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Rl1'TAIL TRADING AREAS IN 

B0CHANAN, DELAWARE, BENTON, AND LINN 

COUNTIES 

Area and Extent 

The counties included in this survey are located in northeast Iowa. 

Together they form an irregular rectangle approximately fifty-five miles 

-------~s~q~u~u~r~e~-- ~'J'h~e-""'-top12gra.phy Q.f~Qe~area may be generally described as an un­

dulating prairie. Throe rivers, tho Ceda.r, Wc.psipinicon, and Maquoketa 

drain most of the section, and near these rivers there are occasional sec­

tions of rolling or hilly land. Nearly all the land is tillable, however, 

and practically none of it can be classified as waste 19.Ild. The soil is 

generally rich and highly productive. Corn is the lending crop in all 

.. four counties and most of this crop is fed to meat animals, which produce 

the major portion of the farm income of the area. In Buchanan and Delaware 

counties dairy farming is also of considerable importance and in some 

communities the income from the sale of cream equals or exceeds that de­

rived from the sale of mea.t animals. Additional sources of farm income 

include poultry products and a smnJ.l amount of vegetables and truck products. 

These latter items, however, occupy only a minor position as sources of in­

come. The agricultnral organization of all four counties is douinated by 

the sale of animal products • 

Trans12,ortation Facilities 

As in most other sections of Iown, transportation routes of this arec. 

have taken a generally east-west direction. Two important railways and a 
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_po.vGd highway traverse the southern portiom{ of Benton mid Linn counties 

nnd a similar group of transportc..tion routes crossos the central portions 

of Bucha.nr,n and Delo.wr.i.re counties. Lines running north o.nd south carry 

considerably loss traffic. The ar0u iH v1011 served by both types of trn.ns-­

portation, however, and access to trading c,,:nters is re.lativoly easy for 

residents of practically all sections of th;:: nrea. 

0 c es of It.!.£2!!!.Q 

,'\n astimato of incomes in th,300 four countios for the yo:irs 1927-1929 

shows that in uJ.l counti0s oxc.:.ipt I.inn o.grict1l turo is tht"o principal economic 

interest ('1'3.ble I). In Linn County, both msnufacturing and trade aro of 

gr0at8r relative importru1ce thrn1 agr:Lcul ture , boc,:::tu SG 0f extunsivo c1evelop-­

ment along bo·~,h those lin0s in tho city of ;9e<lD.r Rapids. Cednr Rapids 

is one of the major cities of the stato and h .gs an extensive devolopnent 

of both ;:,1anuf.::tcturing and the wholus1.:ue tr·'.,de. Those intorests clearly 

dominatG the econor.1ic str-uctur0 of Linn Count:r, but it should not be 

assumt➔d that tho county is unimportnnt agricu1turdly. Linn County farms 

compare fuvora.'uly in productivity with those 0i' tho other counties of the 

a ren.. Its per capi t r. inco1:w is well abovo tho state average c.nd above tho 

av0rago for this nroa. 

Trading Areas ... The Farm M.~irket 

Tho accompm1ying maps ( Charts 2 to 9 inclusive) show tho t-ruding ar.::as 

for eight typ'.}S of goods for all cornmuni ti0s .ii thin the area. These terri­

tories wore detorr.!in (_-d fror:. information obtained in the Gnumoration of 692 
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TABLE I-* 

PRINCIPft_L SOURCES OF INCOME 

(1927-1929 average) 

J\.gri- Me.nu- Tr::ms- I Per Cri.pi ta 
culture fo.cturing portation Trade Other Income 

Counties -

BuchaTJ.an 41.1% 2.6% 9.2% 10.5% 57.6% 

Delaware 39.2 1.6 15.6 9.9 35.7 

Benton 45.5 3.6 9.4 9.5 32.2 

Linn 7.9 26.9 3 .9 13.2 48.l 

Th , ;Jt .·.t .· 27 . 5% 10.9% 8.4% 12.3% 40.9% 

* From "The Income of the Counties of Iowa", a report by the qorrnnitteo on Population and 
and Social Trends, Iowa State Planning Board, 1955. 
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fa.rm f amilies :i.n all sections of the aree . Routes followed by enumerator3 

were laiJ out to cover all portions of the counties and interviews were 

obtained once each mile along these routes. 

Prima:!X Service Areas 

The convenience-goods trade of these counties is distributed runong 

more than fifty towns of varying sizes, ranging from mere hamleto to some 

of the largest cities in tho state. The counties ;vith which we are dealing 

have an unusun.lly large numbor of small trading centers. As a result, the 

largar cities and tmms, such as Cedar Rapids, Vinton, Independence, and 

Mm1chestor, have primary service arons for items such as groceries, drugs, 

and lumber which are considerably smaller thnn tho same areas for cities 

of comparable sizes in certain other sections of tho state. It is also in­

teresting to note that the service area of Cedar Rapids is only slightly 

larger than that of the other to1.:ms mentioned, o.l though it-s population is 

more thnn ten times as great us any of them. The Cedar Rapids primary ser­

vice area probably represents about the maximum size which may be attcined 

in o. district ,huvh1g such a large number of srnull trading centers. Persons 

ordinarily purcho.se convenience goods at nearby trading centers and are not 

easily induced to travel longer distances if local stqcks of such goods are 

available. 

The trading area maps have also been drawn to include most of the 

convenience-goods area for the city of Waterloo. This city is of a r.:li zo 

comparable to that of Cedar Rapids and the S3.llle statements concerning the 

restriction of service areas are found to apply to it. A detailed .:maly­

sis of the grocerJ trade in each area shown on Chart 2 is presontod in 
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Tablo II. It will be obsorv ;;d that ,nost towns havo n.lmost complete control 

of t.hoir r-Jtail grocery trade, o.nd that VClr'./ few frunili0s roport gr·oce:r"J 

purchDBGS in more distant cent:}rs. Analysis of the trad0 in drugs, medi­

cinos, .lumbo:r and cement shows similar t i:mdcmctes. 

Sho~ Areas 

Tho shopping trade of this ar,)a is vory largely in th0 honds of the 

merchants of tho six largGst towns ; Cochr Rapids, Wate::rloo, Manchester, 

Ind8pen.denc,3, Vinton, and Bello Plaine. The ext,-:mt of these areas is 

sh()Vffi in Charts 5, 6, and 7, which inclicato a considerable number of inter­

stitial or combined areas nour the margins of tha territories assigned to 

each of these conterr; . In t1H,Ge interstitial aroas, the trade is rather 

evonly divided among the towns indicutod. An nnaJ.ysis of the percentage 

of trE?.de for wonen I s clothing :_md men's suitB is pr-3sonted in Tables III 

m1cl IV. Not all of the shopping nreus of Ceda r Rapids o.nd Waterloo are 

included 111i thin the area mapped. Studies now in preparation for a.djncont 

sections will show the remaindGr of the. shopping areas for these cities-. 

Charts 8 and 9 show tho tr.::!ding arCJo.s for overalls and fnrm Ii10.Chinery. 

Areas for both these commodities a.re sonewha t larger than those for con­

v :Jnience goods, but smaller than tho shopping territories previously de­

scribed. A great deal of vnrifation apparently exists from one community 

to another in the purchase of ncn's overalls. In some c;ommuniti8s it is 

customary to purchase these i t,:ims of work clothing at the neighborhood 

store, but in other districts purchases are made ut grouter distr.mces. 

