating the community 
or junior college and the board of directors of the 
merged area. Such agreement shall be effective only if 
approved by the state board of public instruction. 
Such agreement shall provide for reasonable 
compensation to such local school district . 

Where the board of any local school district 
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operating a community or junior college and the 
board of directors of the merged areas are not in 
agreement on the reasonable value of any public 
community or junior college which is to be 
converted, the matters of disagreement shall be 
decided by three disinterested arbitrators; one 
selected by the local board, one by the board of the 
merged area, and one by the two arbitrators so 
selected . The decisior. of the arbitrators shall be made 
in writing and a copy of the decision shall be filed 
with the secretary of the board of the merged area 
and the secretary of the local board. Any party to the 
proceedings may appeal therefrom to the district 
court by serving notice thereof with in twenty days 
after the decision is filed. Such appeal shall be tried in 
equity and a decree entered determining the entire 
matter . The decree so entered shall be final. 

280A.27 Area schools branch in department. 
There shall be an area schools branch within the state 
department v, ,.,..iblic instruction. The branch shall 
exercise the powers ana pt:r 1o rm the duties conferred 
by law upon the department with respect to area 
vo e, L,..,, ... 1 schools and area and public community 
and junior colleges . 

280A.28 Assistant superintendent of branch. 
Repealed by Ch. 1106 (H.F. 1359), sec. 3, 63 G.A. 

(2). 

280A.29 Advisory committee. There is further 
established a state advisory committee on area 
schools which shall consist of nine members. 
Members of the committee shall be appointed by the 
governor and shall include: 

1. A member of the state board ot regents. 
2. A member of the state advisory committee 

for vocational education. 
3. A member to represent private universities 

and colleges. 
4. A member to represent industry and 

management. 
5. A member to represent associations which 

have been established for the purpose of furthering 
the education and training of individuals with 
academic, socio-economic, and other handicaps. 

6. A member to represent local school districts 
which offer programs of vocational education. 

7. Two members to represent the general public. 
8. A member to represent labor. 

280A.30 Members terms. The members of the 
state advisory committee shall serve for terms of four 
years but the nine initial appointees shall serve as 
follows: Four members shall serve from the date of 
appointment until June 30, 1967, and five members 
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shall serve from the date of the appointment until 
June 30, 1969. Any vacancy on the committee shall 
be filled for the unexpired term of the vacancy in the 
same manner as the original appointment. Members 
of the committee shall serve without compensation 
but shall be allowed actual and necessary expenses 
while engaged in official duties. 

280A.31 Meetings. Prior to August 1 of each 
year, the advisory committee shall meet and organize. 
The committee shall annually elect a chairman and 
such other officers as committee members deem 
necessary. The chairman of the committee shall be 
responsib le for calling meetings of the advisory 
committee. Advisory committee members shall meet 
at least four times a year and at such other times as 
the chairman or the state superintendent deems 
necessary. The state board sh al I meet with the 
advisory committee at least quarterly. 

280A.32 Advice. The advisory committee shall 
advise the state board on the establishment of area 
community colleges, on the adoption of standards for 
area and public community and junior colleges, on 
faculty salary schedules and other matters relating to 
area and public community and junior colleges under 
the jurisdiction of the state board and state 
superintendent. 

280A.33 Joint action with board of regents. 
1. Approval standards, except as hereinafter 

provided, for area and public community and junior 
colleges shall be initiated by the area schools branch 
of the department and submitted to the state board 
of public instruction and the state board of regents, 
through the state superintendent of public 
instruetion, for joint consideration and adoption. No 
proposed approval standard shall be adopted by the 
boards until the standard has been submitted to the 
advisory committee created by this chapter and its 
recommendations thereon obtained. 

2. Approval standards for area vocational schools 
and for vocationa I programs and courses offered by 
area community colleges shall be initiated by the area 
schools branch and submitted to the state board of 
public instruction through the state superintendent of 
public instruction, for consideration and adoption. 
No such proposed approval standard shall be adopted 
by the state board until the standard has been 
submitted to the advisory committee created by this 
chapter and to the advisory committee created by 
chapter 258 and their recommendations thereon 
obtained. 

3. For purposes of this section, "approval 
standards" shall include standards for administration, 
qua Ii f i cations and assignment of personnel, 
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curriculum, fa ilities and sites, requirements for 
awarding of iplomas and other evidence of 
educational ac ievement, guidance and counseling, 
instruction, ins ructional materials, maintenance, and 
library. 

4. Approva standards shall be subject to the 
provisions of hapter 17 A. In addition, approval 
standards shall e reported by the state board to the 
general assem ly within twenty days after the 
commencement of a regular legislative session. No 
area communit college or area vocational school 
shall be remove from the approved list for failure to 
comply with th approval standards until at least one 
hundred twent days have elapsed following the 
reporting of sue standards to the general assembly as 
provided in this ection. 

5. The de rtment of public instruction shall 
supervise and e aluate the educational program in the 
several area co munity colleges and area vocational 
schools of th state for the purpose of the 
improvement a approval of such institutions. 

6. The sup rintendent of public instruction shall 
make recomme dations and suggestions in writing to 
each area com unity college and area vocational 
school if the department of public instruction 
determines, aft r due investigation, that deficiencies 
exist. 

7. The sta e board shall maintain a list of 
approved are community colleges and area 
vocational sch ols, and it shall remove from the 
approved list f r cause, after due investigation and 
notice, any area community college or area vocational 
school which ails to comply with the approval 
standards. An area community college or area 
vocational sch ol which is removed from the 
approved list ursuant to this section shall be 
ineligible to re eive state financial aid during the 
period of such emoval. The state board shall allow a 
reasonable peri d of time, which shall be at least one 
year, for com iance with approval standards if an 
area communit college or area vocational school is 
making a good faith effort and substantial progress 
toward full co pliance or if failure to comply is due 
to factors bey nd the control of the board of 
directors of the merged area operating the institution. 
In allowing ti e for compliance, the board shall 
follow consiste t policies, taking into account the 
circumstances o each case. The reasonable period of 
time for compl ance may be, but need not be, given 
prior to the ne-year notice requirement that is 
provided in this section. 

