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Identification and Measurement of Inefficiencies 
tn Leasing Systems1 

(An Application of Linear Progra1nming) 

BY MICHELE DEBENEDICTIS AND JOHN F. TIMMONS2 

This study is directed toward developing pro­
cedures for identifying, measuring and appraising 
intratemporal dissociations between benefits and 
costs on rented farms. Development of these 
procedures is expected to provide further insight 
into the r esource structure and operation of a 
firm in which multiple interests are present. 

Recent studies appear to have achieved a 
satisfactory agreement in defining the functions 
of a lease, thus providing a common starting point 
for economic analysis. 3 Chryst and Timmons have 
summarizd the purposes of farm rent: 

1. It helps allocate resources among particular 
kinds and amounts of uses in the productive 
process. 

2. It distributes returns between landlord and 
tenant from the joint use of their combined re­
sources. 

3. It helps to keep landlords and tenants work­
ing together as t eams, which is necessary in the 
continued joint use of their combined resources.' 

This interpretation of a farm lease provides a 
useful frame of reference for analyzing leasing 
problems. It is possible to measure deviations, 
whether induced by institutions or other causes, 
from optimum attainment of the functions of the 
lease. 

Surveys made t o detect criteria motivating 
behavior of landlords and tenants have suggested 
an acceptance of these functions of the lease. 5 

PROBLEMS GENERATED BY INTRAFIRM MULTIPLE 
INTERESTS 

In traditional economic theory, the firm is con­
ceived of as the effective decision-making unit in 

1 Project 1043, Iowa Agricultural and Home Econom ics Exper im ent 
Station. 
2 Formerly research assistant. Iowa st.ate Unive1-s ity, now professor 
of economics , University of N aples ; and professor o! economics, Iow a 
State Un ivers ity; respective ly. 
3 Heady, E. 0 . Econom ics of agricul tural production and resource 
use. Prentice-Ha ll , New Yor k. 1 952 . Chryst, W . E . and Timmons, 
J. F. Adjusting farm rents to changes in prices, costs and production . 
Iowa Agr. E xp . Sta. Specia l Re11ort No. 9. 19 55 . 
4 Chryst and Timmons, ibid. p . 7. 
5 Timmons, J . F. Improving farm rental arrangements in Iowa. Iowa 
Agr. E x p. Sta. R es. Bui. 393 . 19 53. 

whatever production activity is considered. To 
this definition of a firm, economic analysis has 
traditionally added a set of collateral character­
istics in terms of which the theory of the firm 
has been formulated. Particularly relevant to 
this study is the assumed perfect association be­
tween input contributor and return receiver with­
in the firm, to the effect that, under certain 
conditions, the resource owner receives the mar­
ginal value product of the resource he contributes.0 

This association is attained by assuming the 
existence of an entrepreneur in whose hands are 
centralized the power, responsibility and con­
sequences of decision-making. He owns or hires 
factors of production, and he acts to attain a 
position of profit maximization for the firm as a 
whole. 7 

The assumption of the traditional theory, by 
which benefits and costs are perfectly associated 
in the hands of the entrepreneur, would be justi­
fied in farms operated by their owners. 8 This, 
of course makes allowances for interspatial and 
intertemporal dissociations of costs and benefits.9 

The owner-operator, under those conditions could 
attain an optimum allocation of resources to 
maximize his profits.1° For a rented farm, how­
ever, the situation is very different. Since re­
sources are furnished separately by landowner 
and tenant and since the decision-making process 

6 The residual imputationa l procedures f or resource valuation assume 
( 1) the ma rket va lue of eaeh r esource is equal to it s margina l value 
product, a nd (2) the fi rm is operating under constan t r eturns to scale. 
' This is the concept developed by J. R. Hicks. Va lue and cap ital. 
Oxford Un iversit y P r ess, Ox ford . 1941. p. 86. 
8 Ibid., Ch. 6 . Hicks states the necessary co ndit ions to maxi mi ze l) rofi ts 
as follows: 

a. The price-ratio between two products must equal the m arginal 
rate of subst itution between the two products. 

b. The price-ratio between any two factors must equal their mar­
gi nal rate of substi tut ion . 

c . The price-ratio between any f actor and any product must equal 
the margina l r ate of transform ation between t he factor a nd t he 
product. 

Besides these necessary conditions, H icks adds two stabili ty cond it ions 
which a re: a dim inishing marg in al rate of transformation for the 
factor-product and the factor-factor relationships and an increasing 
marg in a l r ate o f substitution fo r t he product-product relatio nship. 
Supposing t hat the fa rmer 's capital avail ability is lim ited, which is 
the ordinary case, then if t he first two necessary conditions ho]d­
condit ion s a and b----the margin al unit of each factor or service avplied 
to diffe rent uses obtain s t he same rate of returns w ithi n t he multiple­
product ag ricu lt ura l !i nn . 
9 For further e laboration, see: Timmo ns , J. F . Economic fram ework 
for water shed development. Jour. Farm Econ . 46: 1178. 1954 . 
10 Assum ing single-valued expectations. 
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is not united in a single entrepreneur but is 
variably split between the resource contributors, 
the theoretical conditions for profit maximization 
may not be attained. In effect, at the time when 
an agreement on _ the initial contributions of 
resources is made, the division of returns also is 
stipulated. This agreement may vary from al- · 
most complete abstention of the landlord regard­
ing decision-making ( cash lease), to an inter­
mediate combination of mutual decision-making 
( crop-share lease), to a form of cooperative 
decision-making by both parties ( certain livestock 
shares) .11 The division of decision-making within 
the firm engenders conflicts of interests between 
the two parties involved and may produce resource 
misallocations which are directly attributable to 
leasing arrangements. 

Even though this study places major emphasis 
upon potential inefficiencies inherent in the ,, ex­
istence of multiple interests within the firm, it 
is necessary to point out that several economic 
advantages may be attained by individuals through 
leasing. For instance, severe capital limitations 
of an endogenous nature can be relaxed through 
leasing. Capital limitations might induce the 
entrepreneur to plan over short periods, because 
survival of the firm becomes basic for continued 
farm operation. A landlord-with a fixed 'amount 
of land and scarce operating capital may achieve 
an optimum amount of resource quantity through 
combination with a tenant, labor and capital. 
Conversely, the capital which would be used by· a 
tenant for purchase of land is used for acquiring 
other productive resources. 

In the area of endogenous capital limitation, 
the presence of the "principle of increasing risk" 
suggests that the size of production unit might 
be larger under renting than under proprietor­
ship. In fact, the risks associated with a larger 
outlay may be spread under certain types of 
leases, particularly share leases. 

Finally, _sharing of uncertainties connected with 
yields and prices may be an incentive to expand 
the size of the firm. The existence of larger 
farms in acres under share leases may be partly 
explained by the increased propensity for sharing 
m.certainties. 

THE PROBLEM DELIMITED FOR THIS STUDY 

After the initial interest by early economists 
in the problems raised by rental contracts, re­
search became oriented toward investigations 
largely descriptive in nature. Extensive surveys 
on the proportions of the various forms of leases 
and shares of contributions and products, mainly 
in the attempt to identify leasing customs, were 
carried out. More recently, however, emphasis 
has turned toward studies and investigations of 
a more analytical nature. 

The trend of recent research seems to have 

11 This division is based on types of ieases most common in the Mid• 
west; however, they reflect gene ra l categories of leases present e lsewhere. 
.For a further discussion of lease characteri stics , .see :. Hur,lburt., Y . . L . 
Fa rm rental practices and _ problems _jn the Mid1-Yest. __ Iow a Agr. Exp . 
Sta , Res. Bui. 41 6. 19 54. 

followed two main routes: (1) exploration of the 
theory of the firm under situations with split 
ownership of resources and (2) empirical analysis 
of the existing leasing arrangements to identify 
lack of fulfillment of optimum conditions in cer­
tain areas12 at specific points of time and to 
compare productivities of resources between al­
t ernative tenure arrangements .1 3 Less stress has 
been laid upon the empirical isolation for indi­
vidual farms of eventual deviations from postu­
lated incentive conditions. The techniques most 
often employed l:!,re descriptive analysis, produc­
tivity analysis using single equation models and, 
more recently, linear programming. 

Within the context of earlier research, this 
study is specifically concerned with (1) the im­
pact of the intratemporal dissociation between 
benefits and costs on resource allocation and in­
come distribution in a typical crop-share-cash 
lease, (2) an analysis of the impact of alternative 
leasing arrangements on the initial collection of 
resources and (3) an analysis of the effect of re­
laxing some resource restrictions on optimum 
farm plans. Linear programming is the analytical 
tool used, and the analysis of the initial situation 
is carried out for the period 1951-55.1 4 

OBJECTIVES OF STUDY 

This study has the general objective of develop­
ing methods for empirically testing hypotheses 
which have been presented theoretically in the 
literature. Further hypotheses, advanced in the 
following chapter, are also tested. 

In the light of this general objective, the specific 
objectives of this study are as follows: 

1. To isolate· and identify leasing-engendered 
imperfections through intrafirm analysis of re­
source aJ.location. The emphasis is essentially 
•methodological, since the primary goal is to devise 
an analytical procedure or to adapt available 
.analytical tools to detect and measure tenure im­
pacts .. on re&ource allocation within the firm. 

Within this--general area, and on the basis of 
the methodologf _developed, the following specific 
bbjectives are pµrsued: (a) to point out basic 
-bargaining conflicts between landlord and tenant 
under typical resource restrictions; (b) to evalu­
ate the impact on resource allocation generated 
by alternative leasing arrangements and alterna­
tive resource restrictions. 

2. To draw preliminary conclusions on the types 
of adjustments needed in farm leases and rented 
farms, both with respect to types of leases, given 
certain resource restrictions, and levels of resource 
combination, given certain leasing arrangements. 

THE PLAN OF THIS REPORT 

This study has four major parts : (1) develop-

12 See Iowa Agr . Exp. Sta, Res. Bulo. 386, 393 , 416, 425, 426, 44 5 
a nd J;;;pecial Revort No. 9. 
". See Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta. Res . Buis. 433 and 461. 
14 Only the eventual deviations induced by intratemporal di ssoci:ltions 
are taken into consideration. Intertemporal dissociations , probl~ms o! 
long-term combinations of landlord and tenant resou rces and effects 
of prices, cost and yield variations on stability of leases are re ;Ognized 
but are outside the objectives of this study. 



ment of a theoretical framework for appraisal of 
res~:mrce u~e in r ental arrangements, (2) adap­
tation of lmear programming procedure to the 
analysis of tenancy problematic situations, (3) 
application of this analytical model to selected 
resource and lease situations with results and 
·their interpretation and ( 4) suggestions for 
further research in the extension and use of the 
methods presented. 

The theoretical framework is a synthesis and 
reorganization of relevant concepts advanced in 
current literature on leasing theory. It provides 
the elements necessary for the formulation of 
hypotheses to be tested in following sections in 
which linear programming is employed as an 
analytical tool to identify and measure lease­
engendered imperfections. 

The approach differs from previous studies in 
the general area of land tenure and production 
economics in two main respects. First, this study 
endeavors to determine, in addition to the opti­
mum positions for the two parties, the feasible 
intermediary positions between the two optima, 
pointing out the possibility of alternative farm 
plans within a given lease. Second instead of 
considering discrete changes in landlord and tenant 
capital restrictions, the modification of the linear 
programming simplex solution is used, which 
allows for continuous variation in the operating 
capital. The methods developed are applied to a 
typical lease and rented farm in north-central 
Iowa. Varying lease and resource situations are 
also analyzed. 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK FOR 
IDENTIFICATION AND ANALYSIS OF 

LEASING PROBLEMS 

In the traditional approach, the firm is assumed 
to be operating in perfectly competitive markets 
for both products and factors. The entrepreneur 
makes decisions, bears the costs and receives the 
returns. Traditionally, this type of firm has be­
come the operational norm from which deviations 
are measured. 

The economic setting within which any lease is 
assumed to function is characterized by the follbw­
ing conditions: (1) competition (abstracting from 
the imperfections inherent in the lease) and 
private ownership of resources prevail and (2) 
the existing price system provides the measure 
for efficiency in resource allocation. 

The amount of variability between rental agree­
ments is considerable. Each farm situation is 
unique. To draw conclusions and recommendations 
of general validity, it becomes helpful to use the 
theoretically perfect lease as a point of departure 
for an analysis. A perfect lease, as a leasing 
goal, should bring about the most efficient al­
location of resources. The t est of a leasing ar­
rangement with respect to its efficiency is whether 
it allows fulfillment of the conditions necessary 
for the maximization of profits by the individual 
firm . The leasing system thus becomes inefficient 
if it hinders allocation of resources in the achieve-

ment of these conditions: (1) a combination of 
enterprises which will equate the marginal returns 
of re_sou~ces employed in each enterprise, (2) 
substitut10n of factors such that the ratio of their 
marginal productivities is equal to the ratio of 
their prices, (3) combination of variable with 
fixed resources such that marginal returns and 
costs for the former are equated and ( 4) an over­
all scale of operations which equates marginal 
costs and returns at a level consistent with the 
cost-price relationships and normal uncertainties 
of the market .1 5 

These conditions may be stated in an alternative 
way. To have an efficient lease which maximizes 
the plan for the farm as a whole as well as the 
plans of both the landlord and the tenant four in­
centive conditions have been proposed.16 These con­
ditions within the lease are: (1) the share of the 
factor of variable input must be the same as · the 
share of output obtained from it, (2) the share of 
all the products must be the same, (3) each re­
source owner must receive the full share of the 
product earned by each unit of resource he ·con­
tributes and ( 4) each resource ownel' must have 
an op:portunity to r~ceive ~ return on ~investment 
ma~e m one production _per10d but not forth:cornift.g 
until a ~ubsequent period. These conditionsr'"~a~ 
be considered as ,,necessary but not, sufficient. 
The sufficient condition for the perfect lease ,,is 
the availability of capital. •· · ·· · 

The_ applicatio1:, of_ these criteria is hypotheti­
c~l~:y: illustrated m ~1g. 1. The production pos­
~1b1hty curve on which the rented firm operates 
1s represented by PP; the reduction in revenue 
with respect to the analogous curve P' P' is 
assumed to be induced by imperfections inherent 
in the lease arrangement. An adjustment in the 

,n The third condi tion is on]y valid for allocating resources within the 
firm in t he short-r u n_ period of production. A lso, it should be pointed r~;mt;,at these cond 1t10ns are not a ll fu lfi11ed on m any owner-operated 

" Hurlburt, op. cit., p. 86. 
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leasing arrangement, guaranteeing fulfillment of 
the previously mentioned conditions, would make 
possible the shift to curve P' P'. The curve is 
assumed to be characteristic of a firm owning 
the same collection of factors of production but 
having no schism in the decision-making and in 
the sharing of costs and returns. 

Because of rigidity injected by customs and 
traditions, the possibility of continuous substi­
tution between the income of landlord and tenant, 
as suggested by curves such as PP or P' P', is re­
placed in practice by a few discrete positions cor­
responding to shares determined by current rental 
contracts. 

NATURE OF INEFFICIENCIES INDUCED BY LEASES 

Deviations from the efficiency conditions en­
gendered by current leasing arrangements may 
be divided into those stemming from the deter­
mination of the initial amounts of resources 
contributed and from short-term decisions. 

Problems connected with the determination of 
the initial amount of resources used are not 
treated in this study. Here, only problematic 
areas connected with allocation of resources after 
establishment of the rental contract-that is, only 
short-term decisions-are investigated. 

SHORT-TERM DECISIONS IN LEASES 

Conflicts and imperfections stemming from 
short-term decisions may be divided, for clarity 
of presentation, into intratemporal conflicts and 
intertemporal conflicts. 

INTRATEMPORAL CONFLICTS 

Intratemporal conflicts may be discussed as 
(1) sharing costs and returns, (2) sharing enter­
prises and (3) intrafirm cost transfers. 

Sharing costs and returns : Returns received 
by each party may not be associated with the 
costs contributed. The general effect of dis­
tortions in cost-bearing and benefit-receiving is a 
deviation from the quantity of input which would 
be profitably used by the firm in the absence of 
dissociation. The deviation usually takes the 
form of input restriction by the party who is 
expected to contribute more than he receives. 
If through bargaining, custom or simply lack of 
awareness of the dissociation, the party in question 
is induced to use the optimum quantity of inp'ut, 
the potential inefficiency is eliminated, but a 
transfer of income takes place. 

With farms operated under cash contracts, the 
only relevant issue would be the equalization of 
the rental rate with the marginal productivity of 
the landlord resources. 

Given the current pattern of resource con­
tributions by landlord and tenant in share leases, 
imperfections stemming from sharing of costs 
and benefits are particularly significant for one 
type of resource-operating capital. Relation-
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ships between landlord and tenant contributions 
of operating capital to each enterprise and the 
restriction in the total amount of capital imposed 
by each party ue particularly relevant for under­
standing the nature and implications of current 
cost- and benefit-sharing. It is hypothesized that, 
given the limitation in the amount of operating 
capital traditionally contributed by the landlord, 
a sharing of costs equal to the sharing of benefits 
would severely limit the level of production. 
Particular attention is then devoted in empirical 
studies to the analysis of the role of operating 
capital and the impact of its restriction on farm 
organization under alternative leasing arrange­
ments. 

Sharing enterprises: The complexity of the 
effect of tenancy on resource use within the firm 
is increased when shares of enterprises are con­
sidered. When two or more enterprises are 
shared differently, both p&rties are induced to 
allocate resources in favor of the enterprise from 
which the largest return is received. If market 
prices represent the index of consumer satis­
faction and the choice criterion for allocation of 
resources among alternative enterprises, differ­
ential sharing would bring about a value of pro­
duction less than the maximum attainable with 
the resources used. 

Differential sharing of products is sometimes 
interpreted as an accounting device to adjust for 
differences in the contributions ( of landlords and 
tenants) to total costs. If differences in cost­
sharing were exactly balanced off by differences 
in product-sharing, leasing would not need to 
result in deviation from equilibrium of produc­
tion. It is unlikely, however, that highly uniform 
sharing practices would suit situations differing 
in resource quality and quantity. 

Intraffrm cost transfers: A common form of 
rent in the Midwest combines share and cash 
characteristics. This arrangement calls for shares 
of grain crops, while cash is paid for hay and 
pasture.1 1 

As shown by Chryst and Timmons, shares of 
grain crops are highly rigid because of custom 
and tradition and do not respond, within a broad 
range, to changes in price-cost relationships and 
methods of production.18 The landlord is likely 
to seek adjustment in the level of rent through 
modification of the cash rent paid on hay and 
pasture. In fact , while shares of grain crops are 
basically the same over wide areas and for 
divergent resource situations, cash rent on hay 
and pasture varies from $6 to $25 or more per 
acre. 

This arrangement, which is actually an ac­
counting device, may induce deviation from opti­
mum resource allocation, since the tenant, in 
considering marginal costs and returns of each 
individual enterprise, is induced to consider the 
cost structure resulting from this intrafirm cost 

1i In some cases ca~h rent is paid as a dist inct rent on build in gs . 
18 See ChrYst and Timmcin s, op. cit. 



transfer, rather than the cost structure for the 
firm as a whole. Again, the resulting allocation 
of resources will differ from that which would 
hold under an unrestricted system of prices. 

