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A briEf outlinE of thE 
major activitiES and 
SErvicES of thE I owo 
StatE Planning ~oard, 
a non-partisan agEncLJ. 
• ·AppointEd 1934 • • 
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P. F. Hopkins · Dire.ctor, Iowa Publ ic Works Admin-1strotion 
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• • • 
ProgrESS rE.quirEs planning, and planning 

rE.quirES facts . lhE Iowa StatE: Planning 
f>oard, coopEratinq with othE.r statE. agEnciE.S, 
has madE: : 

~ •AGRICULTURAL STUDl~S 
Cropping ····· ConsErvation •···· TEnancy. 
ObjEctivE: lmprovE.d land USE program. 
CoopE.ratinq aqE:ncy: Iowa StatE CollEqE. 

•BAS~ MAP SURV~Y 
~ I' Road, strEam e,. farmstEad locations, E.tc. ObjEctivE:: 
"::i-- Uniform county e, township maps . (Rural tlEctri-
·~ fication proqram aidE.d by this projE.ct.) 
t"'>r 

~ •TAX SURVi;Y 
Tax burdEn on homE.StE.ads & othEr propErty. 

1
, 0bjEctivE: Data for lE.gislativE. considE.ration. 

CoopEratinq aqEncy: CollEqE. of CommErcE., S.U.1. 

•POPULATION STUDli;S 
~ Social trEnds ··· RE.liEf groups -·· Population movE.­
-~ mEnts, Etc. ObjEctivE. : Data for Social SE.curity,Etc. 
-~ CoopE.rating agE:ncy : CollE.qE of CommE.rcE., S.U.1. 

~ •8,!~~~tc~~a~~l~~~talth ···· Accidrnts 
- ObjE.ctivE.: Data for dE.partmE.ntal action. 
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~ PasturE dEmonstration arEa 
Program re,commended by Planning i)oard . 

• ParK or othEr rEcrEation sitE 
Plans prEparEd bLJ Planning e>oard . 

• LakE and strEam improvEmEnt 
Program sponsorEd bLJ Planning ~oard . 

+ Indian sitE rESEarch 
Excavation sponsorEd bLJ Planning l)oard. 



DIMON ST RATION 
• • • 

~act finding .... programs ··· · action. 
Planning is concG.rnE.d mainl4 with the first 
two, administration with the last two. ThE. 
Iowa StatE. Planning [)oard has sponsorEd: 

•PAS TUR(; D(;MONS TRATI ON 
f>EttE.r land usE. --- soil consErvation -- - farm incomE$. 
AdministE.rEd b4 Agricultural ExpErimEnt Station, 
e, ExtE.nsion SErvicE. of Iowa StatE CollE.qE.. 

•PARK D[;MONSTRATION 
Local parks •··· athlEtic fields •· ·• Etc. 
ConstructE.d undE.r EmErqEncy work pro­
grams . 0:-.!;.R.A. & W.P.A.) 

•LAKI; e, STR~AM PROJ~CT 
Conservation of soil,watE.r , e,. natural scEne.ry. 
AdministE.rE.d bL.j StatE. ConsE.rvation Commission 
in furthE.rancE. of Iowa's 25 YEar ConsErvation Plan. 

•HISTORIC SITES PROJECT 
MarkE.rs for historic sitE.s throughout Iowa. ln­
vE.stigation of anciE.nt Indian mounds. 
Cooperating agE.nCLJ : Iowa f-listor ical SociE.ty. 

•OTl-l~R PROGAMS P~NDING 
RE.crE.ation RE.sE.rvE. (Upper DE.s MoinE.s RivE.r) 
RE.forE.station (SouthE.rn Iowa) 
Low-cost housinq (larqE.r citiE.S) 
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COORDINATION 
• • • 

Coordination savE.s timE, EnE.rqy & monEy. 
It is incrEasinqly ◄ mportont in modErn qovE.rn­
mE.nt. ThE Iowa StatE Planning E>oard ,rE.cognizEd 
by fEdEral as wE.ll as statE agEnciE.S as a logical 
coordinating body , has dEmonstratEd this 
function in rEgard to : 

•LAND USI; 
CoopEratinq with Agricultural E:xpErimEnt Station 
& E:xtE.nsion S~rvicE of Iowa StatE. CollE.gE., Soil Con­
SE.rvation SE.rvicE., RE.SEttlE.ment Administration, 
U.S. ~orESt SE.rvicE e,. National Park SErvicE.. 

•wATbR USI; 
CoopErating with StatE DE.partmEnt of Public. I-IE.alth, 
Conservation Commission, liighway Commission, 
Iowa GEoloqical Survey, Iowa lnstitutE. of 1-lydraulic 
RE.SE.arch & U.S. GE.ological SurvE.y . 

•PUBLIC WORKS 
Analyzing public works pro je.cts propose.d by Iowa 
countiE.s, munici palitiE.S, school districts, etc., in 
order to coord1natE. individual proposals e. prE­
pare. rE.SE.rvoir of usE.ful E.mploymE.nt pro jE.cts. 

