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RETAIL TRADE AREAS IN 

CERRO GORDO, HANCOCK, WINNEBAGO, • AND WORTH 

COUN'rIES 

Area and Extent 

The four counties of this survey form an area of approximately 46 

miles by 50 miles, and lie almost midway between the east and west bor

ders of the state, the upper two of them touching the Minnesota border. 

This area has an elevation of 1,100 to 1,300 feet above sea level, and 

one spot, Pilot Knob, lays claim to being one of the high points in the 

state . The elevation of these counties in rela-ttion to the rest of Iowa 

is shown by the fact that within them rise three rivers - the Iowa, the 

Cedar, and an east branch of the Des Moines. Al though this area can 

be described as a plain, it originally contained more natural swamp land 

than any other four-county area in Iowa. At present, much of this ori

ginal swamp has been drained so that only thr£e non-tillable areas of 

any size r emain - Clear Lake in Cerro Gordo, Pilot Knob in Hancock, and 

the peat beds in southwest Worth. Thus, at the present time, between 

94 and 97% of the land in these counties is tillable. This area has one 

further physical advantage in that it has very little soil erosion. 

The land of this area is admirably adapted to agriculture, as evi

denced by the fact that over 90% of the crop land is used for the rais

ing of corn and oats. In the usual agricultural classification, Hancock 

County is included in the livestock and cash grain area, while the other 

three counties fall in the northeast dairy region. In general, it can 

be said of the entire area that it is one of mixed f arming; livestock 

and livestock products accounting for 70 to 90% of the farm cash income. 
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Dair<Jing i s i mportant to the east, cash gr c.:Ln. becomes :;-iore important to 
. 

t h0 W,')st, and livestock dm:iinates the agricul turG of the entire ur ee. . 

The one crop specialty is sugar lJeots , grown near Mason City . 

The a r ea is practically devoid of conunercial mining , exc0pt for 

cemen t natGrials, sand, grnval ~d tile clay, tho pr oduction of which is 

confin ed to Cerro Gordo County . ThesG minerals account for only 7% of' 

t he Lncome for Cerro Gordo County and 4% of the income of th0 area . 

Sources of Income 

1-.n estimate for the year s 1927-1929 shows in three of the four coun

tioa of the area t hat ugr:Lcul tyre is th ;;; principal singl;:i source of in-

come (Table I). In tho fourth county, Cerro Gordo , agricultur,3 give s way 

t o :1anu:fncturing a s t h :3 leading i ncome source . This departure is to b e 

explained by the irnporto..nce of t he many indu:.;trics of tviason City . In the 

areu as a whole , however, agri cul tur,J dominates, a ccounting for 30% o:f 

the tncome, while mu.nufacturing accounts fo r only 10% . The 1J.r,3a as a v-.rhole 

has a. per capita i ncome slightly in excess of the stat e average, tho fig

ures fo r Cerro Gordo bein g the higrrnst, and for Wo rth the lowest . 

'I'ransportation Facilities 

The area is served by railroad and highway transportation f c.cili ties . 

Mason City in particular is t he j unction of sev eral roads , the r,1ore ir.1-

portant being the :Jiilwaukeo, the Rock Isl1md, the Northwestern, aud the 

M. & St . L. In the rr:atter of inprov ed high'tmy s , the area i s even better 

served . Paved and gravell11d h i ghways north end south e..ncl ea.st <illd west 

giv0 easy a.ccess t o the leading towns. Ma s 011 Ci ty is ono of the leadi ng 

bus terr.:inals of north(:rn Iowa . 

\ 
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Counties --

Cerro Gordo 

Hancock 

Wiru1ebago 

Wor.th 

The State 

TP.BLE I * 

PRINCIPAL SOURCES OF INCOME 

(1927-1929 Average) 

Agri- Manu- Trans-
culture facturing partation Trudo Other 

14.7% 17.0% 6 .4.% 13 .J.% 48.8% 

50.6 1.2 12.3 9 .5 26.4 

44.4 1.7 8.4 9 . 0 :36.5 

48.4 2.5 12.2 8.8 28.1 

27 .5% 10.9% 8 . L1% 12. 3% 40.9% 

* From "The Income of the Counties of Io,;-;a 11 , u report by the Com
mittee on Population and Social Trends, Iowa State Planning 
Board, 1935. 

Per Capit,o. 
Inc:)me 

$785 

694 I 

'" Al 
I 

647 

57 3 

$632 



-3--

Trading Areas - The Farm M~rket 

The accompanying maps, {Charts 2 to 9 inclusive) show the trading 

areas for eight types of goods for all communities within the district . 

Thes e trading areas were derived from information obtained by the enumer

ation of 520 farm families in all parts of these four counties. Routes 

were laid out in each county and enumerators made approximately one in

terview per mile along each route. 

These eight types of com.modities separate into t wo distinct groups , 

convenience goods and shopping goods. For the convenience goods--groceries, 

lumber and cement, drugs and medicines, and overalls-there is no dominant 

trading a rea (Charts 2-5), each tovm and village serving the countryside 

lying adj.a cen t to it. As might be expected, Mason City h as a larger trad

ing area for convenience goods, although it in no sense domina tes the area . 

One i tem-•-far m machinery---falls more or less b e tween these goods 

class ifica tion . Mason City has the lar13est sales area, al though there 

a r e othe r i mportant trading a r eas , The e.mount of money involved in the 

purchase of farm machinery influences the buyer to seek the larger mar

kets, but the n eed for n earby servicing must not be overlooked as an off

setting factor in favor of the snaller nearby tovm. Th e tendency of farm 

machinery compani es to establish vmll-stocked agencies in the larger towns 

gives an advantage tha t cannot b e overlooked. 

iTuen we turn to the shopping goods--women I s clothing , women 1 s shoes , 

and men's suits--we find tha t Mason City clearly dor.iina tes this four-county 

area ( Charts ?--9) • Mason City has an urea which rea ches vres t war d half way 

acr oss the southern part of the adjoi ning county of Rnncock . The only re

s tricted sides to the 11Ia son City area a re on the south where it j oins the 

Hampton area and on the 0ast where it gives way to the Osage and Charles 
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TABLE II 

