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SUMMARY 

This study includes predictions of fertilizer 
production functions for four experiments. The 
experiments on Clarion and McPaul soils contain 
predictions of total and marginal yields, isoquants 
and marginal rates of substitution, isoclines and 
economic optima. Similar analyses for the other 
two experiments, conducted on Carrington soil 
during successive growing seasons, were not war­
ranted because insufficient rainfall limited yield 
responses. The experiments included in this study 
were based on partially replicated factorial 
designs. 

The experiment with corn on Clarion silt loam 
in 1954 included nitrogen, phosphorus and potash 
as variable nutrients. The production function, 
isoquants and isoclines are represented by equa­
tions a, b, c, d, e, f and g. In these equations 
(and equations listed below), N, P and K denote 
the pounds per acre of nitrogen, P 2Oa and K2O, 
respectively. Isoquant and isocline equations were 
derived for each pair of nutrients. Hence, there 
are three of each of these equations. The a: in the 
isocline equations represents a constant price or 
substitution ratio. 

The production surfaces predicted for Clarion 
silt loam show large yield responses to initial 
nutrient applications. As input applications in­
crease, however, the surfaces appear relatively 
flat. Decreasing total products are predicted for 

each nutrient. The largest yield responses resulted 
from nitrogen applications, and examination of 
the isoquant maps shows that all but the highest 
yields can be obtained with nitrogen applications 
alone. Profit maximizing nutrient combinations 
were derived for various nutrient and corn prices. 
These combinations included, in general, large 
applications of nitrogen and relatively small appli­
cations of P~O:i and K2O. Profits resulting from 
the use of optimum fertilizer combinations ranged 
from $10 to $29 per acre. Confidence limits were 
derived for yields resulting from predicted opti­
mum input combinations. 

The experiment on McPaul silt loam included 
nitrogen and phosphorus as variables. The result­
ing corn yields, obtained under irrigated condi­
tions, were high. In an attempt to determine the 
type and magnitude of differences in estimates 
derived from varying mathematical forms of 
regression equations, both a square root and a 
quadratic equation were fitted to the McPaul 
data. The quadratic equation with the isoquant 
and isocline equations derived therefrom are 
presented in equations h, i and j, respectively; 
the square root equation and resulting isoquant 
and isocline equations are represented by equa­
tions k, 1 and m. 

Production surfaces for McPaul silt loam show 
steady yield increases as nutrient applications in-

(a) Y = 56.1272 -t 2.6917\/ N + 1.5926\IP + 0.8816 ·/ K - 0.0956N - 0.1184P - 0.0633K 

(b) P -- [ 6.7255 + 4.2230\/2.5363 - 0.0453N + 1.2748 \I N - 0.4736 (Y-56.127)] 
2 

(c) K [ 6.9663 ± 7.8985 \lo:7772 - 0.0242N -f- 0.6816yN - 0.2532 (Y-56.127) ] 
2 

(cl) K = [ 6.9640 ± 7.8985,/ 0.7772 - 0.0300P -t 0.403\! P - 0.2532 (Y-56.127)] 
2 

[ 
0.7962 ] 2 

(e) p = a: (-0.0955-f- l.3458N-112 ) -f-0.1183 

[ 
0.4408 ] 2 

( f) K -
-- a: (-0.0955-f- l.3458N-112 ) + o.0633 

[ 
0.4408 ] 2 

(g) K = a: (-0.1184-f-0.7963P-1l 2 ) -f-0.0633 

(h) Y 33.1614 -t 0.7842S + 0.0273N + 0.1638P - 0.000149N2 - 0.000565P2 + 0.000243NP 

(i) p 145.113100 + 0.215509N + 885.739593 (0.208265 + 0.000141N - 0.00000028N2 

- 0.002258Y) ½ 

(j) p - 0.027296 + 0.00298N + a: (0.163833 + 0.000234N) 
0.000243 + a: (0.001129) 

