FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

FOR THE IMPROVEMENT
OF U.S. 218
IN JANESVILLE

BLACK HAWK AND BREMER COUNTIES, IOWA
PROJECT NO. F-218-8

Notification of the availability of this environmental assessment was
forwarded to state and areawide clearinghouses on March 4, 1985, Public
availability of the assessment was included with the notice of the corridor
public hearing on February 12 and March 5, 1985. The review period for the
attached environmental assessment expired on April 10, 1985. Comments and
revisions are included on the following pages.

The FHWA has determined that this project will not have any signifi-
cant impact on the human environment. This finding of no significant
impact is based on the attached environmental assessment which has been
independently evaluated by the FHWA and determined to adequately and
accurately discuss the environmental issues and impacts of the proposed
project. It provides sufficient evidence and analysis for determining that
an environmental impact statement is not required. The FHWA takes full

responsibility for the accuracy, scope, and content of the attached environ-

mental assessment.
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PROJECT ACTION
AFTER THE AVAILABILITY OF THE
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

A corridor public hearing for this project was held on March 13, 1985,
in Janesville. The hearing was attended by 224 people. The hearing
transcript is available upon request. The Department of Agriculture's
Forms AD 1006 in regard to farmland conversion have been completed and are
included in the following pages.

The Iowa Department of Transportation on July 16, 1985, approved the
corridor public hearing and selected the North Bypass Alternate in Janesville
for further development. The City of Janesville had previously endorsed
this alternate. However, property owners along the bypass route objected
to it.

Reasons the North Bypass Alternate was selected are:

1. Provides continuity in traffic service by eliminating a

restricted speed zone and numerous access points as required
for the Present Alignment Alternate.

2. The social and economic impacts will be much less for the
North Bypass with one home displaced compared to 18 for the
Present Alignment and no businesses displaced by the North
Bypass compared to 4 with the Present Alignment.

3. The cost of constructing the North Bypass will be approxi-
mately $1 million less than the Present Alignment Alternate.

The Bremer County Board of Supervisors requested the Iowa DOT study an
alignment south of Janesville. The Iowa Conservation Commission reviewed
this area as well as the other two alignments. They concluded a south
bypass would result in larger environmental impacts than would either the
North Bypass Alternate or the Present Alignment Alternate. Their comments

are included in the "Comments Received" section on the following pages.



A meeting was held in Cedar Falls on October 23, 1985, with represen-
tatives from the Iowa Conservation Commission, the U.S. Department of
Interior's Fish and Wildlife Service, the Federal Highway Administration
and the Iowa Department of Transportation. The Department of Interior and
the Iowa Conservation Commission reconfirmed their support of the alternates
selected by the Iowa Department of Transportation.

The meeting also produced a general agreement on mitigation for the
entire project from Cedar Falls to Waverly including this project in
Janesville. The general agreement provides for approximately 130 acres of
replacement Tand for the Iowa Conservation Commission to help mitigate the
impact of this project on environmentally sensitive areas. This replace-
ment land includes 85 acres of surface water. This mitigation proposal
will appropriately resolve the concerns of the State Office for Planning
and Programming and the Iowa Department of Water, Air and Waste Management.
Their comments on the project are included in the "Comments Received"

section on the following pages.
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COMMENTS RECEIVED
AFTER THE AVAILABILITY OF THIS
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT



Office for Planning and Programming

TERRY E BRANSTAD

Capitol Annex, Des Moines, lowa 50319 Telephone (515) 281-3711 by
vernor
EDWARD J STANEK. PhD
Director
Rece‘\VBd
April 8, 1985
office ot

Prsect planning
Harry S. Budd, Director

Iowa Department of Transportation

Office of Project Planning

Planning and Research Division

800 Lincoln Way

Ames, IA 50010

Re: IA 850306-193
F-218-8 Janesville

Dear Mr. Budd:

The State Clearinghouse has completed the review of the Environmental Assessment
relating to the Improvement of U.S. 218 by constructing a by-pass of Janesville.
The Towa Department of Water, Air and Waste Management has sent the clearing-
house a copy of Mr. McAllister's letter of March 29, 1985 to you encouraging the
selection of the present route rather than the alternative north by-pass which
would cause disruption of the natural environment. The clearinghouse agrees

with DWAWM's recommendation and supports the use of the present site for crossing

the Cedar River.