DIVISION OF OPEN COUNTRY GROCERY TRADE 

AMONG MAJOR CENTERS • 

(Analysis of Chart 2) 

~ Gordo County 
Mason City Area 
Fertile - Hanlontown Area: 

Fertile 
Hanlontown 

Clear Lake Aroa: 
Clear L::ike 
Mason City 

Ventura Area 
Klemme Arcn: 

Klemme 
Ventura 

Meservey Areo. 
Thorton Area 
Sheffield Area 
Dou ghorty AreD. 
Rockwell Area: 

Rockwell 
Mason City 

Rock Falls Area: 
Rock Falls 
Mason City 

Plymouth Area 

Hancock County 
Woden Area 
Wesley Area 
Corwith Area 
Hutchin Area 
Britt Area: 

Britt 
Duncan 

Goodell Area: 
Goodell 
M[;'.son City 

Klemme Area 
Garner Area: 

Ganier 
. Mason City 

Ventura. Area 
Forest City Are::1 
Hayfield Area 
Crystal Lake Area 
KEmawha. Area 

Winneb:.1go County 
Rake i~roa: 

Rake 
Buffalo Center 

Buffalo Center Area 
Woden Area 
Forest City Area 

100% 

5C!I, 
50 

91% 
9 

100% 

80% 
20 

100% 
100% 
100% 
100% 

85% 
15 

80% 
20 

100% 

100% 
100% 
100% 
100% 

97% 
3 

85.% 
15 

100% 

95% 
5 

100% 
100% 
100;~ 
100% 
100% 

86% 
14 

100% 
100% 
100% 

Leland Area. 
Lake Mills .Area 
Thompson Areo. 
Scarville Area 
Emmons, Minn. Area 
V i :.1j e Area 
Kioster, iVlinn. Arec. 

Worth County 
Emmons ii.rec..: 

J<}nmons, Minn. 
Lake Mills 

Albert Lea, Minn. Area : 
ii.lbert Lea , Minn. 
Northwood 

Silver Loke .i,rea~ 
Silver Lake 
Albort Lea, Minil. 
Emmons, Minn. 

L:..ke Mills Ar~3o.: 
Lake Mills 
Joice 

Joice Arca. : 
Joice 
Lako 1Jiill1::; 

Fertile Area 
Hanlontown Area 
Miltonville Area: 

Carpenter 
Mil tonvi1le 
Northwood 

Tenold Area 
Manly Area 
Mason City Area 
Plymouth Area 
Kensott Ar,3a: 

Kensett 
Northwood 
Mason City 

Grafton Aroa: 
Grafton 
M~son City 

Northwood 1~rea: 
Northwood 
Mason City 

Deer Creek .iirea 
St. imsgar - Carpenter ;;rea: 

Carpenter 
St. Ansgar 

100% 
100% 
100% 
100% 
100% 
100% 
100% 

86% 
14 

67% 
33 

34% 
33 
33 

80% 
20 

2-9% 
11 

100% 
100% 

25% 
50 
25 

1.00% 
l.001, 
100% 
100% 

78% 
11 
11 

88% 
12 

98% 
2 

J.00% 

50% 
50 
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TRADlf\JG AREAS FOR DRUGS 
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City areas. One other f a ctor of significance is the many mixed area s to . 
the 1!lest and north in each of which Ma s on City shares the shopping-goods 

trade with n earby local centers . This situa tion exi s ts for ull three of 

the shopping goods here considered. 

It must not be assumed, h owever, that n o other i mportant shopping 

center exis ts in this area , becau s e a glance at the charts (7-9) shows 

several of thorn , such as Forest City, Britt, and Northwood. 

Th e da t a for tho f erm mar ket w3re also an alyzed to determine tho de

gree of control of the o.rea of each shopping center. These figure s o.re 

presented i n Charts 2 to 4 f or three cor.modi tics , groceries, women I s 

coa t s and dresses, and men I s suits . In the case of convenience goods 

(Chart 2 for groceries) it will be noted tha t only on e t own f ailed t o 

control h al f or more of its area, and that t wo-- thirds of them controlled 

100% of their trading area s. In t h e natter of shopr,ing goods, quite the 

reverse situa tion exis ts ( Soe Tables III and IV) . For wor:ien' s coats and 

dr0s s e s , v ery few tovms have a compl ete control of thei r a r eas--in fact, 

in only abou t half the a r eas does a s iIJ:gle t ovm control half or r:io re of 

t he sale s . As will b e commented on more in detail bel ow, these t ables 

(III ond IV) show something of the importance of Mason City in this a rea . 

Changes in Shopping Cen ters, 1 920-103 5 

In th ,3 questionnaire used in the enumera tion of the 520 f a rn families, 

thos e who had been living on tho s ame farr.:i. s ince 1920 were a sked t o indi

cate fo r t he y ear 1920 the pl a ce of purchas e of tho e i ght t ypes of goods 

survey ed. It vms hoped that these da t a would sh ow wha tever significant 

change s had occurred in the choice of convenien ce- and shopping- goods 

cente r s . Table V shows thes e changes for groceries a s repr esentative 



TRAl)I NG AREAS FOi~ F/\RM MACH!r~ERY 
WINNE SAGO, WC.)RTH, Hfa,NCOCI< f.-1 

CERRO GORDO COUNTIES 

CH~.RT 6 



TRAD! ~JG /\RE/\S FOR \NOMENS CLOTl-ilNG 
\NINNEBAGO, WORTH, HANCOCK 
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CHART 7 



TABLE III 
DIVISION OF OPEN COUNTRY WOMEN ' S CLOTHING TRADE 

UvlONG MAJOR CENTERS• 

( Analysis .of Chart 7) 

Cerro Gordo County 
Clear Lake - Mr.son City Area : 

Clear Lake 
Mason City 

Mason City Lrea : 
i\lluson City 
Mail Order 
H,,mpton 
Humboldt 
Clear Lake 
De s Moines 
Rockr,ell 

Hancock Couf?:~ 
Mason City - Forest City J;rea: 

l'llnson City 
Fores t City 
Muil Order 
Britt 
C:r·y strcl Lake 
1Nesley 

Wesley Area 
Britt t~rca: 

Britt 
Mason City 

For est City Area 
Ga rner Area : 