Trade areas for f ~trm mo.chinery a.re generally s1:iall, apparently be­

cause of a recognized need for local repE,.irs and parts. It is interesting 
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TABLE II 

DIVISION OF OPEN COUNTRY GROCERY TRADE 

AL10NG PfiA.JOR CENTERS 

Linn County 

Walker area.: 
Walker 

Troy Mills nreo.: 
Tr~y MiU.s 
Alice 

Alice area: 
.Alice 
Coda.r Rapids 
Alburnett 

Cogg1:>n ar ea: 
Coggon 
Prairieburg 

Pra:i.r.i.0burg ar ea ~ 
Prai r ieburg 
Coggon 

MonticeJ.lo area: 
Monticello 
fmamoso. 

Central City a r ea: 
Central City 

Anruno so. nrea : 
Anamosa 
Mn.:i.~i ··m 

~'Jhittier area: 
\'il:1ittier 
1:!aubeck 

Albur nett aron: 
f, l burnett 
Mar ion 
Lo. Fayette 

Cantor P0int nr en 
Pal o o.reo 
Mori .:-n a rea ~ 

Marii:m 
Coder Rapids 

Springville area: 
Springville 
Viol a 
Ceda r RopidG 

( Almlysis of Chnrt 2) 

100% 

807~ 
i:,u 

50% 
25 
25 

88% 
12 

75% 
25 

13056 
20 

100% 

75% 
25 

80% 
20 

80% 
10 
10 

l 00jb 
100% 

95% 
5 

67% 
11 
':> ' ' ,~ ~ 

Lisbon urea 
Mt . Vernon aroa: 

Mt . Vernon 
C0dnr Rnpids 

Codnr Ib pids area : 
Cednr Rapids 
Trnldvi.ll r3 
Co vi.n gt ::m 
VJo.lford 
Ely 

Bonton County 
Codnr Rapids nrca 
Lo. Porto City .:1rea 
Vinton nreo. 
Independence area 
Urbr.~n o. ,; r ou 
Shellsbu:..·g area 
i1 tkins o.ron 

Atkins 
Cedar Rapids 

Newhall area : 
Nenhull 
Vint·:m 
Ced.D r Rapi ds 

Nor vmy nren 
Watkins area. 
Blairstown ar ea 
Van Horne area 
Belle Plaine o.rea 
Elber on area: 

Elberon 
Belle Pla ine 

Keystone nrea 
Garrison ar ea: 

Garri son 
Vinton 

Buchanan Count-.,_ 
Fni r bn.nk ar on : 

Fairbank 
Oolwc:i.n 

100% 

90i; 
10 

90% 
4 
2 
2 
2 

1J 0%. 
100% 
100% 
Fl0% 
1007~ 
100% 

85% 
17 

70% 
15 
15 

100% 
1007b 
1()0% 
100% 
l '.)0% 

'75% 
25 

100% 

85% 
15 

85% 
15 
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TABLE II ( continued) 

DIVISION OF OPEN COUNTRY GROCERY TRADE .. 

Buchannn County ( continued) 
Hazleton area: 

Hazleton 
Oelwein 

StanJ.ey area: 
Str ... nley 
Oelwein 

Aurora area: 
Aurora 
Independence 

Lamont ,s.rea : 
Lamont 
Winthrop 

Winthrop area: 
Winthrop 
Lamont 
Quo.squeton 

Quasqueton area: 
Quasqueton 
Winthrop 
Kiene 

Walker aren: 
Walker 
Rowley 

Rowley area: 
Rowley 
Indep1.mdence 
Urbnna 

Brandon araa: 
Brandon 
Rowley 

Jesup area.: 
Jesup 
Indepcmdenco 

Littleton area: 
Littleton 
Jesup 

Independence area: 
Independence 
Aurora 

AMONG lVJA,TOR CENTERS 

83% 
17' 

75% 
25 

93% 
7 

94% 
6 

88% 
6 
6 

86% 
7 
7 

88% 
l,: 

84% 
8 
8 

87% 
13 

73% 
27 

67% 
33 

'd7% 
3 

Delaware County 
Dundee area: 

Dundee 
Manchester 

Edgewood area 
Greeley area: 

Greeley 
f,Junchester 

Colesburg D.rea 
Petersburg area: 

Petersburg 
Dyersville 

New Vienna arec 
Dyersville area 
Hopkinton area: 

Hopkinton 
Ryo.n 
Wort,hington 
Manchester 
Buck Creek 

Delhi nroa: 
Delhi 
Manchester 

Dclmmr o area : 
Delaware 
Manchester 

Ryan area: 
Rycm 
Hopkinton 
Prairieburg 

Ryan-Coggon nren: 
Ryan 
Coggon 
Manchester 

Masonville area: 
Masonville 
Manchester 

Manchester area: 
Mnnchostor 
Earlville 
Strawberry Point 

60% 
40 

100% 

90% 
J.U 

lOOo/; 

50% 
50 

100% 
100% 

84% 
4 
4 
4 
4 

80% 
20 

50% 
50 

86% 
9 
5 · 

'33% 
56 
11 

85% 
15 

96% 
2 
2 
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TiffiU'. III 

DIVISION OF OPEN COUNTRY WOMEN'S CLOUIING TRADE 

AfillONG MAJOR CENTERS 

( Analysis of Chn.rt 5) 

;!;,inn Count_x 
Cedar Rapids area: 

Cedar Rapids 98% 
Marion 1 
Mail Order l 

Monticello-Cedar Rapids area.: 
Monticello 55% 
Cedar Rapids 50 
Anrunosa 

Anamosa area: 
Anamosa 

Benton County 
Vinton area: 

Vinton 
Waterloo 
Independence 
Cedar Rapids 

Cedar Rapids area: 
Cedar Rapids 
Mail Order 
Newhall 
Atkins 

Vinton-Cedar Rapids area : 
Cedar Rapids 
Vinton 
Mail Order 

Blairstown-Cedar Rapids area: 
Cedar Rapids 
Blairstown 
Mail Order 

Bello Plaine area: 
Belle Plaine 
Cedar Rapids 
Keystone 

nat erloo area: 
Waterloo 
Vinton 
Man Order 

La Porte- Waterloo o..ren: 
Lo. Porte City 
Wat erloo 

Independence area: 
Independence 
Vinton 

Buchanan County 
Waterloo c.r ea : 

Hnterloo 
Indep0nclenc0 

.. u 

100% 

87% 
5 
5 
5 

77% 
17 

5 
3 

50% 
37 
13 

58% 
58 
24 

81% 
15 

6 

78% 
11 
11 

65% 
57 

87% 
15 

85% 
15 

Oelwein area: 
Oelwein 

Wo.terloo-Oolwein area: 
Waterloo 
Oelwein 
Independence 

Independence nren: 
Independence 

100% 

57% 
56 

7 

87% 
voctnr ~JJ.picts ~u 
Waterloo 3 

Independence-Strawberry roint-
Oolwoin nrcu: 

Independence 56% 
Strmvborry Point 28 
Oel wein 56 

Indepondcnce-Wo.terloo o.rea: 
Inrtependcncc 60% 
W:..torloo 40 

Cedar Rnpid.s nreo.: 
Ccdo.r Ro.pids 85% 
Independence 15 

Manchostor ureo.: 
Mnnchester 
\Vntcrloo 

Delo.war e County 
Manchester area: 

Manchostor 
Dubuque 
Cedar Ra.pids 
Enrlville 
'.lntorlcio 
Oelwein 
Mail Order 

R.ynn-Mnnchostcr-Cedar Rapids 
Ryun 
Manchester 
Cedar Rapids 
Mail Order 

Hopkinton-Manchester area : 
H'"'Jr,kinton 
Manchester 
Cedar Rapids 
Mail Order 

Dyersville area: 

75% 
25 

74% 
7 
5 
2 
2 
2 
8 

nreo.: 
23% 
39 
23 
15 

SO% 
50 
10 
10 

Dyersville 100% 
Dyersville-Dubuque ar0a: 