HYPOTHESES DIRECTING STUDY 

The hypotheses guiding the empirical phase of 
this study are formulated on the basis of the 
preceding analysis within the frame of objectives 
specified. Tests of these hypotheses are intended 
to provide further insight into the structure of 
a farm where multiple interests are present and 
where the interests are regulated by custom and 
tradition. 

This inquiry proceeds according to the follow­
ing steps : (1) to delineate and measure the in­
efficiencies created by intratemporal misallo­
cations of resources within the lease, (2) to iden­
tify factors relevant in creating the gap and to 
investigate their behavior and (3) to advance 
remedial propositions. 

The specific hypotheses directing the study are: 
1. Provisions for sharing costs and returns in 

customary share leases are the cause of intra­
temporal misallocation of resources. Inefficiency 
is revealed through (a) a level of profit lower 
than the one attainable under unified entrepre­
neurship and (b) divergency between landlord's 
and tenant's optimum farm plans. The relation­
ship between restriction in the amount of land­
lord's and tenant's capital and the sharing of 
costs and returns plays an important role in deter­
mining the divergency between the two optimum 
farm plans. 

2. In a lease characterized by customary sharing 
of benefits and costs, agreement between parties 
on r esource allocation and increase in efficiency 
may be obtained through appropriate mo~ifi­
cations in the quantity of capital to be contributed 
by the landlord and the tenant. · · ' 

3. The application to a typical lease of the 
optimum conditions of sharing benefits and costs 
should be accompanied by a sizable adjustment 
in the quantity of resources contributed by the 
two parties. 

DEVELOPMENT OF MODEL FOR ANALYZING 
LEASING PROBLEMS . 

APPLICATION OF LINEAR PROGRAMMING 
TO FARM PLANNING 

Linear programming is an important analytical 
tool available to research workers concerned with 
efficient use of resources at the firm level.19 From 
an analytical standpoint, programming is an ampli­
fication of budgeting, since it allows simultaneous 

1s For a more elaborate description of the nature of linear programming 
see : Charnes, A., Cooper, W. W . and H enderson , A. An introduction 
to linear programming. J ohn Wiley and Sons, New York · Dorfm an 
R. Application of linear programming to the t heory of t he' firm. Th; 
University of California Press; Greenwald, D . U. Linear programming. 
The Ronald P ress Co., New York: and Heady, E. 0. and Candler, 
Wilfred. Linear programming methods. Iowa State University Press. 
1 958. 

consideration of the many alternatives available. 
It allows selection of the plan which maximizes 
profit, given the i;esource restrictions of the indi­
vidual situation. The basic advantage of linear 
programming, as compared with the production­
function approach, lies in a more accurate d(;)­
scription of the technology of the firm. Three 
concepts form the basis of linear programming: 
resources, products and production processes. 
While the first two are familiar, the third ls 
somewhat new. A process is a particular method 
of producing a given product; it specifies the kind 
of input, the kind of output and the ratio of each 
input to the output. 

The main object of linear programming is 
selection of the most profitable processes for the 
products to be produced. The procedure leading 
to the determination of the optimum program 
rests on a set of assumptions which surround the 
conditions to which this analytical technique is 
applicable. The assumptions are: (1) each proc­
ess is characterized by constant proportions be­
tween ipputs and outputs, regardless of the extent 
to which the process is used; (2) indivisibilities 
of resources and products are ignored; (3) the 
output of two activities produced simultaneously 
is always the sum of the output of the separate 
activities; ( 4) the number of processes available 
is finite; and (5) at least one resource is limiting. 
Within the framework of these assumptions, 
linear programming appears particularly adapted 
to the analysis of resource use in the farm unit. 

The simplex method has been used extensively 
to select the profit-maximizing combination of 
activities. 20 In this study, the simplex method 
has been modified for determining the optimum 
combination of activities when resources are al­
located under the additional restrictions imposed 
by rental contracts. · .. i 

MODIFICATION OF SIMPLEX SOLUTION TO 
A RENTED FARM 

The basic modification consists of setting up 
the initial tableau so that it will reflect the terms 
of the lease under analysis. 21 The input-output 
coefficients and the net prices are divided on the 
basis of the stipulated sharing of costs and re­
turns. Each resource available to the firm also 
is divided on the basis of the contributions by 
landlord and tenant. The net price row is divided 
into two rows, the first composed of the share 
of the net price of each activity going to the 
tenant, and the second composed of the landlord's 
shares. 22 The matrix so composed is solved ac­
cording to the simplex method. 

The tenant's net price is chosen as the vector 
to be maximized first, and the enterprise with the 
largest negative net price becomes the incoming 

w An explantation of the simple."'< method is given in Heady and 
Candler , ibid. 
21 For an exp lanation of the initial t.:"tbleau see Heady and Candler, ibid. 
22 The net price is obtained by subtracting t he cash expense ·from the 
gross revenue. Ibid., pp. 112-11 6. 

43 



activity in the following iteration. The solution 
proceeds until all the tenant's net prices become 
positive or zero, indicating that the selection of 
enterprises and their intensity which guarantees 
maximization of tenant's net returns has been 
attained. If at this point all the landlord net 
prices are also positive or zero, the farm plan 
which maximizes the tenant's net returns also 
maximizes the net returns for the landlord. If, 
on the other hand, some of the landlord's net 
prices are still negative, a reorganization of the 
enterprises or a modification of their level of 
intensity would increase landlord's net returns. 
The movement from the tenant's to the landlord's 
optimum combination of enterprises may proceed 
along different paths, depending upon the selec­
tion of the profitable enterprises to be introduced 
in the following iterations. We are particularly 
interested in those intermediary positions between 
the two optima which form the upper boundary 
of the feasible combinations of enterprises in the 
landlord-tenant income plane, however. 

An initial approximation of the boundary may 
be obtained by introducing in every step toward 
the landlord's optimum that enterprise which 
involves the largest increase in landlord's income 
for each unit of tenant's income given up. The 
collection of points so obtained, however, does 
not necessarily encompass all of the feasible 
points between the two optima. The correctness 
of the boundary may be checked through the 
introduction of alternative profitable enterprises 
in moving from the tenant's optimum position and 
tn the following intermediary points. This trial 
anq error procedure explores the possible paths 
pe,tween the two optima and thus tests the cor­
r.ectness of the boundary traced previously. 23 

LC A. graphical illustration of the results of a 
hypothetical solution is given in fig. 2. At point 
A, all the tenant's net prices have become positive, 
and the total net income attached to the plan 
($7,500) is shared between landlord and tenant 
in the proportion of $5,500 and $2,000, respective­
ly. Points B, C and D represent incomes flowing 
from the plans specified by each intermediate 
position between A and E on the boundary AE. 
W~1en point E has been attained, the combination 
of enterprises which yields the largest possible re­
turn going to the landlord has been selected. 

Th2 wider the divergency between A and E, the 
more likely is the lease to become a source of 
conflict between landlord and tenant. It should 
be pointed out, however, that even if the solution 
of the matrix leads to a unique point, C for ex­
ample, this is not a necessary guarantee of ef­
ficiency. Point F, for instance, could represent 
the level of total income attainable if the same 
cpllection of resources were employed under a 
affferent decision-making structure, such as 
unified ownership and control or a perfect lease. 

The methodological modification suggested here 
presents two main advantages to arriving at land-

23 In the em pirical cases to which thi s procedure has been applied only 
a few e n ter prises could be introduced profitably for t he la ndl ord when 
tenant's optimum was attained . Th is considerably simpli fi ed the trial 
and error check. 
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Fig. 2. H y pothet ical illustration of con fl icts bet ween landlord and 
tena nt in selecting the farm o la n a nd the di vision of income . 

lord's and tenant's optimum through the solution 
of two simplex tableaus. 2• First, the optima of 
the two parties are determined with one tableau; 
second, feasible intermediary points composing 
the upper boundary in the landlord-tenant income 
plane are also determined. 

The simplex solution of linear programming 
with variable capital restrictions may also be 
applied to obtain some knowledge about the 
modification in the degree of inefficiency and 
conflict when the quantity of capital contributed 
by the two parties is varied. 25 To deter mine the 
tenant's capital optima, the criterion for the 
selection of incoming activities is given by the 
ratio between tenant's net price and t enant's 
capital coefficient (di = zi - Ci'r , 

ajT 
where zi - ciT < 0, and a j•r, the coefficient in 
the tenant capital row, is positive). Analogously, 
the ratio between landlord's net price and land­
lord's capital coefficient becomes the criterion 
when landlord's capital optima are sought. 

An empirical example of the proposed modifica­
tion to the simplex solution is given in Appendix 
A. 

ISOLATION AND MEASUREMENT OF LEASE­
ENGENDERED INEFFICIENCIES INHERENT IN 

A " TYPICAL LEASE" 

The measurement of inefficiency is performed 
through an ex post analysis of resource allocation 

24 H eady, E . 0 . , Dean, G . W. a nd E gbe r t, A. C. Analysis of a lternative 
farm-leas in g a r ra ngem ents . Iowa Agr. E xp. Sta. Res . Bui. 445. 1956. 
25 See: Candle r , W il fred . A modif ied simple.-x solution for linear 
programming with variab~e capita) r~strictioqs. .;Joqr, FAl"ltl Econ. 
88:910-955 . 195{; , . 



in a typical farm situation in north-central Iowa. 26 

Isolation of inefficiency caused by intratemporal 
resource misallocation stemming from conflicts 
between landlords and tenants within the typical 
crop-share-cash lease is obtained by programming 
the available quantities of resources for two dif­
ferent types of tenure arrangements. First, linear 
programming is applied to a unified ownership 
and control ( owner-operator) situation; this situ­
ation is characterized by having complete associ­
ation between bearing of costs and receipt of 
returns and perfect unity in the decision-making. 21 

The farm plan and the return associated with 
this situation become the norm from which devi­
ations engendered by intratemporal misallocation 
of resources in leasing are measured. Second, a 
situation characterized by differences between 
contribution of resources and receipt of returns 
customary in the typical crop-share-cash lease is 
similarly programmed. The eventual difference 
in net income and farm plan between the first and 
second situation is due to the arrangements for 
intratemporal allocation of resources in the lease, 
since all the other variables have remained un­
changed. 

The ex post analysis based on this procedure is 
performed for a period of 5 years, 1951 through 
1955. A graphical illustration of the analytic.al 
procedure is given in fig. 3. The points connected 
by the line "A" represent levels of returns at­
tained by programming the resources in the case 

:!6 Details on the selection of the farm, input-output coef ficients, enter­
prises a nd leases a re given in the section fo llowing. 
21 Ow ner-operatorshi p as a class of tenure is not necessarily assumed 
here as a tenure norm . It is the relationshi p between benefi ts and 
costs a nd the decision-making structure co nnected w ith owner-operator­
ship which a re r e levant to t hi s study 
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Fig . 3. Hypothe tical illust ration of income r educt ion en gender ed by 
imperfections in a lease in in tratempo ral alloc.atigq of' r~sources . 

of- · an owner-operated firm. Line B represents 
the optimum positions attainable when resources 
3:re allocated .according to the co_nditions estab­
lished by the ' typical lease. As illustrated pre­
viously (fig. 2), however, a wide divergency may 
exist between the landlord's and the tenant's opti­
mum plans, thus creating alternative net incomes 
attainable each year from the lease. 

This analytical procedure enables the isolation 
in individual farms of the reduction in efficiency 
caiISed by intratemporal allocation of resources 
in rental · contracts. The difference in net income 
between line "A" and line "B" is attributable to 
the impact of the lease on intratemporal allo­
cation of resources. Coincidence of the points 
of lines "A" and "B" would indicate that a perfect 
leasing arrangement, as :far as intratemporal ef­
ficiency is concerned, has been adopted. 

Within this analytical scheme, a set of efficiency 
conditions may be set up. A necessary condition 
is that the optimum plans for landlord and tenant 
must be the .same. Besides this necessary con­
dition, a sufficient condition also has to be ful­
filled; namely, the optimum plan for each leasing 
party must be the same as the one for the owner­
operator. With reference to fig. 3, the necessary 
and sufficient conditions are both attained when 
a common net income and farm plan are estab­
lished, regardless of the form of tenure and the 
decision~ma:king structure. 28 

The ex post analysis composing the first stage 
of the empirical investigation is exclusively con­
cerned, with inefficiencies stemming from intra­
temporal conflicts within the lease. Abstraction 
from .intertemporal analysis of re·source allo­
cation permits more accurate delineation of in­
efficiencies connected with the conditions regu­
ulating the intratemporal use of resources. Fur­
thermore, it becomes possible to identify the 
relevant factors in determining the area of inef­
ficiency and thereby to develop remedial measures. 
Therefore, the programming of resource use over 
the period under examination has been performed 
separately and independently for each year. 

INEFFiCIENCY TESTS OF ALTERNATIVE LEASING 
ARRANGEMENTS WITH VARIATIONS IN 

OPERATING CAPITAL 

According to the contributions of resources 
within customary leasing arrangements, operating 
capital -can be varied relatively more easily than 
other · factors of production. Therefore, the 
modified simplex solution for linear programming 
with variable ,capital restrictions is applied to a 
set of alternative te;.ure arrangements. The 
situations considered are . owner.-operatorship, two 
types of crop-share leases and ·a livestock-share 
lease. This segment of the analysis has the 
purpose of determining: ( 1) the relationship 

~s This ana:lys is is . carried , out in ter.:ns of "absolute" e ffi ciency .~in the 
sense t hat one optimum position is selected as the normative goal. 
It must be pointed out however t hat problems of "re lative" efficiency 
or suboptima, in t he ;ense of s'election of the posit ion w ith minimum 
deviation -f-rorn, .t he ·norm. are releva nt . W ithi n any g iven leftse.- '.l-Jr ·the 
norm is unattainable, the identification and adoption of the suboptimum 
position ·become·s t h'.' ,._,Iey;,nt goal. · ·- · 



between the capital optima when landlord's and 
tenant's net incomes are alternatively maximized 
for a given lease and (2) the relative efficiency 
of leases compared with a normative arrange­
ment when capital is allowed to vary. 

FARM SITUATION AND LEASES 
USED FOR STUDY 

THE FARM AND ITS SETTING 

The farm selected for analysis is located in the 
Clarion-Webster soil association in north-central 
Iowa in Hamilton County. It was selected from 
those farms belonging to the Farm Business 
Association for which a detailed account of pro­
duction history during the past years is available. 
The criterion for the selection of the farm was 
the fact that it is typical with respect to both 
qu_antity and quality of resources and type of 
rental contract.20 The analysis is carried out for 
the years 1951 through 1955. Table 1 sum­
marizes the quantities of restricting resources 
present in the selected farm during the period 
considered. 

Land. The farm size is 200 acres, of which 190 
are tillable. Noncultivated acres consist of farm­
stead, road, lots and space occupied by fences. 

Buildings. The service buildings on the farm 
include livestock housing and grain storage facili­
ties. Grain and hay storage facilities are adequate 

:!1i1 The quantity of resources present in the typical f a rm was determined 
from the farm data available at the Iowa Coopera tive Crop and Live­
stock Reporti ng Service, Des Moines, Iowa. The characteristics of the 
typical lease a re descr ibed in a study by Timmons, Improving farm 
rental arrangements in Iowa, op . cit. 

TABLE 1. QUANTITIES OF SELECTED RESOURCES AVAILABLE 
lN THE TYPICAL FARM, HAMILTON COUNTY, 1951-55. 

Item Un its 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 
Lan d 

Farm size .. .................. acres 200 200 200 20 0 200 
Tilla ble acres .. .. ... . . ... .. acres HO 190 190 190 190 
H a rvested crop .. . .... ... acres 168 166 160 185 168 
R otated pastu re ••H••· ··-acres l2 24 30 5 22 

Operating capital 
7,103 10,947 10,847 Tota l . ...... .. .. ..... .... .... . ciollars 7, 574 7,6 30 

La ndlor:\ ................. . dollars 467 462 625 53 4 501 
Tenant ....... .......... ... dollacs 7,107 7,168 6,478 10,41 3 10, 346 

Livestock buildin gs 
Hog farrowi ng 

space •••••..•••.•••• ••.•• SQ. ft. 1,680 1,680 1,680 1,680 1,680 

La bor 
Monthly g roup A man-hou rs 825 825 825 825 82 5 
Dec, ... . ... ..... . ... .... man-hou rs 275 275 275 275 275 
J an. ...... ............ man -hours 275 275 275 275 275 
Feb. ·-·-·•··· ·········man-hours 275 275 275 275 275 

Monthly group B man-hours 685 685 68 5 685 68 5 
Ma rch .. . .. ...... .... . man-hours 335 335 335 335 335 
April ····- ............ man-hours 35 0 35 0 350 350 35 0 

Monthly g roup C man-hours 700 700 700 700 700 
May ··· ···· ······· •·· ·· ·ma Tt-hOUrS 35 0 350 35 0 350 35 0 
June ... .. ... ... ....... man-hours 350 350 350 35 0 350 

Monthly group D man-hour& 700 70 0 700 700 70 0 
July ...... .... .......... man-hours 35 0 350 350 350 35P 
Aug. · · ··-·· ···········mar.-hou rs 35 0 35 0 350 35 0 350 

Monthly group E man-hours 875 875 875 875 875 
Sent. ... ....... .. .. .. .. m a n-hours 300 30 0 300 300 30 0 
Oct . .............. .. ... . man-hours 300 300 300 300 300 
Nov. .... .... ... ....... man-hours 275 275 275 275 275 

Machinery avail able ·············· adequate 

Storage facil ities ···········•··•-··· · adequate 
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to handle the production from the cropland. The 
cattle barn consists of 1,176 square feet of build­
ing space and has the floor adapted to swine 
production. fo addition to this possible area for 
hogs, there are 504 square feet of hog house 
available. Therefore, the total building space 
available for hogs is 1,680 square feet . 

Labor and management. The labor supply is 
composed of operator labor of 260 man-hours 
per month from November through February and 
275 man-hours per month from March through 
October, plus family labor equivalent to 15 man­
hours per month from November through Febru­
ary, 60 man-hours in March, 75 man-hours per 
month from April through August and 25 man­
hours per month in September and October. 
Labor supplies are grouped, as indicated in table 
1, in units of 2 or 3 months each, depending on 
labor requirements and the time available to 
complete farming operations. Hence, the labor 
restrictions are for a certain part of the season, 
rather than for the individual months. This 
method of aggregating labor supplies supposes 
that the labor requirements within different time 
groups are relatively flexible. 30 

A constant level of management is assumed 
under the different tenure arrangements. In 
other words, to isolate the impact on resource 
use exclusively attributable to changes in the 
organization of the firm, it is assumed that the 
level of management does not vary when alter­
native tenure arrangements are compared. 

Capital supply. The capital used by the firm in 
the production process is divided into two cate­
gories-fixed capital and operating capital. Fixed 
capital is composed of the investment in machin­
ery and buildings, which is present regardless 
of the level of output. It is assumed to be avail­
able in the form and quantity adequate to carry 
out production activities within the range estab­
lished by the restrictive resources. Therefore, 
depreciation and insurance on fixed capital are 
handled as fixed costs, which have to be subtracted 
from the return associated with the optimum plan. 