8. The dep rtment of public instruction shall give 
any area comm nity college or area vocational school 
which is to be r moved from the approved list at least 
one year's no ice. The notice shall be given by 
registered or certified mail addressed to the 
superintendent f the area community college or area 
vocational scho I and shall specify the reasons for 
removal. The tice shall also be sent by ordinary 
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mail to each member of the board of directors of the 
area community college or area vocational school, 
and to the news media which serve the merged area 

I where the school is located; but any good faith error 
or failure to comply with this sentence shall not 
affect the validity of any action by the state board. 
If, during the year, the area community college or 
area vocational school remedies the reasons for 
removal and satisfies the state board that it will 
thereafter comply with the laws and approval 
standards the state board shall continue the area 

. community college or area vocational school on the 
approved list and shall transmit to the area 
community college or area vocational school notice 
of the action by registered or certified mail. 

9 . At any time during the year after notice is 
given , the board of directors of the area community 
college or area vocational school may request a public 
hearing before the state board of public instruction, 
by mailing a written request to the superintendent of 
public instruction by registered or certified mai I. The 
president of the state board shall promptly set a time 
and place for the public hearing, which shall be either 
in Des Moines or in the affected merged area. At least 
thirty days' not ice of the time and place of the 
hearing shall be given by registered or certified mail 
addressed to the superintendent of the area 
oommunity college or area vocational school. At least 
ten days before the hearing, notice of the time and 
place of the hearing and the reasons for removal shall 
also be published by the state department in a 
newspaper of genera l circulation in the merged area 
where the area comm unity college or area vocational 
school is located. 

10. At the hearing the area community college or 
area vocational school may be represented by counsel 
and may present evidence. The state board may 
provide for the hearing to be recorded or reported. If 
requested by the area community college or area 
vocational school at least ten days before the hearing, 
the state board shall provide for the hearing to be 
recorded or reported at the expense of the area 
community college or area vocational school, using 
any reasonable method specified by the area 
community college or area vocational school. Within 
ten days after the hearing, the state board shall render 
its written decision , signed by a majority of its 
members, and shall affirm, modify, or vacate the 
action or proposed action to remove the area 
community college or area vocational school from the 
approved list . 

280A.34 Certain uses of funds prohibited. Funds 
obtained pursuant to section 280A.17; subsections 3, 
4, and 5 of section 280A.18; section 280A.19; and 
section 280A.22, shall not be used for the 
construction or maintenance of athletic buildings or 
grounds. 
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280A.35 Limitation on land. A merged area may 
not purchase land which will increase the aggregate of 
land owned by such area, excluding land which has 
been or may be acquired by donation or gift, or more 
than three hundred twenty acres. Such limitation 
shall not apply to merged areas owning more than 
three hundred twenty acres, excluding land acquired 
by donation or gift, prior to January 1, 1969. 

With the approval of the state board, the board 
of directors of any merged area at any time may sell 
any land in excess of one hundred sixty acres owned 
by the merged area, and no election shall be necessary 
in connection with such sale notwithstanding any 
other provisions of law. The proceeds of the sale may 
be used for any of the purposes stated in section 
280A.22. This paragraph is in addition to any 
authority under other provisions of law. 

280A.36 Faculty development. The 
administrat · ., of the college shall encourage the 
continued development of faculty potential by: ( 1) 
Regularly stimulating department chairmen or heads 
to meet their responsibilities in this regard; (2) 
lightening the teaching loads of first-year instructors 
whose course preparation and in-service training 
demand it; (3) stimulating curricular evaluation; and 
(4) encouraging the development of an atmosphere in 
which the faculty brings a wide range of ideas and 
experiences to the students, each other, and the 
community. 

This section was enacted by the General Assembly as an 
amendment to a departmental rule, no. 5.4(8) of the 
Department of Public Instruction. 

280A.37 Membership in association of school 
boards. Boards of directors of merged area schools 
may pay. out of funds available to them, reasonable 
annual dues to an Iowa association of school boards. 

Membership in such an Iowa association of 
school boards shall be limited to those duly elected 
members of boards of directors of area schools. 

280A.38 Lease agreements for space. The board 
of directors may, with the approval of the state 
board, enter into lease agreements, with or without 
purchase options, not to exceed twenty years in 
duration, for the leasing or rental of buildings for use 
basically as classrooms, laboratories, shops, libraries 
and study halls for vocational school or community 
college purposes, and pay for the same with funds 
acquired pursuant to section 280A.17, section 
280A.18, and section 280A.22. 

Such agreements may include the leasing of 
existing buildings on public or private property, 

buildings to be constructed upon real estate owned 
by the area school, or buildings to be placed upon 
real estate owned by the area school. 

Before entering into a lease agreement with a 
purchase option for a building to be constructed, or 
placed, upon real estate owned by the area school, 
the board shall first adopt plans and specifications for 
the proposed building which it considers suitable for 
the intended use, and the board shall also adopt the 
proposed terms of the lease agreement and purchase 
option . Upon obtaining the approval of the state 
board, the board shall invite bids thereon, by 
advertisement published once each week for two 
consecutive weeks in the county where the building is 
to be located. Such lease agreement shall be awarded 
to the lowest responsible bidder, or the board may 
reject all bids and readvertise for new bids. 

280A.39 Combining merged areas--election. Any 
merged area may combine with any adjacent merged 
area after a favorable vote by the electors of each of 
the areas involved. If the boards of directors of two 
or more merged areas agree to a combination, the 
question shall be submitted to the electors of each 
area at a special election to be held on the same day 
in each area. The special election shall not be held 
within thirty days of any general election. Prior to 
the special election, the board of each merged area 
shall notify the county commissioner of elections of 
the county in which the greatest proportion of the 
merged area's taxable base is located who shall 
publish notice of the election at least three times no 
oftener than once a week, in one or more newspa~ers 
of general circulation within the merged area. The 
two respective county commissioners of elections 
sha II conduct the election pursuant to the provisions 
of chapters 39 to 53. The votes cast in the election 
shall be canvassed by the county board of supervisors 
and the county commissioners of elections who 
conducted the election shall certify the results to the 
board of directors of each merged area. 

