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SUMMARY

Religious affiliations of brides and bridegrooms and
other information from lowa marriage records from
1953 through 1957 were used to test hypotheses for the
relations between religious endogamy norm saliency
and possible reference group experience differences.
Religious endogamy rates were used as direct meas-
urements, and interreligious marriage rates were used
as inverse measurements of religious endogamy norm
saliency. The separate and joint ages of the brides
and bridegrooms, their age differences, the status
levels of the bridegrooms, the state of residence of the
brides, and church or civil wedding ceremonies were
used as measures of reference group experiences which
might differentially affect religious endogamy norm
saliency. Ten hypotheses were tested separately for
the first-marriage and the remarried populations in
lTowa for the period of observation. The analyses
were restricted to religiously endogamous or interreli-
gious marriages involving Catholics, church-affiliated
Protestants, persons who identified themselves only as
Protestants but who were mnot affiliated with any
particular denomination and persons who indicated
that they had no religious affiliation.

In the first-marriage populations, the ages of brides
and bridegrooms were separately and jointly related
to religious endogamy. Peak endogamy oceurred dur-
ing the twenties. Interreligious marriage rates were
greatest at the extreme ends of the age distributions.
Religious endogamy norm saliency was not related to
bride and bridegroom age differences. There was a
slight direct association between norm saliency and
the occupational status levels of the bridegrooms. The
ages of the spouses and the status levels of the bride-
grooms interacted most frequently to produce the
highest interreligious marriage rates among couples
where the spouses were 18 or younger or 30 and older
and where the bridegrooms had lower status occupa-
tions. The highest rates of religious endogamy oc-
curred among spouses in their ecarly or middle twen-
ties where the bridegrooms had high-status occupa-
tions. Religious endogamy norm saliency was lower
for brides who were not residents of Towa and for
those whose were married in civil ceremonies.

None of the hypotheses involving the ages of the
spouses was supported in analyses based on the re-
marriage populations. With this exception, the re-
lationships described for the first-marriage popula-
tions also were observed, though in more attenuated
form, for the remarriage populations.

In all marriage populations, greater support for all
hypotheses was observed for Catholie spouses than for
spouses who reported affiliation with any Protestant
denomination. Religious endogamy mnorm saliency
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was considerably lower among remarriages than
among first mafriages. Greater differences in inter-
religious marriage rates were found between first-
married and remarried Catholic spouses than among
comparable spouses who reported affiliation with any
Protestant denomination.

Men engaged in farming generally had lower inter-
religious marriage rates than men in nonfarm occupa-
tions of comparable status levels. Similar results
were observed for brides married to these men.

Apart from the spousal religious affiliation com-
binations, civil weddings were differentially related
to the ages of the brides and inversely related to the
occupational status levels of the bridegrooms in the
same manner as were the interreligious marriage
rates. Civil wedding rates were greater among endo-
gamous Catholic fu*%t marriages than among first
marriages of persons claiming affiliation \Vlth any
Plotestant denomination.

Towa Catholie diocese-reported marriage data also
were obtained for 1953 through 1957. These data
permitted comparisons of state- 1eported and Catholic
church-reported marriage data. In contrast to state
records, the church records included more Catholic
endogamous marriages and fewer marriages of Catho-
lies with non-Catholies or marriages involving at least
one Catholic party. The Catholic endogamous mar-
riage proportions varied according to the source and
type of data: 65 percent of all state-reported mar-
riages involving Catholies were endogamous, and T4
percent of all diocese-reported marriages involving
Catholics were endogamous; 70 percent of all state-
reported first marriages involving Catholies were
endogamous; only 37 percent of the state-reported
remarriages involving Catholies were endogamous.

On a county basis, the frequencies and proportions
of endogamous Catholic mariiages for all state-re-
ported data were highly correlated with similar data
based on diocese records.

The Catholic endogamous marriage rates, based on
state-reported first marriages, all state-reported mar-
riages or diocesereported marriages, were positively
and highly related to the proportion of Catholics in
the populatlon of the 99 Towa counties. These rela-
tions were not altered when partial correlations for
the proportion of urban inhabitants per county were
calculated.  Zero-order correlations between endo-
gamous marriage rates and urban levels per county
were nonsignificant, Control on the proportion of
the population per county which was Catholic, pro-
duced a low, negative relationship between Catholic
endogamous marriage rates and the urban levels of
the Iowa counties.
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SUMMARY

Religious affiliations of brides and bridegrooms and
other information from Iowa marriage records from
1953 through 1957 were used to test hypotheses for the
relations between religious endogamy norm saliency
and possible reference group experience differences.
Religious endogamy rates were used as direct meas-
urements, and interreligious marriage rates were used
as inverse measurements of religious endogamy norm
saliency. The separate and joint ages of the brides
and bridegrooms, their age differences, the status
levels of the bridegrooms, the state of residence of the
brides, and church or civil wedding ceremonies were
used as measures of reference group experiences which
might differentially affect religious endogamy norm
saliency. Ten hypotheses were tested separately for
the first-marriage and the remarried populations in
Towa for the period of observation. The analyses
were restricted to religiously endogamous or interreli-
gious marriages involving Catholics, church-affiliated
Protestants, persons who identified themselves only as
Protestants but who were not affiliated with any
particular denomination and persons who indicated
that they had no religious affiliation.

In the first-marriage populations, the ages of brides
and bridegrooms were separately and jointly related
to religious endogamy. Peak endogamy oceurred dur-
ing the twenties. Interreligious marriage rates were
greatest at the extreme ends of the age distributions.
Religious endogamy norm saliency was not related to
bride and bridegroom age differences. There was a
slight direct association between norm saliency and
the occupational status levels of the bridegrooms. The
ages of the spouses and the status levels of the bride-
erooms interacted most frequently to produce the
highest interreligious marriage rates among couples
where the spouses were 18 or younger or 30 and older
and where the bridegrooms had lower status occupa-
tions. The highest rates of religious endogamy oc-
curred among spouses in their carly or middle twen-
ties where the bridegrooms had high-status occupa-
tions. Religious endogamy norm saliency was lower
for brides who were not residents of Towa and for
those whose were married in civil ceremonies.

None of the hypotheses involving the ages of the
spouses was supported in analyses based on the re-
marriage populations. With this exception, the re-
lationships desceribed for the first-marriage popula-
tions also were observed, though in more attenuated
form, for the remarriage populations.

In all marriage populations, ereater support for all
hypotheses was observed for Catholic spouses than for
spouses who reported affiliation with any Protestant
denomination. Religious endogamy norm saliency
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was considerably lower among remarriages than
among first marriages. Greater differences in inter-
religious marriage rates were found between first-
married and remarried Catholic spouses than among
comparable spouses who reported affiliation with any
Protestant denomination.

Men engaged in farming generally had lower inter-
religious marriage rates than men in nonfarm occupa-
tions of comparable status levels. Similar results
were observed for brides married to these men.

Apart from the spousal religious affiliation com-
binations, civil weddings were differentially related
to the ages of the brides and inversely related to the
occupational status levels of the bridegrooms in the
same manner as were the interreligious marriage
rates. Civil wedding rates were greater among endo-
gamous (atholic first marriages than among first
marriages of persons claiming affiliation with any
Protestant denomination.

Towa Catholie diocese-reported marriage data also
were obtained for 1953 through 1957. These data
permitted comparisons of state-reported and Catholic
church-reported marriage data. In contrast to state
records, the church records included more Catholic
endogamous marriages and fewer marriages of Catho-
lies with non-Catholies or marriages involving at least
one Catholic party. The Catholic endogamous mar-
riage proportions varied according to the source and
type of data: 65 percent of all state-reported mar-
riages involving Catholies were endogamous, and 74
percent of all diocese-reported marriages involving
Catholics were endogamous; 70 percent of all state-
reported first marriages involving Catholies were
endogamous; only 37 percent of the state-reported
remarriages involving Catholies were endogamous.

On a county basis, the frequencies and proportions
cf endogamous (‘atholic marriages for all state-re-
ported data were highly correlated with similar data
based on diocese records.

The Catholic endogamous marriage rates, based on
state-reported first marriages, all state-reported mar-
riages or diocese-reported marriages, were positively
and highly related to the proportion of Catholies in
the population of the 99 Iowa counties. These rela-
tions were not altered when partial correlations for
the proportion of urban inhabitants per county were
calculated. Zero-order correlations between endo-
gamous marriage rates and urban levels per county
were nonsignificant, Control on the proportion of
the population per county which was Catholie, pro-
duced a low, negative relationship between Catholic
endogamous marriage rates and the urban levels of
the Iowa counties.



Factors Related to Interreligious

Marriages in lowa, 1953:571

by Lee G. Burchinal and Loren E. Chancellor®

Although studies of the correlates of interreligious
marriage are highly relevant for theories of mate
selection and marital success, there has been little
research on this topic. Furthermore, with the excep-
tion of the data reported by Glick (9), most general-
izations related to the correlates of interreligious mar-
riages are seriously limited by sampling considera-
tions. Probably the most extensive studies of cor-
relates of interreligious marriages involving Catholies
have been done by Thomas. These studies were limited
to analyses of parish or diocese records which con-
tained only Catholic church-sanctioned marriages (20,
21). Generalizations of results from the few com-
munity studies also are limited because the samples
were drawn from specific communities and, in some
cases, from relatively atypical communities (8, 12, 13,
15, 16).2

The sampling limitations of most of the available
studies were overcome, for the most part, in data
available on marriages in Towa. Since 1953, the
religious affiliations or preferences of brides and
bridegrooms have been obtained from Towa marriage
records. The Towa marriage record data permit
identification of various bride-bridegroom religious
affiliation combinationg for a large population of mar-
riages. As such, these data for the brides’ and bride-
grooms’ religious affiliations at marriage provide
several unique research opportunities in the United
States.

The Problem

Some preliminary analyses of the 1953 marriage
data have bheen presented (7, 19). The purpose of
this report is to extend these analyses from 1953
through 1957 and to test the association of selected
personal and social characteristies of the brides and
bridegrooms with interreligious marriage rates. Know-
ledge of the rates of interreligious marriages for a
large population of marriages is not available. The

1 Project 1447, Towa Agricultural and Home Economics Ex-
periment Station in cooperation with the Division of Vital Sta-
tistics of the Towa State Department of Health. This project
was supported in part by Public Health Service Research Grant
M-3401 (A) from the National Institute of Mental Health, Public¢
Health Service.

2 I.ee G. Burchinal is associate professor of sociology at Towa
State University, and Loren IE. Chancellor is director of the
Divilsion of Vital Statistics of the Towa State Department of
Health.

3 No attempt has been made in this bulletin to cite all of the
research literature which is relevant to interreligious marriages.
Vincent (22) has provided a relatively exhaustive bibliography
on interreligious marriage.

present study will provide this information for a
defined universe of marriages in one state for a 5-year
period. However, information about factors which
are related to religiously endogamous or interreligious
marriage rates is more valuable than descriptions of
the rates. The correlates of interreligious marriages
may indicate trends in the frequency of such mar-
riages.

In the present investigation, analyses of factors
related to interreligious marriage rates were limited
to data which were available from the tabulating
cards based on the Towa marriage records. These
factors ineluded the ages of the brides and bride-
erooms, the occupations of the bridegrooms, the
state of residence of the brides and bridegrooms,
whether the marriage was conducted as a church or
civil ceremony and whether the marriage was a first
marriage for both parties or a remarriage for one or
both parties.

At the empirical level, the research problem may
be defined as: What relationships exist between in-
terreligious marriage rates and the ages of brides, the
ages of bridegrooms, the differences in ages between
brides and bridegrooms, the prestige levels of occupa-
tions of the brideerooms, the state of residence of the
brides, and whether the wedding was conducted as a
church or civil ceremony? Tach of the variables just
cited also may be considered as an index of a concep-
tual variable. For instance, interreligious marriage
rates may be taken as measures of the saliency of the
religious endogamous norm. Also, each of the other
variables may be used as measures of reference groups
which may differentially reinforce or weaken adher-
ence to the religious endogamy norm. At a conceptunl
level, the research problem hecomes: How does reli-
gous endogamy norm salieney vary among different
subgroups in American society?

The sociological meaning of some of the concepts
used in the previous discussion may not he clear to
all readers. Some general sociological concepts are
used to provide conceptual unity for the hypotheses
tested in this study. Results of analyses based upon
tests of more general conceptual relationshins may
contribute to broader generalization of the findings
of this study. A brief glossary of concepts and terms
used in this bulletin is provided in Appendix B.

Value implications are implict in most of the anal-
yses included in this bulletin. For some persons. these
implications may be associated with strong emotional
reactions. The purpose of this bulletin is to report
research data pertaining to factors related to inter-
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religious marriage rates. In no way should the pre-
sentation of these data be construed to represent
either suggestions for more tolerant attitudes toward
interreligious marriages or suggestions for more criti-

cal views toward interreligious marriages. Because
of the emotional and value conflicts frequently

associated with discussion of interreligious marriages,
it is important to have well-established knowledge
about the rates of these marriages and some of the
factors which may be related to these marriages.

METHOD

The universe of interest for this investigation in-
cluded all marriages of white couples in Towa from
1953 through 1957. The development of types of
religiously endogamous and interreligious marriages
was limited by the characteristies of the population
studied. Since there were few marriages involving
Jews or other non-Christians, all marriages involving
members of non-Christian faiths were omitted from
the study. The remaining persons were classified as
(a) church-Protestants, those who gave a specific
denominational affiliation — Methodist, Lutheran,
Seventh-Day Adventist, ete.; (b) Protestants, those
who merely referred to themselves as Protestant but
gave no specific denominational affiliation; (e¢) those
who said ‘‘none’” in relation to their religious affilia-
tion or preference; and (d) Roman Catholies.

In the original analyses, the four religious affilia-
tion types were retained as separate categories. Mar-
riages in which the relieious affiliations of brides and
bridegrooms were not identical were defined as inter-
religious marriages. On this basis, 16 types of bride-
bridegroom religious affiliations were developed. This
classification was used to test the hypothesis for the
relationship between age levels of brides and occupa-
tional levels of bridegrooms with interreligious mar-
riages rates.

Inspection of the results led to the decision to use
a more simplified definition of interreligious mar-
riage. This was done by combining the no-religion-
preference and the Protestant categories. This deci-
sion was based on two observations: (a) the inter-
religious marriage rates among the Protestant or
religiously mnonaffiliated brides and Catholic bride-
grooms were relatively similar and generally higher
than marriage rates involving church-Protestant
brides and Catholic bridegrooms; and (b) the reli-
giously nonaffiliated population was relatively small
and could not be adequately used in cross-classifica-
tion analyses.

As a result, only six spousal religious combinations
instead of 16 were employed for subsequent analyses.
As shown later in table 1, religiously endogamous
marriages are represented by church-Protestant brides
married to church-Protestant bridegrooms or Catholie
brides married to Catholiec bridegrooms ; interreligions
marriages are represented by the other four types
which involved either a church-Protestant or Catholic
bride married to a bridegroom who was not of the
same religious affiliation as the bride. Similar reli-
giously endogamous and interreligious marriage types
based upon the bridegrooms’ religious affiliations are
shown later in table 3. Because of their limited theo-
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retical importance, analyses are not reported for com-
binations involving other spousal religious affiliations
which are not included in marriages with echurch-Pro-
testant or Catholic spouses.

HYPOTHESES

The family is an indispensible social system in all
societies. Because of its importance to the maintenance
and the perpetuation of society, the selection of mar-
riage partners, which serves as the basis of all family
groups, is never left to chance or conducted in the
context of absolute freedom of choice. It is controlled
in varying degrees by culturally defined mate-selee-
tion norms. The content and saliency of these norms
and the mechanics for enforcing these norms vary
considerably among societies.

Within contemporary American society, the sali-
ency of various mate-selection norms and the enfore-
ing mechanisms also vary considerably. Mate-selection
norms which have high saliency allow very little de-
viation and carry heavy penalties for deviation. In
the United States, such mate-selection norms generally
are based upon legal requirements—such as laws
against marriages between specified relatives, or, in
some states, as prohibitions against interracial mar-
riages. In other states, the racial endogamous mar-
riage pattern is maintained on the strength of cultural
norms and associated sanctions. Other mate-selection
norms have less saliency and, hence, allow greater
variation in selection of marriage partners. These
norms prescribe, but do not require, that one select
a marriage partner from approximately the same
socio-economic status level, educational level, ethnic
group or religious faith as one’s own. For most
variables other than race, it prebably is more appro-
priate to deseribe mate-selection patterns in the
United States as statistical probabilities rather than
as absolute or near-absolute modes of behavior (6, 13).

IEndogamous marriage patterns which display con-
siderable variation, as do interrelicious marriage
patterns (20), suggest that religious endogamy norm
saliency probably differs considerably among various
reference groups. The hypotheses upon which this
investigation was organized were developed from this
premise. Religiously endogamous or interreligious
marriage rates constitute valid and probably highly
reliable measures of religious endogamy norm sali-
ency. Endogamous marriage rates for specified cate-
gories of persons were used as direct measures of
religious endogamy mnorm saliency. Interreligious
marriage rates for specified categories of persons were
used as inverse measures of religious endogamy norm
saliency.  Unfortunately, only limited data were
available from the Towa marriage records for use as
measurements of variables which might be related to
levels of norm saliency. There were sufficient theo-
retical or empirical grounds for expecting religious
endogamy norm saliency to vary with age levels of the
spouses, the occupational status levels of the bride-
agrooms, the state of residence of the brides and the
choice of a church or ecivil marriage ceremony.
Hypotheses for the relations between religious endo-
gamy norm saliency and these variables are developed
in the remainder of this section.
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Although studies of the correlates of interreligious
marriage are highly relevant for theories of mate
selection and marital success, there has been little
research on this topic. Furthermore, with the excep-
tion of the data reported by Glick (9), most general-
izations related to the correlates of interreligious mar-
riages are seriously limited by sampling considera-
tions. Probably the most extensive studies of cor-
relates of interreligious marriages involving Catholics
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21). Generalizations of results from the few com-
munity studies also are limited because the samples
were drawn from specific communities and, in some
cases, from relatively atypical communities (8, 12, 13,
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The sampling limitations of most of the available
studies were overcome, for the most part, in data
available on marriages in Towa. Since 1953, the
religious affiliations or preferences of brides and
bridegrooms have been obtained from Towa marriage
records. The Towa marriage record data permit
identification of various bride-bridegroom religious
affiliation combinations for a large population of mar-
riages. As such, these data for the brides’ and bride-
egrooms’ religious affiliations at marriage provide
several unique research opportunities in the United
States.