Dyersville 
Dubuque 

50% 
50 
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TABLE IV 

DIVISION OF OPFN com~TRY TRADE IN MENS I SUITS 

AMONG MAJOR CENTERS 

(Analysis of Chart 7) 

Linn County 

Cedar R~pids ureu: 
Cedr..:r Rapids 
Mnrion 

Buchanan Coun~ 
Waterloo area: 

Waterloo 89% 
Independence 11 

Oelwein nrea: Mnil Order 
,mnmosn nreo.: Oelwein 100% 

--:lmo.mo-s:n------------=i--Ao% Wnterloo-Oelwoin Indepondonce o.rcn: _ 

98% 
1 
1 

Monticello o.ren: 
Monticello 
Cedar Rapids 
Anamosa 

Benton County 
Vinton nron: 

Vinton 
Independence 
Cednr Rapids 

Vinton-Cedo.r Rapids a.ron: 

40% 
40 
20 

96% 
2 
2 

Vinton 42% 
Cedar Rapids 42 
Mail Order 8 
Bl.'.:,irstovm Lt 
Bello PJ.aine 4 

Cedar Rapids nren: 
Ccdc.r Rapids 100% 

Belle Plo.ino nren: 
Belle Pln:i.nc 87% 
Ccdnr Rapids lB 

Bello Plo.ine-Cednr Rnpids area.: 
Belle Plaine 62% 
Coder Rapids 58 

Lo. Porte-V'lo.torloo a.ren: 
La Porte City 45% 
Waterloo 55 

Independence area: 
Independence 100% 

Waterloo 20% 
1 

Oelwein 57 
Independence 45 

Independence arons: 
Indepcmdnncc) 87% 
Man chest.or 4 
Odwcin 9 

C0dcr Rapids aroa: 
Cedo.r Rapids 
Independence 

D ___ c'--J..;...a.;...w_r-t.;e,_r __ o _C_o_un tv 
. Manchester area: 

i'Jlnnchestor 
lrJorsville 
Ma.son ville 
Monticello 
Cedar Rapids 
Rynn 
Metil Ordor 
Dubuque 

Dyersville area: 
Dyersville 
Dubuque 

Dyarsvillo-Dubuque aren: 
D--Jersville 
Dubuque 
Colesburg 

Monticello nroa.: 
Monticello 

Rynn aroo.: 
Ryan 
Manchester 

Ced~r Rapids nrca: 
Ced~r Rapids 
Manchester 

85% 
15 

90% 
2 
1 
1 
1 
l 
2 
2 

84% 
16 

42% 
50 

8 

100% 

83% 
17 

71% 
29 
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t o not8 t lla.t a number of smoJ.l centers bave ostnblishcd relativ0ly l a rge 

ara:.w f or this type of goods. The sizP- of such arens oft8n reflects un-­

usud 8-bili ty on the part of loccl deaJ.erG. 

Changes in Trading Centers, 1920-1935 

To discover what changes have occurred in the choice of shopping 

centers since t1w advent of the automobile and :improved roads, fa.rm 

• esidents ,:er-e-a-skea--te---¾nai--eato at w~t-s-t~-e-s-arae-gee-€16-\-lferc - 1 

• 

----purchased in 1920. Information thus obtained is nut entirely adequate 

b ecause of the large number of persons cnumarated who were not living on 

the same fv,rm fifteen years ago. Of 692 fo..milies enumerated only- 272 were 

living on tho same farms as j_r._ 1920, and in one county, Benton, only 17} 

per c0nt of the enumerations were fror;1 far:1ili.0G r nsiding in the same place 

in 1920. Such returns 1mre well scattered, however, and although the 

sample is not l arge, the indicated trEmds are felt to be significunt. 

Service Areas 

Changes in primary service arc~as as reflected in retail erocery terri­

tories surveyed v:ould seem t o indicQ.tC a considernble shift from t.he smaller 

t o the larger towns. Trading _points showing the grea t est gi:~ins in number 

of groc'3rf customers s :L.'1ce 1920 are Independence, Manchester, and Cedar 

Rapids. 'I'he losses a re rather v;idely distributed o...1nong a l arge number of 

smaller places. A detailed statement of these changes is presented in 

Table V. 

Sho~ Areas 

Data concerning changes in the choice of a shopping center for women's 
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CHANGES IN TRADING CENTER FOR GROCERIES, 1920 - 1935 

Benton County - 26 enumerations, 1 chmige 

Belle Plaine 
Elberon 

Go.ins 

1 

Buchanan County - 85 enumerations, 12 changes 
Gains 

Independence 
Oelwein 
Jesup_' 
Quasqueton 
Winthrop 
Littleton 
Shady Grove 
Brandon 
Otterville 
Hazelton 
Aurora 

Dela.ware County - 93 enumerations, 18 changes 

Manchester 
Dyersville 
Earlville 
Masonville 
Ryan 
Dundee 
Petersburg 
Greeley 
Oneida 
Hopkinton 
Edgewood 

Linn County - 68 ··mu~norntions, s· ch:mges 

Cedar Rapids 
Marion 
Springville 
Swisher 
Fairfax 
Martelle 
Central City 

10 
1 
1 

~ 
17 

1 

Gains 
4 
1 

Losses 

1 

Losses 

3 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Lo~ 

6 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Losses 

1 
1 
1 
l 
1 
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clothing since 1920 are pr0sent8d in Table VI. These figures are subject 

to the same qualifications as those offered concerning retail grocery 

torritori<JS. Subject to these qualifications, it clearly appears th::i.t the 

large centers have increased their shopping areas since 1920 at the expense 

of both tho lesser cities and the smaller towns. The greatest number of 

gains in customers for women's clothing were recorded by Cedar Rapids Et.nd 

Wat0rloo. A significruit decline in mail order pu:rchases w::i.s recorded and 

ther0 was also a considerable shrinkage in the shopping-goods territories 

of practically JJ.11 other towns in the area. The towns of Vinton :md Oelwein, 

however, recorded substantial increases in sl,opping-goods areas. 

Factors in the Determination of Trading Aroas 

Choice of~ Trading Center 

When asked the name of his principal trading tOim, the fnrm resident 

e.J.most invariably indicates the one most frGquently visited - the local 

community center. Reasons given for favoring a particular center are tabu­

lated in Table VII. In these counties nearness is the dominant factor, but 

considerable weight is also given to better stocks of goods, lower prices, 

and better roads. 

Market Areas for Farm Produce 

The effect of farm m.nrketings upon thi3 choice of trading centers 

apparently is not e;rent. Market areas for the four principal items of farm 

produce nre shown in Charts 10-13. Answers were .obtained from. the . same 

persous as in the trading are~ surveys described in previous sections. 