Operating capital refers to the capital which 
is not tied up at the beginning of the production 
process but may be freely allocated among the 
potential enterprises. The capital requirements 
for the various enterprises include annual cash 
expenses for crops and livestock plus investment 
capital needed for equipment and breeding stock 
for the livestock enterprises. 

The levels of operating capital used in the 
ex post analysis for 1951 through 1955 are given 
in table 1. The total operating capital available 
to the firm in each production year is composed 
of the tenant's plus the landlord's operating 
capital. Total operating capital is considered in 
programming the use of resources for a situation 
reflecting owner-operatorship, while landlord's and 
tenant's operating capital are considered as two 
separate limitations when resources are allocated 
under a lease contract. 

30 Extension personnel consider thi s procedure to be a realistic method 
f«;>r !Ja f!dlin~ lal)or r ~strictior,s if! t heir eff~ct on farm pl'!Jl~. 



In the second phase of the empirical analysis, 
operating capital is considered to be a continuous 
variable, adopting the modification to the linear 
programming technique developed recently. 31 

ENTERPRISES USED IN PROGRAMMING 

A previous study has determined the optimum 
combinations and sizes of crop and livestock 
enterprises for a typical farm in the soil area 
considered. 32 Hence, since the purpose of the 
present study is to evaluate the effect of leasing 
arrangements on optimum farm planning, only 
the range of crop and livestock enterprises in­
dicated in the previous study to be profitable and 
present in the farm during the period considered 
are included. 

CROP ENTERPRISES 

The previous study indicates that only three 
crop rotations ordi11arily enter into the most 
profitable farm plans in this soil area. 33 Thus, 
the rotations included as possibilities for this 
study are corn-corn-soybeans (CCSb) , corn-soy­
beans-corn-oats-meadow (CSbCOM) and corn­
corn-oats-meadow (CCOM). The meadow in the 
last two rotations is an alfalfa-nd clover-timothy 
mixture. Four fertilization levels are considered 
for each rotation (table 2 ) . Eereafter, fertili­
zation levels for a given rotation are noted by a 
subscript following the abbreviated form of the 
rotation (for example, CCSb1, CCOM3, CSbCOM4). 
Hence, there are 12 crop alternatives. Crop yields 
for the three rotations at each ferti lization level 
are shown in table 3. 

The· various levels of fertilization are included 
to determine eventual conflicts in selecting ro­
tations and fertilization levels between (1) alter­
native tenure arrangements given certain capital 
restrictions and (2) landlord and tenant within 
a given lease and for variable quantities of oper­
ating capital. 

The customary assumption of single-valued 
expectation with respect to the input-output 
relationship within each process or enterprise is 
also adopted in this study. Besides, the expec­
tation is assumed to rema:n unchanged in all the 
situations considered, r egardless of the tenure 
arrangement. 

Since the emphasis of this study is on leasing 
imperfections leading to inefficiencies in intra­
temporal allocation of resources, the input-output 
relationship in a given rotation is assumed to be 
unaffected by intertemporal relationships within 
the lease. 

Finally, out of the various possible ways of 
producing a given rotation, especially in what 
concerns substitutabilit y between machinery and 
labor, only one appropriat e set of techniques is 

:n See : Cand ler, op. cit. 
32 See: Mackie, A . B., H eady, E . 0 . and H owe ll , H . B. Optimum farm 
plans for begin ning tenant farmers on the Clarion-Webster soi ls (An 
applicat ion of linear programm ing) . Iowa Agr . Exp. Sta. Res. Bul. 4 4 9 . 
1957. 
33 Ibid . 

TABLE 2. POUN DS PER ACRE OF A V AILABLE N UTRIEN T S 
SUPPLIED BY COMMERCIAL FERTILIZER FOR DIFFERENT RO ­
T ATIONS AN D FERTILI ZATION LEVEES FG R CLARION -WEB-

Fi rst 
N P K 

Corn ········ 0 0 0 

Co rn ·······- 0 0 0 

Soybeans · • 0 0 0 

Corn .......... 0 0 0 

Soybeans .. 0 0 (J 

Corn . ...... . 0 0 0 

Oats ·---·- --- - 0 0 0 

Meadow .... 0 0 0 

Corn 0 0 0 

Corn 0 0 0 

Oa t s 0 0 0 

Meadow .... 0 0 0 

STER SOILS. " 

Second 
N P K 

15 20 10 

30 80 10 

0 0 0 

5 20 10 

0 u 0 

15 2U 10 

10 20 (\ 

0 0 u 

5 10 10 

30 20 10 

10 20 0 

0 0 0 

Thi rd 
N P K 

45 50 20 

50 25 20 

0 0 0 

10 50 20 

u 0 0 

45 50 20 

15 20 0 

0 0 0 

10 50 20 

60 25 20 

15 20 0 

0 0 0 

Fourth 
N P K 

75 60 20 

70 30 20 

0 20 0 

40 60 20 

0 10 0 

75 60 20 

20 10 40 

0 0 0 

40 60 20 

80 30 20 

20 35 30 

0 0 0 

a The fertil izati on rates in thi s table we re furnished by t he Depa rtm e nt 

of A g ro nomy, Iowa State Univers ity, Ames. Iowa. 

TABLE 3. E STIMATED CROP YIELDS PER ACRE FOR VARIOUS 

LEVELS OF FERTILIZATIO N FOR 

Rotation s Un it 

Co rn .... .... ..... ..... ... .. ... .............. bushe ls 
Corn .................................... bushel s 
Soy bea ns ......... . ............ .. .... ..... bu shels 

Co rn ................................... ..... bu she ls 
Soybeans ..... . ....... .................... bu shel s 
Corn .......................................... bushels 
Oats ................ ..... ....... ... . , . ... ... bushel s 
Me:ldow ... ...................... . .. ....... ton s 

Gorn 
Corn 
Oats 
Meadow . 

..... .. ......... ... .... ... .. bushe ls 
.................. ...... :. bushels 

.... ::. bushe ls 
........ ton s 

CLARION -WEBSTER SOILS.• 

Fe rti li ze r level 
,! 3 4 

40 50 57 59 
32 42 49 51 
19 21 23 24 

5g 65 67 68 
20 2i 24 25 
50 56 59 • 61 
n 38 41 . 4,3 -

1.9 2.2 i .4 2. 5 

58 68 67 GS. 
48 54 57 59 
32 38 41 43 

l. 9 2.2 t .4 2.5 

:i The est imated y ields ,vere fui·ni shed by the Department of A g ronom:y ,' 
Iowa State Univers ity, · Ames. They a re based on the fertilization levels 
g i\"e n in table 2 and on the fo llowing assumption s : ( 1 ) Rotat ions and 
treatments have bee n in effect s ince a t least 1925-30. (2) Yields 
a1·e a 1 0-year ave rage y ield est imate for the period 19 51-60 , assuming 
no1·mal weather condi tions . (3 ) Soi l tests typi cally low in phosphorus, 
medium in potassium and medium in nitrogen. 

chosen. Descriptions of cost items of each ro­
tation and its labor requirements are given in 
Appendix B. 

LIVESTOCK ENTERPRISES 

· Two livestock enterprises are considered in 
pianning-the most p~ofitable hog system and 
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cattle feeding program for average conditions. 34 

Dairy and poultry enterprises are not included 
since they were found to enter the optimum 
program infrequently and with only minor changes 
in income. 

Spring pigs : This hog system includes pigs far­
rowed in March, fed out on pasture and marketed 
in November at 270 pounds. Litters average 7.8 
pigs weaned per sow, but one gilt per litter is 
saved for farrowing the following year. Pork 
sold per litter, including a 400-pound sow, aver­
ages 2,136 pounds. The death loss is estimated 
at 5 percent after weaning. 

Pasture-fed steer calves: The calves are pur­
chased in October and sold the following Septem­
ber. They are wintered in drylot on roughage 
and a limited amount of grain. Feed is increased 
after the calves are put on pasture, from May to 
July, and full feeding is continued in drylot until 
the calves are finished. Initial weight is 430 
pounds, and market weight is 1,000 pounds. In­
put-output data for these two livestock enterprises 
are given in Appendix C. 

PRICES USED IN PROGRAMMING 

An expectation model based on the average 
prices of the previous years has been assumed to 
have been adopted by the entrepreneur for each 
year of the period considered. Expectations about 
crop prices have been obtained by considering the 
average of the prices occurring in the previous 10 
years, while a 5-year average is assumed for live­
stock enterprises. 

RETURNS ASSOCIATED WITH OPTIMUM 
FARM PLANS 

Net returns are maximized in the optimum 
farm plans obtained through linear programming. 
The net return coming from each activity, or "net 
price," is obtained by subtracting from the gross 
revenue the variable cost needed to produce one 
µnit of the activity. The total net return, that 
is the sum of net revenues associated with the 
enterprises composing the plan is, therefore, gross 
of fixed costs. Since fixed costs do not vary in 
the situations considered, the returns given for 
farm plans are comparable and may be used to 
show the difference in income between plans. 

Net taxable return for each farm plan is obtain­
able by subtracting fixed cost from net return. 
Tenant's profit could thus be computed by sub­
tracting his fixed costs (mainly depreciation and 
insurance on machinery) from his net return. 
Similarly landlord's profit is equal to his return 
minus his quota of fixed costs ( depreciation and 
insurance on buildings and property taxes). 

TYPES OF LEASES 

Even though the central part of the empirical 
analysis concerns the typical crop-share-cash lease 
and its impact on ,efficiency, alternative leasing 
arrangements also are analyzed. 

The leases considered in this study are outlined 
in table 4 . .. The first lease is the typical arrange-

"' Ibid. 
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TABLE 4 . SH ARING OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES IN 
LEASING ARRANGEMENTS CONSIDERED I N THE STUDY. 

Receipts and exoenses 
Ite ms Tenant's Landlord's 

pe rcentage percentage 

Lease 1. Typica l crop-share lease 

Corn ·····-------··- -···············--·········--
Soybea ns ....... ... ......... ... ......... .. .... . 
Oats ....... ......................... . .......... .. . 
Fertilizer and seed ex pensea ____ ___ _ 
Operatin g expenses · ··········-----······ 
Real estate ex penses ...... ............. . 
Labor ....... ........................ ............ . 
Cattle and hogs (receipts and 

expenses) ....... .......................... . 
Cash r en t of $ 6 per acre of 

hay land 

50 5 0 
60 40 
60 40 
5 0 50 

10 0 0 
0 100 

100 0 

10 0 0 

Lease 2 Same as Lease 1 e..xcept $ 1 0 per acre cash rent for hay land 
Lease 3. Same as Lease 1 except $16 per acre cash rent for hay land 
Lease 4. Same as Lease 1 except $2 9 per acre casp rent for hay land 
Lease 5. ModHied crop-share lease 

All grain crops ............................ 50 
Value of hay and pastureb... ....... 50 
Fertilizer and seed expense_________ _ 5 0 
Operating expense ______________________ 50 
Real estate expense ----- ---- ------ ----- 0 
L abor ..................... ................... .... 100 
Cattle a nd hogs ( receipts and 

expense) .................................... 100 

Lease 6. Livestock-share lease 
Livestock rece ipts ... ........ ... .......... 5 0 
Investment in livestock and 

livestock equipment.................. .. 50 
Livestock expenses __ ___ _________________ 5 0 
Crop receipts .... ..... .......... .. ...... .. . 5 0 
F e rtili zer and seed ............ ......... . 5 0 
Operati ng ex penses .. . ................... 5 0 
Real estate expenses__________ __________ 0 
L abor ........................................ ... 100 

50 
50 
50 
50 

100 
0 

0 

5 0 

50 
50 
50 
50 
50 

100 
0 

~i~~~d~]i'do/ih:i:~!i :~~
5

~he g rass and legume seed, w hi le tenant fur-

h It is a ssumed that the tena n t purchases the landlord's share of the 
hay a nd pasture at the market pri ce for hay. 

ment in north-central Iowa, as pointed out in a 
study by Timmons. 35 The feature which varies 
most frequently in this lease is the amount of 
cash rent paid for hay land. In practice, the cash 
rent varies from a minimum of $6 to a maximum 
of about $25 per acre. To study the effect on 
efficiency of the change in magnitude of this type 
of intrafirm cost transfer, leases 2,, 3 and 4 are 
considered. They are identical to lease 1, except 
that the cash rent is varied from $10 to $16 and 
to $29 per acre. In the last lease, the cash rent 
of $29 per acre is equivalent to the marginal re­
turn to land as derived from the optimum farm 
plan for the owner-operator. In a fifth lease 
alternative, the incentive conditions which en­
courage achievement of efficient intratemporal 
allocation of resources have been introduced in 
the crop-share lease.3° Finally, a typical livestock­
share lease is analyzed. 

The analysis of these leases permits the in­
vestigation of the comparative effect on efficiency 
given a common resource situation and price 
expectations and the eventual changes in the level 
of efficiency and conflict between parties with­
in a lease when operating capital is introduced as 
a continuous variable. 

THE RESULTS AND THEIR 
INTERPRETATION 

FARM PROGRAM UNDER UNIFIED AND 
DIVIDED RESOURCE CONTROL 

It is necessary to define and measure the 

35 See: Timmons, Improving farm rental arrangements in Iow a , p . 416. 
36 See : Hu rlburt, op. cit . • pp . 86-90. 



problem before formulating conclusions and pos­
sible r emedies. A preliminary delimitation of the 
impact of customary leasing provisions on re­
source efficiency is attained through an ex post 
analysis comparing the farm programs attainable 
under owner-operatorship with those associated 
with a typical crop-share-cash lease. 

For each individual year-1951 through 1955-
linear programming has been applied to the bundle 
of resources available for production to deter­
mine the optimum farm programs under two 
tenure situations-unified resource control and 
ownership and typical crop-share-cash lease. The 
first situation is characterized by a complete 
association between benefits and costs and by 
unity in the decision-making process. The second 
situation usually represents the dissociation be­
tween benefits and costs and the schism in deci­
sion-making. The linear programming technique 
applied to the second situation, with the modifi­
cation described in Appendix A, leads eventually 
to two alternative programs-landlord's and ten­
ant's. 

The programs and net income associated with 
these situations are presented in table 5. The 
levels of net income are shown in fig. 4. 

The inter pretation of the results of this analysis 

leads to a ser ies of considerations about the 
relationships between leasing provisions and re­
source efficiency : 

1. A typical ci;op-share lease is a source of 
inefficiency in the intratemporal allocation of 
resources at the firm level. This is indicated by 
the discrepancy in total returns between the opti­
mum program under unified ownership and those 
of the tenant and landlord. The discrepancy be­
tween levels of returns exists in every year of 
the period considered. The data in table 5 thus 
give empirical support to the hypothesis that 
inefficiency is engendered by the typical rental 
contract. It is relevant to note that the magni­
tude of the income reduction is not constant, but 
varies from year to year. The income associated 
with the lease, expressed as a percentage of the 
owner-operator income, varies from a maximum 
of 92.5 percent in 1953 to a minimum of 77 per­
cent in 1955. In the analytical model used, the 
factors which have been allowed to vary during 
the per iod analyzed are: (a) price expectations, 
(b) amounts of landlord's and tenant's operating 
capital and (c) capital coefficients of the activi­
ties. The variation throughout the period of in­
come reduction caused by the crop-share-cash 
lease indicates that conflicts created by imper-

TABLE 5. OPTIMU M FAR M P LANS AND ASSOCIATED RETURNS UNDER OWN ER-OPERATORSHIP AND A TYP I CA L CROP-SH A RE­
CASH LEASE , 1951-55 . 

Tenure 
Year s ituat ion 

Total 
returns 

(dollars ) 

1951 O w ner-operator's opt;mum p lan 6, 96 5 

La ndlord 's opti mum p la n .. .... ........ ..... ... .... .. 5,978 

Tena n t 's opti mum pla n ... .......... .......... ... ...... 5,871 

1952 Owner-opera tor's optimum p la n ...... .. ... .. ... .. 7 ,611 

L andlord ' s optimum pla n ........ ...... ...... .. ...... 6,307 

Tena nt's opt imum pian ............. . .. ............. .. 6, 307 

1953 Own er -operator 's opt im um p lan ......... ..... .. ... 7,5 ,~ 

Land lord's optimum p lan ... ....... .... ....... ....... 7,01 3 

Tena nt's optimum pl a n . .............. ......... .. .. .. 6,9 59 

1954 Owne r-operator's optimum plan 9,76 2 

L a ndlord's opti mum plan ... ....... ..... .. .. ....... .. 7,543 

Tena nt's opti m um p la n ............. .............. ..... 8 .665 

1955 Ow ner-operator's optimum p lan .................. 10,4,52 

Land lord's optimum plan _____ ---··· · ····· ······ ··--

Tena nt's optimum plan .......................... ...... 8,0 09 

La ndlord's 
returns 

(doll ars) 

3, 00 6 

2 ,8 68 

3,304 

3,3 04 

3, 681 

3,5 83 

4,072 

3,857 

3,787 

Te nant's 
returns Rotation 

(dolla rs) \acres ) 

168 CCSb, 

2,972 92 CCOM1 
76 CCSb2 

3,0 03 52 CCOM1 
115 CSbCOM, 

165 CCSba 

3,003 22 CCOM1 
78 CCSb, 

3,00 3 22 l'COM1 
78 CCSb, 

16 0 CCSba 

3.3U2 12 CCOM, 
147 CCSb, 

3,376 55 CSbCOM, 
105 CCSb2 

93 CSbCOMa 
n CCSba 

3, 477 88 CC:OM, 

4,808 85 CSbCOM, 
40 CC'OM, 
52 CCOM1 

6 CCSb, 

10 CSbCOMa 
159 CCSba 

4 ,226 81 CCSb, 
88 CCOM1 

4, 248 80 CCOM, 
16 CCOM, 
72 CCSb, 

Beef 
H ogs ca lves Limiti ng 

(l itters ) (head) resources 

19 0 L and 
Capita l 

21 0 La nd 
La nd lord 's capita l 
Corn 

.rn 0 La nd 
Landlord ' s ca pital 
Corn 

19 0 L a nd 
Capit a l 

d 0 La nd 
Landlord's ca pita l 
Corn 

n 0 La nd 
Landlord 's capita l 
Co rn 

17 0 L and 
Capi tal 

rn 0 Land 
Land lord's capital 
Te nant's ca pita l 

20 0 Land 
La ndlord's ca pita l 
Te nant 's ca pital 
Co rn 

23 i i Land 
Cap ita l 
H og housing 
H ay 

0 33 L and 
L and lord's capital 
H ay 

0 52 Land 
La ndlord' s capit a l 
Ca tt le housing 
H ay 
Co rn 

24 16 La nd 
Ca pi tal 
Hog hous ing 
H ay 

1 49 La nd 
La ndlord ' s capi ta l 
H ay 
Corn 

0 5 4 La nd 
La ndlord's capita l 
H ay 
Corn 
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fections in the rental contract are not independent 
of these factors . This phase of the analysis thus 
points out the necessity of investigating the 
relationship between each of these factors and the 
presence of leasing-engendered inefficiency. 