If the vote is favorable in each merged area, the 
boards of each area shall proceed to transfer the 
assets, liabilities, and facilities of the areas to the 
combined merged area, and shall serve as the acting 

280A.40 Area vocational school attendance 
center. Any merged area shall provide an area 
vocational school attendance center within a county 
of the merged area which contains a city of fifty 
thousand population or more as determined by the 
most recent federal decennial census. 

12 
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CHAPTER 286A 

GENERAL AID TO SCHOOLS 

286A.1 Area v cational schools, community and 

286A.2 
286A.3 
286A.4 
286A.5 
286A.6 

junior colleges. 
Repeal 
Basis o aid--standards for junior colleges. 
Deter ination. 
Inform tion furnished by school district. 
Rules. 

286A.7 Repealed. 
286A.8 General aid to junior or community colleges. 
286A.9 Merged area schools general aid. 
286A.10 Aid paid quarterly. 
286A.11 Pla·n for allocation of remaining funds. 
286A.12 Uniform accounting system. 

(Editor's note: ncident to the creation of the new form of school aid under the title, "Tax Equalization", which 
appears at Cha ter 442, the 62nd General Assembly repealed those portions of Chapter 286A relating to school 
districts in gen al effective January 1, 1968. However, Chapter 286A also deals with aid to merged areas and to 
districts opera ti g junior colleges, and its provisions relating thereto, as amended by the 62nd General Assembly, 
continue in for e. The amended sections which apply to merged areas and junior colleges are set forth below. 
Sections 286A. and 286A.6 were neither repealed nor amended by the 62nd General Assembly.) 

286A.1 Ar a vocational schools, community and 
junior colleges. The several merged areas operating 
area vocational schools or community colleges and 
the several scho I districts operating junior colleges or 
community co leges in the state of Iowa shall be 
entitled to rece ve financial aid from the state in the 
manner and am unt as provided in this chapter. 

286A.2 Re ealed. 

286A.3 B sis of aid--standards for junior 
colleges . Gener I school aid shall be distributed under 
this chapter on the basis provided in section 286A.4. 

Approval andards for public community and 
junior colleges shall be established and approved as 
prescribed in s tion 280A.33, with said standards to 
be issued and nforced by the state department of 
public instructi n. Eligibility for receipt of state aid 
for public co munity and junior colleges shall be 
determined by the state board of public instruction 
and the state b ard of regents. No aid shall be paid to 
a public com unity or junior college unless such 
college meets pproval standards. 

286A.4 De ermination. The general school aid 
funds allocated to each district shall be determined as 
follows: Multip y one dollar and thirty cents by the 
number of stud nts for which the district pays tuition 
for such stud nts to attend an area vocational 
technical high school or program which has been 
established an approved under the provisions of 

I 
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chapter 258. Multiply this product by the actual 
number of days that the vocational technical school 
was officially in session, not to exceed one hundred 
eighty days. For any district which has an area 
vocational technical high school or program 
established and approved under the provisions of 
chapter 258, multiply one dollar and fifty cents by 
the number of full-time day students who have 
graduated from high school or who are beyond 
twenty-one years of age and are tuition students. 
Multiply this product by the actual number of days 
that the school was officially in session, not to exceed 
one hundred eighty days. A school district, in 
computing the tuition to charge such a student, shall 
deduct the amount of general aid received for such 
student from the regular tuition for such student. 

286A.5 Information furnished by school 
district. At the close of each school year, but not 

later than July 5, the local district or merged area 
school shall supply to the state department of public 
instruction the information required for calculation 
of the amount reimbursable to the district for 
elementary and secondary school. For any day 
student who has been enrolled on a less than a full 
school-day basis, the reimbursement shall be 
calculated proportionately to the portion for which 
he is enrolled as shall be determined by the state 
department of public instruction . For school districts 
operating a junior college or community college, the 
aid to the district for such college shall be separately 
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appropriated , calculated, prorated when necessary, 
and paid as hereinafter provided in sections 286A.8 
to 286A.10. Forms for reporting information to 
calculate aid for elementary and secondary school 
purposes shall be supplied by the state department of 
public instruction to each school district not later 
than June 1. On or before August 1, the state depart­
ment of public instruction shall furnish to the state 
comptroller estimates of the amount reimbursable for 
the year to each school district for general aid for 
elementary and secondary school purposes and upon 
said estimates the state comptroller shall, on or about 
August 1, make payment of the fast half of the 
annual amount appropriated for such general aid. 
After all such claims have been calculated for the year 
and validated for accuracy, the state department of 
public instruction shall certify the same to the state 
comptroller prior to February 1. On or about 
February 1, the state comptroller shall make payment 
to the school districts, of the balance of the amount 
appropriated for such general aid, which, when taken 
with the first half payment, conforms to the amount 
of full year reimbursement due each school district as 
t hen validated and certified by the state department 
ot public instruction. In the event that the amount 
appropriated for reimbursement of the school 
districts for such purposes is insufficient to pay in full 
the amounts to each of the school districts or merged 
areas, then the amount of each payment shall be 
reduced by the state comptroller in the ratio that the 
total respective funds appropriated and available for 
such aid bears to the respective total amounts 
certified for reimbursement. All funds received or to 
be received under the provisions of this chapter shall 
be taken into account and considered by each school 
district or merged area when estimating the amount 
required for the general fund. 

286A.6 Rules. The superintendent of public 
instruction, subject to the approval of the state board 
of public instruction, is hereby authorized to adopt 
such rules and definitions of terms as are necessary 
and proper for the administration of this chapter. The 
necessary expenses incurred by the department of 
public instruction in the administration of this 
chapter may be paid from the appropr'iation therefor. 
When such conditions as unnatural w'eather hazards, 
bad roads, epidemics, and the like, occur to such an 
extent as to penalize any district, the superintendent 
of public instruction can adjust the formula by taking 
the average of several months' attendance in lieu of 
the months affected by such epidemics or hazards. 

286A.7 Repealed . 

