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HOW MUCH DOES IT COST?

What does your car cost you? Have you an approximate esti-
mate? Any estimatd, im fact, except that it will make, you
think, so many miles per gallon of gasoline and per quart of lub-
ricating 0il? What did your tires cost you per mile last year?
Do you care to know what your car costs you? If not, this will
not interest you.

As an average, at the end of five years’ service your car will
have outlived its usefullness to you. At that time it will have
cost you a sum just about twice the original price. Double the
cost of your car, then, and divide by five and you will have a
number quite closely approximating your annual automobile ex-
pense. This is only a rough approximation. An accurate account
can be worked out.

The annual depreciation of a car, as has been said, is about 20
per cent. This depreciation may be found to be more or less
than 20 per cent, depending upon whether the estimated value is
for your own service or for sale to another.

The amount of gasoline and oil consumed by your car will de-
pend upon the type of car, upon the type and adjustment of the
carburetor and of the oiling system; upon the accuracy of ma-
chining the reciprocating parts such as pistons and rings, valves,
main bearings, ete., and upon your individual temperament—
whether or not you ecomprehend mechanical details and are able
to detect and adjust those minor troubles which, neglected, cause
excessive consumption of supplies and grave wear or breakage of
parts.

Master the mechanical details of your ear. It will not be neces-
sary to take the thing apart to do this. Study the book of in-
structions ; then the book of parts, which, generally, is illustrated
by photographie cuts of your ear’s internals. Beware of med-
dling with the intricate adjustments. When trouble comes, for
your own sake, look at least one other place before you conclude
to ‘“fix the carburetor.”” The matter is tragic—sometimes. Many
and many a time the poor old carburetor is the goat for unwar-
ranted blame—and it costs you money.
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An expert never meddles. He never changes mechanical ad-
justments except for a definite purpose; he knows that ‘‘seeing
the wheels go round’’ is an expenswe pastime.

But, on the other hand, don’t be afraid of your car and thereby
pile up expense for trlﬁlng adjustments or replacements which
you should umnedlately and readily make for yourself. Your car
is no mysterlous bag o’ tricks; no irrational product of a con-
jurer’s wand which you must approach with fear and homage. It
is, indeed, a wonderful mechanism ; made just so; which always
acts just so when conditions are just so. Contrar iness never af-
fects it ; defective opcutlon always means a definite interference.
Hunt that 1ntel ference ; don’t mer ely cuss the ancestry in general
and your car in paltlculal If you can’t locate the trouble em-
ploy a competent mechanic and—here’s a tip worth money ; much
money, though it doesn’t cost you a cent—watch the mechanic as
he works. Ask intelligent questions, but avoid proffering incom-
petent suggestions. Intellicent observation of the work done on
your car will educate you, will secure greater speed and care in
the performance of your work—and then you will know it is done.

Know that your tires are properly inflated—if you would re-
duce expenses; know that your radiator, gas tank, oilers, gear
cases, prestos, batteries are full; that you are not; that garage
measures are not extremely inaceurate; when leaving your car
in a strange garage, trust the employees fully—after you have
taken every precaution you can think of to prevent theft from
your car. Some of these precautions are: initialing tools, bat-
teries, pumps, jacks, ete., even to tires; have your gasoline tank
filled so that you will have a comeback if it is not full in the
morning, ete. Know that the new tires you buy are new tires.
Frequently oil every moving metal-to-metal part. Immediately
discover and remove the source of every unusual noise. At least
75 per cent of repair bills are caused by negligence. But they
have to be paid.

‘What does your car cost you? It costs you in direct proportion
to what you do not know about a car, plus the amount you use
it, multiplied by the purposes to which you put it. Well (you
say), that’s too complex; just how much does that amount to?
How much gasoline did I burn last year? Lubricating oil ; presto
tanks; batteries or dry cells? What mileage did my tires give?
How many unnecessary trips did I make ; and unnecessary miles ?
In cold hard dollars, how much more did these trips cost me than
the same length of time spent at home? And what was the cost
to me in business, present and future lost by my absence ?