2. The results summarized in table 5 indicate 
the presence of important conflict between the 
landlord and the tenant_ The necessary conditions 
for efficiency which call for identity between 
landlord's and tenant's farm plans are fulfilled 
only in 1952. The divergency between the two 
plans, which can be measured in terms of the 
change of the income of each party in going 
from one optimum plan to the other, varies from 
year to year. This indicates that the conflict 
between the two parties of the lease is signifi­
cantly affected by changes in the amounts of 
operating capital, changes in costs of enterprises 
expressed as changes in the capital coefficients 
and changes in the prices of the products ex­
pressed as changes in the shares of the net price 
of each activity. 3 7 The impact of these factors 
on the conflict between landlord's and tenant's 
production plans needs to be investigated if a 
greater insight into the mechanics of conflicts 
engendered by leasing is desired. 

Additiona,I understanding of reso,urce allocation 
as influenced by customary rental provisions is 
obtained by comparing the farm programs of the 
owner-operator, the landlord and the tenant as 

'" Logically, la ndlord-tenant conflict might be influenced by other 
factors such as contribution of f acto rs other than _operating capital and 
diverge'nt expectation of input-output coefficients. In the analytical 
model employed in thi s study, however, t hese factors have been kept 
constant. 
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given in table 5. The optimum programs under 
unified ownership remain relatively unchanged 
during the period. Through 1953, with the low 
price expectation for beef cattle, hogs are the 
only livestock entering the plan, and operating 
capital receives greater return when used in 
fertilizing the CCSb rotation. In 1954 and 1955, 
with a higher expected price for beef cattle, it 
becomes convenient to include a rotation which 
increases the hay supply, such as CSbCOM. The 
increase in the amount of operating capital during 
the same years encourages a medium level of 
ferti lization in both rotations entering the plan . 
Land and capital are the limiting resources 
throughout the period, and, obviously, the change 
in the production plan is a function of the com­
bination of enterprises which would maximize the 
returns to the limiting factors. Hog housing and 
hay become limitational when the expected price 
of cattle increases and there is an increment in 
the availability of operating capital. 

The comparison between landlord's and ten­
ant's optimum plans demonstrates how the intra­
temporal dissociation of costs and benefits re­
solves into conflict about the types and the 
intensities of enterprises to introduce into the 
plan. With limited capital (around $500 in each 
of the years considered) the landlord is unable, 
even under his limited share of cost, to contribute 
the amount of operating capital to achieve the 
level of fertilization which appears to be profit­
able for the owner-operator. Therefore, he finds 
it most profitable to select the rotation and the 
ferti lizer level which would give him the highest 
return per dollar invested. Accordingly, the land­
lord's optimum programs include a portion of 
the tillable area devoted to a CCOM rotation with­
out ferti lization and the remaining area to CCSb 
with light fertilization. Land and landlord's 
capital are the resources limiting the intensity of 
production in the landlord's optimum program. 
It is interesting to note that landlord's capital 
is restrictive to the extent of letting a portion 
of t enant's capital lay idle. This, of course, re­
sults from the rigidity of relationship between 
coefficients and amounts of available resources 
implied in the linear programming solution. In 
practice, it is likely that the tenant would use 
his unused capital to intensify the level of pro­
duction to the point at which the proportion that 
he receives of the marginal return to capital 
would equal the cost. 

The tenant's optimum program, instead of the 
CCSb rotation selected by the landlord, includes 
a meadow rotation, CSbCOM. This is explained 
by the low cash rent ($6 per acre) charged on 
meadow and by the fact that landlord's capital 
used in producing crops adds a disproportionate 
share to the tenant's return in relation to tenant's 
contribution. Also, in the tenant's optimum 
program, landlord's capital is a sever~ly restric_t­
ing factor which makes tenant's capital remam 
idle. Proportional relationships between land­
lord's and tenant's capital seem to be an im­
portant factor in creating intratemporal conflicts 



between the two parties of the lease and between 
tenure arrangements. 

MARGINAL RETURNS TO RESTRICTIVE RESOURCES 

The price of resources is the allocative criterion 
not only in formal economic theory but also in 
linear programming. The principle of "OPJ?Or­
tunity cost" lies at the root of linear progra~mmg, 
which is essentially based on an enumerat10n of 
the opportunities available for the use of a given 
set of resources. Even though linear programming 
seems to arrive at an optimum allocation without 
recourse to the concept of price, a problem of 
pricing or valuation is implicit in the linear pro­
gramming solution. 

This problem of ascribing values to the services 
of several resources separately is of particular 
sio-nificance for the traditional firm whenever a 
o-r

0

eat enough time horizon of decision permits 
;djustments in the holdings of durable capital 
equipment. The question of which types of re­
sources should be acquired and which should be 
disposed of can be answered only by comparing 
the value of the contribution to net revenue of 
each resource with its acquisition cost or disposal 
price. In the firm in which multiple interests 
are present and the bundle o:' resources avail~ble 
for production is obtained through the contribu­
tion of two parties, the problem of valuation of 
resources is particularly important. In fact, 
besides the determination of the quantity of each 
resource, the quota contributed by each party 
is of crucial significance. The assignment of 
value to the quantities of resources contributed 
by each party is a necessary step in the deter­
mination of maladjustments in resource con­
tributions which necessarily result in a decrease 
of efficiency. 

A linear programming solution imputes prices 
to the restrictive resources. In the simplex solu­
tion the optimum program har. been determined 
whe~ all the elements of the "marginal revenue" 
row have become positive or zero. The entries in 
the "marginal revenue" row which are associated 
with resource disposal activities are the imputed 
prices per unit of the potential restricting re­
sources. The factors which are restrictive in the 
final plan possess a marginal return greater than 
zero, while the idle sectors of factors are free 
goods, and their price equals zero. These values, 
when multiplied by the quantities of factors em­
ployed, account for the total return resulting 
from the optimum plan. 

In the modified simplex solution used in this 
study, the net price row is divided into two rows, 
the landlord's and the te:nant's.38 When the 
optimum plan is reached for either the landlord 
or the tenant, the solution imputes the contribu­
tion of each resource to the net income of the 
two parties. It is thus possible to determine, in 
comparing landlord's and tenant's optimum plan 
with that of the owner-operator, the changes in 
marginal returns to restricting resources induced 

"' For an illust ration of the modified simp lex solution see A ppendix A . 

by leasing. In addition, comparison between land­
lord's and tenant's optimum nrograms and related 
maro-inal returns from factors to each party 
provides a usef'ul insight into the structural 
distribution of returns to landlord and tenant as 
a function of the lease and of the proportion of 
resource contribution. 

Table 6 presents the marginal returns to re­
strictive resources associated with optimum pro­
o-rams with unified ownership during the period 
~nder analysis. The marginal returns to re­
strictive factors from both landlord's and tenant's 
optimum plans during the same years are pre­
sented in table 7. 

TABLE 6 MARGIN AL RETURNS TO RESTRICTIVE RESOU R CE S 
IN THE ·owNER-OPERATOR'S OPTIMUM PLANS, 19 51-55, DOL­

LARS.• 

H ems 1 951 19 52 19 53 1954 1 955 

Marg in al return to lan cl ....... ......... 1 3.36 20.83 24 .51 29.88 t8 .66 

Ma. l'g in a l r eturn to capital.. .......... 0.62 0.54 0 .51 0.37 0.36 

M a rg inal return to hog housing .... 0 .0 0 0.00 0 .0 0 0 .04 0.77 

M nrginal r etu r n to hay .. ........ ........ 0 .0 0 0.00 0 .00 11. 4 3 11. 08 

n Th~ quant iti es of d
0

isposal resources are g iven in !abl e 8 . ~fh ey hm·e 
not been included in the table s in ce in the programmin g so lutio n a mar­
g inal return equal to zero is imputed to t hem. 

A comparison between the returns to factors 
in the two tenure situations shows a more ef­
ficient utilization of the limiting resources in the 
owner-operator plan. The complete ass?~iat~on 
between benefits and costs allows a full ubhzabon 
of the supply of operating capital. Land and 
capital are the restricting resources throughout 
the period. In 1954 and 1955, the larger amount 
of capital available (see table 1) · reduces the 
maro-inal returns to capital ·with respect to the 
previous years, but the ·return to lan_d, whic_h ~a_n 
be viewed as the fixed factor to which capital 1s 
applied, is cbl:"t'ffspondingly increased. 

A comparison of marginal returns to factors 
under -landlord's and tenant's optimum plans il­
lustrates the distortion induced by the pattern of 
resource contribution and sharing of returns by 
the two parties in a typical crop-share-cash lease. 
Landlord's capital is highly restrictive, its mar­
o-inal return being as high as $2.44 (in 1952). 
Because of the limitation in landlord's capital, 
which is a necessary complement ir. all the crop 
enterprises, tenant's capital lies idle and . has . a 
marginal return equal to zero. The conflicts m 
resource use between landlord and tenant thus 
chiefly concern the allocation of landlord's capital 
as suggested by the change in marginal return 
to this resource when reallocated from landlord's 
to tenant's optimum program. 

The conflicts over the allocation of landlord's 
capital affect the return to land, w~ich in every 
year is lower than the return received by land 
under owner-operatorship. The allocation of land, 
also a restricting- re ource during the whole period, 
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TABLE 7. MARGINAL RETURNS TO RESTRICTIVE RESOURCES IN LANDLORD'S AND TENANT'S OPTIMUM PLANS IN A TYPICAL 
CROP-SHARE-CASH LEASE, 1951-55, DOLLARS.• 

Items 1951 19 ~2 1953 1954 1955 

Landlord' s optimum plan 
Marg inal return to landlord from land ... ......... ... ................ . ............. .... . ....... . .. . . 14 .81 15 .32 16.11 16.83 16 .71 
Margin a l return to tenant from land. ...... ....... .... ............................................. . 1 2.2 1 11. 28 - 4.10 23.36 19.21 
Marg inal return to la ndlord from landlord's cap ital. ............. ....................... .. . 1.11 1 64 1.76 1.79 1.95 
Margi na l return to te nant f rom landlord's capital.. ......................................... . 1.97 i .44 1.50 -3. 93 l.H 
M argina l rel urn to landlord f.rom tenant's capital.. ...... .............. .... H••-·······-----· 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Margina l return to tenant from tenant's capital.. ....... ... .. ... .. .. ..... .. ............. .... . 0.00 0.00 0. 49 0.00 0.00 
Margin a l return to landlord f rom hay .. .. . ... .... .. .......... .. ................ . ...... .. . .... ..... . 0.00 0 00 o.uo 0.00 0.00 
Margi nal return to tenant from hay .. ...................... . ..... ........ . ....... .. .. ..... .. .... .... . 0.00 0.00 G.00 34.8 5 6.H 
Marginal return to landlo rd from corn ............... . ..... ........ ..... .......... .... .. .... .... ... . 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Margi na l return to tena nt from corn .. ..... . ........... .......... ...... . ........... .. ............ .. . 0. 77 0.67 0. 00 0.00 0.89 

Te nant's optimum plan 
Marg ina l return to landlor,:l from la nd .. . ...... .... . ... ....... .. .............. .... .. .............. . 15. 80 15 .8 2 - 1.18 16 .90 16.35 
Marg ina l return to tenant from land ............ .. .. ................. . .. .... .................. .. ... . 11.99 11.28 1.56 14 .76 17.85 
Marg in a l return to la ndlord from land lord's capital.. ..................................... . 0.45 1.64 - 1.11 0.80 0.9( 
Margin a l return to tenant from landlord's capital.. .. ................. .. ......... ... ........ . 2.11 2.44 0. 43 2.03 2.31 
Margin a l return to Jand Jord from tenant's capital.. ...................................... ... . 0 .00 0.00 0. 7l 0.00 0.00 
Marg in a l return to tenant from tenant's capital.. .. ................ ...................... .. . . 0.0 0 0.00 0.46 0.00 0.00 
Margi na l return to landlord from corn ............................. ...................... ..... ..... . 0.00 o.oo - 0.93 - 0.24 - 0.16 
Margin a l teturn to tenant from corn .... .... .. ............... ... .. .. ....... ... ....... .............. . 0.77 0.87 0.04 0.67 1.02 
Ma rg in a l return to la ndlord from hay .. .................... ............. .......................... . 0 .00 0.00 0.00 5.00 5.13 
Marg inal return to tenant from hay ..................... .... ............................ ..... ....... . 0.00 0.00 0.00 3.46 2.21 

a The quantiti es of di sposal resources are g iven in table 8 . They have not been included in the table s ince in the programming solution a marg in a l 
return equal to zero is im puted to the m. 

is analogously an element of conflict between 
the two parties. The degree of conflict over the 
allocation of land among potential enterprises 
might become so great that one party would be 
better off to have less land if it were to be al­
located to maximize the profit of the other. In 
1953, for example, the allocation of land to maxi­
mize landlord's profit is so suboptimum for the 
tenant that planting the last 8 acres actually 
reduces the total income of the tenant. The in­
verse occurs if the tenant's optimum program is 
established. Between the two plans there may be 
intermediate plans in which returns from land to 
both landlord and tenant are positive and in which 
the total return is greater than that associated 
with the optimum program for either party (see 
table 9). 

The quantities of resources which have re­
mained partially or totally unutilized in the 
alternative optimum programs are presented in 
table 8. 39 This table is, in a sense, a counterpart 
of the table containing the marginal returns. 
From an analysis of both tables, useful sug­
gestions can be derived in connection with the 
size of the categories of resources. Given the 
technique of producing the enterprises which has 
been assumed in this study-that is, given the 
assumed substitution between labor and machinery 
-the amount of labor available appears to be out 
of proportion with the other resources, particularly 
land and operating capital. In fact, in the plans 
corresponding to the two alternative tenure situ­
ations, all the labor groups in every year present 
disposal quantities. This indicates that the level 

30 Disposal resources refer only to the amount of resources left un­
utilized by the enterprises cons~dered in programming . This does not 
exc lude the poss ibili ty of increasing these resources in activities not 
co~s i.dfred here. For exampl.e,. labor is likely to be employed in 
act1v1t1es such as fence repa1rmg, land improvements maintenance 
of bui ld ings and machinery. ' 
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of output at which land and capital become 
limiting is too low to allow full utilization of the 
labor supply within the firm. An interlirm re­
allocation of resources thus could lead to greater 
efficiency. Therefore, the landlord would not 
become worse off in associating with a tenant 
owning the same amount of capital and a smaller 
amount of labor.4° The present tenant, on the 
other hand, would gain by associating with a land-

·•• The amount of labor needed for t he optimum plans may be obtained 
by subtracting the di sposa l quantity of labor in each group (table 9 ) 
from the quantity initi a lly ava il able (table 1 ). 

TABLE 8 . COMPARISON BETWEEN QUANTITIES OF DISPOSAL 
RESOURCES ASSOCIATED WITH OWNER-OPERATOR'S, LAND­

LORD'S AND TENANT'S OPTIMUM PROGRAMS, 1 95 1-55. 

Disposal resources 
H og 

Optimum 
Tena nt housing L abor (man-hour s) 
capita l (aq . - ---- -- Hay Corn 

Year prog t·am (doll a rs) ft.) A B C D E (tons) (bus .) 

19 51 Owner-operator .. 0 369 697 410 202 507 188 24 4,0 40 
La ndlord 897 180 690 39 1 217 355 286 65 0 
Te nant ............. . 1,40 3 26 7 648 398 330 365 449 100 0 

195 2 Owner-opera tor 0 325 695 407 205 506 191 26 3,886 
L andlord ..... ....... 1,137 197 692 394 222 362 291 67 0 
Tena nt ................ 1,1 37 197 692 394 222 362 291 67 0 

1953 Owner-operator .. 0 514 709 433 230 521 229 44 3,99( 
La ndlord 0 30 8 696 410 22 4 488 228 48 0 
Tena nt ................ 0 262 671 40 3 273 482 300 64 0 

1954 Owner-operator 0 0 621 330 118 399 121 0 2,316 
La ndlord •·········::3,15 2 1,680 680 46 5 81 269 259 0 0 
Tenant ..... .......... . 143 1,680 562 394 39 98 327 0 0 

1955 Owner-opera tor .. 0 0 619 328 120 408 121 0 2,546 
Landlord ............ 563 1 ,5 67 621 421 37 199 247 0 0 
Tenant ................ 250 1, 680 614 421 21166 255 0 0 

... -· -· ---- ·- . -



TABLE 9. LANDLORD'S, TENANT'S AND TOTAL INCOME ASSOCIATED WITH ALTERNATIVE FARM PROGRAMS BETWEEN TENANT'S 
AND LAND LORD'S OPTIMUM PROGRAM, 1951-55, IN DO LLARS. 

. 
Tenant's 
optim um 
program 

First Second Third 
intermediate 

program 

Fourth 
intermediate 

program 

Landlord's 
optimum 
program 

intermediate intermediate 
program program 

19 51 
Landlord's income ............... ...... ..................... ........ ...... 2,869 
Tenant's income .............. .... .......... ... .. .... ........ ...... .... ..... 3,003 

Total.. ....... ......... .......................................... ................ 5, 872 

1952 
Land lord's income ··· ·--- ---···· ·····- -·--·······- ······················-- 3,305 
Tenant's income -·--····-·-----····--·-----··········-···· ... . ..... ...... 3,304 

Total ................... ..................... .................................... 6,609 

1 953 
Landlord's income ...................... -................................. 3,583 3 ,599 
Tenant's income .......................... .............. .................... 3, 376 3,375 

Total.. ............ -..... _ ....................................................... 6,959 6,974 

1954 
La ndlord's incon;e .............................. .......................... 3,857 3,876 
Tenant's income ....... ..................................... ................ 4 ,808 4,794 

Tc.tal...·-······ ........ ................ ......................................... 8,665 8,670 

19 55 
Landlord's income ..................................... ................... 3,761 
Tenant's income .............................. .. ................ ........... 4,248 

Total ............ -...... ..... ..... ..... .................. ..... ..... .......... ..... 8,009 

lord provided with a larger amount of land and 
capital.41 

CONFLICTS BETWEEN OPTIMUM PROGRAMS OF 
LANDLORD AND TENANT 

Necessary and sufficient conditions for opti­
mum resource allocation within a rented farm 
have been expressed previously. It has been 
shown that in the typical crop-share lease applied 
to the selected quantities of resources and input­
output relationships, the sufficient condition 
(identity of rented farm plan with owner-operated 
farm plan) was not fulfilled during the period 
under analysis. To complete the ex post analysis 
of resource allocation in a typical rented farm, it 
is relevant to investigate the deviations from the 
necessary condition for efficiency (identity be­
tween landlord's and tenant's programs). 

The net incomes associated with landlord's, 
tenant's and intermediate farm plans are sum­
marized in table 9. Intermediate farm plans are 
those corresponding to iterations in the simplex 
solution between the two optima and which con­
stitute the upper boundary of the feasible com­
binations of enterprises in the landlord-tenant 
income plan. 42 

The data are graphed in fig. 5. As shown in 
the graphical presentation of the data, landlord­
tenant conflicts on intratemporal allocation of 
resources may actually fit into three general 
cases : (1) identity of plans of the two parties 
(as in 1952), (2) two alternative positions only, 

" Although t he problem of interfirm resource allocation is beyond t he 
scope of t his study, it is relevant to point out that the study of resource 
contribution within a }ease could lead to interesting suggestions pertinent 
to interindustry allocr..tion of reso:irces. 
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"See Appendix A for the procedure used in §electing the intermediate 
n\ans. 

Fig, 5. Income possibility curves for landlord and tenant in a typical 
crop-share-cash lease, l951-55. 



landlord's and tenant's optima (as in 1951 and 
1955) and (3) the two optima separated by a 
series of intermediate plans, which generate an 
income possibility curve (as in 1953 and 1954). 