(k) y 
(1) p 

30.1751 + 0.8268S + 0.539309\IN + 1.256664\IP- 0.0014N - 0.0610P + 0.088035yNyP 

10.292594 + 0.721043 \I N ± 8.190410 (0.352952 \I N - 0.007230N + 21.088729 
- 0.002258Y) 112 

(m) P = [ -3.062997 + (0.693432 a: -0.696976) y N + 11.358990 

([ (0.061047 a: - 0.061359) y N + 0.269654 ] 
2 + 0.176072 [ a: \ I N (0.628332 + 0.044018\IN) ]) 

112
] 

2 
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crease. Yield responses to nutrient applications 
predicted by the square root equation are initially 
larger but increase less rapidly than predictions 
by the quadratic equation. Also, the square root 
equation predicts a maximum yield at input levels 
above those at which the quadratic equation at­
tains a maximum. Interaction causes yield re­
sponses to increase when the nutrients are applied 
simultaneously. Hence, sloping ridgelines are 
predicted by both equations. Isoclines and ridge­
lines are linear for the quadratic equations and 
curved for the square root equations. Because of 
the high level of fertility found throughout the 
experimental plots, optimum or profit maximizing 
input combinations recommended by the equa­
tions contain unusually small amounts of nu­
trients. In general, the recommendations of the 
square root equation require more nutrient inputs 
and result in greater gains as compared with the 
quadratic equation. Profits, predicted by either 
equation, are small and range from O to $8 per 
acre for the quadratic equation and from $2 to 
$9 per acre for the square root equation. Confi-
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dence limits were derived for predicted yields 
resulting from optimum inputs. 

The experiments on Carrington silt loam rep­
resent 2 years oif yield data from the same experi­
mental plots; the second year represents. an at­
tempt to measure residual response. Nitrogen, 
phosphorus and potash were included as variable 
nutrient inputs in these experiments. As men­
tioned, an economic analysis was not carried out 
for these data. The functions are presented, how­
ever, to suggest the types of results which con­
front farmers in particular years. Predicted 
yields and marginal products are presented for 
the 1955 experiment with corn and the 1956 oats 
experiment. Standard errors for predicted yields 
are presented to illustrate the uncertainty of pre­
dictions made from data of years of limited rain­
fall. In addition, 2-year costs and returns are con­
sidered by transforming the physical production 
functions into value terms. Following this pro­
cedure, it was found that discounted 2-year re­
turns failed to exceed fertilizer costs in any of the 
situations considered. 



Fertilizer Production Functions for Corn and 
Oats; Including an Analysis of Irrigated 

and Residual Response1 

BY JOHN P. DOLL, EARL 0. HEADY AND JOHN T. PESEK 

Research in crop response to fertilization has 
three fundamental objectives as a basis for aiding 
decision making by farmers. First, the type of 
response function within individual years must 
be estimated as accurately as possible. This in­
volves fitting a logical mathematical equation for 
each experiment. Second, the probability distribu­
tion of production functions should be predicted. 
Even if logical and appropr iate models for yearly 
yield responses are known, variations among 
years will affect the amounts of fertilizer which 
farmers should use as well as the strategy they 
select in making decisions. Production functions 
for years of small yield responses are as import­
ant to farmers as those years when responses are 
large. Finally, residual responses to fertilizers 
need to be evaluated. Relevant questions arising 
in the phase of research are: In what manner 
do ( discounted) future returns from fertilizer 
affect present decisions to use fertilizer? How do 
small or large responses in the initial year affect 
subsequent yields? Factor s such as yearly rain­
fall, type of crop, loss of nutrients through leach­
ing and related variables obviously may affect 
total response over a period of years. Thus re­
sidual responses in years following the one of 
fertilizer application may well be important in 
determining optimum rates of fertilization . 

This study, fourth in a series of studies con­
sidering the above problems, includes a produc­
t ion function analysis for four experiments.2 The 
first experiment, with corn, is on Clar ion silt loam 
and includes nitrogen, P 2Q5 and K20 as nutrient 
inputs. It was conducted in Polk County dur ing 
l Proj ects 1189, 1193 a nd 1293 of t he Iowa Agr icultural and H ome 
Economics E xperimen t Station . 