GDrncr 
Mail Order 

Mason City i,rt)n : 
Ivlnson City 
Go.rnor 
Muil Order 
Be l rno np 

Belman - Mason City Arca : 
Bol mon t, 
Mason City 
Goodell 

Kanawha - Muson City :,r ec. : 
Kr:na,nha 
Mason City 
Me.il Order 

.Mnson City - Fort. Dodge -
Al gona J,rca : 

Mc,SOn City 
Ft. Dodge 
l,lgonu 
Kan2.wha 

44% 
56 

88% 
5 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 

40% 
20 
20 
J_Q 

5 
5 

100% 

91% 
9 

100% 

86% 
14 

80% 
10 

5 
5 

57% 
29 
14 

22% 
56 
22 

17;& 
17 

8 
17 

Me:.il Order 
Euglo Grove 
Corwith 

Winnebue;o County 
:llbcrt Lee. , Minn . - Mason City 

Iilb~rt Len , Minn. 
Mnson City 
Mail Order · 
Blue Earth, Mi nn . 

Forc nt City i,ren : 
Forest City 
Mc.son City 
Mall Order 
l..lbert Lcr~, L1inn. 
Storm Lake 
Blue Enrth , Minn. 

Lo.kc rli lls - Mason City Arcn : 
L~1 lrn Mills 
Mason Ci ty 
J.~l b crt Loo. , Minn. 

i,l bcrt L c::i , Minn. 11.r ea 
L ,:ko f:I i lls 1lroo.: 

Forest City 
L ~!-rn !Tills 

\'forth Count!.Y 
,Ubcrt L en , Ni inn. i\r cn : 

Hbort Len , b1inn. 
ii'io.i l Order 
Uo.son City 
Northwood 

L~kc Hi l ls 1~roo.. : 
Le!':c Hlil1s 
l~l[dl Order 
Mason City 

r..ic. son City !1ror : 
11/h.son City 
Mnil Order 
Au stin 
Nortlrnood 
Albert Loa , Minn. 

0Sl:go ar co 
i,ustin f, rco : 

1~ustin 
MDil Order 
1Ubcrt Lon , Miru:t. 

North-good i,roa 

25 
8 
8 

,. rr ): 
,.,. -
,_ f.., ·: 

H 
LJ: 

1 
1 

se 
l:' 

l OO<t., 

W% 
71 

6 ;)(( .-/0 

28 
5 
5 

l 
3 
~ 

1007~ 

SC';:, 
4(.; 
10 

100~:~. 



TRADING AREAS FOR· WOMEN'S SHOES 
WINNEBAGO, W<JRTH, HANCOCK & 

CERRO GORDO CC)UNTIES 

CHART 8 
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SUITS TRADING AREAS FOR MEN'S 
WINNEBAGO, WORTH. HANCOCK t1 

CERRO GORDO CC)UNTIES 

CHAHT 9 
.. l 



T.l\.BLE IV 

DIVISION OF OPEN COUNTRY TRADE IN MEN'S SUITS 

AIViONG MAJOR CENTERS • 

(Analysis of Chart 9) 

Cerro Gordo Counj;,z 
Clear Lake - Mo.son 

Clear Lake 
Mason City 

Mason City Area: 
Mason City 
Clear Lake 
Dougherty 
Rockwell 
Hampton 
Humboldt 
Mail Order 

Hancock County 

Forest City Area: 
Forest City 
Mail Order 

City Area: 
60% 
40 

91% 
2 
1 
l 
1 
l 
3 

94% 
6 

Woden - Mason City Area: 
Mason City 
Woden 
Forest City 
Britt 

Crystal Lake - Mason 
Mason City 
Crystal Lake 

29% 
36 
21 
14 

City Area: 
60% 
40 

Garner - Mason City Aroa: 
Mason City 
Garner 
Forest City 

Gan1er Area: 

67% 
17 
16 

Garner 94% 
Hayfield 6 

Mason City Area.: 
Mason City 85% 
Mail Order 7 
Garne r 8 

Belmont Area: 
Belmont 66% 
Garner 17 
Mason City 17 

Kanawha A.rea : 
K1111awha 50% 
Mason City 38 
M.:1il Order 12 

Eagle Grove -· Ft. Dodge -
Mason City Areo.: 

Ft. Dodge 25% 
Mason City 25 
Killlawho. 25 
Eagle Grove 13 
1Ugona 12 

Corwith Area : 
Corwith 
Garner 

Britt Area: 
Britt 
Mason City 

Wesley Area 

Winnebago County 
Albert Len Area: 

.r.1bert Loo., Minn. 
Des Uoines 
Forest City 
Buffalo Center 

Lake Mills Area: 
Lake Mills 
Mason City 

Mason City Areo. 
Buffalo Center Area: 

Buffalo Center 
Fnrest City 
Blue Earth, Minn . 
hJ.bert Le,: , Minn . 
fJ!nson City 

Forest City Area: 
Forcnt City 
Buffalo Center 
Lake Mills 
Mason City 
Emmetsburg 

Worth County 
,Ubort Le :;1. Area: 

Albert Le,')., Minn • . 
Northwood 

Northwood Area: 
Northwood 
Mail Order 

Austin Area 
Northwood - Mason Ci t y Area: 

ffin son City 
Northwood 
i\iiu.il Order 

Osage ;~rea 
Mo.son City i,reQ.: 

Mason City 
Ji.UStin 
Mail Order 
Northvmod 

80% 
20 

93% 
7 

100% 

73% 
9 
9 
9 

73% 
27 

100% 

81% 
4 
4 
4 
7 

81% 
9 
6 
2 
2 

92% 
8 

92% 
8 

100% 

45% 
45 
10 

100% 

88% 
3 
3 
6 
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TABLE V 

CHANGES IN TRADING CENTER FOR GROCERIES , 1920-1935 

Cerro Gar~ County - 46 families living on same farm in 1935 as in 1920 
262 enumerations, 6 changes 

Gains Losses 
Klemme 1 Rockwell 1 
Swaledale 1 Meservey 1 
Mason City 3 Sheffield 1 
Clear -Lake 1 !Vianly 1 

Fertile 1 
Burchinal 1 

,... 67 families living on same farm in 1935 as in 1920 Hancock \jaunty --
302 enumerations, 1 change 
Gains 

Forest City 1 
Losses 

Crystal Lake 1 

Winnebap,o County_ 55 families living on same f arm in 1935 as in 1920 
246 enumerations, 1 change 

Gains Losses 
Etrunons, Minn. 1 Scarville 1 

morth 58 families living on same farm in 1935 as in 1920 
vv County -~.;;;...;;.~ 234 enumerations, 6 changes 

Gains Losses 
Mason City 3 Kensett 2 
Joice 1 Hanlontown 1 
Tenold 1 Manly 1 
St . iinsgar 1 Plymouth 1 

Grafton 1 
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convenience goods and Table VI shows them for wor:ien' s coats and dresses • 

as representative shopping goods. 

