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PREFACE. , 

My acquaintance with Gov. Kirkwood commenced very 
soon after he came to the state, and it became somewhat 
intimate while he was serving his first term in the state 
senate, during the winters of 1856-7, and where I was acting 
in the capacity of reporter of proceedings for a local paper 
antl correspondent for a Chicago Daily. During his whole 
residence in Iowa City I have been associated with him as a 
neighbor, and have served "\vith him several years on our 
local school board. Since I have commenced writing his 
life he has submitted to me all of his correspondence, both 
public and private, needful for my use. and copies of all 
public documents in his possession, and he has submitted to 
frequent and oft repeated interviews during the progress of 
my work. 

In my labor I have been greatly aided by his faithful 
wife, who has from time to time during his official life, 
gathered from the public press and other · sources and 
treasured them U}), facts relating to him that otherwise 
would have been lost. 

Governor Boies has kindly permitted me the use of the 
Executive Records made during Governor Kirkwood's 
gubernatorial administrations. 

The manuscript as it has been written from time to time 
has been submitted to him for his correction and approval. 

IowA CITY, IowA, June 29th, 1893 . 
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Th6 llf6 and Tim6S Of Samu6I J. Kirkwood, 
IOWA'S WAR GOVERNOR. 

CHAPTER I. 

Ancestry: Scotch-lr-lsh and Scotch-Robert Kirkwood in the Revolution 
- With St. Clair on the Wabash-The Kirkwoods as Scholars-Scotch 
Presbyterian.'>-Jabez a Blacksmith and Fa.rnier-Blacksmithing 
100 Years ,Ago-Farrn 1'ools Then-JJ'arnil11 fVork--Sa1nuel an, 
Apt Scholar-Goes to Washington to Attend School-Joins a Liter
ary Society-Beconies a School Teacher in Pennsylvania-A Drug 
Clerk for His Brother Wallace-Kirkwoods Jlt{ove to Ohio-Settle in 
the Woods and 1lfake a Farni-Samuel Teaches School Again-Be
conits DeJJuty County Assessor-A Store and Tavern Clerk. 

The ICirl,wood family in Atnerica date back to 1731, 
,vhen Robert ICirk,vood and his 1viclo1ved sister-in-la,v with 
her two children, a son named Robert, three years old, and 
a sister older etnigrated fro1n Londonderr,v in the north of 
Ireland, and settled in New Castle, Delaware. Captain 
Robert Kirkwood, a son of this immigrant Robert, was a 
Captain in the revolutionary army all through that war; ,vas 
an active participant in the battles of Princeton and Long 
Islnnd, and was so distinguished for his eminent services, 
that the brevet rank of Brigadier General was conferred on 
him upon the recomn1endatiou of VI' ashington. That he 
should be advanced from a Captaincy to a Brigadier Gen
eralship, \v itbout going through the intermediate grades, and 
that upon the recon1mendation of his con1n1ander in chief, is 

, the best attestation that could be given of his ability, his 
valor and his worth. H e 1vas in the bloody battles of Cam
den, H obkirk's Hill, Euta,v Springs and Ninety-Six; and 
Lee, in bi s memoirs of the Southern revolutionary can1-
paigns, makes frequent and honorable n1ention of him. 

At the battle of Camden hi s Dela1vare regiment was so 
badly cut up that enough for but one company of it was left 
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8 THE LIFE AND TIME S OF SA:\J UE L .J. KlRK\VOOI). 

and he had command of it. Aftf'r the close of the war, in 
1789, he moved into eastern Ohio, opposite Wheeling, 
Va. 

In the spring of 1791 the cabin of Capt. Kirkwood was 
attacked by a party of Indians in the night, but they were 
repulsed. The cabin ,vas set fire to, the roof was all ablaze, 
when it was pushed off and the fire quenched with water and 
milk from the house. Of fourteen soldiers in the house at 
the time, one was killed and seven wounded. 

After this affair, Capt. Kirk,vood returned with his 
family to N c,vark, Delttwure. On his WU)' he met some of 
St. Clair's troops on their ,vay to Cincinnat1. Exasperated 
at the attack of the Indians upon his house, Le took the com
mand of a company of Dela,vare troops, and ,vas with them 
at St. Clair's defeat on the Wabash in the fall of 1791, where 
he fell in an attempt to repel the ene1ny ,vith the bayonet. 

In the year 17 59 this three year old boy Robert, had 
attained his thirty-first year, when he married Jane Hender
son, and became the father of six children, five sons-Wil
liam, John, Robert, Nathaniel and Jabez, and one daughter
Sarab. 

Rev. A. B. Cross, compiling in 1886 a history of the 
Presbyterian church of which the early Kirkwoods were 
members, mentions eight of them and their descendants as 
being Elders in the church, three as professors in colleges, 
one (Samuel J.) as ex-Governor, ex-U. S. Senator and ex
Cabinet Minister, and says: " All thesf' Elders, Preachers, 
Professors, Lawyers and P oliticians are the descendants of 
that fatherless three year old boy who came to Delaware in 
1731. To me there is a pect1liar interest in the childhood of 
that boy. In all my ministry I have been on the most 
intimate terms with, and have preached to many of the 
Kirkwood fan1ily, and I would not do justice in this notice 
if I did not say, from a, long aad intimate knowledge of 
them, they have been a family that have al,vtlys been true to 
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TI:tE LIFE AND TIMES OF SAl\IUEL J. KiRKWOOD. 

their country and true to their church, with a line of Elders 
from the beginning in 1731 till now." 

It may l>e said of the ear1y Kirkwoods that they were, 
and their descendants of to-day are, men of large mental 
caliber and of great aptitude in the acquisition of knowledge. 
Among the most noted are *Daniel Kirkwood, LL.D., a life
time teacher in various schools, and for several years pro
fessor of Mathematics ancl Astronomy in Indiana U nivcrsity, 
author of ''Meteoric Astronomy and the Asteroids between 
Mars and Jupiter," and a work on Comets and Meteors; and 
who is quoted as the highest authority on tho~e subjects; 
Prof. Wm. R. Kirkwood, D.D. of Macallister College, Minn.; 
and Prof. Samuel J. Kirkwood, LL.D. of the University of 
Wooster, Ohio. 

Such is his reputation as an astronomer, both at home 
and abroad, that when, in 1875, the great English ast11onomer 
Richard Anthony Proctor, visited America, he came west to 
Indiana on purpose to sec his colaborer in astronomical work, 
Prof. Daniel Kirkwood. 

Jabez Kirkwood was an infant son of the revolution being 
horn in that memorable year 1776, and he married for his 
first wife Mary Coulson, by whom he had two sons, Robert 
and Coulson, and for bis second wife a widow Wallace, whose 
maiden name was Mary Alexander, by whom he had three 
sons, John, Wallace and Samuel Jordan. His second wife 
was born in Scotland. 

Robert, the father of Jabez must have been a man of 
thrift and well to do in the world, as be settled bis five sons 
at their majority, when they were ready to set up business 
for themselves, each on a good sized farm for that time, that 
given to Jabez containing 140 acres or more. 

Samuel Jordan Kirkwood, son of Jabez, the subject 
of this memoir, ancl the youngest in the family, was born on 

*A cousin of Samuel J. and his pupil when he taught his first term 
of school 
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the 20th of December, 1813, in Harford Co., ]\-Id., to which 
place his ancestors had immigrated from Dela,vare. As will 
be seen by the foregoing, bis parentage on bis father's side 
was Scotch-Irish, and on his n1other's pure Scotch. His 
parents were both Scotch Presbyterians of the strict puritani
cal school of that denomination during their time. 

Being a blacksmith as well as a farmer, his father spent 
most of his time in the shop and the boys, after they had 
arrived at sufficient age carried on the farm. At this early 
date so worn had the thin soil of parts of this farm become, 
that one whole field though well situated and originally fe1 tile 
was abandoned and left uncultivated. In after years the 
application of lime restored its fertility. 

Blacksmithing then was as different from the blacksmith
ing of to-day, as our farm operations are different fi•on1 those 
of that time. Th11 making of the iron work of plows, making 
chains, nails, axes and other edge tools, such as knives, 
butcher knives and chisels as ,veil as hay forks and manure 
forks and also n1any other things ,ve now buy at the hard
ware stores were the work of the home blacksmith, and Jabez 
Kirk,vood ,vas an adept at all the work in his line. Cut 
nails had not then been invented, nor had wire nails been 
dreamed of, and all the nails then used for building or other 
purposes, whether large or small, were drawn out one at a 
time by the smith ,vith bis harr,mer and anvil, and the head 
of the nail made by having the large end mashed down with 
a riveting hammer. The edge tools of that day were all 
ground by hand to fit them for use after they came from the 
hands of the blacksmith, and it was a good half day's work 
for two men to grind and fit a new ax ready for chopping. 
Horse shoes were all turned by hand and the nails for setting 
them also made by hand. 

The farm tools of that day as used on the Kirkwood 
farm consisted of a plo,v, the wood work of ,vhich ,vas made 
by Coulson, one of the elder boys, and the iron work sy the 
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THE LIFE AND TIMES OF SAltIUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 11 

father; an ''A" harrow with heavy frame and but fe,v teeth 
and they of large size, a sled used in place of a wagon (in 
later years displaced by a wagon), scythes, sickles, grain 
cradles, ha~d rakes, pitchforks, manure forks, shovels, flails, 
a fan for cleaning grain after it was threshed; and all these 
tools combined were not equal in value to a mower or reaper 
or even a farm wagon of to-day. Thus all the farm work 
except the plowing and harrowing was done by hand and 
that by tools far inferior to those of the same kind manufac
tured to-day. The fanning mill that now lingers on a fe,v of 
our farms had just begun to super~ede the old hand fan. 

In the house, in place of cook stove, for that had not 
then been invented, was a large open fire place with a broad 

_ stone or brick hearth in front of it, wide enough to take in 
five feet wood, and capacious enough to use in one <lay wood 
enough to last a cook stove a whole week. In this fire place, 
over the :fire, was hung an iron crane that reached nearly the 
length of the fire place and would swing out over the hearth, 
and on the crane a family of iron hooks from a few inches to 
two feet or more in length, and a trammel on all which were 
hung the pots and kettles in \Vhich was done the family cook
ing, except the frying and baking. In baking a large long 
legged cast iron bake kettle, sometimes called a Dutch oven, 
was used. A huge pile of coals was drawn from the fire on 
to the hearth, the oven set over them, the dough being first 
put in, the large iron cover, with a wide flange turned up, 
placed on and this cover loaded with live coals to the top of 
the flange. This was the ''send off" the embryo bread got 
in the oven, the live coals both on the hearth and the kettle, 
being renewed from time to time till the baking was :finished. 
The frying was done by hauling live coals on to the hearth, 
placing the spider or frying pan over them, sometimes with 
a cover over the pan and often not. Turkeys, ducks, chick
ens and ribs of pork were roasted by being hung before the 
open fire and turned and basted as the roasting process pro-
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ceeded. Before and over this blazing, roasting fire all the 
family cooking was done and it is a wonder that our mothers 
and grandmothers as cooks did not the1nselves get roasted 
by it. . 

The preparation of the family clothing, except the dyeing 
and fulling, from the time the wool came from the sheeps' 
backs and the flax came from the hands of the flax dresser, 
was all made in the family. The wool was all carded, spun 
and ,voven by hand, the hand cards, spinning " 'heel and loom 
being common tools in nearly every household, and when the 
garments of the men and boys were to be made a 11 tailoress" 
was brought into the house and she re1nained till a year's 
stock for all had been cut and made. The day of shoe stores 
had not then dawned nor had boot and shoe shops become 
plenty, and when shoes ,vere wanted leather was purchased 
at the country store or at the tanner's and a shoemaker with 
his kit of tools ,vas brought into the house, given a place in 
the kitchen and he remained till the whole family were shod. 
It was the custom in those days for boys as well as girls till 
well in their teens to go barefooted in the summer, and if the 
shoemaker could not get around in time it was often as late 
as the advent of early frosts and untimely snows before the 
shoes ,vere ready, and the Governor often goes back in mem
ory to the time when as a barefooted hoy he ,vas sent out in 
the early morning to drive up the cows, and remembers 
how he stood on the ,varm spots where the cows had lain 
over night to wa,m bis toes chilled by the ungenerous 
frost. 

As there were no girls in the Kirkwood family the boys 
did the churning, helped do the washing and such other 
household chores as boys could turn their hands to, and 
Samu.el pevformed his share of these tasks. 

Such was the farm on which, aud such the l;ome and 
tiamily in which the Govevnor spent the first ten years of his 
life, ,ind they cl.id not cliff er in any essential particulars from 
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the majority of the farms and homes in that part of the 
country at that time. 

On one corner of his father's farm was a log school house, 
in whose small windows oiled paper served in the place of 
glass and whose seats were logs split in two with wooden 
pins for legs, and desks made in a similar manner. In this 
rude school house young Samuel commenced his education, 
and it was begun when he was so young that the older 
brothers often carried him to school on their backs, and here 
it was continued till he was ten years old, and he must have 
been an apt scholar in his childhood days, for he cannot 
remember the time ,vhen he coul<l not repeat the multiplica
tion table, and before he graduated from the log school house, 
a.t the age of ten, he had advanced so that he had ''ciphered'' 
to the ''rule of three,, (proportion) in arithmetic, and had 
made a corresponding advancement in his other studies, an 
advancement that in those days was deemed creditable in a 

youth of fifteen. 
A well educated man by the name of John McLeod who 

left Ireland during tho stormy revolution of 1798, when 
England finally abolished the Irish Parliament, came to 
America and hecame a teacher. He married a Miss Coul
son, sister of Jabez Kirkwood's first wife, and in after years 
opened a school in Washington. 

During his residence in Washington as a teacher, he 
often spent his vacations in Maryland with his brother-in
law, the father of his assistant teacher and of his pupil Sam
uel J. 

Robert Kirkwood, his nephew, and half-brother of Sam
uel, who was a very excellent linguist, was an assistant 
teacher in the school, and through his influence the latter was 
placed in the school to prosecute his studies and here he 
remained four years during the close of Monroe's and the 
opening of J. Q. Adams' administration, finishing his 
English studies and getting enough of the classics to enable 

• 
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him to read the Greek Testament a11d several Latin authors. 
,vhen he quit school and entered, as a clerk, a drug store 
kept on Pennsylvania avenue in Washington. While at 
school he engaged in all the literary exercises connected with 
it, and after he left it and ~·ent into the drug store, he and 
his associates forn1ed a literary society. ,vhich was at first a 
private affair, but was finally opened to visitors, and con
siderable audiences, including the ladies, listened to the 
deliberations, debates and addresses of these embryo states
men; and it was here, in the exercises of this youthful 
society, ,vhile yet in his early teens, he laid the foundation 
of that character and those habits, and developed the char
acteristics that made him so successful a platform speaker in 
after life. In the debates in this organizntion he acquired 
the mastery of himself upon the floor, ,,ith the eyes of the 
audience all upon him, and learned to 1narshall his fact~, 
array his thoughts, and so discipline bis po,Yers that when 
they were called into action in his intellectual contests with 
his opponents, he felt perfectly at home and could use every 
weapon at his command like a veteran in long service. 

After spending a year in the drug store of Patrick 
Leyne, at the age of seventeen, he went into York County, 
Pennsylvania, near the Mar}'land line, and there engaged in 
teaching a country school, boarding with his Aunt Sally, and 
doing chores before and after school to pay for his l.Joard. 
After closing this term of school he went into another neigh
borhood, where he opened a subscription school, boarding 
around among the patrons of the school, as was the custom in 
those early days. This ''boarding around" bad its advan
tages as well as its drawbacks, while it made an itinerant of 
the teacher, feeding him at almost every man's table in the 
neighborhood, it gave him an insight into the inner and 
domestic life of his patrons, and enabled him to study human 
nature in all its varied phases. To a )70ung man who was to 
become a professional or public characte1· in aftel' life, this 

• 
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itineration was a most excellent school in which many lessons 
could be learned that would prove useful in after life. At 
this last school Daniel Kirkwood, Samuel's cousin, now the 
distinguished astronomer living in California, then two 
years his junior, was his pupil, and here he showed those 
habits of deep research, thorough study and intense applica
tion that afterwards made him the eminent scholar that 
he is. 

After finishing his teaching here his older brother Wal
lace, who had purchased a drug store at the corner of Penn
sylvania avenue and Eleventh street, in Washington, wanted 
him for a clerk, and here he remained two years or more and 
then returned home and· spent a winter in a school kept some 
three miles away, perfecting himself in his classical studies. 

While at school here he walked these three miles twice a 

day, n1aking a daily six-mile tramp in pursuit of knowledge. 
As indicating the power of the prejudice and tenacity of 

opinion and force of habit of these early Scotch Presby
terians, it is related that the two clerks of the church where 
the Kirkwoods attended, occupied a position in front of the 
pulpit facing the audience during the service, one of them 
read the psalms and hymns and the other named the tune 
and led the singing, and in these duties they alternated one 
with the other, and they had for a long time used a set of old 
church tunes that all in the congregation had become familiar 
with, and the older members had become attached to. But 
in the course of time a singing school was taught in the 
neighborhood, and some new tunes had been introduced and 
learned by the younger members of the congregation. One 
of the clerks was Wm. Coulson, a brother-in-law of the elder 
l{irkwood, and the other Wm. More Livingstone. The 
latter was in favor of singing some of the new tunes, in fact 
had taught them, and when it came his turn to lead he named 
them quite frequentl.r and they were sung. One good 
brother by the name of Tarbet, who was orthodox in all 
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points of faith, thinking the singing of these new tunes was 
sacrilege would not endure them, and left his seat in hot 
haste and went out of the church to get away from the sing
ing. The particular tune that was then being sung was after
wards, from this fact, na1ned ''Tar bet's Trot." Not long 
after this the horses of Jabez ICirkwood hitched to some 
trees in plain view from the pe,v be occupied were getting 
into some trouble with each other, and be seeing them in 
their dilemma during the singing of one of these new tunes 
rushed out of the church in haste to relieve the1n. The con
gregation, supposing that he was going out for the same 
reason that Brother Tarbet had, named that particular tune 

''Kirkwood's Canter." 
The father of Samuel was a man in good circumstances, 

",veil to do in the world" as the phrase goes, but he became 
surety for a friend, and as bondsman was called upon to 
make up a large deficit of his principal, and when this was 
done he had only his farm left. Hoping to regain bis for
tune on it in raising horses, he had made a good beginning at 
it when his horses were all carried off by disease. He then 
determined to sell and go West with the current then setting 

strongly in that direction. 
- In 1835, just after Samuel had attained his majority, he 
sold the farm and the family all went to Richland County, 
Ohio. The journey was made from Maryland to Ohio in a 
two-horse wagon, ,vhich contained all the ,vorldly goods of 
the family, and it was most of the way over the Great 
National Road, along which nearly the ,vhole trade of Balti
more and Philadelphia ,vas carried on, some in heavy, ,vidc
tired wagons drawn often by four, six and eight horses to a 
wagon, and ,vhen nearly every other house on the road was a 
tavern. It was quite the custom of travelers in those days 
to carry their provisions with them and do their cooking at 
the fire in the tavern kitchen, the men sleeping in their 
covered wagons and the ,vomen and children in the house. 

• 
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On getting up one morning it was found that all the n1oney 
belonging to the Kirkwood family was missing, it all being 
carried in a common purse. The consternation can better 
be imagined than described until after diligent search it was 
found in the bottom of the wagon. 

Here the father entered eighty acres of heavily timbered 
wild land, and John, one of the sons, bought at second hand 
160 acres more, on which a little clearing of about four acres 
had been made, and on which was a small log cabin, built in 
the rudest and most primitive style of round, unhewed logs 
with a p11ncheon roof, held on by weight poles~ and a rough 
puncheon floor; on the place was also a very rough primitive 
stable. Here in a contest with the primeval forests, endur
ing the hardships and inconveniences of pioneer life, recom
menced the struggle for subsistence and the regaining of a 
competency. This struggle was continued until sixty acres 
of the fa1m had been subdued and made tillable land. 

A.bout this time there was speculative mania all over the 
country for the· purchase of wild Western government land, 
which had been reduced in price from two dollars to one dol
lar and a quarter per acre, and so much was bought ihat, 
combining with other causes, a large surplus of money, 
amounting to over $70,000,000, had accumulated in the 
United States Treasury, and was afterward distribute(l among 
the several States. This speculative mania, with other causes, 
resulted in the financial crash of 1837, the most disastrous 
one that ever afflicted the country, one in which the banks 
all suspended specie payment, in which all business was 
paralyzed, and in which nearly every considerable debtor 
became a bankrupt. This brought about a state of affairs 
oppressive to almost every family in the country, and pecul
iarly so to one like the Kirkwood family, just commencing a 
new life 011 the wild frontier. But they manfully braved it 
all and success eventnall v crowned all their efforts . ., 

During all this time Samuel spent the winters in teaching 
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school, at which he got good wages a.ncl became the possessor of 
a little ready money. During one of these terms of school an 
incident occurred that is worth n1entioning here, as it illus
trates the fact that it is as important that a boy should learn his 
rights and hovv to maintain them as it is to learn the rules of 
grammar and arithmetic and how to apply them. He had 
for a pupil his brother's son William, and some of the boys . 
were in the habit of pitching on to him and abusing him 
without any provocation, anJ his uncle asked him one day if 
such was not the case, when he replied that it was, and he 
asked him why he did not clefend himself, and the boy 
replied that his father told him be must get along quietl)r at 
school and not get into any trouble with the boys. "Well,'' 
sajd his uncle, '' don't you let the boys abuse you again if 
you can help it. and as to your getting into trouble with 
them, I 'll give you a quarter apiece for each one you'll give 
u thrashing when they attack you." ,vithin a day or t,vo 
Will says one morning: '' Uncle Sam, yot1 owe me seventy
five cents; I gave three of the boys tt lickin' yesterday." 
" Well, " replied his uncle, " here is your money, but I think 
I 'll r escind the contract now." I t was he who afterwards, as 
a " boy in blue," and a lieutenant in the 14-th Iowa Infantry, 
and still later in the battle of Corinth, was employed by his 
other '' Uncle Sam" to punish some bad '' boys in gray," 
and he helped do a good job at it in the capture of Fort Don
elson. He received special mention from his colonel "for 
very valuable assistance iu forn1ing the line with his company 
in front of the enemies breast\vorks .. , 

While teaching school Samuel became well acquainted 
,with a Mr. Abram Arn1entrout, \vho was the assessor 
of Richland county, and in the year 1840 he wns 
employed by Mr. A. as his deputy assessor, and thir
teen townships of the county \vere assigned to bin1 as 
the scene of his labors, and all the personal property in these 
thirteen townships was assessed by him and the work "-as 
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done and the whole section traveled over on foot. For this 
service the deputy was allowed a dollar and a half a day, and 
this county school teacher undoubtedly thought that in get
ting such a job as this, at such a price in such pinching 
times, he was securing a small fortune, and such it was in 
those times. 

After closing up this work, Mr. Armentrout bought a 
store and a tavern stand, and engaged his deputy as his clerk 
to assist him in selling goods and '' keeping tavern." After 
spending a year in this business our subject began to think a 
wider field might be found in which he could better display 
his powers and accomplish more good for himself and the 
world at large than in subduing the forest and working a 
farm, teaching a county school or selling goods and helping 
keep tavern. 

, .. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Studies Law in j11ansjield-Assistant in County Clerk's Office-Is Ad
mitted lo the Bar-Opens an Office and Begins Practice-Forms a 
Partnership with His Old Preceptor-Prepares Cases for Trial
Cases all Well Prepared-Marries Jane Clark-Elected Prosecuting 
Attorney-Successfully Tries a Murder Case-Three Attorneys in the 
Case Become Cabinet Ministers-Fonns a Partnership with Barn
abas Burns-Farewell by the Bar of Richland County-Elected to 
the Constitutional Convention-Extracts from Speeches There. 

Bidding good-by to all preYious occupations, in the year 
1841, at the age of twenty-eight, be ,vent to Mansfield, and 
entering the office of Thomas W. Bartley commenced a two 
years' study of law. One of the questions that was puzzling 
him in the contemplation of these t,vo years' professional 
study was the obtaining of funds to pay his board bills and 
meet other necessary expenses during that term. At this 
time Dr- E. W. Lake, a personal friend and afterward a 
resident in Iowa City and Marion in this State, ,vas the clerk 
of the courts in Richland county, and not wishing to confine 
himself to official work in the office, young Barnabas Burns 
was his deputy, on whom most of the duties of the clerk 
devolved, and arrangements were soon made by which young 
Kirkwood got work enough writing in the clerk's office with 
the deputy to realize nearly money enough to n1cet bis nec
essary expenses. This was a most excellent opportunity, for, 
in addition to furnishing him means to pay his way, the work 
gave him an introduction to, and fan1iliarized him with, all 
the legal fortns in a law practice, and to the legal machinery 
by which the court ,vas run and. the law administered. No 
better avenue could have been opened to a young la,v student 
than this. 

Completing his law studies and ,., obtaining the necessary 

• 
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certificate from his preceptor, he \\'ent on horseback, in com
pany with Frank Barker, another la1v student, also on horse
back, from Mansfield to Cincinnati, a distance of 150 n1iles, , 
to be examined for admission to the Supreme Court. Re
turning, a full-fledged attorney, with his diploma in his 
pocket, he opened an office in Mansfield facing the public 
square, where, also facing the square, ,vas the office of 
his old preceptor in which he had spent the previous two 
years. 

After spending a few months in this office revie,ving his 
law studies and waiting for clients, his old [)receptor dropped 
in on him one day and asked him if he had made any arrange
n1ents to,vard forming a partnership. He replied he had not, 
but that he and Frank Barker had had son1e preliminary talk 
on the subject. ••Well," replied Mr. Bartley, "l have dis
solved 1vith my old partner and I have co1ne in to offer you 
his place." Here was son1ething better offered than sitting 
alone in an office and waiting for clients-it ,vas an invita
tion to an office and a practice where clients did not have to 
be waited for. The result of this intervie1v 11•as that a part
nership was then formed in which the new and young partner 
1vus to get one-half of the proceeds of the office. It was 
not "nominated in the bond" that the ne1v partner ,vas to do 
more than half the 1vork, but he had it to do nevertheless. 
Upon going hack into the old office. the young partner found 
that the papers in some t,vent)' cases had to be dra ,vn up and 
prepared for filing, to be ready for the next term of court, 
and some of the1n were very important ones, involving ripa
rian rights and dan1ages by the overflo11· of land in the erec
tion of mill dams. ancl he thought that an older and abler 
la,vyer than himself should prepare the pleadings ,vhicb wer./. 
then under the old common la ,v forn1s. Tb~ da)'S wore on, 
the older partner did not get at the1n and the younger one 
had to. When after all ,vere got ready by bin, they were 
placed on the senior's table to be examined, and there they 
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lay un<listurted an<l unexamined \Vhen the filing day arrived. 
In n state of nervon:-, indignation and <•xasperation they were 
taken hy the junior to the office an<l filed. Trepidation then 
began in the ruiud of the: j nn ior, lest sonlt> of the petitions 
(declarations they \Vere then cu llt•d) ::-houl<l he demurred out 
of court, and some important cnses have to go over or be dis
posed of to the disadvantage of clients. But the)· all "stood 
fire," and it was a happy tirnc for the junior when the last 
day of court arrived and he found hi~ ,vork all well done, 
The main work of trying these cases in court ,vas done, of 
course, by the senior member of tbc fir111. Ile had undoubt
edly learned that his former pupil could he trusted as a part
ner with the most in1portant ,,·ork thnt ca1ne into the office, 
as he had fully prepared himself tor that ,vork:. 

In the year 1811 there settlccl in Ohio, about six miles 
from Mansfield, Mr. Ichabod Clark, and here he reared a 
typical Ohio family of two sons and eight <laughters. John, 
the younger of the t"vo sons, studied lu \V in the office of Mr. 
Kirkwood, and afterwards becorniug n litigant in the office of 
n. country justice, went to Mansfielcl the <lny before the trial 
to get his former preceptor to help hiu1 in hjs cnse. ~Ir. K. 
spent the night before the trial at the hon1c and in the family 
of his client's father, and also the foll<l\ving one after the 
trial, and here he made the acquu-intnnce of loYely Jane 
Clark, his client's sister. That acquaintance ripene<l into 
love and culminated in their marriage, \Vhich took place on 
the· 27th day of December, 1843, and together they have 
since traveled the journey of life, she being all this time a 
model wife and he an exemplary busbnnd. 
, Mr. l{irkwood had been in practice hut n couple of years 
when he was elected prosecuting attorney of the county, and 
this put into his hands the preparation and tiral of one side 
of all the criminal cases in court, and during his term the 
first conviction in that county for murder in the first degree 
took place. It was a cuse of n1ore than usual interest, as the 

1 
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families of both the murderer and murdered man were 
wealthy antl influential and occupied prorr1inent positions in 
society. 

It was the tri~l of Robert Bowland for the murder of 
Frank ~arker. One thing that gave it a deep interest to 
the public prosecutor was the fact that the murdered man 
hag been a co-law student ,vith him, rode in company on 
horseback with him to Cincinnati to be examined for ad
mission to the Supreme Court, and afterwards contemplated 
forming a law partnership with him-and as a matter of 
course had been on very intimate terms with him. 

The parties were both young men, recently married and 
were brothers-in-law-Barker having married Bow land's sister. 

The attorneys were, in addition to Mr. K. as public 
prosecutor, a prosecuting attorney from an adjoining county 
and Judge Lane from Sandusky, who had hel(l a positi<,n on 
the Supreme Bench, on one side, and Thomas Ewing and 
Columbus Delano for the defense. Judge Lane was em
ployed by the father of Barker as assistant counsel, as it was 
thought that legal questions might arise during the trial, that 
he could better grapple with than younger lawyers, and that 
bis opini0ns would weigh more before the court t;ying the 
case than theirs. 

N earlj· a week was consumed in the trial of the case and 
when the testimony was all in, and the lawyers were ready 
to go to the jury, Mr. I{. in consultation asked Judge Lane 
what part he would like to take in the concluding part of the 
trial in addressing the jury. The Judge laughed and replied: 
'·You are perfectly competent to present this case as it should 
be presented in all its aspects to the jury; I have no reputa
tion to make in it, I was got here to help you out on legal 
questions and I will leave the case now in your hands." The 
assistant from the adjoining county made the first speech to 
the jury and Mr. Kirkwood the closing one. The result was 
a verdict of ''guilty.'' 

• 
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It is a notable fact that three of tho la"')•ers, Ewing, 
Delano and Kirk,vood, engaged in the trio! of this cause, 
afterwards became cabinet ministers, all being, Secretaries of 
the Interior, and when Mr. K. went to Washington 'to enter 
upon his duties in that office, he found the portraits of the 
men who had confronted him on this trial hanging on the 
walls of his office; their portraits being left there as is usual 
in all the departments. 

When Barnabas Burns had completed his term of office 
as Deputy Clerk, he entered the office of Bartley & Kirk
wood as a student at law; in due time ,vas adn1itted to prac
tice, and opened an office and went into practice in Mans
field. 

As time wore on the senior member of the firm of Bartley 
& Kirkwood, though not becoming any less a lawyer, was 
becoming more and more a politician, devolving more and 
more of the labors both of the office and the court room upon 
the junior, and the latter began to think another partnership 
desirable for the successful practice of the la"' business that 
was accumulating, with the perplexing problem of how to 
get rid of the old partner presenting itself. Fortunately Mr. 
Bartley 'ias an aspirant for the office of governor, but there 
were other aspirants whose chances were probably better than 
bis. The embryo firm of Kirk,vood & Burns proposed him 
for Supreme Judge, au office which the New Constitution 
provided shoulcl be filled b3• election by the people. They 
advocated and procured his non1inntion by the convention of 
his party and he ,vas triumphantl3• elected, made a most 
excellent judge, and left a vancancy in the law office which 
,vas filled by the old time Deputy Clerk, Barnabas Burns, as 
the junior member of the firm of I{irkwood & Burns. It is 
not often that a man is got out of another's wa3• by being 
invited to take a seat higher, where greater honors can be 
bestowed upon him, but this was a case of that kind. This 
partnership formed by the old Deput)' Clerk an<l bis subor-

• 
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dinate, continued till the latter left Ohio in 1855 for a per
manent residence in Iowa. 

The bar of Richland county, al\'vays a strong one, was 
particularly so at this time, containing among others such 
men as Bartley; Stewart, father in-law of John Sherman, who 
is now so widely and well known as one of our leading states
men; Newman; Ford, afterwards Lieut. Gov. with Salmon 
P. Chase for Gov.; Brinkerhoff & Geddes, both afterwards 
members of Congress, and others their compeers, and on the 
final departure to Iowa of so prominent a member of that bar 
as Mr. Kirkwood ha<l been, they tendered to him a hanquet, 
and in addition to the feast spread upon the table it was a 
''feast of reason and a flow of soul" where Mirth and Good 
Cheer reigned supreme, and at the close of which many a 
farewell band shake " 1as given, and a ''God speed yot1 on 
your way" was pronounced by all. 

In 1802 Ohio was admitted into the Union, and from 
that time till 1850 her constitution had remained unchanged. 
In the latter year a State Convention was held to revise and 
change that instrument. Of that body S. J. Kirkwood was 
chosen a member from Richland county. The history of that 
state for the forty-eight years preceding that convention had 
demonstrated the necessity of many changes and reforms in 
its fundamental law, especially on the subjects of Finance, 
Banking, Judicial Organization, Education, Corporations, 
Law Practice and other subjects. The consideration of and 
the debates upon the questions relating to these topics gave 
an opportunity for the display of the abilities, talents and 
sound judgment of the members of this body, and in most 
of them Mr. Kirkwood took a prominent part, and the im• 
}Jrcss of his opinions was stamped upon that constitution, 
which still remH.ins the fundamental liiw of the Buck-eye 
state. 

Ohio has always been rich in men of learning, talent and 
ability, and a heavy drain upon, and choice selection from 
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that class of her people w:1::, n1u<lc to coni:,titutc that conven
tion. It is doubtful whether she ever has, in her whole his
tory, called together an abler bod,y of men in an official 
capacity than this convention c1nbraced, and 1\-Ir. Kirkwood 
took a fair rank in it. On taking his seat he was made 
chairman of the committee on Privilege and Elections, and 
had a place on the comn1ittce on the Judiciary, one of the 
most important ones in that body, ,vhere he ,Yas intimately 
associated in his work with some of the ablest lawyers and 
jurists in the State, among ,vho1n ,vas the venerable Peter 
Hitchcock , who was for twenty-seven years on the Supreme 
Bench and J. R. Swan, author of Swan's Treatise, the most exten
sively used book by the whole Ohio Bar; Judge Mcl{ennon, 
of Belmont, H enry Stansberry and others of the prominent 

lawyers of the State. 
The convention met at the State Capitol, in Columbus, 

on the 6th <lay of l\ilay, 1850, and continued in session till 
the 8th day of July, when it adjourned to meet in Cincinnati 
on the first Monday of the following December. The reason 
for adjourning ,vas that the cholern had 1nade its appearance 
and was becoming epidemic in many parts of the State, some 
cases occurring in Columbus ,vhich had proved fatal. The 
convention met at the appointed time ancl place and finally 
adjourned on the 10th day of the follo,ving March, having 
been in session in all one hundred and thirty-five days. 

Below are given a fe,v extracts from some of the speeches 
made by Mr. ICirk\vood on some of the leading subjects dis
cussed in tbe convention. 

On the subject of Biennial Sessions of the legislature, ~Ir. 
Kirkwood said: 

"I had not intended to say a word on the question under considera
tion, and I ,vill say but fev.r. I shall vote in accordauce ,vith my own 
sentiments, and those ,vhom I represent in favor of biennial sessions. 
but before doing that I wish to al1ude briefly to some objections to 
that measure. 

''The gentleman from Hamilton has argued this question as if it 

. ' 
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were a question of government or no government, of order or anarchy. 
N o,v, sir, that is not the question at issue. I t is really a q 11estion as 
to ho"' often it is necessary and proper that the people shou!d gather 
together by their representatives to enact new, or to amend or 
repeal old la'A'S, 1vhethel' it is safer or better that this should be 

• done annually, or biennially. I apprehend that ,vhile our General 
Assembly is not in session we have a government- the law-making 
power is in the hands of the people where it is safe, or rather .perhaps 
is dormant ,vhere it cannot be used to their prejudice, but the Execu
tive and Judicial Departments are in full operation, extending by 
means of existing laws protection to the rights and interests of the 
people. It strikes me that there is a misconception on the part of 
some gentlemen who have argued this question, and ,vho seem to be 
i1npressed ,vith the idea that it is only during the sessions of the Gen
eral Assembly that the people possess any power. I think this is 
incorrect-the sovereignty- the la,v-making power is in the people at 
all times, except during those sessions. At these times it is in the 
hands of agents, and returns again to the people as soon as the agents 
cease to act. * * * I think, Mr. Chairma.n, that gentlemen who 
favor annual sessions are in error in drawing comparisons between 
our form of government and a monarchical one, in aid of their view 
of the question. With u s the so,ereignty is in tho people; in mon
archies it is in a. greater or less degree in the monarch. Now, sir, 
what department of go,"'ernment is it which, wherever it exists is 
always stealing or wresting to itself power from the sovereign? I 
answer the legislative or law-making power. In governments where 
this department does not exist, and the sovereignty is in the monarch, 
that monarch is a despot, and the people are slaYes. Under limited 
monarchies where this department. d1,es exist, it is the channel through 
,vhich power passes from the monarch, and a body between which and 
the ruonarch a struggle for power is continually going on; and hence 
the I.1iberals under a monarchical government are always in favor of 
frequent sessions of their legislature. But, sir, this is not the 1tate of 
affairs with us. Here the people are sovereign, and do we need a 
legislative body to carry on a continual war with our sovereign, to 
draw power from his hands? It is no Jess true, sir, in popular than in 
monarchical governments that the legislature is the channel through 
which power is drawn from the sovereign, it is with us the channel 
through which power is drawn from the people, and I wish to make it 
as narrow and open it as seldom as is consistent with safety. We are 
here to narrow that channel, and I hope, sir, to provide that it shall 
not be opened more frequently than once in two years." 

Upon the question of giving to the governor or with

holding from him the veto power, Mr. Kirkwood said: 
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"I am in favor of the old-fashioned veto, I always have been. I be-• 
lieve that experience has shown its utility both in state and national 
affairs, but I am satisfied that in this convention we cannot get it, and 
I make it a rule if I cannot get the best (whicb is alwa:ys preferable) to 
take the next best. This I find to be a very practicable and reasona
ble rule of action. I never wed myself so closely to my own opinions 
as to feel, if I cannot carry them that I ,vill go against everything else. 
It was with this consideration that I had hoped that this proposition 
coming from our friends on the other side (the Whigs) would have 
been accepted as a concession, I shall myself vote for it because cer
tainly to some extent lt will impose a restraint upon hasty legislation.'' 

In tho debate on the subject of Corporations occurs an 
episode in one of Mr. Kirkwood's speeches worthy a place 
here. He said: 

"l believe that there is at the foundation of political parties in the 
State and in our Union and among 'the rest of mankind,' a radical 
difference in principles, and that the names made use of to designate 
parties are not mere sounds meaning nothing. I believe that the 
term Democrat as adopted by the Democratic Party has a significancy 
as to principle, and does not merely mean a number of men coru
bined together for the purpose of getting office. I also believe that 
the term •Whig,' as applied to the Whig Party is intended to signify 
principles, and not merely to signify a body of men banded together 
merely to obtain place. This I believe-• if I dill not bolieve it parties 
would be, in my opinion, objects of scorn and detestation. No honest 
man would be a party man if there was no higher bond of union than 
spoils. Now I believe these differences arise from principle, and so 
believing I never can consent to abandon the position I hold as a mem
ber of my party, or the advocacy of its principles. Parties are 
founded on principles and the no-party man is a man without prin
ciples." 

On the question of taking private property for public 
use, or the use of corporations, Mr. l(irkwood advocated the 
right of all pe1·sons whose property had been taken to have 
their rights adjusted in the courts, and of having their claims 
determined by a jury in thoRe courts. 

On the proposition to excuse Quakers and others opposed 
to war from performing military duty, Mr. Kirkwood 
said: 

''The proposition is to exclude from doing military duty a certain 
portion of our citizens, that if hereafter the legislature should deem it 
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necessary to enact a law requiring that military drill and trainings be 
had, a certain portion of our citizens should be exempt from the opera
tion of that law. Now I would ask, why not make a general provision 
applicable to all laws that they shall be obligatory only on those who 
conscientiously believe them to be right, and that those who con
scientiously believe any law to be wrong, may disregard it. Why 
confine our action to one law and one class of people? I think my 
friend from J efferson \-Vill not endorse, on the part of the Quakers, 
this claim to be thus peculiarly favored. I believe there is a sect 
called the covenanters, who hold peculiar opinions in relation to civil 
government. They hold that all government that does not conform to 
the Bible is wrong. They are therefore conscientiously opposed to 
paying taxes for the support of our government, as in their opinion it 
does not co1ne up to their standard. Will gentlemen make a law 
declaring that these persons be exempt from taxation? Why not? If 
it is right in this case to make a constitutional provision exempting a 
certain class of men from bearing arms because they are conscien
tiously opposed to so doing, is it not equally right to make a provision 
exempting the class alluded to from paying taxes because they are 
conscientiously opposed to so doing ? Again, the Catholics deem it to 
be wrong, and think their rights are infringed upon when they are 
compelled to pay taxes for the support of common schools, to which 
they cannot conscientiously send their children. They would desire 
the portion of the common school fund they contribute applied to 
schools where their children could be educated in the same religious 
faith as themselves. Will gentlemen go to that length and make the 
distinctions in these cases as well as the one under consideration? If 
not-why not?'' 

Mr. Robertson, a member of the convention, said: 
"The argument of the gentleman from Richland (Mr. Kirkwood) 

against exempting any class from military duty ought to be conclu
sive. If we begin to make exceptions, there is no point where we can 
end. The very idea of exceptions destroys that equality that should 
prevail among all the citizens of the State." 

Upon the question of taxation the convention encoun
tered a difficulty that we have met with in this State, that of 
'' double taxation," and to meet and obviate the difficulty Mr. 
K. offered an amendment providing for '' the levying of taxes 
upon all residents of the State in proportion to the amount of 
property and assets owned by each, deducting therefrom the 
debts by him owing according to the value thereof;" and 
upon this he said: 
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'' My object is to tax every n1au for what he is ,vorth and not for 
what he merely bolds. For instance, if a man buys a farm of the value 
of, and for which he is to pay, ten thousand dollars, for '\>vhich he pays 
down five thousand, and continues to owe five thons~ncl on it, be ex
pects, in the course of years, b¥ bis own skill an,1 labor, to make the 
money out of the land to pay the balance. Under the present law he 
is taxed upon the whole ten thousand dollars. By ,vhat right is be so 
taxed? I desire, by this amendment, so to fix it that a man in future 
will be taxed upon property only to the extent of his own interest in 
it, and not upon all that he holds, ,vhether his o,vn or not. * * * 
The present law is unjust in its operations. It calls upon many men to 
pay taxes on more than they are worth. It brings in property for tax
ation twice oYer, once in the form of land and again in the form of 
notes given for its purchase. A farm sold for ten thousand dollars 
may readily be made to pay taxes upon fifteen, ten thousand upon the 
land and five thousand upon the mortgages. A sells a farm for ten 
thousand dollars, for which he receives five thousand in hand and 
notes for five thousand secured by mortgage on the farm. On this five 
thousand he is taxed, while B, to whom he sold the land, is taxed for 
the whole price of it, ten thousand dollars. '.rbis is ,vrong. I want to 
hear the views of gentlemen on this question.'' 

The question of the Reform of the La,v Practice in the 
courts, both civil and criminal, was before the convention, 
and on it Mr. K. said: 

"I object to the grand jury system on account of its expense. I 
would be glad to see all cases of assault and battery, petit larceny and 
other minor offences tba.t would go to the grand jury disposed of before 
a justice of the peace, and if the disposition of the case was wrong, it 
could be taken up on writ of error. It is not good policy to spend 
$200 in costs to protect an interest of six and one-fourth cents." 

At this time the •Democratic party with "\Vhich Mr. K. 
affiliated was, to quite an extent, in favor of an exclusive 
metallic currency, and opposed to the issue of paper money, 
and on this subject he was in accord ,vith his party, and in a 
considerable speech he advocated the exclusion of all bank 
notes from circulation under the deno1nination of twenty <lol-

~ 

lars. As this was soon after the discovery of gold in Cali-
fornia, it was argued that the inflnx of the precious metals_ 
from that section would be sufficient to superse<..le the use of 
bank paper and we would have a circulating mediun1 that 
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never would become depreciated in value, and would be the 
current coin of the ,vhole country. Mr. K., among other 
things, saicl: 

.. Sir, ,vbat clo the people ,vant'? Our friends here say they would 
have hard money. Well, I an1 agreed to that. I am a bard-moneyed 
1nan. and I belieYe that if this question could be fairly brought before 
the people they would also vote for it. But ,ve cannot get such ;1 

proposition through here. It is no,v well understood by this conven
tion that no hard money proposition ca.n be engrafied in the constitu
tion, and we may just as \\'E'll say it at one time as another, and kno,,,. 
ing this, do these F:Cntlen1en desire the old syste1n to go on? Do they 
dc~ire the convention to adjourn and say not a word about banking? 
\Vill they tbro,v the question back into the politics of the State just 
"·here it has been for the last eight or ten years? Will they let the leg
i~lal ure go on and charter bank after bank with the existing license of 
the systen1, and do nothing but"'ait for the 'good time coming, 1 and, in 
the mean tin1e, permit the same system of outrage and wrong under 
which we have suffered so much? If this be their policy, it is not 
u1ine. I an1 willing to go as far as any of these gentlemen to effect 
what \Ve all believe to be the best thing; but if that cannot be effected, 
I then desire to effect the ne:xt best thing, ancl this I apprehend to be 
the dictate of plain common sense. Admitting to be correct all these 
gentlemen clain1, admitting that within a few years such a change will 
ha Ye taken place in public opinion in this State as to render absolutely 
certain the Rttainment of a hard money currency, I have shown, and 
every gentleman must see that the attainment of this desirable end is 
not in any 111a.nner endangered or delayed by the adoption of the sec
tions I ha Ye off erecl; but let uA suppose for a moment that it is possiJ.le 
for these geutlemcn to be mistaken; that it is possible that they may 
not be iufa.llible; that it is possible that these gentlemen n1ay be igno
rant of tho future, although they kno"' so ,vell e,ery thing past and 
prc:-ont, and "·ha.t then '? Why this: that these gentlemen are about to 
fasten upon the people of this State for an indefinite periocl of ti1ne a 
sysleni of plunder and robbery against ,vbich they ba~e been strug
gling for yea1·s, a sJsteu1 that th<'se gentlemen and n1yself consider 
C'orrupt and demoralizing. and but little if any better than lcgalizPd 
sivindling. And are the gentlemen so s ur(' that lht>y prec·isely and e:<
a<.·t ly kuow· not \\'hat no,v is 01· ,vhat has been, lint "hat will be. that 
thi•y are "·illing to run the risk 't J\re they ,villing to stake t.his fearful 
rl•sult upon their infallihility ? If they are. I am not. I have a Yery 
high opinion of the ,visdom of thesr gentletueu. but they must- excu~e 
me fron1 plaC'ing in1pliC'it coofidenC'e on their fore-knowledge. 

·• Ko"·· 1 nffi1nl that the people d esire an1l expect of us that we 
1:1hnuld clo soruethiug "·ith the q1u•::tio u of the currency, although I can 

• 
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spea.k positively only of those who1n I represent. But I can say to my 
Whig friends here that I have not met a. single V\ihig in Richland 
county amongst the rank and file of the party but desired to ha,e some 
constitutional restriction on the power of the legislature to grant 
charters hereafter, and, moreover, I have never found a single indi
vidual in favor of the present banking system of the State, nor of leav
ing to the legislature unrestricted exercise of the same po,ver which 
they now have with reference to this matter. I have found some 
Whigs that are in favor of submitting the question of banks or no 
banks to the people, and, in case of their decision in favor of banks, to 
fall back upon a ne,v constitutional alternative. I have not seen so 
much as one man of either party but what was in favor of some con
stitutional action on this question, either a total prohibition of paper 
money, or some restriction upon the legislative power creating it. 
Then if we cannot obtain our preference, let us have the best practical 
thing we can get. Although we think we see 'a good day a-coming,' 
still we ought to guard as \\'ell as we can the interests of the people 
until it shall come. 

" I address myself to practical n1en on both sides of this chamber. 
Seeing that their extreme notions can not be adopted here, I ask them 
to come up and do what they can to remedy existing evils. I tell 
them that the people ask this at their bands, and that they will not be 
put off with an abstraction. 

"How would it look in me to go home and say to the people, 'your 
party had it in their power to save you from plunder, but they refused 
to do so because they thought that some ten years hence, perhaps, they 
could do it more effectually?' * * * I shall record my vote and 
raise my voice against the adjournment of this convention ,vithout 
some attempt to protect the people of Ohio from the system of bank 
plunder under which they have suffered so long and go grievously." 

A statement was made and a table of figures presented in 
which it was shown that the people of Ohio during the exist
ence of the old constitution bad lost $5,000,000 in deprecia
terl and worthless bank paper, and it was to prevent any 
such loss in future that ~Ir. Kirkwood would reform the 
banking system. It was not supposed at that time, nor even 
dreamed of by the most ardent advocate of a paper currency, 
that we could have such a sound circulating medium, baeked 
by the credit of the whole National Government, as we have 
in our National Bank notes, or, better still, in the '• Blessed 
Greenback." 

• 
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Had Mr. Kirl{wood been told at this time that he would 
one day be using paper money that was .. equal to or better 
than gold or silver, he would have thought that the man tell
ing it was the Prince of Lt1natics, and yet the Republican 
party has made this an accomplished fact. 

The capacity of our gold and silver mines to yield us 
their precious metals was both unknown and underestimated, 
and their products have since gone beyond all the anticipa
tions of that time. 

Upon the proposition to permit any one to plead his own 
case in a court of record, or employ any one else to do it for 
him, whether such person had been admitted to practice at 
the bar of that court or not, it being claimed by some that 
the Ia,vyers were a privileged class, and had a monopoly of 
this business, Mr. Kirk,vood said: 

'' When the people of Ohio sent us up here I suppose they had some 
definite object in view. '.fhey had been laboring under some incon
veniences grievous to be borne, and they sent us here to remove them. 
But I never heard any gentleman say here or elsewhere before that t.he 
evil here sought to be remedied was considered to be a Yery great evil 
by the people at large. I am sure that the mass of the people whom I 
represent here never thought of complaining that they had not the 
right to practice law. I desire to confine my action here to the 
removal of palpable existing e"ils, and I am satisfied that the farmers 
of Richland county do not ask for the privilege of leaving their farms 
and their plows and coming into our courts of justice to practice law. 
But \vhenever I can be convinced that I am mistaken in this, I will 
support this provision. 

'' We have, ho,vever, a fe,v men in our county ,vhose complaints I 
have heard upon this subject. And who are they? I have said they 
are not our farmers, neither are they our mechanics or ,vorking men. 
They t!o not belong to the classes that make up the strength of the 
country. But they are those men who are constantly prowling about 
our ju-tices' courts, fomenting quarrels and disputes among their 
neighbors and encouraging litigation. These are the only 1nf'n ,vhom 
I have heard con1plain of the exclusive privileges ,vhich belong to 
lawyers. " 

Nearly every proposition advocated by Mr. Kirkwood 
was engrafted upon this new constitution; it was adopted by 
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the people, and forty years' experience under it has demon
strated that the changes in it from the ol<l one were eminent!)' 
fit to be made, and that nuder it the State of Ohio bas 
enjoyed an unusual era of prosperity covering two-fifths of a 

century . 

• 
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CHAPTER III. 

Gold Discovc1·y in California-Golcl Hunters Cross Iowa-Afterwards 
Settle Here-Immigration o_f 1854, 5 and 6-Glowing Description 
of Iowa's Advantages-Dani Built in 1843 across the Iowa-Mill 
Resorted to by Pco1;le frorn a, Large Scope of Country -Mill Bought 
by Ezekiel Clark-Mr. Kirkwood Becomes Bis Partner-Farmer 
a11,d :ilft'.ller-Sells a Stranger Flour and Gets Bis Vote. 

The discovery of gold in California by Capt. Sutter in 
the year 1848, in unusual and unheard of quantities, set the 
western world ablaze with excitement, and a general rush 
,vas made for the golden field thus opened, and the route to 
that field taken by those who went thither from the west, as 
well as the eastern bank of the Mississippi lay across the 
then undeveloped state of lo"'1'a, and every ferry acro~s the 
great "Father of ,,, aters,, (he had not yet been spanned by 
a single bridge), was kept busy for several weeks, if not 
n1onths in the spring of the few years following the influence 
of the magnet attracting numerous ,vealth seekers to this 
golden discoYCrJ', in crossing teams ancl passengers on their 
way to this ne\v El<.lorado. 

As Io,va ,vith her then n1illions of acres of unbroken fer
tile prairie, J3y immediately in their way, and these gold 
seekers indnlged in the luxul")7

, if luxury it could be called 
of crossing them on foot or " ·ith slow-traveling ox and horse 
tean1s, they hacl an opportunity of sturlying this new country 
in all its favorable forms, and of learning all that conld he 
kno,vu of it. The knowledge thus ohtained left a most fav
orable i1npression upon all who crossed the state. ,,rhen 
the~e gold seekers, after making their "pile'' and returning 
to their old homes with it, sought ont a new place in "' hieh 
to build a home and invest that ''pile'' in it, their 
thoughts adverted to the new and undeveloped state of Iowa. 

~ 
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They had seen its broad 1:>rairies, ha<l traversed its fertile 
vales, climbed its grass-covered bills, 11assed through its beau
tiful groves, crossed its clear anc.l pebbly streams, and hither 
they came with their friends to whom they had imparted 

this kno,vledge. 
Another writer on this subject says: 

''In the year 1854 and 1855 tho str eam of emigration began to pour 
into Iowa from the eastern states to an extent that was astonishing 
and unprecedented. For miles aud miles, and day after day, the 
prairies of I llinois were lined with cattle aud "·agons pushing on 

toward Io,va." 

At Peoria one gentlemen say:,, that during a single nlonth 
seventeen h1.,1,nd1·ed a;nd fo'rty-three wagon~ hacl passed through 

that place and all for Io,va. 
The Chicago J>·ress says: 

''Most of the passenger trains came in last week with two locomo· 
t ives, and the reason of this great increase of power will be under· 
stood when it is known t.hat twelve thousand passengers arrived from 
the East by the Michigan Southern Railroad during the last week." 

The B urlington Teleg'raph says: 
"Twenty thousand emigrants hav(' passed througl1 the city within 

the last thirty days, and they are c;t.ill <'rossing it at the rate of six and 

seven hundred a day." 

These figures were furnished by the ferryman ,vho keeps 
a sort of running calendar, and the cditor of the .Dubuque 

Reporter writes: 
"Never before in the history of this northwestern region bas there 

been a more gratifying spectacle than that no"' presented to those 
who take an interest in its progress and welfa1·e. \ .,.iewing the almost 
countless throng of immigrants that cro" d out· streets, and learning 
that a similar scene is Yisible at e,ery other point of the 11ississippi 
border of Iowa, the spectator is led naturally tu inft:r tht1.t a general 
exodus is taking place in the eastern stales of the Union, as well as in 
those that a fe"' years ago " 'ere denominatc>d the "est. 

" Day by day the endless procession mo, es on-a n1ighty army of 
invasion which, \-Vere its objects other than peace aud a fraternal, cor· 
dial league with its predecessors, their joint aim to conquer this fair 
and alluring domain from the wild don1inio11 of nature, "'ould strike 
terror in the boldest hearts. They com e by hundreds and thousands, 
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from the hiJls and valleys of New England, bringing " ·ith them that 
same untiring, indomitable energy and perseverance, that hare 1nade 
their nati,~e states the admiration of the world, and whose influence 
is felt wherever enterprise has a votary or commerce spreads a sail; 
with intellects sharpened to the keenest edge, ancl brawny arms to 
execute the firm resolves of their iron will, and gathering fresh acces
sions as they s,vept across the intermediate country from the no less 
thrifty and hardy population of New York, Ohio and Indiana. Tarry
ing no longer among us than to select their future homes, away they 
hie to the capacious and inviting plains that spread themsel,es inter
minably, to yield almost ,vithout preparation their rich latent 
treasures. 

•· In reply to the question that 1nay be asked, to ,vhat is the high 
tide setting into Iowa to be ascribed? \Ve take it on ourselves to 
answer, that the unanimous consent of those who have investigated 
her claims, accords her a climate of unequaled salubrity, a soil of the 
most generous fertility, and a geographical position unsurpassed by 
that of any other \Vestern state; in a word, that naturally she contains 
,vithin her limits all the elements \Vhich properly availed of by man 
will secure his highest temporal prosperity and happiness. When ,ve 
take into account the central position of Io,va in the Union, and the 
fact of the rapid development of her resources, ,ve can easily believe 
that she is destined to become at no distant day all that the most san• 
guine hope for. Her salubrious climate, abundance of water, and 
fa,orable distribution of timber and mineral resources all contribute 
to give Io,va pre-eminence among the western states in the m inds of 
those ,vho are exchanging a residence in the east for one in the ,vest." 

In the van of this surging mass in 1848 there came to 
Iowa City as a permanent settler Hon. Ezekiel Clark, and 
later in 1855 came with it his brother-in-law, S. J. Kirk
wood. 

In the year 1843 the first dam was built acroi,s the lo\va 
River about a couple of miles northwe:it of Iowa City at a 
place now called Coralville. 

There was then no foreign capital to be got for such an 
enterprise, especially in a new frontier country as we were 
and none was available at home for investment in manufac
turing purposes of any kind. The records of our court soon 
after this date show that twenty-seven of the leading citizens 
of ou1· sparsley settled county went through bankruptcy. 
This is an index to the financial standing of our people at 
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that tin1e. But the people had to liYc, and a mill in which 
to grind their grain wus one of the necessities of that living. 
Heretofore the peo1,le of the "Old Capitol" countJ' bad to go 
a Jong distance into Illinois, or to a small mlll in J;)ubuque 
county to get their grinding done, where they had to wait 
long ,veary days for their "turn," in the mean time sleeping 
in their wagons, or in the mill, and a home mill became a 

great desideratum. 
To meet these wants a charter was granted by the legis

lature organizing the Iowa City Manufacturing Cou1panJ', 
with a capital of five thousand dollars, divided into shares of 
twenty-five dollars each. These shares were taken payable 
in all kinds of material that were the subject of barter in 
those days, such as flour, bacon, grain, team work, labor, 
groceries, store pay, etc.; one man subscribing four shares 
payable in shoemaking. But the dam, breasting the foam
ing, surging ,vuters of the boisterous river, "'as built and it 
was a happy tiine '111 he11 the follo,ving Nc,v Year's day was 
celebrated by a public banquet in the mill at which the 
viands were ''mush" "hoe cake" "corn JJone" '·Johnny ' ' ' . 
cake," ''brown bread" and other primitive dishes made froin 
meal ground in the ne,v mill, and a richer feast these ban
queters never sat down to. In building this dam but t,venty
five dollars vn cash was expended, and the dam ,vas 400 feet 

long and 10 feet high. 
It is not certain that any dividends ,vere ever pa.id on the 

capital stock of this company, the stockholders being content 
to derive their profits fron1 it in the decreased distance they 
had to travel and the redt1ced tin1e required in going to mill. 

Ezekiel Clark eventually beca1ne the purchaser of this 
mill, or the da1n and n1ill site, for the old n1ill bad been 
burner! do,vn, and on this sito be erected Hnotber. 

This 1nill was resorted to by peo1>le fron1 Fort Dodge, 
Marshalltown and that whole north,vestern country for the 
purpose of getting their grinding done, or for the purchase 

' 



Till;: LI-;:'E AND TI:\1ES OF SA:\IUEL J. KIRK,VOOD. 39 

of the flour they used, and the vicinity of the n1ill often 
looked like a camping ground, so thronged was it with teams 
,vaiting their turns to have their grists ground. 

In connection with and close to it, Mr. Clark owned a 
farm of 1,200 acres, and when Mr. Kirkwood came to Iowa 
in the spring of 1855 he became a joint owner of this farm 
and mill with Mr. Clark, and here from being a leading 
member of the bar in Richland County, Ohio, be became a 
full fledged Iowa n1iller and farmer, ,vearing the dusty coat 
of one and the soil-stained boots of the other, and if the sar
castic old adage is true, that "the dust from an honest m1ll
er's coat is a sure cure for sore eyes," lVIr. Kirkwood might 
have opened an eye infirmary in one corner of the mill and 
have done a thriving business in that line, but the grists of 
his customer8 took so much of his time that he could not 
look after their e.} esight. 

During the summer and winter of this year, bis time was 
spent looking after his farming and milling, leaving law and 
politics in abeyance. A new customer by the name of-
-- from Fort Dodge, then one of our outposts of settle-
, 

ment and civilization, came down to Muscatine for a supply 
of groceries, and on the way_ back stopped at the mill for a 
supply of flour, calculating that he wanted a certain quan
tity, but when the flour was put up, he found that he had 
not money enough to pay for it all, and told the miller he 
wot1ld have to take some of it back, when the miller says to 
him: 

"You have not got more flour than you want, have 

you1 '' 
'·No," he replied, "but there is more than I have money 

to pa}' for." 
" \,r ell," says the miller, ''you have come a long way to 

mill, and it takes you a great while to go and come, and you 
had better keep the flour and send the money for it when 
you can," and he did so. 
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When the trade was completed the miller asked him his 
name, which he gave, and then asked the miller for his, and 
got the reply, ''My name is Sam I{irk,vood." 

In after years, when this customer sa,v the name of S. J. 
Kirkwood on the Republican ticket for governor, he asked 
some of his neighbors if this S. J. Kirkwood was not ''8am 
Kirkwood the miller," at Iowa City, of whom he once 
bought some flour, and learning that they were the same, he 
cast his vote for him, though he was a Democrat, and ever 
afterward when he saw that name on the ticket he voted for 
''8am Kirkwood the miller." 

I 
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CHAPTER IV. 
Comp lexion of Political Parties-F actions-Mr . Grimes Nominated for 

Governor- Consults the Abolitionir.ts-Abolition Ticket Withdrawn
Mr. Grimes Canvasses the State- Call for a S tate Convention-Meet 
and Organize-Make-up of Convention-Mr. Kirkwood A ttends-I s 
Called Out and .il1akes a Speech-Elected to the S tate Senate-On Most 
lmportant Comm ittee-Introduces a Free Kansas Joint Resolution
Supports it in a Speech-Mr. Har lan Sent Back to the Senate After 
Being Sent Home-Change in Congressional Districts-Arkansas and 
New Hampshire Resolution::;. 

There are times in the history of our country when the 
great body of the people are nearly equally divided on a 
clear and distinct line of public policy, and two sides are 
taken on a single clear, distinct and well-defined principle, or 
set of principles, and these principles are enunciated in a 
platform, sometimes composed 0£ a single plank, but more 
frequently of several. On the other hand, there are times 
when the body politic seems cut up into factions, and there 
are squads of all shades of political complexions, and the 
people are divided up on various and diverse principles and 
projects. 

The first instance of the former state of affairs was in the 
later colonial times, and during the revolut ionary period of 
1776, when the parties were divided into Whigs and Tories, 
and the political platform of the former was the immortal 
Declaration of Independence, the most clean-cut political 
document ever penned. 

An instance· of the other state of affairs was in 1824-, 
when there were four presidential candidates in the field, and 
all claimed to be Democrats. 

The most notable state of affairs of this latter class was 
about the year 1854 to 1856. The old Whig party was then 
fast integrating, and had become divided into " Woolly 
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Hea<l::; '' (nnti-!'-laYery) and "Sil \'l'l' G 1•p_r:, •• (pro-::;lavery). 
The De111ocrats wer~ Ji vidcd into "F'rcL· Soilers" and --Hun
kers," the latter slavery }Jropngnndi~t~ and the former slaYel')' 
restrictionists. There \Yas also a faction of · them culled 
'' Barnburoers,,, \Yho ~vonltl pnrify the party as the Dutch
n1an got rid of rats, by sn1uking 1 hcn1 nut and, in the process, 
burning up his barn. ,,re had the '' Ohl Aholitionists '' and 
the new-fangled party styled .. Kno,v Nothings," nnLl there 
was a sn1all party called ~- National R(~foru1ers, '' sometin1es 
called the '' Vote Yourself n F:n·n1" pnrt.}', because their 

ahnost single principle bas 1!iY<'n birth to, and been crystal
ized in our, ·'1)rc-en1ption, '' ·• ho1uestcad '' and '' tiu1bcr 
culture'' lu,vs, relating to the t4Cttl<.'llll'nt of onr public don1ain. 

The last State Whig conYention " 'us held in the :rear 1854, 
when Jume:s ,,r. Griu1es ,, a-::, the non1incc of the ''' hig party 

for Governor. A State eonvcntion of Aholitionists bud been 
held the sume year, und a fnll tick<.•t hnd hc('ll nominated b)~ 
then1, and though this party " ·ns btnall an{l ft::,v in nu1nher::;, 

they held the buluncc of po,ver, a1Hl it "·ns pretty certain that 
with three tickets in the field tbe l)c1nocrats ,v-ould win. 
Under this state of affairs l\lr. Grime:; vi-..ited Dr. Shedd and 
the leading Abolitionists in their Rtronghold at Denmark, in 
Lee county, told the111 privatel}, l>nt fully and frankl)1

, what 
his position an<l principles "'ere on qne-;tions dividing the 
parties, and stat ed if these ,verc ::;utisfnctory to then1, and if 
they would withdraw their ticket -frotu the field, ho would mnke 
a canvass of the Staie nnd endcu,·or to ho elected, othcr",i,::;e 
he would return to Burlington, devote hin1self to his hi,v 
practice, and leave the political ca.uvn~~ to take care of it:.:-elf. 

The Abolition ticket ~vns ,vithdrn,vn. l\tlr. GrinH.'S 
opened a vi~orous personnl canyass, cro:ssc(l the State fron1 
Burlington to Council Bluffs, speaking to lnrge nudiences in 
:ill the in1portant towns; thcn<'e U<'ro::-.:s the State again by 
,vuy of Des MviI\es io Dubuque, intending to retu1·n home by 
way of the river oo\-:ntie1:>, visiting on his \ray some of the 
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large towns in the more inland counties. But his voice had 
become so worn-out by his much speaking that he went 
directly home from Dubuque, stopping only at the large 
to\vns on the river. At this time there was not a mile of 
railroad in the State, nor were many of our streams bridged, 
and some of our sloughs were almost impassable, and travel
ing was slow, tedious, wearisome and vexatious. But the 
work was done, and the result was that he was triumphantly 
elected by over two thousand majority. 

This coalition was the funeral knell of both the Whig 
and Abolition parties in Iowa, as they were never heard of 
afterward. 

The Whig party, however, left to the State a dying 
legacy in the nomination by the Whig members of the Gen
eral Assembly the next winter, who resolved themselves into 
tl self-constituted State convention, of a State ticket that was 
vote<l for and elected the next April, after being endorsed by 
the l{now-N othings in State Council assembled. 

But all political 1>arties in the State except the Demo
cratic ,vere thi~ year in a state of '' innocuous desuetude," 
and became wholly disbanded. 

On the third day of the following January there ap
peared in public print, where or by whom written it would 
now be difficult to ascertain, the following notice: 

TO THE CITIZENS OF IOWA : 

Believing that a large majority of the citizens of Iowa are opposed 
to the political principles of the present Administration, and to the in
troduction of slavery into territory now free, and that made free by the 
compromises of 1820, and that the party styling itself the "Democratic 
Party" are striving to make slavery a great national institution, con
trary to the principles laid down in the Declaration of Independence 
and the Constitution as taught by the fathers of the Republic. We 
would call upon all such free citizens to meet in convention at Iowa 
City, on the 22d day of February, for the purpose of organizing a 
Republican party, to make common cause with asimilar party already 
formed in several other of the States of the Union. 

January 3, 1856. MANY CITIZENS. 

-
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This ,vas the conception of the Republican party in Iowa. 
Its birth took place on the 22cl of the follo,ving month, when 
it was baptized and christcnl'J. Behind this call was no 
"central committee," no organization, no ' associition, no 
club, nobody with any official a,1thority to issue it; but as 
soon as it met the public eye it ,vent over the State like a 
prairie fire before a driving wind. The public mind ,vas 
ripe for something better in the shape of a political organi
zation than any that then existed. The '' Many Citizens" 
and their frien<ls carne together. They met as "Abolition
ists" "Free Soilers '' "Whicrs" '1 Know Nothin<YS" "Nat-1 l t,! o, 
uralizecl Foreigners,'' •• Disgusted Den1ocrats, '' and '' the 
rest of mankind OJ)posed to slavery extension;" but they all 
went home as "Republicans," Vl7ith one creed, one confession, 
one covenant and one ba11tism. There ,vas a spontaneous 
uprising of the people, an,\ that uprising cuhninaied in the 
organization of the Republican party. Never ,vas field more 
ripe for tbe harvest than ,vas Io,va then for the gathering 
together and the uniting of the hosts of her people in oppo
sition to the encroachments of the slave power. 

The venerable Philip Viele was made president of the 
convention, and among its members v.'ere such men as Price, 
of Scott; Grinnell, of Powesheik; Judge Hubbard, of Linn; 
Nourse and McCrary, of Van Buren; Finlcbine and Kirk
wood, of Johnson. But it is invidious to make separate 
mention, when all ,vere able and sound . 

1'he late Alfred Sanders, then the able editor of the 
Davenport Gazette, and one of its members said of it: 

''It ,vas much the largest convention that ever assembled in the 
State of lo\va. Men were there as delegates from Dallas1 Cerro Gordo 
and other far.distant counties, many of the1n having traveled from 100 
to 150 miles. The grea.test enthusiasm marked the proceedings, and 
the utmost unanimity prevailed upon the great question for which we 
had all assembled. Scores of speeches ,vere made, all pointing to the 
great issue, and every one of them marked by ability. Men accns• 
tamed to attend political gatherings, and "'ho had assembled in con• 
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ventions in Eastern States, remarked that they had never ,vitnessed 
such a manifestation of talent. During the afternoon and evening one 
after another took the floor in favor of the limitation of slave territory, 
sundered the ties that bound him to his old party, and gave in his alle
giance to the Republican party. It 1'1 as an exp~rience meeting, and 
men in the candor of their hearts briefly, tersely told of their bitter 
experience in the schools of the old parties. The happiest feeling pre
"\"ailed, and men f~lt as though they had indAed assembled for a great 
and noble purl'ose, and that their constitneuts who had entrusted to 
them a question of such vital importance expected of them that they 
would do their work satisfactorily. 

It was done satisfactorily. A platfor1n was constructed upon which 
every1nan opposed to the encroachments of slavery upon free territory 
could stand.'' 

Jacob Butler, after~vards Speaker in the General Assen1-
bly and Attorney-General of the State, a delegate from Mus
catine county, being one of the most enthusiastic among the 
members, after the unanimous adoption of the platform, 
j umpe~ on to his clesk swinging his hat, when he shouted, 
" Mr. President, I am now like Simeon of old-' Mine oyes 
have seen the salvation of the Lord; now let thou thy servant 
depart in peace.'" His ,vas but the expression of joy felt by 
a great many others. 

This convention ,vas not called as a mass or delegate 
meeting, and some came simply as citizens of the State, and 
some as delegates from counties; but it was finally resolved 
into a delegate body, each county being entitled to a specified 
number of votes. It met in the morning and the formal 
business was completed soon after dinner. The committee 
on platform was sent out, and so many diverse opinions and 
interests were represented that ha<l to be compromised and 
harmonized, that the committee ,vere out not only a good 
part of the afternoon, but till late in the night, and the time 
of the convention was in the mean time spent in listening to 
l;peeches from various persons as the spirit moved them or 
as they were cal lecl out. 

The firm of Clark & Kirk,vood, in addition to the farm 
and mill at Coralville, two miles up the river, had a store in 
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the city, and while Mr. l{irk"'•ood superintended the farm 
and mill Mr. Clark took charge of the store. 

In tho afternoon of the day on ,vhich the convention was 
held Mr. Clark 1,vent up to the mill and asked ~Ir. IC. if he 
,vas not going do'\vn to it, when ~Ir. IC. replied that ~, the 
men1bers were all strangers to him, and, hesi<les, there was 
so much to do in the mill he could not ,vcll leave." Mr. C. 
answered: '' There are one or two of your old Ohio friends 
there that would like to see you;'' ,vhercupon Mr. K. came 
down and spent the remainder of the daJ' an<l evening in the 
meeting. There were several of iir. K. 's neighbors, the 
writer among them, who were desirous of hearing him on 
the political questions of the day, and about half a dozen of 
them determined to take different positions in the crowd, for 
the room was full, and as soon as one culled for him the others 
were to repeat the call till he r esponded. While the call vvas 
being made, as he ,vas a stranger a,mong the1n, loud whispers of, 
"Who's Kirkwood ? Who's Kirli.'\Voocl r~ ,vere heard around 
the room, one of the inquirers asking, in a louder voice than 
the others, and more earnestlr, "Who in h-1 is Kirkwood?'' 

To these repeated calls Mr. IC. came forward and, among 
other things, said that '' he had al ways been a Democrat; 

, had voted for Franklin Pierce, but that he had left the Dem-

, 

ocratic party, or rather the Democratic party had left him; 
they had deserted their for1ner principles; that he could not 
now affiliate with them; that he did not know whether the 
party now to be formed by this n1eeting ,vould be one that 
he could unite and work with. '' But be talked long enough 
and strong enough to show that hf' was in harn1on)' with the 
leading thought that inspired the convention, a.nd he was 
enrolled a member and placed on a comn1ittee to prepare an 
address to the people of the State, having for his associates 
in that work J. B. Grinnell, H. ,, .... Lathrop, A. Sanders, 
J. B . Howell, vVilliam M. Stone, Hiram Price, J. A. Parvin 
and L. A. Thomas. 
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This was Mr. ICirl{wood's first introduction to the politi
cians and people of Iowa, and the question, "Who's Kirk, 
wood?" is not whispered into any one's ears to-day, for the 
answer to it is inscrihed on the brightest pages of the State's 
history. 

The following sum1ner Mr. Kirkwood was nominated for 
and elected to the Senate by the Republicans of J obnson and 
Io,va counties over his Democratic competitor, J. D. Temp
lin, by a good majority. 

One of the arguments made use of by his opponent to 
get the support of the voters of Iowa county was that Mr. 
Kirkwood was the owner of, and was supporting, a dam 
across the Iowa river, in Johnson county, that prevented the 
large fish from ascending it, and if he (Templin) should be 
elected, he would have a law passed so that the fish should 
not be obstructed in their ascent, and when the voters in Iowa 
county wanted to catch some large ones they would not have 
to travel twenty or thirty miles to the foot of Kirkwood's 
dam to do it. This is the first instance on record of a politi
cian trying to buy votes with fresh fish, and those fish 
running at large in the Iowa river. 

At this time the country was aroused on the subject of 
the encroachments of slavery into free territory in the settle
ment of the new territories of Kansas and Nebraska, and 

• 

Governor Grimes, in the month of July of this year, in call-
ing an extra session of the legislature to take action on the grant 
of land by Congress for the construction of railroads across the 
State, among other topics alluded to in his message, says: 

'· Concurring in the general desire that your session may be short, 
and that your time may be occupied solely by matters relating to the 
State, I do not deem it proper to call your attention at length to the 
deplorable condition of affairs in Kansas and a t our National Capital. 
I t would be an error t o suppose that my failure to do so is attributed 
to any \Vant of sympathy ,vith the patriotic and devoted men who are 
struggling for the right of free speech, free labor, free soil and a free 
press in that territory and in the councils of the nation.'1 

• 
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In his message to the legislature, in December, Governor 
Grimes refers to the s,1bject again, hut in connection with 
the treatment, by border ruffians from Missouri, of citizens 
of Iowa, who had settled in Kansas. · 

On the first day of December, 1856, Mr. Kirkwood took 
his seat as a member of the State Senate. This body at this, 
the last session held under the old constitution, and the last 
regular one held at Io,va Citj·, consisted of thirty-three mem
bers. Mr. K. had a place on three com1nittees, they being 
those on Public Buildings, Railroa<ls and Federal Relations, 
being chairman· of the latter; and, from a partizan stand
point, this was the most important committee appointed, as 
to it would be referred all the matters relating to questions 
on the most important and exciting topics of the time, the 
relation of the States to each other, and to the General Gov
ernment on the question of slavery extension an<l slavery 

restriction. 
As indicating the interest manifested on this subject at 

the time it may be stated that the second bill introduced in 
the house at this session was a 

JOINT RESOLUTION 

entitled, Instructions to Our Senators and Representatives 
in Congress in Relation to Slavery and the Admission of 
Kansas into the Union. 

WHEREAS, Under the Constitution of the United States, Freedom is 
national and Slavery sectional, and believing that the peace, welfare 
and honor of the country imperatively require that our National 
domain shall be preserved Free, Free Homes, for Free Men; and be
lieving it to have been the settled policy of our Fathers dictated by 
reason and exalted patriotism, to prohibit the extension of Slavery and 
make Freedom the law of our National Progress. Therefore be it 

Resolved by the General Assembly of the Stette of Iowa, That we are 
unqualifiedly opposed to the extension of Slavery within the jurisdic
tion or by the s·anction of the General Government, and insist that 
Congress shall exert all constitutional po,ver to preserve our National 
Territory F1ee. 

Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be instructed, and our 
Representatives be requested to exert their influence and vote for the 

• 
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admission of Kansas into the Union as a Free State, and to oppose its 
admission with a constitution establishing or tolerating Slavery. 

Resolved, That the Governor be and is hereby requested to transmit 
a copy of the above preamble and resolutions to each of our Senators 
and Representatives in Congress. 

Mr. Brigham, on the Democratic side of the Senate, 
offered the follo\ving substitute for the joint resolution: 

Resolved, That it is the imperative duty of the General Government 
to protect all actual residents in the respective Territories of the 
United States, and all persons seeking homes there, in the full and free 
enjoyments of all legal and constitutional rights of person and 
property. 

Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be instructed, and our 
Representatives respectfully requested, to use all constitutional means 
in their power to cause an immediate repeal of all laws of the Terri
tory of Kansas which unreasonably abridge the right of suffrage, 
require extraordinary test oaths .as a qualification for civil or political 
office, and are incompatible with the rights of free speech and a free 
press. 

Resolved, That while \Ve entertain and express the confident hope, 
that the peoplo of Kansas will at a proper time, organize and adopt 
for her government a constitution prohibiting the institution of 
domestic Slavery, we still recognize their right to determine and man
age their o,vn domestic institutions in their own way, and be admitted 
as one of the States of this Union, 

Provided, Her constitution and form of government be republican. 

Mr. Kirkwood offered the following amendment to this 
Democratic substitute: 

To insert after the words "their own way" and before the words 
"and be admitted the following," 

Providecl, '.fhat the power of the people who may settle in our Ter
ritories, to establish therein the systems of human slavery or poly
gamy, is not essential to the free enjoyment of all the rights of self-
government. • 

The writer hereof who was then a correspondent for a Chi
cago paper, but did not have a seat in the ''reporter's gal
lery," for the Senate Chamber of that time had none, but 
had a seat alongside of an honorable Senator, then wrote: 

''Never have we seen more consternation in a friendly circle than 
! his created among the dozen Democrats in the Senate. Had a born b 
shell burst among them, they could not ha~e been more disconcerted. 
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Here was a dilemma, they must. either ,·ote for polygau1y and slaYery, 
or vote against them, they could not ri<le the non-intervention hobby 
and say to slavery, 'we neither love nor hate you, go ,vhere you please, 
and to polygamy you may do the same.' 

"A motion was made by 11r. Thurston to strike out pol~•gamy from 

the substitute, but it was voted down. 
"In introducing his amendment Mr. Kirkwood made decidedly the 

best speech that bas been deli,ered this session. He is the Ajax of the 
Senate, at least a head an<l shoulders above all his compeers. 

"He said he was opposed to generalities, and "'ould come to the 
question at once. He ,vas in favor of the principle of self-government, 
but the right of self-government does not imply the right, authority or 
power to take a,vay any of the natural rights of others. If the 
Democratic doctrines of to-day are right, ,,,e present to the countries 
of Europe the sad spectacle that our General Government looks with 
eqnal approbation on freedom and slavery, and has not the power, or 
at best the independence to choose bet,veeu the two. If our country 
bas the power and right to acquire free territory, it has the po,ver and 
right to keep it free. We got Utah and Ne\V I\lexico free; not a slave 
breathed on the soil of either. and yet ,ve are told by the Democratic 
party, that we have no po,ver to keep them free. I have been a long 
time a Democrat, I ,oted for Franklin Pierce, but I do not now be
lieve this to be sound Democratic doctrine ancl never did ,vbile acting 
with that party. Before the final vote ,vas taken the Senate ad
journed, which gave the Democrats a breathing spell in which to 
recover from their consternation." 

In a subsequent letter the same writer says: 

"The debate on the Kansas resolutions closed to-day. It has taken 
a very wide range, and the questions involved were ably discussed on 
both sides. Among the best speeches ,vas that made by l\,lr. McPher
son of Warren county. Hailing from a senatorial district of new 
counties on the •J\,lissouri slope,' he ,yas at first. thought to be a kind 
of 'linsey ,voolsey' Senator from t.he "ild frontier, but that impression 
i~ now ,vholly dissipated. Ile is but thirts years of age and though a 
North Carolinian by birth, he is one of the soundest Republica,us on 
the floor of the Senate. 

• ' 1'fhat. part of 1\-lr. Kirk\vood's anH•ndment relating to polygamy 
elicited a warm debate and the 'latter day saints' h:id their doctrine 
closely analyzed an<l roughly handled. 

"Mr. l{irk"rood said t.hat progress ,vas the ,valch-,vord of the Demo-
cratic party. He traced the history of legishttion in regard to the 
territories down to the year 1852, and clen1oostrated the fact that Con
gress had, ti11 t.bat time, recognized and exrrciscd the, power of repeal
ing all such laws passed by the territorial legislatures as they pleased. 



I 

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF SA~IUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 51 

The doctrine of squatter sovereignty in the territories was 'Demo
C'ratic progress' in politics, and the doctrine of polygamy which \Vas 
preached by Joseph Smith and is no,v promulgated by Brighan1 
Young, and p racticed by the settlers of Utah. is the corresponding 
'progress' in theology. 

" Mr. Test said it could not be proved that polygamy existed in 
Utah. The Mortnons wrre married to but one ,vife, they were sealed 
to the others, and those to whom they were sealed ,vere not their legal 
wives. 

''Mr. Kirkwood replied that all our commentators on common law 
called marriage a domestic institution. Polygamy is marriage, there
fore polygamy is a domestic institution. He read from an official 
report made to the President of the United States by certain terri
torial officers of Utah, showing that polygamy ,vas boldly and openly 
practiced there, and recognized as one of their institutions by the citi
zens of that Territory, and if the Democratic members were in fa\"or 
of permitting the people of Utah to cherish this as one of their insti
tutions, and come into the Union with it, hewanted them to say so on 
the record, and if not he wanted their negation equally on the record. 
This is soon to become a practical question, and as it is one in ,vhich 
Iowa is interested, our Senators in Congress should be instructed in 
relation to it. I t ,vas in a fair way to become as much of an institu
tion as slavery. It was growing up in the same ,vay. Slavery was 
not recognized by law when introduced into the country. At first it 
was looked upon with apprehension, then tolerated, and finally 
established and protected by law, till in so1ue parts of the country it 
had become inter,voven with the whole net ,vork of society. Just so 
it is with polygamy, and \Ve should embrace the first opportunity to 
check i t. 

" Upon a joint resolution instructing our Senators and request
ing onr Representatives in Congress to vote against the alteration of 
our naturalization la.,,vs, and for the passage of a law prevent
ing the importation by foreign governments of felons and paupers, 
Mr. Kirkwood said he was in favor of the r esolution presented, 
but he wished something further. It is well kno.,,vn that in some 
localities a large number of fraudulent naturalization papers had been 
issued on election day, or a, short time before, and those to ,vho1u they 
had been issued voted at some of the late State elections. The i u vesti
gatiou in the late contested election case in Philadelphia, showed that 
1nany of those papers had been thro,vn into the houses, and clandes
tinely placed in the pockets of those who were not voters; that these 
had been used by those to whom they had been thus given, and he was 
in favor of having something done to put a stop to such operations 
and punish those engaged in them. 

" Mr. Trimble thought the passage of these ~esolutions at this time 

, 
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would not affect our Representatives now either one way or the other. 
T,vo years ago it 1night have done soinethiug for then1. There were 
many Lben who had great fears of the influence of Dutch Krout, Irish 
,:vhiskey and the Pope of Rome, but no,v that st,orm at ooe time so 
threatening had passed a,vay, and had been succeeded by.a calm. On 
t,he floor of the Senate there wa.s but one ,vho had remained firm in 
his first love. The principles e1nbraced in the resolutions he had ever 
cherished aud advocated. 

"l\.ir. Foster inquired who had left their first love. He knew of 
none who had gone further astray than Democratic Senators. 'fhey 
had left their first love in deserting the principles of Jeffersoo. Cer
tainly the Democratic Senator from Marion (l'Y!r. Neal) had left his 
first love in voting for Hale for president in 1852 and for Buchanan 

DO\\' . 

''Mr. Test said he did not kao,v where the Republican party ,vas on 
this question. It ,vas made up of the fragments of the Kuo,v Nothing 

party. 
"J\'Ir. Carter inquired \\1 hy the Senator from DaYis (Mr, Trimble) 

,vas elected in a county \\'here theKno,v .Kotbings ,vere once largely 
iu the ascendency, if the Republicans had absorbed that party. 

'•Mr. Brigham said the records of the election in Pennsylvania 
showed that Senators ,vere in a party ,vbich had affiliated ,vith the 
Know N othiugs. The Democratic party bad ahvays stood by the 
oppressed, and be hoped they always ,vould. 

"Mr. Jenkins said he was glad to sec Senators in such good humor; 
,vhen the Kansas resolutions ,vere under consideration some of them 
,vere restive. Can they now be strangers to the fact that during the 
Presidential contest, the Democra,tic papers complimented the Ameri
can party and its candidates in the most honied "'ords? Why the 
change? When this American party promised to become a formida
ble rival it ,vas called by the bard names "Dark Lanternites, ,, "Hin
doos, 11 etc. Wba.t are no,v callerl by them the "patriotic Whigs,'

1 

were once stigmatized by them as the worst enemies of their country. 
When the charge was made that the Republicans bad absorbed the old 
Kno,v Nothing party, be would ta.ke them to bis county where a 
prominent De1nocrat bad sa.id •be hoped he ,vonld be able soon to find 
a member of the Den1ocratic party that bad not been a member of a 
Kno,v Nothing council.' 

"Mr. McPherson said he had never been a Kuo"' Nothing, be did 
not wish to abridge the period of naturalization, but he ~•onld punish 
the frauds io. issuing false papers. 

"The bill appropriating $100,000 for the building for the Insaue 
Asylum being nuder consideration, fvlr Kirkwood said he should sup
port the bill from economical cousideratiuns, and t be duties "ce owe to 

'tbe unfortunate insa.ne of the State, Those for \\' bom this building is 

• 
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to be erected need prompt and efficient attention, and the longer means 
are delayed for their benefit so murh more is the prospect of their 
recovery lessened. If this building is not soon put up, our insane, when 
they become maniacs, will have to be shut up in our jails, where they 
cannot recei"\'"e the attention their case de1nands, and ,vhere their con
dition is becoming more and more hopeless.'' 

It was during the session of this General Assembly that· 
Mr. Harlan was ousted from his seat in the United States 
Senate, and the correspondent writing upon this subject 
says: 

'·The ousting of Mr. Harlan from his seat in the United States 
Senate, will devolve upon this Legislature the duty of filling the 
vacancy. He will be re-elected by the unanimous vote of his party. 
1'here are few men in the State that have a stronger hold on the aff ec
tions of the people of the State than he. In the spring of 1847 they 
elected him to the office of Superintendent of Public Instruction. He 
entered upon the discharge of the duties of the office and " 'as ousted 
from it on account of some informalities in the law providing for his 
election. At the succeeding election he was a candidate, and claimed 
to have been elected, but \Vas again cheated out of it by a maneuver 
iu canvassing the votes. His friends wishing to show the conticlence 
they reposed in him, presented his name as a candidate for Governor 
at the next gubernatorial convention, where he received the nomina
tion ,vithout opposition; but during the canvass it ,vas ascertained that if 
elected be ,vould not have reached the age required by the Constitu
tion, and, therefore, he declined the nomination." 

Three days later this correspondent writes: 
•·This is one of the proudest days in the political history of our 

State. She has to-day given the revolutionary and disorganizing 
clique which claims to be the Democratic party, one of the most signal 
rebukes ever administered. By a vote of sixty-three to thirty-six, the 
joint convention of the two houses re-elected Hon. Jas. Harlan to the 
United States Senate. 

' 'It has become the custom of political parties of all con1plexions 
to caucus for all candidates for all offices, and on ::+11 occasions, but 
so clear was tho indication of the popular will in this instance, that 
the Republican members went into the joint convention without even 
the least consultation, and cast their undivided vote for Mr. Harlan. 
] 'he unanimity with which this choice has been made, is no less 
re1narkable than the dispatch with ,vhich Mr. Harlan has been 
rl•turned. Last Monday the vote for his expulsion from the United 
States Senate was taken and ,vithin 6,·e days from that time, he has 
returned to his constituents, and is again on his return to Washington 

• 
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with his credentials in his pocket. Mr. Harlan arrived here yesterday 
and this evening addressed a meeting of the citizens and members of 
the Legislature, held in the Senate Chamber. 

"He reYiewed the µistory of his case from its very inception, n:;iade 
a clear analysis of each eYent connected ,vith it, and made some of the 
Democrats, who t,vo years ago participated in the disgraceful scenes 
of that period, so ashamed of themselves that it will be with difficulty 
they can by any means sufficiently expiate their shame. He told them 
that their own political friends at Washington had denounced in the 
harshest language their disorganizing schemes to prevent an election 
two years ago. He told the Democratic members of the present legis
lature that it was in obedience to their express dictation, that Senator 
Jones had called up the protest against his (Harlan 's) holding his seat, 
and had passed it to final action. He ga,e bis auditors a brief exppsi
tion of his position on the great issue of the times, and was frequently 
greeted with the most hearty applause. He told his friends that there 
was to be a grave question presented in a decision of the Supreme 
Court on the great issue now before the country, and it ,vas one they 
must be prepared to meet. He referred to an opinion delivered by 
Chief Justice Marshall, in which the court decided that "Congress in 
the Territories possessed all the powers of a State and the General 
Government combined," and he said ho felt bound by that decision. 
and should support it; that it was made when it ,vas not extorted from 
the court by the over-powering influence of a great political party." 

Mr. Kirkwood has always been a friend of the State 
Historical society and on Januar)' 2~, 1857, during the 
infancy of the institution. in his place in the Senate, he 
secured for it an appropriation from the State of two hundred 
and fifty dollars annually, and thirty copies of all documents 
printed by the General Assembly to be distributed by the 
society to like societies in the several states for the purpose 
of receiving the like from those states in exchange. 

Upon a proposition to tax railroads one hundred dollars 
per mile and exempt their lands from taxation, Mr. I{irk-

wood said:· 

'•1'he opponents of this bill are called the enemies of the railroads, 
and those who live in towns where these roads already terminate, are 
charged with being opposed to the bill because they ,vish to retard the 
progress of the roads from their towns. When these lands pass into 
the hands of the railroad companieb, they become private property 
and are subject to the same rules as other private property. It is true 
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these lands ,vere granted to the State in trust, but that trust termin
ated ,vben the lands ,vere parted ,vith by the State." 

At this time there were but two Congressional Districts 
in the State, one, the northern, largely Republican, and the . 
other only slightly so. A change took Des Moines, Louisa 
and V\r ashington from one and transferred them to the other, · 
making them more equal in population and both strongly· 
Republican, and it was charge<l that the change was made by 
the Republicans from political motives. Mr. Coolbaugh 
denounced the scheme in the most unmeasured term. 

Mr. Kirkwood (alluding to the stan1pede the Senator took 
when the Democratic part of the Senate ran away two years 
ago to prevent Mr. Harlan's election) said: 

"It came with an ill-grace from the Senator from Des Moines (Mr. 
Coolbaugh) to charge Senators with acting from political motives 
when the Senatorial stampede in which he was so active a participant 
was so fresh in the minds of all.'' 

The premonitory mutterings of the great storm that was 
to break upon the country in 1861 were now being heard. · 
One of these is thus alluded to in a letter from the corres
pondent heretofore quoted: 

"The Governor laid before the Senate a series of ' blood and thun
der' resolutions passed by the Arkansas Legislature, and the response 
thereto by the Legislature of New Hampshire. They are worth a 
perusal, and I give a synopsis of them. They declare that property in 
slaves is recognized by the Constitution of the United States, and that 
each State by being a party to the compact has recognized the same 
aud is bound by such recognition, and that the repeal of the Missouri 
Compromise is in accordance with this recognition. They assert that 
opposition to this repeal in the Northern States is at \var with the 
letter and spirit of the constitution, violative of plighted faith, and a 
traitorous blo\v aimed at the rights of the South. They further declare 
that the people of Ohio have pursued an unjust and odious course in 
their fanatical hostility to an institution for which they are not respon
s~ble, in their encouragement of known felons, and endorsement of 
reputed and shameless violations of la\v and decency in their estab
lishment of Abolition presses and circulation of incendiary docun1ents, 
and that it is the duty of the people of Arkansas to discontinue all 
social and commercial relations ,vith the citizens of said State, and the 
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same recommended as a punishment of past outrages and a preventive 
of futtu·e aggressions. 

"The Legislature of New Hampshire responded to these by denying 
that the constitution recognizes property in slaves, and they assert that 
the repi>al of the Missouri Compromise was a ,vanton outrage on the 
sentiments, rights and feelings of the people of the North, and a per
fidious and treacherous violation of national faith. 'fhey declare they 
will not consent to the admission of any slave State from any territory 
north of 36° 30 ' , and that while they are attached to the Union, they 
will not, to avoid any crisis, submit to the introduction of slavery into 
any territory for thirty years consecrated to freedom; that threats of 
disunion coming from any of the slave States, un'.ess they are permit
ted to regulate the policy of the General Government on the subject of 
slavery, have lost their terrors " 'ith the people of New Hampshire, 
and that they will maintain their right at all hazards consistent with 
the honor of the Constitution; that it will be tin1e for the people of 
Arkansas to complain of the legislation of the free States relating to 
slavery ,vhen the slave States have corrected their own, and when the 
lives, liberty and property of the people of the free States are made 
safe therein. They state that they have no fears that the people of 
Ohio ,vill be frightened from what they believe their duty or interest 
by any threats coming from Arkansas, or any other slave State, and 
that they will unite with and sustain the people of Ohio in all consist
ent effort~ to resist the aggres$ions of the slave power." 

• 



CHAPTER V. 
Republicans Elect Their Ticket in .August-.Are Defeated the Next A11ril 

-Mr. Ki-rkwood Takes the Sturnp-Speaks at West Union in 
Borrowed Clothes-Offers to Supvort Grirnes for Senator-(iovernor 
Grimes Elected-Nebraska Shin Pla,sters-V1·ed Scott Decision
Joint Resolutions-Personal of the Seventh General .Assembly-Ban
quet to State Officers-Also to Citizens-'Nominated for Governor
Joint Canvass-Ride with Ox Team - Elected-Inaugural .Address
Financial 1/ailure in 1857-Railroad Prediction. 

The following August the Republicans elected the ticket 
nominated in February, 1856, by over seven thousand 
majority, but in the following April, when three State offi
cers were to he chosen, only one Republican was elected, and 
he by the meagre majority of 315, while the two Democrats 
got each over 500. With this showing it looked as though 
the State was falling back into the arms of Democracy again, 
and that the newly formed Republican party of Iowa was 
destined to be short Ii ved. 

In August, 1857, Ralph P. Lowe was nominated by the 
Republicans for governor, and Ben M. Samuels their pet and 
idol by the Democrats. Mr. Samuels was a man of considera
ble talent, of fine presence, and withal a very fluent, attrnc• 
tive and able speaker. 

U nde.r such a state of affairs it looked as though the 
Republicans would have to put forth their best efforts to suc
ceed. Gov. Grimes, who had been on a visit to his old New 
Hampshire home, had previous to his going away made 
arrangements with J. W. Rankin of Keokuk, a neighbor and 
particularfriend of Mr. Lowe, to stump with him a portion of 
the northeast part of the State, where Mr. Samuels was sup
posed to be very strong, and they were to meet for their 
start at Iowa City. In the mean time Mr. Rankin had been 
non1inated for the Senate in his own county, and had to 
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remain at home to attend to the canva:;s there, a fact ,vhich 
Gov. Grimes learned on hi8 arrival at Iowa City. 

The day of Gov. Grimes' arrival, Mr. Kirkwood had 
come into town from his mill on business connected with it, 
,vhen on the side,valk he met a boy, sent for that purpose, · 
who informed him that some meu at the State House wanted 
to see him. Thither he went and found Gov. Grimes and 
several others, who in consultation had sent for hiin to take 
Mr. Rankin's place on the stump. Mr. Kitkwood at first 
peremptorily declined, stating that his partner, Mr. Clark, 
was away from home, and that in addition to the mill and 
a 1,200 acre farm, he had to keep an oversight of the store 
in town. But as there was to be a United States Senator 
elected the next winter, and it ,vas necessary that every effort 
should be put forth to hold the State for the Republicans, 
and elect a Republican successor to Gov. Grimes, Mr. Kirk
wood consented to sacrifice his own personal interest for the 
public good and accompany Gov. Grimes, but only on the 
condition that he should be permitted to return in a few days 
as soon as someone else could be got to take bis place, and 
so laying aside his flour-dusted coat, and packing his grip 
sack, they left Iowa City together. traveling as they had to 
in ante-railroad times in a two-horse buggy. 

The few days that Mr. I{irk,vood ,vas to spend in this 
work lengthened themselves to three weeks, the man to take 
his place was never found, and the Republicans in the six
teen counties got the henefit of the hereulean labors of these 
two Republican ' ',-vheel horses." 

Previous to this ti1ne the acquaintance of these two men 
had not been very intimate, only such as they would get in 
an official intercourse as Governor and State Senator. But 
they had learned what ea.ch other was by reputation as a 
platform speaker, the one in his canvnss through the State 
as candidate for Governor in 1854, and the other as candi
date for State Senator in t.he canvass in his own district 

-
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in 1856, as well as subsequently on the floor of the State 
Senate. 

On their way they stopped over night at Cedar Rapids, 
where a competitor of E. N. Bate:.;, who " ' H.8 an aspirant for 
legislatiYe honors on the Republican side endeavored to 
secure the influence of Gov. Grimes against this aspirant, on 
the ground that he was opposed to the election of Gov. 
Grimes for United States Senator. Gov. Grimes' advice to 
him was: ''Let nothing for or against me have any part in 
this election, but choose some good Republican regardless of 
whon1 he will support for Senator." 

This conversation was o,·erheard by Mr. Kirkwood and 
it left the impression with him that Gov. Grimes was labor
ing solely for the general good, instead of his own individual 
interest. 

This ""'as one of the very wet seasons in Iowa, and in 
traversing tb/3 county the rivers were found at flood tide, the 
creeks bank full: the sloughs themselves considerable streams, 
and our travelers often fou11d themselves traveling much in 
the rain, sometimes being uncomfortably wet on arriving at 
their stopping place, but though made under difficulties, the 
appointments were all filled, good audiences addressed, and· 
an increased Republican vote was the result of their com
bined labors and the whole ticket was elected by a good 
majority, and that majority was obtained measurably through 
the efforts of these two men in that few weeks' canvass. 

There was a little episode in this canvass that is not on 
the usual program of stump speak:ers. They had an appoint
ment to speak at West Union in the evening, and had to 
mak~ an all day's ride to reach the place. Most of that day's 
ride was in the rain, not a drizzle, but a good orthodox 
down pour, in which water was at a big discount, and the 
result was they were about as wet as water could make them, 
and it came down so plentifully that a couple of basins were 
found in the glazed leather cushions on which they were 
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riding, and they finished their ridP ,vitl1 these basins full an<l 
• running over. 

Speaking under these circuu1stauces \Vas not to be thought 
of. They would have to spend the e, ening standing around 
the tire to gc~ dry. The reputation of these speakers had 
preceded them. Political enthusiuso1 ,vas at :.i white heat. 
A large cro,vd was gathering. Bnt a. couple of speakers, 
dripping wet fro1n shirt collurs to stocking, were not in a 
good condition to entertain an audience. Someone, rich in 
expedients, suggested that u couple of dr)' suits could be 
borro,ved, and borro,ved the.,v wc•re, ancl a couple of comely 
clad speakers, in dry, if not dglo,·e fitting'' clothing, most 
interestingly entertained an eager an<l well instructed audi
ence. 

S. W. Cole, the hotel keeper "'here they put up, was in 
the '•second-hand clothing" business long enough to obtain 
and furnish these "nrv suits.,, ., 

During most of this canvass 1\1r. l(irk,vood spoke first 
and Gov. Grimes last , but at an eYening 111ecting belcl in 
Guttenburg the order ,vas reversed, Gov. Gri1nes spoke 
longer and m_ore eloquently than be ,vns accustomed to do, 
leaving Mr. ICirk,vood less ti1uc than he n~ually occupie<l, 
and he therefore concluded that instend of his usually elabo
rate speech, he would present only its best points, and elnci
dlite them with some aptly told stories. ,vhich ,vere so telling 
they wore cheered to the echo by frequent rounds of ap
plause. 

At the close of the meeting Frunk Rodman, an enthusi
astic German Republican, ,Ybo hac.l been n 1nen1ber of the 
legislature, said to them: "You are shust the t,vo rnen to go 
togedder. Gov. !{rimes mtikcs grand, good :--pecC.'h, and 1\Ir. 
Girkwood is full of good points, and he tells fine stories and 
makes fun for de boys." 

Before th~ close of their three weeks' canvass, and after 
they bad made each others acquaintance quite fully, l\Ir. 

• 
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Kirkwood, without a hint, solicitation or suggestion of any 
kind on the subject fron1 hi1n, tol<l Gov. Grimes one day as 
they were riding along, that he ought to be our next United 
States Senator, and that as n. member of the legislature he 
,vouldlike to support him for that office, ,vhich was responded 
to by Gov. Grimes saying that he ,vould like his support in 
case he ,vas a candidate for the office as he probably 
would be. 

On his arrival ho1ne, 1t'Ir. l{irl{wood found that W. Penn 
Clark, one of his imn1eJiate constituents and a near neighbor, 
had become a candidate for U nite<l States Senator, and that 
he, of course, expected the support of his home member. 
Mr. Kirl{wood, by letter, apprised Governor Gri1nes of this 
state of affairs, whereupon he replied, absolving Mr. l{. from 
any obligation to support hin1 under the circumstances. Mr. 
Clark got the support of his home merr1ber until it became 
certain that he could not be elected, when his friends endeav
ored to secure Mr. K. 's influence for another than Governor 
Grimes, but Mr. K. told them that his vote and influence had 
been clue to, and had been Ui:ied for, Ml'. Clark, and it was 
not transferable by any one but himself, and having dis. 
charged all his obligations to Mr. Clark, neither he nor his 
friends had any more claim upon him. Mr. K. then threw 
his vote and influence for Governor Grimes and his election 
was secured. 

The year 1858 was a memorable one in the legislative 
history of Iowa. The State had spent the first twelve years 
of its existence under an anti-bank constitution, u::;ing a cur
rency in all the commercial transactions of the people over 
which she had no control, and to which she could give no 
character, and the people were subjected to the use of the 
poorest and most irredcen1able currency afloat in the country. 

During the latter part of this dozen years of history, 
those of our people who wished to engage in banking busi
ness crossed the Nl1ssonri river into Nebraska, and there 
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established bunk:s, whose no1 es " 'Cl'P. to he th(' main currency 
of the 111oney users of Iowa, an(l then rccros:--ed the river and 

~ 

put those notes afloat an1ougst us. H<nv n1uch ,ve all then 
suffered from the use of what hecnn1e to us at last ,vortbless 
trash, in the form of money, is onl) kno\\'ll to those who 
then used it. In the financial crash of 1857 these notes were 
on a par with the fore::;t lcaYes of autumn, ancl those bankers 
who had issued thcn1 found themselves bankrupt. 

An extract fron1 Governor Lo,vc's inaugural address, 
delivered to the Seventh Gcnernl Assembly, i:-. n. good index 

of the condition "'e ,vcre then in. Ile says: • 

'' Iu the absence of a national paper currency. and \Yilh an estab· 
lished policy of se, enty years' standing in the uso of a mixed currency 
of paper aud metal by the Stn.tes. each for itself providing and regu• 
lating its o,vn circulu.tiug mecliu1u, it would sectn to be the very climax 
of human folly fol' a single State possPssi ng equal powers to lean 
wholly upon other States and foreign corporations for its currency. 
Yet I owa from the beginning has been guilty of this great folly, the 
effect of " ' hich has been to ke<'p out that an1ount of fair proportion of 
gold and silver ,vbich a wise aud ,vcll regulated hanking :-_ystew ·wonld 
have necessarily supplied, aud snbje<'ted uc; to tlH' ncres<;ity. as ,vell as 
the hazard, ot e1nploying the paper of a. thousand hanking institutions 
in other States, at an immen:,e annual cost in the sha!)e of interest. 
failures and counterfeits, and no"·• "hen the whole country is o"er· 
taken by a money crisis in ,vhiC'h. ruanr of their hanks ha.ve gone into 
liquidation and others have "ithdra"'n their is'311es, ,ve find ourselves 
destitute of a circulating medium. 

"It is needless to disguise the facL that, like the balance of the civil
ized ,vorld, we are greatly in debt, ,vith no dbpo-'ilion, ho\\·cver. to 
break faith ,vith our creditors. Possessing tnillions of produce and 
other good property, still " 'e ha.Ye no 1uoney or available rredit to 
meet our liabilities. " 

At this session ~Ir. l(irk~'ood " 'as chnir1nnn of the co1n-
1nittec on Federal Relations and had n placP on th0 con1111it
tees on Schools and Universitie~, on Banks nnct on Public 

Buildings. 
About this time the country was aroused by the decision 

of the Suprcn1e Court of thC' l.Tnitcd States, or rather the 
opinions and dicta of son1c of the J uc.lgcs of thnt con rt in the 
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Dred Scott case, and no less so on the admission of Kansas 
into the Union under the L ecompton Constitution, and the 
legislature took strong ground in criticising the court, as 
well as the National Achninistration, in both these cases. 

Governor Grimes, in his annual, and Governor Lowe, in 
his inauguTal, message, took also strong and decided ground 
against the action of both, and they were in full accord with 
the legislature, ,vhich expressed itself on these subjects in the 
passage of a set of joint resolutions, in which the action of 
the court and the National Administration ,vere both severely 
criticised and condcn1ne<l , and our Senators in Congress were 
called upon to resign unless they could oppose the admission 
of Kansas under the Lecompton Constitution. 

The State of Iowa, like most others, has had its periods 
of infancy, childhood, youth and manhood. Its territorial 
days ,vere its infancy, the administrations of Governors 
Briggs and Hempstead its childhood, those of Grimes and 
Lowe its youth, and those following its manhoo<l. 

Never in the history of the State has there been an abler 
General Assembly than the Seventh, which was the first one 
to meet, in 1858, at Des Moines, the new capital, when the 
State ,vas leaving its youthful condition and entering_ upon 
that of incipient manhood. It was the first to a!:lsemble un
der the new constitution. Adapting laws to its new provi
::;ions-enacting them for the creation of banks-considering 
means for the more thorough and efficient plans of count.r 
organization-passing upon measures for the relief of the 
people from their financial embarrassment, caused by th(• 
financial crisis of the previous year-reorganization of Oll r 
system of popular education, in which they had the assi~t
ance of such able and experienced educators as Horace Mann 
and Amos Dean- remodeling the judiciary system- wrestling 
,vith the problem of the Des Moines River Improvement 
Co1npan3r-rescuing our magnificent school fund from waste, 
caused h)' an unfaithful public officer-providing for a _more 

• 



\ 

• 

' 

64 THE LIFE AND TL\JES OF S \..~It:EL J. KIRKWOOD. 

prompt collection of taxes, and building np our reformatory, 
charitable, penal and higher e<lucational institutions, were 
among the measures that demanded attention. 

To perform these labors there were in the Senate such 
men as Rankin, Brigham, Coolbaugh, Trimble, Saunders, 
Anderson, Pusey, Patterson, I{irk,.vood, Cattell, Grinnell 
and their associates, and in the House such men of age and 
experience as Lincoln Clark, Shelladay, Ayers, Streeter, 
with men younger in years, but equal in ability, like Casady 
of Mahaska, Seevers, Edwards and Bradley; while it con
tained a- galaxy of sixteen young men, the equals of whom 
are rarely found in any legislative bod)'· They were Bel
knapp, McCrary, Wilson, Gue, ~ rright, Bates, Carpenter, 
Drummond, Jackson, Curtis, Clnne, Sprague, ~.,.. oodward, 
Beal, Bennett and Casady of W oo<lbury. Some were but a 
few years out of their ''teens," 11cCrary being but 22, and 
all were in the "t\venties;" but there were giants among them. 

Of these, Belknapp afterwards became Secretary of War; 
McCrary, Secretary of War and after,vards a Judge on the 
bench of a United 8tates Court; Wilson, a United States 
Senator; Carpenter, Governor of the State; Gue, Lieutenant
Governor and Wright a Brigadier-General, while ot-hcrs of 
them held high and responsible positions. Few brighter 
stars have shone in the intellectual firmament than Tom 
Drummond and T. Walter Jackson. It is a noteworthy fact 
that two of these youngsters, Wright and Gue, fought 
through and procured the passage of the bill establishing the 
Agricultural College, b)7 a vote of 49 to 5, in face of an 
adverse report upon it from the Committee of "\"\rays and 
l\tieans. Eight yeurs later the:--c sun1e t,vo youngsters, as 
presiding officers in the t\vo branches of the Elev('.>nth Gen
rral Assembly, one as Lieutenant-Governor and the other as 
Speaker of the House, certified the election to the United 
States Senate of Samuel J. Kirkwood, one of their co-law
makers at this session . 

• 
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The average age of members of the House was under 
forty years. Mr. Kirkwood was chairman of the committee 
on Federal Relations, and it was an important one, for at this 
time those relations were not of the rno~t friendly character. 
As chairman of that committee he introduced the follo,ving 

JOINT RESOLUTIONS : 

Of the General .A.sse1nbly of the State of Iowa touching the opinions 
of some of the Juclges of the Supreme Court of· the United States on p olit
ical questions, incorporated i"n the opinion of that court, in the case of 
Scott vs. Sandford. 

WHEREAS, The Supreme Court of the United States, in the recent 
case of Scott vs. Sandford, after expressly deciding that it had not 
jurisdiction of the case by deciding that the plaintiff, Scott, could not, 
by reason of his descent, sue in the courts of the United States, has 
undertaken to pronounce an extra judicial opinion prohibiting the 
people of the United States, through Congress, and the people of the 
territories, through thei r local governments, instituted under the au
thority of Congress, from any control of the question of slavery " ' ithin 
the territories of the Unite<l States, and legalizing slavery in all those 
territories; and, 

WHEREAS, Such extra judicial opinion subordinates the political 
power and interests of our ,vhole people to the cupidity and ambition 
of a few thousand slave-holders, who are thereby enabled to earry the 
odious institution of slavery wherever the national po'\\Ter extends, 
thereby degrading free labor in all the territories which the United 
States now have, or may hereafter acquire, by bringing slave labor in 
direct competition therewith, predooming such territory to all the 
blighting influences of the system of human sJa,·ery; and, 

WHEREAS, Such extra judicial opinion of the Supreme Court is 
<'Onclusive proof of the settled determination of the slavery propa
gandists to subYert all those high and holy principles of freedom upon 
\Vbich the American Union was formed, and to drgrade it from its in
tended lofty position as the exemplar and bulwark of freedom into a 
1nere engine for the extension and perpetuation of the barbarous and 
detestable system of chattel slavery. 'fberefore, iL is as the sense of 
the people of Iowa, 

Resolvell, That the extra judicial opinion of the Supreme Court in 
the case of Dred Scott is not binding in la,v or conscience upon the 
Government or people of the United States, and that it iR of an import 
~o alarming and dangerous as to demand the instant and emphatic 
reprobation of every good citizen. 

Resolved, 'That one of the 111ost dangerou~ of the politieal h0n·sie,, 
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thus illegitimately announced is that ,vhich denies the equality of the 
free States, and renders them, on account of their free institutions, in
ferior and subordinate to the slaye States by declaring that, by virtue 
of the Constitution of the United States, sla\"ery goes into all our 
territories to the exclusion of freedom, and is sustained and protected 
therein, until the people of the territories form for themselves State 
Constitutions, at which time, if at all, but certainly not till then, they 
may rid themselves of the syste1n; and we "Tould be ungrateful to 
those whose care and foresight provided for us free homes, and dere
lict in our duty to those who will come after us. did we not promptly 
and sternly denounce this ne,v doctrine, which, if established, degrades 
the free States and either confines free labor ,vithin its present limits 
or sends it into our ne,v territories in degrading competition with 
slave labor. 

Resolved, That we still recognizP and sustain the time-honored doc
trines taught by the early fathers of our political faith, that freedom is 
the great cardinal principle \Vhich underli~s, pervades and exalts our 
whole political system; that the Constitution of the United States does 
not, in any way, recognize the right of property in man; that slav-ery 
as a system is exceptional and purely local, deriving its existence and 
support whol1y from·local la,v. Any person held to service or labor 
in one State, under the laws thereof, escaping into another State m'ly 
b r> reclaimed, not as property, but as a person, who, by the laws of the 
State whence he escaped owes, or, by the Constitution of the United 
States, is capable of owing, a debt of service or labor which he must 
discharge. 

Resolvecl, That the State of Iowa will not allow slavery within her 
borders, in any form or under any pretext, for any time, however 
short, be the consequences " 'hat they may. 

It had been a time-honored custom for the citizens of the 
Capital, while it was at Iowa City, to give a ball and social 
party in honor of the Members of the Legislature and State 
officers, and afterwards one in return was given by them to 
the citizens. 

At the first session held at Des l\tloines this custom ,vas 
observed by the people of that city at a banquet and ball in 
Sherman's Hall, on the 22d of Febrnnry, and the citizens 
were treated to one in the Capitol by the n1C'n1bcrs and State 
officers on the 18th day of March. J\'Ir. Kirkwood was 
<'hairman of the Committee of Arrangements. Representa
tives' Hall was occupied by the dancers, t be Senate Chan1her 
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by the pron1enaders, and supper was furnished in the library 
and Supreme Court rooms. 

The subscription paper providing funds was drawn up 
and headed b)' Mr. Kirk,vood. It contains the autograph of 
each n1en1 her and State officer, and is now preserved in the 
archives of the State Historical Society as one of the relics of 
those early days. 

Following closely in the wake of the new constitution and 
laws enacted under it by this General Asse1nbly during the 
State's incipient n1anhood, agriculture, its leading industry, 
entered upon a neiv and more promising era; improved stock 
of all breeds and races began to be introduced, new styles of 
farm implements were· adopted~ the horse-mower replaced 
the old scythe, the reaper the hand-cradle, the horse-planter 
and check-rower the hoe and hand-planter, the t'vvo-horse corn 
cultivator the old shovel plow, and the sulky rake, hay
loader and horse-for}{ their slow-working, labor-imposing 
})redecessors; till half the boys can now leave the farn1, an(l 
those left on it can raise more stock and more grain, and do 
it n1ore easily, than they all could in former days. These 
thing;3, \Vith our telegraph an(l railroad systems, then just 
beginning, have contributed to the development of our State 
into its present condition of stalwart manhood. 

The labors of the Seventh General Assembly being 
ended, lvlr. Kirkwood returned from his legislative duties 
ancl honors to his farm and mill, having no political aspira
tions, and intending to spend there the remainder of his days 
in the care and oversight of both. But he was not permit
ted to remain long in the care of them. The follo,ving year 
a new Governor was to be chosen, and though l\iir. Kirk
wood had no thought or desire of being a candidate for the 
place, and was not seeking it, still the f)lace sought him. 

The Republican State Convention met June 22, 1859, 
and he was nominated by acclamation, without even an in
formal ballot being taken. Probably no man in the State did 

• 
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1nore to bring Mr. Kirkwood for,vard for that position than 
Governor Grimes. The kno,vledge he ha,I acquired of Mr. 
IC1rkwood's po,ver as a stun1p speaker in the fe,v ,veeks they 
,vere together in the active ,vork of the canvass of a previous 
year, in son1e sixteen counties in the northeast part of the 
State, satisfied Governor Grin1es that Mr. Kirk,voo<l ,vas the 
n1an of all others who could canvass the State as a candidate 
for Governor and carry the people ,vith him. 
I Augustus Cresar Dodge was the nominee of the Demo

crats at this election. He had been iu official life during his 
whole residence in the State; ha,\ for thirteen years been a 
member of Congress from Iowa, and for the four years pre
vious to his nomination had been Minister to tipain. During 
all this .time he had been the most popular man in his 
party in the State, an,l it ,,,as he " 'ho they thought could 
rerleem it from the tbraldom of Republicanism into which 
they o\aiuied it had fallen . He bad a high estimate of bis 
o,vn po,vcr and ability. He see1nerl to thin le he stood in his 
relation to Iowa as Webster, in his palmiest days, did to 
Massachusetts; Clay, to Kentucky, and Benton to Missouri; 
that the highest gifts of the State ,vould be given him for the 
asking, and that in the gubernatorial canvass he would 
s,vecp all before bin1, and his o,vn partisans entertained the 

• 
same v1c"•s. 

He looked upon his co1npetitor as a 1nan ,vho might be 
a very good rustic Io~va far1ner, or a fair country miller, but 
coul<l not be a match for Io,va's once favorite statesman, in 
the race for gubernatorial honors. Harl he informed himself 
in the outset, he would have learned that this rustic farmer 
had at one time, and that quite recently, been one of Ohio's 
ablest lawyers. and also one of her experienced legislators. 

The Democratic party at this time looked upon the State 
of Iowa, "the first born child of the Missouri compromise," 
an<l the fir~t free State car,•ed out of the Lnuish1na pnrchuse 
as an heir loon1 that had conic uo,vn to them from Mr. Van 
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Buren, through successive Democratic administrationE, and 
that the Republicans had stolen it from them; that it must 
be recovered at all hazar<ls; that it was presumption on the 
part of the Republicans to think they had any right to keep 
it. It must be retaken, and Gen. Dodge was the man chosen 
to lead the Democratic hosts to its rescue, they not dreaming 
that a political Waterloo ,vas in store for them, " rhere their 
Napoleon would have to n1eet a political Wellington and 
Blucher combined, in the person of a dust-covered miller and 
a soil-begrimed farmer. 

1 The first speech of the campaign was made by Mr. Kirk
wood at Davenport, on the 13th of July, but a list of 
appointments was made for him commencing at Muscatine 
on the 25th, but an arrangement was finally made by which 
the two should canvass the State together, and it opened at 
Oskaloosa on the 30th of July. 

The questions discussed were thos<: of [State policy and 
national affairs. At this time many of our charitable insti
tutions were in their infancy, and large expenditures had 
been necessary in the erection of buildings for their use, and 
charges of Republican extravagance in these matters had to 
be met and refuted. It was charged by Mr. Dodge that the 
building for the insane at Mt. Pleasant was so extravagantly 
large that it would not be filled for fifty years, the fallacy of 
,vhich charge seems most apparent when in less than thirty
five years from that time we have three such, with not much 
unoccupied room in any one of them, but the exciting topics 
for discussion ,vere those relating to the compromise meas
ures on slavery and .the Fugitive Slave Law, and the attitude 
of the t\vo parties on them. On these matters Mr. Kirkwood 
bad much the advantage of Gen. Dodge; while the latter had 
been spending the last four years hob nobbing with royalty 
at the court of Spain, remote from the discussions of home 
political questions an<l not familiar with them; the former 
had been an active participant in them all, and was well in-

• 
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forn1ccl on then1 iu all their bearings. The general was 
placed at such a disadvantage in the discussions that bitter 
personalities were often indulged in by him, when sound 
argument failed. 

At their first meeting which ,vas at Oskaloosa, and \Yhich 
was held in tho day time, lVIr. Kirkwood spoke very plainl)· 
and forcibly' againt the Dred Scott decision, the blighting 
influences of slave labor, and of tho efforts of the Democracy 
to extend and perpetuate that institution. 

In reply, Gen. Dodge said in regard to Kansas and the 
Lecompton Constitution, his sympathies were all in favor 
of a slave State, stating that the Fugitive Slave Law is a 
part of the constitution, and he asked Mr. Kirkwood if he 
supported the Compromise n1easures of 1850. Mr. Kirk
wood replied that in common with the great body of the peo
ple of the country he accepted those n1easures as a settle
ment of the slavery question. Gen. Dodge then asked if 
he would aid in carryirig out the Fugitive Slave Law. Mr. 
Kirkwood replied that he would not resist the enforcen1ent 
of that law, but he would suffer the loss of his right al'm, 
and every dollar's worth of property he possessed, rather 
than aid in catching a fugitive slave. Mr. Kirkwood then 
asked Gen. Dodge if he would aid in running do\vn and 
catching a fugitive slave. G.en. Dodge replie<l that he would, 
and that he would do ,vhatever the la~r commanded him 
to do. 

At the meeting in the evening, Mr. Kirkwood having a 
very strong aversion to joining the slave hunters, either with 
or without their blood hounds in the pursuit an<l recapture 
of their runaway property, again referred to this n1atter with 
the remark, that Gen. Dodge was the first man to avow bi:-
willingness to help capture runa,vay negroes he had found in 
Iowa. To this Gen. Dodge replied that the stringent pro
visions of the fugitive slave law were necessary to render it 
effective. 

I 
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At the evening meeting, which Gen. Dodge announced 
in the afternoon would be held, he took the stand, stated how 
long he had served the people of Io,Ya, ,vhat he had done for 
his country, connecting himself in his eulogies upon them 
with Clay, v\'" ebster, Douglass and Buchanan, stating that 
the two former were his friends, that Douglass was his ''dear 
bosom friend," and that Buchanan was his life-long friend. 
He said Mr. l{irkwood had depicted slavery in its worst 
aspect. Gen. Dodge declared that slavery in its influence 
on the blacks ,vas christianizing and civilizing. That the 
negroes were brought from the jungles of Africa, and in this 
country were enlightened, christianized and prepared for 
heaven. In old times, continued he, ,vhen a slave ship from 
Africa reached our shores, the negroes were welcomed with 
open arms because the people realized that another cargo of 
human beings was saved from heathenism and perdition. 

Replying, Mr. l{irk,vood remarl{ed that those present in • 
the afternoon would rernember that he bad predicted that 
before long the Democracy would be advocating the revival 
of the slave trade, because slavery as they ,vould affirm is a 
christianizing institution, '·but I did not expect my competi-
tor would commence it so soon." 

Vie,ving these questions from the standpoint of to-day, it 
can easily be seen at what a disadvantage Gen. Dodge was 
put, in bis discussion with Mr. Kirk,vood. 

An amusing incident occurred on their visit to Washing
ton in that county. They had spoken the previous day at 
Sigourney, and from that place Hon. G. D. Woodin was 
~Ir. Kirkwood's attendant. To give Gen. Dodge a taste of 
the royal style be had been accustomed to in Spain, bis 
friends had engaged a "coach and four," the only rig of the 
kind in town, and had gone out on the Sigourney road to 
meet him and give him a royal welcome and a grand entry 
into the city. The account of this affair given in a local 
paper of the time is as follows: 
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"About ten o'clock our friend Bacon, of fine stock notoriety, 
brought a 'rig' got up as only Bacon can get up such things, a splen
did carriage and four, ,vith a few gentlemen as escort, went out to 
meet Gen Dodge, and bring him into to,vn. This state of things con1-
ing to the knowledge of the Republican brethren, it was deterruined 
that an escort befitting the head of the 'plow handle ticket' should be 
despatched for ~1r. Kirkwood. Accordingly a good sized wagon, with 
a hay rack on, with two yoke of oxen under the guidance of our 
esteemed fellow citizen, Mr. J onathan ,vnson, and some dozen others, 
v.' as sent out on the road. 1vlr. Woodin on coming in sight of the 
coach, says to Mr. Kirkwood, •V\.,. ell, I guess they have come out to 
meet you in fine style.' H owever on the other side of the road a little 
further on, was another vehicle. V\'hen v,ithin speaking distance one 
of the men hailing said, •Be you Sam Kirk,vood ?' On receiving an 
affirmative ans,ver, the ox team men said they ,vere a reception com
mittee, and desired Mr. Kirkwood to take a seat in their wagon at 
once, eaying they would explain 11Jatters on their way to town. Mr. 
Kirkwood took a eeat with the committee, and ,,.ith a crack of the 
whip off they started. In due time tbe V.'agon returned with Mr. 
Kirk,vood seated therein, and as it approached tho Public Square, · 
hundreds cro,vded both sides of the street to welcome the novel 
cortege. Loud and lusty cheers went up from the multitude on all 
sides, to the no small be1vilc.lerment of the astonished oxen, who though 
civilly enough disposed concluded that something " 'as loose and 
stopped for deliberation. 'fhe continued cheering, howe\'er, they con
strued into some belligerent demonstration, and began to make off at 
such a rapid rate as to bring Mr. Wilson from his place on the ~•agon, 
to administer a few blows of the whip and then be drove them around 
the square in true farmer style. The" agon stopped in front of the 
Iowa House wher e cheer after cheer ,vas given, and Mr. Kirkwood 
alighted amid the congratulations of his friends. 

Soon after, Gen. Dodge and his friends arrived carrying various 
hickory poles, and made a turn or t,vo about the square in fine style 
and alighted at the same house, but most of the enthusiasm had been 
expended on the arrival of the ox ,vagon.' ' 

So hot had lvlr. Kirkwood mn<le the discussion for his 
opponent, and so far short of being a match for him had he 
proved to be, that he finally refused to continue it to comple
tion, an<l Mr. Kirk\voo<l carrieJ on the canvass without 
him, completing it in those parts of the State not previously 
visited. 

On the 13th of August, Hon. Abraham Lincoln made a 
political speech at Council Bluffs, advocating the election of 
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Mr. Kirkwood. It ,vill be remembered that this was the 
year before he was nominated for president. 

Seldom has the State been better or more thoroughly 
canvassed than it " 'as during this campaign. It was opened 
formally on the 25th of July, and it was not closed till the 
8th day of October. Some two weeks' sickness in his family 
prevented the filling of some appointments by Mr. Kirk
wood. 

Mr. IGrkwood was elected by a majority of 3, 200! being 
629 more votes than was received by any other candi<late on 
the ticket. 

On the 11th day of January, 1860, before a joint con
vention of the two houses of the legislature, Gov. Kirkwood 
took the oath of office and delivered the following 

INAUGURAL ADDRESS: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, (1,rul the Bouse of Representatives: The 
people of Iowa have placed in your hands, for the time being, the law
making po\ver of the State, and therefore they look to you, that dur
iug the time you hold this trust , such course of policy shall be pursued 
and such laws enacted, as will tend to promote the honor and welfare 
of the State. 

The office to which I haT'e been elected. and the responsibilities 
which I have just assumed, associate me with you to a certain extent 
in this work, by imposing upon me, among other duties, that of com
municating to you such information, as \Vill aid you in the perform
ance of your duties, and recommending to you such measures as in 
my opinion will, if adopted by you, advance the public welfare. 

Under a government like ours, where the people are the source of 
all political power, the laws are necessarily a fair reflex of the intel
ligence and morals of the people, and therefore it becomes of the first 
importance that the standard of intelligence and morality should be 
raised as high as possible. In this view it has been the settled policy 
of the State to foster and encourage in all suitable ways, the education 
of the youths of the State, so that when at a more advanced period of 
life, they take·.part in the direction and control of public affairs, they 
can do so understandingly, and with an intelligent regard to the pub
lic welfare. Under our constitution the subject of education has been 
almost wholly withdrawn from you, and placed in the hands of a 
board specially constitut~d for that purpose, leaving with you, how
ever, the power of revising and amending their action. This board 
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has just closed a session at ·whicb tbey haYe n1adc such changes in and 
amendments to the school law as they deemed expedient and proper, 
and in my opinion it would be prudent for you to interfere with their 
action only in case that you shall find, upon examination, an oYer
po,vering necessity for so doing. 

Not o.nly is it highly important that the voice of our people, as ex· 
pressed through the ballot box, shall be enlightened and intelligent, 
but it is imperatively necessary that the utterings of that voice Le 
correctly and honestly reported. In a government like ours, without. 
privileged classes, and where the laws affect all alike, ,ve need not 
fear that a majority of our people will deliberately pursue a policy 
intended to operate injuriously upon the public welfare, because by so 
doing they would be acting contrary to their own best interests. We 
therefore feel at all times safe in submitting quietly and cheerfully to 
the ,vill of the majority fairly and constitutional1y expressed, confi
dent that if at any time, from any cause, the people are led into error, 
they have the sagacity speedily to detect and the honesty promptly to 
correct the error. But if through fraud or violence, the ballot box 
shall cease to report to us correctly and honestly the will of the 
majority, if corrupt and interested men are enabled to substitute their 
will for that of the people, then the assurance of safety deri'\"ed to us 
from the honesty, the intelligence, and the interest of the people, no 
longer exists-our confidence in our government is lost, and we feel 
that we are a.t the mercy of dishonest men, who seek the control of 
our affairs, for the purpose of promoting their o,vn private interests 
rather than the public good. \Ve cannot, therefore, guard with too 
much care, the sanctity and purity of the ballot box. In my opinion, 
there is no measure so well calculated to effect this object, as a care
fully prepared and well guarded registry lawi and I respectfully 
recommend that measure to your consideration. It may be objected 
by some, that the operation of such a law is burdensome to the elect
ors. I am satisfied that the supposed difficulty in this respect, is much 
over-estimated, and even were it not, I cannot conceive that any 
elector who properly appreciates the value of the privilege he enjoys 
as such will deem burdensome any reasonable amount of time 
and attention that it may be necessary for him to bestow, in order 
to prevent bis honest vote from being destroyed by a fraudulent 

one. 
The institutions for the care of the insane, and for the education of 

the mute and the blind, will, I doubt not, receive from you prompt 
and cheerful attenJ:,ion and support. E stablished as they baYe been, iu 
answer to the r equirements of those better feelings of our nature, 
,vhich prompt us to protect the weak and succor the unfortunate, you 
may rely ,vith confidence upon the approval by our people, of all 
reasonable and proper efforts on yonr part to make them useful and 
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rtlicient means for carrying out the noble purposes for ,vbich they 
,vere created. 

I ,Youl<l also recommend to your favorable consideration, the State 
University, at Io"'a City. It is based upon a grant made by the Con
gress of the United States to this State, for the support of such an 
institution, and, having accepted the grant, ,ve are bound by a proper 
sense of State pride, by our duty properly to execute the trust confided 
to us, and by the interests of education, in which are involved the best 
interests of the State, to 1·ender the institution such an one as will be 
useful and creditable to the State. 

The condition and affairs of the penitentiary, located at Fort Madi
son, will necessarily engage your careful and serious attention. The 
saJety of society requires that the building be such as will afford 
proper facilities for the safe confinement of those vicious persons 
whose liberty is dangerous to the lives and property of peaceful and 
law abiding citizens. 

Au agricultur al college was originated at the last session of the 
General Assembly, and has since been located in Story county. Agri
culture will be for many years to come, as it has been in times past, 
that interest which underlies and supports all other interests in our 
Stale; and any aid that can legitimately be given to it, should be given 
generously and not grudgingly. I have not sufficient information 
touching this institution, to enable me to make any specific sugges• 
tions in regard lo it, and can only recommend the whole matter to 
your careful and fri endly consiJeration. 