2Past stu dies are: H eady, Earl 0 ., Pesek, J ohn T. an d Brown, William 
G. Corn response s urfaces and economic optima in fert ilizer use. 
Iowa A gr . Exp. S ta. Res. Bui. 424. 1955; Brown , Willia m G., Heady, 
E a rl 0., Pesek , J ohn T . an d Stritzel, J oseph A . P roduction f unction s, 
isoquants, isoclines and economic optima in corn f ertiliza tion for experi­
me nts w ith two and three variable nut rients. Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta. Res. 
Bui. 441. 1966; P esek , J ohn T., H eady, E arl 0 . and Doll, J ohn P . P r o­
duction surfaces and economic optima f or corn y ields in respect to stand 
a nd ni t r ogen levels. U npublished R esea rch , 1957; and H eady, E arl 0 . and 
P esek, J ohn T . Some methodologica l cons iderations in the Iowa-TVA 
research project on economics of f ert ilizer use. In Baum, E . L., H eady, 
E . 0., Pesek , J . T. a nd H ildreth, C. G., eds. E conomic an d technical 
an alys is of f e rt ilizer innovations and resource use. pp. 144-167. Iowa 
Stat e College P ress, A mes, Iowa, 1957. 

1954. The second experiment, with irrigated corn, 
is for nitrogen and P 2Q5 on McPaul silt loam. 
This experiment was carried out in Mills County 
in 1955. Predictions of two different mathe­
matical equations are compared for this experi­
ment. The last two experiments represent 2 years 
of yield data from the same experimental plots, 
with the second experiment r epresenting an at­
tempt to measure residual response. These experi­
ments, located on Carrington silt loam in Dela­
ware County, include the nutrient inputs, nitro­
gen, P 2Q5 and K20. The initial experiment in 1955 
was with corn; in 1956 oats were planted to deter­
mine the residual response.3 

The four experiments reported in this study 
are based on similar designs. All treatment com­
binations of a complete factorial nature appear 
once in each experiment. In addition, treatment 
combinations falling within the range of expected 
optimum fertilizer recommendations were repli­
cated. Hence, all t r eatment combinations occur 
once in each experiment and certain combina­
tions occur twice. This design was used to reduce 
the size of the soil a rea needed for each experi­
ment; the objective being that of decreasing yield 
variations due to soil differences. However, be­
cause of the partially replicated design, estimation 
of experimental error by analysis of variance is 
impossible.4 

Rainfall was limited in the area and year of 
each of these experiments, and stands were not 
as high as desirable on any of the locations. As 
mentioned, however, knowledge of the response 
function in dry years is important in determining 
the distribution of production functions over time. 
Further, productivity coefficients become small 
in relation to their standard errors when rainfall 
3The experime nt on CJarion s il t loam was con ducted on the A nkeny 
experimental f arm. F armer cooperators for the ex periments on the 
McP aul and Carrington soils were F rank Beda, P acif ic J unction , Iowa 
and John Wacker, Mason ville, Iowa, respectively. 

4In past experimen ts of this general nature, mean squares for devia­
t ions f rom regression and mean sq uares f or experimental error have 
been foun d to be remarkably s imilar. See: Pesek, John T. Agronomic 
problems in securing fertilizer response data desirabl e for econ omic 
a n a lysis. In Bau m, E. L ., H eady, E . 0 . and Blackmore, J . eds. Meth od­
ological procedures in the economic a na lys is of f ertilizer use data . pp. 
108-11 0. Iowa State College P r ess, A m es, Iowa. 1956. 
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is limiting. Hence, predictions made from data of 
this t ype are surrounded by more uncertainty 
than for years of high rainfall. This is exactly 
the decision-making environment in which farm­
ers make investment · choices. Hence, while re­
sponse functions derived for dry years may not 
be as "mathematically neat" as those for years 
with favorable moisture, they are equally import­
ant from the standpoint of managerial choices. 