286A.8 General aid to junior or community 
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colleges. School districts operating a junior or· 
community college shall be entitled to general school 
aid therefor as follows: Multiply one dollar by the 
average daily enrollment of the students who are 
residents of such school district carrying twelve or 
more semester hours of work plus the full-time 
equivalent of resident students carrying less than 
twelve semester hours of work. _Multiply two dollars 
and twenty-five cents by the average daily enrollment 
of students who are nonresidents of the district 
carrying twelve or more semester hours of work plus 
the full-time equivalent of nonresident students 
carrying less than twelve semester hours of work, 
Multiply the sum of these products by the actual 
number of days school was officially in session, not; 
to exceed one hundred eighty days. For the purposes 
of this section, "work" means subjects or courses; for 
which credit may be earned and applied toward 
fulfillment of the requirements for a certificate, 
diploma, or degree; and which are approved by the-: 
state department of public instruction for state aid.--

286A.9 Merged area schools general aid. Merged. 
areas operating area schools shall be entitled to .. 
general school aid. Each merged area shall be entitled . 
to two dollars and twenty-five cents per day for the .. 
full-time equivalent enrollment of students who are : 
residents of the state. The total amount of state aid 
allocated to each area shall be computed by the~ 
following formula: 

State aid = Full-time equivalent 
enrollment X 180 days X $2.25 . 
The amount appropriated for general state aid for, 

the fiscal year each year, shall first be allocated to 
each merged area, in accordance with the above 
formula, on the basis of its reimbursable full-time 
equivalent enrollment for the previous school year. 
Any amount remaining shall be allocated to each 
merged area as provided in sections 286A.11 and~ 
286A.12. Any course or program, the direct. 
operational costs of which are entirely paid by '· 
federal, state, or other governmental agencies or · 
private subsidy, or both, shall not be eligible for : 
reimbursement. ·' 

For the purpose of this chapter, the following 
definitions shall apply: _ .. 

1. "Full -time equivalent enrollment" means the 
quotient of the total number of reimbursable hours 
carried by residents of the state attending a single 
area school, divided by five hundred forty, which 
represents fifteen reimbursable hours per week for a 
period of thirty-six weeks. 

2. "Reimbursable hour" means any of th~ 
following: · 

a. One contact hour of lecture in an approved 
course in arts and science or vocational-technicai· 
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education. A ontact hour of lecture is one that 
requires signifi ant outside preparation. 

b. Two ntact hours of laboratory in an 
approved c urse in arts and science or 
vocational -tech ical education. 

c. Two co tact hours in an approved course of 
adult educatio that is eligible for general state aid, 
except that asic adult education, high school 
completion, an college credit courses that qualify as 
lecture courses will be reimbursed on a one contact 
hour basis. Co rses dealing with recreation, hobbies, 
casual cultural, r self-enjoyment subjects shall not be 
eligible for rei bursement. 

286A.10 Ad paid quarterly. Payment of the aid 
provided in s ions 286A.8 and 286A.9 shall be 
made to each erged area, and to each school district 
operating a j nior or community college on a 
quarterly basis at the end of each quarter of the 
school year, w ich commences on July 1 and ends on 
the following J ne 30, in the following manner: 

1. At the lose of each school year but not later 
than July 5, he board of directors of each such 
school district r merged area shall certify to the state 
department of public instruction the information 
necessary to compute the aid entitlement, as 
hereinabove pr vided, for the school year ending on 
June 30 imme iately preceding the said July 1. In 
addition theret , each said board shall certify to the 
state departme t, its best bona fide estimate of what 
the same data nd information will be for the school 
year that com ences upon the said July 1, and ends 
on the followin June 30. 

2. On th basis of estimates certified, as 
provided in su section one hereof, thirty percent of 
the anticipated aid entitlement for each such school 
district or mer_ ed area shall be paid to the district or 
merged area a the end of each of the first three 
quarters of th school year for which said estimates 
have been cert fied . The aid payment for the fourth 
quarter shall b equal to the difference between the 
aggregate aid yments for the first three quarters 
and the total a ount of aid entitlement computed on 
the basis of he actual information required for 
calculation, as ertified in the following July, plus or 
minus such pr rata amount as may be necessary to 
make the aggre te total of general school aid paid to 

15 

GENERAL AID, 286A.12 

all such school districts or merged areas, as the case 
may be, for the said year equal to the respective 
amounts of aid funds appropriated for payment to 
such districts or areas in the said year. 

3. Forms for the purpose of reporting the 
information and estimates required under subsection 
one hereof shall be supplied by the state department. 
After quarterly payments have been calculated they 
shall be certified to the state comptroller for 
payment. Such certification shall be made to the 
comptroller on or about August 1, November 1, 
February 1, and May 1 for aid payable for the 
preceding quarter. The comptroller shall pay the 
quarterly amounts so certified forthwith. 

286A.11 Plan for allocation of remaining funds. 
The superintendent of public instruction, with the 
advice and participation of an advisory committee, 
shall submit a plan to the state comptroller for the 
allocation of any funds remaining after fulfilling the 
requirements of section 286A.9. 

For the purpose of this section, the "advisory 
committee" shall consist of one board member from 
each merged area, to be appointed by each merged 
area board at its first meeting in July of each year. 

286A.12 Uniform accounting system. The 
superintendent of public instruction shall establish a 
uniform accounting system for area schools subject to 
the approval of the auditor of state. The accounting 
system shall provide for crediting all funds received in 
the form of federal aid , state aid, tuition, and 
miscellaneous fees to four separate accounts, as 
follows: 

1. Arts and science education . 
2. Vocational-technical education. 
3. General adult education. 
4. Co-operative programs or services. 
All expenditures shall be · charged to the 

appropriate accounts . No funds shall be transferred 
from one account to another without the approval of 
the superintendent of public instruction, and 
notification of all such transfers shall be given to the 
state comptroller. The accounting system of each area 
school shall be audited annually by the auditor of 
state. 



II DEPAR MENTAL RULES FOR AREA VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS 
AND COMMUNITY COLLEGES 

AREA OCA TIONAL SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITY COLLEGES 

5.2 Administration. 
5.3 Faculty. 
5.4 Curriculum and eval ation. 
5.5 Library or learning r source center . 
5.6 Student services. 
5.7 Laboratories, shops, quipment and supplies. 
5.8 Physical plant. 
5.9 Building and site app oval. 
5.10 Approval procedures 
5.11 Progress toward regi nal accreditation. 
5.12 Standards for area sc oo Is. 