The present condition and future management of the permanent 
school fund of the State deserve your serious investigation and delib
<>ration. Under for,ner and existing la,vs, this fund has been lent to 
individuals, and in many cases either through the rarelessness or d is
honesty of the officers by ,vho1n it has been lent, the securities taken 
ther efor have proved to be entirely inadequate, so that large losses to 
the fund must ensue. By a provision of our Constitution, all t.bese 
losses fall upon the State and become a funded debt upon which the 
State must forever p1y the interest. Many of t he loans thus made, are 
110\V or soon " ·ill be falling d ue, and it becomes a matter of grave im
portance to determine in ,vhat manner the moneys " 'hen paid shall be 
again disposed of. I consider the present system open to much objec
tion. Not only are losses of the principal constantly occurring under 
it, which the State is bound to make good, but even the interest is not 
promptly paid, so that the active fund for the support of schools is 
fluctuating and uncertain. I am strongly inclined to the opinion that 
a better policy would be to direct the payment of the principal, as it 
falls due, into the State Treasury, to be used as other moneys for State 
purposes, bind the State to pay the interest on the same for school pur
poses. In this way the money would, in the first instance, go to the 
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benefit of all the people of the State alike by lessening to that extent 
the amount of money to be r aised by taxation, and the interest would, 
in like manner, be paid by the people and be applied directly to their 
use in the support of the public schools. If this shall be deemed 
objectionable, I would recommend that the money when pa.id in, be 
invested either in stocks of the United States or in the best stocks of 
interest-paying States. In case you shall deem it proper to adopt this 
or a similar policy, it will be advisable to vest in the officers to whom 
the money shall be paid, in the first place, discretionary power to 
grant indulgence of time to those borrowers whose loans are amply 
secured, so as not to cause unnecessary hardship or distress, during 
our present financial difficulties. 

I would also suggest to yon t.be propriety of a careful examination 
of our revenue syste1n, with a vie,v to ascertain if it cannot be made 
more certain and efficient. Any system of r evenue which permits 
large amounts of taxes to become delinquent and to be ultimately lost 
to the State, must be defective, and must operate unjustly and un
fairly upon our people. The deficiencies thus created in the revenue 
must be provided for by additional taxation upon those who have 
already discharged their duty as citizens by paying the taxes assessed 
upon them, and they are thus compelled to bear more than their due 
proportion of the public burden. '.fhe la,vs should provide for the 
most rigid and exact accountability of all officers charged ,vith the 
collection, control or disbursement of the public money. Any ,ague
ness of the laws which permits an officer to retain in his hands, with
out detection, any portion of the public moneys, or to use them for his 
private benefit, not only defrauds the revenue, but introduces among 
officials a laxity of morals highly dangerous to the public interest. 
The Governor is authorized, by a law passed at the last session of the 
General Assembly, to institute a careful examination of the accounts 
of the State officers once in each year, and I have not any doubt the 
law ,vill be found beneficial in its operations. But the amount of 
money paid by our people into the State Treasury is but a small pro
portion of the total amount paid by them in the shape of taxes. A 
much larger amount is paid for county and other purposes, and, in my 
opinion, the existing laws are defective in not requiring a more care
ful scrutiny of the accounts of those to whom this money is paid and 
by whom it is disbursed. I therefore recommend to your considera
tion, in addition to any other measures your ,visdom may suggest, the 
passage of a law requiring the Judge of each Judicial District to ap
point once in each year a skillful accountant in each county of his 
district, whose duty it shall be to examine carefully the books of each 
county officer, and to state and record an account between such officer 
and his county, and, when necessary, between officer and officer. 
Such examinations by disinterested persons would, in my opinion, 
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have a decidedly beneficial effect; the expense attending them would 
be Yery small, and I have no doubt the people of the counties would 
cheerfully bear that expense for the satisfaction of knowing that the 
large amounts of money they pay as taxes are applied to the proper 
object. ' 

I apprehend it is scarcely necessary for me to recommend to you 
as close and rigid an economy in the matter of appropriations as is 
consistent "''ith a proper administration of the affairs of the State. 
The scarcity of money, consequent upon the financial revulsion of 
1857, and the failure of our crops to a great extent since that time, has 
caused the p11yment of the taxes necessary to the support of our gov
ernment to be felt as a sensible burden by our people, and they have 
the right to demand, and I think ,do demand, at our bands that until 
the present pressure is some,vhat removed, and our financial affairs 
have become somewhat more easy and prosperous, we shall limit the 
expenses of the State to the smallest sum compatible with a due regard 
to the public interest. 

An event has recently occurred in our sister State of Virginia, 
causing in that State an intense excitement, which has, to a greater or 
less degree, extended throughout our country. I allude, of course, to 
the late unla,vful invasion of that State by John Brown and his asso
ciates. The moving causes that led these misguded men to that mad 
attempt, in my opinion, may be easily and certainly found. On the 
4th of March, 1853, President Pierce was inaugurated as the Chief 
Magistrate of a happy and united people. The administration of his 
predecessor had been marked by a settlement of the agitation of the 
question of slavery, gro,ving out of the acquisition of territory from 
Mexico, as the administration of Mr. Monroe had been marked by the 
settlement of a similar agitation in connection with the territory pur
chased from France during the Presidency of Mr. J efferson, and as 
these two settlements covered all the territory then belonging to our 
government, our people fondly hoped that for a long period of time 
this vexed and irritating question would be kept out of our national 
councils, and that the angry and embittered feelings always arising 
from its discussion would then die out for want of food. As an addi
tional basis upon which to r est this hope, our people had the solemn 
pledge of honor of the political party then dominant in all the branches 
of our national government, deliberately given at the time Mr. Pierce 
was nominated by them for the Presidency, that if placed in power 
they would resist, to the extent of their power, the agitation of that 
danger ous question, both in the Congress of the United States and out 
of it. Unfortunately for the peace of the country, and for the preser
vation of those kindly and fraternal feelings which should always ex
ist among our people, l\,Ir. Pierce and his political friends did not 
redeem that pledge. On the contrary, the first important ac t of his 
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administration was the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, by which 
the settlement made during Mr. Jl.,lonroe·s administration of the ques
tion of slavery in the territory acquired from France, was set aside, 
and the fountains of strife so recently closed, again opened to pour 
forth among our people their bitter waters. 1'he excuse offered for 
this wanton, uncalled-for and most unfortunate act was the alleged 
desire, on the part of those "·ho dicl it, to settle the question of slavery, 
then in a state of perfect quietude and repose; and this ,vas to be done 
by introducing into our legislation a new policy which denies to Con
gress a po,ver claimed for it by the founders of onr government, and 
exeruised by it from the beginning; which declares that to be uncon
stitutional ,vhich the makers of the constitution declared to be consti
tutional, and which rests upon the strange assumption that the Gov
ernment of the United States cannot set up and maintain in the Terri
tories of the United States a form of gor-ernmeut demanded by a 
majority of our people, and identical in the disputed particular. 
,vith the form of government of a majority of the States 
of our confederacy. If the men who did this thing did 
not kno"' that their action ,vould again produce among us 
agitation, heartburning, jealousy and ill-,vil], they were so wholly 
ignorant of the temper and feelings of our people as to make them un. 
safe public servants. If they did kno,v, they were unfaithful. In 
either vie,v, they were faithl ess to the pledges they had given as the 
inducement for placing power in their hands. The Kansas-Nebraska 
bill was long pending, and its passage ,vas strenuously resisted in Con
gress. The debates in that body upon it 1vere acrimonious and excit
ing; the discussions in the public press were bitter anrl inflammatory, 
and when the passions of the people in the different sections of our 
country bad been thoroughly aroused, theil' prejudices inflamed, and 
their pride enlisted in the contest going on in the halls of Congress. 
that contest was by the passage of the bill, transferred from these halls ., 
to the plains of Kansas; from the representatives in Congress to our 
entire people; and thus was cast into the arena as a prize to be strug
gled for by an aroused and excited people, a territory 1vhich, in size, in 
soil and in climate, is equal to some of the n1ost po,verful monarchies 
of the old world. Did the men who passed that act expect and desire 
that struggle to be a friendly and peaceful one? The country would 
fain so believe; yet such belief requires that we should attribute to 
them a want of kno,vledge and foresight but little less criminal in men 
in their position than would have been the expectation and desire by 
them that the struggle should be as it ,vas, a hostile and a bloody one. 

It is my deliberate conviction that on the day on which the oppo
nents of this ne,v and most unfortunate 1neasure, aided by a few of its 
original friends, defeated its legitimate consummation by defeating 
the passage of the so-called Lecompton bill, which sought to enforce 



• 

THE LIFE AND Tl.MES OF SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 79 

upon the people of Kansas a constitution they abhorred, and which 
would have required for its enforcement the aid of federal bayonets 
-on that day, the union of these States met and escaped the greatest 
peril to which it has yet been subjected. But, happily for all, unex
pectedly to the fears of many, adversely perhaps to the ,vishes of 
some. that great peril was escaped, and Kansas, "\vith a constitution 

l ,vbich accords with the legislation, ,vhich in the last generation dedi
cated her to freedom, and, \vitb the wishes of her people, stands ready 
to ask admission into our Union as a free State. I do not recur to 
these past transactions for the purpose of again stirring up ill feelings 
now measurably appeased, but for the light which, in my opinion, 
they thro,v upon present events. It is as true now as it was in the 
olden time, that '' they ,vho sow the wind shall reap the whirlwind." 

During the struggle in Kansas, which 1nakes her story a blot on 
the page of our country's history, the free State men of that territory 
were treated by their pro-slavery brethren in that territory and in the 
States, and by the General Government, as if they had not any rights. 
legal or natural, which either were bound to respect. Is it strange that 
some of them should have ceased to respect the rights of those whom 
they looked upon as their oppressors ?-should have learned to hate the 
institution for whose advancement they were oppressed? During the 
same period that other ne,v policy called fillibusterism, and the doc
trines by which it is sought to be upheld, attained full force and vigor. 
It was insisted in substance by our Southern brethren, and either 
openly or tacitly approved by many in the North, that if our people 
should find upon our borders, or within reasonable reach of us, a weak 
and helpless nation, who could be attacked with comparative safety, 
and whose form of government did not attain to our standard of per
fection, it was not only the privilege but the mission of sueh of our 
people as desired to engage in the laudable undertaking to invade her 
territory with fire and sword, to bring upon her peaceful inhabitants, 
men, women and children, all the horrors of war, aud having thus 
carried through and perfected a process of "regeneration" to establish 
on the ruins of her government our own free institutions, prominent 
among which, according to the advocates of this doctrine, stands 
human slaverv. 

Is it strange that the bare promulgation of these doctrines, acting 
upon the minds of men maddened by the recollection of wrongs inflic• 
ted upon them in Kansas because of their love of freedom should lead 
them to the conclusion that they should do and dare as much at home 
for liberty, as those who have oppressed them were doing abroad for 
slavery? It seems to me most natural, and while I deeply deplore and 
most unqualifiedly condemn, I cannot ~•onder at, the recent unfortu· 
u:1te and bloody occurrence at 1-Iarper's Ferry. But whil e ,ve may not 
wonder at, ,ve must condemn it. It ,vas an act of war-of war against 
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brethren, and in that a greater crime than the invaders of Cuba and 
Nicaragua were guilty of, relieved to some extent of its guilt, in the 
minds of many, by the fact that the blo,v ,vas struck for freedom, and 
not for slavery. Still it ,vas a wrong, and as such the deliberate publ.c 
sentiment of the north, as well as of the south, condemns it. In my 

' opinion, much misapprehension exists on this subject &QlODg our 
southern brethren, and this misapprehension renders proper the pres
ent allusion to it. The mass of them relying upon the statements of 
the leading 1nen of the south, who should know better, and of promi
nent men in the north, who do kuo,v better, bnt falsify for a purpose, 
believe that the syn1pathy expressed by many of our northern people 
for the leader of that invasion, covers and contains an approval of his 
act. This is a great, and it may become a dangerous error. While 
the great mass of our northern people utterly condemn the a.ct of 
John Brown, they feel and express admiration and sympathy for the 
disinterestedness of purpose by which they believe he ,vas governed, 
and for the unflinchiug courage and calm cheerfulness with ,vhich he 
met the consequences of his failure. Many, very many, of our north
ern people felt deep sympathy for the gallant Crittenden, who died so 
bravely in Cuba, for an act they strongly condemned, and the tears of 
1nany of the best and bravest of our revolutionary sires bedewed the 
grave of Andre, ,vho, by their own judgment, died the death of a spy. 
his sentence approved by Washington . When passion has passed 
a,vay, and calm reason has resumed its place in the minds of our 
southern brethren, they ,vill fully appreciate our feelings, and then, if 
I do not mistake them, while ,vith us they conde1uu yet pity John 
Brown as a misguided but not base minded u1an, they will also ,vith u:; 
detest and scorn these men in our midst ,vbo no,v seek by distorting 
our lauguage and falsifying our sentiments, to use the passions and 
prejudices of our southern brethren as a mea.ns to pa.ve their own base 
way to power and place. 

I cannot concur in the opinion expressed by some persons, that, the 
constituted authorities of the States of this Union have discharged 
their entire duty, " rhen they have looked to and cared for their o,vn 
internal affairs, and that they travel out of their legitimate sphere 
,vhen they in any manner concern the1uselves ,vith the affairs of our 
General Government. The several States, as such, are the constituent,; 
of one branch of the National Congress, and if it be true that the con
stituent may and should concern himself ,vith what is done by bis 
representative, it must be true that each State may and should con
cern herself with the actions of that General Government of which bet· 
representatives are a part; if it be true that the States of our Confed
eracy are interested iu the administration and preservation of that 
compact but for ,vbich they ,vould be ,vbolly independent and rival, 
perhaps hostile sovereignties, instead of one great and united nation, 
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, must be true that they may and should concern themselves with the 
1anner in which those to whose hands that administration and preser
ation are committed, discharge their trust. 

The passage by Congress of the measure commonly known as the 
[omestead Bill, would, in my opinion, be productive of much good, 

l reventing in a great degree the acquisition, by speculators, of la.rge 
odies of the public lands, to the injury of the actual settlers, aod uy 
oabling many honest and industrious poor men who cannot now do so, 
> enrol themselves in the class of independent farmers who are the sup
ort and strength of our country. The government price of a quarter 
~ction of land may appear to many a small and insignificant sum, but 
10 many thousands of the farmers of the west who have opened farms 
1ther " in the woods" or "on the prairies," can more justly appreciate 

~ 1e great benefits deriveaule from that small amount in their work of 
>il and privation. I respectfully recommend that you memorialize 
ongress for the passage of such a law. 

The building of a railroad to the Pacific Ocean, is a measure which, 
1 my opinion, is demanded by the bestin.lerests of our whole country. 
1 case of war with any of the great marati111e powers, the States on 
1e Pacific would be peculiarly open to attack, and our Government 
)Uld a:ff ord them the necessary aid for their defense only at great risk 
ad enormous expense. Troops could not be sent to their assistance 
1rough our own country, except by the overland route, which expe
ence has shown to be, for an army, almost impracticable; \Yhile if 
·nt by any other route, they might be compelled to fight their way to 
ie States they are sent to defend. It seems to me to be a bad policy 
1at would compel us to depend upon other nations for a right of way 
• our own possessions and our own homes, when we can have such 
ay within our o,vn limits. 

A great central trunk route, ,vith branches at either end to accom-
1odate all parts of our country, both upon the Atlantic aod Pacific, 
ould meet our wants and commend itself to the sound sense and 
tlm judgment of our people. I also recommend that you 1nemorral
e Congress in favor of ihaL measure. 

There is one aspect of the vexed and exciting question of slavery to 
hich I wish to direct your attention as one upon which per.
:tps our whole country can harmonize. Recent events in Virginia 
ive drawn the attention of our Southern brethreu to the danger sur-, 
>anding them, by reason of the great number of free colored persons 
nong them in contact ,vith their slaves, and the excitement of the 
oment has caused some of their State Legislatures seriously to enter
.in the terrible proposition to compel this unfortunate people either 
> become involuntary exiles from the land of their birth or to become 
a~es. The repugnance, the prejudice, if you will, of the people of 
1e Free St~tes, ~specil:\illy of the north ,vestern States, 3rga,iQ_st ~llowiog 

• ' - ,I 
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auy lu.rge influx of these unfortuuales awong them, i::, ,veil kno,,'u auJ 
must be heeded by those who make ln.,vs for those States. '!'he danger
and difficulties attendant upon the preaence of free colored pc1·sous iu 
a slavebolcling community, preYent omaucipation by many ,vho ,vouhl 
ot.ber,vise gladly set free their slaves, and have in some btates cause I 
the passage of l::i.,vs prohiuiting or greatly hindering e1nancipa.tion. 
Indeed the dangers and difficulties are to-day the great hinderauce \o 

the abolition of slavery in and by the Slave States, and the appr~· 
hen<led danger that in case the Southern States should abolish slaYery. 
the Free States ,vould at once be ove1-rnn by the ignorant slaYes just 
manumitted, is skillfully used by pa.rtizan politicians among us, to 
reconcile the northern mind to tho extension of sla.,·ery in other direc
tions. Moved by these considerations, I dce,n it 1ny duty to rl•co111-
mend to yonr careful and fasorable consideration, a plan for the coloni· 
zation of the free colored population of our country in CentraJ or South 
America, under the proteclion of our General Government, brought 
forward in the Congress of Lhe United States. by a distinguished mc1n· 
ber of that body frotn the State of Mi:--souri, ,vith the view that if the 
measure shall meet your approbation, you may memorialize Congre$S 
in its favor. 'fbe substance of this plan as subsequently presented in 
the U. S. Senate, by one of the Senators from Wisconsin, is that on1· 
Government shall by treaty ,vilh some of the Central or South Ameri· 
can Governments acquire ·•the rights and privileges of settlement a.0 1

\ 

of citizenship for the benefit of such persons of color of African de
scent, as may voluntarily desire to emigrate from tho United States, 
and form themselves into a colony or colonies under the la,vs of th<> 
State 01· States to ,vbich they n1ay en1igrate, the United States, in con· 
sideration of the com1nercial adYant.iges of free trade with such colony 
or colonies making and securing the necessary and proper engage-
1nents to maintain them in the enjoyn1ont of thA rights and privileges 
acquired by such treaty or ttl"alies." The colonization of this unfor· 
tunate race in some counlry peculiarly a<lapted by climate aucl pro
duction to their use and Ol'cupation, has long been a favorite sche1ne 
,vith a large portion of the people in all sections of our count1y, and 
until time and experience had sho,Yn the operations of the Society 
which proposed to colonize the1n in their native country, to be, hy 
reason of the expense, impracticahlc as a means for relieving our 
,country of the vasL nuw bers of these peoplo among us, that Society 
received, as it justly cloHerve<l, a grt>at d<'grPo of public favor. 1'hnt 
the> operations of that Society hu., t' pro(luet>d uud v;•ill produce gr(•at 
good to Africa, I have no don ht. a.nd ( ,.;hall rejoice to see its abili t )' 
for usefulness largely cxteu<led. B11t 1''\pcrionee has shown it to l>t• 
,vholly inefficient as a means of re1uo, ing fron1 an1ongus this large autl 
rapidly increasing population. ColonLiation in Central or South Amer· 
icn. hy means of the proximity of the proposed colonies. "·ould be 1nnch 
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less expensive, and the ref ore more effe.ctive, and if the General Gov
l'rnment, supported by the several States, should take the matter in 
hand ,vith earnestness and zeal, it seems to me that we might con
~ratulate ourselves upon having done a work which would not only be 
prod ncti ve of great good to ourselves, but also enable us to commence 

~ the payment of that vast and accumulated debt we owe this wronged 
aud unfortunate race, and ,vhich ,vould, perhaps, enable us to see the 

1 beginning of that 1nost desirable end, ,vhen our land shall be in truth 
· lhe land of the free'' as it has been and is " the home of the bra,e. ,, 

In conclusion, permit me to say that although our political horizon 
1 .. not unclouded, although anger and jealousy have to some extent 
taken the place of brotherly kindness and good ,vill among our peo-

~ ple, although some men occupying high position under our Federal 
and in some of our State Go,ern1nenls, influenced by pride and 
passion, under sentiments disloyal to our Union, and others in like 
high position, but governed by Laser motives, either openly or silently 
approve the sentiments: still, in my opinion, those who love our Con
~titution and our Union, have not very great cause for alarm. Passion 
,vill subside, reason will resume its sway, and then our southern breth
ren will discover that they have been deceived and misled, as to our 
feelings and purposes; that the people of the north, while hoping and 
praying for the day when no slave shall press our soil, yet do neither 
elaim nor desire any power to interfere with slavery "in any of the 
8tates where it exists; and that the good old ways wherein we walked, 
,vhen to talk of disunion openly or to approve it silently, ,vas to incur 
Lhe scorn due a traitor, are ways of pleasantness, and that the good 
old paths our fathers taught us to tread, are paths of peace. And they 
"ill join ,vith us in believing that the men ,vho achieved our inde
pendence and framed our Constitution, were as true patriots, and 
uuderstood the Constitution as well as the statesmen of the present 
<lay-will unite with us in following their teachings and ,valking in 

' their footsteps, and in discarding these new measures, and this new 
policy ,vhich have produced no fruits but those of discord and bitter
ness, ~od ,vill again pledge themselves as we to-day pledge ourselves 
in the full depth and force of its meaning to the sentiment of the true 
and stern old patriot of tbe Hermitage-"'.fhe Union-it must and 
shall be preserved. ,, 

SAMUEL J . KIRKWOOD. 

The Legislature was in harmony with the Goveruor on 
all subjects presented in the Inaugural Address, and took 
action on them all except those relating to the Registry la,v 
and the colonization of the black population. Our charitable 
institutionu and our Agricultural College were then in thei1· 
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infancy, and as liberal appropriations \\'ere needed for them 

a.;; the state of our finances " 'ould permit. 
The Governor entered UJ)on the discharge of hiti 

duties during a poriotl thnt "·us very nnpropitiou. 

in man}· respects. In the year 1856, ,re had a fro~t 
in the month of 1\.ugust that :,;o injured the corn that 
the crop of that yenr sold as high as eighty cent n 
hu~hel before another "·a-. raised. During the follo"·in~ 
year, 1857, the ,vorst financial cyclone of the century s"·ept 

• 
over the ,vhole countr.}', breaking up or suspending nearly aH 
our banks and bankrupting nearly every one who had any 
l'<>Dsiderahle dehts to pay. The next year ,vas one of our 
\'Cry "·et seasons, r endering it :tltnost impossible to tend corn, 

and rusting an<l blasting our " 'heat crop to such an extent 
that " ·bole fields \\'ere not ,vorth hnrvesting, and those tlu1t 
"·ere yielded a product that \\'as ,·ery inferior, if not "·orth
less. The currency then in circulation, consisting in great 
p:1rt of " N chraska. Shinplusters," and the issues of banks of 
the State of Illinoi~, foun,led upon State stocks, "·ho r 
,narket value was constantly declining, bad been blighted b) 

a commercial milde"' thnt shrunk nnd shriveled it almost as 
haclly as the weather bad our " ' heat crop. These causes, nll 
,·ombined, called for the strictest and most rigid economy in 
public expenditure~, and tho Governor recon1mended that 

the trcasur)r should he well guarded. 
In the addresR the })roject of huilding a Pacific railroad 

,vas discussed. Thi" was not the first ti1ne the Governor had 

di~cussed that topic. 
In the year 1848, hefore any railroad had reached 

Chicago, a great meeting was held near East Palestine, on 
the State line between Ohio and Pennsylvania, to celebrate 

• 

the commencement of " 'ork on the first fifty miles of the 
Pit ts burgh and Ft. \Vaync road, '" hen the President of th<' 
ro:Hl ,vonl<l ho there to thro,v the first spadeful of dirt. a free 

{,inpcr "ould be giv9n and specch<•S 1nnd~. l~ participant ~t 
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hat scene, Samuel Beeson, now of Liscomb, in this State, 
.ays that among the speakers was a lawyer from Mansfield 
>y the name of Kirkwood. and that among other things said 
>y him was that ' • in spite of all opposition, the road would 
be built, and at no distant day railroads, like wagon roads, 
vould be built ,vhere they were needed, an<l that in time the 
\.tlantic an<l Pacific would be united and bound together 
vith bands of iron, and then, with our North and South river 
;)'-stem, we could defy the powers of Europe combined." 
,rhis prediction, made at that railroad meeting forty-five 
rears ago, the Governor has lived to see more than fulfilled . 

• 

• 

. 
( 
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CHAPTER VI. 
• 

Attends the National Conventio11,-Supports 1.ltr. Lincoln-Presidential 
Candidates-Spirit Lake Massacre-A Call fo1· the Surrender of 
Goppoc-Special Message-Presidential Election-Challenge front 
Mr. Byington-Answer to Him-Invited to Speak at His Old Horne 
in 11,tansjield, 0.-Electoral and Pop-ular Votes Contrasted-Visits 
Mr. Lincoln-Attends His Inauguration-Letters to Gov. Grimes
To the Governor of Maryland-llfiUtary Conipanies 1'endered to the 
Governor. 

The year 1860, ,vhile not memorable for its stir1~ng 
events, except the election of Mr. Lincoln, ,vas noted for 
those incidents ,vhich gave vent to the underground rumb
lings that were to burst forth in the following year in an 
eruptive volcanic explosion of secession that ,vould make the 
country tremble from centre to circumference. John Brown's 
body was mouldering in the soil of Virginia, but his soul. 
typical of that freedom of thought which could not be put 
down or trammeled by the intolerance and insolence of the 
slave po,ver, wns marching on. Its spirit seemed in its 
1narching to have, if not invaded the Democratic party, at 
least to have been skirmishing around and hovering over it 
and so distracted it that it gave us two National Democratic 
Conv~ntions that year, and n1ade possible the defeat of both 
their candidates and the election of the nominee of the 
Republican party whoever he might be. 

Governor Kirkwood ,vas favorable to the nomination of 
Mr. Lincoln as the Republican standard-bearer; and he did 
not need the letter be received from John A. I(asson, saying, 
'' Pray be at Chicago, if possible, to aid and influence the 
ind.iscreet by your counsel," to induce hi111 to do all he could 
to secure Mr. Lincoln's nomination. He attended that con
vention in Mr. Lincoln's interest. 

86 
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The candidates before the convention ,vere J.\ilr. Seward, 
l\Ir. Lincoln, l\ilr. Can1eron, l\lr. Chase, l\lr. Bates, l\r1r. 
Dayton, Mr. l\IcLean, ~Ir. Collamer, Mr. Fremont and Mr. 
Sumner, and on the first ballot they ranked in the order 
nan1ed, J\;Ir. Se\vard getting 173½ votes, it requiring 232 to 
elect. On the second ballot the vote stood: Seward, 184½~ 
Lincolu, 181; Chase, 4-2½; Bates, 35, Pennsylvania deserting 
Cameron and voting· for I4incoln. 

Before the third ballot, Governor I{irkwood, with others, 
had won over to l\f r. Lincoln most of the Ohio delegation, 
with many of whom he was acquainted, and the result wns 
that on this ballot Mr. Lincoln got four votes more than 
enough to elect, when, on motion of Mr. Evarts, the head of 
the New York delegation and the particular friend of Mr. 
Seward, the nomination ,vas made unanimous. 

It is a note,vorthy fact that after Mr. Lincoln's election 
he made the four strongest competitors be had in this con
vention members of his cabinet, bringing to himself more 
support, and giving to his administration more strength than 
he could have done by the appointment of any other four 
men. 

In the year 1857, near the close of one of the most severe 
winters in this climate, both on account of the depth of the 
snow and the intensity of the cold, a band of 200 Indians, 
led on by their chief, Inkpaduta, committed one of the most 
barbarous massacres near Spirit Lak:e that ever took place 
on our Western frontiers, in which forty-one persons were 
killed, twelve others were mi8sing, probably killed; three 
badly wounded, and four women were taken prisoners and 
carried off into captivit,y. Three companies of troops, under 
the command of Major Williams, were hastily raised ancl 
sent to the theatre of the outrage. They did not arrive till 
the carnage had taken place, but on their march and return 
they encountered incredible hardships and endured untold 
sufferings, many of them freezing their hands and feet, and 

• 
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t,vo of them freezing to death. As their claims had not all 
been liquidated, an act was passed at this session making 
provision for their final payment in full. 

For the purpose of enabling the citizens of the North
western frontier to defend themselves against marauding 
bands of Indians, the Governor was authorized to furnish-,,,, 
them with ar1ns and ammunition. A small company of min
ute n1e11 was enrolled and an active police employed to act in 
case of any emergency that might arise in repelling the 
attaclcs of hostile Indians, and $500 was appropriated for 
this purpose. 

On the 3d <lay of December, 1859, the vengeance and 
supposed honor of ihe people of the State of Virginia was 
partially satisfie<.l by the execution of John Brown, -
Cook and Edward Ooppoc; but some others had escaped 
their vengeance, and among them was Barclay Coppoc, a 
brother of Edward and a citizen of the State of Iowa, and a 
requisition was made upon the Governor of Io,Ya by the 
Governor of Virginia for his delivery, \\·hich the Governor 
of Iowa refused to grant, and he so informed the Virginia 
Governor, giving his reasons for his action in the premises. 
It was hinted by some of the pliant tools of the slave power 
that Governor Kirlc,vood was not acting in good faith, and 
was resorting to frivolous excuses for not complying with 
the requisition. To bring the subject all before them and 
the public, on tho second day of March the House of Repre
sentatives passed the following prean1b]e and resolution: 

WHEREAS, There has lately appeared in the public press a message, 
purporting to have been sent by tho Governor of the State of Virginia 
to the Legislature of that 8tate, in '"hich it is stated that a requisition 
had been made upon the Executive of this State for the rendition of 
one Barclay Coppoc as a fugitive from justice, and that '' the requisi
tion had been refused for 1·easons stated in said message to be frivol
ous, and such as haYe in uo previous instances, as the Governor says. 
to my knowledge, influenced the action of any State Executive in its 
intercourse with this Common,vealth." Therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the GoYernor of this State is requested to communi-

-
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cate to this House all the facts, together with a copy of all papers and 
correspondence connected with, or growing out of, said requisition 
and its refusal. 

In answer to this resolution the Governor sent the fol
lowing special message: 

EPECUTIVE OFFICE, / 
MARCH 8, 1860. f 

Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: I have received your 
resolution of yesterday, requesting me to communicate to you all the 
facts and correspondence connected with or in any way growing out 
of the demand made upon me for the arrest of Barclay Coppoc, and 
his surrender to the State of Virginia, as a fugitive from justice, and 
my reasons for refusing that demand. 

The Special Message of the Governor of Virginia referred to in the 
preamble to your resolution, is of such extraordinary character as in 
my judgment to render proper the publicity of the information asked 
for by your resolution. All the papers and correspondence connected 
,vith, or in any way growing out of this matter, are the requisition of 
the Governor of Virginia, a copy of which I transmit, marked A; the 
affidavit upon which said requisition is based, which I copy in the body 
of this communication; my letter to the Governor of Virginia, dated 
January 23, 1860, a copy of which I transmit, marked B; and my let
ter to him dated January 24, 1860, a copy of which I transmit, marked 
C. I have not received from the Governor of Virginia a reply to either 
of my letters to him, and I have not had correspondence upon this 
subject with any other person. 

The facts touching that requisition were these: On the 23d day of 
January last, an agent of Virginia called upon me and presented his 
commission from the Governor of that State, as such agent, to receive 
Coppoc, who ,yas demanded in the same commission as a fugitive from 
justice, as appeared by an annexed document, of which the following 
is an exact copy: 

"City of Richmond, and State of Virginia, to-wit: 
"Andrew Hunter maketh oath and saith, that from information 

received from several of the prisoners recently condemned and execu
ted at Charleston, Jefferson county, Virginia, and from other facts 
\Vhich have come to his knowledge, he verily believes that a certain 
Barclay Coppoc was aiding and abetting certain John Brown, and 
others, who on the sixteenth and seventeenth days of October, in the 
year 1859, did feloniously and treasonably rebel and commit treason 
against the comn1onwealth of Virginia, at a certain place called Har
per 's Ferry, in said county of Jefferson, and who did then and there 
feloniously conspire with and advise certain slaves in the county 
aforesaid to rebt>l and make insurrection against their masters, and 

• 



\ 

90 THE LIFE AND Tl:.\IES OF SA:.\ICEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

a~ainst the authority of the la,vs of said Common"·ealth of Virginia
and who did then and there feloniously kill and murder certain Hay
,vard Sheppard, a free negro, and George W. Turner, Fontaine Beck
ham and Thomas Barclay-and affiant further states that from infor
mation recently received, he verily believes that said Barclay Coppoc 
is a fugitive from justice, now escaping in the State, of Iowa. 

"Sworn to before me, a Notary Public, in and for the City of Rich
mond, in the State of Virginia, this ninth day of January, 1860. 

"S. H. BOYKIN, N. P." 

Upon examination of this paper, I declined to issue my vtarrant for 
the arrest of the alleged fugitive, because, in n1y judgment, no author
ity so to do was conferred upon me by la,v, in a case resting upon 

such a basis. 
It is a high prerogath-e of official po""er in any case, to seize a citi-

zen of the State and send him upon an exparte statement, and ,vithout 
any preliminary exan1ination, and ,vithout confronting him with a 
single witness, to a distant State for trial. It is a prerogative so high 
that the law tolerates its exercise only on certain fL-xed conditions, and 
I certainly shall not exercise that power to the peril of any citizen of 
Iowa, upon the demand of the State of Virginia, or of any other State, 
unless these conditions are complied with. 

The acL of Congress provides that besides the Executive demand for 
the fugitive, there shall be produced " the copy of an indictment found, 
or an affidavit made before a magistrate of any State or Territory, as 
aforesaid, charging the person so demanded " •ith having committed 
treason, felony or other crime, certified as authentic by the Governor,'' 
&c., &c., uppn the presentation of ,vhich it becomes my duty to cause 
the arrest to be made. There "·:is not any "copy of an indictment 
found,, presented to me. and of cour~e the case rested upon the 

affidavit. 
I refused the order of a1Test in this case for the following reasons: 
1st-The affidavit presented ,Yas not made before "a magistrate,'' 

but before a Notary Public. 
2d-Even had the la\\~ recognized :i.n affidavit made before a Notary 

Public, the affidavit in this case "'as not authenticated by the Notary's 

seal. 
Sd-The affidavit does not show unless it be inferentially, that Cop-

poc was in the State of Virginia at the time he "aided and abetted 
J obn Brown and others," as stated therein. 

4th-It did not legal1y "charge him" with commission of " treason, 
felony or other crime." 

I ,vill consider the first and second reasons in connection. It will 
not be pretended that a Notary Public, an officer unkno"7Il to the com
mon law, and equally unknown to the administration of justice, and 
never charged directly or indirectly with any step from first to last in 

\ 
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I he tri ul of c riminal o ff en es, is "a nu1.gi i:. trate within the meaning of 
the lf-1•111'' a s used h1•r,• or clse"·here. 'file (i-overnor of Virginia docs 
not so pretr-ud, but seeks to a,·oid tlH• forl'e of this objection by citing 
ru1 u.-L of C1)11gros:;, passed St•pten1lil"I', 1~:-,0. Ill• t-ays: •·But tho (;o,·
c1·11or of lo,,·u ha- faih•d tn F"P t h:it hy an !ll'I of Congress, pas~l•1l 011 

the 10th day of ~epl•·1nLP1-, 1850, it is pto,·id1•tl that in all cases iu 
,vhh.:h. untl.-r tho ln"'S of thP- United ::itatos, oaths or affirmalious, or 
uc-kno\\'lcd~111••11ts U1ny l,l' tak,·n b(•fuc·u uuy Justice of the PenC'e of any 
~tato 01· ' I'P1Titory. ~111· 1.i 111t1bs, 3tlir111ations or nl•kuo,Yledg111f'nt~ runy 
hereuflt•r h1• al.:::u t:tkt"n or 111adc hy or bcfor~ a,ny Notary Puhlic July 
uppoiut,•ll in any State or 1'erritory." "This Ul't," he ndd~. •·eoru-
1il,•roly o,•prt hro"·s th,, rea~ons ns~igncci hy the (.~o,~ernor of Io,va, and 
111nkf's tho l':\Sc so plnin that argu1ncnt n11d illustra.tion ca.u a<lu noth
ing to it.'' lt i~ true, I hntl not sc,·u this uct " ' hen I refused the ,,·ar
rant for Coppou•s arrest; but if I had SPen it, ruy action would ha,·t• 
111•,111 tht• san1c. In a11S\\'c1· to tn~• nhje<•tion that the seal of the Notary 
was not ntta(·hcd tn tilt' :tllhlavit, ht' says: "Tho Notary bt•fore whom 
th,• utli,ln\ ii "':ti:i n1:\ll1•, \\'Us <luly !lppointcd in pursuance of the la,vs 
of this ('on11n1111,,·l•nlth1 (\rir~inia) and Iii~ siyn((fu rc u1fls ar.co1npatiit'd 
by ,, sc-roll, in pl"c>l'iSP. confor1uity " 'it h cstablitd1ed usage and the deci~
iou L•f our ,•otn·t , ""hh·h r,•l'ognize acrolls as seals." 

If thll Go, f•ruor of \•irgiuit1, ha.snot ''failed to suu" the "act of Coll• 
g1·l'~8, pu cd ~eptcn1ht•r 16. l :)0, he hns certainly failed to read it. 'l'o 

upi,<}.O thut he hud r••utl it " 'ould be to suppose that he bad quoted 
just so u1ni'h of snill l tl \\' :1'4 tcude<l to support tho position he bad 
to.ken, anti s upprc c,l so UHH·h of it a~ sho\\·ed that position to be 
uutonn.bls-t\ supposition " ·hic·h my sense of "l•omity" forbids wy 
11 ntertaiuiug ·for a n1owcut. I snpply that 1,ortion of tho la\\' \\'hich he 
hn . douhtle- thruugb inad,·erlt' Dl't\ 01nittt>u. 1~1.ie last \\'Ol'dd quoted 
uy hiln, tho ,yords "St.ate ur1'erritory," aro iu the la\\' as printlld, fol
lo"'nd h,• a cutu1ua, and then in ilun,t>dialo ('01111cction follow these 

• 
"'' rd : ·•a1ul tol,c,, ccrt~/ied under the J1a1irl a71<l 01Ji1•ial stal of such 
~otarv. shall have thu s:.mc for l'e ancl effect, as if take n nod made by . . 
or hoforo urb ju~tice or ju tices of tho pcac ·. (St•u 9th U.S. Statutes 
nl lnrgc, 11agu 468) From thi:i it llppear~ by cxprP s proYision of the 
}B\\" ti f ('ougrcs_, au ntlidnYit 111ndc befort: n N otriry Public, .-:.ball ba,e 
·'force tLn<l efT •ct" only" h eu •·,·crlijic:.d1tudtr lti ltan(l at1d ,~[ficic1l 3Ctll.'' 
·o,v, tho aflillu,·i t 111ailc in thi~ cu.so uefure tL Notary Public. is not cer

tifie l un<lt•r hi hnnd nnd oilicinl t:.onl, nud l r••gret to ho compollcd t o 
acld t bnt tho tat n1•Jnt of Governor Letc.lt-0r, thnt tho ignatnro of th~ 
Notnry to tho n(HdnYit "ww:1 til'Compnuie,l by n -.croll" i ,,·holly 
uufonodcd iu iact. o far is thi3 froln hcing cort·,· t, that to thi 
J ocu1ucnt r cciYed fro111 him nod still in 1uypo ~es&iou, thero is neither 

al, uor croll, nor u1 t·k, nor deTico ,,·batover. ·•Co1uity•· requires 
that 1 ,h 11 expr n1y belif'f thnt iu u rnclicnl an t\rro r of fact, the 
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Governor of Virginia was misled by the information of others, or by a 
defective memory, rather than by a desire to support his argument by 
a misrepresentation. 

To recapitulate upon these pointli: The law of 1793 provides that 
when in this class of cases, an affidavit is used, such' affi.dav_it must 
be made "before a magistrate.,, '.fhe Governor of Virginia does not 
pretend that a Notary Public is "a magistrate" within the meaning of 
that law, but claims that by the law of 1850, the law of 1793 was so 
modified as to permit the use of affidavits made before Notaries Pub
lic. But the same law of 1850 which modifies the law of 1793, expressly 
and in terms provides that such affidavits, m ade before a Notary Pub
lic, "shall have force and effect" only when "certijiecl under his hand 
and official seal," and the affidavit in this case was not so certified. 
Not being so certified, it did not have "force and effect,,, and not hav
ing ''force and effect" no warrant could issue upon it. It will be ob
served that the official seal of the Notary is expressly required by the 

, act of Congress, and being so required, I could not waive it if I would. 
It appears to me that upon these points ''the case is so plain that argu
ments and illustration can add nothing to it.,, 

I leave this part of the discussion here, waiving the question 
w_hether the law of 1850, so general in its terms, can be construed as 
repealing or amending the specific requisites of the special act pro,id
ing in all respects the mode by which fugitives from justice are to be 
surrendered to another sovereignty for trial. I am advised that this 
construction would not be admitted by the courts, and is altogether 
untenable and is without precedent in this State. 

My third and four th reasons, (which I shall also consider in con
nection) are that the affidavits did not show otherwise than by in
ference that Coppoc was in Virginia at the time be ''aided and abet
ted" John Brown and others, as stated; and did not legally charge him 

• with crime. What is the substance of the affidavit? Stripped of all 
verbiage, it is this and this only: Andrew Hunter swears "that John 
Brown and others on certain days and at a certain place in the State 
of Virginia., committed certain crimes," and "that from information 
received from several persons'' recently condemned and executed in 
Virginia, and ''from other facts that have come to his knowledge," he 
"verily believes" that Barclay Coppoc, ''aided and abetted'' said John 
Brown and others in the commission of said crimes, and that from 
other information more recently received, he "verily believes said Bar
clay Coppoc is a fugitive from justice now escaping in the State of 
Iowa." 

Now what is the law? I quote a note from Brightly's Digest of the 
laws of the United States, page 293: ''The affidavit, when that form of 
evidence is adopted, must be at least so explicit and certain that if it 
were laid before a magistrate it would justify him in committing the 

--



accused to ans·wcr the c·barge: 6 Penn.Law Jour. 414, 418. It m ust 
state positii·rly that the allegod crin1e "·as comn1ilted in the State from 
,vhich the party is alltiged to be a. fugiti,c, and that the party is 
actno.lly a fugiti, e lrot1l lltrtt Slute. ".E'x.11arlt: Snzith , 8 Al cLean, 121, 
l ~:.?. F eller s crrse 3 Znbr. 3 I 1. J n the nia.ttrr of Ila)"''ard, 1 Sand(. S. 
0. 701; Dcganl l'<q. J'l[i,,J11,cl, 2 Curler, 396. I quote further from 8 
)1cl.i1,an 135: ''.\.ga:n thl' ulli<la, it chrlrgcs the s hooting on t he 6th of 
~lay in tho Co11utv of J uckson titatc of Missouri, that /L1., belilt'eS and . -
ha, (/OOd r cu:ion to believe fro111 1..i•,·rl,!n.ce and inforniation, nou, (lhcn) in 
his possessio,i, that Jo,1 ph Sn1ilh u:as accessory btforc the fact. and is a 
i·rsidcnt or citizen nf Jlhno1·.;;. ·• 'J'ho Court go on to say: •·There are 
t·,r:1·nl ohjccti,111s to thi.;. ~fr. Iloggs, [the ailiant in that, cnse] haYing 

the ,~vidcnco and i11for1natio n in his possession, shoultl haYe incorpo· 
ruled it i,i the <tjlidnl'it, to cnahlr. tho Court to judge of thcirsullicieucy 
to support hi~ belief. Again he li\\'llUrs to a legal eonclnsion. when he 
says ginith ,vu, an nee-cs · 01·~- hcfore the fact. ,, ... hat constitutes a. nu1n 
nn Ut'<·1• .. ory is a q111•,ti11n of la\\\ and not al,-vays eticiy of solution. A!r. 
Bogg 'opinion th,·11 i"' not nnthoriry. H e should ha,o given the facts . 
lltJ t-li1J11lcl ha\'1' :-lllnvn th:tt th t'.V " 'creco111mitted in I\l issouri, to enable 
1he f'o11rt to tt~,t tht•1n hy the la,vs of i\lis~onri,to s~o if they amounted . . 
t•) a critno. ..Agnin, Ilic ,1.f/irlru·il is fatally rlcjcctil..'e in this, that Boggs 
swi;ars lo hi, beli,?j: '' 

L1·t 11~ app]y thcso rnles to tho nffidaV"it under cousidoration. An-
1lrr,,,, If 11n1t•r tlo 'S nnt ~"''l':tr posilir1•ly that Coppoc " 'as ever in '\"ir
ginh1. Ilo Bay~ c·crtnin person..; otht•r than Coppoc comruitled certa iu 
,·ritnn 11t 'i!rtain pince.-, in that Stat(\ and thu.t Coppoc "aided and 
1hotlf'<l" thcn1, J.-•aying to be irtfl•t-reil tbnt ho wa~ " Tith tbern in "\'ir• 
gini:1; hut ho n1ight haYc furni shl'tl nrms frnm Ohio. or ao1munition 
fron1 l't nn. ylvania. or ai,l an,l comfnrr from ~Jnry lan<l; thus •' aiding 
nnd abutting" tlH· l'l'ltll4' <•orun1ittC'd in , ~irgini11, ,, ithont heing there 
in p crl'1lll, nud yf!t not linhla to be tri1•1l i11 '\TirA'inin. for tio d oiug. J\'Ir. 
IJ 11nt •r any C\JJ1lHH' i~ ·· n fu~itivc' fr11111 jn~th·e P.Sl'a}>ing in the State 
r.,f l O\\U," Frnn1 \\ hl\t .,ti.I,•? 1-'r,,ru \ .,,irainia. or 1lnrylancl. or Peou-
y:, nuin, nr (Jhil, ? It 111ny he iu;~ rrcd the c ·1·Hpo " 'n, from , ·irginin. 

but it i, 11ot •· pL1,iti,·cly ., ...,o. tat1•d, nor i-. then· on either point that 
• certniuty that ,youl,l ju,tify n 1ungi trate in con1mitl ing nu acc.:u5"u 
part)'." J\gaiu, ~fr. liuntor "hn,·ing the <lYidonc," nod information in 
bi poss ion, should hn,·t, incorporated it in the affiJaYit. ·• Hf'! 
wears to a legal couclusiou ,vbco he says " .,oppoc ,1i-d~d and flbeU~d.'' 

\\
1 hat coo titut t!s aiding and abcttin9 •· is a question of la,Y aod n,,t 

nl"·nys of~ sy elution." l\Ir . llun1er·.s •· opinion is not authority. 
I! ~hoHl<l hnvo S\\'Oru to the in,,, . " •· 'fhcat'thlaYit is fatnlly defectivt• 
in thi that JJuntor "'ear-. to his he.lief." 1'he ,,·hol1• ca!,o i-. this: .A 
pnper was pr ented lo me purporting to be an a tlida,;t ru:ide under a 
It\". of ,..,ongr , hu not rnad~ b fore nn otli"er recogniz-Od by that 
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law, or if the law of 1850 applies to this class of cases, lacking to its 
authenticity an essential requisite prescribed by that la\\·. That paper 
,vas made the basis of a ' demand that I sboul<l arrest and surrender for 
trial for crime in a distant State, a. citizen of this State, \Vhile it con
tained only the slatement of a person " ' holly unkno,vn to 1ne that he 
believed the citizen \\'as guilty of a crimei \Yhich crime, if conimittetl 
at all, might, for aught appearing in the paper, have been committed 
in any other State as ,Yell as Virginia. I refused the demand made 
upon me; and no"' • after a more full and careful consideration of the 
mat.ter than I then gave it, I am content with the decision then made. 

J.\,1y action in this matter is not without precedent in our own Statt'. 
My immediate pre<lecessor refused a " ·arrant for a citizen of this State. 
upon a requisition from the State of Indiana, upon the ground that the 
affidavit upon which the requisition "''as based, although sufficient in 
substance, ,vas made before a notary public. The Governor of Indiana 
did not, as I am advised, consider this refusal as evidence that the 
people or authorities of Iowa ,vere unwilling to perf~rm their consti
tutional obligations, or a matter of sufficient importance to be the 
subject of a special message to the General Assembly of that State. 

The Governor of Virginia complains that I did uot cause Coppoc 
to be arrested and held until another requisition in proper form could 
have been sent to me. The la,Y of the State proYides the manner in 
,vbich such provisional arrest shall be macle (Code, Sec. 3284, and tlle 
remaining sections of that chapter). 1 called the attention of the agent 
of Virginia specially to this la"' , read it to him and pla,ced it in bis 
hands, an<l requested him to advise ,vith counsel in relation thereto 
and act upon that advice. For some reason, doubtless satisfactory to 
himself, but wholly unkno,vn to rue, he did not, so far as I haYe 
learned, act under the provisions of that la\-V. If the Governor of 
Virginia has cause for complaint against any person on this point, iL 
is against his own agent, anci. not against me. 

The Governor of Virginia also complains that the first of my letters 
to him was published in the papers of this State before it bad reached 
him. 'This is probably true. During the afternoon of tho day on 
which the requisition ,vas presented to me, and after that fact had 
become public, many inquiries were made of me touching the matter. 
and great desire expressed to kno,v my reasons for refusing the ,Yar
ran t. It ,vould have been useless and absurd in me to ·haYe affected 
secrecy in regard to the matter ,vheu the agent of Virginia. had hiu1-
self made it public; and I answered inquiries by stating the ftt.l'LS, and 
fur 1ny reasons referred to 1ny letter, a copy of ,Yhieh I h:1d kept. 
8ome of the gent,lem~n ,vho read the letter suggested that, as Lile ruat
ter ,vould probably excite some public interest, it "·ould be ,Yell to 
publish the letter, and not being able to see bow, un<ler the circn111-
sta,nces, any possible injury could result from its publication, I allowed 

-



c;opios to bo ta.ken for that purposo. It i'3 to me a 1natter of profound 
regret that tho Governor of Virginia did not, in his special n1essa.gc, 
content himself ,vit.h an exan1iua.tion of the legality of tho documents 
seut by bi m lo we, a.1u.l o( n1y oillcial action th131•eon, ,vithout atte1npt · 
ing to con,·t•rt a. <tttPstiou of olllcia.l po,vcr arid duty into a question of 
pcrdnna.l n1oti\"es. Nut. sat is fying hintself, apparently, that he lu1d a 
g11oil en.use o f cotuplaint again::.t rue upon tho la.,v or the fac ts of the 
case, he r epeat.-; so1ne hear.say, some su.:;picions of his o,vn or his 
:.i.Jtonts, s0111c broken extracts from my inaugural n,ddrcss, u.nd from all 
I hc.:;c, atterupls to justify hi!'.! iusinuations of my sympathy with the 
(•riiu cs lately conn:uittcd in \ ~irginia, and of 1uy desire, perhaps efforts, 
fur the cscapo of lhis allegl'd fugiti ve. I rt>pel all such suggestion,. 
1•01ning fron1 hinl or fro1u others. "ith tho scorn thoy deserve; and 1 
\\'unhl not <liguify th1•n1 hy :.iuy notice "ere it not for this considera
t ion. H.ight-tninuc, l 1nen in oth1•1· Sta.Li's 1uay ,vcll suppose that the 
-., hief "1:igi:-lr!lte of Virginia. could not tnake cha.rgos so grossly viola
t ivo of lhe courtesy dul} by hinl to the ('hicf l\lagistrl\te of a sister 
~tato, unles.~ hu kno,v the chargc::t to be snsta.inotl by the facts, and 
1night. 1·oustrne n1y silcnc-c into :tu a.dtnissio11 of their truth . 

'l'hc f:H'l I hn.t an ngent. o[ Virgi ni:t. ,va.s hero ,vit.h a requisition for 
Coppoc hccan1e publicly kuo\Yn in this pln,c•e solely through the a c ts of 
that, ngont hin1s1•1f. I dcnietl myc;olf what I greatly d eAiretl, tho priYi
lci;to uf eon ·ult::ition ,vith gcntlen1en, in ,vhose opinions I had confi
il1•n1·c, t11nuhing the legality o f the papers submitted to me, lest the 
n1att •r 111 ight the1·ehy 1 through inadYert:u1cc, bccornc kuo,,·n. 11ftcr I 
hrt1l <·onunnnicntt!d to him m.r clt!lermiuation no t; to grn.nt the " ·arrant 
<le1ununl'd, he snt iu ruy otlice conversing freely with 1ne on the sub
ject. l>nring our conversation, other persons came in on busiue .. s 
\\'i th nH. nnd, to 1ny surprise, he continued the conversation in their 
pre,, tH·t•. I ,airl lo hin\ thnt I had isnppose,l he did not ,vish hi~ uu-.i-
11P-;"' to lip n,ado pnblic: to ,vhich ht' replied that, aq tht• ,v:uTant htuJ 
liP.-.11 r1 f11s,,<1, h,· did nut ca.l'e "'ho knc,Y his busiue-is, and l'Ol1tiu11e1l 
the 1•011,· r,ation. Ju this rna11111•1· the fact th&t a rcqnisilion had b~t'll 

1nud1• fnr Coppoc heeauH kn11"•11 in this plal'e; and I a1n <'redi bly i u
forn1ed that it "'·t1~ ,,·oll k1lll\\'U in Io,Ya City to rnany per~ous thPn•. 
th11t tho agent of \ rirginin. "'as on his ,vay to this place "·itl1 such 
roqni ition h ,forLI h1• 1 cac·hell here. 

Thi in~innntiou that I had nnythillg to ,lo. ,lircl·tly or indirectly, 
\\·ith .. cue.ling iufurnlnli1111 to Cnppnc thnt t\ re11ni:,itio11 had been n11Hlt-> 
f,,r hi111, i~ itnpl~· aud 11oqualif1cdly 1111tr11c; 1101· Jun·,, I uny mc.1u .. ol 
kno\\'ing \\'h •thf11· s111.:h in1\,r111r1.1 io11 ,,•n., .. ,•nt hy ot her-1, vl', ii ,1i, t.y 
"hon, out, other thar, thut con11n1Ht tt, all p1•r,011, lheu al th~ Capital 

COllllllOll 1 Hlll01". 

\\' ere I iii po,c<l to follo\\· the cour,c pursued by the Go,eroor of 
\ ·irginin. 1 uiigut, perhaps, tiu<l iu thi:, Ulattcr suili"ient lu ju~tify the 
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conclusion, that be has been throughout more anxious to lay a founda
tion for complaint against Iowa, for the purpose of inflaming sec
tional prejudice, than to procure the return of Coppoc to Virginia. 
The facts that the papers transmitted are so grossly defective; that the 
agent sent with them was so careless to keep secret his ,mission; that 
when his demand for a warrant \Vas refused on the ground that his 
papers were insufficient, he failed to make use of the law pointed out 
to him for the provisional arrest of the alleged fugitive until ne"' 
papers could be procured; and that the Governor of Virginia, without 
answering my letters or asking any explanations, has seen fit to pro
mulgate his extraordinary special message, might justify that conclu
sion to those who are astute to discover, and deem it consistent with 
fair dealing to impute bad motives for all acts done by others; and the 
same process of reasoning might lead me to conclude that his declara
tions of attachment to the Union are but a cover to conceal, on his 
part, the design openly proclaimed by many with whom he fraternizes, 
politically, to destroy that Union if they cannot control it. 

The people of Iowa need no defense at my hands. They love the 
Union and are determined it shall be preserved. Their fealty to it is 
not determined by the fact whether or not they control its policy and 
enjoy its honor and emoluments, and although they may believe at 
times that that policy is controlled for improper purposes, and those 
honors and emoluments placed in unworthy bands, they will still 
,quietly wait until a change shall be made in a legitimate and constitu
tional way, and when that time shall have come they will see to it that 
the Union shall still be preserved. 

Permit me to say, in conclusion, that, in my judgment, one of the 
most important duties of the official position I hold is to see that no 
citizen of Iowa is carried beyond her border, and subjected to the 
ignominy of imprisonment and the perils of trial for crimes in another 
State, otherwise than by due process of law. That duty I shall per
form. Whenever the Governor of Virginia, or of any other State, 
shall transmit to me papers, properly executed and containing proper 
proof, demanding the surrender of any one of our people, I shall 
promptly issue a warrant for his rendition- and not till then. 

SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

A. 

THE CO~IMONWEA.LTH OF VIRGINIA, TO THE EXECUTIVE AUTHORITY 

OF THE STATE OF low A: 

Whereas it appears by the annexed document, which is hereby 
CPrtified as authentic, that Barclay Coppoc 1s a fugitive from justice 
from this State, charged with the crime of treason, conspiring with 
and advising slaves to rebel and make insurrection, and with murder 
peri,ettated l!>t the town ot Harper's Ferry, in this Co1llmonwealth1 o~ 
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the sixteenth and seventeenth days of October, in the year 1859: Nov., 
therefore I. John Letcher, Governor of the State of Virginia, haYe 
thought proper, by virtue of the provisions of the Constitution of the 
United States, in such cases made and provided, and of the laws of 
Congress in pursuance thereof, to demand of the Executive authority 
of Io"'ra, the arrest and surrender of Barclay Coppoc, and that he be 
delivered to C. Camp, who is hereby appointed the agent to receive 
him on the part of this Commonwealth. 
--·- Gi ,en under my hand as Governor, and under the Great 

{ ~ ~· Seal of the State, at Richmond, this 10th day of Janua.ry, 
-- •- 1860, and in the eighty-fourth year of the Common\vealth. 

JOHN LETCBER. 

B. 

EXECUTIVE CHAMBER, low A., i 
Des Moines, January 23, 1860. f 

To His Excellency, the Governor of Vir_qinia: 
SrR:-Y our requisition for Barclay Coppoc, alleged to be a fugitive 

from justice from the State of Virginia, was this day placed in my 
hands by Mr. Camp. Having carefully considered the same, 1 am of 
opinion that I cannot, in the proper discharge of my duty as Execu
ti,e of this State, grant the requisition, because it does not, in my 
opinion, come within the provisions of the Constitution of the United 
States, and of the la\vs of Congress, passed in pursuance thereof. The 
certificate of the Notary Public, that the paper purporting to be the 
affidavit of Andre,v Hunter, was sworn to, is not authenticated by his 
Notarial Seal, and for that reason, is no higher evidence of that fact, 
than ,vould be the statement of any other citizen. Were this the only 
difficulty, I would, as it is in its nature technical, feel disposed to 
waive it in this case; but there is a further defect, which in my judg
ment is fatal, and \vhich my duty will not allow me to overlook. 

'fhe law provides that the Executive authority of a State demand
ing any person as a fugitive from justice, shall produce to the Execu
tive authority of the State on ,v-hich the demand is made " the copy of 
an indictment found, or an affidavit made before a magistrate" of the 
State by which the demand is made. Iu this case, there is not a copy 
of auy indictment produced, and the affidavit prodnced, is made be
fore a Notary Public, who is not, in my judgment, a magistrate, withiq 
tqe meaning of the law of Congress. 

This is a matter in which, as r understand, I have no discretionary. 
po\.ver. Had the application been mi+<le to me in proper form, charg
ing the offense chargeq in this case, the requisition must have been 
granted; and as it is, I have not any n1ore authority to snrreader the 
person demanded, than if requesteu to do so by a private letter. 

. . Very respectfully, SAMUEL J . KIRKWOOD. . . . 
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c. 
EXECOTrYE OFFICE, IOWA, l 

Des Moines, January 24, 1860. f 
To His Excellency, the Governor of Virginia: 

On yesterday, Mr. Camp, of your State, presented to me _a requisi
tion for Barclay Coppoc, which I declined to grant, fo1· reasons stated 
in a letter to you, ,vbich I handed to him, (Mr. Camp). 

I hnxe sinc-e examined more carefully the body of the affidavit of 
Andre\V Hunter, and beg leave to call your attention to it. Mr. Hunter 
states that from information received by him from certain persons con· 
demoed ancl executed iu your State and from other facts which ba,·e 

• 
come to his koo,vleclge, he believ~s that Coppoc ,vas aiding and abet• 
ting John Bro,vn and others, ,vho on certain days, in Virginia, com• 
mitted certain crimes, and that from information recently received, he 
verily believes Coppoc is a fugitive from justice, escaping in this State. 
It is not stated, unless it be inferentially, that Coppoc committed the 
acts charged, in the State of Virginia, nor are any of the facts upon 
\Vhich affiant bases his belief of Coppoc1s guilt stated. 

It seems to me very desirable that in case you shall deem it your 
duty again to demand Coppoc fro1n the Executi\'e authority of this 
State, that no question ma.y arise upon the sufficiency of the papers 
upon ,vbich the dumand shall be 1nndo, and I have therefore deemed it 
proper to make to you the above sngge:;tious. 

Very respectfully, 
SA111UEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

A VETO MESSAGE-1\!UST HAVE GOOD MONEY. 
ExECUTJVE OFFICE, l 

March 80, 1860. [ 

Gentlemen of the Senate :-I her~,vith return to your house, in 
which it originated, ,vithonL my approval, "An act to amend an act 
entitled, an act authorizing general banking in the State of Iowa." 
passed ty the Seventh General Assembly. 

Should the proposed act become a Ia,v, it would change the existing 
law in these particulars: First, by permitting banks to be organized 
thereunder, ,vith a paid-up capital of $25,000 instead of $50,000 as no,v 
provided. Second, by abolishing the office of Bank Commissioners as 
provided by the original law, and dispensing with the supervision nnd 
control by these com1uissioners or 1he ba.11ks that might be established; 
and, third, by permitting the establish1neut of banks in towns "'ith a 
population of two hundred and fifty inhab1ta.nts instead of five hundred 
as 1·equired by the original law. 

It seems very clear to 1ne that the second and third of these 
~hanges would be very injurious to our people by bringing into disre• 
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pute our entire banking system and inflicting upon us an irredeemable 
paper currency. 

The Bank Commissioners (whose duties it is proposed to dispense 
,vitb) are now required to make semi-annually, and as much oftener as 
they 1nay deem advisable, thorough and searching examinations of 
each bank for the purpose of ascertaining if the law has been complied 
,vit'h, and the public are safe in receiving the bills in circulation; and, 
in case they find the law has not been complied with, and that the pub
lic are not safe, they are empo,vered to take proper steps to secure the 
public safety. These commissioners cannot be either directly or indi
rectly engaged in banking under the law, and must be sworn to a 
faithful and impartial discharge of their duties. I am well satisfied 
lhat the provisions of the la"v providing for the appointment of these 
commissioners, and defining their po~•ers and duties, are wise and 
salutary, and that the performance of these duties is essential to the 
protection of the people, and I cannot approve an act which proposes 
to leave our people without that protection ,vhich is so essential to 
their safety. 

The provisions of the original law prohibiting the establishment of 
a bank in any city or town wjth a population less than five hundred 
are also, in my judgment, eminen tly ,vise and proper. 

The object of the law was to prevent the establishment of banks at 
points remote and inaccessible to those ,vho might wish to present 
their bills for redemption; in other words, to prevent the flooding of 
our State with a paper currency practically irredeemable, and at the 
same time to _prevent the establishment of banks of issue at points 
where they could not do a legitimate business, and must, therefore, be 
necessarily unsafe. Banks of issue can be tolerated only ,vben their 
bills are at all times convertible into specie, and any laws which prac
tically prevent such convenience are un,.viseand injurious. The States 
of Wisconsin and Illinois have no"v a paper currency practically irre
deemable, and our people, as well as the people of those States, are an
nually suffering a heavy loss in consequence. It does not appear to 
1ne to be wise and prudent to increase the evil by adding to t he cur
rency UO\V in circulation largely among us an additional amount of 
like character issued in our own State. 

It may be urged that the General Assembly and Executive of the 
State are not required to examine banking la\VS ,vith the same care 
and caution as others, because banking laws, after having been passed 
by the General Assembly and approved by the Governor, do not take 
effect unless approved by the people. I cannot concur in this opinion . 
ln my judgment, the constitutional requirement that laws of this 
character should be approved by the people before going into effect, 
,vas not designed as a license to the General Assembly and Governor 
to shh·k t4eir dQties and responsibilities, and pass and approv~ Stlvh 
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laws without e"tamination and deliberation, because the people were 
to pass finally upon them, but ,va-. intended to provide an additional 
or,leal through ,vhich snch laws should. pas:; after the General Asseru
bl~ and Governor had done their \\'hoie duty as in other cases. 

SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

By this tin1el}· veto ,ve ,vere ~nved from the calamitie~ 
that would have followed the establishrr1ent in our State of u 
... ,,·stem of "v\'"'ild Cat,, banking that bad from beyond our 
Pastern and western borders cursed us for years. 

Writing to Suel Foster, one of the trustees of and the 
father of the Agricultural College in the early days of that 
in"'titution, in regard to the economical expenditure of funds 

for it, the Governor say'-: 
"For one, I "·ill not con..;ent to ha\'e ::.tanding on the farm a pile of 

unfinished building~ as a ruoou1nent of my folly and business ca.pacity.'' 

It ,vas the '' economy '' and ·' busine-:;s capacity" of the 
< iovernor and friends of the college during its infancy that 
c•ontrihnted to make it the nohle institution it is to-day. 

The Presidential election of thi~ year ,vas a very exciting 
one. ,vith four tickets in the field, and ,\'1th 1Ir. Lincoln, 
personally the stronge::..t n1un on either, as the stanuard
licarer of the Republican part~\ it looked fro1n the start as 
though he would have a "walk over" in the Presidential 
race; and such it proved to be, yet there never bad such an 
array of able speakers been engaged in the field as then. 
Mr. Douglass took the ~tump and canvassed nearly the whole 
country, and Mr. Breckenridge advorated bis canse in bis 

own State. 
The defection by Mr. Se"·ard's friends that "·as counted 

nn in Ne,v York an<l by those of :\Ir. Bates in :\lis8ouri did 
not materialize, and Mr. Lincoln bad no more ardent and 
active supporters than " "ere bis competitors in the Chicago 
l 'onvention. The canYas~ ,vas one of principle alone. 1\ll 
per~onalities were kept in the hack ground. N c,·cr in any 
political c·nn)pnign did our people get su<:h excellent les:-on~. 
Pr E-o n1urh good instruction on the ~nhject of civil libert~·, 
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is not a living organization. The time has not come to write its his• 
tory, nor is either of us its proper historian. Its nan1e and the names 
of the statesmen and soldiers it has giYen in our country will be cher
ished in our State, ,vhen your na1ne and mine will be forgotten. The 
~epublican party is a living organization, you either misunderstand 
or misrepresent its purposes and its history. It is not "thoroughly 
abolitionized,,, unless ''abolitionism'' consists in an earnest and deter
mined, but peaceable and constitutional opposition to tli,e extension oj' 
slavery into free territory. Its convention ,vas a National and not a 
sectional one. True all the States were not represented in that con
vention, not because any we1·e excluded by the call, but because some 
did not choose to send delegates, but more States were represented 
by full delegations than in either of the remnants of the convention at 
BalLimore that nominated ].\,Jr. Douglass and 1\1r. Breckenridge. 

Its candidate, Mr. Lincoln, is not nor has ever been an ''abolition
ist," unless the term is to be understood as above stated, nor did he 
exhibit "factious hostility in Congress" to the J.\,le:xican war. I may 
not properly understand what you mean by the assertion that Mr. 
Lincoln "ackno,vledged his obligation,, to the "higher law," but if you 
mean that if he shall find himself commanded bytbe law of man to do 
or not to do an act under penalty, the doing or not doing of which is 
expressly prohibited to or enjoined on him by the law of God, he will 
in such case "obey God rather than man,'' you define his position truly. 

You say in substance that you a.nd I acted together politically in 1848, 
as members of the then Democratic party, and that no,v while you are 
a member of the same Democratic party, I am a member of tbe Repub
lican party. You err somewhat in this. Yon are a 1nember of but a 
faction of the Democratic party, and the members of the other faction 
or the same party, apply to you and your associates the ter1n ":1.boli
tionist, '' as flippantly, as unctuously and as justly as you apply it to 
the Republicans. You are a Douglassite and not a Democrat. 

Why I am not one or the other I will state briefly. I believe the 
men ,vho made the Constitution, and the ruen ,vho received it from 
their hands and put it in motion, understood the meaning of tLat in
strument better than Mr. Pierce, 1'1r. Buchanan, J.\,1r. Douglass and 
Mr. Breckenridge. I know that those men and the men who for many 
years followed them in the control of our National Government be
lieved and acted upon the belief that Congress had po,ver to prohibit 
slaYery in the Territories, and therefore I cannot accept the teachings 
of the new men of the Democratic Party, "vho deny Congress that 
power. The Breckenridge faction directly favor the introduc~ion of 
slavery into all the 1'erritories, ,vbile the best that can be said for the 
Douglass faction is, that it "don't ca.re" whether slavery be so intro
dnced or not. In my judgment neither faction occupies the ground held 
by the Democratic party in 1848, nor does either faction occupy the right 

~ 
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ground, anrl therefore I cannot act ,vith either, but I can and do cor
din1ly sy1npathize "'ith the Republican party, ,vhich "·hilo earnest'ly 
deprec:ating and opposing the extension of slavery into free Territory, 
seeks to use no means to that end not sanctioned by the fathers of the 
Constitution and the Union. So much for your speech, no"\\· for you.r 
challenge. 

I very much regret that I cannot accept it. My entire time for the 
lll'Xt t,vo weeks is already engaged. I have also accepted several in
,·itations to attend Republican mass meetings after that time, at points 
,ptite distant from each other, aud ,vilh several days between their 
dateg, Besides I do not desire to confine myself wholly to counties 
south of the J\1. & ~1. (no"' the Rock Island) Railroad, nor ,vould I be 
""illing to ,vaste so much tirne as would result from allowin~ "an 
iuter,·al of at least forty-eight hours bct\veen the different meetings 
out of l{eoknk county.,, For these reasons I mnst respectfully decline 
your cba.llengc. \"'ery respectfully, SAJ.\,1UEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

Sucl1 a reputation as a platform speaker had the Gov
ernor mado in hia canvass with Mr. Dodge, the previous 
year, that he was floo<led with invitations from all parts of 
the State to address large public meetings, several counties 
often uniting to get up monster demonstrations, and some of 
then1 ,Ycre so largo that two and three different stands were 
erected and occupied by different speakers at the same time. l 

From his old home in Ohio came this invitation: 

!\-IANSFIELD, Ohio, Sept. 12, 1860. 
Hon. Samuel J. Kirkzvood: 

DEAR SIR-Our County Central Committee have appointed Friday, 
tho 6th day of Octouer, for a 111ass meeting of the Republicans of this 
and adjoining counties, designed to be the gathering of the campaign 
for "all this region." We are instructed to invite you to be present 
\\'ith us on that day to address the people with whom you are held 
no,v 111ore than ever in gl',\ teful re1nen1 bra.nee for distinguished 
services ns the leader of the opposition in this county to ~lr. Douglass' 
tirst l:lbored effort for the Presidential chair. 

,,·u1 you not be with us 9 We shall confidently expl"Ct you. 
Please reply at. your earliest convenience, and oblige, 

Your friends, 
Z. S. STOCKING, 

I. H. FORD, 

R. BRISKERHOFF, 

G. GASS, 
Committee. 

• 
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Since the establishment of our Government, with the ex 
ception of the Presidential election ,vhcn 11r. J effcrson ,vas 
elected over Mr. Adams, no one election was more hotly 
eontested, nor did any one attract more attention or call forth 
more effort than the one of 1860. The result with r~ference 
to the four candidates was peculiar. The popular vote was 
as follows: Lincoln, 1,857,610; Douglass, 1,365,976; 
Breckenridge, 847,953; Bell, 590,631. Of votes in the 
electoral college Lincoln had 180; Douglass, 12; Brecken
ridge, 72; Bell, 39. 

It seems very singular that under our form of govern
ment Messrs. Breckenridge and Bell should get more than 
nine times as many electoral votes, while they got but few 
more popular votes, than Mr. Douglass, a.nd that Mr. Bell 
should get more than three times as many electoral votes as 
Mr. Douglass, while Mr. Douglass had more than twice RS 

many popular votes. But such was the case, and that un
der a legal count. 

Soon after election Governor Kirkwood wrote Mr. 
Lincoln: 

l EXECUTIVE OFFICE, Iowa, 1'.~ov. 15, 1860. 

Hon. Abraham Lincoln, President-Elect of the United States: 
DEAR SIR - Permit me to congratulate yvu, and I most heartily do, 

upon the result of the recent Presidential election, and to express the 
earnest hope that your admini,;tration may prove as useful to our 
country and as honorable to yourself as you yourself can desire. 

Very respectfully, 
8Al1UEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

The result of the election created a great deal of dissatis
faction at the South, and mutterings of discontent and 
threats not to abide by it were quite frequent, and the 
threats were growing bolder every day, and they created a 
feverish feeling in the public mind at the North. 

Under this state of feeling Governor l{irkwood deter
mined to visit the President-elect at bis home in Springfield, 
Ill., and learn, from :i personal interview, ''what manner of 

-
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man he was," and whether he could be depended upon to 
meet the difficulties in store for him and the Union-loving 
people of the country. 

.. The account of that interview is given in the Governor's 
~ own words in an article written by himself and published in 

the Iowa Historical R ecord: 
£... 

Editor Iowa Historical Record :-In compliance with your request, 
I submit an account of my first meeting ,vith Abraham Lincoln. His 
nomination by the Republicans, in 1860, as the candidate for the Pres
idency ,vas very favorably r eceived by the great body of the party, 
although there was some disappointment felt in some of the Eastern 
States, particularly by the friends of Mr. Seward, and to a less extent 
by the fr iends of Mr. Chase. But in the West, especially by that por
tion of our people whom Mr. Lincoln so aptly afterwards called '' the 
plain people," the feeling of his party friends in his favor was earnest 
and enthusiastic His great debate w ith Mr. Douglass in 1858, and 
his Cooper Institute speech in 1860, had con,inced everybody of his 
great ability, his thorough understanding of the great questions in
volved in the pending contest, his conservative views on those ques
tions, bis sterling honesty, his candor and his courage. In short, it 
,vas thoroughly believed that although he was not, as the term was 
then understood, a politici2tn-that he was a statesman in t.he better 
sense of the term. 

After his election two elements of opposition to his administration 
rapidly developed. Firstly, the secession element, composed of those 
who had, ever since the days of Nullification, determined upon the 
dissolution of t he Union; and, secondly, of those who earnestly sought 
to force Mr. Lincoln and his friends, through fear, into some compro
mise which would give to slavery all it contended for. 

I had never met Mr Lincoln, nor did I expect to attend his in
auguration. But, a s time passed on, I t hought it due to him and to 
the official position I then held in my State to pay my respects to him 
before he left his home for Washington . I was further led to do this 
by the increasing excitement and alarm in the country growing out of 
the increasing boldness a.nd power of t he secession movement in the 
South, and the increasing efforts of those North and South who clam
ored for " peace at any price;'' and it is but candid to say that I 
desired to form for myself, from a personal interview with Mr. Lin
coln, a more satisfactory opinion t han I otherwise could of his "equip
ment II to meet the u nexpected aud terrible responsibilities that he 
would probably have to meet. 

Accordingly, early in J anuary, 1861, I went to Springfield, Ill. 
I did not expect that I should meet any one there whom I knew, un-

' 
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less it might be Mr. Hatch, who \vas then the Secreta1·y of State of 
Illinois, whom I had met at Chicago at the Republican National Con
vention in 1860, and with whom I had there formed a slight acquaint· 
a.nee. I did meet him, either on the evening of my arrival at Spring
fje)q 9r the :,;iext morni_ng. He introduced me to Governor Yates. I 
told them in general terms the object of my visit, and that I was em
barrassed to know when and where I could have an interview \Vith 
Mr. Lincoln. They told me that he had a room, or rooms, in the city. 
at which he attended every day bet,veen certain hours, but that his 
time, on such occasions, ,,,as so occupied by bis many callers that there 
,vas neither time nor opportunity for such an interview as they under
stood I wanted, and they proposed that at an hour they named they 
would accompany me to his residence and introduce me to him, and I 
could have my interview the1·e. I hesitated somewhat about going to 
his residence, as he might perhaps consider it an intrusion, but they 
insisted he would not so consider it, and as I was anxious to accom
plish my purpose and to return home as soon as possible, I consented 
to go with them. We started at the time appointed and on our way 
we saw at some distance before us a tall man of somewhat remark
able appearance. Before we met, either Governor Yates or Secretary 
Hatch said, "There is Lincoln now." As we met they shook hands 
and I was introduced to Mr. Lincoln, and after a short conversation I 
told him in general terms the purpose of my visit, and that, at the 
suggestion of the Governor and Secretary, we were on our way to visit 
him· at his residence, as they had informed me there ,vould not be a very 
favorable opportunity for a private conversation with him at his rooms 
up town. He r eplied in substance that was all right; that he was 
going up town on an errand, and that the gentlemen \Vith me and my
self should go on to his home and he would soon return. As we were 
about to separate he said to me that if i t ,vould suit me as well, he 
would call on 1ne at my room in the hotel at which I was stopping, 
and that we would be less liable to inte1Tuption there than at his 
house. I was not then (nor am I now) much acquainted with the 
etiquette of calls upon or by Presidents or Presidents-elect, and I J,ave 
since thought that he did not know much more on that some,vhat in
tricate subject than I did or care any more about it. I gladly assented 
to his suggestion and we separated, I going to my room at the hotel. 
Within an hour Mr. Lincoln came to my room and we bad a long and 
what was to me a very interesting conversation. I cannot, of course. 
undertake to give his language or my own. I told him in substance 
that our Iowa people ,vere very much excited over the condition of 
the country North and South-that they were devotedly attached to 
the union of the States, and would never consent to its dissolution on 
a.uy terms; that they were not to be frightened into abandoning their 
principles by bluster and bravado, and that he might depend upon 
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them to sustain him to the utmost of their power in preserving the 
peace, if that could be fairly done, and in preserving the Union in any 
event and at ,vbatever c@st. 

