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DEDICATION.

To the Soldiers of Iowa in the late Civil War, whose
valor, courage and fortitude without a stain in camp, on the
march and on the battle field, combined with the adminis-
tration of their chief, the ‘“ War Governor,” at home, con-
tributed to give to their beloved state a name and a fame
that will endure as long as history shall be written, or
history shall be read, this work is respectfully inscribed by
their friend,

THE AUTHOR.
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o4 THE LIFE AND TIMES OF SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD,

the people, and forty years’ experience under it has demon-
strated that the changes in it from the old one were eminently
fit to be made, and that under it the State of Ohio has
enjoyed an unusual era of prosperity covering two-fifths of a
century.
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40 THE LIFE AND TIMES OF SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD.

When the trade was completed the miller asked him his
name, which he gave, and then asked the miller for his, and
got the reply, ‘“My name is Sam Kirkwood.”’

In after years, when this customer saw thé name of S. J.
Kirkwood on the Republican ticket for governor, he asked
some of his neighbors if this S. J. Kirkwood was not ‘‘Sam
Kirkwood the miller,” at Iowa City, of whom he once
bought some flour, and learning that they were the same, he
cast his vote for him, though he was a Democrat, and ever
atterward when he saw that name on the ticket he voted for
“Sam Kirkwood the miller.”
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the true functions of our government, the relation of the
General government to the States, of the States to cach
other, and especially to the Territories, or from such able
teachers as they got that year from speakers on the stump,
und never did our people give so much thought und atten-
tion to questions presented by public speakers as they did
then.

There were at this time but two congressional districts in
the State. Wm. Vandever and Ben M. Samuels were Oppos-
ing candidates in the northern, and Samuel R. Curtis and C.
C. Cole in the southern district, all first-class speakers, and
they spent two whole months on the stump, speaking nearly
every duy. C. C. Nourse, one of the best of our platform
speakers, candidate for Attoruey General, made a thorough
canvass of the State, und the candidates for electors filled
tumerous appointments; that silvertongued orutor, the gal-
lant Henry O'Connor, threw Limself into the work with his
whole soul,  “Wide Awake' clubs were formed, and loecal
speakers put to work all over the Stute.  Gov. Kirkwood
was put into the harness us one of the wheel horses, and his
voice and pen were neither of them silent,  He used the lat.
ter with telling effect in reply to LeGrand Byington, a
Democratic politician of more than a local repntation, and
an assistant elector on his own ticket, who challenged him to
a joint debate.  Mr. Byingtou had business to attend to in
several counties where he proposed to speak, and made it a
condition that between each debate, while he spent forty-
cight hours in attending to business, Gov. Kirkwood was to
it around on store boxes or something not much better, and
spend the time in idleness before another debate should take
place, hat the letter tells its own story:

lowa Ciry, Sept. 3, 1880,
LeGrand Byington, Esy.,
Sik:—In your letter to me in the State Press of 20th of August, you
make & speech and gite we a challenge. Courtesy requires that 1
should reply 1o buth.  Of the Whig Party I have only this to say. It
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THE LIFE AND TIMES OF SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 201

but with beating learts, for the day when the great battle shall be
- fought-—listening intently, and oh! how anxiously, for the battle shout,
“God for the right,’ which will on that day roll over that battlefield
_ from the brave men who will be privileged there to rally around our
) dear old flag and strike in its defense, and trusting humbly and confi-

dently that because they will strike for the right, the God of battles
will give us the victory!
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330 THE LIFE AND TIMES OF SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD.

“T thank Col. Stone for the selection, for he stated to me that he had
had a dozen applications from the ‘kid-gloved gentry’ of Iowa as he
expressed it for the chaplaincy of the regiment; but said he, ‘You have
taken your musket and come out like a man, and if anybody deserves

the position you do.” :
L] ﬁ. HOIII‘EMSII

Chaplain 25th Regt. Towa Vols.
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and abundant in droll stories, he carr

1es a crowd with him inevitably.
I don't know how much he costs,

but he is worth every cent of it.”

During the senatorial contest in 1889 that resulted in the
election of Mr. J. F. Wilson, and in which Gov. Kirkwood

Wis urged as a candidate by his friends, but which he refused

to become, an Indiana correspondent of the State Register,
writes:

“If the Towa Republicans will send Senator Kirkwood over to
Hoosierdom, they will continue him in his senatorial career without a
skip, in recognition of his signal service in the last campaign, he being

the most effective foreign stumper that spoke in that memorable cam-
Paign—making the most conversions,’
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Ours by the freeman's titled deed
To the land of liberty;

Ours for the freeman’s sacred creed,
Ours for humanity.

Ours from the placid Western sea,
To the Emerald Eastern slopes;
Ours by our fathers' history,
Ours for our children's hopes.

-

Ours from the North lakes crystal waves
To the silvery Southern foam;

Ours by the changeless right of graves,
Ours for the lives to come.

Ours by the homes that deck the land,
Ours by the pathways trod,
Ours by the ages® stern demand,

Qurs by the gift of God.
[Prolonged applause. ]
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The district was very thoroughly canvassed, the Governor
addressing good-sized audiences in nearly every large town
in it,

The election resulted in the choice of Judge Hayes, he
having received 15,279 votes, Mr. O’Meara, 8,602, and
Gov. Kirkwood 8,0009.

*This was the last political canvass in which Gov. Kirk-
wood took an active part. He would undoubtedly have
engaged in the Presidential one two years later, as his inter-
est in public affairs had not abated, but his health would not
permit of his engaging in public speaking.

*1f all the anti Hayes votes had been cast for Governor Kirkwood, he would have
been elected by 1,332 majority.
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