Pursuant to author ty conferred by section 
280A.33, Code 1973, an the advice of the state 
advisory committee on rea schools, created by 
chapter 280A and the ate advisory council for 
vocational education ere ted by chapter 258, to 
which we hereby certify hese rules were submitted 
and their recommendati n obtained, and for the 
purpose of implementing hapter 280A, of the Code, 
the following approval andards for merged area 
vocational schools and community colleges are 
hereby amended by rescin ing all of rules 5.2(280A) 
to 5.28(280A), 1973 IDR 705 to 713, and adopting 
in lieu thereof the followin 

(Filed Marc 11, 1974) 

5.2(280A) Administ tion. 

5.2(1) Policy manua. An area school board of 
directors shall develop an maintain a policy manual 
which adequately describe the official policies of the 
institution. 

5.2(2) AdministratiV, staff. An area school shall 
develop an administrative aff appropriate to the size 
and the purpose of the nstitution and one which 
permits the institution t function effectively and 
efficiently. This admini rative staff shall provide 
effective leadership for t e major divisions of the 
institution including admi istrative services, adult and 
continuing education, reer education, college 
parallel education, and stu ent services. 

5.2(3) Superintende t. An area school shall 
have a superintendent w o shall be the executive 
officer of the board of directors. The executive 
officer shall be responsibl for the operation of the 
area school with respect o its educational program, 
its faculty and student ser ices programs, and the use 
of its facilities. He shall delegate to the staff all 
necessary administra ive and supervisory 
responsibilities to insure a efficient operation of the 
institution . 
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5.2(4) Certification. All 'administrative I staff 
except for the superintendent · shall--hold such 
certificates as required to authorize service in their 
respective areas of responsibility. 

5.2(5) Financial records and reports. The area 
school shall maintain accurate financial records and 
make reports in the form prescribed by the state 
department of public instruction and other state 
agencies. 

5.2(6) Enrollment. An area school shall meet 
minimum enrollment requirements if it offers 
instruction as authorized in chapter 280A of the 
Code, and if, to the satisfaction of the state board of 
public instruction, it is able to provide classes of 
reasonable economic size as needed by students, 
meets the needs of the students, and shows by its past 
and present enrollment and placement record that it 
meets individual and employment needs. 

5.2(7) Catalog. The catalog shall be the official 
publication of the area school. It shall include 
accurate information on institutional policies and 
other information as recommended by the state 
department of public instruction. 

5.2(8) Admission requirements. 
a. Postsecondary age students. The area school 

shall maintain an open-door admission policy for 
student of post secondary age. This admission policy 
shall recognize that students should demonstrate a 
reasonable prospect for success in the program in 
which admitted. Applicants who cannot demonstrate 
a reasonable prospect for success in the program for 
which they apply should be assisted to enroll in 
courses where deficiencies may be remedied or into 
other programs appropriate to the individual's 
preparation and objectives. 

b. High school age students. High school age 
students who can be better served by area school 
programs may be authorized to undertake such work 
with the cooperative approval of the area school 
administration and the administration of the local 
school district. 



5.2(9) School year. The length of the school 
year of the area school shall provide for the effective 
use of the physical plant and include a minimum of 
48 weeks of operation. The school year may consist 
of: Two semester terms and one summer term, three 
trimester terms, or four quarter terms. An area school 
may use any one or more of the three school years 
identified above or may offer instruction in units of 
length keyed to the identified scope and depth of the 
instructional content. 

5.2(10) Graduation requirements. Graduation 
from an area school shall be certified by the issuance 
of appropriate recognition indicating the type of 
program the student has completed_. . . 

a. Associate in arts or an associate m science. The 
degree ·issued to a person who has sat isfied curricular 
requirements that com,ist of content equivalent to a 
two-year college parallel curriculum shall certify that 
its recipient is either an associate in arts or an 
associate in science. · 

b. Associate in ~pplied arts or an associate in 
ap, ··,d science. The degree issued to a person having 
satisfied curricular requirements and demonstrated 
competence for employment in the occupational field 
for which the program was designed shall certify that 
its recipient is either an associate in applied arts or an 
associate in applied science. Typically, these degrees 
apply to occupations requiring significant amounts of 
applied scientific and mathematical knowledge or 
occupations in which the individual will work in 
direct support of a professional. 

c. Associate in general studies. The degree 
issued to a person who has satisfied the curricular 
requirements of a two -year program other than set 
forth in 5.2(10) shall certify that its recipient is an 
associate in general studies. 

d. Diploma. The recognition granted to a person 
who has been graduated from a curriculum other than 
set forth in 5.2(10) but of not less than 12 weeks in 
length shall be a diploma. 

e. Certificate. A certificate of completion may 
be issued to certify that a student has satisfactorily 
completed a course of instruction other than the 
above. 

5.2(11 I Academic records. The area school shall 
maintain in perpetuity for each student the complete 
academic record including every course attempted 
and grade received. These records should be kept in 
fire resistance storage, unless other equivalent 
safeguards are used, such as maintaining a duplicate 
file (microfilm or otherwise) in a separate building. 

5.2(12) Resident policy. There shall be adopted 
for all area schools a uniform policy for the 
determination of permanent residence for tuition 
purpose. 
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5.3(280A) Faculty. 

5.3(1) Certification and subject matter approval. 
a. Career education programs. Each instructor of 

a career education program shall hold a valid 
certificate issued by the state board of public 
instruction for teaching in an area school. For 
approval in a specific subject matter field or area each 
instructor in a career education program shall meet 
the experience and education requirements as 
outlined in the state plan for vocational education. 

b. College parallel programs. 
(1) Instructor qualifications. Each instructor of a 

college parallel course shall hold a valid certificate 
issued by the state board of public instruction for 
teaching in an area school. For approval in a specific 
subject matter field or area each instructor shall hold 
a master's degree in a field of instruction from a 
regionally accredited graduate school. This 
preparation shall include six semester hours of 
professional preparation appropriate for community 
college teaching, or adequate experience in college 
teaching or its equivalent as evaluated by a review 
committee appointed by the state superintendent of 
public instruction shall be accepted in lieu of part or 
all of the required credits in professional education. 
Approval in a second area of instruction shall be 
granted to applicants who present twelve semester 
hours of graduate level preparation in said field from 
a regionally accredited graduate school. 