The clearinghouse has not received any comments, other than the above mentioned
one, from any state agency. The review of the environmental assessment is,
therefore, completed unless there is a major amendment to it.

Sincerely,

A. Themas Wallace
Federal Funds Coordinator

ATW/sb

State of lowa



March 29, 1985

OWal

department of water, air and waste management

Received
APR 41885

office of
m‘ecﬁ Plann\'ﬂ'

Harry S. Budd, Director

Office of Project Planning

Iowa Department of Transportation
Ames, Iowa 50010

RE: COMMENTS
u.S. 218
Improvement in Janesville
Black Hawk and Bremer Counties, Iowa
Project No. F-218-8
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT - dated 3-1-85

Dear Mr. Budd:

This department has received and reviewed the above mentioned document. Two
alternative routes are discussed in the environmental assessment - a present
alignment alternate and a north bypass alternate. It appears that the only
significant natural areas encountered by the two alignments under study are
where they cross the Cedar River. The existing alignment has of course been
previously disturbed by the existing bridge construction and adjacent develop-
ment while the north bypass alternate remains in its natural state.

Based on the information provided in the environmental assessment, this depart-
ment would encourage and support the selection of the present alignment alter-
nate. Environmental impacts associated with the present alignment alternate are
minimai; whereas the impacts associated with the river crossing in the north
bypass alternate are significant and would cause an irreversible loss of this
scenic and natural area. The Cedar River in the affected project area is an
identified high potential area of the Iowa Conservation Commission's Protected
Water Areas (PWA) Program. It would appear that the exceptional value of this
river corridor as a scenic and natural area of the State has been demonstrated
through its scrutiny during the PWA study. In addition, no evaluation of the
integrity of the existing aquatic habitat and aquatic community in the north
bypass alternate river crossing area was presented. Only environmental impacts
from land modification have been addressed in the environmental assessment.

A flood plain construction permit and Section 401 Water Quality Certification
may be needed from this department for the selected activity. Please coordinate
with Bi11 Cappuccio (515) 281-8942 if you have any questions pertaining to the

DM:MW:b1b/WRWO880D01 .01

henry a. wallace building ® 900 east grand ® des moines, iowa 50319 e 515/281-8690
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"2 Harry S. Budd, Director
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. Iowa Department of Transportation
" Ames, Iowa
- March 29, 1985

Page 2

flood plain construction application materials or Monica Wnuk (515) 281-4117 for
Section 401 Certification requirements. Please keep us informed of the status
of this project.

Sincerely,
PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

Darrell McAllister
Director

DM:MW:b1b/PDWO088DO01 .02

cc: Bill Cappuccio, WAWM
Darrel1l Hayes, ICC



COMMISSIONERS

DONALD E KNUDSEN, Chairman — Eagle Grove
BAXTER FREESE. Vice-Chairman — Wellman
JOHN D FIELD - Hamburg

MARIAN PIKE Whiting

WILLIAM B RIDOUT Estherville

THOMAS E SPAHN — Dubuque

RICHARD THORNTON — Des Moines

Larry J. Wilson — Director
Wallace State Office Building, Des Moines, lowa 50319
515/281-5145

An EQUAL OPPORTUNITY Agency

May 22, 1985 Received
MAY 2 3 1985
Mr. Ron Ridenour pmiggig?ag: 12

Environmental Planning

Iowa Department of Transportation
800 Lincoln Way

Ames, Iowa 50010

RE: Iowa DOT Project, Relocated Iowa 58 and U.S. 218, Black Hawk and
Bremer Counties, Specifically, Routing at Janesville, Iowa

Dear Mr. Ridenour:

On May 3, 1985, Art Roseland, Wildlife Biologist, met with you to conduct a
field review of the three alternatives relative to the U.S. 218 routing near
Janesville, Iowa.