Mr. Lincoln listened with great attention and .apparent intere~t and 
expressed great satisfaction at ,vhat I had said touching the intention 
o~ the people of Io.wa to give their earnest support to his admini~tra-. . . ...... . - · · . . . . ' . - _. . . . -
t~·on. He procee~ed to say that he still _had strong hope tf:lat a peace• 
fut ·and safe ·solution might yet be ha·d of our p-resent·tr·oubles-that "it 
seemed to.him .incredible tha:t any large portion of our peopl~ even in 
~~~ _States threatening sec~ssion, ~ould rea_lly desire a dissolutiop. 9f 
the Union that had done them nothing but good; that his o,vn opinion 
that Congress had not the po,ver to abolish slavery in the States " 'here 
it existed was well known before his nomination; that the convention 
by "\Vhich he ,vas nominated, ,vith full knowledge of that opinion, had 
nominated him, and that wit.h full knowledge of both these facts he 
had been constitutionally elected; that he would not consent to or ad
vise his friends to consent to any bargain or so-called compromise that 
amounted to a purchase of the constitutional rights growing out of the 
late election, because the so doing would be an invitation to the 
defeated party, or parties, in future elections to pursue the course now 
being pursued with the hope of achieving like success by like means, 
thus reducing our Government to the level of Mexico, which was then 
in a constant state of revolution; that he would bear and forbear much 
to preserve peace and the integrity of the Union, but if the issue 
was clearly made between war and a dissolution of the Union, 
then, however much he might regret the necessity, he would use 
all the constitutional po,vers of the Government for its preser
vation, relying on God's justice and the patriotism of the people for 
success. 
· It is now about thirty years since I had this interview with Mr. Lin

coln, and my life for several years after was a busy oue. I, therefore, do 
not claim to give his words-only his ideas-nor do I claim that what 
was said consisted as herein stated of a continued opening statement 
by me and a continued reply by him; on the contrary, the interview 
was, to some extent, conversational, although much the greater part 
of ,vhat was said was said by him. He spoke calmly, earnestly and 
with great feeling. I listened with anxious interest and heard with 
profound satisfaction . 

When he left I went ,vith him to the door of the hotel, and when I 
returned to the office I found myself an object of considerable atten
tion. It was known that Mr. Lincoln was up stairs with somebody, 
and when it appeared that I was that body, a good many people about 
the hotel seemed anxious to learn who l was and where I had come 
from. 

I I left for home with & strong conviction, which never left me, that 
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he \Vas the right man in the right place, and the longer he lived tbP 
stIJOnger that conviction grew. 

8. J. KIRKWOOD. 

Iowa 0-ity, January 14, 1891. 

• ( f Five states, South Carolina, Louisiana, Alabama, Georgia 
-" and Arkansas, seceded before the inauguration of Mr. Lin

coln, not waiting to see what his policy would be. They 
seemed to have a foreknowledge that their favorite institu
tion was doomed; for they remembered that Mr. Lincoln had 
prophesied that this country must eventually become all free 
or all slave territory, and they very well kne\V that slavery 
was an institution that never could cross Mason and 
Dixon's line. 

Gov. Kirkwood went to Washington and was present at 
Mr. Lincoln's inauguration, and with some Ohio friends 
ai;sisted in getting Mr. Chase into the cabinet as Secretary of 
the Treasury, a most fortunate appointment for both the 
Administration and the country. 

The nervousness of the country during the early months 
of the year 1861 in regard to the unsettled state of affairs, 
is indicated by the letter of Gov. Kirkwood to Senator 
Grimes, and by captains of various military companies in the 
State tendering to the President and the Governor their 
services. 

DES MOINES, IA., January 12, 1861. 
Bon. James W. Grimes: 

DEAR Sm:-lt really appears to me as though our Southern friends 
are determined on the destruction of our Government, unless they can 
change its whole basis and make it a government for the growth and 
spread of slavery. The real point of controversy is in regard to 
slaYery in the territories. On that point I \\'ould be "rilling to go 
thus far : Restore the question of slavery in our present territories to 
the position in which it was placed by the compromise measures of 
1850, and before passing the Kansas-Nebraska bill, and adn1it Kansas 
as a free state at once. The ,vhole country agreed to do this once. 
and therefore could do so a.gain. As to future acquisitions of terri
tory, do either one of two things: 1st, Prohibit future acquisition;;; 
except by the vote of two thirds of each branch of Congress, or: 2nd, 

l 
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:rvtake the condition of the Territory at the time of its acquisition its 
permanent condition until admitted as a state. 

I think neither of these requires an abandonment of principles, or 
involves disgrace to either party, North or South. 

But at all hazards the Union must be honored; the laws must be 
l enforced. What can I do in the premises? Shall I tender the aid of 

the State to Mr. Buchanan? Some of our people desire an extra 
session-I do not. My present intention is not to call an extra session 
till after the 4th of March. If afte1· that time an extra session be nec
essary to support the Government, I will so far as in me lies see to it 
that the last fighting man in the State, and the last dollar in the 
treasury are deYoted to that object, and our people will sustain me. 
If such aid is required by Mr. Buchanan, it is at his service. Please 
consult our delegation and write me fully such course as you think 
best to be pursued. Very truly, 

SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 
P. S.-Can anything be done in the way of procuring arms for this 

State beyond the regular quota for the current year? Cannot an 
arsenal be established and supplied in some North-western free state? 

K. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, i 
Iowa, Jan. 22, 1861. f 

His Excellency, the Governor of the State of Maryland: 
S1R:-Permit me to tender you my hearty thanks, and those of the 

people of Iowa, for the patriotic and manly stand you have taken 
against disunion and treason. 

I am a native of the State of Maryland and I feel a great, and I 
trust an honest pride in knowing that the good old State stands firmly 
to the Constitution and the Union in these trying days, when so many 
are disposed to abandon both. This I am satisfied is in a great meas• 
ure due to the bold stand you haYe taken, and when passion shall have 
subsided, and when reason and love of country shall have assumed 
the ascendant, your name will stand high on the roll of those whom 
the people delight to honor. · 

With sentiments of high regard I remain 
Your obedient servant, 

SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, l 
Jan. 28, 1861. f 

To Hon. Jas. Harlan, Jas. W. Grimes, Samuel R. Curtis and Wrn. 
Vandever: 

GENTLEMEN :-You will find herewith a paper requesting you, if you 
consider it advisable. to attend a meeting of the commissioners of the 
clifl'erent S4ites at \\. ashington City on the 4th of February next. I 
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,vish you to be guided wholly by your o,vn discretion as to your 
attendance. 

I confess the whole thing strikes me unfavorably. The very early 
day named renders it impossible for the distant States to select and 
send commissioners, and also it is liable to the construction that it ,vas 
the intention to force action both upon the meeting and upon Con
gress before the 4th of March next and without proper time for deub
eration. Again the fact that the basis of adiustment proposed in the 
resolutions is one that all the free States rejected by an overwhelming 
majority at the presidential election (the votes for Lincoln and Doug
lass being all against it) indicate that either in expectation that the 
free Stases shall stnltify and degrade themselves or a purpose by the 
failure of the com1nissioners to agree upon terms of adjustment to 
afford excuse and justification to those who are already determined to 
leave the Union. You upon the ground can judge of these things 
more correctly than I can here. 

Should you find the meeting disposed to act in earnest for the pre
servation of the Union without seeking the degradation of any of the 
States for that end permit me to make a few suggestions. 

The true policy for every good citizen to pursue is to set his face 
Jike a flint against secession, to call it by its true na1ne-treason-to 
use his influence in all legitimate ,vays to put it down; strictly and 
cordially to obey the laws and to stand by the goYernment in all law
ful measures it may adopt for the preservation of the Union, and to 
trust to the people and the coosti tutect autborit1es to correct under the 
present constitution, and errors that n1ay have been committed or any 
evils or wrongs that have been suffered. 

But if compromise must be the order of the day then that compro
mise should not be a concession by one side of all the other side de
mands and of all for which the conceding side has been contending. 
In other words the North must not be expected to yield all the South 
asks, all the North has contended for and ,von, and then call that com
promise. 1'hat is not compromise and would not bring peace. Such 
" compromise" would not become dry on the parchment on which it 
,vould be written before "agitation'' for its repeal would have com· 
menced. A compromise that would restore good feeling must not de
grade either side. Let me suggest bow in my opinion this can be 
done. Restore the Missouri compromise line to the territory we got 
from France. We all agreed to that once and can, without degrada
tion do so-again. 

The repeal of that line brought on our present troubles; -its restora
tion ought to go far to remove them. As to New Mexico and Utah 
leave them under the laws passed for their government in 1850-tbe 
so-called compromise of that year. We all stood there once and can 
do so again "·ithout de~radatiou . This settles the questjou of slaver~ 
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in all our present territories. As to future acquisitions say we can't 
make any. We thus avoid the slavery question in future. We have 
enough territory for our expansion for a century and let the men of 
that day make another to suit themselves. It says merely we prefer 
our Union as it is to conquest that may endanger i t. The fugitive 

l slaYe law "·as made by the South. The reason of its non-existence is 
its severity. It ig in direct antagonism to the public sentiment of the 
people among whom it is to be executed. If something were done to 
modify it so as to require the alleged fugitive to be taken before the 
officer of the court of the county from which he has alleged to have 
fled and there have a trial if he demand it, in my opinion the la"v 
would be much more effective than it is. 

f 

The personal liberty la\vs arc the acts of the States that have them 
and I doubt not would be repealed \vhen the present excitement dies 
a,vay. Iowa never has had nor does she want one. 

Very respectfully, 

SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

The following is the "paper" above referred to: 

ExECUTIVE OFFICE, Io,v A, l 
Jan. 28, 1861. f 

Hon. Jarnes W. G-rirnes, James Harlan, Samuel R. C'tt1·tis and W1n . 
Vandever: 

GENTLE?>lEN:-I received in the evening of the 21st inst. by mail a 
copy of a preamble and resolutions passed by the General Assembly 
of the State of Virginia on the 19th inst. inviting the other States of 
the Union to send com1nissioners to Washington City to meet there on 
the 4th of February next, commissioners appointed by the State of 
Virginia to consult upon the present unfortunate condition of public 
affairs. I did not receiT"e a copy of said preamble and resolutions by 
telegraph as is contemplated thereby. 

It is impossible for me now to select persons in different parts of 
this Slate and inform them of their appointment in time for them to 
reach Washington City and participate in the convention at the time 
named. 

Under these circumstances I have determined to request you to 
attend said meeting on the part of this State if you shall think it 
ad-risable so to do in vie,v of your official position, of the attendance 
of commissioners from other States and of all the surrounding circum .. 
stances. 

Should you deem it adYisa.ble and proper so to attend these will be 
your credentials. 

Very respectfully, 

SA?t-1UEL. J. l{IRKWOOD, 

• 

• 
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South Carolina seceded on the 20th of December, 1860, 
Louisiana followed on the 23d, and Georgia and Alabamtt
went out in January following, and public affairs were 
assuming an alarming aspect and the dark clouds of war 
were gathering in the political horizon, and though no call 
for troops had been made by either the President or the 
Governor, and no military preparations had been made to 
put down secession, Capt. F. ,T. H erron, of the ''Governor's 
Greys" at Dubuque, Capt. R. R. Cowles, of the "Washing
ton Light Guards," Capt. J . L. Matthies, of the "Bur
lington Rifles" and the captain of the "Mt. Pleasant Greys,'' 
all tendered the services of their companies to the Governor, 
all of which were accepted, and the Governor wrote Capt. 
Cowles as follows, and to the other captains in the same strain: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, l 
Io,va, Jan. 17, 1861. f 

R. R. Cowles, Captain Washington Light Guurds, Washington, Iowa: 
SIR:-In these days when cabinet officers abet treason, and use their 

official positions to bankrupt and disarm the government they are 
s,vorn to support, when members of both branches of our national 
councils are openly engaged in endeavoring to o,erthrow the goYeru
roent of which they are the sworn servants, and r etain places and 
prostitute their po\vers to thwart the efforts of those wlio loyally seek 
to m3,intain that government-""hen in one portion of our country 
many men delirious with passion, regard the firing upon our National 
flag, the forcible seizure of our National forts, and the plunder of our 
National arsenals and treasuries as manly. honorable and patriotic 
service-when in another portion of our country a fe,v men blinded by 
partisan prejudice can be found who justify these acts, and say the 
perpetrators of them must not be punisbed-"·hen, in short, men are 
found in high places so lost to patriotisn1 as to emulate the treason of 
Benedict Arnold, and so lost to shame as to glory in their infamy, and 
can find followers and apologists-it is gratifying to know that the 
ga.Hant yeomanry of Iowa are still det<>rmined •·to march under the 
flag and to keep step to the mnsic of the Union." 

I accept with pleasure the services of the "Washington Light 
Guards'' so frankly tendered, and should eYents render it necessary, 
!-ha.II promptly call you to the field to defend that flag under ,vhich 
our fathers fought so bravely, and to maintain that government they 
founded so wisely and so well. Very respectfully, 

SAMUEI, J. KIRKWOOD. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Surnter Fired On-Troops Called For-Governor's Proclamation-
Calls an E xtra Session of the L egislature-Raises Money for the Sol
diers- Sends E zekiel Clark and Hiram Price to Disburse l t-SJJecial 
Messages- State Banks Offer Money- Laws of Extra Session-' omr . 
.Audit Claims on " War and Defense Fund' '- Caleb Baldwin- G. 
M. Dodge .Adjutant. 

On the 12th of April the telegraph flashed the news from 
one end of the country to the other that Sumter baJ been 
fired on, and our fiug hatl been insulted by traitors, and tbe 
I ightning that carried the ne~vs seen1ed to fire every loyal 
heart at the North. NeYer before had the loyal people of 
t be country been fused into one bom.;2.gcneous mus::;, ~·here 
I >ut one pulsation moved every heart, and every throb was a 
lo_yal one, as did the startling announcement that our country 
had been assailed at hon1e by org·anized and arn1ecl traitors. 
'rhe shock wus so great, that party, sect and ever,ything else 
subordinate to National life, ,vere momentarily forgotten, 
and the expression seemed to fall from every lip, "all el8e 
must be sacrificed to save the country. The coun try and the 
Union lost, all is lost; the country saved, all \Vi ll be safe." 

' But three dnys of this tremulous excitement was per- J 

n1itted to exist till the President issuecl the call for 75, 000 ~ 
volunteer troops, of which the quota for Io,va \Vas one reg i
ment. Preparations were to be made for engaging in one of 
the most severe of civil wars. None fiercer, more relentless, 

~ more bloody or frat_rieidal than this promised to be, had ever 
been recorded in history. 

No State could be more poorly prepared for such work \..-
than was Iowa at this time. She had no n]ilitarJ' orgahiza-
tion, except a few independent companies, and the.r were not / 

I ,vell armed or equippeJ. Her Ia,vs on the subject " ·ere fe,,· 
118 
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and of a general nature, and during a long period of peace 
had been aln1ost a dead letter, or there bad been no call for 
their enforcement. Divisions, brigades, regiments and bnt
tallions were mentioned in tbe law, bnt not one ~ad ever 
exi,tcd in fact. The constitution made the Governor com- ? 
mandcr of the army, navy and militia of the State, but he , 
bad no troops belonging to either arm of the service that be 
conld command. But troops bad to be raised, and he for 

that purpose issued the following: f)..., 

PRO CLAMATION. 

WHEREAS, The President of the 1Jnited States bas made a requisi
tion on the Executive of the State of IO\\'a Jor one regiment of militia, 
to aid the Federal Government in enforcing its Ja,vs and snppressiug 
rebellion. No,v therefore I, San1uel J. Kirk,vood 1 Governor of the 
State of Jo-,va, do issue this proclamation and hereby call upon the 
militia of this State immediately to form iu the different counties vol
unteer companies, ,vith the vie,v of entering the active military ser,icc 
of the United States for the purpose aforesaid. The regiment at prt's
ent required ,vill consist of ten companies of at least seventy-eight 
men each, one captain and two lieutenants to be elected by each com

pany. 
Under the present r equisition only one regiment can be accepted, 

and the companies accepted 111ust hold themselves in readiness for 
duty by the 20th of M:ay next at farthe st. If a sufficient number of 
cun1panies are tendered, their service may be required. If n1ore com
panies are formed and repurted thau ca.n be received under the present 
call, their services " ' ill be 1·equired in the event of anoth<'r requisition 
npon this State. The nation is in peril. A fearful attempt is being 
made to overthro,v the Co:..i stitution and dissolve the Union. The aid 
of every loyal citizen is invoked to sustain the General Government. 

For the honor of our State let the requiren~ent of the President be 

cheerfully and promptly met. 
SA11UEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

Io,va City, April 17, .A.. D. 1861. 

At this time our Governor happened not to be u military 
man. liis whole life bad been devoted to «the useful arts 
of peace." His life stud)' bad been how to make men better, 
bo,v best to preserve and ennoble life, rather tbnn ho,v easiest 

and quickest to destroy it. 
The telegran1 from the PresidcnL to the Governor calling 

• 
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for a regiment of troops reached Davenport, then the most 
western telegraph station, and was taken from there in hot 
haste by Wm. Vandever, then member of Congress, but 
later a general in the army, to Iowa City " 1here he found the / 

• Governor on his farm, in his overalls and stoga boots, look ( 
ing after his stork, and after reading the despatch he ex_ 
claimed, "Wh}· the President wants a wlwle regimerit of men! r 
Do you suppose, lVIr. Vandever, I can raise that many?" 

That he might be within reach of the General Govern
ment by tcleg·raph he repaired at once to Davenport, and got 
there in time to take part in one of the most enthusiastic 
meetings ever held in Iowa. The meeting was presided over 
by Mayor French; speeches were made by Messrs. C. C. 
Nourse, Wm. Vandever, Jacob Butler, Judge Dillon, Rev. 
Collier, Gov. Kirkwood, and Mr. Dooth, the latter an old 
time Democrat. During his speech Gov. Kirkwood is re
ported to have said: "He would rai8e the regiment as / 
required. He "'ould not call a session of the Legislature, as 
it would involve great expense, and it could be dispensed 
with. The expense of enlistment and sending a,vay the regi 
ment \vould cost about $10,000, and this matter could be 
attended to without the present intervention of the Legisla
ture. Tho Governor said he would see that these expenses 
\Yere paid till the regiment was handed over to the govern-
1nent. He said that $10,000 "rou ld be raised for this pur
pose if be bad to pledge every dollar of his own property " 

The report ndds: ''lie made an eloquent appeal to the 
patriotism of bis listeners. and though sick, gave them one 
of the n1ost stirring addresses of the evening.'' 

The Governor had not now found out how great a labor 
had been dev.olvcd upon him, nor how great the task before 
him. In less than a month from the time of making thi.-; ( 
speech he called an extra session of the Legislature, and it f 
was not done an3r too early. In his ignorance relating to 
military affairs he called to his assistance Judge Dillon of the 

• 

• 
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Supreme Court, only to find that the judge's knowledge on 
such matters was quite as n1cngre as his own, and in his 
dilemma he sent for Gen. McKean, a citizen of Marion in/ 
Linn county, and a graduate of the West Point Military 
School, who hnd been in the n1ilitary servire of the country, 
who was well informed on all n1ilitary affairs in every detail, 
and he came and ~ assisted in the organization of the con1-
panies and the regiment until it was proposed to elect him 
its colonel by a vote of the regiment. This seemed in some 
way contrary to his military ideus, when he went home 
refusing to stay any longer. The regiment was organized 
with J. F. Bates as Colonel, Wm. H. Merritt, Lieut. -Colonel. 

Here at once began that watchful care of ''his boys," as 
the Governor always called the Iowa soldiers, that he exer
cised over them during his ,vhole administration. In camp, 
in field, on the march, in hospital, wherever they were, his 
best efforts were exerted for their welfare and comfort, and 
he v\1 as never more sensitive than when their wants were 
unprovided for, their valor questioned, their courage doubted 

or their patriotism impugned. 
Before this regiment was fully organized offers of several 

more were made. As the Governor quaintly expressed it, 
he was "embarrassed with riches in the offers made of men," 
for the call on him was for but one regiment and he had 
offers of four; but as he thought more llien would be needed, 

, enlistments for more regiments ,vere encouraged, but his 
recommendation was that they should remain at their homes 
attending to their usual business, and get together for fre
quent drill till they were wanted, as it was much better than 
to be idling away their time in camp without organization, 
officers, arms and equipments. That time v\1 as not fa.r in the 
future, for on the third of May the PreRident issued his 
proclamation for the raising of 200,000 additional troops, 
nn<l soon thereafter two ad<litionnl r<'gin1cnts were in camp 

'-

Ellb \Vorth at Keokuk, and another at Council Bluffs, 

• 
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J{<·ukuk \\'US fixetl upon as the place and the 20th of l\Ia}· 
11s the tiJne for the rcndt•zyo~ of the first regi1ncnt. There 
\\·as at tbis tin1e not a thing "''ith which to equip or clothe 
the soldiers, no money in tho treasur)', an<l no provision for 
raising an3·. Fiuull.r some ver:r poor, thin, sleazy gray sati
tH•tt, hnlf cotton nncl half ,vool, onl)· fit for su1nn1cr ,vear 
,rus oht:1incd and of this the }>atriotic ladic•s in the vuril1u:s 
loculities ,,,Jicre the co1npnniPs "'C'l'e rni::,ed ussociated th<'1n
~Pl,·c~ togctlH'r as '', 'oldicr's A i<l ~ocictie~ '' antl n1n<le up the 
clothing. It ,vas thought that it "·ould he sufficient for the 
first r<'gin1cnt, us the·)' "·onld h11,·c hut three 111onths to serve, 
nnd that during the ,vnrn1 1nontlis of sun1nlcr, hut the bOJ's, 
before the 1narch to Springtield in l\:Iissonri, hnd ~ their 
thin clot hes hndly "'orn out, especially bC'hin<l. nnd man)~ of 
thc1n took flour sacks and 1nadc themselves aprons and " 'ore 
them there instead of in front. ,, .. hen Gen. L:ron sa1,y the 
fir~t one of tl1e•sc on n r--oldicr, he order<•<! hitn to rcmo,·c it nt 
once. hnt \Yht'n he fonud its rc1novul left the ,Yhole fighting 
forct of that ~oldit"\r "'i tbout n · ;rear guard'' and exposc<l to 
the j i h1.·s und joke ' of friend and foe, he orc.lert•tl it quickly 
repl:1t·t·ll. ~ 

: .... o ragg1."\d nu appenrnnce did the J?ir ·t Io"·n present on } 
'ts 1narch to S1)ringficld, that Gen. L)' <>ll culled them his 
• 't.attcrdc"'n1alion g)'})~ic~, '' und ,vbcn ufte1·"·ard t hcJ' out-
1narchctl nll hi8 other troop~. he called thcn1 his • ·Io,va GrcJ·
honnds." llacl he surYi,·cd the battle of 1\.,.ilson's Creek, hl" 
\\'on1<.l have undoubte<ll r rechristened thc1n bL • '\'aliant 

~ -
pntril>tic Io"·a l1croc::-." f11r thcj' savecl our troops from defeat 
thC"rc, h)· doing son10 111ost. persistent urH.l tles1)erate fighting, 
after th~:r tcru1 of "nli,tnll'llt had expired, an<l h)· thinning 
tht\ir rank~ "'ith tht") ln~s of 1 GO rncn . 

.._.. (.)n the 4th of ,J unc, after the :icljourn1ucnt of the Legi~
latnrt•, th Governor and ~t•\'el'al of the n1cn1ber::> of thl' 
:rcnnral 1\ ~~c111bl)· Yi~itcd the oldier in cnrnp nnd fonud 

there n ver.r unplcn,nnt 1•11nditi0n of thing ~. Tlh")rP ~·nR at 

I 
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this ti1ne n. stringency in the UH>ncy 1nnrkct, and the boys 
were \Vithout funds. But few of them had money enough to 
hny a cigar, a plug of tohacco, or a po-stage-stamp. Tb(·~· 
had been hurried from home into can1p mostly by steamhoat~ 
on the Mississippi river. Their departure from hon1e was so 
hurried that they had but little time to prepare for it. 

At the extra session a law had been passed providingthat 
the State should pay the soldiers from the time of their en
listment until they ,vere mustered into the United States 
Service, and this was called their '' State pay." The soldiers 
had learned of the passage of this law, and not knowing the 
depJ.eted condition of the State Treasury, supposed the money 
,vould be paid them at once, and as the Governor pa~sed 
through the camp be woulJ hear the soldiers, not knowing 
him, say, "It's a burning shame that the Governor ,vill not 
furnish us our' State pay.'" Some of the members of the 
legislature ,vho knew the depleted condition of the Treasury 
and the situation of things as well as he did, instead of tell
ing them he had no monc)r, said to them, '·, The Governor 

ought to pay you.'' 
To say that this con<lu<'t on their par! displeased him 

would be expressing it too mildly-it renlly angered him; it 
stirred that usually placid temper of his to its profoundest 

depths. 
He went back: to Des ~loines, and as a large appro-1 

priation had been made for a Governor's contingent fund to -meet his expenses, which it "·as expected would be quite 
heavy, he dre,v the money from the Treasury, brought it to 
Iowa City, 1''ent into the branch of the State Bank there, of 
which his brother-in la'", Ezekiel Clark, ,vas president, and 
told hin1 be had called to get for the State just as much 
money as the bank. could spare. He stated that he had Dll 

authority to do this other than the general law that thr 
soldiers who had enlisted were entitled to their pay, and 
should be paid. Having secured ,vbat he could from Mr . 

• 
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Clark's bank, with it and the contingent fund, he sent that 
genilen1an to Davenport to see ,vhat could be got from the 
branch of the State Bank: there, of which Hiram Price was 
president. <;As security for the payment of these loans so 
made from these banks, he gave his notes as Governor of 
the State, making himself individually liable for their pay
ment, by his individual indorsement of them. For the money 
to be got at Davenport he sent a blank: note, signed and 
indorsed, to be filled up when the rrloney wa~ obtained. Mr. 
Clark's name was on the note for the money got here. There 
was no authority of law for these transactions, but '' neces
sity lrno"'S no law," and, as a '' war measure," it was the 
best and only thing that could be done to get the ''boys" 
their pa,y; an<l it was well for them and the State that ,ve 
had a Governor " 'ho knew " 'hat ,vas best to be done, who 
had the ability an<l courage, and " ' ho ,voul<l " take the 
responsibility'' to do it, and do it at once. 

V\Tith this money l\ilessrs. Price and Clark were sent by 
the Governor to l{eokuk: to act as State Paymasters-to 
furnish the soldiers ,vith their much and long needed pay. 
Before they reached Keolruk, however, the troops had been 
ordered into Missouri, and they followed closely on, but as 
that State ,vas then bristling with bushwacl{ers and guerrillas, 
they obtained an escort to accompany them, overtaking the 
troops ai Booneville, furnishing them their pay, and where 
they had not enough to pay in ful,, ma<le an equitable divi
sion so that all got a share. 

--... By the action of the mob in Baltimore, all communica
tion ,vith Washington was cut off, and the Governor needed 
to be in constant communication with the war officers of the ;; 
Government, and as he could not be, either by telegraph or 
mail, he ,vas at his wit's end, and in this dilemma he went 
down to Burlington to consult Governor Grimes and induce 
hi1n to go to Washington for him. He thought it would be 
hard work to prevail uron him to go, but if he went, he felt 

• 
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assured all would be done that could be. He met Governor 
Grimes in his front yard, ,,·here they had some talk about 
tho condition of affairs; but he waited till they got into th<· 
house before tho purpose of his coming was made known. 
As he was acquainted with 1\-lrs. Grimes, he wanted her help 
in the furtherance of his plans, which were that, as he was 
shut off from all communication by telegraph and by mail 
with the Government, Governor Grimes should proceed at 
once to Washington, and there do what was necessary to be 
done for us in raising, arming, equipping and sending for
ward our troops. 

He at first was averse to going, for be said, "I cannot 
get through." But the result was that Governor Grimes 
packed his grip-sack and the two Governors left Burlington 
together, the one for home and the other for Washington, 
and Governor Grimes got through ,vith the first regiment 
that left Baltimore. No other man in the State than Gov
ernor Kirkwood could have induced Governor Grin1es to un
dertak,e this business. 

The President had concluded that the uprising of the 
South was to be no such small affair as the Whiskey Rebellion 
in Western PennS)1lvania in 1794, suppressed by Washing
ton, or the Shays Insurrection in l\tlassac~usetis in 1787, put 
down by Gen. Lincoln, and he called a special session of 
Congress to meet on the 4th of July to make full and com
plete arrangements for a protracted war; and the Governor's 
call was out for an extra session of the Legislature to meet 
on the 15th of May. On their assembling, he delivered to 
them this 

SPECIAL MESSAGE. 
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives: 

The Constitution requires that I shall state to you the purpose for 
which you have been convened in Extraordinary Session. 

When, a little more thau a year ago, your r egular session closed, 
the whole country ,vas in the enjoyment of peace and prosperity. At 

, 
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home, life, liberty and property were secure, and abroad the title of 
an American citizen was claimed with pride, and a. full assurance that 
it was a sure guaranty of respect and protection to all who could make 
good the claim. To-day civil war is upon us, ·and a wide-spread con
spiracy against the General Government, which we now know has 
been maturing for years, has been developed, and the whole country 

, is filled with the din of arms. On the one hand, and from one 1?ection 
of the country, men who should be loyal citizens, if benefits ~onferred 
by a government should make men loyal to it, are mustering in armed 
bands with the intent io dissolve the Union and destroy our govern
rnent, and on the other hand, partially from the same section, and as 
one man, from the other, our loyal people are rallying around our 
Union and our government, and pledging for their maintenance what 
our fathers so freely periled to secure for them-life, fortune and 
honor. 

In this emergency Io,va must not and does not occupy a doubtful 
position. For the Union as our fathers for111ed it, and for the govern
ment they founded so wisely and so ,vell, the people of Iowa are ready 
to pledge every fighting man in the State and every dollar of her 
money and credit; and I have called you together in extraordinary 
session for the purpose of enabling them to make that pledge formal 
and effective. · 

Those who, to gratify their mad ambition, have brought upon the 
country this great evil, seek to disguise their true intent, to cover their 
true purpose. They say they do not desire to destroy our Govern
ment, but that it has become hostile to them, aud they only wish to 
peacefully withdraw themselves from it, which they claim the right to 
do whenever, in their jndgment, their interest or safety may require 
such action. Many loyal men, deceived by their professions and not 
perceiving that "peaceful secession" was destructive alike of the Con
stitution and Union, were unwilling that any coercive measures should 
be used to bring them bnck to a sense of their duty. Row are the 
facts? Our government is based on these great central, controlling 
ideas. The people are the only true source of power. In the exercise 
of their power, they have created our present form of government, 
retaining in their own hands its management and control. They have 
honesty enough to desire, and intelligence enough to discern, the 
right, and if at any time they should, by reason of excitement or 
passion, misdirect the action of government and do wrong to any por
tion of themselves, their honesty and their intelligence can be surely 
relied upon to correct such wrongs. These are the fundamental ideas 
of our form of government, and when any section of our country or 
any portion of our people, alleging that wrongs have been done them, 
declare they cannot and will not rely upon the honesty and intelli
gence of our people to right such wrongs, but will right their wrongs 
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in their own "·ay and by their o,vn hands, they strike a blow which, if 
not arrested, will crumble the fabric of our government into ruins. 

Has the Government been hostile to then1? At the time tLis un
natural rebe1)ion commenced there ,vas noL 011 the statute books o: tbe 
United States a single law that had not been dictated or assented to by 
their Representatives. The recent election, of the result of which they 
so loudly eomplain, had placed in the Presidential chaii a person 
opposed .to their policy upon one important question, but ha.cl, l.eft 

: _tb1;1~ ln possessio_n of two other independent and co-ordinate branchrs 
of the Government, so that it. ,vas utterly impossible any injury could 
result to them from the election of a President who "·as not their 
choice. Under these circumstances, without waiting to see what 
would be the disposition of the ne-.,vly elected President, without trust
ing to Congress and the Judiciary yet under their control. ,vithout 
,vaiting for an appeal to the honesty and intelligence of the people to 
right any ,vrongs that might be attempted against tbem, they rebelled 
against the Government, and souG!'ht to destroy it by arn1s. They ha Ye 
seized by force the forts, arsenals, ships and treasure, and have set at 
defiance the la,vs and officers of the United States, and they bav~ 
sought to set up within the Union another and independent govern• 
ment. They have for months past been levying troops, building forts 
and gathering munitions of war, ,viLh intent to make war upon our 
Government, if it ::ihould attempt to perform its lawful functions, and, 
after months of preparation, have attacked with overwhelming num
bers and captured the troops of the United States, holding afortof the 
United States. and have, so far as in them lies, dishonored that proud 
flag, which throughout the ,vorld is the emblem of the power, the 
honor and the glory of our nation. 

What in the meantime has been the action of our Government 
towards these misguided men? 'fhe history of the world cannot show 
equal moderation and forbearance by any government towards a por
tion of its people in rebellion against its la"•s . For months some of 
these men ,vere allowed to hold high positions in the Cabinet, and used 
their official po,ver only to betray the govern111ent of which they ,vere 

, the sworn and trusted servants. For months many of the1n ,vere 
allowed to retain their seats in both branches of Congress, and used 
their positions to defeat the enactment of ,vholesome Ia,vs necessary 
for the protection of the government. For months many of them were 
permitted to hold high command in the ar1ny and navy, and used their 
position to betray and dishonor the flag they had s,vorn to protect and 
defend. For months the government yielded, step by step, and batl 
used only ,vords of kindness and good•will. But forbearance, moder

. ation and kindness " 'ere regarded only as evidences of weakness, im
becility and co,vardice, until at last the cro,vning outrage at Fort 
Sumter convinced all ruen that further forbearance had indeed ceased 

• 
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to be a virtue, and would make those charged with the safety of the 
government as criminal as those who were seeking to destroy it. At 
last the Government has spoken, and has called the loyal men of the 
C'0untry to rally to its support, and the ans,ver has been such as to 
sho\v the world the strength of a government founded on the love of a 
free people. 

Ou the 15th day of April last the President issued his Proclam,at!on, 
calling upon the loyal States for aid to enforce the laws. On tbe-25th 

' . 
day of the same month, I received from the Secretary of War.a i;equi-
sition on this State dated on ·the 15th, calling for one regimen-t of 
troops. Having been before advised by telegraph that such req,uisi
tion had been issued, If elt ,vell assured that I ,vould be carrying out 
your will and the will of the }Jeople of the State, in responding to the 
call as promptly as possible. I therefore did not wait the receipt of 
the formal requisition, but proceeded at once to take such steps as 
seemed to me best adapted to speedily effect that object. I was met at 
the outset by two difficulties. There were not any funds under my 
control to meet the necessary expenses, nor was there any efficient 
,nilitary law under which to operate. Your action only could furnish 
these aids in a legal \Vay, and yet to awa.it your action would involve 
great, perhaps dangerous, delay. 

The first difficulty was obviated by the pa~riotic action of the char
tered Banks and citizens of the Slate, who promptly placed at my 
disposal all the money I might need, and I determined, although with
out authority of law, to accept their offer, trusting that you would 
legalize my acts. One difficulty thus avoided, I trusted, as the result 
shows, safely, to the patriotism of the people for the removal of the 
other, and on the 17th day of April issued my Proclamation calling for 
the requisite number of troops. 

The telegraphic dispatch of the Secretary of War informed me that it 
,vould be sufficient if the troops required of this State were in rendez
vous at Keokuk, by the 20th inst. The prompt and patriotic action of 
the people enabled me to place them there in uniform on the 8th, 
twelve days in advance of the time :fixed, and they would have been 
there a week sooner bad not the action of the mob at Baltimore cut off 
all communication with the seat of Government, and left me without 
any instructions for two weeks. I recommend that you make suitable 
appropriations, covering expenses thus incurred. 

Tenders of troops were made altogether beyond the amount re
quired, and learning from the ne\vspapers aud other sources, that an• 
other requisition would probably be made on this State, I took the 
responsibility of ordering into quarters, in the respective counties 
,vhere raised, enough companies to form a second regiment in antici-

. pation of such requisi.tion, that they might acquire the necessary dis
cipline and drill. The second reqwsition has not yet reached me, but 
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I a.m expecting it daily, and am prepared to respond to it promptly 
when made. 

The officers and men composi ng the first regiment were in quarters 
for some time before being mustl:!red into the service of the United 
States, and those called out in anticipation of a second requisition, will 
have been in quarters a considerable tilne before they will be called 
into service, if at all. It is but just that provision be made for pay
ment of the men who have thns promptly and patriotically stepped 
forth in defense of the country, for the titne lost by them before being 
actually received by the United States, and I recommend that you 
make the necessary appropriations for that purpose. 

In addition t o the two regiments thus accepted by me, I have 
already received tenders of co1npanies enough to make up five regi
ments more, and I have been strongly urged by them, and by many 
other good citizens, to accept the ,vhole, and place them in quarters at 
the expense of the State. In view of the facts that all I had done was 
·without authority of law, and the further fact that you, the law-making 
po,ver of the State, was so soou to assemble, I did not feel justified in 
so doing, but haYe r ecommended in all cases that all such companies 
should if possi ble keep up their organization, and should de\·ote as 
much of their time as possible to the drill without interfering mate
rially with their ordinary business, thus keeping in reserve a large 
organized and partially drilled force, to meet emergencies. 

In several localities patriotic citizens have at their own expense 
furnished subsistence for companies thus organized, and not accepted, 
and they have been in quarters drilling daily. Whether any of the 
expenses thus incurred shall be paid by the State. or whether any 
compensation shall be made to the men for the time thus spent in 
quarters, is peculiarly within your province to determine. 

In addition to the passage of laws legalizing what bas thus far been 
done, and providing for expenses thus far incurred, it will be your 
duty carefully to exa1nine what further the State should do to meet 
present necessities, and future contiugencies. 

In my judgment there are two objects which in your deliberation 
your should keep steadily in view, and which I recommend to your 
serious consideration, viz: the protection of our State against invasion 
and the prompt supply to the General Government of any further aid 
it may require. 

Our State is supposed by many to be exposed to attack, on two 
sides-our Southern and Western borders-on the South by reckless 
men from Missouri; on the West by Indians. Missouri is unfortu
nately strongly infected with the heresy of secession, which is hurry
ing so many of the Southern States to ruin. What may be the ultimate 
result in that State, we do not kno,v. Should she unfortunately 
attempt to dissolve her connection with the Union, serious trouble 
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may, and probably will, spring up along our Southern border. Even 
in that event I can hardly anLicipate an armed invasion by r~gular 
military forces from that State. Surrounded as she is by Kansas, 
Illinois and lo\\·a such invasion by her would be sheer madness, and 
it seems to me we are guarded against such danger if not by her calm 
judgn1ent and her neighborly good ,vill, at least by her instinct of self• 
preservation. But la,vless, reckless 1nen within her limits may take 
advantage of the unsettled condition of public affairs to organize a 
system of border warfare, for the purpose of plunder, and it is your 
duty to properly guard against this danger. 

'fhe known facts that the troops have wholly or in a great part been 
withdrawn from the forts in the territories west of us, and the restraint 
of their presence thus removed from the Indian tribes on our border, 
that the Indians have received, probably highly-colored statements in 
regard to the war now upon us, and that since the massacre at Spirit 
Lake in our State, some years since, ,vhich ,vent wholly unpunished, 
they have shown an aggressive disposition, coupled with the proba
bility that they may be tampered with by bad men, render it, in my 
judgment, matter of imperative necessity that proper measures be 
taken to guard against danger from that quarter. 

I have already done what I could, ,vith the limited means at my 
command, to furnish arms on Loth borders. 

Two modes for the protection of the State and furnishing further 
aid, if needed, to the General Government, suggest themselves to rue. 
One is the mustering into the service of the State, arming, equipping 
and placing in camp to acquire discipline and drill, a number of regi
ments of volunteers. The advantages of this are, that we would have 
at hand a disciplined force, ready to meet any emergency, State or 
National. The disadvantages are its expense, and its insufficiency, by 
reason of the great extent of our border, to protect our frontier against 
the lawless bands to which we are exposed. The other plan is to 
organize along our Southern and Western frontier, arm and equip but 
not muster into active service, a sufficient force of minute men, who 
may be called upon at any moment to meet any emergency that may 
arise at any poiut. This will be the more effective plan for home pro
tection, but v.'ill not place the State in position to render such effective 
aid to the General Go,ernment. Which, if either, of these plans, or 
whether a combination of bolh, or whether something wholly distinct 
from either shall be adopted, I leave for your ,visdom to decide. 

It will be necessary that you enact a military law, authorizing, 
among other things. the f orwation of a military staff under which I 
can ha,e the assistance and advice of such officers as compose it, in 
raising, arming, equipping and supporting such further troops as you 
may direct to be raised for the use of the State or as may be required 
by tile lJnited States. 

• 
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It ,vill also be necessary to use the credit of the State to raise means 
to meet the extraordinary expenses incurred, and to be incurred. You 
have the power to <lo this under that proYision of the Constitution 
which authorizes without a vote of the people the contracting of a 
debt "to repel in ,·-asion" or to ' 'defend the State in ,vnr.'' 

In most or all of the counties in " 'hich companies ha,e thus far 
been accepted, the Board of Super,isors or public spirited citizens 
ba,e raised means for the support of the fa1ni1ies of volunteers who 
have left families dependent on the1n for support. This action is emi
nently praiseworthy and yet its 01,oralion is partial and unequal. It is 
scarcely to be presumed that companies will be received from all the 
counties of the State, or equally from those counties from ,vhich they 
may be received, and it seems to me much more equitable and just 
that the expense be borne by the State, and the burden thus equally 
distributed among our people. 

The procuring of a liberal supply of arms for the use of the State, 
is a matter that I earnestly recommend to your early and serious con
sideration. The last four ~•C'eks have taught us a lesson which I 
trust we may never forget, that during peace is the proper time to 
prepare for ·war. 

I feel assured the State can readily raise the means necessary to 
place her in a position consistent alike ,~,ith her honor and her safety. 
Her territory of great extent and unsurpassed fertility, inYitiog and 
constantly receiving a, desirable immigration, her population of near 
three quarters of a million of intelligent, industrious, energetic and 
liberty-loving people, her rapid past, and prospecth·e growth, her 
present financial condition, having a debt of only about one quarter of 
a million of dollars, unite to make her bonds among the most desira
ble investments that our country affords. 

The people of Iowa, your constituents and mine, remembering that 
money is the sinews of war, " 'ill consider alike criminal a mistaken 
parsimony ,vhich stops short of doing whatever is necessary for the 
honor and safely of the State and a ,vild extravagance which ,vould 
unnecessarily squander the public tre'.lsure. 

Our revenue law is, in my judgment, defectiye in some particulars. 
requiring, perhaps, some unnecessary expense and not being suffi
ciently stringent to compel the prompt payment of taxes. At all times. 
and more especially at a time like this, every good citizen sh,ould 
cheerfully contribute his share of the public burdens, and those ,vho 
are not disposed to do so should fel l the force of stringent la,v-s insur
ing the performance of that duty. A fn.ilure to pay taxes promptly 
compels the State to use her warrants instead of cash, to carry on the 
operations of the government, and adds to the expense of the State, 
not only the increased prices she is compelled to pay for articles pur
chased for her use '>Yer and aboYe the prices at which she could buy 
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for cash, but also the interest upon the "'arrants issued until the same 
are paid. 

I earnestly recommend a careful examination and a full use of your 
Constitutional powers to punish the men, if any there be, in our State 
who n1ay feel disposed to furnish aid in any way to those who are or 

~maybe in rebellion against the United States or engaged in acts of hos
tility to this State. 

• 

The great haste in which, amidst the pressure of other duties, I 
have been compelled to prepare this message, renders it very probable 
that I may have o-verlooked some subjects that you may deem of im
portance in the present emergency. When convened in extra session, 
your po"•ers of legislation have the same scope and limit as at your 
regular sessions, and I feel confident your wisdom and foresight will 
supply all such omissions. 

Permit me in conclusion to express the hope that what you do, may 
be done promptly, calmly and thoroughly. Let us take no counsel 
from passion, nor give way to excitement. Let us look our situation 
boldly and squarely in the face, and address ourselves to and do onr 
duty like men who believe that while we hold to our father's faith and 
tread in our father's steps, the God of our fathers will stand by us in 
the time of our trial as He stood by then1 in the time of theirs. 
"'- SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD 

On learning the condition of the Treasury, and the finan
cial needs of the State, W. T. Smith, President of the 
branch of the State Bank at Oskaloosa, wrote to the Gover
nor: '' Draw on us for what you want and we will let yon 
have all we can spare." J. K. Graves, at Dubuque, wrote: 
"Our bank will honor your drafts to the amount of $30,-
000." And it seemed that the patriotism of the people had 
opened and invaded nearly every bank vault in the State, for 
responses like these came from nearly every one of them, 
and the Governor availed himself of nearly all these offers to 
obtain funds; but to dra·w for all he wanted would have 
crippled the banks, and it was not good policy or justice to 
<lo that. Even the few railroads we had in the State became 
imbued with patriotism, for offers came from them all offer-
_i~ free transportation for all our troops. 

1 _ The members of the Legislature were almost unanimously 
in hurn1uny with the Governor in the recommendations con
tained in the message. Party affiliations were for the time 
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forgotten, and officers of the Legislature were chosen from 
both parties. That foul brood of political serpents known 
as "Copperheads" had not then been hatched, but incubation 
for that purpose was not long delayed. 

In the Revised Statutes of 1843, known as the "Blue 
Book" of territorial days, there ,va& a very full and complet(' 
militia law, but we look in vain in the codes of 1851 anti 
1860 for any such statutes. 

The Legislature was in session fro1n the 15th to the 29th 
of May, and during that time, among others, they passed u 

general militia law, and one for raising t~vo regiments of in
fantry, one battalion of not less than three companies of 
artillery, one squadron of not less than five companies of 
cavalry and one regiment of mounted riflemen. This force 
was State troops for the protection of our southern borders 
from the inroads of Southern traitors, and our w€stern 
and northern borders from the incursions of hostile Indians. 
A law was passed authoriziug the Governor to purchase 
arms, powder, clothing and other munitions of war; one for · 
bidding the commencement of civil suits at law against any 
volunteer soldier during the term of his enlistment, and con
tinuing those that had been commenced; one for tho issue of 
$800,000 of State bonds for a "War and Defense Fund;'' 
one for the payment of volunteer soldiers of the State till 
they were mustered into the service of the United States: 
one for the support of the families of volunteer soldiers by 
the different counties of the State, and one to regulate the 
staff of the Governor as commander-in-chief of the forces of 

the State. 
On his staff he afterwards appointed as aides : Willhtn1 

B. Allison, Rush Clark, Add H. Sanders and John C. Cul
bertson, with the rank and pay of a lieutenant-colonel of 
cavalry. 
- Although the law provided for the issuing of $800,000 

of bonds, d1·awing 7 per cent. interest, the Governo1· of the 
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State, Charles Mason, \\rilliam Smyth, James Baker and 
C. "\V. SlaglP. were made a Board of Commissioners to deter
mine from time to time how many bonds it was necessary to 
issue. The sale of these bonds was advertised in the papers 
in New York, Boston and Chicago, but before they were 
offered some of the Copperhead newspapers of the State, like 
the dirty bird that befouls its own nest, had begun to decry 
them, claiming that the la,v providing for their issue was 
unconstitutional. 

One man in New York offered to take a larg·e quantity of 
them at a discount of 25 per cent. and pay for then1 in cloth
ing for the sol<liers at a. high price. It was supposed that a 
company in the State had been, or was about to he, formed 
to buy them up at a big discount, but the Governor was 
anxious that no great sacrifi ce should be made on them, as 
he thought that a State as rich as Iowa in natural resources, 
though they had then not been fully developed, '-''uuld, in 
the near future, be al>le to redeem them. There was also a 
large amount of uncollected taxes that could be made avail
able for keeping up the credit of the State, and there woul<l 
be ready money when those taxes ,vere pai<l. 

When it \Vas found that a general 8ale 0£ them in the 
open market at the stock boards of tho country could not be 
n1ade, except at a ruinous discount, in order that a market 
value might be put upon them, a few \vero offered in the open 
n1arket in Ne\v York, and Mr. Ezekiel Clark, President of 
the branch bank of the State at Iowa CitJ·, bought them for 
94 cents on the dollar, and those afterwards sold at hon1 e 
were 80ld at that rate. There was u provision of law that 
they should not be sold for less price than they brought on 
the Open Stock Board in New York. Mr. Clark had been 
recalled by telegraph from J\1issouri, where he bud been sent 
to pay the n1embers of the First Io,vu Regitnent, and was 
sent East on this business. 

T.he bondR not finding a 1narket at the East "·ere brought 

-
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buck, when l\Ir. E. C. Lyon, of Iowa City, took $25,000 of 

tben1, and son1e of the State banks took a purtion. Every 
effort wus made to find a market for them at hon1e and n10::,t 

of those efforts were eventually, but not irnn1cdiately, suc-

cessful. 
\\Then soldier::, ,verc rendezvonsed in camp at variou1S 

places, many of those ,vho furui::,hed thc111 supplies took part 
payment for those &upplies in hon<ls, aucl in Jifferent partb 
of the State they were disposed of at only n. g111all discount, 

and by the Governor's prudent 111anagemcnt "·ith their di::,
position and sale a large amount ,vas saved to the State. 
The money raised b) their ~ale ,vus called the .. ,,·ar and 
Defense Fund," ancl its disbursement wus com1nitted to a 
Board of Commi-.:c;.,ioncrs, composed of John N. De"·ey, 
Isaac ,v. Griffith und S. R. Ingham, and that Bourd had the 

privile~/' of meeting at any place in the State ,vhere troop 
were or had bce11 qnarlcrc<l, aucl such meetings "'ere held for 
the convenience of those in the neighborhood "·ho had claim 
on the ',war nncl Defense Fund" for supplies they had fur
nished, ancl these clai111b bucl to be nuditecl and allo,vcd or 
rejected by this Board. All payn1ents into and from this 
fund W('l'C n1acle in coin as provided by law. I saac \\r. 
Griflilh nfter,vards res igned a::; one of the commi::;sioners and 
F. R. v\r est \VUS appointccl to fill the vacancy. 

Only $300,000 of these bonds were sold; the other 

$500,000 ,vcre destroyed, after being passed over to Gover-

nor I(irk\vootl's :;uccebsor. 
U n<ler authority of the luw pa:-:-secl for that purpose, the 

families of enlh,ted soldiers ,vcre look:ed after during their 
absence in lhc service ancl their ,rants supplied in 111ost of 
the counties by Boards of Supervisors or agents appointed 

l by then1 for that purpose. 
During the ~rssion of the Legislature several 1nessages 

,,c'l'l' :,cut fro1n the Go,·ernor to the lH><ly callin<Y for infor1nt
1 

• C 

tion. llerc i:::, one that explain::, itself: • 



I 

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 131 

Gentlenien of the House of Representatives:-In reply to your reso
utions of inquiry in regard to clothing furnished the First Iowa Regi
nent, I ha Ye the honor to say: 

\V'hen the telegraphic dispatch from the Secretary of War informiug 
ne of the requisition for the First Regiment reached me, I did not an-

l icipate the u ·ii forming the men at the expense of tho State, as such 
ourse had not, so far as I knew or could learn, been pursued in the 
!exican War. Fearing, however, that the suddenne::;s of the danger 
1ight render it desirable to furnish uniforms, I immediately wrote to 
he Secretary of War askiug information ou that point; but the inter-,. 
uption of communication at Baltimore prevented me from receiving 
ny answer. Judging from the fact that other States ,vere preparing 

• >r uniforming their volunteers, that it would be desirable to have the 
1me done here, I sent an agent to Chicago to purchase materials for 
niforms; bnt the sudden and great demand for that kind of goods had 
x:bausted the supplies in that city. Ou learning this by telegraph, 
ud fearing there would not be tilne to a,Yait a supply from New York , 
immediately instructed the persons acting as Commissaries to pur-

1ase materials and make uniforms at the points where the several 
)mpanies had been raised. The persons who had the matter in 
1arge at the ~L·veral points ,vere, at Dubuque, D. N. Cooley Esq. and 
apt. F. J. Herron. Capt. Herron was sent Rpccially from Da"·enport 
1 Dubuque to select the materials and direct the uniforms in such 
anuer as the companies preferred. At Cedar Rapids, Dr. Carpenter; 
Da,·enport, Hiram Price Esq.; at Muscatine, Hon. Jos. A. Greene, 

1<1 at Burlington, Major J. G. La.umau. At lvluscatine and Io,va City 
e 1uaterial was purchased and the 1naki 1g of the clothes snperin
nded by co1n1nittees of citizens. Under these circumstances it was 
Jpossible to procure the san1e uniform for the whole regiment. All 
at could be done was to have the men of each company clothed alike. 
1t differing fro111 those of other companies. It was also impossible to 
ocure as good 111u.terial as ,vould have been desirable, had more tirue 
en allo,ved. niluch of the clothing ,vas made by the ladies, which to 
at extent lessened the cost. The amount of clothing furnished, so far 
the means now in 111y possession enable me to state, is as f, Hows: 
Capt. Herron 's company, Dubuque; each man, hat, frock coat, 

l nts, t"' o flannel shirts, two pairs of socks and pair of shoes. 
, Capt. Gottschalk's company, Dubuque; blouse instead of coat, and 

• 1er articles same as Capt. Herron 's. 

Capt. Cook's company, Cedar Rapids; hat, t,vo flannel shirts, pants, 
~ :}ks and shoes, no jacket or coat. 

Capt. 1\Iahanna's company, Io,,•a City; bat, jacket, pants, two flan
J l shirts, socks and shoes. 

Capt. ,ventz's con1p1u1y, Davenporti hats, blouse, pants, two flau 
l shirts, socks and shoes 

I 
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Capt. Cumming's corupany, Muscatine; cap, jacket, pants, two flan
nel shirts, socks and shoes. 

Capt. Mason 's company, Muscatine; same as Capt. Cumming's. 
Capt. Matthies' company, Burlington; hat, blouse, pants, t\vo flan-

nel shirts. socks and shoes. 
Capt. Streaper's company, Burlington; same a,; Capt. Matthies'. 
Capt. Wise's company, Mt. Pleasant; same as Capt. ~1atthies'. 
I am not certain that all the companies were furn.shed ,vith socks, 

shoes and shirts. S0111e of the shoes. I ha Ye reason to believe, were 
not of good quality costing only from $1.25 to $1.50 per pair, others I 
know were good, costing from $2.00 to $2.50 per pair. One thousand 
extra shirts were sent to Keokuk to s upply any deficiency that may 
have existed in that particular. Most of the material for panls ,vas 
satinett, and not of good quality, costing, as far as the same came 
under my observation, from forty to sixty cents per yard by the quan
tity. The entire amount expended for clothing, so far as I can give it 
from the data in my possession, is about $12,000 or $18,000. If it be 
desirable in your judgment to have the co1upanies of this regiment 
uniformed alike, it will be necessary to furnish all with coats and 
pants of the same make, and to furnish an additional number of hats or 
caps. Hats ,vere procured for all, but some preferreu the cap and 
procured it., and the cost has been provided for. I cannot think tbat 
all the companies need ne,v shoes, as somi:, of the shoes furnished were 
of excellent quality and have not yet been worn more than two or 
three weeks. 

I am satisfied that it is for the comfort of these troops that many of 
them be furuished with pants and shoes, and some \Vith socks. As the 
Second and Third regimen Ls will be clothed throughout alike, it would 
no doubt b e very gratifying to the First regiment to be placed in the 
same position, and it will afford rue much pleasure to carry out ,vhat· 
ever may be your ,vishes in regard to it. 

SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 
May 23, 1861. 

Another message on another subject was presented the 
next day. 

EXECGl'IVE CHAMBER. { 
Des Moines, May 24, 1861. f 

Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Rcpresentatives:-Since the 
commencement of your session, I have been engaged, as fully as 1ny 
other duties would pern1it, iu collecting and comparing information 
from the different parts of our exposed frontier, as to what is neee,
~ary for the protection of that portion of our State, and in making 
estimates of the sums necessary. in my opinion, for that and other pur· 
poses connected with the present and possibly future emergency. 
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The pressing need upon our border is for arms and ammunition. 
The people are willing and confident of their ability to defend them
selves from what they most fear, the depredations of I ndians and 
plunderers, provided they are pron1ptly furnished with good arms and 
ammunition, and until this shall be done they will be in a state of un
easiness and alarm to a greater or less degree, as the various localities 
are more or less exposed. 1 consider it a matter of primary import
ance that your action on this matter be as speedy as may in your 
judgment be consistent with proper deliberation. I ,vould have sent 
an agent to find and c·ontract for arms for this purpose in anticipation 
of yuur action, but for the fact that the provisions of the bill for that 
purpose pending before you, require that said agent shall be nominated 
to and confirmed by the Senate. The appointment by me of an agent 
for that purpose, and the sending him on his mission in advance of the 
passage of the law, under the circumstances, would have been im
proper and highly censurable. 

I fear that the present great demand for arms by the United States 
and the different States, will cause considerable delay in procuring 
arms after I have authority to act, and I therefore again respectfully 
recommend that your action on this subject be as speedy as possible. 
I am distinctly of the opinion that in view of our present condition, 
and the uncertainty of the future, it is bighlydesirable with reference 
both to our duty to our State and to the General Go,ernment, that you 
make provision for the organization, encampment and drilling for a 
limited time, of not less than three skeleton regiments at the expense 
of the State. With a liberal provision for th13 purchase of arms and 
ammunition for the use of mounted men, for the defense of the border, 
and a provision for three regiments for a limited time at the expense 
of the State, I think Iowa ,vill be placed in a position consistent alike 
with her honor and safety. 

But to do this, and at the same time make prudent provision for 
the uncertain future ,vill in my judgment require that you make pro
vision for the loan of at least a million of dollars. The best estimates 
I can make are that the expenses already incurred, and that must be 
incurred in case that the measures above recommended be adopted, 
will amount to half a million, and it seems to me very clear that to 
leave me with all this machinery on hand for the purposes above indi
cated, and without leaving under my control the means necessary for 
the purposes for ,vhich it ,vas provided, will not be either safe or 
prudent. 

SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

In ans,ver to resolutions of the House of May 20, of in
quiry as to the cost of raising, organizing and placing in 
camp at Keokuk the first regiment and what had been done 

• 



• 

\ 

134 THE LIFE AND TI::\1ES OF SA)1UEL ,J. KIRKWOOD. 

to,vard raising the second regiment, the Governor com
municated the facts, giving expenses in detail which includ
ing three weeks' pay for the First aggregate $39,229.82, and 
for the Second including one months' pay $50,000, in addi-

• 

tion to the above were the items expended for both regi-
ments in sending Senator Grimes to Washington, and Capt. 
Herron to Springfield, Ill., to obtain arms from Gov. Y ate~. 
and other items $4,493, making in all $93,722 expend~d for 
the two regiments, and in this sum not one cent is included 
for arms for these had not then been furnished. 

The Governor says further: 

"In reply to the third and last clause in the resolution I have to 
say, that in addition to advising pri,ate parties on the western fron
tier to organize and perfect their drill with such private arms as they 
might be able to obtain, I have written the following letter, viz: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, l 
April 25, 1861. f 

Hon. Caleb Baldwin, Council Blu.ffs, Iowa: 
DEAR S1R:-I hand you here,vith blank commission for military 

companies in the western part of the State. Please fill them up and 
deliver them to the officers elected by companies organized under 
your direction. I am informed some uneasiness exists on the western 
frontier lest the border counties suffer from attacks by Indians, or 
lawless men from Missouri. There are uot no\v any arms to send 
there except about fifty muskets that will be sent at once. The people 
should organize as minute m~n, and ar1n themselves with private arms 
as best they can. I autho1·izc you to make such arrangements as you 
may think the safety of the border r equires in the way of organizing 
and of perfecting a system of communication ,vith each other in case 
of need. You are also authorized to call any of these companies into 
service, if in your judgment the public safety requires, and continue 
them in ser vice as long as the necessity may require. If they are 
called on to act against Indians, they had better act as mounted 1nen 
From necessity I leave the ,vhole matter in your discretion, confideul 
that you ,vill in all respects act ,vith due regard to the safety of the 
frontier, and the public interest. In case you are compelled to call 
out any of the companies let me kno,v at once. I ,vill recommend to 
the General Assembly the payment of the men for any time they ma,Y 

be iu actual service under your direction. 
Very truly, 

SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 
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A number of companies have been organized under the foregoing 
instructions but so far as yet advised none have been called into 
actual service. S01ne expense has been iucurred in the purchase of 
ammunition, but I am not informed. as to the amount. 

I haYe forwarded to Council Bluffs 140 stands of arms, and ha,~e 
ordered one 8-lb. field piece and forty revolvers with the necessary 
equipme.nts and ammunition transported thither without delay, in
curring for express charges, freight, etc., an expense now knon of, 
$359.96. The force necessary to protect the north and western frontier 
shoul<.1 be bad by organizing in each county a company of mounted 
rangers, who should meet for drill and company exercise as often as 
their patriotism and interest might ind nee them to do, and the expense 
attending such force consists in furnishing each n1ember of a company 
,vith a rifle and sword bayonet valued at from $23 to $50, and a Colt's 
revolver valued at $22 to $25. 

Besides the expense incurred in raising the 1st and 2nd regiments, 
and the protection of the frontier, there are sundry small bills the 
amount of ,vhich I cannot no,v even estimate, and in the absence of 
bills rendered there may be items of considerable amount which have 
escaped my recollection . SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

It will be seen by the letter to Mr. Baldwin that the 
Governor placed in his hands in the matter entrusted to him 
all the power he himself possessed, and results showed that 
the power given, and the confidence reposed in him were 
not misplaced an<l could not have been placed in better hands. 

To expedite the raising of troops Mr Baldwin issued the 
following circular: 

COUNCIL BLUFFS, IOWA, t 
May 6, 1861. f 

To THE CITIZENS OF WESTERN IOWA. 

In order more fully to carry out the desire of the Governor of this 
State to protect our frontier settlements, I respectfully request that an 
effort be made to organize at least one military company in each of 
the western counties of the State, which shall hold itself in readiness 
for service at any moment there may be occasion therefor. 

Each company should be composed of not less than forty, nor more 
than eighty good loyal citizens. 

As soon as the requisite number have volunteered for the purpose 
of organizing a company, the members thereof will proceed to elect 
Lheir officers, to whom commissions will be issued . 

The rolls of the companies with the names of the officers should be 
for,varded to Adjutant G. M. Dodge of this city. 
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Arms will be provided by the Executive of this State at the earliest 
moment possible for all the companies thus organized. 

A thorough military organization in our western counties, with 
plenty of arms and ammunition, is the best guaranty we can have 
against invasions from the savages not far from our borders, or for 
marauding parties whose time for operation is when. our citizens are 
in a defenseless condition, and ,vhen our National troubles direct the 
at tention of the Federal Go .. vernment to other parts. 

C. BALDWIN. 

The following letter is on the same subject: 

H EADQUARTERS MIL. Div. WESTERN IowA, l 
Council Bluffs, May 8, 1861. f 

Colonel M eans: 
DEAR S1R:-I am informed that you are in command of the military 

company in Woodbury county. As your poiut is considered one of 
importance on our frontier, I am instructed to urge upon you the im
portance of an immediate and thorough organization, and that you 
will report your command immediately to me that arms can be for
warded you as soon as they reach this place. The Governor has 
placed the organization of the western portion of the State under sepa
rate command, and one or 1nore regiments will be immediately formed 
and placed in condition fol· actual service. 

The company @hould be thoroughly drilled, and if possible adopt 
some cheap and durable uniform. I shall endeavor to have so1ne 
arrangements made for quick communication with your place and 
would suggest that couriers from your command be l?rovided tha.t in 
case of difficulty i t may be reported immediately at headquarters. The 
companies in Monona and Harrison, as soon as they report, will be 
instructed in this matter. 

Very respectfully, 
G. M. DODGE, 

Acting Adjutant. 

In answer to a resolution from the Senate, the following 
message was sent: 

Gentlemen of the Senate:-I have the honor to state in reply to your 
resolution of inquiry ,vhether I have employed an agent to purchase 
clothing for the t \VO first regiments no,v stationed at Keokuk, that I 
have contracted ,vith Ilon. Samuel Merrill for the following clothing 
for the second and third regiments, to-wit: 

2,000 gray all wool frock coats. 
2,000 gray all wool pants. 
2,000 gray felt hats. 
4,000 gray all wool flannel shirts. 



• 

• 

THE LIFE AND TL\lES OF SA~lUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 137 

4,000 gray all wool ilannel drawers. 
4,000 pairs all wool knit socks. 
2,000 pairs best army brogans. 
Being 1 hat, 1 coat, 1 pair pants, 2 shirts, 2 pairs drawers, 2 pairs 

socks and 1 pair shoes for each man, at the price of $21 for each man 
~ delivered on board cars at Boston, Mass. , to be paid for when accepted 

and delivered by my agent there in bonds of the State at par, if the 
contractor will receive the bonds at par, and if not to be pa.id for there 
as soon as the money can be realized by the sale of the bonds. In 
obedience to a joint r esolution of the General Assembly, I have also 
ordered from the same person 1 coat, 1 pair of pants and 1 pair of 
brogans for each member of the First Regiment, which will cost about 

.. $16 per man . 
SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

Executive Chamber, Mav 27, 1861 . 

The first three regiments raised in the State could hardly 
be called "boys in blue, " for their uniforms were all gray. 

Before the close of the session, the patriotism of some of 
the democrats began to fade. They could not call treason 
by its right name, and they christened it by such mild, soft 
names as "unnatural strife," "unhappy trouble," ''unfortu
nate disagreement, " ''National difficulty," and those whose 
true names were ''traitors" and ''rebels," ,vere called by them 
by the endearing name of ''erring brethren, '' and some of them 
afterwards showed that they were brothers in crime with 
those who were traitors in fact. Delay and compromise were 
written in bold letters on too many measures they proposed. 
Even as profound a lawyer as the late J. C. Hall, was in 
favor of treating with the State of Missouri in relation to the 
treasonable acts of some of her citizens, although the Con
stitution of the United States forbid any such action by 
either State. 

No executive of the State ever had been placed in such 
embarrassing circumstances or subjected to as much worry, 
perplexity and anxiety as was Governor Kirkwood, from the 
time of the President's proclamation in April, till the time 
when the General Government was able to supply the enlisted 
men of the State with uniforms, arms and rations. If 
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money, arn1s and other n1nnitions of "'a.r could have been 
furnished by the loyal people of Io"va in such an abundanc<' 
and with as much readiness and freedom as they fornish<'<l 
men to use them, the case would have been different. But the~e 
arms and munitions were not in the bands of the people, nor 
were they within their reach, nor was the money in their 
pockets with which to buy them. Had it been they ,vonld 
have poured it out as freely as they afterwards did their 
blood in the holy cause. On the 29th of April the Governor 
wrote to Simon Cameron, Secretary of War: "For God's 
sake send us arms. I ask for nothing but arnis and ant
munition. Three regiments are wuiting and five thousand 
guns are required at once." 

On the second day of May be telegraphed Simeon 
Draper, president of tho Union Defense Committee of Ne,v 
York: "For Gocl's sake send us arms. Our First Regiment 
has been in drill a week, a thousand strong. It has tent:-
and blankets but no arms. The Second Regiment is full and 
drilling. Send us arms. Ten thousand men can be bad if 
they can have arms. " 

Money, guns and other n1unitions of ,var were the great 
needs of the hour. The vaults of the State banks from Keo
kuk on the south to McGregor on the north, and from the 
Des Moines river on the ,vest to the Mississippi on the east 
had been opened to be mode subject to the drafts of the 
Governor upon them, although there was no law authorizing 
him to make such drafts. Financial relief from this source 
began to be felt, but not sufficiently to meet all the needs of 
the time. Every gun belonging to the State was hunted up 
and repaired. Agents were sent to St. Louis and to Gov. Y atr-
of Illinois, ,vho had received a supply of 5,000 stands of 
arms, and to Chicago for them. Every manufacturer of 

arms in the country was telegraphed and written to for a sup 
ply. Hon. John A. Kasson. Gov. Grimes and Fitz Henry 
,v arren, who were in Washington. ,vere written to to call 
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on the Secretary of War and urge him ,vith all possible des
µatch to furnish guns and ,var n1aterial at the earliest possi
ble monient, for ,vith Bushwhackers and Guerrillas on the 
south, and hostile Iudians on the ,vest and north, we were 

) threatened with war at our very doors. No other loyal State 
,vas threatened as we were early jn the war. Whiie our sis
ter western States ,vere protected on their west and south 
lines by the natural barrier-a broad river-our enemies had 
but to step over an imnginary boundary line to confront us 
face to face in our very homes. 

• 

, 

• 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Private Secretary .Appointed,-lv. H. Brainerd, Military Secretary
Governor Goes to Washington for .Arms, etc.-Oalls on Gen. Meigs
Th.eir Interview-Re-norninatedjOr Governor-Republican Platform. 
Charles Mason, Democratic Nominee - Elected by 16,000 Ma
jority-Democratic Resolution .Against Bonds and Banks-Union 
State Convention-Nominates Gen. Baker for Governor-He De
clines-Governor Kirkwood [lrged to Take the Stump-Makes a 
Speech, Which is Reported for the Newspapers. 

During the summer, and well into the autumn, no man 
was more harrassed, worried and perplexed than was Gover
nor Kirkwood. Troops were to be raised, officered, organ
ized, fc<j, clothed, armed and mustered into the service, with 
little or no material at hand and an empty State Treasury. 

Cfo save expense during the first part of his administration, 
he had done without a private secretary, but now the corres
pondence of the Executive office was becoming so volumin
ous that not only was a private secretary needed, but a 
military secretary had to be employed, the office being most 
ably filled by the appointment of Mr. N. H. Brainerd to the 
latter place; and then, with two secretaries, the Governor 
was not so relieved but th~t he had to conduct much of the 
correspondence himself. I In reference to the letters ,vritten 
by him during the war, Dr. Lloyd, editor of tbe Historical 
Record, in .copying some of them into that journal, says: 

"They embrace almost every conceivable subject relating to the 
war. Some are answers to letters from wives imploring news of hus
bands, absent, perhaps, in Southern prisons; some replying to appeals 
for interposition for release from federal imprisonment for disloyalty; 
some are recommendations for appointment to government positionsj 
many contain words of comfort and encouragement for the sick, 
wounded and weary at the front; some are firm warnings to refractory 
officers; some conciliating appeals to regimental field officers to har
monize differences bet,veen themselves and subordinates; some prom· 
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ises of immediate or future promotion; a few stern refusals of favor, 
and so1ne plain but still eloquent vindications of the fame of Iowa 
soldiers." 

The Governor was al ways zealously watchful of the fair , 
name and fame of the State and of her troops, as is shown by 

~ these letters, and if any slight or dishonor was attempted to 
be put upon even the most humble of the brave men from 
Iowa, he raised over them whenever he could the broad shield 
of executive protection. 

So urgent was the call for money, guns, clothing, tents 
• and other munitions of war, and so tardily was that call 

being answered, that on the 5th day of August the Governor ) 
went to Washington that he might hurry up the needed 
supplies. 

The soldiers were not uniformed when they were sent 
for,vard to St. Louis nnd other points in Missouri, being in 
their everyday working clothes, no two of them alike, mak
ing the companies and regiments when on dress parade look 
like "crazy-quilts," in comparison with uniformed troopa 
from other States; and this condition of things was mortify
ing to the feelings of the Governor, as well as the men, and 
by many he was hlan1ed for it. 

His first work in Washington was to call on Quartermas
ter-General M. C. Meigs, presenting his case, telling him of his 
situation and asking him for relief. He said to the General: 

'' We have men and can furnish all the Government calls for, but 
we have no money to use for any military purpose, our treasury is 
empty and our credit is low. He stated the condition in which the 
soldiers were sent out of the State, saying it was trying both to them 
and to him, that he was blamed for it when he could not help it. He 
even said if he should consult his o,vn feelings- and it was not wrong 
for him to do so-he " ·ould resign and go back to his farm and mill 
and attend to his own private business. He said he had come to him 
to see if he could not, in some way, relieve our wants. Our people not 
kno"1ing the actual condition of things blame me for all of it." 

Gen. Meigs replied: 
"I cannot help you now, but will as soon as I can. The people of 

Io,va. do not understand the condition of the country. I am founii 
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fault with every day. Tens of thousands find fault with me where 
hundreds find fault ,:vith you. If you are fit for your place, go home 
and go to work and do the best you can." 

He did go home and went to work, and no Governor did 
better or more acceptable ,,·ork than he; und to-day he ha~ 
the grateful thanks of the people of the ""hole State for the 
ardnou~, intelligent and patriotic ,vork: he did for them and 
their cause during that eventful period. 

On the 31st day of Jnly the State Republican Convention 
,vas held, when Governor Kirk,vood was nominated for re
election, receiving 273 of the 37 4: votes cast on an informal 
ballot, an<l 310 of the 374 on a formal one, F. H. Warren 
and S. F. Miller receiving respectively 29 and 31 votes, 
,vhen the nomination v.rns made unanimous. 

This vote was the best cn<lorsen1ent that could be given 
of the approval of his administration by the Republicans, 
and the people of the State endorsed it in November by giving 
him a majority of 16,600 votes over W. H. Merritt, his 
opponent, and this when a large drain had been made on the 
Republican voters of the State to furnish soldiers for the 
war. 

Th~ Republican platforn1 of this year ,vas as free from 
purely partizan political dogmas as it well could be, and it 
was one to which ever,y true Union man could subscribe. 
Its eight planks might hnve been condensed into one, and 
that one would have been Gen. Jackson's famous toast at the 
banquet held on the anniversary of Jefferson's birthday at 
Washington in 1830: "0uR FEDERAL UNION-IT MUST AND 

SHALL BE PRESERVED. " 

On the 24th of July that Copperhead aggregation of 
treason and disloyalty, known as the Democratic State Con
vention, upon a call issued by that Prince of Copperheads, 
D. A. Mahoney, met in Des Moines and nominated Charles 
Mason for Governor and Maturin L. Fisher for Lieutenant
Governor. 
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In a three-column newspaper letter, Mr. Mason, after 
trying to show how much better his party could settle the 
question of Secession than by a resort to arms, accepts the 
nomination. Mr. Fisher, as he said, ''for private reasons" 

~ declined. 
The convention that nominated these men 

R esolved, That the appropriation of $800,000 made at the specia• 
session of the General Assembly is unauthorized by the Constitution. 

When this appropriation was voted, or rather when the 
• law was passed by which that amount of ''War and Defense" 

bonds could be issued, the General Assembly was so non
partizan, and the Republicans had conceded so much that 
both of these men were selected, the one with the State 
Treasurer to negotiate and sell the bonds and the other to be 
one of a Board of Commissioners to issue the bonds and 
determine, from time to time. how man_y of them should be 
sold. 

When the Governor \Vas calling on the branches of the 
State Bank for the loan of money to the State of all the 
funds they could spare, and the branch at Oskaloosa was pre
sided over by such a loyal Democrat as ,v. T. Smith, and 
the one at Burlington by another strong Union Democrat, 
W. F. Coolbaugh, and both, with the other branch banks of 
the State Bank, were furnishing the Governor with money, 
the issues of their respective banks, this convention 

Resoll;ed, That we are irreconcilably opposed to all paper money 
banking as being a system of legalized s,vindling. 

Here we have the Democratic party, as represented in its 
State Convention, putting itself on record as being bitterly 
opposed to furnishing the State with anything in the shape of 
bonds or the issues of the State banks to be used in feeding, 
clothing, arming or equipping our soldiers and sending them 
to the war. The party that passed these resolutions had not 
speu l many weeks after their passage till it found it::;elf badly 
demoralized. It hope<l to recover from that demoralization 

\ 
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by putting Lieutenant-Colonel Merritt in the place declined 
by Mr. Fisher. This did not help the party, but it put 
Colonel Merritt into very bad company-it was but little 
better than being a prisoner of war in a Confederate camp, and 
the position was not half as honorable. Imprisonment by open 
enemies is far preferable to imprisonment by secret traitors. 

Judge Mason soon found it convenient to retire from the 
head of the ticket, when Colonel Merritt was advanced to fill 
the vacancy. Bl1t a loyal leader in a dislo)ral cause could not 
make his treasonable followers patriotic. 

So distasteful had this band of copperhead conspirators 
and their doings become, that on the 29th day of August, 
another Democratic Convention assembled at Des Moines. 
This convention, called as was supposed for the purpose 
of detraitorizing the party, was presided over by Hon. Lin
coln Clark of Dubuque. The forces that dominated in the 
former Democratic Convention, had a majority in this, and 
controlled its action, and renominated its candidates. 

A majority and a minority report on platform was pre· 
sented, the former differing but little from the one adopted 
b)· the former convention being adopted. Upon this action 
being taken, Mr. Clark, the president, vacated his chair and 
left the convention in disgust. The minority report pre
sented and read by Mr. Coolbargh never got into the han<l8 
of the secretary of the convention, or into its published pro
ceedings, when he left the· convention with Mr. Clark fol
lowed by the whole Dubuque and Des Moines counties, 
delegations. 

Judge Nourse, writing to Gov. K. says: "The conven 
tion was in session till after n1idnight. There was a fierce 
quarrel between the Mahoney men and the Union portion 
of the convention * * * The fight over the platforn1 
was rich, rare and racy. A great many truths were told by 
the loyal men to the secession \Ving that controlled the con
vention.'' 
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On the 28th day of .1.\ugust, a convention of Republicans 
and Democrats, calling themselves the ''Union Party," met 
in Des Moines and nominated Gen. N. B. Baker for Gov
ernor, Lauren Dewey for Lieutenant-Governor, and Reuben 
Noble for Supreme Judge. Gen. Baker and Mr. Noble both 

l declined, although the latter was in sympathy with the 
movement and one of its prime movers. He was in hopes 
Gov. Kirkwood would be the nominee of the convention, for 
in writing to Andrew J . Stevens on the subject of the con
vention, he says: ''If I ,vere a member of the convention I 

► would urge the nomination of Gov. I{irkwood for Governor 
* * * It is due to him that he should finish the work he 
has begun. I know personally that his labors have been 
arduous; that he has expended large sums of money upon 
his individual credit for the benefit of the State; that no new 
1nan could finish the work begun as well as he, for these 
reasons I have supported him and have seen no reason to 
change my mind." 

So strong, however, were the political prejudices of the 
Democratic portion of that convention, that they rebelled 
against endorsing anyone who had been supported by the 
Republican Convention. 

The Governor was urged by many of his friends to take 
the stump, and many pressing invitations came to him from 
numerous places, especially in the north part of the State, 
to speak there, but his answers to all these calls were that 
his official duties were so pressing that he had no time to 
make a personal canvass, and that those duties must be per ... 
formed even if his personal interests suffered thereby. So 

, anxious were his friends to get him before the people on the 
ipiportant and pressing questions of the day, that the.r deter
mined if he could not be heard from the rostrum he should 
be through the press, and at the sugg-es~ion of F. W. Pal
mer, then editor of the I owa 1....~tate Register, arrangements 
we1·e roade for hiiµ to make a speech and have it reporteq i'4 
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full and published in the papers. As shorthand reporters 
were not as plenty then as now, not even one being obtain
able, the arrangement was made that four ready writer re
porters should be engaged, that number one shquld take do\\'ll 
the first sentence, number two the second sentence, and so 
on in turn to the end, as each sentence fell from the speaker'~ 
lips, and that their reports should be put together and the 
speech published as uttered. An arrangement was attempted 
to be made for a joint discussion between Gov. K. and Judge 
Mason, the Democratic candidate for Governor, but the 
judge declined to engage in it. At a meeting in Sherman 
Hall in Des Moines on the evening of Sept. 4th, presided 
over by the Hon. T. F. Withrow, the Governor delivered his 
speech. As Judge Mason had declined to meet the Gov
ernor, it was proposed to substitute in his place Hon. J as 
Baker of Chariton, but the audience objected, and Mr. 
Baker being present declined in person. 

Gov. K. being introduced said: 
Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen:-I hope you will do me the 

justice to believe that I did not arrange this meeting. I bad nothing 
to do with it. I ,vas requested by some of my friends to say "'hetber I 
would be willing to 1ue,~t Judge ~Iason, one of my competitors, to dis
cuss the National and State questions involved in this canvass. Ho,v . 
ever small my own confidence in n1y own ability may be, I have never 
felt myself at liberty to decline any invitation of the kind, occupying 
the position I do, and although it might be rash in me to meet Judge 
Mason in this contest, I would not and did not decline. With the de
termination of the question whether Mr. Baker should occupy the time 
of Judge Mason, I had nothing to do; and as you have decided, I hav<> 
nothing to do ,vith your action. 

I propose nO\V to discuss briefly some questions, not all of those 
which are uppermost in the minds of the people of Iowa. When a 
spe 1ker proposes to address an audience, he ought to a1Tange hi, 
thoughts beforehand, so that he 1na.v be able to present the subject 1n 

a discourse which, if it be indifferent , it shall be "\Yell arranged. 1 
cannot promise you that I shall be able so to do, for until this evening 
1 have had no time for preparation, aud I hope you ,vill pardon ,vhat 
I know will be a desultory speech. 

I again find myself what I once thought I never again would be, a 
candidate fer the office of Governor, and I confess I find myself in 
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peculiar and unpleasa.nt circumstances. The unpleasantness of my 
position arises from two causes. First, the country is in a condition 
such as it was never in before. We have had war before, but never a 
civil war. We have had strife before, but never intestine strife. And 
1nany of th~ good people ,vho are iu favor of pressing this war thor-

~ onghly, Yigorously and triumphantly to an end, believe that an error 
"'as committed in making a party nomination at this time. They think 
that the gentlemen who have placed me in nomination have erred. 
That is one thing. Another is, and I am very sorry to say it, that some 
of my own political household thi uk that I am not the man; that we 
should haT"e some other person. Now, I intend to address a few re-

• marks on each of these points. I will certainly make them as brief as 
possible. 

Did the- Republican party err in nominating a Republican ticket at 
this time under the surroundings? What was the condition of the 
country in May last, when your Legislature then f}Onvened in extra 
session, adjourned? What. was the condition of the State at that time? 
'.fhe great mass of the people of this State were in favor of sustaining 
the administration, of prosecuting vigorously, thoroughly and to a 
successful termination, the war inaugurated by the South. This was 
true of the entire body of the Republican party, and a large portion of 
the Democratic party. And yet it v,as true, and I am sorry to say it 
was true, that a portion of the Democratic party was not in favor of 
that course. Now, you know and I know that political no1ninations 
are a necessity in a Government like ours. Without political organi
zation you cannot concentrate public opinion. We have always had 
political organizations or parties since the foundation of our Govern
ment. '.fhe common sense of the country has accepted this truth and 
acted upon it, and from that period until this day political organiza
tions have been the means of giving tone to and expressing the popular 
,vill, and they al\vays must be. They are a necessity in a Republican 
form of government like ours. 

Here then is a political party in this State, a party that is earnest, 
united in favor of the prosecution of the war. Here was the only other 
political party divided on this question. Now, these parties act through 
these organizations, and ,vhen the Republican Central Committee of 
Iowa called together the convention, they exercised the po,ver ,vhich 
was delegated to them to exercise, no more no less. '.fhey had not power 
to do aught mol'e, it was their duty to do no less. They hadnotpower 
to propose a union of parties. They could only call a convention to 
nominate candidates. Your State Central Committee of the Repub
lican party did its duty in calling the party into general convention. 
Shortly after that had been done, persons who claimed to represent the 
Detnocratic party, whether trt1thfully 01· not I car.not say. called a 
State Democratic convention at an earlier day than that for the assem• 
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bling of the Republican convention. After this call had been publishi-d, 
certain other persons desiring, as they claimed, to give a hearty sup
port to the prosecution of this \var and the maintenance of the Union, 
is~ued a call for what they denominated a "Peoples' or Union Conven
tion,,, and fixed the time for holding the same the day before, or the 
day after the Democratic convention had been called to assemble. 
'!'hey showed no desire to affiliate "ith the Republican convention. 
'l' hey sho,ved no disposition to act in anyway with the Republican or
ganization of the State. Now, they had their choice, to determine 
,vhether they would place their convention in a position to act \Vith 
the Republican party, or ,vith the other. They chose the other con• 
vention and attempted to act in conjunction with it. They called their 
convention to meet the next day after the Democratic convention, 
\\ hich met a week in advance of the convention of the Republican 
party. Both conventions " 'ere he d, and no agreement could be 
effected bet,veen them. Why the Peoples' party made that choice, 
thereby placing it out of their po,ver to act ,vith the Republican organ· 
izatioo, iL is not for me to say They chose to do it and did it. Tht-y 
,Yent to the Democratic Mahony convention for their allies. 1'hey 
" 'ould not or did not attempt to affiliate with the Republican conven
tion. I ,vas not here at the time, but understood that consultations 
were had but no agreement could be effected. The Democratic or 
1lahony convention met, acted and adjourned on the day it was called. 
On the next day the Union conYention met and adjourned. 'fhey 
could, had they been so disposed, have met with the Republican con
, eution called for the 31st of July, ,vhen that convention was yet in 
Lhe future. They let the Republican convention meet and pass by as 
they had a right to do, but they did not intimate to them in anyway 
whatever that they bad any desire to affiliate with them. 

In the course of events two more conventions were held in your 
city last ,veek. On the one day a Union convention, and on the next 
a Democratic convention. If you can take their acts as indications, 
my friends, our Democratic and Union bretbern have shown they were 
un,villing to act ,vith the Republicans. T,vice have they met in con
vention on succeeding days, and while they were thus willing to act 
in conjunction, they were unwilling to attempt to act with the Repub
lican organization. 

What did the Republicans do when they met in convention? Take 
their platform and read it. Search through it from beginning to end, 
and ,vhat is there in it to drive from its support any man who loves 
his country " There is nothing! Scrutinize it as closely as you please 
and you ,vill find no partizanship there. You ,vill find nothing ther~ 
hnt devotion to the American flag and love for the American Union. 
LApplause.] 'fhe Republicans placed themselves in a position to affili· 
ll,te ,vith the patriotic portioD of any party or all parties iµ the State, 
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Democrats or Union men, call them what you please. But they were 
silently passed by. No desire was shown to have anything to do ,vith 
them; and, relying upon the justice of their cause, they thre,v their 
banner abroad, and appealed to the people to rally around it in main
tenance of the Federal Union and the houor of the Federal flag. 

The Republicans do not ask you, my Democratic friends, to give up 
~ any of your pre-conceived notions on the suhject of slavery. They 

don't ask you to accept their political faith or abandon yours; but, as 
the predominant party in this State, ignoring for the time being all 
past political issues, they ask every man who is ,villing to rally round 
the flag to step forward to help them in this patriotic cause. Is it 
·wrong in them to do this? Every Republican is a Union man. Where 

~ in all the broad land can you find one who is not? They are and have 
been for some years the dominant party in this State. They have 
placed themselves, as an organization, in a position to be consulted by 
any party or an~· mell who 1uight be ,villing to consult and act with 
the1n for the Union, buL had con1pletely, perhaps studiously, been 
ignored Ly all. They then. for tl1e sake of harmony and good-will, 
laid aside all party issues and all party tests, and simply asked that all 
men of all parties who, like thetnselYes, ,vere devoted to the Union 
should step forward and act '\-Yith them, not for party, but for the 
Union. It scell1s to 111e that more could not have been asked with 
fairness noe yielded ,vith self-respect. 

'l'he olher orga • ization is divided. It is torn asunder. With the 
present condition of the country, ,vboe,er is not in faYor of upholding 
the Government is aga:nst 1t. And, n1y friends, it see1ns to me that if 
\Ve could once lay aside all dissensions on this subject, and, as a united 
people, rally round this admini,tration, \Ve could soon carry the war 
to a successful issue and place the country in a position it is entitled to 
occupy. 

No,v, my friends, a fe,v words on a subject to me more delicate. 
As Chief Execut.ive of the State, since the ~'ar commenced much fault 
has been found with 1ue. I am a plain man, and although it may not 
be prudent in me as a candidate to speak in regard to these matters, 
yet I propose to say some things to you in a very plain \Vay. A great 
n1any gentle1nen think 1 have not been energetic enough; that I have 
not been efficient enough; that I have not pushed forward the work as 
vigorously as I should ha,·e done. That may be true. That I have 
c·ommitted errors I think is not only very possible, but very probable. It 
,vould be the heigbth of presumption in me to assert the contrary. I 
think that all of our public nien haYe committed errors. Look at it I 
When the President of the United States is:::ued his proclamation for 
75,000 men for three months the ,vhole country arose and applauded 
the act. And yet this was a 1nistake Those three months men should 
have been three years men. We could have had them for three years 
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as well as for three months. If this had been done, the country wouid 
uot have bad to ,vitness the spectacle of whole regiments retiring from 
the service at the very time " ' hen the roar of cannon was beard at 
Bull's t, un ! Once enlisted for the service they cou!d have been kept 
there, and the country would not have b('en fe,·ered with excitement 
lest Washington should fall into the hands of Beauregard. 

I talk to' you under the assumption that you are honest and patriotic 
men, and that it is your wish to do right; but you will pardon 111e if I 
say you expect too much of your public officers. You expect them to 
be what you are not yourselves-perfection . You can't expect from 
them exemption from error. You and I can very easily see after a 
thing is done whether it was rightly or w:::-,,ngly done. Yet had ,ve 
been called on in the first instance to meet the same exigency, we would, 
in all probability, have committed a graver error. Now I press this 
thing not on my O\Vn account, because "vhat becomes of me is of little 
consequence. But yon h 1ve the Administration at Washington, on the 
support of which everything depends. Upon you and each one of 
you the Administration leans for support, and I say it plainly and 
boldly you are not standing by that Administration as you should 
stand by it. You may search the history of this ,vorld over, I care not 
,vhere you read its pages, and you cannot find a go,·erument which has 
ever done, in the same length of tirne, a tithe of ,vbat has been done 
by this Administration in the last four months, taking into account the 
tondition of affairs as it found then1 ,vhen it came into po,ver. And 
yet pick up your ne,vspapers, go into yonr hotel offices or reading 
rooms, go where you will, and, instead of fi nding encouragement for 
the good it bas done, you find car1 iug and denunciation. 

I came recently from Washington City, and I say to you, what I 
think I know, that this same spirit of faultfinding, this same spirit of 
denunciation, is discouraging and weakening your Administration at 
Washington. It has to fight Jeff Davis and Beauregard on the one 
side and men who should rally round it on the other. I was pleased 
with a remark of President Lincoln which I saw attributed to him in 
a newspaper the other day. Wh.en urged to change his Cabinet, he 
said: "Go to work fighting the enemy and stop fighting your own 
friends." You will find the newspapers tilled with, aud you will hear 
,vherever you go, attacks upon this man or that man in the army, the 
navy and all departments of the Government. A newspaper editor or 
a ne,vspaper correspondent, perhaps ,vithal a disappointed office 
seeker besides, seizes his pen and with a single dash ,vill demolish a 
General in the army, a men1ber of the Cabinet, and even the Executive 
of the GoYernment himself, charging corruption to this man, imbe• 
cility to that, inefficiency everywhere; assailing the best men of the 
nation as remorselessly as you would set your foot upon a worm. 
This is wrong, and they who do it, do the country wrong. If you ex-
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pect to find public offirers who commit no n1istakes, then you must get 
archangels, and not n1en. And I do insist upon it that inste:1d of 
hunting something to find fault with, you should strengthen and up
hold your public agents. Give them credit for what is right, and if 
you see that which appears to you to be wrong, remen1ber that you 
may be mistaken as well as they, and even if they are wrong, attribute 

l it to the naLural imperfections of man. 

' 

It has been said I have not raised men fast enough. I have raised 
all that have been asked for, Io,va has poured forth her thousands as 
fast ns called for by the General Government. It has been said that 
the Iowa volunteers ha,·e not beenclot,hedas we11 and as rapidly as they 
should have been clothed. That is your fault, not mine. I bad not 
the money to do it. You have it ancl I have not been furnished with 
it. The clothes worn by your First, Second and Third Regiments to-
day have not been paid for l Not a dollar has been paid for them. 
Three thousand men, among them your sons and brothers, are wearing 
clothes which are yet unpaid for. Much fault was found with me 
because your soldiers at Keokuk did not receive their poor pittance of 
pay which they were to receive from the State for the period interven-
ing bet,veen the time of their enlistment in the service of the State and 
their a<'ceptance into the service of the United States. They were 
there without money to buy even tobacco or postage-stamps. You 
know as " 'ell as I that the Executive of this State had not a dollar to 
advance to the soldiers. After t.hey were mustered in at Keokuk, 
Ezekiel Clark, Hiram Price, of Davenport, and your Speaker bor
rowed on their private credit the money-some $30,000-which \vas 
required to pay them, and paid it, and the debt is unsatisfied to-day. 
'rhe Executive of this State drew some $5,000 out of the State Treas
ury, which he had no more right by law to take for that purpose than 
any one of you; bnt it was a case of extreme necessity. The balance 
we borrowed on our individual credit, and you owe it to us now. · If 
there be a fault in this connection, on whom does it rest? I do not 
like to say these things, but justice to myself con1pels me to say them. 
'Jhe people of Iowa have not furnished their Executive ,vith money 
for the expenditures which he was required by law to make as they 
should have done. The bank of this city holds my protested notes for 
$6,000, and ( have borrowed so much that I thought it was $12,000 till 
I called at the bank to-day and inquired. I was absent from home last 
week and found, on my return, notices of protested paper of mine to 
the amount $6,000 more, and not less than seven of those little tickets 
which bankers send out to give notice of notes falling due. Now, it is 
not agreeable to a man who has hitherto kept his commercial credit 
unimpaired thus to find it dishonored, and it is still more displeasing 
when he is cursed all over the State for not doing what he ,vas po"ver
less to accomplish, and it is right you should know it. 

' • 
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But let us pass from this. It is not agreeable to you nor to me. I 
only mention it because it is right yon should kno\\' here that the 
clothes that your sons and brothers are wearing to-day are not paid 
for, not because 1 am unwilling to pay for them, but because I haYe 
not the means. It is right that )'OU should know that the money your 
boys had did not come from your State 'I'reasury, but was borrowed 
upon individual credit and is not yet refunded. You should at least 
endeavor to help furnish the means to refund this money by subscrib
ing for State bonds. I grew pathetic in a newspaper appeal, a few 
clays since, asking you to subscribe for State bonds. Now there is 
scarcely a man of you who, if life, liiub or property were at stake, 
could not take $100 at least of Iowa Slate bonds, and thus furnish the 
means to carry on this work and have it done rlght. And let me say 
plainly- though as a candidate I ought not to talk so to you-that, in 
so doing, you would be performing your duty, as ,vell as in carping 
and fault-finding. No,v, I am probably making a n1istake. I dou't 
kno\v. I ought perhaps to make handso1ne -vows, speak soft and 
honied words, things I cannot do; but I vrill tell you the truth, as I 
understand and believe it, and if you don't like it, you have the 
remedy in your own hands, you kno\v. But it is due to you for me to 
mention what to,va bas already done in this ,var. She has sent into 
the field and has now in active service in Jvlissouri, counting the Iowa 
First-and every man in Iowa will love to count the Iowa First 
[loud and long-continued applause}-se'1:en thousand men! She has in 
camp at Keokuk 1,000 mrn under Col. Bussey. She bas in Burlington 
another full regiment of cavalry under Col. Warren. She has in Iow·a 
City a regiment of infantry, consisting of 900 men, ,vaiting the arrival 
of another company of 100 men to complete the regiment, "''hich was 
to have been under the command of Col. Bennett. And here let me 
say of Col. Bennett, he has acted the patriot as ,vell as the soldier. He 
has acted the man. When he found that his appointment as Colonel 
would cause heartburnings and dissensions , he said to n1e, "Place me 
where you please, but have the regiment formed." [Applause.] This 
~•as ,v},a,t Col. Bennett did. A.t Davenport there is a full regiment of 
infantry, commanded by Col. Hoffman, and a full regiment of cavalry, 
,vhose regimental officers have not yet been appointed. We have, I 
hope, to-day at DubnquA a full regiment of inf:1ntry under Col. Van· 
<lever. That is what Iowa has done. It is \Vhat your State authorities 
have done \Vithout money to do it with; but I wUl not speak of that 
agaiu, for I am satisfied you " 'ould rather hear of something else. 

Aud now what more should I talk to you about. I will not talk 
about myself any longer. Let us look for a moment at the cause of 
this unholy Rebellion I Why is it tha.t many a mother's eye is wet 
,vith tears to-night for the brave ones ,vho haT"e fallen on the battle· 
field ? Why is it? Why is it that Jo,va is pouring forth her sons by 
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thousands to engage in this contest? Why have our brave men been 
shot do,vn in Missouri? Why do we mourn the loss of men by death 
at Springfield? Why is it that the battle at Manassas bas brought sor
row and affliction to thousands of homes in the East? I ask these 
questions Lecause "' here the responsibility for a~l this rests there rests 

~ a burden which bends men to the earth. Why is it that the men of the 
North meet the men of Virginia, Missouri and the South to desolate 
each other's fields and burn each other's houses? It is not in nature 
that we should desire to kill each other. We are brethren of the 
United States of America. Why, then, this strife? Why is it? It is 
just because an attempt is made to strike down our government, the 
best the world eYer sa,v. 'fhat is why. What is the meaning of a 

• republican form of government? It means this: that the people of a 
couutry have sense, intelligence and honor and energy enough to gov
ern the country. You good people of Des Moines manage Des Moines' 
affairs. J t does not go upon the theory that the people may not some
times make mistakes, but it does go upon the theory that men have the 
intelligence to see those mistakes and correct them. That is the theory 
of a republican system of government 

No,Y, after a battle of four long years, the Republican pa.rty came 
into po,ver last fall, or rather were elected last fall and came into 
power on the 4th of March last. Our Southern friends rebelled at that 
election. They said mistakes and wrongs had been committed. Very 
well. What ,vas their bounden duty? It was to appeal to the intelli
gence and honesty of the people. Nearly all the South, and some of 
our Northern friends, said a mistake had been committed, and said 
they would not trust to the good faith, intelligence and honesty of the 
people to correct it, but would right their ,vrongs by arms. This is 
what our Southern brethren have done. They have said they will not 
submit. If they have such rights as these, then a republican form of 
government is not a government, becauee such attributes crush out its 
vitality. Suppose we Republicans, four years ago, had said, "We will 
not submit to be ruled by a President constitutionally elected." Sup
pose when Buchanan was elected in 1856 the minority had said, "We 
,vill not trust a majority of tbe people to correct mistakes, but we will 
resort to arms.'' Then we would have had our Rebellion four years 
a.go instead of now. Establish this precedent and you may look for a 
rebellion every four years. The defeated party would always appeal 
to arms for what they claimed they should have. The United States 
,vould thus be converted into another Mexico on a larger scale. Even 
those ,vho have placed themselves on the Mahony platform condemn 
the Administration, because they say it is imbecile and not strong and 
energetic enough. '.fhe Administration has done its duty, It lias dealt 
with those in rebellion as an indulgent parent would deal ,vith a 
fro,vard child. It has forborne to strike. It has dealt with those men 
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mildly, leniently, generously. It sought to conciliate them, but failed. 
The time bas come, and I am glad to see it, when a different policy is 
to be pursued. This policy is forshadowed in the late proclamation ot 
Gen. Fremont, in Missouri. [Tremendous applause.] The late Admin 
istration bad the power to put do\vn this most wicked Rebellion in its 
beginning by a single effective blow, but it let the opportunity pass. 
The present Administration has come to a point where it is deter
mined to put down this rebellion by a strong band. It has sought by 
every nieans in the world to bring the rebels back to their duty. J 
think it has done right. It was bound to exhaust every honorable 
1neans of conciliation before it resorted to extreme measures. I do 
think, viewing the subject from my standpoint, there never was a 
more causeless and wicked rebellion. This government has given the 
South prosperity, security, peace. It did not inflict a blow till they 
became so arrogant and overbearing that the war became a necessity 
for national existence. 'l'hey had grown as no people ever had before, 
cursed with such institutions as they have. It has protected them. 
supported them, nourished them. Aod because a majority have ex
ercised their constitutional right and duty to control and regulate 
national affairs, they have declared that if they could not rule they 
would ruin. 

And now, my friends, what is our duty? WE MUST PUT DOWN 

REBELLION. Some gentlemen say "Peace." They say, "You cannot 
subdue and subjugate the South and have them live peaceably with 
you." They say, "The South are determined to go, and why not let 
them go in peace?" But when you yield that much, you sign the 
death warrant of your government! If the Southern States may 
secede to-day, the North,vestern States may to-morrow. If the South 
may rebel this year, then New England may next. Establish the doc
trine of secession any where, you leave no life, no vitality, in your 
whole system of government. It sinks at once from the rank of 
nations, becomes what Mexino is, a hissing and a byword, and leaves 
you no security for life, liberty or property. It cannot be in the 
nature of things. There are but two ways. You must either put the 
rebels down or the rebels \villput you do,vn. You cannotcompromise 
with them. You cannot establish peace with them. You cannot con
ciliate them. Will you have the month of the Mississippi river closed 
by Louisiana? Will you allow the inhabitants of the Lower Mississippi 
to toll the produce of the Upper 1\-Iississippi? Yon will not do it. You 
cannot do it. Your fath ers risked a " 'ar to acquire that river, and 
their sons ,vill fight to maintain il. [Deafening applause.] A thousand 
plans may be suggested for a peaceful solution of this question, and 
yet you must reject them all. Rt·cognize the Southern Confederacy 
and you cannot keep peace with them five years. There are some 
strange characteristics in this contest. We are in the habit of attrilr 
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uting to our Southern friends honor, chivalry, highmindedness ; and , 
they attribute to us avarice, cowardice, venality. And yet, underlying 
all this, there are sho,vn to be contrary attributes in each. What is 
the theory of this rebellion? What underlies it? The very grossest 
material: the theory that no man has any higher 1notive to action t)lan 
the aggrandizemeut of self. 'fhe South said "Cotton is King!" They 
said if war is inaugurated the pockets of the North would suffer. They 
said. you \\'ould lose your markets for manufactured and agricultural 
products; that your factories \vould be closed in the East; t4at the 
grain ,vould rot in your store houses in the West, and that yoµ would 
thus be brought to terms. All this showed what they believed to be 
the governing principle in the North. How has this been met? How 
have the people of the North met this question when it was forced 

• upon them? When your trade was brought low, your marts closed 
and your shipping lying idle in your harbor, how was this question 
met? Ho,v did you respond to the call of the President to rally round 
the National flag? 'The world has never seen a spectacle such as has 
been exhibited by the people of the North in the support of this gov
ernment since the commencement of this war. 

It is shown to be untrue that cotton is king. Pennsylvania might 
as well claim that coal is king. New York might as well claim that 
commerce is king. The great Northwest might equally claim that 
corn is king. But all these claims are untrue, and it brings us back 
again to the Bible truth that there is but one king, the Everlasting 
God, and him only should we serve. [Applause). We have faith in 
Him, and it is around this faith that our sentiments of right, justice 
and truth will forever cluster. Before that faith southern chivalry will 
go down. There is something in the north higher than materialism. 
No opposition here or elsewhere can put it down. Those who have 
taken up arms against federal authority ,vill not and cannot succeed 
in putting it down. And I tell you, my friends, no convention can be 
got up which can smother that principle, and the men who !eek to 
crush it out will be ground to powder before it. [Uproarous and long 
continued applause]. You may call conventions for the purpose of 
obstructing the path of this government, but they will fail, let them 
marshall their forces under the name of Democracy or whatever they 
will. I know the force of that organization. I know as well as any 
other man the power of the Democratic party, but I tell those men 
who attempt to array the masses of the people against the Administra
tion, State or National, that is endeavoring to prosecute the war, that 
they cannot succeed. I do not care ,vhether they attempt to do so by 
the publication of insidious falsehoods, in incendiary sheets, by politi
cal conventions, by seeking to discredit the bonds of the State, by the 
cry that they are unconstitutional or otherwise. [Cheers ancl cries of 
good]. 



' 

156 THE LIFE AND Tl}!ES OF SA!-IUEL J. KIRK\VOOb, 

No,v, my friends, I told you when I commenced I had wade uo 
preparation for an elaborate speech. I have had no order in what l 
have saidi but I have tried to bring before you these few ideas. ln the 
first place, that although the Republican a.dmin!stration which came 
into power on the fourth of March last, surrounded by unusual diffi
culties, found ~11 the offices of the government filled by m.embers of 
the opposition party; it bas sho,vn a degree of liberality toward its 
opponents that could have scarcely been looked for. It is true it 
might have been well if no purely partisan ticket had been nominated 
at this time. It might have been ,vell if all political organizations for 
the time being had been forgotteni but our Union friends showed a 
studied desire to avoid affiliation with the dominant party. At the 
same time our Democratic friends have shown a studied desire to 
ignore and have nothing to do with the Republican party. The gen
tlemen who control the Union movement have never placed them
selves en rapport with the Republican party, but have shown a settled, 
deliberate and wilful purpose to co-operate rather with the Demo
cratic party of the State. They did not fix the day for holding their 
convention near to the day the Republicans had selected for holding 
theirs. They have not coquetted with us in anyway. It may not have 
been their bounden duty to do so, I don't kno,v-it may be so. But 
this I do kno,v, they have asl1ed no less of the Republican party than 
to abandon their organization; and kno,ving the purpose of political 
human nature, I kno,v they did not expect us to do it ,vhen they asked 
it. When the Republicans met in convention they carefully excluded 
from their platform everything that could offend a Douglass Demo
crat, a "Union" man, or even a Mahoney Democrat and ,vhen we 
asked the Union men to cowe ,vith us, we being organized and 
having strength, they said "no." '!'hey ask us to abandon our 
organization in which is strength, and go over to them ,vho have 
no organization, and trust to Providence and the chapter of acci · 
dents for the result. [Laughter]. There is I am sorry to say it, there 
is au organized party that does not look this question of rebellion fairly 
in the face. Their conduct, not so intended perhaps, is doing more to 
strengthen Jeff Davis and his forces than if the sa1ne number of men 
comprising this party should go down and join their army with ar1ns 
in their hands. There is an organization iu this State to-day that will 
go 10 the polls on the 8th day of October, and \\'hi.ch if it elects its can· 
di dates, ,vill strengthen the hands of the traitors by proclai1ning that 
there is a divided north ! When that day comes you will be astonished 
.-1 t Llie strength of that party. And ,vhat do the People's party propose 
to <lo ? They propose to divide the Uuioll strength of this State into 
two parties, and thereby run the risk of placing the control of the 
State in the hands of men who apologized for and even sympathized 
\\'ilh treason. That is what they ask us to do. They do not intend 
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by the re10Jutions passed a fe,v days since to give aid to the disunion 
party in this State; but by their action they afford to the disunion 
party their only possible chance of success, by dividing the strength of 
the Union vote of the State bet,veen the t,vo tickets. That's clear. I 
do not presu1ne they inteud that, !Jut if there is any means by which 
this thing can be done it can only l>e done in that way. Mr. Mason 

~can only be elected by the division of the Union party. Our Union 
friends ask of us who have a party ,vhich has strength, to go over to 
them who have I think but little strength. They ask of us, who for 
several years have carried the election of our candidates by unequivo
cal majorities, to divide our strength, aba.ndon our position, leave our 
entrenchments and fortifications, and expose ourselves and them to 

, attacks in front and rear, surrounded by an enemy and have the whote 
camp captured! 

I ,vould like to speak to you f nrther of personal matters, but I will 
not do it because you cannot divest yourself of the belief that I am 
talking for myself. I am solicitous that the Union cause in this State 
and nation should be successful. I ask you to bring to this subject the 
same calm, sound sense that you do to your own private affairs, and 
such as you usually do ,vhen you wish to acco1nplish an individual 
end. 

There is one subject, my friends, on ,vhich I \Vish to make a few 
remarks before I close, and that is ,vith reference to affairs in Wash
ington City aud your duty to the administration there. You Douglass 
men may think there is not sufficient energy manifested in the prose
cution of the wa,r. Very well, I may think so. You may think Simon 
Cameron, the Secretary of War, a bad man. I may think so too, but 
I think him a badly abused man. You may think he does wrong, but 
you can.not rely on all you hear. I ,vas recently in Washington City 
and had to pass three days in the War Department, and I found the 
rooms of that department full every day. Nine-tenths of the men who 
,vere there, were there for place and for plunder and they were not all 
Republicans either by a great deal. (Laughter]. 1'hey consumed the 
time of the department that should have been given to other matters. 
They go there and force themselves on public men; and when they go 
a,vay as thousands of them do disappointed, they brand the man as 
corrupt and imbecile who disappoints tbem. They get some scribbler 
to write something to the newspapers charging incompetency and 
venality on the officers of the government. That is the way a great 
deal of that sort of thing is done. Hundreds and thousands of news• 
paper slanders are got up by men who have been disappointed in get
ting contracts. But for the swarms of these men in Washington, 
cro.,,vding all the avenues of the Capital, the War Department would 
be able to devote its energies more effectively to its legitimate duties. 
As I told you betore, I w~s jn tbe b~ll of that department before I 
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could fiiid the men whom I wanted to see. Why they even got to Know 
1 ,vas GoYernor of Jo,,.va, and they never forgot me! The reason this 
,vas so, probably because I looked so much unlike other Governors· 
LGreat laughter]. But even ,vith the advantage of 1ny official position 
and a kno,vledge by the department of the pressing nature of my busi
ness, I was unable for some time to reach the presence of the Secre
tary of War. I do not believe that Mr. Cameron is open to the charges 
preferred agains t him. I do not believe a word of them. I do think 
he allows too m uch of bis time to be given to his friends, and to be 
imposed upon by them, but that he is a corrupt man I do not believe. 

Let me say to my Democratic friends that in my judgment they have 
nothing to complain of relative to the manner in which appointments 
have been disposed of by the w·ar Depa.rtment. Have you been ig
nored? Have you been treated as outsiders in this contest? Look at 
high military names that have been brought before the country sinct' 
the commencement of this war! Are they those of Republicans merely '' 
Look at appointments which, as executive of the State, I myself haYt' 
1nade! Have I ignored you 1ny Democratic friends? Douglass Demo
crats, aye Breckenridge Democrats, have been permitted to divide with 
Republicans the best military appointments of the State! Look at 
every loyal State in this Union and you will find a spirit of liberality 
manifested by Republicans in the dispensation of offices and p:itron
agc, such as yon never sho,vcd to your opponents ,vhen you ,vere iu 
power. Go back to the history of the Mexican war. Tell me the 
name of a single Whig who \Vas placed in high command by President 
Polk. General Scott was in command before the comn1encement of 
the war. The same was true of General Taylor. Tel1 me, if you 
please, what Whigs were ever placed in high military command by 
President Pierce? You cannot do it. Your party never practiced 
this kind of liberality to your foes. I kno,v it because I was once of 
you and among you [Laughter ancl Applause]. The Democratic party 
always made it a principle to confer the spoils of office on its friend-;. 
As partisans you were wise. You were never known to extend re
wards to your enemies. You always held t hese in reserve for your 
friends. The consequence ,vas that you rallied a Spartan band arouud 
you, who ,vith the spoils of victory ever before them, labored with the 
efficiency with which a compact party ahvays labors. The Republicau 
party has not displayed that kind of ,Yisdon1. They have rew11,rded 
their enemies. Go iuto every State in which the Republicans are the 
dominant party, you will find that that party, eschewing the ,vorld Y 
,visdom displayed so long and so successfully by the Democrats, aud 
looking rather to th•· good of the ,vhole country, lavishing the highest 
offices upon Democrats as well as Republicans. It has been n1ad~ a 
subject of complaint against me in Washington as well as here, tha.t 
I have given too many places to members of the Democratic party 
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~hat I have filled importan t offices with political opponents. What 
·eason then have yon for opposition to the Republican party? You 
~now that it is devoted faithfully and zealously to the support of the 
j ational administ1 ation, to the prosecution of the war and the perpet-
1ation of the Union. Your Democratic party is in no essential respect 

l~ Union party, and you know it. Why then should we incur the 
iazard of throwing the State administration of lo\.va into the hands of 
nen whose party platform, and whose affiliations show that they have 
ittle sy1npathy with the Union cause. 

My friends, the proudest day of my life was during my recent trip 
o Washington city. I called to see the Adjutant-General, Mr. Thomas, 
o ask a favor of him for the benefit of the Iowa volunteers. He bad 

~ >een in military service nearly all his life, and of course had all the 
1egard for volunteers "'·hich officers of the regular army generally en
ertain. This was before the battle of Wilson's Creek, or at least before 
ve had received news of the result. I asked of him an order to have 
he companies composing the First Regiruent of Iowa Volunteers paid 
di in the seYeral counties of their residence. They had not received 
,ny money due the1n from the United States since they left Iowa. I 
:ne,v the boys had had a hard campaign, and I ,vas anxious they should 
1ave the full comfort of their earnings at home. He told me that the 
irst thing I would know would be that our Iowa volunteers in Mis
ouri would leave Gen. Lyon in the lurch, as certain Pennsylvania 
.nd New York volunteers left McDowell at Manassas. I told him the 
owa boys would not do it, that they would do their duty, if not, that 
.ot a lady would kiss them on their return to this State [Laughter]. 
~be Adjutant-General declined to issue the order as I requested, and 
eferred me to his assistant. The latter issued it just as I wanted it. 
n the meantime the news of the battle of Wilson's Creek, and of the 
allant mauner in which the First Iowa. Regiment cond :cted them
elves after their term of enlistment had expired, reached Washington. 
then took occasion to walk over to the War Department, and every 

1an who sa,v me had to shake hands with me, and placing my bat at 
n angle of forty-five degrees, I stalked through the l>uilding as 
nough I owned it-and they let me [Tremendous Cheers]. I tell you· 
1yfriends that was a proud day for Iowa in Washington. It wa.s 
lory enough for any man there, to hail from this Sta1 e. And all of 
uis ,vas because our brave boys down at Wilson's Creek did their duty 
~pplause]. They gave us a name such as we never had before. Go 
'here you will through the length and breadth of the land, and yon 
ear nothing but praises of their noble conduct. I went to Philadel
hia fro1n Washington, and by mistake got into the Continental Hotel 
-the largest one there. At first nobody knew me, nobody paid any 
ttention to me, but ,vhen they heard I was from Io,va, I could have 
ad the ,vhole house to 1uyself if I had ,vanted it [Laughter and Cheers]. 
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Now, my friends, I have but little more to say. The eastern counties 
of this State bad an advantage in raising men under the first call for 
volunteers. The men composing the First I owa Regiment were all 
from the ea.stern pa.rt of the State, and one company from the town 
in which I live was among them. The Iowa City company went into 
the battle of Wilson's Creek with sixty-four men, and sixteen of the 
number came out bearing marks of the conflict upon them. I ba-ve 
talked with members of that regiment, and have heard their recital of 
the hardships, sufferings and perils they endured, and I ,vish the men 

• assembled in the late Democratic convention in your city, who refused, 
as I am informed, to pass certain resolutions appro,ing the conduct of 
those brave men, could hear what I have heard, if they could hear it 
they would hide their heads in shame. 

VOICE-They did pass the resolutions afterward, Governor. 
Gov. KIRKWOOD-I am sorry they had to think twice and then wait 

more than a month before they could adopt them [Applause]. I ha,·e 
not seen a report of the proceedings of that convention, but was in
formed that such was its action. 

Now, so far as I am concerned, it is a matter of very little conse· 
quence whether I shall be re-elected to the office of Governor or not 
l)on't give a thought to me personally. I \Vas not anxious that my 
name should go before the Republican convention. I \Yish I could 
have declined without dishonor. But my friends have placed me iu 
nomination, and I am prepared to abide the result. This Government 
must be sustained, and the question is how is it best to be done? Let 
no personal considerations stand bet,veen you and the discharge of 
your duty. Keep fixed in your n1ind this idea that the value of our 
National Government is above all computation; that the Stars and 

, Stripes must be sustained; and that if, in your judgment, my election 
as your State executive ,vould not contribute something to these re
sults, no man would be better satisfied with your judgment than my
sel f, although politically I never should be heard of again [Loud Ap· 
plause)" 

• 



CHAPTER IX. 
'roclamation- More Troops Called For-Makes a Speech at Davenport 

-Letter to W. C. Sipple-.Appoints Col. H. C. Nutt One of His .Aids
Bad State of .Alf airs on the Missouri Border-Troops Raised for State 
Service-Col. Moreledge-Be Enters Jl,fissouri with His Regiment
Col. G. M. Dodge sent to the Border with the Fourth Iowa-Col. John 

• E<lwarcls on the Border-Be Reports to the Governor-Governor .AJJ
points Judge Bubbarcl One of His .Aids-Instructions to Him- Writes 
Col's Bussey, Baldwin, Edwards and Hubbard-Indian Massacre in 
Minnesota-Gov. K. Telegraphs Sec'y Stanton- Wants TrooJJS and 
.Arms-Commission to Col. S. R. Ingham-Posts Established-Com
panies Raised-Stockades and Block Houses Built. 

On the 10th of September, the Governor issued the fol-
• owing 

PROCLAMATION. 

FELLOW CITIZENS OF IowA: -More soldiers are required for the 
rar. 1 therefore appeal to your patriotism to complete at once the 
uota demanded of our State. Six regiments of infantry and two of 
a ,·alry, composed of your friends, your neighbors and your relatives, 
re now in the field. Three more regiments of infantry and one of 
avalry, composed of the same precious materials, are now in camp 
early organized, and eager to join their brothers in arms who have 
receded them, and still four more regiments are required. Will you 
ermit these patriots who have gone forth animated ,vith the spiri~ of 
'.leir cause, to remain unsupported. and to fight alone the battles that 
re imminent? Remember that they will not fight for themselves 
lone; it is your cause as ,vell as theirs in which they are engaged. It 
; the cause of the Government, of home, of country, of freedom, of 
umanity, of God himself. It is in this righteous cause that I call upon 
le manhood and patriotism of the State for a cordial and hearty re
oonse . 
• 

The gallant acbie'\"ements of our noble I o\va F irst, have bestoweq. 
pon our State an imperishable renO\\'D. Whereyer fortitude is ap
rociated, and valor recognized as the attributes of a brave and great
earted people, the Iowa volunteer is greeled ,vith pride and applause. 
hall it be said th:it you were uu worthy the great deeds w .. ich ,vere 
one in your behalf by that r egiment of heroes, that you were lagga11d 
l the noble ,vork which they so well begun? Shall tbe fair fame of 
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the State ,vhich they have raised to the highest point of greal11ess, lose 
its luster through your backwardness to the call of your country, made 
in the holiest cause that has ever engaged the efforts of .a. people? 
With you rests the r esponsibility. tlen alone are wanted. .Arms, 
equipments, liberal pay, the applause and gratitude of a. Nation a,v:\it 
the ,olunteers. I cannot believe you will prove insufficient for the 
occasion when you know your country 1s need. Two regiments of 
those yet needed; are required for the defense of our own border:
against ibe incursion of predatory tribes of Indians. While our loyal 
armies ha,e been engaged with civilized traitors in a deadly struggle 
for the supremacy of the Government, the maintenance of the Consti
tution, the enforcement of the laws, and the protection of innoceul 
and defenseless citizens, our o,vn borders ha.Ye becorne exposed to tlle 
ravages of saYages. Some of the lawless tribes are now in league ,vith 
the leaders of the rebellion in Arkansas and Missouri. Others ha,e 
been incited by them to seize this opportunity to prey upon the dt'
fenseless inhabitants of our Slate. Some of our sparsely settled 
counties imperati-vely demand protection, and they must have it. 

Four regiments in addition to those now organizing are needed. 
They must be had speedily. I hope for the good name of our State 
they will be furnished without resort to any other mode than that here
tofore so successfully adopled. Let those who cannot volunteer lend 
encouragement ancl assistance to those " ' ho can. Let everyone feel 
that there is no more important work to be done until these regiments 
are filled. 

SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

On the evening of the second of October at Davenport, 
the Governor made the second one of the only two speeches 
made by him in the canvass, and though not reported it wa~ 
probnbly in some respects a repetition of the one made at 

Des Moines. One of the editors of the .Davenport Gazctte 
who heard it, and who was afterwards one of his st:1.ff offi 
cers, in writing of it the next <la)' , concluded his article with. 
"One thing we may say and ,vith conti<lence, it is unanswera
ble. Altogether the mectinO' was a triumph for the GoY-
. e 
ernor and his policy, which the audience frequently demon-
strated by long continued and enthusiastic applause." 

N. B. Baker, the Governor\; able Adjutant General, whL' 
had been nominated for and declined the office of Governor 
on the Union ticket, followed in defense of the Governor. 
exposing some of the meanncs:::o resorted to hy some to defeat 
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him, expressing his indignation and contempt of them and their 
actions. Hiram Price and Ben Rector, of the Second Cav
:dry, followed in eloquent and powerful arguments in favor 

~ of the Repnblicnn State ticket. 
So onerous were the duties devolving upon the Governor, 

:tnd so threatening were the disturbances on our southern 
border by r~bel guerrillas and bushwhackers, and on the 
uorthwest from the raiJs of hostile Indians, that in addition 

r to the appointment of Hon. Caleb Bald,vin of Council Bluffs, · 
Col. John Edwards of Chariton, and A. W. Hubbard of Sioux 
City, were clothed by him with all the authority vested in 
himself, to do all that was necessary in their respective 
localities for the preservation of peace and the protection of 
the lives and property of the citizens of the State. 

Fremont was the county in which most trouble was had 
with Missouri rebels and home traitors. W. C. Sipple, the 
president of the Board of Supervisors of this county, was 
--npposed to he in sympathy with the rebels across the line, 
·ind traitors at home, and was desirous of getting control of 
the troops raised in his county for home protection, or hav_ 
ing that control in the hands of some one allied with him in 
Ii is treasonable purposes. A communication was sent from 
I he Board of Supervisors, over which he presided, charging 
all wrongs done and outrages cornmitted there to the ''Jay
hawkers," a nickname given to ardent Union men. 

In reply the Governor writes: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE. low A, I 
January 18, 1862. f 

W. 0. Sipple, Esq., President Board of Supervisors, 
Siclney, Fre112ont Oounly, Iowa: 

Sm:-I have just received a co1nmunication from the Board over 
which you preside, touching the present unfortunate state of affairs iu 
your county. I have already sent to your county u1y aid, Lie11t.-Col. 
H. C. Nutt, to investigate the situation of affairs and to take such ste1 s 
as may be necessary to preserve the public peace. The condition of 
affairs on the southern border of your county is very unfortunate, anrl 
I intend to use all the means in my power to afford protection to ou1· 
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citizens. It has been suggested to me that the public peace has been 
jeopardized by these facts: 

1st-That rebels and sympathizers from Missouri, who have mad<' 
thernselves peculiarly obnoxious to Union men there, by their out· 
r 1(.{eous conduct, have fled to this State and are DO\V in your county 
"ith their property to a.void vengeance from those whom they for
ru~rly outraged. 

2nd-That the same class of persons in l\lissouri, "'ho cannot leave 
a re sending their property into your county for protection from con· 
li::.cation. 

3rd-That these men have sympathizers in your county \vho harbor. 
these men aud conceal their property. 

4th-That the Union men in Missouri who have suffered from the 
outrages of these persons are thus teniptecl to invade our State for the 
purpose of punishing them. I ha.Ye instructed Col. Nutt to investi• 
({ttte these alleged facts and report to me fully thereon. Should I find 
1 he allegations to be correct, 1 shall take n1easures to relieve your 
1•eople fro1n this difficulty. \Yhilst I intend to protect our people 
from outrage and invasion, I also intend that our State shall not I e 
exposed to danger of both by becoming an asylum for rebels and 
t beir property. I trust I shall have your assistance in effecting this 
object, and that yo·1 will impress upon your citizens the impolicy of 
c , posing themselves to the dangers they bring upon themselves and 
1 lleir neighbors, by harboring either rebels or their p1·operty. 

The communication stated that Fred Rector, Esq., late acting 
County Judge of your county, had been authorized to organize the 
n1ilitia of your county, and "that \Yhen he had succeeded in organiz· 
ing a sufficient force to protect the county he was, without 11ny reason. 
deprived of his authority." 

This is a grave error. The reason that Judge Rector 'i authority 
was annulled \,·as, that I was credibly informed that his loyalty to our 
government was d oubtedi that he was alleged to be of a class son1e· 
\Vhat numerous in your county, ,vhose sympathies are much stronszer 
for rebels than Union men. No man whose p osition is not above su1-
pic1on on this point can receiYe any authority from me, if I know hi~ 
position, or can retain it a moment longer than the kno,Yledge reacbe<e: 
1110, if I have the power to annull it. Col. Hedges of your county hn=--
1,een authorized to organize your militia, and I do not see any good 
reason why bis authority shonld bo revoked and given to Judge Hodges 

Col. Hedges is represented to me a8 an efficient 1uau, aucl his loynlt~ 
is undoubted. The State arms DO\V in your county are in the hands of 
good and loyal men, and I do not see the necessity of placing theu1 
t>lsewhere. If there should be any further disturba nce of the peace of 
your county, tbe men \vbo now have the arms can use them as well a-
others. 



'I'HE LIFE AND TIJ\iES OF SAJ\fUEL J. KIRK,VOOD. 165 

Col. Nutt will, on request, exhibit his instructions. Any aid you 
can render him will no doubt be thankfully received. 

Very respectfully, SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

In localities along the southern border where Union ~en 
in Missouri were in the minority, they were often driven 
from their homes and they took refuge in Iowa to save th_em
selves from persecution and destruction at the hands of the 
rebels, but in retaliation, in communities where Union men 

' were the strongest, a portion calling themselves or being 
called by others ''J ayhawkers," retaliated on the rebels when 
the latter for their own i:;afety betook themselves and took 
with them their live stock and other property to secure places 
in Io"'a, where they were shielded from harm by their Cop
perhead sympathizers an<l friends. This state of affairs was 
producing a civil \·rar vYithin our own limits. To meet these 
difficulties a 1nilitury district was formed, to be known as the 
''Western Divi~ion of Iowa Volunteer Militia," and State 
troops were raised for service in this territory, and if neces
sary when culled there for service in the adjoining part of 
Missouri. The Governor never sent these troops across the 
border., but pern1itted them to go when called there, saying 
he would protect them in all they did while in Iowa, but 
they must do that for themselves when they got across the 
line, as he had no authority to send them there. John R. 
Moreledge raised a regiment for service here, and on the fifth 
of that month, at the hour of midnight, he was called upon 
by the Union men of Nodaway county, Missouri, to 
come to their rescue, as the rebels were about to overpower 
them and drive them from their homes. This call was re
-..pondcd to, and 250 men marched at daylight the next 
1norning tbjrty-thrce miles, remaininA three days and taking 
~ixty prisoners, when Col. Tuttle '\\1 it h a portion of the sec
ond Iowa, a regiment raised for United States service in the 
south, arrived upon the ground, when Col. l\!Ioreledge with 
his command returned home. 

• 
• 
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Two more expeditions were made into Missouri by Col. 
Morelcdge·s regiment, one on the 10th of July, and tht> 
other on the 28th of August. On these expeditions they 
were joined by Col. Cranor of the J.\,lissouri n1ilitia, with his 
regiment~ going at one time as far as St. Joseph, accumula
ting troops on their way till they numbered 3,000. The~ 
drove the rebels, far outnumbering them, through the town. 
"\\1here the latter had robbed the Union men and Union stores 
of such things as they wanted to the a1nount of $40,000. 

Col. G. M. Dodge, who was in command of the Fourth 
Iowa at Council Bluffs, under instructions from Judge Bald
win, broke can1p on the 23d of July and went down to assist 
in quelling the disturbances on the border. As a comprc1

-

mise had been entered into by the Unionists and Secessionist~ 
to suspend hostilities, he returned after going forty miles east 
of Clarinda and within thirteen miles of the Missouri line. 

On his return, among other things, he reports: 

•'There is no doubt but that great excitement exists on both sides oi 
the line. My scout ,vhich l sent out canvassed pretty thoroughly all 
the counties in northwest Missouri, and found that the rebels of that 
section were fearing an invasion from lovva equally as much as the 
people of southern Iowa were from Missouri. * * * Gentry and 
N0daway counties are now nearly vacated, crops are neglected and 
farms for miles deserted." 

Col. John Edwar<ls, reporting on the 28th of July, says: 

" At least 1,500 citizens of Iowa left their harvest fields and families 
and rushed into Missouri to the relief of the Union men. These citi· 
zens were armed in every conceivable way, ,vithout officers, system or 
drill. Had the rebels displayed sufficient nerve and skill they might 
have killed or captured them all; or had a general engagement taken 
place, our citizens, without officers, system or drill, might haY1

· 

slaughtered each other. The loyal men of 1\-'Iissouri subsisted our peo· 
ple without charge, and did all they could to make them comfortabll' 
.,_-h ile they ,vere there, often spending their last dollar for that pur
pose. On account of the excitement and constant. alarm along the 
borde1·, our citizens lost much valuable time by constantly hurrying to 
arms; therefore a vast amount of grain was lost in the fields uo· 

hary ested. '' 

• 
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In the fall of 1862 four battallions were raised for the 
defense of the Southern border, to be known as tho "South
ern Border Brigade." T\vo of these battallions had two 

~ companies each, and the other two three each. The disturb
ances in Fremont county continuing an<l increasing, collisions 
between parties of Union men and Secessionists, often with 
fatal results, and calls from leading citizens for relief being 
urgent, in January, 1862, Lieut.-Col. H. C. Nutt was com
missioned by the Governor to go into that county and learn 
all the facts in the case, which he <lid. The Lieutenant
Colonel, after reciting all the facts in the case as learned by 
him, . concludes ,vith: 

"I think immediate danger of trouble has passed, but I still think 
there should be some Federal troops sent there, more to arrest Seces
sionists and Secession property, that have made Io,va an asylum, than 
to protect us from invasion i but the officer placed in command should 
be number one in every respect. A few arrests of men and property 
,vould not only end their frequent occurrence, but forever end the 
difficulty." 

The history of our country does not record an instance in 
which the Governor of a State had so much labor imposed 
upon him at one time, and so little to do it with, as was 
saddled upon Governor Kirkwood during the first two years 
of the Civil War, and he had to call to his assistance all the 
help within his reach. Writing to Senator Grimes to have 
him do some business for the State with the War Depart-
1nent, not in the line of a Senator's duty, he writes: 

•• I know I am boring you, but I have been bored so much myself l 
have no bowels of compassion for any one else.', 

He had upon his hands all at one time the burden of tliree 
wars: One with the Missouri Secessionists and Iowa Cop
perheads on the southern border; one with the murderous, 
copper-skinned Indians in the north west, and the third rais
ing and sending forward the State's quot!l of troops for the ,,rar of the Rebellion; and all of these required prompt, 
decisive, persevering, intelligent action, performed with 
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sleepless energy and activity. It required more labor than 
one man, though he might be a calm, clear-sighted, able, 
energetic statesman, full of executive ability could accom• 
plish without the best of help. 

To meet, in part, this difficulty in the northwest, on the 
12th of June the Governor writes Hon. A. W. Hubbard, of 
Sioux City: 

"From information received from yourself and others, there is 
reasonable ground to apprehend difficulties in your Judicial District 

"The great distance from the exposed points to my residence, and 
the consequent delay in communicating with me, together with the 
probable necessity for prompt act.ion, renders it, in my judgment, 
desirable that I give a large discretionary povrer to some person, resi• 
dent iu the exposed region, to act for me in case of emergenry, and 
your well-known character for prudence, firmness, intelligence and 
integrity have indicated you as the proper person. I earnestly hope 
you may feel at liberty to accept the position for which this letter will 
be your authority. 

' 'If, upon careful examination of the facts, you deem it advisable so 
to do, you can place in quarters for discipline and drill such numbers 
of men in your city as, in your judgment, may be best and for such 
time as you may think proper. 

" I would suggest on this point that tbe regular drill of the soldiers 
may not be essential to the effective service of men engaged in seout• 
i ng and Indian fighting further than is necessary to ensure a prompt 
obedience to orders. 

"You ,vill, ,vhen in yonr judgment necessary for the protection of 
your people, order the 111en, or such part of them as you deem neces· 
sary, to p ursue and capture any hostile bands of Indians, or to do such 
other service as your judgment may satisfy you is necessary for the 
safety of your people. 

"In short, I clothe you with all my po,ver in this particular, agree
ing to adopt as my own such action as you may take in the premises 
Permit me to suggest the exercise of both caution and firmness. Un· 
der excitement you may be urged to adopt measures that cool reflec· 
I ion will sho,v to be unnecessary; but be careful not to fail in doing 
whatever may be necessary, in your best judgment, for your defense. 
In a word, I rely upon your calm, cool, deliberate judgment, and 
,vill abide by the exercise of it. 

'' I v.rrite this because the money and means at my command are 
quite limited, and I desire to avoid the slightest unnecessary expense. 
while doing promptly and fully all the public interest may demand. 
You may feel some delicacy in assun1ing ~his responsibility, fearing 
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that in some particulars your action may not meet my approval. On 
that head, I have this to say: Although it is quite possible that w ere I 
on the ground, your judgment and mine might differ as to the proper 
action on some particular question, as the minds of men seeking the 

) same result will frequently differ as to the means of obtaining it, yet 
I am prepared to adopt and stand by whatever you may do.,. 

On the following day he wrote as follows: 
•1'he Commissioners have determined that but $400,000 of State 

bonds shall be issued. This, I am sorry to say, is $100,000 less than I 
deem absolutely necessary, and places me in a very embarrassing situ-

► ation. '.fherefore, you will not contract any indebtedness on the part 
of the State, or incur any expense, unless, in your judgment, the same 
shall be absolutely and imperiously required for the protection of the 
lives and the property of your people, and for that you will have to 
await a further sale of bonds." 

The organization of squads and minute men for home 
protection was commenced early in May along the whole 
western and north western border, and it was kept up till well 
towards the close of the following autumn, and resulted in 
the establishment of a line of military posts extending from 
Sioux City to Spirit Lake. 

On the 1st of August the Governor writes to Cols. Bus
sey, Edwar.ds, Baldwin and Hubbard, who were his aids, and 
who had duties to perform in defense of the southern and 
western borders: 

" I am compelled to be absent some two weeks at Washington City, 
looking after the clothing and equipments of the new regiments 
raised, and being raised, in this State for the United States Servicei 
and also to procure, if possible, a further supply of arms for the use of 
the State. ln the meantime, you must exercise your discretion as to 
the means necessary for the safety of the frontier under your care. 
The first object-and one that must be attained at all hazards and at 
any sacrifice-is to secure the lives and property of our people. You 
haYe my full authority to adopt such measures as you may deem 
essential to this end. 

"Report proruptly to the Adjutant-General whatever you may find 
it necessary to do. If I succeed in procuring arms, I hope to place 
the border in a more efficient state of defense ." 

The Indians under Inkpaduta had never been punished 
for the massacre they committed on the defenseless inhabi-

• 
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tants in the vicinity of Spirit Lake, in the spring of 1857, 
and they and other Indians were in the habit of stealing 
horses, killing the cattle of the settlers, and committing other 
outrages; growing more and more boJd and daring in their 
inroads, so much so that on the 15th of June, 1861, a band 
of eight or ten were in the Little Sioux Valley stealing hotses 
and within three miles of Sioux City; Thomas Roberts and 
Henry Cordua, a couple of members of the Frontier Guards, 
were murdered by them while plowing potatoes in the field. 

So great was the excitement that a company of minute 
men from Mills county marched to the scene of difficulty, 
but as the Inuians were not in force and ha<l fled thev • 

returned home. 
In the month of September Col. Hubbard got authority 

from the War Department to raise a company of cavalry for 
frontier defense, and they were mustered into service for that 
purpose about the middle of November. 

The people along our western and northern border seemed 
to h~ve a presentiment that in the bosom of the near future 
,vas hidden an immense bomb, labeled "Indian Depreda
tions," that would soon burst upon them, and as already 20,000 
of the flower of our sturdy yeomanry had been enlisted and 

\ sent from among us to fight rebels in the south, "'e were not 
in a good condition to meet the explosion of such a bomb. 
The little preparation we had made for the defense of our 
frontiet, known as it was to the Indians, undoubtedly pre
vented its descent in our midst, and our sister State upon the 
north became the doomed object. 

About the middle of August, 1862, the work of devast:l· 
tion and destruction in Minnesota began, and within a fe,v 
weeks over 1,000 men, women and children were massacred, 
and 5,000 were driven from their homes. Houses were pillage<l 
and burned, stock driven off and killed, fields devastated, 
and women and children to the number of 250 captured and 
carried into captivity. 



TUE LIFE AND Tl-'lES OI,' SA-'IUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 171 

Of the Indians and half breeds engaged in this massacre 
4~5 were after\vards arrested and tried for their crimes by 
court martial; 321 were found guilty and 303 conden1ned to 

l death. rfbe President ordered thirty-nine of these .to be 

j 

hung and the reu1ain<ler remanded to prison. Some of then1 
\\'.Cl'~ kept in jail at Davenport for some time, but the¥ wei'.e r 
fiQ.~l~y _released and turned loose on the west side of the M.is- // 
sour1 river. . 

It is supposed by some that the Indian outrages com;Pit
ted in succeeding years were instigated by these Ipdians 
thus turned loose, in revenge for their punishment. 

Mr. C. E. Flandrau, in writing of this Indian \far says: 

•In the numbers of Indians engaged. together ,vith their superior 
fighting qualities, their ar1nan1ent, and the country occupied by them, 
it ranks among the most important of the Indian wars fought since the 