The Problem

Some preliminary analyses of the 1953 marriage
data have been presented (7, 19). The purpose of
this report is to extend these analyses from 1953
through 1957 and to test the association of selected
personal and social characteristics of the brides and
bridegrooms with interreligious marriage rates. Know-
ledge of the rates of interreligious marriages for a
large population of marriages is not available. The
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marriage rates is more valuable than deseriptions of
the rates. The correlates of interreligious marriages
may indicate trends in the frequency of such mar-
riages.

In the present investigation, analyses of factors
related to interreligious marriage rates were limited
to data which were available from the tabulating
cards based on the Towa marriage records. These
factors included the ages of the brides and bride-
erooms, the occupations of the bridegrooms, the
state of residence of the brides and bridegrooms,
whether the marriage was conducted as a church or
civil ceremony and whether the marriage was a first
marriage for both parties or a remarriage for one or
both parties.

At the empirical level, the research problem may
be defined as: What relationships exist between in-
terreligious marriage rates and the ages of brides, the
ages of bridegrooms, the differences in ages between
brides and bridegrooms, the prestige levels of occupa-
tions of the bridegrooms, the state of residence of the
brides, and whether the wedding was conducted as a
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religious marriage rates. In no way should the pre-
sentation of these data be construed to represent
either suggestions for more tolerant attitudes toward
interreligious marriages or suggestions for more criti-
cal views toward interreligious marriages. Because
of the emotional and value conflicts frequently
associated with diseussion of interreligious marriages,
it is important to have well-established knowledge
about the rates of these marriages and some of the
factors which may be related to these marriages.

METHOD

The universe of interest for this investigation in-
cluded all marriages of white couples in Towa from
1953 through 1957. The development of types of
religiously endogamous and interreligious marriages
was limited by the characteristics of the population
studied. Since there were few marriages involving
Jews or other non-Christians, all marriages involving
members of non-Christian faiths were omitted from
the study. The remaining persons were classified as
(a) church-Protestants, those who eave a specific
denominational affiliation — Methodist, Lutheran,
Seventh-Day Adventist, ete.; (b) Protestants, those
who merely referred to themselves as Protestant but
gave no specific denominational affiliation; (¢) those
who said “‘none’” in relation to their religious affilia-
tion or preference; and (d) Roman Catholies.

In the original analyses, the four religious affilia-
tion types were retained as separate categories. Mar-
riages in which the relieious affiliations of brides and
bridegrooms were not identical were defined as inter-
religious marriages. On this basis, 16 types of bride-
bridegroom religious affiliations were developed. This
classification was used to test the hypothesis for the
relationship between age levels of brides and occupa-
tional levels of bridegrooms with interreligious mar-
riages rates.

Inspection of the results led to the decision to use
a more simplified definition of interreligious mar-
riage. This was done by combining the no-religion-
preference and the Protestant categories. This deci-
sion was based on two observations: (a) the inter-
religious marriage rates among the Protestant or
religiously nonaffiliated brides and Catholic bride-
grooms were relatively similar and generally higher
than marriage rates involving church-Protestant
brides and Catholic bridegrooms; and (b) the reli-
giously nonaffiliated population was relatively small
and could not be adequately used in cross-classifica-
tion analyses.

As a result, only six spousal religious combinations
instead of 16 were employed for subsequent analyses.
As shown later in table 1, religiously endogamous
marriages are represented by church-Protestant brides
married to church-Protestant bridegrooms or (fatholic
brides married to Catholiec brideerooms ; interreligious
marriages are represented by the other four types
which involved either a church-Protestant or Cfatholie
bride married to a brideeroom who was not of the
same religious affiliation as the bride. Similar reli-
giously endogamous and interreligious marriage types
based upon the bridegrooms’ religious affiliations are
shown later in table 3. Because of their limited theo-
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retical importance, analyses are not reported for com-
binations involving other spousal religious affiliations
which are not included in marriages with chureh-Pro-
testant or Catholic spouses.

HYPOTHESES

The family is an indispensible social system in all
societies. Because of its importance to the maintenance
and the perpetuation of society, the selection of mar-
riage partners, which serves as the basis of all family
groups, is never left to chance or conducted in the
context of absolute freedom of choice. It is controlled
in varying degrees by culturally defined mate-selec-
tion norms. The content and saliency of these norms
and the mechanics for enforcing these norms vary
considerably among societies.

Within contemporary American society, the sali-
ency of various mate-selection norms and the enfore-
ing mechanisms also vary considerably. Mate-selection
norms which have high saliency allow very little de-
viation and carry heavy penalties for deviation. In
the United States, such mate-selection norms generally
are based upon lecal requirements—such as laws
against marriages between specified relatives, or, in
some states, as prohibitions against interracial mar-
riages. In other states, the racial endogamous mar-
riage pattern is maintained on the strength of cultural
norms and associated sanctions. Other mate-selection
norms have less saliency and, hence, allow greater
variation in selection of marriage partners. These
norms prescribe, but do not require, that one select
a marriage partner from approximately the same
socio-economic status level, educational level, ethnic
eroup or religious faith as one’s own. For most
variables other than race, it probably is more appro-
priate to deseribe mate-selection patterns in the
United States as statistical probabilities rather than
as absolute or near-absolute modes of behavior (6, 13).

Endogamous marriage patterns which display con-
siderable variation, as do interreligious marriage
patterns (20), suggest that religious endogamy norm
saliency probably differs considerably among various
reference groups. The hypotheses upon which this
investigation was organized were developed from this
premise. Religiously endogamous or interreligious
marriage rates constitute valid and probably highly
reliable measures of religious endogamy mnorm sali-
ency. Endogamous marriage rates for specified cate-
gories of persons were used as direct measures of
religious endogamy mnorm saliency. Interreligious
marriage rates for specified categories of persons were
used as inverse measures of religious endogamy norm
saliency. Unfortunately, only limited data were
available from the Towa marriage records for use as
measurements of variables which might be related to
levels of norm saliency. There were sufficient theo-
retical or empirical grounds for expecting religious
endogamy norm saliency to vary with age levels of the
spouses, the occupational status levels of the bride-
orooms, the state of residence of the brides and the
choice of a church or civil marriage ceremony.
Hypotheses for the relations between religious endo-
gamy norm saliency and these variables are developed
in the remainder of this section.



Ages at Marricge

Some scattered research data suggest that reference-

group experiences of persons who married at less
than 19 years of age would more likely permit or
encourage interreligious marriages than correspond-
ing reference group experiences of persons who mar-
ried in their early or middle twenties. Most marriages
of 16-, 17- and many 18-year-olds occur in opposition
to adult norms for the proper minimum ages for
mariiage. Generally, school, church and community
groups, as well as parents and many magazine and
newspaper articles deplore young mar.iages (4).

Marriages at these ages apparently iepresent de-
partures from the views of the adult community and
reflect greater emphasis on immediate eratifications
associated with love and marriage in American
society. The mate-selection norms of the premarital
reference groups of the married teenagers probably
are based more on romantic and individualistic eri-
teria than corresponding norms of the adult reference
groups (1). Under these conditions, the religious en-
dogamy ncrm would be weaker among the reference
groups of younger persons. Comparisons of attitudes
toward interreligious dating among high school and
college students, matched on religiosity and status
levels, supported this view (2). DBMore favorable
aftitudes toward interreligious dating among high
school aged youth and the higher incidence of pre-
marital pregnancy when they marry probably serve
to inerease interreligious mairiage rates among teen-
agers (4).

Persons who enter their first marriage in their early
or middle twenties represent a selective portion of all
previcusly unmarried youth. They apparently feel
less urgency for satisfying needs associated with love
and marriage; they prehably have continued dating
and courtship relationships; and they probably have
substituted adult-level reference groups for their for-
mer high school or immediate post high school vefer-
ence groups. Their variety in heteresexual relation-
ships, substitution of reference groups and greater
maturity should incerease their cognizance and accept-
ance of the religious endogamy norm.

Thus, the first hypothesis becomes: Religious en-
dogamy norm saliency is lower among persons who
marry at 18 or younger than among those who marry
later, especially those who marry in their carly or
middle twenties.

The association of age-graded, reference-group ex-
periences and the saliency of the religious endogamy
norm probably becomes invalid sometime after the
middle or later twenties. For persons who enter their
first marriage in their later twenties or at older ages,
desires to enjoy marital status and role satisfactions
may overcome previously internalized norms against
interreligious marriage. The age-graded features of
the American mate selection system limit the supply
of previously unmarried marriage partners. Finding
a previously unmarried mate of one’s own religious
faith who meets other personal criteria is more diffi-
cult for the unmarried persons who are in their late
twenties or older. For these reasons, rather than for
reference-group influences and norm internalization,
religious endogamy norm salieney is expected to be

lower among persons who are in their late twenties
or older.

On the foregoing bases, the final hypothesis for
relations between nterreligious marriage rates and
ages at marriage became: Interreligious marriage
rates are differentially related to the ages at marriage.
Religious endogamy norm saliency should be greatest
among persons who married in their early or middle
twenties and should decline among persons who mar-
ried at either younger or older ages.

This hypothesis was tested for the relations between
interreligious marriage rates and the ages of brides
and bridegrooms separately and for the joint ages of
brides and bridegrooms.

Spousal age differences also were tested for associa-
tion with interrelicious marriage rates. Marriages
between persons of similar ages or between persons
whose ages are within several years of one another is
the customary pattern in American society. The
median age difference between husbands and wives
in the United States is about 2.5 years, with the
husband being the older. Marriages of women to men
vounger than themselves represent deviations from
the normatively expected pattern of mate selection.
It was hypothesized that deviation in mate selection in
regard to spousal age levels also would be related to
deviation in regard to religious endogamy.

Occupational Status of Bridegrooms

Several observations suggest that middle-class re-
ference groups in the family, school, church and
community systems probably support the religiously
endogamous mate-selection norm more strongly than
do lower-class reference groups. In this study and in
others the ages of the brides and bridegrooms and the
social-status levels of the bridegrooms were positively
related. On the average, the higher-status bridegrooms
and their brides were older than bridegrooms and
brides of lower status. Therefore, the conditions cited
in support of the first hypothesis should partially
support the second, also. The study of Towa youth
showed that, apart from the confounding influence
of religiosity, high school and college students from
lower-status families had more favorable attitudes
toward interrelieious dating and marriage than did
students from higher-status families (2).

The well-decumented inverse relations between
status levels and some forms of social deviation—such
as premarital coital relations, illegitimacy, premari-
tally pregnant brides and young marriages—suggest
greater emphasis among lower-status persons on im-
mediate gratification patterns assocciated with sex and
marriage. For these reasons the saliency of the reli-
gious endogamy norm was expected to be directly
related to status. This hypothesis is contrary to the
formulations of Thomas (20) or Locke, Sabagh and
Thomes (17).

The direct relationship between norm saliency and
status was tested for the populations of brides as
well as for brideerooms. Status data were available
only for bridegrooms. These data were used in the
analyses for brides on the assumption of social-status
assortative mating.
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Age Levels and Occupational Status of Bridegrooms

Age levels of the brides or bridegrooms and oc-
cupational-status levels of the bridegrooms were ex-
peeted to interact to produce the greatest rates of
interreligious marriages at youngest age and lower
status levels or among oldest age and lewer status
levels. The least interreligious marriage rates were
expected in the middle age ranges and high status
levels.

Migratory Marriages and Church or Civil Weddings

The hypotheses for the relationships between the
age and status variables with religious endogamy
norm saliency were based on the premise that religious
endogamy norm saliency varies among different re-
ference groups. While its saliency may vary, in
general, religious endogamy still may be considered
a marriage nerm in the United States (9). Inter-
religious marriages represent departures from this
norm. Two other characteristics, marriages of out-of-
state brides in Towa (termed migratory marriages)
and civil weddings represent additional deviations
from current marriage norms in the United States.
These three forms of normative deviation probably
are interrelated.

Persons who are involved in migratory marriages
or in civil marriage ceremenies probably have differ-
ent orientations toward marriage than those who
abide by the norms for these two marriage characteris-
tiecs. If they exist, the differences in marriage orien-
tations between these two groups of persons are a
function of the different socialization and other pre-
marital reference-group experiences that the two
groups have had. The reference-group experiences
of persons involved in migratory or civil marriages
should provide less support for the religious endog-
amy norm.

The data available for use in the present investiga-
tion do not permit determination of the direction of
causality among the variables under study. We
cannot say whether or not reference-group experiences
associated with marriage orientations which result in
migratory marriages or civil weddings contribute to
the likelihood of interreligious marriages; or whether
or not, given the circumstances which have led to
interreligious marriages, more of these couples than
the religiously endogamous couples prefer or feel
forced to marry in another state or to be married
by a civil official. The present data permit only a
test of the association of religious endogamy norm
saliency and migratory marriage and civil ceremony
rates.

On these bases two hypotheses follow: (a) Religious
endogamy norm saliency is lower among couples in-
volved in migratory marriages than among couples
who marry in the bride’s state of residence. (b) Reli-
gious endogamy norm saliency is lower among couples
whose marriages are performed by civil officials com-
pared with couples whose marriages are performed by
clergymen.

Tests of the Hypotheses

The universe of interest for the sample included all
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marriages invelving white couples in Towa from 1953
through 1957 who met certain specifications. The
hypotheses could have been tested with all of the
data derived from this population. More precise
tests could be'obtained if this populatiou were further
refined. This was done by ereating two populations:
(a) marriages in which neither person had been mar-
ried before and (b) marriages in which one or both
parties had been married previously.

All analyses were conducted separately for the first-
marriage and remarriage populations and were com-
bined for the total population. In this report, data
are presented for tests based upon the first-marriage
and remarriage populations. Tables for the total
population may be obtained from the senior author.
Total population tables are not included in this publi-
cation since the results for the total population gen-
erally are very similar to those obtained for the first-
marriage population, and, while the total results
would add little additional information, they would
add considerably to the length of the report.

The dichotomy based on first marriages and re-
marriages also made it possible to compare interreligi-
ous marriage rates between the two populations and to
compare the relative association of each factor tested
with interreligious marriage rates in the two marriage
populations.

All marriages of Catholies with non-Catholies in-
cluded in the study population were considered as
interrelicious marriages. As such, three interreligious
marriage rates, based on the population of Catholic
brides or bridegrooms, could have been used to test
any of the hypotheses. The three interreligious mar-
riage rates included (a) marriages of Catholics to
church-Protestants, (bh) marriages of Catholies to
other spouses and (¢) all marriages of Catholies to
either church-Protestant or other spouses. The third
interrelicious marriage type represented the com-
bination of the former two types of interreligious
marriage and may be called the combined Catholie
interreligious marriage rate. Use of the combined
interreligious marriage rate was considered adequate
for testing the hypotheses for the populations of
(fatholic marriages.

Three interreligious marriage rates were also de-
rived for the church-Protestant marriage populations.
These included (a) the marriages of church-Protest-
ants to Catholies, (b) the marriages of church-Prot-
estants to other spouses and (¢) the combined interre-
ligious marriage rate based on the foregoing two types
of interreligious marriages. The marriages of the
church-Protestants to Catholies clearly represented
interreligious marriages. This interreligious marriage
rate was used to test the hypotheses for the church-
Protestant marriage populations. Interreligious mar-
riages represented by umions of church-Protestants
and other spouses were theoretically less important
and probably would not provide critical tests of the
hypotheses. Therefore, the church-Protestant inter-
religious marriage rates involving other spouses were
not used in testing the hypotheses. Instead, the
church-Protestant and Catholic interreligious mar-
riage rates and the combined church-Protestant inter-
religious marriage rates were used for the tests based
on the church-Protestant populations.



Data for all types of religiously endogamous and
interreligious marriages are presented for those who
may wish to examine more detailed interreligious mar-
riage patterns than are discussed in the text of this
report.

Analyses of interreligious marriage rates based on
the Catholic populations of brides or bridegrooms
were expected to provide more critical tests of the
hypotheses than comparable analyses based on the
populations of church-Protestant brides or bride-
grooms. This expectation was based upon the faet
that the Catholic population comprised about 16
percent of the population in lowa in 1960. The
church-Protestant category represented the vast ma-
jority of the persons who were married during the
period of observation. Because of their more fre-
quent numbers, church-Protestants had a much great-
er opportunity for endogamous religious marriages
on the basis of chance acquaintance alone than was
true for Catholics. Several studies support the inverse
relationship between Catholic interreligious marriage
rates and the proportion of Catholies in a population
(11, 47,-20).

In addition to the Towa vital statistics marriage-
record data, data for Catholic endogamous and inter-
religious marriages were obtained from Catholie dio-
cese records. Some analyses based on the Catholic
diocese data are presented in the last section of this
bulletin and in Appendix A.

AGE LEVELS AND INTERRELIGIOUS MARRIAGE RATES
Ages of Brides

It was predicted that interreligious marriage rates
would be higher for younger brides, decline for brides
in their early and middle twenties and rise again for
older brides. The data shown in table 1 are used to
test this hypothesis for first marriages of brides.

The relationships between the combined interreli-

gious marriage rates and the ages of the church-Pro-
testant and Catholie¢ brides supported the hypothesis.
However, the association was muech greater among the
(‘atholic brides. «For both groups of brides, lowest
interreligious marriage rates occurred at the 21-22
age level. Rates increased among brides who were
either younger or older than the 21- or 22-year-old
brides.

Among the Catholic brides, young age at marriage
was highly associated with interreligious marriage.
Interreligious marriage rates for Catholic brides who
were 18 or vounger were considerably greater than
the total interreligious marriage rate for Catholic
brides. From age 19 or older the combined inter-
religicus marriage rates among (‘atholic brides were
less than the total interreligious marriage rate.