The following comments were received relative to this field review:

COMMENTS RELATIVE TO U.S. 218 ROUTING - JANESVILLE, IOWA

1e Considering the three alternatives - South Bypass, North Bypass,
Existing Route - it is clear that the existing route is preferred. The
project would be confined to existing corridors with no additional
intrusions on the river or riparian habitats.

2% Comparison of South and North Bypass Alternatives.

The South Bypass would traverse an estimated 2,000 feet of river,
riparian woodlands, and other relatively undeveloped habitats. The
North Bypass would traverse an estimated 1,250 feet of these habitats.

The South Bypass would disjoin an estimated 19 acres of nonagricultural,
riparian habitats, between Janesville and the Bypass, from downstream,
contiguous habitats.

The North Bypass would disjoin an estimated 15 acres of these lands
between Janesville and the Bypass from upstream, contiguous habitats.

Woodlands on each Bypass are predominantly located on bottomland
areas. On the North Bypass, however, the route traverses approximately
400 feet of woodland on higher elevations. Recent research in Iowa



i R

indicates that: (1) floodplain woodlands support higher densities of
breeding birds than upland woodlands, and (2) that bird species richness
increases with the width of wooded, riparian habitats. The South Bypass
traverses more bottomland, through a wider riparian habitat.

Each Bypass alternative will have negative environmental impacts
including additional intrusion on the river system with a new crossing,
loss of woodland habitat, and segmentation of riparian habitat.
Considering all factors discussed above, the magnitude of impacts appear
less with the North Bypass, as compared with the South Bypass.

From an environmental viewpoint, the alternatives would be ranked in the
following order, from least impact to greatest impact:

1.

2.

Existing Route - no significant, additional impact over existing route.

North Bypass - substantial impact to local flora and fauna and extends
the wurban atmosphere further on the river system. Magnitude of
disturbance is less than the South Bypass.

South Bypass - impacts similar to North Bypass, but with greater
magnitude due to larger acreage of right-of-way through riparian
habitat, etc. :

We hope these comments will aid you in making an appropriate decision in the
routing of the highway.

If gou have any questions, please contact this office.

4

(L61/cje)

cc:

CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Art Roseland - ICC
Dean Dalziel - ICC



lowa Department of Transportation

'800 Lincoln Way, Ames, IA 50010 515.239-1321

July 22, 1985 Ref. No: Relocated IA 58/US 218
Black Hawk' - Bremer

Mr. Arnie Sohn

Planning Section

Iowa Conservation Commission
Wallace State Office Building
Des Moines, IA 50319

Dear Arnie:

On July 16, 1985, the DOT Commission, having considered all of the
testimony received, selected the following alignment for Relocated
Iowa 58/US 218 in the Cedar Falls area:

1) Westerly Main Street Alternate in Division I
2) Dry Run Creek Elevated in Division II
3) Railroad Alternate (eastside) in Division III
4) North Bypass at Janesville

We may now begin preparation of the Final EIS Supplement based on
this selection. Approval of this Final Supplement by the Federal
Highway Administration is requisite to location approval by that
agency and the authorization to begin design work on the highway
facility. Additionally the bypass of Janesville is being processed
separately to expedite the needed bridge improvements for that
community; an environmental assessment has been circulated and a
Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) will allow the development
of this portion of the US 218 project to be accellerated.

The successful completion of both the Supplement and the FONSI will
depend largely upon the preparation of an acceptable plan to mitigate
the adverse effects of the overall project upon the corridor's
wetland and woodland resources. The U.S. Department of
Interior--Fish and Wildlife Service has indicated that a specific and
fairly detailed plan which adequately compensates for such effects
and described in the environmental document would satisfy the
concerns of that federal agency.

Based on our best location stage information, approximately 19 acres
of woodland would be taken by the highway alignment between Seerley
Boulevard and the Cedar River crossing. Another 4.2 acres would be
removed between the Cedar River crossing and the railroad corridor
including one acre from George Wyth Park. An additional 4.2 acres of
woodland would be required at the new Cedar River crossing at
Janesville making a total of 27.4 acres of wooded area consumed by
the project. This compares favorably to the 58 acres of forest which



Mr. Arnie Sohn
Page 2
July 22, 1985

would have been required by the original 518 freeway alignment which
crossed the Cedar River twice near Waverly.