settlement of the country on the_fo;tlantic coast, but when viewed in 
the numbers of settlers and others massacred, the amount of property 
destroyed, and the horrible atrocities committed by the savages, it far 
surpasses them all." 

The citizens of Iowa escaped all this, in consequence of 
the vigilance, the alertness and pursuit by our Frontier 
Rangers of the small bands of roving Indians that were com• 
mitting these depredations on our border the year before, for 
at that time they learned that we were prepared to, and 
would give them a warm reception if they attacked us. 

Five hun<lred Iowa cavalry were afterward sent into 
Minnesota from Iowa to pursue and help subdue these 
Indians. 

As early as March, 1860, so fearful of Indian raids were 
the settlers in the northwestern part of the State, that a law 
was passed at that time providing for the enrollment of a 
company of minute men to act as a military police force to 
watch the Indians along the border. 

As soon as news was received of the descent of the 
Ipdians upon the peaceful citizens of Minnesota, and the ex
tent of their depredations, a fear that amounted to an alarm• 
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ing consternation, seized the whole people of the northwest 
part of Iowa, lest they shoul<l be subject to a like catastl'o
phe from the same source. 

To learn the true state of affairs with reference to the 
Indians, Geo. L. Davenport was sent by the Governor iDto 
Minnesota, and he had a conference with Gov. Ram!ey of 
that State, who furnished him with all the facts in his pos
session, which corroborated all that had been reported as to 
the massacre of the population, the capture and carrying into 
captivity the women and children, and the plunder and pil
lage done by the Indians. 

Gov. Ramsey stated that he would soon have 4,000 
troops. 1,000 of which would be cavalry for the protection 
of the Minnesota frontier, and that for 200 miles on a line 
extending north from Spirit Lake, in Iowa, he would erect 
stockade forts which would be garrisoned with fifty men 
each, and they would serve as a refuge for the citizens in 
case of an attack. 

This was reported to Gov. Kirkwood on the 17th of 
September, and Mr. Davenport adds: 

"lam much alarmed in regard to the safety of the settlements on 
the northwestern border of our State. I think they are in imminent 
danger of an attack at any moment, and will be in constant alarm and 
danger during the coming winter, as the Indians are driven back from 
the different parts of Minnesota towards the Missouri slope, and will 
make inroads upon our settlements for supplies of food and plunder. 

"They are much exposed to attacks from the Sioux passing from 
the l\1issouri river to Minnesota. Among the Chippewa tribe great 
dissatisfaction exists." 

On the 8th of September the following telegram was 
sent: 

Hon. Edward M. Stanton, Secrelary of War, Washington Oity:-I 
ha.ve reliable information that the Yankton Indians are on our westeru 
border north of the Missouri river; that they bul"e joined ,vith the hos· 
tile Indians in Minnesota and threaten our whole nortb,vestern fron
tier. The settlers are flying by hundreds. I have ordered out five 
hundred mounted men. We lack arms and equipments and must have 
them. I beg you will order Gen. Harney to Sioux City immediately 
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to take command and put down this outbreak. There is a regiment of 
infantry at thi& point armed and equipped for United States service 
except tents. They bad better be sent to the border to operate there 
under Harney, but they must have tents. The danger is imminent and 

•nothing but pro1npt action can save a terrible outbreak. Gen. Harney 
is just the man \Ve need for the service. Another regiment of infantry 
is organizing at Council Bluffs. If this regiment could be mounted 
and ordered at once it would be better than to send the infantry. 
Something must be done. 

SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

At the extra session of the General Assembly on the 9th 
of September a law was passe<l providing for the raising "at 
the earliest possible moment," a force of five hundred 
mounted men, and ::;uch other force as may be necessary for 
the protection of the north western frontier, and this was to 
be done by the Governor or some one authorized by him. 

At the first alarm after the Minnesota massacre before 
this law was pa8sed, this commission was issued: 

6 . R . Ingham Esq. 
AUGUST 29, 1862. 

S1R:-I am informed there is probable danger of an attack of hostile 
[ndians on the inhabitants of the north,vestern portion of our State. 
Arms and powder will be sent you at Fort Dodge, lead and caps will 
oe sent ,vith you. I hand you an order on the Auditor of State for 
Jne thousand dollars. 

You will please proceed at once to Fort Dodge and to such other 
)laces there as you n1ay deem proper. Use the arms, -ammunition and 
.noney placed in your hands, in such manner as your judgment may 
lictate, so as best to promote the protection of the inhabitants of the 
'rontier. It would be well to communicate \Vith Capt. Millard com
nanding the company of mounted men raised for United States service 
Lt Sioux City. Place any men you may deem it advisable to raise, 
tnder his command. Use your discretion in all things, aud exercise 
Lny power I could exercise if I \Vere present, according to your best 
liscretion. Please report to me in writing. 

Very respectfully your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL J . KIRKWOOD. 

On the 10th day of Septem her, Mr. Ingham reported, 
tmong other things, that he had visited six counties along 
he border, where he found the inhabitants in a high state of 
:,xojtement and alarm; that he had raised a company of forty 

\ 
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men, and had distributed to then1 and to the settlers of the 
different counties, arms and an1munition for their defense. 

Having performed his duties here, he was about to start 
for Sioux City, when he learned that the Legislature had 
passed an act providing for frontier defense; when he got 
from the Governor, General Order No. I, containing seven 
specifications relating to the raising, organizing, etc., of the 
troops to be raised, and he also received this further 

COMMISSION. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, l 
DES MOINES, Sept. 13, 1862. \ 

S. R. Ingham Es<j. 
S1R:-You are in trusted with the organization of the forces provided 

by law for the defense of the northwestern frontier, and with furnish
ing them with subsistence and forage during and after their orgauiza
tion, also with the posting of the troops raised at such points as are 
best calculated to effect the object proposed, until the election of the 
officer who will command the entire force, and generally ,vitb the ex
ecution of the orders of this date in connection ,vith this force. 

It is impossible to foresee the coutingencies that may arise, render
ing necessary a change in these orders, or the prompt exercise of the 
po,vers not therein contained, and delay for the puroose of consulting 
me might result disastrously. In order to a'\'"oid these results as far as 
possible, I hereby confer upon you all the po,vers I myself have in this 
regard. You may change, alter, modify or add to the orders named, 
as in your sound discretion you n1ay deem best. You may make such 
other and further orders as the exigencies of the · case may in your 
judgment render necessary. In short, you may do all things necessary 
for the protection of the frontier as fully as I could do if I were pres
ent and did the same. 
· The first object is the security of the frontier; the second that this 

object be effected as economically as is consistent with its prompt and 
' certain attainment. 

All officers and citizens are enjoined to co-operate with you and 
yield to you the same assistance and obedience they would to me, and 
J hereby ratify· and confirm all you way do in the premises. 

Aud you are fully authorized to employ any person or persons ,vhon1 
in' your judgment you may deem necessary to assist you in the execn
t~ou of your commission. 

• Very respectfully your obedient ser~ant, _ 
. SAMU}jL J . . KlRJ{WOOD. 

• l 
( 
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Under this commission five companies of fifty men each 
were raised, known as the Northern Border Brigade, and 
they chose as their commander Lieutenant-Colonel Sawyers, 

~•and they were stationed at the fotlowin~ places: Chain 
Lakes, Estherville, Acheycdan, Peterson, Cherokee, Ida, Sac 
Cit.)', Correctionville, West Fork, Little Sioux and Melbourn, 
thus forming, in conjunction with portions of Captain Mil
lard's company at Sioux City and Spirit Lake, a complete 

. line of posts along the whole northwestern frontier. 
On the 15th of December, Lieut.-Col. Sa\1\·yers reports 

that at each of the following places: Iowa Lake, Estherville, 
Peterson, Cherokee and Correctionville, there had been built, 
or were in forward progress of erection, a stockade, a block· 
house, and stables for horses, and at most places forage for 
the horses for winter had been cut and stacked. So complete 
were the preparations for defense that no attack was made, 
and the following spring the United States sent out a force 
that drove the hostile Indians into the Yellowstone countr)' 
beyond Dacotah, and they have not troubled the people of 
Iowa since. 

.I. 
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CHAPTER X, 

Thanksgiving Proclamation-Letter to the President-Wants Iowa Brig
adiers-Col's Dodge, Perczel, Crocker and Elliott Recommended
Letter to Senator Grimes-Writes to an Impudent Surgeon-Letter 
to Col. Shaw-Soldiers Must be Treated Like Gentlemen-Good Words 
and Grass not the Things to Pelt Rebels With-Letters to Col. Worth• 
ington-To Governor of Maine-Annual Message-Inaugural. 

PROCLAMATION, 

Another year has gone, and we are brought to that period when. 
following the example of our Puritan fathers, we are accustomed to 
offer our public thanksgiving to the author of all good for His merciflll 
providence toward us. Wonderful changes have occurred during the 
past year. and adversities see1u to have overtaken us as a country and 
as a peoplo, yet ,vo have manifold blessings for which to be thankful. 
For the bounteous harvest of the field; for the general good health of 
the past year; for the peaceful relations ,ve occupy with the nations 
abroadi for the aroused patriotic spirit of the people, ,vbich pron1ises 
in due time to restore peace at home, a,nd triumphantly place our civil 
and religious institutions of freedom on a tirmer found ation than ever 
before; for these and many other blessings we have abundant cause 
for Christian gratitude. With civil ,var raging in our midst , the ban· 
ner of rebellion along all our southern border, ho1-1tilearmies ma,rcbing 
to the conflict, and wails of mourning already swelling from thousands 
of stricken hearts and households, that ,ve can still recognize manifold 
causes of gratitude and ackno,vledge His kindly providence and con· 
fidently place our trust in His hand to control this storm for thenatiou's 
goorl, may entitle us to the rene,ved favor of Him who doethall things 
wi:111. 

To this end I , Samuel J. Kirk,vood, Governor of the State of Iowa, 
do hereby appoint Thursday, the 28th day of November, as a day of 
Lbanksgiving, and I earnestly reco1nmend the people of the State to 
a bstain on that day from their usual avocations and assemble in their 
respective places of ,vorship, to offer thanks, prayer and praise to Him 
in v.•hose mercy :Q.o,v more tha.n ever is our great trust. 

• 

SAMUEL J, KIRKWOOD, 
Governor of Iowa. 

J76 
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On the 4th of Decen1ber, 1861, but little more than seven 
month:; after the first call for troops was made, the Governor 
,vrote the President as follows: 

~ His Excellency the President:-The State of Iowa has no,v in the 
1eld and in camp, waiting arms and equipmentsf fourteen regiments 
)f infantry and four of cavalry, l I feel that I can justly say, and am 
)r oud to say, that ro far as they haYe been tried either on the battle
ield or in t he scarcely less arduous duties of ca111p life in Missouri, 
hey have shown themsel,-es to be at least equal to any other troops in 
he service. For some reason this State has not been very highly fa-

' rared in the distribution of Brigadier-Generalsh ips. Brig.-Gen. Cur-
is ,vas appointed during the summer, and ,vas the only li rigadier
.}ener al from this State, u ntil the quite recent appoint1neut of Brig.
Jen. McKean, and these t\VO are all yet appointed from this State. 
1Vere this a matter involving the mere proportion of officers, I think 
: " 'ould not be disposed to press it upon your attention. But it in
.rolves more. Our regiments are scattered among brigades heretofore 
n all cases commanded by BrigadiC'rs fron1 other States. and co111posed 
11ainly of troops from the State ,vhence the Brigadier in command 
·on1es. Under these circumstances, it is but natnral that our troops 
:hould fear their com1nanding officer would fe l• l partial to the troops 
·rom his o,vu State, and perhaps buL natural that officers should feel 
hat partiality. I have learned satisfactorily that the opinion prevails 
~xtensively among the troops fro1n this State>, that they have been un
airly dealt by in having had assigned to the111 the most laborious and 
he least desirable duty in l\lissouri, and that in the report of the battle 

>f Belmont, gross injustice has been done the1n, and I am sorry to be 
·orupelled to say, that in 1ny judgn1ent this opinion is not wholly ,vith
>Ht foundation. 'fhis see1n5 to 1ne to beau unfortanate state o t' affair s, 
Llld one that sh onld not be suffered to continue, if it can be readily 
,\·oi<led. I therefore very r espectfully propose that you appoint fro1n 
his State a number of Brigadier-Generals, snflicient to take command 
,four troops, and that our troops be brigaded and placed under the 
!Ommand of these officers. 

It seems to me that a spiri t of State pride ,vilJ in this ,vay be calle<l 
nto nction that ,vill tell ,veil in the service, and at, the san1e tinie all 
ause of complaint ,~·ill be removed. I take great pleasure in suLmit
ing to your consideration for the positions incliC"ated, Col. G. M . 
)odge of t,he Fourth l o\-va I nfantr y, Col. Nicholas Pcrl'zel of the Tenth 
o,va Infantry, Col. M. M. Crocker of the Thirteenth Jo,.,va Infantry, 
nd Col. W. L. Elliott of the Second I o,va Ca\ a:ry, fro1n a1nong ,vhoui 
hope you will be able to select the number to which our 8tate will 

,e entitled, in case our troops shall be brigaded noel placecl under our 
1 \-vn officers. 
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Trusting this matter ruay receive your early and favorable atten
tion , I have the honor to be 

Very respectfully your obedient servant 
SA~1UEL J . . KIRKWOOD . 

• 

After waiting nearly two months, on the 10th of Febru
ary he writes to Senator Grimes in Washington: 

"I do not get any reply to my letters to the President in regard to 
brigading our Io,va regiments and the appointment of additional 
Brigadiers from this State. I am fully satisfied that this is necessary , 
that our soldiers may have fair play; and I intend to persist in it till I 
know the thing is done or can't be done. We must look at things as 
they are. Brigadier-Generals, if not religious men, are yet generally 
believers in a hereafter to this extent-they think they may hereafter 
\Vant votes. 1\o,v suppose oue of our regiments in a brigade, the bal · 
ance of which are from Illinois under an Illinois Brigadier. He kuo,vs 
our men can n ot vote for or against him when the war is over, and 
that the Illinois men can, and ,ve may presume the human nature that 
exists inside, as ,veil as outside the arruy and among Brigadiers, as 
well as others, ,vill lead thetn to favor those ,vho may hereafter benefit 
them at the expense of those who can't. And such I am advised is the 
fact. Our regiments under such circumstances are made the drudges 
of the brigade, are not prope'rly looked after and cared for, and the 
credit of what they do is given to others, as at Belmont . 

"It may be, the President thinks we have not fit, men in Io~va. I 
wish we had better men than we have, but I feel sure Perczel, Dodge 
and Crocker are better, much better, than men from States who have 
Brigadiers' commissions no,v. * * * It seems to me there might be 
room made for three lo,va men, and l ,vill guarantee that neither of 
the men named will be\icye that. his first duty ,vill be to preserve 
slavery. 

'' There is a man named Brodie, a brigade surgeon, appointed from 
Detroit, of whom I am continually hearing bad accounts of his 
brutality and ioten1perance. Can 1t you cut his bead off?" 

The Governor had written this surgeon in regard to the 
neglect of onr sick soldiers and got a very impudent answer, 
in ,vbich the statement was made that "it 1vas not the duty 
of a brigade surgeon to comb the hair of the sick soldiers." 

A long reply was sent intin1ating that it was his duty to 
see that it was done, and giving him snch a scoring as could 
only con1e fron1 the Governor'::; trenchant an<l indignant pen, 
closing ,,rith these expressive senteuces: 
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"I speak and feel warmly on this subject. It worries me to know 
our braYe boys are suffering as they have done and do, and, God ,vill
ing, I will try and see to it that they are better taken care of, or know 
the reason why.'' 

~ 
At all times, in all places and on all suitable occasions 

during the progress of the War of the Rebellion, Governor 
Kirk:wood acted on the principle, and recognized the fact, 
that it ,vas the muskets and bayonets of the rank and file, 
and not the swords of the officers of the line and field, that 

'thinned the ranks of the rebel hosts; and all his efforts were 
directe<l towards making those who carried those muskets 
most efficient soldiers. The brigading of them under their 
own Iowa leaders was recommended by him, not to gratify 
the ambition of aspiring Colonels, but to increase the effective 
force of the rank and file. He wanted the privates to be 
well treated and well cared for. 

On the 14th of January, 1862, he writes Col. Shaw of 
the Fourteenth Regiment: 

'' I am well assured you are doing all in your power to promote the 
comfort of your men. Allow me to suggest one thing that. possi
bly, may be of service. Hold your company officers to a strict ac
countability for the perfect cleanliness of their company quarters, and 
of the clothes of their men, and for the cleanliness and good cooking 
of the food for the companies. It seems to me the company officers 
should see to these matters and shonld be held accountable if they are 
neglected.' ' 

At a later date, writing to Col. Worthington of the Fifth 
Regiment, he says: 

, 

·• Permit me to make the following suggestions: 
"First-The treatment given to privates in the Regular Service will 

not do for the volunteers. Every company of volunteers contains 
many men equal in every respect to their officers, except in military 
oosition. These men, while al,vays ready to yield obedience to mili -
ary orders, and to submit to the restraints of proper discipline, are 
, et gentlemen, and expect to be treated as such. In the Regular Ar1ny 
.he distinctions bet\\1 een the officers and privates are as marked as l,e
ween castes in India. All attempts to introduce such distinction in 
>ur volunteer force must fail , and ,vill always produce mischief. 

"Second-They have not any very high regard for men of known 

• 
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Secession antecedents or sympathies. They do and will make a dis
tinction between men ,vho are loyal and men who are disloyal in the 
treatment both of persons and property; and I confess I participate in 
that feeling, so long as the persons and property of Uniop men are out
raged and plundered by rebel troops as they have been, and oo long as 
the principal occupation of Union troops continues to be the guarding 
and protection of the person~ and property of rebels as it has been, so 
long will there be dissatisfaction among our soldiers with this state of 
affairs. * * * It \vill be \\"ell to try a different and more stringent 
mode of treatment ''"°ith rebels and sympathizers. We have been pelt
ing them in the Secession apple-tree with good words and grass for a 
long time, and they won't come down. I think the time bas full.v come 

to use stones." 

On the 24th of March he writes to Senator Grimes at 

vV ashington: 
"How about our Brigadiers? You kno,.v I long ago recommended 

Dodge, Crocker and Perczel, and I yet think them among our best 
Colonels as you ,vill find, as they are tried. Dodge has been tried at 
Pea Ridge and bas turned out just as I expected. I think him one of 
the very best military men in our State. Has Lauman been appointed? 
He acted manfully at Belmont and deserves it. Tuttle's charge at 
Donelson is one of the most brilliant things of this or any other war. 
I have been on the ground he charged over, and I believe that none 
but Iowa troops could have done it. Vandever did nobly at Pea 
Ridge, so far as I have learned, and all our Colonels a.nd all our men 
will do the same when they get a chance. Can't ,ve get some more 
Brigadiers? '' 

Beneath the cold skies of l\tlaine, on the frozen shores of 
the Atlantic, the Governor vindicates the valor, honor and 
courage of Iowa soldiers by the follo\\·ing letter: 

'' EXECUTIVE OFFICE, Io,va, April 3, 1862. 

"Hon. Israel Washhurnt, Jr., Governor of Maine, .Augusta, Maine: 
· 'SIR-I have just received a certified copy of a resolution of the 

General Assembly of your State in refe1 ence to our victories in the 
West. Please accept my thanks for this compliment paid to our West
ern troops. 

••Permit 1ne, however, to state, iu my judgment, strict justice has 
not been done to the tr0ops from Iowa. The troops of Illinois are 
especially selected in the resolution for commendation for their gal· 
lant conduct nt Fort Donelson. 'foo much honor cannot be given to 
the Illinois 1uen for their gallantry the e, unless in this case it be done 
by preferring them to the troops of other ~Hates. The men of Illinois 

-
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did bravely and ,vell, and I shall never seek to plnck one leaf from the 
,vreath of honor they ther·e so nobly won; but it is not true, as is im
plied in the resolution, that they did more bravely or better than the 
n1en of Iowa. There was not any better fighting done by any of our 

l troops at Fort Donelson than at the right of their intrenchments. 
There the crest of a long and steep hill was crowned by well-built rifle 
pits, defended by three of the best regiments in the rebel service. To 
their left, some 1500 yards, was. a rebel battery that s,vept the face of 
the hill with a cross-fire. The face of the hill had been heavily tim
bered, but every standing thing had been cut down and thrown with 
the top down hill in such manner as to most effectually retard the ap
proach of an attacking force. Ai that point, through the fallen tim
ber, exposed to that cross-fire, in face of the three rebel regiments 
behind the rifle-pits, a regiment of ,v estern men, with fixed bayonets, 
with ~uns at the trail and without firing a shot, steadily and uus,verv
ingly, charged up the bill and over the intrenchments, and planted the 
first Union flag in that stronghold of treason. The men who did this 
were men of Iowa. The flag borne by them, and ihe first planted by 
Union men in Fort Donelson, now hangs over the chair of the Speaker 
of our House of Representatives, and will soon be deposited in our 
Historical Society as one of the most sacred treasures of the State. I 
cannot, therefore, by my silence acquiesce in the implied assertion of 
your General Assembly that any other troops did better service at the 
capture of Fort Donelson than the troops of Iowa. Three other Io,va 
regiments were engaged in the sa1ne fight, and although our gallant I 
Second, from the fact that they led the charge, deserved and received 
the greater honor, all did their duty nobly. Elsewhere than at Donel
son-at \\rilson's Creek-at Blue Mills- at Belmont and at Pea Ridge 
-our Iowa men ha Ye been t1 ied in the firey ordetd of battle and never 
found ,vanting. Their ,vell-earned fan1e is very dear to our people, 
and I trust you will rocognize the propriety of my permitting no suit
able occasion to pass of insisting upon justice being done them. 

'' I have sent a copy of this letter to his Excellency the Governor of 
Illinois. Very respectfully, 

''Your obedient servant, 

"SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD." 

The canvass of votes showed that Governor Kirkwood 
had a majority of 20,000 over W. H. Merritt, his leading 
Democratic competitor, an<l 15,000 over him and all others 
voted for. .. I 

On the 14th of J anuary the azrual message was deliv. 
ered, from which the following extracts are made. On the 

• 
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follo~ving day the inauguration took place an<l the inaugural 

address was delivered: 

GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. · 

Gentlemen of the Senate and Hou,se of Representatives : 
You have had conferred upon you, and you have accepted tbe duty 

of caring for, guarding and promoting the interesL of the State. This 
duty , at all times responsible, is at present much more than ordinarily 
so, for the reason that the nation of which ,ve are a part is engaged in 
civil ,var, most wantonly and wickedly thrust upon us by bad and 
designing men. I doubt not you will address yourselves to the dis
charge of this duty calmly and earnestly, seeking wiidom and streugth 
fro1n Him ,vho is King of J{.ings and L o1·d of Lords. 

The Constitution requires that I shall communicate to you the con· 
dition of the State, and recommend such matters as I may deem expe
dient, and I now proceed to the performance of that duty. 

REVENUE AND TAXATION. 

The expenditures of the last t\VO years for all State purposes have 
been about $300,000 for each ) ear. This includes both ordina1y and 
extraordinary expenditures-the amounts expended for the Insane 
Asylum, the Penitentiary, the Blind Asyh11n at Vinton. the printing of 
the Revised Statutes, and other extraordinary objects, as well as the 
amounts expended in carrying on the ordinary operations of the State 
government. The expenditure has not in any case been permitted to 
exceed the appropriation, and is u1aterially less both for the Peniten· 
tiary and Insaue Asylum, and has, in all cases that have come under 
my observation, been carefully and economically made. In my judg· 
ment, there is not another State in the Union in ,vhich the protection 
of government is extended to as large a population, so ,videly scat· 
tered, more economically than in our own. But while this is true, it 
is equally true that our finances are not in a healthy condition. The 
report of the Auditor of State discloses the some\vhat startling fact 
that of the State tax for 1860 and preceding years, there was, at the 
date of his report (the 4th day of November, 1861 ), delinquent and un
paid the large snm of about $400,000-a sum more than sufficient tt

1 

cover the entire expenses of our State government for one year. This 
large delinquency has occurred mainly ,vithin the last four years, and 
the same report sho·ws there ,vere, at the same d3,te, warrants drawu 
on the Treasury to the amount of $103,645, ,vhich were unpaid for 
want of funds, most of ,vhich were drawing interest at the rate of 
eight per cent. per annum. 
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From these facts the follo,ving conclusions are inevitable: 1st, that 
during the last four years there has been levied a State tax larger by 
about $300,000 than the necessities of the State required; 2nd, that this 
,vas rendered necessary by the fact that only a portion of our people 

~paid the tax due ~he State; 3rd, that the State has been compelled 
yearly to pa.y large su1ns by "'ay of interest on ,varrants which need 
not have been paid had the taxes been collected promptly and the 
Treasury kept supplied with funds to meet all demands upon it; 4th, 
that the State, being compelled to purchase its supplies ,vith ,varrants, 
has had to pay higher prices than if it had had the cash to pay; 5th, 
that the tax-paying portion of our people have thus been compelled to 

•pay not only their proper share of the public burthens, but also the 
share of those ,vho did not pay their taxes, increased by interest and 
high prices. These things should not be so. They reflect discredit not 
only on those of our citizens who seek to avoid their just share of those 
burdens "vhich are iruposed upon all for the beuetit of all, but also upon 
the la,vs ,vhich pern1it them to do so with impunity. I, therefore, very 
earnestly recommend to your attention a careful examination of our 
revenue laws for the purpose of ascertaining if they can be made more 
effective in enforcing the prompt payment of taxes. 

The leading features of a good revenue la.,v, in my judgment, are: 
1st, the imposition of such penalty for the non-payment of taxes '"'hen 
due as will make it unmistakably the interest of every tax payer to pay 
promptly; 2nd, the assurance to the purchaser of property at tax sale 
of a Yalid title at the expiration of a fixed time. There is, in my opin
ion, much misapprehension in the ruinds of many persoqs on this sub
ject. Some seem to think they receive no value for the money paid by 
them as taxes, and that they are, therefore, not culpable in avoiding 
payment if t.hey can. Others, whilst they admit there is some kind of 
doubtful obligation upon them to pay their taxes, if convenient, yet 
insist that any stringency in the laws to cotnpel payment would be un
just and oppressive, and that not greater penalty should be imposed 
for non-payment than the interest allowed by law between citizens. 
These are radical errors. E\"'ery citizen is protected by the State, in 
life, liberty and property, in all he has and in all he may acquire, and 
tn all his honest efforts for furthnr acquisition; an<l, in return, he' is 
,bouud as a good citizen to render obedience to the laws, to pay 
pro1uptly his share of the taxes necessary for the support of the gov-
3rnment, and, in time of war, if need be, to defend the government 
with his life. If he fails to perform either of these duties of a good 
:::itizen, he is liable to punishment, aod the a1nount added to his taxes 
·or failure of payment at the time fixed by law is not the interest due 
apon a debt, but a fine, or penalty, for the non-performance of a duty. 

- Nor can anyone justly complain of this. Why should any one of our 
people clairu that he should enjoy all the benefits of civil governn1ent 

' 
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and be exempt from its burlhens; that he should have all these 
advantages at the expen::-e of his neighbors? 

It may be sai<l that some are unable to pay tbl'it· taxes. This, it 
see1ns to me, is erroneous. 'The a.1nount of tax each one bas to pay i~ 
in proportion to the property he has; the greater the tax, the greater 
t be amount of property fro1u which to raise means of payment. I am 
well convinced that taxes are paid most promptly by our farmers and 
by men of comparatively small means, and that there are very few ot 
us ,vho do not spend yearly for articles of luxury, which do not pro• 
mote either our henlth, our prosperity, or our happiness, more than 
the sum required from us as taxes for the support of the government 
that protects us. The subject of revenue and taxation assumes a 
graver interest and importa11 ce at this time, for the reason that our State 
is called upon for the first time since its admission to pay a direct tax 
for the support of the General Government. We may expect to be 
called on to pay during the present year a Federal tax of from $600, 
000 to $700,000. This is rendered necessary by the heavy expenditures 
incurred by the General Govern,nen t in preparing to put down the 
Rebellion in certain States of the Union. 

A resort to loans has been and must continue to be necessary 
to meet these t,xpenses, and prudence aucl sound economy require that 
the General Government shall not be compelled to borro'>v money to 
pay the inter est accruing upon its loans. The interest upon loans 
made and to bo made must be met by actual payment, and not by in· 
curring further indebtodness. The capitalists of the country have thus 
far responded nobly to the calls made upon them by the Government, 
and have given it assistance and support as necessary as that rendered 
by the soldiers in the field. Six hundred thousand gallant men, of 
whom twenty thousand are from our own State, are in arms, giving 

, their labor, their health, their lives, for the country, and no,v the call 
comes to us who are at home, and we are asked to gh·e a little of our 
substance to the same good cause. 

I have caused to be prepared from documents in the office of the 
Auditor of State a table, hereto appended, giving some interesting 
informatiou touching the tuxes paid by our people. It will perhaps be 
a matter of suprise to many that the taxes for the support of the State 
Government bears so small a proportion to the E>ntire an1onnt of taxes 
paid. It appears fro1n this table that the ,vhole amount of taxe~ for 
all purposes for 1801 was $1,700,000, and that of this a1nount only 
$800,000 ,vas expended from the State Treasury for State purposes, 
while $1,400,000 "'ere expcn<led from the seYeral county treasuries for 
county and other purposes. I regard this table as useful, for this, 
among other reasons, viz: that the people bave been led to believe 
that the great bulk of our taxes ,vas caused by the expenditures of the 
State Government under appropriations made by the General Assem· 
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bly, and they have been taught to look to a reduction of State expenses 
as the means of relief fro111 taxation. This table shows clearly and 
conclusively that of every $5.66 paid by the people of the State as taxes, 
but one dollar reaches the State Treasury or is used for State purposes, 

~while the other $4.66 are retained in the counties and used for county 
and other purposes. I ,vould not desire our people to relax their vigi
lant supervision of State expenses, but -I am of opinion this informa
tion may lead them to give as vigilant supervision to the expenditures 
of their respective counties, where equal vigilance is, in my judgment, 
equally needed. It is eTiden t from an inspection of the table, show-

. ing the amount of taxes paid and tbe purposes for which paid, that if 
it be deemed desirable to decrease our present expenditures by an 
amount equal or approxi111ating to the amount of taxes required by the 
General Government, much the greater amount of such reduction must 
be made in the taxes levied for other than State purposes. * * * * 

In order to make the reTeune of the State more certain, I recom
mend that the County Treasurers be r equired by law to pay the State 
.Trea(:urer, at fixed times, certain proportions of the amount of reve
nue due to the State, until the entire sum for each year is paid, 
whether the County Treasurers have received the entire amount of 
State tax or not. At present the State is \vholly helpless as to its rev
enue. I t has to depend ,vholly upon the officers of counties for its col
lection and transmission, and if the county officers are inefficient, the 
State is remediless. Each county is now liable by law to the State for 
the amount of State tax assessed in it. but this liability, ,vithout any 
means of making it practicably effective, is useless. If the counties 
were required to pay the revenue due the State, whether collected or 
not, the County Supervisors ,vould be stimulated to require of the 
Treasurer a strict performance of his duties; and if. in addition, you 
should so change the present law as to giYe County '.rreasnrers, in lieu 
of salary, a per centum on the amount of ruoney collected and dis
bursed, or provide for to1'1 nsbip collectors, to be paid in the same 
way, our taxes would, in my opiniou , be m ore punctually paid. 

I also r ecommend that it be n1ade the duty of the Board of Super
visors of each county, to employ a competell t accountant once in eaeh 
year to examine the accounts of each county officer, and state an 
account between each officer and his county, and between officer and 
officer, and also that County Treasurers and all other persons who re
ceive public moneys be prohibited, under severe penalties, from 
using them in any way or placing them with others to be used for their 
private benefit. 

The law of Congress imposing a direct tax for the support of the 
General Government gives to any State the privilege of collecting the 
amount of tax assessed upon its people, and allows such State to retain 
fifteen per cent. of the amount, on condition the State shall assume 
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the payment of the balace of the tax. 'fhereupon arises the important 
question: What shall the State do in the premises? It must be remem· 
bered that if the State assumes the tax, the entire amount, less fifteen 
pei.:..cent. must _be paid by the State, whether the State collects the ta·, 
Qt'. not. · Keeping this in reGollection, let us ascertain as nearly as may 
be·. our precise position. This State has expended for th~ General 
·Government about $450,000, and bas been repaid the sum of $80.000. 
The State has sold her bonds to the amount of about $200,000. The 
proceeds of said sale $184,000, and the $80,000 received from the Gen
eral Government have been applied to paying the expenses incurred 
by the State, leaving unpaid and due wholly, I believe, to our o"'n 
people, about $186,000, for which they hold or can receive ,van·ants 
drawn on the War and Defense fund. If ihe amount expended by the 
State, which is to be reimbursed by the General Government, be 
$450,000, there is now due the State $370,000; and if the Federal tax 
should be $650,000, and the State should assume it, there would be du~ 
the General Government the sum of $182,500, being the entire amount 
of the tax, less the amount now due the State, and the fifteen per cent. 
for assumption and rollection which must be a.ssessed upon and paid 
by our people. 

But we must provide also for the payment of the amount due our 
own citizens. 'fhis must be done by assessing the amount as a tax and 
by either actually collecting the money and paying it to the holders 01 

the warrants, or by authorizing those holding warrants to surrender 
them to the Auditor, and receive in lieu of them other warrants of th<: 
amount of five dollars each, which shall be receivahle in payment of 
the Federal tax. These warrants being of small amounts, and being 
all receivable during the present year for taxes, would be nearly or 
quite at par, and would be much more valuable to the holders than the 
present ones. Should this course be deemed advisable, it will be nec
essary, in order to meet the demand made upon us by the Federal 
Government, to levy a tax of about $368,500, of which $182,500 must be 
collected iu money, and $186,000 may be paid in the "' arrants out• 
standing against the War and Defense Fund. Our Stale debt will have 
been increased by $200,000, and we will not have any money in our 
Treasury whorewith to meet further military expenses, should they 
be necessary. It will be observed that the sums given are generally 
estimated. Absolute precision could not in some cases be arri,ed at. 
but it will be found the estimates approximate very nearly the truth . 
If this should not be deemed advisable, we can present our claim 
against the General Government, receive the auiount due the State. 
pay the outstanding warrants in the hands of our people, and either 
collect in mouey the Federal tax and pay it to the General Gor-ern
ment, retaining the fifteen per eent. for so doing, or allow the General 
Government to collect the ·whole without interference on our part. In 
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·iew of the actual condition of our affairs and the want of promptitude 
rith ,vhich our taxes are paid, I ·am inclined to favor the plan first 
ecommended. If I .had assurance that our taxes would be paid as 
hey.should be, I would much prefe·r the second. . . .-,· 

~ Intimately connected with the subject of taxation· and revenue, is 
- . . . . . ' 

be question as to the kind of money which shall be received for taxes. 
Jnder our· present laws, specie only is receivable for public dues. 
n ·view of the recent suspension of specie payments by the General 
xo·vernment and the banks of the eastern States, it becomes a question 
,f great importance whether we can collect our revenue in coin. I do 
tot believe we can, and I urgently recommend to you such changes in 

',ur laws as will allo,v the payment of taxes with United States treasury 
1otes and the notes of the State Bank of Iowa. It is true the United 
,tates treasury notes are not payable in specie, but it is the interest of 
dl loyal States and of all loyal citizens to keep them at par, and the 
·eceipt of them for taxes by the loyal States would tend much to that 
~nd. The State Bank of Io,va is required by the law creating it, at all 
imes, to redeem its circulation in coin1 and I believe it expects and is 
·uny prepared to meet that requisition. If, as it seems to me ,ve must 
~nd should receive for revenue the United States treasury notes not 
·edeemable in specie, I cannot see the wisdom or justice of refusing to 
·eceive the notes of our O"-'n banks, tbat are so redeemable, especially 
.vhen by so doing we make the payment of taxes more easy to our 
?eople and _more certain to the State, and at the same time aid to some 
~xtent in keeping in circulation among us a, currency which has, and 
.n my judgment, deserves the confidence of the people. 

l\1ILIT A RY A FF AIRS. 

The report of the Adjutant General, herewith submitted, shows the 
nun1 ber and description of troops raised in this State for United States 
aervice to be sixteen regiments of infantry, four of cavalry, three bat
teries of artillery and one independent company of cavalry for frontier 
aervice. Of these the fifteenth and sixteenth regiments of infantry are 
not fully organized. In addition, Col. Koch and Col. Rankin are 
engaged in raising regiments of infantry, which if completed, will 
make the seventeenth and eighteenth regiments of that arm of the 
\Service. 

It is a matter of much gratification to me that our State has thus 
promptly responded to the demands made upon it by the United States 
for aid in this perilous crisis of our country's history, and it is also a 
matter of great pride to me that the troops of our State, whether tried 
in the exhausting service of the camp, the march, or in the fiery ordeal 
of the battle-field have never been found wanting, but have by their 
cheerful endurance of unaccustomed hardship and their indomitable 
valor won for themselves and our State a name which may well cause 

-. 
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us to feel an honest pride in claiming in any part of our broad land, 
that our homes are in Iowa. 

At the extra session of 1861 whaf was supposed ample provision 
was made to furnish the necessary funds for raising, clothing an,\ 
equipping the voluntE!ers that might be required from this State, by 
auth<,rizing the issue and sale of our State bonds. Immediately after 
the close of that session, the necessary steps ,vere taken to put our 
bonds in n1arket, but before ti ey could be offered in New York the 
faith and credit of our State were most wantonly and unjustly attacked 
by certain papers in that city, so that when, under the la,v, the bond~ 
were offered for sale, it was found entirely impossible to effect sales at 
the p1ices fixed by the Board of Commissioners appointed for that pur
pose, or which would not have been ruinous to the State. No sales 
,vere the ref ore made in N e,v York,* and an appeal was made to our 
own people to taku the bonds and furnish the means necessary to meet 
the large expenses consequent upon raising the troops called for frow 
this State. The report of the loan agents herewith submitted will 
show you the amount of bonds sold by them in the State, and the 
amount of money recei-red therefor. It will be seen that 1nuch the 
larger proportion of the bonds was taken by persons to whom the 
State was indebted and that but a small share was sold for cash. Tilt' 
result was that the officers charged with the duty of raising troops as 
required by the General Government were much embarrassed for want 
of means, being compelled to operate wholly upon credit, consequently 
to great disadvantage. Whatever could be furnished by our people 
was promptly furnished on the credit of the State, but without means 
it was impossible to procure arms, clothing and such other articles n~ 
our o,,n people did not produce. After providing clothing for the 1st, 
2nd and 3rd Regiments, I found it utterly impossible to provide for 
those subsequently raised, and was compelled to rely on the General 
Government for that purpose, and although it ,vas a matter of much 
mortification to me, to be compelled to allow our troops to leave our 
State uu-uniformed and un-armed, yet I a1u induced to believe the 
result has been as well for the troops and for the government. The 
troops who left our State ,vitl.out uniform. left at a season of the year 
when but little clothing was needed for comfort, and they ,vere pro 
vided with uniforms in Missouri as speedily and more cheaply than I 
could have provided for them. The regiments ,vhich have left the State 
more recently have been furnished with good clothing by the General 
Government before leaving. I have not purchased for the State the 
arms contemplated by the law passed at the extra session, for the rea· 
son that arms could be had only for money, and I had not the money 
wherewith to pay. Some arms have been furnished by the General 

•A few were sold to pve them & quotable market value--H. W. L. 
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overnment, but not sufficient for the security of the State, and I 
commend the subject to your careful consideration. 
On seYeral occasions during the past season, when the rebels had 

· appeared likely to get control in northern Missouri, much uneasi-
1~ss existed along our southern border lest they should attempt an 
vasion of our State, \Yhich, for ,vant of arms, our people were not 
·operly prepared to resist . Immediately after the close of the extra 
ssion of the General Assembly, I appointed Col. John Ed ,vards and 
)1. Cyrus Bussey as my aids, with large diseretionary po,vers, to act 
r the preservation of tranquility in the southern border counties. I 
as well satisfied t.he peace of our State would be more easily pre-

• rved by preventing in,asion than by repelling it, and therefore while 
~ould not order our State troops beyond our State line, instructed Col-
1els Edvtards and Bussey, and through them the troops under their 
•mmand, that if at any tilne the loyal men of northern Missouri were 
peril and called upon them for assistance, they had as full authority 
I could give them to lead their men into Missouri to the aid cf the 

yal men there,and my promise upon their return that ms power should 
i used to the utmost extent to protect the111 if called in question for 
, doing. Under these circumstances, andinsomecases at the instance 
officers of the United States, Col's Edwards and Bussey, and Col. 

or ledge of Page county, at different times led bodies of Iowa troops 
to Missouri and kepL them in service there until their presence ,vas 
> longer needed, and I am well assured their services were highly 
Lluable, not only in preserYing the peace of our border and protect
g our o\vn people. but in supporting and strengthening the Union 
en of Missouri. The expenses incurred in these expeditions are, in 
y judgment, properly chargeable to the General Government, an<l I 
n now seeking their reimbursement. 

Great uneasiness also existed on our western and northern borders 
st the Jndians in Dacotah aud Minnesota might be led by designing 
en to take advantage of the trou l>ltd state of public affairs, and 
>mmit depredations on our people in that region. The great distance 
: that part of the State from the place \\'here my other duties compel 
e to keep my headquarters, and thfl want of the means of speedy 
>mmunication there.,vith either by railroad or telegraph, rendered it 
my judgment absolutely necessary that I should confer on suitable 

~rsons the po,ver to act for me promptly in case of emergency as fully 
1 if I were present to act in person. I accordingly conferred such 
1thority on Hon. Caleb Baldlvin of Council Bluffs, and Hon. A. W. 
ubbard of Sioux City. Under this authority bodies of mounted men 
ere called into service at different times for short periods, and I am 
:\PPY to be able to state the tranquility of that portion of our State 
a.s been preserved. 

I cannot permit this occasion to pass without thanking Messrs. 
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Ed"vards, Bussey, Morledge, Bald win and Hubbard, for their efficient 
and valuable ser,ices. 

At 1ny request the Secretary of War authorized the enlistment of a 
company of cavalry in the service of the United States, especially for 
the protection of the northwP-stern border. This company has been 
recruited and mustered in, and I hope ,vill be sufficient for the protec
tion of that portion of our State. 

Our troops in Missouri have suffered greatly from sickness. To 
some extent this is perhaps attributable to the ,vant of care and prud
ence among the men themseh ·es, to a change in their mode of life, to 
their eating badly cooked food, and to the fatigue and exposure of 
hard labor and sever e ma rches, and to a much greater extent to the 
,vant of proper hospitals, proper comforts for the sick, proper nurses. 
and sufficient medical aid. Doubtless experience in camp life will con· 
vince our troops of the necessity of guarding their health, adapt them 
to their new circumstances and ,yiJl make them better cooks; and I 
ardently hope the tilne '\>vill soon con1e ""' hen those ,vuo have the power 
so to do will provide that the labor "vhich has prostrated so many of 
them, shall be done by the slaYes of those who have forced this ~ar 
upon the country. Proper hospitals are no,v provided, and the womeu 
of our State, follo,viog their womanly instinct to care for the suffer
ing, have been and are engaged in making and forwarding to our 
troops those delicacies anu comforts not provided by the regulations. 
but so n ecessary and so cheering to the sick. I am decidedly of the 
opinion that female nurses in our hospitals "vould r ender invaluable 
service; and I earnestly reco1nmend that provision be made for secur· 
ing such service for the benefit of our sick and wounded soldiers. 

I am well convinced that the medical staff (a Surgeon aud Assistant 
Surgeon), now allo,ved by la,v to each r egiment, is insufficient, and I 
have been corresponding ,vith the proper authorities for the purpose 
of effecting a change in the law. I recommend that power be given 
the Governor to appoint an additional Assistant Surgeon for each of 
our r egiments in service, to be paid by the State in case Congress shall 
not by law make the necessary provision . 

The law passed at the extra session for the organization of tho 
militia, is in many respects defective, and has been, in my judgment, 
a hindrance instead of an aid in raising troops for the service of the 
United States If the organization of the militia is to be provided 
for by State law, a more full aud perfect system must be de
vised. But the Congress of the United States has power " to proYicle 
for organizing, arming, and disciplining the n1ilitia, * * * reser\ 
ing to the States r espectively the appointment of officers, and the au
thority of training the militia according to the discipline prescribed l>y 
Congress.,, It is probable that Congress will at the present session, 
in view of the necessities of the country, provide a complete system of 
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tilitary 0rganization for a.11 the States, to the extent of the power thus 
)nferred. It may be well to a.wait such action until near the close 
: your session, and conform your action to such provision, if made. 

SCHOOL AND UNIVERSITY FUNDS. 

The State University is now in successful operation, although much 
nbarrassed for want of means arising from the non-payment of inter
;t due on Joans of its permanent fund. 'The enactment of laws re-
1iring the more prompt payment of interest, and for the safety and 
~tter in,·est1nent of the permanent fund as above suggested, will en
)!e the trustees and facnlty to extend the usefulness of the institu
on. I am decidedly of opinion that not only the interest of the 
.stitution, but also the interest of the State require, that you should 
rovide a military department of the University, and should establish 
military professorship therein. The sad experience of the last fe"'' 
onths has shown us the necessity of military knowledge among our 

isople. By giving to the young men who may attend the University. 
ilitary instruction and training, we will not only greatly benefit 
Lem, but will also haYe made provision for what our present experi-
1ce sho,vs may at any moment become a necessity to our people. 
he Board of Education at their recent session directed the trustees of 
1e University to make provision for a military department therein as 
>on as the General Asse1nbly should make the necessary appropria· 
on therefor, and I earnestly recommend the subject Io your fa.vor
)le consideration. 

RECLA.\IATION OF FUGITIVES FRO:\'I JUSTICE. 

The la,v in rAgard to the reclamation of fugitives from justice is 
Ldefinite as to the amount of fees to be paid to agents of this State, 
ho bring back such fugitives, and as to whether it is the duty of the 
ensus Board to pay such expenses in all cases. It is desirable that 
Le uncertainty on these points should be removed. 

AGRICULTURE. 

Agriculture is, and for many years must continue, to be the lead- -
Lg interest in our State; and any fair and legitimate aid that can be 
ven thereto will tend to promote the public good. With this object 

°le State has for some years paid considerable sums yearly to aid the 
gricultural Societies of the State and counties. Whether the benefits 
1at have resulted from this expenditure will justify its continuance 
nring our present difficulties and embarrassments, you 1nust decide. 
his great interest of our State may in my judgment be aided by leg
lation in a new direction. Hitherto our great staples for export have 
sen wheat, corn, cattle and hogs The prices paid for the transpor
ttion of these articles to N'e,y York form a large portion of their value 
· that point. Iudeed, wheat and corn \vill not bear transportation to 

• 
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that market during the season vthen navigation of the lakes is close<l. 
Experience has, I think, conclusively shown that our State is admira
bly adapted to sheep grazing, and the value of \Vool in proportion to 
its bulk and ,veight is much greater, and the pric,e of its transporta 
tion to Ne,v York in proportion to its value, much less than that of 
our present staples. 

A great dra,vback upon the growing of ,vool is that large number:
of sheep are annually killed by dogs. I therefore recommend that u 
tax be levied on all dogs in the State, and that the proceeds of the tax 
be applied to paying to owners of sheep killed by dogs, the value of the 
sheep thus killed. I v.•ould go further than this-I "'ould exempt from 
taxation for a period of five years all sheep not exceeding fifty, owned 
by any resident of the State, and would also exempt frorn taxation for 
the same time all capital invested in the Sta.te in the manufacture of 
woolen goods. 

I am \vell satisfied that the cultivation of flax can be successfully 
and profitably introduced in our State. It is valuable not only for the 
seed, but for the lint, ,vhich under a ne,v process is converted int<1 
what is called flax cotton. I am ,vell assured that before the com· 
mencement of the rebellion, a remunerative price could be paid in our 
State for the flax stra,v, ,vhich has heretofore beeu an entire loss to 
the farmer, the fibre separated from the ,vood, and the to,v transported 
to Boston and manufactured into flax cotton, which could tlairly com
pete in price and usefulness with the cotton of the Southern States. 
In order to stimulate our people to examine the question carefully_ 
and if possible, introduce among us a new and pt ofitable branch of 
industry, I recommend that all capital invested in the manufacture 
of linseed oil or the conversion of flax stra~v into flax cotton, be 
exempted from taxation for five years. 

If our industry were more diversified, we would suffer less from 
fluctuations of prices of particular articles, and if as necessity require!" 
and opportunity offers, we become manufacturers as well as producers. 
we will increase our wealth and independence. 

I have thus endeavored to place before you the condition of the State. 
so far as, in my judgment, your action is needed for its improvement. 
Your wisdom ,vill doubtless discover some, perhaps ruany, particulars 
in which legislation will be necessary that have been overlooke<l by me 

The year which has just closed has brought to our people a ne,v ex· 
perience, ne,v trials, ne,v responsibilities and new duties. Let us con· 
tinue to meet thC'm, as we have thus far met them, with neither nn 
overweening confidence in, and reliance upon, our own strength, nor 
an unmanly and craven fear for ourselves or of the hardships we ma,J 
endure before we ,vin by deserving success, but with patience. calm· 
ness, unflinching courage and an abiding faith in God. 

SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 
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INAUGURAL ADDRESS. 
) 

, 

1entlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives : 

.As this is the first time in the history of our State that the same 
>erson bas been twice elected to the office, the duties of which I have 
or the second time just assumed, and as the transmission to you of a 
aessage in \Vriting, communicating the condition of the State and 
ecomn1ending such matters as seemed to me expedient, was among 
he last of the official acts of my first term of service, it '-Vas for some 
ime a question with me \vhether it was proper for me, in commencing 
ay second term, to conform to the custom heretofore acted on by in
oming Governors of delivering an inaugural address. Upon reflec
ion, I did not feel at liberty to disregard wha.t is a well established, 
.nd what is considered a useful, custom. 

When, two years ago, I first assumed the duties of my present 
ffice, 1 saw, and 1n my inaugural address alluded to, the bitter and 
xasperated feelings existing in certain portions of our country, which 
aye since resulted in the present Rebellion, and pointed out what 
eemed to me to be some of the exciting causes of that feeling. The 
•eople of our country were then about entering upon one of those 
olitical contests by which the policy of our General Government is , 
Jr a time, determined; and I expressed the belief that this angry anrl 
xcited feeling \vould not result in an appeal to arms, but that a peo
•le taught as ours have been to yield almost instinctively to the fairly 
xpressed will of the majority would, ,vheu the feeling engendered by 
ts contest had passed a,vay, ngain permit the calm dictates of reason 
o r esume tbeir sway, and that we ,vould again become a contented 
nd happy nation Time has shown that my belief was erroneous, and 
et it seems to me it ,vas a reasonable and just belief . 

.All men know well that the government against which rebellion 
1ould be made, if raised at all, was the government ,vhich made the 
~ast exactions and conferred the most benefits upon its people of any 
·overnment in the world. All men knew ,vell, and none better thaq 
oose now in rebellion, that the Adn1inistration. whose accession tq 
o,ver their opponents declared they ,vould consider cause for revolt, 
ould not during their term of office, even if so disposed, inflict upoq. 
ne defeated party any ,vrong. And it seemed then, and seems yet, tq 
1e to be a reasonable and just belief that no portion of a people, sq 
ttelligent as ours bas claimed to be, could revolt against a govern-
1ent '"hich had conferred upon tben1 only benefits, and against an. 
Ldmit1istration powerless to injure them. .All men kno,v, too, that 
~Qellioii must bring upon those engaged in it terrible calamities, i~ 

• 

• 
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not sure destruction, and it did seem reasonable and just to believe 
that sane men would not bring upon themselves such results ,<\·i thout 

cause. 
Yet there were other things bearing npon this question \\'hich we 

did not know. We did not kno,v, even although we ,vere so tolu by 
some far-sighted men-it seemed too monstrous for our honest autl 
loyal-hearted people to believe-that men "hom they bad delighted to 
honor, men upon ,vho1u they had conferred the high places, e,·eu the 
highest place of honor and profit and trust under our government, 
could, ,vhilst yet holding these places aud pledged in the sight of (iod 
and before men faithfully to discharge their trust, and with professions 
of love and attachn1ent to our govern1uent yet ,.,,arm upon their lips, 
deliberately conspire to overthro\Y a1.d destroy that governn1ent ,vhkh 
they were so strongly bound to protect aud defend. I repeat it, our 
honest and loyal-hearted people could not believe these things to be 
true: they were to them too monstrously infamous for their belief. 
They bad not yet learned the bitter lesson that honesty, truth. good 
faith and loyalty were but mere ,vords used by these men as a co,er 
under ,vbich to deal, as they hoped, a fatal stab to that goveru111e11t 
from ,vhich they bad derh·ed all they ever bad of honor or in1port 
ance. Had this not been so (and although its truth has produced sul'h 
terrible results, I thank God our people could not then believe it pos• 
sible), I am ,vell convinced we ,vould to-day have no Rebellion. Hiul 
the occupant of the Presidential chair, for the year preceding the -1th 
day of March. 1861, and his advisers, been true meu, and had they 
done their duty as such and stricken rebellion one honest, do"·oright 
blo,v when first it reared its hateful head, " 'e would ha,-e to-day 
a peaceful and united nal ion. But this. unfortunately, was not so. 
Treason and imbecility sat in our high places, and surrendered one 
after another the outposts of the citadel of our strength iuto the hanllt
of Rebels, until, emboklenc>cl by success, they believed the citadel itself 
to be within their grasp. In this ,vay the Rebellion ,vas encouraged 
and strengthened, and thousands of n1en were induced to array the1u
selves upon its side fro1n the conYic>tion that the government "'B

5 

powerless to protec·t its friencls or punish ils enemies. 
At last, bnt too late, came a c>hange of administration. Our G(n'

ernment asserted its rights, and ga.Ye eYidence of its will and power to 

1
n1aintain them, and then can1e the Civil \i'tar that is no,v upou us. 

I need not undertal{e to point out to you the pri1nary cause whiC'h 
has led to this disastrous issue. Although there n1ay have been man)' 
minor causes, all tending to the same end, such as tbe disappointed 
ambition of bad men and the lust for po,ver, the clear common s1•11:,1' 

of our people has seen and accepted tbe fnct that the one great con· 
trolling cause of this ,vicked Rebellion. and of a1l the fearful conse· 
qucnces which have followed and wust follo,v from it, is the system of 
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Inman Slavery. Sophistry cannot disguise this fact, nor argument 
llustrate it. It is patent, tangible, and sooner or later it must be 
.ccepted by our rulers, as well as by our people, and acted on by all. 
'his baneful system, which has wrought such terrible results, was 

•ccepted with great reluctance by our fathers as an existing but most 
nfortunate fact, and its existence recognized and protected by them 
s such. but surrounded at the same time by influences such as they 
onfidently hoped would soon eventuate i!:: its total and peaceful ex
.nction. That hope has been sadly disappointed. This system, so 
eluctantly admitted into our form of go,ernment, and so antagonistic 

, ) its vital principles, has, like a foreign substance in the human body, 
een to the body politic a source of constant irritation, and bas been 
10 real c-ause of all the heart-burnings and ill-will among our people. 
1

ircumstances, not foreseen at the beginning, have fostered and 
ncouraged it. It has been defended, protected and nourished by its 
otaries with a devotion almost unparalleled, until it has acquired a 
~rength and power which enabled it, at first by stealthy approaches 
od then by bold attack, to seize the reins of government and control 
10 policy of our people. And when peacefully and constitutionally it 
as ctriven from its usurped seat of empire, and the determination ex
ressed that for the future it should be kept in the subordination for 
hich it was originally intended, it revolted and by civil war has 
>ught to destroy the Republic it could no longer control, and from the 
3n1ains to build a new one in \vhich its empire should be absolute and 
ndisputed. 

I ha,e said that our people have seen and ac-cepted these facts, and 
1at the time must come, sooner or later, when our rulers, too, must 
•e them. and when all, rulers and ruled, must act upon them. It is 
)t for us to determine "'hat that action shall be. That is the right 
1d duty of others. But it is for us-it is our 1·ight and duty- to advise 
ith those others, and to point out to them the course ,vhich, in our 
~st judgments, should be pursued Understand me tightly. I freely 
:cept, and have cordially acted upon, the theory that it is for our 
1lers to determine the policy to be pursued, and for us to sustain 
1em, even if that policy should not meet our approbation. But it 
>es not follow that ,ve n1nst not advise a change of policy, if our 
dgn1ent teaches or experience has shown such change to be 
~cessary . 

What then, if anything, have ,ve to advise ? Let us see ,vhere we 
and, and what are our surroundings. More than t,velve mon tbs ago 
is war upon our government was begun, and it has been prosecuted up 
this moment on the one side with fierce vindictiveness, and terrible 
rnestness. Nothing. literally nothing, has been allowed to stand in 
e ,vay of the advancement of the cause for " 'bich this war has been 
aged, by those "vbo advocate that ca,use. Officers of the army and 
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navy, to advance that cause have deserted their flag. Statesmen, to 
advance it have betrayed their trusts. Among all ranks, acts of fraud. 
,vords of falsehood and deeds of violence have been held good and 
honorable service, if thereby the cause might be advanced, and the 
entire energies of its advocates have been directed to that single end. 
The sole question they have asked has been: " What thing can ,ve do 
,vbich will most effectually and speedily break the strength of our 
~rersaries?" And when that question has been ans,vered, they haYe 
as one man done that thing. Ho,v have they been met? Until the 4th 
day of March last past, not only were no steps taken to arrest their 
p rogress, but many of those who now are not of and with them, insisted 
that coercion should not be used t,o arrest it. After that date although 
the new admistration took prompt and vigorous steps to meet the 
crises, many people in 1,he loyal States still protested against coerci\'e 
measures to suppress rebellion, and 111any others sought, as if expect
ing to tind, some neutral ground on ,vhich to stand, some middle 
ground between loyalty anJ. treason, as if a citizen could be loyal to 
bis government who did not lend his band to defend it when rebels 
sought to destroy it But time passed on till .Sumter fell and our 
nation awoke from what appeared to be the slumber of death. With 
fiery zeal and generous emulation, the young men of all classes and 
all parties in the loyal States rallied around the government, until to· 
clay we have under our banner the best army the ,vorld bas ever seen; 
ready and eager to meet in battle all enemies ,vho seek the destruction 
of the Union. And yet it seems to me that we do not bring to this con· 
tlict the same directness, the same unity of purpose and action our 
adversaries do. It seems to me we do not ask ourselves what one 
thing can we do that will most effectually and speedily break the 
strength of our enemies? and when that question is answered, do that 
thing. It seems to me the idea still pervades and controls the minds of 
many of us that our duty requires of us not only the preservation and 
protection of the Union, but the preservation and protection of slavery; 
that we have sometimes feared to strike an earnest blow against rebel
lion, lest that blow should fall on the head of slavery; that we regard 
slavery as an essential part of the Union itself, and that the Union 
,vould not be worth preserving, unless slavery could be preserved with 
and remain part of it. 

If t hese things be so, we are yet far from the path that will lead to 
success. Slavery, the leading cause of this rebellion, is an element of 
strength or of weakness to the rebels, just as we will it shall be. If we. 
say to the slaves of rebels, we are your enemies, they will remain wilh 
their masters a nd be to ibem a strength and support. If ,ve say to 
tlH•m, v,re are your friends, come to us and you shall be free, they '"ill 
seek to come by thousands, and the armies no"T standing in battle 
array against our soldiers, will be needed at home to restrain tbem. 
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Take the case of South Carolina. Our sol<liers are to-day upon her 
soil. She has a population of abont 700,000 souls, more than one-half 
of whom are slaves. Experience, the best of teachers, has shown that 
t,hese slaves want freedom, that they look upon our soldiers as friends. 

~ and would, if encouraged so to do, flock to onr can1ps by thousands. 
As the slaves of rebel masters, their labor in the field and in the camp, 
furnishes the rebel troops with food, and does for them much of thaL 
severe camp labor which exhausts the energies of the soldiers and 
brings sickness upo·n them. Thus rebellion is strengthened by slavery. 
Shall we continue to leave it this strength? shall we do more than this? 

. Shall we continue to drive back to their rebel masters these unfortu
nates, and compel them to be our enemies although they wish to be 
our friends? Shall we continue to require of our brave soldiers who 
have gone forth to fight our battles, thos~ exhausting labors that have 
brought sickness and death to so many of them, when these people 
,tand ready and ,villing to relieYe them if allowed? 

It may be said that if ,ve proclaim freedom to slaves of rebel mas
ters, slavery must suffer and may be extinguished. I reply: So be it. 
fhe friends of slavery have in its supposed interest thrust this war 
with all its evils upon the country, and upon them and upon it be the 
~onsequences. It 1nay be said the slaves of loyal masters will escape 
tnd thus loyal 1nen will suffer loss. This may be, probably will be so. 
But if ,ve shall be successful in preserving our government, and put
ing do,vn this rebellion, \.Ve can and will make good all losses caused 
o them by the acts of the government for its preservation. Besides, 
t is their inisfortune and not our fault that they live in sections of our 
~o untry in ,vhich the ,var is carried on and in "vhich either a majority 
>f the people are rebels, or the loyal men in the majority have suffered 
hemselves to be prostrated and tran1pled on by the rebel minority. 
11/e regret their condition, " 'e pity t 1.eir misfortunes, we will make 
~oo<l their losses caused by our acts for the preservation of the Union, 
>ut \Ve cannot allo,v the Union to be stricken down because efforts for 
ts preservation may work them present injnry. War necessarily 
>rings suffering and loss to the people among whom it is waged. This 
\'ar brings suffering and loss to the loyal pec,ple of all our States, and we 
,11 must bear as well and as patiently as we may, until the end, when 
t ,vill be our duty to repair so far as we may, the losses sustained by 
oyal men because of their devotion to their country. 

I ,vill not be 1nisunderstood. This war is waged by our govern
neut for the preservation of the Union, and not for the extinction of 
laYery, unless the presP.rvation of the one shall require the extinction 
f the other. If the ,var were so prosecnted that on to•morrow the 
,reservation of the Union were effected and secured, I would not no,v 
vage the war another day. I would not now spend further treasure 
,r further life to effect the extinction of slavery, although I might re-

' 
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gret that the war of its own producing had left in it enough of life to 
leave it to be our Lane and pest in 1 he future as it has been in the past 
But ,vhile this is true , it is also true that if I had the power on to-mor
row to end this terrible strife and preserve our Union by the extinc· 
tion of sla,ery, \Vbile to prc.:.erve both ,vo11ld require a month's or a 
week's or a day's or an hour's further ,var; the spending of a single 
additional dollar to the loss of a single additional life; so surely as the 
Lord lives, this ,var would close to-mo1-ro,v. No ·wife should mourn 
her husband, no mother her son, no maiden her lo,·er, slain in a \\'ar 
protracted by me a single hour to preserve to rebels that which caused 
them to commence and which enables them to 1naiutain rebellion. I 
would not believe that I bad, nor do I believe that others have the 
right, although they may have the po,ver to protract this war in order 
to preserve that which has CJt,nsed the war. ~Iy deliberate convictions 
are that to prosecute this ,var successfully, we must strike directly at 
slavery, and that the time inust soon come ,vhen every man 1nust 
determine for himself ,vhich he loves n1osl. the Union or sla-very, and 

must act accordingly. 
In the mean time, and at all times, it is our duty to rally around 

and support the government. We are not of those ,vhose loyalty is 
doubtful or conditional. We do nol say we will support the govern· 
ment if it adopts our views or carries out our plans, and if not, we 
,vill become neutral or join the enemy. We support it with hearts and 
hands and means, although \Ve may doubt its policy, trustine- time will 
de1nonstrate the correctness of our -vie,vs, and bring about their adop· 
tion if found correct. The giving of honest counsel and the rendering 
of faithful service make up the duty of all true 1nen. 

'fhe war has brought on us severe trials, and others are yet to 
come. Many of our best and bravest have died upon the battle-field 
or in the hospital, and many more must die. Our business operations 
have been interrupted, our markets have been closed, the prices of the 
products of our industry have been l essened, we have been compelled 
to ,vholly forego or materially to curtail the use of some luxuries 
which, by use, had become to us comforts of life, and these things 
must continue to be. 'They are the inevitable attendants of war, and 
must be borne as they have been borne, bravely, unflinchingly and 
cheerfully. Life is valuable, but it is intended to be useful; and bow 
can anyone make his life more useful than by gi ,·ing it for his country f 
Could our o,vn brave men ,vho died at Wilson's Creek, Blue Mills an,l 
Belmont have used their li,es in any other way to better purpose thau 
by losing them on those bloody but glorious battle-fields? Their names 
,vill live after them, en1balmed in the hearts of our children and our 
children's children, as the naiues of men ·who died for their country, 
and their example ,vill fire the hearts of generations yet to come to 
deeds of equal and as noble daring . 

• 

• 
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We are eminently a peaceful and peace loving people, and the in
terruption of our peaceful avocations of ,var and its incidents bears 
hardly upon us; but we must remember, that the only way to bring 
back and make permanently secure to us that peace we love so ,vell, 
is to convince those who have thrust this war upon us and to convince 
all others that although we love peace much, we love our country's 
honor and the perpetuity of our Union more. But do we exaggerate 
the evils of our condition? I am well convinced that there is not in 
the ,vorld a people of equal numbers, all of whom enjoy to-day so 
many of the necessaries and of the comforts of life as are enjoyed by 
our people. In our own State our cause of complaint is not that ,ve 
have not enough of the necessaries of life, but that we cannot geL high 
enough prices for what we can spare of our superabundanc~; not, that 
we have not food but that we cannot sell to advantage food, ,ve do not 
need! 

But we will have to pay heavy taxes. True, we will and it is 
equally true we can. We have to do but one thing, and that thing we 
mllst do. We must give up the idea of money making to a •great ex
tent until this war is over. We must be content to devote to the pres
ervation of the country a portion of all of the surplus we have been 
accustomed to lay up in years gone by. We may be required to return 
to customs and expedients for many years abandoned. We may he com
pelled to do as our fathers and mothers did, clothe ourselves as they did 
,vith the products of their farms and their own hands. What then? Our 
men ,vill be none the less brave, loyal and loving; our women none 
the less true hearted, lovely and beloved. We may be required to do 
and may do all these things and yet suffering and want still be far from 
ns. We may be required to do and may do all these things, and yet 
,vill not have done nearly so much as our fathers did to hand down to 
us the rich inheritance '\Ve are now striving to transmit unimpaired to 
our children. And if required, ,vill we not do it promptly and cheer
fully ? 

There may be amongst us a few men who know no impulse of 
patriotism, have no love of country, and can see nothing but sordid 
gain! There may be amongst us a few others vvho, blinded by preju
dice, engendered by former political strife, cannot forget that the 
Government is guided in this struggle for its life by the hauds of politi
cal opponents, and who would rather see it perish than have it saved 
hy their hands. who will cry peace when there is no peace, and '\Vho 
,vill endeavor to turn us from the prosecution of this war by continu
ally dwelling upon and exaggerating the misfortunes it bas brougbt 
and will bring upon us. But these men are fe,v in number and weak 
in influence. The great mass of our people see clearly and know well 
that no peace can be permanent which is made by compromising ,vith 
armed rebels, and which will leave our present territory divided be-

• 
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t,veen jealous and hostile nations by such boundaries as it must be ii 
not preserved in its integrity. 

I cannot close this address without paying a well deserved tribute 
to the brave men who represent our State in the great army collected 
to do battle for our country. We may well be proud of them. We 
here as officers, and all our people as citizens, should feel that there is 
much for us to do to maintain that high reputation they have won for 
our State. 

Trace the Iowa First on their weary way to Springfield; see them 
ragged and hungry but cheerful a nd ready; listen to their marching 
song as it rolls along the column, lending new vigor to themselves and 
thei r tired comrades; hear their fierce shouts and witness their daring 
deeds on the field where L yon fought and fell; witness the heroic spirit 
of devotion and self-sacrifice with which the Io\Va Third at Blue Mills 
attacked, and the bravery with which they fought the enemy in over
powering numbers lo delay that enemy's retr eat until expected rein
forcements could arriYe. See the Iowa Seventh on the bloody field of 
Belmont, heading the attack and covering the retreat; witness the 
cheerful endurance, the untiring energy, the indomitable valor of all 
our troops whenever and wherever tried, and who does not feel proud 
that he too is an Iowan? We owe these gallant men much. The rank 
and file of our regiments have never been surpassed. I doubt very 
much if they haYe ever been equaled . There is not a company in any 
of our regiments which does not contain in its ranks men who, in in
telligence and moral worth, are the peers of any man who hears me. 
They have left behind them the comforts and endearments of home, 
their business, their friends, their all, and have taken their places as 
privates in the ranks with nominal pay and almost without a hope for 
honor and distinction. This is patriotism, and I repeat it '' to these 
men we owe much." I t is due to them at least, that all shall be done 
that our circumstances will allO\V to promote their health and comfort 
and I doubt not you will see to it that the debt is paid. 

When the war commenced many of us hoped that by this time it 
would have been completed, or that at least we would be able to see 
the beginning of that desirable end. But we have been disappointed. 
The rebellion had greater strength than we supposed. Obstacles have 
arisen that we had not anticipated, and the end is not yet. But these 
things should not discourage, and I am glad to say they have not dis
couraged us. As the greater strength of the rebellion has been de,·el· 
oped, " 'e have promptly furnished the greater needed strength to put it 
do\VO, and if need be I owa can yet send forth many regiments as 
brave, as loyal, and as true as those that have already gone. As ob~ 
stacles have arisen they have been met as brave men meet them. They 
have been trampJed upon and we ha-ve passed on. And now when as 
it seems to us here that all things are ready, we are waiting patiently, 
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but ~•ith beating hearts, for the day when the great battle shall be 
fought-listening intently, and oh! how anxiously, for the battle shout, 
" God for the right," which will on that day roll over that battlefield 
from the brave men who will be privileged there to rally around our 

l dear old flag and strike in its defense, and trusting humbly and confi
dently that because they will strike for the right, the God of battles 
will give us the victory! 

• 

I 

.} 
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CHAPTER XI. • 

Gen. Fre1ru,ntts Order-Gov. Kirkwood on the Same Subject-Writes 
the President as to His Emancipation Proclamation-The Second 
Iowa-Its Flag From Disgrace to Glory-Speech by Gov. Kirkwood 
-Response by the Speaker--Congratulates Crocker-Battle oj Fort 
Donelson-News Reaches Des llioines-Scenes in the Bouse-Senalt 
Joins in the Jollification-Gen. Baker's Letter to the Speaker-Write:; 
Col. Add Sanders-To Gen. Scho.fieldandthePresident-The Women 
Will Help Harvest the Crops-Proclamation-Telegrams to Secretary 
of War-Governor Gets One Company too Many-Story of th.; 
Twins-Another Procla1nation-Special Session of Legislature
Message. 

During the first sixty years of the present century, next 
to the Government itself, the most po\verful organization in 
the country was the Democratic party, and though occasion
ally defeated for a short time, its recuperative energies were 
sufficient to enable it, as a factor in national politics, to soon 
rally from its temporary defeats and recover its lost power. 
The next most powerful dominating force if not as great or 
greater, was slavery. It finally proved itself the greater, for 
in the year 1860, it dismembered that party, and when that 
was accomplished, it felt itself able to perform the same feat 
on the Government itself. And it undertook the task. 
Never was a greater truism uttered than that by Abraham 
Lincoln in 1858, when he declared that there was' 'an irrepres
sible conflict between freedom and slavery; that this Govern
ment could not long exist half free and half slave; that the 
final triumph in this conflict could only terminate in the total 
surrender of one of these forces to the other.'' 

When the rebellion broke out and the first calls for troop~ 
were made to put it down, the idea that these troops were t<1 

strike a blow at slavery, was strongly and emphatically neg
atived on all sides, at nll times, in all places. and by all par-

20-i 
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ties. In fact the troops raised to crush the unholy rebellion 
,vere called upon too often to stand guard over slavery, to 
prevent it from hurting itself, or its open or secret enemies 

1 from hurting it. 
General Freemont ,va~ the tlrst man to beeqme sen$ible 

of the fact that the best way to crush the rebellion was to 
crush its original moving cause, and in furtherance of this 
idea, on the 31st of August, 1861, from his headquarters at 

' St. Louis he il3sued his famous order, one section of which 
reads thus: 

"The property, real and personal, of all persons in the 
State of b--Iissouri, who shall take up arms against the U nite<l 
States, or who shall be jndirectly proven to have taken active 
part with their enemies in the field, is declared to be confis
cated to public use; and their slaves, if any they have, are 
hereby declared to be free men." 

This brought forth a howl of indignation .from southern 
slave owners an<l their northern sympathizers, and weakened 
those who were trying to sustain the Government with one 
hand and slavery with the other, and this latter class was far 
too numerous. 

So great a pressure was brought to bear upon the President, 
that he caused this order to be modified, but its issuance cost 
the general his position. 

The next person to take a bold stand on this question was 
Governor Kirkwood, and that was done in his inaugural mes
sage, delivered four and a half months after the promulga
tion of Fremont's order. This message was a document no 
military order could revoke or modify, and no ~uperior offi
cer could change. It was greeted with satisfaction by all 
who were dh,satisfied with Fremont's removal. It created 
some excitement, called forth much comment, as well as 
Copperhead denunciation. Copies of it were sent for by 
parties in other States who were in sympathy with the Gov
ernor on the questions it discussed, and it did much to edu-
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cate public opinion and prepare the way for the issuing ot 

the President's proclamations that succeeded jt the following 
Septem her and January . 

It was the first State paper that looked to, and opened 
and prepared the way for the final and uttor extinction of 
slavery. 

As late as the 2nd of February, 1863, Gov. Kirkwood 
writing to the President says, '' The proclamation issued by 
you on the 1st of January last, was an act the most import
ant you have ever performed, and more important than in all 
human probability you will ever again perform." 

The President. in reply might have said, ''your last inau
gural message was the most important document that ever 
came from your pen, and in all probability you will ne,·er 
pen its equal." 

ONE OF NAT BAKER'S JOKES ON THE GOVERNOR. 

While the companies of the Fourteenth Infantry were 
being first rendezvoused at Davenport, in the summer of '61, 
and before the regiment had been organized, Governor I{irk· 
wood was suddenly called from Iowa City to Davenport ou 
business, expecting to return home the next day, but '"118 

suddenly called from there to Dubuque, where be met W. T. 
Shaw, who had been appointed its colonel, telling him the 
sa<l state the regiment was in- unorganized, its companies nu· 
lettered, with no one in command of it--and urging hin1 to 
go at once to his regiment, as it was distressingly in need of 
him. The Colonel replied that he must go home first, as be 
had been gone several days and had not a change of linen 
with him. The Governor rejoined: 

• 
"It is not an officer in fine linen, freshly laundered, that the rogt· 

ruent needs, but one with regimental authority to command it aull 
keep it in order, and it needs that badly. You have got that. and yon 
must go down at once and use it. They need that a great deal Jlll1ft1 

than you need a clean shirt." 

'fhe Colonel and Governor left Dubuque together, 611d 
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t h« former entered at once upon his duties; but the latter had 
a:i rgent call to go to Burlington, where he went, remaining 
a · w days and returning home by way of Davenport. 
Eqn·ing the Adjutant-General's office the General says: 
·C ,vernor, Sha \V has gone home and left his regiment." 

Th Governor says: ''He should not have done that. What 
l c 1e go home for1'' The General replied: "He said every 
mu he mot that was not personally acquainted with him, 
11:'t. · looking at his shirt, called him Governor Kirk\vood, 
a 1< he had borne that thing as long as he could stand it." 

s he weather was such that perspiration and shirt collars 
\\'e at war with each other, with victory always on the 
for ter's banner, and his had seen several days' service with
>Ll1 a change, the Governor ,vas in a condition to appre
·1a the joke. 

~he battle of Fort Donelson, resulting in the surrender 
1nc complete capture of this stronghoJ<l, occurred on the 
16t day of February, 1862. It was among the first victo
·ie, of the war, and the very first complete victory in which 
Io,, L troops had participated. While they had fought nobly 
1< gallantly at 'V\rilson's Creek and in the bloody battle of 

Bel 1ont, and had established the fact that they were coura
~PC s and brave and in the line of duty could boldly march 
1 ) ) the cannon's mouth, it was not till they reached Don

f• s, 1 that they became complete masters of the field over 
, b h they fought. The Iowa Legislature was then in 
,p-;, ::>n, and the news of the battle reached Des Moines the 
1el day. Both Senate and House were in session, and the 
ce} as it occurred in the House is thus described by Hon. 

Cn: les Aldrich, who was then its Clerk, in an article pub
l1sl: i in the Historical Record: 

' . was calling the roll, when I sa"v Hon. Frank W. Palmer, then 
")ta 1 Printer and editor of the Re_qister, enter the hall in a manner be 
u • ing great excitement, and glide along rapidly and noiselessly 
P t t le the circle of seats and into the Speaker's desk. In an instant 
be ?eaker, Hon. Rush Clark, Qf J ohnsoo, sprang to his feet, in the 
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very midst of a roll call, shouting at the top of his sonorous Yoice, 
' General Grant has captured Fort Donelson ! ' Then followed a scene 
which, in the language of highly-wrought novels, 'beggars all descrip
tion. ' The members sprang to their feet with the wildest cheers and 
loudest hurrahs that ever woke the echoes of the old Capitol buildint.?; 
* * * 'fhe members went fairly wild, hugging each other, shaking 
hands, cheering, and in every possible manner giving way to ex
pressions of extravagant delight. In a fe\V seconds the Senator,-, 
startled by the noise and confusion, can1e rushing in and joined in the 
scene, expressing their exultant delight." 

.As soon as order was restored, thP, House 
Resolve£l, That the Secretary of State be authorized to bring out the 

big gun and fire a salute of thirty-four rounds from Capitol Hill in 
honor of the glorious victory achieved in the capture of Fort Donelilon 
and its 15,000 men. 

The House adjourned to meet at 7 o'clock in the even
ing, but when met were too jubilant over the victory h 1 

settle down to business, ,vhen they immediately adjourned. 
and went to the Des Moines House, then the leading hotel iu 
the city, where a banquet had been prepared, around which 
they could give further vent to their feelings of joy. 

After partaking of the viands spread to refresh the 1 •in
ner man," speeches were made to refresh the ''loyal man.'' 
Mr. Aldrich, who was one of the participants at the feagt, 

, says: 
"Among the speakers at that noisy table, of ,vhom my recollection 

is most distinct, was our illustrious War Governor, Samuel J. Kiri-
wood. H is blood had been at a very high temperature over the 'freni 
affair, in which Mason and Slidell had been captured and afterwanls 
given up, and the inspiration of the occasion did not, in the least, tcntl 
to cool him off. In the midst of his remarks, every word weighing n 
pound, while the perspiration freely run dO\:vll his rugged face. be 
said: 'Parents should rear their children to hate Old England. If I 
had a sou--.' Just opposite the Governor sat poor Redfield, then a 
Senator from Dallas county, a graduate of Yale, R glorious fellow," hJ 
after\vards 'foremost fighting fell' before Atlanta. When the Go,er· 
uor reached this point, Redfield could not restain his enthusiasn1. Intl, 

bringing bis fist down upon the table with the force of a sledge halll· 
mer, exclaimed : 'By--, Governor, you shall have one!, This <len1

• 

onstration brought dO",vn the house. The Governor did not finish 1hr 
sentence. I must confess that n1y memory is misty concerning the 



• 
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mainder of this speech. I believe he soon yielded the floor to some 
1e else, but his look of sternness while uttering the ,vords I have 
1oted I have never forgotten. It was more than a joyful time. 
very Democrat in the Legislature was a 'War Democrat,' \Vhatever 

~i may have been twenty-four hours before.,, 

The next day the following dispatch was sent to the 
peaker: 

"CHICAGO, Feb. 19, 1862. 
1

' The Second Iowa acquitted themselves with great bravery at Fort 
onelson-led the best and most successful charge-have suffered 
rribly. Besides the Second, there were the Seventh, Tenth, Eleventh, 
,velfth and Fourteenth Iowa Infantry in the fight. The friends of 
ols. Tuttle, Laurnan, Perczel, Hare, Wood and Shaw will rejoice 
lat the glory of the fight and the victory belongs and is attached to 
1eir names and to the brave officers and soldiers under them. 
nother glorious page has been recorded in the history of Iowa by her 
1,llant troops in the field. With great respect, I have the honor to 
,joice in the glory of Iowa and the triumph of Union men. 

"N. B . BAKER, 

"Adjutant-General of Iowa.' ' 

But there is another and a gloomy act in the Fort Donel
)D drama. The victory was won at a cost of 600 of our 
rave boys killed or severely woun<led. One Iowa company 
1at went in to the fight with eighty men, came out with but 
x. In many an Iowa home the tears of grief were trickling 
own over the cheeks of sorrow, and the sobs of anguish were 
1ingling with the hoarse winter winds, for fathers, brothers, 
Jns and lovers slain, and for other fathers, brothers, sons 
n<l lovers suffering from painful wounds and want of care. 
'hey were where no mother's kindly hand and voice or sis-
3r's tender sympathies, or lover's inspiring look could reach 
nem. That their sufferings should be relieved as soon as 
ossible, the Legislature sent a commission of medical men 
:> look after and care for them, and make provision for their -
omfort. Governor Kirkwood took: \vith him Surgeon-Gen
ral Hughes and they accompanied the commissioners, for 
e could not rest till all had been done for the boys that 
Ol1ld be, for he felt for tben1 all the anxiety of a father. 
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The General Assembly placed at his disposal $3,000 "to 
provide for supplying the wants of the soldiers of the several 
Iowa regiments." 

HISTORY OF A FLAG- FROM DISGRACE TO 
GLORY-A STIGMA WIPED ou·r WITH 

COURAGE AND VALOR. 

The Second Iowa Volunteer Infantry was the first regi
ment enlisted in the State for the three years service, and no 
regiment was better officered than it. Four of those who 
were i,s colonels in succession, S. R. Curtis, James M. Tut
tle, J. B. ,veaver and M. M. Crocker, became generals, and 
the two who did not reach that rank died of wounds received 
in the battle of Corinth. While it was exceedingly well 
''officered," it was equalJy as well "privated," for its ranks 
,vere filled from our best class of citizens in some of the 
older counties of the State. 

They were mustered into service the last of May, and un
til the next February were on duty mostly in Missouri, their 
last service in that State being the guarding of Rebel pris
one1;s in the McDowell Medical College in St. Louis. While 
performing this latter duty, some articles were .stolen from 

, the museum of the college, and as the person, or persons, 
who clid the stealing could not be found out, the punishment 
for the theft was inflicted upon the whole regiment, end 
punishment was inflicted in an order issued by Gen. Ham
ilton, commandant of the post, declaring that the march of 
the regiment from camp to the place of embarkation to be 
taken to Fort Donelson should be made without, the tap of • 
drum, the blast of a bugle or the note of a fife, and with 
furled and unclisplaJ•ed banner. Th~ regiment was dis
graced. Their flag was hiding its bright stars and brilliant 
stripes emblems of a country's glory and a nation's pride 
- and no patriot's eye was permitteq to greet, or soldier's 
.enthusiasm to cheer, them. · 
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At the time the regiment was <lrawn up in line before the 
;ollege it had been guarding, preparatory to its march to the 
·iver, when the order disgracing it was to be read, a young 

• ady appeared \Vith a large ,vreath of flowers to be presented to 
he regiment and attached to and adorn the flag as a tribute 
:rom lo)'al citizens to the regiment for its valor, its loyalty 
ind good conduct while in St. Louis. 

The flag going down in disgrace carried the ,vreath along 
-vith it. 

To say that both officers and privates were indignant is 
'Xpressing it too mildly. They ~·ere mad, almost fighting 
nad. A \Var of words between Col. Tuttle and Gen. Hamil
on failed to procure a revocation of the order. It was an 
>utrage. It ,vas like hanging a man for murder on suspi
~ion-on public run1ors, \vithout the intervention of judge or 
U1')1 • It was punishing a thousand men for what but a few 
~onld possibly be guilt.)', and in the absence of proof that 
'Ven one of that thousand was guilty. 

The privatf\s who toolr the few articles from the 1nuseum 
vere regarded us vile culprits, while the officers ,vho took the 
vhole college, n1useum and all from its Rebel O\-vner ,vcre 
·egar<lcd as patriotic heroes. 

Col. Tuttle appeale<l to Gen. Halleck for justice, and all 
he response he could get from him ~'a~, '·Go to the front; 
}en. Grant shall give you a fighting chance, and no man 
vill, if you prove heroes, be so quick to let the country 
cno,v it as myself." They '',vent to the front.,. They 1 •got 
L fighting chance." Through the abattis, up the steep ascent 
nd o,•er the intrenchments of Donelson

1 
in the face of a 

urious storm of iron hail and leaden rain, ,vith cornra<lcs 
ulling all around them, they curried that flag till it was 
>roudly, trjumphantly planted on the intrencbments from 
vhich the Rebels had been driveN, and there it ,,;,as pern1itted 
o wave over the humiliating \Vhite flag of capitulated foes 

On its way there. Color-heurer Doolittle fall s pier<'cd 
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with four balls. The disgraced banner is then taken by 
Corporal Page, who soon falls dead. Again it \Vas raised by 
Corporal Churcher, \Vho had the strong right arm that bore 
it broken by a ball. It was then grasped by Corporal 
Twombley, who, though knocked down by a spent ball, 
arose and gallautly carried the glorious banner to the end of 
the fight. Thus in less than a week from the time it was in 
disgrace at St. Louis that disgrace was wiped out in a blazr 
of glory by the brave boys, of whose courage and valor it 
was a proud emblem. 

True to his promise, Gen. Halleck let the country kno"· 
the boys had ''proved themselves heroes," for only three 
days after the battle he telegraphed Adjutant-General Baker. 
· 'The Second Iowa Infantry proved themselves the bravest of 
the brave. They had the honor of leading the column that 
entered Fort Donelson." 

No one felt ruore keenly the reproach heaped upon this 
regiment than did Governor Kirkwood, and he wrote to Gen. 

Hamilton as follows: 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, IOWA, ( 

DES MOINES, Feb. 17, 1862. I 

Schuyler Hamilton, Brigadier-General, Vols., U. S. A., 
Commanding St. Louis Dist., St. Louis, Mo.: 

SIR-I received your letter of the 10th inst, enclosing special 
Nos. 28 and 30, dated on the 9th and 10th inst., in relation to the Sec· 
ond Regilnent Iowa Infantry. 1'he former of these orders commends 
that regiment very highly for their conduct to certain prisoners that 
,vere for a long tin1e in their custody. The latter is intended to throw 
dishonorable reflection thereon on account of the robuing and destruc· 
tion committed by its members on the museu1n. 

After mature refil·ction, I cannot con-:ent t.o retain these orders in 
my possession or to place them on the files of this department, and 
therefore return the1n with the letters enclosing them. My reasons for 
so doing are that by retaining and filing these orders I would, to soml¼ 
extent, adn1it the j ustness of the imputations contained in the latter 
order. This I ca•1not do, and there is, therefore, no other course open 
fvr me to pursue than the one indicated. The good name of her 
colc.liers is very dear to the people of Iowa, and un<lescrYcd disgrace 
,-,ball not l>y any a.ct of mine at.ta.ch to this or any othel' regiment or to 
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any individual of the brave men she has sent out to fight the battles of 
the country. 

It appears, both from the order itself and your letter, that but a 
,·ery fe\v members of the regiJnent could have been guilty of the acts 

l on which the order ,vas based, and it does not appear but that persons 
entirely outside the regiment may have committed these acts. '.fhere 
.tre Yery many members of that regiment whose standing socially, 
morally and intellectually is equal to yours or mine, who feel an im-
putation upon their honor as keenly as either of us can do, and I must 
l,e per1nitted to say that, in my judgment, it is harsh and cruel to sub
ject them to the pain of humiliation and disgrace in consequence of 
acts not committed by themselves and the commission of which by 
others they could not prevent. The feeling produced by undeserved 
punishment is never a healthy one and cannot produce desirable 
results. * * * 

I trust that measures may be taken to relieve the regiment from 
the imputation cast upon it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

Governor Kirkwood also wrote Gen. Halleck in regard to 
it. But the blood of the brave boy8 who bore it blotted out 
the stain upon their banner more completely than a deluge of 
ink from the pen of a major-general could possibly do it. 

During the session of the L egislature the flag was deliv
ered by Col. Tuttle to Hon. R. D. Kellogg, a member of the 
House, who was one of the three persons sent to Fort Donel
son to look after the wounded and sick soldiers, with the in
junction that it be placed over the Speaker's chair till the encl 
of the session and then be deposited in the archives of the 
State Historical Society. 

The presentation was made with imposing ceremonies. 
The Senate in a body and the United States officers . were 
invited to be present. 

'fhe Sergeant-at-Arms announced ''His Excellency the 
Governor and his staff bearing the flag," and upon their 
entrance the audience arose to their feet. 

His Excellency then proceeded to the Speaker's desk and 
thereupon presented the flag to the Speaker with the fol 
lowing remarks: 

, 

-
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Mr. Speaker:-The Second Io,va Regiment haYe sent by the com
mission that visited Fort Donelson to look after our wounded soldiers 
there, the flag borne by them on that bloody but glorious day, when 
our troops first entered that stronghold of rebellion, with the request 
that it hang over your chair until the adjournment and then be depos
ited in the State Historical Society, and 1 have been selected to perform 
the very pleasant duty of presenting the flag to you in accordance with 

that request. 
I have been on the ground over which our brave men bore this flag 

on that trying day. I have traced their steps over that battlefield, 
and it will al,vays be a marvel to me that human hearts and hum3.n 
hands could haYe borrie it as it ,vas borne, proudly and defiantly, amid 
the terrible difficulties and the storm of battle it the1e breasted and 
ove1 came. But the men " ' ho bore it ,Yere the men of Iowa. They had 
strong hands and brave hearts, they knew that the hopes and fears, 
the prttyers and tears of fair women and brave men went ,vith them, 
they knew they fought for God and their country, and they conquered, 
and the flag I now present, first among all borne by loyal hands, 
,vaved in triumph over the entrenchments of Fort Donelson. This is 
not the flag of a re.gi1nent merely, nor does it bear the arms of our 
State, it is the flag of our country, it bears upon its folds Stars and 
Stripes. all the Stars and all the Stripes, the same old flag bequeathed 
to us by our forefathers, very dear to us bl)th because of those from 
,vhom it came and of ,vhat it has given us, and which we intend, God 
willing, to transmiL to our children with never a star or stripe the less. 
It symbolizes to us not only the ardent patriotism, the patience, end ur
ance and the fiery valor of those who bore it first of all over the en
trenchments of Fort Donelson, but, more and better, it symbolizes to 

, us the virtues of those " 'ho formed it, the blessings it has secured to us 
and the dearest hopes for liberty throughout the world. 

I now commit it to your hands. But by this pageant we have not 
discharged our trust and duty. We o,ve it to the .flag, and to the brave 
men who have borne it and died for it, that we devote all we have, 
hearts, hands, minds and means, to the good cause till it shall again 
wave over our country and our people. 

The speaker, Hon. Rush Clark, rerei ved the flag, sus
pended it over his chair, and responded as follows: 

Hail to the flag of our country! Emblem of our nation's glory, 
the honored escutcheon of a free people! Let our flag wave evermore, 
,vith all the Stars and all the Stripes! What tongue can no,v add to 
its reno,vn? What mere words tell of the achicye1nen ts "vritten upon 
its ample folds? Who, of n1 en so high as to refuse our flag his rever
ence? What nation so proud or po\verful as to dare insult itP 



• 
TUE LIP.c.: AXD TIJIES OF SA)I UE L J. KIRKWOOD. 213 

Hail to the flag of the Io,va Second, thrice honorable! so gallantly 
upheld, so nobly defended. Who would blush to be its future cnsto-
1lians? 

Sir, to say in behalf of the meru hers of this House that ,ve are flat-
• tered by this lofty work of the confidence of I owa soldiers, they too 

· the bravest of the brave," would but meanly convey to you and them 
the depth of intense pride which this token brings us. w·e are proud 
that !he State \Vhich ,ve represent has such a regiment as that ,vhich 
followed and defended this flag. We are proud that the people who 
sent us here have sent to the field such sons and brothers as answer to 
the muster rolls of the Io\\·a Second. We are proud, too, that they are 
a portion of the constituency we serve. Permit ns, sir, through you, 
to say to the gallant officers and soldiers of the Iowa Second that we 
accept this earnest of their regard as a thing priceless as our honor. 
We have been taught from our infancy to regard this symbol of our 
nationality with the respect due from loyal and patrio tic men. We 
have looked upon it in boyhood an<l in maohootl as the token of 
our liberties. We have read npon it the consecrated history of a revo
lutionary struggle for freedo1n, blood stained and full of woe to our 
suffering forefa thers. We have learned how the tri-colored banner 
was first flung to a summer's breeze under the shadow of Bunker Hill, 
and we have follo,vetl it in history through many mighty struggles, and 
we never found it trailed in the dust of dishonor. It remained for the 
volunteer soldiery of our gallant State to add to the familiar list we 
read npon its folds those other names, '•Wilson 's Creek," " Blue 
Mills," " Belmont," and last but most significant, " Donelson. " 

The va or ous dee<ls of the Iowa Second are already a part of our 
national history and make up one of its m ost brilliant pages. It would 
be vain to rehearse them now. The unfaltering onset of these gallant 
men is ,vritten in the sleepless memory of a million free men. Noth
ing can be abated, n one of their acLh vements forgotten. 

This standard is no idle curiosity, no mer e relic of the past. Its 
folds, riddled by the murderous lead of rifles of an enemy poisoned by 
the hate that only a fratricidal foe can feel, tell of scenes of carnage 
that have few parallels, and of dauntless, unflinching bravery that 
challenges the history of the world. \~7 e only know that the unwaver
ing advance of the Iowa Second at Donelson was as resistless as the 
sweep of the tornado. 

These glorious colors were borne forward amidst the leaden rain, no 
man faltering, no n1an fearing, but still pressing forward in the face 
of a stubborn and desperate foe, till the brave work ,vas done and the 
splendid charge rewarded with a prize significant of the highest vindi
cation of our country and our cause. 

Here the human heart Lids ns pause to speak of those who have 
followed the flag of our country for the last time. Who would not die 

, 
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as they? A grateful country bas gi,en them a halloived and undying 
memory, and a generous Stale mourns for them in public silence. 
l'hey are enshrined in the great heart of a free people. 

Sir, ,ve will see that these colors are handed do,vn to the free meu 
who will co1ne after us, as a precious part of our State's proud his
tory. Let these colors be as sacred to them as "the last bequest of a 
sainted mother!'' Let the gallant volunteers in all commg time draw 
fro1n the memory that clings to these colors, the spirit of the heroic 
men that follo,ved the1n to find a soldier's grave before the entrench
ments of the enemies of their country's liberties. May the grey haired 
old man pause uncovered at the niche where this flag may be pointed 
out, and let him there relate to the youth beside him the events which 
rendered these colors immortal. Let that youth be told of the gener· 
ons love a loyal State bears to its gallant soldiery, and let him there 
be taught "to defend the flag and obey the Constitution of his country." 

The exercioes were concluded by singing the '' Star 

Spangled Banner.'' 
On the 24th of March the Governor writes Senator 

Grimes in Washington: 
" How about our Brigadiers? You know I long ago recommended 

Crocker, Dodge and Perczel and I yet think them among our best col· 
on els as you will find \V hen they are tried. Dodge has been tried at 
P ea Ridge and bas turned out just as I expected. I think him one of 
the very best military men in the State. Has Lau man been appointed? 
He acted manfully at Belmont and deserves it. Tutlles charge at 
Donelson is one of the most brilliant of this or any other war. I have 
been on the ground he charged over, and I believe that none but Iowa 
troops could have done it. Vandever did nobly at Pea Ridge, so far 
as I have learned, and all our co!onels and all our men will do the 
same as they get the chance. 

•·Can't we get some more Brigadiers? What is the situation about 
Washington generally? Don't things look more hopeful? Take timt' 
to write me a long letter sho,ving just how things stand. I thank yon 
for your speech on the navy and the gallant Foote. He is a man all 
over." 

After the battle of Pittsburg Landing he visited that 
place to lool{ after the care of ~ick and wounded soldiers. 
and see that they had proper attention. 

Writing to Col. M. M. Crocker, a month afterward, he 

says: 
Dear Col.: -My nephew, Lieut. W. W. Kirk,vood, is at my house 

very sick. His recovery is very doubtful, his disease typhoid fever 
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1rising from camp diarrhea contracted at Fort Donelson. But for this 
r would have bePn iu Washington and nrged your promotion person
ally. I haYe ,vritteu the P,·esiclent and our delegalion in your favor . 

Permit ::ne to congratulate you on your conduct at Pittsburg Land-
~ ng. Evt·ry oue speaks of you in the highest terms and none more 
riighly than I am satisfied you deserve. I think nothing will prevent 
vour promotion, unless it be determination not to appoint any more 
Brigadiers. 

~ 

About the same time he writes Col. Add H. Sanders of 
the Sixteenth: 

·' I have not any fear for you or the regiment. I did not, however, 
suppose the regiment would have done as ,vell as it did under the cir
::umstances, as new· as it was, ,vithout any opportunity for regimental 
ll'ill, ,vithont any experience in the nse of arms, it is a wonder to me 
Ghey stood at all, but Iowa. pluck carried them through as it did the 
r?ifteenth. Say to the boys one and all, I a1n delighted ,vith them and 
3xpect to hear further from them in the next battle. I am fearful iu 
regard to their health. I hope you will insist on the line officers giving 
personal attention to everything that may tend to pr,·vent sickness 
'his is very important, and I sometimes fear a much neglected part of 
·heir duty.,, 

To Gen. Schofield, commanding United States and Mis-
50uri State troops, he writes in relation to troubles on Iowa's 
:;outhern border: 

•' Yours in regard to escaped criminals in this State is received. 
r?rom a letter received from Governor Gamble I am led to believe he 
will not make auy effort for their reclamation. 

''You may rest assured that the civil officers of the United States 
~hall recei\"e all the assistance in my po\ver to give them, and I trust 
the proper steps may be taken to that end. We cannot understand 
here \vhy men who are guilty of the greatest crimes committed since 
Christ was crucified, should be permitted to live in peace and quietness 
with those whose brothers and sons they have murdered. '£rusting 
you will take such steps as may be necessary, I remain 

·•Very respectfully your obedient servant, 
"8Al\1UEL J. KIRKWOOD.'' 

His Excellency the President:- By reason of my absence from home 
the telegraphic dispatch of Gov. Morgan, requesting my signature to 
the letter of the governors of the loyal States to you, requesting you to 
call for three hundred thousand more volnnteers, did not reach me un
til the 5th inst., too late to permit me to attach my name to the letter. 
But for this my name would have accompanied those of the governors 
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of the other States, and I now assure you that the State of Iowa in the 
future as in the past, ,vill be prompt and ready to do her duty to thf' 
country in the time of sore trial. Our hat·vesL is just upon us. and wo 
have now scarcely men enough to save our crops, but if need be our 
,vomen can help harvest them. I am anxiously awaiting the requisi
tion of the Secretary of War. I ,vill be in Washington next week, 
when I hope to have the pleasure of seeing you. 

Very respectfully your obedi nt servant, 
SAMUEL. J . KIRKWOOD. 

Iowa City, July 7, 1862. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, l 
July 9, 1862. f 

PROCLAMATION OF THE GOVERNOR. 

To the People of Iowa:- ! have this day received from the Secretary 
of War a telegram, requesting me to raise as soon as practicable for the 
United States service, for three years or during the ,var, five regiments 
of volunteer infantry, being a part of the quota of this State under the 
late call of the President for 300,000 men. 

The preservation of the Union, the perpetuity of our government, 
the honor of our State, demand that this requisition be promptly met, 

Our han-est is upon us and we have fearetl a lack of force to secure 
it, but \Ve must imitate our brave Iowa boys in the field, meet new 
emergencies with ne,v exertions. Our old men and boys unfit for war, 
and if need be our women, must help to gather our harvest, ,vhile 
those able to bear arms go forth to aid their brave brethren in the 
field. The necessity is urgent. Our national escutcheon is at stake. 
The more promptly the President is furnished these needed troops, the 
more speedily will this unholy rebellion be crushed, and the blessings 
of peace again visit our land. Until then we must expect the hard
ships and privations of ,var. The time has come ,vben men must make, 
as many have already made, sacrifices of ease, comfort and business 
for the cause of the country. The enemy by a sweeping conscr1ptiou 
have forced into their ranks all men capable of bearing arms. Our 
Government has as yet relied upon the voluntary action of our citi· 
zens, but if need be the san1e energies must be exerted to preserve our 
government that traitors are using to de.;troy it. 

SA!vlUEL J . KIRKWOOD. 

TELEGRAM. 

DA VE~-PORT, August 11, 1862. 
Hon. EduJin Stanton, Secretary of War:- * * * I ,vill have ten 

regiments instead of five u Jder your requisition of July 8Lh. They 
\vill be full this week. You must accept them as volunteers. They eu-
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listed to avoid the disgrace of a draft, as they consider it, and it will 
not do to refuse them. Answer at once. 

SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

TELEGRAM. 

DAVENPORT, August 20, 1862. 
Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War:-1st. There are enough 

companies now full and that will be filled by the 23rd, to fill eighteen 
to twenty regiments. Our whole State appears to be volunteering. 

2nd. The companies are now coming into rendezvous as rapidly 
as I can furnish blankets for them. Could have them all in nextweek 

~ if I had blanket..:, and could build quarters fast enough. Have blankets 
for only five regiments 

3d. I don't want any further time than the 23d. All I want is to 
put into regiments all the companies full on that day. If I don't get 
this permission I will have to volunteer myself and leave the State. 

SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

In filling up the last regiment there was a surplus of one 
company, and the question was which one of the eleven was 
to be the supernumerary and he left at home, for all wanted 
to go. In making u speech to them, the Governor said he 
was in as bad a. dilemma as one of his old Ohio friends found 
himself. A couple of brothers by the name of James and 
Joseph Jenkins were living together, James newly married 
and Joseph single. In process of time James' wife spent her 
leisure moments in making small clothes for a young stranger 
whom she expected to come and live with her. During a 
temporary absence of the bachelor brother, the little stranger 
arrived, and his little twin brother came with him. On Jo
seph's return he found his brother in a state of great excite
ment almost going crazy, and he says, '' What's the matter 
Jim, ain't Sally doing well?" ''Yes, Sally's doing well 
enough." '' Is anything wrong with the baby? " '' No the 
baby's all right." ''Well, what's the matter then?" "Mat
terl matter enough, Sail's got two babies and she's got clothes 
for only one of them." 

Now, says the Governor, you can appreciate my dilemma 
in calling for only ten companies and getting eleven when 
I have places and clothes for only ten. 

, 

• 
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PROCLAMATIO~ BY THE GOVERNOR. 

The quota of this State of the 300,000 volunteers called for by the 
President on the 2d of July last is 10,570 . 

'fhe quota of this State of the 300,000 militia required to be draftl•tl 
by order of the President 4th of August ins, ant is 10,570. 
• The quota of the first call is over full by the pronipt at1d patriotie 

·response of our people within the last few weeks. · I am satisfied that 
from fifteen to twenty thousand men are now organized into com1 1a
nies awaiting organization into new regiments, and I am urging upon 
the War Department the acceptance of the whole number, and that 
our State be credited with the excess upon the second call for drafted 
men. But the War Department refuses, as yet, to giYe us i-uch credit 
until the number of men r equired to fill the old regiments (8,005) shall 
have been furnished. 

These men for the old regiments are sorely needed, and the cause of 
the country is better served by filling the old regiments than by raising 
ne,v ones. 

'l'he officers and men of the old regiments have gained a knowledg~ 
of their duties by experience in the field, aud new recruits joini11g 
their regiments have the benefit of this knowleuge gained by their 
officers and comrades. An old regiment filled up with ne\V recruits is 
more effective at the end of two ,veeks than a new regiment at the end 
of two months. In order, then, to get the credit due our State for the 
excess furnished over the first call, and in order to give the couut1y 
this most effective assistance and sorely-needed help, we must fill up 
the old regiments. We can do this by volunteering until the first of 
September. If not done by that time the deficiency ,vill be supplied 
by special draft, in addition to the draft under the second call. 

I appeal, then, to every man for aid. Let everything else be laid 
aside until this needed ,vork is done. Let the young men whose 
brothers and friends are in the old regiments take their places by their 
sides. Any person desiring to enter an old regiment can select the 
regimeut and company he chooses, and then go with his acquaintances 
and friends. 

So deeply am I impressed with the imperative necessity of filling 
the old regiments that I will, at the extra session of the General Assem
bly to convene on the third day of September, 1 ecommend to that body 
the creation of a State bounty, of such sum as may be deemed advis
able, to all persons who shall, before the first day of September next. 
enlist in auy one of the old regiments of this State. 

I also earnestly advise all companies now incomplete, and which 
'\.Vill noi certainly be completed by the 23d instant, to abandon tbeit• 
1\ttempt al organization as companies and enlist for the old regi· 
oients. * * * 

SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 
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In a postscript of a letter to the President August 21st, 
1e Governor writes: 

"I am satisfied Io,va has to-day not less than eighteen, and, I be
~eve, t,venty, new regiments ready for organization, 1n addition to the 

~ 

venty-one now in the field. · S. J. K." 
. . 

This would make 40,000 men raised in -the State in six
~en months, and this number reached 60,000 before the first 
ay of January following. 

Writing to Geo. W. Handy, an orderly sergeant, he says: 

'' [ have just received a letter, signed by some others and yourself, 
1 regard to what you call 'State pay.' I confess to some surprise at 
he tenor of your letter, but overlook it in view of the fact that you 
rere doubtless misled. Let me state the facts. Last year the United 
,talcs paid the soldiers, not from the da.te of enlistment, but from the 
ate of mustering in of the regiment, and the State paid from the date 
f enlistment up to the date of the muster. '.fhe effect of this ,vas that 
he soldiers had to take State ,varrants ('State Shin-plasters') for that 
,ortion of their pay and sell them for what they could get and stand 
he 'shave.' I did not think this ,vas best for the boys and, with 
,thers, tried to have it changed and succeeded in doing so, so that now 
he soldiers get their pay from the United States from the day of enlist• 
nent, and of course get it in money and not in ·Shin-plasters.' There 
s no time for which t he State bas to pay, because the United States 
>ay from the v er11 first day of enlistment. For ,vhat time, then, is the 
;tale to pay you ? This arrangement is much better for the soldier 
~nd much worse for the 'shaver '-the soldier gets all money and the 
shaver' bas no chance 21.t him. The officers are not so well ca.red for; 
heir pay commences at the day of their muster, and they are com
>elled to take 'State Shin-plasters' for what is due them before the 
,ime. 

"I trust you will from this statement see that you have been 
!ntirely too hasty in charging me or any one else with neglect of your 
nterest. Permit me to say there is too much disposition to charge 
;vrong on others without a careful examination to know whether it is 
leserved. You will all learn, I hope, that others may be as honest and 
ts patriotic as yourselves, and that it is possible for you to be mistaken 
n views hastily adopted. Whether any one has purposely misled you 
n this matter, I, of course, do not know. 

"One thing further. You threaten to vote the Democratic ticket. 
N" ow, you must at all times do just as you please about that. You 
have as much interest in the government as I have. I don 't vote the 
Democratic ticket because I think the Democratic party is wrong. If 

• 

... 
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I thought it ,vas right, I would ,·ote thal ticket. Yon must judge for 
yourselves and vote as you think right on all occasions; but allow me 
to repeat the caution that you do not arrive at conclusions too hastilj. 
and that you don't a.Uo,v yourselves to be misled by designing men to 
vote the Democratic or any other ticket. If you can stand the success 

. of the Democracy, I will try to do so too. 
"When you write again, don't take it for granted that everythi:n1ia 

wrong till you learn all the facts. 
' 'Very respectfully, 

"SAMUEL ,J. KIRKWOOD.'' 

On the 3d of September the General Assembly met in 
special session. Hon. Rush Clark addressed the House as 
follows: 

"Gentlemen of the House of Representatives :-The hour has arrived 
at which it becomes my duty to call you to order. I will not delay 
your proceedings by a ,vorct. While the safety of our beloved country 
hangs in a trembling balance, let us do well, but quickly, what the in· 
terests of a co1nmon constituency demand. , hen a million bayonet~ 
are clashing about the nation's heart, our words may well be Jew. 
The mighty issue still is: • Have we a government? ' Before our ad· 
journment here that issue may be decided forever. Let us do our 
duty to the Commonwealth and trust the God of Nations for the 
result. We are ready to perfect the organization of the House." 

That being accomplished the following message was read: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, Sept. 3, 1862. 
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of R epresentatives : 

You have been convened in extraordinary sessio.a to consider some 
questions vitally affecting the public welfare, which, in my judgmeut, 
require your immediate action. 

When you closed your last regular session, the belief prevailed 
very generally that the strength of the rebellion against the General 
Governme t had been broken, and your legislation upon some ques• 
tions of great public interest v1as controlled by that belief. The lapse 
of time has shown that belief to be erroneous, and a change of legil:ilS· 
tion on those questions has therefore become necessary. 

The provision made for our sick and wounded soldiers, and ior 
their return to their homes on furlough, will, under existing circuro· 
stances, prove wholly inadequate. The largely increased number of 
our soldiers that will be shortly in the field, and the great length of 
time they will be exposed to the danger of disease and the casualties 
of battle, will render absolutely necessary a large increase of tbe fund 
provided for their care and comfort. The extraordinary expenses of 
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V office have also been, and ,vill probably continue to be, largely in
' eased in consequence of the ne,v demands that ha Ye been and may 

made upon the State. I, therefore, recommend to your favorable 
, nsideration such increase of the contingent fund for extraordinary 
, penses of this office as ,vill be sufficient to enable me to do for the 
llant men, who so nobly represent our State in the army of the 
1ion, ,•,rhen suffering fro1n wounds and diseasA, that which every 
ya.I heart so anxiously desires should be done, and also enable me to 
rry on successfully the 1nany and arduous labors imposed upon this 
flee, in promptly responding to all the demands made upon the State 
r the support of the Government. 

' The labors of the office of Adjutant-General have been largely in
eased, and must continue to be very great as long as the war lasts, 
td for some time after its close. This State will soon have in the field 
,arly or quite 50,000 men, and the interest and welfare of our soldiers 
1d their friends require that the records of that office should be fully 
1d carefully kept. The Adjutant-General now discharges, in addition 
the proper duties of that office, t be duties of Quartermaster-General 

td Paymaster-General. It is, in my judgment, impos::iible for one 
ficer properly to superintend the labors of these three departmt·nts . 
he amount of labor and attention required is more than one person 
.n give, and the necessary ,vork cannot be so promptly done or so 
ell done as if there was a proper division of labor. I recommend 
at I should be authorized to appoint an assistant Adjutant-General, 
ho shall act as Paymaster-General. A Quartermaster-General can 
~ appointed under existing law, and then the duties now imposed 
)On the Adjutant-General can be so divided and arranged as, in my 
dgmeut, to greatly benefit the public service. 
In my judgtnent, the compensation of the adjutant-General is not 

lequate, either to the labor or responsibility of his position, and I 
.commend an addition thereto, either by allowing him a contingent 
r traveling expenses or by an incre,1se of his salary. 
Congress has provided hy law an allotment system by which our 

,ldiers can set aside a portion of their monthly pay and have the 
.me paid at their homes to snch persons as they may designate, with
lt risk or expense. The benefits of this system are obvious and 
·eat. Commissioners have been appointed by the Pres:dent, but un
~r the la"' the compensation of these commissioners must be paid by 
,e States, and as no appropriation has been made for that purpose, our 
,ldiers and their frlends haYe not, as yet, enjoyed the benefits of the 
·stem. One of the commissioners is no,v engaged in procuring the 
lotments of our regiments before they leave the State, and I earnestly 
icommend such an appropriation as will secure the benefits of this 
'Stem to all our soldiers. 

Since your adjournment Congress has passed a law donating public 

' 
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lands to ~uch of the several States and territories as may provide col• 
leges for the benefit of agriculture and the mechanic arcs. Under this 
law, th is State is entitlld to a donation of 240,000 acres of land. It is a 
most munificent donation, and for a most worthy pur,pose. It is of great 
importance that immediate action be had by you touching this grant. 
By taking such action the State can secure the entire amount of the 
lands within her own limits, and consequently control their manage• 
ruent and disposition . Should action in this matter be postponed till 
the next regular session, other States may select their lands within the 
limits of this State, and manage and dispose of them in a manner very 
undesirable to us. I recommend the subject to your careful consider-
a tion. * * * 

It is of the highest importance that the numerical strength of the 
regiments from this State be maintained in the fie ld. Many of our old 
regiments have been much reduced in numbers, and thus the expense 
of maintaining them in proportion to their numbers is much increased, 
while their efficiency is much diminished. Our new regiments ·will go 
out full , and the old ones will soon be filled, but in a short time their 
numbers will be again reduced. To remedy this evil, I recomn1cnd 
that with the approval of the proper Federal authorities .a camp of in• 
struction be established at some suitable point in this State sufficient 
to accommodate 1.000 men; that the several counties be required to 
furnish their equitable proportion of that number of men to place in 
camp under instruction; that when men are needed to Lill the rauk5 of 
any of our regiments, requisitions be made for the proper nun1ber 
which shall be filled as nearly as may be from the men in camp from 
the counties in which the companies co1nposi.ng the regiment were 
organized , and their places in camp be immediately supplied by new 
men from the same counties. This is entirely just to all the counties; 
will send the men into companies composed of their neighbors aud 
friends, and will keep up our regiments to t.heir effective strength 

On the 17t.h day of August I issued a proclan1ation urging upon our 
people the strong necessity of filling up our old regiments, and as nu 
inducement to enlistments for that purpose declared my in teutiou of 
recommending to you the payment of bounties by the State to all "·ho 
should enlist for the old regiments, between the date of proclamation 
and the first day of the present month. I have not yet learned tho 
number of men who haYe thus enlisted between the dates named, but 
l recommend to you that an approp1 ia.tion for the purpose of paying 
to each of them such bounty as you ma.y deem advisable. 

The theory of our government is that the people rule. This theor) 
can be carried into practical effect only through the ballot bu;!.'. . 
Thereby the people mould and direct the operations of the govern· 
ment and settle all questions affecting the public welfare. The right 
of suffrage is therefore highly p1·ized by all good citizens, and should 

t 
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oe exercised by them at all times, and especially at times when ques
;ions of grave importance are presented for solution. There never has 
)een, pet haps there never will again be a time when questions so im
)Ortant, interests so vital as those now demanding action at the hands 

~>f our people were, or ,vill be submitted to them. The very life of the 
1ation is at stake, and 1nay be as fatally lost at the ballot box as on the 
)attlefield. Under st1ch circumstances it is not only the right but the 
luty of all good citizens to exercise the right of suffrage, and to see to 
t that the principles for the preservation of which our people are so 
·reely offering their treasure and rife, are not jeopardized, are not lost 
n the halls of legislation-State or National. A very large number of 

,.he electors of the State are in the army. We say but little when we 
1ay that these men are as good citizens, as intelligent, as patriotic, as 
le,·oted to their country, as those who remain at home. Under exis~ 
ng laws these citizens cannot vote, and unless these laws can lie 
:banged it may be that the sam8 cause they are periling life in the 
ield to maintain, may be lost at home through supineness or treachery. 
· therefore recommend that the laws be so modified that all n1embers 
>f Io,va regiments, who ,vould be entitled to vote if at home on the 
lay of election, be allowed to vote wherever they may be stationed in 
he United States, and that provision be made for receiving and can
·assing their votes. 

There are in this State some religious bodies who entertain peculiar 
·ie,vs on the subject of bearing arms, and whose religious opiuions 
onscientiously entertained preclude their doing so. Their members 
.re generally ainong our most quiet, orderly and industrious and 
1eaceful citizens, and their sympathies are wholly with the govern
uent in this struggle now going on for its preservation, yet they can-
1ot conscientiously bear arms in its support. It appears to me it 
v-ould be unjust and wholly useless to force such men into the army 
.s sold ers, and yet it would not be just to the government or to other 
itizens that they should be v,holly relieved from the burdens that 
lhers haYe to bear. I suggest therefore tha.t these persons who ca.n
ot conscientiously render military duty be exempted therefrom in 
ase of draft upon payment of a fixed sum of money to be paid to the 
,tate. 

Startling rumors have recently reached me of danger to our people 
n the north,vestern frontier from hostile Indians I immediately 
espatched Schuyler R. Ingham of Des Moines to the scene of danger 
,·ith arms and ammunition and full :1.uthority to act as circumstances 
night require. I have not yet had a report from him, but will imme
iately upon receipt of such report communicate with you by special 
oessage should the emergency require your attention. 

'The condition of the rountry is surh as justly to cause anxiety and 
istrust, but not despondency to the patriot. It is true the rebellion 

I 
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against the government has assumed a magnitude and shown a 
strength ,ve did not anticipate, but it is also true that the government 
has exhibited a degree of po,ver for its suppression that the most san
guine did not dream of. Our rulers and our people ha.Ye at last real• 
ized the extent of the task before them, and have girded themselves to 
the ,vork like men. We have all, rulers and people, at last learned, 
on a page all blotted ,vith tears and blood, that in this war conciliation 
and kindness are more than useless, and that the enemy, ,vhose social 
fabric is based upon force, respects only force, and can be subdued by 
force alone. We are learning, if we have not yet learned, that it is 
wise to strike the enemy " ·here he is ,veakest, and to strike him there 
continually and with all our po,ver, that God's blessing upon our 
cause will surely bring its triumph, and that " 'e cannot with confidence 
claim that blessing until our cause by being made in all things like 
Him-pure and holy, fully deserves it. If we have fully learned these 
lessons, and shall fairly act upon them, we will soon triumph. If we 
have not learned them we will yet do so and y.re will then triumph. 

SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

Such was his anxietv to have all done for the soldiers 
V 

that could be, that on the 10th of September the Governor 
sent in the following special message: 

Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives: 
The burthens of the war now being waged by vur people for the pres

ervation of our government bear heavily on us, and should be borne 
as equally as possible. These burthens are of two kinds: First, that of 
1uilitary duty in the field, and second, that of taxation at home. It 
seems to me to be unequal and unfair that those of us who bear the 
first of these burthens should be compelled to share ,vith those of us 
who remain at home the second; that the soldiers ,vho are fighting 
our battles in the field should also be compelled to pay their share of 
taxes equally with those who do not share their perils and pri\,ations 

The compensation paid to those of our soldiers y.•ho hold co1nmis
sions is sufficiently liberal to enable them to pay their taxes "•ith· 
out inconvenience, but it is not so with their no less worthy, but 
less fortunate comrades. It would be a just recognition by us ol 

our appreciation of the patriotism and self-sacrifice of the 113-tter, 
if we were to release them during their services from all taxe:i 
levied under State laws and it rloa btless would be news of com
fort and cheer to tbem amid the dangers and trials by which they ar•· 
surrounded for our sakes, that we be careful that the houses that shel
tered their "ives and little ones had been secured from danger of sal~ 
for taxes, by our voluntary assumption of their share of the one bur· 
then, while they are bravely bearing our share of the other. I there· 



THE LIFE AND TIMES OF SA~IUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 225 

re recommend to you that you pass a law exempting from all taxa
)n under the laws of the State the real and personal property of all 
,n-commissioned officers and privates in the regiments of this State 
the army of the United States during their continuance in service, 

~ d that for the current year there be added to the per centum of tax
: .on upon the valuation of the property of all the other tax payers 
' 3 sum of one-fourth of one mill on each dollar of such valuation to 
1 ver the deficiency in revenue created thereby. 

SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD . 

• 

l 
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CHAPTER XII. 
' 

Laws Passed-Meeting of Loyal Governors-Iowa's Quota Filled Willi· 
out Drafting-Thanksgiving Proclamation-Battle of Corinth-Iowa 
Regiments Engaged-Letter to Col. Crocker-To Surgeon Oochran
To Gen. Her1·on-Governor' s Anxiety for Sick Soldiers- Writes Sec
retary of War in Their Behalf-Knights of Golden Oircle-Proclania· 
tion-Writes Secretary of War Again. 

At this session of the Legislature the most important bills 
passed were, one prompted by the horrid massacre by In· 
dians in Minnesota, for the protection of the northwestern 
frontier from hostile Indians; one permitting counties to 
pay bounties for enlistments, and to aid in the support of the 
families of enlisted soldiers; one for the reorganization and 
discipline of the militia: one for the appointment of sanitnrr 
agents; one appropriating $30,000 for the extraordinary PX· 

penses of the Executive Department and the relief of sick 
and wounded soldiers, and one providing for taking the 
vote at . certain State elections of the qualified voters who 
are absent from the State in the n1ilitary service of the 
State. Much ,vas done under the Ja,v toward organizing anti 
disciplining the militia at hon1e, and much was done for the 
relief of the families of enlisted soldiers, and a vast amount 
of good was accomplished by the sanitary agents in providing 
sanitary stores nnd for,varding the1n to the sick and woundc<I 
soldiers in hospital and in camp. These agents were tbr 
ministering angels of mercy that tempered and relieved the 

rugged and cruel asperities of ,var. 
At this extra session, in the appropriation hill was 11n 

item or t,vo which did not meet ,vith the Governor's favor. 
and when the bill had been passed and was presented to biDl 
for his signature, a personal friend and an eyewitness of the 
transaction says, "For once I sa,v the usually good naturcJ 
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GoYcrnor thoroughl)· n1ad. There was a dishonest drain ma< le 
on the treasury by this bill which he ,vanted to stop, hut 
could not ,~ell <lo it, as the General Assembly was on the 

~ verj~ eve of adjournment." 
I Govt'rnor l{irk,voocl was one of the loyal Governors who 

n1et at Altoona, and the follo,ving is his account of that 
rneeting an<l their subsequent intervie,v ,vith the Presicfent, 
,,·ritten as it })Urports to be for the ''Iowa Historical 
Record," and publishecl in that journal in the January 
number, lb92. 

In relation to the draft ,vhich ,vas resorted to to raise our 
quota of troops, I quote fro1n nn article written for the Iowa 
Historical Record hy Mr. N. H. Brainerd, Military Secretary. 

THE LOYAL GOVERN"ORS AT ALTOONA IN 1862. 

Editor lowa Historical Record: 
1\1Y DEA.R S1R:-ln accordance with your request I hand you here

with a brief history of the convention of the Governors of the loyal 
'tates held at Altoona, Penn., in September, 1862. 'fho convention 
mPt in response to a circular sent to its 111embers by Gov. Curtin of 
Pennsylvania, signed by himself, and as I now recollect by the Gov
ernor of one or two of the other Eastern States. Part of its doings is 
;hown in its address to the President, prepared by Gov. Andre,v of 
:\Iassachnsetts, and published at the ti1ne; and another part consisted 
, f an intervie\.V with the President, ,vhich so far as I know has not 
1itherto been n1ade pn blic, a brief and inco1nplcte stateu1ent of ,vhich 
( no,v endeaYor to supply. 

Sometime during tbe first half of Septe1nber, 1862, I received a 
!ircular, signed by Gov. < 'urtin of Pennsylvania and one or t\.YO other 
lovernors of States east of the Alleghanies, requesting the Go\·ernors • 
,f all the loyal States to meet at Altoona, Penn , for consultation in 
·egard to the then critical condition of public affairs. I felt it 1ny duty 
,o attend the meeting an<l ditl so. ~Jost of the Go,crnors of the loyal 
;tates attended personally or by proxies <ltd~• authenticated. I a rrived 
111 the 22d clay of September, and those present 111et on that day in 
,rivate session and con,-ersed freely touching the conclilion of the> 
ountry I got the New York papers of that day E'ith<>r at, Creston, a 
tation \Vest of Altoona, or at Altoona, an<l ,va-; delighted to f111cl 

'"'Thoe~ who m~t wore A.G. Curtlo, Penn.; Jobn A. Andrew, \.la~e , Hlchard Yates, 
I ; lera<>I \,\ aehbnrne-, Jr, 1\fl'I ; Edward ~olornon, \VI'-. Sa11111Pl ,J Kirkwood Ja · 

P. Morton,i ( by D. G. Rose) Ind. ; Wm . l:iprague, R I.; F. 11. Plerrlepont, Va. , David 
od, O.; N. ::;. Berry, N. H.; Austin .Blair, l\Uch. 



\ 

228 THE LIFE AND TIMES OF SA:\1UEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

therein the Emancipation Proclamation of President Lincoln. It was 
afterwards claimed by son-.e people that the Proclamation was not 
the deliberate judgment of the President, but that he was largely in
flnenced in issuing it by the action of our convention. This is a 
mistake, as the Proclamation was publi bed before we met. 

The Proclamation was freely discussed by us. Its issuance by the 
President ,vas heartily approved by most if not all present, and it ,vas 
r esolved that an address to the President should be prepared for pre
sentation to him expr essing that approval. Gov. Andrew "·as 
appointed to prepare the address and he did so. We then discussed 
the condition of military affairs and especially the fitness of Gen. 
l\IcClellan for military command. On this point there ,vas sorue 
difference of opinion, but my recollection is that a decided majority 
'"ere of opinion that the publio ,velfare would be promoted by his 
retire1nent from the command of the Army of the Potomac. But as 
there was not the same accord of opinion on this point as there -.vas in 
r egard to the Emancipation Proclamation, it was decided that the 
address to be prepared by Gov. Andrew should not include any 
expression of opinion in regard to Gen. McClellan, and that we should 
go to Washington and have an interview with the President, at which 
snch of us as choose so to do might say ,vhat we thoughL on that sub
jccl. We went to Washington accordingly and an interview was 
al'ranged for, at which GoY. Andre,v read the address to President 
Lincoln, to which he made a suitable reply. This interview wa, 
private at our request, because we thought as ,ve ,vere not in full 
accord it would be better not to make public our difference of opinion. 
Several of us expressed our opinions in regard to Gen. McClellan, 
some favorable and some not favorable. Among others I gave roy 
opinion very decidedly unfavorable. I cannot give the names of those 
on the one side or the other or the reasons assigned by any of thero, 
nor can I undertake to use the language used by myself, merely the 
substance of it. In order to understand my position it is necessary to 
explain my understanding of the position of the country at the time. I 
I did not know Gen. McClellan personally, we bad never met. All I 
knew of him ,vas ,vhat I had learned from others and the public 
prints, and it may be I did him injustice, but I think not. I did know 
l\lr. Lincoln personally, not intimately, but I think thoroughly. H1

' 

,Yas, in my judgment, next to Washington, the greatest man our 
country has produced. In private life he was genial, gentle and 
kindly. As a public man rigidly honest, exceptionally intellig1•11t. 
earnest, unselfish, brave and devoted to the preservation of the Uniou 

\Vhat progress had been made in September, 1862, in putting do,, 11 

the rebellion'? In the ,vest our annics had done so1ue good ,vork; '" 
held the Mississippi do,vu to l\:lcrophis, and the navy bad captured anti 
held Ne,v Orleans, thus leaving Vicksburg and Port Hudson the onl.l 
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obstacles to the free navigation of that great river. These obstacles were 
removed by the capture of Vicksburg and Port Hudson in July of the 
next year and the Confederacy deprived of the va.st resources of the 
rebel territory west of the river. Our ,vestern armies had fought the 

~ battles of Fort H enl'y, Fort Donelson, P e:1 Ridge, Corinth and Wilson's 
Creek, and covered themselves with glory. 

What had the army of the Potomac done? It had done as much 
and as hard fighting as the western armies but with what result'? If 
the results were not glorious and profitable the fault was not with the 
soldiers; where was it? I then thought and still think it was with the 
commander. He ,vas of1#in a quarrel with the President, the Cabi-

,net and the Radicals, as he called a large portion of the Republican 
members of Congress. Re seemed to think the salvation of the coun
try depended on him alone and was continually complaining. When 
urged to make a forward movement long before he did he insisted 
that his trooi s were ra,v, undisciplined and not properly equipped, 
but, cli<l not remember that our troops in the west were as ra\-v and 
nndiscipliued, aud n1ore poorly equipped than his, and yet did great 
,hings. The Army of the P otomac had the first and best of every
hiug and our ,vestern armies had ,vbat was left. The army of the 

Potomac was better and sooner armed, better clothed, better equipped 
n every way thau our ,vestern armies. The public position I then 
1elcl co1npelled me to know it, and I ,vas· sometimes angry, and I 
·ear at times a little profane about it, and yet .our western troops 
vere al,vays doing something and McClellan was only getting ready. 

It was ,vith this knowledge and in this temper I had the conversa
ion ,vith President Lin coln, ,vhich I am about to relate. After the 
·ea.ding of our address by GoYernor Andre,v and the President's reply, 
said to the President that I spoke only for our l o,va people; that, in 

heir judgment, Gen. l\ilcClellan was unfit to command his army; that 
tis army was ,vell clothed, well arn1ed, well disciplined, ~'ere fighting 
n a cause as good as men ever fought for, and fought as 
,ra,ely as men ever fought, and yet ,vere continually ,vhipped, 
ntl our people did not think he was a good general who was 
l\\·ays whipped. Mr. L incoln smiled in his genial way and said, 
You Io"va people, then, jn<lge generals as you do lawyers, by their 
uccess in trying cases." I replied, "Yes, something like that; the 
1,vyer ,vho is al,vays losing his cases, especially ,vhen he was right 
n<l had justice on his side, don't get much practice in I owa." After 
01ue further talk in the same vein I spoke upon another point, in 
: hich I felt intense interest and upon ,vhich I had some fear my 
einarks ,vould not be received in the sa1ne spirit. But I thought I 
ue,v l\lr. Lincoln well enough to know that he would not take offense 
nless he had cause to believe offense ,vas intended, and I thought he 
new me ,vell enough to know I would not intend to offend him. I 
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said, ''Mr. President, our Io,va people fear and I fear that the Admin• 
istration is afraid to remove Geu. J\IcClellan." I sa"v the color come 
to his cheek, and felt that I had blundered aod I hastened to explain. 
'•Understand me, ,, I said, ",ve fear t.hat the strong efforts made by 
Gen. l\iicClellan and his toadies in the army to attach bis soldiers to 
him personally, and their efforts an<l the efforts of a certain class of 
politicians outside the army to cause his soldiers to believe that the 
severe criticisms to ,vhich the General has been subjected, are intended 
to apply to them (the soldiers) as well as to him (their commander) 
have so prejudiced his soldiers' minds as t~ake it unsafe to remove 
him for fear his removal might cause insub'ffllination, perhaps mutiny. 
That is what I meant when I spoke of your being afraid to remove 
him.'' And it was precisely what I meant, althougk I had blundered 
in not saying just ,vhat I meant. 1\-lr. Lincoln was silent for a brief 
space, and then he said slo~rly and with emphasis, "Governor Kirk
wood, if I believed our cause ,vould be benefited by removing Gen. 
McClellan to-mo1TO\V, I would re111ove him to-morro,v. I do not so 
believe to-day, but if the time shall come when I shall so believe, I will 
remove hin1 promptly, and not till then .1

' I felt and expressed myself 
perfectly satisfied, for I knew he meant and would do just what be 
said; and so ended our intervie,v, so far as 1 was concerned. 

In reviewing at this late day the then situation, one thing is 
strongly impressed on my mind: Gen. McClellan was or tried to be 
too much of a politician and not enough of a soldier. His Harrison 
Bar letter, indeed his whole history as "\Vritten by himself, I think 
shows this. It was a happy day for our country ,vhen Grant, Sher· 
man, Sheridan and Thomas, ,vho ,ve1:e, and were content to be, 
soldiers and did not aspire to be politicians as ,vell, devoted them· 
selves to whipping the Rebel armies and left the managemerrt of our 
political affairs to those to whom the people had entrusted it. 

8. J. KIRKWOOD. 
Iowa City, Dec. 20, 1891. 

In relation to the draft which was resorted to to raise our 
quota of troops, I quote from an article written for the 1010a 

Historical Record by Mr. N. H. Brainerd, military secretary 
during Governor Kirkwood's administration: 

''When the first call was made for 75,000 men for three months of 
service, there seemed almost a fight for places, and in Iowa two re5i 
ments were enlisted when but one was called for and could be 
accepted. But such was the spirit of the enlisted men that so soon as 
a call came for enlistments for three years service, 1 his second regi· 
ment, which had enlisted but for three months, went bodily into the 
three years service. As the conflict progressed and increased in mag· 
nitude, the Government, in 1862, issued a call for 800,000 men to be 
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nlisted for three ,years service, and for another 300,000 to be enlisted 
>r nine months, if possible, but if not, then to be drafted. Then was 
1e time we sa,v the \var spirit on the rampage here in Io,va. ln our 
,vu county (Johnson) ,ve saw 700 men go into the T,venty-second 

l egiment, \Vhile some 500 had gone out before. The quota for Iowa , 
1 each one of these calls " 'as 10,500 men. 'The first was soon filled. 

"As to the second, Governor Kirk"'ood said he would not put in a 
tan for nine months. He said it took nine months for raw recruits to 
"come of value as soldiers-to become inured to camp and march-to 
1ange of food and habits, and the exposure incident to army life and 

~ ficient in drill and the use of arms. By the time they had got thus ' 
.r and were beginning to be soldiers in deed, their term of enlistment 
·ould expire and they be lost to the service. So he called upon the 
ttriotism of Io,va to fill this call, also, with three years men; and so 
ell was this call responded to that the whole number were so enlisted 
1d sent to the field. 

••Of all the wise things done by Governor Kirkwood during the 
ar, and there ,vere very many of them, none were wiser than this. 
ad this call been filled throughout the country in the same manner, 
e Rebellion would have collapsed much sooner than it did, and tens 
thousands of precious lives and hundreds of millions of treasure 

jen saved. But all Governors did not have Iowa patriotism to draw 
)On. But Iowa received at Washington credit fo1· only the number 
men sent, without reference to the length of time for ,vhich they 

ere enlisted. 

''As the ,var progressed with all its casualties, and the expiration 
the enlistment of the nine months men, more recruits were wanted, 

1d as they could not be enlisted fast enough a draft was ordered in 
68, and Iowa "'as called upon to furnish troops under it. I then 
ggested to GoT"ernor Kirkwood that Iowa ,vas entitled to credit for 
e length of tinie of enlistments, as well as for the number of men 
11isted. He directed me to correspond ,vith the War Department and 
·esent the claim. This I at once did and received prompt reply that 
e claim was just, but that the Department was overwhelmed with 

.:>rk, 11.nd had no time then to adjust the matter, but ,vould do so and 
ve due credit on any subsequent call; that the necessity for men ,vas 
ost pressing, and this draft must go on as it did early in 1864. In 
lly, 1864, another draft \Vas ordered, and Iowa had not received her 
to credit. Governor Kirkwood 1s last term closed in January, 18G4, 
1cl Governor Stone succeeded him. He also pressed this claim for 
edit; but it was not till January 23, 1865, that he was enabled to 
3ue his proclamation announcing that, 'After a careful settlement 
th the War Department and adjustment of credits due under previ-

1s calls, together ,vith recent enlistments, \Ve are gratified in being 
,le to announce that all demands by the Government upon this State 

-
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for troops haYe been filled, and that we are placed beyond the liability 
of a draft under the impending call for 300,000 one year men.' ,, 

Had proper credit for these three-year men been obtained 
as the men were furnished, our quota would have been full 
when the first draft was ordered, and with the enlistments 
which were constantly being made, all calls would have been 
met by enlistments, and Iowa at no time subject to draft. 
The 10,500 for three years were equal in time of service to 
42,000 men enlisted for nine months. In actual value they 
were vastly greater than this. They were, after the nine 
months expired, veterans iu service to the close of the war, 
while some of the greatest embarrassments the government 
encountered were from the expiration of the terms of the 
nine months' men from the other States. 

,> This was one of the most striking and creditable events 
in Iowa' glorious war record-that she went so far beyonJ 
the demand made upon her by the government as to furni:;li 
this so vastly greater support than she was asked to do, or 
than any other State did do or attempt to <lo. The initia
tion of this was due to the good sense and ~ound judgment 
of Gov. Kirkwood. The fulfillment of it was due to the 
abounding patriotism and heroic valor of the young man-

hood of Iowa. 
There was no draft during Gov. Kirkwood's adminis· 

tration. 

THANKSGIVING PROCLAMATlON. 

To the People of Iowa: 
In token of our dependence upon the Supreme Ruler of the universe, 

the more especially in this the hour of peril to the nation, in fervent 
thanksgiving 'to him, that no pestilence has prevailed in our midst, 
that the labors of the husbandman have been measurably rewarded, 
and for the many blessings vouchsafed ns as individuals and citizen~. 
in deYout acknowledgment of His sove1 eignty and over-ruling Provi
dence, and in heartfelt gratitnde that our armies in the field have won 
such renown in the great cause of the Union, that our citizens at hoDle 
have been inspired with such devoted loyalty, and munificence io 
relieving our brave soldiers, and that ,ve have been permitted to folio" 
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iu a peaceful manner our usual pursuits, ,vhile ,var is desolating our 
land, I, Samuel J. Kirk,vood, do hereby appoint Thursday, the 27th 
day of November inst., as a day of thanksgiving, prayer and praise, 
and do hereby entreat the p eople, abstaining from their usual pur-

~ suits, to assemble together on that day in their chosen places of wor
ship and off er up their prayers to Almighty God, humbly acknowledg
ing their short comings and their dependence upon Him, thanking 
Him for the manifold blessings conferred upon them by His hand, 
beseeching Him to crown our arms and cause ,vith signal triumph, to 
confer strength upon our gallant soldiers, to mitigate the sufferings of 
the sick, wounded and imprisoned, and to succor and heal the anguish 

~ of the bereaved, and imploring the speedy extinction of rebellion, 
a return of peace in His own good time to our distracted land, and 
that we may prove ourselves ,vorthy of the institutions bequeathed us 
by the fathers of the republic by becoming once more a united, 
fraternal and happy people. 

By the Governor, 
ELIJAH SELLS, 

In testimony whereof I have hereto set my 
hand and c~used the great seal of the State to 
be affixed this 1st day of November, 1862. 

Sec'y of" State. SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

The battle of Corinth, one of the most important and 
decisive battles of the war was fought on the 3d and 4th of 
October, ·in ,vhich our troops under Gen. Rosecrans secured 