No pronounced shift occurred betwcon 1920 and 1935 in centers f or 

grocery purchases. Such changes as occurred show a slight decline in 

the villages in favor of the larger places, especially Mason City. In 

the matter of shopping goods , hovmver, th ·3re is a sharp trend to the 

larger towns in and n ear these four counties. Mason City especially 

profited by changes recorded in adjoining counties. In Cerro Gordo, 

Mason City had no gain, largely because of its early dorainance of that 

county in the sale of shopping goods. Those chan ges tovrard the larger 

shopping-goods areas are prob ably to b3 accounted for by the ever

increasing improved road building in the state. 

Factors in tho Determination of Trading Areas 

Not content with r.1erel~l determining the places in which each of the 

eight types of goods was bought, the enumerator a ttempted to discoyer the 

reasons .for the choice (Table VII). In this respect, the buyers of this 

area are similar to those in other parts of Iowa , in tha t they indicated 

in a majority of cases "nearness t o market" as the major explanation for 

trading town choices. In Wo rth County, 62% of those enumerated made 

that choice, while in Winnebago, 48% chose the sane reason. The next 

most frequent explanations nere "better stocks of goods" and "better 

roads." Significantly enou gh, only ab0ut 10% were influenced by the 

factor of "lower prices." 

Market Area for Farn Produce 

Obviously, the farmer not 0nly buys goods but he likewise sells ther:1. 

I r:!I'.lediately , the question is r aised as to the bearing of the place in 
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TABLE VI 

CHANGES IN SHOPPING CENTER FOR WOMEN I S CLOTHING, 1920-1935 

46 families living on same farm in 1935 as in 1920 
Cerro Gordo County - 202 enumerations, 1 change 

Hancock 

Gains 
Mason City 

. 67 families 

1 

living 
County -

502 enumerations, 6 

Gains 
Mason City 3 
Forest City 1 
Fort Dodge 1 
Kanawha 1 

Losses 
Clear Lake 

on same farm in 
changes 

Losses 
Goodell 
Crystal Lake 
Fort Dodge 
Mason City 
Corwith 
Kanawha 

1 

1935 as in 1920 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Winnebago County_ 55 families living on same farm in 1935 as in 1920 
246 enumerations, 13 changes 

Gains 
Mason City 
1Ubert Lea, Minn . 
Forest City 
Blue Earth, Minn. 

6 
3 
2 
2 

Losses 
Lake -Mills 5 
Thompson 3 
Albert Lea, Minn, 9 
Buffalo Center 2 

Worth 58 families living on same farm in 1935 as in 1920 County -------'-- 234 enumerations, 21 changes 

Gains Losses 
Mason City 18 Northwood 6 
Austin 1 Hmilontovm 2 
Northwood 1 Manly 4 
1Ubert Lea, Minn. 1 Mason City 2 

Albert Lea, Minn . 2 
Joice 4 
Lake Mills 1 



TABLE VII 

REASONS FOR CHOICE OF TRl\DU!G CENTER 

(in percentage of total) 

Hancock Winnebago Cerro Gordo Worth 
County County County County 

I Nean1ess 58% 48% 53% 62% c.n 
O" 
I 

Credit 9 6 0 " ~ 

Better stocks of goods 1 2 17 25 17 
. Better roads 15 15 11 '7 

I 

Lower prices 5 11 8 12 

Other 1 3 3 0 
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MARKET AREAS FOR GRAIN 
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CHART 12 
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CERRO GORDO COUNTIES 

CHART 14 
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which farm produce is sold upon the choice of the farm shopping center . 

In other words, does he chooso his shopping center because it is the place 

in which he sells his produce? The results of the enumeration of the 

open-country families of this area are found in Charts 10 through 14, 

which show the market areas for grain, hogs, cattle, eggs and poultry, 

and cream. The areas for poultry and eggs, and crea.r.i seem to confonn 

rather closely to those for convenience goods. The market areas for hogs 

and cattle bear less relationship to either the convenience goods or shop

ping goods areas, being a. sort of a cross between them. These areas like

wise show a tendency for the farmer to select an important packing center, 

such as Mason City as the point of livestock marketing. In making such a 

choice he often turns the ruiiaals over to a common or contract carrier, 

thereby eliminating the destination points as potential bidders for his 

trade. The data on grain markets is too incomplete to warrant any de

ductions. It seems safe to conclude, therefore, that for such commodities 

as cream, and poultry and eggs, products which are frequently marketed and 

almost always in person, tend to be sold in the areas in which the pro

ducer buys his convenience goods. The importance of the one kind of mar

ket cannot bo minir.lized without damaging that place as a market for the 

other. 