Fo_r 1952, the adoption of a farm plan is not a 
source of conflict between landlord and tenant 
since a common plan maximizes the return of 
both parties (see table 9 and fig. 5). This, how­
ever, does not indicate that an efficient allocation 
of resources has been achieved, since coincidence 
between total return under unified ownership 
and rented situations is not guaranteed. In effect 
there is a sizable gap between owner-operator and 
rented situations for 1952 (see table 5 and fig. 4). 

The conflict between two alternative optimum 
programs (as in 1951 and 1955) could be solved 
in most instances through compensation. This 
could be the case when the movement from one 
optimum to the other implies an increase in total 
net income large enough to compensate the party 
whose plan is being abandoned, so as not to leave 
him worse off, and at the same time to increase 
the net income of the party whose plan is being 
adopted. In both years, the increase in total net 
income which accompanies the adoption of land­
lord's optimum program is large enough to permit 
compensation of the tenant. The conflict is less 
easily reconciled, however, when the increase in 
one party's income is equal to the decrease in the 
other party's income. 

In U)53 and 1954, intermediate farm plans be­
tween ,the two optima become feasible and the 
selecti6n of the program is therefore likely to be 
based on the bargaining strength of the two 
parti¢s. 

Tli'e ex post analysis of resource allocation in 
the / typical crop-share-cash lease leads to the 
conpiusion that the area of conflict between land­
lorZ, and tenant engendered by intratemporal im­
pe~fections in the lease is not of constant magni­
tude but varies considerably from year to year. 
As indicated by the data in table 9, landlord's 
~n~ tenant's positions are responsive to changes 
m such factors as expected prices of products, 
ch;:t!)-ges in the amount of contribution of operating 
capital and other resources and changes in the 
capital coefficients of the enterprises. These 
factors, as mentioned previously, have been 
allowed to vary during the analysis which ex­
plains the divergency between the inc~me of indi­
vidua_I years as presented in fig. 5. 

This ph3:se o~ the analysis has been chiefly 
methodological m the sense of establishing a 
procedure to ~easure intrafirm inefficiency en­
gendered by different tenure arrangements. With 
reference to the area of intratemporal resource 
allocation in a typical crop-share-cash lease the 
suggested methodological procedure has indi~ated 
the_ J?resence and delimit~d the magnitude of in­
efficiency over the per10d under analysis. In 
addition, factors which seem to affect sio-nifi­
cantly the pattern of resource allocation ~thin 
the lease have been indicated. An analysis of a 
more specific and diagnostic nature however 
which would allow only one factor to ~ary at th~ 
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t ime, is necessary to determine more precisely the 
individual impact of these factors on efficiency 
of resource use and distribution of income. . 

ALTERNATIVE LEVELS OF SUPPLEMENTARY 
CASH RENT 

Variations in the typical crop-share lease con­
sidered previously are commonly introduced by 
changing the amount of cash rent paid per acre 
on meadow and permanent pasture. If it appears 
that a higher share on grain crops may be in 
order, the cash rent for hay or pasture or build­
ings can be increased instead. But, as suggested 
in the theoretical analysis, cash rent represents 
an intrafirm "bookkeeping" which distorts the 
cost structure of some enterprises within the 
farm and becomes a cause of interenterprise cost 
transfer and, eventually, of inefficiency. 

The analysis has been performed by program­
ming, under alternative levels of cash rent, the 
bundle of resources available for production in 
the typical farm in 1955 with price expectations 
and cost coefficients of that year. The different 
cash rent was the only varied element between 
the programmed situations. As indicated earlier, 
fou r levels of cash rents were considered: $6, $10, 
$16 and $29 per acre. The first amount corre­
sponds to the rent paid in the situation previously 
analyzed for the years 1951-55; the second and 
the third are levels of cash rent commonly paid 
in north-central Iowa, the last is .equal to 
the marginal return to land associated with the 
owner-operator's optimum plan for the year under 
analysis. 

The results of the programmed solutions are 
summarized in table 10 and presented graphically 
in fig. 6. Three main effects appear to be con­
nected with the increase in the cash rent on hay: 
(1) proportional reallocation of total returns in 
favor of the landlord, (2) decrease in efficiency 
expressed as a progressive decrease in total return 
and (3) increase in conflicts between the landlord 
and the tenant on the selection of the farm plan, 
indicated by the increase of intermediate programs 
between the two optima when the cash rent is 
progressively increased. 

When the cash rent is $6 per acre, the conflict 
between the landlord and tenant is a minor one, 
concerning the levels of the rotations composing 
the plan. Given the low level of cash rent, the 
tenant prefers to allocate a larger portion of the 
tillable area to a meadow rotation than the pro­
portion which is optimum for the landlord. The 
landlord prefers a more intensive application of 
the corn-corn-soybeans rotation. The landlord's 
plan appears to be slightly more profitable than 
the tenant's plan. 

When the cash rent is raised to $10 per acre, 
the main impact, particularly between landlord's 
and tenant's optimum plan, is of a reduction in 
efficiency rather than a redistribution of income. 
The tenant's optimum program is, in total, more 
advantageous, and compensation to the landlord 
could be easily applied. 

Wh~n th~ cash :r~nt is raised to $16 and $29 



TABLE 10 . FARM PROGRAMS AND ASSOCIATED INCOME FOR A TYPI CA L CROP- SH ARE LEASE I N T H E DIFFERENT LEVELS OF 
CASH RE T O H AY, 19 55 . 

Tota l L an dlord's 
net income net income 

(doll'lrs) (dollars) 

Cush rent on h ay $6 
Te nant's optimum program ... ............ .. .... ........ . 8.009 3, 761 

La ndlord' s optimum program .. ........................ 8,013 3.787 

Cash ren t on ha/ $l0 
Tenant's optimum program .. .................. .......... 7.8~1 3 ,872 

L a nd lord ' s optimum Program ····--·· ········---······· 7, 573 3,873 

Cash rent on hay $16 
T ena nt's optimum progr am ···· ·-·-·--· -·-·· ····· ··· ···-· 7. 523 3,989 

First intermediate program ··-•···--·--··--·-·-· -· ·-· 7,535 4,00 2 

Second intermed iate program -----· ··--------------···- 7,3 86 4 .01 0 

L a ndlord's optim um prog ram --····--·-·--·--·--------· 7 ,375 4,010 

Cash rent on hay $29 
Tena nt's optimum program --··•··--·-··-·- -----·--····-· 7 ,178 3,739 

F irst interm ediate prog ram ·-··•···---- -·-· ·---· ··· -···· · 7 ,424 4,068 

Seco nd intermediate progr:'lm -· -· ··· ·-··-··--- --··-···· 7,271 4,10 2 

L a ndlord's optimum p l'ogram ·-· -··· - -··-···-· ····--· 7,07$ 4,129 

per acre, both reduction in efficiency and transfer 
of income seem to occur. Moreover, the conflicts 
between the two parties on the selection of the 
farm plan become more acute. The meadow 
rotations become less profitable for the tenant 
while becoming highly profitable for the land­
lord . The intermediate plans, combining both 
preferences, bear returns higher than the extreme 
plans. Their total income, however, is consider­
ably lower than the one characterizing the most 
convenient farm plan when the cash rent on hay 
is smaller. A reduction in total return of $589 
is suffered in moving from the most profitable 
plan associated with a cash rent of $6 to the one 
associated with $29 per acre cash rent. 

The empirical evidence obtained through this 
analysis leads to the conclusion that cash rent 
on hay, viewed as a measure of income redistri­
bution between the parties of the lease, has a 
detrimental impact on the efficiency of resource 
allocation. Interenterprise cost transfer engen­
dered by the distortion in cost structure associ­
a~ed with the payment of cash r ent on hay con­
siderably reduces the possibility of achieving an 
efficient allocation of resources within the farm . 
It is therefore advisable to adopt other measures 
to achieve the desired income transfer between 
the partie and1 thus, maintain efficiency. 

Te nan t's 
Rotat:on i:- • net income Hoqs Ca lves L imi t ing 

(dollars) (acres) ( litter s) (numbe1·) resources 

4,248 80 CCOM , ( I 54 La nd 
16 CCOM, Landlord 's capita l 
72 CCSb, H ay 

Corn 
4,226 8 1 CCSb, 48 L a nd 

8G CCOM, L andlord's cap ital 
H ay 
Corn 

3 ,949 84 CCOM , 49 L and 
81 CCSb, L andlord's capita l 

H ay 
Corn 

3.700 84 CCOM, 21 0 Land 
81 CCSb, L a ndlord 's capita l 

H ay 
Corn 

3,534 80 CCOM , 2 48 Land 
81 CCSb, La ndl ord's capita l 

3 CCSb, H ay 
Corn 

3,533 84 CCUM , 2 48 Lan d 
8 1 CCSb, La nd lord's capita l 

Tena nt 's capita l 
Corn 

3,376 ltO CCOM, 46 Lan d 
45 CCSb, L and lord' s capital 

Tenant's capi tal 
Corn 

3,365 120 CCOM, 22 0 Land 
45 CCSb, L andlord's capita l 

Corn 

3,439 105 CC$b, 1~ 0 L and 
63 CCSb, L a ndlord's capita l 

Co rn 
3.358 84 CCOM , 21 0 Land 

81 CCSb, Landl ord's ca pital 
Corn 

3. 169 1 20 CCOM , 22 0 L a nd 
45 CCSb,, Landlol'd's capital 

Corn 
2.84 6 56 CCOM, ~3 0 L and 

11 2 CCOM, L andlord's cap ital 
Corn 

V ARIABLE OPERATING CAPITAL; 
A RESTRICTION IN ALTERNATIVE LEASES 

The total amount of operating capital and the 
portions contributed by each party also appeared 
to be relevant elements in determining the level 
of efficiency achievable in the selected farm. 
Analysis is now directed to comparing the ef­
ficiencies of alternative leases and determining 
for each lease the optimum levels of operating 
capital to be contributed by each party. 

The allocation of resources and the r eturn 
obtained under a situation of owner-operatorship 
is also assumed here to be the norm with which 
alternative arrangements are compared. The leases 
for which efficiency is measured and compared 
are: (1) the typical crop-share-cash lease with 
$6 cash rent on hay, (2) a crop-share lease modi­
fied on the basis of the incentive conditions for 
intratemporal efficiency and (3) a typical live­
stock-share lease.4 3 The analysis is performed 
by applying to each of these situations the modifi­
cation to the linear programming technique where­
by the optimum farm organization can be deter­
mined with one resource as a continuous variable, 

•J:i A description of these leases is found in a later section. 
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ating capital is the resource which is applied to 
the bundle of resources available for production 
in the selected farm with price expectations for 
the year 1955. • 

OPTIMUM FARM PLANS UNDER OWNER­

OPERATORSHIP 

The farm plans resulting from the programming 
solution for an owner-operator situation when 
capital is allowed to vary are presented in table 
11 and graphed fig. 7. All plans representing 
"corner" points are included to indicate the capital 
level at which the farm plan changes because a 
resource other than operating capital becomes 
restricting. In the graphical presentation of 
the results, the total distance to the uppermost 
line, or the points P i (i = 1 to 9), represents the 
total returns (on the vertical axis) associated with 
the amount of capital indicated on the horizontal 
axis. The total returns are divided into the 
portions contributed by the enterprises comprising 
the plan. For example, at P s the total returns 
are made up of hogs and crop returns and amount 
to $9,580. Of this, $6,720 is credited to the 
rotation enterprise and the remainder contributed 
by the hog enterprises. Point Pg represents maxi­
mum profits from fixed resources other than 
capital ; the amount of capital ($15,205) used at 
this point defines the magnitude where capital 
is unlimiting. 

Fig. 6. Income possibi lity curves for alternative levels of cash rent 
or. hay with a typical crop-share-cash lease. 

Under the assumed level of management and 
price expectations, crops have investment priority 
at low levels of capital. Up to $5,247 (P. ) it 
appears more convenient to invest in rotations 
while gradually increasing their level of fertili­
zation. After P1 , livestock enterprises become 
profitable, and their proportion of total returns 

while all others are held constant.<• Here, oper-

" This modification to the simplex solution is described in a n article by 
Candler, op. cit. The adaptation of this method to the present study 
is summarized in Appendix A . 

TABLE 11. OPTIMUM FARM PROGRAMS UNDER OWNER-OPERATORSHIP. 

Farm programs Operatin g Tota l 
and capi tal capital return RJtat ions Hogs 

optima (dollars) (dolla rs) (acres) (litters) 

1 2,950 4,555 168 CSbCOM, 0 

2 3,450 5,154 168 CSbCOM2 0 

~ 4,420 6,047 168 CCSb2 0 

4 5,247 6,no 168 CCSb, u 

5 9,046 9,580 168 CCSba 24 

6 10,601 10,364 168 CCSb, 24 

7 14,158 11,633 42 CCSb, i4 
128 CSbCOM, 

15,000 11,823 30 CCSba 24 
56 CCOM, 
80 CSbCOM, 

15,205 11,864 30 ccsb. Z4 
56 CCOM, 
80 CSbCOM, 
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F ig . 7. Optimum farm plans for an owner-operator under variable capital restri ctions. 

becomes increasingly greater as the point at which 
capital is not limiting is approached. At high 
levels of operating captial, pasture-fed calves enter 
the farm plan as the most profitable enterprise. 
This induces a modification in the type of rotations 
to meet the forage requirements for the increased 
number of livestock. 

The farm plans at the various capital levels 
represent the profit-maximizing plans for a situ­
a:ion of owner-operatorship. Thus, they constitute 
the norm to be achieved under alternative tenure 
arrangements and, specifically, alternative leases. 

OPTIMUM FARM PLANS UNDER 
CROP-SHARE-CASH LEASE 

The optimum farm plans with variable capital 
have been computed for both the landlord's and 
the tenant's profit-maximizing programs. The 
comparison between the optimum farm plans as­
sociated with maximization of returns for the 
landlord and the tenant provides useful insight 
into the agreement between the two parties at 
each capital level and a comparison with capital 
levels and total returns under owner-operator­
ship. 

Tenant's optimum farm plans under a typical 
crop-share-cash lease are summarized in table 12 
and shown graphically in fig. 8. Table 13 and 
fig. 9 contain landlord's optimum plans and as­
sociated levels of capital. 

A comparative analysis of the two situations 
shows clearly the relevant role played by the 
total amount of operating capital and the quotas 
contributed by each party in the efficient use of 
the fix;l;)g l;>imdle of resources. Tenant's optimum 

plans given the division of crops specified by the 
typic~l lease, show a priority of invE:stment in 
livestock enterprises even at low capital levels. 
This is in contrast to the typical situation in 
soils such as the Clarion-Webster where opti­
mum farm plans call for capital use in crops 
before livestock. The first capital optimum under 
the tenant's optimum plans implies high levels 
of capital investment from both parties ($1,005 
from the landlord and $7,785 from the tenant). 
In the landlord's optimum plans, vice versa, be­
fore reaching such a level of capital investments 
there are two plans requiring only $294 (P1) and 
$717 (P2) from the landlord. This would explain 
the relatively small amount of capital (around 
$500) contributed in practice by the landlord 
under the typical crop-share-cash lease. The con­
trast between landlord's and tenant's requirements 
of capital throws light on the conflicts between 
the parties of the lease. It is evident that the 
small quantities of landlord's capital sufficient to 
arrive at the landlord's first and second capital 
optima are too restrictive for the tenant's first 
optimum plan. 

To compare more closely and to formulate 
suggestions about the optimum proportional con­
tributions of capital by both parties, the levels of 
capital requirements associated with tenant's and 
landlord's optimum plans have been graphed in 
fig. 10. Landlord's capital is represented on the 
horizontal axis and that of the tenant on the 
vertical axis. The capital to be contributed by 
each party according to landlord's and tenant's 
optimum plans are plotted to form two capital 
requirement curves. Each curve specifies the 
quantity of capital that the other party has to 
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TABLE lZ. TENANT'S OPTI MUM FARM PROGRAMS UNDER THE TYPICA L CROP-SHARE LEASE , 1955. 

Farm programs Tota l L andlord's T enant's T ota l L and lord 's Te na nt ' s 
and capita l capital capital capital return return l'eturn Roiation H ogs 

op t ima (dol la rs ) (dollars) \dollars ) (do ll ars) (dollars ) (dollars) (acres) (litters) 

1 8,788 1,005 7,783 9,1 50 4,30 9 4,82 1 159 CCSb, 24 

2 9,098 l .0 63 8,030 9,527 4,58 0 4,94 7 168 CC[;b, ,4 

3 9,574 1,068 8, 506 9,73 5 4,580 5, 155 1 68 CCSb, t4 

10,837 1,387 9,450 10,034 4,6 23 5,4 11 168 CCSb, 24 

~ 11,1 99 1, 387 9,8H 10 ,083 4,623 5,480 168 CCSb, 22 

TABLE Jo. L ANDLORD'S OPTIMUM FA RM PROGRAMS UN DER THE TYPICAL CROP-SHARE 
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spective optim um p lans in a typical crop-share lease. 

contribute to achieve a specified capital optimum. 
The capital optima are labeled as in the previous 
figures with subscripts specifying landlord's and 
tenant's optima. For example, P aL refers to the 
second capital optimum for the landlord, while 
? 5T indicates the fifth capital optimum for the 
tenant. 

The space above the landlord's capital require­
ment curve indicates feasible amounts of tenant's 
capital, while the space below contains quantities 
too restricting to achieve the landlord's optimum. 
Analogously, the space to the right of the tenant's 
capital requirement curve includes feasible quan­
tities of landlord's capital, whereas the quan­
tities to the left of the curve are insufficient 
for the tenant's optimum plans. It becomes 
possible, on the basis of the capital requirements 
of both parties, to determine the respective quan­
tities of capital which would eliminate conflicts 
in the use of operating capital within the farm. 
As indicated in fig . 10, the capital associated 
with P 3L permits the achievement of Pn and 
P aT; similarly, the quantity of landlord's capital 
required by P,,L permits the attainment of P.T 
and P 5 '1' . Both P 1L and P 2L would become sources 
of conflict between the landlord and the tenant, 
because the amount of landlord's capital is too 
limited to at~ain even the first optimum plan of 
the tenant. 

In conclusion, it appears that, given the level 
of technology, quantitie3 of fixed resources, level 
of management and price expectations assumed 
in this study, to eliminate the intratemporal con­
fli ct between the two parties in the typical crop­
share-cash lease, the landlord's contribution of 
capital ought not to be inferior to the quantity 
required by P 3,1, ($1,068). Assuming that the 
landlord has to borrow the capital on the market, 
both plans would appear to be profitable since 
P aL and P,,L give marginal net returns to capital 
of $1.08 and $0.13, respectively. In practice, these 
rates will be discounted for risk and uncertainty 
but, even then, it is likely that both PaL and 
P"L would be profitable for the landlord. 

The comparison between the efficiency of the 
typical crop-share lease with the owner-operated 
situation is shown in a later section when all 
the alternative leases considered are compared 
simultaneously with the norm. 