Practically all returns we:r:e complete. It is apparent that frequently 
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TABLE VI 

CHANGES IN SHOPPING CENTER FOR WOMEN'S CLOTHING, 1920 - 1955 

Benton County - 26 enumerations, 14 changes 

Vinton 
Cedar Rapids 
Waterloo 
Keystone 
Belle Plaine 
BlairJtown 
Mail Order 

Gains 
6 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Losses 

12 
~---------------ba-Pe-P-te-G-i-t--¥------------------:J~.------, 

Van ·Horne 1 

Buchanan County - 85 enumerations, 24 changes 
Gains Losses 

Waterloo 12 
Oelwein 7 
Cedar Rapids 3 
Manchester 2 . Independence 21 
Vinton 1 
Jesup · 1 
Lamont 1 

Delaware County - 93 enumerations, 15 chQnges 
Gains Losses 

Dubuque 6 
Cedar Rapids 5 
Waterloo 2 
Centralia, Illinois 1 
Mail Order 1 
ManchBster 7 
Dyersville 4 
Earlville 5 
Ryan 1 

Linn County - 68 enumerations, 6 changes 
Gains Losses 

Cedar Rapids 6 
Marion 2 
Mt. Vernon 1 
Central City 1 
Mail Order 1 
Monticello 1 
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Tli.BLE VII 
REASOns FOR CHOICi OF TRADING CENTffi 

(in percentag3 of total) 

Benton Buchanan Delaware 
Cnunty County County 

l! 0arn t;SS 62% 6G% 61% 

Credit 0 5 i:: 

Bett0r stocks of p ods 3~' 1.7 13 

Better road~ ;) 5 2 

Lovmr prices 'Z 9 15 v 

O;;h er 0 0 7 

Linn 
ounty 

'511, 

2 

21 

,., 
;:., 

6 

2 

Four Counties 
Ccmbined 

65% 

1 

20 

3 

e 

3 

I 
Q") 

?' 
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marketed produce, such as poultry products and creo.m, are commonly taken 

too. near-by center and that tho market areas for these items are similar 

to the trading areas for groceries and other convenience goods. The same 

statement applies to grain, whoso bulk discourages long hauls to market. 

Livontock is usually mark0ted over much greater distances mid there is 

little correlation between these areas and tho trade territories for any 

typ8S of consumer goods. A major portion of tho livestock from these 

counties is marketed in the two local meat-packing centers, Cedar Rapids 

ruid Waterloo. 

Banking Habits 

A widespread genercl interest in recent banking trends and a re-­

cognition of the importance of banking in tha trend of community develop­

ment led the Committee to include in its questionnaires a number of questions 

desi6,ned to reveal recent changes in b~;-.nking habits. The answers to these 

questions are summarized and tabulated in Table VIII. 

The period, 1929-1935, brought a considerable decline in the number 

of persons carrying bank accounts in these counties. This decline was 

greater in the towns und villages than in the open country.· In 1929 G.p­

r>roximn. tely three of every four persons in both town and countz:y· carried 

bo.nk a ccounts. By 1935 this figure had declined to one person in two in 

the open country and one of three in the towns and villages. When asked 

why his bank account was discontinued, tho typical person replied, "Don I t 

need one. 11 Closed banks also accounted for many of the chruiges. 

Changes of banking tm•m have been relatively common in this 3-rea 

since 1929. In most cases such action was necessitated by the closing of 
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TABLE VIII 

CHANGES IN BANKING, 1929 - 1955 

Benton, Buchanan, Delaware, and Linn Counties 

Percentage of persons enumerated currying bank accounts 

Open country 

Towns and villaees 

Reasons for discontinuance of bank account 

Don't need it 

Closed banks ' 

No local bank 

Service and other charges 

Reasons for chonge in banking town 

Bank closed 

Bank absorbed 

Service charges 

Personal relations 

Difficult to borrow 

Change of residence 

Size of sample 

Number banking, 1929 

Number banking, 19311 

!lumber discontinuing 

Change in banking town 

1929 

78.0% 

74.5 

Open 
Country 

47.0% 

26.5 

17.8 

8.7 

Open 
Countr;y 

67.0% 

2.2 

1.1 

29.7 

Open 
Counta 

558 

553 

185 

90 

1955 

51.0% 

56.0 

Towns and 
Villages 

68.0% 

15.2 

8.4 

10.4 

Towns and 
Villages 

54.7% 

1.5 

3.5· 

40.5 

Towns nnd 
Villages 

575 

276 

297 

8•1 
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local b:mks. It is interesting to observe tho sizes of toV1ms which re­

ccivecl these accounts. Data for chong0s in banking town, classified ac­

cording t o the size~ of to·,ms in which the banks are located, are sununarized 

in Table IX. Although the number of' enumerations reporting a complete re­

cord of these changes is relatively srnDll, the trend exhibited is striking. 

It is apparent that the importance as banking centers of towns with popu­

lutions of less than 500 has declined sharply since 192.9 end that the 

I general tendt:..'I1cy-mrs-been to t~ank a ccounts from these town.s to 

those having populations of 1,000 or larger. Towns in tho intermediate 

group (500-999 population) have retained approximately their former im­

portance as banking centers. Thore were also significant gains by the 

banks of the tvm cities with populations over 5,000. Those shifts agree 

• 

• 

with recent changes in trading habits which m~re described in a previous 

section • 

Mail Order Purchases 

Al thoug.ti it appears that purchases fr0m mail order hous0s may not 

have been reported fully, returns from f arm areas indicate a considerable 

.1:1all order business in certain sections of this area and for certa in types 

of goods. Of' the items included in the survey, those most .commonly pur­

chased by 1:v1il order are wom0n I s clothing, shoos and men I s suits. Mail 

order purchases accounted for approximately 4 per cent of the total in 

these lines. As indicated in Chart 14, geographic concentration of these 

purchases was rc.ther r.1ark0d. Areas reporting the greatest frequency of 

mail order purchases of women's apparel arc shaded on this map, and these 

areas account for practically the entire volume of mail order purchases 
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TABLE IX 

PERSONS REPORTING CHANGES IN BANKING TOWN, 1929-1955 

(Classified According to Population of Tovm) 

Open country residents - 219 enumerations, 67 changes 

Population Group No. of Towns No. of Gains No. of Losses 

100- 499 55 10 41 

500- 999 13 11 12 

1000-4999 8 56 4 

50()J ond over 2 10 0 

Town and village residents - 196 enumerations, 45 changes 

Population Group No. of Towns No, of Gains No. of Losses 

100- 499 55 5 

500- 999 15 2 

1000-4999 8 26 

5000 and over 2 12 

NOTE: Totals given in this table do not agree exactly with 
those in Table VIII. This t nble includes only those 
cases in v,hich there vms a change in banking tovm 
vii thout a. change in residence . Table VIII shows all 
changes in banking tovm . 

57 

5 

2 

1 
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TABLE X .. 
PERCEN'rAGE OF OUT-OF-TOWN TRADING 

(Benton, Buchanan, Deluware, Linn) 

Towns Ranked According to Populations 

(I) 
r, r-i 
•rl Q.) 
(I) H (I) 

i::: C'(j Q.) 
(l) 0. 0 (I) 

+' ~--... ..c1 +' ~ (I) "d (I) p ~ U) ·g Q.) 
(!) § ~ 0 b.O H 

•d .:: CD ro tt;) ~ A ;j. 
H •r-1 (l) .,...; +' (l) (I) 0 ..s::! A i::: (I) (/)~ •rl 

Population 0 bJJ .rf 0 (l) (l) - - +' ~ 0 ;::l "d +' s s g ,:::: 0 
1950 Town ~i H ll) •rl 0 0 C) rl 

0 t=l:;;;J ~ ~ ~ ~ ~D ~ 

101 bneida 60 0 100 100 100 100 100 100 
102 · Bertram 50 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
158 Stanley 20 80 40 100 100 100 100 100 
149 Luzerne 0 100 100 100 100 100 85 100 
165 Prairieburg 0 42 72 100 100 100 14 100 

" 165 De}aware 17 . 17 17 87 80 67 75 60 
172 Ely 0 45 57 100 100 100 5'7 100 
190 Dundee 0 0 0 100 72 50 40 100 
190 Robins 40 75 100 100 100 100 100 80 
196 Mt . Auburn 

199 Alburnett 0 55 89 100 100 100 67 100 
205 Palo 0 12 57 85 80 88 57 86 
205 Rowley 0 15 50 l JO 100 100 75 100 
207 Masonville 12 101 67 100 86 l OD 45 10~? 
281 Aurora Cl 0 22 8(' ,) 80 H9 67 89 