In terms of wetland effects a 1.3 acre wetland is crossed just north
of existing US 20. It appears this river overflow area would be
bridged to maintain the existing drainage capacity, thus the natural
character of this wetland would be largely maintained. Two areas
totalling 4.5 acres along the east side of the railroad would be
filled to allow highway construction directly adjacent to the
railroad right-of-way. A total of 5.8 acres of wetland then, would
be required in addition to the channelizations of Dry Run Creek in
the Central Park area and in the area south of the UNI arboretum.

The DOT would intend to mitigate the above enumerated effects on the
area's natural resources by transferring to the jurisdiction of the
Iowa Conservation Commission approximately 125 acres of excess
right-of-way between the proposed highway corridor and existing
George Wyth Park. This parcel would include approximately 24 acres
of vegetated area. Additionally the DOT would agree to obtain borrow
material from a portion of this area designated by the Iowa Conserva-
tion Commission and in a manner prescribed by ICC which is consistent
with the best usage of the excavated area for recreation and
fisheries development. It appears the size of the borrow area would
be Timited only by the emphasis to be placed on surface water needs
for the park. Appropriate landscaping adjacent to the highway
corridor would also be envisioned to provide an eventual buffer for
aesthetic transition between the two Tand uses.

Inasmuch as this mitigation plan will be an important part of the
environmental documents required for project advancement, your timely
attention to the development of a preliminary site plan would be
appreciated. We look forward to meeting with your staff and Lee
Niblock as this cooperative effort takes shape.

Sincerely,

Thomas M. Welch

Project Engineer

Office of Project Planning
Planning & Research Division

TMW:RR:1ah

cc: C. C. Kauffman, FHWA
Gail Peterson, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Jim Krieg, City of Cedar Falls



Larry J. Wilson — Director
Wallace State Office Buiiding, Des Moines, lowa 50319-0034
515/281-5145

COMMISSIONERS

BAXTER FREESE. Chairman — Wellman

RICHARD THORNTON, Vice-Chairmap — Des Moines
JOHN D. FIELD - Hamburg

SAM KENNEDY, Ilt - Clear Lake

MARIAN PIKE — Whiting

WILLIAM B. RIDOUT — Estherville

THOMAS E. SPAHN — Dubuque

August 27, 1985

An EQUAL OPPORTUNITY Agency

Received
Mr. Tom Welch , : ;
Project Engineer ' AUG 2 9 1935
Iowa Pepartment of Transportation Oftice of
800 Lincoln Way Beninms Blgmaing

Ames, Iowa 50010
RE: Relocated IA58/US218 Project

Dear Tom:

As followup to your letter of July 22, 1985, several staff members of the
Conservation Commission met on August 7, to review the DOT's proposed mitigation
measures. While we concur with the concept of mitigating for unavoidable damages to
natural features, and while proposed actions by the DOT will help lessen net im-
pacts, it is our feeling that the proposal stops short of what is necessary for
satisfactory mitigation.

There are obvious benefits to be derived from the creation of additional borrow pit
lakes east of the Highway 58 corridor. Based on discussions at our August 7 review,
field staff are developing recommendations for borrow pit design. Factors such as
depth, shoreline configuration, bottom structure and berming sufficient to prevent
frequent flooding, are being taken into account. It would appear that additional
borrow sites will be necessary if we are to make a serious attempt at creating
useful, productive borrow pits and still have sufficient volumes of borrow material
to meet DOT needs. It seems quite likely that additional borrow sites west of the
proposed Highway 58 aligmment and north of existing Highway 20 could provide this
additional borrow and serve to further mitigate environmental impacts along the
entire route, including those associated with Dry Run Creek, and the Cedar River
crossing at Janesville. The Conservation Commission already owns property west of
the relocated 58 and north of 20, and properly designed borrow operations could
serve to enhance the public recreation and resource management potentials on these

existing public lands.

We are endeavoring to put together a recommended mitigation package, and will
forward additional details of our proposal as they become available. We appreciate
the opportunity of working with the DOT to design a project that will maximize
public benefits and minimize environmental impacts.