a glorious and decisive victory. The following Iowa troops 
took part in the engagement: The 2nd, Col. vVeaver; the 
5th, Col. Matthies; the 7th, Col. Elliott; the 10th, Lieut.
Col. Small; the 11th, Col. Hall; the 13th, Col. Crocker; the 
15th, Col. Reid; the 16th, Col. Chambers; the 2nd Cavalry, 
Col. Hatch, and the Union Brigade. 

After the ne,vs of the battle reached Iowa, Gov. Kirk
wood wrote a personal letter to each of these ten command
ants, no one letter being like another in phraseology, but all 
of the same tenor, and breathing the same spirit. As a sam
ple here given is the one to Col. Crocker: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, low A, ~ 
IOWA CITY, Nov. 19, 1862. f 

Oolonel:-lt is with no ordinary feelings of pleasure and State pride 
that I congratulate your brave regiment on its courage and achieve
ments at Corinth. Its devoted loyalty and attachment to the Union and 
the Constitution have been thus attested on the field of battle, "\>Vhere 
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life ,vas at stake, ancl the gallant bear ing of your men iu the face of 
death has proven them patriot8 as ,vell as soldiers. 

Accept for yourself assurances of my esteem a.nd best wishes. 
SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

Col. M. J.\,l. Crocker, 
13th Iowa Infantry, Corinth, Miss. 

On the news of the battle of Prairie Grove in Arkansas 
.reaching him, he writes as follows: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, low A, l 
low A CITY, Jan. 5, 1863. f 

M. B. Cochran , Surgeon First Regiment Iowa Cavalry, 
Acting Medical Director 3d Division Army of Frontier. 

SIR:-1 returned from Washington on the 2nd and found your letter 
of 13th December this morning. I am truly rejoicecl lo hear from you 
arid am both grateful aud grieved to hear the particulars of the bard 
fought battle of Prairie Grove. Iowa as usual did her share of the 
fighting, and did it nobly, but also as usual lost heavily. I regret the 
loss of McFarland very much. He was a noble man. How is Thomp
son doing? *Please write me bow he is. He is a gallant fellow. l 
need not impTess on you the necessity of doing all that can be done 
for our brave boys. Let me say one thing: Don't let them lack for 
anything, " red tape'' or no "red tape;" see that they have all tha.t they 
need. Please write often. 

Very truly your friend, 
SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, IOWA, l 
low A. C1TY, Jan. 6, 1863. f 

General:-! wish I could shake hands ,vith you and express to yon 
verbally my thanks fl.nd congratulations for the well fought battle and 
dearly won victory of Prairie GroYe. I have transmitted to the 19th 
and 20th letters of thanks, ,vhich I hope will be 1·ead to them. The) 
have proved themselves wor thy to be called " Iowa boys.'' 

General, you are surpassing yourself. Your na1ue is in all 1uen's 
mouths, and the people delight. to speak the praises of our plucky littlo 
Iowa general. W ilson's Creek, Pea Ridge and Prairie Grove ma.ke a 
record of which any 1uan may ,vell be proud, and I assure you you 
can 't feel more pride in that record than I do. 

Very r espectfully your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL J . KIRKWOOD. 

Brig.-Gen. J . F. Herron, 
Commanding 2nd Division Army Frontier 

In his anxiety for the care of the sick soldiers he ,vrite.s: 
., 

*Wm. G., Col. of the 20th Reg't . 
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EXECUTIVE ()FFICE, l 
DAVENPORT, Io,vA, Dec.16, 1862. f 

?hn Clark, Esq., State .Agent, 
Spring_ficld, 1llo. 

l DEAR S1n:--I have jusL seen Col. Gifford, ,vbo returned night be
,re last. He gives me a cleplurablc account of the condition of our 
)JS at Springfield. I ,vant you to stay in Missouri as Jong as you 
.Jd it necessary. See the Medical Director, Gen. Curtis, Gen. Herron 
1d every on else until you get our boys cared for. You need not be 
tckward or 1nealy-rnouthed in discussing the state of affairs, and in 
1rsing everyone who wont do his duty. Talk right hard, and have 

· 1r boys cared for. If hay and straw cannot be had, have Gen. Curtis 
nd cots and mattresses, and call on the Sanitary Association of St. 
)uis for help and supplies. 

Very truly, 
SAMUEL .T. KIRKWOOD. 

On the same subject he again writes a long letter to the 
➔cretary of War as follows: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, IOWA, t 
row A CITY, June 23, 1868. 

>n. Edwin Stcinton, Secretary of War, 

Washington, n. 0. 
SrR:-I have received the letter of Brig.-Gen. Canby, A. A. G., 

, vering copy of Surg.-Gen. Hammond's report on my application for 
1 

3 transfer of sick and ,vounded soldiers from Iowa to hospitals in 
I 1t State, and confess that I am deeply mortified and much disheart
, ed by their contents. 

Surg.-Gen. Hammond reports that on the 27th of May last he 
1 )Orted to you that at hospitals then established, there were 40,000 
•cant beds, that a compliance with my request would involve the 
-c 1struction of more hospitals, and therefore he disapproved it; and 
~ n. Canby's letter merely states that he has been instructed by you 
1 enclose to me a copy of Surg.-Gen. Hammond's report. 

I do not at all dispute the correctness of the facts in Surg.-Gen. 
j mmond's report, but I think you ,vill be troubled, as I certainly • 
I tve been, to discern the reason ,vby these facts r<'nder my request an 
i proper one, ,vben I state to you another fact which certainly would 
I kno,vn to Surg.-Gen. Hammond, to-wit: That one of these hos-
• als in lvhich these vacant beds are, is hi the city of Keokuk in the 
J rte of Iowa. Immediately after the battle of Shiloh a hospi tal \Vas 
E 1,blishetl at Keokuk, and the same has been kept up continually 
1. .il this time. There are now some 500 or 600 patients there, and 
~ 1.cant beds" for at least 1,000 or 1,500 more, and ,vhen I apply to you 
t 1ave our lilick and wounded men sent there, backed as I suppose 
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myself to be, eiLher by a positive Ia,v or joint resolution of Congress, 
it is exceedingly mortifying and disheartening to_learn a.sldo uufortu· 
nately, that the existence of this hospital is uukuo,vn at VVashiugton, 
and that to comply ,vith my request will require ,the construction of 
ne,v hospitals. There is room enough in the hospital DO\\' established 
at Keokuk, and now in operation there, for all or nearly all our sick 
and ,vounded men, and thus the reason assigned by Surg.-Gen. Ham
mond for refusing my request. being re1uoved, permit me to renew that 
request and further urge it upon your consideration. 

There is a great deal of ill feeling among our sick and ,vonnded 
men and their friends at ho1ne on this subject. When men are suffer· 
ing fro1n wounds or disease, there is among then1 a natural desire to 
be as near home as possible and to see their friends if they can. If 
you, or Surg.-Gen . Ham1nond or I ,vere sick or ,vounded, ,ve ,voul<l 
feel thus, and our friends ,vould desire to have us near them so they 
could see us. Our sick and ,vounded men feel thus, and it is right 
that I should say to you plainly and frankly that the belief prevailing 
among our soldiers and their friends at ho1ne that the government 
refuses to gratify this natural and proper feeling of the soldiers a.nd 
their friends, ,vhen as in this case it can be fairly and properly grati· 
fled, is producing results in the public mind unfavorable to the gov· 
ernment and prejudicial to the cause of the country. When speaking 
on ,this subject men ,vhose sons are in the army begin to say, an<l to 
say freely, that it would be ,veil for the government to pay some re
gard to the feelings and wishes and opinions of those ,vho have giveu 
all they haye for the country, as ,vell as to be careful to conciliate 
those who are doing much against it. 

I therefore renew n1y request and base it on the follo,ving grounds: 
1st. We have already hospital accommodations in the Slate. 
2nd. Our people are ,vell satisfied, aud they a1·e sustained in their 

belief by the best medical authority, that not only ,,-ill our sick an<l 
wounded recover more ra,pidly in their own climate, but that many 
,vill recover if sent here who \Yill die if kept below. 

3rd. The sick and wounded can be as "'ell guarded at Keokuk, as 
else,vhere, and returned to tl.:ieir regiments upon their recovery as "'ell 
from that point as from any other. 

4th. It ,vill be a cause of heartfelt pleasure to inany a poor fellow 
to be in a place \Yhere his wife, his sister, or his mother can go to set> 
hitn and cueer him in his suffering, and ,vill enf"ourage their friends lll 
stand by and support the government that sho,vs a sympathy for tbOSl' 

who are Suffering for its preservation. Very respectfully 
Your obedient servant, 

SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

To guard the interests and protect the rights of the cili· 
zens of the State, the Governor had occasionally to cross 
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,words with some of the United States officers as the follow
_ng letter will show: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, l 
~ Jan. 1, 1863. f 
i. Thomas, • 

Adjutant General, U. S. A.. 

SrR:-In Nove1nber last Capt. Parker had in camp and was filling 
1p a company, the organization of \Vhich was commenced August 18. 
Che company had been full, but by reason of delay in getting barracks, 

• t number of the men had left. The county authorities of the county 
n \Vhich the company \Vas being raised, in order to encourage enlist
nent and thus secure the county against the liability to a draft, ,vere 
,aying a, county bounty of $50 to single and $75 to married men. The 
nen bad received this county bounty, but {.be company \vas not fully 
>rganized, nor had the men signed triplicate enlistment papers as 
·equired by General Order No. 75, 1862. 

Under these circumstances Capt. Yates, 18th U. S. Infantry, re
-ruited nine of these men for the regular arruy from the State camp, 
.nd the Adjutant General of the State refused to permit them to go 
nto Capt. Yates' company. I learn that you have issued instructions 
o Capt. Hendershott at DaYenporL, to turn the men over to Capt. Yates, 
aking them from the company for which they enlisted. 

I respectfully and firmly pro lest against this action; these men were 
1ot liable t.o enUstment in the regular service, because they had not 
hen signed their enlistment papers; they \Vere not liable to enlistment 
s citizens, because they had then volunteered a,nd were in camp as 
>art of an organizecl company, being raised by one of my recruiting 
,fficers to fill a requisition made upon me by the Secretary of War. 

It is bad enough to have our ,olunteer organizations, raised with so 
nuch labor and mustered into the United States service, decimated to 
urnish commands for men "\Vho do not enlist men under them; but if 
hese men are allowed to go among our incomplete organizations and 
ake from them men ,vho have been recruited by State recruiting offi
ers, and who haYe received large, local bounties, it is proper I should 
ay frankly, I shall not feel disposed to make any great exertion for 
he future to procure voluntary enlistments. In this particular case 
he company from which these men are taken is assigned to one of our 
,lrl regiments, and with these n1en lacks three of having the minimum 
umber. If these men are taken away this company will be still fur
her delayed in its completion. 'Ihe officers ,vho ha,e raised it have 
pent much time and money in raising the company, and plainly speak
.ig it is an outrage on them to take the men from them. Capt. Hender
hott, at my request, has delayed any action on Lhe order issued to 
im till I can hear from you, and I earnestly request a careful consid.-
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eratiou of the matter, as your decision must seriously affect further 
recruiting in the State. I cannot get men to undertake to recruit 
companies, if ,vhile they are engaged in the \York officers of the regu
lar army can seduce their men from them by promising the immediate 
payment of the bounty which is delayed to them as volunt~ers. 

• Very respectfully, 
SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

That traitorous and unpatriotic institution known as the 
''Knights of the Golden Circle" had about this time gained 
a strong foothold in the State, and its members were num· 
bered by the thousand, and while their treasonable acts were 
not of such an overt and open character as to subject them 
to arrest and trial for treason, their ,vhisperings and mutter
ings were sent forth with all the vile and venomous treason 
they dare utter. Had they left the State and openly joined 
their Southern Secession allies, their course and conduct 
would have been much more honorable than it was while 
they remained at home to spit out and :fume their vile venon1. 
and do all they dare and could do to hinder, retard and frus· 
trate the efforts of Union men in restoring the country to its 
former condition of peace and prosperity. Their influence 
was felt more strongly along the southern border than else
where, though some of the interior counties contained nests 
where the foul brood was hatched and nourished. 

To give these people warning of their impending clanger. 
and to put others on their guard, there was issued this 

PROCLAMATION BY THE GOVER~OR. 

To TBE PEOPLE OF IOWA: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF !O\V A, l 
IOWA CITY, March 23, 1863. f 

There is reason to belie, e that a very considerable number of mcu, 
some of ,vhom have been in the Rebel army, and others of ,vbo1n ha,·1:-. 

as guerrillas, been engaged in plundering and murdering Union u1en 
in the State of !Vlissouri, have taken refuge in this State to cscapE> ti.le 
punishment due to their crimes, and that instead of seeking to merit a 
pardon of past offences by living peaceably and quietly among u-;, 11" 

becomes good citizens, many of them are endeavoring to array a pvr· 
tion of our people in armed resistance to the laws. And I very deeply 
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regret to say there is reason to believe that some of our people have 
been found weak enough to aid them in their mischievous designs. 

These men, by bold and fierce denunciations of certain acts of the 
President and of the Congress of the United States as unconstitu-

~ tional, and by industriously teaching that the citizen may lawfully re
sist by force what he deems an unconstitutional act or law, and in 
other ways are seeking to array such as may be duped and deceived 
by their artful and wicked machinations into armed resistance to the 
General Government, and to inaugurate civil war within our limits, 
thus exposing their dupes to the punishment due to traitors, and our 
State to the storm of war, which has swept as with fire the State of 

) J.\,lissonri. These men are endeavoring to induce our soldiers in the 
field to desert their colors, thus exposing them to the penalty of deser
tion, " ,.hich is death, and are endeavoring to induce our citizens to 
violate the law by resisting the arrest of deserters, and a conscription 
in this State, if ordered, thereby exposing themselves to the punish
ment due such criminal acts. 

It is my duty to, and I therefore do, warn these men that their 
courses are fraught with peril to themselYes and the peace and good 
order of the State, and if persisted in to the extremity they intend will 
certainly bring punishment; and I also warn all the good people of the 
State, as they value peace and good order, and would avoid the 
horrors of civil war, not to be misled by these ,vicked and designing 
men, who, having nothing to lose, hope for plunder and profit in the 
license of civil war. The laws of the General Government will be 
enforced among us at any cost and at all hazards, and the men who 
array themselves in armed resistance to the laws will certainly be 
overpowered and punished. As long as those who have sought shelter 
in Iowa from other States behave as quiet and peaceable ci tizens, I 
have no disposition to interfere with or molest them; but it cannot be 
tolerated that these men who have been compelled to flee from their 
own State for fear of punishment for c1imes committed against ihe 
laws of their own State, or of the United States, should, while enjoy
ing the protection of our la\vs, be p~rmitted to bring among our 
peaceful homes, and upon our peaceful people, all the horrors they 
have brought upon the State fro1n which they have fled. We o,ve it 

, not only to ourselves and our families, but much more to the families 
of those who have left us to defend on the battlefield the life of our 
country that we preserve peace and good order at home. It must be a 
bitter reflection to our gallant sol<liers that while they are enduring 
the har<lships and dangers of a soldier's life in defense of their coun
try, bad men at home are plottiog to bring on their unprotected fami
lies the dangers of civil war . 

.l\Jo,Tecl bx these considerations, I have this day notified the proper 
authorities of the United States aucl of the State of Missouri that many 

I 
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criminals against their laws are in Iowa enga,ged, as I believe, in in• 
citiug rebellion, and that I shall insist on their arrest and removal 
when necessary, and their trial for their crime if their conduct shall 
continue 1,o be such as i.5 dangerous to the peace and safety of the 
State; a.nd I enjoin upon all good citizens who know that such men 
are among them that they especially notice their demeanor and con
duct, and if it be seditious and dangerous that they furnish the United 
States District Attorney or the United States Marshal, or either of the 
Congressional District Provost Marshals, to be appointed, or myself, 
,vith their names and affidavits, showing their criminality before their 
coming to this State, and their conduct since, to the end that our State 
may be relieved of the dangi:,r of their presence. 

Sil1UEL J. KIRKWOOD, 

Breastpins made from the transverse section of a butter
nut, and also from an old style copper cent, with the head 
side oxpo5ed, were favorite badges of those who were boldly 
displaying their disloyalty, arid they were emblems of the 
treasonable hearts beating within the bosoms upon which 
they were worn. Governor IGrkwood received several let
ters written by these home-bred traitors, which letters had 
been gathered and sent to him, and replying to Peter Dolbee, 
the person whc, forwarded them to him, he writes: 

"It must be excessively provoking to all loya.l men, and especia.lly 
to those men who have been in the ranks of our army as soldiers, to 
have these copperhead breastpins publicly and offensively \Vorn, being 
as they are emblems of moral treason. * * * It seems to me per· 
sons wearing these badges at public places, knowing the effect such 
conduct must produce, that it is disturbance and breach of the peace. 
must be held to intend to do what they have good reason to believe 
their acts will do. It seems to me much the same as if one of these 
111en would bring a Rebel flag to any of the places named and there 
cheer for the Rebellion. He must know such conduct would cause dis
turbance and breach of the peace, and he should be punished if found 
guilty of an infraction of the law." 

The Secretary of War was written to on this subject as 

follows: 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE, IOWA, l 

Iov.r A CITY, 1\-lar. 18, 1863. f 
Bon. Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.: 

SIR-I have to-day received the enclosed package of papers from 
Mr. Hoxie, United States Marshal of this Sta.ta. There is no doubt 
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here is a very unfortunate condition of affairs at this time in this 
1tate. A secret organization kno,vn popularly as the "Knights of the 
}olden Circle" is ,videly spread through the State, the object of " 'hich 
a1n informed and believe is to embarrass the Government iu the 

• rosecution of the war, mainly by encouraging desertions from the 
rmy, protecting dec;erters fro1n arrest, discouraging enlistments, 
reparing the public mind for au ar1ned resis tance to a conscr iption, 
· ordered, and, if possible, to place the State government at the next 
lectiou in the hands of men ,vho ,vilJ control it to thwart the policy 
f the Administration in the prosecution of the war. I ndeed, with the 
xception of advising desertions, the purposes above mentioned are 

• penly advised and advocated by many persons in this State. 
Lieutenant H enry came to me in regard to the matt~r n1entioned in 

is letter to Marshal Hoxie, a nd , at my ins tance, Capt. Hendershott 
1rnished him with a detail of ten armed men tu go ,vith him to his 
lace of rendezYous, in l\Iadison county, and remain ,vith him. I also 
)nt by him fifty muskets and some an1muuition to place in the hands 
f loyal men. I have not heard from him since his return. There is 
ndoubtedly a feverish and excited state of the public n1ind, and mat
•rs must be managed here prudently and firn1ly or a collision may 
1sue. I wrote you a fe,v days since asking that you send me some 
rn1s, and also that you allow me to raise t\vo or three regi.nents as a 
1tale Guard,' not to lea Ye the State. I regard these measures both as 
casures of precaution and pre,·en tion. Much that i;:; said in regard 
, tbe resistance of the la,vs is no doubt mere bluster by self-import-
1t n1en of small caliber and small ambition to gh·e themselYes local 
1portance ancl to secure for themseh·es petly offices, and ,,,ho , if an 
1tbreak " 'ere to occur, ,vould not be in the ,vay of danger. 

But I also believe there are engaged in this ,vork men of desperate 
rtunes, political and other,yise, '"ho would ha.Ye lhe courage to lead 
l outbreak, and -n•ho ,voulcl rejoice in the opportunity. I think it ex
cmely probable that there are in this and other Northern States paid 
;ents of the Rebels, ivho are organizing 111achiuory and using the 
eans to effect the purposes herein attributeJ to t e Knights of the 
)lden Circle; and there is real d Lager that the efforts of these 1ue11 

ay so far operate on the minds of their honest b11t deluded follo,vers 
some localities as to cause a collision an1ong onr people. I f ,ve hatl 
ins in the hands of our loyal citizens, and a State Guard as I sug
st, it might, and I think would, prevent this. 'The condition of 
ings is, in my judgment, such that the GoYcrnrnent ran only make 
,elf properly respect.eel by convincing those disposrd to be trouble
n1e of its deter1nination and abi Ii ty to pt ese rYe the peae<> and enforce 
" laws. The dismissal of those "arbitrarily arrestctl ,'' as the phrase 
e>s, has had a bacl effP-ct in lhi-,, that it has led n1auy lo suppose that 
n GoYernment has not the power to punish. Let 1nc iinpress upou 

' • • 
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you my conviction that iu case of any armetl resistance to the h1,Ys. the 
punishment, be prompt, certain and sharp, as any thing looking like 
indecision or timic.lity ,vould he disast,rous. 

I scarcely kno,v ,vhat to adYise in regard to these men ,vho are 
''talking treason,'' huzzaing for Jeff Davis, and organizing the Knights 
of the Golden Circle, etc. Jt, ,voultl be worse than useless to arn•,t 
them, unless they can be tried and, if found guilty, punished. If 
arrests could be made, trials and convictions bad and punishmeul 
sharply administered, the etiect would be excellent. Has the U nite1l 
States District Attorney of this State had his attention called especially 
to this matter? It seems to me if it has not, it should be done, and he 
or the marshal furnished \.vith the necessary money to detect arrest and 
punish some of these active scoundrels ,vho are producing so much 

mischief. 
I have already organized and armed a company in each of the 

southern tier of couuties in the State. These have been placed nnclcr 
the orders of Provost l\Iarshal Hiatt, of Keokuk, and ,vill be placC'd 
under the orders of Lhe ne,v proYosL n1arshals in Congressional Dis• 
tricts as soon as I am advised of their names and appointment. I 
hope good selections have been made. I am no,v organizing a com· 
pany in each of the second tier of counties from the south line. nn

1
l, 

,vhen organized and armed, I ,vill also place then1 at the disposal of 
the Provost Marshals. If I had arms, I ,vould organize companie:- in 
all the counties in the State ,vhere I think they 1ua.y be needed. Nono 
of these companies ,vonld dni,v any pay or cause any expense e'(l'l1pt 

when called on by the proper authorities, except tl,ose in the southern 
tier, a squad of ten men, each of ,vhich is on duty all the tin1c. I 
regard it as a matter of the firs t, and 11lost pressing importance to get 
a supply of arms and ammnnilion. * * * 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant. 

8A111UEL J. KIRKWOOD, 

• 
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CHAPTER XIII. 
all o.f Vicksburg-Letters to the Soldie1·s-To General Grant-To Gen. 

Logan-The Tally War-The Governor's Life Threatened-Insur
rection Troops-State Troo1Js- The War Ends Without the Smell of 
Po1oder, the Whiz of Bullets, or the Stain of Blood-The Governor's 
Speech at West Union-Sorne of His Apt Illustrations-Speech at 
Dubuque-Plain Talk to the People of that County. 

After news was received of the surrender of Vicksburg, 
te following letter was sent: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, IOWA, l 
IOWA CITY, July 11, 1863. f 

o the Soldiers of Iowa in the Army of the Tennessee : 
You have passed through one of the most memorable campaigns of 

story, and are now rewarded for all your toil, privation and suffer
g by beholding the foul emble1n of treason trailed in the dust to give 
ace to the glorious banner of Liberty over the city of Vicksburg. 
The eyes of the ,vorld have been upon you and your bra,e and 

orthy comrades from other States, ault admiration of your fortitude, 
tlience and indomitable bra-very, watching the progress of your work 
one of those great events ,vhich shapes the destiny of a nation. 
You yourselves have probably been unaware of the momentous re

Its consequent upon your failure or success. Despots the world 
·er haye earnestly desired the former, while the good, the generous 
td the nobly bra,e have prayed Almighty God to give yon the 
ctory. Hut ,vhile the world has been thus observant of you, all 
,ers of liberty in Io,va have beheld ,vith an intensity of gaze and 
lmiration unknown to others the deeds of her valiant sons. Manv 

V 

ousancls of her citizens are bound to you by kindred ties, ,vhile 
~ery one has felt that the nan1e and standing of this State were in 
nu· hand&, and that he was honored in your honor, and that he 
ared in your glory. 

. The brightest hope of all is realized. You have not only maintained 
e loft.y reputation of your couut.ry and your State, but have addE>d 
·catly thereto, ancl sho,vn the world that whoever insults the flag of 
1r beloved country must meet the bra,est of the brave. 
The State of Iowa is prond of your achieve1ncnts and renders y0u 

·r hoinage and gratitude, and ,vith exultant heart and exuberant. joy 
iims you as her sons. Iler tears flow for the brave n1en fallen, and 
ir sympathies are warm for the sick, wounded and su:ff ering. 

243 
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You have made it a high privilege to be a citizen of Iowa to share 
your renown, and it will be a proud remembrance to you while life 
shall last and a rich legacy ~o your children that you were members of 

the Army of the Tennessee. 
SAI\IUEL J. KIJ;tKWOOD. 

To General Grant this was written: 
EXECUTIYE OFFICE, IOWA, l 

IOWA CITY, July 16, 1863. f 
1,.1.ajor-General U. S. Grant, Com'd'g. Army of the Tennessee: 

GENERAL-Per1nit me to congratulate you upon your great triumph 
in the capture of Vicksburg. Your campaign resulting in that great 
success stands unrivaled in the history of this war for boldness of 
plan, thoroughness of execution and brilliancy of success. 

In tbe name of the people of Iowa, ,vhose brave boys aided in 
achieving this great result, I tender you their hearty thanks. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

Writing to Gen. Logan, commandant of the post of 
Vicksburg after the surrender, in regard to sending our sick 
and wounded soldiers to N ortbern hospitals, and especially 
to the one at Keokuk, Govern0r Kirkwood closes his letter 

with: 
'•Thank God and our brave a.rmy for the fall of Vicksburg. 1 

would have freely given a year of my life to have been with you when 
you entered the city. The campaign ending in its capture has been in 
plan, execution anrl. results the most brilliant of the war, and I ho11

1 

will be a model for other ca1npaigns . I did not formerly think highly 
of General Grant, but I now take it all back. He is the man of the 

day. 11 

THE TALLY WAR. 

When, in the year 1858, in the great debate between 
Abraham Lincoln anu t,tophen A. Douglas, in the statement 
made by the former, uttering that truism that "A house 
divided against itself cannot stand," and that '' This countr) 
must eventually become all slave or all free," nothing wa~ 
farther from the mind of that o-reat man ,vho mnde th:

11 
0 

uttC'ranrC' thnn thnt ho "1 as to be the pcr::-on "·hose one ::-inglc 

nC't ,vould n1ak.c it so. 
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·• But there's a Diviuit,y that shapes our ends, 
Rough cast, them as wo n1ay.,, 

It w~s his i1nmortal E1nancipation Proclamation that, 
the first <lay of January, 1863, made this country at once 

1 forever free. Illustrating the truth of the adage, that 
1e pen is mightier than the sn·ord, '' \Vith one stroke of his 
nchant pen he cut off the heads of 250,000 slave-holders. 
,viped fron1 the face of the fairest lnnd on earth an insti

. ion that had been the cause of more study, more discus
n, 1nore dissensions, more bitterness and more anxious 
icitude on the part of A1ncrican statesmen, n1ore planning 
l schenJing by politicians, and more anxiet3, on the part of 

l friends of free government in our country, than any 
,J ers. 

This act by the President enragecl and embittered the 
J •nds of this defunct institution, both North and South, 
re titan un}·tbing else; and ,vhen in addition to this there 
; a prospect that a conscription would be had, and that 
)" n1ight possibly l>e drafted and be compelled to fight as 
liers in what they had been in the habit of calling the 

1 holition 1,r ar," their treason becan1e more intense, and 
ir opposition to the prosecution of the war more 1)ro-
1nccd and more bold ancl e1nphatic. 

In no })laee in the State wns this feeling more dec1)
• ted, n1ore nutnifest or outspoken, than in l{eokuk county. 

l 11rrn,yed neighborhoods one against another. The recrin1-
i ions and bickerings of snJall feuds Vl'ere magnified b)· the 

1 r1nit)' of the contest pre, ailing until passion glowed at a 

te heat. There " ·us disloyalty to the Union which found 
< 1 n a11<l inten1peratc expression fron1 some whose sympa
t ·~ " ·ere ,vith the Stutes of their birth south of Mason an<l 

on 's line. 

No 111orc 01)en or hold defender of slavery existed than \ 
>rgc Cj phcrt Tnlly, ,Yhose father was an original Tennes-
tn. Young Tnll)r ,vas u. Bu1)tist minister, a rugged, force-
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ful, ,·1·,1<h·, uH<'dlll':ll<·d 111:111, ,vith 111or<· Z<':tl than diserelion, 
hut po::,S<·:::.::icd of n unt lll'al gift of oratory. I le \\'HS n pro,luct 
of the frontier._ ln1hucd ,vith a fervid belief in the justue" 
of the Southl'l'll appeal {o ar111~, ho beca1uc the hold, fcarlc, ... 
outspoken chun1piou of the d i~loynl 111inority, ,vho discredited 
tlic valor of thl' ~ortheru ~oldier and denounced the prosecu 
tion of the ,var. ,\rhilc trying to preach the Gospel fron1 
the llulpit, he preachc,l 111orul and politicnl treason on the 

stump. 
Suturduy, August 1, 1863, a greut Democratic 1na 

meeting ,vu.., helc.l nenr Englisl1 l{iver, in Keokuk county, at 
,vhich young rrully ,vus the chief speaker. Several hundred 
persons ,\'ere prc:scnt. They ca1ne n1ostly in ,vugon8 und 
brought ,,·eapon::; <·once.tled beneath thl' ::,tra"· in the hottom 
of their vehicles. ,Vihl, and doubtless illlt•, thrt•ats had 
been run.de to .. clean ouf'' the to,vn of ~onth I~ngli:;h, e 
Union i:,trongholil, ,vhos(• people, learning of the n1cuuce to 

thei1· 8afety prepared lo tlefl'llll t hc1u~clvcs. .1\ l{epuhlicsu 
meeting hnd be<•n hel,l tllcre an,l tirl' urn1s had heen di, 

pluyt•d. 
Tally ha<l been iu the habit of \\'l'aring a butternut hrea&t 

pin, u. budge only ,vorn by thl' 111en1hcr:-- of th<' <.li--loyul party. 

\\'hen going through the to\\ n on hi:-. \\':I)' to tht• nu.•cting1 he 
had un altercation \\'ith a couph· of thP l'itiY.ens in rcgnrd tc 
hi~ \\·caring it, an<l thl')' attl'niptctl to snatl'h it frotn hin1, 

but did not ~tH·ccrtl. 
lu the afternoon the 1'ally pn.rty ~tarted for the to"u 

,, ith the uvo,veil inl<•ntinn of pnssiug through it. The Rl', · 
'l'ally ::,lood np in tlH· \\·agon that lcll th(' proc(•ssion. Sonw 
one \Ytu·n<·d bin1 not to cnll'l' the villa11c, hut he s!lid hl ::: 

n1cunl hnrtn to no onl', and only llcn1nnllcd the privilege ,,t 
the str(•c•t. As th,· pnrty in the ,vngons renched the narro,, 

, cro,v<led thoroughfare \\'here tlH· l{epuhlienns hnd held thell 
1necti ng, t hcrl' \\"ere cries of • • l,oppcrhcad, '' '' co,var<l" uutl 
'' ,vhy don't you shoot 4,, Someone Jid shoot, but it "·a~ 
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afterwards claimed to have been done accidently. but it be
came a signal for a general fusilade. and from one to two 
hundred guns and revolvers were very soon discharge<l. 

• Tally stood in his wagon in the fore-front of the affray. In 
one hand he grasped a long bowie knife, the other held a 
revolver. This revolver spoke among the first; once, twice, 
anc.l then he fell dead in the wagon, pierced by three bullets, 
one in the brain and two in the body, grasping his weapons, 

~ one in each hand till they were taken from him, in the cold 
embrace of death. News of his killing was spread far and 
wide, and his friends vowed the direst of vengeance. An 
incredible excitement was fanned by the fury of the popular 
})assion. The menace of a vendetta was at hand, and no 
man trusted his fello,v or felt safe in his home, where before 
the door had been unlatched and every stranger was a ,vel-
come guest. · 

Monday a committee of influential citizens from Sigour
ney visited the Tally neighborhood for the purpose of assuag
ing the rising storm, by the assurance of prompt justice. But 
this had no effect, and from Wapello, Mahaska and Powe
sheik counties the avengers beg·nn to gather. 

The very next day after the murder the Governor was 
written to for help by three of the citizens of South English, 
and so pressing were their needs, and so great their fears, 
they repeated the request the follo\ving day. 

By 1'Ionday night so serious was the aspect of affairs, 
that t,vo citizens of Sigourney ,vent to Washington, the 
nearest railroad station, on horseback; there they procured 
a hand car and ,vent to Wilton where they took a train to 
Io,va City to see the Governor, who at once ordered forty 
stands of arms and ammunition to be sent to the scene to be 
used in suppressing the outbreak. This prompt action had 
n ,varlike appearance to one of the men, who said: '' My 
Go<l.! Governor, am I to understand you that we are to return 
home and shoot down our neighbors~ " The Governor re-

• 
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fleeted a mon1cnt, and then replied: "On second thought I 
guess I'll go n1yself. '' 

He went, but not till he had made arrangements for half 
a score of companies of infantry and a squad of artillery to 
follow closely after him. As the artillery squad had no fixed 
ammunition for their guns, bars and rods of iron were cnt 
into inch pieces to do duty in the place of canister, grape 
and solid shot. 

In sending arms to the persons applying for them, the 
following letter was ,vritten: 

STATE OF Iow A, EXECUTIVE OFFICE, l 
August 8, 1863. f 

Messrs. Allen Hale, Wm. Cochran and Thos. Moorman. 
South English, l owa. 

GENTLEl\IEN:-I have learned with regret the unfortunate occur
rence at your place on Saturday last, and also that there is danger of 
further conflict and disturbance in consequence. I of course cannot 
determine where the fault is, or who are tho parties responsible, but 
it is very clear that this is a 1natter to be determined by the court and 
not by a mob. If it shall turn out that Tally was unlawfully killed, 
the law 1nust show "\Vho is the guilty person, and must inflict the pun• 
ishment If a mob of his friends are permitted to determine ,vho is 
guilty, and to inflict punishment, it is just as probable that the inno· 
cent will suffer as the guilty. Such proceedings unsettle society and 
render every man's life and property insecure. 

I have sent to the sheriff of Washington county forty stands of 
arms and ammunition for the same, for you. These arms are intended 
only and ~trictly for the defense of your people against any lawlegs 
attack on your town by a mob, and for the purpose of aiding the law· 
ful authorities in enforcing the la,vs and maintaining the public peace. 
'rhey must not be used for any other purpose, or in any other manner. 
You must keep your people strictly on the defensive, and clearly 
within the la,v. You must not resist the execution of legal• proces~. 
but must aid in enforcing and executing it. If you are attacked by a 
mob of rioters and lawless men you will of course defend yourselves. 

The public mind is much excited by the acts of mischievous and 
designing men, and it becomes ]aw abiding and peaceful citizeni not 
to add to this excitement. Act prudently. coolly and lawfully. 

I trust the threatened danger may pass over without further dis-
turbance. 

I have written the sheriff of your county to act in this matter. Until 
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his arrival I must trust to your 
arrival act under his authority. 

judgment and discretion, upon his 
Very respectfully, 

SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

~ Charles Negus, an attorney of Fairfield, was sent for by 
the friends of Tally to assist in bringing the guilty parties to 
trial, and as he became a very close observer and a partici-

) 

pant in many of the scenes that followed his arrival, and has 
published what came to his notice, portions of that publica
tion are here inserted: 

"My road to Sigourney led near where the Tally party ,vhich had 
been constantly increasing l>y arrivals from the surrounding country 
and adjoining counties had made thoir headquarters about two miles 
from Sigourney, on the south bank of Sknnk River. I drove to the 
encampment and took a survey of the premises. Here were to be seen 
the offal of slaughtered beeves, the camp fires where food had been 
cooked, the stacked arms, the places where men had taken their repose 
during the night, and large numbers of wagons, horses and men. '.fhe 
place looked warlike. * * * When I first met them they ,vere not 
organized, but they soon went to work, divided themselves into com
panies, elected officers for each company, chose officers to command 
them as a brigade, and became organized for r egular mi'itary drill. 

"As soon as it ,vas kno,vn that I ,vas on the ground calls were made 
for me to address them. I did not think it a very desirable task to 
talk to such an audience, and at first declined; but finding I could not 
,vell avoid it, I ascended a stand and told them the only thing I had to 
say was not to act under excitement but to be cool and deliberate in 
all their actions, and especially to maintain the character of la,v abid
ing citizens, and not to do anything they were not authorized to do by 
law. * * * Under the then exciting state of affairs I thought it 
was not a very desirable cro,vd to be in, and got away as soon as I 
could and went to Sigourney. There were a great many strangers in 
the town, and a great many constantly coming and going, and nearly 
all took the '.£ally side of the controversy. Those that did not had very 
little to say. I had not been in the hotel very long before I sa,v J. H . 
Sanders coming into town on his return from having been to see Gov. 
I{irkwood. As soon as he had stopped, a fe,v of the leading Republi
cans gathered around him in private consultation. Among the num
ber was the landlord. On his return, just as he passed me, I beard 
him remark in a low tone, "There'll be plenty of pale faces before 
to-morrow at this time." As soon as I saw the landlord alone I went 
to him, told him what I had heard him say, and asked him ,vhy he 
made that remark. Then I wa1 informed that the Governor would be 
there that night with a well armed military force, that he had made 
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arrange1nents aud that it "'as his intention. if necessary, to take the 
whole Tally camp prisoners, ur if they resisted to · shoot them on the 

spot.' 
"A little before sundown the Go,ernor drove into town accompanied 

by three of his aids. Soon after he arrived he went to the Court' Hous1•, 
and it 1vas announced that he ,vanted to talk to the citizens. Then• 
soon collected quite an audience, and the GoYernor from the Court 
House steps addressed those assembled, closing his remark ,vith, · I 
will make an example of those engaged in these disturbances, which 
will forever deter others from engaging in like proceedings. I say 
what I mean and I mean what I say.' 

"The Governor continued his remarks till it ,vas quite dark. While 
be was speaking I made it an object to circulate through the crowd 
and learn the effect produce<l upon it by the speech. I heard frequent 
expressions of disapprobation and suppressed threats of personal 
violence, and evident signs of much discontent. One man apparently 
bet,veen forty and fifty years old, ,vhose beard bad begun to be silvered 
over ,vith gray hairs, and possessed of a fierce determined visage used 
the expression, 'I'll shoot the cl--d old scoundrel.' His cool, decis
ive aud deliberate manner, and his emphatic tone though uttered i11 a 
lo,v voice forcibly iinpressed upon my mind that he meant mi:scbh•f, 
and might be a dangerous person. 

'' After the Governor had closed his speech, be went back to the hotel 
and took a seat at the door. I had takon a chair and was seated out 
doors on the pavement near him. There were but few persons about 
the house at that tirne, daylight had disappeared, and every thing ap· 
-peared peaceful and quiet. 'l'he Governor in his thoughts bud 
apparently forgotten that he was the E~ecutiYe of the State, an1l 
commander-in-chief of all its military forces, and in his feelings ha,1 
become an Io-.va farn1er again; he ga.ve a <lescription of his own farn1, 
how he managed it; stated that he had recently purchased a lot of 
steers from the western part of the State, told bow he ,vas going 't,l 
handle them,' and the profits he expected to realize from his farn1 and 
steers. 

''It was a beautiful evening, the sky ,vas clear, the stars slioue 
bright, all nature apparently calm aud lovely. While these things 
,vere being discussed, I noticed the gray-bearded man ,vho bad madl' 
the threats at the court-house come near ,vhere " 'C ,vere sitting and 
take a close observation of the surrounding premises and then go 
a,vay. 

"Soon after I saw a squad of n1en consisting of five persons, one iu 
the lead and two abreast, following each other in close proximity, with 
quick and hurried steps, coming up the opposite side of the streetfrulll 
the hotel. When they got to the corner of the public square thu)' 
turned and came across the street directly to,vards where we wl3l'O 
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sitting. As they approached near us, I discovered that the leader " 'as 
the gray-haired man I had heard make the threats at the court house. 
The thought immediately struck me that they had malicious intentions 
and designs toward the Govei·nor. I sprang to my feet, placed myself 

l at the door, so that my body formed a barrier bet,veen them and the 
Governor. They came in front of the door, made a halt, turned their 
faces towards us, stood motionless ,vith a. steady fixed gaze at their 
surroundings; not a word was spoken, but after a few moments 
passed, they left. 

•·The Governor soon retired to his room and l to mine. In connec
tion "'ith the many persons a.bout to,vn there was nothing in the com
ing, stopping, or departing of those men ,vhich excited especial atten
tion or comment, and nothing was said about the matter at the time, 
and their bearing would not have especially attracted my attention 
had I not heard the emphatic threats of the gray-bearded man at the 
court-house. There ,v as no explanation given by the party at the 
ti1ne, and no especial comment made by any one. The circumstances 
had nearly passed from my mind, when, several months afterwards, I 
was informed that those men had come prtipared, and it was their in
tention to have shot the GoYornor, and if it had not been for my inter, 
ference they would have carried their intentions into effect. 

''About the time the Governor came to town, the man ,vho I un
derstood had been elected commander-in-chief of the Tally forces came 
up to Sigourney. From him I learned that they had got their forces 
fully organized, and it was their intention to start for South English 
early the next morning . I told him of the information I had got in 
relation to the Governor's preparations and intentions, and how I had 
got it, and advised him to go back to the camp and as soon as it " 'as 
dark have his men disperse and go to their respective homes. 

•·The Governor in his speech at the court-house made no mention 
of his having out any military forces, and apparently it was not his 
intention to have it publicly kno,vn; but that night there came to 
Sigourney, or in close proximity to the Tally camp, the Muscatine 
Rangers, Capt. Satterlee; Washington Provost Guards, Capt. An
dre,vs; Brighton Guards, Capt. Sheridan; Richland Home Guards, 
Capt. Drummond ; Fairfield Prairie Guards, Capt. Alexander; Fairfield 
Union Guards, Capt. Ratcliff; Abingdon Home Guards, Capt. Peck ; 
Libertyville Home Guards, Capt. Cowan; Mt. Pleasant Infantry, ()apt. 
Jericho; Mt. Pleasant Artillery, Capt. Burr; and Sigourney Home 
Guards, Capt. Price.'' 

While one of the artillery men was standing guard over 
his gun, in the early da,vn of the morning, a stranger, led by 
curiosity or as a spy from the Tally camp, came up within 
speaking distance of the guard, and asked him what he had 
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there, ,vhen he got the reply, '·1'hat, 8ir, by --, is a but
ternut cracker." 

As the ''enemy," follo,ving the advice of their counsellor, 
had all disbanded and scattered during the night, no hostile 
demonstrations were made on the part of our troops. They 
were all put under the command of Col. N. P. Chipman to 
remain until notified by the sheriff of the county that they 
were no longer needed. 

The camp of the 1'ally forces was estimated to contain 
from one to three thousand men, but as no muster rolls of 
them were ever made, or, if made, never published, their ex· 
act number was never known. 

Upon warrants issued, t,velve men were arrested for the 
killing of Tally, when Mr. Negus, who had returned to his 
home in Fairfield, was sent for by the Governor to assist in 
their prosecution, but the men all ,vaived examination and 
gave bonds for their appearance at the next term of the Dis
trict Court, and thus ended the noted "Skunk River War.'' 

For the prompt and decisive action of the Governor iu 
suppressing this outbreak much credit is due him, as it pre
vented the shedding of much blood and a long train of 
domestic troubles and disasters that would have followed 
dilatory measures. 

In June of this year the Republicans nominated Col. 
William M. Stone to become Governor Kirkwood's suc
cessor, and the latter took some part in the canvass to pro
mote his successor,.s election, making several speechas as the 
canvass progressed. The following are portions of a speech 
he made at West Union, in Fayette county, 01.1 the 8th of 
September. Being introduced to the audience by Joseph 
Hobson, Esq., as a live governor, Governor Kirkwood said: 

Mr . Ohairrnan , Ladies and Gentlemen :-Whether I deserve the ap
pellation of a live Governor or not, I don't know. Since this ,var 
broke out I have certainly been a busy one in doing what I conceived 
to be your work in the way in which I supposed you desired it to be 
done. Of late 1 have been traveling about some portions of our State, 
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talking at various places ,v1th n1y fellow-citizens regarding our duties 
in the terrible struggle which has fallen upon us. 1'he present posi
tion of our political affairs is such that every person is interested in 
them. There never bas been a time since the history of the country 

• began when all the people ,vere more deeply interested in these things. 
We have enjoyed many years of peace a nd great prosperity under this 
government. And in past days of peace, we have been accustomed to 
gather together on the Fourth of July-anniversary of our independ
ence-and talk joyously and boastingly of our privileges, and quite 
loudly of our patriotism and our devotion to the institutions \.Vhich our 
fathers have handed do,vn to us. Our orators, on these occasions, 
have given us grand pictures of our greatness and glory. They have 
made for us very broad pledges to stand up bravely to the death, if 
need be, for the honor and integrity of this government, and no,v the 
day of real trial has come. We have talkecl our patriotism, and now, 
my friends, ,ve are called upon to make good our professions. The 
day has now come for us to make good the words which in times of 
peace we haYe so loudly spoken. The life of the government is im
periled. Bad men have sought to destroy this government, and we are 
called upon in earnest to stan<l up and defend it-to protect it from 
the rough hands of its enemies-that we may hand its blessings down 
to posteri ty. 

Now, I kno,v yon \Vill not expect me to-day to talk to you of any
thing but this ,var ,vhich is upon us. Indeed, there is no use of talk
ing about any thing else at this time. Well, we are at war, and what 
are we fighting for? For our government? Well, what is a govern
ment? Let us consider that matter for a mon1ent and see what we are 
fighting for. Many people seem to get an idea that the goYernrnent is 
only a set of machinery put in motion for the accommodation of 
aspiring, ambitious men-just to make Presideots·and Governors and 
other officers to eat up their substance-to lift fat, lazy fello,vs into 
positions of power and luxury to use up the money the people are 
yearly taxed to pay. This is not. exactly a right vie,v. The govern
ment is the means through which you are protected in your life, your 
liberty, your property, in all that you do and have. Its protection is 
around you and goes with you continually. It stands by you by night 
and by day. The govero1uent protects your persons, your families, 
your farms, your ,vorkshops, yo 1, r ,·arious places of business. It pro
tects you front the violence of the strong, and from wrong through the 
machinations of the cunning and dishonest. And all this it does for 
you, not only at. home, but abroad. Go to foreign lands-to the end 
of the earth, if you ,vill-and it gpes commanding respectful protec
tion, and de1nanding it in the name and strength of a nation that all 
people every where sha11 treat yon well. And this it does not only for 
the native born, but for the foreign born-for all who, having left the 
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shores of other lands, declare :1.lleginucc to our country. The go,ern-
1nent protects our ships, our con11nerce. through ,vbich "·e make thosr
exchangPs nf our surplus products for such produce of other countri!.'"> 
as are <lesirahle and necessary for us . It is through the go,·ernmcnt 
alone under Gou that ,\·e arc cuahleJ to acquire and ,,njoy eYet'ything 

that i.;; dc•sirn.blc in ciYiliZl'll lif<>. 
No,,·, thnn, to a goy~rn1111•nt "·hich -.o richly hlec;ses us-which is 

doing all this for tF•-"·hich i'- so .;;hnw<'ring goo1l upPn us continually 
-do ,Ye O\\'e nothing in rctnrn -~ I hclie\'c ,ye clo. \Ye 0\\'8 everything 
that the government can possiL,ly a~k that ,ve can possibly gh·e. 
\\'hon the goYernmcnt t·alls upon 11s to pay. shall ,ve r<~fuse? " 1 hat do 
)'Oil think of that man ,vho is al"·nys asking to he ae<'omn1odatecl ,vho 
is always receiving goo1l fro1n his neighbor:-. an1l is neYer "·illiog to 
1uake any return? ~ 'hy you think hint a n1l'an u1an, au<l he is one. 
Just so is the man " ' ho receives good all his life fro1u hbgoYernruent, 
an<l " ' hon that governn1ent, in :-ore nl'ed. calls upon him for his 
ser, ic<>s to pay c;otnc part of the honest tl el,t he o,ves, tric:1 to sneak 
ont. [Applause.] 'l'hl'sc a,c dntie-; '"hich at all tin1cs "·e o"·e to the 
go, ernmeut, and Yerily ,vc owe it to the g0Ycr11n1ent first to he peace
ful antl la"•.aliicling citizen:-; sceontl. lo pay cb<'erfully our share of the 
public tax, lo h<'ar our full share of the public burdens. But at this 
tin1P t ht~re is a tluty highrr lh:111 thPse 'l'be ,luty to o ur go,ern1nout 
now is as sacred as that ,Yhich c,·ery 111au o,vec; lo his ,yife in ti1ne of 
danger-the dnty not only to Jo,~e ancl ehcri-;h, but to prottct-to in· 
terpose his body, "hen callecl npon, bet ween it nnd the hayonl'lS of it'
enetnies. AtHl the 1nan "ho hy a11y n1<'ans lrit>s lo gc~ rid of this rr· 
sponsibility-lo crrnvl out or pcrfonni ng this duty-is a n1ean nian n11d 
a cou,arrl. [Great applause. ancl criPs of •·That's so."] 

To-dny the life of our gnvcrnn1ent is threat<•ncd. Its cnen1ics 1n11'-l 
be put do,vn, or il 1nust die; anil it src1ns to 1ue there is but one qu"~
tion which a 1uan shoul,l ask hin1s<•lf: .. ,,,.hat c:in I do to aid thl' i1n· 
ern1nent in this its tilne of peril ·1 " Not ,vhal ean my neighbor do; 
not" hat cnn tho county clo, or ,vho.t some other county can do, hut 
"\\'bat can I do!'' Not "'ho bcgnn the rrhellion. ~ome of yon 1m'll 
stop to ask who began it, and so1uc> of you ,vill say the AbolitioniHh 
did it. I don't say ,vhether they did, or not. But suppo1-c they did; 
the rebellion is here, and we 1unst put it clo,Yn. ,ve cn.nnot :-top to 
argne such q UC'stions. "''hat d iff eren<'e tlOPS it n1a ke. "·ho caused tho 
Rt•hf'llion. \Ve ~honhl postponl' such q11<'slions till the war i'- o\'er. 
'fhc Aholitionis ts n1ny haYc> ra11sctl it, lint I kncnv th<>y a.re no,v trying 
to pnt it llo\\ n. an1l so fn.r they are doing "l'll. So fn,r, at lea~t, "l' 
should all work tog<'t b,,r. Neither should "'t' stop to question ns to 
\Yhat is to bo d one aftPr tlll' rch('llion j,::; O\'Pl'. Lei us hl, sure fir~t thnt 
we are to have a governn1cnt 1Jef1n·e " 'e "'rangll' as to wh,1t is to lil' 
done ,vith it,. For the prcsont, lel us take hold ,vith a ,vill. nnd t•x 
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)end all our energies in putting the rebellion down, as it is most 
Lssuredly our duty to do. I am in the habit of illustrating my vie,v 
n about this way: You have a. fine court-house building here-not 
arge enough, I am sorry to say, to ad1nit all who desire admittance 

lo-day-but it is a fine building, and has cost you many thousands of 
lollars. Some night the cry of fire is heard in your streets. Looking 
O\vards the public square you see this building in flames. Now, 
vhile one class of citizens are pulling off their coats and grasping a 
>ucket here and a ladder there, and running with all their might to 
he wells and cisterns of the town, and from them to the fire, all unit
ug in a desperate effort to subdue the flames, another class are seen 

· ,eliberately meeting on the square, and while the fire is still raging, 
. nd while men are still laboring manfully to put it out, raise and 
,ogin to discuss the question who started the tire. Men about the 
1uilding are dropping away fron1 exhaustion, and others are needed 
o take their places, but these fellows stand with their hands in their 
1ockets, stopping every man who comes along to inquire who caused 
he fire. What ,voulcl you think of such men? Wouldn't you think 
hey were sneaks? W ouldn't you think they were fools? Would yon 
elieve their professions, ever so loudly made, that they earnestly 
esired the house lo stand ? [Laughter.] Well , now at the sa1ue tin1<1 
nother class meets and organizes a meeting in the face of the fla.,n es, 
1st far enough a,vay to be out of clanger. A chairman is elected-not 
1e chairman you have elected to-day, I apprehend [laughter, and 
ries of "No! no !"]-and the meeting goes to \York to discuss the ques
on as to how the building shall be fixed up after the fire is put out. 
'hey are determined to have the house just as it ,vas before the tire 
roke out. It must be built up to just the same heighth; every brick 
1ust be just in the same place; they must have just the same number 
f windows and doors; the arrangement about this stand must be ex
~tly as it is now; the window-sash must be just the same size and 
1ust contain exactly the same ntuuber of panes of glass; everything 
1ust be just as it was before the building was set on fire. It does not 
atter that the flames are still raging, that it is yet doubtful ,vhether 
,e brave men who are throwing the water on will be able to save the 
1ilding or not. These "house-as-it-was'' men will not lend a single 
1:t.nd to save the edifice unless the noble boys, who, in the midst of the 
ork, all covered with sweat and dust and cinders, are splashing the 
ater on to the hissing flames. will stop and enter into a solemn con
act to have the house built up just according to their plan. 

Now, what "rould you say of the men who composed such a meet
g? You would sa.y they were in league with the fiends who set the 
1ilding on fire. [Applausr.) To-day our political edifice is on fire, 
HI " 'bile one portion of our people are cro,,·ding for"'ard ,vith all th<' 
tergy and strength that Goel has giYeu then1 to put out the .tire, 

• 

• 
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another class are meanly quibbling about who started the fire, and 
about what shall be done when the fire is over. No-,v, why need this 
be so? Why can ,ve not all come together and with one united effort 
save the edifice? We want peace all of us, and why can not we lea,11 

all these questionings and bickerings to the future and take hold as 
one brave man and crush this rebellion out, and then ,ve shall ha,P 
peace? You say, ''We ,vere united at first. We conld so take bold if 
this war was only carried on on the same policy under which it be
gan. It was then a " 'ar for the Union, but Lincoln has issued his 
proclamation and changed it into a ,var to free niggers . and we won't 
fight in such a cause. The proclamation is unconstitutional, and "·o 
intend to stand by the constitution. You Abolitionists and Republi
cans who are urging on this war admit yourselves that the measure is 
unconstitutional. You said ,vhen you were trying to elect Lincoln 
that you had no right to interfere with slavery in the States where it 
then existed. Lincoln disclaimed his right or intention to do such 
thing. Now you are making a wholesale thing of it and freeing the 
slaves of many States at once. Where's your consistency?" 

It is possibly true that the proclamation may be unconstitutional. 
It is possible the President may have violated the tonstitution. Ho 
thinks it constitutional, but he may be mistaken. And yet there is 
another side. 'I'he President may be right. I know that very 1na.uy 
Ja,vyers think him so, lawyers whose reputations for learning an1l 
ability are not very limited. And these lawyers do not all belong to 
the party which put Mr. Lincoln in power; many of them were bis 
political enemies. I know that going about through the to,vns of tbr 
State I meet another quite numerous class, who call themselves law
yers, and who sit n1ost of the time. on empty boxes in front of the vil
lage stores, having nothing to do but to talk and to whittle [laughter]. 
,vho gravely declare that this measure is unconstitutional! [Great 
laughter.] • 

Now, these store-box lawyers may be mistaken. In relying on their 
opinions you may be mistaken. The Proclamation 1nay prove to lie 
constitutional after all. You are as liable to error as other great meu, 
and if in error ,vhat are you doing? Why you are refusing to aid the 
government which greatly needs your assistance, even when callcrl 
upon in a legal manner. You are doing yourselves and the couutr)' a 
great ,vrong. Now, it seems to me ,vhere the chances are so nearly 
even as ,ve here suppose, the safest way would be for yon to act 
through the direction of the e~isting administration until the question 
is settled by the proper tribunals. It seems to me if you are really 
honest and patriotic in this matter you ,vill do this. You cannot net 
effectiYely in any other ,vay. If the po,ver of the government j,; 

urought to bear upon this ,var, it must be through the coustitnte•1 

authorities. [Applause]. 
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Now a word as to our position regarding the unconstitutionality of 
freeing the slaves of our enemies. Suppose when we were trying to 
elect :tvJr. Lincoln they had told some such electioneering story as this: 
"When the Black Republicans get Lincoln elected he will send out 

) here to Galena and get Ulysses S. Grant. He will call upon thousands 
of the young men of Iowa, l\iliunesota, Wisconsin, Illinois and other 
States of this great north,vest. He will take the money of the government 
anrl supply these men with arn1s. He will build at the expense of the 
United States Treasury gun boats. And this man Grant ,vill lead these 
young men do,vn South and there at an enormous expense to the gov
ernment he v;rill go to ,vork to dig a ditch across the neck of land in 

, front of Vicksburg, in order to turn the course of the Mississippi River 
to the injury of that city. Failing in this he will take bis band of 
armed men down belo,v, force bis way up into the country back of 
,ricksburg, take the property of the inhabitants, even kill thousands 
of them, and finally march into the city and take military possession 
of it?" Why we would have answered you by calling you crazy, and 
assuring that the President would do no such thing; that he would 
have no right to do anything of the kind; that be would be sworn as 
all Presidents of the United States haYe been, to support the Constitu
tion; that he would support it: that such a proceeding would be out. 
rageously unconstitutional. 

Well , after all, this is just what the President and Ulysses S. Grant 
have been doing. And they have done it in a perfectly constitutional 
manner. Who dares to say the capture of Vicksburg is unconstitu
tional ? Why this great charge? 1 t is just here: The electioneering 
Jtory is told upon the hypothesis I hat we are at peace; that these peo
ple of the South have by no act of their own lost their right to be 
reated as peaceful, la,v-abiding American citizens. The fact is we are 
tt ,var; that these inhabitants have become rebels, traitors, enemies of 
he govern~nt in open armed resistence to it, and we have now a 
noral, constitutioual and every other right, if there are any other 
·ights to fight them to the best of our ability. [Applause.] We have 
l right to do everything ,ve can ,vhich hurts them and helps us until 
hey submit. NO"', the President gets the power under the Constitution 
0 take their negroes, just ,vhere he got the power to take Vicksburg. 
Great applause]. You do not deny the right of the goYernment tq 
ake the life of the enemy, and yet say it has no right to ta~e his. 
1egroes. Do you hold that slavery is more sacred than life? 'fhese 

-- t- .. 

1egroes were doing the rebels good, and so far ,vere qoing us har1n . 
'hey did the drudgery, the heavy labor; entrenchments ,vere made by 
hese slaves; breast"Torks "·ere built by them, behind which the rebels 
too<l to blow the brains out of our brave boys. The rebels ba,•e no 
<Tuples about using them for themseh·es, and I know no reason ,vby 
v~ t1llQuld object by turning the tables ancl using them for ourselves. 
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I can see no objections to their fighting for us if they want to. '\Vhy 
should not, a negro fight, if he is ,villing to fight? You said thtly 
wouldn't fight for anything. They the1naelves gave the ans"'·er at 

Milliken's Bend, where the fortunes of the day turned upon theil' 
heroic conduct. The fact is they will fight, and so loag as they are 
"'illing and can take the place in the conflict of Iowa husbands, Io\\'a 
fathers, Iowa brothers and Iowa sons, I am willing to let them. They 
are a\vk,vard \Vith ar1ns and there is a reason for it. They are uot 
accustomed to handling them. You kno,v ho,v much ,ve have been 
told of the perfect confidence masters have in their slaves. Slaves Jo,·e 
their masters. They say you can't coax them av,·ay. The masters are 
al,vays willing to trust everything, eYen their lives, in their hands; 
and yet there is something peculiar about the fact that go arouml 
among the plantations as you '\\rill, you will never find arms in the 
hands of slaves. As I have said they are awkward, and it may be that 
the ma,sters kno,ving this, and considering the great value of the prop· 
erty in them, are afraid to let them have guns for fear that they will 
be so a\vkward as to shoot themselves. [Great laughter and applause]. 

Be that as it may, the negroes are a,vk,vard ,vith arms and ni:ed 
training in the use of them. They have proved their valor, and only 
need fair usuage to be made immensly valuable to us. 

I was over the ground at Milliken's Bend after the battle, and wn~ 
called to notice some of the evidences of desperation with \Vhich our 
own men and these negroes fought. It was a bloody hand to h:u1rl 
encounter. Men were found together, each pierced '\>Vith the bayonet 
of his adversary. At one place one of these negro~s '\>Vith the breach 
of his gun-he ,vas too a,vk,vard to use the bayonet end-had knocked 
do,vn five of tho chivalrous rebels. I ca1ne to a mound where twt>ut.r 
of the brave sons of Iowa lay buried. As I thought of the low·a widow~ 
whose husbands lay under thal heap of earth, as I thought of the Jown 
children \vhose fathers were there, of the Io,va sisters wflose brothers, 
and of the Iov.,a fathers and mothers ,v hose bravest ,sons lay in that 
rough burial of the glorious dead, I felt like pouring a flood of t

11nt· 
over that mound. I ,vent to another greater; sixty of these ncgrnl'., 
lay buried there. As I looked upon that 111ound I thought of the Iow.t 
soldiers whose lives had been spared because their places in the figh l 
had been occupied by these m en. I thought of the many Io,va houir, 
that had been saved ai least fro1n one cause of SOLTOW and mourning, 
because these brave fello,vs b ad been \Villing to tight. I tboughl thnt 
by the help of these blacks the encn1y hacl been pre,·euted froru hoast· 
iug a victory for r ebel ar1ns, an<l I thanked God that they had had tlll' 
manliness and the bravery to come for,vard and help ns. I thought ll 

made litilo difference " 'hether 1nen ,vere ,vhite or black or ,vhat c11lor 
they \Vere. J.,et men be pea green, or sky blne or any other color 
\1nder the heavens, if they ba,·e lhc 1nanlinessan1l the courage to come 

• 
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up and fight for the old flag, I am ready to say God speed them. [Great 
applause]. I visited still another mound; it was where the rebel dead 
\Vere buried-the traitors that these negroes bad forced to bite the 
tlust. I walked about the mound carefully; I thought there might be 

l--ome stir. It seemed to me that the uamningdisgrace of having been 
\Ybipped by a "nigger,, might 1nake the chivalry restless in the grave. 
Laughter and applause]. Bnt there was no stir. The mound was 
,till. I have not heard that any ghosts have been seen walking about 
here since. I ha,e come to the conclusion that ,vhen a rebel is killed 

1
1y a "nigger" he is just as dead as when killed by a white man. [Great 
aughter]. 

' Some of you Said ou1· boys would die disgraced if uegroes ,vere 
:tllowed to fight. But I have yet to see the soldiers ,vho are not thank
'ul for their help. Talk about the disgrace of fighting with a negro ? 
1Vhy here there are two classes in this country; one class is "·h1te; the 
~overnment has sho,vered blessings on this class all their lives. 
t has alV\'ays protected them in their Jives, their liberties 

tnd their property. It has opened to them the way to wealth, 
o luxury and po .. ver. They have been honored by the officers of the 
{O,ernment, and enriched from its treasury. The other class is com
)osed of negroes. Our governruent has done nothing for them, but to 
>nt the heel upon their necks; it has denied them liberty; denied tbem 
he right to their o,vn wives; denied them the right to their own chil
lren; denied them everything except the right to labor under the lash 
or nothing. Now the life of the government is imperiled. The enen1y 
,re dealing heavy blows upon it. We call in the country's distress 
1pon these two classes to fight for us, to help us defend it. '.rhe 
,bnsed negro class come up 1naufully and fight. The other class 
efuses to do anything for the government that has done so much for 
hem. Now, which class ,vill it disgrace a man most to act with? 
Vhich class is the most respectable? Which is the most decent man. 
he white man who when called upon deserts and skulks a,vay, or the 
egro who comes up bravely and fights ? The man who fights, the man 
,·ho does \\'hat he can to help crush the enemies of the country is the 
1an with whom I ,vould clasp hands ahvays. [Great applause]. 

Again, yqu say yon cannot uuite with us because Lincoln makes 
rbitrary arrests; yon say, "Lincoln is changing this government into 
tyranny.'' I don't believe this. I believe lhe President to be a noble, 
atriotic> man. But suppose he ,vere not, it is strange he should do 
his thing. In little more than a year he will be a private citizen 
gain, unless he should be re-elected, and I a1n sure he \Vill not \\·ant 
> be for his personal comfort, an<l if he changes this government iuto 
tyranny he ,vill have to live under it and his children also. * * * 

A great deal of the talk made at this time about the constitutional 
ights of private ciLizens is foolish , and act\.lally disloyal. Iu times of 
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,var and rebellion the rights of the private citizen must be subordiaat" 
lo the good of the government. It is in1possible that the citizen shoulrl 
al ways be euLitl~d to all the privileges in tin1e of "'ar, to v,hich he is 
c>nlitled in titne of pea<'c. \\'e cannot ha,·e an exact rule of la,,· fo 1 

<'Vcrytbiug in such a tinH' No 111an or set of 1ncn thlit ever Ih·crl 
l'011ld have "it enough to fra1ue an article " ·hich should mention all 
the acts by v,hirh an open enemy or secret traitor can harm his co1111 · 
try in time of ,var. "\\-·e n1usl all so1netimes give up private intere,t for 
public good. To illustrate: 8uppo~e I come to your beautiful to" n lo 
Ii\ e; suppose I am very ri<'h-a ,iolent presumption, but suppose it 
,yere true; I build n1e a grand house, and arrange the n1ost n1ag11iti
ceut grounds, I haYe fountains and a large cistern to furnish the1n; I 
ha\'e on my grounds every tree and every shrub and ilo,ver that ctln 
be made to thri,e in our cli1nate; n1y garden is crowded "·ith these 
things; the chi l<lren pass along 01y place to school. Some bright 
1norning a s,vect littlA girl "'ith sparkling eyes comes tripping along. 
and looking 11p with a smile says, "l\Ir. Kirkwood. please give n1e a 
llo,vEn·." I sa,r, • ~o. kec>pa"·ay fron11ny yard." Why you would "HY I 
"as a mean 1nan. But I "ou ld ha Ye the con.,tit utional right to do just 
-..o. I have a constitutional right to make a hog of myself if I choose 
to do so. I should say 11ower perhaps, for I a1lprchend that to say I 
ha Ye lhe ·' right, " is a n1i<:.:ipplicat ion of ter1ns. Bnt let us pass on 
"ith the illustration. Suppose that on the opposite si<le of the street 
I rom my grounds is a ro"' of fine business builtlings filled with valua· 
hie goods. A fire breaks out in that row an<l threatC'ns to destroy all 
t hat property. The fire boys ruu ,Yith their engines and hose carts tv 
the spot, and the boys ,vith hose in their hands cry to lheir chief fire· 
1uan, "There is no water, ,vbat shall be do?" Ile replies, ·• Push your 
hose through Kirk"•ood's gate there and run to his cistern." But J 
stand at my gate and say, "No, you must not con1e in here; I will not 
have you running over my shrubbery and trees and tto,,·ers; besides 1 
dou 't \\'ant the ,vater drained from n1y ci::,teru. 11 The boys cry back, 
'' Kirk,vood ,vont let us in.'' The chief fireman an:s"'ers, "Don't 1uind 
hiru, hurry up! Go along about your business, quick!" Thon I stand 
and claim my constitutional rights and make personal resi:stance. •~b£1 
chief fireman seC'iug it says, "Boys, just lay that crazy man one ~,dl' 
till the fire is oYer . [laughter] and then we "·ill settle the damage with 
hi 111 " [Applause] The people " 'ould say the fire1na11 "'as right an1l I 
\\'a-; \\'l"Ong. And they ,vould spC'ak the truth. 'l'he constitntionnl 
l'iahts which a citiJii>n 1nar haYe in tinl<'S of pe:tt'e anu safety, 1unst gi,P 

o . "I \Yay ,vhcn in tinlns of ,var puhlil' c.l·inger l'l'«1uire,. l~utyou say, "I 11~ 

,Yar is a terribh' Lhing; \Ve" :int peace." So do I ,yaut pt>aC<', hut you 
\\ nnL agreo to my ,vay of getting: it. What is your \\'ay? "Con1p1.'0 

1uise with them. ,ve can ne, er "·hip the rehels, ,ve mu~t con1pro1nt,t 
,vi Lb them." No\v, I think ,ve can ,vhip them. '\Yith your help Wt 
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could do it very soon. but \\-e shall put this rebellion do,vn "'hether 
>'Ott help or not. [Applause]. 

So 111uch has never been done in the ,Yorld to put do,vu an eue1uy 
1s has been done by our administration since thi:-; rebellion began. \Ve 

lha\"e conquered more territory in this "ar than N apoleou eYer cou
iuered, and it is territory that counts ,vith us. Our great trouble is 
that the enemy haYe all creation to run oYer and keep out of the ,yay. 
Suppose \Ye had the entire force of the rebellion shut up within the 
State of Missouri? \Vhere would the rebellion be no,v? But you say 
"<'tnpro1nise. How shall ,ve compromise? Farmers can compromise 
\"\'here there is a question regarding the line " 'hich separates their 
lands. They can fix a line which will do justice to both which ,Yill be 
equally fair for the one as for the other, and thus settle the matter 
forever. But how shall we compro1nise ,vith these rebels'? What are 
we disputing about·t They say they will not sub1nit to the sa1ne la,vs 
that govern you an<l 1ne. \V"e say they shall. No,v, ho,v ,vill you man
tge that'? You cannot compro1uise by saying that they need not obey 
. he1u and I 111ust. I ,vill uot stan<l that, I count 1nyself just as goo<l as 
::,outhern chi\ alry. Put us uu<ler the g0Yernn1eut on an equality if 
} vu ,vill, but I shall sttl)lnit to nothing less. You ,vrong n1e and yon 
\\ rong the governrnent by any other arraugemcut. I don't uelieY-e in 
5~tting peace. I don't beliere ,ve can get a Y~il11able peace by compro
n1ise "·ith rebels in arms. \Vhen you offer to compromise " ·ith such 
n1en, you encourage reuelliou. Suppose a thief comes in the uight 
Lnll steals vour horses ancl runs then1 off. In the morning you look 
or the1n. You cou1e across au old log house out some"·here " ' here 
ou see the horses, and you are satisfied that the mau who stole tbe111 

'.!; inside. You notice as you approaeh, that parts of the chinking Le
.ween the logs are knocked out, and through the boles a ro,v of guns 
>rutrudes. You get uear enough to demand your p1·operty, and you 
lo so. The thief threatens your life and says you can't ha, e it. You 
·01ue back to to,\·n and get the sheriff, and he gets a hun<lre<l men auc.l 
, ou a .l go out again. A.s you approach the cabin the thieves threaten 
o fire their gnus upon you. You see the thing is gelling dt>sperate. 
1 ou can easily o,·ercome them, bul you are afrai<l somebody will get 
1urt. While you pause lo cons:der tbe ruatler a n1omeot in C'Omes an 
,ut::.iJer "'born any sensible mau "\-Youl<l take to be one of the gang and 
•ays, '' I'll tell yon ho,v to get out of the scrape. Just co1npro1nise 
.r ith the1n." You say, "Ho,v cau ,ve? 11 lle replies, •· Give up one-half 
,f the property,and take Lhe other half.'' Youagreetoitandthe 
natter is soon arranged. You take one-half of your proprrty, and 
·ome hotue ,vi thou t further trouble, and leave the other half to the 
hieves. You run to the house and say, "Wife, we came near having 
L bloody tiine; the fello,vs talked pretty saucy, and threatened to shoot 
ls, but we scareJ them out an<l settled up without having anybody 
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hurt." [Laughter]. ' ' Settled it,,, your wife would say, "how did you 
settle it?" "Why ,ve had to give them one-half the horses and let them 
go, and they let us bring the other half home.', "Why you cow·ard, '' 
your wife " 'ould say. She ,vould really think you a miserable coward, 
and ,vould turn her back on you a ll day and all night. [Uproarous 

laughter]. 
Now, would this be a profitable way of settling with thieves·• 

Would it be a.n honorable way? Would it free you f.rom further 
depredations upon your property? Would such a "settlement" bl' 
likely to last long without further trouble? You know it would not. 
You know you would be offering a premium for stealing. Yon ,vould 
be saying to thieves, " If you co1ne to steal my property, I ,vill give 
you one-half you get and let you go unharmed and unpunished.,, Now, 
it is just so with rebels in arms. If you do compromise with them and 
give them what they nsk, you encourage them to rebel eYery time 
things do not go exactly to suit them. The people of the South rebelled 
because they were beaten at an election, \Ve ,vill say. Now, if you 
give up to the1n on that ground, how do you know that the "Black 
Republicans" will not rebel next time, if they are beaten? It may be 
the turn of the Abolitionists next. It wont do to settle in this ruanuer. 
If the right to rebel is half acknowledged by compromise, if the weak· 
ness of the government is thus acknowledged ,ve shall neYer be at 
peace. We shall soon have no government at all. The true way to 
secure peace is to crush the rebellion out, to grind the ene1ny to the 
earth. Give them Greek fire and sword and bayonet continually, 
without stopping a moment to give then1 breath, until the signal of 
unconditional surrender appears. When they are ·willing to obey the 
la\vs as they stand, when they lay do,vn their arms, " 'hen they stop 
firing on the old flag, when they express a "'illingness to show proper 
respect for the authorities of our go,·ernment, it ,vill be ti1ne for us to 
stop fighting. We can then talk with them if they desire to reason 
about the matter. We must enforce the laws everywhere. The peo· 
ple eyerywhere must understand that there is no sneh thing as indulg· 
ing iu a factious opposition to the laws of the land ,vith impunity, thut 
there can be no such thing as a successful appeal from the ballot box 
to arms, and then ,veshall have peace worth having. [Great applause] 

I feel like talking to you a little r egarding our approaching election, 
because I feel that it is intimately connected ,vith the '"ar. The good 
name of our State depends very much upon the character of tbP 
men who fill its offices. T,Yo men are mentioned in connection 
,vith the office of Governor. I kno,v both n1en. I believe they arCI 
both brave men. Some are saying that Col. Stone is not a bra-re 
man. I think be is a brave man. It has been my duty to look 
after him somewhat in this respect. His promotion bas come through 
my hands. I have had pretty good opportunities for judging, and I 
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tssure you he \Vould never have been promoted by any act of mine if 
had not known him to be a brave mau. [Applause]. I wonl<l not 

letract a particle fron1 the good name of the man ,vho led the noble 
o,va second up the hill at Donelson. *Gen. Tuttle has proved his 

l>ravery '"ell. But there are others as bra.,·e as he is. * * * There 
vere thousands in the ranks that were just as brave as the men who 
ed then1, and they deserve their full share of the honor. I tell you 
he ruen in the ranks deserve more at your hands than the men who 
\'ear the straps. [Applause and cries of that's so]. You say if Col. 
ruttle is a good man why not vote for him in preference to Col. Stone. 
,Vhy, Col. Stone is a good man and his associates on the ticket are 

· nen of undoubted loyalty. 
This cannot be said of the associates of Gen. Tuttle. He is on the 

icket with Duncombe, as bitter a Copperhead as there is in the State; 
tnd with Mason, who pledged himself two years ago, ,vhen a candi
late for the Supreme bench, to decide the law authorizing the issue of 
,tate bonds to be unconstitutional. The very bonds, colonel, (to Col. 
{ro,vn of the Io,va third who was upon the stand) with which I 
,btained the money to clothe your regiment. Mason still stands 
,ledged to this thing. Tuttle is dissatisfied with the treatment of the 
(overnment towards Vallandingham. He is dissatisfied because Val
andingha1n was not hung. There are men in Iowa whom be says 
,ught to be hung, and yet these persons are going to vote for him. 
rhere is something strange about this. I would not expect a man to 
upport me whom I thought ought to be hung. I should not want him 
o vote for me. I tell you there must be a trick somewhere. Some
,ody is to be cheated. Either the Copperheads are to be cheated, 
,r we are. When they are trying to make the soldiers and Cqp
Jerheads vote together, the same ticket, you may be sure some
hing is wrong. 1 can prevent myself from being cheated. I can 
~eep myself perfectly safe by not voting that ticket. Are you 
,illing to run the risk? (Cries of no! no!) I hope you will not. I 
,ish I could talk to the soldiers a few minutes about this matter. But 
here is no need of it. Soldiers understand this matter as well as we 
lo, and they are more in earnest. Suppose the ticket which Gen. Tut
le heads is elected. Then sup pose it may hap pen, human !if e is 
tncertaia, suppose Gen. Tuttle dies. Then you have Duncombe in the 
·hair of the chief magistrate of the proud State of Iowa. An executive 
, ho ,vill bitterly oppose the furnibhing a man or a dollar to aid the 
{overnment. I repeat, there is a trick somewhere. The plain open 
vay is upon the other side. 

Ladies, I have been talking to these men about their duties. They 
nay not heed me, but I have faith to believe that you will. I there
·ore desire one word with you. You have a ,vonderful influence, and 

•Democratic candidate for Governor, running against Col. Stone. 
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you can make H, of great serYice in the struggle which is upon us. 
You have done ,vell. Through the instrum<.>ntality of the Sanitary 
Commission, you have done a great, a noble, work. I wish you could 
kno,v ho'.v heartily the brave boys-the poor, sick and wounded fel
lows-thank you, and pray God to bless you. But there is still more 
you can do. You can cast your influence against the enemies of the 
government at home. Set your faces against them. Let them know 
that you do not entertain a very high respect for them. And you 
young ladies should exert your influence in this direction. When you 
meet one of these young men who bang about home ,vith no excuse, 
who is down on the Administration and the war, and the policy of the 
government generally, and who never has any fault to find with Jct! 
Davis or the Rebels-I say, when you meet such a young man at the 
lecture room, or the social party, or anywhere else, and he offers his 
arm to escort you, just tell him you prefer to be excused. [Laughter.] 
And should one of these young men have the impudence to ask you to 
marry him, just say, "No; I'm going to "'ait and marry a soldier.'' 
[Applause.] I bad a little talk with the boys back of Vicksburg, and 
I told them that all the prettiest and best lo'.va girls were going to wait 
for husbands until they got home. I wish you could have heard the 
cheers upon cheers they sent up. The soldiers are almost all good 
cooks, you know, and that is one advantage. [Laughter.] And, again. 
the man who is false to his country, mark my word for it, cannot be 
true to you. * * * 

In conclusion, let me appeal to you all to come forward and strire 
to heal up the divisions ,vhich exist among us. If ,ve could only :tll 
take hold and strive earnestly together, we should soon make an eud 
of this war. Division has kil1ed thousands of our brave boys. It is 
killing them yet. Let us work together. Let us all with one unite<l. 
earnest effort put our shoulders 1 o the ,vheel and we shall soon ha,·e 
peace and a restore1l U nlon. [Long continued applause and three 
cheers for Governor Kirkwood.] 

Speeches ,vere ma<le by Governor I{irkwood at several 
other places during the canvass. 

Dubuque county had been note<l as containing quite us 

large a per cent. of disloyalty as any other in the State, null 
one in whjcb was manifested much opposition to the enforce· 
ment of a draft, if one should L>e ordered. It ,vas also the 
residence of that prince of disloyalists an<l that preacher of 
treason, D. A. Mahoney. 

At a Union meeting hcl<l here early in September, this is 
reported as a speech n1ude there by the Governor: 
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Ft.llou:-citizens of Dubuque :-1\Iy name is not on the prograw as 
1e a.nnouncell to speak here on this occasion; but beiug here, and 
·ing c-alled upon, I will say a fe,v words-because I have a fe,v ,v-ords 
ut I "'ant to say right here in Dubuque. 

1 Perhaps you kno,v I have been favoring the organization of volun
er co111panies and arming the,u in ,,arions places in the State. I find 
at there haYe beeu n1en base enough to say that these companies are 
•ing armed for the purpose of driving Democrats from the polls on 
t:ction day. I also find that men are fools enough to believ~ it. 
nrl I ,vaut to tell you why I have done this. 

The other day a 111an in Keokuk county got into a ro"" very unfor
nately for hin1self-got killed. His friends in that vicinity chose to 
J)ieYe that the perpetrators ,vould not be called to an account and 
1nh,hed uy the proper authorities, and accordingly attempted to take 
e matter into their own hands. The result has been such as to show 
at their services in the case ,vere not needed. 
·You remember that the draft com1nenced in New York the other 

LY and a mob ,vas raised to stop it, and threats have been made that 
e sa111e thing vvould be clone here in Iowa-,vould be done here in 
ubuque. And I wanted to talk here in Dubuque just long enough to 
11 you that it will be a Yery bad thing to start a mob here in opposi
Jn to the draft. It is for your own interest that no mob is started 
:re. I tell you I will see to it that any mob that is started shall be 
1t clo,Yn for you! You see that I am not only a plain-looking man, 
1t a plain-speaking man; and I intend to speak plainly. 

\Vhen this war began Io"ra had no history. People in the East 
1e\Y there " ·as such a State west of the Mississippi, but they supposed 
,,·as inhabited by a few white persons and a good many Indians, and 
at the balance of the population was composed of wolves. But 
,va 1s soldiers have been making a patriotic name for her. On every 
Lttlefielcl in the West since the com mencen1ent of the ,var they have 
ught, and fought ,vith a bravery not surpassed by any other State in 
e Union. Iou;a has a narne now. And it ,vill be a shame, a burning 
a111e, men and women of Io,va, if the soldiers who are in front of the 
1e1uy cannot be assured that their ,vi,es and children and loved ones 

home can be protected fro1n traitors in the rear. Why, down in 
'eokuk county, the county records had been packed up and were 
>out to be carried to a ruore safe place of deposit, and the ,,·ives and 
milies of absent soldiers trembled and fled in fear from their homes. 
·hat ,vill the soldiers think? What did the soldiers from Keokuk 
,unty think when they learned that their homes bad been in jeop
·dy, and that their mothers, and ,vives, and daughters, and sisters 
ere made to tremble for their lives, unprotected because they had 
ven up those who once cared for them to the service of their coun
y't Such a burning shame shall not disgrace our State and grieve 

... 
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the hearts of our noble soldiers again without punishment, <lire, swift 
and sure, reaches the traitor that engages in it. '.fhe homes and fami
lies &nd property of those who have gone to tight their country's bat
tles must be protected; ancl may my God forget me in my hour of 
sorest need if I do not see to it tbat they are protected. 

But the affair in Keokuk county "'as soon ended, and those ,vho 
engaged in it will think t"'ice, I am of the opinion, before they enlist 
in such an enterprise again. It commenced on Saturday. I receht:J 
,vor<l. of the position of affairs ou Tuesday, and by Wednesday night 1 
had five companies and one piece of artillery on the ground, and by 
Thursday night five more companies and another piece of artillery; 
and there ,vas not a blank cartridge there. And I tell you if it be· 
comes necessary for me to come here to Dubuque on the same errand, 
I shall not bring a blank cartridge here. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Letter to the President-Last Annual 1llessage-Gen. Baker's Compli
ment to the Governor- 1'he Governor's to the General-Kirkwoocl's
Gubernatorial .Arln1inistration-D1jficulties Encountered- His Aole 
.Assistants-Allison, Price, E. Clark, R. Clark, Hubbard, Baldwin, 
Nutt, Edwards, lngham, Sanders, Dodge-Dodge Sent f or .Ar-nis
Gets Them When Others Could Not- l s .Appointed Colonel of the 
Fou1·th l owa-The Governor Childless-Children in the F arnily
S. Kirkwood Clark-Enlistment-Wounded at .Arkansas Post-Dies 
From the Wound-Letters From His Un:cle-From His Colonel
.Appointed Minister to Denmark. 

ST. Louis, Feb. 2, 1863. 
Bis Excellency the President : 

Sm-Appreciating as I do the responsibilities and cares of your 
position, I have avoided obtruding upon you my opinions, except in 
cases wbereiu I ,vould, in my judgment, have been wanting in my 
duty to my country had I forborne to do so. A case of this kind, in my 
judgment, now presents itself, illustrating a grave question of policy. 

On the 8th of January Col. William T . Sha,v received from Major
Gen. Curtis, commanding the Department of the Missouri, written 
orders to repair to Helena, Ark. , and report to the officer command
ing the Eastern District of Arkansas, for duty in organizing and mus
tering in troops to be raised from persons emancipated from servitude 
for garrison and other duties as contemplated in the proc
lamation of his Excellency the President of the United States 
of the 1st of January. In obedience to this order, Col. Shaw re
paired to Helena, reaching that point about the 16th of January, and 
reported to Brigadier-General Gorma n, commanding, delivering the 
or<ler of General Curtis. General Gorman positively refused to recog
nize Col. Sha,v as an officer unuer his command; positively r efused to 
issue any orders or to afford Col. Sha,v any facilities to execute the 
orders of Gen. <Jurtis ; used grossly insulting language to Col. Shaw 
for being willing to act under such an order; stated that if he (Gen. 
Gorman) had any officer under his command that v.rould help to exe
cute such orders he would have him mustered out of service, and that 
if any man should attempt to raise negro soldiers there his men would 
shoot them. Throughout the entire interview his demeanor and lan
guage to Col. Shaw was grossly insulting and abusive. Shortly after 
this interview, a member of the Second Arkansas Cavalry handed to 

267 



• 

268 
. 

THE LIFE AND Tli\IES OF SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

Col. Shaw a letter directed on the outside of the envelope, (;Col. Shaw, 
in charge of negro camp ." The letter '\'as as follo\vs: 

"EXECUT1VE OFFICE, HELENA, Ark., Jan. 23, 1865. 

'' General Orders }lo. 2. 
"No person, or persons, 1n the State of Arkansas shall be enlisted.. 

or recruited, to serve as soldiers except by an officer duly appointed by 

the Military Governor of this State. 
"AMOS F. ENO, 

'' Secretary of State, pro tern." 

execute the order of Gen. Cuftis, Col. Shaw finding be could not 
reported in person to him. 

Mr. President, I do not desire to intermeddle in matters with ,vhich 
I have not legitimate concern, nor do I think I am so doing in bring
ing this matter to your notice. Col. Sha,v is a galla.nt officer from the 
State of Io\va, commanding the Fourteenth Regiment Ion'a Volunteer 
Infantry. He led his regiment braYely at Donelson and Shiloh; was 
taken prisoner at the latter place, aucl after a long and severe impris
onment, \Vas paroled and exchanged in October last. Except in mili· 
tary position, he is at lea.st Gen. Gorman 1s equal. He has been grossly 
insulted while endea,voring, as a good soldier should , to execute the 
orders of his superior officer. 

But the prer,ise point to which I desire to direct your attention is 
this: The proclamation issued by yot.:. on the 1st of January last was 
au act tne most ·important you have eyer performed and more import· 
ant than, in all human proba,bility , you will ever again perform. I 
shall not here argue -..vhethet· its results will be good or evil. 

Had you not believed the good of the country im!Jeratively de
manded its issuance, you ,vould not have issued it . I DlOSt cordially 
and heartily endorse it But, Mr. President, that proclamation can
not be productive of good results unless it is observed and put in force. 
You know its promulgation bas aft'o1·ded many n1en a pretext fur 
arraying themselves against the country, and if, having been promul· 
gated, it is allo\ved to be inoperati\'e, its effects must be all evil an<l 
none good. Then bo,v may it be executed ? Can it be, ,vill it be, by 

such men as General Gorman? 
Permit me to say, in all frankness, but ,vith proper respect anJ 

deference, the history of the world cannot sho,v an instance ,vhere a 
policy of a nation to array n1en strongly for or against it ,vas ever 
successfully carried into effecL by its opponents. ]tis not in the n:itun 
of things it should be so, and with the facts herein present.ed ,vithiu 
my kuo,vledge, I can not feel that I have discharged my duty ,vithout 
saying that, in my judgment, it cannot produce the good effects its 
friends believe it is capable of producing, and must produce only evi~, 
unless you depend for carrying it into effect upon those ,vho believe it 
to be a ,vise and good measut:e. 
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l\,fany men holding high commands in the armies of the Union 
openly denounce the proclamation as an '·abolition" document, and 
say it has changed the war n·om a \var for the Union into a war for 
freeing the negroes. This is caught up and goes through the ranks 

land produces a demoralizing effect on the men " 'hose affiliation has 
been with the Demoeratic party, and they say ''they did not enlist to 
fight for niggers; ' ' ,vhile the men ,vhose affiliation has been with the 
Republican party are disheartened and discouraged at discovering that 
the policy of the President, \\·hich they heartily eudorse and approve, 
is ridiculed and th\\•arted by the men who should carry it into effect. 
Ir that proclamation is not to be respected and enforced, it had better 

· never have been issued. I am unwilling to be misinterpreted or mis
understood. I am not influenced by party political considerations. 
There are few men in the country with whom I baYe differed more 
,videly politically than ,vith Gen. Butler, yet it is to 1ne a source of 
great pleasure that he is to supersede, at New Orleans, a distinguished 
and able officer of my own political faith. Gen. Butler is prompt, 
ready and anxious to do tbe " 'ork assigned him, and such are the men 
"·e uH1st have to obtain success. I care not ,vbat their political opin
ions have been, if they are unconditioually for the Union to-day. 

P ermit me further to call to your notice the document copied 
herein issued by • Amos F. Eno, Secretary of State, pro tem." As the 
<Jo,ernor of the loyal State of Io,va, duly elected by the people of that 
State, I would not feel at liberty to order that no person should be 
enlisted or recruited as soldiers in I owa, except by an officer duly ap
pointed by myself; and it certainly seems to me that the subordinate 
of a military governor, appointed by you, for a State in rebellion 
against the government, should not have that po,ver. This act of this 
niao is evidence of the determination of men holding their authority 
from you to disregard and bring into disrepute the policy you have 
felt bound to adopt. There is a further act of this Mr. Eno that I feel 
obliged to bring to your notice. H e claims to act as the Adjutant
General of the Military Governor of Arkansas, and I am informed by 
authority, upon which I confidently rely, be turned from 100 to 150 
sick aud ,vounded soldiers out of a comfortable house, ,vherein they 
had been placed, in order to use the house as his headquarters; that 
these poor fellows ,vere r emoved ,vhile it " 'as raining. and that some 
of the1n actually died while being removed. There are many sick and 
"ounded Io,va soldier~ at the place, and so1ne of them may have bee a 
a1nong those thus treated. I ,vould not, in n1y judgment , be discharg
ing my duty to them, if I did not hring this matter to your notice and 
demand a,n investigation of the facts alleged . 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 
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On the 11th day of Januar)·, 186-!, ihc annual gubernu---torial n1e8sage was delivered, in which the State's finances 
were declared never to have been in a more health)r condi
tion. School and University Funds and Lands, Des lloi11t'S 
River Grant, Swamp Land Grant, Ag ricultural College 
Grant, Supren1c Court, State U nivcrsity, Charitable In~titn
tions and State Historical Society, were treated upon and 
their condition and needs were presented and discussed. In 
regard to the latter the Governor says: 

•·Passing events render the work of this ,ociety vastly more im
portant than ever before. We are now ma.king bislory "' ith ,vonder
ful rapidity, but are niaking it in a fragmentary manner. Future agt>~ 
demand of us that ,ve collect and preserve these fragments as rualeri:11 
fro1n which a full and reliable record of the great events of our day 
may be preserved. This, ,vith the ordinary ,vork of the society iu l'lll 
lecting the early history of our State, is more than it can well perfonn 
,vith the means at its disposal. No n1au can be !oun<l to devote lo it 
the necessary time without compensalion. I recomruend au ap(ft·opri· 
ation of $500 as a compensation for this purpose, in addition to th~ 
$500 appropriated to it for other purposes.'' * * * 

ORGANIZING AND ARi\lI NG VOLUNTEER CO:\lPA.NIES. 

I becaiue satisfied during the early part of last summer that 
designing men in this, as in other loyal States, ,vere making prl'para
tions for an armed resistance to the authority of the General Go,eru
ment. The lav.r of Congress, providing for a draft to fill the ranks t

1f 
the Union army, contained a provision that ,vas eagerly seized upon 
to array the poorer of our people against the govern1uent, upon th0 
specious pretense that the object of the la-.v ,vas to discrimiuate ll1 

• 

t\veen the rich and the poor, to the injury of the poor. 
The action of the goveru1nent in freeing and using the slaves in 

the Rebel States for the snppression of the rebellion ,vas representl'1l 
as a scheme hy the govern1nent to overrun the free States ,Yith tho 
freed slaves, to the prejudi ce of the interest of the poor white men. 

The government,, in some iustances, arrested an<l teniporaril,r ini
prisonetl , or sent beyond our lines, persons whose restra.int th<' pul,lic 
sa,fel,y required , and this ,vas interpreted to mean an intention on the 
part, of the goYernnient to break down all the defenses ot ch ii libert1 
and to establish a despotism. 1'he entire policy of our go,·ern1nl:'nt, a
interpreted by these men, was that the war \Vas ,vaged, not for the 
preservation of the Union, but for the abolition of slaYery; that tbo 
object of the government in seekiug to abolish sla,·cry ,vas to bring 
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the freed slaves North and force their labor into competition with that 
of the poor white man; that by the so-called Conscription Law, the 
government sought to force only the poor m en into the ranks of the 
army to effect these objects so prejudicial to their interests, and that 

l while these objects were being effected, the government intended to 
overthro\V our free institutions and establish in their stead a des
potism ! 

It is passing strange that intelligent men could be found so wicked 
as to make these statements, and that other men could be found so 
ignoraot and foolish as to believe them. But so it was. These state-
111ents were made through the press and on the stump in the most 

· violent a.nd exciting language, apparently ,vith all the earnestness of 
con,iclion, and thousands of honest but deluded men belieT"ed them, 
and in consequence entertained feelings of deep hostility to the gov
ernment. In this excited state of the public mind, secret societies 
were organized in many, if not all, of the loyal States, the members of 
which were, to some extent, secretly armed for the avowed purpose of 
protecting themselves from what were called "Arbitrary Arrests." 
But I am satisfied it was with the intent on the part of the leaders to bring 
their members into armed collision with the General Government in 
case an attempt should be made to enfor6e the draft. The natural re
sult of these teachings and this action ,vas seen in the bloody riot that 
occurred in the chief city in the Union, and in siJDilar smaller out
breaks in other places. 

Under these circumstances my duty seemed to me to be plain and 
clear. I was bound to see to the enforcement of the laws, and the 
preservation of peace and good order; and when organized action 
,vas being taken through the state to prevent the one, and violate the 
other, I did not think my duty permitted me to wait until the evil was 
upon us, before I took steps for its prevention. I accordingly callc<l 
upon the loyal men of the State who were ,villing to aid in the enforce• 
ment of the law, to organize a volunteer company in each county of 
the State. Such companies were promptly organized in most of the 
counties, of loyal and substantial citizens, and as they were organized 
I placed arms and ammunition in their hands to make their organiza
tions effective. By these 1neans a. sufficient force was provided to 
preserve the peace of the State, and insure the enforcement of the la,v 
of Congress, without ,veakening our ar1ny facing the enemy by with
dra,ving any portion of it for that purpose, anJ in my judgment this 
state of }_)reparation to preserve the peace, tended largely to prevent 
its violation. There ,vas but a single occasion in ,vhich it \Vas neces
sary to use the force, thus organized, and that ,vas in Keokuk county.* 

At the commencement of the session of the Ninth General 
Assembly, the State had organized and sent to the field fourteen rf'gi-

*The evtinle lon1,ected with that case ha,·e heretofore been narrated, see page 244.-52, 

• 
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ments of infantry, three regiments of cavalry, and three batteries of 
artillery; and had in process of organization two regiments of 
infantry, and one of cavalry. Of these regiments the first infantr} 
was enlisted for three mouths, and had then been mustered out of ser
vice. All the others were enlisl<'cl for three years. Since the con1-
mencement of that session the t,vo regiments of infantry and one of 
cavalry, then incomplete, have been organized, and in addition there
to twenty-four regiments of infantry, five regiments of cavalry, aurl 
one battery, anrl. all for three years. Besides these complete organi
zations a large number of men have been enlisted for regiments in the 

field . * * * 
Besides the troops thns furnished to the Army of the Union, tbero 

were organized five companies of mounted men for the protection of 
our northwestern frontier against Indians, and ten companies of 
mounted men on our southern borders. to protect the persons nnd 
property of our people on that line, against the depredations of organ
ized bands of guerillas from l:\1issonri. * * * The companie:- on 
the norlh\vestern frontiers have all been disbanded, and their plar" 
supplied by troops of the United States. While these companies ,rert' 
in service, they were required to erect block houses and other hnil«l
ings at different points for their o,vn con"\"enience, and to serve ns 
r allying points for the people in case o! attack. These buildings arc 
now occupied in whole or in part. by the United States troops on tha 
line. I recomn1end such legislation as may be necessary for the pn · 
servation of these bnilc.lin.! s. They may be useful in the future, iu 
case of another outbreak of the Indians. 

We o,ve much, very mnch, to t.he brave men ,yho have gone out 
from atnong us to take their places in the ranks of the army, battling 
for the preservation of the Constitution and the Union. ,ve o"'e n111<'h 
to those of them ,vho are still living to fight for us, and 1nuch more to 
the families of those ,vho have gh·en their lives for our protection. 
Their duty to go Vi'as no greater tha,n ours, but, in patriotis1n tb~y fat 
excelled us. How shall ~ve pay this debt. ? The praise we so frc«~l) 
accord, the honors " 'e so joyfully confer on them. and the gratitude 
,ve so deeply feel are but small recompense. Of those who have dicid 
in the hospital and on the battlefield, many have left behind. the.LU 
young children, ,vho need care. protection and etlucation, whil'h the 
State 1s under the 1nost. solernn obligation to supply. Some of the 
soldi<>rs yet lh ing ha Ye h<'<'ll so far clisa,hlC'd, that.they cannot pr0pe1 ly 
earc for the1nselvcs. These ,ye shonhl support and maintaiu. I \'t.>f.\ 

earnestly recommend that either wholly by t.be State, or by means of 
aid tnrnished by the State to those of 011r p<'ople ,vho rnay be 1lisposed 
to enter upon this work, ample pro,Tision be n1ade for a home in ,vhich 
the chilclren of deceased soldiers may be cared for, and educawrl, 
an<l in \Ybich those of our soldiers who may not be 1:1,bl~ to snpport 

( 

·1 
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themselves may pleasantly live the honored guests of a grateful 
people. * * * 

Much has been done by sanitary associations in this and other 
States for the health and comfort of our troops in the field and in the 

lhospital, and for the support of their families at home. 
The business of the General Sanitary Association, and of the local 

aid societies in furnishing supplies to our soldiers in the field, has no,v 
become ,veil arranged and systematized and conseq 1ently much more 
Pff ective. This work can be done much better by those societies than 
by the State, and I r ecommend that the State leave tho matter in thei r 
hands. There should be ho,\•eve;r a liberal appropriatio.1 for a con-

, ti ngent fund, under the control of the Governor, from ,vhich he can 
upon emergency furnish aid to those societies, and to sich. and disabled 
soldiers under special circumstances, and by 1neans of ,vhich he can 
;end to and keep in the field such agents for the State, as may be 
~eceseary for the comfort and ,vell being of our soldiers. 

I v~ry earnestly r ecommend that so rue systematic mode of furnish
ng aid t o the needy famili es of our soldiers be adopted. \Vhether 
his can be best done by monies furnished by the State and distributed 
>Y persons appointed by the State, or through the ius trumeatality of 
ocal ai<i societies, is a question of doubt . It is very certain the work 
;hould be done in some ,vay, and I have no doubt your ,visdom will 
tscer tain and adopt the proper mode. * * * 

NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

I cannot close this communication, and with it my official connec• 
ion with the people of the State, wi thout ad, ertiug to the condition 
,f national affairs in ,vhich ,ve are all so deeply and vitally interested. 
: he war for the destruction of the Union on 1 he one hand, and for its 
•reservation on the other, st ill goes on. During thf" present year the 
1ccesses of the Union arms baYe been so numerous a nd so i111portant, 

hat the public mind appears to have settled don·u into the belief that 
ur ultimate success is certain , and not far distaut; and is now to 
ome extent occupied "'ith the question of reconstruction so-called. 
' he question as to the n1anner in vvhicb, and the ter1ns and c·onditious 
n which, the people within the territory co1nposing the rebel States 
an again take part with the people of tue loyal States in administer-
1g the affairs of the General Go,·ernment. 

The President has recently issued a proclan1ation to the people of 
'le rebel States, in which he proposes to then1 such terms and condi
ons a s in his judgment are right and proper. H e propo~es in sub
' a.nce, that as soon as the number of the Yot ing population of any 
ne of those States, equal to one-tenth of the entire voting population 
f the State, as shown at the last presidential el<'ction, shall take an 
ath, the forn1 of vvhich is prescribed, and shall establish a ne,v gov-
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ernment, Republican in form, and consistent with the terms of the 
prescribed oath, such government shall be recognized as the true 
government. of the State and protected as such. * * * 

(Here follow the exceptions prescribed by the President:) 
The terms and conditions proposed by the President are that the 

party guilty of treason shall swear : 
First-That he will faithfully support, protect and defend the Con· 

stitution of the United States and the union of the States thereunder 
Second-That 'he will abide by and faithfully support all acts of 

Congress passed during the existing rebellion with refe1·ence to slare,, 
so long and so far as not repealed, modified or held void by Congress 
or by decision of the Supreme Court; and, 

Third-That he will abide by aod faithfully support all proclama-
tions of the President, made during the existing rebellion, having ref 
erence to slaves, so long and so far as not modified by the decisions of 

the Supreme Court 
Are these terms and conditions reasonable? * * * This is ju~t 

,vhat it is the du~y of every citizen to do-to abide by and support the 
la,v until changed by the la,v-m:1king po,ver or declared void by the 
courts. * * * In imposing these terms and conditions on thoso in 
rebellion against our g0Yern1uent ,vho may desire to lay down theit 
arms, the President is but requirit1g of them the performance of n 
duty required of all men ,vbo have remained loyal. * * * 

It is directly or impliedly admitted by all that sla,ery is the c•:u1sc 
of the civil war now desolating our land, although different partit• 
endeavor to throw tbe immediate blan1e upon their adversaries. Thr 
anti-slavery men of the country say that slavery is the cau:-e of th

1 

,var because, being founded on force, it is necessarily aggressire in 
its character; that it necessarily makes slaveholders, as a <'Jae, 
haughty, overbearing, impatient of control, and un\villing to subm t 

their opinions to those of a majority ,vhom they consider their in 
feriors. Some of the Rebels ad1nit frankly that the desire to pcrpelt1· 
ate slavery, and to make it the "corner-stone'' of the ne\v Conf odt'r· 
acy, caused the rebellion; while others and their apologists general!, 
insist that the ca,use of onr troubles is, not slavery itself, but th• 
fanaticism of anti-slavery men on the subject of slavery; and ther" is 
still another class of our people who declare that, in their judg1ut1h• 
the cause of the " 'ar is to ue found in the fanaticism on the subject 

01 

slaYery among tbe extremists North and South. These are unt rari 
ous staten1ents of the same thing, sho,ving that ho"·ever prejudke 

01 

partisanship may seek to e,ade or disguise the fact, our pE>ople gener 
ally recognize slavery as the cause of the war. 

It is also true that slavery has been very n1uch w<'akeul'.d sinl'O thll 

war uegau; Yery large numbers of slares have been set free in 
1
acl, 

while other -very large nuu1 bers, yeL uudcr partial <'Ontrol of their 

' 
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.nasters, have been so operated on by events as to make them unfit for 
,laves. It is indeed thought by many North and South that, in any 
~vent slavery will perish. * * * 

But we should not permit the discussion of these or similar ques
ions to divert us from the paramount purpose of prosecuting the war 

~:arnestly and vigorously, until all men in rebellion against the gov
·rnment shall either voluntarily or by compulsion lay down their 
.rms. In this consists our only safety, and I feel well assured that 
·on "'ill, so far as depends on you, see to it that Iowa in the future, as 
n the past, will do her full share of this good \vork promptly and 
vell. 

1 The position occupied by our State in this war for the preservation 
1f the Union is a proud and enviable one. :From the first outbreak of 
he rebellion until the present time, Iowa has neither faltered nor 
vavered in the discharge of her duty. In both branches of the Na
ional Council she has presented an unbroken front to treason and 
ebellion, and has given a steady and undivided support to the Gen
ral GoT'ernment. Her State government in all its branches has given 
vidence of her unflinching and unconditional loyalty a!ld devotion to 
he good cause. Her people have at all times and promptly filled all 
equisitions made upon them for troops to fill the ranks of the Union 
rmies; and the men she has sent to the field have been at least second 
o none in all soldierly qualities. 

To these men yet another word is due from me. When this war 
,egan ours was a new State ,vithout a history. To-day her name 
tands on one of the brightest pages of our country's record-graven 
here by the bayonets of our brave soldiers-and that page is all over 
lowing ,vith the proofs of their heroism and devotion. We have set1t 
o the field no regiment of which we do not feel justly proud, and the 
are mention of the names of many of them stirs the blood and warms 
he heart of every Iowan. 

It may perhaps be permitted me to say that I trust when the his
Jry of the gallantry and devotion of these men shall be written, the 
osition I have held will of necessity connect my name humbly and 
ot discreditably with theirs, and that this trust affords compensation 
)r somewhat of toil and care, which have attended that position, and 
nould be sufficient to satisfy an ambition greater than mine. 

SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

In making his annual report to the Governor on the 11th 
f January, 1864-, Adjutant-General Baker, as this would be 
he last one he would 1nake to his present superior officer, 
nder whom he had served from his first appointment jn 

861, and with whom his relations had been of the most 
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friendly and confidential character, pays him this high com

pliment: 
"As we are about to terminate our official conner.tion, I trust that 

it will not be deemed improper for me to allude to the manner in 
which yon have directed the military matters of the State, includinl{ 
not only the organization <Jf the militia companies, the arming and 
equipping of the same, and the preparations made against the diffi.cul· 
ties on the borders and elsewhere, as well as the organization of the 
Yolunteers for United States service. Prompt in your decision:i, 
decided in your actions, faithful in your duty, you have met every 
emergency ,vith an energy and determination unsurpassed in any 

Executive of any State in the Union." 

This is what the Governor said in his last messag;e to the 
General Assembly in regard to his Adjutant-General: 

"The office of the Adjutant-General has been since the commence· 
ment of the ,var, and still is, a very important one. The labor and 
responsibility of the Adjutant-General have been very great.· The 
labor has ahvays been ,vell and promptly performed, and the respon· 
sibility cheerfully borne. The books of the office &re well systema· 
tized and kept in most excellent condition. * * * It afford, me 
great pleasure to say that whatever of success has attended the raisin~ 
and organization of troops in this State is due to the efficient ser"ices 
of the present incumbent of that office." 

DEP A.RTMENT OF STaTE, l 
WASHINGTON, March 18th, 1863. ~ 

Samuel J. Kiri-wood Esq., 
Iowa City, Iowa. 

SIR:-The President, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate having appointed you to be Minister Resident of the United 
States to Denmark, I have the honor to announce the same to you, 
and to request that you will inform this department how soon, in tbe 
event of your accepting the appointment, you will be prepared to pro· 

ceed to Copenhagen. 
I am, sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
\VILLIAM H. SEW ARD. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, row A, t 
IOWA CITY, ~larch 20th, 1863. I 

SIR:-1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of 
the 18th inst., announcing to me my appointment as l\'linister Re'-id1'll

1 

of the United States to Denmark, and enquiring ho,v soon, in case of 
my acceptance, I ~rill be prepared to proceed to Copenhagen. 

by 

Ill 
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I beg leave to tender my thanks for the honor conferred upon me 
y this appointment. 

The tender of this position to me ,vas wholly unexpected, and con
•quently I desire a short delay and some information before I make 

~1y determination. My principal reason for asking delay is this: The 
>ndition of affairs in this State at this time is somewhat critical and 
1aay of our people have expressed to me a strong Jesire that I shall 
>ntinue in the discharge of my present official duties for a fe,v 
onths longer. Will you be kind enough to inform me how long I 
tn be -permitted to remain here in case I accept the appointment ? I 

, so wish to know ,vhat attaches, if any, belong to this mission and 
)\V they are appointed and paid . 

Upon receiving this information I will immediately determine the 
1estion of acceptance. Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

on. Wm. H . Seward, Secretary of State, 
Washington City, D. C. 

imuel J. Kirkwood, E sq., 

DEPART)'IENT OF STA.TE, l 
WASHINGTON, April 18th, 1863. f 

Governor of Iowa, Iowa City. 

SIR:-Your letter of the 13th instant has been received, and the 
asons you assign for declining to accept the mission to Dentnark, 
1ich has been tendered to you, until the expiration of your term of 
t·vice as Governor of Io,va, are entirely satisfactory. You intimate, 
\vever, that it is possible these reasons may have less ,veight with 
u some fe"v months hence, and that you n1ay then, perhaps, feel at 

1erty to accept the appointment and to proceed to Copenhagen 
fore the close of your gubernatorial term. Under these circum
tnces, I see no objection to yollr holding the appointment under 
nsideration for a fe,v months at least. 

I aw, sir, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

muel J . Kirkwood E sq., 

D EPARTMENT OF STATE, l 
WASHINGTON, April 4th, 1863. f 

Iowa City, Iowa. 

S1R:-Your letter of the 80th ultimo has been received. In the 
~nt of your acceptance of the appointment as Min ister Resident to 
nmark, it is deemed desirable that you should proceed t o Copen
gen without much delay-say within two months. If, however, the 
blic interests in the State over which you preside, should in your 
lgment, render i-t necessary that your departure should be delayed 

• 
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beyoud that ti1ue, you have the PresidenVs peru1issiou to accept the 
appointment ,vith the understanding that you are to set out for your 
post as soon as you can do so ,vithout detri1nent to those interests. 

The law makes no provision for a.ttachcs to th'e legatipu. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM H. SEW ARD. 

ExECUTIVE OFFICE, low a, i 
Jo,vA CITY, April 13, 1868. f 

Hon. Wm. H. Seward, Secretary of State, 
Washington City, D. C. 

SIR: -The next regular session of the General Assembly of this 
State ,vill commence ou the second Monday (the 11th day of January), 
1864, and my term of service as Governor ,vill close as soon thereafter 
as the votes can be counted and my successor inaugurated. It will 
be very agreeable to me to accept the Mission to Denmark, if I can be 
permit.ted to do so at the expiration of my term of service as Governor, 
and after examining the matter carefully I cannot, consistently "'itb 
my sense of duty to the people of my State, accept it on any other 

terms, at this time. 
It is possible, that a fe,v months hence, the condition of a.ffuirs hen, 

will be so cbanged, that I may feel at liberty to leave the State &tan 
earlier date, but, it is I presu1ne desirable to have the question of my 
acceptance definitely settled and I therefore say that, if I can be per
mitted to remain at hoi;ne until the expiration of the term of my 
present office I ,vill be glad to accept, the posit.ion, and if not, that 1 
very respectfully decliue it. Of course, if my acceptance on this con
dition can be permitted in view of the public interests, my corupensa· 
tion as l\'.[inister Resident to Denmal'I-: " ' ill not comn1P.nce until the 
expiration of the term of my present office. 

I am unwilling to have yon suppose that I sought this position and 
then hesitated as to its acceptance after having it tendered to rue. I 
,vas informed in December last by the delegation in Congress, frolll 
this State, that my name bad been submitted to the President, aod 
ea,rly in January I \\'rote the1n that I could not, for the reasons a.bolo 
st.ated accept the position te11derecl. I heard nothing more of the 
matter until Isa"' in the u1:nvspapers the announcement of my now· 
ination and confirmation. 

I very 1uuch regret that I am compelled to send you what I prl'· 
sume is substantially a declination of a position "'hich, under other 
circumstances it ,vould he very agreeable to me to accept. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

• 
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With r eference to his acceptance Mr. Allison writes: 
DUBUQUE, March 15th, 1863. 

DEAR GOVERNOR:-! congratulate you ou your confirmation as 
Resident Minister to Den,nark. I r egret very much that you are 

) called to leaYe the State at so critical a period in its history. Your 
State ad1ninistration has been successful and impartial. You have 
,von the esteem and affection of the people. I fear very much that ,ve 
shall find difficulty in choosing a successor who will sustain our good 
nan1e and fame. I would like very much to see you before you leave 
t!ie State. Could you not hold the position in abeyance, until your 
term expires, or very nearly so ? We ,vill have a bitter contest this 
fall, and will need all the ,visdom, influence and ability we have to 
confront the rebels at home. You can be of great service to us, and 
thereby to the country, by remaining here most of the summer, if no 
longer. Whenever you go ho,vever, you will bear ,vith you the best 
,vishes of the loyal people of Io,va, ,vhom you have so well and faith
fully served . 

Sincerely your friend and servant, 
WM. B. ALLISON. 

The gubernatorial administration of Governor Kirkwood 
forms the most brilliant period in the ,vhole history of our 
8tate. Since its organization, never has history been more 
rapidly, more interestingly, more intelligently, more glow
ingly, or n1ore profitably made. It was, and must ever re• 
n1ain, our heroic age. Its leading participants will ever be 
our leading historical heroes. Entering upon the duties of 
the office during, or immediately after, a period of great
financial depression, with a t reasury wholly depleted, with 
public credit at its lo"rest ebb, when the war cry was raised 
the Governor had but to aslr for funds, when the vaults of 
our bank.s n.nd the pockets of our capitalists, though neither 
were very plethoric, at his magic call poured forth every dol• 
lar they could spare; bonds were voted and issued by the 
hundred thousand, till from these sources and taxes levied 
n1ore than a million of dollars ,vere poured into the treasury, 
and disbursed on that line of economic expenditure that lies 
between waste and extravagance on the one hand, and parsi
mony and stinginess on the other. 

\Vith no military organization except here and there a 
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single company, poorlJr armed, with no State arsenal and no 
arms except a few disabled muskets scattered hither and 
thither, he bad but to sound his patriotic bugle note, "'hero 
no militia had heretofore been listed; when 60,000 valiant 
soldiers rushed forward to enlist under his banner and go 
forth at his command to fight the battles of their country, 
where traitors were trying to destroy the best government 
that was ever organized and established to bestow blessings 

-, upon civilized man. Under laws passed upon his recon1-
mcndation, over 86,000 State militia were enrolled and more 
than ninety companies were organized that were afterwards, 
under his successors, formed into eighteen battallions and 
regiments and armed for home protection. 

His whole administration was loaded down with hercu
lean labors, but he proved to be the n1odern Hercules that 
could perform them all. Immense responsibilities were 
hea.ped upon him, bnt he met them all with a boldness and 
alacrity, coupled with an intelligence, an integrity and fore
sight, that enabled him to discharge all duties imposed upon 
him with honor to himself and to the advancement of the 
public welfare. · 

In the selection of his aids and trusted lieutenants were 
, ~ncluded such men as William B. Allison, Hiram Price, 

Ezekiel Clark, A. W. Hubbard, Caleb Baldwin, Rush Clark, 
John Edwards, S. R. Ingham, H. C. N uti, Ad. H. Sanders, 
G. M. Dodge, and others. The selection was a very wise 
and fortunate one, both for the Governor himself and for the 
various branches of the service in which they were respect
ively engaged, not one but that proved himself to be the right 
man in the right place, possessed of sound discretion, stern in
tegrity, undoubted loyalty anJ rare executive ability. As show
ing the confidence afterwards reposed in them by the people, 
it may be mentioned that six of them were afterwards sent to 
Congress, one being afterwards a colleague of the Governor 
in the United States Senate, in a seat which he still holds. 
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In the absence of telegraph. communication and fast mail 
facilities, it often became necessary for some of these aids 
to be entrustecl ,vith full discretionary executive powers, par-

'ticularly those who were to act on the southern anJ north
vrestern border, remote from the Executive office and not in 
reauy communication with it, and in no case were those 
powers exceeded or abused, but ,vere used with eminent 

I 

ttlJility in the promotion of the public good. 
Among these men one of the most determined and perse

vering was G. l\,I. DoJge. In the commencement of the war 
one of the greatest needs was arins. .For the purpose of 
obtaining them the Governor issued the follo\\·ing commis-. 
s1on: 

Capt. G. M. Dodge: 

EXECUTIVE CHAMBER, } 
DES MOINES, Iow A, May 25, 1861. 

DEAR SIR-I hereby confide to you a communication to Major
Gen. Harney, at St. Louis, desiring from him, or, through him, from 
the Secretary of '\\rar, 3,000 stand of arrns front the command at Fort 
K.earney, Neb. Should it be deen1ed proper by you, ,vhen at St. 
Louis, upon conference with Gen. Harney, to go to Washington City 
tn order the more readily to obtain these arms, I desire you to go 
~here at once. When the order is obtained you will report to me im
mediately for further instructions. 

Respectfully, 
SA1v1UEL J. KIRKWOOD, 

Governor of Iowa. 

Gen. Dodge a.t this time was captain of an independent 
nilitary cornpa.ny, ,vhich he had some years before organ
zed, an<.l which was known as the "Cuuncil Bluffs Guard.'' 
tle tried to get it into the First Regiment, and, failing here, 
nto the Second, but Governor ICirkwood refused to enlist it 
n either, thinking it would be needed for ihe protection of 
he southern border from Missouri Secessionists or the west
)rn Indians. 

So anxious was Dodge to enter upon active military ser
rice that he told the Governor he should seek service in the 
;{egular Army. The Governor then issued to him the 
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above con1mission, which he at once proceedeJ to execute. 
Failing to get arms, either at St. Louis or Fort Leaven
worth, he went direct to vVashington. On his arrival lhere, 
Cameron, then Secretary of War, said ''every State was ap
plying for arms and he had none to give them.'' Gen. Fitz 
Henry Warren went with him, and they urged the matter so 
strenuously that Cameron told Dodge that if he could finJ 
any arms, he could take them. He did find some arms, an<l 
he took them, for he had a friend in the Ordnance Depart
ment that put him on track of 6,000 smooth-bore Springfield 
muskets, which he got upon the order, which he sent at once, 
in charge of a man, to Davenport and Quincy, where they 
,vere used to arm the Second and Third Iowa liegiments and 
afterwards the Fourth. Some of them were used to displace 
old guns formerly issued that were so ol<l, thin and poor 

,. they were as likely to kill those who fired them as those a.t 

whom tbe:r were fired. 
Cameron offered him a captaincy in the Fifteenth U nitetl 

States Infantry, and after obtaining the arms, the colonelcy 
of the Fourth Iowa. The latter ,vas tendered him, as Caru
eron said, in consideration of his successful efforts in obtain
ing arms, when such men as Senator Grin1es, Gen. S. R. 
Curtis and others had failed. He telegraphed the Governor, 
''Shall I accept r' and got an affirmative answer. 

Cameron aud Warren both ,vished him to take the briga-
dier-generalship afterwards offered to and finally obtained 
by Curtis, but he declined it, not then having confidence 
in himself of being able to fill it, and lacking in ex· 
perience, though he bad a thorough and complete military 

education. 
Gen. Grant, in after years, said be was the best railroud 

builder and the best railroad destroyer in the Federal army. 
In destroying Rebel railroads he could give the heated rails 
a twist which nothing bnt Federal ingenuity and Federal 

machinery could untwist. 
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Of the military company un<ler Capt. Dodge an<l other 
ones like it, Governor Lowe, in his last message, said: 

"'.fhere are several illdependent military companies in the State to 
) whom arms have been distributed. Yet there is no law of the State 

under ,vhich they are organized, or that would strictly authorize the 
Executive to call them into the field in cases requiring their services." 

The Governor has never been blessed with children of his 
own, and yet his homo has rarely been without more or less 
of those of his own kindred, and it has been a great gratifi
cation to him, as well as to his matronly ,vife, to have them 
under their parental care. The Kirkwood hearthstone has 
al ways been one around and on which children were wel
come to prank and play, and a couple of grandchildren, son 
and daughter of an adopted daughter of Governor and Mrs. 
Kirkwood, are occupying it for that purpose to-day; and 
there they will be welcome as long as the embers remain warm 
upon it. The one who was most near and dear to them \Vas 
one who bore his name, Samuel Kirkwood Clark, son of his 
brother-in law, Hon. Ezekiel Clark, and he went to live with 
his uncle almost from the ti1ne of leaving his cradle, his 
mother dying when he was but five years old, and he grew 
up to the age of incipient manhc,od, if not the pet, at least 
the pride of the family. He was endowed with all those stern, 
rugged virtues in bis love of truth and justice that would 
have n1acte him, with bis training under his uncle, a fit per
son upon whom the mantle of that uncle could most fitly 
fall when it should leave the shoulders of him who had first 
,vorn it. But though he was the crown jewel of the family, 
he was a willing offering on the altar of his country's good. 
He gave himself to her service at his nation' s call, enlisting 
November, 1861, at the age of eighteen, in the Fourth Iowa 
Cavalry. He filled the post of second lieutenant until hi8 
promotion to the position of adjutant in the Twenty-fifth 
Iowa Infantry. Engaging in the battle of Arkansas Post, on 
the 11th of January, 1863, he received a severe wound, 
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which terminated fatally on the 20th of February, in the 
hospital at St. Louis. His uncle ancl aunt ,vere with hin1 
much of the time during hi s la~t illness. 

The colonel of the regiment., reporting to Adjutant-Gen
eral Baker, the day after the battle, says: 

"Adjutant S. :irirkwood Clark was "'ounded seYerely by a gun-shot 
wound in the left leg just be\o,v the knee. I do but justice when I 
notice the Adjutant in this report for his cool and gallant conduct as 
well in this fight as the one in the vicinity of Vicksburg. He has re
ceived and has well earned the praise of the entire regiment." 

As showing how his memory is cherishecl where he spent 
most of his life, the camp of the Sous of Veterans located at 
Iowa City is called ''Kirk,vood Clark Camp." 

In writing home, his letters commenced "Dear Uncle," 
and they, when not of au official character, closed with from 
''your son." 

While he was in school his uncle writes him: 
• 

EXECUTTVE CHAl'IIBER, l 
DES MOINES, IOWA, Jan. 29, 1860. f 

Dear Kirk :-I have been so busy that I have not found time to 
write you until to-day. I do not want you to fail to write to me because 
I do not ans,ver all your letters. One object for ·wishing you to write 
to me is to have you improv~ in " 'riting by practice. 

When your father was here he related to 1ne a conYersation he bad 
, had with your teacher, ,vhicb gave me great pleasure. Your teacher 

says you are we11 behaved and gentlelnanly in your deportment as a 
scholar, diligeot and attenti,,e as a student, of clear head and strong 
mind, and that you occupy, to a great extent, the position of leader 
among your fellow students. 

You can hardly understand how much I was gratified to hear this, 
because I thiokyou cannot understand the kind and extent of the in· 
terest I feel in your progress in life and your "'elfare. The character 
given you by your teacher goes far to\vards making up the character 
of the true man. 

Allo,v me to give you a word of warning. If it be so that you 
occupy, to some extent, the position of leader or umpire among your 
fellows, that position has not only its pleasures and ad,~antages, but its 
da.ngers and difficulties. You must not allo,v yourself to become 
proud and overbearing. Yon must not use your position to put down 
any one ,vbo is weaker than yourself, either mentally or physically, 
but rather to support and defend such-in short, you must use your 
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influence to see that ''the right" is done at all times and under all cir
cumstances, and you must not allow anything to make you flinch 
from seeing it done. You must not be quarrelsome.. A void all per
sonal difficulties, if possible, but if co1npelled to engage in such, then 
so bear yourself that your adversary v,ill not wish to come in contact 
with you again. No ma n is fit to control others who cannot control 
himself. 

Will you allow me to say a fe \v words to you about smoking. I 
don't intend to icold. You are too old to be scolded. You are old 
enough to be argued with-in short, you a re in feeling, if not in years, 
a man. Your aunt Jane has scolded you about smoking. She made a 
mistake in so doing, but you should not feel angry with her for so 
doing, because in what she did she acted for ,vhat she thought your 
good. She has borne much for and from you. You should bear much 
for and from her. I do not intend to scold yon about smoking. I do 
not intend to a sk you to quit smoking as a personal favor to myself, 
because this might look like trying to use a personal influence with 
you. I intend merely to reason the matter ,vith you. A perfect man, 
aside from all questions of religion and morals, is a man who has a 
sound 1nind in a sound body. N O\V smoking injures both mental and 
physical health, weakens both body and mind. Examine and see if 
this is not so. Talk with medical men and those ,vho are not medical 
men on the subject; read books that treat of it; then if you find the 
facts to be as I haye stated, determine about what you should do. 
Have you not courage to do what is right and necessary for your 
health ? The habit ,v1th you is new and therefore more easily broken. 
Think of all this and ,vrite me what you think. 

I send you a copy of my inaugural address. I t is praised by sou1e 
of my party friends and denounced by some of my party enemies. 
You are neither the one or the other. Write me just what you think 
about it. Write me what you think a bout all these things. Take your 
time to do so, half a dozen evenings, if necessary, and half a dozen 
sheets of paper, if necessary. I will read it al I. You are at entire 
liberty to show this to your father, if you want to talk about it ,vith 
him, and I think it would be well for you to do so. He may heJp you 
to read it; perhaps his help may be necessary. 

Very truly, your friend and affectionate uncle, 
S. J . KIRKWOOD. 

DES MOINES, IOWA, Jan. 1, 1862. 
Dear Kirk :- A happy New Year to you. I send yon a New Year's 

gift, in the shape of your commission, so that you are a lieutenant and 
eighteen years old on the same day. 

Be a "good hoy" and do your duty manfully, and you will ahvays 
be sure of the affection of your uncle 

KIRKWOOD. 
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On hearing of his death, his colonel writes: 

YOUNG'S POINT, LA., March 14, 1868. 

My Dear Sir :-Your favor of the 25th ult., is received. I bad 
heard of the Adjutant's death several days before your l~tter came to 
hand. The ne\vS of his death cast a gloom over the entire regiment, 
men as ,vell as officers, and little groups gathered in almost every 
street of our camp giving and receiving the sad intelligence. 

It is not flattery or idle words to say that the loss of no officer 
would have been more deplored than his. You say truly ''he ,vas an 
honorable, noble boy, " and had, by strict attention to his duties, by 
the energetic manner of al ways doing his duty, by his kindness to all 
and by his cool, gallant conduct at the hill of Vicksburg and Post Ar
kansas, endeared himself to all of us. None speak of him but to 
praise, and I do not think he had an enemy in the ,vhole regiment. 

I cannot express in words to you, my dear sir, ho,v Imourn him, 
and have only heart to say that up to this period of my life I have had 
but t,vo among all my companions ,vhom I really loved -Frank Maun 
and S. Kirk,voocl Clark- one ,vas shot do,vn by 1ny side at Wilson's 
Creek and the other I lost at Post Arkansas. 

I envy each his death. God grant ,vhen in His good providence I 
• am to die, I may meet a soldier's death and die, like Frank and the 

Adjutant, charging a Rebel battery. 
I am, sir, Very truly yours, 

GEO. A. STONE. 
Samuel J. Kirkwood, Iowa City. 

Resolutions deploring his loss, recounting bis virtues and 
condoling with friends ,vcrc passed at a m~eting of the offi
cers of the regiment, and at a n1eeting of the students of 
the State University, where the Adjutant had l.>een a stu
dent with them. 

- • 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Chqsen United States Senator-Discusses the Homestead Bill-AJJ• 
pointecl on the Committee on Pens£ons and on Public Lands-Gere• 
monies on the Death of Lincoln-Fune1·al Oration-Early Railroa(l 
Building-Bonds Voted-Bonds Exchanged for Stock-Stock Be
comes Nearly YVorthless-Bonds Still Valid-Anti-Bond Meeting
Resolutions Passed-Noniinated for Governor Again-Enthusiasni 
of Oonvention-Inforrned of ])lornination-A Reluctant Answer Sent. 
Guns Turned on Hirn by the Ene1ny-Speech in Des Moines-One at 
Dubuque-Ternperance Question-Favors Local Option-Discusses 
National Politics. 

Governor Kirkwood, in bidding a,lieu to the Executive 
office which he had for four of the most eventful years of the 
State's history so ably and satisfactorily filled, did not return 
to the mill and far1n , but built a co1nfortable and spaciot1s 
residence on a fe,v acres ju~t out3ide the city, but ,vhich bu s 
since been taken into it, and the street on which it stands is 
named Kirkwood avenue, antl this has ever since been and is 
now his home. He associated with his brother-in-la,v, J. E. 
Jewett, and together they engagccl in the practice of la,v; 
but he hardly got well into practice till, on the 13th of Jsn- ~ 

1 
nary, 1866, be was elected to the United States Senate to 
fill the unexpired term of James Harlan, ,v ho had resigned 
to take a seat in Mr. Lincoln's cabinet as Secretary of the 
Interior. 

When the Senatorial canvass opened the names of J as. 
Harlan, S. J. I(irkwoocl, John A. Kasson, A. W. Hubbard , 
F. lI. Warren, Wm. Vandever, Gen'! G. M. Dodge and E. 
W. Eastman were presented by their respective friends for 
the position, but it soon became evident that only Messrs. 
Harlan and l(irkwood stood any chance, with the possibili t_)' 
that :iVlr. Kirkwoo, l alone ,vould be chosen for the unexpired 
part or Mr. Harlan's tern1, and also for the full term follo,v -

''' 
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ing. But the result was that ~Ir. IGrkwood got the short 
ter1n, and 11r. Harlan the long term to be entered upon 
when he should retire from the cabinet. 

GoYcrnor I{irk,vood did not enter the Senate at a time 
,vhen, or unJer circurustances ,vbich ,vere particularly favor- . 
able to his taking a prominent part in its deliberations. J t 
was not till so1ue time after the se:ssion had commenced, 
,vhen all the stan(ling con1mittecs had been appointed, ancl 
the perforn1ance of their various duties had heen entered 
upon and the ,vork they had in ban<l bad been somewhat 
advanced, yet the records show that he was pron1pt and con
stant in bis attendance, and took a lively interest in the busi
ness transacted. The questions upon ,,hlch he spoke more 
at length than on any other, and then not at any great 
length, for he did not consume much of the ti1ne of the 
~enate, ,vcre the establishment of an Arsenal and Armor:r at 
Rock: Island, the admission of Nebraska into the Union as a 

State, the change of the pre-emption and homestead laws in 
their application to 8ome of the lately 8c>ceded States, and the 
Niagara Shi}) Canal. 

The vote taken bJ' the people of Nebraska on the question 
of admission as a State, resulted in a majority of but 100 in 
favor of admission, ancl 1vhen the quec;tion of admission came 
before the Senate on the 27th of July 1866, the opponents 
of admission claimed that two military companies of Iowa 
~oldiers Yotcd at that election in that territory. In the dis
cussion J\rlr. ICirk,vood said : 

•· I ,vish to mako a single remark in regard to this allegation about 
our Iowa soldiers voting in Nebraska. I "as perfectly confident ,vben 
the Senator from Wisconsin said before, that t,vo companies of an 
Iowa regiment had Yoted there, that he ""as in error, because ,ve had 
no Io,ya regiment or part of a regiment in Nebraska at that time. It 
now turns ouL t at the allegation is, that certain men from Io"·a. 
forming companies in a Nebraska regiment, voted there. Iu the con1-
mencement of the war the Io,va troops could not get into the field a:
fast as they wanted to, and there ,vere s01ne n1en who went from Jo,vn 
and entered the First N obraska, regiment, for1niug "'holly or partially 
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two companies. I do not know whether they were all made up of 
Iowa men or not. This was in 1861. The term of enlistment was for 
three years. All of those men who could have been in the first 
Nebraska rP,giment in June 1866, must have been such of them as re
enlisted as veterans. No\v, counting that the whole of them originally 
were from Iowa, then deducting the nun1ber who died from disease, 
the number mustered out, the number killed in battle and those who 
mdiered from other casualties, and then the number of them that did 
not re-enlist as veterans, and you may haYe some idea of the number 
of original n1en enlisted in Iowa in 1861, remaining in 1866. I am 
satisfied it amounts to nothing on the vote.'' 

Upon the q11estion of restricting the homesteads and pre
emptions in the late rebellious States to eighty acres each, 
~Ir. Kirkwood said : 

'' Since the bill has been reported by the committee, I have been 
induced somewhat to change my opinion upon this point, not for the 
reasons alluded to by the Senator from Indiana, but for others that I 
will now state. Since the bill 1vas reported I have had a conversation 
with a gentleman from Florida, which is one of the States included in 
this bill. He suggested to me this idea which seems to me to be reas
onable: He says, that if we restrict the amount of a homestead in these 
~tates to eighty acres, leaving the a1nount of a hon1estead in other 
States at one hundred and sixty acres, our action will tend to diYert 
inunigration from the States 11a1ned. For instance the commissioner 
of immigration of Iowa, if we ha Ye such an officer, is in Ne.,,v York, 
and there is a similar officer or agent there from Florida, each endeav
oring to induce immigration to his State. The agent of Iowa says to 
the immigrant: 'If you go to Iowa you can get a homestead of one 
hundred and sixty acres of the public land ; ' and the agent of Florida, 
says : 'If you come to Florida, you can get a hon1estead of eighty 
acres of public land, and only that much.' The result as he argued
and it seems to me very forcibly argued-would be that immigrants 
seeking homesteads would go to those States in which they could secure 
one hundred and sixty acres of land, and ,vould pass by those states in 
which they could get only eighty acres. This argument ,vhen pre
:-ented to me struck me very forcibly. Although I may not agree with 
,;on1e Senators in regard to some matters concerning these seceded 
States, I certainly do not desire to do tliem any injustice ; I do not 
dl•._ire to take any action that will injure their material interests, and 
I :

1
1n strongly inclined for the reason staled by me to agree with the 

~l'll:1tor from Indiana, that it \YOuld not be good policy to restrict the 
1,n,uesteads in these States to eighty acres. If "'e do so it will e:ertaiuly 
give to those States ,vhere there are public lands, in ,vhich the home
stead is not restricted, the advantage of inducing immigrants to go to 

• 
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those Stales, and it will tend to keep immigration from States namec 
in this bill. For this reason therefore, although I felt other'\-vise it 
co1nmittee, I am no,v strongly disposed to favor the amendmen 
offered by the Senator fron1 In<liaua. l think it ,vould be but fair ti 
these States. * * * I hn,ye ju:-;t '-CDt lo the committee room fo 
some infor,uation in regard to the amount of public lands "'ilhin the::,«, 
States <lerh cd fron1 the Commissioner of the General Land Office, :uH 
I have it here. It appears that the quantity of surveyed unsold puhli1 
lands in the ~tates named in this bill is o,·er 46,000,000 of acres. I "·as 
as I before said, strongly in fayor of the eighty acre limitation noti 
t.he suggestion to which I ha,o alluded was made to me by the gentle. 
man from Florida, to '\-Vbom I have referred. There is bovr.•ever, on• 
consideration ,vbich operates much npon Ill)' mincl ; \Vhatever "'e de 
here unfortunately i-.; 1nisrcprescnlcd a111c,ng the people to be affectee; 
hy this bill. Therf' arc men ,vho make it their business to misrepre 
sent all wo do; and to giYe it not only the \Vorst possible construction 
bnt constructions " 'holly in1possible. Now if ,ve make a distinctio1 
bet"een the a1nounl of the ho1nestcad in the::.e States, and the amoun 
of the homestead in t be other States, that fa.ct "'ill be seized upon b~ 
this class of men to further prejudice these people against our actio1 
here. 'fhat is the reason ,vhy I should be "·illing to see the lin1itatio1 
of eighty acre~ stricken out, and one hundred and sixty acres insertel 
in lieu of it. Another reason operating on ruy mind is that this limit 
ation will really tend, or may aL least tend to retard imn1igration tc 

these States of persons from other Stales, a thiog that I do not desir• 
to see. I am strongly impressed " 'ith the 1elicf that \Ve had bett01 
leave the amount of the homestead in these States precisely as it is 11 
the other States, 1naking no distinction bet,Yeen these and the othe1 
States, and then tbere will be no cause for co1nplaiut. 

I fully concur in the propriety of '\Vitbholding the lands from sale ir 
the States named, and allo"•ing then1 to be taken as homesteads. \\· 1 

all know that there are hirge amounts of laud scrip no,v in circulation 
and, as soon as the land ofiices iu those Slates are opened again, th• 
best of the lands '\vill be S\\·allo'\-ved up by persons holding this scrip 
and the poor n1en of this region ,vill noL be able to get hold of th• 
lan<ls. I ·will vote for the bill either ,vith or ,vithout the eighty arr• 
limitation, but I think it ,vould be better for us to lea\'e the hon1c 
steads in these States at one hundre<l and sixty acres as in othc1 
States." 

lVIr. Kirkwood was assigned a place on Lhe Con1mittee 01 

Pensions and also on Public Lands. As a 111c1nbor of the lat 
tor com1nittee he reported an n1ueudn1ont to a bill grantiu.!. 
a right to an Iron Mining and Manufacturing Company, t< 

enter upon and purchase a portion of the unsurveyed publi< 
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lands for the purpose of establishing an iron foundry. The 
following is a portion of the debate on the bill and amend
ment: 

MR. GRIMES- I should like to inquire from the Senator from Indi
ana, under what law this New York and Montana Iron Mining and 
~Janufactnring Company 'rvas incorporated, and whether he has seen 
the charter. 

MR. HENDRICKS--The bill " ' as not under my charge in the com
mittee. The Senator from Iowa (Mr. Kirkwood), had charge of the 
bill and made the investigation. 

1'1R. KIRKWOOD-I will give my colleague the information he desires 
upon that point. This company was chartered under a law of the 
State of New York, and I hold in my hand a copy of the articles of 
incorporation. They were submitted to the Senator from N e,v York 
(~Ir. Harris), ,vho is a member of that committee, and are in accord
ance with the laws of New York. 

While I am up I will say a word in regard to the bill itself and in 
explanation of its provisions. The public lands of Montana Territory 
have not i.>een surveyed, and therefore can only be located under the 
pre-emption laws,limiting the amount to one hundred and sixty acres. 
~lining is being carried on there to a very considerable extent, and in 
mining and other operations there, iron is necessarily used to a large 
extent. We know that now the iron used in that territory has to be 
furnished from the iron manufactories of Pennsylvania and elsewhere, 
and carried to St. Louis and up the Missouri River to some point from 
'"hich it is started on wheels out to Montana, or else brought by rail 
to Iowa., " rheeled across Iowa, and then by wheels carried to Montana. 
'rhe result is that the freight upon the iron used in that Territory 
1nnst be from thirty to thirty.five cents a. pound. This state of affairs 
must necessarily be a great dra,vback upon the prosperity of that Ter
ritory, and if we can in any legitimate way reduce to them the expense 
of iron used there, it seems to the committee proper so to do. We are 
expending a great deal of money that does not bring back money 
again to the public treasury,or increase the wealth of the country; and if 
we can legitimately legislate so as to increa8e tbe ,vealth of the 
rountry, and the prosperity of these Western Territories, it seemed to 
the committee well to do so. 

What the committee therefore propose to do is : Not to give to this 
company any lands whate,er; not to give them an acre of lar.d, but to 
allow them in advance of the survey which ,ve ,vill no t make, or do 
not make at ·all events, to take up the quantity of land named in this 
bill; with the same privileges and subject to all the liabilities of pre
<·mptor, save and except so far as they may use the timber on the land 
for building and running their iron work~, \1/e require them to make 
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tbe surveys at their own expense. We require them before 1 hey shall 
receive a title to their land to satisfy the Secretary of the Interior, that 
they have built on these lands iron works capable of turning oul 
fifteen hundred tons of iron per annum. If they fail in any one of 
these conditions, they forfeit their entire right and are compelled to 
pay for the land the price of $1.25 per acre. 'fhe \Vhole departure 
from the ordinary policy of the government is in allowing this com
pany to take up more land than it can take up under the existing la"·· 
One hundred and si'<lY acres of land \vould not justify an iron com· 
pany in establi:,biog iron " 'orks. 'fhey must have timber for coaling. 
They cannot get it under the existing la,v If they go upon the unsur
veyed lands without a la,v of this kind, t hey are trespassers and are 
liable lo be sued and mulcted in damages for eYery offence. Without 
the timber they ranuot do the work. The question then is shall they, 
or shall they not be allo,ved to take up this land upon paying into the 
public treasury the ordinary price of the public land, and establishiug 
works ther e before they can receive title to their lanrl ? It struck the 
committee that it was necessary for the develop1nent of that 'ferritory. 
and it ,vould tend to do ,vhat they thought \Vas r equired to be done at 
this time, especially when ,ve have such heavy drains upon our people 
iu the way of taxation, to increase the productive ,vealtb of the 
country, t o some extent without at all injuring the public. 

On the fifth day after his death, funeral ceremonies in 
honor of Abraham Lincoln were held in Iowa City of the 

following character : 
PROCESSION. 

Hearse drawn by four horses draped with the emblems of mourn
ing, one flag to each horse, and one flag to each corner of hearse, also 
draped . Each horse led by a colored groom draped in black. 

FORl\IA.TION OF PROCESSION. 

1. Hearse with grooms and pall bearers. • 
2. Martial music. 
3. Returned soldiers commanded by Capt. Geo. W. Clark. 
4. l\llilitary companies commanded by Capt. J . H . Branch. 
5. Odd Fello"rs. 
6. Good Templars. 
7. Band of music. 
8. Ladies Aid Society. 
9. Hibernian Society. 

lO Bohemian Society. 
11 . Fire Department. 
12. ~1ason ic Societies. 
13. Ci ty, County, and 'fownship Officers led by the Mayor. 
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14. President, Faculty and Students of Gniversity. 
15. All the schools, Public and Private. 
16. Citizens of City and County. 
17. African Association. 

After marching through the designated streets, the procession, over 
a mile long, assembled on the University Campus to participate in the 
following: 

Proceedings from the balcony in front of the university. 
Prayer. 
Funeral hymn. 
Oration. 
Funeral hymn. 
Benediction. 

Tolling of bells from e to 7 a. m., 9 to 11 a. m., from 12 m. to 6 p. m. 
Firing of Minute guns from 6 a. m. to 6 p. m., at intervals of teu 

n1inutes. 

THE FUNERAL ORATIO~ DELIVERED BY EX-GOVERNOR 1 

Sil1U EL J. KIRKWOOD, AT IOWA CITY, APRIL 19, 1865. 

\ 

\Ye haYe met to mourn the untimely death of the Chief J.\,f agistrate 
and the chief man of the natiou- of the magistrate pre-eminent for 
purity of purpose, deyotion to the public good, clearness of judgment. 
aud fir111ness of ,vi11-of the man pre-e,uinent for unselfishness, kind
ness of heart and love for his fel!o,v-1uen. We .mourn him not only as 
lbe good J.\,lagistrate and the good 1nan, but as the good friend, for 
tliere ,vas not in all our broad land a n1an so humble that he was not 
his friend, nnless that man was the enemy of his country, and our 
grief is deepened by the reflection that this great loss falls upon us 
through one of the foulest crimes ,vhich the infamous rebellion that 
has desolated our laad has yet developed. 

Abraham Lincoln " 'as born in the State of Kentucky in February, 
1809. His ancestors, ,vho are said to have been Quakers, ren1oved 
fro1n Pennsylvania to Virginia. ,vheace his grandfather removed to 
Kentucky. fn 1816 his father, ,vith his fa1nily, removed to Indiana, 
and thence, in 1830, to Illinois, at which time the subject of this sketch 

1 was about t,venty-one years of age. He thus grew up on the frontier, 
almost ,vholly deprired of the benefit of schools, and engaged in the 
toils and privations of a frontier life. Upon reaching manhood he 

\•ugaged in various avocations-,Yas a flat boatman, a clerk in a store, 
hin1sclf a storekeeper and a snr-reyor, and served for three months as 
r-aptain of a company of volunteers iu the Black Hawk ,var. In 1837 
lie engaged in the practice of the la,v, and in a fe,v years attained a 
Position in the f1ont rank of the profession in his State. He served 
Reveral terms as a member of the Legislature and for a single term as 
a member of Congress. 

• 
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'fhe attention of the nation was first directed to him in 1858 by the 
contest between hi11l and the late Senator Douglas, in ,vhich he gained 
a reputation for precision and depth of thought, clearness of language, 
fairness of statement, truthfulness, n1anliness and courtesy, which he 
has erer retained. He was elected to the Presidency in 1860, since 
,vhich time, by reason of the unhappy condition of our country, his · 
uame bas been on the lips of all men and be has been Lhe observed of 
all observers. 

When the terrible storm of war, wbi~h yet desolates our land, first 
burst upon us. the thoughts of all our people at once centered on him. 
Those who brought the war upon us and \Vho sought the destruction of 
our nationality, trained as they bad been by teachings and surround
ings to ignore and despise men of humble birth and training, laughed 
him to scorn, as one wholly nnfi.t to cope with veteran statesmen-
men educated and, as they fondly believed, born to command. Their 
sympathizers, at home and abroad, joined in the ho\vl of derision thus 
raised at his alleged total unfitness for the duties of his high station. 
Of those who supported him for that position and placed him in it, but 
fe\v kne,v him personally, and while none doubted his capacity to con
duct the affairs of the nation under ordinary circumstances wisely and 
well, many good men feared that his inexperience in public affairs 
,vould unfit him for a leader in the fierce. wild ,vhirl of passion through 
which it was found the nation must pass. It is, I think, but truthful 
to say that had the men who selected him for the Presidency known 
before hand of the peril ,vhich universally threatened us, they ,vould 
have chosen some tried statesman for the place. 

• 

We all have reason to-day to thank God that that knowledge was 
vvithheld from us. Every fiery trial through ,vhich be was called upon 
to pass but proved more clearly his peculiar fitness for his most diffi
cult position, until, to-day, a belief, amounting to conviction, per
vades the hearts of our people that he was the instrument chosen an<l 
set apart by God to lead us from our political bondage, through the 
fearful wilderness of civil war, not into, but ,vitbin Yie,v of, our polit
ical Canaan, where life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness shall be 
the birthright of all our chosen people. It becomes us, therefore, to ex· 
amine the character of this man- to mark his qualities, so that when 
in the future we need such men we may know the marks by which to 
find them. 

What manner of man, then , was Abraham Lincoln? My knowl
edge of him is derived mainly, as yours is, from the current news of 
the day; bu t I had, to a limited degree, other and bette1· means of 
knowing him. The official position ,,,hicb I held in our State at the 
time of, and for some years after, his first election, made it, in m) 
judgment, proper that I should pay my respects to him before he left 
his home for Washington. I did so, and was favored ,vith a somewhat 