Banking Habits 

In order to neasure something of the effects of the recent depression 

upon this area, the enumeration undertook to determine the chnnges that 

had occurred in banking habits between the years 1929 and 1935 (Tables 

VIII and IX). For purposes of summary, the open-country tabulations have 

been separated from those for the towns and citie$, It will be noted 

that in 1929 the bulk (81%) of the farmers enumerated carried bank accounts 
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TABLE VII I 

CHANGES IN BANKING, 1929-1935 

Cerro Gordo, Hancock, Winnebago , Worth 

Percentaee of persons enumerated carrying 
bank accounts 

Open country 
Towns and villages 

Reasons for discontinuance of bank account 

Dcn't need it 
Closed bo.nks 
No local bank 
Service and other charges 

Reasons for change in banking tovm 

Bank- closed 
Bank absorbed 
Service char ges 
Personal relations 
Difficult to borrow 
Cho.nGe of residence 

Size of sample 

Number interviewed 
Nunber banking, 1929 
1-:·t~;_.'. . .;r > J.1l:i; _g , 1935 
Number c1.iscontinuing 
Chanees in banking tovm 

1929 

81% 
77 

Open 
Country 

65% 
15 

ti 
11 

Open 
Country 

66% 
2 

2 

30 -

Open 
Country 

574 
465 
26'J 
196 

38 

1935 

47% 
42 

Towns and 
Villages 

69% 
13 

8 
10 

Tovms and 
Vil~ages 

41% 
3 

5 

51 

Towns und 
Villages 

490 
379 
208 
171 

57 
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TABLE IX ➔~ 

PERSONS REPORTING CHANGES IN BM1KING TOWN, 1929-1935 

(Classified According to Population of Town) 

Open country residents - 224 enumerations, 30 changes 

Town 

Population Group No. of ·rowns No. of Gains No, of Losses 

50- 499 25 13 17 

500- 999 4 3 6 

1000-4999 10 8 6 

5000 and over 1 6 1 

and village residents - 175 enumerations, 17 changes 

Population Group No. of Towns No. of Go.ins No. of Losses 

50- 499 20 8 12 

500- 999 4 0 4 

1000-4999 7 2 l 

5000 and over 1 7 0 

➔t-NOTE : Totals given in this to.blo do not agree 8xactly with those 
in Table VIII. This table includes only those cases in which there 
was a change in banking town 1,1ithout a change in residence. Table 
VIII shows all changes in banking towns. 
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/\REAS REPORTll~G fV1AIL ORDER PURCHASES 
WINNEBfal3C), WORTH, HANCOCK c1 

CERRO GC)RDO CCJUNTIES 

CHART 1.5 
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but by 1935 less than half of them ( 47%) had ba,nk accounts . The bulk of 

thos e wh o n o longer had accounts indica ted tha t they no longer needed 

them. Further, most of those who h ad changed bunking pl a ces did so .)B

cause of closed b ank s. From the figures it appears tha t in these changes 

the smaller towns lost to the larger, especially Mason City . ·Si8ilar 

conclusion s apply to the banking habits of t own and vi:1-lage r esidents . 

Mail Order Purcha s e s 

In addi tion t o inquiring into the pla ce a t which Lmrcha se s were made, 

an atter.1pt was also made t o determine the extent of mail order purchases . 

Of course, only shopping goods would b e ordered to any extent by rJail , 

and even for these , the findings may b e open t o the suspicion that pe?ple 

often conceal such purchases . With this qualification in mind, th e re

sults of t he rural enumeration arc a s follows . Pra ctically no mail order 

purchases were f ound in Cerro Gordo County . Hancock and ijorth Counties 

have the l argest amount. For the f our-county a r ea , between 6 and 7% of 

the women' s co::1ts and dresses, ;:i,nd women' s shoes, and 2,Z of the men's 

shoe s are b ou ght by r;iail order. The enumera tion al so shows that t hose 

parts of t h e counties reporting the larger us e of mail orders a r e gener

ally those f a rthest removed from mo.jar shopping centers (Chart 15) . 

The Town and Villa ge Market 

In addition t o the open country, t h e enumer a tion included all t own s 

and villages of less t han 5, 000 population . Thu s , the survey r eached all 

incor por a t ed places except Mason City. In t hes e f our counties, some 537 

persons vrer e interviewed with a qu estionnaire s i milar t o tha t us ed in the 

open coun t ry . "Furniture " was substituted for "fa rm nachi:nery , " ",·vark 
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clothing" for "overalls, 11 and "kitchen utensils" for "lumber and cement." 

Except for these changes, plus the omission of data on places of sales of 

farm produce, the questionnaires for urban and rural areas wore identical. 

The data were then arranged in tabular and chart form to show the per 

cent of out-of-tovm trading for the eight types of goods surveyed (Tables X 

and XI). The pie charts (Nos. 16 and 17) show the areas proportionate to 

the population of the town, and show the relative distribution of out-of

town and home trading. From these data the following conclu sions are to 

be drawn. 

For groceries there is practically no out-of-tovm trading. For drugs 

and medicines and kitchen utensils, the sr:ialler the town, the greater the 

out-of-town trading. Towns over 500 population generally retain this 

trade. 

In the matter of the shopping goods--the rest of the types of goods 

surveyed--practically all buyers living in towns of less than a thousand 

shop out of town. In tho l ~,rco:r towns, the ability to hold shoppers at 

home rises, although only in the largest places does the percentage of 

out-of-town trade fall to zero. 

The data on out-of-town shopping was then tabulated by occupational 

groups (See Table XII) . Taking the summary for the area it will be noted 

that in general the professional group tend to buy more goods out of town 

than other groups, while housewives and widows buy the least. Tho other 

groups range between these extremes. Of course, there are certain county 

variations from this sumr:1ar--.1. Notice, for instance, that in Winntibago 

County professional people were reported as doing all their shopping out 

of town for work clothing and furniture, while in Cerro Gordo they do no 

out-of-town shopping for these s~~e goods. 
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TABLE X 

PF::r1.CEN'1'AGE OF OUT-OF-TOWN TRADING 

Towns Arranged According to Population 

.!>:1 ti) '0 Cl) ::.-, G.l (';) § (!) Cl) O bO i~ 
•rf i:.: § ~ Cl) r-i ti) 

t;.;: ~ B H •rf (l) 
© (I) CJ ..c: (I) ~ ►◄ S::: r/l (I) (I) C/l ,.Q •rf 

Population C) b0•,-1 C) ~ <l) cj m (1) - +' - +' s:.: 0 ~ 'd +' (!) El p.. S 0 i:.: •ri m~ H 
1930 Town F-. r) •rf +' 0 .-i. 0~ (I) ::, 

& c.':l Cl~ ~p is: -.: ~ rn :s (/) ~Q 

109 Rock Falls 0 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
161 Scarville 0 100 50 100 50 s··· ::; 17 100 
164 Leland 0 100 0 100 100 100 20 100 
178 Swaledale 0 100 100 100 100 100 33 100 
190 Ha11lo:n town 0 33 0 100 87 86 28 100 