The religious endogamy rate of 87.0 percent among
all church-Protestant brides was greater than that
among all Catholic brides, 75.8 percent. The greater
religious endogamy among church-Protestant brides
as compared with Catholic brides of each age level
was apparently a reflection of the differential densi-
ties of the two religious types in the Towa population.
At all age levels, church-Protestant brides who were
involved in interreligious marriage more frequently
married bridegrooms in the “‘other’ category.

Religiously endogamous and interreligious marriage
rates for brides involved in remarriages are shown in
table 2. Two sets of results are clear: (a) Inter-
religious marriage rates were higher at every age level
in the remarried population than in the first-marriage
population for church-Protestant or Catholie brides.
(b) The relationship between interreligious remar-
riage rates and the brides’ age levels was not clear.

The reduction in religious endogamy rates from the
first-marriage population to the remarriage popula
tion for church-Protestant brides was only about 7
percent, from 87.0 to 80.4 percent. For Catholic
brides, religious endogamy rates declined about 26

Tabie 1. Percentages for religious affiliation combinations of brides and bridegrooms by ages of brides, first marriages, lowa, 1953-57.
Religious Ages of brides
affiliation of 16 and 30 and
brides-grooms? Total under 17 18 19 20 21-22 23-24 25-29 over
ChP-ChP o 87.0 84.2 85.3 6.3 87.5 88.3 88.6 87.6 86.8 83.1
3 S 1 N 5.5 6.3 5.3 5.4 5.2 5.2 5.2 5.5 6.3 7.1
GHE-OF ot S T 7.5 9.5 9.4 8.3 7.8 6.5 6.2 6.9 6.9 9.8
Combined L
interreligious __._______ SR <) 15.8 14.7 137 12.5 117 11.4 12.4 ! 13.2 16.9
Potal CNUY e 49,066 3,121 4,202 10,476 8,564 6,682 8,659 3,462 2,585 1,315
75.8 51.9 64.8 65.1 T4 81.0 83.1 81.1 77.2 76.9
15.7 26.2 23.2 21.5 14.8 12.6 118 13.5 1§.0 16.1
8.5 21.9 12.0 13.4 8.1 6.4 5.1 5.5 7.8 8.0
Combined = 5
interreligious . __ e 48.1 35.2 34.9 22.9 19.0 16.9 19.0 22.8 241
Total (NO) oo 17,636 T 885 2,859 2,830 2,633 3,798 1,923 1,411 585

* ChP refers to specified Protestant church or denominational af filiation, C to Roman Catholic affiliation, and O to persons who in-
dicated they were merely Protestant or had no church affiliation. The religious affiliation of the bride is shown on the left and the

groom on the right for each combination.

Table 2. Percentages for religious affiliation combinations of brides and bridegrooms by ages of brides, remarriages, lowa, 1953-57.
Religious Ages of brides
affiliations of 17 and ] . . 30 and
brides-grooms* Total under 18 19 20 21-22 23-24 25-29 over
GhP=ChiP hea b e i 80.4 8.7 7.2 79.0 80.4 80.4 78.3 79.0 81.4
ChP-C 7.2 5.8 6.9 7.1 6.4 7.4 S.g 8.2 6.8
{2101 ST0 JRRNEE RS G S SR SRR 2 18.5 15.9 13.9 18.2 12.2 12.5 12.8 11.8
Combined
interreligious .6 24.3 22.8 21.0 1.9.6 19.6 2179 21'.0 18.§
Total (No.) 2 276 568 618 687 1,408 1,222 2,450 9,353
EC e .2 b62.7 38.8 41.6 44.8 50.5 52.6 52.7 50.6
C:ChP .- .0 28.9 29.2 29.2 26.2 24.4 22.8 24.2 25.0
D e BB e .8 18.4 32.0 29.2 30.0 25.1 24.6 23.1 24.4
Combined y _ N =
INEEEreHgions  — o —ccoacas oo e 49.8 47.3 61.2 58.4 55.2 49.5 47.4 47.3 9.4
Total (NO:) ccioe s smbno—ae e 3,707 38 144 120 147 311 272 666 2,009
a For definitions of religious affiliation symbols, see table 1.
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percent, from 75.8 to 50.2 percent, from the first-
marriage to the remarriage populaticn. At three age
levels, 18, 19 and 20, a majority of the Catholic brides
involved in remarriages married interreligiously. The
highest rate of religious endogamy among the re-
married Catholic brides was only 52.7 percent which
oceurred at two age levels—17 and under, and 25 to
29.

There appeared to be no clear relationship between
the church-Protestant-Catholic marriage rates or the
combined interreligious marviage rates and the ages
of the church-Protestant brides who were involved in
remarriages.  Among the remarriages of Catholice
brides, the combined interreligious marviage rate was
higher among younger brides, declined with increas-
ing ages of brides, reached its minimum at ages 23
10 29 and then increased only slightly at age 30 and
over. The only exception to this general pattern
occurred for the interreligious marriage rate based
on the small number of 17-year-cld bridegrooms.

Ages of Bridegrooms

The percentages in tables 3 and 4 are based upon
the church affiliations of the bridegrooms as shown
at the left of the tables. The expected differential
pattern for the relationship between interreligious
marriages and ages of bridegrooms at first marriages
were chserved for both church-Protestant and Catho-
lic bridegrooms. However, variations in interreligious
marriage rates by the ages of the church-Protestant
bridegrooms were small.

Variations among interrelicious marriage rates
were muech greater for Catholic bridegrooms and
strongly supported the hypothesis. Again, the highest
interreligious marriage rates were found for the bride-
grooms who were 18 or younger, the rates declined
consistently from ages 19 through 29 and then rose
slightly for age 30 and over.

Interreligious marriages were more frequent in the
remarriage population than in the first-marriage
population for both church-Protestant and Catholie

bridegrooms (see table 4). The differences were
much larger for the two rates among Catholic bride-
grooms. Approximately 19 percent of the first
marriages of Catholic bridegrooms ineluded religious-
ly endogamous marriages as compared with H0 peicent
for remarriages. Approximately 91 percent of the
first marriages among church-Protestant grooms were
religiously endogamous marriages as compared with
89 percent for remarriages.

Interreligious marriage rates and the ages of the
church-Protestant or Catholiec bridegrooms involved

in remarriages were unrelated. For the church-
Protestant bridegrooms, religious endogamy rates

were high and, except for the bridegrooms of 18 years
of age or younger, showed practically no variation by
the ages of the bridegrooms. This may have been due
partially to the small number of cases of younger
church-Protestant bridegrooms who were involved in
remarriages, but it is more likely a function of the
relative availability of young unmarried or divorced
church-Protestant females.

While the number of cases was small, it may be
significant that most of the teenaged Catholic bride-
grooms 1nvolved in remarriages entered interreligious
marriages. These remarriages involved a young bride-
groom and a previous divorce for one or both parties.
These conditions apparently are associated with a
greater probability of subsequent interreligious mar-
riage.

Joint Ages of Brides and Bridegrocnis

Religious affiliation combinations by the joint ages
of brides and bridegrooms are shown in table 5 for
the first marriages and, in table 6, for the remar-
riages. Five of the seven categories based on in-
creasing ages of brides and bridegrooms, are used to
test the hypothesis that interreligious marriage rates
are differentially related to the joint age levels of
brides and bridegrooms. The two age categories where
the brides were older than the bridegrooms are dis-
cussed separately in the next section.

Table 3. Percentages for religious uffirliu1i§i9mbinutionsﬁoﬁfib(ides and bridegrooms by ages of bridegroo@ﬂirsi marriages, lowa, 1953-57.
Religious =1 Ages of hridegrcoms
affiliations of 17 and 30 and
brides-grooms? Total under 18 19 20-22 23-29 over
ChP-ChP 88.9 91.7 92.0 91.6 90.6 90.1
C-ChP _ 79 4.9 4.9 5.5 6.6 6.8
O-ChpP 3.2 3.4 3.4 2.9 2.8 3.1
Combined
nderrelgions —woeoocora 8.8 11.1 8. 8.0 4 9.4 9.9
Potal. (NOY s—coecommcmooooL 46,815 1,519 3,009 4,936 18,140 16,575 2,636
C-C 78.9 54.9 58.1 73.1 7.9 83.3 79.6
ChP- 15.8 25.7 29.4 20.8 16.4 13.1 16.0
| S o ol S N s B et 5.3 19.4 125 6.1 6.1 3.6 4.4
Combined
interreligious o . . 21.1 45.1 41.9 26.9 23.5 16.7 20.4
Fotal (MNO:) = - nno. . 16,950 459 531 1,125 5,816 7.754 1,265
a2 For definitions of religious affiliation symbols, see table 1.
Table 4. Percentages for religious affiliation combinations of brides and bridegrooms by the ages of bridegrooms, remarriages, lowa, 1953-57.
Religious A=es of bricexrooms
affiliation of 18 and 30 and
brides-grooms? Total under 19 23-29 over
ChP-ChP 81.0 89.7 88.0 89.1
235 @101 - NS 9.5 3.4 6.6 6.0
-G e oh . s o 35 6.9 5.4 4.9
Combined
interreligious 19.0 10.3 2.0 10.9
Total (No.) 42 58 3,877 10,103
(67 < i . 12.5 40.0 49.5 49.7
(6 011 2ol & R TR 25.0 45.0 31.4 32.6
(0 =7 A O N T Sl R 55 10 S S T 62.5 15.0 19:1 17.%
Combined _ y
interreligious 87.5 60.0 50.5 50.3
Total (No.) & 20 1,088 2,408

a For definitions of religious affiliation symbols, see table 1.
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Table 5.
riages, Iovlu,71953-57.

Percentages for religious affiliation combinations of brides and bridegrooms by joint ages of brides and bridegrooms, first mar-

Ages of brides and bridegrooms

Religious Bride 19 or Bride 20-24, Both Groom 19 or Groom 20-21
affiliation of Both 19 under, groom Both groom 25 25 or under, bride bride 25
brides-grooms? Total or under 20 or older 20-24 or older ¢ older 20 or older or older
ChP-ChP 87.0 87.3 85.8 88.9 86.5 85.3 91.4 87.0
ChP=C - ! 7-5 5.3 55 4.9 6.2 6.6 4.2 6.4
ChP-0O SO S 75 7.4 8.7 6.2 73 8.1 4.4 6.6
Combined

interreligions . —ooo oo o 13.0 12.7 135 147 8.6 1:3:0
Total - (N0 e 19,066 8,950 5,686 3,319 902 559
(G0 M A AR Sy F 62.0 82.2 76.4 68.7 78.9
C-ChP B 15.% 23.6 12.6 15.6 19.7 13.9
ey i R e el 5 8.5 14.4 5.2 8.0 11.6 7.2
Combined

Interreligions ——esweaabor 24.2 38.0 17.8 23.6 31.3 2d.1
Total (No.) e 17,636 1,933 2,936 1,675 273 317
ChP-ChP _ . ___ =, 952 91.4 90.6 88.6 91.8 88.5
C-CHP ny e T 5.9 B3 6.8 8.2 6.0 8.0
O-Chy o o 2.9 3.3 2.6 3.2 2.7 3.5
Combined

interreligious 8.5 9.2 9.4 11.4 8.7 R U (8855
Total (No.) 8,561 16,444 5,431 3,194 903 549
(& 50 ] [ et 63.8 730 84.9 82.2 80.0 82.8
ChP-C 25.0 8.8 12.3 14.1 16.2 11,9
(O)AG] I ST T e O 11.2 75 2.8 3.7 3.8 5.3
Combined

interreligious 36.2 26.3 150 17.8 20.0 17.2
Total (No.) 1,880 5,138 2,845 1,658 234 302

a For definitions of religious affiliation symbols, see table 1.

Table 6.
ringes, lowa, 1953-57.

Percentages for religious affiliation combinations of brides and bridegrooms by joint ages of

brides and bridegrooms, remar-

Ages of brides and bridegrooms

Religious Bride 19 or Bride 20-24, Both Groom 19 or Groom 20-24,
affiliation of 3oth 19 under, groom Both groom 25 25 0or under, bride bride
brides-grooms? or under 20 or older 20-24 or older older 20 or older or older
ChP-ChP -___ 7.9 80.0 81.2 89.7

CHE-C caee 6.5 7.7 7.0 i

ChP-0O - 15.6 12.3 11.8 2.6

Combined

interreligious o 20.0 18.8 10.3

Total (No.) 94 1,087 11,408 39 _
Cal | e i 2 49.0 51.0 28.6 :
C-ChP 4 22. 24.7 42.8 .6
O et e 9.4 3 24.3 28.6 .0
Combined

interreligious 58.8 510 49.2 49.0 71.4 47.6
Total (No.) 289 251 474 2,568 T 105
ChP-ChP 88.0 88.4 88.8 89.0 87.5 83.4
G-ChP ... 6.9 5.8 5.9 6.1 7.5 8.6
O-ChP - Bl 5.8 B3 £.9 5.0 8.0
Combined

interreligious 12.0 11.6 11.2 11.0 12,5 16.6
Total (No.) 1,233 983 1,973 10,395 40 338
R T (T e 43.8 48.2 47.3 51.2 22.2 48.2
ChP-C ———- 33.4 33.0 34.3 311 33.3 34.2

[ p] N NV W S 22.8 18.8 18.4 17 44.5 17.6
Combined

interreligious 56.2 51.8 52.7 48.8 77.8 51.8
Total (NG:) wo—m—eevaean 272 2556 510 2,565 9 114

a Jor definitions of religious affiliation symbols, see table 1.

The interreligious marriage rates for marriages of
church-Protestant brides or bridegrooms with Catho-
lic spouses and the combined church-Protestant inter-
religious marriage rates were slightly lower among
couples where both spouses were 19 or younger than
among couples where the bride was 19 or younger and
the bridegroom was 20 or older. This difference was
opposite from that which was expected. However, as
expected, the interreligious marriage rates were lower
among the couples involving church-Protestants who
were hoth 20 to 24 years of age as compared with
comparable couples where brides were 19 or younger
and grooms were 20 or older. The interreligious
marriage rates increased slightly and consistently for
the next two older age levels. The differences among
rates, however, were small for either the church-
Protestant brides or bridegrooms.

(Cfonsiderably stronger support for the hypothesis
was found for the association of interreligious mar-
riage rates among Catholic brides or bridegrooms and
the joint age levels of the spouses. Interreligious
marriage rates were highest when both spouses were
19 or younger. They reached their low points when

both spouses were 20-24 or when the bride was 20-24
and the bridegroom was 25 or older. The interreligious
marriage rates then increased slightly for the age
categories where both spouses were 25 or older or
where the bridegroom was 19 or youneer and the bride
was 20 or older.

Among church-Protestant brides involved in re-
marriages the rates for marriages with Catholie bride-
grooms or the combined interrelicious marriage rates
were higher at all joint age levels than among com-
parable interreligious marriage rates for church-Prot-
estant brides who were married for the first time.
Differences in marriage rates for church-Protestant
bridegrooms involved in remarriages and first mar-
riages with Catholic brides were smaller and incon-
sistent. The combined interreligious marriage rates
for remarriages of church-Protestant bridegrooms
generally were greater also than comparable rates for
first marriages of church-Protestant bridegrooms. At
all joint age levels, interreligious remarriage rates
of Catholic brides or bridegrooms were considerably
ereater than among Catholic brides or bridegrooms in
their first marriages.
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There was no evidence of a differential relationship
between interreligicus marriage rates and joint ages
of spouses involved in remarrviages. The youngest
joint age category should be excluded because of the
small number of cases. When this is done, the differ-
ences among the combined interreligious marriage
rates for the church-Protestant bridegrooms were all
within 1 percentage point of one another. Compar-
able rates for the church-Protestant brides were with-
in approximately 3 percentage points of one another.
The interreligious remarriage rates for church-Prot-
estant brides to Catholic bridegrooms and for church-
Protestant bridegrooms to Catholic brides also showed
very little variation. More variation was observed
among the interreligious marriage rates among Catho-
liec brides or Catholic bridegrooms. Instead of a dif-
ferential pattern, however, there was a slight decline
in the combined interreligious marriage rates for
Catholic brides or bridegrooms in relation to the
inereasing joint-age levels of the spouses.

Spousal Age Differences

Greater proportions of the interreligionus marriages
were expected among couples where the brides were
older than their bridegrooms. Two spousal age com-
binations in which the brides were older than their
bridegrooms were presented in tables 5 and 6. The
hypothesis was tested by comparing interreligious
marriage rates among each of the two age categories
where the bride was older than the bridegroom with
the age category where the same age combination was
used, but where the bridegroom was older than the
bride. The interreligious marriage rates for the age
combination involving brides who were 20 or older
with bridegrooms who were 19 or less were compared
with the interreligious marriage rates for couples
where the age relationships were reversed. A similar
procedure was followed for the comparisons of the
two age categories involving brides who were 25 or
older and were married to bridegrooms who were 20
to 24 and viee versa.

Thus, 12 tests of the hypothesis could be made.
Differences of less than 1 percent, interpreted as null
differences were observed for five comparisons. For
three tests, interreligious marriage rates were lower
among the age combinations whieh included older
brides than bridegrooms in comparison with reversed
age combinations. These results were contrary to the
predicted direction. The other four tests supported
the hypothesis, but the largest differences were only
about 2 percent. These data failed to provide a
sufficient basis for rejecting the null hypothesis. Tn
terms of the age categories used for the first mar-
riages, there appeared to be no differences in inter-
religious marriage rates among couples where brides
were older as compared with couples where bride-
grooms were older.

As shown in table 6, remarriages involving 19-year-
old bridegrooms married to brides who were 20 or
older occurred too infrequently for interpretation.
Two sets of observations can be drawn for the associa-
tion of the direction of bride-bridegroom age differ-
ences and interreligious remarriage rates for brides
who were 25 or older and married to bridegrooms who
were 20-24 years of age. One, the interreligious re-
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marriage rates for the 20- to 24-year-old bridegrooms
married to brides who were 25 or older, were uni-
formly higher than among the couples where neither
party had been married previously. Two, the hypoth-
esis that interréligious remarriage rates would be
higher among couples where 20- to 24-year-old bride-
grooms were married to brides who were 25 or older
in comparison with the reversed spousal age categories
received little support. All differences based on
church-Protestant brides or bridegrooms ranged be-
tween 3 and 6 percent. For the comparisons based
on Catholic brides or bridegrooms interreligious re-
marriage rates were slightly lower for the age cate-
gories where brides were older.