ARNOLD SOHN
PLANNING COO

AS/DH/mk:D1
cc: State Representative, Marvin E. Diemer



COMMISSIONERS

BAXTER FREESE, Chairman — Wellman

RICHARD THORNTON., Vice-Chairman — Des Moines
JOMN D. FIELD - Hamburg

SAM KENNEDY, Ili - Clear Lake

MARIAN PIKE — Whiting

WILLIAM B. RIDOUT — Estherville

THOMAS E. SPAHN -- Dubuque

Larry J. Wilson — Director
Wallace State Office Building, Des Moines, lowa 50319-0034
515/281-5145

An EQUAL OPPORTUNITY Agency

September 23, 1985
Received

SEP 251935
Mr. Thomas Welch

Project Engineer .Omcfvf«ino
Iowa Department of Transportation il AR
800 Lincoln Way

Ames, Iowa 50010

RE: U.S. 218 Black Hawk, Bremer Counties, Iowa - North Janesville Bypass

Dear Mr. Welch:
The TIowa Conservation Commission has reviewed the field xeports and
correspondence of the three alternmatives involved in the U.S. 218 crossing of
the Cedar River at Janesville, Iowa. ;

; 4
As stated in previous correspondence, it has been the position of thi%lagency
to choose the existing route as being the least environmentally damaging.
However, with the mitigation being developed between our agencies, we feel
there will be no significant losses associated with the north bypass crossing
which cannot be mitigated.

We would still encourage consideration of incorporating a recreational access
near this location which would provide parking area and access for boat and
canoe launching facilities to the Cedar River.

Your cooperation in this project has been appreciated.

J/WILSON, DIRECTOR
IOWA CONSERVATION COMMISSION

mk:H1



IOWA STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

ADRIAN D. ANDERSON, Executive Director
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

October 3, 1985 "

David Cook

Historic Preservation Specialist
Planning and Research Division
Iowa Department of Transportation
800 Lincoln way

Ames, Iowa 50010

Dear David:

We write concerning the cultural resource assessment for the
Janesville North Bypass Alternate for the U.S. 218 Project
"(F-218-8) . Our staff has reviewed this project and found that it
has no effect upon known historic or other cultural resources,
and therefore we recommend approval. However, if construction
work uncovers an item or items that may be of historic,
archeological, or architectural interest or if important new
historical data comes to light in the project area, the work
should be delayed sufficient time to notify our office and to
allow the significance of the discovery to be determined.

If you have further questions or concerns, please contact either

Dr. Kay Simpson, Chief of Archeological Surveys, or Mr. Ralph J.
Christian, Chief of Architectural Surveys.

ﬁ:ﬁely’
T Longl J. Soike, Director

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

cc: Cay Kauffman, FHWA

Historical Building-East 12th & Grand-Des Moines, lowa 50319 - (515) 281-6825/6826



U.S. Department of Agriculture

FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING

PART I (To be completed by Federal Agency) Rarch 1. jagp e
Name of Prge f i 4 Federal Agency |nvolved
mprovement in Janesville Federal fi ghway Administration
Proposed Land Use County And State
Highway Black Hawk., Iowa

i

Date Req%ﬂecewed By SCS., .