210 Goodell 0 0 0 100 100 100 100 88 
215 Dougherty 0 0 0 100 100 33 33 100 
225 Joice 11 37 57 100 88 80 :2 5 67 
238 Fertile 0 40 0 100 .LOO 100 r.' 5 100 
249 Grafton 0 50 0 100 87 87 0 100 

255 Meservey 0 0 22 100 100 100 75 88 
258 Woden 0 17 9 67 67 58 58 75 
271 Crystal Lake 0 0 1 2 75 75 75 75 100 
310 Rake 0 8 8 0 83 83 18 91 
583 Thornton r, ,, 7 14 100 100 100 5{.J 92 

388 Plymouth 0 75 50 9 ' ' r~ 92 9 45 50 
394 Kensett 13 53 0 100 87 83 28 100 
463 Klemme 0 0 0 100 100 100 77 56 
481 Corwith 0 0 0 86 86 87 87 57 
538 Thompson 0 0 0 100 87 100 7 30 

609 Knnav,ha 0 0 0 89 89 78 71 17 
750 Rockwell 5 5 5 Btl, 79 90 38 84 
768 Buffa.lo C0nter C 0 0 100 62 19 0 0 

1,241 Garner 0 0 0 25 25 25 25 ;~2 
1,447 Manly 10 10 17 64 67 54 33 44 

1, 474 Lake Mill s 0 0 0 83 7 2 18 0 31 
1,554 Northwood 0 0 0 66 83 33 1 1 26 
1 ,593 Britt 0 0 0 18 18 18 7 12 
2, 016 Forest City 0 0 0 17 lo 0 0 3 
3 ,066 Clear Lake 0 0 0 32 31 30 4 23 
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TABLE XI 

PF..RCENTAGE OF OUT-OF-TOWN TRADING 

Towns Arranged According to Distanc~ from Mason City 

Miles 
..!.-' 

(I) 'U (/) 
~ (I) 

Distant 
Q) § ~ 

(I) 0 bO S.. 

•rl p ,--l (/} r-l (/) ~ ~ ::J 

from 
~. •rl C) •rl (!) - •i-1 .µ 

<:> (/) r.) ,..C1 (I) S:: H ~ (I) (/) Ul Ul ~ •rl 

Mason 
u bD •r-l u 53 1.1) cj C) (l) - .µ - .µ F-1 

Population 0 8] +' n P. S 0 ~ •r-l ~ 0 H 

S.. •r-l +' 0 p.. 0 ,-< Q) ::J Q) r-l rE 
City Tovm 1930 C, Q~ ~p g:: ~ s: fJ.j :;a Cl) ~ o 

10 Rock Falls 109 0 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 

10 Plymouth 388 0 75 50 92 92 9 45 50 

10 Manly 1,447 10 10 17 64 67 54 33 44 

10 Clear Lake 3,066 0 0 0 32 31 30 4 23 

12 Rockwell 750 5 5 5 84 79 90 38 84 

15 Kensett 394 15 5;_, 0 100 87 85 28 100 

19 Hanlontovm 190 0 53 0 100 87 86 28 100 

19 Svm.ledale 178 0 100 100 100 100 100 33 100 

21 Grnfton 249 0 50 0 100 87 87 0 100 

21 Northv10od 1,554 0 0 0 66 83 33 14 26 

22 Fertile ~2 38 0 40 0 100 100 100 25 100 

23 Garner l, 2111 0 0 0 25 25 25 25 22 

24 Thornton 385 0 7 14 100 100 100 50 92 

27 Joice 225 11 37 57 100 88 90 25 67 

27 Dougherty 215 0 0 0 100 100 33 53 100 

30 Meservey 255 0 0 22 100 100 100 75 88 

50 Klemme 463 0 0 0 100 100 100 77 56 

53 Britt 1,593 0 0 0 18 18 18 7 12 

54 Forest City 2,016 0 0 0 17 10 0 () 3 

54 Crystal Lake 271 0 0 lf 75 '7 5 75 75 100 

36 Goodell 210 0 0 0 100 100 . lOO 100 88 

?i8 Leland 16·1 0 100 0 100 100 100 20 100 

45 Kanawha 609 0 0 0 89 89 '78 71 ·17 

48 Thompson 538 0 0 0 100 87 100 7 30 

48 Woden 258 0 17 9 67 67 58 58 75 

;;9 Lako Mills 1, 4'7 4 0 0 0 83 72 18 0 31 

51 Corwith 481 0 0 0 86 86 87 87 57 

56 Scarville 161 0 luO 5( ; 100 50 . 83 17 100 

58 Bu.ffalo Center 768 0 0 0 100 62 19 0 0 

67 Rake 310 0 8 8 0 85 83 18 91 
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TiillLE XII 

.PERCENTAGE OF OU1'-0ii'-TOViN r&DING BY OCCUPATIONAL GROUPS 
. 

Cerro _Gordo County 
I Cl) 

cj U) Cl) +:> 
f.-l 0,) ~ ~ Cl) Cf.I (j) '0 4-i (!) Cf.I 0 (j) t;; H @ (j) O~Jl 'O (!) •r-1 > 0 0 !>, 0,) Q) 'O Cl) •r-1 'O ..0 El 0 Cl) (j) Cl) •r-1 !>, Q) Cl) ~ .,..., qj Cl) rl f.-1 ~ •r-1 f-1 o H 0,) ID r~ ...:1 (j) 0.. (j) . rl ;,j rl ·r-1 ~ Cl) 'tJ El ~ [I) ..0 rl 0.. +:> 0 ;:i 'O !>, 

~ Q) ~ ;:i r.i:1 r.i:1 El <l) H ~ § r.i:1 ~ Item 0 ..0 +:> Cl) Cr:! ~ (.l., 0 8 ;:::, 

(No . interviewed) (21 ) ( ~-..: ) (18) ( fi ) (l ;" u~s) ( '1) ( 8) 

Women ' s Apparel 75% 7G% '711 1UO% . o,~ 83,% 7-l'/o ~sr, 
Shoes 19 71 71 100 0 79 57· 25, 
Suit 58 77 no 100 100 74 50 25 
Wor k Clothing 71 50 29 100 100 42 43 50 
li\J.rniture 7'7 80 ?l 100 0 85 ·13 86 