Additional tests of the spousal age difference
hypothesis were based on the direction and sizes of
bride-bridegroom age differences. Three age differ-
ence categories were defined; a difference of less
than 1 year, the bride at least 1 year older, and the
bridegroom at least 1 year older. Percentages of
couples in each age-difference category and the mean
age differences of brides and bridegrooms were ob-
tained for each spousal religious affiliation combina-
tion. These data are shown in table 7 for first mar-
riages and in table 8 for remarriages. The state of
residence of the bride was controlled in all analyses.

It was expected that a greater percentage of the
couples where the brides were older than the bride-
grooms would be interreligiously married. Compari-
sons of the interreligious marriage rates for church-
Protestant brides married for the first time who were
Towa residents failed to support this hypothesis. The
comparison for Catholic brides supported the hypoth-
esis, but the results based on Catholic bridegrooms
failed to support the hypothesis. A greater proportion
of the church-Protestant bridegrooms who married
Catholiec brides or nonchurch-Protestant brides also
included couples where the brides were older than the
bridegrooms. In total, only three of the six fests
based upon lowa resident brides in first marriages
supported the hypothesis under test.

Less support was found for the hypothesis based
upon first marriages of brides who were not residents
of Towa. Only two of the six tests, both based upon
church-Protestant bridegrooms, supported the hypoth-
esis. In both tests, about 1 percent more of the
interreligiously married church-Protestant bride-
grooms married older brides than the hridegrooms
who married endogamously. Furthermore there was
no consistent pattern in the direction of mean differ-
ences among the religious affiliation combinations for
the three specified age-difference classifications. The
absolute mean age differences, presented in table 7,
also showed only very small variations. On the basis
of these additional analyses, the null hypothesis was
retained for differences in the proportions of inter-
religious marriages among the couples married for
the first time where brides were older than the bride-
grooms in comparison with other spousal age combina-
tions.

All differences among the remarriages which in-
volved resident Towa brides supported the hypothesis.
The differences, however, ranged from only 1 to 7
percent. Small and inconsistent differences were ob-
served between interrelicious remarriage rates where
brides were not Towa residents. Taken together, the



Table 7. Percentages of couples in three spousal age difference categories and absolute spousal age differences by spousal religious affilia-
tion combinations and brides’ state of residence for first marriage, lowa, 1953-57.
Bride Iowa resident Bride not Towa resident
percentages percentages

Religious r Bride- Absolute . Bride- Absolute
zxffllx;ttl«)ns of Number of Same Bride groom mean age Number of Same Bride groom mean age
brides-grooms?* couples age older older difference couples age older older difference
CHPChP oo oo o 37,027 13.6 9.9 76.5 2.8 5,659 11.9 10.2 779 3.2
ChP-C 6 11.3 9.3 79.4 3.2 811 10.5 8.5 81.0 3.4
ChP-0O 10.5 8.0 81.5 3.3 502 8.6 8.6 82.8 3.9
Combined

interreligious ________ 5,067 10.8 8.5 80.7 3.2 1,313 9.7 8.5 81.8 3.6
Total "(No.) =-————__ 42,094 13:3 97 77.0 2.9 6,972 11.5 9.9 78.6 3.3
C-C TL.7 10.6 9.9 3.1 1,364 9.5 11,2 79.3 3.3
C-ChP 11.3 12.6 76.1 3:1 736 9.6 11.6 78.8 3.2
C-0 8.8 11.5 T 3.1 639 8.3 10.3 81.4 3.3
Combined

interreligious ________ 2,898 10.6 12.2 77.2 3.1 1,376 9.0 11.0 80.0 3.2
Total (No.) oo 14,897 11.56 10.9 7%.6 3.1 2,739 9.3 11.0 9. 3.3
ChP-ChP 7,027 13.6 9.9 76.5 2.8 5,659 11.9 10.2 779 3.2
C-ChP 11.3 12.6 761 3.1 736 9.6 11.6 78.8 3.2
QGRR o ol 12.5 9.7 77.8 3.1 216 7.9 10.2 81.9 3.7
Combined

interreligious ________ 3,177 119 11.6 76.7 8 952 2 11.2 79.6 3.3
Total (No.) e 40,204 185 10.0 76.5 2.9 6,611 5 10.4 78.1 3.2
C-C S A B 11,999 1.7 10.6 0.1 3.1 1,364 9.5 11.2 79.3 3.3
ChPO s ,868 11.3 9.3 79.4 3.2 811 10.5 8.5 81.0 3.4
(01 o S S 465 11.0 11.4 77.6 3.2 443 9.3 9.2 81.5 3.2
Combined

interreligious _-__._.____ 2,333 11.3 7 79.0 3.2 1,254 10.0 8.8 81.2 3.3
Total (No.) .. 14,332 11.9 10.4 77.9 3.1 2,618 10.0 80.2 3.3

a For definitions of religious affiliation symbols, see table 1.

Table 8. Percentages of couples in three spousal age difference categories and absolute spousal age differences by spousal religious affilia-
tion combinations and bridg's state of residence for remarriages, Iowaf,__'l953-57.
Bride ITowa resident Bride not lowa resident
percentages percentages
Religious Absolute Absolute
affiliations of Number of Same Bride Groom mean age Number of Same Bride Groom mean age
brides-grooms* couples age older older difference couples ages older older difference
ChP-ChP - oo 9,253 6.3 20.9 72.8 6.1 4,075 6.5 24.2 69.3 6.1
CHPI cva e cre 612 5.5 28.3 66.2 5.6 586 5.5 23.2 71.3 6.2
03 1 £ U SN 1,469 5.9 22.3 71.8 6.0 587 6.1 26.3 67.6 6.7
Combined
interreligious ________ 2,081 5.8 24.0 70.2 5.9 1,173 5.8 24.7 69.5 6.4
Eotal (Ne) & e 11,334 6.2 21.5 72.3 6.0 5,248 6.4 24.3 69.3 6.2
C-C 8.3 28.9 68.0 5.6 799 7.4 24.4 68.2 5.7
C-ChP 458 6.3 26.4 67.3 6.0 469 6.2 23.9 69.9 6.2
(b1 flb Y Ser NV 404 7.4 23.0 69.6 5.8 517 70 256.3 67.7 5.8
Combined
interreligious _—_______ 862 6.8 24.8 68.4 5.9 986 6.6 24.6 68.8 6.0
Total (No.) 7.6 24.2 68.2 5.8 1,785 7.0 24.5 68.5 5.8
ChP-ChP _—__ .- 6.3 20.9 72.8 6.1 4,075 6.5 24.2 69.3 6.1
C-ChP ____ 6.3 26.4 67.3 6.0 469 6.2 23.9 639.9 6.2
(§2(01 1] < SN S 7.8 22.3 69.9 6.0 225 5.3 20.9 73.8 6.6
Combined
interreligious ________ ,000 7.0 24.2 68.7 6.0 694 8.9 22.9 71.2 6.3
fotal. (N6.) - 10,253 6.4 21.2 72.4 6.1 4,769 6.4 24.0 69.6 6.2
WGl S & oo te o L 1,060 8.3 23.7 68.0 5.6 799 7.4 24.4 68.2 5.7
ChPE e 612 5.5 28.3 66.2 5.6 586 5.5 23.2 71.3 6.2
O0-C e o 306 5.6 28.1 66.3 6.1 381 6.8 24.7 68.5 6.1
Combined
interreligious _—_—______ 918 5.6 28.2 66.2 6.0 967 6.0 23.8 70.2 6.2
Total (NO:) —ceenee. 1,978 7.0 25.8 67.2 5.7 1,766 6.6 24.1 69.3 6.0
a For definitions of religious affiliation symbols, see table 1.

results for remarriages cannot be regarded as provid-
ing a sufficient basis for accepting the hypothesis
under test.

When the results of all the tests were considered,
the null hypothesis was retained for the association
of interreligious marriage rates with bride-bridegroom
age differences.

Several other comparisons between the first mar-
riages and remarriages may be of interest. In com-
parison with first marriages, the remarriages included
smaller proportions of similarly aged spouses, smaller
proportions of couples where the bridegrooms were
older than their brides, and larger proportions of
couples where brides were older than bridegrooms.

OCCUPATIONAL STATUS OF BRIDEGROOMS AND
INTERRELIGIOUS MARRIAGE RATES

One of the hypotheses of the present investigation
was that interreligious marriage rates are inversely
related to the occupational status of the bridegrooms.
The occupational status of the bridegrooms was avail-
able from the Towa marriage record data in the 11-

point occupational eclassification shown in table 9.
Ten of the cecupational categories are used in the
tests of the hypothesis. The armed forces category is
not used because it probably contained much greater
and unknown degrees of occupational status varia-
tions than any of the other categories. Data for the
armed forces category are shown at the extreme right
of the table. Otherwise, the occupations are considered
as ranked hierarchically from left to right represent-
ing high to low oceupational status.

The data based upon the occupational classification
are used to test the hypothesis in two ways: (a) by
analyzing the percentages of interreligious marriages
among cach occupational group ; and (b) by analyzing
the interreligious marriage rates among three more
general status-ranked sets of oceupations. The first
method of analysis permitted identification of varia-
tions in interrcligious marrage rates among all oe-
cupational groupings. The second method permitted
assessment of the relationship for broader occupation-
al categories by eliminating some of the smaller and
sometimes inconsistent variations in interreligious
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Table 9. Percentages for religious affiliation combinations of brides and bridegrooms based upon religious affiliations of brides and by

occupation of bridegrooms, first marriages, lowa, 1953-57. - J -

ol e hR ) 7 M:l)?('ﬁpi;l»tiunﬁ of b_x'iTiv;;rmnns .

Religious Proprietors,
affiliations of Profes- Farm managers, " “Opera- Domestic Farm Other Armed
Q:ﬂ(xs—;:l'noms-' Total sional operators officia Sales Crafts tives service laborers laborers forces
HPE-ChE e "8%.0 90.8 87.2 83.0 77.4 87.4 81.9 86.0
ChP-C oo 5.5 1.4 2 7.0 9.1 1.1 7.2 5.7
ChP-0 e 7.5 4.8 10.0 13.5 8.5 109 8.3
Combined A
interreligious ___  13.0 12.8 17.0 22.6 12.6 28.1 14.0
Total (No.) —___49,066 2,002 6,050 482 311 6,087 5,277
e e tma 79.4 70.0 70.1 79.4 69.5 70.4
(€210 o) = 14.6 1%7.7 19.3 17.8 17.3 18.6
C=Q) . il 6.0 12.3 10.6 2.8 13.2 11.0
Combined
interreligious _ 24.2 20.6 30.0 29.9 20.6 30.5 29.6
l\ztal (No0:) —==17;636 890 2,369 244 73 2,415 1,679

a For definitions of the religious

rates

cecupational

marriage
Qroupings.

The professionals, farm operators, proprietors,
managers and officials were included in high occupa-
tional levels; bridegrooms in clerical, sales or craft
occupations were combined for the intermediate level ;
and operatives, domestic servants, farm laborers and
other laborers were included in the low occupational
status level.

among the adjacent

Religious Affiliations of Brides, Occupations of
Their Bridegrooms and Interreligious Marricge Rates

Some fluctuations in interreligious marriage rates
occurred among the occupational groupings shown in
table 9. IHowever, inverse relationships were notice-
able between the occupational levels of the bride-
grooms and cither of the two interreligious marriage
rates used for the church-Protestant brides or the
combined interreligious marriage rate used for the
Catholie brides. The relationships are best summariz-
ed by the interreligious marriage rate for the three
occupational eroupings.

The combined interreligious marriage rates for
first marriages of church-Protestant brides by the
three occupational groupings were 9.1 for the high,
14.8 for the middle and 17.6 for the low status group-
ing. The ecombined interreligious marriage rate for
the first marriages of Catholic brides married to
high-status bridegrooms was 17.9, 24.8 for those mar-
ried to middle-status bridegrooms and 30.1 for those
married to low-status bridegrooms.

Identification of farm occupations, in both the high-
status and in the low-status level, permitted testing an
additional hypothesis. Most farm operators and farm
laborers are farm-reared. At the time of marriage,
men in these farm occupations represent a selected
residual of all farm-reared men. Not only have they
probably had their socialization experiences in rural
social systems but they have remained in rural areas.
These men should, therefore, adhere strongly to rural
value and normative orientations.

Generally, these men should be expected to seek
wives who also adhere to rural value systems and
norms. Rural reference groups might be expected to
support the religious endogamy norms more strongly
than urban reference groups. Some data support the
assumption of probable greater rural support for the
religious endogamy norm. Values to maintain mar-
riage and against divorce apparently are greater
among farm or rural reference groups than among
urban reference groups (10, 18). One consequence
of the greater rural normative orientations against
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divoree should be reflected in norms which seek to
avoid cireumstances which may lead to marital con-
flict and ultimately, in some cases, to divorce. Norms
against interreligious marriages may be a case in
point. Interreligious marriages introduce hetero-
geneous elements into the kinship system and are
generally known to have higher divoree rates than
religiously endogamous marriages.

Other data suggest that Protestant farm parents
hold more conservative religious beliefs and are more
active in churches than nonfarm Protestant parents.
Also farm-reared college students are more active
religiously and hold more conservative religious be-
liefs than nonfarm-reared college students (3). It
should follow that these farm parents and associated
rural groups would provide greater encouragement
for support of the religious endogamy norm than the
urban parents and associated reference groups.

These observations lead to the hypothesis that in-
terreligious marriage rates are lower among couples
where bridegrooms are engaged in farm-related oc-
cupations than among couples where bridegrooms are
engaged in nonfarm occupations of approximately
comparable status levels. This hypothesis was sup-
ported for interreligious marriage rates based upon
church-Protestant and Catholic brides who entered
first marriages. Among church-Protestant brides
married to Catholie bridegrooms, the lowest of all
interreligious marriage rates was observed for brides
married to farm operators. The next lowest inter-
religious marriage rate was observed among church-
Protestant brides married to farm laborers. The
combined interreligious marriage rate for church-
Protestant brides was also lowest among those married
to farm operators. The combined interreligious mar-
riage rate for church-Protestant brides married to
farm laborers was less than half of that for church-
Protestant brides who were married to other laborers.
It is probably significant that the combined inter-
religious marriage rate for church-Protestant brides
married to farm laborers was lower than comparable
rates for church-Protestant brides married to bride-
greoms in any middle or lower status of occupational
erouping. The lowest and second lowest combined
interreligious marriage rates were observed for
Catholic brides married to farm operators and farm
laborers, respectively.

For all except the domestic servant and other labor-
er occupational groupings, combined interreligious
marriage rates were higher for church-Protestant
brides involved in remarriages than for the first mar-
riages of church-Protestant brides. The combined



interreligious remarriage rates for Catholic brides
were uniformly higher in all cecupational group
comparisons than rates for Catholie brides who en-
tered first marriages. The differences were greater
between the first marriages and remarriages of
(Catholie brides than for the first marriages and re-
marriages of church-Protestant brides.

A glight inverse relationship also was observed
between interreligious remarriage rates for either
church-Protestant or Catholiec brides and the occupa-
tional status of their brideerooms. The combined
interreligious remarriage rates were 15.0, 18.6 and
23.1 for church-Protestant brides married to high,
middle and low status bridegrooms, rvespectively.
(Comparable rates for the Catholic brides were 45.9,
48.8 and 52.5. Although differences among inter-
religious remarriage rates were relatively small, the
consistent direction of the differences supported the
hypothesis for the remarriage populations as well as
for the first-marriage populations. Details are shown
in table 10.

Also, as with first marriages, church-Protestant
brides who were involved in remarriages with bride-
grooms employed as farm operators or farm laborers
had lower interreligious marriage rates than brides
married to men in nonfarm occupations of comparable
status levels. The hypothesis for lower interreligious
remarriage rates also was supported for Catholie
brides married to farm operators. This hypothesis
was not tenable for C‘atholic brides married to farm
laborers. However, the cell for remarriages involving
(fatholie brides and farm laborers included only 12
cases and cannot be considered as providing a reliable
basis for the test of the hypothesis.

Religious Affiliations and Occupations of
Bridegrooms and Interreligious Marriage Rates

In table 11, the religiously endogamous and inter-

religious marriage rates are presented for the cross

Table 10. Percentages for religious affiliation combinations of brides
occupations ofﬁbﬁridegrooms, remarriages, lowa, L%3-57.

classifications based upon the oceupational status
levels of the brideerocoms and the church affiliations
of the bridegrooms and their brides. These data
suggest that the gtatus levels of bridegrooms had a
relatively weak association, though in the expected
direction, with the interreligious marriage rates
among first marriages. The combined interreligious
marriages by the three occupational status groupings
for the church-Protestant bridegrooms were, from
high to low status, 6.5, 10.4 and 11.3, respectively.
Comparable rates for Catholic bridegrooms also
showed a slight inverse association with oceupational
status: 14.7, 22.7 and 26.8, respectively, from high to
low status levels.

Church-Protestant bridegrooms engaged in farming
operations had the lowest marriage rates with Clatholice
brides as well as the lowest combined interreligious
marriage rates. The combined interreligious marriage
rate among church-Protestant bridegrooms employed
as farm laborers was lower than those among all other
occupational groups except for farm operators and
professional men.

The hypothesis of the lower interreligious marriage
‘ates among men employed in farming as compared
with nenfarm jobs was supported for Catholic bride-
grooms who were farm operators, but not for Catholie
bridegrooms who were farm laborers. The inter-
religious marriage rate for Catholic farm laborers
was not substantially different from interreligious
marriage rates among (‘atholic bridegrooms in other
low-status occupations.