(2) Special fields or areas of instruction. 
Instructors in special fields or areas including but not 
limited to accounting, business, developmental and 
remedial skills, engineering, law, law enforcement, 
and medicine, may be certified on the basis of two or 
more years of successful experience in the field or 
area they will instruct and the possession of the 
academic preparation ordinarily required for such 
special fields or areas. 

c. Adult basic education and high school 
completion programs. 

(1) Adult basic education and high school 
equivalency program. Each instructor in an adult 
basic education and high school equivalency program 
shall display to the satisfact ion of the area school: 
interest, desire and motivation to teach the 
undereducated adult, evidence of proficiency in the 
area of instruction, and compliance with all rules 
established by the state board of public instruction . 

(2) High school diploma program. Each 
instructor of high school completion classes shall be 
certified and approved to teach the subject in a 
secondary school. 

_, 



d. Continuing and general adult education 
programs. Each instructo in an adult continuing and 
general education prog am shall display to e 
satisfaction of the area s hool: A genuine interest in 

teaching, evidence of roficiency in the area of 
instruction, and complia ce with all rules established 
by the state board of pubic instruction. 

e. Resource staff. T ese approval standards are 
not intended to prohibit rea schools from employing 
resource staff in specializ d areas on a part-time basis 
to supplement instructio in specific programs. 

f. Support personnel acuity. 

(1) Counseling. A co nselor shall have a master's 
degree in counseling or i college student personnel 
work with an emphasi in counseling from an 
accredited graduate sch ol. This preparation shall 
include six semester hour of professional preparation 
appropriate for comm nity college teaching, or 
adequate experience i college teaching or its 
equivalent as evaluated by a review committee 
appointed by the stat superintendent of public 
instruction shall be acce ted in lieu of part or all of 
the required credits n professional education. 
Recognition shall be given to the value of 
employment experience outside of education in 
appointing counselors to ork with students. 

(2) Librarian and I ming resource faculty. A 
librarian or learning re urce specialist shall hold a 
master's degree in this ar a of specialization from an 
accredited graduate scho I. An assistant librarian or 
assistant learning resou ce specialist shall hold a 

• bachelor's degree in this area of specialization from 
an accredited instituti n . This preparation shall 
include six semester hou of professional preparation 
appropriate for comm nity college teaching, or 
adequate experience i college teaching or its 
equivalent as evaluate by a review committee 
appointed by the stat superintendent of public 
instruction shall be acce ted in lieu of part or all of 
the required credits in pr fessional education. 

(3) Auxiliary perso nel. Competent auxiliary 
personnel with specializ d skills, including but not 
limited to media techni ians, may be employed on 
the basis of demonstrate competence in a specialized 
skill. 

5.3(2) Faculty load. 

a. College parallel. he full -time teaching load of 
an instructor in college parallel programs shall not 
exceed a maximum of 16 credit hours per school 
term or the equivalent. n instructpr may also have a 
teaching assignment ou side of the normal school 
hours; provided the i structor consents to this 

· additional assignment a d the total workload does 
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not exceed the equivalent of eighteen credit hours per 
school term. 

b. Career education. The full-time teaching load 
of an instructor in career education programs shall 
not exceed six hours per day, and an aggregate of 30 
hours per week or the equivalent. An instructor may 
also teach the equivalent of an additional three credit 
hours provided the instructor consents to this 
additional assignment. When the teaching assignment 
includes classroom subjects (non laboratory), 
consideration shall be given to establishing the 
teaching load more in conformity with that of 
paragraph "a" of this subrule. 

5.3(3) Faculty organization. The faculty shall be 
organized in such a way as to promote 
communication among administration, faculty and 
students and to encourage faculty participation in the 
development of the curriculum, instructional 
procedures, general policies, and such other matters 
as are appropriate. 

5.3(4) Faculty development. Each area school 
shall develop and implement a plan for the continued 
development of faculty and administrative· 
proficiency consistent with the provisions of section 
280A.36 of the Code. For purposes of this standard, 
administrators shall be regarded as being members of 
the faculty. 

5.4(280A) Curriculum and evaluation. 

5.4(1) College parallel. 

a. This program shall offer courses that are the 
equivalent of th~ first two years of a baccalaureate 
program and may also include: Such courses as may 
be necessary to develop skills that are prerequisite to 
other courses and objectives; and specialized courses 
required to provide career options within the· college 
parallel program. A follow-up of students terminating 
shall be conducted to determine how well students· 
have succeeded and which adjustments ·in the 
curriculum, if any, need to be made. 

b. Courses of a remedial nature or prefreshman 
level shall not bear college transfer credit and shall be 
clearly identified in the college catalog and on 
transcripts. 

5.4(2) Career Education. Instruction shall be , 
offered in career education programs in no less than 
five different occupational fields as defined by the 
state department of public instruction. College 
parallel courses may be offered as needed in career 
education programs. The occupational fields in which 
instruction is offered shall be determined by merged 
area and geographical area needs as identified by 
surveys in these areas. Occupational advisory 



committees shall be used to assist in developing and 
mainta1n1ng instructional content, including 
leadership development. A follow-up of students 
terminating shall be conducted to determine how well 
students have succeeded and which adjustments in 
the curriculum, if any, need to be made. 

5.4(3) Adult education. Adult education shall be 
offered and may include adult basic education, adult 
continuing and general education, college parallel, 
high school completion, supplementary and 
preparatory career education programs, and such 
other programs and experiences as may be required to 
meet the needs of people in the merged area. 

5.4(4) Programs for the handicapped. Surveys 
shall be conducted in each merged area to determine 
the educational needs of persons who, due to 
academic, socio-economic, or other handicaps, are 
prevented fro m succeeding in regular educational 
programs. These surveys would then serve as a basis 
fo r appropriate modifications in facilities, materials, 
a1 · instruct ional arrangements. The modifications 
would then m«ke it possible for those whose abilities 
and interests warrant it to enroll in such programs. 