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1engthy interview. This was in February, 1861, after several States 
had seceded, as the phrase goes, and when the ~'hole land was in a 
ferment. !vlr. Lincoln talked freely and frankly, and I listened with 
intense earnestness. After~vards, at various times, I saw him in 
Washington upon official business, and at all times I observed him 
"·ith all the closeness and care I \Vas master of. 

In my judgment, the leading characteristic of Mr. Lincoln as a 
public man was his entire and absorbing devotion to the public wel
fare. When determining his public policy and performing his public 
duties, considerations of personal and. private interest were wholly 
subordinate to the public good. United ,vith this was a clearness and 
1lepth of thought perhaps unsurpassed, an earnestness and directness 
of purpose that always ,vent straight to its object, a thorough knowl
edge and understanding of our system of government, a marvelous, 
au ahnost intuitive knowledge of the habits and peculiarities of 
the mass of our people with whom he was so thoroughly identi
tie<l, a frank, genial nature, and heart so kindly in all its impulses 
that I do not believe he ever knew what it was to hate any man. 
Such ,vas Abraham Lincoln: unselfish, vigorous-minded, earnest, 
direct, well versed in men and affairs, genial, kindly, tender and 
true.· 

He was wholly absorbed in the task of putting down the rebellion 
and restoring peace and unity to our people; and here he waa much 
1uisunderstood bv some and greatly misrepresented by many. It has 
been urged that he might have prevented the war by compromise, that 
be might have ended it after it began by compromise. It seems to me 
that those who thus argue, wholly misapprehend his position and sur
roundings. He was the Chief Magistrate of our nation, the one man 
of all our people whose sworn duty it w21,s to "preserve, protect and 
defend the Constitution." Now, treason, in all lands and under ' 
all governments, is the highest crime known to the law. It includes 
all other crimes, and peculiarly criminal in a government like ours, 
where the people are the source of all power, and have the knowledge 
anJ the will to correct all wrongs which, at times, they may be led to 
eommit. What basis is there for a compromise between the magistrate 
and the criminal, especially while the criminal stands out in open and 
bold defiance of the la\v? "'hat basis is there for compromise bet\veen 
him ,vho is S\Vorn to "preserve, protect and defend" the Constitution 
and him who, ,vith his arms in his hands, uses all his powers to destroy 
that Constitution? There is none; there can be none. There is no 
111itldle ground. One or the other must submit. If the officer yields 
to the criminal a portion of the fruits of his crime, on condition that 
he will restore the remainder, the law is dishonored, and, instead of 
protecting against, offers a premium to crime. If the defender of the 
Constitution yields a portion of it to him ,vho seeks its destruction, 
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the remainder is preser,·ed only until some other may be found who is 
bold enough and bad enough to demand it. 

I repeat it, there cannot, in the nature of things, be a compromise 
between the laws and criminals against the laws. If the laws triumph, 
all is ,vell; if the criminal triumphs, all is lost. The failure to recog· 
nize this truth, in my judgment, has led to much of misapprehension 
and misrepresentation of l\1r. Lincoln's character. I have said he was 
,vholly absorbed in the tasks of putting down the rebellion and restor
ing peace and unity to our people. To effect this object he was will 
ing to yield much, provided that in yielding he did not gi're up that 
which rendered worthless what he kept. He hated slavery as much as 
his kind heart permitted him to hate anything. He was too clear 
sighted not to see that when the slaveholders inaugurated the rebellion 
they placed in his hands the po,ver to dfstroy slavery. But he kne,Y 
that his sentiments and the sentiments of those who bad placed him in 
power, on this question of slavery, had been grossly misrepresented 
and were ,vholly misunderstood by the people in the Rebel States, and 
he believed that by convincing them of this error he might win them 
back to their duty and to submission to the laws. Hence, I think, bis 
delay in striking directly at slavery as the vital part of the rebellion. 
and his adoption, for a time, of the so-called border State policy. He 
pursued that policy with the earnestness of his nature, against the ad· 
vice and remonstrance of his political friends, until he became satis· 
fied he could not find the object he sought in that direction; and when 
so satisfied he took the other course with the same earnestness, direct
ness and firmness. He sought, at all times, to restore the unity of the 
people and the supremacy of the la\VS with the least possible shock to 
the interest, the feelings, even the prejudice, of those who were seek
ing their destruction, but with an unwavering determination that they 
should be restored at whatever cost. 

And now, when his great work was almost done; when the great 
body of the people who had been led into rebellion had seen the folly 
and wickedness of their crime and were willing to lay down their 
arms; when the political leaders were but seeking to prolong the 
struggle that they might insure their o,vn safety; ,vhen the hearts of 
all men in the land were praising God for bis goodness, and pouring 
forth their thanks to the President and his advisers, and to our braYe 
army for their self-sacritice and devotion; when our tears for all we 
had lost \Vere dried by the sunshine of gladness for all we had won; 
,vhen every heart sang for joy, one n1an, animated by the devilish 
spirit of treachery and violence that brought upon us this ,vicked war, 
has dashed the cup of joy from our lips and left us a nation of mourn
ers. At the very time ,vhen the heart of the President was filled with 
kindness towards those who had sought our ruin; when, as is believed, 
he was devising liberal and generous plans by which they might again 
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arise and enjoy the high privileges they had so wantonly thrown a,vay, 
the fell spirit ,vbich generated the rebellion sought and found oppor
tunity for its crowning act of infamy by his deliberate, cold-blooded 
and co"•ardly assassination. I need not attempt to depict the partic
ulars of this foul deed. Any language I could command would but 
tend to relieve it of the lineaments of its fiendish barbarity. It is 
enough to say that ,ve know it was intended to embrace, not only the 
death of President Lincoln, but that of bis chief adviser, 1\-lr. Seward, 
and, as we have reason to believe, the death of the Vice President and 
all the members of the Cabinet . 

The crime is so foul and brutal in itself, so shocking to all the bet
ter feelings of our nature, that our great sorrow for our and our 
country's loss is measurably swallowed up in hot and righteous indig
nation aga.inst the spirit that provoked its commission. The vile 
wretch ,vho was the instrument in committing the deed is beneath our 
indignation. If caught as I trust he 1vill be, it ,vi11 be fitting he should 
die, as it is fitting any other venomous reptile should die, because it is 
unsafe to let him live. But it is right and proper that our indignation 
should be active and untiring against the spirit that prompted him to 
this deed, until that spirit is utterly crushed out from among our 
people. That is the spirit engendered by slavery-the spirit of 
violence and treachery, that has brought this war upon us with all its 
woe. The system of slavery is founded upon wrong and oppression. 
It teaches men that it is right that others should be slaves that they 
may be free, that others shall so,v that they may reap ; that others 
shall labor that they may use the fruits of their labor; that others 
shall suffer that they may enjoy. It begets in the dominant race pride 
and arrogance, a haughty and boastful spirit that ,vill not brook 
restraint or control, and that hesitates at no means to accomplish its 
ends-a disregard for the rights of others-cruelty, injustice and 
revenge. If ,ve trace the development of that spirit in bringing about 
and carrying on this rebellion ,ve may learn its true character. Before 
the actual outbreak we will find many, the principal agents in bring
ing about the rebellion, occupying high places under our government, 
all sworn and paid servants of that government, bound in honor and 
good faith to give to it their best service. With these oaths for true 
service yet ,varm upon their lips, and their pay for true service yet in 
their palms, they are found plotting and scheming how they may best 
destroy that government, and using the power placed in their hands 
as its s,vorn and paid servants, the better to accomplish its overthrow. 
We will tind other men, educated by the government and at the 
expense of the government to be its especial and ever ready defenders 
at sea and on tne land, at home and abroad, pledged in all honor to 
that duty while yet wearing its uniform and drawing its pay, plotting 
how they may best betray it, and when the hour of trial comes, basely 
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deserting their ila.g and turniug agaiust it Llle knowledge acquired for 
its protection. Always prating of their honor, ,ve find that in their 
estimation theft an<l fraud, fah,ehoocl and perjury, the tlesert,iou of his 
flag by the soldier aud the surrender ot' hi.s ship by the sailor, without 
a ulo\\' in its defcnoe, and the hasesl treason by the statesman, are all 
honored and alike honorable. "Ve ,vill find that these men have 
sought to lay our chief cily in ashes, to thro,v from our railroad, cars 
filled ,vith ,vomen and children, and to plunder our quiet villages, not 
by o,·ercoming our armies '"ith their armies, on the battle-field, but 
by means of lurking emissaries aud secret spies. They have broken 
faith even ,vith their own soldiers, keopiug them in the ranks long 
aft.er their terms of scr, ice had confesse<lly expired. They have pur
posely n.ud systematically starved and ill-treated our soldiers, in their 
hands as prisoners of war, so that thousands have died and other 
thousands ha,e been returned to us to <lie or to remain among us the 
mere ,vrecks of mcu. The spirit that animated these men in these 
acts is identically the same that animated the assassin of President 
Lincoln. You cannot find any fair distinction between them. They 
come from the same foul source and tend to the same base end. Now, 
why and how is this? These men are not naturally \.Vorse than ,ve. 
Whence then this terrible demoralization ? It is, as I have told you, 
from their having been reared among the wrongs, the cruelties and 
the vices of slavery. They ba\·e imbibed its spirit, and these acts are 
but the fruits of that spirit. God forbid that I should sta,nd here to 
encourage a spirit of revenge. "Vengeance is mine, I will repay, 
saith the Lord." But I do stand here to say that ,ve ,vill be untrue to 
ourselves, to God and humanity, if we do not see to it that the foul 
mother of this hateful spirit-the harlot sla,ery-shall cease to exist 
in our land, henceforth and fore,er. When that shameless system 
shall have passed a,vay we may reasonably hope that the spirit 
engendered by it will also pass a,vay, anu not until then. It may be 
that we neede<l this terrible lesson to keep us true to our duty. We 
all kuo .. v the iw1u0nse power he ,viel<led over the hearts of his people. 
We all know that he "' as prepari ug, at the time of his death, measures 
most liberal a.ucl generous for the restoration of the rebel States. ~'e 
all kno,v ho\>v our o,vn hearts softened un<ler the influence of the 
prospect of speedy peace; and it 1nay be, I say, that \Ye needed this 
terrible affliction t.hat has falleu upou us to convince us of the truth, 
that there is no perruaucnt peaco for this land so long as slavery 
remains within it. If this be so, I think the object has beon fully 
accomplished. It is not reasonable t.o suppose that Mr. Johnson can 
feel as kindly to tho robol chiefs as :J.\,lr. Lincoln did. He and his 
family were, for a time, exiled by them from their homes. If I mis
take not a price \Vas set upon his head. He has seen his beautiful 
State converted, through their means into a desol:1tion. Besides this, 
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even if he bas the will he has not the po,1;,er to control the loyal people 
that President Lincoln had. He is to them yet measurably an untried 
man, and although they will rally around him, and support hiln 
loyally and truly, they ~rill not be disposed to yield to his lead as 
promptly and cheerfully as to that of his lan1euted predecessor. Add 
to these the other fact, that the foul <leed ,ve mourn here to-day has 
deeply exasperated our people, and it is very evident to me that, in 
closing up this rebellion, we will see to it that the cause of this rebel
lion shall be utterly removed, and that justice, not mercy, but let us 
hope. justice, tempered with mercy, will be our rule of action. 

And now I have nearly done. There are other topics upon which 
I ,vould have spoken, but the time allowed me for preparation has been 
too short, and I cannot trust myself to speak upon them without pre
paration, lest my excited feelings should impel me to say words unfit 
to be said, here and now. 

In the shock of battle the soldier sees his gallant &nd well-loved 
leader stricken down by his side. He has no time to weep, but grasp
ing his weapon \Vith firmer grasp, he pushes onward. ,vith a firmer 
step, over the prostrate body to victory. So should we do. Since this 
calamity has fallen upon us we have been stunned, paralyzerl by its 
greatness. But the battle is not yet fully ,von. Complete victory has 
not yet cro,vned our efforts, and ,ve must not permit our sorrow for 
our great loss to cause us to falter in our great endeavor. Let, then, 
every man arouse. Let the ,vord "onward'' ring through the whole 
length of our mighty host, and let us, over the bleeding body of him 
,ve loved so well, press on to that crowning victory to which ,ve had 
so fondly hoped he ,vould lead us. Many of you loved Abraham Lin
coln as you would have loved a brother, althongh you had never 
looked upon his face, and I trust that there is not among you one from 
whom his patience, his courage, his kindness, his purity, his patriot
isn1 and his truth had not won the meed of respect, if not of esteem. 
He had been building for himself a monument that will endure as long 
as those qualities are honored among men. But he did not live to 
finish the work. The column has been broken before the temple was 
completed. That monument was a restored, a regenerated Union. 
The work is almost done. Let it be our pious care to complete it. 
When that shall have been done, when again our starry flag shall 
float, more proudly and lovingly, over every acre of our broad domain 
and no man can find within its shadow a slave, his fitting monument 
will have been completed. When the strife and bitterness of the day 
shall have passed away with those who participated in that strife and 
felt that bitterness, when the impartial historian shall have written 
the history of this fearful struggle, our children's children will learn 
to love the name and the memory of Lincoln as we h&ve learned to 
love the name of Washington ; and those two aames, brilliant and 
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glorious beyond all others, because the nauJes of men, not only great, 
but good, will forever alike be ·• first in the heart-, of their country
men. '' 

It the late ''forties,. and early ''fifties,'' the question of 
the construction of railroads in our State began for the first 
time to be discussed, and as the earlJ· settlers \vere not in a 
condition to furnish funds for their construction, they cast 
about for means to be obtained for that purpose. The great 
Northwest ,vas then hut partially settled, and the United 
States Government had a ,vealth of public lands lying idle 
and awaiting l!lettlement and in1provement. Already had a 
grant of these lands been n1ade, through the efforts of 
Stephen A. Douglass, a mcm ber of Congress from the State 
of Illinois, to assist in the building of a railroad that should 
extend from New Orleans via Cairo to Chicngo, with n 
branch to Galena. This was used as a precedent for a like 
grant for several roads across the State of Iowa, and the 
grants were made by Congress to the State, and by the State 
uccepted for that purpose and parceled out to various railroad 
companies, and by these con1panics accepted upon the condi
tions that they should construct certain lines of railroad 
across the State £ron1 east to \Vest. 

The men composing these companies being Eastern capL 
talists claimed that they could not build these roads without 
local aid, and as that aid could not be furnished by the peo
ple, individually, along the proposed lines of railroad, these 
1nen suggested and urged that the different public corpora
tions through which the roads should run could issue bonds 
payable at a remote date ,vhen the corporations issuing them 
\vould become populous and wealthy and able to pay them. 
'l'hese bonds were to be issued to tho con1panies in payment 
dollar for rlollar of stock of those corupnnies subscribed for 
and issued to the corporations being counties and cities. 

Bonds were issued by the counties of Washington, John
son, Jefferson, Muscatine, Lee, Powesheik, Louisa, Iowa, 
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Des Moines and several others and the cities contained in 
them to the amount of several millions of dollars. It was 
represented by these railroad con1panies that the dividends 
on the stock would pay the interest on the bonds; that when 
the bonds became due the stocl{ could be sold for enough to 
redeem the bonds, and thus the ''honest grangers" could get 
a railroad at a small cost, or no cost at all. The theory 
looked plausible; the needs for railroads were great; some
thing was ,vanted to carry to market the crops of our broad, 
fertile acres other than teams, often mired down in our un
bridged rivers, creek:s and sloughs, and bonds were voted by 
large majorities and issued, in some cases, for roads that were 
never built, though it ,vas claimed by good lawyers that there 
was no authority in la,v to vote or issue them. 

Soon dividends on stock failed to pay the interest on 
bonds, and heavy taxes were levied and collected to pay that 
interest. Soon again the taxes not only failed to be paid, 
but failed to be levied. 

By a reorganization of the railroad companies, other rail
road companies were formed that swallowed up the old ones, 
so that the old stock became badly shrunken or totally value
less, while the bonds issued maintained their original full 
rotundity. Suits were brought in our State courts to collect 
unpaid interest, when by the decision of those courts the 
bonds were declared invalid. On appeal to the United States 
courts that decision was reversed. 

In view of this state of affairs, delegates from the ten 
counties above named met at l\tluscatine December 15, 1860, 
at which meeting the following, among other proceedings, 
were had: 

The Committee on Resolutions, through Ex-Governor Kirkwood, 
reported the following: 

WHEREAS, 'fhe recent decisions of the Federal courts involving 
corporation railroad bonds in this State seem to us subversive of the 
authority and dignity of our State courts. and dangerous to the rights 
and privileges of citizens of the States, if uot positive and un,var-
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ranted encroachments upon the jurisdiction of the State courts. 
Therefore, 

Resolved, That we respectfully and earnestly protest against thee~
ercise of such authority by the Federal courts, and hereby pledge our 
sympathy and support to the State courts in the maintenance of their 
rightful authority. 

Resol1Jed, That this Con ,~ention earnestly call upon the General 
Assembly of Iowa to take notice of the late decision of the Federal 
Supreme Court, and apply to Congress and the other States to take the 
necessary steps to pt·oteet our citizens against similar encroachments 
on their rights. 

Resolved, That this Convention regards the pro,ision enacted by the 
'.fwelfth General .Assembly, commonly known as the Doud amend
ment, as the reserYation of the rights of the State to control certain 
railroad companies. in regard to their charges for freight and passen
gers, as a most precious and valuable right, and ought to be preser,·ed 
unimpaired and unrepealed. 

Resolved, That the property of railroacl corporations in this State 
should be taxed, as our Constitution provides, the same as other prop
erty, and the General Assembly is earnestly requested to provide for 
such equal taxation. 

Resolved, That this ConYention recommends to the citizens of the 
several counties and cities interested in this railroad bond question to 
pay all their taxes except their railroad bond tax; to ref use to pay that 
until all legal and practical remedies are exhausted. 

Resoll:ed, That a committee of one from each county be appointed, 
whose duty it shall be to 1naintain a co1Tespondence between the sev
eral counties with a vie,v to harmony and unity of action, and that ,ve 
recommend to the counties here represented not to pny or compro
mise said indebtedness, nor any part of the same, without general con
sultation; and that ,ve further recommend that each county keep at 
Des Moines, during the coming session, one or more competent agents 
to furnish information to the General Assembly and to attend to the 
interest of their respective counties on this question. 

Mr. Negus, of Jefferson, explained that section of the 
law which bad been construed to authorize municipalities to 
aid t·ailroads. He ,vns a me1ubcr of tho legislatnrc ,vhich 
enacted it, and said that no such authority was conveyetl or 
intended to be conYcyed. 

Ex-Governor l(irk~wood said: • 'All will admit that \Ve have 
a right to make our State Constitution and laws just as we 
please, provided \Ve do pot trench upon the Constitution of 
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the United States. What value is this right if our court can
not interpret the meaning of our Constitution and laws 1" 

It was claimed by Governor l{irkwood that under Sec
tion 1 of Article 4 of the Constitution of the United States, 
which says: "Full faith and credit shall be given in each 
State to the public acts, records and judicial proceedings of 
every other State" every person, municipality, corpor
ation, officer or court that could be bouncl by any decision 
of any court, was bound by and shou]d respect the decision 
of the Supreme Court of the State of Iowa, which had 
declared these railroad bonds void . 

. The gubernatorial canvass in 1875, previous to holding 
the Republican State Convention on the 19th of June, was a 
peculiar one. No one of the four or five prominent caadi
dates for Governor went into the convention with any reas
onable assurance that he ha<l strength enough to nominate him 
on the first few ballots. Their comparative strength was 
undoubtedly in the order named: James B. Weaver. John 
Russel, John H. Gear, Robert Smyth, W. B. Fairfield, each 
with his host of friends assisting, striving to get all the 
strength possible enlisted in his favor on the first ballot. 
The editor of the Register said in his paper : '' The conven
tion was all at sea on the choice for governor, no man had 
worked for it, and no wires had been pulled to secure it." 

The names of Weaver, Russel, Gear and Fairfield were · 
presented, with a prospect that ballot after ballot, exciiedlJr 
repeated, and long continued, engendering bitter feeling and 
personal animosities would have to be taken to reach a final 
result, when Dr. S. M. Ballard a delegate from Andubon 
County, an old patriarch in the Republican rank:s with a 
head as white as the driven sno"v, his breast covered with a 
full flowing beard of the same hue, arose and standing six 
feet four inches tall, strait as an arro,v, ,vith a stentorian 
Yoice, like the blows of a trip hammer that reached every 
ear in the large asse1nbly, ~aid, : '' Mr. ];>resident, I desire to 
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present the name of Samuel J. Kirkwood of Johnson 
County." (Immense appla.use.) 

Gen. Trumbull of Dubuque, inquired by what authority 
the nan1e of Gov. Kjrkwood was presented. 

Raisjng himself to his full heighth, throwing back his 
venerable snow colored head, extending bis long right arm, 
with the full intonations of his powerful sonorous voice the 
Dr. replied, ,, BY AUTHORITY OF THE GREAT REPUBLICAN 

PARTY OF 1Ow A." (Tremendous cheers oft repeated.) 
Hon. John Russel arose amid the tumult of applause 

and said : '' He would not be a candidate in opposition to 
the great War Governor, whom be was proud to esteem so 
highly, that he preferred him for governor to any and all 
other n1en, I withdraw my name and second the nomination 
of the gentleman from Audubon." His remarks were 
cheered to the echo. 

Mr. Gear arose amid the cheering, and in the most 
earnest and enthusiastic manner, said : ''Neither will I be a 

candidate against the great popular favorite, Governor Kirk
,vood, who sent seventy-five thousand boys in blue cheering 
to the front to help so potentially in subduing the rebellion, 
and I most heartily second the nomination of the Old 
War Governor and withdraw my nan1e in his favor." 

The brief speech of Mr. Gear was delivered with fire and 
· dash, and it had an electrifying effect on the convention and 
he was cheered and re-cheered to the echo. 

Senator Campbell wanted to know if the friends of the 
governor in the convention did not have a dispatch from him 
saying he was not a candidate. He was answered b3r cries 
from various parts of the house, '' we don't care if the}' 
have-that don't make any difference." 

An informal ballot ,vas taken resulting. Kirkwood, 238 ; 
Weaver, 200; Smyth, 111; Fairtield, 33. 

A formal ballot was then fully tak:en. Before the tellers 
.had counted up the ballots, counties that had voted for other 
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candidates began to change their votes to Kirkwood, and 
before the count was completed, Capt. Hull, a delegate from 
Davis, and one of '"? eave1·'s friends moved to make the v-ote 
unanimous, ,vhich was received and carried with thundering 
upplause. 

A motion ,vas made to telegraph Gov. Kirk,vood for his 
acceptance, which was rnet by showers of '\ no, no" from all 
parts of the house. John Y. Stone arose an1id the storn1 
and &aid, "Governor Kirkwood must accept," ,vhen the 
1nove1· said he woul<l withdraw his motion :lnd second l\fr. 
Stonf)'s rnU8t. 

Though in the co1nn1on acceptation of the term, Gov. K. 
had never been an office seeker, he did desire to he returned 
to the Unite,l States Senate, and as he could not occup.)' that 
pince and the go,·ernor·s chair at the san1e tirne, he preferred 
not to hazard his chance for the forn1er place, h.)' becoming 
:in occupant of the latter. Not"·ithstan<ling no fur1nal noti
fication " 'as sent hy the con \'cntion to the governor of his 
nomination, nor a re<1ur~t for an acceptance, several of the 
rne1nhers of the convention \.Vent to the telegraph office, 
umong whom ,,·ere R. 8. Finkbine, John Russe], S. S. Far
\\·e]l and Ed. ,vright and "'ired him, askiug his consent tu 
hccome a candidate. The governor \.\'as at home and Judge 
\\~right ,vas also in lo"·a ('it.}', and he calh·d upon the gov. 
crnor to press his acceptance, 8a.ring that in~tca<.l of preju
dicing his pros1>ccts for the senatorship, it ,vould a<l\'ance 
them. The question '\\'as for sometin1c <liscussrd hct,vcen 
them pro. and con., \.\.' lH~n at the other end of the Jine all hut 

Gen. '\"right, getting tired ,vuiting for a repl_y, left. the 
telegraph office. It ,vas reported that Ci-en. ,,?right in his 
impatience and auxictJ· ,vhile lvaitin,g- n1adc the telegraph <lo 
some s\.\.·enring fQr hin1, but he '\\'as too \\·ell r:1i s<•d to do that, 
b\lt he did make the wires sa3•, ·• ,vh.r in t/,11n1le,· don't you 
nnswer. ·, Finnll.r the reply can1e, •·if I n1ust ans\.ver
yes." 
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If things had not heen WRIGHT at both ends of the line. 
it is quite probable a "no" instead of a • 'j ·es" "'ould have 

b~en sent. 
As a reason for his acceptance it was urged upon the 

governor that the R epublicans of Iowa had clone much for 
him, and that this was a spontaneous call from them fron1 
all parts of the State, ancl he should heed it. He might ha Ye 

replieJ. " 'ith a great deal of truth. that "·bile they· had done 
much for him, he in return had done a great deal for them. 
that he had often sa<'rificc,l hi::; o,vn private interests, hi::
case and his con1fort for their good. I-le ,Yas never a man to 
press his claims to official station on ,vhat be bad done-fur 
his labors ,vcrc J)Crformed in the honest and faithful di~
chargc of officinl clut.v for the benefit of the public. rather 

than for his own privat<' advantage. 
As soon as the no1nination " ·as n1ndc all the guns of the 

enemy from the diminutive political revol,·er, carried by the 
ward bummer in his hip pocket, to the heavy seige gu11s 
under control of the State Central Comtnittee were turned 

uppn him. 
In a speech 1na<lc in Des l\Joines, on the 27th day of 

August, be spiked m ost of these guns, and hefore election 
they ,vere all silencc<l. Fron1 this speech a few extracts arc 

made. 
Ile said in commencing, he would first pay brief aitent1un 

to some of the charges made against him by the Democrntil' 

press : 

" My old friend Claggett of Keokuk said, I had •speculated in tax 
titles.' I n ever owned or bought a. tax title in 1ny life. Another 
editor says, 1 am a large o,vner of railroad slock. I once bad $300 of 
stock in an un bu ill rai I road, ,vhich I after .. vards sol<l for $;,. I :il 0 

bought n. d ollar of stock in a new· railroad ouce, in order to qu:llify 
myself for president, and I own that yet. It, has also b~en charged 
that I o,v11 stock iu a dislilh•ry. I do not own, t111 ,·er lui, e o,Yned, :i,ud 
i.:e,cr i11tcn1 l loo,, n anv sneh stock. It has hccn l'hnrgl'il also, tluitJ 
ouce said, ',vo n1ust gh-e the l)11t<·h lhtlil' slop'- in order lo keep th<'ir 
votes! I n ever saicl and neYer thought of saying this, or anything 

.. 
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like it, I resent, as the pure and abl~ GerlD8/ll citizen Nicholas J. Rusch, 
,vbo ,vas lieutenant governor "'hen I "'as go,ernor, signed the bill 
a.llo"'ing the sale of beer and ,vine, would have r esented this insinu
ation, that the German citizens would have sold their votes for lager 
beer. The Democrats charge this no,v on the supposition, if they 
believe it at all, that if ,ve bought these people with free lager in those 
days. they ran buy them with free ,vhiskey now. Ne, ! The Germau 
people ,vere voting with us on principle. They hated sla,·ery as " 'e, 

did, opposed secession as '\"\'e did, and as they do now. They were as 
honest as ,ve were, and as determined in being r ight. 

" lt has also been urged that durin~ the war I once called the Ger
mans, Hessians and other vile epitbe' s, which charge is as false as the 
first. I claim to have a little common sense, even if I have not com
n1on honesty. I '"as engaged in raising troops for the war, and no 
citizens ,yere enlisting more spontaneously than our fellow citizens 
of foreign birth. I ne,er spoke of this class of our immortal soldiers 
other than in terms of admiration and praise, and I defy any proof on 
1•arth that I ever did." * * * 

The charge that he speculated in ar1ny clothing was 
taken up and exploded. The governor said, he had received 
among other inquiries one asking how be stoocl in regard to 
secret societies. 

H e stated that be himElelf was a member of the Masonic 
Craft, and the O<ld F ello\vs Order, many members of which 
,vill oppose n1e politically, as bitterly as any others, and this 
no one ,vill think of making an issue in the canvass or at the 
polls. 

The governor said there wu~ another little matter he 
might r efer to : 

·• Some of my friends who are editing Democratic papers, are 
afraid that if I get to be governor I may want to be a senator. They 
and some others are ,ery anxious that ,ve should have a good lookipg 
n1a.n to send as our go,·ernor to the Centen nial Exposition at Philadel 
phia next year, and they are afraid my fri end l\lr. Newbold, our can
didate for Lieutenant Governor would uot 111ak:e as good looking a 
go'\'ernor at the national festival as I ~vould. (Great laughter ) 

·'No"·, I could not go to the Senate or leave the governorship if I 
"'anted to before l\larcb, 1877, the year after the Centennial, so that 
th" people of I owa would still ha Ye the benefit of all the beauty that I 
have at the Centennial. (Repeated laughter ) 

"There are five men in Io,va, that are noted for all the good looks 
that they have. There are two of them in one county, Senator Lowrey 
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and Judge Grant of Scott, (laughter). Then there's Judge Lough
ridge. (More laughter.) Next, but not )east by any means is Gov. 
Eastman. (Further laughter ) The last is mysel f. (Still greater 
laughter. ) No"', I am willing the laclies of Io,va shall select the be~t 
looking man in this lot for the r epresentaliYe of this ' State, and its 
manly beauty at the Centennial, and I will abide by their choice. But. 
about my wanting or not wanting to go to the Senate, I shall make no 
promises. If I did it m ight be as it was ,viLh the governorship. I said 
I d id not want and ,vould not take that ; but, I a1n the Republican 
P arty's candidate for it, and I do not in tend to say any more what 
office I will take and what I ,vill not. (Cheers.) * * * 

" T o the temperance ruan we say the Republican party is the only 
one that gi,es well grounded hope for the accomplishmant of all 
objects that tend to promote the improvement of our fello,v men. ,ve 
may falter, ,ve may stumble, ,ve may halt, ,ve may s,verYe to the 
one side or the other; ,ve may even go backward, but earnestly stri,
ing, desiring and seeking for the good of all, "'e ,vill ever go oll,vard 
in the righ t path at last. Your place is ,vith us, you are no doubt as 
honest as you are earnest, and I for one believe that you are. It i~ 
right too, t0 be progressive, radical and advanced. But have a care 
that you do not get so fa r ahead of public opinion that you ,,·iii 
get out of sight of the great l>ody of the people altogether and be lost. 
[Applause.] So far indeed that you cannot be heard ." 

At Dubuque on the 24th day of September, the following 

speech was delivered: 

Friends and Fellow Citizens:-¥ our chairman in introducing 
me to you bas mentioned th~ fact that some years ago I had the 
honor of ser,ing you in the capacity of governor of the ::;tate. 
an office for which I am again a candi<ta te. I have very little 
to say in r egard to that past time, except this ; that it was a very try· 
ing, troublesome t ime both in our state and in our national affairs. 
The labors devol,ing u pon me ,yere severe, and the duties more diln· 
cult and delicate than in time of peace. But I endeavored to perform 
those duties the best I kne.,v bo,v; bo,v ,Yell I succeed ed it is not for 
me, but for you to say. Should it be the pleasure of the people of the 
state to again elevate me to the same office, the duties " ·ill be 111uch 
more easily performed, and I can only say that I ,vill endeavor to do 
the best I can . I may haYe 1nade mistakes before; I n1ay make mis 
takes again. If any of yon had occupied the po::;ition I did, you would 
probably have made mistakes as 1 did ; and if any of yon "·ere to 
occupy the posi• ion i n future, you would undoubtedly make mi,-take,; 

as I ,vill. 

• 
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THE LJQUun ',!UESTIII~. 

There is one subject \\'hich is )>t·rhaps not quite a. propel' oue fo1· 
rne to discus.s; yet olll' that I f1:el t·al11•d upuu tu discuss iu 1.uauy 101•:d
hics aud aruoug uLhors iu this lo1;ality, that is \\"hat is l'al1(11l the tc111 -
1Jt•raul'C qucstiuu. It is claiwcd by ~otue, I 1car11, thnt I ha,·,• 11ot bc1•11 
frank auJ open upuu tlii:; qucsliou. 'l'his is a wistukP., I ha,·o U('\'cr 

for a wo1ueut cout•ealed lllj' opiuiou iu r1•garu tu this subject, aud I 
have never exprcsscJ different opinio11!:i at JitTen•ut }Juiuts. \Vheu I 
opened thi s cau1paign iu De.s ~loi111's sou1eti1110 iu J\ugust last, l 
cxpre.::sed 1uy opiuiou Oil the teu1pPl':lU(1(' ljllcStion aud \\'hat J said \\"llS 
publishc1l in tho pap,•rs of that city, auJ after\\·111·ds rcpul,li-:hcil iu 
othel' papers of the :-lah:. so that au,r ouc desiring to kno"· 1uy opiu
ious on the subject UJigltt kt10\\' th .. 111. 'fhc 0111.r erul,arra::.s11Jc11t J 
e\·t;!r felt in ('uuuecriuu \\'ilh <1xpn•.-s•;i11g 111,r opiuious on the sul,jcct 
nroso fro1n thi::i <'il'<.:u1u::-tanc•1•: '1'l1t> co11vc11tiou that n1111Jinatc1l ruo 
did not expre:-;s auy opiuiou upon the 1i11estiou. The Rcpuulicuu party 
is not agl'eed awong the1usch ·t•s ou this poi11t. 1'he party contaii.s 
n1any wen \\·uo a1·u oppo::-c,l to licensing the sale of intoxicating clriuks 
and are iu faYor of n prohilii1ory lic1uor la,\·, it contains mcu \\'ho nro 
oppos,•d 10 a prohihitory la\\-' a11d in f:1\·or of license; nud it also l'OU• 
tains mauy tlleu \\'Ito oc:1•upy tl1 c position that I do, a pusitiou differ
ent fr111u 1~itlH•1· of tl11• fot"egoiug. Such being tho cas,: it \\'1111ltl uot 
huYe l,e1•11 houesl in the l{1•p11lJli ca11 party to ha,·o cxpre:--s~d an opiu
ion upon the suhj,!cl iu tlu•ir platforu1, hecausl' it is a question 11pnn 
\\'hif•h the party uru Hot agreed an,l the repre~e11tath·1!s of a party 
111aki11g a platform lay d cnvu principle::1 upuu \\·hh·h that party arc 
agreed. But I have u,y pcrsounl opinions, au1l J "ii] gi,·o the111 to 
you. But I gi\'c thcn1 to you as my o,vn and not those of the Hcpuu
lil'au party, for l have no right to ~})l'ak for thl• Rcpubli<."110 party iu 
a case \\·}11~re that party has uot spoken for ii elf. 

Since the con1meu<·t!UH•11t of this 1·:u11paign I ha,·c tra,·eled alo11g 
the soutlu•ru pa.rt of this state to < '011ncil llluffs; t li1!11cu along the 
\\"esti:1·11 border of tlie slate to Sioux (;ity, thuuce through the north
ern part of the state to this puinl. 111 111auy places I ha\·1: fouuu tlie 
situation of affairs to lJe the sawe as in your lol'a]ity. 'l'bat is the pro
hibitory la\\· \\' lii1·h is to bt• found on the :-.tatu tc• hook of Jo,,·a. is of no 
effect. It is not <!,·aded a'I otlu:r c·riruinal la\\'l:J an• hy stealth secrP.tly, 
it is openly. boldly, notoriously troddc~u uud1•1·foot. l'ublic sentin11•nt 
does not sustain it, that is the 1·011dition of affairs in the county (,l ohu
son) \\·here I Ii\·"· But \\ 'hilc this is 11·111•, it, is j11st as true that in 
znany other conuties of the State the Jaw is fully :111<1 fail'ly eufor('eu; 
as ,vell enforc-e<l as any other JH'nal la\vs of your Stale. And tho peo
ple in those couuties u.l'e strongly nttache<l to the prohibitory h1,\·, 
IJ(•cause it shields them fron1 evils to \\'hich thcy have been subject~d. 
'l'hc social ha.bits an<l manner::i and customs of people of ditTercnt 

• 
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localities and nationalities are as different as are the colors of ,vhite 
and black. LiYing as I do in a community in ,vhich the probibitory 
law· is not enforced, I find the result of the existence of that law 
coupled ,vith its non-eriforcemeut to be this; the daily 'Yiolation of that 
la,v ,vithout rebuke and ,vithout 'Punishment, becomes familiar to a 
man and to the community, it creates a want of r espect fur law in 
general, and a habit of disobedience to la,v in general. You and I, 
my friends, depend for the security and protection of our property 
and our lives upon the la\\' . When the laws are reverenced and ubeye<l 
life and property are safe. When it is daily and openly violated1 aud 
no rebuke or punishment adtuinistered to those by whom it is 
violated, reverence for the laws is inevitably diminished, and the 
habit of disobedience created. One man's taste or inclination 
leaJ.s him to the ,iolation of the prohibitory liquor law, be 
goes unpunished and uurebuked; on the contrary public senti
ment in bis locality sustains him. Another man's taste or inclination 
leads him to violate some other la,v; and ,vhen he is brought to pun
ishment, the question he asks is, "Why am I for vio lating the law 
rebuked and punished, ,vhile my neighbor, for violating another law 
goes unrebuked and uupunisbeJ." This is a partiality and an iujus• 
tice here all must see, and ,vhich inevitably leads billl to a disrespect 
and disobedience of all la,v. Auel in this condition of affairs, ,vhicb 
you all know is the condition in this State, the question arises, ,vhich 
is the best course to pursue. \iVhat policy ,vill result in the greatest 
good to the greatest number ? What legislation is best adapted to the 
,van ts, tastes, feelings, prejudices, if you ,viii, of the different comun1n~ 
ities in the State? This is an entirely proper question to ask, and " 'c 
must find as satisfactory an aus,ver as ,ve can. 

LOCAL OPTION. 

In my judgment, what is called the "local option law" is the best 
solution of this question, wost just tn each and all communities, and 
productive of the best general results. You of Dubuque county, 
where the prohibitory la,v is not enforced and where there is no pre
tense or atte1upt to enforce it, ,vould be just as ,vell off in every 
respect, and n111ch better satisfied if the traffic in intoxicating drinks 
,vas more la,vful ,vith proper restrictions imposed. In other eoun· 
ties ,vhere the prohibitory la,v can be and is enforced, and ,vhere 
the people desire its continuance and enforcement, it is but 
fair and right that th ey should have it. Ju the strongest prohibitory 
counties through ,vhich I have passed, I have asked of the advocates 
of that la\V, ",vhile the citizens of your co;1nty are protected and their 
interests subserved by the prohibitory la,v, why insist it shall apply 
nominally to the county of Dubuque, ,vhere it co1nruands no respect, 
no obedience fro1n the people, and where its only effect is to demoral
ize the public mind by familiarizing the community ,vith the contin· 
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nal disobedience of Ian', ,vhereby the reyerence of all la,v is weak
ened?" And I haYe never been able to get ,vhat seemed tome to be a 
. .:alisfactory ans,ver. And no,v I ask you citizens of Dubuque the 
)arne question. Jf you had a la,v upon this subject that suited your 
senti1nents, your tastes, your prejudices, (as some ruight say) ,vhy 
should you insist that your opinions of " ' hat is right should be forced 
upon the people of other counties of the State. My own personal 
opinion is that the best thing for our mixed varied population is the 
"local option" system. Then ,vhere the people prefer a license la"'• 
a license law can be had; and where the people desire a prohibitory 
Ja1,·, they can have it and enforce it. 'l'his is the ground l have 
oecnpied before the people of this entire State. I have made no 
clutnge or variation or shado,v of turning in one part of the State 
fro,n ,vhat I have said in another part. But let me repeat, that in 
this expression of my sentiments on • this subject, I speak for myself 
alone, 1 am not authorized to speak for the Republican party, for 
Lhal party has not spoken for itself; nor am I authorized to speak for 
n1y associates on the ticket; they can speak for themselYes if they 
choose, or if they are-called upon to do so. But you have a right to 
kno,v 1ny opinions, and you have the1n, If Lhey do not suit you, if 
they excite your displeasure, I only ask that you ,vill visit your dis
pleasure upon me, and upon none else. 

Tl:IE BACK PAY MATTRR. 

There is another matter somewhat personal in its nature to which I 
ought perhaps to pay son1e attention. It has been charged that dut·• 
ing the t,\'o sessions of Congress, that I had the honor of serving you, 
my action in regard to the matter of compensation-pay-,vas 
improper. The circu1nstances of the case are these: Sometime in 
1-!ay, 1865, Mr. Harlan , then Senator for your State resigned from that 
position. This caused a vacancy in that office. When the Iowa J ... eg
islature convened the next December, I ,vas elected to fill that vacancy. 
I ,vent to '\-Vashington and took my place early in January. Now 
there is a la,v upon the sta tute books of the United States, a la,v 
\\'hich I had no share in making, but ,vhich was made many years 
b~fore I became Senator-by ,vhich, ,vhcn any Senator resigned, his 
successor is entitled lo dra,v pay from the date of his predecessor1s 
resignation. In accordance ,vith this law, ,vbich I found upon the 
statute books when I was elected, I did as hacl been the uniform cus
tom before and has been the uniform custom since. I drew my pay 
fro1n Mr. llarlan's resignation. But this, some say is very wrong. 
No,v, first, let us look at the equity of the la\\·. I served through t,vo 
sessions of Congress entirely except about four " 'eeks-the session 
con1mencin.g in December, and I taking my seat in January. If my 
pay had commenced in January, ,vhen I took my seat, I ,vould ha\'e 
hud to serve two sessions in Congress (save those four weeks), and 
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draw but one year's pay, while all my associates serving but four 
weeks longer than I, vrould have had • t,vo years' pay . 
.But look at this matter in another light. Your l\len1-
bers of Congress here in Jo,va, ,vere elected last year, but 
their pay dates from l\ilarch this year, 1875. California, elected mem
bers of Congress on the first day of this month (September, 1875), but 
they draw pay from last March, the same as your members elected last 
fall. Oregon has not yet elected her members of Congress, but when 
elected they will draw pay from the fourth of last March, the same as 
those of California, and those of I owa. '.fhe same ,vith those of Mis
sissippi, ,vhich, are yet to be elected. I took the pay ,vhi<;h the l::nv 
of the land had p1·0Yicled for me. And here allow me to say that in 
my judgment the men " ·ho1u yon have to fear are not tb0se ,vho take 
the pay the la,v gives them, and are contented with it, but those who 
attempt to make outside the compensation the law allows them, 
illegitimate gains. 

VOTE FOR INCREASED C01\1PENSATION. 

During that san,e session of Congress the compensation of mem
bers was increased . I voted for that increase. That compensation 
was fixed at three thousand dollars per year, a number of years before 
- in fact sometime before the ,var, when gold ,vas the standard of 
value. In 1866, ,vhen I took my seat in the Senate, the cost of living 
in Washington City as here in Dubuque and every,vhere else in the 
country, was at least double what it ,vas when the war began. The 
consequence was that a member of Congress coul<l not more than pay 
his necessary expenses, living in moderate style, out of the compensa
tion allowed him at the rate fix:ed before the war. Perhaps it is 
imprudent for me to say it, but I am in the habit of saying what I 
think, and so I will say that in my opinion it is just as shabby for the 
people of Iowa to desire her Senators and Representatives to ser,e 
them for less than a fair compensation, as it is for a public servant to 
desire more than a fair compensation. And, I say further, that the 
men who are serving you in Congress, and are doing the best they 
know ho,v, are entitled to something moee than their actual living 
expenses. So ,ve increased the pay of Members of Congress from 
$8,000 to $5,000 a year. .But at the same time ,ve reduced the mileage, 
from forty to t"•enty cents a 1nile. The result ,vas not so much to 
increase the aggregate amount paid to Members of Congress, as to 
equalize the pay. Under the old la,v in tho case of rnewbers of distant 
States, the mileage amounted to more than the compensation did. 
The net result " ' as substantially this: Taking the aggregate receiYed 
by all the Members of Congress for both salary and mileage, the 
increase ,vas but ,cry slight. Well, as I have said, I voted for the law 
and took the increased pay. If I believed to-day, that in so doing I did 
wrong, I should frankly say so, but I do not believe it was wrong, and 



t'HE LIFE A~D '.rl)IES OP SA)ltfEL J. KIRK\VOOD. 313 

so no po,ver on earth can make me say so. Our Democratic friends, 
"'ho no,v declare that it was Yery wrong were a long time in discover
ing any ,vrong in it. Nine years have passed since then ; and it is only 
during the present c uupaign, since I ,vas nominated for Go-vernor, 
that they ha"Ve discovered ho,v ,vrong it was. Nobody found any fault 
with it at the time. You cannot fipd any complaint of it in the pro
ceedings of any convention of either party. I ,vill defy you to bring 
even a ne,vspaper of either party or an extract from any sl'eech by 
any member of either party, that made any complaint in reference 
to it at the time. In 1873, seYen years after,Yard, ,vhen the price of 
liyiug bad all that tin1e been continually and steadily going do,vn, 
Congress passed a la,v increasing the pay of its members from $5,000 
to $7,500. Then a ,ery <lifferent condition of public sentiment ,vas 
manifested; then complaint ,vas made by people, and by papers of 
both parties; public indignation rose to a ,vhite heat. An<l in ans,ver 
to the de1nauc.ls of the people, Congress reduced the compensation of 
its members to the point at which I aided in fixing it; and the people 
of Iowa recognized the rightfulness of that action, and have since 
made no complaint. I have heard no complaint that the pay of Mem
bers of Congress is nou, too high ; yet it is to-day precisely what [ 
aided in fixing it. Another thing looks to n1e a little inconsistent in 
this matter, and that is, that Democrats should blame 1ne in this mat
ter, and not blan1e anybody else air.ong those ,vbo dill jnst " 'hat I did. 
,rhat statesu1an in this land ,vas n1ore lauded by the Democracy in 
18,8, than Charles Sumner? It, is true they had not always so high 
au appreciation of him, bnt ,vhen he felt it his duty to follow Horace 
Ureely into the "Liberal" ranks, the Democratic party ::.uddenly dis
covered that be ,vas one of the ablest, as ,Yell as one of the purest of 
men that the country ever produced. and they were right. Yet Charles 
Sumner was a member of the Senate at the san1e tin1e I ,vas: he voted 
precisely as 1 did in the matter of that compensation, and like me to 
nse the classic language of the Democratic editors of this State, he 
"went out of Washington ,vith the s,vag in bis pocket." Then there 
,ras Lyman Trun1bull, the distinguished Senator from Illinois, ,vhose 
virtues and ability the Democrats ne,·er tire of praising ; he \\' as in 
the Senate at the same time I ,vas, he voted precisely as I did, and 
'' went out of Washington ,vith the s,vag in his pocket." And there 
was Mr. Hendricks of Indiana, no,v Governor of that State, a.nd pro
spective candidate of the Democratic party for the Presidency of the 
United States. be ,vas a member of the same Senate ; he voted on that 
question of compensation just as I did, and" went away fron1 Wash
ington with the swag in his pocket." For whom did you Democrats 
shout yourselves hoarse in 1878, as your candidate for the Vice
presidency ? You may have forgotten, so I will remind you that it 
was B. Gratz Brown of Missouri. He was a member of that same 
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Senate, he ,oted on the question of compensation precisely as I did, 
and he " '"ent away frorn \Yasbingtou "'ith the s,vag iu his pocket." 
And you Democrats did not discover any ,vrong in it then, and ne,·er 
did till I happened to become candidate for Governor of Io,va this 
vear . 
• 

PERSONAL ABUSE. 

But, right here my friends I feel moved to say one thing, and that 
is, that it is 111ost hun1iliating that candidates for office, "ho clai111 to 
be gentlen1e11 and honorable men in a canvass such as I am no,,· 
engaged in, should be compelled to answer charges such as these; I 
mean co1npelled to answer charges either of petit or grand larceny. 
I do not think our politics are improved by such methods of conduct
ing a campaign. I regard the making of such charges as a piece of 
demagoguery that will not help the party Msing it, OF hurt the party 
against ,vhom it is used. 

NATIONAL POLITICS. 

Having disposed of these unpleasant personal matters, I will now 
SJ eak iu regard to ,vhat I understand to be the present condition of 
the political affairs of this nation. We are fighting this year a battle 
that is but preliminary to a much severer one next year. Next yea,r 
,ve have to elect a president, and I a1u satisfied that ,ve are to have 
one of the bitterest aucl most fiercely coutested campaigns since 1860. 
EYery election iu every State this year is looked upon as tending to 
sho,v the drift of public opinion next year. What then is the polit
ical outlook for 1876? Let us first consider what was the political 
condition of the county befo1e the civil ,var. Before its outbreak for 
many years the Democratic party had rule<l in this country, and ho,v 
had they managed, in order to rule this country? First the vote of all 
the sla,·e States "'as solidly Democratic, there was no break in their 
ranks, the Democratic party held them in the hollo,v of its hand. It 
had only to count up those States, and the nun1ber of their representa
tiYes and calculate safely anu surely upon so many Senators, so many 
members of the I-louse of Representatives, so 111any Electoral votes for 
a Democratic president. The number that coul<l thus be surely cal
culated upon for the Democratic party ,vas not quite a majority in 
either case; but it ca1ue so near it, that a slight addition from the 
Northern States "'ould place the control of the " ' hole country in tlte 
hands of the Democratic party. And no,v since the reconstruction of 
those states bas l>eeu accomplished, the u1anagers of the Democratic 
party have been lending every effort persistently, deter1uinedly, unre
mittingly to restore the san1e conllitioo of affairs. They ha.,·e so far 
succeeded that to-clay there are but three of the old slave States that 
are not in their hands; !\lississippi, North Carolina and South Carolina. 
Indeed they ,vill huvc !\1ississippi this year, they are persuading the 
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black men down there into voting for them; or at least into not vot
ing against them. They have a peculiar process of "persuading" the 
black n1en not to vote, and so I fear this year Mississippi " ' ill pass 
into lhe hands of the Democratic party. The political status of 
~orth Carolina is so uncertain that no one can tell ho,v it ,vill go. 
And the only Republican State in the south, remarkable as it 111ay 
seem, is South Carolina. How strange that would have sounded 
fifteen years ago! The statesmen of the south a.re men of strong wills, 
determined purpose, and unyielding tenacity, they set their purpose 
and then work up to it, disregarding all minor issues. They are \vork
iug no\v for the same object and ,seeking to accomplish it in precisely 
the same ,vay as before the outbreak of the rebellion. Then all that is 
needed to place the Democratic party in power again, in such a condi
tion of affairs as will give them a fe\v votes from the Northe1·n States, 
and the Democratic party will control the country and the Southern 
\ving of the Democratic party ,vill control that party. If you believe 
that a right and a. good thing to do, do it, but do it like men; if yon 
think it not a right and a good thing to do, don't do it at all, and don't 
indirectly aid in doing it. 

But it way be asked why should not the Democratic party be 
restored to the control of this Government? I will give yon my reas
ons. Passing by the question that divided the parties in old times, 
slavery; which thank God, is now taken out of our politics, there yet 
remains another vexed question that aided in bringing the civil war 
upon our country, and that is the question of 

STATE RIGHTS 

or State Sovereignty. The Democratic party insists that this is not a 
nation of people; but as many nations as there are States, that the 
States are separate nationalities, bound together by a band sometimes 
called a league, sometimes a confederacy; that any one of these States 
has a right to ,vithclra,v from the confederacy at its o,vn pleasure, and 
that uo power can compel a State to remain in the Union, if it desires 
to leave it. The northern Democracy did not entirely agree with this 
vie,v of the matter; but they took the absurd and fatal ground that no 
State had a right to secede from the Union; but that if a State chose 
to secede without the right, there ~'as no power under the constitu
tion to compel them to remain. You will all remember how, from the 
tin1e of the election of Lincoln to the fall of Fort Sumpter, the cry of 
"no coercion" ran~ through the land. That meant that it was ,vrong 
for a Southern State to secede; yet if they did secede our fathers had 
builded our government so un\visely that they had created a nation 
ancl breathed into it the breath of life, and yet had given it no power 
to protect that life. And the leaders of the Democratic party hold 
that doctrine as firmly now as they did then. You will find it in some 
guise or other in every Democratic platform throughout the length 



\ 

316 THE LIFE AND TI:MES OF SAlIUEL J. KIRK"\VOOD. 

and breadth of our 1 • • 1• But the Republicc1n party says this is not a 
true interpretation of onr Constitution. '.fhey say this is one country, 
one people, one nation; that ,ve ha,·e but one flag-and Goel helping 
us ,ve ,vill see to it that but one flag shall iloaL tbroughouL the length 
and breadth of our land. [Loud applause]. No,v, one or the other of 
these two ideas respecting our government will eventually triumph. 
If the Democratic idea triu1uphs, the outlook of our country is any
thing but pleasant to contemplate. We or our cllildren may see this 
broad and glorious realm broken into numerous po,verless aotl petty 
divisions. We 1nay see one iudepeudent empire on the Pacific coast, 
and the remainder of our land brol1en into half a dozen insignilicant 
nationalities. We may have in America the st.tme condition of affairs 
that s-i.nce the war-; of the first Napoleon has reduced Germany from a 
first-class po,ver to a condition of comparative "'eakness. The foud 
dream and aspiration of the Ger1uan mind for years an<l years has been 
for G·erman unity. To-day Germany is united, and being united 
stands the arbiter of the destinies of Europe. A few years ago ,vben 
you asked an emigrant from Germany his nationality, he ,vonld 
answer that he was a Prussian, or a Bavarian . or a resident of some 
other of the petty principalities; but to-day ask him ,vhat is his nation
ality, his "Fatherland,'' and he will say · Germany." And every 
German clings to the unity of Germany as the only salvation of Ger
many. And the same feeling induces us to cling to the unity of our 
nation as its only salvation. 

THE DEl\IOCRACT DURING THE W .AR. 

I will give you another reason ,vhy I deem it unsafe to trust the 
country again in the hands of the Democratic party. If any of you 
gentlemen desired to engage a 1nan to occupy a confidential relation, 
you '}'Ould like to kno,v what manner of man he was-whether he ,vas 
worthy of trust or not. You would inquire "''hat had been his past 
life. If his conduct in the past had been right and honorable, you 
1vould trust him and engage hi1n in your service, otber,vise not. Wby 
not in public affairs use the same common sense that you use in your 
private affairs? Let us then in the same ,vay study the course of the 
two parties which have controlled the govern1uent and see 1'•bich has 
shown itself most worthy to be trusted. To go no farther back than 
the ,var. What was the course of the two parties during that time? 
What did the Democratic party as a party do during the war? I wish 
to do justice to all and in all things; and I am glad and proud to say 
that ,vhen the ,var broke out the Democratic young men of the coun
try came forward and enlisted just as promptly, just as gallantly, just 
as gaily as any; and God forbid that I from any supposed political 
necessity, or any other reason. should fail to give them the just tribute 
of praise they deserve for their patriotic conduct. They did their duty 
fully, manfully and nobly. But these ,vere not the representative men 
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of the Democratic party. Neither ,vere those other men ,vho al,vays 
voted the Den1ocratic ticket, because it was the Democratic ticket. 
But I refer to the men ,vho directed the policy and wrote the platform 
of the Democratic party during the ,var. What was their action? vVill 
you put your finger on a single measure deen1ed essential by President 
Lincoln and his cabinet for the suppression of the rebellion, that the 
organized Democi-atic party of the north did not denounce and oppose? 
When it \Vas proposed to issue greenbacks (that they UO\V are so \VOD

derfully in love with) they told us that there was no constitutional 
po\ver to issue them. When ,ve proposed to issue bonds they said not 
that there ,vas no constitutional power to issue them, but that nobody 
,vould purchase them; that they "''ould adorn thb \Val1s of saloons and 
barber shops, and be as ,vorthless as so 1nnch waste paper. When 
President Lincoln proposed to issue his Emancipation Proclamation, 
a ho,vl of indignation went up from the Democratic party a11 over the 
land. When it was proposed to arm the blacks and let such of them 
as chose to enlist, die for us instead of our o,vn brave sons, you 
remember bow fiercely they protested. I r emember the position I 
lben held ga,·e to me the po,ver of commissioning the Io,va regiments. 
I remember that I received letters from sou1e officers, high in rauk, 
that if that measure should pass they would resign their cowmissions, 
leave the army an<l come home, for they did not enlist for the purpo"e 
of fighting in a '·nigger" war. I remember also that I wrote back in 
reply that I should be very sorry to lose their valuable services, but if 
they were determined upon resigning, I thanked God that there was 
not an Iowa regiment in \vhose ranks I could not find soldiers out of 
,vhom I could make jnst as good officers as eYer wore shoulder straps. 
[ Applause]. The act arming the blacks was passed, but I do not remem
ber that any of these iudignant officers resigned their commissions! 
But I repeat the statement-there " 'as not a single leading measure 
deemed absolutely necessary by those to whom the conduct of the war 
for saving the Union had been intrusted by the people of this country, 
that this organized Democracy did not resist. 

THE DE:\IOCRATIC PARTY AND RECONSTUCTION. 

Well, the war ,vas ended. We did what the organized Democracy 
had declared " 'e could not do; we suppressed the r ebellion and pre
served the unity of t,he States Then came the question of reconstruc
tion, the question as to what should be done with the people and the 
States, that had just laid down their arms. after being defeated in 
their efforts to de-,troy the Union. There were two plans proposed. 
1'he Democratic plau was very easy, plain and simple; it \vas to a11ow 
t hrc;e \Vho had just laid do\vn their arms- the white men of the rebel• 
lious States - to reorganize those States; but there was one difficulty in 
the ,vay. In those States there \Vere some fo ur millions of black peo
ple. We have given these people their freedom, nominally. But if we 
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had left them to be dealt ,vith as their former n1asters desired to deal 
with them, their nominal freedom ,vould have been worth but little. 
Louisiana, after reconstruction, after her first r econstruction before 
she was reconstructed in accordance ,vith the acll of Congress passed 
for that purpose, gave us a foretaste of what might be expected, if the 
white men of the South were left to organize their State governments 
to suit themselves. The Legislature of Louisiana passed a law that in 
any year, any colored 111an ,Yho, by a certain day in January had not 
hired out bis scr\'ices for the entire year, should be arrested by certain 
local officers authorized to do so, and his services sold for the year to 
the man who ,vould pay the most for them. Is there any man in this 
audience ,vbo has made his living by hiring out to work for other 
men'? I presume there are many here, ,vbo like myself ha,7 e at some 
period of their lives done so. No"'• ,vhat would you say if the Gen
eral Assembly of Iowa shonld pass a la,v that you, unless by the mid
dle of January in each year you had hired yourself to some man for 
the entire y ar, should be arrested, taken up by the township trustees 
and auct:onecl off? \i,hy, I tell yon !.he passage of such a la,v as that 
,yould rai se more disturbance in Io,va than the license question ! My 
friends, I am no\V sixty-two years old; I have mixed ,vith the world a 
good deal in my time; I have been brought into contact with a good 
many meu, both good n1en and rueau men. but 1 neYer found a man 
meaner than the man ,vho ,vould use the serYices of another in time 
of need, and then turn his back on the man who had risked bis life to 
help him out of the trouble. I don't believe the devil ,vould ,vanl a 
man to be any meaner than that. [Laughter]. I .1eno,v that I cannot 
here address an audience as large as this without addressing some 
Io~•a soldiers. Some of you when in the South have attended a uegro 
meeting. You have heard these colored 1nen pray for you. It may be 
that they did not use very cultured language. Yon could hear better 
prayers any day in any of your churches here. But when I was a boy 
at n1y mother's knee, I was taught that the prayer of the poor and 
oppressed and do,vn-trodden, found as ready access to the ear of the 
good God. and as ready answer from him. as the prayer of the rich and 
noble . It may be that in these later days, in the light of ad,~anced 
science, you have found a better theology thau that, but that is what I 
,vas brongbt up to believe. And if perchance those early teachings be 
true, if there be any po.,ver in prayer, you cannot tell nor can I ho\, 
1nuch in the time of our greatest peril the prayers of these poor. 
oppressed, do,vu -t rodden people aided us. But they did more than 
pray for us; they ,vorkcd for us. An<l when still later in the ,,·ar wo 
" ' ould allo,v the1n to clo so, they took arms in their hands and in their 
nwk,vard. clun1sy ,vay they fought for us. And ,vhen praying, ,vork· 
ing or fighting. they did \\' hat 01any a man ,vbo no,v turns up his nose 
n.t then1 n111l call-.; thetu ' 'da111u niggers," did not do; they did all they 
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could for the cause of the Union. And if after these men had risked 
their lives for us, and by their aid we have got through our trouble, 
we have left them at the mercy of their bitterest foes, we would have 
deserved to be a hissing and a scorn to every honorable man that walks 
God's green earth. [Loud applause]. And yet, because we did not 
commit that ineffable meanness, that inexpressible baseness, the whole 
northern Democracy denounced us from one end of this country to the 
other. Thank God that we haYe, nevertheless, had the manhood to 
stand by them as they stood by us. 

But the Democrcay say, allo,ving all these things to be true, you 
ought not to talk about it. That tends to keep up the angry feelings 
produced by the war. This ought to be an era of 

PEACE AND RECONCILIATION. 

Now, my friends, I will go as far as any one, I will do as much as 
any man who hears me to\vard building up the waste places of the 
South, restoring her t o peace and prosperity, and giving her citizens 
every right that can be rightfully claimed by any citizen of this f ree 
republic. But one thing I will not do, or aid in doing-because I do 
not believe it to be best for them, nor for us; and that is to place in 
their hands the control of the government which, they tried their best 
to destroy and that we mean to save. That one thing I ,vill not do. 
You must each judge for yourself whether you will do it. 

But you say you are for conciliation. Well , so a1n I . And no,v I 
ask you how far you are willing to go to,vard conciliation ? During 
the war we had in our naval service one of the most gallant sailors, 
one of the bravest men that ever risked his life in behalf of any noble 
cause, l mean Admiral Farragut. He it was, who irradiated Mobile 
Bay ,vith a halo of naval glory. He it ,vas, that forced his ships 
beb.veen the rebel forts Jackson and St. Philip, and compelled the sur
render of New Orleans and all the rebel strong holds in that section 
of the South. Yet be was one of the most modest and unassuming 
men I ever knew. He is dead and has gone to his reward. Our rebel 
brethren had during the war a somewhat celebrated naval officer. 
Raphael Semmes, commander of the Alabama, which did so much 
damage to our commerce. He still lives, but totally unreconciled, 
unconciliated to-tlay. You will re1nen1 ber that some one wrote him 
au invitation to attend our National Centennial Celebration that is to 
be held at Philadelphia next year. He returned an indignant refusal, 
in ,vhich ho also advised every southern man to stay away. Now, he 
needs conciliation. It ,vould no doubt conciliate him to appoint him 
to fill the place made vacant by the death of Admiral Farragut. Are 
yon ready to do that ? If not, \-vby not ? That \VOnld do what you 
Democrats say you are so auxious to do-conciliate biu1 ancl many of 
his frieuds as \veil. I cannot think of anything you <.:ould do that 
would be more conciliating. \-V hy not conciliate him and his friends 
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by making him an Admiral in the American Navy in the place o:i 
Farragut? Again, son1e of you boys who are now listening to me, 
marched with Sherman in his march through the heart of the Rebel 
Confederacy to the Atlantic shore. I need not rehearse to you even 
the leading incidents of that grand March to the Sea But, I ask you 
are you willing to ask him to step dow·n and out from his position at 
the head of the armies of the nation, and put Beauregard in his place?' 
If you are willing to dv so, say so, if not, tell me " 'hy not? So ,vith. 
the gallant Sheridan as ,vell. True, a leading Democratic Senator 
last ,vinter declared that Phil Sheridan " ·as not fit to breathe the air 
of a free republic. The poor man forgot that, but for Phil Sheridan 
and men like him, v;•e would not haYe a republic to breath air of any 
kind in. But are you ,villing that Sheridan should step down and 
out from his position in the armies of the nation, and Forrest or 
Braxton Bragg be appointed to bis place? Nothing surely could be more 
"conciliating" to them and their friends all over the South? If not, 
tell me why not; and I will tell you why I am not willing to place in 
positions of trust and honor, other men ,vho were no better than they, 
South and North- in fact not quite so good ; for the rebel officers of 
whom I ha"'e spoken had the courage to fight for what they believed 
to be right, \Vhile the men ,vho are DO\V trying to get bold of our gov
ernment did not have the courage to do that. (Applause.) 

CORRUPTION OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY. 

But, our Democratic friends say the Republican Party is so corrupt 
that ,ve cannot trust it. W ell , a good deal might be said about that. 
'fhere is too much corruption in public life, and too much den1oraliza
tion in private life. Think of things t,venty years ago, here in Iowa, 
you who have lived here that Jong, and you "'ill find that as indi
viduals " re have been demoralized. J.\,ly experience tells me this, that 
,vhen there is demoralization in private life, you roust expect it in 
public life. I have not time to go fully into the discussion of the 
causes ,vhich have led to this demoralization, but "'ill examine this 
question of political corruption a little. You are told by Democratic 
speakers and Democratic newspapers, that the Republican Party is 
corrupt and rotten. \Vhile there js some truth in that, there is an 
immense deal of falsehood. It is already eYident that the next cam
paign will be conducted by our Democratic friends under a continued 
cry of corruption. They have in their employ as editors and news
paper writers, men ,vho write unscrupulously and recklessly-,vith
out caring ,vhether what they say be true or false. The ,.yay they manage 
to keep the couulry stirred up, and induce a general belief or suspi
cion of their accusations is this, they bring charges against the Sec• 
retary of the Interior, or some other cabinE,t officer. This ·will Jead to 
an examination before a Committee of Congress; as soon as the com
mittee is appointed these fellows kno\Ying from the first that their 
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charges are fa.lse, will begin to "hedge" by impugning the character 
of the committee; and on finding that the testimony d oes not prove 
the charges they ,vill boldly accuse the committee of ''whitewashing '' 
Political ,vriters with no respect for right, truth or justice, will reck
lessly 111a.ke charges of all kinds, kno,'\"iog them to be false i aucl there 
are too many people \\'ho without taking the trouble to investigate 
them, \\'ill recei,e them as true. It is a pity that men writing osten
sibly for the purpose of instructing the public, should not be dcsi1·ous 
of giviug theru the truth; but so it is. Aud therefore, you must dis
count largely before you believe ,,,,ithout proof, the charges wade 
against public men. I have often thought of what " ' as said by a 
friend of mine in 11uscatine County, a Mr. Kincaid, a solid, hard
headed,:,ensible 111an. I had been invited do,vn to J.\,1uscatine to make 
a fourth of July address on the occasion of the unveiling of a monu
ment of some of our fallen soldiers. \Veil, my friend and I were talk
ing of the alleged corruption of the Republican Party. and comparing 
it \\'ith the old Democratic Party. that some of these writers boast of 
ha,·ing been so pure. We ,vere talking more particularly of Mr. 
Letti er, my competitor for Governor-a gentleman "hom I have not 
the honor of being acquainted with, but who I am told i~ a gentleman. 
,vhcu u1y friend said that the claim of the Democratic speakers and 
\\l'iters, that in those oltl days inYestigations ,vere rare, ,vhile now-a
days iu ,·estigating comwittees were constantly at '\\' ork, reminded 
hiiu of the time when he lived in Ohio, and used to make maple sugar. 
Many of you young wen ,vho have gro,vn up in Io\va have never seen 
maple sugar made; so I '\\'ill brt<'lly t•xplaiu to you the process. 'the 
sugar 111aple tree is tapped, a hole• c:ut through the bark into the sap 
Wood, and a ii spite" driven in belo,v the hole, to carry the sap that 
comes from the tree into a pail or trough. The sap thus gathered is 
boiled and by proper manipulation is made into syrup or sugar. And 
my friend said that two neighbors of his using precisely tbe same 
Dlaterial, ancl the same appliances, produced very different grades of 
syrup aud sugar. That of one was dark colored, impure, ill-tasting, 
scarcely fit to eat. That of the other ,vas clear, and pure, and S\\'Cet. 
And he said the difference in the results \Yas caused thus, the man 
ti.int produced the dirty sugar, as the impurities came up to the sur
face stirred them all in again " ·ith a stick; so the ,vholo mass " ·as 
<lh ty. But his neighbor stoocl be,icle the kettle all the time with 
kiiuruer in hand, and when any impurities can1e to the surface, he 

"kitnmed them off and th1·e,v then1 one side. And that he said \Vas 
thc<lifference bet,veen the old Democra,tic Party, aud the H.epublican 
Party of to-day. In the good old Democratic days, if any fraud or 
Wl'ong "'as committed by a Demo<-ratic otticial, tl1<•y \\'ould at once 
stir it in out of sight. and keep it uuder, \Vhile the Republican Party 
i.lands beside the political kettle, \Vitli skimmer in hand, and a.:s fast 
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as any iinpurities appear they are skimmed off and thrO\"Vll aside. 
(Great applause.) This is the illustration my friend used; you must 
judge for yourselves ,vhether it be truthful or not. You will remem
ber that a couple of years ago ,ve had a kettle boiling fiercely, ,vhile • • 

the Credit Mobilier business \vas being in ,•estigated and.men stood by 
,vith skimn1er in band; ,vatching to see ,vhat ,vould come to the sur
face. And it was noticed that ,vhen you dipped in the skimmer and 
caught a Republican ,vasp, side by side ,vith hiin, you found a Demo
cratic yello,v jacket. I Laughterj. The Democrats raised a triumphant 
cry ,vhen we caught Oakes Ames of Massachnsetts, but lo! in the same 
skimmer full, ,ve found James Bn?oks, a leadiug Democratic repre• 
sentative from Ne,v York. 'Ihen iu the Pacific wail investigation 
they caught King, a Republican representative from Minnesota, but 
side by side ,vith him ,ve found another Democratic representative 
frou1 Brooklyn, N. Y. And so on through that investigation and other 
investigations since. And I want to say this thing, because I belie\"'e 
it to be true, I do not belie Ye that any tnan ,v ho hears me can recollect 
the time ,vhen men accused of fraud ,vere pursued as earnestly as 
during these Republican days. Sometim~s we fail to catch our rascals, 
and sometimes ,vben ,ve have caught them ,ve fail to convict thc1u, 
just as you fail to capture and convict criminals under your penul 
la,vs. You ought not to expect the government to do with its crimi· 
nals ,vhat you fa.il to do ,vit.h your criminals. You make mistakes in 
your own private affairs, and it is unfair of you to demand that public 
officers should make no mistakes. 

HO\\' TO PREVENT CORRUPTION IN f ·OLITICS. 

I am as much opposed to corruption as any one. I desire to see the 
party I belong to and lo,·e, kept. pure as sincerely as any man. But 
the question is-ho,v shall it be done? Are you a church member? 
Have you no un,vorthy meu in your churches, serving the Devil at 
heart, and pretending to sbo,v you the \\'ay to heaven? Can you 
expect a political party to be purer than the churches? And ,vbeu 
you find corrupt men in your church, ,vhat do you do? Do you 
abandon the church, and s tart off o,·er the prairies on your way to the 
Devil by your own rpute, (laughter)ordoyoustand by your organiza
tion, and do the best to tnake it pure as it should be? Let me speak 
to you on this subject frankly and truly. You men who co1nplain of 
the corruption of politics, are the very men, who in too many cases 
are the most to blame fo1· that corruption. You ha,' e in your hands 
the po\\•er to 1uake such nominatious as _you desire, if you are not too 
indifferent or too lazy to do so. If yon fail to exercise that po"·er. 
the fault is with you. Aud I do say this, that ,vhcn so much complaint 
is made because bad men are nominated for office, it is beoa.use tbP 
men who coroplJ\,ifl the most loudly, a.re in tbernain good men and good 
9itizeqs1 will qo\ !!9 \q (he primary meetings an<! th~r• clo ,v!lat ibey 
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can to prevent such nominations. When the day comes for the to,vn
ship meeting, or the ,vard meeting, what do you do? Why you stay 
at home, the most of you. 'fhe merchant says, " l can 1t afford to lose 
111y time to attend that 111eeting;n the mechanic says, "I can't afford 
to lose my time,'' the farmer says, '' I can't affo~·d to lose my 
tin1e, ,, and the pot-house politician, and the men ,vho have axes 
to grind make the nominations, and then if they don't suit you, 
as very likely they won't, you ,vill ho\vl just as loudly, and complain 
of the corruption of politics just as bitterly as though you could not 
have prevented it. It is the duty of every 111an to belong to s01ne 
political party, and to attend to his duties as a n1ember of that party, 
endeavoring to see to it that only honest and ,vorthy and capable men 
are put in nomination. 

THE FINANCIAL QUESTION. 

I did desire to say something in regard to our finances; but it is 
getting ,$0 late that I can refer to that subject but briefly. The sub
ject is one of such importance that it. ought to be carefully examined 
by our people. l,\,Iy ideas on the subject may not be worth any more 
than those of any of you; yet any n1an 's ideas may be ,vorth lis tening 
to. This wnch ,ve all agree in-that the financial condition of the 
country is not so satisfactory as ,ve ,vould like to have it. Some of us 
look back to the tilne of the ,var, and say those were good tin1es, 
because ,vheat " 'as t,vo or three dollars a bushel, and you would like 
lo have such times fiuancially co111e again. No,v I ,vill tell you ho,v to 
ha\'e an excellent good time- I haven't taken out any patent on the 
process, and do not charge anything for it. If you have a piece of 
real estate ,vorth $10,000 or $20,000, go and 1nortgage it and bo1To,v a 
lot of money, then spend the money; ,vbi\e you are spending the inoney 
you ,viii have an excellent good tiine. You can buy ne,v clothes, and 
a golll ,va.tch for yourself, and dresses and je,velry for your ,vife, and 
horses aud shot guns and pointer dozs for your boys, and the who:e 
fa.mily can have a good time, ,vhile the money lasts. But ,vhen you come 
to foot ~he bills and pay up, the pin ch begins. No,v ,vhen the rebellion 
broke out, ,ve wanted money; we found ,ve must have it to carry on 
t.he war, and t.o obtain it ,ve pl:.tced on this "·hole nation a1nortgageof 
three thousand million dollars, and ,r hile ,ve "\Yere spendi11g the 1uont·y 
,ve had a good tilne, Uncle Sam stood there ,vith both hands full of 
greenbacks, handing them out liberally to pay for putting do,vn the 
rebellion; and all the ,vhile any number of thieves and pickpockets 
\vere surrounding the old gentleman, helping themsel,cs to all tlH~y 
1•oukl carry a\vay. Aud no\v for a fe1v years past, ,ve have been pay
ing up that mortgage, the process isn't half so pleasant as spending 
the money ,vas. We have done very ,veil so far , \VB have paid about 
one~tbird of t,he d ,bt incurred rl11ring the ,var, and are paying more of 
it •r~rr JllOij t!i, 'Xo re\uru to \he case of the iudividuali ?O\\ k~Q\'( 
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that after giving the first mortgage, and having a good time with the 
rnoney you borro\ved, if instea.<l of paying your debt like an honest 
n1au, you can add to your gaiety by adding a second mortgage on your 
fa.rm, if any body ,vill take it. So if ,ve have a mind to, if "'e really 
th uk it the best thing to do, ,ve can stop paying 'our deb.ts and borrow 
111ore money and have a good time of it, until ,ve have exhausted all 
"'c bort·o,ved on the second n1ortgage. But so surely as one day 
follo"'S another, so soon ,vill the money obtained fro1n the second 
mortgage on our country be used up sometime; and ,vheu that is all 
spent, the pinch ,viii come again and t.be pinch ,vill be harder tha.n 
ever. 

ANOTHER REASON WHY Tll\IES ,vERE EASY DURING THE WAR. 

Let me before going any further remind you of another reason 
why times ,vere easy during the ,var. V{e had then, counting both 
armies north and south, something over a million of men in the field; 
,·igorous, able bodied men, and they "·ere producing nothing; not a 
thing, not only that, but \\' 0 ,vere feeding and clothing them, and not 
ouly that, but ,ve ,vere supplying them ,vith arms, ammllnition, yes, 
and all the munitions of ,var; building ships, buying horses and ,vagons. 
etc., etc. The men ,vho re1uained at home ,vere engaged in producing 
these things, ,vhile the governiuent ,vas engaged in buying them and 
paying an enormous price for them. By and by the rebellion ,vas 
suppressed and peace came. 'rhen the condition of things changed; 
a ,nillion of ~en returned ho,ne, and ,vhen they returned to their 
homes, they ceased being consumers, and at once became producers. 
1'he market they had made for our productions ceased to exist, \Vi th 
the loss of our market, the amount of our agricultural products 
increased, and ,ve had to seek a market for them abroad. Aud on 
going abroad ,vith tbem, ,ve had to sell them at the prices prevailing 
in those foreign markets; not only that, but ,ve had to sell at prices 
measured by a coin standard. Of course the prices of our products at 
once tumbled do,vn on our hands. The same ,vas true of the manu
facturing interests of our country. The manufacturers thought they 
could defy the natural la,vs of trade and prevent a reduction in the 
prices of their goods. You ,vill remember that in 1873 you could read 
the proceedings of 1nanufacturers of every kind; men \\'bomade shoes. 
,voolen goods, cotton goods, etc., etc., combining among themselves 
to keep prices up, rrheir products were sold mainly in this country, 
so they did not feel the effect of tbe changed condition of things .so 
pro,uptly as the fitrmers, ,vho had to go abroad to find a market for 
their surplns. But theiL' turn came at last, they organized into <'Olll· 

bi nations, and tried in every \Ya.y to keep up tbe old prices; but to 
keep up the old prices ,vheu the old condition of things bad passed 
away was of course impossible. They Jlligbt just as ,vell have tried to 
-lift themselves by the straps of thei1· boots, ot· hold tbemsel\-es out a.t 
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arms length by the ,vaist-band of their breeches. There is a propor
tion that must al,vay.s exist bet,Yeen the prices of the agricultural 
products of a country, aud its manufa<:tures. Arbitrary edicts of 
po,verful con1binations 1nay pre,·enl it for a,Yhile; but the result is sure 
at last. \Vhcu the prices o~ agricultural prnlllll'tS go <lo,,•11, n1on(•y 
IJecomes scar<:e in the hauds of our farn1ers, und tht•y cannot buy 
manufactured goods as freely as before; theu the ,vare-huuses of the 
country beco1ne loaded with unsold 1na11ufactured goods; then the 
manufacturers have t9 sell at reduced prices, or not at all. Then they 
are hurt, then they squeal. 1'he manufactured goods \\'hich t\\·o or 
three years ago the n1anufacturers agreed among the1nselves they 
,vould not sell at less than a certain fixed prier, are no,v Leing forced 
upon the market at a much lo,ver figure. l\lean,\'hile the condition of 
the agricultural interests of the country is impro,·ing, the harro\\' has 
gone oYer us farmers and passed by; the barrow is no\v going over 
then1 :u11l ,re are sla11tling. J\nd right here is anolhc•r co1ubination; 
the 1t1t

1

11 \\ Ito \\'01·k for the 111a11ufac111rers in the factories an, l shops 
ttlsu fonu c•c11ulii11atio11s an1011g thl•n1selve:-, and refuse to work unless 
they aru paid as 11111<·h fo1· thPil" labor, as ,vhe11 \\'}11•at ~·as ,vorth t,,·o 
and u. half or thrPe clullar;; a. 1,ushel; aud tlui 111anufacturers ('anuot pay 
high prit·c•s to their \\·orku1eu, a11<l :-<'ll their goocls at the lo,v prices 
they are con1pe11Pd to; a11d JH•nc•e there aris1·s auother trouble; l.nll 
,,·heu thesf• t1·oubl(•S pass a\\·ay a~ thl'y \\·ill , the different branche!::I of 
our Lu~inl•~:-. \\'i ll all get into thei1· p1·opcr relations to each other; the 
prit"es of farniing products. of manufactnred goods, aucl of the labor 
that produced the ni:inufactttl'l'd good~ \\·ill all he restored to their 
proper relation tu each othP1._ \Ye farmers aro Uo\\· out of our trouble, 
in lo\\·a nt lt!ast, \\'e hav,! not had better tin1es iu t,,·euty years. Our 
people as a people are as prosperous as they have beeu in twenty 
years. 

OUR U!'iSTABLE CC"RRe~CY. 

'l'ht~re is oue other trouble I ought to n1ention iu this connection. 
An1ung tht• Yarious thiugs I h:tve d:>ne in the course of my life tu wake 
n11 ho11est li,·ing, 1 spent some t iu1P to waku a farn1 in the ti1nbered 
portions of Ohio. I re1ue1nl>e1· tha t ,vhilc there, iu d1·h·ing a \\'agun I 
h:ul the bad luck to bn•ak tht> touguc. 1\ 11d one of the inost ditlicult 
tasks I t'\'t•r atte1nptt•d iu 1ny life \\·as to gc•t that \\'agou hon1e without 
11 tongue. [IA1t1ght1ir). No,\' \\"C J>t' opll' of these Uuited ~tate~ ha,·e 
b<>P1t dri,·iug our h11~i11Pss "a!,!011 tlu•se last teu )'Pars ,Yithout a tongue. 
'!'hat. i-:, \\'l' have not hail a n1cdiu111 of l'il'l'llla.tion a111011g us that had 
a steady, lix1•<l, stable value. For ten years pa~t there has bc,•u 110 
ixty days. \\"hen the pric.·1• of gold. or rather the ,·ahtP. of 011r c111·1·ency 

as co111pared \\"ith gold, has not fluctuated seYeral per cent. Su men 
canuot "·ith any safety calculate for tho future. Let rue give you an • • 

illustration. Our surplus goes al>road. As I huYc sho,vn you, the 
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price of our surplus graiu in the foreign market, settles the price of 
all our grain. 1'be people uf N e,v York, buying to consume in N e,v 
York or Ne,, England, will uot pay 1uore forwheatpurchasedforthat 
purpose, tha.u for the ,vheat they pun:hase(l to seu<l to Li\·erpool. Well, 
"e ,vi 11 say, l \\'an 1, to !'.,end t,cn thuusaull uu~bcls of\\' heal, to Liverpool. 
Gold is no,v, let us suppose, $1.15. lf I kne,v that "·hen I got returns 
from my cargo, the goltl I got for it, in Liverpool ,voultl still be ,vorth 
$1.15 in our currency, I ,vouhl kuo,v precisely ,vhat I ,vas doing. But 
I kno,v that it may be five cents lo,ver, or five ceuts hlgber. 'l'here is 
a chance of gain, there is an equal risk of loss. That loss, if I am a 
prudent man, I 1uust discount in my purchase. Aud the dealer of 
,vhom I purchase must discount in the same ,vay, the risk he runs. 
N o,v take that risk out of the business, by making that paper money 
equivalent to coin, au<l you take a,vay one of the risks that grain deal
ers have to discount to-clay.and \\'hich you baYe to pay. Tbe accumulated 
losses fron1 this source fall fiually upon the mun ,Yho raises the grain; 
the defects of our depreciated and unstable currency reflects back, back. 
Lack, unt.il at last it is felt, and felt the most seriously by every farmer 
iu Dubuque county, ,vho raises a bushel of wheat. The continual 
change in the value of onr curreucy forms an element of uncertainty, 
"hich ,ve "vestern men have to pay for, and that heavily. For this 
reason I desire to have the day come as soon as it can come, without 
serious injury to the interests of our country, ,vben a paper dollar will 
be ,vorth a dollar in gold; and the ,vhole business of our country 
cleared of this element of uncertainty. Then the wagon having a 
tongue once more, ,vill be able to 111ake a straight path, instead of a 
crooked one. That is ruy view of the matter. Thal, is the -riew, so far 
as I understand it, of the Republict1.n party. They have placed on the 
statute book of the nation a pro1nise, that on the first day of January, 
1879, and thereafter, they ,vill pay in coin the promises to pay that cir
culate among you under the name of "greenbacks.'' I believe that a. 
state of Lhings cau be reached by that day that will enable this to be 
done without serious injury to the business of the country. I kno,Y 
that people 

CLAi\lOR FOR MORE l\IONJ!;Y. 

Why, we have to-clay more money than can be used! Go to o.ny 
money center of the nation, anu you will find lying idle, piled up in the 
banks, thousands and hunclre<ls of thousands of dollars, that can bt• 
had at a lo,v rate of iutorest, but the people \\'ill noL borro,v even at a 
lo,v interest. What is the trouble? Tho trouble is we do not kno,v 
,vhat is to be the future finlu1cial contlitiou of this country. Until "'c 
have settled the quest.ion, ,vbether our paper is to become equa.l iu 
value to coin, or whether the nation ,vill adopt the opposite policy 
aavocated by some, of putting a second mortgage upon our country tci 

bring "good Li rues" tor a few years, to be follo,ved. by a crash that wil, 
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make every man's head ache. Until this question is settled, capitalists 
will be timid, 1nen ,vill b~ afraid to invest their mouey in new business 
enterprises. My own idea on this subject I have so1netimes illustrated 
in this way. I know it is nol a classical illustration, but most of you 
will understand it. Let one of you go to a store and buy a gallon jug, 
wash it out nice and clean, then put into it a quart of whiskey. Now, 
that is adequate to furnish a certain amount of-of- of- comfort to those 
who drink it. [Laughter]. N O\V pour in a quart of water. The liquor 
in the jug is not so strong as it was b·efore. It is what an 'Englishman 
would call" 'af-an'-'af." Put in another quart, it is weaker yet. So 
go on till you have filled a barrel. There is a great deal more bulk than 
there was at the beginning, but no more '·drunk." In fact not so much, 
for a man cannot drink enough to make him drunk. 

The world has tried the experiment over and over again; in every 
age and country, men have been found who have thought and taught, 
that by increasing the quantity of the circulating medium, without 
adding to its value, times could be made easier and better; but the 
experiment has always failed, and always will fail . We sometimes say 
that a greenback is as good as the gold. In one sense it is, and in 
another sense the assertion is untrue. You may apply the proper chem
icals and wipe out every vestige of what is printed on the ''greenback," 
until it becomes white paper of no more value than any other bit of 
paper. But take a gold piece five dollars in value, and hammer it till 
it retains not a vestige of its original appearance, and it is worth five 
dollars still. Take it to the crucible of the chemist and melt it, and 
still it is worth five dollars. Paper money has no intrinsic value what
ever. Print enough paper money and it would become like the money 
of the Southern Confederacy; when the war began a man went to mar
ket with this money in his pocket, and he carried home his purchase in 
his basket; before the war closed he carried his money to market in 
his ba-;ket, and carried home his purchase in his pocket. 

But, gentlemen, I am tired, and I am sure you must be. I have 
been engaged in lhis canvass this is the fourth week, talking almost 
every evening. So far as I am personally concerned, I have only this 
to say further: You must judge for yourselves whether you want my 
serYices for Governor. If not, I shall be content, at least as contented 
as a man could reasonably be expected to be under the circumstances. 
[Laughter]. If you should conclude that you do want me, I shall be 
equally contented [Laughter], perhaps more so. [Renewed Laughter]. 
And if elected I ,vill perform the duties of the office as well and faith
fully as I can. [Loud and universal applause]. 

Of this speech and the occasion on ,vhich it was delivered, 
- the editor of the .Dubuque Times, writes: 

"Gov. Kirkwood had a splendid audience last night, one just to his 
own powers, and just to the people of Dubuque. 1'he Atheneum was 

-
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filled as we have never seen it filled on a similar occasion, and by an 
audience composed of the most intelligent voters of both parties, who 
evidently enjoyed the clear, candid, statesman-like appeal to their judg
ments aud their consciences, for the entire audience remained till the 
close. The Governor was in fine condition, notwithstanding the 
exhausting labors of a four weeks· campaign, and spoke with all bis 
old-time fo ·ce, readiness and clearness. Few men have ever had such a 
faculty as Gov. Kirkwood, to make clear to the commonest under
standing the propositions he sought to elucidate and fe,v men have 
e,er been able as well as he to enforce a connction of his thorough 
honesty in dealing with his hearers. There is never even the faintest 
tinge of sophistry in his argument, no shado,v of demagoguery in his 
appeals. He treats bis audience as if he respected them, and invariably 
gains their confidence. He is the true teacher, because he always 
instructs, and he al ,vays elevates. His language is always the clearest. 
purest, most forcible English, and his words flow with the facility of 
his thought. The practical cast of his mind makes easy to him the 
discussion of those matters of a material nature, upon " 'hich the people 
are delighted to be informed, and hence he is thoroughly at home in a 
canvass like this. He is indeed the true statesman; the man of affairs 
who is as wise in action as he is sound in theory. With a moral 
nature in keeping with his intellect, he is just such a man as the people 
ought to place at the helm of affairs. This we are sure was the univer
sal estimate of him by the audience last night. Democrats were as 
enthusiastic as the Republicans in expression of approval of the man
ner of the man, and of his speech, ho,vever they differed from the 
matter of the latter." 

During the canvass he had occasion to remain over night 
at West Liberty, where a temperance convention was in 
session during the evening, and he ,vent in as a listener to 
their deliherations, ,vhen he was called upon for his opinions 
on the topics under discussion, and as they differed from 
those of the man who ha<l called him up, that gentleman 
intimated rather tartly, that if those were his opinions he 
need not expect many votes from those in attendance. v\"hen 
the Governor replied that he had not come there to beg for 
their ''cold victuals," their ''old clothes," or their "votes." 

The following is a portion of a letter written and pub
lished during the gubernatorial canvass: 

CLARINDA, Sept. 4, 1875. 
"During the memorable seige of Vicksburg Gov. Kirkwood paid 

the Io,va boys a personal visit and visited every Io"'a regiment in that 
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Yicinity. He also Yisited their se,eral hospitals; his feelings ,vere 
greatly moYed ,vith co111passion to,vard the many sick, ,Younded and 
dying. Although eyery medical an<l sa11itary measure ,Yas adopted 
for their comfort, yet they lacked one thing, which the Governor ,vas 
not slo,v in procuring, and that was (as he said) he did not find a chap
lain to 1uinister ,vords of kindness and consolaJ:ion to their sick and 
dying men, or point them to the •Lamb of God that taketh a,vay the sin 
of the world.' Hence he came to see Col. Stone (chaplains ,vereas yet 
few) and what had the Governor to say do you ask? * * * Col. 
Stone sent for me, and entering his tent he handed me a chair and 
taking one himself began: •Well, l\Ir. Hollems, the Go,ernor of Io,va 
,vas to see me a fe,v clays ago and in course of conversation remarked 
that be had beeu through many of the hospitals and that he had seen 
hundreds of sick and ,vonnded soldiers and not a few of them in a 
dying condition, and ·to my astonishment,' be remarked, •I did not 
find a chaplain in these hospitals to speak one kind " 'Ord to these 
dying men and to give them such encouragen1ent as they needed; and 
colonel, this will never do, never! I ,vant you to have a chaplain and 
to make it his imperative duty to visit these hospitals, minister to the 
spiritual " 'ants of the sick and wounded and dying, and I will com
mission anyone whom you 1nay appoint.' The colonel continued, 'So 
far as I am concerned I care but little about a chaplain, yet it is strictly 
true as the Governor represented, and if there is a place ,vhere a chap
lain can do more good than another it is among the sick, ,vounded and 
dying, and I have concluded to appoint you chaplain of my regiment 
if you ,vill accept the position., 

•·You may be sure there was just then somebody taken by surprise, 
for I had not any idea of promotion and especially of one so high. 
•Well, colonel,' said I , •so far as I am personally concerned I would 
rather r emain a private. Besides, I have sometimes acted foolishly in 
cracking jokes ,vith the boys and these things ,vill stare me in the face.' 

"The colonel replied that he had not heard of any improprieties 
and thought it was imaginary on my part. True, I had preached 
occasionally in camp by reqnest, but being a private I did not feel that 
degree of responsibility that a person would feel occupying a more 
responsible position, and consequently not as watchful at all times as I 
should have been; but said I, •Colonel, I have a large family, am poor 
and for the sake of those ,vho are very near and clear to me, I accept 
the appointment.' The colonel issuecl his order and it was read to the 
regiment while on dress pat ade behind the rifle pits at Vicksburg, on 
the 8th <lay of June, 1862, at v.'bich time and place I handed over my 
rifle to Lieut. Stenle and started for the hospitals. I thank God for 
His benign providence over me. I also thank Gov. Kirkwood for the 
appointment, for had he not gone among those hospitals I should never 
have been chaplain. 
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·•I thank CoL Stone for the selection, for he stated to me that he had 
had a dozen applications from the 'kid-gloved gentry' of Iowa. as he 
expressed it for the chaplaincy of the regiment; but said he, ·You have 
taken your musket and come out like a 1nan, and i,f anybody deserves 
the position you do." 

• A. HOLLEMS, 
Chaplain 25th Regt. Iowa Vols . 

• 
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His Third Election as Gove1·no1·-Inaugural .Adclress-Growth of lite 
Nation-OJ" the State-Grants a Prisoner a Conditional Pardon--
Oonclitions T''iolated-Prisoner Re-irnprisoned-His Case Before t!te 
Courts-Governor Sustained by the Supreme Oourt-Ohosen U. S. 
Senator-Reception by His Neighbors-His Great Speech in the Sen
ate-Comments Upon it by Senators and Others. 

The canvass of votes by the Legislature disclosed the fact 
that he had been elected by more than 30,000 majority over 
all; his competitor on the Democratic ticket having been Mr. 
Shepherd Leffler, one of the ablest and most popular men in 
his party, who had been a member of the Territorial Legis
lature of the first Constitutional Convention and also a mem
ber of Congress. 

On the 13th day of January the inauguration took place, 
1vhen the Governor delivered the following: 

INAUGURAL ADDRESS. 

Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives and Fellow 
Citizens: 

Nearly one hundred years have passed since the Declaration of 
A111erican Independence, and soon our people ,vill be busy with prep
aration for a proper celebration of the hundl'eth anniversary of the. 
nation 's birth. The period of our national existence has been one of 
Yast advancen)ent in science, in the arts, in invention, and in appliances 
for human comfort and convenience. It has been remarkable for 
improve1nents in the speed and convenieuce of locomotion, and in the 
celerity of communication; for a development of the ,vonderful powers 
of steam, so little kno,vn a century ago that the countless uses of that 
motor to-day make it practically a new agent brought into subjection 
to man; for the discovery that the mightiest and subtlest force kno,vn 
to exist in the physical universe can be made, as in the electric tele
graph, to do man's bidding. The sun, too, has been made his servant, 
and its rays are grasped and trained to preserve for him the semblance 
of his loved ones. Improvements in machinery have characterized the 
century, which have at once lessened the severity of labor, increased 
its returns, and multiplied the comforts of the great mass of people in 
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all civilized nations. Educat1ou ha:! bren more generally diffused tharl 
e,·er before; an<.1 the priotiug press, the great educator, has made 
1nore rapid strides than in all the preYious centuries of its history, and 
to-day there are pu blishiug houses. any one of '\\'hich could, in a given 
ti1ne, almost dul'licate all the work of all the pt essPs ot the "'orld. in 
the same period of time, one hunched years ago. In short, the century 
uow closing may be safely said to have witnessed a larger advance in 
human knowledge, greater impro,emeut in man's condition socially, 
an<.l mightier progress in every departn1eut of human activity and 
iuqniry, reaching all classes of society, and affeC'ting all the nations of 
the earth, than any similar period in the "'orl<l's history. Among the 
many causes that have teude<l to bring about this great advancement, 
one of the most po"erful, iu 1ny judgment, has been the existence of 
t.his republic, i1nd tbe gro"th and prosperity oi this people. To a 
revic,v of this growth and prosp<'rity, and the development and pro
gress of the nation and our o,vn State, I ha,·e thought it not inappro
priate, in this the centennial year of the republic's life, to devote a 
portion of the formal address required by custom on this occasion. 

Nearly a century ago, our forefathers laid the foundations of our 
national political edifice; and they laid them broad and deep. Yet, 
,vhen, after a hard and ,veary ~truggle they ha<l achieved the inde
pen<lence for which they had risked so much and fought so well, 
this handful of people- some three millions in all, sc.,ttered in a nar
row belt along the Atlantic coast--f ound that the bond of union that 
had held them together during the conflict with the mother country 
,vas exceedingly weak "'hen the common danger had passed; ,vhile 
local jealousies and conllict.ing interests menaced total disruption. 
They were poor, and burd<'ncd "ith the debts "'hich the ~ta.tea, both 
separately and unitedly, had incurre<l during the " 'ar for independence. 
Although admitted to the fa.rnily of nations, they"•ere tolerated rather 
than ,vel<'omed; and their expressed devotion to the principles of civil 
liberty was regarded by the a<lYocates of monarchy as evidence of 
either sickly sentimentality or political heresy. Tho !tatesruen of the 
old ,vorld, traineu in the school of 1nonarchy, admitted, although with 
hesitation and reluctance, that a republican form of government might 
be maintained in, and suffice for, a. poor ancl sparsely inhabited country 
like S,vitzerlaud, but they utterly denied t,hat it could be maintaineJ 
in, or "-'Oniel suffice for, a great and powerful nation. The territory of 
\Yhich our forefathers ,vero the ackuo,vlc<lged o,vncrs, and upon which 
this e\.periment ,vus to be tried, reached on the north, as now, to 
Canada, on the ,vest the l\lississippi river defined its limit, and on the 
south the thirty-first parallel of latitude cut it off entirely from the 
Gulf of Mexico, and left t.he mouth of the Mississippi ,vholly in the 
hands of another power. Thus supplied ,vith nothing but territory 
and prospects-the former perhaps abundant, but the latter, in the 
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opinion of the world's wise men, discouraging enough, and not at. all 
dazzling even to the most sanguine of its founders --our r epublic com
menced its career . 

'.fo-day that territory has expanded south,vard un til we hold the 
northern line of the Gulf coast to the Rio Grande, and westward until 
it includes the Pacific coast fro1n near the thirty-second parallel to 
Cape Flattery. not counting our recently acquired possession of Alaska. 
'fho Mississippi. formerly our "'estern boundary, is no,v east of tho 
center of our domain. Our thirteen Sta.tes have increased to thirty
seven, with territory enough left for nine or teu more, each a s larg<' as 
some of the more po,Yerful European kingdoms; and our three millions 
of people, a large porportion of ,vhom ,vereslaves, ha,·e gro,vn to forty 
millions-all, thank God! freemen. We have had the fortune com
mon to all nations-harmony and l.!Ontention, prosperity and adversity, 
peace and ,var; yet I think it true that no other nation, during the 
last hundred years, has prospered as has ours, and in no other land 
ha~e the people as a \.Yhole enjoyed nearly so great a degree at once of 
liberty, of order, of safety, and of comfort; ~-hile our system of goY
ernment, supposed to be lacking in unity and force, has been found to 
be able not only to endure the strain of foreign war , but to suppress 
utterly and unconditionally a rebellion the most. extensive. the most 
po,verful, and in all respects the most for1nidable the world bas 
known. 

I ha,·e said, and I repeat it, that in n1y judgment our existence and 
prosperity, as a government and people, have had mnch, more perhaps 
than any ot.her one cause, to do ,vith the improved condition of the 
1nasses of the people in all ciYilized nations. The monarchists of the 
old world, while, as before r emarked, doubting, or affecting to doubt, 
man 's capacity for self-goyernment, except in isolated cases, yet 
looked with suspicion and distrust upon the attempt to establish here 
,vhat has since been so happily called by one of the purest and ,visest. 
111en the ,vorld has produced, "a goYernment of the people, by the 
people, aud for the people;" and they fearerl . not unreasouably, that, 
if such attempt should perchance be successful, the e:xample would 
c:anse disquiet a1nongst their O\\ u people, who had no share in achnin
istcring the go, ernments under" hich they Jiycd. This anticipation 
has been reali:tecl. Our e:xawple has had its influence for good upon 
the people of other lands. Seeing that here liberty is compatible ,Yith 
or1ler, that here men may govern themselves, that here bayonets are 
not necessary to the stability of the g0Yern1nent, although when 
dauger menaces, 1nillions of braye and " ·illing hearts are found to 
rally to its defense, our oppressed brethren of the old ,vorld have , 
.:itriven, and are striving. to relieYe themselves of the burdens they 
ha ,·e so long borne. and to assert the inherent and inalienable rights of 
man. The truth of t.he doctrine, that " all governments derive their 
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just po,vers fro1n the consent of the governed," is steadily taking 
stronger hold on the minds of the common people of Europe, and is 
slowly but surely removing their burdens, enlarging their liberties, and 
increasing the scope of their co111forts. This considerat.ion ~hould 
add to the zeal and earnestness with which we guard, protect, and 
cherish the system of government to ,vhicb, under God,· ,ve o,ve the 
blessings we enjoy. 

Our o,vn State has a history of remarkable growth and development. 
When our national goYernment "\Vas for1ncd Iowa was a part of the 
immense domain hekl in America by Spain-a possession which, for 
extent of territory, Yariety of climate, fertility of soil, and measureless 
though then unsuspected ,veal th of mineral resources, Vi'as undoubtedly 
the most n1agnificent, any nation has ever held. What is now Io,va ,vas 
then as little known to the people of the thirteen colonies as Alaska is 
to-day to us. It ,vas tra.nsferred with other territory by Spain to 
France, and by France to the United States in 1803. It formed at one 
Lime part of the Louisiana territory, then of the Missouri territory, 
then ,vas attached to the territory of l\tlichigan, more recently was a 
part o~ the territory of Wisconsin, was (,vith most of the present Sta e 
of Minnesota and of the territory of Dakota) constituted the territory 
of Iowa in 1838, and was admitted as a state in 1846. In 1838 our 
population was 22,859; in 1846 it ,vas 97,538; and in 1875 it was 
1,850,544. By the census of 1850, we "'ere entitled to two represen
tatives in Congress; by that of 1870, we have nine. The debt of our 
State is but nominal in amount. We have proYicled suitable homes for 
our afflicted unfortunates-the insane, the deaf and dumb, the l>lind
and are properly caring for them. We are paying a. small part of our 
debt of gratitude by supporiing and educating the children of our 
dead soldiers who need such caro. We have established a hon1e and 
school for the reformation of juvenile offenders, hoping thereby to "'in 
them back to the pleasant path of virtue; as well as institutions for the 
punishment and reclamation of older wrong-doers. We support 
schools open to all for the educat-ion of all, with colleges and a univer· 
sity for those seeking the higher branches of learning; seeking in these 
and other ,vays to sho,v our gratitude to God for his goodne:-;s to us by 
caring for bis children and our brethren. 

I cannot permit this occasion to pass without a brief reference to 
the part taken by Iowa in our civil ,var. She was ever true as steel to 
the good cause. Although yet in her nonage, having existed as a State 
1,,ss than fifteen years "'lvhen the "'lrat· commenced. she did her duty 
faithfully and thoroughly. We, occup;ying this wilderness of thirty 
years before, sent to the field forty-five regiments and t,vo hattaliong 
of infantry, nine regiments of cavalry, and four batteries of artillery; 
besides companies, detachments, and iudividua,ls in the regitnents of 
other States a.nd in the regul~r l\rm;v. We gave in all to the service 

• 
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0'\"er 75,000 men; and I but give utterance to ,vhat you all know when 
I say that among the hosts of braYe and good men ,vho rallied to the 
defense of the flag, none were found braver or better than the men of 
Iowa. There is not,I think, a single one of the States which so insanely 
sought our ru in and their o,vn, in whose soil Iowa has not deposited, 
as the best of evidence of her devotion to the Union, the ashes of some 
of her heroic dead. ~lay they rest in peace, and may their example 
lead us and those who ,vill come after us to guard with de, otion and 
reverence that for " 'hich they so patiently suffered and so nobly died. 

Iowa has had a large measure of gro,vth and prosperity i yet she has 
but fairly entered upon her career, and our eyes have been permitted 
to behold only the beginnings, dazzling though they are, of her glory. 
We have hitherto been mainly an agricultural people, and doubtless 
will ever remain so; but capital is accumulating amongst us. This 
must shortly seek investment in manufactures, and as these a.re estab
lished and prosper, our population and ,vealth will increase still more 
rapidly. 

Yet, as I have said, agriculture " ' ill, for many years to come, and 
• 

I think for all time, be the leading pursuit of our people and our 
greatest source of wealth. We have in our State substantially no waste 
or untillable land. Our soil is fertile and easy of cultivation beyond 
even the conception of those ,vho have not seen and tried it; and, what 
seems incredible to the people of Eastern States, our uplands are as 
fertile and easy of cultivation as the bottom lauds of our streams. 
Our ,vinters are at times seyere, but our climate is eminently health
ful. The wealth of a State is at last measured by its population, and I 
feel entirely safe in saying that no State in our Union of equal area can 
support from its own r esources a population as large as can dra\\' a 
bountiful living from our soil. 

Senators and Representatives:-To you, for the time being, has been 
committed the grateful task of guarding and fostering the well-being 
of our State so far as the same may be affected by the la,v making 
power. Yours is a post of great honor and great responsibility. I\1y 
predecessor has laid before you, in detail, such information as his posi
tion has enabled him to acquire and such reco,nmendations as his 
judgment and experience have suggested to him. They will doubt
less receive your careful consideration. Coming as I clo, like your
selves, fre~h from private life, and having no means of procuring 
information not open to all of yon as to the condition and wants of the 
state, it cannot reasonably be expected that I shall bring to your notice 
questions other than those of the most gen<>ral interest, or that I shall 
discuss them except in the 1nost general ,vay. 

The subject of general education has been, and must continue to be 
one of great interest. The intelligence of our people measures, to a 
la,1·ie ~xtent, tl:\e ,visdom of the la,ys un4~l' which we Fve, and 111s0 of 
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the a.dmi:aistration of those laws. It likewise, to a great degree, 
measures the rapidity of our growth in wealth, for the reason that all 
pursuits which yield wealth are productive in proportion to the degree 
of intelligence with which they are managed. Aside from thes<' 
obvious and powerful r easons for proliding the means of education 
for all the youth of the State, there is another reason, less obvious 
perhaps, but certainly important. Our population comes from all 
parts of our own country and from almost all the nations of Europe, 
and all are alike ,velcome. Many of those of foreign birth come to us 
in mature years, with their manners and customs, their habits and 
sentiments, formed and fixed by the surroundings of their childhood 
and youth. IL cannot be expected that they will, to any great degree, 
change their own for our manners and customs, our habits and senti
ments; but it may be expected, and it ii certainly desirable, that their 
children and our children shall so far as possibJe be combined into 
one mass with manners, customs, habits, and sentiments, partaking 
perhaps to some extent of the characteristics of the different nation
alities, but alike, and in the main American. The common school, 
bringing together the children of the native-born and foreign-born in 
the same school-roo1n, engaging them together in the same studies, 
mingling the1u together in the same sports and pastimes, will be a 
potent means to bring about the desired result, and to make of all 
our nationalities one people. 

Fears have of late been freely expressed in certain States, and to 
some extent in our o,vn, that it is a settled purpose with some to divert 
the school-fund from its legitimate object, and use jt, at least partially, 
for the maintenance of private and sectarian schools, and thus eventually 
to destroy the school system. I hope this is a groundless fear, or, that 
if such purpose has been entertained, it will be abandoned. Presist
ence in it will certainly place those engaged in it in direct hostility to 
tbe settled and cherished policy of the State, and it is worthy their 
grave consideration ,vhether they shall assume that attitude. It 
belongs to you to inquire whether any ground exists for the fears I 
have indicated as subsisting; and if so, to do ,vhat may be needed to 
guard against any probable or po.,,sible danger. 

I t is found to be a part of the criminal law of the State that a person 
convicted of crime, after a fair and impartial trial in the proper court, 
may have his conYiction set aside because of some informality or 
irregularity in the forn1atio11 of the gr.incl jury by ,Yhich the ind1ct
meu t against him " "as presented. I consider this a serious defect in 
our criminal la,v, and recommend that the statute be so changed that 
upon the impaneling of grand juries the proper officers shall certify of 
record to the regularity of all the proceedings, and that such certifi
cate shall be conclusive. 

I also reco1nmend to your careful consideration the question whether 



THE LIFE AND TIMES OF SA)IUEL J. KIRK\VOOD. 337 

it ~·ould not he ,vise to repeal the provisions of the criminal law ,vhich 
require that the evidence given before the grand jury, on which an 
indictment has been found, ,vith the names of the witnesses giving it, 
and also the names of any other ,vitnesses the attorney for the State 
may intend to produce on the trial, with the substance of the evidence 
expected from each, shall be furnished to the party accused before 
trial. I do not think such provisions necessary for the protection of 
an innocent person accused of crime, and I am confident they are 
often the means by which guilty parties escape conYiction and punish
ment. 

The question of cheap transportation is one of great importance to 
our people. Our surplus products are generally bulky and heavy in 
proportion to their value, and the cost of transportation makes a large 
percentage of the price ,ve receive for them. Before the adYent of 
railroads all the internal transportation ancl travel of the country ,vas 
done on com1non high,vays, turnpikes. navigable rivers and canals. 
All these were open to all. Any person could place on the land-lines 
his "agoo, or on the ,vat er-lines his boat, and engage in the business 
of carrying persons and property. Since the building of railroads all 
thi:; is changed. .NO'\\' a large part of the internal transportation, and 
sub~tantially all the tra"el, of the country are done l>y rail, and 
undoubtedly better done and more speedily than by tile old method. 
But ,vith the new systetn another importaut change has been brought 
about. Combination has taken the place of competition. No one is 
allo,ved to engage in carrying persons and property over the railroads 
except those ,vho O"'n or lease the lines; "hile those who o,vn or lease 
,vhat should be, and ~•hat ,vere intended to be competing lines, by 
combining among themselves, destroy competition. The result is, that 
unless the people cau in son1e ,vay preYent it, the con1panies controll
ing the main through lines of railroa<l have it in their po,Yer to fix the 
prit"e of carrying persons and property at just st1<:h sum as, in their 
o,vn judgment of ,vhat is to their own interel>t, seems to them proper. 
1'o-day, four gentlen1en in Chicago, representiug the four through 
lines of railroad from that city to the l\lissouri rive1-, can, at their o,,n 
will ancl pleasure, add to or take from the value of eYery bushel of 
grain and of every head of live stock in the State of Io"'a. The same 
condition of affair s obtains in Chicago ,vith the four main lines leading 
to Baltimore, Philadelphia and New York. 

This state of things, the kno,vledge tha~ this po,ver was claimed 
an<l exercised by the railroad companies, has for a few years past 
challenged the close attention of the country; and lPgislation has been 
in,·oked to protect the people from the abuses and extortions prac
ticed by these corporations. At the last session of the General Assembly 
of this State, a la,v ,vas passed intended to lhuit and control, to some 
extent, the pri-vileges and powers of railroad companies. 
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The purpose of this la,v is to lix rates, beyond which they shall not 
charge for carrying passengers and freight; but, as I un<lerslancl, the 
law was only designed to operate ,vilhin the limits of our own State, 
because it has been supposed the State has not the power to limit or 
control the charges for carrying outside the Stat-e limits. 

The States of Illinois, ,\'isconsin and Minnesota hav-e passed simi
lar laws. In this State some of the railroad con1panies have promptly 
complied with the require1nents of the law. Others have resisted it 
and carried the matter into the United Stales courts, claiming that the 
State has not the po"'er to limit, even within its own boundary. their 
charges as carriers, and similar suits have been brought in the other 
States named. 

These suits have been in all cases, I believe, decided in favor of the 
validity of the State law-certainly so in this State-and are now pend
ing for final decision and soon to be decided in the Supreme Court of 
the United States. 

The la\v of this State must of necessity have been to a great extent 
experimental. The subject ,yns a ne\v one; it inT"olved many difficult 
questions and much of detail. I recommend to you a careful examina
tion of the law in the light of the exp~ricnce of its effects since its 
adoption. If you shall find that in any of its provisions it ,vorks 
unjustly and unfairly to the railroad companies, or that it fails to 
a.fford to the people that degree of protection to which they are fairly 
and justly entitled, such defects shoul<l be remedied. I do not recom
mend the repeal of tbe law. On the contrary, I ac.lYocate its retention 
on our statute books ,vith such amendments as j our wisdom may sug
gest as calculated to do justice, both to the people and to the railroad 
companies. I also recomn1cnd to you a rareful exantination of the 
question whether you cannot by la"' preyent tbe corub1nation among 
,vhat should be competing lines, to ,vhich I haYe already alluded. 

I also recommend the appointment of a Board of Railroad Commis
sioners, ,vhose duty, an1ong other things, it shall be to collect and lay 
before the General Assembly at each regular session such information 
in regard to the railroads of the St1ite as will enable future General 
Assemblies to act ,vith reference to them with a knowledge of many 
particulars that. cannot be othcr,vise obtained. I think it important 
tha.t t.he qnestit•n of the po,ver of tbe States to limit the charges of rail
road companies within their respective boundaries, and the po"·er of 
Congress to limit such cbarges on inter-State trade, shall be settled hy 
the Supre1no Court of the United States, so that, in case this po,rer 
shall be held to resi<le in the State and National authorities respec
tivc ly, we may go on an<l perfect such legislation as n1ay be found 
necessary and proper for ourselves, and the Federal C'ongrt'ss be urged 
to exer<•ise i ts authority in the prc\'ention of abuses in the great carry· 
ing trade of the country. 
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Various modes ha,e been suggested by ,vhich the public interest 
can be protecttid in this regard, if it shall be found we cannot do so by 
statutory enactment. Among these, the opening up, by the General 
G·overnment, of lines of ,vater communication through the country, 
and the building of one or more trunk lines of freight railroads, the 
use of "hich shall be open to all, have been advocated. Either of these 
plans woulcl involve the expenditure of more money than our govern
n1ent is no,v ,vell prepared to spend. But, if in no other way the end 
can be gained, this difficulty " •ill be overcome. 

Let us examine this question in all it,s parts, calmly and carefully, 
,vithout passion and " 'ilhout prejudice. Our people a.re not hostile to 
railroads or railroa,d companies. On the contrary, ,ve appreciate fully 
and concede freely the great benelits our State has gained from these 
works, and ,ve have al,vays contributed freely of our means to their 
prosecution. ,, ... e kno,v, too, that our future p rosperity depends largely 
upon their maintenance and i--uccess. But, to the clain1 of their man
agers that they, like other business men, must be allo,ved to manage 
their business affairs in their own way, "'ithout interference or dicta
tion by the State, we ans,ver: First, that their business so directly and 
-vitally affects the interest of every citizen, that it is the duty of the 
State to see to it that the privileges granted to them for the public 
good, and the power they clain1 to have. are not abu:sed lo tbe public 
injury; and, second, that they do not ma.nage their business affairs in 
the same ,vay as other business meu do. I think I am safe in saying 
that if the managers of these roads ,vill, in fact and in good failh, 
abandon the system of cou1bination, if the con1panies " 'il l depend for 
snc<'ess, as other business enterprises do, upon the skill an<l courtesy 
of their agents, upon the facilities they offer for the transaction of their 
business, and upon the cheapness with which they can <lo it, they ,vill 
find acti\·e and earnest friendship instead of jealousy and hostility, and 
that in their case, as in all others, the right ,vay to do anything is the 
best ,vay to do it 

,vhen, t,velve years ago, I retired from the office the duties of 
,vhich I am again about to assume, our country was convulsed by civil 
"'ar, brought on by the most causeless rebellion t.he ,vorld has ever 
kno,vn. 'fhat struggle has happily ended, and the difficult and deli
cate task of restoring to their proper places the States and the people 
\\'ho sought the overthrow of onr governn1ent has been accomplishecl. 
'rhe bitterness and angry feeling caused by that conflict have in a great 
1neasure subsided, and it is the part of ,vi~dom not to revive them. B11t 
,ve must not forp:et that, in that terrible contest there was a right siclc 
an,\ a ,vrong sit.le; that either ,ve ,vho fought for the preserYatiou of 
the Union ,vere right and they ,vho foughL for its destruction ,verc 
"'rong; or that they Wf're right and ,ye ,vere wrong; and we should see 
to it that when we ha ,·e passell a,vay those who will follo,v us in the 
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care and control of the government, which at so great cost we have 
saved and bequeathed to them, shall have from u~ at least correct 
teaching on that point. We should so shape our course and conduct 
as to sho,v them unmistakably that ,ve kne,v <~nd recognized the dis• 
tinction between loyalty and treason, that "'e loved the- one and hated 
the other, that one brought honor, the other disgrace. We should 
make sure

1 
so far as ,ve can make sure, that their reverence and loYC 

shall be given to Lincoln and Grant and Sherman and Thomas and 
Sheridan, and not to Davis a.nd Lee and Johnson and Beauregard an I 
Forrest. To do this "'e must sho,v them that our love and honor are 
given to the men ,vho, in council and in action, labored for the preser
Yation of the Union, and not for those ,vho plotted and fought for its 
destruction. I have son1e times feared that in our extreme desire for 
peace and conciliation ,ve have failed to keep this consideration prop

erly in vie,v. 
'fhe political situation at the seat of our National Government is at 

this tinie interesting and peculiar. The political party which admin
istered the government during the rebellion and succeeded in sup
pressing that rebellion still control one branch of the National Legis· 
lature. The other

1 
the popular branch, the House of Representatives, 

is controlled by a party of ,vhich 1uen who \Vere actual and actiYe 
rebels compose a powerful minority, if not a controlling majority. 

The centennial year of our national existence "'ill be made remark
ably by a determined struggle for the control of our government in all 
its political branches by a party composed of those ,vho a few years 
since used every effort to destroy it and of those "'ho during the 
struggle for its preservation opposed all effort to preserve it. This 
condition of things furnishes food for grave reflection. 

The financial condition of the country is not so favorable as we 
could desire, but perhaps as much as ,ve can reasonably expect. We 
borrowed during the civil "'ar, and in consequence of it, nearly or 
quite three thousand millions of dollars, and spent the money, as all 
nations must in war times, lavishly. A million or more of men in both 
arluies \Vere ,vithdra,vu from productive pursuits and were engaged in 
consuming and destroying the products of the la,bor of those not in 
the field. The government bought our products \vitb bonds anJ paper 
money at high prices, and \\'O had during tho ,var, and for a short time 
after its closr-,, ,vhat many of us callecl gooJ times, but our then good 
times were good only in the souse that an individual ,votdd have good 
times who should mortgage his property heavily and spend the money 
in extravag:tnt living. 'l'he 1noney raised by us on our natioual 
1nortgage ,vas spent rapidly and lavishly. We received for it, it is true, 
that bo0n of pricel~ss value, a restored Union; bnt did not secure any
thing of marketable 1noney valne. In the lattersensetbemoneyspeut 
,va.s lost, 'rhe so-called good times ca.used extravagance in expenditure 

• 



.. 
THE LIFE A'N'D TI,r.'F.s OF SA'.\IGEL J. KIRKWOOD. 3-11 

hy the uational government, by the State :tud 1nnnicipal governments 
un<l by ourselves individually. \Vben at last the ti1ne came that the 
,uoney was spent, that our soldiers returned to their homes and becarue 
pro<lucers iustead of consumers, th~t the goycrument was no longer 
tho purchaser of our surplus products aud ,ve "'ere obliged to com-
111euce the process of paying iostca<l of continuing the more easy one 
of spending-the times began to grow hard. The first interest to feel 
the pressure was that of agriculture, the leading one of our State. 
(>ur surplus products, increased by the labor of our returned soldiers, 
au<l no longer neede<l for the support of our armies, had to seek a 
1uarket abroad, and their value there was measured by the standard 
of the world's currency-coin. 

'fhe consequence "'as a great and rapid decline in the prices of all 
,,·e had to sell. 1.'he prices of a11 ,ve had to buy did not decrease in 
proportion. The manufacturers aud others undertook the hopeless 
task of keeping the prices of their products and their labor above a 
proper relation to the prices of our products, and for a time sue• 
ceeded. The result to us ~vas at first disastrous; but the evil worked 
out its own cure. Our ability to hny was limited by the amount we 
receiYed for our surplus products, and by the prices we had to pay 
for the goods "'e "'ished to purchase. We necessarily bought less, 
nud the manufacturers found tbe1nselves compelled to carry large 
stocks of unsold goods. Slowly but surely the la,vs of trade asserted 
their po,ver. 'The prices of ,vhat we ,vished to buy, in most cases, 
fell to a proper proportion to the prices of what ,ve had to sell, iu 
so1ne cases belo,v that proportion, and the pressure upon us was 
lightened and transferred to those not engaged in agricultural pur• 
suits. As ,Ye ,vere the first to suffer so we haYe been the first, to get 
relief. We are doing reasonably well-our State is fairly prosperous; 
God has blessed our labors with fair returns; we buy at fair prices 
what we need, and get fair prices for what we sell. The process of 
adjusting the business of the country to the changed order of things 
is going on gradually and steadily, and if that process shall not be 
dish1rbed we may soon confidently expect renewed activity and 
prosperity throughout the land. Some of our people, remembering 
thb era of apparent prosperity caused by the war prices, are dis• 
posed to establish another snch era by placing a second mortgage ou 
the national farm in a ne,v au<l abundant issue of paper money. This 
woul<l, iu n1y ju<lg,nent, be a great misfortune. It n1ight, for a short 
tiu1e, produce a feYerish activity and a temporary advance in prices. 
hut this activity would be unhealthy and disastrous, and as surely as 
day and night follow each other, so surely the inevitable result must 
ensue, and ,ve ,vould soon be called upon to endure again the troubles 
from ,vhich we are no,v so happily emerging, It seems to me the 
course we should pursue is plain ancl clear. We owe a heavy national 
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debt. That debt \Vas incurred for a most " 'orthy object \Vhich bas 
been happily effected. As honest men we must pay it. To that encl 
,ve must practice industry, thrift and economy, for the reason that 
by these means, and these means only, can ,ve -p,rosper. We must in
sist upon strict and rigid economy iu administering the affairs of the 
national government, and of our state government, and we wu~t 
practice the same economy in our private affairs. This is the wa,y, a • 
sure way, and the only way to certain and permn.nent prosperity. 

Senators an'.l Representatives : - Much of your legislative work 
will, under the constituti.pn, begin to have force and effect with the 
republic's new century. Let us be inspired by this consideration to 
make our actions worthy of the illustrious following in which we find 
ourseh·es. The America and the Io,va of to-day tell ho,v well those 
,vbo have gone before us have done their part in the council, in the 
field, on the farm. in the mine, on the bench of the mechanic, and in 
the mart of trade. But to do as well as they have done, ,ve 1nust do 
better. With the benefit of their experience as well as that of all 
the ages before them, in the fr uition of their labors which they them· 
selves were not permitted to enjoy, in a day of superior intellectual 
light, we must do our work. While our opportunity is enlarged, our 
responsibility is vastly increased. Hovi ,ve use tba.t opportunity, and 
how we meet that r esponsibility, ,vill be best judged by those who 
will stand in our places in the years to come; and if ,ve may look so 
far forward as to the end of another ceutury of American history let 
us hope thal he ,vho will then stand in my stead in the palace now 
rising on the fair hill that overlooks the beautiful capital of Io,va, 
shall say of us that we honestly tried to do all our duty, and the 
people's acclaim shall be, "They did it ,vell ." 

SAl\IUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

On the 2nd day of December, 1872, R. D. Arthur was 
sent to the penitentiary ~or the term of ten years, from Fay
ette county, for the crime of ''larceny from a building in 
the night time." After serving three years of his term, the 
Governor ,vas repeatedly and persistently importuned by his 
mother and sisters to grant him a pardon. The Governor 
not kno,ving ,vhetber his brief incarceration had been of a 
sufficient reformatory character to make of him a good citi
zen, finally yielded to the oft reper..ted requests of the 
mother and sisters, but made the pardon a conditional one. 

The first condition was abstinence from the use of intox· 

icating liquors as a beverage. 
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Secon<l. -The use of all proper exertion for the support 
of his n1other an<l sister. 

Third.--That he should not he guilty of the violation of 
nny of the crin1inal la ,Ys of the ~tafe . • 

B j ' the terrus of the par<lon, the Governor ,vas also to 
be th~ sole judge of the violation of these con<litions. The 
}Jardon ,vas signed by Arthur, with the stipulation that he 

uccepte<l all the conditions, and becu1ne liable to be re-ar
rested and in1prisone<l for the full term, if nny one condi
tion "'ns violated. 

These> conditions were violated hy the 1>risoner becoming 
repcuteclly intoxicated, and hy various n1inor crin1inal acts on 
his part. 

Under this state of facts Arthur ,vas re-arrested upon a 
"-'arrant issued h)· the Governor, and ,vas reconuniltc•d to the 
penitcntiarJ'. 

After the recommit1nent .. A.rthur sued out a " ' rit of Habeas 
Corpus, by virtue of " 'hich he l\'as brought before the Dis
trict Court of Lee county to test the legality of the second 
• • 
imprisonment. 

T,vo points '"ere raised on demurrer to the writ: One 
that the Uovcrnor could not grant a conditional pardon. 
The other that the violations 0f the conditions could only be 
detern1ined by judicial investigation, and not by the Gov
ernor hi1nself. 

The District Court held that the points were well taken, 
an<l discharged the prisoner. 

An appeal fron1 this decision ,vas taken to the t;upreme 
Court, and on this appeal the decision of the court below · 
"'as reversed. 

Thus the Governor ,vas full}' sustained in his action L.r 
the Supren10 Court, and this cnse has becon1e a leading one, 
ancl has been relie<l upon hy all subsequent Governors in 
granting conditional pardons. 

At the session of the L<'gislature in 1876 a United States 
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Senator wa8 to be chosen. Among the Repuhlican aspirants 
for the place were James Harlan, Hiram Price, " ... ,v. Bel
knapp, G. ,v. McOrary an<l S. J. Kirl{wood, five ver)r able, 
honest men of ripe experience in public affairs, any one of 
" ' horn would honor the place. The contest for the po-,ition 
,vas the greatest between Mr. Harlan and Gov. Kirkwood, 
and Mr. Harlan had a stronger following than any one of 
the five except the Governor. While it was in progress a 
letter was received from Gov. Grimes, who favored Kirk
wood's election, which it ,vas supposed would advance the 
chances of Kirkwood and disparage those of Mr. Harlan. 
A conference of the friends of the Governor was called to 
determine whether it should be used for that purpose, and 
they unanimously said ''use it." Replying to them, Gov
ernor K. said: ''The letter shall not be used for that pur
pose. I have never pulled down a man in my own partj' 
for the purpose of building myself up, and I will not do it 
now. If I rise and succeed, I rise and win on my own 
merits." 

Before the meeting of the joint convention for the elec
tion Mr. Harlan,s name was withdrawn, when in the Repub
lican caucus Governor K. got a majority oi two over all his 
com pc ti tors. 

Within five days of his inauguration as a third term Gov-
, ernor, he was elected to serve his second term as United 
States Senator, but as he would not take his seat as a Sena
tor before a year from the follo\ving fourth of March, be 
served a little more than one-half of his third term as Gov-

. ernor before ho resigned that office. 
The election for Senator took place on Wednesday, and 

the Governor returned to his home in Iowa City on Satur
day, and in the meantime preparations had been n1ade by 
his neighbors, ,vithout respect to party, to give him a warm 
and generous reception. Lyon's band of twenty pieces vol
unteered their services for the occasion, and accompanied 

• 
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the reception committee to the depot, where t.hey awaited 
the arrival of the t~ain. When the train neared the depot 
one gun ,vas fired, and the band played ''Hail to the Chief," 
and amid the buzzas of the cro,vd the Governor alighted 
and was immediately conveye<l to a carriage an<l driven to 
the St. James Hotel. A senatorial salute of fifteen guns 
was fired while the party was in transit from the depot to the 
hotel. After supper the Governor was conducted by the 
reception committee to Ham's Hall, where an immense crowd 
awaited him, hundreds being unable to gain admittance. 
His entrance to the..Jiall was the signal for the wildest dem
onstration of applause, and after the noise and confusion ha<l 
subsided, Hon. L. B. Patterson, a life-long Democrat, who 
presided, advanced on the platform and with a few appro
priate remarks introducecl Prof. W. G. Hammond, of the 
Law School, who addressed Gov. Kirkwood as follows : 

''Honored Sir.-Our and your neighbors without distinction of 
party, have gathered together to ,velcome you, and have selected me 
as their spokesu1an to express in feeble language their love and esteem 
for you. It is our peculiar privilege to love and honor you as a friend 
and neighbor. [Applause.] Your past record is a record of noble 
opportunities, nobly improved. The fact that, after ten years of 
absence from political life, they have called you to the highest office 
the State can confer, is a distinction of which I find no parallel in our 
annals. [Applause.) We have seen five competitors, of whom it is 
safe to say, no one would have dishonored the office. We have seen 
months of struggle ended by a fe,v days of partisan activity; we have 
seen the representatives of the people meet without having given 
pledges to fill this high Senatorial office; and finally among the men 
able, and pure and worthy, we have seen the able8t, aud purest and 
worthiest elected. (Applause.] It is a grand thing to be the repre
sentative of the State, washed by the rivers which are the two greatest 
arteries of the Republic, and within whose borders are one and a half 
million of freemen, a State which is destined to be the keystone of 
the arch which sustains the liberties of the nation. We rejoice that 
there will be in the Senate ONE heart that will not quail, and ONE 
voice that will ever be raised for the right. 

"However long the time may be before the people permit you to 
retire from public life, may there be for you the reward of a well 
spent life, and when the end of life shall come, may your last glance 

• 
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fall a::; it iloe::, to-uight, upou the friundi:i vi'ho honor and resvect 
you." 

At the ('onclusion of l'ruf. Ilan101ond's eloquent u<ldre.:,.t. 
of ,vclconH\ (iov. J{irk,Yood arose und v,,ns received ,,·ith • • vociferous cheers ,vhich continued scvcrnl minutes. ,,1 hcn 
order \\'US rcs turccl the• Governor, v.·ho scen1e<l n1uch affected 
l>y this spontaneous demonstrntion of his ueighbor::., said: 

'' .tllr. Jl,-, ident, R1...~pec:led Jt'rhuds and l(eighbors:-I suspected 
from a 1le,p:1t<:h r eceivet.l yo:,terday, and I learue<l hy a ne,,·spapor 1 
read on the train, tha t I \\'as to ba,·e a reception here to -night. I 
should IJe dull and iuseusate if I did not appreciate the honor Jone n1e 
by the peop1o of lbe 8tate of Io,va. .A.s you a.ll kno,Y, the people, con• 
lrary to wy ,Yishes, elected u1e G·overnor, and recently the party to 
,vhich I belong ha,·e elected n1e to the ::-.enate. 1 have liYe<l in Io,va 
City t,venty-one years. and I love, as yon all do the city in " ·bicb ,vc 
live. \Ye all feel as ,,e ought to, the friendship ,vhicb giYes greeting 
to one \\'ho has drawn n, prize in the Lotl t• ry of Life. I will promit1e, 
antl that is all I have t•ver promised, that in the discharge of my 
duliei,, I ,v i11 tlo the hest that I can, and if ,vhat I shall do ,vill meet 
your appro, al ,vhcn <loue l tihall feel fully re,varded. 11 

,,. heu the Governor conclnJe<l his ren1urks there " ·us 
uuother <.•nlulu::,it1slic outburst of upphiuse, and when quiet 
,,,us ugain restored, loud culls ,vere made for Hon. Ru~h 
( 'lark, "ho was enthnsinsticnlly received. He macle a fe"· 
cougratulutory remarks and " 'as foll<,)"'ccl by Hon. E. Clark, 
Senator Rumple of Io,vn Count)', and Hon. R. S. Finkbiue. 

In taking his sent ns Scnutor fro1u Io"' u, in the Fort)'· 
Dixth Congr<'ss, in the for1nation of con1mittecs ho \YUS placed 
on thP Co111n1itteeR on Foreign Relations, Post Offices und 
Post Roa<ls, nn<l after\vnrds made a n1en1ber of the Con1-
mittee on P ensions. 

Before the n1ecting of the Congress to which he ,ra:-
clectc,l, Jus. G. Blaine then u 1uen1her of the Senate, being 
in Des l\Ioines, in cotnpuny \Vith !Ion. R. S. Finkbine, nnd 
inquiring of thnt g<'nLl('t11an "hnt kind of a Senutor Governor 
Kirkwood \Vould 111ake, got this re1)ly : 

"Some clay ,vl.len you ,vill least expect it, and ,vhen a matter is 
before the Senate in, olviug a conijtitutioual question, he ,vill get up 

• 
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apparent.ly without any previous preparation, and in a speech of no 
great length, will discuss that question and present every point so 
clearly, illustrating it so aptly, and reach his conclusions so directly 
that you " 'ill all ,vonder why you have not taken the same vie"v of the 
subject that he does, and have reached his conclusions before by the 
same chain of reasoning.'' 

After the tlelivery in the Senate of his speech on the 
Army Appropriation Bill by Governor K., on the 21st of 
June, 1879, these two gentlemen, meeting each other in 
Washington, Mr. Blaine, said to Mr. Finkbine: "Your pre
diction in regard to Gov. Kirkwood has heen verified. The 
constitutional question has arisen. The speech has been 
made. His solution of the question was the true one, and 
was so considered by all his political friends, and it has been 
adopted by them." 

This question was the tangled skein of the extent and 
]imitation of the powers and. rights of the States and General 
Government, which such men as Clay, Webster, Calhoun 
and Benton wore their finger nails off trying to untangle 
without satisfaction to themselves or friends, but which Gov. 
I(irkwood unraveled and straightened out to the co1nprehen
sion of a]l. This is the speech: (It was to us, and will go 
<lown to posterity as the best exposition of the relations of 
the States and National Government to each other ever 
made.) 

SPEECH OF HON. SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, having under consider
ation the bill ruaking appropriations for the support of the army for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1880, and for other purposes-

MR. KIRKWOOD said: 

Mr. President:- [ propose with the indulgence of the Senate, to 
consume a short time in discussing the question that I apprehend to be 
involved in the amendment under consideration. That a111endment 
raises the question under what circumstances, if any, the Government 
of the United States can use its troops to keep the peace at the polls on 
the occasion of electing Representatives in Congress. That is the ques
tion; and that question, in my judgment, depends upon the answer to 
another question, which is this: Is there any valid la,v of Uongress 
which on electio;:.. day may be obstructed, may be hindered in its execu-

• 

• 



\ 

348 THE LIFE AND TL\IES OF 8.-\.:\IUE L J. KIRKWOOD. 

tion, may be resisted by force and, iolence at the polls? If that be so, 
then not only, in my judgment, ca.a the Government of the United 
States use the army to put down that resistauce, uuL it is its bounden 
duty so lo do. That we ha Ye a la,v on the statut.e-book regulating 
elections for Representatives in Cougress no man ,vill deny. We know 
that, if we knew it in no other way, from the efforts made at this ses
sion to repeal that law. 

But it has been suggested that that law is not a constitutional law, 
and, therefore, not binding. I will examine that question briefly. If 
it is proper to call the position held by a Representative in Congress 
an office and him an officer, then I say that the office of Representative 
in Congress is au office of the United States and not of the State. The 
Representative is a United StatE>s o!-Iicer and not a State officer. The 
Constitution of the United States creates the office. Until that instru
ment ,vas formed there was no such office. The office is not created 
by the State from which the representative comes; it is the creation of 
the United States. T~e Constitution of the United States says who 
may hold the office ; the State constitution cannot say anything touch
ing that question. The Constitution of the United States says ,vho may 
vote for the officer, fixing a qualification, to which the State cannot 
add, and from ,vhich it cannot take. The Constitution of the United 
States prescribes how the compensation for the officer shall be ascer
tained, by the action of Congress and not by the action of the State 
from which he comes; and when the amount of his compensation has 
been ascertained, it is drawn from the Treasury of the United Statea 
and not from the treasury of the State. He has certain powers given 
to him, certain duties are imposed upon him. They all arise under the 
Constitution of the United States, and not under the constitution of the 
State. When he is elected he brings to the House in which he claims 
a seat a certificate from the governor of the State from which he 
comes, which certificate gives him a prima facie right, as it is termed; 
but whether he is entitled to bold it or not depends, not upon theactiou 
of his State, but upon the decision of the House of which he claims 
to be a member. Certain privileges are conferred upon him by the 
Constitution of the United States solely, not by the State from ,vhich 
he comes. When he has been elected and taken his seat, he may be 
expelled from that seat without asking the leave or permission of the 
State from ,vhich he comes. 

He is an officer of the United Stutes, then, if it is proper to apply 
that term to the position. It seems to me that any one examining our 
Constitution and seeking to learn its meaning, having ascertained that 
much in regard to these officers, ,vould naturally look into the same 
instrument to see whether or not there ,vas any provision made there 
as to the manner in which these officers should be chosen. He would 
do that. Why? Because it is peculiarly appropriate, I think; because 
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it seems to be in accordance with the eternal fitness of things that every 
government should determine the manner in ,vhich its own agents 
shall be selected. Looking at our Constitution, then, with· that end 
in vie,v, we find that there is a provision made there upon that subject; 
and that provision is substautially this: The States shall, in the first 
place.prescribe the times, places, and manner in which Representatives 
in Congress shall be elected. That the people who formed our Consti
tution said for themselves, but they said in addition that at any time 
the Congress representing the United States might make such regula
tions or might alter such as it found to exist. 

Now, it seems to me that certain propositions are too plain for 
argument. One of them is this: Whatever po,ver the States have on 
this subject, is given to the1n by the Constitution of the United States, 
aud whatever po"'er the States haye by that instrument, is reserved to 
be exercised by tb.e United States ~vhenever the United States shall so 
choose to exercise it. There cannot be any dispute about this. Let 
me make an illustration: Suppose that when we meet on the 1st day of 
December next ,ve are here without rules for our government; we 
canoot transact business; we raise a Committee on Rules, and say by 
resolution that they shall prepare rules for the government of this 
body in order to the orderly transaction of its business; but the Senate 
may at any time make or alter such rnles. Is not the power reser,ed 
to the Senate j nst as broad as the power conferred upon the committee? 
Must it not be so necessarily? And ,vhen the people of the United 
States wrote in their Constitution that the States might regulate the 
times, places, and manner of voting in these elections, but the Con
gress might at any time make or alter those regulations, they did pre
cisely what I ha,·e supposed in the case of making rules for the Senate 
by a committee of the body. 

If this be so, then it follows that the Congress of the United, States 
has the r ight to place upon our statute-books laws regulating the man
ner of the election of Representatives in Congress. They have done 
so. Some fault is found \Yith some of the details of that la,v. It is 
said in regard to the deputy marshals that \Ye have too many of them. 
That may be true; but what re1nedy do our Democratic statesmen pro. 
pose? To abolish the office of deputy marshal; not to reduce the 
number but to abolish the office totally. It is said that the com
pensation of those officers is too high. That may be; but the r emedy 
proposed, again by Democratic statesmanship, is not to r educe the 
compensation, but to abolish the office. Some people think that our 
compensation here is too high. I do not. believe it is; but I never 
heard the wildest ref or mer yet propose as a remedy that the office of 
Senator in Congress, if it be an office, should be abolished. It would 
be more difficult still, I think, to get the approvftl of that retnedy than 
it WO\tld the approval of the remedy of a reduction of compensation . 

• 
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Again, gentlemen say in r«>ga.r<l to these deputy marshals that they 
are not men of good charactel'. It may be; there ntay be bad and 
improper 1nen among the1u; it \\'0ultl be strang~ if there "·ere not. 
It has been said that had 111P11 get in here son1etiiues. 1'be old ren1-
e<ly cowcs bal:k, and oat· l>e111oc ra.tic friends insi::.t that the cure for 
the fact that some bad 1uen have hccn sclectccl is not to make pre
cautions that hetter lllPU 1nay lie selecll'U in the future, but that the 
office ishail be abolishPu. ls there not a <learth of statesmanship in 
our Domocra.tic friend s \\' ht•n thc·y haYe hut the one ren1edy for all 
e\'ils. l rcule1u1Jor (it has been so long siucc that l 1nay hal"e forgot,. 
ten Yery 1nnch ahont, it). in reading the• good old novel of Don Quixote, 
perhaps; there \Vas a <loctor in it, J)r Sangrado. who had one cure 
for all diseases, and but one. I ,-.ecrus to 111c our Democratic friends 
ha,·e been reading that hook a little autl ha.Ye fallen into the ideas 
entertained bJ him. 

!\,la. DA ,is. of l llinois-lt was in Gil Blas. 
l[R. KIHK\\'ooo- J had forgotten; l ha.,e been so busy for a great 

many yea.rs that l hare nol had the opportunity of indulging in gen
oral reading to the cxtt>nt lhal I shonlll like to haYe done. 

Last Suuclay I bo11ghl a copy of the ?\e,Y York Herald. and I pro
pose to rea1l a fe,v c.xtracls fron1 an editorial c,,nlaiued in that pa1 er: 

"Within about a fortnight o.vc> ha, t• hatl to report on au average t" t) 
cases a day either of us~a.ult l,y the police upon citizens in their houses 
or in the streets, or of the a1raigull1t•nl of policc•rucn before justices on 
charges of assault or personal outrages ot' an eYcu graver nature. 
Upon trh·1al <lifferen<'es within thP lin1it ot the righrs ot the people it is 
dang~rous to exchange a. ,vord ,vith a policeu1au. '' 

This of course refers to the policen1eu of the city of Se"· York. 
MR. HtLL, ofGcorgia- Youaronot rea<liug that againstJlsof the 

South no,v? 
l\iIR. KntK,vooo-I will mak(• the application after a"·hile. 'The 

article from ,vhicb I quote proceeds. 

"NoL only is iL perilous to bandy worcls ,vith these guardians of the 
public peace, but tho citi.i:en ,vho docs not quietly sub111iL to invasions 
of his domicile, is in a fair ,vay to get to the nearest hospital in a cart. 

In a tenement-house ro,v an oilicer can10 upon the scene in tllo pa,;
sage ou the Jeyel of the street, prcsuiuahly to pacify the ro,v. He ,yas 
saluted ,viLh unpleasant lau,guagl' fron1 an upJH•r windo,v. 1mmcdi· 
atcly his duty was forgotten . 'l' hc disputo "hith had brought hin1 to 
the scene L>cca1ne suddenly Lrivial in his eyes anti u11\\ortlly attention. 
Ilo n1ountc<l the stairs a11d clu bbed the poor er nture above, so that he 
no,v lies in 11 bad \\'UY" ith a lc•g in Hpli11ts But this person h:-irl hC'<'ll 
guilty of no broaC'h of the~ pl'llC'C and ,vn.s iu his o,vn houst' . No UC'l bn(l 
f>ccn eo1n1nittcd that would in nuy circ,nn~tnn<·e have jnstitied hi~ 
arrest. Only the dignit) of th<> poli<.'cnian hull bl'et1 offended, and that 
must be rovcugcd aL any <'Ost. Aud that it> a typo of the dl•alings of tho 
police ,vith these })('ople. 'l'ho a,erag<" polict'n\un is simply n cha1u 
pion bully. ready lo enfor<'o ,yith his club, not order, but the recogui
ion of his personal supremacy on his beat." 

• 
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Here is a little more from the same editorial: 
" It is shown by the trial of the Manhattan Bank robbers thathonesty 

is regarded as of so little account on the police. that theft does not dis
qualify a man for holding a place. An officer is now in custody on the 
charge that he was an accomplice of those robbers, and if this is true 
it is the fourth robbery in ,vhich he is believed to have been concerned, 
as the police authorities know. He was a gambler before he went on 
the police, and as he \Vas found out by one captain after another in 
his various exploits, ,vbat was done with him? He was removed each 
time to some other precinct where the captain did not know him." 

Here is another extract: 

"Some time ago a couple of detecti,es were caught in predatory 
operations also, and they ,vere not dismissed either. They were made 
roundsmen.,, 

I do not know what that term means. 
MR. CONKLING-Patrolmen, walking around. 
MR. KIRKWOOD-And it concludes: 
"So that this is a part of the systen1. " 
And now for the application. If it be true that there is found occh.• 

sionally upon a police force itnproper men, dishonest men, brutal men, 
is that a good cause for abolishing the police? Has it ever occurred to 
the authorities or the people of New York City to abolish the whole 
number of policemen in that city? That is the remedy our Democratic 
friends insist upon in regard to the deputy marshals, that because some 
of them have been ascertained to be improper persons, therefore the 
whole body shall be abolished. But I do not think the good people of 
the city of New York, because bad men get upon the police force of 
that city, would be willing to abolish tbe police force of the city. If 
the things that are alleged here in regard to the police of the city of 
New York be true, and if things equally as bad were proven to be true 
iu regard to these deputy marshals, how the eloquence of the Senator 
from Indiana [MR. VOORHEES] would be heard in this Chamber 
denouncing the brutality of intrusting the keeping of the peace at the 
polls to such men. And yet it is precisely to such 1nen as have charge 
of the preservation of the peace in the city of N e,v York that the Dem
ocrats desire to submit wholly the elections. This is outside of my 
line of argument, however. 

A very pertinent question was asked by the Senator from South 
Carolina [MR. HAMPTON] a fe-.v days ago. I do not see him in his seat, 
and yet I ,vill refer to the matter, because it inYolves nothing but 
"'hat can be referred to either in his presence or in bis absence. He 
m3:de the statement that until within a few years last past, Congress 
had never exerrised the power to regulate• the manner in ,vhich these 
elE>ctions shall be held; an<l he asked the pertinent question why no,v 
it should be clone. He"'"" not entirely accurate I think in his state
ment. A good many years ago, ho,v long I cannot remember, but 
before the Republican party bad an existence, Congress commenced 



\ 
I 

352 THE LIFE AND TllIES OF SA~lUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 

the ,vork of regulating ihe manner of the election of members of Con
gress. For many years, when I was a much younger man than I am 
no,v, some of the States of this Union elected their members of Con
gress by general ticket, and they continued in that practice until Con