As shown in table 12, there was very little variation
among interreligious marriage rates for church-Prot-
estant bridegrooms who were involved in remarriages.
The combined interreligious remarriage rates among
church-Protestant bridegrooms in the high, middle
and low status levels were 9.1, 11.8 and 12.8, respec-
tively. These data offered only meager support for

and bridegrooms based upon religious affiliations of brides and by

Occupations of bridegrooms

Religious Proprietors,
affiliations of Profes- Farm managers, Opera- Domestic Farm Other Armed
brides-grooms? Total sional operators officials Clerks Sales Crafts tives service laborers laborers forces
ChP-ChP 80. 1 84.2 86.8 83 0 81.6 82.2 79.5 76.5 78.1 83.6 77.0 73.9
ChP-C ... - 7.2 6.1 3.6 8.3 7.9 7.0 8.6 10.4 1.5 8.0 9.2
CHPSQ ot ole == 124 9.9 9.6 () 6 1.0:: 9.9 13.5 14.9 11.5 14.9 15.0 16.9
Combined
interreligious ___ 9.6 15.8 13.2 170 18.4 17.8 20.5 235 21:9 16.4 23.0 26.1
Total (No.) _-__16,582 1,370 2,256 1,305 678 1,208 3,536 3,012 675 67 1,880 595

e n e L -+ 50.2 50.0 (3 50.0 56.2 51.8 49.9 46.6 58.3 38.4 45.4 41.7
C=ChP o ——  25.0 31.2 26.3 29.0 22.5 25.5 23.4 25.4 20.5 30.8 21.6 28.8
OO0 o 24.8 18.8 12.4 21.0 21.3 22.7 26.7 28.0 21.2 30.8 33.0 29.5
Combined
interreligious 49.8 50.0 38.7 50.0 43.8 48.2 50.1 53.4 41.7 61.6 54.6 58.3
Total (No.) —-— 3,707 250 3156 300 187 294 817 768 161 12 464 139
a For definitions of religious affiliation symbols, see table 1.

Table 11. Percentages for religious affiliation combinations of brides

and bridegrooms based upon religious affiliations of bridegrooms and

by occupations of bridegrooms, first marriage, lowa, 1953-57.

Occupations of bridegrooms

Religious Proprietors,

affiliations of Profes- Farm managers, Opera- Domestic Farm Other Armed
brides-grooms? Total sional operators officials Clerks Sales Crafts tives service laborers laborers forces
ChP-ChP - .- 91.2 93.7 93.8 90.0 90.1 90.6 89.1 89.1 85.0 92.5 88.4 90.5
C:ChP —ovo e 5.9 4.5 3.6 7.2 T 6.8 7.5 7.4 10.7 4.0 7.4 6.2
O-ChP coocewe 2.9 1 2.6 2.7 3.2 2.6 3.4 3.5 4.3 3.5 4.2 3.3
Combined

interreligious ___ 8.8 6.3 6.2 9.9 10. 9.4 10.9 0.9 15.0 7.5 11.6 9.5
Total (No.) 5 9,900 9,121 1,206 2,044 1.925 5,564 5,636 439 322 5,641 5,017
B0 9 79.5 90.5 82.7 79.2 79.2 5.7 73.6 73.7 74.4 72.8 74.1
ChiPaC el 8 16.7 7.8 14.1 14.9 16.0 18.3 18.%7 19.0 19.9 18.9 18.8
Q=0 e 3 3.8 1.9 3.2 5.9 4.8 6.0 .0 7.3 Tq 8.3 7.1
Combined

interreligious ___ 21.1 20.5 9.5 17.3 20.8 20.8 24.3 26.4 26.3 25.6 27.2 25.9
Total (No.) ____16,950 2,644 3,190 52 988 893 2,249 2,258 232 78 2,305 1,593

© For definitions of religious affiliation symbols, see table 1.



Table 12. Percentages for religious cffiliation combinations of brides and bridegrooms based upon religious affiliations of bridegrooms and

by occupations of bridegrooms, remarriqggs, lowq, 1953-57.

Occupations of bridegrooms

Religious Proprietors,

affiliations of Profes- Farm managers, Opegra-  Domestic Farm Other Armed
brides-grooms? Total sional operators officials Clerks Sales Crafts tives service laborers laborers forces
ChR-ChP  __ - __ 88.7 90.1 92.6 88.9 87.9 88.4 88.2 86.4 89.4 90.3 87.6 88.4

O-ChEe 6.2 6.1 3.9 Yol 6.7 6.7 6.0 7.3 5.6 6.5 6.1 8.0

Q=ChHE 1. .. . y 5.1 3.8 3.5 4.0 5.4 4.9 5.8 6.3 5.0 3.2 6.3 3.6

Combined

interreligious __ 113 9.9 4 11.1 12.1 11.6 11.8 13.6 10.6 9.9 12.4 11.6

Total (No.) 15,022 1,280 2,113 1,220 630 1,122 3,189 2,667 589 62 1,652 498

05 ¢ (e ——— 49.7 50.6 63.3 52.3 52.8 51.8 50.6 46.6 45.9 62.5 43.9 39.7

ChP-C e 32.0 33.6 26.9 33.4 28.1 32.8 30.8 33.7 34.1 12.5 31.6 37T

Q-G YL Lo B 18.3 15.8 9.8 14.3 19.1 15.4 18.6 19:7 20.0 25.0 24.5 22.6

Combined

interreligious 50.3 49.4 36.7 47.7 47.2 48.2 49.4 53.4 54.1 37.5 56.1 60.3

Total (No.) - 8,144 247 305 287 199 293 805 768 205 181 146

1 for definitions of religious affiliation spmbols, see table 1.

the hypothesized inverse relationship between inter-
religious remarriage rates and status levels of bride-
grooms. Greater support for the hypothesis was
found in relation to the interrelicious remarriage
rates among Catholic bridegrooms in the three status
categories: 44.2 for the high; 48.8 for the middle and
b4.3 for the low-status ecategory

Church-Protestant  bridegrooms who were farm
operators were less likely than other high-status
church-Protestant bridegrooms to enter remarriages
with Catholic brides. The church-Protestant bride-
erooms who were farm laborers appeared to enter
remarriages with Catholies about as frequently as
other low-status church-Protestant bridegrooms. The
combined interreligious remarriage rates for church-
Protestant bridegrooms supported the farm-nonfarm
hypothesis. The lowest and second lowest combined
interreligious marriage rates were observed for farm
operators and farm lahorers. The interreligious re-
marriage rates for Catholic bridegrooms engaged in
either type of farming occupation also were lower
than rates for all other occupational groups.

AGES OF BRIDES AND BRIDEGROOMS
BY OCCUPATIONS OF BRIDEGROOMS
AND INTERRELIGIOUS MARRIAGE RATES

Analyses not included in the present report indi-
cated that the mean ages of the bridegrooms at mar-
riage were directly related to their occupational
status, regardless of the spousal religious classifica-
tion. Low status bridegrooms had the youngest ages
at marriage, and high status bridegrooms had the
oldest mean ages at marriage. Similarly, the mean
ages of brides were directly related to the occupation-
al status levels of the men they married. Because

seemed desirable to test the joint effects of ages at
marriage and status levels of bridegrooms upon inter-
religious marriage rates. The hypothesis for the
joint 1'e]at10nsh1p of these two variables with inter-
religious marriage rates is simply the combinaton of
the separate hypotheses involving the age and status
variables.

The tests of this hypothesis were based upon the
multiple classification of the spousal religious affilia-
tion types by the three combined status levels defined
previously, the five age categories for first marriages
shown in table 13 and the six age categories for re-
marriages shown in table 14. TIn tables 13 and 14,
only the percentages for interreligious marriages are
presented.

Interreligious Marrioge Rates by the
Religious Affiliations and Ages of Brides
and the Occupations of Their Bridegrooms

The pattern of interreligious marriage rates based
upon the cross classification by awes of brides and
status levels of bridegrooms for the first marriages
supported the hypoﬂxesm. As shown in table 13, the
interreligious marriage rates for either church-Prot-
estant or Catholic brides at all age levels declined
consistently from the low- to high-status categories.
Within each of the three status categories, inter-
religious marriage rates were highest for the extreme
age categories and lowest for one or more of the
middle age categories. The ages of brides and status
levels of bridegrooms combined to produce the highest
interreligious marriage rates among church-Protestant
or Catholic brides in the low status and youngest age
level or low status and oldest age level. The lowest
interreligious marriage rates were observed for first

the age and status variables were interrelated, it marriages of church-Protestant or Catholic brides who
Table 13. Interreligious marriage rates among church-Protestant and Catholic brides by the ages of the brides and the occupational status
levels of their bridegrooms, first marriages, lowa, 1953-57.

Ages of 1) Occupational status levels of bridegrooms

brides Total Low Middle High Armed forces
No. %% No Yo No. % No. Yo No. %

Church-Protestant brides

17 or under 7,3232 15.2 2,966 1.9 1,363 16.2 2,134 10.4 860 16.0

18 o= 10,476 13.7 3,604 16.8 2,206 14.5 3,305 9.7 1,361 13.9

19-22 _ 23,905 11.9 5,132 17.2 4,732 14.2 11,372 8.1 2,669 13.1

93-29 oo e 6,047 12.8 985 18.9 1,373 13.8 3,327 10.1 362 16.3

30 and over _____ 1,315 17.0 273 23.4 360 22.2 657 119 8.0

Totl (NG:) ot 49,066 A 12,960 i, 10,034 2 20,795 ., ol

Catholic brides

17 or under —_-.___.______ 1,602 40.9 706  43.5 357 39.2 375 36.5 164 43.9

18 e - 2,859 34.9 1,113 39.1 652 37.7 751 26.1 343 35.6

19-22 —.— 9,256 19.3 2,455 23.6 2,171 19.9 3,662 14.4 968 25.8

98-89 oo - 3,334 20.6 685 25.1 888 21.6 1,574 i 187 23.5

30 and 0‘01 ,,,,,, 585 24.1 142 29.6 179 2b.1 247 17.8 7 58.8

Total (NO:)- cosemmre— o 17,636 = 5101 L 4,247 o 6,609 1,679 i

aIn each cell the percentage represents the proportion of interreligious marriages among all marriages for any age and occupational

status cell.
for each cell.
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Table 14.

Interreligious marriage rates among church-Protestant and Catholic brides by the ages of the brides and the occupational status
levels of their bridegrooms, remarriages, lowa, 1953-57.

Ages of Occupational status levels of bridegrooms
brides Total Low Middle High Armed forces
No %o No Y% No. % ¢ No. %% No. Y%
Church-Protestant brides
I or Joder == .ot 276a 24.3 150 27.3 68 20.6 35 11.4 23 34.8
i O -~ 868 22.7 278 24.5 151 26.5 92 9.8 47 265
19-22 __ = 2,113 19.9 1,111 21.5 830 18.8 571 18.0 201 19.9
23-29 __ —- 3,672 21.2 1,256 25.2 1,200 21.9 1,022 14.8 194 25.3
30-34 ________ - 2,003 22.4 665 26.9 692 20.2 587 18.2 59 39.0
35 and over __ = 7,360 17.6 2,174 20.9 2,481 18.2 2,624 13.8 71 32.4
Total (W) et 16,582 . 5,634 . 5,422 = K 4,931 s 595
Catholic brides
17 o' under coolee o 38 47.4 23 52.2 7 1 50.0 4 75.0
R glbeeh B - 144 61.1 64 59.4 42 19 52.6 19 84.2
19-22 __ - 518 52.8 255 54.1 182 104 48.1 37 51.3
23-29 __ == 938 47.3 357 47.1 329 203 49.8 49 53.1
30-34 _____ == 507 50.5 188 50.5 197 108 44.4 14 85.7
35 and over -~ 1,502 49.1 513 54.8 547 426 43.4 16 31.2
Total (Wo.) oot - 3,707 oo 1,400 == 1,304 s 864 139

a See table 13 for an explanation of the bases of the percentages and the reason for reporting the number of marriages for each (ell

were between 19 and 22 years of age and who were
married to high-status bridegrooms.

Analyses of the remarriage data based upon the
ages of brides and the status levels of grooms were
limited by the small number of cases in some of the
cells, as shown in table 14. In general, there was no
marked pattern between interreligious remarriage
rates and the ages of brides and cccupational status
levels of grooms.

Interreligious Marriage Rates by the
Religious Affiliations, Ages and
Occupations of the Bridegrooms

Greatest interrelicious marriage rates were expect-
ed among younger or older bridegrooms who had low-
status oceupations. In general, the results in table 15,
supported this hypothesis. Religious intermarriage
rates based upon each of the age groupings declined
from the low- to the high-status categories. Also,
within each status category, the interreligious mar-
riage rates were generally higher for the youngest or
oldest age levels. These patterns were more evident
in the classifications based upon Catholic bridegrooms
than upon church-Protestant bridegrooms.

Several exceptions to these trends occurred among
the interreligious marriage rates for Catholic bride-
grooms. The interreligious marriage rate for the
youngest and high-status Catholic bridegrooms was
the highest instead of the lowest as expected. The
ate for the 18-year-old middle-status Catholic bride-
grooms was greater, not less, as expected, as com-
])ared with the rate of the 17 years of age or younger
middle-status Catholic bridegrooms. Amonn' lugh-
status Catholie bridegrooms who were 30 or older, the
interreligious marriage rate was practically equal to,
not greater as expected, the rate for the 23- to 29-year-
old high-status bridegrooms.

Among the church-Protestant bridegrooms, the
lowest interreligious marriage rate was observed for
the 19- to 22-year-old high-status bridegrooms. The
rates for all high-status church-Protestant bride-
grooms, regardless of age, however, were relatively
low. Highest and re ﬂtlvelv similar interreligious
marriage rates among chur ch-Protestant bridegrooms
were found for the low-status bridegrooms, regardless
of age, and for all except the 18- to 22-year-old middle-
status bridegrooms.

The lowest interreligious marriage rate among

Table 15. Interreligious marriage rates among church-Protestant and Catholic bridegrooms by their ages and occupational status levels,
first marriages, loym, I?i3;57. = 1,
Ages of Occupational status levels
bridegrooms Total Low Middle High Armed forces
No. % No. % No. %% No. % No. Yo

Church-Protestant bmdez/)omns . .

151 ~0P TGO ~eocl . o 1,519 a G I 536 13.2 202 14.9 48 8.8 133 8.3

18 8.3 1,082 10.0 587 6.6 0 6.8 400 10.0

19-22 8.3 6,300 10.6 4,280 9.8 9 5.5 3,587 9.4

23-29 9.4 3,603 12.4 3,820 11.2 4 7.0 908 9.8

30 and over _ 9.9 516 12.0 645 12. 6 8.3 39 10.3

Total (No.) e 12,037 . 9,534 e ;S e 5,017 gt 5y
Catholic bridegrooms

17 op under’ ——_ . o £ 45.1 200 46.5 111 39.6 5 43 39.5

18 S e R 40.9 213 43.7 111 50.4 9 78 35.8

19-88 oo o { 23.2 2,227 28.0 1,522 24.8 8 1,044 26.5

23-29 i 16.7 1,920 21.3 2,023 18.0 0 401 20.2

30 and over __ 20.4 308 26.9 362 26.3 8 33. 3

Lotal (IND:), o 2 4,868 et 4,129 = 2 15 o‘?‘i

a See table 13 for an EXD]dndthl’l of the bases of the percentages and the reason for lepmtlmr the numbm of marriages for each (01]

Table 16. Interreligious marriage rates among church-Protestant and Catholic bridegrooms by their ages and occupational status levels, re-
marriages, lowa, 1953-57.
Ages of Occupational status levels
bridegrooms Total Low Middle High Armed forces
No. % No. Y% No. % No. Y% No. %

Church-Protestant bridegrooms

22 or younger 942a 12.0 425 10.8 225 16.0 138 18.4 154 11.6
=P W e, 12.0 1,507 12.9 1,263 12.8 996 10.0 211 10.4

30 and over _ 10.9 3,038 13.0 3,453 113 3,479 18.8 133 13.6

Total '(No-) e = 4,970 = 4,941 = 4,613 - 498 =
Catholic bridegrooms

22 or younger 51.2 116 55.2 68 51.5 32 817.5 32 50.0

OB s s 50.5 498 b3.7 351 46.2 183 44.8 56 67.9

30 and over __ 2 50.2 848 54.5 87 49.6 624 44.5 58 58.6

Total (No.) v . 1,462 el 1,297 L 839 .y 146 -

a See table 13 for an explanation of the bases of the percentqges and the reason for reportmg the number of marriages for each cell

685



Catholie bridegrooms was found for high-status bride-
grooms who were 30 and older. The rate did net vary
greatly among the high-status Catholic bridegrooms
who were 19 and older. 1In the low- and middle-status
categories, the lowest interreligious marriage rates
were observed for the 23- to 29-year-old bridegrooms.
Highest rates were found among younger Catholic
hr 1([0(-10( ms regardless of their m('u]nm(mal status.

The small number of re marriages which involved
bridegrooms who were 22 or younger made it neces-
sary to combine all bridegrooms through age 22 into
one age category. Therefore, only three age categories
are used in table 16. There was little variation by
either age or status levels in interreligious remarriage
rates among either the church-Protestant or (‘atholic
bridegrooms. However, there was a slight decline, as
hypothesized, in interreligious remarriage rates by
the status levels of Catholic bridegrooms.

STATE OF RESIDENCE AND INTERRELIGIOUS
MARRIAGE RATES

The data in table 17 were used to test the hypothesis
that interreligious marriage rates are asscciated with

an out-of-the-state residence for the bride. Analyses

Table 17. Percentages of couples for which brides were lowa
residents by the spousal religious affiliation combinations
and fype of murnuge, lowa, 1953 57.