PARLIL (7o b col 19,1985 RRA
‘ Yes No Acres lrr_lgated Average Farm Size |
NG O [ ZED
Farmable Land In Govt. JurlsdlCtIOn : Amount of Farmland As Defmed in FPPA :
I [ Acres: Z‘?‘[‘ 495 b Acres: 243 5920 - % &7
Name Of Local Site Assessment System ‘Date Land Evgluat_lon Retgmed By SCS ..
: NONE : : . “MARCH 22,¢985
. PART 1 ( To be completed by Federal Agency} S :iizegnat've 0 2?:;"(% ey
A. Total Acres To Be Converted Directly 4 6
B. Total Acres To Be Converted Indirectly 0 0
I C. Total Acres In Site 4 6
PART IV (To be completed by SCS) Land Evaluation Information
-~ A. Total Acres Prime And Unique Farmland 2.4 &.©
I B. -Total Acres Statewide And Local Important Farmiand o P
. C.  Percentage Of Farmland In County Or Local Govt. Unit To Be Converted LA N-Y-V4
D. - Percentage Of Farmland In Govt. Jurisdiction With Same Or Higher Relative Value wpy b S,.8
PART V. (To be completed by SCS) Land Evaluation Critsrion
.+ ..-Relative Value Of Farmland To Be Converted (Scale of 0 to 100 Paints) 79 76
PART VI (To be completed by Federal Agency) Maximum 4
Site Assessment Criteria (These criteria are explained in 7 CFR 658.5(b) Points
1. Area In Nonurban Use 15 10 10
2. Perimeter In Nonurban Use 10 8 10
3. Percent Of Site Being Farmed 20 8 12
l 4. Protection Provided By State And Local Government 20 0 0
5. Distance From Urban Builtup Area N/A - -
6. Distance To Urban Support Services N/A o -
I 7. Size Of Present Farm Unit Compared To Average 10 6 5
8. Creation Of Nonfarmable Farmland 25 0 0
9. Availability Of Farm Support Services 5 5 5
10. On-Farm Investments 20 12 8
11. Effects Of Conversion On Farm Support Services 25 0 0
12. Compatibility With Existing Agricultural Use 10 2 2
l TOTAL SITE ASSESSMENT POINTS 160 51 52
PART VII (To be completed by Federal Agency)
Relative Value Of Farmland (From Part V) 100 79 76
Total Site Assessment (From Part V// above or a local
l site asselssmenrf f 160 51 52
TOTAL POINTS (Total of above 2 lines) 260 130 128
I . Was A Local Site Assessment Used?
Site Selected: B Date Of Selection July 16, 1985 Yes [ No
Reason For Selection: ’
I (See Instructions on reverse side) Form AD-1006 (10-83)



U.S. Department of Agriculture

FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING

PART | (To be completed by Federal Agency)

Date Of Land Evaluation Request

March 12, 1985

ame Of, ec. | A lved

V% 2% Improvement in Janesville FedRrATHTGAWSy Administration
Prqposed Land Use County And State

High way Bremer, Iowa

y g ¥ Date Request Received By SCS
l PART (1o b_e‘g:omp/etedby scs; i : s ey e L
statewnde or. Iocal lmportant farmland? “Yes No |Acrés Irrigated [Average Farm Size
=ido not ‘complete additional parts of this form). R O O /95"

'l Farmable Land In Govt. Jurisdiction

‘“_'Acres Zé/ yéé % 952

Amount Of Farmland As Defined in FPPA

Acres: 2 34/ SO < %S S

;| Name Of Local Sitd Assessment System

Date.Land Evaluition Returned By SCS

; i il ANewe — FPPA V- P- S5
I PART Il (7o be comp/eted by Federal Agency} S A :il::rsnat've 2 F;?:;ng SteD
A. Total Acres To Be Converted Directly 21 54
B. Total Acres To Be Converted Indirectly 0 0
I C. Total Acres In Site 21 54
PART IV (To be comp/eted by SCS) Land Evaluation Information
A. Total Acres Prime And Unique Farmland G2 20, ¥
B. Total Acres Statewide And Local Important Farmland (@] 5 O
C Percentage Of Farmland In County Or Local Govt. Unit To Be Converted ,Of Y
Percentage Of Farmland In Govt. Jurisdiction With Same Or Higher Relative Value ?‘ ‘7 7
PART V (To be completed by SCS) Land Evaluation Criterion ‘
- Relative Value Of Farmland To Be Converted (Scale of 0 to 100 Points) C, 2 7 D '
PART VI (To be comp/eted by Federal Agency) Maximom
Site Assessment Criteria (These criteria are explained in 7 CFR 658.5(b) Points
1. Area In Nonurban Use 15 5 5
2. Perimeter In Nonurban Use 10 3 10
3. Percent Of Site Being Farmed 20 0 8
4. Protection Provided By State And Local Government 20 0 0
5. Distance From Urban Builtup Area N/A —= k.
6. Distance To Urban Support Services N/A = ap
7. Size Of Present Farm Unit Compared To Average 10 4 0
8. Creation Of Nonfarmable Farmiand 25 0 2
9. Availability Of Farm Support Services 5 5 B
10. On-Farm Investments 20 20 15
11. Effects Of Conversion On Farm Support Services 25 0 0
12. Compatibility With Existing Agricultural Use 10 8 8
TOTAL SITE ASSESSMENT POINTS 160 45 50
PART VII (To be completed by Federal Agency)
Relative Value Of Farmland (From Part V) 100 62 70
Total Site A t (From Part VI above or a local
S/?e?ass;ssmesrs;tfsmen { # 160 45 50
TOTAL POINTS (Total of above 2 lines) 260 107 120
Was A Local Site Assessment Used?
Site Selected: Date Of Selection July 16, 1985 Yes O No K