OPTIMUM FARM PLANS UNDER MODIFIED 
CROP-SHARE LEASE 

A set of incentive conditions for attaining 
efficiency and equity has been advanced in the 
literature dealing with the problem of resource 
allocation in leasing arrangements.15 Of the 
four incentive conditions, two deal specifically 
with the problem of intratemporal resource al­
location. They state that : (1) The share of the 
factor of variable input must be the same as the 
share of output of product obtained from it. (2) 
The shares of all products must be the same. 

The empirical investigations dealing with these 

45 See Hurlblnt, op. cit., p. 86. 
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conditions have been restricted thus far to 
ascertaining the extent of their existence in 
representative types of leases. The previous sec­
tions of this study have indicated the impact on 
intrafirm efficiency when the division of costs 
and benefits is not based on these conditions. 
Attention now turns to determining the effect 
on efficiency and sharing of income when these 
two incentive conditions are applied to the typical 
crop-share lease.4 6 

Tenant's and landlord's optimum plans are pre­
sented in tables 14 and 15 and illustrated graphi­
cally in figs. 11 and 12. 

The modifications in the sharing rules engender 
an agreement between the parties on the farm 
plans to be adopted even at low levels of capital. 
For the tenant, because of the reduced amount 
of capital he has to contribute to each crop enter­
prise, investment in livestock at low capital levels 
loses priority with respect to rotations and fertili­
zer. Investment in livestock takes place only 
when total capital has increased to $9,046 (P 5 ). 
The last plan, P 9, involves a decrease in total 
return because of the sizable fall in landlord's 
return and the slight increment in tenant's in­
come. This plan, however, is nonprofitable from 

46 A description of the svecific arrangements of this modification is given 
in table 4 . 

the point of view of the farm as a unit, and it is 
likely that both parties will agree on adopting 
the preceding plan, P 8 • 

The second impact of the incentive conditions 
is a decrease in every plan in the share of returns 
going to the landlord. This fall in landlord's in­
come is accompanied by an increase in the pro­
portion of capital he has to contribute. 

The capital requirement curves connected with 
this lease are presented in fig. 13. The first four 
optimum plans for both parties call for identical 
amounts of capital, thus eliminating the pos­
sibility of conflicts within the firm regarding 
the allocation of capital to the fixed resources. 

The fourth landlord's optimum plan provides 
sufficient capital to permit the achievement of 
tenant's fifth and sixth plan. Similarly, landlord's 
last plan (Psd corresponds to tenant's seventh 
and eighth plans. 

In conclusion, this modified crop-share lease 
eliminate~ the conflicts in allocation of resources 
present in a typical crop-share contract. It is 
unlikely, however, that a landlord will be willing 
to adopt this lease because of reduction of his 
income and greater involvement in production 
risk and uncertainty through an increase in his 
share of capital. Once high levels of capital have 
been reached, probably a livestock-share lease 
would appear convenient for the landlord. 

TABLE 14. TENANT"S OPTIMUM PROGRAMS UNDER THE MODIFIED CROP-SHARE LEASE, 1956. 

F arm programs Total Land lord's Tenant's Total Landlord's Tenant's 
and capital capital capital capital return return return Rotation H ogs Calves Limiting 

optima (dollars) (dollars) (dollars) (dollars) (dolla r s) (dollars) (acres) (litters) (n umber) resou rces 

1 2, 950 1 ,475 1,475 4,534 2,2 67 2,267 168 CSbCOM, 0 0 Capital 
Land 

2 3,460 1,730 1.730 5,154 2,5 77 2,577 168 CSbCOM, 0 0 Capital 
Land 

3 4,420 2,210 2,2 10 6,044 3,022 3,022 168 CCSb, 0 0 Capital 
Land 

4 5,246 2.624 2,629 6,720 3,360 3,360 168 CCSb, 0 0 Capital 
Land 

5 9,046 2,624 6,422 9,590 3,360 6,220 168 CCSb, 24 0 Capital 
Land 
Hog housing 

6 ~.501 2, 624 6,577 9,810 3,360 6,450 168 CCSb, 24 4 Capital 
Land 
Hog housing 
Corn 

7 10, 73'/ 2,9n 7,765 10,135 3, 356 6,749 16~ CCSb, 24 8 Capital 
Land 
H og housing 
Cash 

8 11 ,0 71 2,9 72 8,099 10 ,28 9 3,385 6,673 168 CCSb, 22 14 Capital 
Land 
Hay 
Corn 

9 12,745 2,698 10 ,030 9,7 91 2,895 6,694 10 CCSb, 7 52 Capital 
78 CCOM, La nd 

Hay 
Corn 
May-June labor 

TABLE 15. LANDLORD'S OPTIMUM PROGRAMS UNDER THE MODIFIED CROP-SHARE LEASE, 1955. 

Farm program s Tota! Lan dlord 's Tenant's Total La ndlord's Tenant's 
a nd capital capital capital capital retu rn return return Rotation Hogs Calves Limiting 

optima (dollars) (dollars ) (dollars) (dollars) (dollars ) (do!Jars) (ac,·es) ( li tte rs) (number) resources 

1 2.~50 1,475 1,475 4,53 4 2, 267 2, 267 168 CSbCOM1 0 0 Capital 
Land 

z 3,460 1,730 1,no 5,154 2,5 77 2,5 77 168 CSbCOM, 0 0 Capital 
Land 

3 4,4 lU 2,no 2,2 10 6,044 3,022 3,022 168 CCSb, 0 0 Capital 
Land 

4 5,248 Z,624 2,624 6,720 3,360 3,3 60 168 CCSb, 0 0 Capital 
Land 

5 5,945 2,97 2 2,972 6,772 3.as5 3,368 168 CCSb, () 0 Capital 
La nd 
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Fig. 11 . Opti m um fa rm plans for 
t he tenant in a modified crop-sh a r e 
lease u nder variable capita l restri c­
tions. 
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OPTIM UM FARM PLANS UNDER LIVESTOCK- SHARE 
LEASE 

In a livestock-share contract, the equal sharing 
of benefits and costs between the two parties 
of the lease is not limited to the crop enterprises 
but also includes the livestock activities which 
enter the f arm plan.47 

" See table 4 fol' a descripticn of t he characteristics of this lease . 
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TABLE 16. TENANT'S A N D LANDLORD'S OPTIMUM PROGRAM S UNDER A TYPICA L LI VESTO CK-SHARE L EASE , 19 55 . 

F a rm nrogra ms Tota l L a nd lord's Te nant' s T otal L a ndlord' s Ten a nt's 
a nd r ap.ta ! ca pi tal ca pi tal ca pita l return return 

optim a (do ll a rs) (dolla r s ) (dol la rs) (do ll a rs) (do ll a rs) 

1 2, 950 1 ,47 5 1, 475 4,534 2,26 7 

2 3, 460 1,730 1, 7 3u 5,1 54 2,5 77 

a 4 .4 20 2,2 10 2,2 10 6,046 3,023 

5 .24 8 .!,6 24 2 , 62 4 6,72 0 3,3 60 

5 9,04G 4, 523 4 ,523 9,580 4 ,79 0 

6 10.6(10 5,300 5,300 10,364 5,1 82 

7 14.1 58 7 .079 7,079 11. 63 4 5 .817 

8 15, 000 7,500 1, ;,0 0 11 ,822 5, 911 

y 15.2 06 ., ,60~ 7,603 11 ,864 5,932 

This rental arrangement brings about a com­
plete agreement between landlord and tenant in 
the intratemporal allocation of resources. The 
agreement exists at all capital levels, as indicated 
by the data in table 16, illustrated in fig. 14. 
The selection of farm plans is identical to the 
one obtained under a situation of owner-operator­
ship. Capital investment in crop enterprises and 
ferti lizer have priority over the livestock activities 
which enter the plan only when the total capital 
available is greater than $5,248. Hogs are the 
more profitable livestock enterprise up to $9,000 
of capital. Beef cattle then enter the plan, modi­
fying the crop combination because of the in-

12,ooo 

10,000 

HOGST 

return Rotat ion Hogs Calves Limi ting 
(doll a rs) (acres) (l it t ers) ( number ) resources 

2,2 67 16 8 CSbCOM1 0 0 Capital 
Lan d 

2,5 77 168 CSbCOM, 0 0 Capita l 
L an d 

3,023 1 68 CCSb, 0 0 Capita l 
L and 

3.36 0 168 CCSba 0 0 Capita l 
L a nd 

4,79 0 168 CCSba " 4 0 Land 
Capita l 
Hog housing 

6 .182 168 CGS b, ~-l 13 L and 
Capita l 
Hog housin g 
H a y 

5,8 17 42 CCSba z~ 50 Land 
12 5 CS bCO M:1 Capit a l 

Hog housin g 
Corn, Hay 

5, 911 33 CCSb, 24 57 Land, Capital 
Hog housi ng 
Corn, H ay 
May-June labor 

5, 982 30 CCSb, 24 58 Land 
85 CSbCOM , C'.lpita l 

Corn 
5 2 CCOM, Hog- housing 

May-June la bor 

creased feed requirements. Finally, at P 0 further 
application of capital would not increase total 
return because the fixed resources (land, labor 
and livestock housing) become restrictive, and 
only a change in their quantities would permit 
expansion of output. 

COMPARISON OF OPTIMUM PROGRAMS 

The discussion in the previous sections has 
been focused on the conflict between the land­
lord and the tenant within a specified lease. 

To test the over-all efficiency of the leasing 
arrangements considered here, the optimum plans 

8 ,000 
---- ----------,o~ ,r 8 ,....,. 

(/) 

a: 
{ 
_J 
..J 
0 
Q <o,ooo 
V 

Ill 
z 
<! 
:> 
I- 4,ooo UJ 
rt. 

2 ,000 

0 

62 

~ 
./J 
1/) 

/;; 
./J 
U) 

u 
IJ 

j ,,,,,.,,. ----------- - ---
.,..,,..,,. 

J 
N 

./J 
IJl 
IJ 
V 

4 ,000 

. I 
IO 

./J 
IJ) 

\J 
\J 

CC S b 3 L 

6 ,000 
CAPITAL 

HOGSL 
' :r \[)"~ 

" , -.... 
'-....cs1,coM3r 

-.... 
-.... 

12,C.:00 

-..... 
-..... 

-..... 
-.... 

''\ 
CSbCCM \ 

'.::iL 

~\ § 
{' ,g 
0 

14,000 

Fig . 14. Landlord's and tenant's 
optimum pla ns in a li vestock~share 
lease under vari able restrictions. 
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of each party of a lease are compared with the 
plans attainable under owner-operatorship. For 
clarity of illustration, the relationship between 
capital and returns for each situation is illustrated 
graphically in fig. 15. 

The figure indicates coincidence between opti­
mum plans of owner-operatorship and livestock­
share lease. The association between benefits 
and costs guaranteed by the terms of the live­
stock-share lease eliminates the intratemporal 
inefficiencies connected with the sharing of in­
puts and outputs. 

The modified crop-share lease induces the opti­
mum plans of both parties to coincide with those 
of the owner-operator up to the point at which 
the livestock enterprises are introduced into the 
plan. In the last plans, there is a reduction in 
efficiency, as shown graphically by a deviation 
of the lines representing landlord's and tenant's 
optimum plans in the modified crop-share lease 
from the owner-operator's curve. 

The deviation from the owner-operator curve 
is greater in the case of the typical crop-share 
lease. At low levels of capital, the inefficiency 
is particularly conspicuous; it decreases consider­
ably when the amount of capital is increased. 
Tangency with the owner-operator's curve is at­
tained only at the third optimum plan for the 
landlord . The tenant's curve, even though it 
approaches the owner-operator's curve, never 
achieves tangency because of the intrafirm cost 
transfers induced by the cash rent on hay. 

This comparative analysis, focused on efficiency, 
permits selection of the most efficient arrange­
ments, given certain restrictions on the amount 
of capital available, and selection of optimum 
quantities of capital, given a specific lease. The 
m~strations of these twofold advantages con-

nected with the analysis are evident from the 
preceding tables and figures. 

It is obvious, however, that efficiency both 
within and between leases is not the only criterion 
to determine the practical selection of a given 
rental contract. The sharing of income connected 
with each lease definitely will influence the type 
of contract that both landlord and tenant will 
be willing to accept. It is thus reasonable to 
expect that the typical crop-share lease will not 
be easily abandoned by landlords because of the 
higher proportion of total return connected with 
it. This is particularly relevant at low levels of 
landlord's capital. The previous analysis, how­
ever, provides useful suggestions on the capital 
arrangements between parties even when the 
typical crop-share lease is maintained. At higher 
capital levels, the livestock-share lease becomes 
more profitable to both parties and is likely to 
be adopted . 

POSSIBLE USES AND EXTENSION 
OF RESULTS OF THE STUDY 

MAXIMIZING PRODUCTIVITY OF RESOURCES 

Efficiency, that is attainment of maximum 
value product from a given bundle of resources, 
has been assumed to be the goal commonly pursued 
by both landlord and tenant in the leases con­
sidered in this study. Nevertheless, it is realistic 
to expect that, within a certain range, both parties 
are actually concerned with maximization of their 
individual returns from the stock of available 
resources. Conflicts between these two alter­
native positions, not necessarily present from a 
theoretical standpoint, arise in practice because 
of (1) qualitative distribution of resources be-
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tween individuals and (2) customary and tra­
ditional ways to contribute resources and share 
returns. With respect to the former, if both 
landlord and tenant owned and contributed some 
portion of all the resources, the application of 
conditions leading to both individual and over-all 
efficiency would follow naturally. But when the 
distribution of resources between individuals is 
such, as in our society, that ownership is fairly 
well specialized so that leases are actually based 
on lumpy contributions of different resources 
and only a few resources are contributed in com­
mon, achieving efficiency becomes a more in­
volved problem. The main difficulty stems from 
the fact that each party would consider the re­
sources contributed by the other party as a vari­
able factor applied to his stock of fixed resources. 

Since recommendations about eventual dissatis­
faction with the pattern of resource ownership 
among individuals fall outside the area of concern 
of the research worker, suggestions about ef­
ficiency in leasing arrangements must refer to 
the most appropriate contribution of fixed re­
sources by landlords and tenants and modifications 
in current leasing provisions. 

In the first area, the problem is the one of 
determining the size of the economic unit to be 
organized through leasing. The norm to be 
achieved is contributions of resources of a quality 
and quantity that would be achieved by an 
entrepreneur in traditional firm analysis. In 
other words, the conditions regulating achieve­
ment of production equilibrium in the firm also 
would apply in determining the quantities of re­
sources to be contributed by landlord and tenant. 
Basically, the criterion which determines the 
quantity of each factor to be used in the firm is 
equation of the marginal value product with the 
market price. In practice, resources are owned 
in a discrete manner which makes the possibilities 
of substitution between factors relatively limited. 
This criterion, however, may be approximated. 
Intersectoral mobility of resources is relevant and 
cannot be excluded from consideration in deter­
mining optimum farm size. 

The initial contribution of fixed resources by 
landlord and tenant is essential for the use and 
productivity of variable resources and the final 
achievement of efficiency. The institutional en­
vironment has established relatively inflexible 
provisions for sharing costs and benefits, re­
gardless of the quantitie3 and productivities of 
the various resources. In the light of these 
considerations, research devoted to efficiency in 
leasing arrangements ought to be directed toward 
(1) determining optimum combinations of fixed 
resources and (2) suggesting leasing provisions 
which would not lead to conflicts between parties 
on allocation of resources and which would result 
in a production structure similar to the one 
characteristic under unified resource ownership 
and control. 

Optimum allocation of resources under a situ­
ation of unified ownership and control is attained 
through the application of the four conditions for 
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leasing efficiency as specified in the literature.48 

These conditions per se are not sufficient to 
guarantee achievement of efficiency, however, 
since they are concerned exclusively with allo­
cation of costs and benefits after the fixed re­
sources have been committed. Efficiency con­
ditions apply only to short-run allocation problems 
and cannot obviate possible distortions stemming 
from the combination of fixed resources. 

Research on efficiency in farm leasing has only 
recently abandoned the descriptive approach and 
is attempting investigations of a more analytical 
nature. The process, however, is long and in­
volved. Establishment of norms (unified owner­
ship and control) and efficiency conditions rep­
resent only the frame within which to operate. 
This study is an initial attempt to suggest 
methodological procedures and investigate em­
pirical relationships between types of cases and 
quantities of resources available in rented farms. 
The empirical section just presented has shown, 
for instance, that conflict between landlord and 
tenant in a typical share lease about the selection 
of the intratemporal farm program disappears 
when certain levels of operating capital become 
available. To be able to make empirical recom­
mendations, the investigation must be extended 
to other situations with respect to the availability 
of resources and to the degree of control of them 
by both parties. A complete investigation would 
require the analysis of the two continua: (1) 
quantity and quality of resources and (2) degree 
of ownership and control on the resources and 
their allocation. Empirical knowledge of the 
range and frequency distribution of these two 
populations would permit the formation of a 
composite population which would include the 
characteristics of both continua. Selection and 
detailed study of cases throughout the resulting 
population would render greater reliability to the 
empirical recommendations. 

SHARING INCOME AND RESOURCE CONTRIBUTIONS 

Efficiency of resource use is only one side of 
the economic problem of farm leasing. Distribu­
tion of revenue within the firm between the 
leasing parties is another crucial aspect, strictly 
related to the problem of efficiency. The di­
vergency between distribution of revenue and 
efficiency is induced by the rigidity of customary 
sharing provisions, as compared with the relative 
variability of resource contributions. Rigid leasing 
arrangements obviously cannot be appropriate 
for the variety of resource contributions, both 
quantitative and qualitative. The inflexibility 
of sharing provisions is partly understandable. 
This applies specifically to cases in which one 
of the fixed resources is present in such a quantity 
that its marginal product is not significantly 
different from zero. Therefore, it is necessary 
also from the distributive standpoint to investigate 
the two continua, quantity of resources and de­
gree of ownership and control, to gain a more 
accurate understanding of the impact of insti-
48 Hurlburt, op. cit . . p. 86. 



tutional arrangements on economic aspects of 
leasing. 

Application of the incentive conditions for ef­
ficiency in leasing also determines the pattern 
of distribution of r evenue within the firm, but, 
as from the efficiency point of view, possible 
disequalities originating from initial contribution 
of fixed resources are not taken into account. 
This confirms the need to investigate, over the 
populations of leases and quantities of resources, 
the relationships among revenues forthcoming 
from customary sharing provisions and those 
which would exist if other subdivisions on the 
basis of marginal products were applied. 

RESOLVING CONFLICTS BETWEEN LANDLORD 
AND TENANT 

The empirical section of this study has shown 
the presence of conflicts between the parties of 
the lease induced by customary leasing provisions. 
Conflicts originate from the fact that different 
production programs maximize returns for the 
landlord and the tenant. At the same time, 
intermediate positions between the two extremes 
also may be feasible. Strictly from an efficiency 
standpoint, the position involving the largest 
total return is identified by the point of tangency 
of a 45° line to the income possibility curve. 
The distributive aspect of the lease brings about 
some difficulties because of the contrasting posi­
tions that landlord and tenant would select along 
the income possibility curve. The relationship 
is highly analogous to the one characteristic of 
bilateral monopoly, where the position involving 
the largest value of the sum of the returns of 
the two parties is identifiable, but the sharing of 
the total return is d2cided through bargaining. 
Movements from one corner to another along the 
income possibility curve could become feasible 
in the cases in which the increase in total income 
were sufficiently large to allow compensation to 
the losing party. Conflicts of this nature are as­
sociated with customary leasing provisions. 