Rcligiuus R | A e

affiliations of
brides-grooms#

First marriages Remarriages

No. % No. %

CHP-ChP soeee—e e 42,6860 86.7 13,328 69.4
ChP-C 2,6 69.7 1,198 51.1
CHEAY - el =z S50 86.4 2,056 71.4
Combined
interreligious __________ 6,380 79.4 3,25 64.0
Total . 49,066 85.5 16, )b ) 68.4
C-C B N 13,363 89.8 1, bo‘) 57.0
O=ChP i e o 2,774 3.5 9 49.4
C-0 S 57.4 ‘)’1 43.9
Combined
interreligious et - TS 67.8 1,848 46.6
Total Bl 17,636 84.5 3,707 51.8
CHEPSEHPD” A meer ) 42,686 86.7 13,328 69.4
CChP e et - 2,774 73.5 927 49.4
Q-ChEP e e 4855 84.0 767 70.7
Combined
interreligious __________ 4,129 76.9 1,694 59.0
Total N - i L 85.9 15,022 68.2

363 89.8 1,859 57.0

679 69.7 1,198 6.1,

908 51.2 687 44.5
Combined
interreligious __________ 3,587 65.0 1,885 48.7
Total . — 16,950 84.6 3,744 52.8

A For definitions of religious affiliation symbols, see table 1.

b Tn each cell, the percentage represents the plopmtl(m of resi-
dent-Towa brides among all marriages shown by the number of
cases for each spousal religious classification. The number of
cases may be used in judging the reliability of the percentages.

Table 18.

first marriages, lowa, 1953-57.

were limited to the residence of the bride because of
the customary practice of having the wedding in the
home town of the bride.

All tests supported the hypothesis for analyses of
both first matriages and remarriages of church-Prot-
estant or Catholic brides or bridegrooms. Larger
pereentages of couples with brides as Towa residents
were cbserved ameng the couples who married within
their own faith as compared with interreligious mar-
riages. The differences were larger among Catholic
brides or bridegrooms than among church-Protestant
brides or bridegrooms.

The data in table 18 permitted retesting the associa-
tion of interrelieious marriage patterns with migra-
tory marriage rates within controlled levels for the
ages cf the brides. In each of the seven age levels
for church-Protestant brides, smaller percentages of
the brides who married interreligiously were residents
of Towa. The same pattern was observed among all
but the youngest Catholic brides. At each age level,
the percentage differences of Towa brides in the
endogamous and interreligious marriages were greater
among (atholie brides than among church-Protestant
brides. The analyses based on the control for the
brides’ ages provided additional strong support for
the hypothesis under test.

Apart from the spousal religious classification, the
ages of the brides and their state of residence were
related. The lowest percentages for resident lowa
brides occurred at age 16 and the highest at age 21
or 22.

TYPE OF MARRIAGE CEREMONY AND
INTERRELIGIOUS MARRIAGE RATES

Interreligious marriage rates were expected to be
associated with eivil marriage ceremonies and reli-
giously endogamous marriage rates with marriages
performed by clergymen. Tests of this hypothesis for
first marriages are based upon the data presented in
table 19. 1In these analyses, the ages of brides and
the status levels of bridegrooms were controlled be-
cause the type of wedding might vary with the age
and status variables independent of the spousal reli-
gious affiliation combinations.

The percentages of civil ceremonies for the total
first marriage comparisons provided the most general
test of the hypothesis. These percentages are reported
as the last two sets of rows in table 19. For both
church-Protestant and Catholic brides, civil cere-

Percentages of couples for which brides were lowa residents by spousal religious affiliation combinations and ages of brides,

Religious

Ages of brides

affiliations of 16 or
brides-grooms® under 17 18 19 20 21 22

No Y% No. % No. % No % No. % No. % No. %
ChP-ChP .. .. . 2,627 78.1 3,584 89.0 038  84.5 7,497 88.9 5,897 89.2 4,614 89.7 2,668 88.9
GRG0 e 198 65.7 221 17b.6 568  59.0 447  69.4 348 176.7 256 174.2 175 74.9
ChP:0: e oan 296 81.4 397 92.7 968 76.3 620  89.7 436 89.2 346  87.6 161 82.0
Combined
interreligious —____ 494 75.1 618 86.6 1,536  69.9 1,067 81.2 784 83.7 602 81.9 336 78.3
Totol coooe o= 8121 W6 4,202 88.6 10,574 82.3 8,564 88.0 6,681 88.5 5,213 88.9 3,004 87.7
(50 372 49.7 574 84.7 1,860 81.9 2,181 91.9 2,133 93.7 1,793 93.8 1,359 94.7
R ol s 184 69.6 205 72.2 617 61.3 418 73.0 333 76.9 273 83.5 160 83.1
C-0 dazier oo T HIGTE 46D 106  66.0 383 47.3 231 59.7 167 64.1 102 64.7 89 173.0
Combined
interreligious 341 58.9 311  70.1 1,000 55.9 A49  68.2 500 72.6 375 78.4 249 179.5
Total o-—_to.. .. 713 b4l 8856  79.5 2,860 72.8 2,830 86.5 2,663 88.7 2,168 91.1 1,608 92.4
Grand total 3.834 73.2 5,087 87.0 3,434  80.3 11,394 87.6 9,344 88.6 7,381 '89.5 4,612 89.4
All marriages® . 4,967 72.6 6,112 86.7 15,736 79.4 12,968 86.1 10,360 87.8 8,131 88.6 059 88.1

* For definitions of religious affiliation symbols, see table 1.

b See table 17 for the explanation of the bases of the percentages and the reason for reporting the number of marriages for each cell.

¢ All marriages represents the marriages included in the
who were in the denominationally unspecified Protestant and the
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Table 19.

Percentages of civil marriage ceremonies by spousal religious affiliation combinations hased on religious affiliations and ages of

brides and the occupational status levels of bndegrooms, first marriages, lowa, 1953- 57

Ages of brides
am] religious
affiliations of

Occupational status levels of bridggrooms

brides-grooms# Total L.ow Middle High Armed forces
No. Y% No. e NO. % No. % No. Y
17 or under
ChP-ChP 6 2,434 8.9 .8 2 8.4
Chl’-mtunollglou. il 532 179 9 38 22.5
IPaotall” L 20 - ¢ oLl 10.5 .8 860 107
G0 o 31.8 .6 92 28.3
C- mtene]u,mus L 40.7 .0 72 40.3
Potal — e 35.7 Al 164 38.5
18
ChP-ChP e e ooty UL 2,997 10.4 7.7 .8 1172 8.9
Ch[’-mtvnohmous S 607 27.7 24.4 A 189 30.7
4 o7 R N N Y PN, 10,476 3,604 13.3 10.1 .0 1,361 11..9
c-C S 0 678 24.6 18.2 4 221 20.8
C- lrltuwll;.lmm e 399 435 51.3 46.3 2 122 46.7
Total e e - 2,859 1,113 35.0 28.8 i 343 30.0
19-22 & = = = DRl
ChP-ChP . 4,244 5.3 2.8 5 2,320 3.6
Chl’-ll’lt?l](‘llgloll% . 888 20.2 14.2 o5 349 12.6
= 5,132 7.9 4.4 2 2,669 4.8
1,875 7.6 5.7 0 718 6.5
- 580 34.0 29.9 2 250 30.0
2,455 13.8 10.5 2 968 12.6
23-29 o e -y il
ChP-ChP o 799 6.8 1,183 2.3 91 1.2 303 .0
ChP-interreligious 186 18.8 190 14.2 36 J-T 59 .9
MOAL e e 985 9.0 1,373 2.9 327 1.8 362 ki
2 S e 513 8.8 696 3.6 96 0.9 143 5
C- mtenolu,mus ,,,,,,, 172 32.6 192 21.4 8 15.8 14 7
Total . - 685 14.7 888 7.4 4 3.6 187 3.4
30 and over
CHP-ChP oo 1,091 209 9.6 280 75 579 3.3 23 4.3
(‘hP-mtt-noIluous ety § 224 64 28.1 80 16.2 78 115 2 0.0
b oo | WO A | 273 13.9 360 9.4 657 4.3 25 4.0
(&5 ¢ F e ——— 444 100 13.0 134 8.2 203 39 7 0.0
C-interreligious __ - 141 42 33.3 15 26.7 44 5.9 10 50.0
Hotal —wan oo _ 585 142 19.0 179 12.8 247 6.1 17 29.4
Total on ages
SHPADRE o ee-becd gt 42,686 10,683 7.8 8,549 4,3 18,914 2.4 4,540 5.8
ChP- mtenehgmuc ———- 6,380 2,277 217 1,485 16.9 1,881 L2 737 19.4
Total - et - 49,066 12,960 10.2 10,034 6.2 20,795 3.2 5,277 Tl
@GS 3 FERENRIEN . 0 3.565 13.9 3,192 8.8 5,425 2.6 1,181 11.3
C-interreligious _______ 4,278 1,536 40.0 1,055 33.1 1,184 20.6 498 35.3
Total = e 17,636 5,101 21.8 4,247 14.8 6,609 5.8 1,679 18.5

a For definitions of religious affiliation symbols, see table 1.

|
|

bIn each cell, the percentage represents the proportion of civil weddings among all marriages for any age and occupational status
cell. The number of cases for each cell are provided to indicate the probable reliability of the civil wedding rates.

monies occurred about four times more frequently
among all interreligious marriages than among all
religiously endogamous marriaces.  This ratio also
was observed in each of the three status levels for
all chureh-Protestant or Catholie brides. When status
was ienored and age was used as the control variable,
as shown in the five sets of totals on the left of the
table, all comparisons agreed with the expected diree-
tien of difference. Furthermore, the expected direc-
tion of difference in the proportions of civil cere-
monies between the inferrelieiously married and the
religiovsly endegamous married couples was observed
in all 30 joint-age and status comparisons for church-
Protestant hrides and (‘athelic brides.

The relationships between the age and status varia-
bles and civil wedding rates are worthy of brief
comment. The hypotheses for the relationships be-
tween age or status levels and interreligious marriage
rates should apply equally well to relationships be-
tween the age and status variables and civil marriage
rates. This is sugeested on the basis that interreligious
marriages and c¢ivil marriages each may be conceptual-
ized as patterns of deviation from conventional court-
ship and marriage norms.

In all comparisons among civil wedding percentages
for church-Protestant or (atholic brides in the five
age levels and for the four total sample analyses, an
inverse relationship was observed between status level
and percentages of civil weddings.

The hypothesis for the differential relationship be-
tween the ages of the brides and the percentages of

civil marriage ceremonies also was stronely supported.
The percentages of civil ceremonies were greater for
couples, regardless of spousal religious affiliations,
which included brides who were in the extreme age
categories. The lowest rates of civil ceremonies oen-
erally occurred among couples where the brides were

between 23 and 29 years of age.

The age and status variables interacted to produce
the least incidence of civil weddings among couples
which included brides between 23 and 29 who were
married to high-status bhrideorocoms. The greatest
rates of civil ceremonies were observed among couples
involving brides who were 17 or 18 vears old and
married to low-status bridegrcoms.

(ivil wedding rates for endogamous Catholic mar-
riages were at least minutely greater than these for
endogamous church-Protestant marriages in 14 of the
15 comparisons between matehed-age cells in the three
status levels. Ten of the percentage differences were
less than 3 percent. The five larger differences oe-
curred in the two younger levels of each low- and of
each middle-status cell and in the oldest-age level of
the low-status cell. Otherwise, differences in rates of
civil marriage ceremonies between endogamous Catho-
lic marriages and endogamous church-Protestant mar-
riages were negligible in the high-status levels regard-
less of the aces of the brides. Also, the differences
were negligible between the two eroups of brides who
were 19 or 20 years of age, regardless of the status
of their bridegrooms.

In all 15 comparisons between church-Protestant
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interreligious marriages and (‘atholic interreligious
marriages in which the ages of brides and the status
levels of bridegrooms were controlled, civil marriage
ceremonies were greater among the interreligious
Catholic marriages. The mean difference in civil
ceremony rates between the two interreligious mar-
riage types was 14.6 percent compared with 3.6 per-
cent for the two endogamous marriage types.

Greater proportions of the interreligious icmar-
riages also were conducted as civil eeremonies in com-
parison with the religiously endogamous remarriages
(see table 20). Differences in the expectcd direction
were found for each of the 12 comparisons between
endogamous church-Protestant remarriages and
church-Protestant interreligious remarriages or be-
tween endogamous Catholic remarriages and Catholic
interreligious remarriages. The hypothesis that in-
terreligious marriage rates and civil marriage cere-
monies are related was uniformly upheld by the
analyses of the remarriage data.

Civil ceremonies were more frequent among couples
involved in remarriages than among those who were
entering first marriages, regardless of spousal reli-
gious affiliation combinations, ages of brides, status
levels of bridegrooms or the interaction of these varia-
bles. Differences in civil ceremonies between the first
marriages and remarriages were greater for the
Catholie-based analyses than for the church-Protes-
tant-based analyses.

There was an inverse relationship between the civil
wedding rates and the status levels of bridegrooms
involved in remarriages. This was observed for all
four spousal religious affiliation combinations for the
comparisons among the total status groupings. The
inverse relationship between civil marriage rates and
status levels also was observed for 13 of the 16 com-
parisons based on the four spousal religious affiliation

Table 20.

cembinations in each of the four age levels. The excep-
tions were observed for the 18-year-old brides in the
endogamous Catholic and interreligious Catholic mar-
riages and for the 23- to 29-year-old Catholic brides
married to Catholic bridegrcoms. The bulk of the
data supported the hypothesis for the inverse relation-
ship between status levels and ¢ivil remarriages.

Within the limits of the age classification used for
the ages of the brides, there was no support for the
expected differential relationship between age levels
and rates of civil remarriages. Instead, civil ceremony
rates for remarriages generally declined from age 18
or under to age 30 or over.

The interaction of the age and status variables for
the remarried couples failed to produce the clear
pattern observed for the similar analyses for the first
marriages. The only common finding among civil
wedding rates for the couples in the four religious
affiliation types was that the lowest civil ceremony
rates cecurred when the brides were 30 years or older
and were married to high-status bridegrooms. In the
other two status levels and for the high-status (fatholie
inteireligious remarriages, the least civil marriage
rates scattered from 18 and under to 30 and older.

The civil remarriage rates were greater among
endogamous Catholic remarriages than among endo-
gamous church-Protestant remarriages. This differ-
ence was found in all 12 comnarisons based upon the
age and status categories. (ivil marriage ceremony
rates also were greater among the Catholic interreli-
gious remarriages in the 12 comparisons with church-
Protestant interrelicious remarriages.
DEMOGRAPHIC CORRELATES OF ENDOGAMOUS
CATHOLIC MARRIAGES
Method

Several studies in the United States have shown

Percentages of civil marriage ceremonies by spousal religious affiliation combinations based on religious affiliations and ages of

brides and the occupational status levels of the bridegrooms, remarriages, lowa, 1953-57.

Ages of brides
and religious
affiliations of

Occupational status levels of bridegrooms

brides-grooms? Total Low Middle High Armed forces
No % No Y% No. %0 No % No. %
18 or under
ChPOhD e i 6480b 19.8 319 24.8 165 16.9 114 10.5 50 18.0
ChP-interreligious ____ 196 46.9 109 48.6 54 42.6 18 53.8 20 45.0
oAl e 844 26.1 428 30.8 219 23.4 127 15.0 70 25.7
O memaera o 76 63.2 37 70.3 24 50.0 11 54.6 4 100.0
C-interreligious _______ 106 73.6 50 76.0 25 80.0 12 66.7 19 63.2
ORAIy et U ) SR 182 69.2 87 73.6 49 65.3 23 60.9 23 69.6
19-22
ChP-ChF . . 2,174 16.3 871 20.0 674 15.0 468 11.5 161 15.5
ChP-interreligious ... 539 42.3 240 45.4 156 40.4 103 38.8 40 40.0
Potall e e 2,713 21.4 1 25.5 830 19.7 6571 16.5 201 20.4
N I 273 h5:3 117 64.1 84 50.0 54 44.4 18 R5.R
C-interreligious _______ 305 69.2 138 76.6 98 64.3 50 54.0 19 79.0
(21 N B S e = 578 62.6 255 71.0 182 0.7 104 49.0 37 67.6
23-29
ChP-ChP .. _.. 5N 2,893 16.2 940 21.7 937 16.1 871 10.7 145 14.5
ChP-interreligious _ ... 779 42.6 316 46.8 263 42.2 151 33.8 49 44.9
ko) = | A 3,672 21.8 1,256 28.0 1,200 21.8 1,022 14.1 194 22.8
- s s 494 56.5 189 56.6 180 60.0 102 45.1 23 78.3
C-interreligious _______ 444 7.6 168 78.2 149 68.5 101 56.3 26 69.7
Total 938 61.7 357 64.4 329 63.8 203 50.7 49 73.5
30 and over
CHPoOhIE - . ot e 16.0 2,205 23.83 2,682 16.7 2,742 9.5 84 15.5
ChP-interreligio 39.7 634 44.5 591 42.3 469 28.6 16 54.3
Potal - o 20.4 2,839 28.0 3,173 21.4 3,211 12.83 130 29.2
c-C 47.2 325 60.3 377 52.0 301 26.2 13 69.2
C-interreligiou 64.6 376 68.9 367 67.6 233 53.2 17 58.8
Total ______ 55.8 701 64.9 744 59.7 534 38.0 30 63.3
All ages
ChP-ChP v y 16.3 4,335 22.4 4,358 16.3 4,195 10.0 440 15.5
ChP-interreligious 2F 41.3 1,299 45.6 1,064 41.0 736 31.5 155 46.5
57 ) | AN S F f 21.9 5,624 28.7 5,429 21.3 4,931 13.8 595 23.5
CrE i < 51.5 668 60.5 (i 53.8 468 28.1 58 70.7
C-interreligious __ = 66.6 729, 71.9 639 67.8 296 54.6 81 67.9
1oy 721t e 59.0 1.400 66.4 1.304 60.7 864 42.9 139 69.1

a For definitions of religious affiliation syvmbols, see table 1.

b See table 19 for the bases of the percentages and the reason for reporting the number of cases for each cell.
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that endogamous Catholic marriage rates vary direct-
ly with the Catholic proportions of the population
studied (17, 20). TIleer has reported similar results
for Clanada (11). The studies conducted in the United
States have two limitations: (a) Endogamous Catho-
lic marriage rates were based only on marriages re-
ported by the Catholic church. (b) Large and inter-
nally heterogenous sampling units such as dioceses or
states were used as the bases of the analyses. The
Towa marriage data greatly overcame these limita-
tions. The Towa data provided an opportunity to
retest the generalization on the basis of state-collected
marriage records as well as for Catholic church-re-
ported marriages. Counties were used as the units
of observation in the present study. The counties
represented smaller and more sociologically homogen-
ous areas than have been used in previous studies.
Also, the present study permitted a methodological
refinement in that zero-order and partial correlation
analyses were used to test the association of demo-
graphic characteristics with endogamous Catholie
marriage rates.