Reason For Selection:

(See Instructions on reverse side)

Form AD-1006 (10-83)
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION AND PROJECT BACKGROUND

The proposed project involves the reconstruction or relocation of US 218 .
from the south corporation line of Janesville to the north line of
Section 35, 0.25 mile north of Janesville. The project is approximately
1.8 miles in length and will provide for a four-lane facility. See
Figure 1 for the location of the project. Two construction alternates
are being considered--one on the present alignment of US 218 through
Janesville and the other bypassing Janesville on the east and north.
Both alternates include a new bridge over the Cedar River.

This project is a segment of the relocated IA 58 and US 218 project
between Cedar Falls and Waverly. It was formerly the Freeway 518
project. A Draft Environmental Impact Statement Supplement was recently
completed for it. An analysis of the entire corridor including the
Janesville segment is included in this Draft EIS Supplement (FHWA-IOWA-
EIS-72-04-DS-01).

This Environmental Assessment (EA) was prepared in order to accelerate
the clearances and documentation required for early construction of a
new bridge over the Cedar River. The existing bridge is in poor
condition and in need of replacement as described in the next section--
"Need For Project." The termini at the north and south side of
Janesville are common points and are located on existing US 218. This
project would function effectively whether or not the projects north and
south of Janesville were ever built. Therefore, this project has
separate utility and logical termini.

NEED FOR PROJECT

The existing Cedar River bridge is a 482 foot x 20 foot wide high truss

structure originally constructed in 1928. The bridge has been inspected
and found to be marginally adequate for two-lane legal Toads. According
to Federal Bridge Inspection Requirements, the existing structure has a

sufficiency rating of 12.5.

The existing pavement in the project area was originally constructed in
1928 to a width of 18 feet. The roadway was widened in 1955 to provide
a 24-foot wide pavement. It was also resurfaced in 1955. US 218 is
classified as an arterial connector highway under the Iowa DOT's
functional classification system.

The section of US 218 under study has a current sufficiency rating
ranging from 32 to 87 in Janesville. The rural section north of
Janesville to Waverly has a sufficiency rating of 11. Sufficiency
ratings in Iowa are composed of three major categories which measure the
roadway's structural adequacy, safety, and capability to accommodate
specific traffic volumes with a minimum of conflict. A rating of 90-100
is classified as excellent; 80-89 is good; 65-79 is fair; 50-64 is
tolerable and 0-49 is poor.

Table 1 1ists the 1984 sufficiency ratings in the project area.
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TABLE 1
1984 SUFFICIENCY RATINGS

Section Suff . iRat.
SCL Janesville to Main St. 63
Main Sti to Co. Rd. (55 32
Co. Rd, C55 to NCL Janesville 87
NCL Janesville to End of Project 11

The 1982 average daily traffic from County Road C57, south of
Janesville, to Iowa 3 in Waverly is shown in Figure 2. There were 26
accidents on US 218 in Janesville for the three-year period--1980, 1981,
and 1982. There were no fatalities. Losses sustained in these
accidents are estimated at $61,815. The accident data for this
three-year period is shown in Table 2.