Improvement of leasing arrangements, in the 
sense of eliminating conflicts between the parties, 
has to be pursued through appropriate modifi­
cations of contributions of costs and reception of 
benefits. Application of the incentive conditions, 
accompanied by the necessary adjustments in 
variable and fixed resources, would eliminate 
disagreements between the parties on the farm 
program to be adopted. Abandonment of cus­
tomary and traditional arrangements is not easily 
induced, however, because of the necessary re­
adjustment in sharing of returns and resource 
contribution. It is likely that the party negatively 
affected by the modification would call on insti­
tutional inflexibility of leases to maintain the 
status quo. 

Also in this area, future research might be 
efficiently directed toward examining over the 
two continua the degree of conflicts between the 
parties of the lease. Adjustments needed at various 
levels of the two continua (quantity of resources 
i:l:nd degree of ownership and control) might be 

proficiently pointed out, thus providing landlords 
and tenants with a more complete, accurate frame­
work of informatipn on which to base decisions. 

FURTHER RESEARCH SUGGESTED BY STUDY 

This study might be considered as an initial 
step in a series of investigations into the manifold 
economic aspects of farm leasing. Expansion of 
the present study may consist of various sections 
which are briefly described. 

EFFECTS OF VARIATION IN PRICES AND COSTS 

Variation in prices of products and factors of 
production considerably affects return expecta­
tions of both landlords and tenants and, conse­
quently, the extent of agreement about the farm 
program to be adopted. While this is theoretically 
evident, it is not easy to predict the concrete 
impact of price fluctuations on leasing. A more 
accurate knowledge could be attained by extend­
ing the approach used in the present study and 
determining the reaction of alternative leasing 
arrangements to variations in prices. The modi­
fied simplex solution allowing for price vari­
ability could be profitably used in analyzing this 
aspect of leasing.49 This technique could be com­
bined with the modification to the simplex solu­
tion suggested in this study and with the pro­
cedure allowing variation in operating capital. 

Knowledge of the reaction of landlord and tenant 
to changes in prices under alternative leasing 
provisions would be a further contribution to the 
problem of intertemporal allocation of resources 
in leasing arrangements. The study of reaction 
to price variation should also be performed for 
representative cases throughout the two continua. 

INTERTEMPORAL RESOURCE ALLOCATION 

lntertemporal resource allocation includes prob­
lems stemming from tenure uncertainty and al­
location of resources over time. Little empirical 
work has been undertaken fo this relatively new 
field. so More information is needed about the 
subjective discount rate attached by tenants to 
tenure uncertainty and consequent patterns of 
preference of investment between time periods. 
Information of this nature could also be collected 
while investigating the two continua of resource 
availability and degree of resource control. Once 
empirical knowledge about discount rates becomes 
available and, therefore, input-output coefficients 
adjustable accordingly, representative situations 
out of the two continua could be programmed over 
time. Eventual deviation in efficiency and con­
flict between parties engendered by alternative 
systems of allocating resources over time could 
thus be pointed out. This segment of analysis 

" See Candler, Wilfred. A modified simp lex solution for linear 
programmino: with variable prices. Jour. Farm Econ. 39:409-428. 1 957. 
~0 See Smith, Wes ley G. Dynamic linear programming of conservation 
a lternatives, including household consumpt ion. Unpublished Ph.D. 
t hesis. Iowa State University Library, Ames. 1958: a nd Loftsgard, 
Lau rel D. Linear programmi ng of dynamic p lans for an actual farm 
a nd househo ld. Unpul/li~hed Ph.D. t hesis . Iowa State Un iversity Li ­
bra ry, A mes. 1958, 
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would be the complement of the investigation on 
intratemporal allocation initiated by this study. 
Customary leasing provisions could then be wholly 
evaluated and confronted with alternative ar­
rangements in terms of efficiency and conflicts 
between parties. 

ANALYSIS OF FIXED RESOURCE CONTRIBUTIONS 

Intratemporal problems refer only to allocation 
of variable resources to the bundle of fixed re­
sources contributed by both parties. As mentioned 
previously, however, proportions and total amount 
of fixed resources are essential elements for the 
achievement of long-term efficiency. 

Analysis of optimum contributions of fixed 
resources may be performed by applying linear 
programming with variable resource restriction. 
The procedure which, in this study, has been 
applied to capital may be used to determine 
changes in farm programs and variation of mar­
ginal return to all the nsources limiting the 
production possibility of the firm. The criterion 
of relating the marginal return of each resource 
to its market price would indicate the optimum 
quantity of each factor to be used by the firm 

and, therefore, to be contributed by the parties. 

INSTITUTIONS 4s FACILITATING AND OBSTRUCTING 

FACTORS 

Both this study and those previously suggested 
have been based on the fundamental assumption 
that achievement of efficiency is the major and 
common objective pursued by landlord and tenant. 
It is reasonable to expect, however, that in practice 
actions of both parties are guided and motivated 
by many factors besides "maximization of re­
turns." Observance of institutional arrangements 
plays an essential role in the determination of 
rental contracts and in guiding and controlling 
their rate of change over time. While it is out­
side the competence of the research worker to 
modify institutional arrangements directly, his 
main function is to provide the parties involved 
with information about the loss or the gain in 
terms of alternative objectives when institutional 
arrangements are adopted. The framework with­
in which decisions are made by landlords and 
tenants would then become more complete. Lack 
of knowledge, if not abolished, will be eminently 
decreased. 

SUMMARY 

This report presents methodological proce­
dures for analyzing the impact of alternative farm 
tenure arrangements on intrafirm resource al­
location. The linear programming technique was 
used to determine optimum farm plans for intra­
temporal use of resources under owner-operator­
ship and alternative kinds of farm leases. The 
simplex method of solution was modified to attain 
maximum net returns to the parties of the lease 
with the solution of one simplex tableau. This 
modified solution was used to test inherent con­
flicts between landlord and tenant operating a 
particular farm in north-central Iowa under vari­
ous forms of leases found in the area. 

The tests were based on the specific assumption 
that both parties desire to maximize their net 
income from the use of a particular bundle of 
resources. In applying the modified simplex 
solution for linear programming, variable capital 
restrictions were employed to determine quantities 
of operating capital to be contributed by both 
parties to the lease. Major attention was focused 
on the crop-share-cash lease since it was the most 
prevalent form of lease in the area. The analysis 
also extended to owner-operatorship, livestock­
share leasing and certain variations in leasing 
provisions. 

Results of the study are summarized under the 
following four tests. 

Test No. 1 concerns inefficiency in allocation of 
resources under customary provisions of leases. 
The optimum farm plan derived for an owner­
operator situation was selected as the p.orm with 
which landlord's and tenant's optimum plans were 
compared. An ex post analysis was made for the 
period 1951-55. Results revealed that the crop-

66 

share-cash lease arrangement did not meet the 
efficiency conditions. Each year, aggregate land­
lord and tenant net returns were less than net 
returns under the owner-operator optimum plan. 
With the exception of 1952, landlord's and tenant's 
programs did not coincide. These results lead to 
the conclusion that resource allocation according 
to provisions of existing crop-share-cash leases 
brings less efficient use of the bundle of re­
sources than would be the result under owner­
operatorship. Both landlord's and tenant's opti­
mum plans leave part of the tenant's capital idle 
as a consequence of the limited capital contributed 
by the landlord. 

Major conflicts between landlord's and tenant's 
plans arose in the selection of the rotation and in 
the level of ferti lization. The most profitable 
landlord's plan included that rotation and that 
ferti lizer level which provided him the highest 
return for dollars invested by him. Available 
landlord capital, however, did not provide suf­
ficient operating capital for the optimum level of 
ferti lizer for either the tenant or the owner­
operator. On the other hand, feeding require­
ments for livestock enterprises induced selection 
of a rotation and fertilizer level under the tenant's 
plan which complemented his livestock program. 

Test No. 2 concerns effects of operating capital 
on optimum landlord, tenant, and owner-operator 
plans. Marginal returns to operating capital were 
computed for optimum plans of each. Under 
owner-operatorship, operating capital was a re­
stricting resource throughout the period. Mar­
ginal net returns varied from $0.63 to $0.36 be­
cause of changes in quantity of capital available 
and prices of products. Under the landlord's op-



timum plan, the marginal return to the landlord 
for his operating capital varied from $1.11 to 
$1.95, while under the tenant's optimum plan 
landlor d's marginal returns varied from $1.64 to 
- $1.11. For the two plans, comparable net re­
turns to the tenant varied from $2.44 to - $3.93 
and from $2.44 to $0.43, respectively. Thus, 
landlord and tenant returns from operating capital 
varied widely from landlord's to tenant's optimum 
plan. 

Test No. 3 involves optimum amounts of oper­
ating capital to be contributed by the parties in 
order to eliminate conflicts stemming from ap­
plication of this variable resource to the bundle 
of fixed factors. The analysis was performed for 
r esources available on the case farm in 1955 and 
for expected prices the same year. Comparison 
of optimum landlord and tenant plans under vari­
able capital restrictions led to the determination 
of capital requirement curves. The curve for 
each party specifies the amount of capital to be 
contributed by the other party if the optimum 
plan would be implemented. The comparison of 
the landlord's and tenant's capital requirement 
curves defined the ranges of capital at which 
there is agreement between the optimum plans 
of the two parties. Interpretation of the capital 
requirement curves revealed that conflicts stem­
ming from amounts and allocations of operating 
capital would be eliminated if the landlord's con­
tributions were at least $1,068. Thus, reserve 
allocation conflicts between parties would be 
eliminat ed if the landlord increased his contri­
bution of operating capital around $500 as a 
minimum determined by the capital requirement 
curves. Under this adjustment, returns from 
the optimum plan remained slightly lower than 
for the owner-operator optimum. This was caused 
by interenterprise cost transfers engendered by 
the distortion in cost structure associated with 
the payment of cash rent for hay land. 

Test No. 4 concerned application of Hicksian 
factor-factor and factor-product interrelationships 

as incentive conditions to the sharing of costs 
and returns. Modifications in the sharing pro­
visions of leases toward equal shares of variable 
inputs and of the products, induces agreement 
between the parties on farm plans-even at low 
levels of capital. Identity is attained between 
the landlord's and tenant's capital requirement 
curves. In addition, optimum plans of both parties 
coincide with optimum plans for the owner-oper­
ator to the level of capital where livestock ac­
tivities enter the plan. At this point, cash rent 
on meadow and pasture land again causes intra­
firm cost transfers and induces a distortion in 
the cost structure of livestock enterprises re­
sulting in decreased efficiency. However, opti­
mum plans under livestock-share leases were 
identical with owner-operators when program­
ming with variable capital restriction was applied. 

Extension of this study toward ·more compre­
hensive analysis of efficiency and equity in leases 
could proceed as follows : 

First, study effects of variation in product 
prices on efficiency and conflicts between parties 
to the lease. Linear programming modified to 
allow variation in prices would appear to provide 
a valuable technique of analysis. 

Second, study the impact of lease-engendered 
intertemporal conflicts on efficiency and equity. 
This area of investigation is complex and con­
cerns tenure uncertainty and resource allocation 
over time. Dynamic programming might provide 
a useful technique of analysis. 

Third, study combinations of fixed resources 
contributed by landlord and tenant. Linear pro­
gramming with variable resource restrictions 
could be used in this analysis. 

Fourth, study provisions of leases rooted in 
custom and tradition in terms of economic con­
sequences. This inquiry could provide results 
of economic sacrifices associated with particular 
lease provisions. Thus, landlords and tenants 
could consider altering customary lease provisions 
in light of the associated consequences. 

APPENDIX A : MODIFIED SIMPLEX SOLUTION TO DETERMINE THE 
OPTIMUM PLAN IN A RENTED FARM 

To determine optimum plans for landlord and 
tenant with a single programming solution, a 
modification of the simplex solution has been 
introduced. Table A-1 contains a schematic pres­
entation of the modified simplex tableau. Since 
the purpose of the table is exclusively illustrative, 
only the iterations essential for understanding 
the procedure have been included. The activities 
and resources used in the simplex solut ion are 
specified in table A-2. Symbols used for identify­
ing each item in the solution are identified in this 
table. 

In the initial iteration, the only difference with 
respect to the usual tableau is the division of the 
rows on the basis of the resource contribution by 
landlord and tenant to each activity and to the 
total resource supply. For example, in table A-1 
the rnw of operating capital, which is the only 

resource to be contributed by both landlord and 
tenant in the lease under consideration, is di­
vided into the landlord capital row and the tenant 
capital row (P16L and P16T, respectively). Similar­
ly, the net income row (zi - ci) has been divided 
into the landlord and tenant net income rows 
(zi - ciL and z.i - ci'.l', respectively). 

To solve the matrix, the tenant net income 
row is chosen as the vector to be maximized, and 
the activity with the largest negative net price 
becomes the incoming activity (P13 in the at­
tached example, since -79.72 is the largest nega­
t ive net price in the tenant's row). The solution 
proceeds as in the standard simplex method until 
all the elements of the tenant's net income row 
have become positive (iteration X in table A-1). 
This indicates that the tenant, who has been the 
decision-maker, has selected the plan which will 
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TABLE A-1. SCHEMATIC PRESENTATION OF A SIMPLEX SOLUTION MODIFIED TO DETERMINE OPTIMUM PLANS FOR A 
RENTED FARM. • 

Reso urce 
lte ra- Sl.JI•PIY Disposa ls Activities 
ti ons .t'o Pia PiuL P1GT P ::s P 1 . P , P , P u p,. 

p ., 1 60 1 0 0 0 3 4 5 0 0 
P16L 6i5 0 1 0 0 6 .6 2 6 .62 10 .92 0 0 
P l6'I 17 5 0 0 l 0 60.03 59 .07 '/2 .44 161.3 8 137.44 
P is 1,680 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 70 .4 0 
p,. 57 0 0 0 C 0 - 1. 0 - 1. 9 0 .81 1.6 
p ,, 0 0 0 u 1 -0 .36 - 62.06 -63 .6 125. 85 .50 

Zj - CJ 1.' 0 0 0 0 0 -23 .49 -22 .69 - 40 . 22 -79.72 - 41.56 
Zj - CjL 0 u 0 0 0 -5 7 .8 3 -5 7 .83 -92 .8 6 0 0 

Pio 10 .61 
P, 0.7 5 0 .05 
.P, 34.90 

X p,. i 62.07 
p,. 64.0 3 
P 1::i 20.14 

Zj - CJ I' 3,376.19 1. 56 0 .43 0.4 6 0.04 5 .59 11.19 3 .23 0 24.00 
Zj - CJ L ;; , 583. 69 - 1.18 - 1.11 0.72 - 0 .93 1.tO 1 2.56 0 .49 0 53.00 

Q l -(1.76 - 2.58 -22. 73 

.P1 ,J 9. ~4 2.68 
p ,, 16 .06 
P , 37.76 

XI Pi• 26 8.75 
p ,. 61.32 
P ia 20.04 

Zj - Cj T 3 ,3'15 .53 1.t5 0.2 0 0.49 V 6.2 3 12. 80 3 .~9 0 2 6.3 3 
ZJ - CJL 3,598.59 5.9~ 4 ~~ 0 u - 13 . 25 -2 4. 21 -16 . 77 0 0 

Q j - 2 ,13 - 1. 89 -1.20 

P, 3 .48 1.02 
p,, 80 .9 2 
P , 47 .53 

XII p,. ~98.63 
p,. 47.73 
p ., 19.62 

Zj - CJ T 3,361.63 - 0 .4 5 0.61 0.49 0 3 .73 8. 73 u u 26. 33 
ZJ - CJ L 3,657.04 13.H 2. 48 0 0 -2 . 74 -7.11 0 u 0 

Qj - 0. 72 -0.Sl 

P s 3.4l 
p ,, 151.58 
P, 48.78 

XIII p ,. 208.19 
P , , 47.71 
.P1:.i 19.48 

ZJ - Cj T 3,331.77 - 4.10 1.50 0.49 0 - 1.64 0 -8 .57 0 26.3 3 
ZJ - CJL 3,681.36 16.11 1.76 0 0 1.6 3 0 6.9 8 0 0 

n The symbols relating to resources and activities (PJ) a re illustra ted in table A- 2. All the fi gures have been r ounded to two decimal p laces. The 
check rows and columns have been omitted. 

TABLE A- 2. LIST OF ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES WITH COR­
RESPONDING SYMBOLS USED IN THE SIMPLEX SOLUTION. 

Items Symbols 
A('tivities 

CCSb1 ....... ..... .... .............................. ......... ........ .. ........ ............... P, 
CCSb, ..... ........................ ...................................... ........ ..... .......... P , 
CCSba ..................... . ................................... ................................ P , 
CCSb, ...... ... ............................. ..... ................................ ............... P, 
CCOM1 ................... ............. ..... .................. ......... ................... ..... P , 

CCOM, -·-······· ······· ·· ···· .. ·······•·· ······ · ···· · .... . .. .. ........ .... .................. P, 
CCOMa .............. ...................... ......... ....... .. . .......... ..... .................. P, 
CCOM, ..................... .................. .... .................................... ..... .... P s 
CSbCOM, .................. ......................... ....................... .................. P , 
CSbCOM, .. ............... .... ..................... ..................... .. ................. . P,o 

CSbCOMa ............ .............. ........................................................ . P ,1 
CShCOM, ........... .. .... .... ... ............ . .... .. ....................................... P12 
Spring hogs .......... ................ .. .... .... ............................... ............ P i, 
Pastu re-fed ca1vea ·····-·-········- -----·········•·---·-----·-------·- ···· --·-···· ···-·- P1 4 

Resources 
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Land ..... . ... ..... ............... .. ... ..... .. .... ... -........... .................. .... ... .. ..... P,, 
Ca pital ... . ............... ......................................................... .......... P m 
Landlord capital . . ............................ . ------------·-------····-·······-------- P ua, 
Tenant capita l ······ ·········· ······· ••--·····-•------·-· ··---•···· ··-·· ·-· -------- ---- --- P 10T 
Cattle housi n g ........... .......... ..... . ............. _.. ............. ............. ..... P,, 
H og housing ----------- ---· -- ------ ····-·---·•··---------- ·- -------·- ··-······-·---------··· Pis 

Labor group A ....... ..... ... ........... . ........... .................................... Pm 
Labor g roup B .......... .. .. .... ......... ...................... .......... ...... ... ...... P,o 
Labor group C ... .... ..... ......... .. ... ...... . ................................... . .. .... P21 
Labor g roup D ..... .. ........ ......... .............. . .... ........... ......... .... ... ...... P 22 
L abor group E ............... ............ .... .. ......................................... P ,o 

Hay 
Corn 

--- -------------------····· ······ ·· ····· · ····••· • •· ················-···· · ·-···- ---- · -·------- P 2-1 p,, 

maximize his income. During this first phase 
of the solution, the landlord net income row has 
been carried along, as any other row, but has never 
been taken into consideration in deciding what 
enterprises to bring into the plan. Hence, enter­
prises with negative net prices might still exist in 
the landlord's row. This indicates that a read­
j ustment of the plan, either by introducing dif­
ferent enterprises or by modifying the level of 
intensity of those now composing the plan, would 
increase the landlord's returns. 