508 B-randon 5•'.) 0 38 78 Y l ) lJJ 75 lf_;;) 

514 Atkins '.) () 78 l 'n 9t1 89 64 9,1 
536 · Newhall () ~ 17 l '\1 94 1'~1 75 11') 
34') Colesburg 7 2') 9 92 67 9 :J 31 67 
342 Quasqueton 8 8 25 92 83 F 11 7'3 1 'JI) 

345 Greeley '.) 8 ") l Yl 85 l '"' ') 8 86 
354 Urbana 1 15 46 1·n 1 -··1 1··n 75 r·1 
569 .Rynn -) "i ') 64 59 7') 15 62 
599 Delhi ·1 ") 0 85 , 83 92 68 ,:15 
432 Garrison "J 6 39 89 89 1~1 5') 94 

448 Norway 0 17 32 95 89 95 40 94 
456 Walker 0 0 18 73 63 83 12 100 
488 Blairstown 0 0 80 92 88 100 50 80 

• 496 Winthrop 6 11 17 100 94: 100 47 100 
499 Hazleton 28 17 35 100 94 100 35 100 
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TABLE X (continued) 

PERCENTAGE OF OUT-OF-TOWN TRADING 

r/) 

r-1 r-1 
•rl (:) 
(f) ~ (11 

g 'Ii Cl) 
P.. 0 U). 

+' 0.. ..c: +' ~ r/) '"d r/) ::::, <l1 'J) ·a (]) 
0) i:: (l,) 0 fl!) H 

,,..j '1l s:: i:: r/) r/) CJ) ~ i:: E H •rl (l) •rl 
0 r/) CJ ..c: i:: ~ U). Ul..C: •rl 
Q t\O •rl Q Cl) (l) - +' i:: 

Population 0 gas +' s s i:: i::o H 
H •rl 0 0 C!) ru r-1 ;:l 

1930 Town Cl ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ::s ~o r:r., 

. 
499 Keystone 0 0 15 92 89 100 56 100 
505 Coggon 0 9 64 100 82 82 55 100 
521 Lamont ? 7 7 100 93 100 77 86 
527 Van Horne 0 10 25 30 80 95 31 80 
546 Shellsburg 

598 Springville 6 IJA, 44 94 83 89 56 65 
615 E11rlville 10 6 6 65 41 47 31 20 
629 Fnirbnnk 0 0 6 100 89 100 60 94 • 736 2i1 14 100 95 68 95 Jesup ,5 95 
758 Hopkinton 0 0 0 42 50 t12 32 5 

~ 

?80 Central City 0 0 0 92 67 85 8 100 
?95 Lisbon 4 0 5 85 76 70 29 25 
812 Center Point 0 5 32 08 5,.1 08 62 73 

1,441 Mt. Vernon 0 0 14 85 83 28 2,1 66 
5,259 Belle Plaine 0 0 0 22 22 4 0 24 

'3,372 Vinton 0 0 0 33 20 12 0 18 
'3,413 Men chester 8 4 4 115 29 27 25 24 
5,691 Independence 0 0 0 43 26 20 9 11 
4,348 Marion 0 3 3 63 65 45 ,12 35 
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reported from the area. Purchases by m~il are most common in those 

sections farthest removed from major shopping centers. 

The Town and Village Market 

Enumeration of trading hnbits included residents of towns and vil­

lo.gea with po:;_)ulr1tions of 5,000 or less. The city of Cedar Rapids w::i.s 

thus the only urban center not surveyed in this area. Thu sample was 

a1.str1outea on a population ·basis and includes returns frorrrfil:3 fami.t:teo. 

Eight types of goods wore included, tho list being identical with that 

used in the open country, except that 11 furniturc 11 was substituted for 

11 farrn machinary 11 and "work clothing" for 11 ov0ralls. 11 

Returns were first classified according to the percentages of out­

of-town trading for each typo of goods. Tho data were then mapped, using 

pie diacsr3Jns with areas proportionate to the population of each town, to 

show tho distribution of out-of-town and home trading. Mo.ps for two re-­

presentative commodities, women's clothing and men 1 s suits, are reproduced 

in Charts 15 and 16 • 

Analysis of these returns indicates that (l) The tovm ond villa.go 

mark.et for groceries 311d druf.§_ is essentially o. home market. Only oc­

ca sional reports of out-of-town purchases of these commodities wer6 re­

ceived ood most of these carae from the sr.1,'.1llost villages in the area.. ( 2) 

Kitchen utcmiils are more apt to bo purchased in out-of- tovm storos, 

especially by residents of the smaller towns. (5) Among tho shopping goods, 

women's shoes follow 2. pattern similar to that for women 1 s coats and dresses 

( see Chart 15), except, that there is .'.1. slightly larger pcJrccntage of home 

trading in the medium-sized towns with populations of one thousand to five 
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thousand. ( 4) Furniture purchases follo;-, a pattern similar to that .for 

vmmcm I s ci.pparel. In towns of loos than one thousand population, practi­

ce.11.y all furniture is purchased from out-of-town stores. (5) Men 1 s work 

clothing is more frequently purchased at home than men's suits (see Chart 

16). In medium-sized tovms, practically ull work clothing is bought in 

local stores. 

For all t ypes of goods the percentage of a town I s trading which goGs 

to outside centers tends to vars; inversely vv.ith the size of town mid dis­

tuncu from a larger center. Comparative data, showing the percentage of 

out-of-tovm purchasus for the towns and villa.gos of this area, ar0 given 

in 'rables X, XI and XII. In Table X, the tmms are ranked according to 

their populations. In Tables XI o.nd XII, the ranking is ~ccording to high­

way distances from Cedar Rapids and Waterloo respectively. 

These data. were also classifiod n.ccording to the occupations of persons 

onswering the questionnaires . Those occupations wero then o.rranged into 

eight groups, :md the percentage of out-of-town trading ,,as calculated for 

aach group. Results of tho ~ie c ::imputations e.re given in Table XIII. 

From these table s it i ::; evident tha t tho r,1ost comraon out-of-town 

purchases are m.-:m I s and women I s clothing ruid shoes, mid that purchases of 

furni tur.:-: and work clothing in othor towns are less common. The higher 

income · groups generally report a larger percentage of outside purchases 

tho.n do the lower income group},, but 't.L'le differences in trading habits BP.long 

various income classes are perhaps smaller than might be n.nticiputed. The 

number of interviews obtained from some of these groups in certa.in counties 

is obviously too snwJ.l to make returns for part,icular groups signiflcant 

for tha t county. Variations arising among the f our counties are surprisingly 
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4 
7 

10 
10 
10 

f 
12 
12 

• 15 
17 
18 

18 
19 
19 
19 
21 

25 
25 
25 
26 . 
26 

28 
28 
31 
53 
33 

34 
34 
38 
40 

41 
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TABLE XI 

PERCENTAGE OF OUT-OF-TOWN TRADING 

(Benton, Buchanan, Delo.ware, Linn) 

Towns ,Rnnkod According to Distance from Cedar Rapids 

Cl) 

r--l r--l 
,,-1 C) 
Cl) H Cl) 

s:: co Q) 
Q) p. 0 Cl) 
.p 0... .£l .p 

Cl) 'D Cl) ;::> <x: Cf) •r-i 
C) ' § g ~ 

•r-i s:: Cl) Cl) (/) 
r I e:l .. .. 