TABLE 2
ACCIDENT RATE PER 100 MILLION VEHICLE MILES
Number of Project Area Statewide
Year Accidents Accident Rate Accident Rate
1980-83 26 285 651

This project is a segment of the proposed four-lane project from
relocated US 20 south of Cedar Falls to IA 3 in Waverly. Construction
of this project will complete a segment of the overall proposal.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

Both alternates being considered for this project propose construction
of a four-lane divided highway. See Figure 3 for the Tocation of the
alternates and Figure 4 for the typical cross sections.

Present Alignment Alternate

The Present Alignment alternate begins on present US 218 at the south
corporation Tine of Janesville and extends northerly approximately 1,200
feet to the connection with the county road extending east from
Janesville. This section would have a 50-foot median and would taper
into the existing two-lane highway south of Janesville. The section of
the proposed highway from the county road east of Janesville to County
Road C55 west of Janesville will have a 16-foot median. This entire
section will be shifted to the north side of the existing pavement. The
existing bridge over the Cedar River will be replaced with a four-lane
bridge. Access to Janesville will be provided at Elm Street and Main
Street. A frontage road is proposed along the south side of the new
facility between EIm and Main Streets.
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The section north of County Road C55 will also have a 50-foot median.
The project will end 0.25 mile north of the north corporation line of
Janesville at the north Tine of Section 35 where it will taper into the
existing two-lane highway. The northbound lanes will be constructed on
the existing alignment and the southbound Tanes on the west side. See
Figure 5 for the estimated 2008 average daily traffic for this
alternate.

The length of this alternate is 1.8 miles. The alignment is shown on
aerial photographs in the back of this document. It is estimated that
18 residences and 4 businesses will be displaced. The estimated cost
for the Present Alignment alternate is $6,500,000 and will require 25
acres of land of which 6 acres is considered prime farmland.

North Bypass Alternate

The North Bypass alternate begins at the same point and ends at the same
point on US 218 as the Present Alignment alternate. This alternate

will provide for a 50-foot wide median for its entire length. The
alignment extends northerly just east of the east corporation line of
Janesville. It crosses County Road C50 approximately 875 feet east of
the high school building then curves to the west passing 875 feet north
of the building.

The alignment continues in a northwesterly direction crossing the Cedar
River near the north corporation line of Janesville then curves to the
north tying into existing US 218 about 0.25 mile north of the north
corporation Tine of Janesville. A four-lane bridge is proposed across
the Cedar River. See Figure 6 for the estimated 2008 average daily
traffic for this alternate.

The length of this alternate is 1.8 miles. The alignment is shown on
aerial photographs in the back of this document. It is estimated that
three residences will be displaced. The estimated cost for the North
Bypass alternate is $5,400,000 and will require 60 acres of land of
which 29 acres is considered prime farmland.

Other Alternative Considered
(South Bypass Alternate)

Another alternate which bypassed Janesville on the south was also
studied but later eliminated from further consideration because of
environmental concerns and approximately $1,500,000 higher project cost.
This alternate extended northwesterly from US 218 crossing the Cedar
River just south of the Janesville corporation line. See Figure 2. It
bypassed the section of Janesville east of the river, but followed the
existing US 218 alignment north of County Road C55 in Janesville west of
the river. .

This alternate required two bridges to cross the Cedar River and the

overflow channel resulting in higher construction costs. The crossing
of the Cedar River is in an environmentally sensitive area and provides
a large excellent wildlife habitat area. An early coordination letter
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from the Iowa Conservation Commission in regard to this area is included
in the "Comments and Coordination" section of this document.

PROJECT IMPACTS
Social-Economic

The primary beneficial impact of the proposed improvement would be the
increase in operating safety, capacity and convenience provided by the
upgraded highway facility and new bridge over the Cedar River. The
primary adverse impact of this project would be the displacement of
homes, businesses, farmland, timber and wildlife habitat.

To reduce any potential hardships which might be caused by the
displacements, eligible property owners will receive compensation
through acquisition payments and through the Iowa Department of Trans-
portation comprehensive relocation assistance program.

Although this project is either in or near the urban area of Janesville,
some farmland would be required for right-of-way. An estimate of the
number of acres of prime farmland needed is shown in Table 3. Since
most of the prime farmland required for this highway project is already
in or committed to urban development it may not be necessary to process
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