As mentioned earlier, the movement from the 
tenant's to the landlord's optimum combination of 
enterprises may proceed along different paths ac­
cording to the selection of the enterprise to be 
introduced in the following iterations. We are 
particularly interested, however, in those inter­
mediate positions between the two optima which 
form the upper boundary of the feasible combina­
tion of enterprises in the landlord-tenant income 
plane. An initial approximation of the relevant 
boundary may be obtained in introducing-, in the 



intermediary iterations between the tenant's and 
the landlord's optimum plans, the enterprise 
which involves the maximum increase in land­
lord's income for each unit of tenant's income 
given up. To this purpose, a new row is intro­
c\uced (qi), whose elements are obtained by divid­
ing the negative landlord's net price coefficients 
by the corresponding coefficients in the tenant's 
row. 

The largest ratio will indicate the incom­
ing activity which will increase landlord's in­
come and at the same time induce the 
m1mmum decrease in tenant's income. In 
table A-1, - 22.73 is the largest ratio in 
iteration X, and, therefore P 20 becomes the in­
coming activity. In iteration XI, landlord's total 
net income has increased (from $3,583 to $3,598), 
and tenant's income has very slightly decreased 
(from $3,376 to $3,375). The same criterion is fol­
lowed in selecting the incoming activities in itera­
tions XI and XII ( - 4.20 and - 0.81 are the 
largest ratios). Finally, in iteration XIII, all the 
coefficients of the landlord's net income row have 
become positive, thus indicating that the combina­
tion of enterprises and their intensities which 
maximize landlord's net income has been selected. 

Naturally, in going from iteration X to iteration 
XIII-that is, from tenant's net income maxi­
mizing plan to landlord's net income maximizing 
plan - some tenant's net price coefficients will 
change from positive to negative. This indicates 
that the matrix opens the possibility of moving 
back to the optimum position specified by itera­
tion X. The collection of points so obtained, how­
ever, does not necessarily guarantee circumscrip­
tion of all the feasible points between the two 
optima. The correctness of the boundary may be 
checked through the introduction of alternative 
profitable enterprises moving from the tenant's 
optimum position and in the following intermedi­
ary points. 

This trial and error procedure explores the pos­
sible paths of movement from tenant's to land­
lord's optimum and thus tests the correctness of 
the boundaiy traced previously. With reference 
to table A-1, the check is performed by intro­
ducing P i,; ( - 1.18) andP, n ( - 1.11) in iteration 
XI and then exploring all the alternatives stem­
ming from the introduction of these two enter­
prises. The computational procedure is the stand­
ard one, therefore these iterations are not in­
cluded in table A-1. 

APPENDIX B: INPUT-OUTPUT DATA FOR CROP ENTERPRISES 

The labor requirements for the crops considered 
in this study and the costs associated with their 
production are presented in tables B-1 through 
B-5. 

The labor· requirements have been assumed to 
r emain unchanged during the period considered 
in the analysis. The labor coefficients for the 
rotations included in the study can be easily de­
duced, summing the requirements of the crops 
composing one unit of rotation. 

The items of the capital coefficients also have 
been presented on a crop basis. Therefore, the 
operating capital required by each rotation is 
obtained by summing the costs attached to each 
component crop. 

In the programming dealing with leases the 
capital coefficients of landlord and tenant for 
each rotation are computed by summing land­
lord' s and tenant's contribution as specified by 
the rental contract. For example, in the typical 
crop-share lease, landlord's capital coefficient of 
a rotation of corn-corn-soybeans at the second 
level of fertilization is obtained by adding half 
the fertilizer expense, half the corn seed expense 
o.nd the entire expense for soybean seed. The 
tenant' s coefficient is computed analogously . 

TAB LE B-1. MONTHLY LABOR REQUIREMENTS OF CROPS PER 
A CRE I N MA N -HOU RS .• 

Mo nt hs Co rn Oa t s Soybeans Meadowh 

J an. ··········-················· ··O 0 0 0 
Feb . ...................... ..... .. . 0 0 0 0 
March ....... .. ................... 0 0. 355 0 0 
A p ri J ................... . ....... . 0. 8 2 6 0.895 0 .6 0 0 
May ...... .. . .......... ... .. .... 1. 3 4 0 0 1. 44 0 
June ··········· ···•··· ···········o .917 0 0 .9 0 0 

J u ly ........ ................... 0.749 1. 875 0 .66 4. 520 
A ug . . .......... .. ............... 0 1. 875 0 3.850 
Sept. . .... . ...................... 0 .1 4 0 0 0. 18 0 
Oct . . ... . .... . .............. ...... 1. 036 0 1.86 3 .250 
Nov . ....... .. ......... ............ 1 .4 28 1) 0 . 36 0 
Dec. ····· •· ···· •··· ·· ··········--·O .3 6 4 0 0 0 

Total ·· ····-··············· ······ 7 .00 5 .00 6 .00 11. 62 

a U npublished data f rom Ross B aum ann, Departme nt of E co nomi cs a nd 
Soc io logy, Iowa State U n ivers ity, Ames, Iowa. The monthl y coeffi ci ents 
do not inc lude labor for fertil izing. F or -fert il izatio n: add 0. 1 hour per 
acre in May a nd Jun ~ for corn ; add 0 .3 hour pe r acre in A pr i l for 
ca ts: a nd add 0 .2 hour pe r acre in May fc•r soybe·l ns . These coeff i­
cients have been ass umed to rem a i n un chanv,ed du r ing t he period con ­
sicb!'ed in the an:i lysin. 

Li Assumes all hay harvested a nd yield of ~.5 tons per acre. 
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TABLE B-2 . COSTS PER ACRE FOR 
Items 

~f ~:~~~~ i;:1~!ti~! :~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Machinery overhead ........... ················------·-------------················· ··· ·--···· 
Seed ......................................................................... .... ..... ....... ... ..... . 
Building repair ·-- ·--·•··•···--------------·············· ·············----- ---················· 
Tota l constant cost ...... ________ ·················· ·· ········· ······----------- ----···· ····· 
Harvesti ng ..... .... ........... ---·· ·····--------·············· · ············-·····-··-············ 

Un its 
$/ ac. 
$/ ac. 
$/ ac. 
$/ac. 
$/ac. 
$/ac. 
$/ bu. 

CORN, YEARS 
1951 

2.60 
2 .92 
6. 23 
2.00 
2.99 

16. 74 
0.06 

1951-55, DOLLARS.• 
1 962 1953 

2.60 2.63 
2.92 2.97 
~.23 6.30 
~.00 2.00 
2.99 3.00 

16.74 16 .90 
0.07 0.07 

1954 
2.66 
3.01 
6.45 
2.00 
3.02 

17.14 
0.08 

1955 
2.68 
3.06 
6.61 
2.00 
3.02 

17 .37 
0.1 3 

n These costs are esti m ates of those expe nses normally required to seed and cu ltivate corn w ith the average technique used in t he a rea . Fertiliza­
tion costs a re not in cluded ; they can be obtained by multiplying the fertilization rates g iven in table 2 in the text by t he fert ili zer prices. Wi th 
the addition of the fert i lizing expense, t he items composing t he cap ital coefficient for corn are complete. These data a re adapted from Bowlen, 
B. and H eady , E. 0 . Optimum combinations of competitive crops at particu lar location s . (App li cation of linea 1· programming : 1) Iowa Agr. E xp , 
Sta. Res . Bui. 4~6. 1955. 

TABLE B•3. COSTS PER ACRE FOR OATS, YEARS 1951-55, DOLLARS.• 
Items Units 1951 19 o2 19 53 

1,ractor overhead ............. .................. ... ....................................... ... . $/ac. 2.69 2.69 2.72 
Tractor operating ................................. ....... .......... . ........................ . $/ac. 1.50 1. 50 1.53 
1\1achinery overhead ....... ......................................... .... ..... ................ . $/ac. 4.12 4.1 2 4 .24 
Seed ................................................ ................. ... ....... ....................... . $/ ac . 1.86 1 .98 1.58 
Building repair -······ ·················· · ·········· ·················· •··········· ··· ······•······ $/ ac . 2.43 2.43 2.50 
Tota l constant cost ............................................ ............................. . $/ ac . 12. 60 12.72 12.57 
Harvestin g ... ............... ...... ........ ............... ...................... . ................. . $/bu. 0.04 U.04 U.04 

1954 
2. 75 
1.55 
4.30 
1 .58 
2.50 

12.68 
0.05 

1955 
2. 77 
1.57 
4. 37 
1.58 
2.51 

12.60 
0.08 

11 These costs are estimates of those expenses norm a lly required to seed and cultivate oats with the average technique used in the area. Fertilization 
costs are not included; they can be obtained by multiplying the fe rtilization rates g iven in table 2 in the text by the f ertilizer prices. Wi t h t he ad­
dition of the ferti li zi ng expense, the items composing the capital coeff ic:ent for oats are complete. These data are ada pted from Bowlen and 
H eady, ibid. 

TABLE B•4. COSTS PER ACRE FOR SOYBEANS. YEARS 
Items 

Tractor overhead ................. .................. .. .......................... . 
Tractor operating ... .... ............. .......... .. ............ .... ....... ...... . .... .... ..... . 
Machinery overhead ... ... .................. ................................................ . 
Seed ......................... .... ............................ ................................... ...... . 
Bui lding repair .. ................. ...... ............. .... . ................................... . 
Total constant cost .......... ....... ..................... .................... ............... . 
Harvesting ........ .................... .... ...................................................... . 

Units 
$/ ac. 
$/ ac. 
$/ ac. 
$/ ac. 
$/ ac. 
$/ ac. 
$/ bu . 

rn51 
:l. 59 
2.86 
5.3a 
4.92 
1.47 

17 .17 
0.04 

19 51•55 , 
1~52 

2.59 
2. 6 
5 .:;2 
4 .20 
1. 55 

16.52 
0 .04 

DOLLARS.• 
19a a 19 5 4 1955 

2.6:l :l.65 2.67 
2.86 2.88 3.00 
5.4 0 5.55 5.65 
4 .30 4.45 4.63 
1.55 1.5 5 1. 56 

1 6.7 3 17 .08 17.51 
0.0 4 0.05 0.08 

n These costs are estima tes of those expenses normalty r eq uired to seed and cultiva te soybeans with the a verage technique used in t he area . Fertiliza~ 
tion costs are not in cluded; they can be obtained by multiplying t he fertilization rates g iven in table 2 in the text by the ferti li zer prices. With the 
addition of the fertilizat ion expense, the items composing the capital coefficient for soybeans arc complete . These data are adapted from Bow len and 
Heady , ibid. 

TABLE B•5. COSTS PER ACRE FOR MEADOW YEARS 19 51.55, DOLLARS.• 
Item s Units 1951 1%2 19 53 1954 195 5 

'l' ractor overhead .................. .............. .............. . ............... .. . 
Tractor operating ..................... .............. ... ......... .......... ............... ... . 
Machinery overhead ... ........................... ....... ................................... . 
Seed .............. .......... ...... .. .............. ... .................... ........... ......... ........ . 
Building repair ......... .............................. ............................... ........ . 
Tota l constant cost ................ ...... ..... ........... .............. ................... . 
Harvesting ........ ...... ......................................... .............................. . 

$/ac. 2.60 2.60 2 .63 2.65 2.68 
$/ac. 2.99 2.99 3.05 3.10 3. 13 
$/ac. ·1 .8 4 4.84 4.90 4.95 5.14 
$/ac. 4 .08 4.56 4.62 4.24 6.42 
$/ac. 2.8:l 2.8 3 2.83 2.83 2.83 
$/ac. 17 .3 4 17.82 18.0 3 17. 77 20.20 
$/ton 4 .87 4 .87 4 .90 4.94 4.94 

n The3e costs are estimates of those expenses normally required to seed and cultiv ·ite a n alfalfa-red clover-timothy m eadow with t he average tech­
nique used in t he area.. Fertilization costs are not included; they can be obtained by multiplying the fertilization rates g iven in table 2 in the text 
by the fertilizer prices. The harvestin g cost is not included in t he capital co '!ffic !ent of the rotation s but it is charged to the livestock enterprises 
under the assumption that in the eventual absence of li vestock the hay w :>U ld not be harvested. These da ta are adapted from Bowlen and Heady, 
ib id. 
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APPENDIX C: INPUT-OUTPUT DATA FOR LIVESTOCK ENTERPRISES 

The input-output data for the livestock enter­
prises considered in this study are presented in 
tables C-1 and C-2. With the exception of the 
capital coefficients, the input requirements have 
been assumed to remain unchanged during the 
period under analysis. 

The data presented in tables C-1 and C-2 refer 
to t he enter prises produced under a situation of 
owne1·-operatorshi,i. In a crop-share-cash lease, 
the cash rent which is paid on meadow and per­
manent pasture would be added to the capital 
coefficients. 

TABLE c.1. I NPUT-OUTPUT DATA F OR SPRING HOG ENTERPRISE, 19 51.55, ON A LITTER BASIS. • 

Items Uni ts 

Operating capitalb ------·········-·······-·········••n••------·············-· dollars 

Housing ........................... .................................................. sq. ft. 

La bor -------···· ··· ·--······-··············-·······-·· · ···· ····· ···--------······ ···· man-hours 
J au. ------------------- --- -------•·•·········-·······-········· -·············· man-hours 
}'eb. ... .... .................... ............................................... man-hours 
March ...................................................................... man.hours 

Avril --·········-···-------------------········· ····-·-···· ···· ··············· man-l1ours 
May .. ....... ........... ..................................... .... .... ........ .. m an-hours 
June .............................. ............................................ man-hours 
J uly ........ ................. ..................... ........... ..... .... ..... .. m a,1-hours 
Aug . .... ................................................. .. ................... man-hours 
Sept. .......................... ................................................ man-hours 
Oct. ............................................ ..... ........... ............ .. m an-hours 
Nov. 
Dec, 

Hay ............ .................................................................... .. 

Cor11 and equiva lent ....................................... .............. .. . 

man-hours 
m an-hours 

tons 

bushel s 

1951 195 2 

159.18 160.8 5 

70.40 70.40 

26.00 26.00 
1.48 1.48 
1.48 1.48 
7.02 7.l/2 
0.99 0 .99 
0.99 0.99 
2 .16 2.16 
2. 16 2 .16 
1.69 1.69 
3.17 3.17 
1.48 1.4 ~ 
1.69 1.69 
1.69 1.69 

0.81 0.81 

125 .85 12 5 .85 

1953 1954 195 5 

16 2.60 161.57 159.90 

70.40 70.40 70.40 

26 .00 26.00 26. 00 
1.48 1.48 1.48 
1.48 1.48 1.48 
7.02 7.02 7.0 2 
0.99 0.99 0.99 
0 .99 0.99 0 .99 
2.16 2.16 2.16 
2 .16 2.lti 2.16 
1.69 1.69 1.69 
3 .17 3.17 3 .17 
1.48 1.48 1.48 
1.69 1.69 1.69 
1.69 1.69 1.69 

0 .81 0.81 0.81 

125.85 125.85 125.85 

a The data have been obta ined from the records of the Farm Business Asssociation fo1· the selected farm in Hamil ton County. The labor coeffi c ients 
are those ad apted by Mackie, A. B. et a l., op. cit. The data refer to t h e enterprise produced u nder a s ituation of owner-operatorship; under ten­
ancy t he quota of cash rent paid on hay is added to the capital coefficient. 
1.> T he item s composi n g t he capital expense are : protein , power, equipm ent, miscellaneous. 

TABL E c . 2. INPUT.OUTPUT DATA FOR PASTURE·FED CALVES ENTERPRISE, l 951•55 , ON A HEAD BASIS.• 

items Units 

0 11etating capital '' ..... .................. .. ......... .. ........................ dollars 

l -abor .................................. ...................... ........................ man-hours 
J a n . .......... ................................................................ man-hours 
lfeb. .................................................. ........................ ma n-hours 
March . ..... . ................ ................ ............................... m an-hours 
ArJri l ............ ...... ..............•....................................... m an-hours 
May ........ ..............................•... ................................ m an-hours 
June .......................................................................... m an-hou rs 
July .............. .................................. .. ................... ..... m an-hours 
Aug . 

SeDt. 
Oct. 
Nov,. 
]Jee. 

H.ay .......... ................ ................................................. ...... . 

Cor n and equiva lent ......................................................... . 

man-hou rs 
m an-hours 
m a n-hours 
m a n-hours 
m an-hours 

tons 

bushels 

19 5 1 

106.77 

1.08 
1.06 
1.06 
1.49 
2.42 
2.42 
2 .42 
2.42 
1 .07 
1.06 
1.06 
1.08 

1.60 

5 0 

19 52 19 53 1954 

1 20.26 1 31.74 116.76 

1.08 1.08 1.08 
1.06 1.06 1.06 
1.06 1.06 1.06 
l.4U 1.49 1.49 
2.42 2 .42 2.42 
2.42 i.42 2.42 
2 .4 2 2.42 2 .42 
2. 42 2 .4l 2.42 
1.07 1.07 1.07 
1.06 1.06 1.06 
1.06 1.06 1.06 
1.08 1.08 1.08 

1.60 1.60 1.60 

50 50 50 

1955 

120.41 

1.08 
1.06 
1.06 
1.49 
ll.42 
l!.42 
:l.42 
ll.42 
1.07 
1.06 
1.0~ 
1.08 

1.60 

50 

n The data ha.ve been obtained f rom the records of the F arm Bus iness A ssociation for t he se lected far m in Ifa milton County . The la bor coeff icients 
a re t hose adapted by Mack ie, A. B. et a l. , ibid. rrh e data r efer to the enterprise produced under a s ituation of owner-operatorsh ip; under tenan cy 
the quota of cash rent paid on hay is added to t he capita l coefficient. 
n The ite1ns composing the capital expense are: protein , power , equipment, mi scell aneous, f eeder s tock and hay h a r vesti n g cost. 
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APPE DIX D: PRICES USED IN PROGRAMMING 

The prices of the crops and livestock enter­
prises used in programming are presented in 
table D-1. 

It is assumed that the price expectation models 
do not vary in the alternative tenure situations 

considered. The prices of crops correspond to 
the arithmetic mean of the prices occurred in t he 
previous 10 yaars, while the length of time as­
sumed for the expected prices of livestock is 5 
years. 

TABLE D-1. PRICES OF CROPS AND LIVESTOCK ENTERPRI SES USED I N PROGRAMM ING. lH !i l-n !i. 

Item s Units 

Crops : 
Corn .............. ....... .. .. ............................. ....... ................... dollars/bu. 1. 08 
Oats ................................................................................ dollars/bu. 0.69 
Soybeans ..................... ................................................... dollars/bu. 2.29 

Li vestock: 
Butcher hogs .................................................................. doll ars/ cwt. 18.93 
Sows ......... ..................................................................... dollars/cwt. 16.9 3 
Ca lves .. ................... ............ ....................... .................... dollars/ cwt. 16 .90 
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l D.i 1 

.l.19 
0. 7:; 
2.36 

19.52 
17.52 
20 44 

rn ::;2 

l. 2(i 
0.78 
2.47 

18.12 
16.12 
22.85 

1. :10 
o. 77 
2.56 

17.6 2 
15 .6 2 
82.98 

1. 00 
0.78 
2.60 

18.68 
16.68 
22 .7 6 