Q) l'll 0 -fl s:: s:: l'll 
0 bO·r-1 Q) C) 
0 ;j "d .µ s s s:: 

Tovm H H c., ·r-i 0 0 Q) 
d P::E ~ ~ :;.:: ~ 

Robin 4 1) 75 ]_()Q 100 100 l'.J0 
Marion 0 3 3 5-z ,_, 63 45 
Palo 0 12 57 83 8'.) 88 
Ely 0 45 57 100 100 1')0 
Bertro.m 50 100 100 100 100 100 

Alburnett 0 55 89 100 1.00 100 
Atkins 0 0 78 100 94 89 
Springville 6 44 44 \34 83 89 
Mt. Vernon 0 0 14 85 83 28 
Lisbon 4 0 5 85 76 70 

Newhall 0 0 17 100 9,1 100 
Norway 0 17 32 95 89 95 
Shellsburg 
Center Point 0 5 32 88 54 88 
Central City 0 0 0 92 67 83 

Walker 0 0 18 73 63 83 
Urbana 0 15 46 100 100 100 
Van Horne 0 10 25 80 80 95 
Coggon 0 9 64 100 82 82 
Blairstovm 0 0 80 92 89 100 

Prairieburg 0 42 72 100 100 100 
Luzerne 0 100 100 100 100 100 
Keystone 0 0 15 92 89 100 
Vinton 0 0 0 53 20 12 
Ryan 0 0 0 64 59 70 

Belle Plaine 0 0 0 22 22 4 
Quasqueton 8 8 25 92 83 100 
Rowley 0 15 50 100 100 100 
Winthrop 6 11 17 100 94 100 
Mt. Auburn 

~ Q) 
o bO H 
~-~ ~ 

4' 
(l)_'.q •r-1 

- .p e s:: 0 
C),-1 z ~o 

100 80 
42 35 
57 86 
57 100 

100 100 

67 100 
64 94 
56 65 
24 66 
29 25 

75 100 
40 94 

62 73 
8 100 

12 50 
75 100 
51 80 
55 100 
50 80 

14 100 
83 100 
56 100 

0 18 
15 62 

0 24 
7'3 100 
75 100 

47 100 
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Miles Tovm 

42 Manchester 
45 Garrison 
43 Independence 
44 Brandon 
45 Hopkinton 

46 Masonville 

I 48 Delaware 
52 Dundee 
52 Ec.rlville 

• 52 Oneida 

52 Jesup 
54 Hazleton 
55 Delhi ~ 

55 Greeley 
60 Aurora 

60 Stanley 
63 Fairbank 
64 Lamont 
72 Colesburg 
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T~3LE XI (continued) 

PERCENTAGE OF OUT-OF-TOWN TRADING 

Ul 
r-l r-l 
•r-i (!) 
Cl) H s:: ro 
c; 0. 
+> 0. 

Cl) •d ul :::, -.:x: 
0 § 2 •r-i § Cl) 

H •rl 
(l) Ul C) .c: s:: 
C) bO •rl C) C) 
0 ::s 'O +> E! 
H H m_ •rl-

d 0~ ::,.::: ;:.:: 

8 4 4 45 
0 6 39 89 
0 0 0 45 

30 0 30 '10 
0 0 0 '12 

12 100 67 100 
17 17 17 87 

0 0 0 100 
10 6 6 65 
60 0 100 100 

5 24 14 100 
28 17 53 100 
0 0 0 85 
0 8 0 100 
0 0 22 80 

20 80 40 100 
0 0 6 100 
7 '7 7 100 
7 20 9 92 

Cl) 
(!) 
0 Cl) 

..i:: +> ~ Cl) •rl (l) 

::s O t.O s Cl) Cl) $;::: s:: 
•ri +> 

s:: Cl) Ol ,C: •ri 
Q) - +> ~ s s:: s:: 0 

_ _o_ (ll _ JU....d_ & ~ ~ ~o 

29 27 25 24 
89 100 50 94 
26 20 9 11 

100 100 75 100 
50 42 52 5 

86 100 45 100 
80 67 75 60 
72 50 40 100 
4:1 47 31 20 

100 100 100 100 

95 95 68 95 
94 100 55 100 
85 92 68 45 
85 lOJ 8 86 
80 89 67 89 

100 100 100 100 
89 100 60 94 
93 100 77 86 
67 90 51 67 



Miles 

15 
21 
24 
25 

• 28 

30 
32 
32 
54 
55 

35 
59 
41 
012 
42 

44 
45 
•15 
47 
47 

,18 
48 
51 
52 
55 

,. 
55 
54 
55 
55 
57 
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TABLE XII 

PERCP.NT AGE . OF OUT-OF-TOWN TRADING 

(Benton, Buchanan, Delaware, Linn) 

Towns Ranked According to Distanc~ from Waterloo 

C/l 
Q) 

s:: 
•rl l)) 
C) r-1 14 

•rl ·r! 0 
"O tr. H l)) 

C) § cj ('J 

~~ p.. 0 
+=> p., 

Ed ro ~ :::>- <t: 
0 § •rl s:: Ul Ul 
H 0 
C) u) ~ i::: i::: 
C) b.O C) ;:) (l) 
0 ~ +) I=: s 

Town H •rl 0 0 
d i::l :,.:: ~<i,.: !;':':: 

Jesup 5 24 14 100 95 
Fairbank 0 0 6 100 89 
Independence 0 0 0 45 26 
Mt. Auburn 
Brandon 50 0 50 70 100 

Garrison 0 6 59 89 89 
Rowley 0 13 50 100 100 
Winthrop 6 11 17 100 94 
Vinton 0 0 0 33 20 
Hazleton 28 17 53 100 94 

Quasqueton 8 8 25 92 85 
Masonville 12 100 67 100 86 
Stanley 20 80 40 100 100 
Walker 0 () 18 73 63 
Urbana 0 15 46 100 100 

Aurora 0 0 22 80 8() 
Lamont 7 7 7 10() 93 
Bello Plaine () 0 0 22 22 
Shellsburg 
Mnnche: stor 8 <-1 ,1 1" · u 29 

NGwholl '.") 0 17 1 00 94 
Van Horne 0 11 25 81 8 1) 

Dundee ') 0 () 1·1() 72 
Ryvn '_) J '.) 64 59 
Atkins J ··, 78 l ".)8 9,1 ·' 

Del awar e 17 17 17 87 80 
Luzerne ' ) 1 ·v : ' 1•·,·i 1·n l 'Y) 
Blo.irstown J J 8 • 92 88 
Coggon '.) 9 6 4 L n 82 
Norway :) 17 32 95 89 

b.O 
s:: 

•r! 
~ 
+=> 
0 
rl 
0 

l)) 

+=> .."'-1 ·g 6 C) 

-2 - ~ Cl) ,:,;.,,.. 

+=> 
Ul C/l •r-l s:: 
s:: i::: ~ Q) (l) 

:z ~ r:r... 

95 68 95 
100 60 94 

20 0 11 

100 75 100 

100 50 94 
100 75 100 
100 •17 100 

12 0 18 
100 35 100 

100 73 100 
100 4'Z ,) 100 
100 100 100 

83 12 50 
100 75 1()0 

89 67 89 
1()0 77 86 

~1 0 24 

27 25 24 

11() 75 1 ·1() 
95 31 80 
51 .;J/ ) 110 
70 15 62 
89 6-1 94 

67 75 6•J 
1-, -1 83 1 )C') 

11 • 51 8'.) 
82 55 11() 
95 4 ') 94 
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TABLE XII ( continued) 

PERCENTAGE OF OUT-OF-TOWN TRADING 

{I) tlO 
0) ~ 
s:: •rl 

•rl {I) ..c:: 
C) r-1 r-1 +' 

•r-i •r-i Q.) 0 
'U {I) H {I) r-1 
Q.) i:::: "1 Q.) u 
~ a> 0.. 0 tl'.l 

+' 0.. ..c:: +' .!>:: 
{I) 'U :::., < (/) •r-i H Q.) 
Q.) § ;:j 0 H 

•rl i:::: {I) {I) (/) ~ .s H Q.) 
Q.) {I) -8 i:::: i:::: tl'.l {I) •M 
C) tlO Q) Q) i:::: 
0 ;:j +' I=: I=: s:: ~-- -& iles Town ls- t:- ·rci g.--- ~ (!) 