5.4(5) Community services. The area schools 
shall provide a program of community services 
designed to meet the needs of persons residing in the 
merged area. The purpose of the community service 
program shall be to foster agricultural, business, 
cu It u ra I, ind u stria I, recreational and social 
development in the area . 

5.4 (6) Standards of work and student load. 

a.- College parallel. 

(1) Each course which is offered for college 
credit and which is intended to be applied toward a 
baccalaureate degree shall be taught at a standard 
consistent with the quality and quantity of similar 
courses offered in regionally accredited institutions of 
higher learning. 

(2) A full-time student in the college parallel 
division shall be defined as one who is taking 12 or 
more hours of college credit or the equivalent . 

b. Career education. 

(1) Each course offered in the area of career 
education shall be taught in the shortest practical 
period of time at a standard consistent with the 
quality and quantity of work needed to prepare the 
student for successful employment in the occupation 
for which instruction is being offered. 

(2) A fu ll-time student in career education shall 
be defined as one who is taking 12 or more credit 
hours or the equivalent in career education. 
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(3) Curricula in full-time career education 
programs shall ordinarily be offered on the basis of a 
workload of from 20 to 30 contact hours per week . 

c. Adult education. Programs offered in adult 
ed tion are designed to serve persons of post-high 
school age who are primarily part-time students. Such 
programs may include formal or informal learning 
experiences offered on either a credit or noncredit 
basis and shall be appropriately designed to meet the 
needs and interest of adults. 

5.5(280) Library or iearning resource center. 

5.5(1) Facilities. Area school libraries or learning 
resource centers shall provide the facilities and 
resources needed to support the total educational 
program of the institution and should show evidence 
that the facilities and the resources are being used 
effectively and efficiently. Adequate consideration 
shall be given to the seating, comfort and setting of 
the facility used to house the collection. 

5.5(2) Staffing. The library or learning resource 
center shall be adequately staffed with qualified and 
certified professionals and skilled nonprofessional 
personnel. 

5.5(3) Collection. The collection of an area 
school shall be adequate in size and scope to serve 
effectively the number and variety of programs 
offered and the number of students enrolled. The 
collection shall sh0w evidence of having been selected 
by faculty as well as professional library or learning 
resource staff and shall be kept up-to-date through a 
planned program of acquisition and deletion. The 
collection shall contain and appropriate range and 
number of print and nonprint materials, effectively 
organized and quartered in a manner which • 
maximizes use. 

5.5(4) Expenditures. The budget of the library or 
learning resource center shall be appropriate for the 
programs and services offered by the institution. New 
programs and new curricula shall be reflected in 
library or learning resource center expenditures. 

5.6(280A) Student services. 

5.6(1) A program of student services shall be 
provided to meet the needs of students in the area 
school. The program of student services shall include 
the following seven functional areas: 

a. Orientation to college and career opportunities 
and requirements. 

b. Appraisal of individual potential. 

c. Consultation_ with students about their plans, 
progress and problems. 



d . Participation of st dents in activities that 
supplement classroom exper ences. 

e. Regulation to provi e an optimal climate for 
social and academic develop ent. 

f. Services that facilita e area school attendance 
through a program of inancial assistance, and 
faci I it ate transition to further education or 
employment. 

g. Organization that rovides for continuing 
articulation, evaluation a d improvement of the 
student services program. 

5. 7(280A) Laboratorie shops, equipment and 
supplies. Laboratories, sho , equipment and supplies 
comparable with that use in the occupations for 
which instruction is offer d shall be provided in 
accordance with the cond ions of the most recent 
state plan for vocational ed cation. Similarly, college 
parallel courses shall be supported in a manner 
comparable to those con itions which prevail in 
standard, regionally college and universities in which 
students may wish to transf r college credits. 

5.8(280A) Physical pla t. The site, buildings and 
equipment of the area scho I shall be well maintained 
and in good repair. A con istent plan of systematic 
maintenance shall be in evi ence. The physical plant 
shall be adequate in size a d properly equipped for 
the program offered and hall conform to chapter 
104A of the Code. All remodeling of existing 
facilities shall comply wit the "American Standard 
Specifications for Makin Building and Facilities 
Accessible to and Usa le by the Physically 
Handicapped." 

5.9(280A) Building an site approval. 

5.9(1 ) Site size. All sit s for area schools shall be 
approved by the state bo rd of public instruction. 
-The minimum size for an rea school site shall be 80 
acres for the first 100,000 in total population in the 
merged area plus an add tional 10 acres for each 
additional 25,000 in pop lation or major portion 
thereof. Provided, howeve , that the state board of 
public instruction may w ive said requirements for 
good cause shown. 

5.9(2) Building plans. All building plans and 
specifications for construe ion shall be submitted to 
the state board of public instruction for review and 
approval of educational ad quacy. 

5.9(3) Preliminary pl ning. Each merged area 
board shall present evide ce of adequate planning 
along with the prelimi ary building plans and 
specifications. Preliminary lanning includes tentative 
program approval, a mas er campus plan, written 
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educational specifications, site plot showing location -
of proposed facilities, and ex1st1ng facilities, 
elevations and floor plans, and specifications of 
materials. 

5.9(4) Other governmental approval. After a 
tentative approval has been received from the state 
board of public instruction, evidence shall be 
submitted indicating the approval by the state fire 
marshal and by the state department of health, when 
required, before final approval will be made by the 
state board of public instruction. 

5.9(5) Parking lots. All weather and adequately 
lighted parking lots of adequate size to accommodate 
the enrollment shall be included as part of the 
planned construction and shall include ramps on 
curbs to allow persons with mobility problems easy 
access to the building . Special parking spaces shall be 
provided for handicapped students. 

5.9(6) Flexibility and expansion. Evidence shall 
be presented to show that flexibility and expansion 
of the proposed construction is possible. 

5.9(7) Physically handicapped. The facilities 
planned shall be accessible to and functional for the 
physically handicapped and shall conform to chapter 
104A of the Code. 