gress, believing it to be a bad practice, remedied it by providing that 
the elections should be held by single districts and not by -general 
ticket. 

~1R. HILL, of Georgia-That was in 1842, I think. 
MR. KIRKWOOD-I had forgotten the date, but it was long ago. 

But the question still recurs ,vhat r eason was there why this custom 
that had prevailed so long should not be allowed to continue? It 
strikes me that there are t,vo good and sufficient reasons ,v by it should 
be so. 'Ihere are in the city of New York about one-third as many 
people as the entire population of the original thirteen States at the 
time we achieved our independence. There are, I apprehend, in half 
a dozen of our large cities as great a number of people as the entire 
population of the old thirteen colonies was at that tin1e. vYhile this 
brings advantages, it brings disadvantages also with it. As wealth 
is concentrated in the hands of comparatively few in our large cities, 
and ease a:1d luxury and all the accompaniments of wealth go with 
wealth, it also happens that vice gro,vs as well. I do not pretend to 
give from official data " 'hat I am about to say, but I believe I am cor
rect in saying that there are to-day in the city of New York more pro
fessional criminals-and by that I mean men who make their living 
by the commission of crime as their business-than the entire popula
tion cf that city contained at the time our independence " 'as achieved; 
and the same holds largely true as to all our large cities. This is a 
condition of affairs that did not exist ,vhen the custom that is so much 
honored now, about leaving the elections solely to the States, origin
ated. In many localities in these large cities four-fifths of the voting 
population are men with " Thom no gentleman ,vho hears me would 
trust either life or property if he thought either g.9ul9_.be taken from 
him without detection. A different system is required, a different 
supervision is required, different care is required in dealing with such 
men than was required in dealing ,vith the men who gave their votes 
at the time when our Government was formed. That is one reason. 

Another reason is that, as a consequence of the civil war through 
which we passed, the ,var of the rebellion, some four million people 
who ,vere formerly slaYes are now free men. That has produced and 
must for years to come produce difficulty, trouble. trial, hardship in 
the com1nunities where this great change has occurred. Jt, could not 
be otherwise, unless we could change human nature, and we cannot 
do that. The 1nen ,vho were formerly masters will not consent, if by 
any means they can avoid it, to be ruled b.v the men who ,vere form
erly their slaves. This produces a condition of things there that does 
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require supervision not merely by those who live there and of the 
master race, but by others as well ; so that I contend there is gc,od 
cause for saying to-day that the old system that obtained for so many 
years should be chai\ged and a different and, we hope, a better system 
substituted for it. 

But to con1e back, if I am correct in holding that Congress has the 
right to make an election law and that the la\VS on that subject upon 
our statute-book are constitutional, then the question arises-what 
power has Congress to enforce its own Ja,v? Must it depend upon 
so1ne other power, some other authority, or must it rely upon its o,vn 
power and its own authority to carry into effect and put down oppo· 
sition and resistance to the la\VS of its own enactment? I have no 
<loubt upon that subject, Mr. President. A government that cannot 
do that is an incomplete and an inefficient government, as much so as 
a human being who is born with one leg or with one arm, or who is 
born blind or mute or dumb, is an incomplete person. A government 
that has to rely upon so1nething else than itself, upon some power 
other than its own to enforce its own la,v, is not a government; and if 
ours is such the sooner ,ve abandon it and substitute for it something 
better, the better for it and for us. 

Let me make myself understood now. There is a great deal of talk 
about the Government of the United States interfering in the States to 
keep the peace. Nobody claims that it has the right to do that ordina
rily; but it is claimed that whenever a constitutional law is passed by 
Congress it goes of its own po,"er, not by favor, not by permission 
from anybody, but of its own cons titutional vigor it goes through the 
whole length and breadth of our land and attaches to and becomes 
pa.rt, so to speak, of every inch of our soil. 

That is my theory. It attaches not only to the soil but to every 
man living upon it, unless by special provision he is a foreigner rep
resenting his own conntry here as an e1nbassador, or in some such 
,vay is exempted from its operation. I care not where it may be, 
,vherever that law of this Government goes the agents of this Govern
ment to enforce it have the right to go, again not by favor, not by 
permission, but because the law has gone before them and opened the 
,vay for them. They ask no permission of any man, or of any State, 
or of any power. They ask no po\ver of any man, or of any State, or 
of any authority. '.fhey go by the same po,ver and anthority that the 
law itself goes, and when those engaged in the administration of the 
la,v, the power of this Government, ciYil and military, the po\ver of 
forty-five millions of people stands with them, above them, below 
them, behind them, around the1n, to guard and protect them against 
any and all po,ver that 1nay oppose them in the la,vful execuLion of 
that law. 

Let me make the distinction. 1 '\Y O years ago it happened that in 

• 



the l'ity of l'ittshnrgh, in the State of Pennsylvania, th .. rP. oc<-urred u 
gr••nt riot. For nuu1y cl11ys, I 1ln not, kuo\\· b<nv tuan_y, all lratlic un<l 
tt·a, 1)1 "·a,... .;uspand«•1l. In1111,•nsu a1nou11t of property" .~re dc~troy11rl. 
r,•ople fl"llUl thu Stat,· ill which ( lh u lil'J' OUcl (ht! )liQsi~~ippi Rh't'l 
\\ isht•d lo go to NP\\' )' vrk. 'J'ht•y t•o11ld lint go th1•1·;, l,J that route. 
'fh,•y h&«i pn,p(•rty hf'ing trnnsportc<l from one ~tali· to th,• ,1ther. hut • 
it eould 11ot r,•nch its d1· ti11:1tiou l,,, that route. n11tl tl11• L'uit,•d "'tali, 

• 
no, l! t'nn1ent l'Olllcl llol help lh1•1n. '''hy? n~f'all,;e th,•r~ \\":\S ll f'll 

" ·hnt th,•ro should ht>, th,•n~ ,,•a:. uo la,r nf Co11gn· ~ prot1•cting i111e1 • 

:stalo trnde. l ho)le lo seo the day in n1y tin1c hon• " 'hen " 'e :-lia I 
have ~ttt•h a la\\ . 'l'h«•n•forri, the qne:-Liou ,,hether our people :-ho11hl 
tra"1·l througl, P1•11n:-yh nnin, or \\ ltPth«•r their goods /'houl,l J!o 
through P~11r1qylva11i.a, dt'pt)n,led ll(ll 11p11n thP (10,·erun1ent of th,. 
{Jnitl'd Slatos l111t upon I ho g,n·1•rn111c11t nf the ~tato of P<•uusylYania. 
an,l the (;0Yorn1ue11t of the lJnilcd Stale.., in that rPgard coul<l uot 
interfere unlil ('allt•d upo11 liy tho (~oYern,,r of th<' ~tato of P,•nu,J 1-
vania to aitl hi1n in puttiu~ do\\' 11 1h11 riot ~t• n.:-. to l1•t people again 
tra\'cl through th~ Slatu a11d l r:1 LU~ ngain In~ carrie1l nn. 

Rut" hilc thnt i.s trn0, it is nl,o Into nn the nther hnnd that thcl'c 
\\·ere luw:,, of tl.lc United ~tall•-. at that tinHJ that " 'ere obstructed nu,l 
resisted; law~ proyidiug for t!tn tra.nspo1·tatio11 of tb1• 1uuils "'ere upu11 
our r;tatuto-1,nok. l\ly liPli"f i, th:tt ju,t :ts !>Oon as it became apparl'lll 
to the l,r<-sirlo11t of tin• U11i1,,t1 ~talc~ tbnt tho loral authorities "'••1·1• 
insutliC'icul to prolcl·t the 1nails of lht:i lJnilCll Stalt':- in heing carri1•d 
over tho~o roads, it " 'a~ not only hi.s prh·ilegn hut it "as hi~ duty t•> 
sr-o lo it that th<' luc-nl nnthoritie-., tho l'iYil anthoriti,·s of the U0Ycr11-
mcnt hei11g i11t•llici1•11t tn p1·nlt'l'l I h1• carrying of tla• 1unils of th,• 
Uuill•cl States an,l the l'nfo1·cenH•11t nl t bo tJi1ill'<l 8tat1•s' la,v"' fcH· tht•i1· 
protoction- it ,r:t.'i hib busint•~s to ~ee tn it that the Arn1y of the Unite,\ 
Htnt('S ,vas sent thore, and that., c, cry n1an fnnnd rt>sistin~ the tran:--· 
tniH!->ion of t.bo 1uails in ll.l' t..'lH·1lnnc1..• "ith la\\·, obstructing their trans
mission, sho11l1l be S\\ epL nnl of tln• ":iy. 

l\lR. 1.1AX1'.:' \Vill lhc St•nalor yichl tCl n10 a 1nomout? 
l\l H. KntK'\.YOOI">- Cr.rtuinly. 
Mn. l\l\X:.KY- [ want lo untlcrstan1l tlH' prl1position of the Senator 

fl·on1 ln\Ya on thi-. poinl. )),H•-. tho St•n,1tor menn to ~ay to the Sonat,· 
that thc1 l'nitPcl :-;tu.lt•:,i t•onhl ha\'o s('nl an nrn1y tn Pill ·hurgh \\'ithu11l 
n legislalir1• <'nil if tho Lc•gislnturn nf PP1111sshani:t ,v~rt' in sc• .. sit,n. 111· 

an P'\.<'Cnlh t' c·nll in tlH• n,l,st•n1·<> of thP Legi:-.lnturt', nnd(lr tho fpurlh 
soeliun of tl1t• f1111rth arlh1l,,of the• {\111~1ituti11n, out~idt"'I of that :1i-ti1•l1•, 
indc•pc•111lPnt of thn.l ni-ticlc•? llot•s tlH• S1•11:1tnr llH'nn tti sny tho A1·111y 
could hu.xe hcen i.ont tlH1 L'O iudcpctHlcn( 1,r thnt ? 

~In.. KutK\VOOl> Cortniuly 1 do. 
l\IR. ~IAXEr- I 11tort~lv wonlP1l to 11nd1•r,tnnd th<' ~t-nator . 

• 
.)\lit, l\1nx,, opp Jf tha~ is not tl'lll\ thlln lh1½ q110-,tiou "·l1ei}Hll' tho 
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laws of the United States shall be enforced depends not upon the 
Government of the United States but upon the government of Penn
sylvania. 

MR. MAXEY-The point I wanted to make, I ,vill state to the Sen
ator from Iowa, was this: That the Federal Government has no power 
except that which is granted upon the face of the Constitution. The 
1node and 1nanuer in ,vhich a riot can be stopped in a State is laid 
do\vn in the Constitution, and the point at ,vhich the po,ver of the 
Federal Government can be brought into exercise to suppress a riot or 
an insurrection is laid do\vn on the face of the Constitution in the 
fourth section of the fourth article, and nowhere else. 'l'hat being the 
case, and the only case, in ,vhich the Federal troops can be c:1llcd out 
upon a demand by the Legislature, if it be in session, or if it cannot be 
convened,. then by the State executive, can the United States Govern
ment, ex mero motu, send its troops there ,vit.hout a call from the 
Legislature or the executive of the State when the Legislature is not 
in session? 

MR. KI!!KWoon-Clearly in my judgn,ient it can, and I have been 
trying to explain ,vhy I think so. I have said that if there had been 
no la,v of the United States resisted there, II.O violent, forcible opposi
tion to the la,vs of the United States there, nothing but a breach of the 
peace of the State of Pennsylvania. there, of course the Army 
could not be sent there un!il invited by the authorities of the State of 
Pennsylvania; hut whenever in the State of Pennsylvania or in any 
other State (this is my theory, I do not pretend to speak for anybody 
other than myself; I havo no authority to do so) the laws of the United 
/:ltates are resisted and overborne, then the GoYernment of the United 
States has po,ver to use the ,vhole force of this nation to enforce 
them. 

Mn. MAXEY-I ,vant to understand the Senator. I do not inter
rupt him for any other purpose. 

MR. KIRK"\VOOD-Of course not. 
MR. IvlAXEY-Does not the Constitution point out how the Govern -

ment of the United States is to be advised of the fact that the sup
pression of an insurrection is beyond the power of a State to suppress 
it? Can the United States bring its strong hand do,vn upon the State 
until the State calls fol' aid in the mode pointed out by the Constit11-
lion? '£hat is the point npon ,vhich I ,vant to understand the 
~enator. 

MR. K1Rx,voon-'Ihe provision to which the Senator from 'I'exas 
tdludes is the provision for the protection of a State and the enforce
uient of the peace of the State. It has nothing to do with the !a,vs of 
lhe United States; it has nothing to do ,vith their enforcement or their 
exeontion. It is when the la,vs of the State of Pennsylvania cannot be 
enfor~•cl b1 tl!Q authol'ity o! Ill• t,t~le o! f eµnsylv~4i~ 11!,,t t-4c t,t*I~ 
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of Pennsylvania has the right to call upon the President of the United 
States to enforce her own la,vs in her own limits. It does not touch 
the question of the execution of the laws of the United States. 

MR. l\il.Ax.EY-Then, if the Senator will pardon m~, I understand 
his position to be, and I ,vant to understand it, that the laws of the 
United States are required to be exercised ,vithin the limits of the · 
State; that a la\\' itself, in proprio vigore, goes along with it; and if it 
is necessary for the Army to enforce that li:l.w, that too goes along 
,vith it. 

MR. KmKWOOD-Certainly it does go with that law. 
MR. MAXEY-There I differ with the Senator, so far as that is con

cerned. 
MR. KIRKWOOD-Take the case cited by the Senator from Vir• 

ginia a few days ago, of an election in his State that caused some 
excitement and feeling in that State, I apprehend. It will illustrate 
n1y idea. As I said before, it is only my idea; it binds nobody but 
1nyself; it may be totally ,vrong, but I believe it to be right. In the 
spring of a certain year, I do not remember the year, an election was 
held in Petersburgh, Virginia. What year was that? 

MR. ALLISON-In 1876. 
MR. KIRKWOOD-In the spring of that year an election was held for 

local officers or State officers, I do not remember ,vhich. 
MR. WITHERS-For municipal officers merely. 
1Y1R. KIRKWOOD-The United States had nothing to do with that. 

It affected the State of Virginia only and solely. It was the business 
of the State of Virginia to maintain peace at the polls on the day of 
the election; but if the Stale of Virginia should be unable to main
tain the peace on that day, if l, ,ot occurred, if the State laws were 
resisted, then Virginia had the right to call upon the President of the 
United States, to do what? To send troops there to aid Virginia in 
enforcing her o,vn laws in her own limits. But afterward. during the 
same year, there was an election to occur there at \.vhich there was a 
member of Congress to be elected, and then the law of the United 
States prescribing rules for the election of members of Congress \.vas 
in force at that place in Virginia just as much as at the preceding 
·spriug the la,vs of the State in regard to the election of municipal 
officers had been in force there. When the President ,vas informed, 
upon information on which he relied, that there was danger that the 
Federal la,vs ,vere then to be resisted there, he did a wise and a pru
dent, thing in sen<ling troops, not Lo go to the polls, but in case a col· 
lision occurred for them to be there io case the State could not enforee 
the la,,, and keep the peace, to see to it that the United State:; power 
" ' ns there to enforce the United States' law there as "'ell as every plact1 
el~e. 

I ,vish to say a few words more on this subject, :tvlr. Presiden~ . 
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"rhen I first read this bill before its passage in the other House, I saic.l, 
iu eonsultation or rather in conversation with so1ne of my colleaguel::i 
from my State in the House that I thought the l:>ection of the bill upon 
,\·hich this debate proceeds ,vas a mere excresceuce on the bill itself, 
nu impertinence. so to speak, meaning no disrespect to those ,vbo 
favor the section. It was just as senseless, iu my judgment, as if it 
had provided that no part of the appropriation should be used to pay 
the Army if the Ar1ny 1''ere used as a professional base-ball club or a 
traYeling circus or a Pinafore company; be<.'ause I ha<l ne"ter heard 
it 1•laimed by any one, Dt::wocrat or Republican, that it ,vas intended 
by the Government of tho United States to send men to the polls to 
take the place of police officers, bailiffs, and constables there. 

Let me illustrate again my meaning, sir. We have in the State iu 
which I live courts of the United States; \Ve ha, e doorkeepers and 
bailiffs, and I do not know what other officers to execute the mandates 
of the courts, 111arshals :unoug others. I never un(lers tood anybody 
to clai1n tliat ,ve ought to turn these men out of otlice and place an 
armed soldier carryiug a musket \\'ith a bayonet at the door to act as 
doorkeeper, and another beside the judges on the beuch as their bailiff, 
a111l other artue<l soldiers all through the building to do the duties 
ordinarily performe<l L,y n1arshals and their deputies. I never under
stood that to be clain1e<l by anyone, but I di<l uuderstai.1d it to be 
clu.imed that if an anned force of rioters shoul<l go into the court house 
in tho State of Iowa, atH1 in1peril tile execution of the laws of the 
United States there so as to interfere with the orderly ad1ninistratiou 
of justice by the Unite<l 5tates oflieers, and the civil authorities there 
"·ere uot suilicieut to pul <lo,vn that Yioleuce, then the President could 
call from Sau Francisco or N e,v York, or else\Vhere, \vhereYer there 
may be a regiment or a cowpauy of troops, all the armed force neces
sary to see to it that peace and la\Y an<l good order shall be maintained 
about the buildings, antl that the 1nen who are charged there " ·ith the 
eoforcement and execution of the la,vs of the United States, just as 
Prerywhere else ,vhere they are so charged, shall be allowed to pro
eet•d iu au orderly and a quiet \Vay to do it, and that all the men who 
are disposed to obstruct must get out of the ,vay. 

~Ir. President, I come to the main cause of my troubling the Senate 
upou this occasion, a thing that I ,·ery seldom do. I \Vant to find out 
,,·hat our Democratic friends 111ean by this bill. I have repeated here 
"'hat I said to my colleagues in the other House. I was bound to do so. 
'l'be respect of those gentlemen is of value to 1ne, an<l my own respect 
i:s of more value to me than their respect, and having said it to them 
I was bound to let any man \Vho chooses to inquire about it kno,v that 
I hacl done so. Now I ,vant to kno\V just precisely ,vhat is the mean
ing of this section. It ,vas claimed by some gentlemen, it was believed 
by myself, that the only meaning of it was, that when election day 
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comes around the President shall not surround any of the polls in the 
city of New· York, for example, with ar1ned soldiers, so that the 1nen 
\Vho go there to exercise the right to vote shall not be compelled to 
pass through files of armed soldiers. I supposed that to be the mean
ing of it, and aside from its impertinence I saw no harm in it, because 
uo man ever claimed that troops could b~ used for that purpose, so far 
as my knowledge went, or that they should be used to make the arrests 
ordinarily made by policemen there. No man ever claimed that. It 
was only when disturbance and violence occurred and the peace offi
<lers could not put it down that the United States with its armed 
-,oldiers in aid of the civil officers should put do\vn that disturbance 
and violence on the day when members of Congress were being elected, 
under the la,vs of the United States. 

Now I say, in all kindness and all frankness, it is not for the Senate 
of the United States to pass a law, the meaning of which is shown to 
be doubtful. Am I right.? Is it a becoming thing in this body, said to 
be the most dignified, deliberative body in the ,vorld-ah, well we will 
continue to say so- -is it becoming in this body, when the fact is 
brought to its attention, that upon the face of a bill pending before it 
for action, uncertainty, doubt, dispute exists as to ,vhat is the true 
meaning of that bill, that it shall not be made clear? Is it just to our
selves that \Ve should allow that doubt to continue? Is it just to other 
departments of the government that we should allow that doubt to 
continue? Is it just to the people of this country t.hat we should allo\V 
that doubt to continue and perhaps cause further strife and confusion 
and bitterness through the length and breadth of our land? Does it 
not become us as honest men, as intelligent men, does it not become us 
as Senators, to remove all doubt as to what the meaning of this thing 
is, and say whether it means that the troops shall not go the polls on 
election day to exercise the duties commonly performed by ordinary 
policemen, or whether it is intended to say that the United States 
troops shall not go there, when the ordinary civil po,ver is insufficient 
to protect the people at the polls, to furnish that protection? 

That is one question to be determined by the Senate, J\,lr. President, 
and if Senators "\-vill not inform us by speeches of what they under
stand this language to mean, \Ve, on this side, have the privilege of 
testing them in the way of amendments, and I apprehend that unless 
they pursue the policy we did a night or t,vo ago and fail to vote, \V6 

shall get to know just what they mean before this bill is safely passed. 
There is another matter I propose to notice, and I shall be very 

brief. At various times, ,vhen political excitement ran somewhat high 
<.luring the session, I had made up my mind that I would make a political 
speech. I was saved the necessity of doing so by having it done by 
gentlemen much abler than myself to do it. But there is one thing to 
which I wish to allude in a single remark. Much has been said here 
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about the desire of the Republican party to revive the bitter feelings 
engendered by the ,var for political purposes in the North. It has 
been said by gentlemen, not from the South perhaps as much as by 
gentlemen from the North, upon the other side of the Chamber that 
the peop:e of the North, the Republicans of the North especially, hate 
the people of the South. 1"1r. President, that is not true. They do not 
either hate them or fear them. I speak the latter word in the ,vorst 
:;ense of the tern1. They ,vish the prosperity of the people of the South 
as ,vell as they do of any other section of our country. They wish 
ll1at prosperity because the people of the South are part of our great 
Lttnily, and if you ,vill not belieYe that we wish you prosperity for 
that reason, then believe it for a worse, Io,ver, more selfish reason. 
\Ve have common sense enough to kno,v that your prosperity is the 
prosperity of the country of which we are a part. Give us credit for 
selfishness at least, if for nothing else but that. We do desire your 
prosperity, and ,ve kno,v, we think we kno,v, that that is to be obtained 
on the sole condition of peace, quiet and good order among you. 

There has been ,vithin the last three months considerable feeling, 
a.nd there is to-clay in the North, more than there was six months ago. 
In my judgment we on this side of the Chamber are m ore responsible 
for it. The people of Iowa (and I can speak for them, I think, having 
had a long acquaintance with them) love the union of these States. 
'fhey sacrificed much to perpetuate it. It is ,vith us not merely a 
matter of sentiment, but a matter of necessity. We raise a large sur
plus of produce that must go abroad, and I tell you we do not intend 
to ask any man's leave to go abroad with it if ,ve can help it. We 
want to go through N e\>v York. We are perfectly willing to go there 
,lnd shake hands with that people and deal vt'ith them, but ,ve do not 
·1sk their permission to go through New York to Liverpool with our 
produce. The good city of New Orleans is at the mouth of the Missis
, ippi river. We send sotne-I wish ,ve sent more- of our products 
:ibroad through that city; and I say to the Senators from the State of 
Louisiana, ,ve do not intend to ask anybody 's permission to go down 
t.he Mississippi river and out of the mouth of that riyer just where Vl'e 
please. They foolishly attempted to obstruct the navigation of tha t 
ri,er a few years ago, and we wrestled with them about it for a long 
time until we got it cleared out, and we intend to keep it open. \\''e 
want to go to China. We do not want to ask the permission of men 
living on the Pacific slope whether we may go through their country 
to go there. 

We are bound, as I said, not only by sentiment but by necessity, to 
the maintenance of this Union; but,ve have doubts and fears and dis
trust in regard to its perpetuity since we had the struggle for its 
perpetuation. Senators say (and I am bound to take their statements 
as true) that they are now as warmly attached to this Union as \Ve are. 

' 
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I cannot dispute that question with them; but the preservation of this 
Union depends somewhat upon the strength of this Government. The 
complaint I have to make, and the complaint that is ,vorking its way 
all through the northern country, is that there is a steady and persist
ent effort in eYery direction and in every way to weaken this Govern
ment, to tear off a po,ver here, a po,ver there, and a power else"·here, 
one hy one, session after session, year after year, until you would 
leaYe it incapable of its own preservation. 

We passed a la,v, assented to by myself with much distrust, a year 
ago containing the posse comitatus clause. I said nothing alJout it, 
because gentlemen to ,vhose judgment I am in the habit of deferring 
here thought it best to let it go. I wish it were back again. Bills 
have been laid upon our desks here that " 'e shall ha...-e to act upon 
some day, taking, as I understand, from the courts of the United 
States the po,ver to declare whether or not the officers of the United 
States in the execution of their duties have violated the la,vs. An 
effort is being made during this extra session to deprive the people of 
the United States of the power of supervising the election of their Rep
resentatives at the other end of the Capitol. This bill is here to-day 
either meaning nothing or meaning that in the conduct and manage. 
ment of the election of officers of the Uniled States the people of the 
United States shall ha...-e nothing to do, traveling surely, slowly, sap
ping one by one as we think the po,vers necessary to enable this 
government to maintain itself. 

During the pendency of the yellow-fever bill, so called, I "·ent to 
the desk of the Senator from 1'ennessee (J.\,lr. Harris) to look at a 
<lecision of the Supreme Court of the United States, and in looking 
through it I found ,vha.t I wish to read to the Senate. It expresses 
much better than I cao, much more clearly than I can, my opinion, 
and it comes from a source that carries with it infinitel3' more power 
and authority than anything I can say. I will read the concluding 
paragraph in the opinion of Chief Justice J.\,larshall in the case of 
Gibbons vs. Ogden. 

Powerful and ingenious minds, taking, as postulates, that the pow
ers expressly granted to the government of the Union are to be con
tracted by construction into the na1TO\Vest possible compass and that 
the original powers of the States are retained, if a.ny possible con
struction will retain them, may, by a course of well-digested but 
refined and metaphysical reasoning founded on these premises, explain 
n,vay the Constitution of our country and leave it a magnificent struc
ture, indeed, to look at, but totally unfit for use. They may so entangle 
and perplex the understanding as to obscure principles which ,verc 
before thought quite plain and induce doubts ,vbere, if the mind "'ere 
to pursue its o,vn course, none ,votild be perceived. In such a case it 
is peculiarly necessary to recur to safe and fundamental principles to 
sustain those principles, and ,vhen sustaine<l to make them the tests of 
the arguments to be exarnined.-9 Wheaton's Reports, 222. 
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The people of our Northern States are afraid that that process is 
going on to-day. They are afraid that the results of that process will 
be precisely such as are herein written and that 1 have read. It is 
because of that feeling, because they fear that in the future the time 
may come that that which has cost them so much to maintain may be 
lost. I tell you kindly and frankly they intend to see to it carefully, 
earnestly, prudently, that that result shall not follow . .And now when 
our Democratic friends-I hate to use the term in this Chamber-when 
our friends on the other side of the Chamber shall have explained by 
their votes, if they will not explain otherwise, whether this section 6 
that \Vas, and section 5 that is nO\Y. is a mere excrescence, a mere 
,vart, so to speak, on this bill, a senseless impertinence-meaning no 
offense to anyone-when they shall ha Ye explained to us by their votes 
,\'hether that is the case, or whether it means that much larger and 
greater thing, Lhat in no case shall the government of the United 
States have power to enforce election laws anywhere and everywhere 
in the limits of our country, I shall be prepared to cast my vote. 

In following Mr. Kirk,vood, Senator Hill, of Georgia, 
said: 

"Mr. President :-I rise to say a few ,vords only. First of all I 
want to express to the Senator from Iowa, Mr. Kirkwood, the great 
gratification I have felt in listening to his speech. He has made an 
able, dignified and excellent speech, worthy of a Senator anywhere, 
and in any age. If all the speeches made on this floor were made in 
the same spirit, and with the same clearness and patriotic temper 
which the Senator has exhibited, l think what be intimated as doubt
ful would never be doubtfnl again, and that is, whether this is a digni
fied body. But I do not agree to all the doctrines of the Senator, and 
I want to call his attention, for he is an able lawyer-my friend shakes 
his head; yes, he is a good lawyer; I know from the way be talks; he 
cannot deceive me on that snbject. I ,vant to call his attention to the 
fact that he has made one mistake in the fundamental proposition on 
which he set out. * * * l want my friend to know, and I want his 
people to kno,v, that the patriotic, the manly, tbe Catholic, the 
national , the unsectional sentiments ,vhich fell from bis lips, and 
which I know animate his bosom, meet with a warm and hearty re
sponse in mine, and in the bosoms of my people. He, and such as he, 
whether Republicans or Democrats, we can take to our arms and our 
hearts and call our fellow citizens." 

A private letter from a prominent gentleman in Wash
icgton to the Editor of the RepublicfJ/n contains the followJ . 
1ng: 

"l am glad to see the Iowa papers speak so well of Senator Kirk-

• 
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wood's speech. It richly deserYes all that has been said in its favor. 
I was fortunate enough to hear most of it. When I entered the Sen
ate Mr. Kirkwood ,vas on the floor just getting fairly under way in 
his speech. He looked every inch a Senator, yet as modest as a child. 
He had a full house, the galleries were cro,vded, and there were many 
on the floor of the 8euate, including a large nu1nber of members of 
the House who had come in to hear the speech. Every one listened 
with close attention. His manner was excellent, and the matter 
speaks for itself. I think the speech displays great ability in more 
respects thau one. lt is clear and logical, comprehensive and conclu
sive. It will give full satisfaction to his own party. It presents the 
Republican side ,vith ability and distinctness. * * * There is no 
man in the Senate that could have done as well as Kirkwood did. You 
have read Ben Hill's remarks immediately follo\ving Kirkwood. 
Hill's manner showed that he meant what he said, and it was no idle 
compliment. That evening Conklin referred to Kirkwood's speech, 
in very complimentary terms, saying it was the most effective speech 
made during the session. I heard a number of Senators speak of it 
in private, and all spoke of it in the highest terms. Don Cameron 
said, •The Old Man ahvays talks good sense.'" 

The New York Tril>une says : 
"By universal consent, it is pronounced a gem of legal and polit

ical oratory. It is rarely the case that senatorial compliments mea.n 
anything at all, but when at the end of Governor Kirkwood's speech 
to-day, Senator Hill rose, and in unstinted terms of praise com
mended the n1atter and manner of the speech, every listener, and 
there were many of them, mentally said, 'That is true,' He is one 
of the most amiable men in Congress, and is universally respected for 
his unswerving integrity of character.,, 

The Dubuque Herald, a Democratic paper, after the 
delivery and publication of the speech, has this to say : 

"Senator Kirkwood bas been making an excellent record of him· 
self during the present session of Congress. He bas figured conspic
uously on all iluportant questions, his opinions baYe invariably beeu 
clear, vigorous and tiinely, and he is astonishing his constituents by 
an unexpected display of statesmanship. We candidly confess that 
the opinion hitherto expressed by the Telegraph, that the Senator's 
age had impaired bis usefulness, was premature. He is really one of 
the most. valuable members of the Senate-always in his seat at the 
proper time, always taking an active interest in ,vhatever question 
may be under consideration, and al\vays cheerfully and faithfully 
performing whatever committee work may be assigned him. Though 
he has been in the Senate but little more than half a term, he has 
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achieved a. remarkable prominence, and is daily developing qualities 
that promise ere long to place him in the first rank of legislatoFs. 11 

Senator Beck said of it : 

"It was the best speech that had been made by a Republican 
Senator.,, 

It even created a deep impression in the South. The 
Rome, Georgia, Triburle said of it: 

"We do not kno"v when we have read a speech with more 
pleasure than we did that delivered by Governor Kirkwood in the 
Senate on the 20th ult. * * * It is characteristic of the man 
and his conservatism. The speech ,vas delivered in the interest of 
the country, and not party, and hence it went to the people as a part of 
the regular proceedings, and not in a supplement for campaign uses. 
It ,vas as modest as it was patriotic-a standard which we can coin
mend to all as the proper test of merit. * * * We would be glad 
to lay the speech before our readers, not that we agree with the Sen
ator upon his propositions, but to show how manly he has treated the 
subject, There is much in his arguments which we oppose, and much 
from which ,ve differ, but the difference is an honest one, and we feel 
that such a difference can be tolerated by an honest ma.u. '' 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Death of Hon. Rush Olark-Oov. l(irkwood's Speech in the Senate on 
the Occasion-Kirkwood anrl JTance-Speeches in Indiana in 1880 
-Plain Talk to the Busines~ Men of IndianaJJOlis-Estimate of 
Gov. K. as a Stump Speaker. 

On the 28th of April the member of the House of Repre
sentatives in Congress from Gov. Kirkwoo<l18 own district, 
died ver,v suddenly, and proceedings relating to his death 
were held in both Houses. Among the . addresses on that 
occasion was the following by Senator I{irkwoor!: 

Mr. President :-Other senators have spoken fully of Rush Clark 
in the ralations he bore to the public ,vhom he had served as a lawyer 
and a legislator. It becomes me by reason of my more intimate 
personal acquaintance ,vith him, to speak of him· as he ,vas kno,vn to 
those ,vho liki:, myself.had the pleasure and the advantage of frequent, 
close and friendly intercourse ,vith him. 

He represented in the Forty-fifth Congress, and un~il his death, in 
the Forty-sixth Congress, the Congressional district in ,vhich I live. I 
,vas one of his constituents; he \\' as my fello,v-to,vnsman, my neighbor, 
and I am glad to be able to say, my friend. He was by some two years 
an older resident of our young State than 1nyself. When I went to 
reside in Iowa City in 1855, I found him there a young man and a 
young la,vyer, struggling for and gradually ,vinning by his kno,vledge 
of the la,v, his close attention to his business, his energy and his perse
verance, that high rank in his profession to ,vhicb he after,vards 
attained. When he came to lo\va his capital, or as ,ve souietimes 
express it in our quaint western ,vay, his "outfit 11 ,vas bis head, bis 
heart, and his hands; a clear head, a stout heart, and ,villing hands. 

After closing bis collegiate life in Pennsylvania, he judged, as I 
think wisely, that there ,vas a better chanoe for him to ,vin his \\'ay in 
the battle of life in the ne,v, broa,d. free ,vest, than in the older, more 
cro,vded, and I trust I may say ,viLhout offense, less liberal older 
States. He knew ,vell that the jo~rney of life for him ,vas not to be 
au easy, pleasant traYel over a broad, s1nooth high\vay, but a tedious 
and painful progress, over a rough and rugged path, every foot of 
,vhich ,vas to be made by his o,vn labor and perseverance. He did 
not quail at the prospect, but ,vent to ,vork maufully and persisteutly. 

364 
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He met as such men most ah.vays do meet many obstacles in his way; 
but he met thenJ boldly, overcame them, and left them behind him, 
monuments of his energy and courage. 

Before his death these qualities bad brought him to where his path
way was broader and smoother, and the outlook for his future 1nore 
bright and cheering. .A.ud then he died; died in the prime of life, died 
of over,vork; died of the earnest and exhausting labor he gave to tho 
interests of his couutry and his constit.uents, \.Vhicb was greater thau 
his physical powers, never strong, could endure. 

My colleague has tol<l of the different honorable positions held by 
Mr. Clark, b.v the favor of those a1nong ,vhom he liYed and ho,v he 
perforn1ed the duties attached to them. He held at one tin1e a posi. 
tiou, not by eleclion, but by my appointment; that brought us into 
close and cordial relat ious. I had the honor to hold during the first 
three years of our ci\·il \Yar, the ,var of the rebellion, as it is in my 
judgment properly called, the office of Governor of the loyal State of 
Iowa. aud thereby was charged ,vith the duty of raising and organiz
ing the volunteers called for from that State for the preservation of 
the Union. I needed, to aid me in that work the services of son1e 
bright, earnest, euergetic, active young men. J.\,Jr. Clark was one of 
them; my colleague (\V. B. Allison), (I trust he " 'ill pardon me,) was 
another. Largely by their aid and lhe aid of others, associated with 
them in giving form and direction to the patriotism of our young men, 
the quota. of l o\va's soldiers ,vas always full; and I n1ust be allowed to 
say in this presence, where n1en ,vho fought on the same side ,vith 
them, and men ,vho foug ;1 t against them, no better or braver soldiers 
fought under either flag in that, unhappy st.rife. 

As a citizen, Rush Clark was orderly, la,v-ahiding and public
spirited; as a neighbor, kind, generous and helpful; as a friend, truA 
and tru!-ty; as a husband and father, kind, lo,·ing and dev-oted. 

The scene on the arrival of his remains at his home showed the 
estimation in which he ,vas held by his neighbors, those who kne"v 
him best, and to ,vhom his sudden death had given a great and pain
ful shock. It was late at night ,vhen the train carrying his corpse 
reached our quiet to,vn, and yet the depot and the street, between that 
and his home were filled by his frieuds and neighbors, who ca1ue to 
testify by their presence, their respect for hilli and their sorro\v for his 
loss, and who on the next day followed him to our quiet cemetery, 
where his mortal re1uains, "rest in peace.' 1 

When \Ve look about us and see death choosing his victin1s, ,ve 
sometimes wonder \Vhy the idler is left, and the active, earnest ,vorker 
is called a .. vay; why those in Lhe pride and vigor of their 1nauhood a.l'e 
taken, and those who are older and perhaps ,veary of life are permitted 
to remain. We do not kno\v why; ,ve kno\V that God who does all 
things well, so wills it, and we bo,v in submission to His will. We 
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only know that he to ,vhose memory we do honor to-day, bas gone 
before us to learn the mysteries of that other life jn which we all 
believe, as to ,vbich many fear so much, and as to which all hope so 
much and kno\.v so little. 

If it be true, as many believe, that the best service ,ve can render 
here to the Great Father of all, is to give strength to the "'eak and 
help to the helpless of His children, then my friend has done his proper 
,vork " 'el1. 

If it be true, as many believe, that in the other life we shall be assignell 
to do the ,vork for \\' hich our mental and moral development here has 
best fitted us, then my friend there ,vill be given important ,vork to do. 

If it be true, as 1uany believe, and it is becoming very pleasant for 
me so to believe, that in the other life \\'8 shall kno,v anrl enjoy the 
society of those ,,Te knew and lo,,.ed here, then my friend ,vho has gone 
before is enjoying pleasant communings in his new home, and ,vaits 
,vith patient longing the coming of those whom he loved and. left 
behind. 

After the entrance of Gov. Kirk"1ood upon his duties as 
Secretary of the Interior, when stories in regard to him ,vere 
in order, Gov. Vance, of North Carolina, made his contribu
tion to them as follows: 

' When two years since I made my maiden speech in the Senate, I was 
particularly gratified by the respectful attention paid by all the Sen
ators, and made ,v hat I thought, and what 1uy friends 'l.fterwards assured 
me, was a good speech. The principal theme upon " 'hich I dwe1a "' as 
the acquisition of territory under Democratic administrations, and upon 
this I laid great stress. At the conclusion Senators cro,vdetl about to 
cougratutate me, and among others ca.me Kirk,vood, of lO\V:t, ,vho 
shaking my hand heartily said: ' \'r ell, Governor, you rnade a pretty 
good speech; I used to be a Democrat myself, used to talk a.bout the 
acquisition of territory by the Democrats; but if it had not been your 
maiden speech I should have taken the liberty to ask you a question.' 
'\Vell why didn't you do it, Kirkwood, I have no doubt I should have 
been glad to reply. What ,vas it?' 'Why,' replied Senator Kirk
'"ood, 'it ,vas this: When you ,vere talking about the great acquisition 
of territory by the Democrats, I ,vanted to ask you, if it had noL been 
for us 'Black Republicans,' if you Democrats ,vonldu't, ha,·e taken 
out a greal deal more territory than you brought in?' ·Kirk,vood,' I 
replied, 'if you had cut me off at the legs that way, I should have 
\\'anted to shoot you on the spot.' 

Iu tho presidential canvass of 1880. Indiana wa::; regarded 
as a pivotal State, and the best speakers in the Republican 
ranks ,vei·e eent thei·e to do some heavy work. Au,ong them 
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Judge Nourse and l\:1r. Kirkwood, from Io,va, spent some 
three weeks on the stump in that State. The following are 
a couple of speeches (leliverecl by Mr. I{. in Indianapolis at 
different ti1nes: 

Being introduced by General Coburn as ex-Governor, and 
present United States Senator, from Iowa, after loud and 
continuous cheering, Mr. Kirkwood said: 

I have been engaged for so1ne five weeks past, three weeks in my 
,i,vn State, and t,vo weeks in this State, in speaking to audiences, and 
dPsired to rest to•day. But as you desire rue to speak I ,vill detain 
,\'

1lu for a short time. I think I ,voul<l not have spoken at all were it 
not for an occurence that happened yesterday. I ,vas at the neighbor
ing town of Green Castle addressiug a very large audience, and there 
,,·as put into my hands a handbill relating to t.be question of the tariff. 
It purported to be a letter, or a card published by Mr. Goldback, presi
dent of the Jeffersonville Glass \Yorks. You may know him. I do 
uot. He is a Democrat and a supporter of General Hancock. He 
appears to have become aroused by the very apparent objection on the 
pa.rt of a great many people to a further endorsement of the Domo
cratic party, because of its position on the tariff question. 'This hand
bill to which I refer has been circulated very extensively at Republi
can meetings in the southern part of the State, and the writer gives 
his reasons for thinking that the manufacturing interests of the coun
try will be at least as safe in the hands of the Democratic party, as in 
the hands of the Republican party. I will not read yon all of it, but 
he says that 

GENERAL HANCOCK IS A PENNSYLVANIAN 

and that he \Vill not do anything that will injure the iron, glass an<l 
other industrial interests of that great State. Now my friends, as I 
have said, I have been spending five weeks in the campaign, and have 
been during that time laboring to induce the American people not io 
,·ate for General Hancock, [cheers] but I have not said one reproach
fnl word of him. I have never said anything to blacken his character 
11 r to degrade him in the eyes of the American people, and I do not 
1 1 tend to do so, although I do in ten cl to speak all the time from novr 
1 i 11 the second of November endeavoring to defeat his election. [Loud 
•<1eers and cries of ••So will all of us."] But I ,vant to say this: If I 

1 lieve what is contained in this bill to be true, I ,vould have to say 
1 1 tt h8 is an until. man for an honorable man to vote for. [Cheers.] 
t ,,•t me explain why the representatives of the DemocraLic party met 

1 convention at Cincinnati, and laid down the principles of the party. 
hey nominaterl a president to carry out those principles. And what 

1 11.) they eay upon the sqbject of the Ta,1·iff, They say they arehl favot 
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of " Tariff for revenue only.,, They are not in favor of protection at 
all. Gen. Hancock accepted that nomination on the platform of that 
convention. If what this gentleman says is true, then it must also be 
true that Gen. Hancock accepted the nomination 

INTENDING TO DECEIVE AND BETRAY 

the very men upon whose votes he depends for election. [Loud 
cheers.] If that be true he is seeking the presidency under false pre
tenses, [renewed cheers] and I am here to defend him from that gross 
charge. It is not true; it can't be true, General Hancock is said to be 
an honorable man, and I know not to the contrary. And if he be an 
honorable man, he cannot mean to deceive and betray the very men 
by whose votes he will gei into the presidential chair. if be ever gets 
there, f)aughter] which I do not think will occur. [Cheers and voices 
''That's ,vhat we all think."] If ,vhat this gentleman says be true, and 
I am told that Hancock's friends through Indiana are saying the same 
thing, he ought to r eceive the votes of no men but policy perldl~rs, 
bunco dealers. and three card monte men. [Shouts of laughter aud 
loud cheers.] The American people Jove fair play; they lo,e pluck, 
they love courage, they love to ha,e a man stand by his own colors, 
say just ,vhat he is and just what he means and means all that he says. 
[Cheers.] And I say again that I am here to defend General Hancock 
against the infamous charge that he 

INTENDS TO DECEIVE AND BETRAY 
-4,, 

the Democratic party. J f you men are attached to a tariff for protec-
tion, and if you think that the declaration of the Democrats in conYen
tion against that tariff is ,vrong, then I think you ought not to go with 
him at all. [Cheers.J It is said the good Lord detests a liar and a 
co,vard. I believe He ought to detest both, and I am here before this 
audience, to defend before the American peop]e, the fame and char
acter of General Hancock against the gross charge ,vhich his political 
friends in Indiana make against him. 

Now turning to another subject let me call your attention to the 
three ideas held in this country in regard to tbe constitutional powers 
of our government. One ,vas that we are not a Nation, but a league 
of States, and that any State might go ,vhen it pleased; that ,vas the 
southern Democratic doctrine. The northern wing of the Democratic 
rbnrch are not quite so \Yell grounded in the faith. [Laughter.] They 
held that a State had no right to go. but that if it pleased to go the 
other States had no power to stop it from going. [Laughter and 
cheers.] The Republican party believed aud still believes that this is 
a Nation, one Nation, one Nation and not thirty-eight Nations. 
[Cheers J That this people is oue people. not thirty-eight peoples. 
[Renewed cheers.] They believe that this government has the PO"'er 
and should have the power of preserving its life ,vhenever that life is 
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,hr~atened. They believe it should have the power to enforce its o,vn 
l.~ws throughout the length and breadth of our land. (Cheers.] These 
are the three theories: Now if the Republican party had held to the 
faith of either southern or northern Democracy you ,vould not have 
tny government to-clay. If Lincoln and his advisers had been of the 
,a.me opinion that Buchanan and his advisers ,vere, and that there 
was no power in the government to save its o,vn life and to save the 
Union, which ,vas its life, then our southern friends ,vould have gone 
unchecked and our Union would have been destroyed. [Cheers.] If 
there is a Democratic soldier here (a voice "'.fhere's not many of them 
around") I want to say to him ,vhen you went to the south, you fought 
for the Republican idea that this government had the power to save 
its o,vn life. You announced your belief in that idea by 

GOING DO\'\'N SOUTH TO SHOOT 1\IEN 

who entertained the contrary belief. [Loud cheers.) How comes it 
you don't entertain the same belief now. You were :fighting then for 
Republican princ:iples. You believed them to be right, and just, and 
necessary. How comes it, I ask, that you no,v vote for the very 
reverse of the principles you then fought for? [Loud cheers.] It is 
not for me to say ,vhat the reason is. But, I tell you, I don't under
stand it. I live in the State of Iowa, ,vhere they have a Republican 
majority of 60,000, and 

WE CAN'T UNDERSTAND 

what is the ruatter with you Indiana people. [Laughter.] You have 
had the same advantages ,ve have had. You have ahvays bad a free 
press, aud free schools, and free speech. You have had all the ad van
tages that we seemed to, all the people of tbis great North\vest and 
t . e Upper J'l,,lississippi River have had. Why should you be the only 
one of all these States: Illinois, Ohio, Michigan, Minnesota, Iowa, 
Kansas, Nebraska-the very center of this great empire. Why is it 
that there is auy doubt ho,v you stand? '\Vhy is it that you will 
allo,v yourselves to be Lhe tassel on the end of the tai I of the Southern 
kite, to be laughed at by all of your neighbqrs a1:ound? LA number 
of voices " It is because we are too near Kentucky. They send us too 

1 1nany votes."] Well, now gentlemen it is time \Ye ,vero breaking up 
l his meeting, and you ,vere going a ,vay. [Voices, ' ' No, no! go ahead! 
gh·e'em thunder.] Well, as you want me to, I will consume a little 
1nore of your time. It is said of us Republicans tha t when we ad<lress 
iudiencesin the Northern States, we endeavor to excite their prejudice 

,tnd keep alive the old feelings engendered by the war. In short, that 
\\'C flaunt the bloody shirt. N o,v my friends I have a profound respect 
for the bloody shirt. [Loud cheers.] I sent to the field from my o"'' n 
8tate of Io,va, 50,000 as brave men as ever marched. Mn.ny of them 
wore the bloody shirt before they returned home. [Cheers.] J'l,,lany 
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of them were buried in their bloody shirts, and never came home. I 
say that the bloody shirt to me symbolizes patriotism as pure, aud 
devotion to duty as earnest, and courage as splendid as this world bas 
ever seen. [Enthusiastic cheers.] I say to you I have seen men living 
and dead 

WEARING THE BLOODY SHIRT, 
• 
the latchet of whose shoes no Northern man who sneers at it is worthy 
to unloose. [Rene-\ved cheering.] I have a profound respect for it 
and I have a profound contempt for the spirit that will urge any 
Northern man to sneer at it. [Great applause.] If you want to know 
what it means, go around to every to"•nship in your county and you 
,vill find wives ,vbose husbands and children and fathers ,vore the 
bloody shirt, and they ,vill tell you that it means the highest ser"Vtce 
to the country by vrhich the life of e-very citizen bas been protectf•d. 
They say we are endeavoring to keep alive the ill "'ill and passions 
engendered by the rebellion. They s:iy these men are as much 
attached to the Union and to the principles that hold it together as 
we are. I wish I could beleive that. (Cheers.] Let me tell you 
something now, and you can test it for yourselves. It has happened 
that I have during the last few years traveled through a number of 
the Southern States, Virginia, South Carolina, Georgia, l\Iissic:sippi, 
Alabama and Louisana. I will tell you what I sa'n' there; yon can say 
whether I am right in m, opinion. I saw in those States monuments 
built by the citizens in memory of men ,vho died in the rebel army. 
In the city of Augusta, Georgia, there is a monument-the most beau• 
tiful I ever saw, in honor of Stone" all Jackson and Lee, and other 
confederate captains. It is coYeretl over with inscriptions reciting 
the sacrifices and patriotism of the men iu ,vhose honor it ,vas erected. 
During last year, ,vhile Congress ,vas in session, a 1nouument ,vas 
dedicated in one of the counties of Virginia I forget no,v what 
county it ,vas, but it was not much more than gun shot from the city 
of Washington, in memory of men of Virginia from that county, who 
died in the rebel ar1ny, and upon it was inscribed that these men had 
died in defense of constitutional liberty. If that be true I ,vant to 
kno,v what you boys who went do,vu there fought for. Again before 
the war, there \Yas in the State of Virginia, a uniYersity called by the 
name of Washington. Since the war they have changed that name. 
No,v it is the University of Washington and-not Lincoln, oh no, but 

\YASIIINGTON AND LEE, 

Robert E. Lee, the great rebel captain, and he ,vas a great captain. 
The name of Robert E. Lee, who did all he could to destroy this 
countr) i,; associatecl on terms of crp1ality ,yith that of G·eorge \Yash
ington. I a1n a native of the State of iiaryland, I ·was born and 
brought up in that State. ~~hen I arrived at years of maturity and 
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good sense, I made up my mind that the best thing I could do was to 
go "''estaud grow up with the country. But in Baltimore the leading 
city of my native State, the Common Council during the present year 
passed an ordinanc' appropriating out of the public treasury from the 
taxes collected from Repub1icans and Democrats, money to build a 
monument in one of their most public streets, in memory of the young 
men ,Yho went from Maryland, and in violation of their own prin
riples that a man must stand by the State in which he lived, joined 
the rebel army, and died in the war, and nothing but the good sense 
of Mayor Latrobe prevented the scheme from being carr ied out, 
and the monument erected. No,v I ,vant to make one or two obser
vations. The men who build these monuments and who associate 
Lee on terms of equality with Washington, believe in what they are 
doing. or else they are acting the most infamous lie ever imposed upon 
this conntry. They do believe those principles to be true and sacred 
and holy, and that these men died in that cause, and they teach their 
children and their children's children the same lesson that they learned, 
and they are handing down those teachings just as we are handing 
down the contrary. And if their young men are the legitimate sons 
of their fathers and not bastards; if they should be as brave as their 
fathers were and are; if they are men with red blood in their veins and 
not co~rards, then it must be that when we, the men of this day, 
have passed a,Yay-and the time is short with some of us-when their 
children and our children become the men of action, then these men 
will strike for that holy cause for which their fathers died. I ~vish I 
could believe that these men are as truly attached to the Union as we 
:ire. I tell you it is my firm belief, I believe it in every fibre of my 
being, that the only true and safe course, the only manly course is to , 
see to it that in our day, that for which our boys fought and died 
shall not be put, to any unnecessary risk. [Loud and continued cheer. 
ing.] 

The following is the speech made at another time in the 
same place. Being introduced as a United States Senator 
from Iowa, Mr. Kirkwood said : 

Your chairman has informed you rightly that I had no expectation 
of addressing an audience in Indianapolis to-night. At the request 
of some of your people I came into your State ,vith a friend of mine, 
Judge Nourse, on l\ilonday last, and ,ve have been engaged chiefly in 
the rural districts in preaching the gospel of Republicanism as ,ve 
Iowa people understand it. [Cheers.] I had no expectation of being 
here, or being here, of being ca11ed upon to address the Republicans 
of Indianapolis. But as I am here and have been called upon I must. 
follow the Iowa rule of never shirking a duty, [cheers] and therefore 
will detain you briefly. This is stated to be a meeting of the business 
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men, and the working men of Indianapolis. In Iowa we consider 
the business men and the working 1nen all one. They are all business 
men. Every man ,vho earns a dollar by honest labor is a business 
man with us, aad ,ve think that the interests of the men who manage 
our mercantile institutions, and those who serve as mechanics should 
be and are alike. It is because we do this that we get along without 
much trouble in Iowa, as son1e of you perhaps know. [Laughter and 
cheers.] I will say a few words in regard to the present political con
test and its relation to the business interests as I understand the1n. 
Whalever financial legislation ,ve ha,e had for the last twenty years, 
either during the war or since the ,var, has gro,vn out of the "·ar. 
The legislation we had during the war was mainly directed to raising 
money to carry it on; and what financial legislation we ha,e had 
since t-he "'ar, has been mainly directed to securing the payn1ent of 
the debt contracted in carrying it on. [Cheers.] When ,ve emerged 
from ci,il war, our debt was enormous; it was so large that I haYe 
often thought that if \.\'8 northern people hnd known when we 
entered upon the enterprise of putting down t,he rebellion, that it would 
ha,e cost so much in money, and so much in what was more valuable 
than money-I mean the lives of the people-v,e would have been 
afraid to have undertaken it. And then I ha,e thought "'e ought to 
thank God we did not know. [Applause.] When we footed up the 
books after the war was oyer we owed $3,000,000,000. Many men 
believed we could not pay it ; many believed that this nation must 
necessarily become bankrupt. The Republican party at that time was 
charged ,vi th the administration of public affairs, and they felt that 
it \.vas the duty of the people of this country to pay that debt, if it 
could be done. And they felt so for these r easons : Because there 
are ahvays simple reasons underlying all great actions. We felt that 
"'e o,ved it to those who came to our relief in the hour of peril, that 
we should pay that debt. It seems to be a part of God's dealings ,vith 
nations, that war should come to them, and those who have read 
history know that a large part of it is made up of the wars that differ
ent nations have been engaged in. To carry on a war, a protracted 
and exhausted war, money must be borro,ved. To borrow money, 

A NATION MUST HA. VE CREDIT, 

a. good name. The men who were men of action before we became 
such, our fathers, boasted that our nation had a good name, and we 
were regarded the world o,er as an honest nation, as an honest 
people, because they had been so careful of us and for us. When our 
time of action came, ,ve " 'ere enabled to go before the world as the 
honest sons of honest fathers. We said, ''we are honest people, and if 
you will lenct us money in this time of our great peril, ·we ,vill pay, 
if it is possi!1le for us to do so.'' ,~, e felt , the Republican Party felt, 
that the men of this day ought to do for their children and those who 
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come after them, what had been done by our ~athers for us, so that we 
might hand down to them the honor and the good name of this nation 
untouched and untarnished, as we received it from our fathers 
[Loud cheers.] This ,vas one reason ,vhy ,ve thought ,ve ought to pay 
the debt. Another reason was because common honesty demanded it 
should be paid. We haYe gone upon this idea and have undertaken 
to pay it, and I think ,ve have been moderately successful. [Cheers.J 
Already nearly one third of that debt is ,viped out and gone- nearly 
one-third of the load of principal has been taken off our shoulders. 
[Cheers.] And the interest that in 1865 was nearly $150,000,000, is now 
less than $80,000,000. (Continued cheering.] I mnst not go over all 
that, because your patience woul<l not allo,v it. But I have one or 
two remarks to make in regard to this debt, that should be impressed 
upon every audience to whom the subject is named. It is alleged 
against those ,vho loaned us money when we needed it so badly that 
they 

SPECULATED ON THE WANTS AND PERILS OF THE NATION. 

In other words, that when they bought bonds, they did not pay for 
them their face value in coin. That is true. They sold at times as 
low as thirty-eight and forty cents, although the average price was a 
little o,·er se,·enty cents. The price of the bonds went up and went 
down, just as the flag went up and went down. [Cheers.] When it 
looked as if the ,var must be a failure, our bonds were of a less 
value, and ,vhenever we had a victory our bonds rose. Why did they 
not sell at their full ,yalue? Just because men had to take the risk 
that they never might be paid. If our govern1nent had gone down, 
I don't think these bonds would have been "·orth much more than 
our Democratic friends prophesied they would be, when they said that 
the bonds ,vhich the goYernment ,vas trying to sell ,vould be only val
uable to put on the walls of barber shops as ornaments. In talking 
with the people I have earned the rigbt and used the right before I 
earned it, to say what I think, although it may not be altogether 
agreeable to those who hear me, I have a theory about public speak
ing. A speaker who is afraid or ashamed to say ,vhat he honestly 
thinks is true, provided he speaks in respectful language, is not 
,vorthy to be listened to. (Cheers.] An audience that cannot listen 
with patience to opinion~ that do not agree with their pre-conceived 
ideas, ,vheu those opinions are expressed in respectful la:nguage, is not 
worthy to be talked to. [Laughter and cheers.J Now I hear some 
men say that these men speculated upon the interests of the nation, 
and they call them a great many pet names, suf'h as Shylocks, sharks 
and I don't know ,vhat else. (Laughter.] 

What ·were you men doing during that same time, you farmers, 
merchants and mechanic.s of Indiana? Just what we people of Iowa
we loyal people of Iowa-were doing. You ,vere selling your produc-
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tions in prices ba ed upon the currency, which were far above their 
intrinsic value in coin. How much ,vas pork here in Indiana? Ten 
dollars a hundred? It was in Iowa. I kno,v wheat sold at $2.50 to $3.00 
per bushel. I know of one soun,J De1nocrat in my State who held his 
wheat for three years, and declared he would 11e,·er sell it for those 
worthless bits of paper. It did the pulsations of my heart good " 'hen 
he had to sell it for $1.50. [Loud laughter.] But were you speculating 
upon the interests of your country ,vhen that country was in peril? 
Why, no. You were simply doing an honest, fair, square thing ,vhen 
yon took pa : for your commodities in a circulating medium that might 
h,tve become as ,vorthless as the bonds; be ·ause if the Government 
bonds ,vent do \'ll, the greenbacks would ha Ye gone down also. The 
men ,vho took the bonds and who took the greenbacks, took with 
them the risk that they would get nothing for their money or their pro
ductions. [Cheers.] I never owned Govern1nent bonds in my life, and 
I never expect to, if I were able I would like to. [Laughter.] But it is 
one of the strangest phases in the strange panorama of American poli
tics, that so many of the American people spend their strength in 
denouncing the men who sold your bonds and bought your bonds 
during the war, but who have no denunciation for the men, who by 
bringing on the rebellion, made it necessary to sell and hold the bonds. 
[Loud cheers.] But this is a business men ,s meeting, and not a politi
cal meeting. and I am afraid I am talking politics. [Laughter.) I want 
to go on with this matter a little further. 

CERTAIN FINANCIAL MEASURES, 

have produced certain results, aud they are before the country. Th43 
leading measures were the public credit act of 1869, the refunding act 
of 1870, and the resun1ption act of 1875. All of these acts were passed 
by Congress, when the Republicans had control of both houses, and 
they were resisted by the Democratic party in Congress. Two years 
and four years ago the Democratic orators who traveled over our State, 
and I have no doubt it \Yas the same in your State, foretold to the 
people of the country the enormous disasters that " 'ould come if these 
financial measures of the Republican party should be continued, and 
urging that some new ruanagement should be substituted for it. But 
the Republican party d11, not yield. lt stood firmly, patiently, cour
ageously against the st.vrm of misrepresentation and abuse that was 
poured upon it. It stood there grandly, bravely and patiently, as dur
ing the war, believing it was right, and because it ,vas right God 
would see that the right should triumph. (Cheers.] The American 
people love t,vo things dearly-

FAIR PLAY AND PLUCK. 

The financial policy was based upon fair play, which means honesty, 
and they showed a pluck and courage during that financial struggle 
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which entitles them to the confidence of the American people, instead 
of the prophesies of these political Jeremiahs being fulfilled; that 
,vhich was prophesied and predictetl by Lhe Republican party has come 
true, and good tin1es and prosperity have been brought back. Now 
that a good business period has come, ,vhat are you going to do about 
it? The question snbmitLed to the American people is, if the Repub
lican policy has p~·oduced these results, what have you to say about it ? 
You business men, are you satisfied with things as they are? (Loud 
cries of "Yes, we are. ''J Then you should see to it that you give it 
your ca.reful, earnest endorse1nent, and say that there should not be 
any change. I am told some of our Democratic friends say that there 
will be no change in the fin:lncial policy if they are allo,ved to control 
it. But I should like to know when they became converted to that 
theory. I have been told it often and often, and I think it is sound 
com1uon sense, that it is not ,vise or prndent to put out a child to be 
nursed in the hands of those ,vho think for so1ne reason, it never ought 
to have been born [Laughter and applause], and ,vho have always been 
prophesying while it lived that it ?.'ould die soon. (Rene,yed laughter.] 
It is better to trust the nursing to those who think it had a right to be 
born, and being born, it has a right to li-ve. [Loud cheers. ] Now if this 
financial policy is to continue, leave it in the hands of 

THE 1\1EN ,vBo HA VE DEFENDED A.ND STOOD BY IT. 

Is not this a common sense thing to do? If it is a good policy ,vhy 
take the power away from the men who have carried it out, and put in 
the hands of men who said it ,vould l>ring disaster if it was established. 
Is there any common sense in that? It is for you busines, men to say. 
Some of you think you kuo,v more about business than other men. 
Perhaps you do and perhaps you don't. [Laughter.] But if you thinkit 
is safe, wise and prudent to entrust the carrying out of this policy to 
the hands of those who haYe always denounced it, until they wanted to 
get into office, then I t':iink: you do not exhibit that degree of common 
sense which business men ought to have. [Laughter and cheers.] If 
this policy is to be changed, ,vhat are you to have in the place of it ? 
Does any man kno,v? H as any man told you what will be substituted 
for it if it is to be changed'? Then I again r epeat the question, is it 
,vise or prudent to abandon that which has brought you the present 
prosperity? I put this to the sharp, keen, shrewd judgment of the 
bnsiness men of Indianapolis. If this is n c,t your view then l'n1 glad I 
don't live here. [Laughter and cheers.] Now I want to talk to you busi
ness men, to every man who is willing to earn an honest dollar by an 
honest day's work, and who is carrying on any business necessary to 
the well being of the vast society in ,vhich we live. Our Democratic 
friends say we talk too mnch about the financial policy having brought 
prosperity. They say it ,vas not the financial management that did it, 
but it is because Providence chose to bring us good crops. That is so, 
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but they ought to argue fair. T'"' O years ago and four years ago they 
toJd you that the hard times were the result of the financial misman
agement of the Republican part.v, and no,v ,vhen the nation has become 
prosperous, they say the financial policy had nothing to do ,vith it. Is 
that fair? 

THEY SAY PROVIDENCE DID IT. 

Well, I have been in difficult circumstances several times in my 
life, and whenever I have felt that Providence ,vas on my side, I had 
an abounding conT"ictidn that I should come out right. If it be true 
that Providence has interfered on our side, then the Democratic party 
n1ight just as well giYe up the contest [laughter and loud cheers], 
because when the Republicans and Providence both fight against them, 
they will stand no chance. But take a hard, common sense view of 
this thing. Of course Republican legislation did not bring thP, country 
bad crops or good crops, but yet it had much to do with the present 
prosperity. No n1echanic or farmer can work with bad tools. So the 
business of this great country cannot be done ,vithout a sound dollar, 
and a sound dollar has come because you have got honest money, and 
it is because we have given the people of this country that kind of 
money that the workshops ha,e been re-opened, and the fires have 
been re-lighted, and e,erything h~s gone on '\\1 ell. If you are sensible 
men, you will let things alone and will run no risk about it. A few 
words more and I ,vill relieve you. It is said with a great deal of con
fidence, and many men believe it, that this country is about to be 
turned over to the party that is controlled to-day, and will be by the 
men who tried to destroy the government. I don ·t believe that, but 
,ve don't kno,v what is in the future. We Republicans, however, will 
have this consolation, if we do turn it over, our successors will find it 
in far better condition than it was when we received it twenty years 
ago. [Cheers.] 

Then, the temple of our Union "was shattered," to use the lan
guage of a member of Congress from Virginia before the war, "from 
turret to foundation stone.'' We have since cemented it with the blood 
of our best men, ancl it stands to-day as strong as ever, glorious and 
exceedingly beautiful. When we received it we had t,vo flags in it
the stars and stripes, "old glory,'' you know, and another that they 
called the stars and uars. To-day thank God we have but 

ONE FLAG ALL OVER OUR LAND. 

[Applause.] A flag dishonored and disrespected by too large a portion 
of our people, but honored, loved and respected and adored by all the 
rest. We have done another thing during the time we have had pos
session of the government. We have worked a miracle, and the only 
modern miracle that I know anything about. We have converted four 
millions of chattels into four millions of people, and that flag that 
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wayes so proudly to-day does not wave over a slave. The credit of our 
nation that was, as you ,vere told by Ivlr. Smith, so poor dw·ing the 
last Democratic administration that we had to submit to a shave of 
eleven cents on the dollar when selling our sixes of 1861; the credit of 
that government, that fifteen years ago was thought to be bankrupt, 
is to-day h"gher and brighter and stronger than that of any govern
ment on God's earth. [Applause.] Its four per cent. bonds to-day 
bear in the money market of the world a premium of from nine to ten 
per cent. '.fhat difference exists bet'\veen the government as it will be, 
if we have to turn it over, and as it was ,vben we received it. And there 
is another difference. When ,ve got it, the liberty-lo-ving men through
out the world looked upon it with pity and sorrow, because they 
thought the Great Republic was going do,vn, and that the experiment 
being tried here, whether men were capable of sclf-goverment or not, 
,vas to be decided against their ability to maintain self-government. 
l\ifen in the Old ,v orld, and all through the world, vrho believed that 
men were not capable of self-go,·ernruent, men who oelieve<l in mon
archicalgoYernment and not in freego,·ernment, gloated over the idea 
that the Republic was going do,-vn and the experiment being made 
,vhether men are capable of self-government, was a failure. If we 
shall have to hand 1his go,·ernmeut over to-day, we shall hand it over 
,vhen liberty-loving people throughout the whole length and breadth 
of this land, and all the liberty-loving people of the world are looking 
np to it again as a beacon light and exemplar, when it is teaching 
every nation of the world that free governments among men are a 
realty [applauso], and when all liberty-lo,·ing people in all liberty
loving lands are learning from us the lesson that governments ·•of the 
people, by the people and for the people'' still exists, aitd may exist in 
all the nations of the earth. [Applause]. We will have the consolation 
of knowing, if we have to turn it o-vcr, that it is in a better condition 
than when we got it. 

I must make another remark. Mr. Smith bas said to you that if 
the Republican party is turned out of the control of the administration 
of your affairs, and the Democratic party succeeded, 

THE SOUTHERN WING OF THAT PARTY WILL CONTROL 

the policy of that party. Does any man doubt thnt? I think that no 
man of my age can doubt it. It has been so continuously. They have 
always dictated the policy and the candidates of the party, and the 
northern wing of the party have submitted, sometimes cheerfully, and 
sometimes not so cheerfully, but they have always submitted. When 
the southern wing of the party took snuff, the northern wing always 
duly sneezed. [Applause]. When the southern wing whistled the 
northern wing came and barked at whatever and whoever they were 
told to bark at. Has not that been so? Why is it so? It is because 
the men of those States are men of stronger, of sterner determination 
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than our northern Democratic politicians are. They control the policy 
of their party to-day in bolh bous~s of Congress. If Gen. Hancock 
should become President of the United States he ,vill have to go 
,vith them, t!Ubmit to them, and be guided by their policy. He "·ill 
baYe to submit to the fate of J ohn 1'yler and Arrdy Johnson, and make 
bis administration a failure, by being compelled to rely upon the n1cn 
who refused to vote for h im after abandoning the men that did Yote 
for him. I was talking on this subject not long ago in my o,vn State 
with a hard-headed, sharp-,vitted Scotcliman-a great many Scotch
men are that k ind of men, ha.rd-headed and keen-witted-,vho "'as an 
ardent Republican, and in talking of this unfortunate subserviency of 
the northern Democracy to the southern Democracy, he saic.l to rue, 
'•Governor, ''-they call me that in Io,va- •·President Lincoln made one 
grand mistake.,, I reflected a 1noment and could not think " 'hat he 
meant and asked him. '•Why," said he, '•President Lincoln, when he 
issued his emancipation proclamation freeing the blacks from their 
soutllern masters, ought to have included the northern Democracy as 
well. ,, [Laughter and applause]. 

Now look here, you business men proper, you who attend to 
stores, banks and law offices and affairs of that kind, let me say a '"ord 
to you. I have been a lawyer and have been vexed in the State in 
which I live by hearing such men say, 

'' I DON'T CARE ANYTHING ABOUT POLITICS," 

''We have no tin1e to attend to politics,'' and all that sort of thing. It 
is because having a good deal to do with them, that I have the opinion 
that I am now about to express, aud that is that a man who has no 
time to attend to political affairs and ,vho does not attend to them, is 
not a good citizen, and does not do his duty, a nd don 't deserve to ha,-e 
a good government, if he cannot take time to take some part iu 
administering i t. And now, you business men-excuse me for talking 
so freely, it's a habit I have--see to it that bet,veen this and election 
day something is done that you can do, each man of you. Not any
thing unfair, not anything dishonest, but all that is fair, all that is 
honest in effecting that which you believe to be and know to be essen
tial to the ,velfare of your country, and therefore essential to your 
own welfare. And now, good night. [Long and continued applause]. 

A correspondent of the New York Herald, writing fro1n 
Indiana <luring this canvass, describing the different orators 
imported there by the two parties, the list containing most of 
the noted stump speakers of the country, says, of the 
'' homely, old pet and pride of Io,va: '' 

" One of the choicest products of the American school of oratory is 
Gov. Kirkwood of Iowa. Quaint in appearance, unique in thought, 
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and abundant in droll stories, he carries a cro,vd \Vith him inevitably. 
I don't know ho\v ruuch he costs, but he is ,vorth every cent of it. " 

During the senatorial contest in 1882 that resulted in the 
election of l\,lr. J. F. "rilson, and in which Gov. I{irk\\'<><ul 
,vas urged as a candidate by his friends, but which he refus<'d 
to become, an Indiana correspondent of the State Registe,·, 
,vrites: 

"If the Iowa Republicans ,vi.11 send Senator Kirkwood over to 
Hoosierdom, they will continue him in his senatorial career \vithout a 
skip, in recognition of his signal service in the last campaign, he beiug 
the most effective foreign stu1nper that spoke in that memorable cam
paign-making the most con ver:3ioua." 



CHAPTER XVIII. · 
Speech on Decoration Daq, 1884-Address at the State Fair, 1882- ' 

At the Linn County Fair in 1884-His Esti1nate of Iowa-Political 
Speech at Cedar Rapids in the Evening. 

WHAT .MIGHT HAVE BEEN, BAD THE SOUTH SUCCEEDED. 

On Decoration Day, in 1884, Gov. Kirkwood being one 
of the speakers, said: 

Mr. Chair1nan, Lad-ies and Gentlemen:-W e arEI here to-day in 
accordance with an honored custom, to express our reverence for the 
1nemory of the dead, and our gratitude to the living; to those ,vho, in 
the fierce struggle our nation had a few years ago for its existence, 
saved it. It sometimes seems to me that ,ve do not realize the valuP 
of ,vhat they did; that we do not realize what in all ht1man possibility 
" 'ould have follo,ved, if instead of triumphing in that contest, we had 
been defeated. Hoping that it may, and if anything can add to our 
feeling of honor for our dead and living soldiers, let me ask you to do 
this: Take a map of our broad country and trace in imagination a line 
across where would have been our southern line to-day, if the rebellion 
had succeeded. Have you ever tried it? Commence on the Atlantic 
coast. The most that we could have asked in the case of our defeat 
,vould have been to commence at the mouth of the Potomac River or 
Chesapeake Bay, across to the Ohio River and so do,vn to the J:\,lissis
sippi. When we get there.I don't kno,v whether we would have gone 
up stream or down stream, " ' e might have stopped there, or gone over 
to the southern border of Kansas, or on to the Pacific, bnt ,ve could not 
dictate if we had been unsuccessful. It ,vould have been for the suc
cessful to dictate, and for us to accept, and they might not haYe been 
willing to have accorded so much of ,vhat is no,v our common country. 
Take it at ,v hat I apprehend ,vould ha Ye been the very best, and,, hat 
would haYe been the consequence? Beyond this dividing line "·ould 
have been an embittered, hostile and angry population. Our southern 
brethren ,vith all of their friends, and they are many, have their faults 
and ,ve have ours. They are some,vhat arrogant and over-bearing, and 
they would have had no kindly feelings towards those who had come 
to wrest from them their every right. We on our side " 'ould have felt 
deeply grieved that our country was dismembered, and our nation 
destroyed, our government perhaps lost. Again, our northern brethren 
did not and do not yet entertain the same views in regard to our reve• 
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nue syste1n that the northern people do. They are more free traders 
than we are here. '\\Te would have had to establish cul)torn houses to 
prevent smuggling fro1n one si<le to the other side. What more? If 
,ve had failed and tht>y had ,,·on, then slavery woulcl have existed in 
all their portion of our country. and 1nPn " ·hom God made as He n1ade 
us, ,vould haye been sold as cattle in the market to•day. Naturally 
these enslaved men ,Youl<l baYe sought, to escape and cross the upper 
Potou1ac or the Ohio River, and in the snmruer season tbe ,Yater is 
low au<l in winter often bridged with ic 0

, and the escape easy. There 
would ha-ve been no fugitive slaxe la,v. Strangely perhaps but 
naturally, notwithstanding, the slave "'onld have sought to escape and 
go to our side to \vhat they thought to be, and what the soldiers during 
the war thought to he God's country. What \Vould haYe been the 
result? Border warfare, resulting in genf'ral ,varfare, a11d a struggle 
begun after a time by either side to conquer wholly the other. From 
all that, and the miseries and loss of life, the loss of p roperty that 
,vould ha,·e resulted from a war of that kind, "'e are saYed, and to-day 
thank God we are one people, our country is an un<livicled ,vhole, and 
our southern brethren are becoming reconciled to ,vhat they now see 
was for their best interest, although they did not so then belie-ve. No"· 
these consequences of failure have been saved to us by the dead ·who 
<lied to sa,-e thew. Shoul<l we not thon roverence the memo1ies of 
those who are dead, and be grateful to those who are living? Let me 
say a word to the sol<liers who hear n1e. You carry with you a great 
deal of the un,vritleu history of the war. ,,re have a history of the 
1novements of the army, and the history e,·en of the regin1en1 s, but 
the great un,vritten history of ho,v the soldiers lh ed in ea1up, ho,v 
they endured hardships and many anecdotes of.the " ·ar of the life of 
the soldier you have with you, and you will carry them with you to the 
gra"'e. Why not sa,·e the1n? There are thousands of anecdotes in the 
ruin<ls and memories of Iowa soldiers, which if saved in durable forn1. 
would tend to sho,v the lads of to-day, and tho~e yet unborn, what 
tho life of a soldier is. Let me relate to you a single anecdote brought 
to my mind of Col. John Scott. He \Yas in com1nand on the ,vest bank 
of the Mississippi river, and the east bank ,-vas in command of another 
officer w horn I do not remember. N e,vs came to the officer in command 
on the east side of the rh·er, that an extensh·e rai,l " 'as to bo made upon 
him, and that he intended to abandon bis post, and ad, ised Scott to 
do the same. There was no raid, and the result was that S<'oit ,Yas 
court martialecl and of course was in trouble. At that time I hap• 
pened to be Go,ernor of your State, and he bad ,vritten 1ne t,vo or 
three times, and he no,v wrote 1ne a Jetter in lhis way. ' D0ar G·ov 
ernor:-lf yon kno,v any man in Io,va ,vho is sure to be d,unned, who 
has no possible chance for salvation, I wish you "'onlcl send him 
down to me. for I have 1nore chances to s,vear here than any man 
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ought to have, ,..,ho has any chances in the hereafter.,, I thoup:ht 
over the matter and I could not think of a n1an in Iowa who was 
in that unhappy condition. The only men I could think of who 
,vere in that condition, ,vere the men who ,vere engaged in the gold 
room in Ne,v York. No,v here you men know hundreds of these 
anecdotes, and if you ,vonld only \.Vrite out, preser .. ve and send them to 
your Historical Rooms here, they would be ,vort.h a great deal more 
than many that are ,vritlen. They ,vould teach ,vhat the life of a sol
dier is, and that is \Yhat ,ye ought to know. A vrord more and I ,vill 
relieve you. In these clays much is being done to reconcile the some
" 'hat embittered feelings bet,Yeen the northern and southern people, 
antl it is being done successfully; I am glad of it. We are to-day the 
same people, our future must go together, and the sooner that the 
feelings engendered by the war can be laid a:-;ide and more kindly feel
ings prevail instead, the better. But thero is one thing I want to say 
to you. I ,,·ant you yourselYes never to forget, \\•hether citizens or 
soldiers. I ,vant you to teach your children and teach them to teach 
their children and their children's children to the end of time, that i11 
that fierce struggle that cost you so n1uch, that you were right and 
they were ,vrong. Ne,er forget it! Never! They believed they \\'ere 
right, they ,vere earnest and sincere in believing that they were right, 
but they were wrong. And no,.v, good bye . 

. At the a11nual fair of the Iowa State Agricultural Society 
in 1882, Gov. Kirkwood was selected to deliver the annual 
address which he did as follows: 

F ellow Citizens :-I shall uot attempt to teach the farmers of Io,va 
who hear me, how to raise crops and cattle; they probably think they 
kno,v more ou these subjects than I do, and perhaps they are right in 
so thinking. I propose instead to call their attention to some matters 
connected ,vith their pursuits, which in 1ny judgment touch their 
interests and the interests of all our people as ,vell. It goes, or should 
go without saying, that agriculture is the leading interest of Iowa, 
is that interest on which all others depend. 

I have procured from the ExecutiYe Department of our State a 
statement showing the portion of onr population liYing in towns :ind 
cities, and the portion living in the country on farms; also the assessed 
valuation for the purposes of taxation of real and personal property 
in town and country. 

Our population in 1880 \Vas 1,624,615; of this number there lived on 
farms 1,126,577; and in cities and to\.vns 498,028; the valuation of rea.l 
estate outside of cities and towns ,vas $247,156,682, and in cities and 
towns $66,714,222. 

Our sy11tem of assessing personal property does not distinguish 
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between country and town property, and therefore the separate valua
tion of each cannot be correctly given. 

The gentleman by whom the statement was prepared, Mr. Fleming, 
for several years private secretary in the governor's office, gives as an 
:ipproximation to correctness the value of live stock at $83,832,914 and 
credits the whole a1nount to the country, and the value of other per
sonal property at $40,904,486 and credits the whole amount to the 
cities and to\\ ns, which is sufficiently accurate for the present purpose. 
The assessed value of railroad property iu the State is $25,904,423. 

It thus appears that more than two-thirds of our people are directly 
engaged in farming and that n1ore than t\YO-thirds of the property of 
the State, counting farming lands a.nd personal property thereon, is 
in the hands of farmers. Nor is this all that shows the greater impor
tance of agriculture to our State. It is beyond dispute that a large 
portion of the residents of our cities and to,vns derive their employ-
1nents and profits from the farmer, and mainly upon him and his labor 
their prosperity depends. 

Is evidence needed to show that? If so it is not far to be sought. 
If a farmer, however large his farm or his family, ho,vever much he 
1nay diversify his industry and his products, shall year by year fall 
behind, that is year by year buy more than he sells. the inevitable 
result will be debt, and aftor awhile either a chauge in his mode of 
doing business or visits from the sheriff. 

Now our nation is a large family; has a magnificent domain and is 
snbject to the same conditions and the same results from the same 
<·onduct as a single farmer. During the war for the suppression of 
the rebellion we necessarily incurl'ed an enormous debt. Specie dis
appeared, depreciated paper money became abundant; speculation, or 
1nore correctly gambling, becaru.e the order of the day in all our busi
ness affairs. When the war was o,yer this condition continued and if 
possible became worse. Speculation ran riot. Even the farmer 
became infected; farms were mortgaged at ten per cent. interest '·to 
bring capital into the State," and "all went, merry as a marriage 
bell," until 1873 when the bell rang out a different peal and pay-day 
,vas upon us. 

During all these long years ,ve ha<l been buying more than we sold, 
and it seemed to many who did not understand the resources of our 
country, and the pluck and energy of our people, that immediate bank
ruptcy was before us. Frantic appeals ,vere made to the govern
ment for aid, but the govern1nent could do but little. One thing it 
did, a very good thing. It gave us a currency based upon specie, a 
thing as necessary to tbe proper transaction of business as is a steel 
plow to the cultivation of our prairie soil. 

Our farrners recovered their courage and \.Vent to \.Vork again. 
When I speak of farmers, I mean all who are engaged in the cultiva-
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tion of our soil, and who ,vin thereby the rewards that God gives to that 
honest industry. Our southern brethren prefer to call their farms 
plantations, and themselves "planters, 11 so be it. I care nothing for 
names and am concerned only with things. 

We raised great surplus crops of cotton, tobacco, wheat, corn and 
other grain and produced an im1nense surplus of provisions, all of 
which found a ready market abroad. In a few years things began to · 
look better. \>Ve were selling more than ,ve were buying. Gold began 
to flo,v into our country. Our silYer was retained at home, and both 
metals " 'ere largely in circulation, neither of them preferred to our 
paper money and all again became prosperous and happy. 

But last year our grain crop was a partial failure, and during the 
winter of 1880- 181, our cattle men lost heavily by its terrible severity. 

During every year from 1863 to 1873, ,ve had imported more than 
we exported, the excess of imports during the ten years being over 
one thousand millions of dollars, an average of more than one hun
dred millions of dollars per year. But, beginning with 1876, the tide 
turned. For that year the excess of exports was over $79,000,000; for 
1877, o,er $151,000,000; for 1878, over $257,000,000; for 1879, o·,er$264,-
000,000; for 1880, over $176,000,000; for 1881, over $257,000,000; an 
a,erage of over $195,000,000 per annum. But for the first nine months 
of the fiscal year ending ,f une 30th, 1882, the excess of exports was 
only a little over $65,000,000 a considerable portion of which if I mis
take not was wiped out during the last quarter of that fiscal year. 
The value of the exports of the products of agriculture during the 
fiscal year ending June 80th, 1881, amounted to over $720,000,000, and 
,vas larger than during any previous year in the history of the country. 
The value of such exports constituted 82t per cent. of the value of the 
exports of domestic merchandise from the United States for that year. 

I have been sometimes amused and sometime vexed at the almost 
total ,vant of apprehension on the part of many intelligent men of the 
relative importance of agriculture and others of our home industries. 
I ,vas conversing in Washington a year or two ago ,,·ith one of our 
prominent public men about the business interests of the country. He 
spoke of an investment in son1e business enterprise, perhaps the 
amount of capital engaged in national banking in one of our large 
cities, and said the investment amounted to $50,000,000. The words 
fell from his lips as if each word " ' eighed a ton, and he spoke of the 
men or the a,sociations that controlled the enterprise ,vitb the degree 
of deference equal to that of a London cockney, when speaking of a 
li,e lord. 

I laughed and said to him, $50,000,000 was quite a respectable sum 
of money, but that the poultry yards of the country produced every 
yPar a greater value. He appeared almost shocked, and asked what I 
meant; I replied that our population "'as as mucb as fifty millions of 
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people; that I felt sure that we consumed per capita more than a 
dollar's worth of eggs and poultry each year; and if so I was right in 
saying that the poultry yards of the country produced every year the 
value of fifty millions of dollars, of " 'hich he spoke with such profound 
deference. He was forced to admit that my calculation was a reason
able one, but I have ahvays since thought that he regarded me with a 
sort of suspicion, as a dangerous kind of person that had not a 
proper regard for "dignities." 

In looking at many other industries ,ve see money in large amounts 
controlled by a fevv individuals. In looking at the farming interests 
we see a great number of people each having a comparatively small 
amount of money, and hence ,ve unconsciously attach greater import
ance to the former than to the latter. 

But let us look at the matter rightly. I have shown that the 
assessed value of farming lands in Iowa, is $247,156,688. Treble that 
amount and you have probably a fair valuation of farming lands. 
$741,470,049. Add to this double the assessed value of live stock 
$96,645,828, and you have a total value of $838,135,877, as the farming 
capital of our State; and behind it as owners you have a farming 
population of 1,126,587, represented by 285,318 farmers living on their 
O\.vn lands; asking no man for leave to labor,depending upon their own 
industry and enterprise, and asking nothing, but that the good God 
,vill give them sunshine and rain in their season, that they may reap 
the fair reward of their labor. 

Let me make this matter clearer still. As already stated the value 
of agricultural products exported in tlle year ending June 80th, 1881, 
was over $729,000,000. Of this amount $270,000,000, ,vas for bread and 
bread stuffs; but mark, this was the amount of excess for exportation, 
after feeding our own 50,000,000 of people. Of the total exports for 
that year nearly $175,000,000 was for provisions, tallo,v and living 
animals; but again this was the excess for exportation after supplying 
the wants of our own people. And these enormous amounts are not 
"capital'' so-called, but are the earnings for a single year of that 
great capital invested in farming lands and owned by the true capital
ists, the farmers. 

Six months ago the outlook was decidedly squally. At one time 
last spring there were strong symptoms of a panic in Wall street. 
Gold was shipped abroad in considerable au1ounts. Our imports 
were enormous, our exports small. '.fhe men in Wall street who 
employ their time in ,selling stocks long or short, the men in Chi• 
cago who employ their time in selling grain long or short, the rail~ 
road men, the bankers, merchants, everybody was anxiously waiting, 
\.vatching, enquiring-about what ? The crops. Why ? Because 
they kne-.v upon the goodness of the cr ops depended th8 prosperity of 
the country. Happily for our country it is now probable that ,ve will • 
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catch fish. Again, we slaughter i'n this country a great many beef cat
tle; enough to supply our ho1ne demand and an excess to export, 
bssides ,vhat ,ve export alive. Each of these slaughtered animals fur
nishes a hide ,vbich brings to the seller a price. But ,ve do not pro-, 
d :1ce hides enough at home. In the fiscal year ending. June 30, 1881, 
,ve imported hides and skins and other furs to the value of $27,000,000, 
and these foreign hides brought into direct co1npetition ,vith those 
produced at home, ca1ne duty free. '"rould not a 1noderate duty on 
foreign hides afford a little protection to the cattle raisers of the coun
try, and enable the Government to dispense ,vith or lessen some other 
duty that no,v bears hardly on our people. It may be said hides are 
a raw material to the tanner. That is true, and it is just as true that 
the leather ma le by the tanner is the ra,v material to the shoemaker, 
yet the tanner ,vho makes the leather, and the shoemaker ,vho uses it, 
are both protected. I insist that it requires as much care and skill to 
raise a good, fat steer, as it does t.o convert the hide into leather,or that 
leather int,o shoes, a,ud the farmer ,vho raises him is as much entitled 
to protection as the tanner ,vho converts the hide into leather, or the 
slloemaker ,vho converts the leather into shoes. 

Again, some years ago at the close of the ,var, there ,vas for a time 
in this State a 111arket for flax stra,v. Then and sillce then flax has 
Leen raised in this State to a considerable extent, and the farmer could 
sell both the flax seed and the flax stra,v There ,vere t,vo establish
ments in the county in ,vhich I live, and others in other localities, 
engaged in converting stra,v into tow, for ,vhich a ready market was 
found . But after a while, as I am informed, some change ,vas made 
in the tariff, the effect of which ,vas to destroy the market for the flax 
to,v, and there has been, that since then, thousands of tons of flax stra,v 
rotted in tLe fields of our farmers because the n1arket ,vasdestroyed. I 
do not kuo,v ,vhether the former conditions can be restored consistently 
with justice to other industries, but if it can be done it should be done. 

l might go on citing instances in ,vhich your interests are in my 
opinion injuriously affected by the present tariff; but I have done 
enough, if l have directed your attention to this subject; this and the 
subject before mentioned of the prevalence of combination, instead of 
competition, deserves I think, your careful study. It is for you to 
determine ,vhat if anything you ,vill do about them. You may ask me 
,,·bat you can do; you can discuss these questions among yourselves, 
until you ba,·e reached, carefully considered, just and fair conclusions 
and then 1uake them kuo,vn to the la\\" making po,vers of the Nation 
and State. \¥hen it shall beco1ne kno\vn in Congress and iu your 
State Legislature, lhat tbe men "'ho speak for you in those bodies, 
represent your vie,vs and express your wishes, and that you are in 
earnes t' to have those ,vishes realized they ,vill be hea.rd ,vitb respect
ful attention. 
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You have, I am told an organization called I believe, the Farmer's 
Alliance. 1 do not know the extent of that organization or its purposes 
if any beyond its purpose to fight the barbed wire fence monopoly. 
'fhe benefit of o ganized effort has been sho"'n in that fight, and can 
be sho\vn in other directions. If the present organization is broad 
enough for the purpose, let it take up these questions and others 
directly affecting you as a class, and consider them carefully, and hav
ing reached conclusions, give the ,veight of your organization to carry 
them out. Those engaged in other industries and enterprises do so 
with telling effect. 

Especially I desire to call your attention to another matter which 
I perceive to be of paramount importance. I believe that persons are 
of more importance to the State than property. lf this be so, it fol
lows, that it is of the highest importance to the State to improve as far 
as may be its citizens. We recognize this truth by the careful pro
vision ,ve 1nake for the education of all the children of 1,he State, thus 
sho\ving our belief, that other things being equal, the intelligent man 
,vill necessarily be a more useful citizen than the ignorant man; better 
fitted to perform the duties of his calling, ,vhateYer that calling may 
be and a better "'orker whateYer his ,vork may be. 

But are "'e not in danger of falling into the error of believing that 
education consists merely in book learning, and the still greater error 
of believing that it is below the supposed dignity of one ,vho has 
received ,vhat ,ve call an education, to engage in any calling requiring 
111anual labor? 

Are not our young men who attend colleges and high schools, learn
ing the le-;son, that it i.::; beneath their dignity and a. mere waste of the 
education they are acquiring for them to engage in the calling of the 
farn1er or the 111ech:1nic? Are not ,ve older 1nen consciously or unco11-
sriously teaching the1u that lesson? If so we are not only teaching 
the1u false doctrine, but ,ve are doing a cruel wrong to the young men 
,vho Leed our teaching and to our conntry as well. Stick to the far1u 
young men; get what book learning you can, and then go to the farm 
and there apply your learning ,vith your labor to that business, which 
if properl_v follo,ved may not bring great ,vealth, but will surely bring 
self respect, co1npetence and comfort, and \Vill enable you to maintain 
your 111anly independence. 

'This is uot only best for you, but best for the country. The ten
uency in our large cities and in most manufacturing industries is to 
concentrate great ,vealth in the hands of the few, and leave large 
u1asses of people dependent for food on their daily labor, and dependent 
on others for the privilege of laboring. In those cities and these 
industries, "capital," so-called, and ''labor," so-called, are not only 
separate ancl distinct, but largely antagonistic and hostile. 

Witness the many strikes of the last few years, some of them accom-
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parried by violence, loss of life and destruction of property. Even 
to~day thousands of ,vorkmen are idle beca ·1se they and their employers 
ca1Joot agree upon ·•a fair day's " "ages for a fair day's work." 

Each party, the employer ou the one hantl, a1,1d the ernploye on the 
other, is becoming better organized for the contest and-the feeling of 
antagonism and hostility is becoming stronger and more bitter. 

The condition of tb.ings in this direcnon 1s approacn1ng slo,vly but 
steadily to that in the old world, ,vhere standing anuies are main
tained to preserve the peace . 

Bet,veen these hostile forces friendly to each, hostile to neither, 
stands the farmer. He is at once capitalist and laborer. His capital 
consists of his farm, his stock and his tools. He cannot afford to hire 
labor except for short periods in the busy season of the year. 

The products of his labor must compete in the markets of the world, 
with the products of the poorest paid labor; of " ·hat is called pauper 
labor in t.he old " 'o rld, that of agricultural labor, and so happily for 
himself and the country he does a lat·ge share of his own work.. He is 
from his situation a true co11servath·e. As a property holder and tax 
payer he is directly interested in maintaining peace and good order 
a1nong our people, and the honest and economical administration of 
the government; while as a ,vorking 1nan he must sympathize ,vith all 
who must and are ,viiling to gain their living by their labor. 

Vie,ved in this light his position isa 1nost important one; it is he who 
in the near or distant future must stand bet\\·een the capitalist. and the 
laborer, and adjust fairly and honestly the differences bet,veen them. 
Can any education be too good for men ,vho are to occupy this posi
tion? They should be men of broad and liberal vie\VS; of extensive 
and accurate information, honest, industrious, economical, ent.erprising 
se.1f-reliant, independent, God fearing and liberty loving, firm to hold for 
themselves ,vhat is theirs, and ~villing and pron1pt to give to all others 
that to ,vhich they are fairly entil,le<l. 

l ha'\"e intended in my remarks rather to indicate su bjects for your 
consideration than to discuss them ; to furni sh a te.xt, rather than 
preach a sermon. 

Let me impress upon yon the importance of doing your o,vn think· 
ing. I do not intend by this to ad'\"ise against the consideration of the 
views of others; but I do intend to advise you not to accept such 
vie,vs and opinions ,vithout careful examination and consideration. 

The future of our country is largely in your hands to-day, and 
,vill be in the future in the hands of those \Vho 1uay succeed you. 

)HAY THEY PROVE ,voRTBY OF THE GREAT TRUST. 

At the annual fair held in Linn County, in 1884, Gover
nor Kirl,wood delivered the annual address from which the 
follo,ving are a fe,v extracts: 

• 



"There is no class of people in all our land to ,vhom for their own 
sake and the sake of the country a thorough and complete education 
is more needful than to our farmers. 

But it is said, and I aru sorry to say truly said that the sons of our 
farmers ivho are educated in our high schools and colleges refuse to 
engage in "'ork on the farm and prefer the professious and other 
employments in our towns and cities. This is to me one of the most 
<liscouraging features of our present social condition. It results from 
various causes. The farmer's son going to our to,vns and cities sees 
there a mode of life that seems to him better than his own, and he 
longs to enjoy it. He sees the to,vn residences surrounded by well 
kept lawns, shaded by beautiful trees, and surrounded ,vith handsome 
flowers. When he returns to his home he contrasts what he has seen 
in town, with ,vhat he sees at home, and in many cases the contrast is 
far from agreeable. He sees or thinks he sees in to,vns, opportunities 
for social and intellectual enjoyments superior to those he enjoys at 
ho1ne, and he longs to enjoy those opportunities. He sees, or thinks 
he sees that wealth for which so many of us are eager, and beyond 
that, 
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for which so many of us are eager, and more easily reached from 
town than from the farm, and he longs to go where these privileges 
that to him are so alluring can be more easily won. 

If these be the causes of complaint, how may they be removed? 
Beautify your own __ homes. Make them, too, attractive. It can be 
easily and cheaply done, and having done it you will find that not only 
will your children be better contented, but that your own comfort and 
pleasure will be greatly increased. 

So arrange your intercourse wilh your neighbors, that your child
ren may find abundant social enjoy1nent at their own houses, and ln 
their o,,rn neighborhood. What is there to prevent any half dozen 
families from having a little social gathering of their young folks every 
week, each family holding the ''sociable" in turn. Do not make it a 
burden upon the family where it is he]d by requiring the preparation 
of a supper or anything of that kind, merely get the young folks and 
the old folks too, so far as may be done, together for social enjoyment 
and let them all have a good time. In short, make your own homes 
and their surroundings the pleasantest place in the world for your 
children, and they will not be disposed to go elsewhere. If any of 
you who hear me are town folks, permit me to commend the san1e 
course to you, and you may find it more effectual than laws to guard 
your children against the temptations to evil practices, that exist 
in towns to a much greater extent than they do in the country. Show 
to your children that although great wealth seldom comes to the 
farm, a sure competence and a manly independence are far better 
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than great wealth and more easily and surely attained on the farm, 
than in the city. 

It is a common, but in my judgment not a true saying, that farm
ing does not pay. I have frequently heard farmers say, "If I could 
sell my farm and go to towu to liYe, I could live easier and make more 
money by lending my money than by farming." Let us figure a Jittle 
on that. Say that an average farm in Iowa of 160 acres is with the 
stock and tools on it worth ten thousand dollars. * * * Now, take 
your ten thousand and go to town to live. Your ten thousand in 
money unless you beat the assessor ,vill be assessed at five thousand 
dollars for taxation, and on that you will pay from two to three per 
cent. taxes, from one hundred to one hundred and fifty dollars. Your 
house rent if you should rent a house as good as the one on the farm, 
will cost you at least one hundred and fifty more. Your fuel will cost 
you fifty dollars, and you must buy everything you use for food and 
clothing. You will be fortunate if you can realize eight per cent. on 
your money year by year, allo,ving for the time required to lend it in 
the first place, and the time it remains on hand bet,Yeen loans. This 
will give you eigl.t hundred dollars per year to live on, and you will 
wish to live as well as you now do on the farm. If you should happen 
to make a bad loan, and a consequent loss, your capital is diminished 
by so much and your income proportionally lessened. I tell you my 
friends the farm will pay better than that, and is all the tilne increas
ing in value. The land that was entered thirty years ago at $1.25 per 
acre, is now worth $40 to $50 per acre, and thirty years hence will be 
worth $100 per acre. 

Test the matter in another ,vay. Give the farm a fair chance. 
Open an account with the farm on the first day of January next, and 
credit it with all you take from it for a year at current prices, your 
rent, your taxes, your fnel, your bread stuffs, your pro,isions, every 
chicken and every egg you eat, the n1 ilk and butter and the fruit you 
use, all that you raise and consume in the family, and that you must 
buy and pay for if you leave the farm, and add to that what you sell 
and use for outside purposes, and you \Vill find the farm pays well. 
I say again as I have often said before, "stick to the farm young 
men. " 

THE STATE WE LIVE IN. 

A reporter says "The Governor closed by paying a high compli
ment to Io,va, and when he finished, we are sure all his Iowa auditors 
were glad that they liYe in the splendid State so admirably described 
by him. He \Vas confident that Io,va \Yas the best State, in the best 
country of the globe. He had traveled in almost every state and ter
ritory of the United States, and had invariably returned with a full 
belief that Iowa excelled them all in material \vealth, and in its prom
ising possibilities." * * * As n, closing remark the Governor said: 

• 
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"lf some day when " 'e are done building railroads here, some one 
may suggest the idea of building a railroad from this world to the 
great beyond. If it is done I am quite confident that the earthly 
terminus will be located in Io,Ya.,, 

It was arranged that the Governor should make a 
political speech in the evening, and he gave his audience one 
of his accustomed plain, straight-forward, clear, logical and 
convincing discourses. One of the papers of the times said 
of the occasion: 

"It was an interesting sight at the Board of Trade rooms last 
night to behold the veteran War Governor of Iowa, the friend and 
co-,vorker of Lincoln, Seward, Stanton and others, 'the great ones 
long gone by,' the co-temporary of Andrew and Morton and Morgan, 
at a time ,vhen Governors of States were tried as never before or 
since; to see this vigorous representative of the heroic period of our 
country's history, standing in the presence of a younger generation 
of men; earnestly consulting ,vith and advising the1n as to a choice of 
parties. Running through Governor Kirk,vood 's informal address 
was the great fundamental truth which the young are wise if they 
learn from the lips of age, and not by bitt€:r experience, that a party 
should be judgerl not so much by this, that or the other phase of party 
doctrine prominent at any one era of its history, as by the record of 
its tendencies and the evidence it gives of its capabilities for good or 
ill." 

~ ...... __ ___ 
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CHAPTER XIX. 
Striking the Word "White" from the Constitution-The Governor Advo-. 

cates It-Reunion oj· Cracker's Brigade in 1885-Letter to Bellm1app 
-Acldress of Welcorne-Banquet Speech to the Toast, "Ulysses S. 
Grant"-Bis Estimate of Him-Reunion in 1887-Response to the 
1'oast, "The Old War Governors"-Reunion of the 22nd Regiment. 

During the canvass preceding the election at ,vhlch a 
vote ,vas to be taken on the proposition to strike the word 
"white" frc,m the Constitution, and admit the colored man 
to all the rights enjOJ'ed by his white brother, the Governor 
made speeches in favor of the proposition in several of the 
pro-slavery counties along the southern border of the State. 
In a speech made at Chariton, in Lucas Co,, he treated his 
hearers to the follo,ving : 

"As I ca1ue from Corydon here, 1 passed through some very rough, 
brushy country. As I ,vas passing through a lonely section in that 
brush, a man stepped out by t.be side of the road, stopped wy team, 
and demanded my money or my life. Of course I did not wa,nt to 
lose my life, and none of us you kno\V ,vant to give up our money. So, 
looking at the man, I concluded that if we entered into a hand to 
haucl contest, I n1ight, as I am not a very ::;mall man, be able to beat 
hin1 off, and at it ,ve went, rough and tumble, sometin1es one on top, 
and somethnes the other, ,vith doubts as to which ,vould become the 
vh.;tor. At this juncture, up came a negro, and for some reason he 
look sides ,vith n1e, and against the other party. True, he ·wa.s not 
vel'y skillful, but he clid the best he could, and fought for me, and 
bet.,veen tis t,vo ,ve bea.t I.he robber off, and be took to the brush. I 
then gathered up my lines and got into my buggy preparatory to 
coming on to Chariton. The negro looked at me and said, •Massa, 
ls'e gwine to CharitOUj l'd like to ride ,vith you.' I looked at him 
and said, •You're a nigger.' He replied, 'l'tlassa, that man I heiped 
you beat off has just gone into the brush, and if you drive off and 
leave me he ,vill come back and fall on me, because I helped you. 
I'se gwine to Charit,on; ] 'd like to ride " 'it.h you.' I looked at him 
again and said, 'You are a nigger,' and drove on up to Chariton. 
Now suppose as I am talking to you, that negro, haviog escaped and 
got to Chariton, should come int0 this court room, and should repeat 
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the story, how long ,vould you relllain to hear me? In less than five 
minutes the house would be clear. You "'ould not remain to listen to 
such a man! No"·,'' said the GoYernor. "the negro aided us to the best 
of bis ability, and ,vilh his aitl \Ye defeated the enemv. Now are we • • 

going to leave hiu1 in the hantls of tho~e whon1 he aided us to defeat, 
or shall "·e take him along ,vith us?'' 

As a fnther illustration of hi::; :subject the Governor said: 
''l a1n a farmer antl keep a good n1a.ny cattle, often buying consider

able numbers, and someti111es in bnyiug :1 lot get some quite runty 
ones. No\\', it is not my rule to put those runty ones into my poorest 
pasture lot. I give them the best feed I have, and take the best care 
of the1.u in order that they may catch up v;rith the others if possible. 
~o,v, the negro is behind us. Let us give him a chan~e, school hin1, 
and if after we ha,e had more than three hundred years the start of 
him he gets ahead of us, in the nan1e of God let him go.' 

This speech produced a telling effect, and after its deliv
ery arguments against negro suffrage in counties ,vhere it 
\vas delivered were con1pletely silenced. 

Now ,vith ''the cruel ,var long over," there is nothing 
more gratifying to·tbe ol<l soldiers than to meet the '' Old 
War Governor" at their regimental and brigade reunions, 
and it i8 equc;tlly gratifj·ing to him to meet them on these 
occasions and grasp the1u warmly by the hand, and greet 
them with his kindly, cheerful su1iles. 

At a reunion of the Crocker Brigade. held at Iowa City 
in September, 1885, Gen. W. \V. Belkuapp being its presi
dent, said: 

'' It happened, ladies and gentle1neu, that at the close of the war, 
some of us, myself included, ha<l an insane desire to enter the regular 
army. In orcler that I might accomplish that purpose, I ,vrote a letter 
to Gov. Kirk,vood asking him to help me. Here is the response I 
receiYed. It is very good, and it shows so thoroughly his friendship 
for Gen. Crocker-although he may not no\v k11ow what he said then, 
and probably has forgotten this letter-that I propose to read it.'' 

It vvas read as follows, interspersed with some jovial 
remarks by the General: 

low.A. CITY, Iowa, August 1, 1866. 
Brig.-Gen. W. W. Belknapp. 

DEAR GENERAL:-Enclosed find note to Secretary Stanton. My 
reason for not writing sooner is this: Somt, time since I had written 
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to Gen. Crocker, that I ,voul<l do anything I c-ould to procure him the 
position of Colonel in the regular ar1ny (haYing ascertained that be 
desired such position). \Vhen I 1eceivecl your letter, I thought it right 
to inform him of that fact, and enquire ,Yhether my letter for you 
,vonld interfere with hin1. I ha vc sePn so mnch of this thi og of recom
mending e,•erybody, that I ha\·e become heartily sick of it. Crocker 
ans"1.rered that I ought to recom1nend you, and that he did not think my 
so doing would prejudice him, and I no,v T'ery gladly enclose you 
letter to Stanton, hoping very sincerely it may be of service. It is but 
fair to say, however, that if hut one of you could get the appointment, 
my preference \Vfluld be for Crocker. 

Very truly, 
S. J. KIRKWOOD. 

THE PRESIDENT-I have the honor to introduce to you Hon. Samuel 
J. Kirkwood ('\vho wa~ greeted with continued applause an I cheers). 

After quiet had been restored, he delivered the following 
address, which was at intervals round!)' applauded: 

1lfr. President, Gentlemen of the Crocker Iowa Brigade:-! am taken 
by surprise; I didn 1t kno\v there ,vas such a letter in existence, but I 
stand by every word of it. 

Our wort,hy Mayor has extendeu to you a hearty welcome to our 
beautiful University City. The goo<l people of our county generally, 
have honored me by assigning me the very pleasant dnty of greeting 
you in their name, aud on their behalf, bidding you a hearty ,velcome 
to their midst. They bid me to say to you that they feel highly hon
ored by your presence, and deeply grateful to you for the great service 
you and your gallant co1nrades have rendered to them and our country 
and the world at large, by sho,ving to all men that a Government " of 
the people, by the people, and for the people," is not only the best 
Government for all its citizens that the ,vit of man has yet de1'ised, but 
that it has the power, the will, and the courage to maintain itself 
against all enemies, foreign and domestic. 

These periodical reunions of the soldiers of the Lrnion army have 
an importance and a use beyond the pleasures derived by the soldiers 
themselves from their joyous meetings \\'ilh their old comrades, iu 
,vhich they recall the incidents of the camp, the march and the battle, 
and they 11fight their battles o 1er again.'' 

It is no,v over twenty years since the ,var of the rebellion closed, 
and during that time there have gro\vn up to the years of manhood 
and the duties and responsibilities of citizenship, very many young 
men, who, ,vhen the war broke out, were mere lads or babes unborn, 
and to \\' horn necessarily the ,var, its causes, its vicissitudes, its days 
of defeat and gloom, and its days of victory and rejoicing are matters 
of history and not of experience; an1l these reunions brin&' before 
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these young men and others still younger n1ore vividly than can be 
done in any other ,vay, the dangers, the hardships, the labcrs and suffer
ings of yourselves and your comrades, living and dead, in our and their 
behalf, and in1press upon us and upon them more fully than can be done 
in any other way, the deep debt of gralitucle ,ve and they o,ve to you. 

But time is telling upon you aud upon all of us. '' The boys," as 
we int imes past " 'ere so fond of calling you, and as you ,vere so fond 
of being ca11ed, are daily becoming older and Je~s in number. Year 
by year the roll call on this side of the dark riYer sho,Ys fewer "pres
ent for duty," aud year by year the roll call beyond that river sho"'s 
the rapid increase of those who are there to greet each other and the 
'•old commander" who has left you and joined then1. 

During your time of fiery trials circumstances brought me in some
,vhat close connection ,Yith you, and I trust that you ,vill believe that 
within the time of my duty, I did the best I could for you and for the 
cause for ,vhich yon did so n1Hch. Will you permit me to suggest that 
in my judgment ~here is something you can yet do to,vards teaching 
the young men of whom I have spoken, ho,v much the,v o,ve you and 
your comrades, by sho,ving them more fully and more clearly what 
you did and what you suffered and how you did, and how you suffered 
for them. 

The histories of the war written and to be written will tell of 
troops furnished by each State for the war, the numbers of volunteers, 
the numbers of drafted men, the numbers of re-enlisted veterans, the 
nun1bers of killed and \\'ounded, the numbers ,vho died of disease, the 
ba· tles that ,vere fought, lost and won, and the names of the leaders 
,vho achieved honor and fame; but ho,v shall those who come after 
you learn the life of the soldier in the camp and on the march, his 
labors, his sufferings, his trials, his sports and his pleasures? In shor t. 
how shall they learn ,vhat it is to be a soldier in war time? ·this is a 
knowledge that only yon have, and that knowledge if not in some way 
preserved will die with you. If at the reunions and camp fires held 
every year the stories you tell to each other and enjoy so much, of 
iacidentstha.tneYerappearin written history, could be preserved, they 
would in years to come n•hen you shall have passed away, be intensely 
interesting anll instructi-ve to the young men ,vho in the future may 
be called upon to do what you ha Ye done, to dare what you ha Ye dared, 
to suffer what you have suffered, to enjoy ,vhat yon have enjoyed. 
Why cannot these stories be preserved? Why cannot you write out 
these stories you so love to tell and to hear, and plare them in our 
State Historical Society for preservation. A sheet or t"·o of legal cap 
paper will preserve a tale that in the distant future ,vill excite the 
smiles of those now unborn, and will sti r then1 in their day to emulate 
for themselves and their successors the deeds that in our day you have 
done for us and them. 
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Time has done and is doing mueh to soften the bitter and angry 
feelings engendered by the war and that in some degree still live. It 
is the duty of every well ,visher of his country to do•"·hat he properly 
may to advance this desirable end. But there is one thing in connee
tion with our ci, ii n•ar that must not be forgotten. It " ·as not a tour
nament in " ' hich the knights of the different sections of our country 
met to do battle in the lists for their O"'n honor and for their ladies' 
favor, nor ,vas it a prize fight iu which brutal sluggers pounded each 
other for the applause of others as brutal as tbe111selves, and for the 
money that ,vent to the winner. It ,vas a conflict of political ideas. 
that reached to the yery foundations of our systen1 of government, and 
,ve must never forget that in that conflict we were right and those 
against ,vhom ,ve fought were ,vrong. All of us citizens and soldiers 
should see to it that the children growing up amongst us shall learn 
that lesson, shall learn to tea<'h it to their children, and they to their 
children, until the time shall come as it surely will come, \Yheu all our 
people shall belieYe Lhat this broad and magnificant domain of ours is 
one country and only one, that our whole people are citizens of one 
great nation and only one, and when the only strife among them 
shall be as to ho"' each shall do the most and the best to protect 
the rights and secure the happiness of all. May God speed the day! 

Again, in behalf of our citizens, I greet yon; again bid you cordial 
welcome, and heartily pray you may live long a1.1d prosper. 

At a banquet given to the Brigade, Gov. Kirk.wood \Vas 
on the program to respond to the following toast: 

'' To the illustrious and beloved memory of the first commander of 
the Army of the Tennessee, ,v ho at forty-one years of age was the con1-
mander of all the armies of the United States, the largest army ever 
commanded by one man, Ulysses S. Grant.'' 

Gov. Kirkwood's response: 

Mr. President :-As the "'orld gro,vs older and as we think wiser 
and better, ,Ye are disposed to change soruc,vhattbestandard bywhich 
111en claimed by their admirers to be entitled to be called "great," shall 
he measured. The time bas been ,vhen "·ith 1uost 1nen the only stan
dard of 1nerit was success, and that remains the only standard ,vith 
too many to-day; but the ntunbcr of those ,vho demand a higher 
standard of greatness is continually gro,ving larger; nouJ to entitle any 
one to be called truly great, something more and better than 1ucre 
success in his endeavors is demanded. ,, ... e demand of the soldier 
,vho1n his ad1nirers claim to distinguish as a great captain, not merely 
that he shall have fought and ,von great battles, but that he shall have 
fought and ,von them in a good cause; not n1erely t.hat he has fought 
and won, but ,ve must know why he fought, and for \\'hat he won. We 
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insist on knowing whether the successful statesman has been controlled 
in his actions by selfish ambition only, or by the higher motive of pro
moting the public ,velfare. We demand to know not merely how 
many millions the successful financier bas made, but how he made 
them and how he used them; in short we demand to know what has 
been the moving cause in actions called great, and if we find it to be 
merely the gratification of a selfish ambition, not controlled by the 
desire to be of service to his fellowmen, we 1nay be ,villing to say in 
each case the man has been successful, but we cannot call him great. 

Let us try by this standard Ulysses S. Grant. What manner of man 
,vas be? He was a plain, quiet, unpretending man, honest and truth
ful, manly and generous, self-reliant, of unyielding tenacity of pur
pose ,vhen his purpose has been deliberately formed; not cast down by 
failure nor unduly elated by success; but making both failure and 
success starting points for further effort. He was an ardent lover of 
his country and its institu tions, and brought to its service in its honr 
of peril the personal qualities I have mentioned, and the milita1 y skill 
acquired by his professional education and tr:iining. He was a true 
and trusty friend, a loving and faithful husband. a kind and affection
ate father. I do not remernber anything in the history of any man 
more touching or more heroic than his struggle during his painful ill
ness, to complete his history of the war, his personal memoirs and thus 
make some proYision for bis family, whose means had been squand
ered by the unfaithful manage1nent of one whom he had un\visely 
trusted. Incited by his love for his ,vife and children, and sustained 
by his indomitable courage and will, he fought this, his last fight, 
until his ,vork was accomplished and then died; conquered by death, 
but victor still. 

It would be worse than idle for me to attempt a review of Grant's 
military operations in the presence of so many ,vho fought tu1der hin1, 
and by their valor and good conduct won his battles; but some things 
in connection therewith even a civilian may properly say. 

He seemed to comprehend fully from the first, that the war on 
our part 1nust be an offensive one; that two things were necessary to 
ultimate success. The dismemberment of the vast territory held by 
the so-called confederacy, and the utter destruction of its military 
power. The capture of Ft. Dooel~on was important in breaking the 
rebel line from the Mississippi river to the Alleghanies, but was rend
ered more valuable by the capture of some ten thousand rebel troops. 
'rhe fight on the right to prevent the escape of the garrison was as 
hard and as bloody, as that on the left to gain the eutrencbments. 
Again, the capture of Vicksburg \Vas important not only in dismem
bering the 1 ebel territory, but as ,veakening the rebel army by the loss 
of thirty thousand veteran troops. 

The seige of Vicksburg illustrates largely some of the character-
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istic·s of Grant as a soldier. The place was strongly garrisoned and so 
strongly fortified as to be considered impregnable, but its capture was 
a necessity. It could not be carried from the front; months of effort 
to r each it J r ear from the north had failed, and many despaired of 
success. But Grant did not despair; his courage, liis self-reliance, his 
tenacity of purpose, his unrelentiug perseverance, what some consid• 
ered his dogged obstinacy, remained unshaken, and at last the daring 
plan of running the blockade of the rebel batteries with some of our 
boats, and of thus transferring his army to the rear of Vicksburg from 
the south was determined on. It ,vas a daring adventure; its failure 
would probably have caused the capture of our army; and that, added 
to our misfortunes in Virginia, might have proYed ruinous. But high 
daring was needed, and never was higher daring sho,vn. The blockade 
,vas run. Our army crossed the river and marched and fought con
tinually till Pemberton was shut up in Vicksburg, and his and Vicks
burg's capture made sure. 

The final campaign commenced in 1864; it involved the march of 
Grant from near Washington to Richmond, the march of Sherman 
from Chattanooga to Atlanta, then to Savannah, and thence through 
South Carolina to the point in North Carolina where Johnson su rren
dered; Hood had been left in Tennessee to be cared for by Tho1nas, ,v ho 
did that duty, as he did all his duties-thoroughly; and the t\VO great 
armies of Grant and Sherman, acting on different lines, but in full 
concert moved on until at Appo1uattax the shell of the confederacy 
was broken, and the hearts of all loyal men leaped fvr joy, that at last 
the great agony was oYer and our Union ,vas saved. E\~en the gold 
gamblers of New York suspended their dirty work long enough to 
listen to the singing of the doxology in W all street. 

An incident connected with the surrender of Johnson's army to 
Sherman, illustrates Grant's manliness and greatness. Johnson pro
posed the surrender of his army on conditions outside of military jur
isdiction, and ,vhich Sherman of course submitted to the Government 
for approval or rejection. In the excitement following the assassina
tion of Lincoln, the terms proposed were not only rejected, but rejected 
in such a way as to be extremely offensive to Sherman, and Grant \Yas 
ordered to Sherman's army to conduct the surrender. No,v, Sherman 
was the only one of our generals who was ·regarded as Grant's rival as 
a soldier. His preYious great services in the West, his great marches 
to Atlanta, to Savannah, and North Carolina, ha.d gi-ren hiu1 a prt·i-
tige and created an enthusiasm for him almost if not quite equal to 
that for Grant. If, under these circumstan ces, Grant had been a " reak 
man , he might haYe so arranged as to have himself received Johnson's 
surrender, and thus taken to himself the honor of being the only one 
of our generals ,vho had received the surrender of a hostile army; but, 
thank God, Grant was not a weak man. He was a strong man, a just 
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man, a manly man. His presence in Sherman's army wa,; scarcely 
kno,vn, and Sherman had what he bad fairly earned-the honor of 
Johnson 1s surrender. 

And so it seems to me, measuring the old commander by the better 
standard of greatness, we find him to have been an honest, truthful, 
brave man, a just, manly and generous man, whose services ,vere more 
valuable to none than to those whom you aided him to conquer; earn
estly loving and faithfully serving his country, a soldier who fairly won 
e,·ery step in his splendid career, by faithful and valt1able service, ancl 
for these reasons entitled to a high place among the truly great. May 
he rest in peace. 

At the fourth reunion of the Crocker Brigade, held at 
Davenport in 1887, one of the toasts at the banquet held in 
the evening, was '' The Old War Governors, " to this Gov. 
Kirkwood responded: 

I am inclined to think there is some peculiar appropriateness in 
selecting me to responcl to this toast, because I think I kno,v more 
about ,vhat the ,var governors did than almost any of you. It is a 
very easy thing to be a '•,var governor" in these "piping times of 
peace," very pleasant to be cheered as you sometimes cheer me. It 
n1akcs me almost fancy that I ,vas a soldier, and I want to shake hands 
with you and tell you stories of long ago. But it was a very different 
thing to be a ,var governor in Vi'ar times. One of the speakers to-night 
mentioned some of the difficulties the ,var governor of Iowa bad to 
combat, when he entered upon the discharge of his duty. But there is 
one thing he did not have to fight against, as did the war governor of 
Indiana-' 'a powerful influence against war at home." Almost all 
Io"ra was loyal. But you older men will rerneo1ber what I am about 
to tell you. As you ha,·e been told by Major Wrigh t, we ha.d no mil
itary system. When I got ,vord by mail from DaYeuport-,ye had no 
telegraphs or telephones in Iowa at that time--that a call had been 
made upon Iowa for one regiment, I did not kno,v, and I could not 
find a man ,vho could tell me, what composed a r egiment. l came 
do,vn here to Davenport and consulted John F. Dillon, one of the 
la\vyers of the day, who afterward became a. judge of the Suprl•me 
Court, and he took the statutes and read them, but they f>hecl no light 
upon the Yexed question of what composed a regiment. He ditl not 
kno,v ho,v many companies there were in a regiment or ,vhat officers 
were necessary, or ho,v many men to a company. Suffice to say Vi'e 
conquered the difficulty after a·while, and sent forth the first regiment 
which covered Iowa all over with glory, and set an example to the 
Crocker men that was of serYice to them and all others who followed 
the first regiment in the field. But let me tell you ,ve had no money 
in lo,va then, but were suffering in the throes of the financial revolu-
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tion of 1857; nothing but paper n1oney, and the only money of this kind 
,ve •had was the money of the State bank. I t was the best time for 
paying debts tha.t I eYer knew of, for after three o'clock, when the 
bank closed, if a man had any of this money and '\>vas in debthewould 
travel ten miles to pay it to the man he might ba,ppen to owe, for fear 
it migat depreciate in value or become "vorthless before morning. Jt 
was six months from the firing upon Fort Sumter before we received 
from the United States a dollar· to,vard carrying on the operations of 
the war. There " 'as no money in the State treasury. Our bonds ,vere 
selling at ten per cent. discount before the war commenced, and if 
there had been millions there I could not have touched it without a 
law authorizing me to dra,v it. But there was not. So the legislative 
and executive authorities provided for the issuance of bonds to raise 
the money, and if the question of the constitutionalily of this proceed
ing had been raised at this time, I could not have proved it to be con. 
stitutional, as I had no right to do any such thing. 

A clothing house in N e,v York very generously offered to take our 
bonds at seventy-five cents on the dollar, and pay in clothing at one 
hundred per cent. prices. I remember in the fall of 1861 with troops 
at Camp McClellan here, we had no covering for tbe soldiers, and had 
to beg either for the gift or loan of comforts, blankets or quilts to keep 
them warm There ,vere some curious things done in those days. I 
had no more right to borrow m?ney for the State of Iowa and give its 
note for it, than I have to give your note, but I did what seemed to be 
the best ancl only thing to be done, I gave them to the amount of 
thousands of dollars. There was not one of these >1otes that ,,·as legally 
worth the paper it '\>Vas written on, or that could haYe beell collected 
in a court of la~v! but the people had faith that the State would honor 
and pay these notes, and it did honor and pay them. And if it had 
not been so, our men at Ca1np 1'lcClellan would have had to go home 
and I could not have raised and turned out you1· regiments. As it ,vas 
it took snch a time that the people ,vho did not go to war were won
dering why the governor did not do something. The clothing for the 
soldiers ,vas made in the towns where the companies were raised. 
The cloth was contributed, and the " 'omen, God bless them, made 
the blouses and pantaloons for the men to wear away. 

Some time since I ,vas riding on the cars to Iowa City and fell into 
conYersation "·ith a gentleman. I found out ,vho he was and that he 
bad lh·ed in Iowa during these times, and he told me that he ,vas pre
serving as a men1ento of the ,var times a premit for him to lea,e the 
State of Io,va and go o, er into the State of 11linois. 1 had ordered 
that no man should leave the State of Iowa to avoid the draft. Of 
course I need not state that I had no authority to prohibit anybody 
from con1ing in• o or going out of Iowa, but it was a ",var measure," 
and spared me the ordering of a draft. 
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We had a great deal of trouble in many directions. I am speaking 
to soldiers now-there was a ver.v curious and almost insane desire 
among the officers of the regiment for promotion. Each regiment 
had a Colonel, Lieutenant Colonel, Major, Quarter Master and some
times a Chaplain. Well the Captains and Lieutenants ,vere given the 
command of the companies they raised, but the number of men who 
thought themselYes capable of and qualified to fill these offices I have 
spoken of, was astonishing, and the reason I made so many good 
selections ,vas because I had so many good men to choose from. But 
that was not all , there were a great many promotions to be made after 
the regiments ,vere in the field. A great many of the officers thought 
they were qualified to command armies, and I do not kno\v but that I 
would rather undertake to rule Brigham Young's harem, than to 
appoint and promote officers for Iowa regiments again . 

There ,vas a degree of impatience among our people to have this 
war brought to a happy termination, and they blamed altnost every
body, and especially the poor war Governors, because it was not done. 
And so as I said in the beginning, although it is very pleasant to be a 
war Governor now, I would not want to undertake to be one again. 

On the 22nd of September, 1886, at Iowa City an asso
ciation of the 22nd Iowa Infantry was formed and a reunion 
held. 

At a camp fire President J. 0. Shrader said : ''Comrades, 
1 now have the pleasure 0f introducing to you our Old 
War Governor, who sent us out into the field and looked 
after us while we were there." 

As Governor Kirkwood advanced to the front of the 
stage he was greeted with cheers and long continued 
applause, when he said : 

Some people say there is no use of these reunions, I don't care 
anything about them, etc. Let me say you will all feel better for this 
reunion in years to cc,me, and I think you will not allow such a long 
time to elapse ·without a reunion again. 

Now 1 propose to address you a very short time. I want to hear 
c:hort stories, and I ,vant you to take part in telling them. If you only 
,·nu Id tell publicly, the stories you tell each other it would make a 
rery interesting meeting. 

I do not think man was made for himself alone. A 1nan who does 
nothing for anybody but himself; who works only for himself; looks 
after himself only, and cares nothing for those about him is a. very 
s1na11 man. It comes to almost all of us to do something for each 
other at times, and it comes to some men that they can do much for 
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other people a.nd for the ,vorld. That was your high privilege. You 
had the chance of doing what our fathers over a hundred years ago 
did. You endured labor, fatigue and suffering, not for yourselves 
alone but for your country and for the world; an,d because you did it 
and did it bravely and ,veil, you are honored as you are honored 
to-day, and will be as long as you li,e. It was a high privilege that 
did not come to all, but it came to you; and your children and your 
children's children will feel proud in telling ,vbat you did. What 
was it you did? Yqu sho,ved to the ,vorld that men are capable of self
govern1nent. You maintained order in our land, and you showed to 
those in other lauds who are struggling for what ,ve here enjoy 
through your noble deeds, that man is capable of self-government. 

This is " ' hat you did. A portion of the people in 1860 and 1861, 
forgot that they had the right of self-govern went. They were dissat
isfied with an election held in 1860; when one of the purest, strongest 
and most unselfish men that I have e,er seen "·as elected President 
of the United States. Instead of waiting four years they said no, we 
,vill rebel and destroy our government; and you men said they should 
not and they did not. All over the world eager eyes were looking to 
our country as evidence of the great truth, that man is capable of self
government. I do not mean to say that people somelimes do not err 
in their judiment. They make mistakes at times; but our theory is 
that if the san;e men who make mistakes, have the intelligence to see 
the errors that have been made and correct them. that is self-govern
ment. In a Govern1nent of that kind force and violence have no 
place. 

N o,v, is not that the whole of it? Is not that what you men fought 
for? Was it not that which you have to hand down to your children ? 
There is one thing our young men do not realize, and that is the 
importance of the thing ,vhich you have giYen them. 

I do not desire, and I think no good man would desire to per
petuate hostile feeling bet,veen the people of different parts of the 
country. But there is one thing you ought to do, and that is to teach 
your children and ha Ye them teach their children, that you were right 
and that the men ,vho fought against you were wrong. [Applause.] 

N o,v, if I were to talk to you an hour to-night, I could not tell you 
any more. That is all there is of it in my judgment, the truth in a 
nutshell, and now with a little story I will leave you. 

When I was down attending the reunion of the First Iowa at 
Davenport, we \\'ere having a jolly good time as I hope you are hav 
iug here. In the afternoon I ,vas present at a business meeting. A 
comradA proposed that 1 be elected an honorary member, and a Yery 
enthusiastic one on the stage arose aod secon,led the motion aod in 
doing !-O he called me the ••father of the regiment.' ' I " 'as elected. 
During the evening of that day I was called upon to do what I am 
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doing here this evening. In doing so I thanked the regiment for the 
honor, and said that I was highly flattered in having such a good 
looking family, so many promising boys. I also said there was one 
tlra"· back to it, and that was I did not kno,v ho,v my wife would feel 
about it when I went hou1e and she learned 1 had so many out-lying 
children. [l,aughter and applause.] But she is a good natured ,Yomau 
and took it very kindly. Now thanking you and ,vishing you health, 
happiness and con1fort, all of which you have richly earned anu so 
well deser'·e, 1 bid you good night. [Loud cheers and a round of 
applaus, .] 

One of the shortest letters Gov. Kirkwood ever wrote 
was in answer to an invitation to attend the Sixth Bi-ennial 
Reunion of Cracker's Brigade. Here it is: 

IowA. CITY, Aug. 10, l891. 
Ool. H. H. Rood:-I will attend if my health will permit. 

Very truly, 
SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 



CHAPTER XX. • 

Meets Garfield and others in .i.Vew Y(lrk- Makes Speeches from there to 
Cleveland,-Secretary of the Interior- The Indian Question- Con
sults Senator Edmunds-Honesty vs. Trickery-Favors the poor 
Chickasaws-Kindn ess to Employees in the Office-Mrs. Kirkwood 
as a Cabinet Lady-.As a Lady in the House-T:Jie Governor Retires 
from the Cabinet-ls made Bank President-Visits the Pacffic Coast 
-Banquet at Tacoma-Makes a Speech-Mr. Dutcher also Speaks. 

During the Presidential canvass of 1880 a conference 
with General Garfield, of several of the leading Republican 
politicians of the country was held in the month of August 
in the city of New York. Among them were Benj. Harri
son, Schu)rler Colfax and S. J. Kirkwood. General Gar
field went from Cleveland one route, by Buffalo, and 
returned the other by way of Binghampton, and the con 
ferees, some fifteen in number, all returned to Cleveland 
with him on a special train, stopping at Chatauqua over Sun
day. They had a perfect ovation at every railroad station, 
a carpeted flat car being often the rostrum from which 
speeches were made. Governo1· Kirkwood spoke at Port 
Jervis, Hornelsville, Chatauqua, Cambridge and c,ther places. 
General Garfield was so taken with the style, apt illustra
tions, manner and matter of Governor Kirkwood's first 
speech, that at Garfield' s request it was several times 
repeated on the way. 

He probably thought as James G. Blaine once said, 
''Governo1· Kirk,vood, with his peculiar style of oratory, 
can do us more good than any man in this country." 

As Indiana ,vus considered a doubtful state in this can
vass, at Mr. Garfield's suggestion Gov. Kirkwood was sent 
into that state to do some public speaking before the elec-
tion . 
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It is quite probable that this first favorable acquaintance 
paved the way for the appointn1ent of Gov. Kirkwood to a 
place in the GarfielLl cabinet, of which he became a member. 

The universal verdict seemed to be that as Secretary of 
the Interior, he would prove to be '~ the right n1an in the 
right place." Senator Voorhees, a Democrat, declared that 
the appointment was the best that could possibly be made, 
that he had served on committees Vlrith Mr. Kirkwood and 
knew well the value of his solid j uclgment and the possi
bilities of his rare good sense, as ,vell as the certainties of 
his strict integrity and his in<lomitable industry. Senator 
Can1eron of Wisconsin said: '· I V11 as a member of the Teller 
Committee ,vith him; outside of Iowa and a circle in Wash
ington, the people had no idea ho,v strong a man Kirkwood 
was, and what fitness there ,vas in his appointment." The 
press and people of Iowa were gratified by his appoint
ment, although it deprived them of their ablest representa
tive in the Senate. 

The Department of the Interior embraces a greater 
number of Bureaus, and has charge of a greater variety of 
public interests than any other, embracing Indian Affairs, 
Public Lands, Railroads, Census, Pensions, Patents, Educa
tion, Public Buildings and Charitable Institutions. 

It requires a small arm)' of subordinates and clerks to 
carry on these branches of the Department, and the best of 
executive ability at its head to keep the work of them all in 
}Jroper order. 

It had so often been said of our western aboriginal neigh
bors, that ibe only good Indians ,vere dead ones; that it bad 
uln1ost become the general belief that it was, and still is true. 
The ne,v Secretary thought that this could be reversed. He 
was, if not the first, at least one of the first to advocate the 
breaking up of the tribal relations, the allotment to them of 
their lands in severalty, and the bestowing upon them the rights 
of citizenship and requiring of them its corresponding duties . 

• 
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In discussing this subject Nov. 1, 1881, in his first 
report as Secretary of the Interior, he says: 

The Indian question, as it is called, has lost nothing of its inter
est or importance, and the methods by which it shall be finally SP,ttled 
are not yet fully recognized. All who have studied the question, 
unite in the opinion tha.t the end to be attained is the civilization of 
the Indians and their final adoptio11 into the mass of our citizens, 
clothed ,vith all the rights. and instructed in and perf?rming all the 
duties of citizenship. Tbe difficulty lies in devising means by which 
this end shall be accomplished. 

The difficulties to be overcome are mainly these: The Indians do 
not speak, and do not wish to ]earn to speak our language; hence all 
business with them by the g0Yernn1ent and by individuals has been, and 
must be transacted through the medium of interpreters. Misunder
standings must continue to arise in the future as they have arisen in 
the past, between the government and the Indians under this conrli
tion of affairs, and so long as it shall conti!lue, the Indians, unable to 
carry on in person ordinary business transactions with our citizens 
generally or even with their agents, are completely isolated and are 
compelled to adhere to that tribal relation which so greatly stands in 
the way of their advancement. It is not probable that much can be 
done in the way of teaching our language to adult Indians, but much 
may be done and is being done in the direction of so teaching those of 
school age, n,nd our efforts to extend and maintain Indian schools 
should be earnest and constant. * * * Schools should be cherished 
and strengthened. It is idle to expect any mate1ial advancement by 
the Indians in civilization until they have learned to speak and write 
our language, and to labor for their living, and these things to a great 
extent go hand iu hand. Those of middle age and over are, I fear, 
beyond our reach. We must depend mainly upon the proper training 
of tbe youth. To do this ,ve must teach them, and to teach them will 
cost money. If we really mean to civilize them, we must incur the 
expense necessary to that eud. Our whole Indian policy has in my 
judgment been characterized by a parsimony ,vhich has borne the 
more respectable, but undeserved name of economy. We have acted 
very much as does the n1an ,vho, burdened with a heavy debt, con
tents hin1self "·ith paying the interest without diminishing the princi
pal. I a1n satisfied that in the management of our Indian affttirs we 
have found, as mn,ny have in the n1anagement of their private affairs, 
that th e policy which for the time being seemed the cheapest, in the 
end has proved the most expensive. When the Indian shall have 
learned to speak and ,vrite our language, to earn his own living by 
his own labor, to obey the law and aid in making and administering 
it, the Indian problem ,vill be solved, and not till then. Money ,visely 
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applied to these ends will be well spent; money withheld from these 
ends will be extravagance. 

Again, all the traditions of our Indians teach them that the only 
occupation for a brave is the war or the chase, and hence they regard 
labor, manual labor as degrading. We should not be impatient with 
them on that account, for ,vhile it may be curious that it should be so, 
it is, I fear, true that this opinion of this people, standing on the con
fines of savagery, is held by many who have reached the very topmost 
heights of civilization and refinement. Be that as it may, the fa.ct 
remains that the Indian does not willingly engage in manual labor. 
But if he is to make upward progress-to become ci,·ilized-he must 
labor. The game on which he lived is gone or so nearly gone that he 
cannot r ely on it as food, and yet he must have food. The government 
recognizing this situation has undertaken to, and does furnish a large 
portion of our Indians food and clothing, and at the same time bas 
been endeavoring to teach them to be self.supporting by assigning 
them land for cultivation, furnishing them with farming tools, horses 
and harness and encouraging them to work. But two difficulties have 
attended this system, although it has met with considerable success. 
The first is, that adult Indians thoroughly grounded in the faith that 
labor is degrading, prefer pauperism to independence; that is, prefer 
to Jiye upon food furnished by the labor of others to earning their food 
by their own labor; a preference which is perhaps shared with them 
by some white men. This is not true, ho,vever, ,vith all Indians. 
Many individuals of some of the tribes are \.Vi1ling to work and are 
working under difficulties, but still it remains true that others are 
content to be and will remain mere paupers. 

The other difficulty in the way of 1naking the Indians self-support
ing is that we have not given the.ma fair chance to become so. The 
titles of the Indians to most of the reservations, perhaps to all of 
them, except to those in the Indian Territory, are not such as the 
courts are bound to protect. They are compel1ed to rely largely, if 
not entirely upon the executive and legislative departments of the 
government. The reservations set apart by la,v, by treaty or execu
tive order have been usually many times larger than necessary (if 
~ultivated) for the support of the tribes placed thereon. Our people 
in their march westward have surrounded these reservations, and 
seeing in them large tracts of fertile land withheld from the purpose 
,vhich they believed it was intended-cultivation-have called upon 
the executive and legislative departments to make new treaties, new 
laws, and new orders, and these calls ha.ve generally been heeded. 
Now it is clear that no Indian will, with good heart, engage in making 
and improving a farm, with the knowledge or the prospect that after 
he has so done he may at any time be required to leave it and "move 
on. " In the case of the Indian he may have the privilege of keeping 
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his home, if lie will ,:;e,·er the ties of kinship and r en1ain behind his 
tribe; but fe,Y do this. I ,vh,h to em}Jhasize the point that ,Ye are 
asking too much of the Indian. when ,vc ask him to build up a farm 
in the timl,er or on the prairie. ,Yitb the belief that at s01ne future 
ti1ue he ,vill be compelled to choose bet .. veen abandoning the frni~s of 
his labor, or his kindred and tribe. \Vhitc 1nen "·ould not do so. and 
,ve should not ask Indians to do so. 

I therefore earnestly reco1nmeud t,vo things in case that the pres
ent number of r eservations shall be maintained: First, that existing 
reservations, ,vhere entirely out of proportion to the nu1uber of 
Indians thereon. be, with the consent of the Indians, and upon just 
and fair ter1ns, reduced to proper sLle; and, Second, that the titles to 
these diminished reserves be placed by patent, as fully under the pro
tection of the courts as are the titles of all other of ourpeople to their 
laud. I ,vould not, in reducing the re:.ervatious, so reduce them as to 
lea,e to the Indians only an area that ,vould suffice for an equal nu1n
ber of whites. Their attachment to kin and tribe is stronger thau 
among ciYilized men, and I \.Yould so arrange that the Indian father of 
to-tlay might ha, e assurance th:it his children as ,vell as himself could 
ha~e a home. I ,vould also provide in the patent for the reserYations, 
that so long as the title to any portion of the reser,·ation remaioed in 
the tribe, adult Iudians of the tribe ,vbo would locate upon and 
improve particular portions of the reser,·ation, should have absolute 
title to the parcels so impro,·ed by tbe1u; and I ,vould pro,ide against 
alienation either by the tribe of the tribal title, or by individuals of 
their personal ti tle for a limited time. As an additional inducement 
for heads of families to take laud iu severalty and engage in farming, 
provision should be made to aiu such of the1n as do so, in building 
houses thereon. The stun of $50, carefully expended by a judicious 
agent, will enable the Indian on 1uany of the reserYations with his 
own labor to build a house as comfortable as those occupied by manJ 
of our frontier settlers, and much more co1nfortable than the lodges 
in which they ha.Ye been accustomed to liYe; and ,vhen so situated in 
bis own house, on his O\Vll laud, ,vith a beginning made in the ""ay of 
farming, a feeling of personal o,vuership and self-reliance "ill be 
d eYeloped and produce good results. And iu building houses, prefer
ence should be given to those ,vho haYe selected land in severalty and 
n1ade a certaiu improvement thereon, and tho offer of such aid should 
Le held out as an indncE'ment so to <lo. If a liberal sum was placed 
in the control of the Indian Office every year, lo be expended for this 
purpose exclusively, the effect \voul<l be e:,..cellent. A "·ise liberality 
in this direction "·ould, iu 1ny judgment, be true economy. * * * 

The tribal relation is a hindrance to individual progress. It means 
communism so far at least as land is concerned. It interferes ,vith 
the administration of both civil and criminal la\\' among the members 
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of the tribe, and among the members of the tribe and non-members. 
The Indians should learn both to know the law a.nd to administer it. 
They will not become law-abiding citizens until they shall so learn . 
In my judgment it would be well to select some tribe, or tribes among 
those most advanced in civilization, and establish therein a for1n of 
local government as nearly like as may be to the system of county 
government prevailing in the State or Territory in which the reserva
tions are situated,allowing the Indians to elect corresponding county 
officers, having corresponding power and authority to enforce such 
laws of the State or Territory as Congress may deem proper to declare 
in force on each reservation for local purposes. Should the experi
ment prove successful it would, I think, be a long step forward in 
the path the Indian must travel, if he ever shall reach full and intelli
gent citizenship. The ballot and trial by jury are tools to which 
Indian hands are not accustomed, and would doubtless be used by 
them awkwardly for a time, but if the Indian is to become in truth a 
citizen he must learn to use them, and he cannot learn to use them 
till they are placed within his reach. It is better to move in the right 
direction, however slov.rly and awkwardly, than not to move at all. 

At the suggestion of the Secretary, Hiram Price was 
made Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and it was a most 
excellent appointment. Having been one 0£ his aids, und a 
most helpful one, some twenty years before in assisting to 
raise, subsist, equip and send to the front Iowa's volunteer 
s9ldiers, he demonstrated hisabilities and worth, whicb were 
fully appreciated by Governor l{irkwood. 

Many were the hours these two faithful officers spent 
together, at times long into the night, advancing the work 
pertaining to their offices, after all the other officers and 
clerks had worked their allotted hours. 

To solve a vexed question in the mind of the Secretary of 
the Interior, during President Garfield's sickness, the follow
ing correspondence was had: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, t 
WASHINGTON, September 1, 1881. f 

My Dear Sir :-Thank you for your letter of 22nd ult. I have 
quietly enquired of different members of the Cabinet concerning Mr. 
Hale, and all of them who know him or know of him, speak of him in 
the highest terms. Your o\vn opinion \vould satisfy me. As you say 
the President knowing him personally, of course his opinion must be 
final. 
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By the way, what can be clone touching the President's present con• 
dition? Should he recover, as I think he ,vill. it will probably be some 
weeks before he can attend to any business. The appointment of a 
Commissioner of Rail Roads, and other appointments in this office. 
should be made, but cannot as matters now stand. 

Will you kindly favor me with your opinion on the following points: 
1. Does the President's condition constitute "inability." If yea, 
2. Can the President being mentally sound, declare himself unable, 

physically, to discharge his duties, and call on the V. P. to perforru 
them until his recovery? If yea, 

8. Can he upon his recovery declare the same, and resume his 
duties. 

I ,Youlcl answer the 1st question in the affirmative. I think an A~t 