The functions reported are for nutrients added 
to the soil. Later studies will contain analysis of 
functions which include nutrients already avail­
able in the soil, moisture and soil type as vari­
ables. Inclusion of these variables will reduce 
unexplained variance in yields. To conserve space 
in this report, only summary indication is given 
of the degree of uncertainty involved in the pre­
dicted yield quantities and in nutrient ratios and 
levels which represent economic optima. 

EXPERIMENT ON CLARION SILT LOAM 
IN 1954 

The experiment with corn.on Clarion silt loam 
in 1954 was a completely randomized 5x4x4 fac­
torial with five rates of nitrogen (N) and four 
each of phosphorus ( P 2OG) and potash ( K2O). 
Yields are given in table 1. 

Yield response to the first 40-pouncl appl ica­
tion of nitrogen or potash was relatively high. 
Table 1 shows a response of 19 bushels per acre 
to the first 40 pounds of nitrogen, 12 bushels to 
the first 40 pounds of K2O and 5 bushels to the 
first 40 pounds of P 2O:;. However, in this year of 
limited rainfall, marginal yields cl i mini she cl 
quickly, and decreasing total yields were evi­
denced at the highest rates of application. The 
highest yield differential between a fertilized plot 
and the check plot was 43.8 bushels per acre. 

Part of the lack of yield response at the higher 
rates of fertilization may have been due to stand. 

TABLE 1. CORN YIELDS ON CLARION SILT LOA M AT ANKENY 
IN 1954 (BUSHELS PER ACRE). 

Pou nds of Pounds of Pou nds of nitrogen per acre 

P 20 5 per acre K-::> O per acre 0 40 80 160 320 

0 0 49 .4 69. 3 76.8 76.8 74.7 
52.3 70 .5 71.8 73.4 

40 60.5 75 .1 75 .7 74.3 70 .5 
64 .7 67 .5 68. 1 69 .9 

80 54. 1 73.4 79.0 81.3 85 .2 
55.8 71.3 79.8 84 .7 
·--

71.7 78.3 77 .1 67.3 160 53 .9 
40 0 49 .6 74.4 73.0 68.2 80 .3 

r:i2.9 76 .9 70.0 85.9 

40 65.5 75. 3 86 .4 86 .4 81.4 
65 .1 74 .6 78.2 67 .7 

80 64.3 77.0 82.5 88.3 77.0 
63.4 78.7 81.9 75 .8 

160 58.7 70.8 70. 3 90.8 88 .0 

80 0 61.8 70.8 76.1 81.2 84.1 
65.9 70 .6 76.9 77.0 

40 63.9 66 .5 92 .0 85.2 87.3 
65.0 76.2 89.4 94.8 

80 74.4 72.0 70.2 75.9 94.2 
64 .0 79.9 83 .5 95.2 

160 50 .8 73.2 72 .7 79.7 79 .2 

160 0 58 .4 87. 0 73.4 79. 3 73 .3 
40 51.7 74 .3 62.8 76. 3 86.9 
80 60. 1 62 .8 75.9 86 .3 84.5 

160 57.9 69.4 77.7 76.9 75 .9 
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TABLE 2. VALUES OF t FOR THE COEFFI CIENTS OF EQUA­
TION 1. 

Coeffi c ien t V a lue oft 

S ······························•·············· ······-········ 7 .83 
N ····· ·-············· ··•·· • ··················-•··········· 
p ··········-·· ··-···· ··········-········ ···· 
K ·-·········-···-··-·· ......... .. ....................... . 

11.50 
4.61 
2.97 

N 2 ····················- ··•·······················-········ 10.67 
p 2 ·····-···················-·· ····---···· 5.27 
~ ~" 
NP ............................ ............................ 0.12 

NPK ···································-··················· 0.20 
NK ·······-·······-····-·-········-·····-··-····-· 0.40 
PK _ 0.2 8 

Probabili ty level* 
0.001 
0.001 
0.001 
0.01 
0.001 
0.001 
0.01 
0.90 
0.90 
0.70 
0.80 

*Probabili ty of drawing a t va lue as large or larger by cha nce, given 
t he null hypothesis . 