Hancoclf County 
(No . in terviev;ed) (30) ( 28) ( 24) (12) ( 4) ( 20) (17) (1) 

Women I s Apparel. 63% 54% 63% 75% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
Shoes 63 54 63 75 100 100 100 100 
Suit 60 50 63 75 lOCJ 100 100 100 
Work Clothing 60 50 63 67 100 100 100 100 
Furniture 43 50 50 42 100 100 100 100 

Winnebago Coun t-:i:: 
(No . interviewed) ( 55) (56) ( 4) (12) ( 4) ( 5) ( 9) ( 4) 

Women 's Apparel 77% 30% 75% 67% 67% 80% 78% 33% 
Shoes 46 57 25 58 67 80 67 25 
Suit 37 20 25 45 100 40 67 25 
Work Clothing 9 2 0 0 100 0 56 0 
Furniture 12 29 0 0 100 25 43 0 

horth County 
(No. interviewed) {17) ( 35) ( 20) ( 7) (11) ( 9) (15) (1) 

\~omen I s l1pparel 68% 90% lOU% 80% 78% 89% 79% 100% 
Shoes 18 94 95 60 60 89' 67 100 
Suit 60 62 67 75 50 86 75 100 
Work Clothing 25 31 28 50 43 67 7 0 
F'urni ture 50 48 57 67 50 86 50 0 

Four Counties Combined 

(No. interviewed) (103) (141) ( 66) ( 39) ( 20) ( 59) (48) (14) 

Women's Apparel 67% 71% 75% '17% 53% 66% 64% 69% 
Shoes 63 67 7J 71 L't7 64 56 64 
Suit 53 56 66 67 36 45 55 64 1i1ork Clothing 31 26 39 54 56 39 29 36 
Furniture 43 47 69 57 33 58 LJ:l Su 
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Shopping Centers 

An exrutlination of the charts (7-9) for shopping goods discloses sev

eral major shopping centers, such as F~rest City, Britt, Garner, Northwood, 

and Mason City. Of these places, wiason City is clearly the larges t and 

mos t ir.iportant. It is admirably situated with respect to raibmy and high

way transportation, and its many industries give it an advantage as a shop

ping center not equalled for miles cround . The leading industries--meat 

packing, brick and tile, cement, sand, and beet sugar--themselves alone 

create a large enou gh population t o mo..ke tho to -;;m a first--rate shopping 

center. Thus, the surroundlng cities, towns, and open country naturally 

turn to Mason City for shopping goods. 

Something of the ir.1portance of !Viason City can 1;,e seen in Tables XI, 

XIII, and XIV . Table XIV shovrn the percentage of trade from other towns 

in the area trading in Mason City, the t ovms arranged by miles from Mason 

City. It will be noted that, except for two nearby towns of mediur.i size, 

Clear Lake and .Forest City, the drawing power of Mason City extends out 

at least 50 miles . Table 1:III shcms the per cent of trade in Mason City 

from other towns in the area, these to·;ms arranged in order of population. 

This table shows vecy clearly that, with certain exceptions, the 1>ull of 

Mason City varies inversely with the s i ze of the place. 1, compari aon be

t vJeon this t able and Table XI will ~,ho, the ext ent to which Mason City 

dominates the out-of-to\m trade of the other towns and. villages of this 

area . These three t abl es taken togethe r show that the importance . of 

Mason City as a shop-;,ing canter f or ·per sons living in other and sr:ialler 

towns varies inversely as t o si ze and dist[-;nco from Mason City. 
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TABLE XIII 

PERCENTAGE OF TRADING IN MASON CITY 

Towns Arranged According to Populations 

Miles 
CJ) 'U (/) t; (1) 

Distant C) § (l) CJ) o bO H 
•r-1 g~ Ul,-i (/) 

ii:: -~ B from H -~ (1) -
(l) U) C) ..c:: CJ) S::: H s:1 (/) CJ) (/) (/) ..c:: •r-l 

Population Mason C) bO •r-l .;s § (1) cu C) Q) - +' - +' ~ 0 8~ s 0. S 0 s::: •r-1 s::: 0 
1930 Town City H •r-l +' 0 0.. 0 ..c:: ~ ~ (1) r--1 & (.J A::2! ~p ~~ :s: C/) ~o 

109 Rock Falls 10 ,o 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
161 Scarville 56 0 0 0 66 32 17 0 100 
164 Leland 38 0 0 0 17 35 0 0 33 
178 Swal.c~dcle 19 0 66 66 66 66 66 33 66 
190 Hanlontown 19 0 33 0 100 87 71 7 75 

210 Goodell 36 0 0 0 33 35 22 22 11 
215 Dougherty 27 0 0 0 100 100 33 33 100 
225 Joice 27 0 11 43 62 56 40 12 66 
238 Fertile 22 0 20 0 100 100 60 . 12 33 
249 Grafton 21 0 12 0 100 77 62 0 100 

255 Meservey 30 0 0 22 79 79 79 75 79 
258 Woden 48 0 0 0 42 42 33 33 56 
271 Crystal Lake 34 0 0 0 38 38 38 38 43 
310 Rake 67 0 0 0 12 25 0 0 8 
383 Thon1ton 24 0 7 14 100 100 100 50 92 

388 Plymouth 10 0 75 50 75 75 7'3 46 42 
394 Kensett 15 13 27 50 86 86 77 38 33 
463 Klemme 30 0 0 0 61 61 55 55 56 
481 Corwith 51 0 0 0 29 29 25 25 14 
538 Thompson 48 0 0 0 14 33 46 0 0 

609 Kenawl:w. 45 0 0 0 44 44 3~ <) 29 11 
750 Rockwell 12 5 5 5 74 68 81 28 84 
768 Buffalo Center 58 0 (J CJ 45 24 0 0 0 

1,241 Garner 23 0 0 0 25 25 25 25 26 
1 , 447 Manly 10 0 7 17 66 67 36 33 39 

1,474 Lake Mills 49 0 0 0 56 50 4 0 31 
1,554 Northwood 21 0 0 0 42 60 18 7 9 
1,593 Britt 33 0 0 0 19 19 19 7 13 
2,016 Forest City 34 0 0 0 8 10 0 0 0 
3, 066 Clear Lake 10 0 0 0 32 31 31 4 27 
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TABLE XIV 