5.9(8) Adequate facilities. All administrative 
fa c i I ities, classrooms, laboratories and related 
facilities shall be educationally adequate for the 
purpose for which they are designed. 

5.9(9) Air-conditioning. All buildings may be 
air-conditioned, to accommodate year-round use of 
such facilities except for areas where air-conditioning 
is impractical. 

5.9(10) Library or learning resource center. A 
library or learning resource center shall be planned as 
a part of the master campus plan and space made 
available for library or learning resource center 
services within the initial construction. 

5.9(11) Student center. An area of the school plan 
shall be provided where students may gather 
informally and where food is available. 

5.9(12) Nonreimbursable facilities. No facility 
intended primarily for events for which admission 
may be charged nor any facility specially designed for 
athletic or recreational activities other than physical 
education, shall be constructed with 
state-appropriated funds . 

5.10(280A) Approval procedures. 



5.10(1) Procedures for first and second years of 
operation. Temporary approval of an area school for 
each of the first two years of operation shall be 
granted annually subject to approval by the state 
board of public instruction and the state board of 
regents upon certification by the state department of 
public instruction that said institution has followed 
prescribed procedures in getting started and that it 
gives promise of ultimate compliance with - all 
standards contained herein. 

During the second year of operation, the 
institution shall prepare a comprehensive self-study 
following the directions issued by the state 
department of public instruction. 

5.10(2) Procedures after second year of 
operation. 

a. During the third year of operation, the 
institution shall be visited by a team of six or more 
e1rv!1 •::itors equally representing the state board of 
public instruct,c;n and the state board of regents and 
chosen by the respective boards. The chairman of the 
team shall be selected by the state department of 
public instruction. The evaluators shall spend a 
minimum of two days at the institution visited. 

b. The chairman of the evaluation team shall 
submit to the state board ·of public instruction and 
the state board of regents a report, together with the 
institution's self-study and pertinent supplmementary 
materials. The report shall identify the institution's 
strengths and weaknesses on the basis of the state 
standards and shall provide a specific 
recommendation as to whether or not approval by 
the state board of public instruction and the state 
board of regents seems warranted. The 
superintendent of the institution shall have an 
opportunity to file supplementary statements or data. 
The state department of public instruction shall 
distribute copies of the report, the self-study, any 
supplementary statements or data filed by the 
superintendent of the institution, and related 
materials to the members of the state board of public 
instruction and the state board of regents. 

c. If, after the visit by the evaluation team, the 
institution is given full approval by the state board of 
public instruction and the state board of regents, its 
approval shall continue, ordinarily, for a period of at 
least ten years contingent upon evidence that the 
institution is making consistent efforts to strengthen 
the areas in which weaknesses were noted. To provide 
this evidence of progress, the institution shall submit 
by January 1, of each year, a report of what 
improvements have been made and what changes are 
planned for the next year. To supplement and verify 
this annual report, representatives of the state 
department of public instruction shall visit each 
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institution at least one day each year. However, 
acting jointly, the state board of public instruction 
and the state board of regents have the discretionary 
authority to review the approval status of area 
schools and authorize such reports and evaluation 
visits as may be deemed necessary. On the basis of 
these reports and the visits of the evaluators, the state 
department of public· instruction and the regent 
committee on educational relations acting jointly, 
shall recommend to the state board of public 
instruction and the state board of regents whether or 
not an institution's approval should be continued or 
changed. At the termination of the approval period, 
representatives of the state department of public 
instruction and the state board of regents shall review 
the institution's strengths and weaknesses and 
authorize either another period of approval or a visit 
by an evaluation team. If an evaluation visit is 
authorized, it shall be preceded by a self-study. 

d. If, after the visit by the evaluation team, the 
institution is granted provision approval by the state 
board of public instruction and the state board of 
regents, the institution shall be revisited annually as 
provided in 5.10(2), "c", and by an evaluation team 
within three years after the last visit by an evaluation 
team to determine the extent to which the institution 
has made satisfactory progress in improving areas 
where weaknesses were noted. 

On the basis of the evaluation team report, the 
state department of public instruction shall make a 
recommendation of approval status to the state board 
of public instruction and the state board of regents. 
The state board of public instruction and the state 
board of regents have the option of granting full 
approval, continue provisional approval, or denying 
approval. 

"Provisional approval" shall mean that the 
institution's strengths are judged to be greater than 
the weaknesses and that there is a good possibility 
that the weaknesses can be corrected within three 
years or less. 

5.11 (280A) Progress toward regional 
accreditation. Each area school that has not received 
accreditation by the regional association is expected 
to demonstrate that it is making annual progress 
toward meeting such accreditation. 

5.12(280A) Standards for area schools. All area 
schools are subject to the same standards with the 
exception that area vocational schools are not 
expected to offer a program equivalent to the first 
two years of baccalaureate college work including 
pre-professional education and provide the 
instructors, facilities and equipment for such college 
work . 

(Effective March 11, 1974) 
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III APPENDIX 

Listed below is a cross reference to other chapters in the Code of Iowa referred to in 
chapters 280A an 286A.Page numbers indicate where these portions of the statutes may be 
found in Code of I wa, 1975. 

Chapter 17A Administrative Procedure Act ... .. pp . 60-69 

Chapter 39 Time of Election and Term of Office pp . 195-197 

Chapter 39-53 Elections and Officers ..... pp. 195-292 

Chapter 49.53 Publication of ballot and notice .. . p. 265 

Chapter 53 Absent Voters Law ... . .. pp. 286-292 

Chapter 43.17 Affidavit to nomination papers p.230 

Chapter 47.2 County commissioner of elections p.249 

Chapter 50.27 Declaration of election ..... p.276 

Chapter 76 Maturity and Payment of Bonds pp. 334-335 

Chapter 258 Vocational Education . pp. 1214-1216 

Chapter 277.1 Regular election .p. 1274 

Chapter 277.20 Canvassing returns .p. 1275 

Chapter 277.29 Vacancies .p. 1276 

Chapter 279 Directors - Powers and Duties .pp.1278-1283 

Chapter 291 President, Secretary, and Treasurer of Board . pp. 1320-1322 
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