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lO WA LIBltARY COMMISSIO:N 

The Iowa Library Commission was 
created by an act of the Twenty-eighth 
General Assembly, March 20, 1900. The 
Commission consists of seven members, 
three being ex-officio, and four appointed 
by the Governor. These serve without 
compensation and employ a Secretary not 
of their number to attend to the activities 
of the Commission work. Its purpose is 
to promote the establishment and effi
ciency of public libraries in Iowa, and to 
encourage the circulation and reading of 
good books. 

ACTIYITlE~ 

Extension a111l Supervision 

The Library Commission co-operates 
with local communities in establish
ing and developing public libraries; 
aids in book selection, building plans, 
etc. Organizes libraries according to 
modern methods and gives advice 
and instruction to trustees and li
brarians by personal visits and cor
respondence. 

Lihraq· Statjstics 

Collects and publishes statistics of 
libraries in the state for guidance 
and information of trustees and for 
inclusion in the Official Register. 
Furnishes report blanks for library 
statistics and records in local li
braries. 



'frarnling Lil)rary 
Maintains a system of Traveling Li
braries, loaning books for reading 
and study throughout th e State. 
(a) In Fixecl GrouJ)S of fifty volumes 
for general reading by adults and 
child ren; (b) In Selectecl Groups to 
meet specific needs of study clubs, 
debating societies, an d farmers' or
ganizations. 

Books for the Blind 
Provides a coll ection of books in 
N. Y. Point for blind readers in con
nection with the Traveling Library. 

Picture Collections 
Loans pictures in con nection with 
a rt books, and for exhibit purposes. 

Stn!ly Club Programs 
Loans outlines and sy llabi to clubs 
to aid in preparing programs. 

Perio!lical Exchange 
Collects and distributes standard 
magazines free, to aid sm all libraries 
in providing a reference collection. 

1'11 hlicotions 
Issues the Iowa Library Quarterly, 
devoted to library progress and news 
of the s tate; also selected lists, leaf
lets and aids of various kinds. 

If yon want books for reading or study, 
or hel)l for your Iib1·ai·y, write to the 
IOWA LIBRARY CO~DIISSION, State 
Historical Bldg., Des Moines, Iowa. 

••H••··•• State Library Of Iowa 
Miller Buildinq 
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