PERCENTAGE OF PURCHJ~SES MADE IN MASOt~ CITY 

Toms Arranged According to Distance from Mason City 

Miles tr.J 'O CJ) ~ Q) 

Q) § ~ 
CJ) 0 bO f...t 

Distant •r-i r:lM CilM CJ) e]::: r:: .s f...t •r-i Q) •r-i C) - ·r-i 
from Q) CJ) C) ..c: U) r:: f...t fil CJ) Cl) U) (/) ..c: •r-i 

Population 
C) bO •r-i .8 g a, m (') - +I - +I ~ f.:1::1.HOll 0 ~cg s 0. S 0 fil •r-i g~ f...t •r-i +' 0 0. ~01 ~ rE City Town 1930 d 0~ :,a;:> t?;: <.X: :z C/) ?.;J 0 

LJ Rock Falls 109 0 100 100 1:)0 100 1 00 100 100 
1() Plymouth 388 0 75 5J 75 75 73 46 <1-2 
10 Manly 1, -147 1~ 7 17 66 67 36- 33 39 
10 Cleur Lake 3,J66 0 J J 32 31 31 4 27 
1 2 Rockwell 75J 5 5 5 74 68 81 28 84 

15 Kensett 394 1 3 27 50 86 86 77 38 33 
19 Hanlontown 190 0 33 0 l uO 87 71 7 75 
19 Swaledale 178 0 66 66 66 66 66 33 66 
21 Grafton 249 0 1 2 0 l JO 77 62 0 100 
21 Northwood 1,554 0 0 0 42 60 18 7 9 

22 Fertile 238 0 20 0 100 l OCJ 60 12 33 
23 Garner 1, 241 0 0 0 25 25 25 25 26 
24 Thornton 383 0 7 14 100 100 100 50 92 
27 Joice 225 J 11 43 6 2 56 40 1 2 66 
27 Dou gherty 215 0 0 0 l J) l JO 33 33 100 

30 Meservey 255 0 0 22 79 79 79 75 79 
30 Klemme 463 0 () 0 61 61 55 55 56 
33 BI"itt 1,593 0 u 0 19 19 19 7 13 
34 Forest City 2, 016 0 0 :; 8 10 J () 0 
34 Crystal Lake 271 0 0 0 38 38 38 38 43 

36 Goodell 210 0 .) 0 33 33 22 22 11 
38 Leland 164 0 0 0 17 33 J 0 33 
-15 Kanawha 609 ·..) 0 0 44 44 33 29 11 
48 Thompson 538 (J 0 0 44 33 46 0 0 
tJ:8 Wo den 258 0 0 :) 42 42 33 33 56 

49 Lake P!Jills 1, 47-1 u J ,J 56 SJ 5 0 31 
51 Corwi th 481 ('\ 0 Cl 29 29 25 25 14 ,,_, 

56 Scarville 161 d () J 66 33 17 CJ 100 

58 Buffo.lo Center 768 . 0 0 0 45 2-1 J .J J 

67 Rake 310 -, 0 ) 1 2 25 J J 8 ·.,J 
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Analysis of Trading Area"s 

A reasonably accurate estimate of the number of cu s t omers included in 

the trade t erritories of any given c~.ty may be obtained by adding to the 

number of i ts farm customer s the aggregate of its town and village cus

tomers. To estimate the numbGr of farr,1 customers , thG size of the rural 

trading areas mwst be known. Ar Gas for three commodities--groceries, 

vrom en' s clothing , and men's suits--have b oen r::easurod, the number of 

square miles in each being shovm in Table l'V. The number of f a rm resi

dents whos8 trade flows to any given tomi r.my b e estima ted by assuming 

an aver age open-country population donni't"J of approxiL1ately 18 per square 

mile, and applying the p ercentage of "coverage" in Tables II, III, and IV 

t o the fi gu r e s shown in Table XV. The tovm and village trade m:.i.y b e es

timated by applying the percentage s shovm in Tables X--XIV to the po;mla

t i on of the t ovm s served. I n this r.1anner a r ough approximation of the 

t ot al number of persons s erved by a cornmuni ty may be obtained. 

The trends shown in the.: stu dy of these counties are similar in r:1ost 

r espects to t hose shown in other sections of the state in which one city 

is the dominant trading center. The small town i n such a district is 

gr aduall y lo sing its significance as a trading center, as is ev.idenced 

by the gener al shift in both tradine and banki n g r equirements. Although 

t he da t a p r os ~nted in the variou s t abl es ond charts indicate the desir

ability of relying upon suaJ.ler centers for cert c.in commodities and 

services , t he significan ce of rlia son City as t h e most i mportant tra ding 

center of this nrea is well e s t ablished . 
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TABLE XV 

I ESTIMATED AREAS OF TRADE TERRITORIES FOR 

v GROCERIES, WOMEN I S APPAREL, .AND MEN I S SUITS 

Population Approx. no. of sq. mi. in Trade Territory 
1950 Town Groceries Women I s Apparel Men I s Suits 

Hutchins 1 3 
Hayfield 18 
Mel tonville 10 
Deer Creek 6 
Silver Lake 5 
Vinje 1 3 

109 Rock Falls 20 
165 Scarville lD 
164 Leland 26 
178 Swaledale 32 
190 Hanlontown 29 
210 Goodell 45 
215 Dougherty 26 
225 Joice 54 

) 
249 Grafton 44 
255 Meservey 31 
258 Woden 58 26 

( 271 Crystal Lake 33 10 
310 Rake ::so 
383 Thornton 65 
388 Plymouth 13 
46 3 Kl emme 71 
481 Corwith 64 26 
538 Thompson 5/J-
609 Kanawha 81 1 3 26 
750 Rockwel l 61 
768 Bu ffalo Center 72 199 

1,241 Garner 118 64 82 
1 ,447 -Milllly 45 
1,474 Lake Mills 84 33 93 
1,554 Northwood 163 42 122 
1,593 Britt 115 1 34 123 
2,016 Forest City 155 351 306 
3,066 Clear Lake 95 23 22 

23 ,304 Mason City 2<15 1,320 1,275 