The 99 counties of Towa were used as the units of
observation. All state-recorded marriages involving
Catholies during the 5-year period were classified as
endogamous Catholic marriages or interreligious
Catholiec marriages. Endogamous, interreligous Catho-
lic and total frequencies of marriages involving at
least one Catholic party were developed for each
county for the first-marriage and remarriage popula-
tions. Proportions of endogamous Catholic marriages
were developed separately for each marriage popula-
tion for each county. Only couples including resident
Towa brides were used in the analyses of the state-
reported marriage data. The control on the state of
residence of the bride was necessary because out-of-
state marriages tend to be concentrated in certain
Towa counties.

Diocese records were used to obtain the frequencies
of endogamous Catholic and interreligious Catholic
marriages for each parish during the 5-year period.
Data for all parishes in the same county were com-
bined into one set of results for the frequencies of
endogamous Catholic and interreligious Clatholic mar-
riages for that county. This procedure involved an
unknown degree of error because some parishes eross-
ed county lines. Maps or other accurate delineations
of parish boundaries were unavailable. Discussion
with diccese officials led to the conclusion that the
only feasible manner in which to handle the data was
to assign all data for a given parish to the county in
which the church was located. The proportion of
endogamous Catholic marriages among all marriages
involving Catholies was determined for each county.

The number of persons listed as members of each
parish also was obtained from the diocese records. The
memberships for all parishes within each county were
combined to obtain an estimate of the Catholic popula-
tion in the county. Total county population estimates
for each year were obtained from the State Division of
Vital Statisties. The total population estimates and
the Catholic population estimates were used to obtain
the proportion of Catholies in the population of each
county for the 5-year period.

The test of the association between the endogamous

(fatholic marriage rates and the proportions of the
populations which were Catholic was based upon an
implicit assumption. It was assumed that couples, or
at least brides whg are married in a given county, had
lived and conducted their mate selection in that
county. It is not known to what degree this assump-
tion was true, but the results of the numerous pro-
pinquity studies support this assumption (14).

The degree of urbanization for each county was
based on the 1960 census definition of the proportion
of inhabitants living in places over 2,500 (5). Urban
levels also were tested for association with the endo-
gamous Catholic marriage rates.

Hypotheses

Three measures were available for Catholic endo-
gamous marriage rates for each county over the H-year
period. They were based on statereported first
marriages and remarriages and diocese-reported total
marriages. Kach of these measures was expected to
be positively related to the proportion of the Catholies
in the county population.

In counties where a high proportion of the popula-
tion is Catholie, the statistical chances of acquaint-
ance, association, dating and consequent courtship and
marriage among two previously unmarried Catholies
are high. In counties which have low Catholie popula-
tion proportions, the opportunities for a Catholic to
select a marriage partner who meets his personal
criteria and who is also a Catholic are much less. It
also is probable that, in the counties where a smaller
proportion of the population is Catholie, the socializa-
tion influences of the churches, parochial schools and
(Catholiec youth organizations are less strong than in
counties having a high proportion of Catholics. As a
result, norm saliency against interreligious marriages
may be lower among Catholic youth in counties with
low Catholic population proportions.

The second hypothesis is that Catholic endogamous
marriage rates are negatively related to the propor-
tion of the county population which is urban. The
present study has shown that interreligious marriage
rates involving bridegrooms engaged in farming were
generally lower than those involving bridegrooms in
nonfarm occupations of comparable status. These
data and general theoretical systems related to farm-
nonfarm value differences suggest that norm saliency
against interreligious marriage is greater among rural
reference groups than among urban reference groups.

The hypotheses are tested, first, by zero-order cor-
relations and, second, with appropriate partial cor-
relation analyses where such analyses appear war-
ranted.

Findings

The correlation coefficients used in testing the two
hypotheses are given in table 21. All three coefficients
for the association of the Catholic endogamous mar-
riage rates with the proportion of Catholics in the
county populations were significant beyond the 1-per-
cent level. Correlation coefficients were similar for
analyses based on the state-reported first marriages
and the diocese-reported marriages, and both exceeded
the coefficient for the state-reported remarriages.
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Table 21. Correlations among proportions of endogamous marriage

rates, Catholic proportions in county populations and
levels of urbclizuiiioinifor the 99 lowa counties, 1953-57.

State- State-
reported first reported
marriages remarriages

Diocese-
reported
marriages

Proportion of

Catholics in county

population —_____ _____0.662 0.44n 0.60#
Percent of county

population which

is wrban - 0.01 0.00 -0.12

£ r=0.20, at=19%, P < 0.05 ; r=10.26, dt=297, P < 0.01.

There was no statistical support for the other
hypothesis. The null hypotheses could not be rejected
for the relation between the Catholic endogamous
marriage rates and the proportions of urban inhabit-
ants in the counties.

Partial correlation analyses were undertaken for
some of the zero-order correlations reported in table
21. The additional correlation coefficient needed for
these analyses was the proportion of Catholies in the
population to the proportion of urban residents, 0.12.
‘When partial correlation analysis was used to control
on the urban variable, the zero-order correlation be-
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tween the diocese-reported endogamous marriage rates
and the proportions of Catholies in the county popula-
tions increased only slightly, from 0.60 to 0.62. Partial
correlation analyses with controls on the urban varia-
ble failed to change the original correlations hetween
the state-reported first or remarriage endogamous
Catholic marriage rates and the proportions of Catho-
lies in the county populations.

These partial correlation analyses indicate that the
proportion of Catholies in the population remained a
factor in the state- or diocese-reported Catholie endo-
gamous marriage rates apart from the urbanization of
the population units.

‘When the proportion of C‘atholics in the population
was controlled in partial correlation analysis, the
coeficient for the association between urbanization
and the diocese-reported Catholic endogamcus mar-
riage rates rose to -0.24, P<< 0.05. This partial correla-
tion coefficient suggested that urbanization had a
slight negative association with diocese-reported Cath-
olic endogamous marriage rates. There was no point
in testing the same relationship for the state-reported
data and urbanization.
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APPENDIX A

COMPARISONS OF STATE- AND DIOCESE-
REPORTED MARRIAGE DATA-

Much of the current knowledge about correlates of
interreligious marriages involving Catholics in the
United States is based upon analyses of Catholic
church data (8, 17, 20, 21). In some cases, generaliza-
tions based upon church data may not be properly
extended to the total populations of all endogamous or
interreligious Clatholic marriages because the Catholie
church records include only a portion of all endo-
gamous or interreligious Catholic marriages. How-
ever, until Towa began obtaining religious affiliation
of brides and grooms in 1953, there was no opportu-
nity for determining what, if any, diserepancies
existed between rates of correlates of Catholie church-
reported endogamous or interreligious Catholic mar-
riages and similar data for all endogamous or inter-
religious Catholic marriages. The present data per-
mitted identification of possible diserepancies be-
tween the two sets of data.

The marrage data collected by the Towa Division of
Vital Statistics were assumed to include all or practi-
cally all marriages performed in Towa which involved
Catholies. Data obtained from the records of the four
Towa dioceses were used for the parameters of all
Catholiec church-sanctioned endogamous and interreli-
gious Catholic marriages. These two sets of data per-
mitted development of three sets of analyses: (a)
comparisons of state and diocese-reported Catholic
endogamous, interrelicious Catholic and total mar-
riage frequencies; (b) comparisons of proportions of
endogamous or interrelicious Clatholic marriages in
each set of data; and (¢) determination of correlation
coefficients for the association of the state- and dio-
cese-reported frequencies and proportions.

Comparisons of the State- and Diocese-
Reported Marriage Frequencies

Clomparisons between the frequencies of endo-
gamous Catholic and interreligious Catholic marriages
as reported by each source of data are shown in table
A-1. These comparisons suffer from two major short-
comings: (a) The state-reported data could be divided
into first marriages and remarriages and then com-
bined for all marriages, but this control could not be
applied to the diocese data. (b) The state of residence
for the brides could be controlled for the state-report-
ed data but not for the diocese-reported data.

It was expected that the diocese-reported marriage
frequencies, especially for the interreligions marriage
types, would be less than the comparable frequencies
based on the state-reported first-marriage or total
marriage frequencies. This was expected because the
diocese data included only Catholie echurch-sanctioned
marriages. Previous analyses indicated that about 8
percent of the first marriages involving C‘atholic

4 The data reported in this section were presented as a paper,
‘“Mixed Religious Marriage Rates Among Catholics: Parish vs.
State Records.” by lLee . Burchinal and William F. Kenkel at
the National Council on Family Relations Conference. Salt Lake
City, Utah, August 1961. The authors of this bulletin wish to
acknowledge the contributions of William F. Kenkel to the
organization and discussion of data in this section.
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brides married,to Catholic bridegrooms and about 32
percent of the first marriages involving Catholic
brides and non-Catholic bridegrooms were civil cere-
monies. The diocese-marriage records would not in-
clude these marriages, although they would be inelud-
ed in state records.

Differences hetween the two sets of records might
also be expected because of differences in definitions
of religious affiliation. The state’s definition of a
(fatholie rests on self-identification. We cannot as-
sume that everyone who considers himself a Catholic
is a member of a Catholic parish or is considered a
(‘atholic according to the regulations of the Catholic
C‘hurch. Some of the state-reported endogamous or
interreligious Catholic marriages noct sanctioned hy
the Clatholic C'hurch would not be defined in the same
way by the church. Various differences can and
probably have occurred hetween self-identification or
church-recognition regarding Catholic churech mem-
bership. Differences in the definitions would be
associated with a greater or lesser number of Catholies
in one or the other set of marriage data.

Just as the state lists some interreligious marriages
and perhaps Clatholic endogamous marriages that are
unknown to the Ctatholic Churceh, the church performs
some marriarges that are unknown to the state. These
are the instances in which a couple was married
according to the eriteria of the state but not according
to those of the church and later, even many years
later, have a church-sanctioned marriage ceremony.
According to the Catholic Church, the latter ceremony
constituted the only valid marriage. These marriages
would be recorded by the Catholic Church as a mar-
riage for the year in which the Catholic marriage
ceremony was performed. However, their numbers
and the extent to which they include interreligious
(fatholic marriages are unknown.

Endogamous Catholic marriages

As shown in table A-1, the frequency of the diocese-
reported endogamous Catholic marriages was greater
than the comparable state-reported first-marriage fre-
quency for lowa resident brides. Over the 5-year
period, there were 3,509 more endogamous Catholic
marriages reported by the church than by the state
for first marriages of Towa resident brides.

A possible explanation for the unexpected result
may be the effect of the residence control for brides
which was imposed on the statereported data. When
the endogamous Catholic couples which included
brides who were not Towa residents were added to
the endogamous Catholic couples which included
brides who were Towa residents, the state-reported
frequency for first marriaces of endogamous Catholie
couples was still 2,146 cases less than the frequency
of endegamovs Catholic marriages reported by the
dioceses. The control on previous marital status may
have contributed to the greater number of diocese-
renorted endocamous Catholic marriages.

‘When the first marriageremarriage control was
also dropped from the state data. the church still
recorded 287 more endogamous Catholic marriages.
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APPENDIX A

COMPARISONS OF STATE- AND DIOCESE-
REPORTED MARRIAGE DATA-

Much of the current knowledee about correlates of
interreligious marriages involving Catholies in the
United States is based upon analyses of Catholic
church data (8, 17, 20, 21). In some cases, generaliza-
tions based upon church data may not be properly
extended to the total populations of all endogamous or
interreligious Catholic marriages because the Catholic
church records include only a portion of all endo-
gamous or interreligious Catholic marriages. How-
ever, until Towa began obtaining religious affiliation
of brides and grooms in 1953, there was no opportu-
nity for determining what, if any, diserepancies
existed between rates of correlates of Catholie church-
reported endogamous or interreligious Catholic mar-
riages and similar data for all endogamous or inter-
religious Catholic marriages. The present data per-
mitted identification of possible diserepancies be-
tween the two sets of data.

The marrage data collected by the Towa Division of
Vital Statistics were assumed to include all or practi-
cally all marriages performed in Towa which involved
Catholies. Data obtained from the records of the four
Towa dioceses were used for the parameters of all
(fatholie church-sanctioned endogamous and interreli-
gious Catholic marriages. These two sets of data per-
mitted development of three sets of analyses: (a)
comparisons of state and diocese-reported (Catholie
endogamous, interreligious Catholic and total mar-
riage frequencies; (h) comparisons of proportions of
endogamous or interreligious Catholic marriages in
each set of data; and (¢) determination of correlation
coefficients for the association of the state- and dio-
cese-reported frequencies and proportions.

Comparisons of the State- and Diocese-
Reported Marriage Frequencies

Clomparisons between the frequencies of endo-
camous Catholic and interreligious Clatholic marriages
as reported by each source of data are shown in table
A-1. These comparisons suffer from two major short-
comings: (a) The state-reported data could be divided
into first marriages and remarriages and then com-
bined for all marriages, but this control could not be
applied to the diocese data. (b) The state of residence
for the brides could be controlled for the state-report-
ed data but not for the diocesereported data.

It was expected that the diocese-reported marriage
frequencies, especially for the interreligious marriage
types, would be less than the comparable frequencies
based on the state-reported first-marriage or total
marriage frequencies. This was expected because the
diocese data included only Catholie church-sanctioned
marriages. Previous analyses indicated that about 8
percent of the first marriages involving Catholie

4 The data reported in this section were presented as a paper,
“Mixed Religious Marriage Rates Among Catholics: Parish vs.
State Records.” by Tee (. Burchinal and William F. Kenkel at
the National Council on Family Relations Conference. Salt T.ake
City, Utah, August 1961. The authors of this bulletin wish to
acknowledse the contributions of William F. Kenkel to the
organization and discussion of data in this section.
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brides married to Catholic bridegrooms and about 32
percent of the first marriages involving Catholic
brides and non-Catholiec bridegrooms were civil cere-
monies. The diocese-marriage records would not in-
clude these marriages, although they would be includ-
ed in state records.

Differences hetween the two sets of records might
also be expected because of differences in definitions
of religious affiliation. The state’s definition of a
(fatholic rests on self-identification. We cannot as-
sume that everyone who considers himself a Catholic
is a member of a Catholiec parish or is considered a
(fatholic according to the regulations of the Catholic
(‘hurch. Some of the state-reported endogamous or
interreligious Catholic marriages not sanctioned hy
the Clatholie Church would not be defined in the same
way by the church. Various differences can and
probably have oceurred between self-identification or
church-recognition recarding Catholic church mem-
bership. Differences in the definitions would be
associated with a greater or lesser number of Catholies
in one or the other set of marriage data.

Just as the state lists some interreligious marriages
and perhaps Catholic endogamous marriages that are
unknown to the Catholiec Church, the church performs
some marriarges that are unknown to the state. These
are the instances in which a couple was married
aceording to the eriteria of the state but not according
to those of the church and later, even many years
later, have a church-sanctioned marriage ceremony.
According to the Catholie Church, the latter ceremony
constituted the only valid marriage. These marriages
would be recorded by the Catholic Church as a mar-
riage for the year in which the Catholic marriage
ceremony was performed. However, their numbers
and the extent to which they inelude interreligious
(fatholic marriages are unknown.

Endogamous Catholic marriages

As shown in table A-1, the frequency of the diocese-
reported endogamous Catholic marriages was greater
than the comparable state-reported first-marriage fre-
quency for lowa resident brides. Over the 5-year
period, there were 3,509 more endogamous Catholic
marriages reported by the chureh than by the state
for first marriages of Towa resident brides.

A possible explanation for the unexpected result
may be the effect of the residence control for brides
which was imposed on the state-reported data. When
the endogamous Catholic couples which inecluded
brides who were not Towa residents were added to
the endogamous Catholic couples which included
brides who were Towa residents, the state-reported
frequency for first marriages of endogamous Catholie
couples was still 2,146 cases less than the frequency
of endogamovs (atholic marriages reported by the
dicceses. The control on previous marital status may
have contributed to the greater number of diocese-
reported endogamous Catholic marriages.

‘When the first marriageremarriage control wes
also dropped from the state data, the church still
recorded 287 more endogamous Catholic marriages.



Table A-1.
lowa, 1953-57.

Frequencies of endogamous, interreligious and all marriages involving Catholics based on

state- and diocese-marriage records,

State-reported marriages

Iowa resident brides

All brides Catholic diocese-
L]

reported marriages

First
marriages

All

Marriage types Remarriages

marriages

Endogamous Catholic

marriages —__—__________12,000 1,051 13,0561
Interreligious Catholic

marriages ______ IS & 1,758 6,989
All marriages

involving Catholics _____17,231 2,809 20,040

The deletion of the resident and remarriage controls
brought the state and church records more closely in
line with one another. Apparently, the endogamous
Catholic marriages reported by the dioceses contained
a significant number of marriages involving out-of-
state brides and remarriages.

Interreligious Catholic marriages

For the b-year period, the dioceses reported 94
more interreligious marriages than were reported by
the state for first marriages involving lowa resident
brides. When the residence control was dropped, the
state reported 2,535 more interreligious first mar-
riages than the church. When the resident status was
ignored and when first marriages and remarriages
were combined, the state reported 6,268 more inter-
religious marriages than did the dioceses. Put differ-
ently, when all marriages were used, the state re-
ported more than twice as many Catholic interreli-
gious marriages as did the dioceses.

All marriages involving Catholics

The church recorded about 6,000 fewer marriages
with at least one Catholic party than did the state
during the H-year period. Church and state reports,
however, were only about 400 marriages apart, with
the church recording the lower number, when remar-
riages were excluded from the state data. If only the
data for marriages which involved resident Iowa
brides were used, the dioceses reported about 800
more marriages involving a Catholic than did the
state. Finally, diocese records showed 3,603 more
marriages involving a Catholic than did the state-
reported first marriages of Towa resident brides.