•STATb-NATIONAL 
ThE. National RE.sources CommittE.E has intE.qratE.d 
thE. studies of thE. statE Planninq ~oards in ordEr 
to E.ffE.ct rEgional and national coordinat1on 
of rese.arch, planning and construction. 
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AID TO LOCAL l>LANNING 
• • • 

Community and county, as wEll as statE and 
nation, must look (]hE.ad to thE. futurE.. In thE. 
prE.liminary stE.ps of fact-finding and consultation 
thE. Iowa StatE. Planning ~oard has aidE.d local 
planning groups as follows: 

·LAND us~ l TRAJ:l=IC STUDl~S 
SurvEyS of urban land uSE.S, traffic flow,parkinq facil­
itiE.S e, thEir usE,traffic accidEnts, E.tc. Ob jEctivE.: 
~roadE.r factual basis for zoning e,. strEEt planning. 

•COMMUNITY PARK PLANS 
Designs for nE.arl4 a hundrE.d local parks, athletic 
fiE.lds, Etc. Ob jEctivE.: ~ncouragEmEnt of plannE.d 
rEcrEation dE.vE.lopmEnt. 

•TOWN PLANNING l ZONING 
Consulting SErvicE. to towns e,. citiES on rE.qUE:St. 
ObjE.ctivE: ~ncouraqE.mE.nt to local planning of 
public improvEmE.nts 6- land usE.s. 

•COUNTY PLANNING 
Consulting <;ErvicE to countiEs in which citizE.n groups 
dEsirE to organizE. county planning councils. ObJectivE.: 
~ncouragE.mE.nt to comprE.hE.nsivE. county planning. 

•~UTURI; ADVISORY SI;RVICE; 
ContinuE:d advisory SErvicE. to local groups intE.rE.StE.d 
in plannE.d proqrE.ss. Additional planning projE.c.ts 
sponsorE.d coopErat1vE.ly with municipalitiE:s e. countiE.S. 
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ICONOMY 
• • • 

~y "looking ahE.ad"to futurE nEEds with facts un­
colorEd by prEssurE"-groups ~ with non-partisan pro­
grams of action, statE. planning hElps to E.ffE.ct grEat 
Ec.onomiES I whic.h indudE;: 

•TIMb SAVING ~OR LbGISLATURb 
Working with standing committEES of thE LEqislaturE,com­
pilinq matErial bEaring on important lEgislativE mattErs. 

•~t;D6RAL AID PROGRAMS 
~Elping to obtain all poss1blE advantagE from programs of 
land USE, public works e. 1mprovEmEnt of living conditions. 

·coNSbRVING RbSOURCbS 
rormulatinq lonq-timE proqrams for land,watEr and othEr rE­
sourcE.s, thus saving millions to prESEnt b futurE qEnErations. 

•(;LIMINATING WAST~ 
Coordinating p-oqrams of various aqrnciES. Making studiES 
pErtaininq to qovErnmEntal consolidation. · 

•LOCAL SAVING 
Assisting municipalitiES e, countiEs dEsiring local planning 
programs which LE.ad to E.conomical dEvElopmE.nt. 

• • • 
ThE Iowa StatE. Planning r>oard has illustratE.d 

thE.SE various EconomiE.s in its tax survE4, public 
works programming, land e,. watEr USE. rEcommEnd­
ations, coordination of multiplE intErEsts rElatinq 
to common problEmS & aid to local planning bodiE.S. 
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Planning is not ne.w. Theodore Roosevelt was on 
outstanding champio;, of plonninq to preserve. notional 
resources. Secretary of Agriculture l-l4de coiled the 
first national land use. planning conference . The: White 
I-louse Conference on I-lousing and thG work of the. 
Re.sEarch Committee. on Social Trends LUE.re the nssult 
of President 1-loove.r's 1ntE.re.st in public planning . 

In its "Re.port on o SurvE.4 of Administration in Iowa: 
mode in 1933, the Institute. for GovernmE.nt Re.search of 
the. e,rookings Institution concluded that there. is an 
apparent ne.ed for •a bod4 of public spirited citiz.e.ns, in­
cludinq members of the General Assembly, to act as a 
research and planning council• - an advisory.coordinat­
ing body having nothing todo with the specialized research 
and planning of the various administrative. departments. 
The proposed planning council 'should aim to ascertain 
what facts are needed by the. GoVErnor and the. Le.gislature; 
and it should suggest to research agEnciEs what fie.Ids of 
study are likEly to be most practically hElpful ~ 

State planning boards havE be.e.n given pErmanE.nt 
le:gal status by legislatures in 35 states . Twelve. other 
states, including Iowa, have. boards appointed by exec­
utive. order of the respe.c.tive governors . The responsi­
bilities of the.se boards are increasing steadily as both 
national and state governments recognize the value 
of their services. 

• • • • • 
State planning is a technical instrument 64 which 

re.pre.sEntative. qovernme.nt, looking ahead to desirable 
objectives, may determine. the facts re.lativE. to state 
problE.mS, prepare programs for action,and coordinate 
oil related activities toward the economical achie.ve­
me.nt of those obje.ctive.s. 



~or f urthEr inf or motion 
as to spEcial rEports, 
maps or othEr phases of 
its program addrESS thE 
Iowa StatE Planning ~oard. 
• • • AmEs, Iowa • • • 
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