Utilize the following system one year. If you desire, you can
know what your car costs you to the fraction of a cent.
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EXPLANATORY

A few points in connection with the use of the following ac-
counting system may be noted.

Speedometer readings should be carefully taken at the begin-
ning and at the end of the accounting year. If speedometer is
out of repair estimate should be made of the mileage covered
while it is out of repair at the time. Look over the summary on
page 13 before starting ttle record.

Be sure to enter serial numbers on all casings, both new ones
purchased and those which come as part of the car. Keep a
record in a separate book of the motor number and the chassis
number. These precautions will enable you to supply accurate
information to police officials in case the car is stolen. Accurate
information on the service of each tire will enable you to present
a complete case to the tire manufacturer in case an adjustment is
desired. In properly apportioning the expense of tire casing for
the year, allowance should be made for the mileage which can
reasonably be expected of the casing at the end of the fiscal year.

It is strongly to be recommended that motorists supply them-
selves with a 60-gallon tank and purchase the gasoline in quanti-
ties from the tank wagon.

Lubricating oil should be purchased in barrel quantities. A
satisfactory grade should be determined by the motorist by pur-
chasing five gallons of different varieties until a satisfactory
brand is discovered.

The cost of repair parts should be the price paid the factory
plus the transportation charges. Labor charge should be entered
under repair jobs.

The item ‘‘income from car’’ is intended primarily as a record
of the income derived from livery service, hire or any service
bringing a direct return.

Some motorists desire to keep a record of separate trips or
tours, also to include as a part of the expense, fines and damages
and losses directly due to absence from business for which the
car is to blame. This may be done in a separate notebook or on
the two extra pages, 14 and 15.



ASOLINE
2 Amount Cost Date Amount Cost Date Amount Cost
L]
P
al Gas Total Cost - - -

rage Miles per gal, Average (Cost per mile -



LUBRICATING OIL

Date Amount Cost Date Amount Cost Date Amount Cost

l Oil - - - Total Cost -

rage Miles per gal. oil Average Cost per mile -



TIRE CASINGS

= Date v Size and Speedometer Rdg Miles Cost
g Name On Off Cost Serial No On Off Service  pr mile
.
S
Total Cost

PEEDOMETER READINGS

Reading at beginning af year Date

Reading at end of year ; Date

Mileage for year

Average mileage per month
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TIRE TUBES--CASING AND TUBE REPAIRS

te Name Description Cost Date Name

Desecription

Total Cost

Cost
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IWUPPLIES-—-PRESTOS, BATTERIES, BULK GREASE, SPARK PLUGS, ETC.

) Article Cost Date Article Cost Date Article Cost

Total Cost

MOTORING APPAREL--MAPS, ARTICLES, ETC.

ite Article Cost Date Article Cost Date Article Cost

Total Cost



REPAIR PARTS

Date Part Cost Date Part Cost Date Part

Total Cost

REPAIR JOBS--INCLUDING LABOR ON PARTS REPLACED

date Description Cost Date Deseription Cost Date Desecription

Total Cost

Cost

Cost
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MISCELLANEOUS-~WASHING CAR, GREASING, ETC.

ite Items Cost Date Items Cost

INCOME FROM CAR

date Circumstance Amt. Date Circumstance Amt.

Date

Date

Items

Total Cost

Circumstance

Total Amt.

Cost

Amt.



SUMMARY---TOTAL COST FOR THE YEAR .

FIXED CHARGE— Annual Totals
Original Cost of Car
Annual depreciation at 20 per cent.
.

Annual interest on original investment at 6 per cent.
Annual license or tax
Annual insurance
Original cost of garage
Annual depreciation at 10 per cent.

+ . .
Annual taxes, upkeep, interest at 6-per ¢€nt, insurance

Annual rental

RUNNING EXPENSES—
Gasoline

Lubricativg oil

Tire casings

Tire tubes and repairs
Supplies

Motoring apparel

Repair parts

Repair jobs

Miscellaneous

Total expense for the year

Totalincome for the year from car
Balance

Average cost per month

Average cost per day

Average cost per mile
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