Endogamous and Interreligious Catholic Marriage Rates

The data in table A-1 were used to compute the
proportions of endogamous Catholic marriages among
all marriages involving at least one Catholic. The
endogamy rates varied according to the source and
type of data: 65 percent of all state-reported mar-
riages which involved a (fatholic were endogamous; 70
percent of all state-reported first marriages which
involved a Catholic were endogamous; and 74 percent
of all diocese-reported marriages were endogamous.
Only 37 percent of the state-reported remarriages
which involved a Catholic were endogamous.

Correlations Among State- and
Diocese-Reported Marriage Data

Correlation coefficients were obtained for the asso-
clation of the state- and diocese-reported marriage
data based upon the 99 Towa counties. For these

First All
marriages Remarriages nl:,il'l'i;lg’f‘S
13,363 1,859 15,222 15,509
7,860 3,733 11,593 5,325
21,223 5,592 26,815 20,834

analyses, the statereported data were limited to
couples which included resident lowa brides. For
the state data, the county in which the wedding
occurred was used to aggregate frequencies. The
county in which the parish church was located was
used in a similar manner for the diocese data. All
data were based on the 1953-57 period.

A low correlation, r=0.218, was observed for the
relationship between the frequency of the state-report-
ed endogamous Catholiec first marriages per county
and the frequency of diocese-reported endogamous
Catholic marriages. When the remarriages were
included among state-reported endogamous Catholic
marriages, the correlation bhetween all state-reported
endogamous Catholic marriages and the diocese-re-
ported endogamous Catholic marriages rose to 0.997.
An almost perfect correlation, r=0.996, also was
obtained between the state-reported marriage frequen-
cies for all first marriages involving at least one
Catholic party, whether endogamous Catholic or inter-
religious, and all diocese-reported marriage frequen-
cies. In a similar manner, a nearly perfect correlation,
r=0.993, was discovered between all state-reported
marriages, including both first marriages and remar-
riages, involving at least one Catholic party and all
diocese-reported marriage frequencies.

The rise in the correlation coefficients between first
and total state-reported endogamous Catholic mar-
riage frequencies and the diocese-reported endogamous
Catholic marriage frequencies was apparently due to
the inclusion of the remarriage data in the state-
reported frequencies. The correlation coefficients
between the frequencies of diocese-reported endo-
gamous or. interreligious Catholic marriages or all
marriages involving Catholics and the three compar-
able figures for all state-reported marriages indicated
that the three sets of frequencies were almost per-
fectly related to each other. These near perfect re-
lationships existed even though the original frequen-
cies in each set of data showed large differences.
Apparently these differences were relatively uniform
among the 99 Towa counties.

The correlation for the relationship between the
proportions of endogamous Catholic marriages among
all state-reported first marriages which involved
‘atholies and the diocese-reported proportions among
all marriages was 0.860. A correlation of 0.778 was
observed between the proportions of endogamous
Catholic marriages among the statereported mar-
riages and remarriages involving one or more Catho-
liecs and the diocese-reported proportions among all
marriages.

Implications
The purpose of the analyses of the two sets of
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marriage data was to determine to what degree
generalizations about endogamous and interreligious
Catholic marriage patterns which have been based on
Catholic church records could be extended to the
total population of endogamous and interreligious
(fatholic marriages. The total population of such
marriages would include those marriages sanctioned
by the Catholic Church as well as those marriages
which were not valid church marriages. Comparisons
of marriage data collected by the Towa Division of
Vital Statistics and similar data reported by the
Towa dioceses permit the only available tests of this
methodological problem.

The differences and similarities in the two sets of
Towa data suggest inferences which may be applicable
beyond the borders of Towa and beyond the 5-year
period of observation. At least two characteristies of
Towa, however, may limit generalizations based on the
present analyses. One, Towa is only slightly more
urban, 53 percent, than rural according to the 1960
census. Two, Catholics constitute appoximately 16
percent of the lowa population. Iowa is not typical
of the nation in either characteristic. Relationships
between marriage data based on Catholic church re-
cords and parameters for all marriages involving
Catholies, represented by the state-reported data in
Towa, may vary with a number of other characteris-
tics. Such characteristics may include the ranges and
medians of the Catholie proportion in the population,
levels of urbanism and associated educational and
occupational structures, ethnic composition, or the
socio-economic levels of the Catholic and non-Catholie
populations in the areas under study.

Nevertheless, the Towa data represent the only basis
for comparisons between the two sets of data. On the
basis of the two sets of lowa data, it appears that
Catholic church-reported marriage data and the cor-
responding data for the population of Catholies who
married in a given period of time differ in the
following ways:

1. The church data include significantly fewer
marriages with at least one Catholic party. The
total number of such marriages obtained from the
diocese records was about 77 percent of the number
of marriages with at least one Catholic recorded by
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the state. Presumably most of the difference can be
accounted for by Catholics who are married in a civil
ceremony only.

2. The church data include more Catholic endo-
gamous marriages. The reasons for this are not
apparent from the present study. The dioceses may
report some cases of endogamous marriages which the
state does not because of subsequent religious valida-
tion of civil marriage ceremonies. Data are not avail-
able to suggest other factors which may have contri-
buted to this diserepancy.

3. A 9-percent higher rate of endogamous Catho-
lic marriages is reported by the dioceses than by the
state for all marriages involving Catholics. When
the diocese data and state-reported first-marriage
frequencies are compared, the dioceses report a 4-per-
cent higher rate of endogamous Catholic marriages.

4. Fewer interreligious Catholic marriages are re-
ported by the dioceses. This difference is particularly
pronounced if remarriages are included in the state
data. If remarriages are included, the state records
showed over twice as many interreligious Catholic
marriages (11,593 vs. 5,325) as the church’s records.
Apparently, Catholics who are parties to interreli-
gious marriages are less prone to have a Catholic
ceremony, and Catholies who are parties to interreli-
gious remarriages are decidedly less likely than other
(fatholies to have a Catholic marriage ceremony.

5. Finally, the correlation data suggest that dis-
crepancies in state- and diocese-reported data are
apparently relatively consistent among the 99 coun-
ties in Towa. When remarriages are included among
the state-reported data, the absolute frequencies of
endogamous (Catholiec marriages and of all marriages
involving Catholics were highly correlated with the
comparable diocese marriage frequencies. High re-
lationships also were found between the proportions
of endogamous Catholic marriages based on state-
reported first or total marriages and the proportion of
endogamous Catholic marriages based on the diocese
data. These relationships suggest that correlates of
interreligious Catholic marriages which have been
established on diocese-reported data probably can be
generalized to the total population of endogamous or
interreligious Catholic marriages.



Table A-1.
lowa, 1953-57.

Frequencies of endogamous, interreligious and all marriages involving Catholics based on state- and diocese-marriage records,

State-reported marriages

Iowa resident brides

All brides Catholic diocese-
L]

reported marriages

First All

Marriage types marriages Remarriages

marriages

First } All
marriages Remarriages marriages

Endogamous Catholic

marriages _—_—__—_______ 12,000 1,051 13,051 13,363 1,859 15,222 15,509
Interreligious Catholic

TSPPIAES: et LSS e 5,281 1,758 6,989 7,860 3,788 11,598 5,325
All marriages )

involving Catholics _____17,231 2,809 20,040 21,223 5,592 26,815 20,834

The deletion of the resident and remarriage controls
brought the state and church records more closely in
line with one another. Apparently, the endogamous
Catholic marriages reported by the dioceses contained
a significant number of marriages involving out-of-
state brides and remarriages.

Interreligious Catholic marriages

For the 5-year period, the dioceses reported 94
more interreligious marriages than were reported by
the state for first marriages involving lowa resident
brides. When the residence control was dropped, the
state reported 2,535 more interreligious first mar-
riages than the church. When the resident status was
ignored and when first marriages and remarriages
were combined, the state reported 6,268 more inter-
religious marriages than did the dioceses. Put differ-
ently, when all marriages were used, the state re-
ported more than twice as many Catholic interreli-
gious marriages as did the dioceses.

All marriages involving Catholics

The church recorded about 6,000 fewer marriages
with at least one Catholic party than did the state
during the 5-year period. Church and state reports,
however, were only about 400 marriages apart, with
the church recording the lower number, when remar-
riages were excluded from the state data. If only the
data for marriages which involved resident Iowa
brides were used, the dioceses reported about 800
more marriages involving a Catholic than did the
state. Finally, diocese records showed 3,603 more
marriages involving a (‘atholic than did the state-
reported first marriages of lowa resident brides.

Endogamous and Interreligious Catholic Marriage Rates

The data in table A-1 were used to compute the
proportions of endogamous Catholic marriages among
all marriages involving at least one Catholic. The
endogamy rates varied according to the source and
type of data: 65 percent of «ll state-reported mar-
riages which involved a Catholic were endogamous; 70
percent of all statereported first marriages which
involved a Catholic were endogamous; and 74 percent
of all diocese-reported marriages were endogamous.
Only 37 percent of the statereported remarriages
which involved a Catholic were endogamous.

Correlations Among State- and
Diocese-Reported Marriage Data

Correlation coefficients were obtained for the asso-
ciation of the state- and diocese-reported marriage
data based upon the 99 Towa counties. For these

analyses, the statereported data were limited to
couples which included resident lowa brides. For
the state data, the county in which the wedding
occurred was used to aggregate frequencies. The
county in which the parish church was located was
used in a similar manner for the diocese data. All
data were based on the 1953-57 period.

A low correlation, r=0.218, was observed for the
relationship between the frequency of the state-report-
ed endogamous Catholic first marriages per county
and the frequency of diocese-reported endogamous
Catholic marriages. When the remarriages were
included among state-reported endogamous Catholie
marriages, the correlation between all state-reported
endogamous Catholic marriages and the diocese-re-
ported endogamous Catholic marriages rose to 0.997.
An almost perfect correlation, r=0.996, also was
obtained between the state-reported marriage frequen-
cies for all first marriages involving at least one
Catholic party, whether endogamous Catholie or inter-
religious, and all diocese-reported marriage frequen-
cies. In a similar manner, a nearly perfect correlation,
r=0.993, was discovered between all state-reported
marriages, including both first marriages and remar-
riages, involving at least one Catholic party and all
diocese-reported marriage frequencies.

The rise in the correlation coefficients between first
and total statereported endogamous Catholic mar-
riage frequencies and the diocese-reported endogamous
Catholic marriage frequencies was apparently due to
the inclusion of the remarriage data in the state-
reported frequencies. The correlation coefficients
between the frequencies of diocese-reported endo-
gamous or interreligious Catholic marriages or all
marriages involving Catholics and the three compar-
able figures for all state-reported marriages indicated
that the three sets of frequencies were almost per-
fectly related to each other. These near perfect re-
lationships existed even though the original frequen-
cies in each set of data showed large differences.
Apparently these differences were relatively uniform
among the 99 Towa counties.

The correlation for the relationship between the
proportions of endogamous Catholic marriages among
all state-reported first marriages which involved
(Catholies and the diocese-reported proportions among
all marriages was 0.860. A correlation of 0.778 was
observed between the proportions of endogamous
Catholic marriages among the state-reported mar-
riages and remarriages involving one or more Catho-
lics and the diocese-reported proportions among all
marriages.

Implications

The purpose of the analyses of the two sets of
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marriage data was to determine to what degree
generalizations about endogamous and interreligious
Catholic marriage patterns which have been based on
Catholie church records could be extended to the
total population of endogamous and interreligious
(‘atholic marriages. The total population of such
marriages would include those marriages sanctioned
by the Catholic Church as well as those marriages
which were not valid church marriages. Comparisons
of marriage data collected by the lowa Division of
Vital Statistics and similar data reported by the
Towa dioceses permit the only available tests of this
methodological problem.

The differences and similarities in the two sets of
fowa data suggest inferences which may be applicable
beyond the borders of Towa and beyond the 5-year
period of observation. At least two characteristics of
Tlowa, however, may limit generalizations based on the
present analyses. Omne, lowa is only slightly more
urban, 53 percent, than rural according to the 1960
census. Two, Catholics constitute appoximately 16
percent of the Towa population. Towa is not typical
of the nation in either characteristic. Relationships
between marriage data based on Catholic church re-
cords and parameters for all marriages involving
Catholies, represented by the state-reported data in
Iowa, may vary with a number of other characteris-
tics. Such characteristics may include the ranges and
medians of the Clatholic proportion in the population,
levels of urbanism and associated educational and
occupational structures, ethnic composition, or the
socio-economic levels of the Catholic and non-Catholic
populations in the areas under study.

Nevertheless, the Towa data represent the only basis
for comparisons between the two sets of data. On the
basis of the two sets of lowa data, it appears that
Catholic church-reported marriage data and the cor-
responding data for the population of Catholies who
married in a given period of time differ in the
following ways:

1. The church data include significantly fewer
marriages with at least one Catholic party. The
total number of such marriages obtained from the
diocese records was about 77 percent of the number
of marriages with at least one Catholic recorded by
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the state. Presumably most of the difference can be
accounted for by Catholics who are married in a civil
ceremony only.

2. The church data include more Catholic endo-
gamous marriages. The reasons for this are not
apparent from the present study. The dioceses may
report some cases of endogamous marriages which the
state does not because of subsequent religious valida-
tion of civil marriage ceremonies. Data are not avail-
able to suggest other factors which may have contri-
buted to this diserepancy.

3. A 9-percent higher rate of endogamous Catho-
lic marriages is reported by the dioceses than by the
state for all marriages involving Catholics. When
the diocese data and state-reported first-marriage
frequencies are compared, the dioceses report a 4-per-
cent higher rate of endogamous Catholic marriages.

4. Fewer interreligious Catholic marriages are re-
ported by the dioceses. This difference is particularly
pronounced if remarriages are included in the state
data. If remarriages are included, the state records
showed over twice as many interreligious Catholic
marriages (11,593 vs. 5,325) as the church’s records.
Apparently, Catholics who are parties to interreli-
gious marriages are less prone to have a Catholie
ceremony, and Catholics who are parties to interreli-
gious remarriages are decidedly less likely than other
(fatholies to have a Catholic marriage ceremony.

5. Finally, the correlation data suggest that dis-
crepancies in state- and diocese-reported data are
apparently relatively consistent among the 99 coun-
ties in Towa. When remarriages are included among
the state-reported data, the absolute frequencies of
endogamous Catholic marriages and of all marriages
involving Catholics were highly correlated with the
comparable diocese marriage frequencies. High re-
lationships also were found between the proportions
of endogamous Catholic marriages based on state-
reported first or total marriages and the proportion of
endogamous Catholic marriages based on the diocese
data. These relationships suggest that correlates of
interreligious Catholic marriages which have been
established on diocese-reported data probably can be
generalized to the total population of endogamous or
interreligious C‘atholic marriages.



APPENDIX

GLOSSARY OF CONCEPTS AND TERMS
USED IN THE BULLETIN

[

6.

Catholic church affiliation - The Towa marriage
record form simply asks ‘‘Religious Denomina-
tion’" and is followed by a blank. Generally, the
person performing the wedding completes the
form. Any person for whom Catholic was re-
ported was classified as having a Catholie church
affiliation.

Church-Protestant affiliation - Any person for
whom a Protestant denomination was listed on
the marriage record was defined as having a
church-Protestant church affiliation. The term
church-Protestant was used to distinguish be-
tween those persons for whom a Protestant de-
nomination was reported and those persons who
were reported to be Protestants but for whom no
denomination was reported and those who were
reported to have no religious affiliation.

Church sanctioned weddings - These were wed-
dings which were performed by clergymen re-
gardless of the setting of the wedding—whether
it was in a church, the clergyman’s home or
elsewhere.

Cwil weddings - These were weddings which
were performed by any authorized civil official.

First marriages - These were first marriages for
both spouses.

Interreligious marriages - In this study, inter-
religious marriages were represented by mar-
riages of Catholies with mon-Catholies or by
church-Protestants with nonchurch-Protestants.

Migratory marriages -Any marriage involving a
bride who was not a resident of Towa at the time
of marriage was defined as a migratory mar-

riage.

No religious affiliation - This term refers only
to persons for whom ‘‘none’” or ‘‘no’’ religion

was reported on the marriage record.

Norm saliency - A social norm is a cultural pro-
duct of a eroup or society designed to regulate
members’ behavior by defining what is the ex-
pected or the ideal behavior in a given context.
In complex societies as our own which are under-
ooing secularization of values, endogamous mate
selection norms which previously may have been
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accepted generally may vary in the degree to
which they are currently reinforced among sub-
eroupings in the society. Saliency is used to de-
seribe the degree to which adherence to the norm
is expected of members of various subgroups in
our society. In this study, norm saliency is
measured by the proportion of persons from
some group who entered religious endogamous
marriages, thus, adhering to the religious endo-
gamy norm, or, inversely, by the proportion of
persons from the same group who entered inter-
religious marriages, thus, deviating from the
norm.

Protestant - In this bulletin, Protestant refers to
persons for whom only the term Protestant, but
for whom no specific denomination was reported
on the marriage record. This usage is more
restricted than the usual definition of Protestant
which generally includes any member of a Prot-
estant denomination.

Reference group - Reference groups are groups
in which a person usually interacts, although
they may be collectivities with whom he identi-
fies by establishing a symbolic relationship but
with whom he does not have personal interaction.
The important characteristic of reference groups
is that they are groups from which one derives
normative orientations, self-perceptions, self-eval-
uations and legitimation for his behavior. Ideal-
ly, a person’s reference groups can be establish-
ed only by obtaining information which deseribes
with what groups an individual identifies and,
hence, derives his standards for his behavior, In
this study, measures of persons’ reference groups
were limited to data available from the Tow:
marriage records.

Religious endogamy norm - This is one of the
several American mate selection norms which
prescribe selection of marriage partners from
one’s status level, education level, ethnie group,
nationality and religious affiliation and, in the
case of race, which virtually require selection of
marriage partners from the same racial group as
one’s own. Religiously endogamous marriages
represent adherence to the preseribed religious
endogamy norm. They are defined in this study
as marriages of Catholies to Catholies or ¢hurch-
Protestants to church-Protestants,

Remarriage - The term remarriage is used in this
bulletin to deseribe any couple where either or
hoth parties had been married previously.
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