of Congress the more regular way as to 2nd and 3rd. 

It looks to me as if the matter 1nust be met in some way, and I 
would much like your opinion on the whole question. 

Very truly, 
Hon. Geo. F. Edmunds, S. J. KIRKWOOD. 

Burlington, Vermont. 

BURLINGTON, Vermont. i 
September 3, 1881. f 

My Dear Sir :-I have yours of the 1st. I was sure that no one 
who knew him would say anything but good of Judge Hale. 

As to the President, I still very much fear he cannot s,:et through, 
unless indeed, he can be got into ne'\-V and n1ore stimulating air. In 
that case I should have strong hope. I would lay a temporary track 
right up to the south door of the White House, and run the car right 
up to it, and so have only one move. 

In regard to your three questions, I have no doubt whatever, and 
if the office were president of a corporation or general of the army, I 
do not think anyone would have any. The words of the constitution 
are as clear as the English language can make such a matter. The 
people who made the constitution had common sense, and they 
expected that those who were to curry on the government ,vould also 
have it. Of course Congress can make rules of evidence of any fact 
nan1ed in the constitution; it clearly cannot make decisions conclusive 
of such a fact, other thau as political recognition of one man or another 
as President, even if it can do that. But when it has made rules of 
evidence, somebody 1nust apply the1n, which would leave the case 
practically '\-Vhere it is now. That the President is unable to perform 
his official duties I suppose all agree; if he is able he is guilty of a 
grave offence in not performing them; but every civilized being on 
the face of the wholo earth knows that he is not guilty of any offense 
whatever, and that the executive duties go unperformed because he is 
physically unable to attend to any of them. The right and duty of the 

• 



• 

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF SAl\lUEL J. KIRK1VOOD. 413 

Vice-President to do the needful things pendiug this inability is to my 
mind absolutely clear. _ He does [not?] thereby becomePresidentfor a 
moment. He, as V'ice-President, is to perform the duties when the 
President is in a state of inability; but the President is still President, 
and ,vould remain so if he --...vere insane for the whole four years, and 
surely tbere .cannot be two Presidents at once! But the only way for a 
living President to leave office is to resign or be removed on impeach
ment. It is absurd, therefore, to suppose that General Garfield is 
deposed ,vhen General Arthur performs an executive duty in such 
cases, or that the Vice-President can continue to perform a moment 
longer than the inability of the President lasts. When the inability 
exists, the Vice-President may do what the President cannot. Timid 
patriots at once say then, how do we kno"v there is an inability? How 
do we know there is death ? I ans,Yer. No tribunal decides it. It is 
merely a notorious fact, less open to dispute usually in mere degree 
tban is a case of inability. In this case the common sense of responsi
ble men 1nust decide it for the time being, and bear ,vhatever of peril 
there may be in it. If the President, being conscious of his present 
inability to do his official duties, were to say so to the Vice-President, 
and request him to act in the meantime, as a matter of delicacy, every
thing would be smooth, and the public would not get excited. In case 
the Vice-President is to act he should not take the oath prescribed for 
the President in the constit.ution, for he is not President, and his oath 
as Vice-President covers jt alJ, for one of his duties and function s as 
Vice-President is to perform the President's duties in this case. Of 
course if he did take that oath it would not change his legal status a 
hair. I therefore ans\ver all your three questions emphatically in the 
affirm a ti v-e. 

In the first days of the republic congress did all it thought it well 
could in such matters by providing that the only evidence of "resigna
tion" should be a writing to that effect, filed in the office, I think, of 
tbe Secret::iry of State, ( l have not the statute before me.) Congress 
no doubt thought that formal proof of death need not be made, for 
that might leave a space of time before the Vice-President could act; 
and the same as to inability, and further consideration that it is well 
nigh impossible to lay down a rule of evidence that would be safe, or 
create a tribunal of decision. The Constitution evidently (except in 
impeachment) did not intend to give any particular body of men the 
power to suspend the President, etc. But a r esignation implies a Pres
ident capable of e'<:ercising judgment and wilJ, and so it could say he 
1nust do it by a partic11lar form of evidence. He might not be able to 
do it in a case of inability, and even he might be unwilling to do it in 
an instance absolutely plain and urgent,. So our ,vise forefathers left 
it as a great public fact, to be acted upon easily and smoothly in cases 
0f patriotic harmony; and if other cases should unhappily arise, to b& 

-
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acted upon by the Vice-President at the peril of tbe guilt of usurpa
tion, etc., if an inability did not exist, and to be acted on (in suppos• 
able cases,) by the President at the peril of the guilt of 1nisconduct in 
office, when he would neither do the duties himself nor nllo,v the Vice-
President to do them. Very truly yol,rs, . 
Hon. S. J. Kirk,vood, GEO. F. EDMUNDS. 

Washington, D. C. 

The death of President Garfield and the reorganization of 
the cabinet by President Arthur sent Mr. Kirkwood out of 
the cabinet, after being there but thirteen months. When 
he left his seat in the Senate to take that position, he assured 
Mr. vVilson, his prospective successor, that at no time 
would he be in his ,vay in obtaining that place. This assur
ance was given upon the supposition that he would remain 
four years in the Garfield cabinet. As the election for 
Senator ,vas not to take place till after it "'as kno1Yn, or at 
least supposed that Governor Kirkwood ,vould retire from 
the cabinet a strong desire manifested itself among his friends 
in Io,va, that he should be sent back to the Senate, and at 
his request he was retained in the cabinet till the Senatorial 
question was settled in Mr. •'' ilson's favor. This retention 
was for the purpose of avoiding complications in the Sena
torial election making his assurance good to Mr. ~ ' ilson, 
and promoting his election. 

Upon his retirement, a newspaper correspondent relates 
this incident : 

'•Within a ,veek one of the la.,v clerks in bis office prepared for 
the Secretary's signature a decision in a laud case-deciding iu 
accordance ,vith the strict letter of the la,v. The Secretary went into 
the clerk 1s room and inquired into the particulars of the matter in 
question. 'That1s the la,v' said the clerk, turning to the statutes cov~ 
ering the case. 'That may be 1 said the Secretary, ·but I tell you this 
1.nan meant trickery , and the 1nan who in his ignorance failed to live 
up to the letter of the la\v, 1ueant honestly, and I don't propose to he p 
trickery get the better of honesty, \Ve must find some other sort of 
la\v.' .And they did-and gave honesty its just dues, and trickery iLs 
deserved punishment. But Kirk"'ood " 'as more than an honest man, 
be ,vas a kind hearted man. His heart ,vas large enough to sympa. 
thize ,vith all humanity. A delegation of Chocktaws had been in 

• 
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Washington for so1ne time, trying to get certain favors and grants 
which would give them an advantage over the Chickasaws, their 
nearest neighbors and co-occupants of the same reservation in the 
Indian Territory. After listening to their application the Secretary 
said: 'Are any of you gentlemen engaged in raising cattle?' Oh! yes, 
several of them were. 'Well, how do you treat your cattle ? Do you 
feed and shelter and care for the fat and strong fellows, and leave the 
weak. poor and scra,vny ones to take care of themselves, exposed to 
the weather to starve and be run over and trampled to death?' Of 
course there could be but one ans,ver. Thereupon, thP. Secretary 
re1Jlied: 'These Chickasa,vs, you say, are few in number; they are 
poor; they haven't the money even to send a delegation here to ,vatch 
and take care of their own interests, so we must do it for them.' Of 
all the employees in the department, none received any bnt kindly and 
appreciative \Vords from its head. Young Ryan, the Irish boy in the 
Secretary's office, who puts the Secretary's letters into final shape 
through the 'typewriter ' summed up the case in a nutshell, when he 
remarked to me with tears in his eyes: 'l worked faithfully for 
Schurz for four years, and he never said a kindly word to me, but dur
ing the year I have worked for Kirk,vood he has never given 111e a 
harsh ,vord, and never a day without a pleasant one.' All through 
the department his loss is felt like a personal bereavement.,, _ 

The New York Tribune has this to say in regard to the 
retirement : 

"Expressions of good-will are heard on all sides in Washington, 
regarding the retiring Secretary of the Interior, Mr. Kirk,vood. After 
a quarter of a century of public service, either for his State or the 
nation, he carries into retirement the universal respect of those who 
have kno,vn him, or have had official dealings with him \vhether 
political opponents or associates. If he bas made mistakes they are 
forgotten. If he leaves enemies, they are unknown as such. Obsti· 
natc to a fault ,vhen his mind is made up, he possesses that spirit of 
fairness "' hich forbids rash or unjust decisions, and a keen power of 
analysis which enables him to master quickly and with rare accuracy 
subjects brought before him. This obstinacy with him has been 
accounte.l a, virtue. * * * During his year of incumbency of the 
Secretaryship, there has not been a ,vhisper of irregularity in any 
branch of the department. At first he ,vas OYer,vhelmed by the 
presstu·e of appointment to office, a large number of ne'vvly created 
vacancies then existing in the department. 'These matters disposed of, 
he turned his attention to more important affairs and having no hob
bies to ride or pet theories to carry out, Yery soon mastered the ,vork 
before him. There have been stories to the effect that the work of the 
depa,rtmeut has been getting behindhand, but these were unfounded· 
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Assistant Attorney-General McCammon, through "·hose office the 
important appeal caseF and law questions come to the Secretary, says 
that never before in the same time ha,e so many decisions been 
reached and so many ,exed questions put to rest. His successor, Mr. 
Teller, is himself oue of Governor Kirk\vood's personal a~mirers, and 
said to the correspondent of the Tribune to-day, that his predecessor's 
popularity and efficiency rendered the assumption of the duties of 
Secretary by himself a formidable task." 

A correspondent over the signature ''Bessie Beech'' in 
ma.king some pen and ink etchings of the ladies of the 
cabinet has this to say of J\'Irs. Secretary Kirkwood: 

"Her face makes one feel kindly and happy every time it is looked 
upon. Her sweet, motherly ways, lo\v toned, pleasant voice, mild, 
brown colored eyes and dark hair combed smoothly over her serene 
brow and countenance is full of matronly grace and goodness. We 
are sure her husband was never crossed ia his blessed life. Even his 
pet cigar is respected by his wife. It rests one to meet these women 
who are strong in the highest essentials of patience, prudence and the 
rich experience of a happy and complete home life." 

A correspondent 0£ the Chicago Times, writing from 
Iowa City some six years ago says : 

"!\,Irs. Kirkwood is a gray-haired ,voman, with a matronly face and 
an expression of great amiability lighting up her regular features. 
She is quiet, domestic in her tastes, keenly sensith·e in all that relates 
to her husband, and a devoted believer in his splendid abilities. The 
two seem to enjoy a perfect harmony in their lives, through a union 
of ,vhich he supplies strength. firmness, active energy, and she sym
pathetic appreciation, implicit confidence and an uns,verving sup
port." 

vVithin a few months after Governor Kirkwood left 
President Arthur's Cabinet, he was made President of the 
Iowa City National Bank, ,vhich position he held for six 
:rears, dividing the labors and salary of the office with the 
vice-President, Mr. Geo. W. Lelvis, when his absence or 
health did not permit him to perform them himself. 

In the sun1mer of 1883, Governor Kirkwood and Messrs. 
Dutcher ancl Gilkerson of New York were appointed Con1-
missioners on the part of the Government, to examine and 
report upon the construction of an additional 45 miles of the 
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California and Oregon R. R., then being constructed between 
San Francisco and Portland, Oregon, by a corporation who 
had a grant of Government land for that purpose. The 
Governor added pleasure to business, taking his wife with 
him on his extended trip, going out by the Northern Pacific 
from St. Paul to Tacoma, thence to Portland, returning by 
way of San Francisco over the Central and Union Pacific 
roads. 

Being met after his return home by a ne,vspaper eorre
spondent he said : 

'' I ,vant you to say this through the Tribune, that I very heartily 
wish that the young men of the East who are rushing to Europe for 
their summer recreation, ,vould instead turn their direction westward 
and take the trip I have just taken. I met some young men from 
New York ,vho were making the trip, and they found it preferable to 
transatlantic travel, not only for sight seeing in the real grandeur 
of nature and a delightful climate, but for observation of localities 
which present fine opportunities for the application of muscle, and 
brains, and capital, in the development of the grandest and richest 
country on the globe, and the accumulation of ,veal th as well." 

When at Tacoma on the 3d of August a reception was 
tendered by the citizens of the town to Mr. C. B. Wright, 
a member of the party, an eastern capitalist who had by his 
energy and means during the last decade, done much for the 
development of the country and the building up of the town, 
in the expenditure of his money. 

After the address of welcome antl the response, Mr. 
Dutcher and Gov. Kirkwood were called upon for speeches. 
Gen. Sprague, the master of ceremonies, in introducing Gov. 
Kirkwood, said: '' Gov. Kirk"voo<l was the War Governor 
of his State, and as I know there are several Iowa soldiers 
here to-night, I am sure that their hearts ,vill warm at the 
sight of their old leader and protector. " 

GOVERNOR KIRK\iVOOD'S SPEECH. 

Mr. President, Ladies ancl Gentlemen:-! am at a loss to know what 
to say to you on this occasion, seeing that I come among you a total 
stranger. When I met my good friend l\,lr. Dutcher at St. Paul, I 
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remarked to him that his education had been sadly neglected, as he 
had never been ,vest of Lhe Miss issippi river. [Laughter.] I look upon 
this Great \Vest as the great cen ter of the education of the people of 
this country. Not, of course, in the rnatter of JI1ere book learning, but 
in that ,vhich makes book learning practically a\'a,ilable. Let rue make 
myself understood. · East of the Alleghany mountains we.have a large 
population and much ,vealth. The t,vo extremes, the northeast and 
the southeast, are some,vhat divided in habits, manners and customs. 
Boston, the center of the northeast poi·tion, pretends to a higher 
degree of culture, and its people claim to be possessed of a much 
greater degree of polish than ,ve ,vestern folks can pretend to. They 
come, ho,vever, to us and get educated ,vest of the Ivlississippi river. 
You must kno,v that the true Bostonian sun rises behind Plymouth 
Rock, stops for a time over Faneuil Hall in Boston, and sets near the 
mouth of Hoosic '.funnel. But ,vheu ,ve get a Bostonian out here, 
knock a little of the nonsense out of him and rub the varnish off, ,ve 
find him to be made of true, tougb, solid fibre underneath and to be 
by no means a man of veneer. He turns out a pushing, energetic and 
useful citizen. 

Let us look at the other side for a moment~! mean the Virginian. 
He believes the sun rises at the head of Chesapeake Bay, pauses and 
takes off its hat as it passes Mt. Vernon ,vhere Washington died , and 
sets somewhere on the Kana,vha river. He is troubled with the idea 
lhat all the Virginians are of the very first families. After he conies out 
here among us ,vesteru people and gets his hail· cut., ,ve soon succeed 
in convincing him that ,ve here are all of the best fa1nilies. By and 
by he, too, gets the nonsense knocked out of him and he develops into 
an honest, earnest, hospitable n1an. You are all aware that some time 
ago they ,vere a little off color. But now they have come back a.gain 
and are beha,~ing themselves very decently indeed. 

This Great West I regard as the grand college, the university ,vhere 
the great subject taught. is comn1on sense. But this is not all ,ve do 
here. Let us look for a momeut at ,vhat else is being done. Ju the 
country ,vherc I live, ,vhich J ,vish to rernark is the tiuest State iu the 
,vhole Union, Llaughter] though f am free to o,vn that. ,¥ashington 
Territory ,vhen it has becon1e a State may equal it, ,ve ha,,e represen
tatives of all the n1aster na.tions in the ,vorld. \'Ve have Nor,vegians, 
we have Danes, ,ve have Swedes, ,,,e have Scotch, Welsh , Irish, Eng
lish, Fren ch, 1-Iollauders, (of ,vhom my friend Mr. Dutcher is a speci
men), Gennn.ns in all their vn.rious faruilies, and Bohemians; and yet 
,ve liYe in peace, order and quieturss. When they come to us in 
middle age ,ve cannot make much iu1pressiou upon them. But their 
children gro,v up ,vith ours, go to school ,vith tbc1n, fall in Io,·e ,vit'h 
t.hem and wa.rry them, and the result. is ,ve are building up a ne,v race 
,vhich I hope \Vill have all the good qualities of t.heir mixed ancestry, 
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and ,ve hope to be able to strike out all their bad qualities. We are 
rearing the typical American, the Western Yankee if you choose to 
call him so, the man of grit, the ma n of nerve, the man of broad and 
liberal views, the man of tolerance of opinion, the man of energy, the 
man ,vho some clay \Yill dominate this empire of ours, which will iu 
the coming years embrace the whole of this North American Conti
nent. [Applause.] 

This is what I mean by calling it the great educational center of 
the country, and to-night I see before me, unless I greatly mistake, 
good material to begin with. You must have had energy, courage and 
enterprise to have left your homes in other countries and States to 
have come here lo face the trials and difficulties attendant upon settle
ment in a comparatively ne,v country. 

Man is possessed of physical, mental and moral qualities. By 
exercise aud use \Ve develop our physical strength, and. the same is 
true of our mental and moral powers. The use of the1n makes us 
robust and strong, whereas non-use weakens and d,varfs us. There is, 
of course, no fear of the weakening of the mental powers of you here 
present. 

I suppose you all came out here after the almighty dollar, [laugh
ter] a pursuit which tends greatly to mental acuteness and power. 
But does it develop the best part of man's nature? I do not believe it 
does. It is not difficult to develop our moral qualities, with special 
reference to ourselves; only those must be developed which look to 
the interests of our neighbors. If they are not, that part of our moral 
nature of which they are a portion will be infallibly dwarfed. 

You have before you to-night a commendable example of the equal 
and \Yell regulated development of both the mental and moral quali
ties of his nature, in the man whom to honor you have assembled here. 
He has passed an active business lite and amassed great wealth, but he 
has not been forgetful of the fact that this "vealth imposes duties upon 
him. and those duties he has performed. Thus he is filling out a well
rounded life. 

East of the Alleghany mountains the only idea of a well-balanced 
man which the people have is one who parts his hair in the middle 
[Laughter.] I need hardly say that this is an erroneous opinion. The 
well-balanced man is developed all over, is not lop-sided. By care
fully developing your mental, moral and physical qualities, not 
neglecting or doing injustice to one or the other of them, yon wi II 
attain not only success in life but happiness as " ' e11; in short, you \Yi, 1 
come ,ery near being Wright. [Laughter and loud applause.] 

Mr. Dutcher was then introduced and spoke as follow~: 
Mr. President, Ladies an!l 0entlemen:-I thank you heartily for 

this opportunity of mingling ,vith _you on the occasion, when you are 
gathered together to sho \V your feelings of respect, love and honor to 
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Mr. C. B. Wright. I must ackno\vleclge it is some\vhat embarrassing 
for a plain Dutchn1an like 1nyself, [laughter] to be called upon so sud
denly to speak upon matters of vital importance. My friend, Gov
ernor Kirk,vood, the 1nan of large and varied expe1iencc, has given 
you such an amount of good advice, that I think l \Vill ha.rd1y venture 
anything iu that line. I have to admit that I come under the class oJ 
Eastern " 'ell balanced men, so facetiously mentioned by him, for 
(stroking his baltl head) my hair is very much parted in the middle. 
[Laughter.] I \vould like, ho,vever, to make one slight correction in 
the description ,vhicb the President gave of me. I am not a lawyer, 
nor the son of a la,vyer, but. only a plain Dntc,.h~a9_. \vhose education 
has been neglected, for I ,vas never unti l now west of the Mississippi 
river. I thought Governor Kirk,vood had an idea that. the sun rose 
out of the l\1ississippi river, passed OYer the Capital city, and set on 
the ,vestern border of Io,va, and that his education bad been neglected, 
but ,vhen he mentioned his belief that , ,vashington Territory might 
yet equal Io,va, I ,vas satisfied that I might be mistaken. I shall carry 
ho1ne with rue most pleasing recollections. Our journey over the 
Rockies, do,vn the Columbia to Portland, from there to the neighbor
hood of the California boundary and then back to reach this point, 
has given me memories which I cannot, and ,vould not if I could, 
forget. I have seen considerable of the country, and my impressions 
have beon in every instance of the most vleasiug <l.escription. Not 
only have ,ve been all pleased with the coast, but ,ve have formed the 
highest possible opinion of the energy, persevera.nce and thrift of the 
Juen, and of the beauty, health and grace of the women. [Applause.] 

The Governor and myself being as yon see, boys, have come to the 
conclusion that ,ve cannot do better than settle do,vn here and grow 
up ,vith the country, and I doubt uot Mr. Gilkerson ,viii soon make up 
his mind to follo\V us. [Laughter and applause.] The great work 
no,v carried to completion in this grand inter-oceanic high"'ay, con• 
sidered in connection ,vith the difficulties that had to be surmounted, 
fe,v of us here can appreciate. In times of ,var ,ve bear of great 
generals who snatch Yictory from the very grasp of defeat; who rally 
the shattered and fugitive forces, and by the example of their o,vn 
personal courage and bravery turn into conquest, ,vbat threatened to 
be an utter and irretriev~ble rout. We ha.,'e hea,rdof gallant soldiers 
,vho did not kno,v ,vhen they ,vere n·hipped, audit is ,vell that poets 
should sing their praises, and historians hand do\\'D the record of their 
noble deeds as an example t.o future gene,·ations. \'Ve can measure 
the courage and nerye needed to perform such deeds as these, a.nd "'e 
can appreciate at its true value the individual bravery of the soldier 
a,nd his leader, ,vho bra.ves and overcon1es ,vhat ,vears all the appear
a,nce of certain defeat. VVe can admire the hero:s1n rif the officer, 
,vho, at the head of his column, dashed for\vard ,vith the shout, 
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''Come on, brave boys, let us retake the lost positions." But let n1e 
tell you it is far harder to estimate the courage needed to seize on a 
financial wreck,. and by consummate energy, judgment and determiJ 
nation make it again sea\Yorthy. There is nothing harder to restore 
than the confidence of a capitalist when once it is shaken. In the 
words of one ,vho is thoroughly acquainted with the subject by long 
experience, ''There is nothing more cowardly in the ,vorld than a 
1nillion of dollars, unless it be t"'o millions of dollars." There is 
nothing so timid as capital, and when a man has achieved such a 
triumph as to restore forfeited confidence in such a gigantic enterprise 
as the Northern Pacific Railroad, and by dint of energy and mature 
jndgment carries that enterprise to a triumphant con1pletion, there is 
no material too enduring, and no monument too costly to serve as a 
memorial of his merits. Mr. '''"right, ,vhen capitalists had lost all 
hope, put his shoulder to the wheel, laid broad and deep the founda
tions of this grand work, and then a gleam of the light of hope 
shone upon it, the enterprise prospered as if by magic, and now that 
its completion is virtually an accomplished fact, it is pleasant for us 
to meet him on such an occasion as the present, when such a large 
and representative audience is met here to do him honor. * * * * 
A man has no conception of this country, of its vast area, its glorious 
diversified scenery, or the practically boundlessness of its resou1·ces 
until he leaves the Atlantic Coast, crosses the Alleghany mountains, 
passes through Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Iowa, over the Rockies into 
this very Garden of Eden on the Pacific Coast. I entirely agree with 
Governor Kirkwood in his opinion, that until a man has made this 
journey his education is not complete. * * * This grand country 
of mountains, rivers, highways and harbors-this land of colleges, 
churches and common schools the strength of our great Republic 
[applause] is ours. We have a people full of charity, benevolence and 
liberality, and in speaking of their greatness, the vastness of their 
wealth which finds a channel through their charity and liberality, we 
are to remember that to the working man we owe much, very much 
of it all. The hardy son of toil is the very backbone and strength of 
the country. But in saying this we are not to forget to do justice to 
the capitalist, ,vho by industry and sagacity, has amassed wealth, and 

) ,vho, at the critical moment, thro,vs it all into the balance, risking it 
all to save a great enterprise, and thus enabling labor to accorrplish 
conjointly with capital what it never could have attempted ,vithout it. 

The results of all this great work are ours, for they have become 
identified with this glorious country '.Vhich is our inheritance. 

Ours by the patriot's holy love, 
Ours by his deathly throe; 

Ours by the starry flag above, 
Ours by the blood below. 
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Ours by the freeman's titled deed 
To t.he land of liberty; 

Ours for the freeman's sacred creed, 
Ours for humanity. 

Ours from the placid Western sea, 
To the Emerald Eastern slopes; 

Ours by our fathers' history, 
Ours for our children's hopes. 

Ours f_rom the North lakes crystal wave• 
To the silvery Southern foam; 

Ours by the changeless right of grave!, 
Ours for the lives to come. 

Ours by the homes that deck the land, 
Ours by the pathways trod, 

Ours by the ages 1 stern demand, 
Ours by the gilt of God. 

[Prolonged appla.use.J 
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CHAPTER XXI. 
Interviewed in San Francisco-The Indian Que~tion .Again-Favors 

Blaine for President-Takes the Stumpfor Him-ls Nominated for 
Congress-Accepts-Bis Letter of Acceptance-Hi-rain Pricefor Bi1n 
-Speech at Muscatine. 

v,rhen in San Francisco, Gov. l{irkwood ,vas met by a 
representative of the Chronicle, who drew this pen picture of 
him, and to whom was accorded an interview: 

''S. J. Kirk"rood, Secretary of the Interior under President Garfield, 
"'ho arrived in the city fron1 the North on last Thursday, is a con1-
fortable looking man of apparently 60 years of age, though in reality 
he is almost 70. H e ,veurs plain clothes, constructed on liberal allow
ances for a figure but little under six feet, "'eighing about 180 and 
,vhich tends but slightly to corpnlency; the face is full, benevolent, 
intelligent with rugged, expressive features and framed by gray gal
ways. The forehead is high and square, and does not extend to the 
ba~k of the neck, as the ex-Secretary has still a good gro"1 th of iron 
gray hair. The gentleman seems to have an aversion to all kinds of 
01.·na-meut, for on his portly person the only thing that approaches 
je,velry, is a steel ,vatch chain. Unassuming as his clothes, so are also 
h,is manners. and ,vhen a Chronicle reporter called upon him he 
accorded an intervie,v most readily. 'Don't ask for news, for I have 
n·one,' he said, 'I came through a country where such a thing is not 
kno,vn, and have not had a chance to read the papers in order to see 
how the ,vorld is getting on.' 

'Have you read the account of Sheridan's new Indian policy in con
nection with the President's visit to the Shoshone Reservation, in 
to-day's paper?' 

'No I have not.· 
'But you have opinions concerning the oft-mooted plan of transfer

ring the Indians to the War Department?' 
'Well yes, I have had something to do ,vith the Indian policy of the 

country, and can't very well deny that I have formed certain ideas. 
One of these is that the army ought not to be charged with the guard
ianship of the Indians. You see the end and aim of every Indian 
policy 1nust be to make civilized people out of the savages. Now that 
can be done only by teaching them to work. But the Indian is not a 
born \Yorker, and it is difficult to make him do that. He is a hunter, 
and a warrior. He knows nothing of personal property rights, except 

428 
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in connection ,vith his arms and his ponies. The avowed policy of the 
Interior Department has been to train him and teach him by confid
ing his management to people from ,vhom he can take an example.' 

'Has not the example been a failure?' 
'Pretty generally I adini.~. ,ve have succeeded 'in mak_ing paupers 

out of the Indians, by trying to help them, and paupers are the most 
difficult class of all to reform. The worst thing you can do is to help 
a man who can, and won't help himself. The Interior Department is 
supposed to have furnished examples and opportunities to initiate 
them only, but in reality it has gone much further. If the change to 
the War Department is made, the endeavors to make ,vorkers out of 
the red men will cease of themselves. The army officers ,vill tell the 
Indian that he must work, and the Indian ,vill ask in return, 'Why 
don't you work?' 'Oh! we are soldiers and ,varriors,' our noble men 
of the army will reply, 'And so are ,ve,' the red men ,vill say and that 
will end it. The army can make targets out of the Indians, but it can't 
turn them into agriculturists. 1 

'Then do you think that the Interior Department has been success
ful in its policy and management.' 

•No, I ,von't say that. As I have already said, a great many of the 
Indian tribes have been effectually pauperized. Some tribes however 
have been reclaimed and ha'\"e becomed fairly good citizens. The 
s!1-ccess of the policy depends a great deal upon Lhe agents. some of 
whom are good and some are very bad. But I am satisfied that the. 
War Department will never solve the Indian question, unless it solves 
it with powder and ball, which would be more of a dissolution than a 
solution.'" * * * 

The interview covered the Land Grant question and the 
question of corporations in poJitics which ,vere fully dis
cussed and concluded with: 

" 'Do you think the monopoly issue will enter largely into the next 
Presidential canvass ?' 

'Well no. Both parties are committed to the doctrine of corporate 
control. I think the tariff issue ,vill be far n1ore important. People 
feel pretty strongly on that question in the east. The anti-monopoly 
question has not yet developed far enough, to come to the front, though 
I think it would come fast enough if the railroads ,vere as arrogant, 
grasping and unjust in the east as they are said to be here.' " 

The nomination of Jan1es G. Blaine as a candidate for 
President on the Republican ticket in 1884 was most gratify
ing to Gov. K.irk,vood, as he believed hin1 to be the best 
selection that could have been made, and he took the stump 
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in the advocacy of his election, making speeches to large 
audiences at Muscatine, Washington and various other places 
in the State. 

The following is a partial report by the Muscatine Journal 
of the speech made at Muscatine: 

''Mr. Mahin introduced Gov. Kirkwood as our esteemed and dis
tinguished War Governor, the personal friend of the lamented Garfield 
and the Senatorial and Cabinet associate of James G. Blaine. 

"Gov. Kirk,vood began his address with the statement that the United 
States ,vill in November next elect ·a President, and he was here to 
give one of his 'piain talks.' During the day he had Yisited the 
extensive saw mills and lumber yards of the city, and this thought 
occurred to him. Suppose this whole great lun1ber interest of the city 
was to be placed in the hands of a single superintendent and two can
didates for the position appeared, W. J. Young, and a smart young 
lawyer or doctor of the to,vn. Would anyone hesitate as to the one 
which shoul<l be appointed? No matter ho,v intelligent or active the 
latter might be, he certainly could possess no qualification equaling 
those of Mr. Young, whose years have been deyoted closely, consecu
tively and successfully to this business. His superior fitness and train
ing over his younger and inexperienced rival would be readily appar
ent to all. 

"The choice between Cleveland and Blaine is a parallel one. This is 
a great country, with fifty-five millions of people, Yast resources and 
boundless possibilities. It collects and disburses annually a revenue 
of four hundred millions of dollars. It requires years of study and 
effqrt and a great mind to comprehend the duties of Chief Executive. 
Compare Cleveland and Blaine in this respect. Scarcely six n1onths 
ago Cleveland was comparatiyely unknown. He had been sheriff of a 
county, and in filling those duties he insisted on personally perfot·ming 
a disagreeable duty, that would bring on the country, if he were elec
ted, the reproach of having a hangman for a President. He had been 
promoted to Mayor of a city, then to Governor of a State in time of 
peace, :lind that is all. It is said of him that he has neYer been in the 
city of Washington, nor west of the city of Cleveland, 0. [Laughter] 
'Why bless my soul,' continued the speaker, iu a burst of pleasant 
zeal, 'he has no complete education. (Continued laughter.] No man 
has who has not traveled the length and breadth of this land and 
grasped an idea of its tremendous extent. Cleveland never served in 
any legislative body.' 

••If you want a watch repaired do you go to a blacksmith ?-no mat
ter how much more brains he may have than the jeweler who makes 
that his trade. If you want a horse shod, do you go to a jeweler?- no 
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matter how much more learned he n1ay be than the blacksmith? You 
apply to that man who has made that \Vork his business and has 
kno,vledge and capacity therefor. Blaine is a statesman by long prac
tice and experience. You cannot read the history of this country for 
the past t,venty years-twenty years of our greatest National pros
perity, without reading the history of James G. Blaine. He began 
political life in his own State, and was Speaker of the popular branch 
of the General Assembly, and after,vards sent to Congress as repre
sentative to the United States Senate. and finally appointed to the 
cabinet of President Garfield. He has t,venty years of training in the 
very direction necessary to make an able President. E,·en his bitter
est enemies concede his great ability. 

''The speaker served with Blaine in the Senate four years, and 
became with him a member of Garfield's Cabinet, and he therefore 
spoke froru experience. He alluded feelingly for a fe\v 1noments to 
the close friendship and daily intercourse of the cabinet during tbe 
President's long illness. He personally kne,v Blaine to be an honest 
man, and he defied anyone to successfully controvert the assertion. 
The speaker citing bis O\Vn record and confidence al""ays placed in 
him by the people of Iowa, solemnly assured his hearers of his great 
admiration for and perfect trust in Blaine, ,vho ,vas eminently fitted 
to take charge of the affairs of the nation. 

"'Mr. Blaine,' he said, •,v-as not a saint, and the man ,vho smites 
him on the one cheek is quite likely to get his response 'straight fro1n 
the shoulder.' He has brains enough to have convictions, and cour
age enough to announce those convictions and to sf.and by and defend 
them. He has also 1 hat higher and better courage that enables him to 
i;;ee and admit the fact, when in error. He does not seek controversy, 
neither does he shun duty. In every fibre of his being he is au A1ueri• 
can, [prolonged applause] and he believes in making this country the 
greatest, strongest, richest and best nation in the ,vorld. • 

"ltr is charged that Blaine is a reckless man and may drive this 
country into ruin. This charge is entirely unfounded. 

"The speaker here read extracts from British ne-wspapers to show 
that the chief fear across the ocean is that Blaine's policy "'ould build 
up American commerce to the detriment of that of Great Britain, and 
that what Americans m~t ,vant foreign countries Jeast desire. He 
showed how the trade of this country with South An1erica passes 
through English channels, when it should be carried on dirf>ct. '\iVe 
should do nothing to uphold British trade, \vhen they do nothing to 
advance our commercial interests.· 

''The speaker then took np ti e Democratic platform and showed that 
the clause favoring American continental interests was a bold larceny 
from the Republicans. 

''Just after Blaine's nomination the Democracy began abusing him 
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for his South American policy, until they saw the effect on the masses 
and then they suddenly dropped their opposition and cunningly stole 
that very plank and put it in their own platform in order to catch 
votes! 

"The Democratic platform also favors •free ballot and a free count.' 
'.fhis, also, is the very heighth of impudence, in Yiew of the notorious 
perversions of the ballot box by that party in the South. We kno,v, 
and they know we know, that South Carolina, Mississippi and Louis
iana. would be Republican to-day with 'a free ballot and a fair 
count.' The speaker was a member of the Teller Investigating Com
mittee four years ago, and spoke from actual knowledge. He spent 
,veeks in New Orleans and Charleston personally and officially inves
tigating the frauds, and found that the elections had been a perfect 
farce. Voters were prevented by all sorts of means, including mur
der, from expressing their preferences at the polls. He related ho,v 
the colored minister Fairfax had to be smuggled to Washington by 
this thus humiliated National Com1nittee in time of peace, in order to 
gi"e him personal safety ,vhile giving important testimony. The 
Democratic platform simply lies ! 

"The method of voting by tissue ballots was next explained, the 
speaker folding a slip of paper and illustrating minutely just how it 
,vas clone, and how judges avoid abstracting the tissue ballots when 
more votes are found in the box than there are names on the list and the 
excess is reduced by dra,ving. In one precinct the committee fouud 
six hundred more votes had been returned than there were voters! 

"But for these Southern outrages and tissue ballots, the Republicans 
could not only carry the three States named but would have a fighting 
chance in Alabama, Florida, North Carolina and West Virginia. 

'·The tariff plank of the Den1ocratic platform was referred to, but 
the speaker confessed his inability to tell what it meant. The plank 
just suits all classes of Democrats, Protectionists and Free Traders 
alike. It was made by a committee embracing such Free Traders as 
Watterson of Kentucky, Morrison of Illinois, and Frank Hurd of 
Ohio; and such ardent Protectionie,ts as Randall of Pennsylvania, and 
Converse of Onio. The plank is ridiculously insincere and unreliable, 
and honest voters should not al1ow themselves to be caught with such 
chaff. 

"The Republican platform speaks squarely against polygamy in 
Utah, that foul blot on our country's honor, but on this vital point the 
Democratic platform is silent. 

"Young men were advised to study the history of the two great 
political parties; to remember the war and the aacrifices of thousands 
of brave lives in defence of our country; to note that every single 
measure for putting down the rebellion and reconstructing the 
affairs aud finances of the country was violently opposed by the 
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Democracy; tbat the latter had been tireless in their attempts to 
secure amnesty to rebel leaders and the traitors of the '"var, and that 
the only t\VO great measures they had ardently favored sil.\rl. ~' 
obtained control of Congress in 1874, were to restore Jeff Davis and 
Fitz John Porter to the full fa,·or of their countrymen. [Continued 
applause.] 

After devoting a few moments more to the tariff by request, in 
which he argued logically the right and the duty of the go,·ernment to 
impose taxes on imports, to discriminate as to what articles should be 
admitted free or taxed, and to take other proper measures to protect 
American labor and American industries, the Governor thanked his 
large audience, which dispersed amid music by the band and a preva
lence of satisfaction over the address. 11 

During the political canvass of 1886, Judge Hayes having 
been nominated for Congress in the Second Congressional 
District, T. J. O'Meara, who had been a Democrat ,vas put 
in nomination for the same office by a convention of the 
Knights of Labor, and as the district was overwhelmingly 
Democratic, many Republicans thought it best not to make 
any nomination, but to endorse the nomination of Mr. 
O'Meara. The Republicans of the district in their Congress
ional Convention divided upon this quPstion, those in favor 
of making a Republican nomination issued an address to the 
Republican voters of the district, and placed in nomination 
Samuel J. Kirkwood. That nomination was accepted Ly 
him in the following letter: 

Hon. J. 0. Shrader, 
Iowa CITY, Aug. 30, 1886. 

Chairman Republican Congressional Committee. 
Second District of Iowa: 

l have read with much interest and care the address of the commit• 
tee appointed by the convention of which you \Vere chairman, explain
ing the unfortunate division of opinion that arose in the full convention 
and results in its divided actioo. 

The address does oot seek to excuse or apologize for the action of 
that portion of the convention over which you presided, but boldly, 
but temperately justifies it. I fully concur in the reasoning and the 
conclusion of the address that those over whom you presided consti• 
tuted the Republican convention, and therefore I address you as its 
chairman. The failure of the full convention to nominate some 
Republican as its candidate, was, in my judgment, a failure to execute 
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a highly important trust, a failure to perform a plain or imperative 
duty, a failure, the effect of ,vhich ,vould have been to taint the good 
name of the Republican party ,vith the bad odor of bargaining and 
trickery. I squarely deny the right and the po,ver of a political dele
gate convention to con1pel its constituents either to lose their votes or 
to cast them for one not of their political faith. What would be 
thought of a Presbyterian synod that should elect as its representative 
in a Presbyterian General Assembly a J.\,1ethodist presiding elder or 
bishop? I regret only that the necessity of the situation seemed 
finally to require my nomination. But some Republican was required 
to take up the burden, and as the choice fell upon me, I accept it 
cheerfully with \vhatever of responsibility may attach to the act, and 
shall do the best I can lo justify the choice. 

There are three candidates in the field, the Republican, the Demo
cratic and the Knights of Labor candidates. But when we look 
beneath the surface are we not justified in saying that there are but 
two policies involved, the Republican and the Democratic? 

What has been for the last quarter of a century the unpardonable, 
because the unrepented political sin of the Democratic party north and 
south? In the South it took form in the substitution of force and 
violence, of war and bloodshed in the place of argument, discussion 
and the ballot to rectify a supposed wrong in the election of Abraban1 
Lincoln. In the North it took form in la.bored apologies for, aud half
hearted justification of the course of the South, in efforts in some ,vay 
to compro1uise a condition of affairs that did not admit of compromise. 
The vital principle of our form of government was involved, and that 
is, that men are capable of self-government; that where as in this 
country all male citizens are allowed to vote, they have intelligence 
enough to know how their welfare may be best promoted, and honesty 
enough to do what their intelligence dictates should be done. All 
admit, that at times grave errors may be committed, even greaL 
wrongs done, because men are human and fallible; but the earnest 
believer in man's capacity for self-government insists that the same 
honesty and intelligence, and honesty of purpose ,vhich may at times 
be misled, will e,-entually, after argument and discussion, discover 
where errors have been committed or wrongs have been done, and 
will gladly rectify and correct them. 

If this is not true then our system of government must prove a 
failure, and he who in ,Yhatever interest or for ,vbatever cause seeks 
to accomplish political ends by force and violence instead of argument 
and discussion and a free and fair ballot box, whether he so intends or 
not, strikes a direct blo,v not only at our system of governmeut, but 
at the very fou nd 1tion on which it rests. A.s I have said this fatal 
mistake of substit11ting force and violence for argument and discus
sion, has so saturated the Democratic party north and south, that it is 
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practiced by that party in some of the States, and is justified or excused 
in others, and heuce Republicans oppose and must oppose tbom. 1'be 
truth is that the Democratic party has been utterly unable to compre. 
hend the great question gro,ving out of the election of Mr. Lincoln, 
the wat' that followed, the reconstruction of the rebel States and the 

' financial questions resu !ting fron1 all these, It has contented itself with 
opposing and obstructing all the Republicans ha,,e endeavored to do, 
and have. in a measure, happily accomplished; an<l ,vhen something 
has been done they declared could not be done, or ought not to be done, 
lhey have generally ,vben the thing was done, ,vith more or less grace 
"accepted the situation" and so1uet.imes claimed the credit of the act. 
But ,vhat, say the frieuds of the candidate of the Knights of Labor, 
has all this to do ,vith us? Let us see. I have not the pleasure of a 
personal acquaintance ,vith 1'1.r. O'Meara. He is said to be a reputable 
gentleman, whom any of his supporters would be ,rilling to ackno,vl
edge a.s a fair represeutative of their character and respectability; 
,vithout this they ought not to support him. But ,vhat does he stand 
for politically? What do the Knights of Labor stand for politically? 
And 1nuch more important yet, and by what method does he and the 
great organization of Knights propose to accomplish ,vhat they stand 
for7 They arc endeavoring to absorb various other labor organiza
tions that have hitherto been independent of, and to some degree 
hostile to them. Before that can be accomplished it will be necessary 
for them to reconcile the ,vide difference existing in their own organ
ization, and bet,veen theru and those they seek to absorb, and until 
that shall have been done, no one can kuo,v ,vhat he endorses when 
be affiliates ,vith them. 'Their professions of political faith have thus 
far come from small seotious of the order, and these have beeu on 
many points vague and indetiniLe, until this year, as I understand, 
they have discountenanced political organization and action. No,v 
they are organizing for political euds, entering the political field but 
with divided counsels and discordant action. In this district they con 
sent to affiliate ,vith us if ,ve consent to abandon our organization and 
endorse their candidate. In the seventh district they march bodily 
into the Democratic carnp. '.fhey have a perrect right to do these 
things, but they must not be surprised if thoughtful men hesitate to 
act ,vith the1n, until they know more of their purposes and especially 
of their intended methods of acoomplisbi:tg their purposes. As to 
t,heir 1netbods, so far as publicly sbo,vn, they are very unsatisfactory . 
Mr. Po~vderly and his adherents in the order advise orderly aod 
peaceful methods in general, but claim some,vhatvaguely lhn.t in case 
of "e1nergeucy" other methods may be necessary. What e1nergenc.:y ~ 
Mr. Irons and his aclhereDLS inaugurated and carried 011 a strike at 
and southwest of St. Louis during the current year, and ,ve all kno,v 
the metbods then pursued. All admit their right to strike, but not 
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content with that they resorted to force, violence, riot and bloodshed, 
and for weeks the entire business of a large section of country \Vas 
completely paralyzed by their action. A r ecent strike in Chicago has 
shown the same methods, but to a less extent. The Republican party 
cannot either directly or indirectly endorse such methods, and until 
the Knights have agreed among theroselves as to what they want and 
how they propose to get it, it is not only prudent but imperative that 
:we abstain from endorsement of or affiliation with the order. 

One of th~ strangest features of the contest in this district is the 
eagerness \Vith ,vhich certain members of our party endorse Mr. 
O'Meara. They have an intense dislike amounting to hate of lvlr. 
Hayes, and they seem to think there is nothing important in the con
test except to defeat him. They have been for the last two years past 
shouting themselves hoarse with denunciations of force and violence, 
rioting and murdering in our own State, but all of that has occurred 
in Iowa in two years is but a moderate gale compared to the tornado 
that swept over St. Louis during the recent strike there, and yet they 
appear not only willing to endorse the latter while continuing to 
denounce the former, but to denounce as not good Republicans all 
who do not join in with them. 

I cannot and will not join with them. Republicanism, in my judg
ment, is not a mere temporary thing, but is to stand so long as our 
system of government shall stand, and in my judgment they will go 
down together, if go down they must. Republicanism stands for equal 
and exact justice to all men, for "the equality of all men before the 
law, '' for argument, discussion , open public discussion and tbe ballot, 
as opposed to force, violence, rioting, murder and rebellion, and so 
believing I am for Republicanism. The Republican party has done 
more during the thirty years of its existence for labor and the labor
ing man than any other political organization here or elsewhere has 
done in a century. It has done n1ore for the cause of good order and 
the general welfare of our country, and for government of the people, 
by the people, and for the people, in this and other lands, than ,vas 
done by any other party in a century, and it is continuing its good 
,vork slowly but steadily. I t must mo,·e slowly because it moves on 
sixty millions of people, and sixty millions of people move slo,vly in 
tilne of peace. It has made mistakes because it is composed of fallible 
men, and has not al ways been able to correct its mistakes. But it is 
at times discouraging to find u1en who seem to think that whatever 
sball not. be accomplished while they live " ' ill neYer be accomplished, 
blaming it for not having done more although it bas already done so 
much, and deliberately planning in some of the States i ts ciestrnction in 
the vain hope that they ,vi 11 b11i Id 11 pa better and st ronger organization. 

Hut I must bring this letter to a. close. I intended a text, I fear I 
am giving a sermon. 
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I think all who kno"v me intimately, know that I not only did not 
seek your nomination, but consented reluctantly to accept it, if offered. 
It has been offered and I accept it, and I shall do my best to make the 
canV"ass a not \vholly defensive one. But I must have help, and I call 
upon every man in the district and out of it, who belieYes as I believ-e, 
to be up and doing Especially I call upon you young 1ben who were 
unborn or babes or mere lads ,vhen Republicanism had its birth,_to • 
examine these matters carefully. I am making the fight not for myself 
but for you. I am fighting for that \Yhich your fathers fought for. 
and for that ,vhich you should see to it that your children shall enjo:. 
With your help 1,he battle may be won, but be the result what it may, 
I shall feel I have done my duty. If your fathers had fought only 
when they were sure of victory, our late war might have ended 
otherwise than it did. There are worse things in this world than defeat 
in a good cause, and one of them is the knowledge that defeat might 
have been victory, if each man ,vho desired "Victory had done his best 
to win it. 

Very truly, 

S. l. KIRKWOOD. 

Hon. Hiram Price who had previouslJ' represented this 
district or a part of it in Congress was written to in regard 
to bis support of the "Old ,var Governor" for Congress, and 
in reply, after discussing fully the condition of affairs in the 
district, says in conclusion: · 

"The Republican party has not only saved the nation politically 
and financially, but has been during all the years of its existence the 
firm and unS\Yerving friend of the laboring classes, as a proof of which 
I point with pride to the tens of thousands of poor men throughout our 
country, who now o"·n their own horues and farms, through the opera
tion of the ho1nestead la,v, giYen them through the action of the Repub
lican party and ,vhich the Democratic party, though in po,Yer for fifty 
years, failed and refused to do. 

"And now what of the standard bearer chosen by the Republicans to 
lead in the fore front of their advancing columns? Is it possible that you 
gentlemen who addressed to n1e those letters, could have any doubt as 
to my position ? Don't you kno"' that Gov. Kirk,vood and I ha,e beeu 
fast friends for n1ore than a quarter of a century? Don't you kno"· 
that I kno,.,• he is one of the n1ost clear-headed and honest-hearted 
men that Iowa can boast of? Dou·t yon know that I kno"'· that no 
man can ser,e the Second Congressional District better, aud fe\Y a~ 
,vell as he can'! Why. of course yon kno,v all these things, and wust 
know that I am for him; he being the staejard bearer of the Repub
lican party. I kno\V him better than you do, and thus kno,Ying him I 
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am for him. I don't pretend that ,ve always agreed upon all questions 
but we came as near it as any two men you can find who do their own 
thinking. I only wish that all the anti-Hayes men could be united on 
him, and thus send a man to Congress who would be a credit to the 
Second Congressional District." 

The Illinois Peoria Transcript under the caption, ''What 
kind of a ruan he is, and what kind of a campaign he makes," 
says: 

"Sam Kirkwood has gone about his canvass for Congress in the 
Second lo\va.District with that sound common sense that is his great
est trait. He says that there are grave doubts about his being elected. 
This shows his shrewdness as politician, as well as his rugged honesty. 
He was chosen to lead a forlorn hope, and be doesn't disguise from 
himself or his friends the prospect of defeat. He indulges in no loud 
mouthed assurances that he knows he cannot be sustained by a calm 
recount of the possibilities. Shrewd, Honest Old Sam! There is more 
hard meat underneath the skull of his exterior, than there isinadozen 
of your soft shells, who mistake noise for argument, and self-confi
dence for ability. Blaine once said of him he would rather have Sam 
Kirkwood on his side before a Maine audience, than any public speaker 
he knew, because of his knack of pleasing and instructing the common 
people." 

On the 24th of September Gov. Kirkwood opened the 
canvass in a speech made at Davenport, of which the follow
ing is a report. Hon. J as. T. Lane introduced the speaker, 
who was greeted with round after round of applause, which 
assured him that he was a most welcome guest. When 
silence was restored he said: 

Mr. Chairman and My Fellow Citizens :-In my letter accepting 
the nomination of the Republican Congressional Conveution, I tried 
to show, and think I did show, that voters in this district who profess 
the Republican faith cannot consistently with that faith support either 
the Democratic or Knight of Labor candidate. 

The reason assigned for this opinion was, that both these p.fl,rtie~ 
had shown by their acts, which speak louder than WOfds, tha,t they ar~ 
,villing when discussion and the ballot fail to !l,Ccomplisq their enpsi 
to resort to force and violence instead; that force anq. Yiolence tq 
accomplish political ends have no proper pla,.ce in ou:r syst~m of gov
ernn1ent, and that any p,arty using or advocating or perrqitting tµe 
use of such means, should not be trusted. 

! HP4erst~q4 ~s ~uch ac~s of the .P~lllQ{}l'fti~io r~rtr tije great c;viJ 
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war through which we passed at such enormous cost of life and treas
ure, and the present denial of the right of suffrage to a large body of 
qualified voters in so111e of the States that \Vere on the wrong side in 
the civil war. The rebellion against the verdict of the ballot was 
inaugurated and fought to the bitter end, by ,vhat was then the dom
inating element of the Democratic party; and the right of suffrage is 
to-day refused in some of the States to persons as !awfully entitled to 
its exercise, as we are, by the same element that again dominates that 
party. But it is now said that it is wrong to allude to these things at 
this day; that the war is over; that allusions to it only tend to per
petuate sectional strife; that all such allusions are in the cant phrase 
of the day, "Waving the bloody shirt.'' 

Let us try to understand this matter. There was a right side and 
a wrong side in that bloody contest, ,yas there not? Was not our side 
the right side, and if so, why is it wrong to say so? 

If we were not in the right, then you soldiers instead of fighting 
that ''Government of the people, and by the people, and for the people 
should not perish from the earth," were the ,villing tools of a base 
tyrant, and were trampling in the bloody mire of many a ,vell fought 
battle field the aspirations of brave men, struggling to be free; ,vhich 
was you doing? But it is again said all this is past and gone, and all 
north and south are no,v agreed that ,ve were right and they were 
wrong. Let us see; ,vhy do we erect statues and monuments in honor 
of the men who fought so bravely for the Union? w·hy do ,ve go 
yearly to our eemeteries to decorate the graves of those of them who 
died so bravely for the Union? Why do the suryivors hold the fre
quent reunions which they enjoy so much? Are not these things iutended 
to, and do they not successfully teach to our young people that the 
cause for which their fathers fought was a just and holy cause? No"v 
our southern brethren are erecting statues and monuments in honor 
of the men who fought so bra,ely to destroy the Union; they go yearly 
to the cemeteries to decorate the graves of their dead, who died to 
destroy it; they have reunions of the survivors of their soldiers who 
doubtless enjoy themseh·es as you enjoy yourselves. Now if these 
things, done among us haye the etfect of keeping alive the fire of 
patriotisn1 that burnt so brightly t\venty years ago, what must be the 
effects of similar acts done in the States lately in rebellion? I do not 
say that these things done there are intended to teach their young peo
ple that the cause for \vhich their fathers fought was a just and holy 
one, but must it not, aud does it not produce thnt effect? 

May we not learn something on this point by considering the 
f:'nthusiastic ovation given to Jefferson Davis iu his receut triumphant 
journey from Alabama to South Carolina? I submit ,vhether it is 
,vise and safe to trust with the control of our government, a party 
whose dominating element now is the same that it \Vas twenty-five 
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years ago, and that to-day deprives our and their fello,v citizens of the 
ballot. to keep themselYes in power. \Vill the Union soldiers who are 
Democrats permit a suggestion? You1· voice if unitedly raised should 
he aud would be potential in Deruocratic councils; ,vhy can you not 
send as delegates to the next Democratic National Convention, a num
ber of yourselves, representative men to say to that body, this in sub
stance: "\Ve insist for the \Velfare of our country and our party that 
our platform shall declare that the citizens orcupying all our States 
and Territories are citizens of one nation, and not merely citizens of as 
n1any independent soYereign nations, as there are or may be Statl·S in 
the Union; that the paramount allegiance of each citizen is due to the 
national government, and not to the State in ,vhich he may liYe; that 
the attempt of citizens of one or more States hereafter to dissolve the 
Union by force is treason." Is not this ,vhat you fought for? If so 
:should you not stand bravely for it ,Yith the ballot, as you did with the 
bayonet? Concede to tl.Jem freely that they belie, eel they ·were right, 
and fought for their belief as bravely as men could fight; but having 
appealed their cause to the final great court of battle, over which God 
himself presides, and the judgment having gone against them, they are 
in honor bound to submit to that judgment and admit their error, and 
to say for themselves and their children and their children's children; 
that the case is closed fore,·er. Have you not the right to ask this, 
and is it not your duty to ask it"? And when this shall have been 
done, and "'hat you strove so bravely for has been made sure, will it 
not be time for us to forget ,vhat "' e have so long since forgiven? 

But vvhy don't you talk to us of the present and not of the past, 
you say? I reply I know of no better \Vay of detern1ining ,vhat shall 
Le don~ at the present, or in the future, then by a careful stu<ly of the 
past. But taking your narro,v view of the present my De1noc•ratic 
friends, "'hat is there to say? For eighteen months past you have 
had full possession of the Executi,·e Department of our national gov
ernment, and ha,·e had such po,ver in the legislative department that 
nothing could be done without your consent; how do you like the 
result so far? 

What were the party cries upon which you wen the election in 1884? 
You were told of the large a1nonnt of money held uselessly in t e 

treasury, to the injury of the public, and told if you ,vere placed in 
po\\'er, the Den1ocratic administration ,vouhl have it paid out on the 
public debt, au<l the financial pressure on the people relieved. J.\rlonths 
passed during \Yhich time the amount of 1noney iu the treasury kept 
steadily increasing, and none of it ,vas so paid out. About the time 
Congress met the mutterjngs of discontent bcC'arue so ominous, that 
the Secretary oft.he Treasury felt cou1pelled, yery reluctantly, to yield 
and commenced payment of the public debt. But so suspicions had 
his party friends become of his earnestness in the matter, tha,t a bill 
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,vas passed in the Democratic house taking from the Treasury Depart
ment the discretionary po,vcr under ,vhich Republican administra
tions had paid more than half our great debt, and making the <.·011-

Linued payment of the debt coinpulsory. They ,vere un,villing to 
trust their o,Yn administration ,vith the discretion conferred upon 
Republican administrations. The S.epublican Senate cOncurred ,vith 
the opinion of the House in the policy of continued pay1uent of the • 
debt, but willing to trust the administration further titan its o,vn 
friends in the House ivere, au1ended the bill giving large discretion to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, the bill ,vent back to the House, the 
amendments were agreed to, and the bill ,vent to the President for his 
consideration. What did he do? He did not veto the bill: had that 
been done it is almost certain it "'ould have passed both Houses over 
his veto. but aYailing himself of his constitutional right to hold a. bill 
for consideration for ten days, he held it until Congress adjourned 
before the ten days expired, and thus killed it by what is kuo,vn as 
the pocket veto; and then as soon as Congress adjourned, the Treasury 
Department began to call bonds for pa,yment with almost prodigal 
haste. '£he almost contemptous treatment of Congress by the Presi
dent ,vould be amusing if it were not startling. 

Until the President was inaugurated, a little over eighteen months 
ago, be had literally no experience or training in national public 
affairs. There are iu both houses of Congress gentlemen of both 
political parties, ,vho have had such experience and training for many 
years, and yet in some of his "ery numerous "eto messages he lectures 
Congress for its carelessness and inattention to its business, ,vith 
greater freedom than I felt at liberty t..o use to,vards my scholars ,vhen 
teaching in my young days in the country school houses, 

You ,vill remember my Democratic friends other cries used to 
iuduce you to vote for "reform;" you ,vere told and retold and told 
again, that every departmeut of the govei-nment ~vas corrupt. This 
" 'as told, and told, and told, until you bearJ and read it, got to believe 
it, and perhaps some of those ,vho printed it and told it, got to believe 
it. You ,vere told that it was absolutely necessary that the Democrats 
should •'have access to the books, 1• so as to lay bare th e enormous 
stcalings that had been going on under Republican rule. \Ve told you 
truthfully that for eight of the then preceding ten years the House of 
Representatives bad been Democratic; that it bad at each session a 
standing committee for each of the seven departments, ,vhose special 
duty it ,vas to examine the expenditures of the departn1ent for "'hich it 
\Vas appointer\, and that such committees bad either failed to perfo1111 
their dutie<; , or had not been able to di scover auy importaut " ' rong. 
But you paid no heed, and the cry rang loudly tbroug-h the land, •'Let 
llS see t be books. " 

\Yell )'OH have pad th~ boo,;s for eighteeq mogths, aud ~ave coµµteq 
' ' 
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the money and ,vhat have you found 9 You have found the money all 
in its place, and the books all right. Do you really like to be hum
bugged? And the more you are humbugged, do you the more trust 
those ,vho humbug you? What is the condition of your party to-day? 
On what great question of public policy do you agree among your
selves? You are widely and hopelessly at variance on the tariff que~
tion. Mr. Randall, leading one section of your party, and 1v1r. l\,lorri
son leading the other, have so antagonized each other in a strongly 
Democratic House. that this great question during a long session of 
eight months has not been acted upon. 

You are as hopelessly divided as to the money we shall have to 
carry on the vast business of the country. The President and the 
Treasury Department are fully committed to the Wall street idea that 
,ve shall have no legal tender money but gold; while a large portion, 
if not a majority of your members of Congress are in favor of an 
unlirnile<l t·oiuage of i:>ilver: " ·hat go0<l can be hoped for from a party 
so hopelesbly divided against itself? 

\Vhen the election ,vas over, and yon found to your surprise you 
had elected your President, you did agree on one thing, · •'fo the victors 
Le long the spoils," you tu rued your back upon pledges gi veu Lefore 
election, that if successful you ,voul<l carry out in good faith the 
la,v of civil service reforn1. Your President " ·as disposed to keep his 
\\'Orel, and your pledges on that subject, and you reme1nber the cry of 
surprise an<l auger that\\ ent up all over the land iu consequence, anu 
the curses both loud and deep that accompanied that cry. 

Your party are Largaining and dickering "ith every faction in the 
iau<l; greenba<:kers, labor organizations, prohibition, anything and 
e\-erythiug to catch votes and gndgeons; son1e of ,vbom seem quite 
,rilling to be caught for a consideration. I do not say these things to 
make you angry; it is yery hard" ork to convince au angry man, and 
niy \\·ish is to convince you that the De1uocralic party has outlived its 
usefulness, that it has become a 111ere aggregation of discorclant and 
conflicting factious, and further, that the proper thing to do is to leave 
it and join us. I ask you this in all frankness and ,vith all kindness. 
Think it over in the same spirit. 

In my letter of acceptance I tried to sho\v, and I think I dicl show, 
good reasons ,vhy the Republican party could not endorse the Knights 
ot Labor party. ,ve do not kno,v yet just what 1t v.•ants to do, or how 
it proposes to do it. If its methods of ho,v to do it arefairlysho,vn by 
the methods employed in the street car strikes and railroad strikes at 
/:,t. IJouis, the street car strikes in N e,v York, and the strike against 
l he Lake Shore Railroad, and the lvicCormick Reaper ,vorks recently 
in Chicago; then its methods are methods of lawlessness, violence and 
rioting, and these the Republican party cannot wisely endorse in my 
judgment, and I think it is not only your right, but your duty to ask 

• 
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Judge Hayes and Mr. O'Meara ,vhether they ,vitl do so, and that it is 
your right and duty to have ans,vers to your questions . 

The Republican party is for peace and good order, because peace 
and good order are essential lo the well being of the country; it pro
poses to accomplish its ends by argu1uent and open discussion and the 
ballot. It invites the closest and sharpes: discussion of all proposed 
la,vs and all existing la,vs; to the end that ue,v la"'s may be wisely 
made if made at all; and existing la,vs ,visely amended if a1nendment 
be needed. 

I like to say what I think, and I do not like to see a man who is 
afraid to express his convictions. A man should have the courage to 
say just ~vbat his opinions are. This district especially and the State 
in general is interested in the building of the Hennepin Canal. I have 
for years favored the \\'Ork, and should do al. I could to accom
plish that end. 'l',vo interests ,vould be affected by the building of 
this canal; one tl..ie railroads. N o,v I atu a friend of the railroads; they 
haYe their rights and should be protected, but should not be upheld 
,vben they ask for more than their rights. We should remember that 
railroads are run for the country, and not the country for the rail
roads. \\Then this canal is built it ,vill interfere so1ue,vhat ,vith the 
railroad companies, but they ,vill hasre the vast Territories of the ,vest 
and north"•est, beyond us to and from ,vbich to transport grain and 
passengers, and never need fear but that the money invested ,vill give 
a fair return. But ,vhen the progress of the couutry requires new 
,vorks to be built, they ,vill be carried out and existing corporations 
and establishments 1uust content themselves and succuu1b to the 
requirements of a country's progress. What attention ,vas paid to the 
stage coach ,vben the railroads ,vere built? Millions of dollars were 
in,·ested in coaches and horses, but they had to look out for themselves 
the progress of the age required railroads. 

And no,v I wish to say a little on the labor question. You com
plain that no one does anything for you, that you do not have a fair 
sho,v. No,v I ask if the Republican party has not done more for labor 
than any other political party or parties have done for it in the entire 
preceding years of the existence of this nation? When ,vas there a 
lin .. e iu the history of our government ,vhen the laboring man ,vas as 
,veil situated as he is to•day? Further ,vest you ,vill find thousands of 
laboritig men, owne1·s of fine farms that they never ,vould have owned 
in the ,vor\d, if i~ had not been for the homestead la.,v, passed by the 
Republican party. [Loud cheers.] The Republican party has ,vorked 
the only 1uiracle that I have kno,vn of in my life, by elevating four 
n1illions of human beings from a condition of being mere chattels, to 
the position of being men and women, ,vhose rights ,vere recognized 
by the laws of the land. Why did the labor organizations strike? 
Was it because the fare ,vas too high, and the freight rates too heavy? 

• 



THE LIFE A~D TI,rF.s OP SA:.'tIUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 439 

Did they strike because the railroads charged too much? No, they 
struck to get shorter hours, and higher ,vages. Did they strike to 
build railroads or to reduce the price of raw materials to manufactur
ers, or to reduce the price of goods to consumers? No, but in their 
strikes they forgot to consider ,vhere the consumers and n1erchants 
aud farmers co1ue in. They are certainly wrong " 'hen they assu1ue 
to legislate for themselYes, and do not consider the effect on all people 
iu branches of business different from their own as one portion can
not prosper at the expense of others without wrong. 

Not long ago my friends came to me and inquired whether or not 
I wanted to go to Congress. I asked myself, do you not want that 
honor; but I thought I had had honor enough. I have been three 
times Governor of this great State of Iowa, and do not want addi
tional honor. My friends said in times gone by, you ,vanted us to 
vote for you, and now we \\·ant to use you and want you to let your• 
self be voted for. [Cheers.] I felt it my duty and accepted the nom
ination. I don't like a 1nean man, and one who will not be accommo
dating, as there is nothing in my judgment more contemptible than 
ingratitude. But don't misunderstand me; I want to he elected. * * 

In this district you ,vant to hire a man to go to Congress. [Cheers.] 
Well, that is about the size of it. There are three gentlemen from 
,vhom you can choose. Of Ivlr . Hayes and O'Meara I shall say nothing 
and modesty prevents my speaking at length about the third. You want 
a man ,vho,Yill represent the intelligence and character of the people of 
this district. 'l'hat fact I think you know. You may choose between the 
three men, but I wish to say modestly, to tlle contrary notwithstanding, 
that I think I fill that part of the bill. (Tremendous applause.] Some 
gentlemen inform me that I am too old to go to Congress, and deli
cately hint that I am in my second childhood. I have an opinion on 
that subject that I do not intend to express, while others tell me that 
the cxp~riences I haYe had in the Congress of the United States, and a 
brief experience as a cabinet office'i- would give me an adYantage over 
my competitors. I have an opinion on that subject also ,vhich I intend 
to ,vithholcl. [Cheers.] You must make up your minds to this fact 
ho,vever-an election is not like a base ball game or a. regatta. It is 
business. It is a matter that affects the welfare of every man in the 
country. That is what an election is. How many of us go Lhe polls 
asking nothing but "which is my party ticket?'' No matter who he is 
or ,vhat, you ought to go a little deeper than that. If it should be 
your good pleasure to send me I will go, and I ,vill do for this district 
and State and country the test I can ,vith what knowledge and ability 
God has given 1ne. Men may promise to do more, but they will cheat 
you in the end. With many thanks for your kind attention I ,vill bid 
you good night. 
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The district was very thoroughly canvassed, the Governor 
addressing good-sized audiences in nearly every large town 
in it. 

The election resulted in the choice of• J udg~ Hayes, he 
having received 15,279 votes, Mr. O'Meara, 8,602, and 
Gov. Kirkwood 8,009. 

*This was the last political canvass in which Gov. Kirk
,vood took an active part. He ,vould undoubtedly have 
engaged in the Presidential one t,vo years later, as his inter
est in public affairs had not abated, but his health ,vould not 
permit of bis engaging in public speaking. 

*If all the anti Hayee vote• had been cast for Governor Kirkwood, be would have 
been elected by 1,SS2 majority. 

' 



• 

CHAPTER XXII. 
Did More Public Speaking Than Anyone Else in Iowa-Character as a 

Speaker-As a Blcin-Blaine's Estimate of Him-Birthday Anni
't:ersaries Observ1d-Always a Friend and Promoter of Education
An Epitome of the Exploits of Iowa Soldiers-Kirkwood and Pusey 
in the Senate in 1858-V'isit of Old Friends, Seplernber, 18.92-
Those Present-Those TFho Wrote They TVanted to be-Speech by 
Judge Geo. G. Wright-Letters Read from Hira11i Price, Samuel 
Murdock, Jacob Rich, R. D. Kellogg, Judge Woolson and B. F. Gue 
-Speeches on the Lawn-Gov. Kirkwood as a Poet. 

For a period of thir(r }rears-from 1856 to 1886- almost 
the life time of a generation of men, no man in the State had 
done more public political speaking, or discussed more 
elaborately the great questions of the times than Gov. l{irk
wood, and crowds always gathered to listen to him, and he 
never ,vearied an audience, no matter how long was his dis
course. He always secured the attention of his hearers from 
the first and held it to the last; he seemed to have almost a 
magic power over them. 

As a speaker he was never what is termed "florid or 
eloquent." Flights of fancy, figures of rhetoric, or highly
colored pictures of the imagination he never indulged in; but 
cogency of statement, purity of diction, perspicacity of style, 
directness of purpose, clearness of comprehension, perfection 
of analysis and aptness of illustration, were qualities he pos
sessed in an eminent degree. He always labored to enlighten 
the understanding and convince the judgment of his hearers, 
rather than to arouse their passions or appeal to their pre
judices. 

The ceaseless, tireless, roaring ''loom of time" never 
sent from the workings of its treadles and shuttle, or 
unrolled from its beam a stronger, finer or firmer web than 
when it ushered into official life Snmuel J. l{irkwood. With 
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a 1nasculine understanding, an abundant stock of hard com-
1non sense, the courage of his convictions, a stout and reso
lute heart, an honest and an intense regard for the public 
,velfare, an ardent lover of justice, uprightness aud truth in 

• all its relations and applications, he resolutely and fearless],, 
n1et every responsibility, and performed with fidelity every 
public duty imposed upon him . 

Ja~. G. Blaine recounting the merits of the ••War Gov-
ernors" of 1861 in his ''T\venty Years of Congress," says: 

''The Governor of lo\va was Samuel J. Kirk\vood, a man of truth, 
courage and devoted love of country. Distinguished for comprehen
sive intelligence, for clear foresight, for persuasive speech, for spotless 
integrity, for thorough acquaintance ,vith the people, he was a model 
of executive efficieucy. 11 

The Io,va City National Bank was organized in 1882, 
when Gov. Kirkwood was chosen President of the Board of 
Directors, which office he continued to hold hy repeated 
re-election unlil January, 1889; and since that time retaining 
the directorship until the re-organization of the bank, he has 
been living in retirement on his place of some t\venty acres 
adjoining Io,va City, ,vhere for a long series of years his 
oldest brother, no,v deceased, and t,vo of his wife's sisters. 
iVlrs. Col. E. 1\' . Lucas and M,·s. J. E. Je,vett, have been 
his three nearest neighbors. During son1e portion of the time 
,vhile president of the bank he was unable from sickness and 
other causes to perform all the duties of the office, when he 
shnred with Geo. W. Le,vis, the vice-president, the honors 
ancl labors and the salary attached to it. 

During the last few years, on the anniversary of his 
birth, December 20, it bas been the custom here to raise the 
National flag on the Oily Ilall, the Stttte University and the 
Court House, and his i1nmedintc friends on these occasions, 
often with a band of 1nusic, have called upon him in a body, 
and presented him their congratulations; and those of his 
friends that were greeted by him the 1nost heartily were, not 

• 
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the politicians, but the old soldiers, '·his boys," as he used 
to and still does delight to call the1n. 

No citizen of the State has 111orc deeply interested him
self in the ca11::,e of education than he. For severnl years in 
succession be \Yas sub-director in his school district, and has 
been a men1ber of the Board of Regents of th<' State Uni
versity, and one of the Trustees of the State Agricultural 
College. He has always taken a lively interest in the State 
Historical Society; been several times a member and Presi
dent of the Board of Curators of that institution, and he has 
been a generous donor of books and pamphlets to its library, 
contributing at one time 419 bouncl book.s and 524 pam
phlets. While heing an active participant in making history, 
he has been equally active in securing means for its preser
vation. 

He at one time <.luring the war endeavored to secure a 
photograph of ever}' Io,va colonel for the society, but after 
obtaining some fifteen he abandoned the \vork as a hopeless 
task. It ,vas at his suggestion and on his solicitation that 
many relics of the war have been sent to the Historical 
Society for preservation. Writing to Surgeon Cochran, then 
in the service. he says, • 'Re111cn1 her the Historical Society 
and myself in the way of trophies.'' 

During his gubernatorial tern1 and on his recommendation 
as a Governor, the first money ($500) was appropriated from 
the State treasury to the State Historical Society. to be used 
in the collection and preservation of historical n1aterial. 

At no time in his life bas the Governor been desirous of 
i accumulating a fortune. To become rich above his fellows 

was never one of his aims. In all his relations of life as a 
business man, whether in private or official station, ''the 
Eternal Right" ,vns his preference to ~ 'the Almighty Dollar." 
A competence he always had and that to him was satis-

factory. 
He seemed to have lived and acted upon the maxim that, 



444 'l'HE LIFE A.ND TI)IES OF' SA)IUEL J. KlRK,fOOD 

"He that holds fast the golden mean, 
And lives conteutedly bet\\·een 
The little and the great, 
Feels not the '\Yan ts thnt pinch the poor, 
Or plagues that haunt the 1ich man's door." 

When the State voted to issue $800,000 in bonds during 
his term of office to carr.}' on the "·ar, un<l onl.}' $300,000 
"·as expended, here ,Yas a margin of $500,000 left frc,n1 
"·hich large profits could have been n1ade in its expenditure, 
if \Ve had not then ha<l a faithful ,,?utch <log of the treasury 
in the person of the Executive, aided bjr the vigilnnt officers 
associated with him to carry out his plans and practice his 
and their honesty and economy. 

If there is a branch of the Fcderttl Governn1ent that has 
more thun any other been tainted "·ith peculation and job
bery, it is the Dt•pnrtn1ent of the Interior, of "'hich he \Vas 

for a time the head. While he "·as there not a breath of 
suspicion was rai~ed that nny irregularity attached to his 
t1dwinic;tration of it. 

As he sits by his qui(•t fireside with his life "·ork ueurl.r 
<lone, calmly and patiently spending the e,•ening uf n \Ye]l
ipent life, there is no portion of it that he reYic,vs with 
greater plensure than thut in which he was raising troops, 
sending them to the front nnd "?utching the part the,)' took 
in the great conte:::.t ,,·herein theJ' gave Iu,va and Io"·a 
soldiers a name and a reµutution, of "'hich he an,l the.}· and 
all of us ,vere and still are ju:-;tly prou<l. Their deeds pre
sent themselves to him Uf painted in a panorama before the 
veterans at a reunion in Story county bj• Hon. HenrJ' L. 
\\.ilcox in these glowing colors: 

In that a\vful baptisn1 of fire a.t Blue .i\lilh, 500 of tho 'fh1rd Io,Ya 
held the grouu<l for an hour against 4,000 rebels. exhibiting \\'Ooderful 
, alor. 

At \Vilson 's Creek the First Rcgin1ent stood a ,vall of a<laruant, 
against a. ttoo<l of firl'. 

111 the c·ha.rge on Donelson, four lo\\·a regimeuts forced the rebel 
fortiticationc;. and tho gallaut 8eroncl ''"a" tbe cliamonc1 point of the 
wigltty -.pear that eutored the rebel breast. 

• 
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At Pea Ridge the Fourth and Ninth were the strong arm of the 
Union forces, and gave the hardest blo,vs. 

At Shiloh, where forests of bayonets bristled from every hill top, 
and torrents of flan1e rolled do,,,n the valleys. eleven of her regiments 
stemmed the tide of battle and stood the braV"est of the brave. 

'fhirteen Io,va regiments " 'ere at Corinth, and when the battle 
raged like a sea of fire lashed into fury by the ,vinds, that mighty 
surge that s"Tept over the forts an<l rifle> pits and tilled the trenches 
,vith rebel <lead, "'as made of Io,va 1neu. 

In the battle of PrairiP GrOYP. a small army of Union troops, com
manded by an Io,ra general and fronted by the Nineteenth and T"ven
tieth Io,va, completely routed a vast army of rebels. 

In the charge of l,a"·ler·s Brigade at Black River Bridge, the 
Twenty-first and T,venty-third Io,Ya filled the "'orld with their fame. 

Thirty of her regiments " ' ere in that ,vall of fire that surrounded 
Vicksburg, an<l thirteen braYe men from the Twenty-seco11rl captured 
and silenced Fort Beauregard during the remarkable seige. 

There ,v€rc three regiments and a battery from Io,va among the 
4,000 soldiers in Fort Helena ,vhen 10,000 rebels undertook its capture. 

Like a bri<lal party at a prince's 1narriage, the rebels marched to 
meet the Io,va boys; like a herd of wild asses before a prairie fire the 
remnants of the rebel army fled. 

It ,vas the Fifth Iowa that sustained the charge and won tho battle 
at Iuka. 

Nine Iowa regiments ,vere at Chattanooga. Some fought on Look
out Mountain like hosts of heaven among the clouds. Some sle,v the 
hosts of hell ou Mi5sion Ridge. 

Four Io,va regiments n1ade Pleasant Hill ,ery unpleasant for the 
rebel army. In fact the slory of the l{ed River campaign, a sad talo of 
mad mismanagement and misfortune, froru .Fort De Russy to Jenkins ' 
Ferry, is brightened by the brilliant exploits and brave deeds of Iowa 
soldiers. 

'fhree of her regiments were in that awful tide of war that rolled 
down the valley of the Shenandoah, dest,royed the rebels at Fisher's 
Hill and Cedar Creek and scattered the remnants of Early's ariny. 

Fifteen of her regimen ts ,vere in that fierce host that s,vept like a 
cyclone through the n1ountains of Georgia, filled the gullies \\1 ith dead 
rebels and fed Johnson and Hood's army to the buzzards. Seventeen 
Io,va regiments ,vere in that triumphant army that tore its way like a 
besom of destruction through the very heart of sec-ession from Atlanta 
to the sea. 

At Nashville, Jackson, Tupelo, Memphis, Mobile, Champion Hills. 
Milliken 's Bend, Stone River and a score of other battles known to 
history, Io,va troops fought in the front rank and distinguished them
selves for Yl\lor among men ~s bra;ve as ryer ,veut to battle, 
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In no bayonet charges or hand to Laud encounter did they ever 
falter or fail to rout the enemy. The story of their sacrifices cannot 
fail to stir the dullest heart with love and pride. 

By his political opponents he has been rated as a shrewd 
. 

}Jolitician. As the term is used in its lo\ver sentle, he has 
never been a politician. The terms "wire puller," "pipe 
lnyer," ''intriguer," or ''plotter," were never applicable to 
him. He never personally abused an opponent, never 
betrayed a friend or made political trades to advance his 
own personal ends. H e has al ways occupied the higher 
plane of a statesman, rather than the lower one of the poli
tician. What he thought was for the public good he has 
al ways supported and advocated: 

At a meeting of the Pioneer Law Makers of Jo\va, hel<l 
at Des Moines in the winter of 1892, Hon. W. H. M. Pusey, 
in 1858 a young Democratic Senator in the 8th General 
Assembly from Pottawatamic Co., gave an account of tte 
tilt he had with Senator Kirk:wood then a member of the 
same General Assembly, in the following style: 

' ' An amusiug and prolonged debate, arose after the staoding com
mittees of the Senate had been named, on a resolution offered by the 
Senator from Johnson Co., (S. J . Kirk"•ood) instructing the commit,tee 
on banks and banking, to bring in bills to create banks of issue, (as 
provided by the new constitution) t he one to be known as the free 
banking system, the other providing for a State bank and branches. I 
,vas a new member and knew but very fe,v of my colleagues. I asked 
a gentleman sitting near me, (Senator Henry H. Trimble) ·,vbo that 
Senator ,vas, v.rho proposed to instruct the committee on banks in 
their duty before the committee had e-ren met for organization and 
conference.' His reply was, 'Oh, he is an old farmer from the east 
p:1rt of the State and don't kno,v anything about banks. pitch into 
hi1n.' Well the young man from Potta,vattamie, thought he saw an 
opening and made his maiden effort in the Io,va Senate. Ref ore lie 
,vas through with the Johnson county farm L·r, he learned there " 'us 
one amusement, more exciting than hunling lions It is " 'hen th" 
lion turns in the pursuit of you. I found the farmer's garb co,·ered a 
man with a big brain, with a clear and incisive ,vay of presenting bis 
vie"'S, that ,vas barcl to combat, and that the farruer, ,vas the great 
leader of as great a senate as was ever conYened in Io,Ya, 
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"When the morning session closed: and the Senator walked over to 
my desk, and requested Senator Trimble to present his young friend 
from Potta,vattamie county. I first learned that it was Samuel J. 
Kirkwood. 

"From that day to the present, a life-long friendship has rontinued 
and strengthened bet,veen us, uninterrupted by the excitement of 
political and partisan strife. It is proper to state that his resolution 
,v-as adopted, and he was unanimously addecl to the con1mittee on 
banks, and from ,vhom the committee and State derived great benefit 
from his wise counsels in framing those two laws. 

"When the gaYel fell, that beautiful May morning in tJle old Capitol 
building, announcing that the labors of the Eighth General Assembly 
had passed into history, the old far1ner Senator, then filling the Gover
nor's chair, it ,vas ,vith the benediction of our people, upon our citizen 
soldiers, hurrying to the front, where they so soon placed Iowa as one 
of the Trinity of Wes tern States. 

Indiana-Morton. Illinois-Yates. Iowa-Kirkwood. 
"Gentlemen, no more pleasing privilege is granted us, on this 

•Reunion Day' than the greet.ing \,Ve send onr •War Governor,' who in 
his happy home on the banks of the Iowa, honored by the State and 
Nation. in the eventide of a full rounded and honest life, is confidently, 
peacefully, waiting for the Master's call." 

In the summer of 1892, ex-Gov. Buren R. Sherman 
conceived the idea of having a large number of the old-time 
friends of Gov. Kirkwood make him a social visit in a body 
and after consulting with Judge ,v-right and a fe,v other of 
the Governor's mutual friends, the 28th of Septemher was 
fixed upon as the time, and invitations to the number of fifty 
or more were sent ot1t inviting that number of the friends to 
respond. All responded by attending in person, or by letter 
sending regrets, and giving reasons why they could not be 
present. When the ti1ne arrived, which was one of those 
balmy autumnal Iowa days, when :;unshine and shade are 
equally agreeable, about thirty, including those who had 
arrived in the city the day previous, and a fe'V\r others resid• 
ing in the city took carriages at 1 :30 o'clock at the St. J a.mes 
Hotel and drove to the Governor's suburban tesidence on 
Kirkwood avenue, in the southeast part of the city. 

The following account of the interview was given by the 

.,.. 
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Editor of the Press, Hon. John Springer, who formed one of 
the party: 

No,v ahnost, at his eightieth year, and by reason of failing health 
de bared from long journeys ancl greetings with old friends, ,vhom he 

' would thus meet, it -..,·as a happy thought to bear him their ,tribute of 
a visit from m en bis daily associates in the period ,vben he and they 
were leaders and guides of the State, and -..vho supported his and its 
honor and sustained its credit in trying periods and difficulties. How 
strong this tie, is shown by the presence here on Wednesday of men 
who laid a.:dde business affairs and crossed t.he State to again meet him, 
to clasp his hand and recall the n1emories of thirl;y years and more. 

Gov. Kirk\\'ood has lived in almost retirement for ten years past, 
but the event of Wednesday sho,vs that he is by no means forgotten, 
and the interest evinced in every part of Io,va proves that history has 
made his nc11ne as familiar to the ne,Yer generation as association 
made it fu.miliar to his companions. It can not but be a pleasant reflec
tion, and one full of comfort and cheer, that the people of Io,va honor 
and revere him, that his life and history are the emulation of their 
sons. All the honors of office and titles of distinction he has attained 
by meritorious service, are dim in comparison ,vith the love and honor 
bestO\\'ed upon him by the people of the State. 

It ,vas at first intended that this visit of old friends to the Governor 
should be a surprise, but after counsel ,vith bis close associates, and 
particularly ,vith Hon. H. W. Lathrop, ,vho has been engaged for 
some months in preparing a biography, it ,vas decided to inform him, 
that a number of old associates ancl to\vns people ,voutd call, and Mr. 
Lathrop ,vas selected to receive them at the house. 

Dr. J.C. Shrader, who had kindly and thoughtfully looked after the 
local arrangements, took charge of the party. Messrs. Foster & Leuz, 
sent their finest carriages, and it ,vas a most interesting ride for the 
visitors through the city to the Governor's home. 

The Governor's pretty cottage home never sho,ved to better advant
age than ou that afternoon; Ia,vn and tree, flo,ver aud vines, forming 
an almost pastoral setting to the scene, and bringing to some ,vho 
came from busy city life a scene of peace and rest that told of the days 
of quiet enjoyment. and care.free repose they " 'ould gladly secure. 

The compa.oy consisted of the follo,ving gentlemen: 
Hon. Buren R . Shern1an, of '\\raterloo, ex-State Auditol' and ex

GoYernor. 
Hon . George G. \Vright, of Des Moines, ex-Supreme Judge and ex

U.S. Senator, no,v Lectu1·er in the law depart1neut of the University. 
Ex-Congressman lV. H. M. Pusey, of Council Bluffs, a l\.le1nber of 

the State Senate ,vith Kirkwood. 
Hon . George F. Wright, of Council Bluffs, former ~einber of the 

§t~t• S~n•te. 

-

I 



'l'HE LIFE ~.\.ND Tll\lES OF SAl\l UEL J. I{IRK"\VOOD. 449' 

lion. Chas. Aldrich, of Boone, several tlmes Clerk of the House of 
Representatives. 

Hon. John Russell, of Onslow, ex-State Auditor, and a life-long 
friend of the Governor. 

Hon. S. S. Farwell, of Monticello, ex-Congressman of the old 
Second District. 

Hon. Jas. H. Rothrock, of Cedar Rapids, Chief Justice of the Iowa 
Supreme Court. 

Hon. Gifford S. Robinson, of Storm Lake, Justice of the Supreme 
Court. 

Hon. B. F. Gue, of Des Moines, ex-Lieutenant Governor and l\tlem
ber of the General Assembly. 

Hon. Wm. T. Smith, of Des Moines, for many years President of 
the State Agricultural Society. 

Dr. J.M. 8haffer, of Keokuk, for many years an early Secretary of 
the State Agricultural Society. 

Hon. Wm. G. Thompson, of Marion, a Member of the Iowa House 
of Representatives years ago, also of Congress. 

Hon. R. S. Finkbine, of Des Moines, for many years a resident of 
this city, ancl amongst the goYernor's closest friends; a Member of the 
General Assembly, and Superintendent of the buildini of the State 
Capitol. 

Gen. James A. Williamson, of Washington, D. C., an Iowa soldier, 
ex-Commissioner of the United States Land Office. 

Hon. M. L. Elliott, of Marion. 
Hon. E. Clark, of Io"va City, for many years Gov. Kirk,vood'a 

business partner and associate, and State Senator. 
Hon. Peter A. Dey, Railroad Commissioner. 
Judge Samuel H. Fairall. 
President Charles A. Schaeffer, of the State University. 
Hon. M. Bloom. State Senator. 
Mr. Thos. C. Carson. 
Mr. N. H. Brainerd, Gov. Kirkwood's Military Secretary during 

the War Period. 
Hon. H. W. Lathrop. 
Prof .• T. C. Shrader, Senator in Genera.I Assembly. 
Mr. Geo. W. Lewis. 
Mr. Herbert S. Fairall. 
Mr. John Springer. 
The guests " 'ere ushered into the parlors by Hon. H. W. Lathrop, 

Gov. Kirk,vood being seated iu his favorite easy chair at the further 
end of the roo1n. When all hall been seated Judge Wright said: 

"lt is said there is a geyser in Yellowstone park that takes t,venty
four hours for preparation and spouts just three minutes. I have 
known, as you have, oratorical spell-uinders (not like you, however,) 
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that took three minutes or less for preparation and kept spouting 
t,venty-four hours or more. I have scarcely taken three minutes for 
preparation and do not expect to take more time in my talk. 

" Gov. Kirkwood, we are here as your friends, to take you by the 
hao<l and tell you ho"' much '\.Ve like you. We are not here to praise 
you, as we know that you are not fond of eulogies. And then if ,ve 
praised you as you deserve, we feel you might possibly be like others 
of whom it is said if compli1nented and eulogized while in life, as after 
death, would become so conceited as to reject and spurn even a 
heavenly grace. [Laughter.] We are not here because of your looks, 
and especially not because of your good looks, but without reference 
to looks. 

"Some of your friends suggested that \\'e come without gi \·ing you 
notice and take you by surprise, but I objected for several reasons. I 
kne,v you had l>een quite unaccustomed to making public speeches, 
[laughter] and if we should co1ne and take yon by surprise you might 
not be equal to the occasion. [Laughter.] '.flien again, ,ve all kuow 
ho,v anxious you are about your a,ttire, and if v.•e should come ,vithout 
notice you ,vould not have time to put on your dress suit and diamond 
pin, and especially that steel watch chain which ,vas your inspiration 
and the admiration in days gone by of those large crowds to whom 
you spoke. [Laughter.] 

"We are here as friends, and without regard to political distinction. 
We are here Democrats and Republicans. There are some of our num
ber, like Colonel Pusey and Mr. Dey, that the on1y thing bad about 
them is their democracy; and some of whom, like Gov. Sherman and 
Major Thompson, that the only good thing about them is their repub
licanism. [Laughter.] Of the latter, such men as Judge Fairall and 
W. T. Smith, would say that if their politics were their only passport 
to a heavenly home, the cas~ is decided against them before submitted; 
,vhi!e of the former 'uncle' John Russell and Major Fanvell " 'ould 
declare that the stain political is so grave that the presence of an other 
virtues, even in the greatest repletion, would shut St. Peter's gate 
against them. But they are good fello,vs all. 

"We co1ne to greet you, to give you proof of our esteem and kindly 
feeling, to congratulate you in your happy home, as also your devoted, 
helpful wife; because we kno,v bo,v much you have done for Io,va, 
and for the nation. Amid the din and clangor of arms, aud with this 
nation hanging, trembling in the balance, you, as the chief executive of 
tho State, ,vere true to your high principles, and to your sense of duty, 
to pure ideas and thoughts and principles. Because you were faithful, 
for this we love you, ,ye come to see you this day. 

" Governor, we come to say we are glad to see you, also because it 
does the hearts of these men good anc l the hearts of the people of lo,va 
good to find a man that never departed from duty for any personal or 
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selfish cause. Without praise, I can say that you are an emphatic 
exemplification of the fact that goodness is greatness, and ,vhether one 
rules or plows, or so,vs, doing duty is greatness. 

" And now, Governor Kirk,vood, I take you by the hand, and in 
behalf of the people of Io,va, for the friends here (for I know the kind
tH•ss that prompts their coming), and they join with me in saying, 'May 
God bless you, and your wife, and your hon1e. May a kind Providence 
1 hat has been so kind to you, still longer bless you, and preserve you 
111a uy ye·ars to Io,va and the nation.''' [ Applause. J 

Gov. Kirk,vood was visibly affected by the concluding v,ords of 
Judge Wright's address, and rising, while his friends gently applauded, 
he hesitated a moment, and speaking slo,vly and distinctly, he said: 

''This is a very pleasant occasion, it could not be otherwise. Yet it 
is embarrassing. J.Vly speaking clays are over. I have done a great deal 
of it in my time, as my friend J.\,lr. Lathrop ,vill testify some of these 
days. Yes, I have done a great deal of that kind of work in my time. 
Unless I mistake your purpose, aside from personal, kindly feeling 
to"·ard me, I think that the place I hold in public estimation, arises 
from the fact that during the great ,var of the rebellion I ,vas gov
ernor of this State, and I am called the 'Old War Governor' now. I 
I have a fe,v ,vords to say about that. It ,vas a position involving a 
great deal of intense interest. I speak to you of myself. It involved 
a great deal of responsibility, a great deal of hard labor. How I dis
charged those duties which devolved upon me by rea.son of n1y posi
tion-well you kno,v about that as well as I do. I have this to say 
that I did as well as I could, that I did as well as I kne,v how. Many 
things were done in which I erred, and when I found I had erred if it 
,vere possible to undo what had been done I undid it. If it could not 
be undone I had to stand by it and did so, and it is a great consolation 

• 
to see from the personal feeling sho ... vn in your visit to me to-day, that 
you believe that in doing as I did, I did \vhat I believed to be for the 
best interests of our State and our people. And now that all is over 
I leave to the future the verdict of those ,vho follow rue and follo,v 
you. I shall feel that whatever r esponsibility, labor and toil 1 gave 
,vas ,vell given and ,Yell rewarded. " 

The governor, though urged not to exert himself, insisted on shak
ing hands ,vith the visitors, and to each gave hospitable welcome by 
name. Then all ,vho suffer themselves to s~oke partook of his favor
ite brand of cigars, and a half hour was pleasantly passed in friendly 
cha.ton the la,vn. Many were the recollections of old tin1es, many th<• 
events briefly related, and the langh went around as son1e scenes ,vere 
recalled, and the sigh rose as the name of some one absent forever ,vas 
mentioned. 

l\Ir. Lee Coo Yer had brought out for the occasion his biggest and 
best camera, and it took l,im only a brief time to arrange the company 

• 
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for two photographs, the guests being grouped around Gov. and Mr@ 
J(irk,vood, with their pretty curly-haired grand-daughter in the fore 
g;·ound. 

Gov. Sherman read a few of the many letters of congratulation 
rerei ved, in which the ,vTiters spoke their appreciation of the Gover
nor and his services. Time forbade that all should be read, those 
st' loctecl being from Judge Seevers, Judge Murdock, Judge Woolson, 
Hon. Hiram Prire, R. D. Kellogg and Jacob Rich. Letters ,vere 
received from the follo,ving gentlemen: 

Hon. James. Harlan, Mt. Pleasant; Hon. Hiram Price, \Vashington, 
D. C.; Hon. Frank W. Palmer, '\Vasbiugton, D. C.; Hon. John A. 
Ka.sson, Washington, D. C.; Hon. George W. Bemis, Independence; 
Judge ,v. H. Seevers, Oskaloosa; Judge John S. Woolson, Mt. Pleas
ant; Hoo. John F. Duncombe, Ft. Dodge; Gen. F. 1\,1. Drake, New York; 
Col. C. A. Stanton, Centerville; IIon. E<l,vin ~1anning Keosauqua; 
llon. Jacob Rich, Dubuqtu•; Hon. J.M. Brainerd, .Boone; Hon. Samuel 
l\lurdock, Elkacler; Hon. A. B. liil<lreth, Charles City; Hon. James M. 
Beek, Ft. l\ila<lison; Col. John t>cott, Nevada; Hon. J. G. Newbold, Mt. 
Pleasant; Hon. John H. Gear, Burlington; Hon. Barlo,v Granger, Des 
l\Ioines; Hon. D. N. Richardson, Davenport; Hon. H. S. Winslo,v, 
Nc,vton; Prof. Theo. S. Parvin, Cedar Rapids; Hon. L. H. Smith, 
Algona; Hon. R. Sears, Marshallto,vn; Hon. Hoyt Sherman, Des 
Moines. 

The following are the letters that ,vere read: 

Elon. B. R. She1·man. 
WASHINGTON, Sept. 12, 1892. 

DEAR Sm:-Your note of the 6th inst. received this day. I am in 
eutire sympathy ,vith the object named, and I assure you it would be 
a great pleasure to me to be one of your party, to take by the baud 
once more in friendly greeting the ' 'Old War Governor." 

You speak of his "advancing years.'' I think it possible that ex pres· 
siou means more to me than to you. Gov. Kirk,vood was exactly 
three ,veeks old ,vhen I opened my eyes on this busy, bustling world. 
lie ,vill be 79 years old on the 20th of next Decen1ber, and I ,vill be 79 
on the 10th day of next January. So you see ,vhen he dies of old age, 
I ought to be squaring my accounts and putting my house in order. 1 
a1n very glad that this movement, on the part of s01lle of bis ''old-time 
friends" is contemplated, and hope it n1ay be a success in assuring him 
that he is kinuly re1nen1bered and has a ,varm place in the hearts of 
those ,vho kne,v him bes t amid the active scenes of life, in \vhich he 
occupied a pron1ineot, honorable aud responsible position. One of 
the noplea:-ant, features of life in these days of competitiYe struggle 
for place and po\ver, is the tendency to forget those more important 
fac tors in the accomplishment of 111uch of the good ,vhich we enjoy 
I have had opportunity for kno,ving Gov. Kirkwood better than most 

• 
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men. I was for several years intimately associated with hitn in the 
State Board of Control of the Io,va banks, and also in the dark days 
of the rebellion. He did not spread as n1uch canvass to the breeze as 
some men, nor ring as many bells. or sound as many fog horns, nor 
parade as much ''trimming and tinselry" as many others, but he never 
lacked for ballast to trim and steady the vessel he commanded. One 
of the faults of this age is to wait till a man is dead before anything 
good is said of or about him. Death never did and never can improve 
a man 1s mental or moral character. Common sense and comn1on 
honesty, both teach that when a. man has used his tin1e and his talents 
for the benefit of his country, or his fellows, he ought to receiYe in 
time, as he certainly will in eternity, the glad plaudit, 11 \vell done, good 
and faithful servant,,, without waiting till the undertaker has put the 
last screw in his coffin. 

Sorry I can't be ,vith you, but I have an engagement that will keep 
me here all this n1onth. Please shake hands ,vith the Goyernorfor rne 
and tell ltim he is to lilan1 e fo r ruy absence. \\'hen I left Congress in 
1881 and ,vent haek to IO\\'a, he ordered 1ne to Washington to take 
charge of the Indian Bnrea11, and "hen he resigned I tendered my 
resignation, but its at·c1•ptancc \\'as r efused; again \\' hen my ,vife was 
seriously ill I r0signcll, but agai n it ,vas refused, and I was neYer 
able to get out of tha,L oflice (,vithout absolutely running a,vay 
f»o1n it) until the Dcmo<'rats took C'Ontrol. In the meantime I had 
incurred sotue real <>slate obligat.ions ,vhich required 1ny attention, and 
so from one cause and another I've remained until I suppose Iowa no 
longer clai1ns 1ne as a citizen. Very truly yours, 

H. PRICE. 

ELKADER, Sept. 12th, 1892. 
Hon. B. R. Sherman. 

DEAR SIR:-Yours of the 5th inst. is received and in ans,ver I 
regret Yery 1nuch to say, that various circumstances will put it out of 
my po,ver to be ,vi th yon on the occasion you refer to. 

Ii is but just an<l in keeping ,vith the history of that noble old man, 
Samul'! J. I<.irk\\·ood, tha.t those of his contemporaries ,vho have 
kuo"'n him !Jest and have pas!-ed ,vith him through all of his great and 
heroic strugglPs, that ha,·e renclered his na1ne immortal for all coming 
tin1c, shoultl in his decline n1ect once n1ore at his domestic fireside, and 
while all sLill live, there congratulate him on the achieve1nent<s of a 
long ancl useful life, cro,vdecl full ,vith the e,·ents of his country's 
history, in \-Yhich his na.me and his fan1e ,vill be forever 111ingled. 

Iu the days that tried 1neu 's souls more than any other in A1nerican 
history, t he name of Samuel J. l{irk,vood \vill stand forth among the 
foremost and the highest, anu living or dead, lo\va '\-vill never forget 
him, and the day is not far db;tant ,vhen her people in appreciation 
of his services and in perpetuation of his deeds and actions, will 

• 
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commemorate them on marble and on brass, that they may neTer 
die. 

In onr last great struggle " 'hen the union of the States "·as pre
served, it took n1orc Llla.n ono n1an alone to accomplish it, and the 
blood and treasure of Lhe con llict is as nothing 001.ul)arcd tQ the bless
ings that are UO\V couLinually flowin g to us in c-ousequence, and in 
that great struggle iL looks as if Providence had selected here aucl 
there out of millions, certain ,vise heads and pure hearts, and assigned 
them as the right men in tho right places to act as one man for a given 
object, and Sa1nuel J. Kirk,vood ,vas one of them, and ,vhen the his
tory of these events shall be carefully ,vritten, the part that he played 
in the great drama ,vill have its due prominence on every page of that 
history. 

Not only has Samuel J. Kirk,vood contributed to swell his own 
name and fan1e in that history, but by his deeds and actions he bas 
made a history for lo\va in that great struggle, that stands among the 
highest, and one that \\'ill never perish, and in ,vhich every soldier 
that ,vent forth to battle fron1 her borders has an honorable place. As 
one of his contemporaries in all his deeds and actions, and one ,vho 
has been an eye-,vitness of all the great e\7 ents of American history for 
the last ihree quarlers of a century, I must place the name of Samuel 
J. Kirk,vood high up in the ten1ple of fame, and assign him a niche in 
its ,valls among the noblest of earth. 

Regretting again that I cannot be ,vith yon to shake the "Old War 
Governor', once more by the hand, I remain 

Your friend, 
SAMUEL MURDOCK. 

DUBUQUE, Sept. 14th, 1892. 
Hon. B. R. Sherman, 

Des Moines, Iowa. 
DEAR SIR:-Your letter of the 6th relative to a call of old friends of 

Gov. Kirk,vood is only just at hand. 
I should be very glad to accept your invitation to be present on the 

28th inst. if it is possible. No man in Io\va has a n'armer place in my 
affections than S. J. Kirkwood, and any proposition to recognize fit
tingly his great services to the State meets 1uy most cordial ap
proval. 

My business at this season of the year is ye1·y exacting, and it may 
be possible that I may not be able to meet ,vil.h you at the time. But 
I ,vill do so if I can. 

What is the proposed progra1un1e ? Does it propose any testimonial 
gift ? If so I shall be glad to contribute my share. 

Respectfully, 

JACOB RICH. 
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Hon. Buren R. Sherman. 
DUBUQUE, Sept. 26, 1892. 

DEAR GOVERNOR:-! have "\i\raited until the last moment before 
wTiting you, in the hope that I ,vould be able to be at Iowa City. But 
I find I must give it up. I have not been feeling ,vell for a couple of 
days and do uot Lhink it ,vise for me to lea,·e home. On top of that I 
have important business matters that I cannot ,veil lay aside. So I 
regretfully have concluded to forego the pleasure I anticipated in 
meeting with you, and participating in your delightful mission. 

Will you be kind enough to convey to Gov. Kirkwood my great 
regret at not being able to join his other friends in the visit of love and 
affection proposed. I have for many years had for him a feeling of 
profound respect, of deep veneration, of the warmest affection. The 
rugged integrity of his character, the solidity of his judgment, the 
fervidness of his patriotism, the great value of his services to the State, 
the healthy influence of his whole personality, as exemplifying the 
grandest type of self made American manhood, have evoked from n1e 
my heartiest admiration; while bis invariably kind appreciation and 
friendly interest for myself have commanded my ,varmest affection. 
To do anything to honor him is for me as it always has been a delight. 

I join in the hearty congratulations that he is still spared to his 
friends and to Iowa and I pray that bis life may be extended for many 
years, and his wise counsel and beneficent influence long retained to 
bless the State. Very respectfully yours, 

JACOB RICH. 

Hon. Buren R. Sherman. 
MY DEAR S1R:-Your note of invitation to join a party of well-known 

gentlemen to make a pilgrimage to the home of Iowa's political seer 
and prophet, is received, and I am truly thankful for the invitation and 
am in full sympathy with the movement. Goel bless the one whoever 
he may be, that started this move, and may it be an example fre
quently follo,ved. 

'Tis well to decorate with flowers the gra\""es of the loved and hon
ored dead; but better far that the fragrance of our deeds of love should 
be inhaled by the living, especially by the aged, for it is not the young 
alone who appreciate love tokens; friendships, like wine, are improved 
by age. Words fail me to express my great disappoint.1nent in not 
being able to be with you, and take the hand ouce more of that grand 
old man, the Gladstone of Io,va, who without flourish or pomp dared 
at all times to proclaim the rugged truth. 'Twas he who said on the 
flooT of the United States Senate to an ardent disciple of a false doc
trine, "We neither bate you nor fear you"-Multum in Parvo. But I 
,vill not attempt a recital of the grand words of the great Kirkwood. 
His public life is a model for all, aod no feeble words of mine can add 
to his great name and national fame. 

• 
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Please present him my best wishes and kindest regards, and say to 
hin1 that ''I love him for the enemies he has made," but he has outlived 
them or enrolled the1n as his friends. Say that I would have delivered 
my handshake in person, but for the f::ict that. my regiment, the old 
34th, bolds its reunion at Corydon on the 28th and 29th inst;, and as I 
am president of our association, the "old boys ' 1 will expect to see me, 
and I know the Governor, ,vho loved the soldiers so ,vell, would not 
have me leave them, even to go and visit him. I bespeak for you all a 
happy time, and know that you'll have one and ask that you say ,vith 
me~Greeu in memory be the life and deeds of Iowa's ''War Governor.'' 

Very truly yours, 
September 22, 1892. R. D. KELLOGG, 

1406 11th St., Des A-1oines. 

Bon. B. R. Shennan, 
CEDAR RAPIDS, Sept. 17th, 1892. 

Des ~foines, Ia. 
MY DEAR GOV.ERNOR:-Answering yours of the 0th with reference 

to the call upon Gov. Kirkwood on the 28th, has been delayed a few 
days, that, I 1night o\;t,ain more definite information as to the demand 
upon my time about that date. It would afford me the greatest pleas
ure to join in the proposed honor to OLlr great "VVar Governor." Not 
only ,vith reference to his excellence personally, but also to the great 
service he rendered our beloved State and Nation as well, in those 
critically pe11ilons days, it is right thus to honor him . As a private 
citizen and as a public official in all the varied and exalted stations to 
which he has been called, to serve an affectionate and trnsting people, 
he has clone well, and justly merits all the honor ,ve can pay him. 

But as at present advised my duties at the Council Bluffs term of 
court ,vill demand rny personal attention, and will prevent my pres-

, ence ,vith you. Will you do me the favor to present to the GoYernor 
my high personal regard and assure him of my reluctant absence. 

Sincerely yours, 

JOHN S. WOOLSON. 

The follo,ving letter from ex-Lieut. Gov. Gue was not read as he 
was present in person and it is here inserted on account of its refer
ence to the first speech made by Gov. J{irk,~ood in Io,va. 

DES MOINES, Sept, 13th, 1892. 
Dear Governor:-! heartily approve of the proposed visit of his old 

time friends to Gov. Kirkwood. It is a happy thought and I shall be 
glad to join the party. I first met the "Old War Governor" in the 
conyention at Iowa City that assembled there in the old capitol, on 
the 22nd of February, 1856, and then and there originated the Republi
can party in Io,va. San1uel J. Kirkwood, then a plain, farmer looking 

1 
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man, ,vas called out and made one of tbe best speeches on that historic 
occasion. I have been an admirer and supporter of him ever since. 

Very truly yours, 
Gov. B. R. Sherman, City. B. F. GUE. 

Judge Wright, "\\'hen the last letter had been read, suggested there 
was yet a little time left, and called upon Judge Reed, of Council 
Bluffs, ,vho said: 

"Prouably I have known Gov. Kirkwood as long as any of the 
gentlemen present. My recollection goes back to 1846, ,vhen I saw 
him under circumstances that left an impression that has remained 
with me forty-six year s. He was then a young lawyer at Mansfield, 
Ohio. My father was a justice of the peace in an adjoining county, 
and young Kirkwood came to his home for the purpose of trying a 
lawsuit before him, the opposing counsel being J ames Stewart, then 
well-known and later one of the most eminent la,vyers of the State. 
I took occasion to excuse myself from school that afternoon, a.nd 
returning home I looked in at the door of the room used by my father 
as bis office at the time Kir:k~1 ood was examining a witness. His 
attitude, the gesture of his hand and pointing of his finger to the 
witness so impressed me that when he had concluded I asked my 
mother the name of the young lawyer and learned it was Kirkwood 
of MansJield. So deep ,vas the impression upon me that I believe it 
hacl sorue.hiug to do with the bent of my studies and choice of life 
profe5sion. (In answer to the question 'who won the case,' the 
judge saicl: •I think Kirkwood got beat, as was usual at that time 
when Judge Stewart "\\'as on the other side.') I t affords me infinite 
pleasure to be here to-day and pay the mark of respect to the man who 
was the friend of my father, and who in Iowa has been my friend." 

Hon. W. H. M. Pusey, of Council Bluffs, was the next speaker, and 
said: 

''Coming nearly across the State to this 1neeting I think my pres
ence here is an indication of my regard and respect for Kirkwood. 
When quite a young man I was a representative, in the seventh and 
eighth general assemblies, of the great territory bordering on the 
Missouri, and then but thinly settled. It ,vas immediately after the 

; panic that ma.de poor almost e-rery man in lo\.va, I was at Des Moines, 
knowing no one, not eyen Gov. Grimes. I had never heard of Sam 
Kirk"'ood, and I presume he bad never heard of me. I J?- the arrange
ment of committees I ,,as brought into intimate relation with 'the 
gentlernan from Johnson and ,Yas attracted to Kirk,vood, not by his 
beauty but by his practical, sensible ,vay of getting at things and meet
ing emergencies. A novice, I sat at the feet of a Gamalit,1, the farmer 
from Johnson, and learned wisdom. I have thought the old Governor 
always liked me, I know I always Jiked him, and ,ve have kept from 
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that time our friendship. Politics never divided our intimacy, and 
now that we have grown old together, it is a comforting thought that 
in all the que!tions that interested the people of the State and con
cerned the honor and dignity of the State of Io,va we were hand in 
hand together, without a moment's hesitation. I was in full sy1npa
thy Vt'ith all his acts in maintaining the honor and efliciei:icy of the 
State during the ,var. I am proud to say to you here that I could not 
resist the invitation to meet him at his home to-day. 11 

Judge Wright called on Gen. John A. Williamson, long an intimate 
friend of the Governor 1s who said: 

"I feel gratified and complimented at being cal1ed on to say a word 
for. my old friend. I have heard ,vith pleasure the letter of Hiram 
Price, and like him I do not believe in ,vaiting for death before speak
ing the true praise of a good man. Every recollection of Kirlnvood 
brings me pleasure in the thought of ,vbat he has done for, and been to, 
the people of Iowa. To me the prominent idea here is what be did for 
Iowa and ,vas to her people in the day when she needed leaders, ,vhen 
the people ,vere in a measure unsettled in their opinions. I had the 
honor of accompanying the Governor in a trip extending over six 
weeks, mainly in the ,vestern part of the State, and there gained some 
kno,vledge of his intluence upon men and bis po,ver as a leader, and I 
tell you that n1y first definite opinion of leadership was gained from 
observing the effect of his speeches upon the multitudes. Vie,ved in 
that light, I don 't believe the equal of Kirkwood existed in Io\\•a at 
that time. He moved and s,vayed his audience, as by the rising and 
falling of his hand and brought them to tears or joyful acclamation. 
When a man does such things he demonstrates that he is a leader and 
is dra,ving the hearts of the people to him. He impressed me as the 
most impressive man I hall e"\"er kno"'n. As an educator of the youth 
of lo,va he stands unrivalled, for it was he ,vho gave to them the true 
gospel of pat1iotism and liberty, Let me say, that like my friend 
Pusey, I came 250 miles to take by the band my old friend and com
panion, the 'War Governor of Iowa. '" 

''Uncle,, John ltussell, of Onslo,v, a long time associate of Go"\"ernor 
Kirkwood 's, far past his three score years and ten, said: 

" It was ,vith great pleasure I received the invitation to be here 
to-day, and it ,vas ,vithout a moment's hesitation that I availed myself 
of the opportunity of again 1neeting Governor Kirkwood. Judge 
Reed told you of his early r ecollections of the Governor. I ,vas a citi
zen of Ohio with him, took an active interest in public affairs, aud my 
attention was directed to him as early as 1845, as one of ::he rising men 
of public affairs. Frain reading his speeches I formed the estimate 
that he ,vas one of the men ,vho was going to make his mark. I came 
to Io,va in 1852, he a year or so later, and he soon appeared on the 



.... 

Till LIFE AND TllIES OF SA)fUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 459 

surface of Iowa politics as a member of the senate. We are all famil
iar ,vith his later history, and it is necclles::; for 1ne to refer in any 
eulogistic strain to his a.etion iu i1nportant ofiices :i.L u. mosL ituportant 
time. He has clone iuore for Io,va iha,n any 1nan Lh.tt has ever lived 
in the State. He has becotue, in his old agP, a 1nost lustrous historical 
character, and 11othi11g ean dP1r,u:t fro1n his gniud record. 'l'hcre is 
not a single act of his hut has turnetl out for the best that could have 
been done at the time. I hope he 1nay loug be spared for the people 
of the State he has so "'ell served, and that his grat1cl history \\'ill be 
taught as an exa1nple to the young in our public schools." , 

Major Win. G. Thompson, of Marion, paid a glo,.ving and most 
eloquent tribute to the Governor, of which \Ve can reproduce but a fev,r 
words: 

" l have known you, Governor, for thirty-six years; in law-making 
and la\v-expounding, you ,vere my Mentor. Legislation under your 
guidance, was directed to tho future, not less than for the present, and 
lalv-s were made that stood the test of time and stand to-day. When a 
member of the legislature, ancl absent during the reading or discussion 
of a bill, my inquiry was •ho,v did Kirk,vood vote?' and in voting with 
him r was al\vays right. Whatever the future may have in store, your 
reputation and your fame are secure to the people and the coming 
generations." * * * 

Judge Wright made the announcement that Mrs Kirkwood was 
not willing the visitors should depart without having partaken of the 
hospitality of the Governor's home. Coffee and sandwiches were 
served on the lawn under her direction and with the assistance of 
Mrs. Rachel Pritchard, Mrs. L. C. Je,vett, Mrs. A. M. Greer, 
Misses Etta and Annie Jewett, and Mrs. Pritchard's pretty little 
daughter. Gen. Ed. Wright told in capital form two anecdotes-how 
he was appointed major of the •rwenty-fourth Iowa, "the Methodist 
temperance regiment," and of the dinner ,vi th out a guar& the "boys" 
had in Washington. 

The visitors from Council Bluffs and the west were to leave on the 
five o'clock train, so there were hearty hand clasps, fervent prayers 
of blessings to come yet to the "Old War Governor," and "good-byes" 
before they departed. One by one the guests shook hands with the 
Governor and Mrs. Kirkwood and departed, the happier for this most 
auspicious reunion. 

From whatever stand point we view it, this was a most 
remarkable gathering of men. They were or had been all 
active politicians, high in official stations in both of the great 
political parties of the country, had for the last thirty-five 
years been Gov. Kirkwood's contemporaries as State archi-
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tects, and active and strong ,vorkcrs in almost ever.)' depart• 
ment of 1 hat ,vork. Many of (hcn1 had been his, and each 
others', political opponents. But now all political aniinosi
ties had been buried; all hard feeling if ever che_rished had 
vanished, and all hard things said and done had been, if not 
forgotten, at ]east forgiven, and admiration and friendship 
were the feelings predominant in the breasts of all. 

This was an ovation to Gov. Kirkwood that a Bismark 
and a Gladstone would esteem it the highest honor to receive 
from a like group of admiring friends. 

Among them were men ,vho had served in every General 
Assembly from the Sixth, when Gov. ICirkwood was first a 
member, to the Twenty-first, and one who ,vas a member of 
the Second and one ,vho is no,v a n1cmber of the Twenty
fourth, an ex-judge of the Supren1e Court, two judges now on 
the bench, one ex-governor, one ex-lieutenant governor, four 
ex-members of Congress, t,vo ex-state auditors, three district 
judges and one United States' court judge. 

Among those ,vbo sent letters of regret are numbered an 
ex-cabinet minister, two ex-governors, an ex-foreign minister, 
two Supreme Court judges, a United States senator and 
several who had served in both branches of the General 
Assembly. 

These men with the "boys in blue" ,vho went to the 
front in the dark and bloody days from '61 to '65, have been 
the malcers of Iowa history for the last thirty-five years, and 
a , brighter page has never been written in the historical 
records of any state or country, covering a like period of 
tin1c, than will be ,vritten of thcn1 anrl their works by some 
future historian, to be read with delight by :ill their posterity. 

In his earlier years Gov. ICirk,vood did not, as in later 
times, confine himself wholly to the use of rugged prose, but 
occasionally ,vooed and ,von the gentle muses. At the age 
of nineteen, being called upon to make a contribution to a 
young lady's album, he furnished the following: 
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Lines for an Album; let me see, 
What the deuce shall the subject be? 
Love? 'Tis hackneyed; Friendship too; 
Moonlight, anything but new; 
Pangs that despairing lovers feel, 
Though they would rend a heart of steel, 
Are common, common as the darts 
With which sly Cupid strikes the hearts 
Of blushing maidens; as the strain 
In which fond lovers still complain 
When they by fate or rival art 
From those they love are forced to part. 
Now, I hate all things common; so 
I'll choose a subject bran, span new. 
But what shall it be? What will suit? 
I 'll tell you what: My own old boot. 

And lest you here exception take 
And say tbat I a ''bull" do make 
In calling an old boot a subject new, 
I say "at least in poetry 'tis true." 

I like an old boot; so does every one 
Who has upon his toe a tender corn. 
Jt sits so easy, like a good old friend, 
Knows all the tender points, and still will bend 
With every motion of the foot, so that 
It never presses on, or hurts the toe that 
Occasions all your trouble; now a new one 
Is harsh, unfeeling, cruel, nay inhuman; 
It cramps and pinches you at every turn, 
Makes corns to ache and tender joints to burn, 
Cripples your step, confines your gait, and so it 
Makes you sincerely wish them all in Tophet. 
So with some friends; Oh Lord, how I do hate them, 
Sans salt and pepper, almost could I eat them. 
With lengthened phiz and brow severe they meet 
Their hapless friend, and thus they do him greet, 
(Th~t is when he, by strong temptation rude, 
Has s,verved from the straight path of rectitude): 
''I'm sorry you've not ceased full sway to give 
" Unto your passions; you can never thrive 
" In the opinion of good men (like rne) 
"Unless you shun these courses. I may say 
"Your conduct is unworthy of your name, 
"Covers yourself, your kin, yonr friends with shame; 
''At least for them consideration have, 
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"And all these vices and these follies leave." 
And after having thus your feelings ,vrought 
Into a state of frenzy, having brou~ht 
The healing wounds of conscience to their first 
Fresh thrilling soreness, lest your heart slwuld burst 
With rage at outraged feelings, they apply · 
The ever re:idy, smiling, treacherous lie: 
"Oh I'm your friend, I hope I'm understood; 
"All I have said is only for your good; 
••[ meant uot to upbraid; forgive I pray, 
"My bluc..tness; 'tis ,vith friends my only ,vay. '' 
Such friends as these, if I my mind may tel1-
1 ,vish were ,vith new boots all safe in --

W ASilINGTON CITY, D. c., December 29th, 1834. 

Another poem was written in the fervor of youth at New
ville, Ohio, Christmas Day, 1839. 

*ON READING THE PETITION OF THE CHARTISTS OF ENGLAND. 

What sound comes over the mighty deep ? 
Do the fierce ,vild ,vlnds its bosom s,veep? 
Is the demon of death from its ,vhirlwind car 
Scattering ,voe and death afar? 
Whence that deep sound ? Does the earthquake's shock, 
Shiver and scatter the mountain and rock, 
The castle of noble and cottage of s,vain, 
Alike undistinguished afar on the plain? 

Louder and clearer it comes again. 
Hark! 'tis the strong, deep shout of men, 
Rising and pealing and s ,velling around, 
Like the ''deep toned thunder's bello,ving sound. 11 

What uau it be? Can earth's tyrants dare, 
Once n1ore ,vith their banners taint the air? 
Have the masters again led the slaves forth 
And is it the fearful battle cry? 

Hark t Once more on the startled ear 
It rises agaJn distinct and clear; 
But ' ti s not 1he ,vi\d tu1uult of deadly strife, 
1'hrilliug tho hearts of maiden and ,vife. 
What can ii be? Do I hear aright-

•Cbartlsm was a ~10Htical n1<n·eme11t iii Great Brita.in, from 1835 to 1850. Tbe people 
through a. "charter, ' in •H-16, deuumde<l unlvereal ma.le suffrage, equal rBpreeentation1 Tote by be.llot, annual purliumente, etc. 
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"The slaves have arisen in Freedom's might.» 
Is it, Great God I Oh can it be! 
Hark again to that shout, '•We will be free." 

It comes from the land whence sprang our sires, 
Whose hands fi,J;st kindled those beacon fires 
Whose broad, bright light, by the blessing of Heaven, 
Now reaches the land from which they were driven; 
Has dispelled the deep darkness by tyranny cast 
O'er the souls of men in times long past. 
God grant that its beamings may brighten and spread, 
'1'ill no slave stains the earth with his desolate tread. 

They will-aye, they must; for that fire from above, 
While fed with the patriot's devotion and love, 
Neither princes of earth nor the powers of Hell 
Its light or its increase can darken or quell. 
It will stream to the sky; 'twill encircle the earth, 
'Twill blaze on the altar, 'twill cheer the rude hearth, 
God's mockers, Earth's Kings, from their proud seats be hurl'd, 
And Freedom's fair sunbeam will gladden the world. 

. . ' 

, 
I 
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In his early efforts he evinced the rare faculty of photo
graphing on his own mind the features of his subjects at a 
casual glance, and of transfixing them upon his canvass with
out requiring from them a sitting for that purpose. 

Some of his early productions which he called "charcoal 
sketches,'' made several decades ago, arc now treasured 
among the collections of the State Historical Society a::; 
marks of his early promise and as correct delineations of the 
persons and events they represent. 

Mr. Yewell spent considerable time during the summer 
of 1892 in Iowa City, the home of his boyhood, and Gov. 
Kirkwood sat for his picture in the little office at his own 
hon1e that contained his library and where he had prepared 
many of his best State papers. The painting received its 
finishing toucl1es in 1\ilr. Yewell's studio in New York City, 
and ,vhen completed it was sent to Iowa City and was exhib
ited for a couple of weeks in the rooms of Close Hall, where 
it was seen by Gov. l{irkwood's old friends and neighbors 
who had known him for a third of a century and who pro
nounced it a perfect likeness of him whom they had known 
so long and so well. 

The presentation of the portrait to the Governor of the 
State took place 011 the 20th of June. An account of the 
ceremonies attending it is copied from the Des lYioines 
Register: 

Upon the occasion of the unveiling there was a notable assemblage 
of distinguished men of the State and the municipal ofticers of the city. 
The unveiling occurred in the reception parlor of the Governor of the 
State. 

The scene presented in that large, spacious roon1, as Judge "\<Vright 
rose to call the meeting to order, was one of the most imposing ever 
seen in Iowa '.i proud capitol. In a deep mahogany chair in the 
center of the room, at one end of a large table, saL Horace Boies, 
Governor of Iowa. At the opposite end sat the Hon. Peter A. Dey, 
,vbile to one side of the table ,vas stationed Ju<lge Wright, and to his 
right was ex-Governor Gear. Around the room ,vas an asseroblage 
which could not but fill a visitor's heart with, eneration. 

There were gathered men "''ho have_lived in Io"'a for years; have 
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,vatched its growth and development into one of th~ foren1ost States of 
the Union and have gro,vn gray in its service, and here ,vere they met 
on a beautiful afternoon to pronounce eulogies on a man who has done 
for his State more than any other, a man ,vith whom they ,vere all 
personally acquainted, ,vbo ,vas at his home in Iowa Ci_ty, too feeble 
to be in attendance to hear the ,vords of praise which his old associates 
,vere about to besto,v upon him. 

In the assemblage sat men who had it in their po,ver to unfold vol
umes of history never yet " 'Titten. Nearly all had spent more or less 
time in the service of the State, and Governor Kirk,vood would truly 
have felt honored had he been there to see and to hear the men who 
had come to do him honor. 

Pron1ptly at 2:30 o'clock Judge Wright arose and announced the 
purpose of the meeting. Peter A. Dey, of Iowa City, was introduced. 
Mr. Dey rose from his chair and 1uovecl to the side of the room beneath 
the picture of Governor Kirk\vood, \Vhich hung on the ,vall, veiled 
with the stars and stripes. Governor Boies stood while Mr. Dey spoke 
the following: 

(;overnor Boies:-I have accepted with more than ordinary satisfac. 
tion the invitation of the committee in charge of the exercises of this 
day, to represent the artist and present his ,vork for your approval. 

For nearly forty years T have kno,vn Mr. Yewell intimately, have 
sympathized \Vith him in his struggles for professional attainment and 
rejoiced in his success. I have known Governor Kirkwood almost as 
long, but of him it is not 1uy purpose to speak, as othe;:s \Vill tell you 
that in the period of greatest danger to the nation, largely through his 
efforts, every call upon the State of Io,va was hon0red and every 
obligation discharged. On this occasion I may without impropriety 
say something of the artist. 

In 1841 there came to the ne,Yly selected capital of the Territory of 
Io,va, a widow \\'ith her young son, brought to this new country in the 
hope that in some way the struggle of life might be less arduous than 
in lhe older States. Time passed ou, the boy gre,v and entered cheer
fully the life of toil aud labor that seemed to a,vait him; in the inter
vals of leisure be developed a lasi..e for sketching and found among the 
incidents of pioneer life n111ch to amuse and interest the early settler. 
,vith charcoal, pencil and brush he delineated 1be peculiarities of the 
men around him; 1Yhate\·er interested them, whether of local charac
ter or matters of legislative interest, he treated with humor and skill 
and struck a Yein tbatga\'e bim a local and even a state reputation. 

His pictures ·were cr1 de but conceived in a spirit that made the 
subject even of ridicule enjoy them and join in admiration of the boy 
cartuo11ist. ]'he-y Jin ally a 11 racted the atLention of Charles Mason, one 
of the judges of the Supren1e Con rt, ,vho fnruishcd him the rneans to 
procureinstruction such as could be had in Ne\vYork. Later he ,vent 
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abroad, spent years in France, Italy and Germany. While in Europe 
he de-voted ti1ne to pictures in which were faces and figures, bringing 
out to a great extent peculiarites, passions and emotions. H e also 
paid u. great deal of attention to painting the interiors of churches 
and other builc.liugs; possibly in this line of art he had fe,v. if any 

' superiors. A fe,v years ago be returned to this country and since then 
has deyoted hin1self largely to portrait painting. In the maturity of 
his powers and the ripeness of his genius he paid the debt of gratitude 
in the portrait of Judge Mason, which, perhaps, next to this, is the 
most characteristic of all his portraits. It is not merely a likeness, but 
embodies the man " 'ho extended to the struggling boy the helping hand. 

The portraits of Professor Parvin in the State library, of Judges 
Wright and Dillon in the Supreme Court room, of Governors Chambers 
and Lowe and of General Dodge in this room, are the work of his later 
years. To the portrait before us , the head and face of which he 
regarlls as artistically the great success of his life, he has devoted time 
and study. Froru the intimate acquaintance of long years, profoundly 
impressed with t,he massive strength of character and at the same time 
warm hearted nature of Governor Kirkwood, this portrait has been a 
labor of love. 

It is said that the great value of Trumbull's paintings in the rotunda 
of the Capitol at Washington, is that he knew intimately the men he 
painted and transferred their characters to the canvas. Stuart's great 
picture of Washington, that for nearly a century has l>een in every 
home in the land, \Vb ether in the finest steel engraving that ornaments 
the walls of the ,vealthy or the crude lithograph in the humblest home, 
is always the same face, represents the same man, and why ? Because 
the artist has so thoroughly impressed the character of the man upon 
the canvas that ,ve neYer fail to recognize it, and feel that Washington 
must haYe been as be was painted as no other head or face ,vould fit 
him. It may be that our children and our children's children will 
recall the War Governor of Iowa from engravings that in the coming 
years will h ang on the ,valls of the homes of our people, copies of the 
painting which we this clay unveil, and will then say as we say now, it 
must be perfect for no other bead and face would fit our ideal of 
the man. 

I feel that I am committing no breach of confidence when I give 
you the artist 's o,vn language in a letter never intended for the public: 
''I regard the head and face purely as a work of art, in many respects 
the best I have ever painted. I have endeavored to paint Governor 
Kirkwood as I knew him, a strong man \Vith a face of great power and 
determined will, at the same time full of tenderness and sympathy." 
Ho"v well he measured the man you who are his old and tried friends 
kno,v as well as I. How well he has succeeded in impressing this 
delineation of character upon the canvas, it is for you to judge. 
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In the name of the artist, George H. Yewell, I present to your 
excellency this picture and ask you if the contract for painting the 
portrait of Governor Kirkwood has been satisfactorily executed. 

As l\ir. Dey concluded, the stars and stripes, ,vbich concealed the 
' features of Samuel J. Kirk\vood from view, were removed amidst 

general applause, and the ne,v painting stood forth "'il.h a wonderful 
reality. It was seen at a glance to be a magnificent ,vork of art. 
1'here 1vas a strength and dignity, yet an air of kindliness about the 
fa.ca which impressed every person in the room at once. There ,vas 
an expression of character and individuality portrayed in the features 
,vhich iµipressed all at once that the picture ,vas the ,vork of a great 
artist. It is truly a beautiful likeness of the ch,tracter and the man it 
atten1pts to reproduce. Governor Boies in accepting it spoke these 
,vords: 

Sir:-Iu accepting for the State from your hands, as the agent of 
the artist ,vhose work it is, this portrait of one of Iowa's most distin
guished citizens, I am called upon to perform a duty gratefully im 
posed by a generous people and most cheerfully assumed by myself. 

'fhe occasion makes appropriate a brief reference to certain histor
ical facts \\'hich in this connection ,vill not fail to be of interest to the 
general public. 

Governor Kirkwood, ,vhose likeness you present, ,vas born in the 
State of Maryland, December 20th, 18131 and although an old man 
no,v is still blessed ,vith 1nental and physical vigor becoming his 
age, and lives in his old home in Johnson county, surrounded by 
friends and neighbors to ,vhom he is endeared by a long life of most 
upright and manly dealing in all the affairs of men ,vith which he has 
been connected. 

He ,vas educated as a lawyer and for a time practiced his chosen 
profession in his then adopted State of Ohio. 

From there he removed to Iowa in 1855, and soon after becoming a 
citizen of the State entered public life, being elected a member of the 
state senate in 1856, Governor of the State in 1859 and again in 1861. 
In 1863 he ,vas tendered Ly President Lincoln the appointment of 
Minister to Denwark, but declined the position. In 1866 he was 
elected United States Senator from this State to fill the unexpired 
term oi Senator Harlan. In 1875 he ,vas again elected Governor of 
Io,va, and the year follo"'ing resigned the office to accept that of 
United States Senator, to ,vhich place he had been again elected. In._ 
1881 be resigued his seat in the Senate to accept a position in the 
Cabinet of President Garfield, and from that position he voluntarily 
retired in 1882 to resume his place as a private citizen and rest fron1 
the toil of a long, laborious and most honorable public career. 

Once elected to the Senate of his State, three times its Governor, 
and t,vice its Representative in the Senate of the United States, it is, I 
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belieYe, no exaggeration of fact to say that Iowa has never honored 
any other citizen with so many and such important places of public trust, 
and it is certainly true that no servant of hers ever acquitted himself in 
the discharge of his official duties with 1nore perfect :fidelity to all her 
interests or with 1nore marked intelligence in the " 'ork that fell to 
his lot. 

It was, therefore, a most fitting expression of the gratitude of the 
State he had served so long and so ,vell ,vhen our last legislature appro
priated a sum sufficient to secur e and preser,Te this splendid likeness 
of the man whose life ,vork is so intimately inter"'OYen in the most 
important as ,Yell as the 111ost honorable period in all its history. 

Under the provisions of that act it was n1ade my duty to select an 
artist to perform the work proposed. 

With the aid of friends of the Governor I was fortunate enough to 
secure the services of 1\fr. Yewell, no,v of Ne\V York, but formerly a 
citizen of Iowa and an old time frie.nd of the honored subject whose 
portrait he " 'as to paint. 

It is not too much for me to say that the artist has been faithful to 
the most exacting degree in the perfor1nance of the trust confided to 
him and has succeeded in producing a likeness that cannot fail to 
please every citizen of Iov.'a who now, or in the long years to 
come may be able to see and admire his work. 

After Governor Boies had concluded, Judge Wright said he would 
take the priYilege of calling upon any one ,vho was present to speak, 
in vie,v of the nature of the meeting for which they had come together. 
He then called upon Governor Gear, who spoke as follows: 

Mr. Chairrnan, Ladies and Gentlernen:-l am glad that I am here 
to join you in doing honor to one of the most distinguished men of our 
State. I regret that my colleagues, the ex-Governors of the State, are 
from various causes unable to be here to-day, and I much regret that 
by the infirmities of his great age, that we are deprived of the pleasure 
of Governor Kirk,vood 's presence. 

We have assembled here to do honor to the man who during his 
long residence in Iowa has impressed himself on the people of our 
State as no other man has. 

Mr. Yewell bas done his work well, and the portrait just unveiled 
is not only a great ,vork of art, but to us ,vho know Governor Kirk
wood well, it is a splendid picture not only in its physical likeness, but 
the artist has also thoroughly portrayed his mental characteristics, 
which is the highest eYidence of art. 

Coming to Iowa iu the early fifties, he settled in Johnson County, 
where he made his home. His friends, recognizing his ability, soon 
called on hint to serve them in the Legislature. He was elected to the 
Senate as a 1nember of the Seventh and Eighth General Assemblies. 
He at once took high rank in that body which had in its membership 
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many of the able men of the State. At that time the question of estab
lish~ug a State bank under the new constitution, ,vhich had recently 
been adopted, ,vas a promihent one. Governor Kirkwood drafted and 
the Assembly enacted the la,v establishing the State Bank of Io,va, a 
bank ,vhich through all the hard tiI11es of 1857-60 stood solid as a rock, 
redeeming its issues in gold. Called by the peopl€l of the. State to be 
its chief magistrate at a critical time in the nation's history, he met the 
responsibilities of the hour. When President Lincoln issued the call 
for the first 75,000 men, Governor Kirkwood at once called the Legis
lature together in special session. His proclamation Was a patriotic 
documellt and struck the loyal chord of the hearts of the people of 
Io,va. Ho,v Iowa responded illumines a bright ~age in the history of 
our loved State. 

At the outbreak of the war, the national government was bankrupt 
and it fell on Governor Kirkwood, by his personal efforts, to raise 
funds to equip the State's first regiments. To do this, he called on 
the State banks of Iowa; he and a fe,vof his friends became personally 
responsible for 1nore money than they were really able to pay in order 
that Iowa 1s regiments might be equipped and sent to the front to bear 
their part in defending the nation's honor. The State banks promptly 
responded to his call. During the first three years of the war, he ga\'e 
his time, day and night, to the duty of raising the State's quota of 
liroops. He was ,vise and a -1·are judge of men, and his appointment 
of the officers of the Iowa regiments gives proof of his high qualities 
1n these regards. He made constant trips to the field of war and gave 
much of his time to the aid and comfort of the soldiers. Childless 
himself, all Iowa soldiers ,vere ''his boys." He never was known to 
turn a deaf ear to an Io,va soldier. I ,vas in his office one morning at 
Washington City when he filled the high office of Secretary of the 
Interior. There ,vere present senators, members of Congress and 
governors of states, all a\vaiting their turn to transact their business, 
The door opened and an Io,va soldier ,vhom the Governor knew, came 
in supporting himself on a crutch and cane. Kirkwood at once rose 
and gave him a seat. Turning aside from those pre:sent he inquired, 
'•What can I do for you?' 1 

A senator ,vho was waiting, a gentleman of more than national 
reputation, said to 1110, "Gear, what kind of a inan is Kirk,vood who 
turns away from all of us to talk to that old soldier?" I replied, 
"Senator, Governor Kirk,vood considers all Iowa soldiers as his boys 
and they in turn look to him as a father. 11 

Again as a Uni led States Senator he served the State and nation 
,vith distinguished ability. He had a logical and legal mind, and ,vas, 
in fact, a great constitutional la,vyer, and in this branch of Congress 
he had ample opportunity to display his great abilities as a lawyer. 
He was a member of the Judiciary Committee of which Roscoe Conk-
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ling was chairman, a nd on one occasion an important question involv· 
ing constitutional la,v ,vas under debate. Governor Kirkvvood made 
a speech in which he electrified the Senn.le. A Senator said to Roscoe 
Conkling, "Conkling, ,rhoever kne,v that Kirkwood of l o,va, ,ya;:; so 
strong a la,vyer?" Conkling replied, " When Kirk,vood gets up and 
shakes the Vi' rinkles out of his clothes, be kno,vs as much constitutional 
law as any man ou the floor of the Senate,"-well merited praise fro1n 
one ,vho was himself one of the greatest lawyers of the nation. Go,·
ernor Kirk\"\'ood's name will be handed down in history with .John A. 
Andrew, Andrew J. CurUn and Oliver P. Morton as one among the 
trusted advisers of President I,incoln during the Civil War. 

Kirkwood was able, ,vise and sagacious, and, above all, he was 
truthf ,11 and honest. On the stump he ,vas a to,ver of strength to his 
party, giving hard blO\\'S to the opposition. but ne,er descending to 
demagogism. As an orator he ,v-as powerful in the fact that his lang
uage ,vas simple and bis similes homely, and alivays struck the chords 
of the hearts of his audience. 

In his career as a public man he commanded the admiration, aye 
more, the affection, of bis party, and enjoyed in an eminent degree 
the respect of the opposition. 

It has been well said that ''the affections of the people of Io,va, like 
the rivers ,vhich form her borders, flo,v to a. perpetual union "-of this 
Iowa gave splendid proof under Kirkwood's administration, and to-day 
in his advanced age, infirm in body, but thank God, vigorous in mind, 
it can be truly said that the affections of Iowa's people cluster around 
him as around no other man, and we all join in the hearty wish that 
''his days may be long in the land.'' 

Sir, there are three gentlemen in this room besides myself, who are 
pioneers of the State, all of whom have known all the Governors of 
Io,va, and without disparagement either io my distinguished prede
cessors or successors, I do not hesitate to say that in the record he has 
made he has impressed himself on the people as has no other Governor. 

Sir, " 'hen the generations of the future people of Io,va shall visit 
this noble edifice and shall witness the portraits of our distinguished 
citizens hanging on these walls and shall point to this triumph of 
artistic skill and ask ivhose likeness it is, the r eply will be, •·San1uel 
J. Kirkwood." From the lips of e,ery inquirer will come spontane
ously, "Yes, Samuel J. Kirk,vood, Io,va's 'great War GoYernor."' 

H on. H. W. Lathrop being called upon, spoke as follo,vs: 
Mr. President and Friends of Gov. Kirkwood:-!£ there is a!lything 

of ,vhich Io,vans are proud, it is the financial standing of the State, 
she being free from debt, and the fact that her per cent. of illiteracy is 
the smallest of any state in the Union. 

No man in the State has done more to bring about these conditions 
than Governor Kirkwood. During the first eighteen years of her 
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political existence, Io"'a ,vas ,vithout a banking system. At the 
second session of Governor Kirk,vood's service as Stale Senator, and 
the first session of the General .A.ssembly under the then Ne,v Consti
tution permitting banking, on account of his superior kno,vledge on 
the subject he ,vas added as a spec,ial 1nemLer to the co1un1ittee on 
Banks, much of that kno"·ledgc having been obta'incd a .fe,v years 
previously ,vhen a member of the Ohio Constitutional Convention, 
,v here the subject of banking was ably and fully discussed. 

At this session he " "as an1ong the fore1nost in the advocacy of the 
pa.ssage of the bill providing fo1· a State Bank and its branches. It 
proved to jJe one of the best systems ever establish8d, and it furnished 
the people a safe and sound currency. 

As president of one of its branches he assisted in its administra
tion. 

As Governor he after,vards vetoed a bill passed by the General 
Assembly, providing for the establishn1ent of a banking system that 
would have opened ,vide a door for •·wild cat" banking. 

When at the special session of the General Assc,nbly in 1861, bonds 
to the aruount of $800,000 ,vere voted to carry ou the ,var, he took 
special pains to see that those bonds should not be thro,vn upon the 
market and sold at a, depreciated price, sending Hon. Ezekiel Clark t9 
Ne,v York for that purpose, ,vith instructions to buy at a good fair 
price the first offered on the Stock Board, in order to fix their market 
,·allle. This purchase did fix their value, and at that rate they ,vere 
afterwards disposed of. By ihis plan, and his economical administra
tion of the Governor's office only three-eighths of the bonds voted 
were ever used. 

Io our educational system be has filled the various offices of 
Member of the Board of Regents of the State University, Member of 
the Board of Trustees of the State Agricnltural College, one of the 
Curators of the State Historical Society, and a large contributor to its 
collections, being also its President, Sub-Director in his school district 
and President of the To,vnship Board, and all these offices received his 
best, most earnest and intelligent labors in their administration. 

When tilling national offices he never got the credit his merit 
entitled hitu to, for he ,vas ahvays handicapped ,vith short terms, pre
venting him from getting that official momentum by long experience 
in them, so essential to success in the performance of duties connected 
,vith them. 

'fhough filling the office of Secretary of the Interior in Garfield's 
Cabinet less than fourteen months, he stamped upon the Indian 
Bureau the policy of detribalizing the Indians, allotting to them their 
lands in severalty, ,vith a title to them in fee, and recommending that 
they be educated and brought into citizenship. 

'£hough not permitted to hold the office long enough to give his 

' 
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policy full force aud effect, it has to a considerable extent been 
endorsed by his successors. 

Mr. Lathrop gave an epitome of the Art Life of Mr. Yewell detail
ing some of his early efforts as a juvenile artist. 

1V1r. Charles Aldrich next read the letter printed below, from 
ex-Governor Carpenter: 

FORT DODGE, IowA, June 16, 1893. 
Hon. Charles .Aldrich, 

Des Moines, Iowa. 

MY DEAR SrR:- I received the invitation to be present on the 20th 
inst. to participate in the ceremony of unveiling the great historic 
portrait of ex-Governor Kirkwood. I had delayed anS"\>\'ering because 
I had hoped to shape matters so as to be able to come, but within the 
last day or two I have found that engagements which I can neither 
avoid or postpone, \Vi11 pre,ent me from being present. I deeply 
regret this, as nothing would afford me greater pleasure than to join 
with others in giving expression to the public estimate of San1uel J. 
Kirk-n·ood. l " ·ell remeruber in 1861, ,vhen it fully dawned upon n1e 
that free go,ernment must be surrendered on this continent or the 
inevitable alternali,e of civil war must be accepted, that I began to 
consider ,vb ether the President would receive the loyal and undi ,·ided 
support of the various Governors of the slates adhering to the Union. 
l know that under our form of goyernment, accordingly as the Gov
ernors of the loyal states ga,·e the President acti\"e, earnest antl enthu
siastic support, or, on the other hand, as it might be possible for them 
to quibble antl hesitate ,vith half-hearted sympathy, the cause of the 
Union "'·ould be advanced or retarded. I had kno\\' n Governor Kirk 
wood ,vhilst he was a senator in the Seventh General Assembly; I had 
" 'atcbed his career as Governor; had read \Yith pride and satisfaction 
his correspondence relative to the surrender of Coppoc upon the 
requisition of the Governor of Virginia; and I was satisfied that in him 
the government would find a brave, resolute and uncompromising 
defender. It has been a source of pride in my State-in its patriotism 
and intelligence-that his sul>sequent career ,vas a fulfillment of my 
prophecy respecting him. 

What a. group of historic characters the Governors of the loyal 
states in these times which tried men's souls, would make. There was 
Yates, of Illinois; and Ramsey, of Minnesota; and Harvey, of Wiscon
sin; and Blair, of Michigan; and Morton, of Indiana; and Denison, of 
Ohio; and Curtin, of Pennsylvania; and Morgan, of New York; Buck
ingham, of Connecticut, and finally side by side stood Massachusetts 
and Iowa in the advanced thought and unyielding purpose of their 
populations. and in the sturdy patriotism and defiant resolution of 
their Governors, John A. Andrew and Samuel J. Kirkwood. This 
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galaxy of names brightens the luster of the heroic age in ,vhich they 
lived. 

Let the portrait of Governor Kirkwood be placed where it ,vill receive 
the kindliest light from the sun in the heaYens, and ,vhere the first 
glances of the eyes of his admiring countrymen will fall upon it as 
they enter the executive chamber. 

Yours, very sincerely, 
C. C. CARPENTER. 

Letters were also received from Judge G. S. Robinson, of Iowa 
City, and Alvin Saunders, of Omaha. 

Judge Cole made a brief and forcible address. "I met Samuel J. 
Kirkwood thirty-six years ago and kno,v him best in a political way. 
The keynote to his greatne!)s, and he is great, is that he ah,ays had a 
flood of internal light to shed on any question. He was not full of 
quotations. They were wonderful, original arguments of his own 
construction. It was this wonderful readiness and great mental 
power and capacity that enabled him to always respond. He was 
great because God made him great." 

Judge Nourse next said a few words, speaking of the value to 
posterity of such a picture, of Governor Kirkwood's sincerity as a man 
and ability as a statesman. Judge Wright brought the meeting to an 
end with a few remarks, thanking Gov~rnor Boies on behalf of the 
friends of Go,ernor Kirkwood and the entire State for the way in 
which he had carried out the instructions of the last legislature in 
regard to purchasing such a portrait. 

[THE END.} 

, 
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