:,..:: :a 

57 Earlville 10 6 6 65 41 47 51 20 
57 Oneida 60 0 100 100 100 100 100 100 
57 Pa.lo 0 12 57 85 80 88 57 86 
58 Delhi 0 0 0 85 85 92 68 45 
60 Keystone 0 0 15 92 89 100 56 100 

60 Greeley 0 8 0 100 85 100 8 86 

' 65 Robins 40 75 100 100 100 100 100 80 

64 Prairieburg 0 42 72 100 100 100 14 100 
67 Hopkinton 0 0 0 42 50 42 52 5 

... 67 Center Point 0 5 52 88 54 88 62 75 

7'3 Colesburg 7 20 9 92 67 90 51 67 
74 Marion 0 3 3 63 63 45 42 55 
76 Alburnett 0 55 89 100 100 100 67 100 
77 Ely 0 45 57 100 100 100 57 100 
78 Central City 0 0 0 92 67 85 8 100 

82 · Springville 6 44 44 94 85 89 56 65 
84 Mt. Vernon 0 0 14 85 85 28 24 66 
85 Lisbon 4 0 5 85 76 70 29 25 

96 Bcrtr.::tm 50 l~O 100 100 100 100 100 100 



-lCe--
TABLE XIII 

~ 

PERCENTAGE OF OUT-OF-TOViN TRltDING BY OCCUPATIONAL GROUPS 

Benton C:)unty 

I fJl '2 fJl 
fJl +' H 
Q) s:: .. s:: t/.'. fJl G.l '"d 

C'+-t G.l fJl 0 c; .. ~ H s:: (j) 

0 ;Z,.a "tJ Cl) •r-i :> 0 0 (l) :>. 
C) (l) '"O (/) ·[;";j "d ~ s 0 

(/) (I) co •r-i :>. OJ rn •· -~ fl'} r-l 
H S::•r-l ~ 0 H (I) C} EZ 1-.'.l a, 0.. 
0 •r-lrl cj rl •r-i C'+-t rn rel ~ 
F.; co ..0 rj 0.. +' C ;:j '°CJ ff cj (!) 

Item ii: ::s CiJ • J ~ ('_l H 0 s:: H s:: 
0 ,.o+:> CJ) . 0::: µ. :::r: Q i::1 E-1 J::, 

(No. interviewed) ( 57) (76) (40) (11) ( 2) (19) (19) ( 32) 

Women's Apparel 63% 66% 88% 54% 100% 76% 84~~ 56% 
Shoes 58 63 85 54 100 76 79 53 
"3ui t 68 58 90 54: 100 68 79 50-
Work Clothing 46 47 77 54 100 47 53 37 
Furniture 63 53 82 54 100 56 74 56 

Buch™.ll County 

(No. interviewed) ( 21) ( 42) ( 36) (7) (19) ( 33) (21) ( 6) 

Women's Apparel 82% '76% 8551'; 100% 91% 93% 71% 50% 
Shoes· 75 62 81 8G 95 85 62 50 • Suit 67 64 85 86 88 67 50 90 
Work Clothing 45 48 50 57 70 52 36 33 
Furniture 67 62 85 86 85 85 52 50 

Linn County 

(No. interviewed) (15) ( 55) ( 39) (14) ( 28) (37) ( 50) (1) 

Women's Apparel 87% 71% 84% 100% 89% 84% 90% 0 
Shoos 74 69 74 86 64 7'3 80 0 
Suit 67 58 74 57 86 82 77 0 
Wo rk Clothing 7 27 51 57 64 30 37 0 
Furniture 87 55 79 78 79 87 90 0 

Delawar e County 

(No. interviewed) ("25) ( 49) (15) (7) (16) ( 20) ( 24) (7) 

Women's Apparel 58% 61% 62~& 86% 44% 33% 32% 57% 
Shoes 46 55 69 57 56 28 30 43 
Suit 39 65 54 57 57 44 48 33 
Work Clothing 12 30 29 40 43 35 25 17 
Furniture 19 42 42 . 20 19 19 24 33 

,, Four Counties Combined 

(No. interviewed) (118) ( 222) (120) ( 39) ( 65) (109) (94) (46) 
Women's Apparel 67% 68% 83% 85% 78% 89% 72% 57% 
Shoes 59 63 78 78 34 54 65 53 
Suit 72 60 56 56 27 74 61 49 
Work Clothing 33 41 53 53 62 41 34 36 
Furniture 59 51 65 65 48 71 64 53 
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small. More out-of-town tra\:ling is done by town and village residents of 
' 

Linn and Buchanan counties than of · Delaware and Benton counties. These . 
I, • t . 

differences are not large~ however, o.nd probably are explained by the 
1 .. •. 

easier access to the citi es qf Ced~r ~apids and \'~aterloo from the first 

two counties. 
' 

·rhe ·r~ade of Qedar Rapids and f;n-::,e rloo 

in Tov;ns and ViJ.J.ages of' t he A!'ea 

The render will have anticipated that a rr.a;i or portion of the to"Wn 

and village trade of this a rea whieh goes to ou.tside centers is assignable 

to the cities of' Cedar Ra1):.c.s and \'Jc.terloo . These cities, in fact, domin­

ate the out-of-toi'm trade of most of the torm 2.nrl village residents of the 

area. An analysis of this traue for the eight types of goods included in 

this survey is contained in Tables XIV, XV, ancl XVI. In ·rable XIV the 

towns nnd villages are ranked according to their populations and the per­

centage of trade going to each of these major shopping centers is indicated. 

In general, these cities receive a larger percentage of the trade of the 

small tovms than of the large ones. 

To determine the effect of distance upon the percentage of traae 

going to each of these ci t.ies, t.hese same d.a ta v,ere rearranged in Tables XV 

and XVI with tows ranked accorcl:Lng to highVlay distances from each of these 

two centers. .F'rom Table XV it may be observed that Cedar Rapids attracts 

customers for ap1)arel f:rom prc1ctically all tovms v:i thin n raclius of ,15 miles 

and that it obt'.lins a Gon ~1ide.ra.ble £':faction of the trade in these types of 

goo ~l s :'::.~cm certain tovmr, as far ells tan t a.s 55 miles. Areas served for con­

ver: -L8nce goods such as grocerie::i a r e·, of .course, much smaller. 
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TABLE XIV 

PERCENTAGE OF PURC~ASES MADE IN CEDAR RAPIDS AND wlTERLoo 

Tmms Arranged According to Population 

Drugs Men'::; 
Gro- and Kitchen Women's Women's Men's \fork Furn-

Population C:;:ti-:; S Hedicinos Utensils Apparel Shoes Suits Clot~1ing ture 

1930 Town CR w CR w CR w CR w CR w CR w CR w CR w 
l Gl Oneida 0 0 0 -) 0 () '.) '.) 0 '.) '.) 0 0 :) 0 0 

102 Bertrmn 50 0 l ''); ') l ')J Q 11) 0 100 J 100 ') l '"\'.) r; l "11 ') I 

138 Stanley ') ) -) r, n J '.) 2J 1 '.) 0 Q '.) 0 C) 40 ·-' 
149 Luzerne ') ) ') '} ') '.} 33 '} 33 ") 29 n 17 ') 43 CJ 

165 Prairieburg 0 0 43 0 71 0 100 0 100 0 100 0 1,1 0 100 0 

165 Delawr.::.re 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

172 Ely 0 0 29 0 57 0 100 0 100 0 100 0 57 0 100 0 I 
f-' 

190 Dundee 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 f-' 
p 

190 Robins 40 0 75 0 100 0 100 0 80 0 100 0 100 0 80 0 
I 

196 Mt. Auburn 

199 Alburnett 0 0 56 0 89 0 100 0 100 0 100 0 67 0 78 0 

205 Palo 0 0 12 0 57 0 83 0 80 0 87 0 57 0 76 o· 
205 Rowl ey 0 0 0 0 37 0 75 0 50 0 62 0 12 0 37 25 
207 Masonville 0 0 0 0 0 34 0 17 0 14 0 40 0 0 " 0 \.) 

281 Aurora 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 C) 0 0 r, 0 V 

30.8 Brandon 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 70 10 60 22 78 0 r) 0 55 
314 Atkins 0 0 0 0 17 ,, 03 " 71 0 56 0 55 I) 89 0 

336 Newhall 0 0 0 '.) 11 62 0 63 0 89 0 56 0 89 0 
340 Colesburg 0 0 0 0 ,'.) 0 8 0 ') 0 10 () 0 0 Q 0 
342 Quasqueton 0 0 0 0 0 0 33 8 42 8 46 9 36 9 18 18 

343 Greeley 0 () 0 '"\ J 0 25 0 15 0 18 '.} () ') 14 0 
354 Urbana J 1 0 -) '.) 8 Q 15 1 15 '.) 17 '1 25 :) 15 
369 Ryan 0 ') ') 0 ) ') J ') ') ') 1 '.) ') (l 'J r, . 

.J 

399 Delhi J ') 0 0 ') ·) lJ ') 1 1 17 '.") 1 '1 1 ') 

432 Gnrrison '.) 0 ') J 5 ') 11 5 17 5 17 11 17 'J 53 0 
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TABLE XIV ( cont Lnued) 

PERCENTAGE OF I-URCHASES l.1ADE IN CEDAR RAf'IDS AND WA ERLOO 

Drugs • Men's 
Gro- and Kitchen Women' s Women' s Men's Work Furn-

Population c•3ries. Medicines Utensils Apparel Shoes Suits Clothing ture 

1950 Town CR w CR n CR w CR f l CR w CR Vl CR w CR w 

448 Norway 0 J 17 rJ 57 ' 89 ') 78 J 89 0 20 0 88 I) 

456 Walker 0 0 6 0 11 f) 55 ') 46 0 55 0 11 0 18 0 

488 Blairstown Q ') J ·') 4 0 56 'J 52 0 52 0 17 0 4b 0 

496 1.Yinthrop 0 0 '.) 0 C) ') 6 41 6 16 5 55 5 0 0 0 

499 Hazleton () 'J 0 0 0 'J ') 58 CJ 17 ,. 47 ~) '.) 0 17 

499 I-:eystone J 0 ·') 0 J ') 27 r) 26 C) 26 n 11 '.) 55 0 V 

503 Coggon ') 0 9 0 64 " 82 ') 7'5 9 55 0 1')0 0 0 0 ..., 

521 Lrunont 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 27 0 14 0 0 0 0 0 14 I 

527 Van Horne 0 0 ') 0 10 ') 45 ') 45 0 45 0 78 0 50 0 I I-' 

~ 
546 Shellsburg - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . I 

598 Springville 0 0 53 0 56 J 85 0 78 0 67 0 55 Cl 44 0 

615 Earlville 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 7 0 0 0 0 0 

629 Fairbank 0 0 0 0 C) 0 0 78 () 50 0 80 0 55 0 56 

736 Jesup 0 5 0 24 J 14 J 100 0 75 0 75 0 17 0 '37 

758 Hopkinton 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 '.) () 0 5 f) J J 0 0 

78') Central City 0 0 0 0 4 0 67 0 62 0 82 0 4 () 79 0 

795 Lisbon 0 0 0 0 6 0 85 0 75 0 68 ') 75 0 5 0 

812 Center Point 0 0 5 0 28 J 74 0 50 ~ 86 () 59 a 73 0 

1,441 Mt. Vernon ·J 0 J '.) 14 Q 79 J 85 0 28 0 24 J 55 0 

3,239 Belle Plaine 0 0 () 0 1 0 15 D 15 () 4 0 () 0 15 0 

5,572 Vinton Q 0 '.1 0 ') ') 2 9 2 9 '1 9 :) ') ') 7 

5,415 Manchester J 0 <J J 0 0 9 2 7 0 6 4 2 2 0 4 

5,691 Independence '..) J 0 2 1 '.1 1 57 2 28 0 18 ') ,37 2 2 

4,548 Marion J ') 3 J 5 0 63 ·'.) 63 0 45 J 41 
,.., 34 0 ' 
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TABLE XV 

PERCENTAGE OF PURCHASES MADE IN CEDAR RAPIDS 

(Benton, Buchanan, Delnwurc, Linn) 

Towns Arranged According to Highwa~ Distance 

{/) 

r-1 r-1 
,,-1 ('J 
{/) H {/) 

i:: (U (') 

0 p,. 0 
.µ ;::i; 65 {/) 'Ci {/) t=> ~ 

Q) § g •r-1 s:: {/) {/) 

H •r-1 C) 
(I) {/) 0 ,c: s:: i::l 
c.> M •r-1 ·') C) (l) 
0 ft~ .µ s s 

Town H •r-1 0 0 
~ 0 ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Robins 40 75 100 100 80 
Marion 0 3 3 65 65 
Palo 0 12 57 85 80 
Ely 0 29 57 100 100 
Bertram 50 100 100 100 100 

Alburnett 0 56 89 100 100 
Atkins 0 0 17 85 '71 
Springville 0 33 56 83 78 
Mt. Vernon 0 0 14 79 83 
Lisbon 0 0 6 85 75 

Newhall 0 0 11 62 63 
Norway 0 17 37 89 78 
Shellsburg 
Center Point 0 5 28 74 50 
Central City 0 0 4 67 62 

Walker 0 6 11 53 46 
Urbana 0 0 0 0 0 
Van· Horne 0 0 10 45 15 
Coggon 0 9 64 82 75 
Blairstown 0 0 4 56 52 

Prnirieburg 0 43 71 100 100 
Luzerne 0 0 0 33 33 
Keystone 0 0 0 27 26 
Vinton 0 0 0 2 2 
Ryan 0 0 0 0 0 

Belle Plaine 0 0 0 15 15 
Qunsqueton 0 0 0 53 42 
Rowley 0 0 37 75 50 
Winthrop 0 0 0 6 6 
Mt. Auburn 

{/) 
.µ 

~ •r-1 (]) 

t75 o bO s ~;'! i:: 
'M .µ 

{/) C/l,.cl •r-1 
- .µ i:: 

i:: i:: 0 H 
(l) C) r-1 ~ :::E ;:EO 

100 100 80 
43 40 34 
87 57 76 

100 57 100 
100 100 100 

100 67 78 
56 55 89 
67 33 44 
28 24 55 
68 75 3 

89 56 89 
89 20 88 

86 59 73 
82 4 79 

53 11 18 
0 0 0 

45 78 50 
55 100 0 
52 17 48 

100 14 100 
29 17 43 
26 11 55 

0 0 0 
0 0 0 

4: 0 15 
46 56 18 
62 12 37 

5 5 0 