At high rates of fertili zation, the number of 
plants per acre replaced fertili zer as the resource 
limiting yield. 

REGRESSION ANALYSIS 

Two types of equations were fitted to the corn 
data from Clarion silt loam : a quadratic function 
with crossproduct terms and a square root func­
tion using only those terms shown to be signifi­
cant in the quadratic equation. 

Equation 1 is the quadratic function where Y 
is the pr edicted cor n yield expressed as bushels 
per acre, S is stand ( coded, plants per acre = 
17 4S) while N, P and K are the pounds per acre 
of nitrogen, phosphorus and potash, respectively. 
The value of R" is 0.7816 for this equation. Prob­
ability levels of the t values for each coefficient 
are given in table 2. 
(1) Y = 18.5975 + 0.8429S + 0.2116N 

+ 0.14211P + 0.0920K - 0.000511N2 

- 0.000853P2 
- 0.000487K2 + 0.000013NP 

- 0.00000026NPK - 0.000045NK 
- 0.000061PK 

The stand term is included to increase the 
precision of the yield estimate by accounting for 
the variations in yield caused by the variations 
in stand. The t value for stand (7 .83) indicates 
that the yield estimate is considerably improved 
by including this term. However, lack of inter­
action terms for stand and nutrients does not 
allow deter mination of joint effects, nor was the 
experiment designed for measuring such effects. 

Significance levels of the interaction terms in 
equation 1 are low (see table 2) . For the NP and 
NPK terms, a t value as large or larger might 
have been obtained nine out of ten times in 
samples drawn at random from the t distribution. 
It is possible, however, that when an input vari­
able is included in several regression terms, none 
of these terms will be significant even if the total 
effect of the input variable is significant. Each 
fertilizer input occurs in five terms for equation 
1. Hence, examination of reduction in sums of 
squares was first made for the interaction terms 
NK, PK and NPK. By deleting the NK, PK and 
NPK terms from equation 1, the R2 value was 
lowered from 0.7816 to 0.7793. In the analysis of 
variance of the r eduction in sums of squares due 



TA BLE 3. ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF D E LE TION OF TERMS 
FROM EQUATION I. 

A. Deletion o f NK, PK an d NPK te rms. 
D egrees Su m 

Source of variation of of Mean 
f reedom sq uares s:iuare 

T otal -•-•---•••·-••·-····-·-·---------··-·--· _ 115 11 ,640.0 9 
Due to regress ion 

on all va riables ___ 11 
Regression on all var ia bl es 

except NK, PK and NPK ___ 8 
Difference _________ . __ ____ ........ ·- 3 

Deviations from regress ion 104 

9,098.57 

9,071.52 
27 .05 

2,54 1.52 

B. Deletion of NP, NK, PK and NPK terms. 
Degrees Sum 

9.02 
24.44 

Source of variatio n of of Mean 
freedom sq uares square 

Tota l ------·---····················••·••·········· 115 11,640.09 
Du e to reg ress io n 

on all variables ......................... 11 9,098.57 
Regress ion on all 

va riables except 
NP, NK, PK a nd NPK ... ... 7 

Diffe rence 
Deviations from regress ion 

4 
104 

9,071.35 
27.22 

2,54 1.52 
6.81 

24 .44 

F 

0.37 

F 

0.28 

to regression (table 3-A), the F value is not sig­
nificant. Next, an analysis was made of dropping 
the NP term. This step reduced the R 2 from 
0.779334 to 0.779320. Table 3-B gives the result­
ing analysis of variance, and the F value again is 
not significant. Hence, equation 2 resulted when 
the NP, NK, PK and NPK interaction terms were 
removed from the original equation. 

(2) Y = 20.0717 + 0.8248S + 0.2088N 
+ 0.1388P + 0.0825K - 0.000511N2 

- 0.000859P2 - 0.000499K2 

A square root function was then fitted to the 
Clarion experimental data, with the interaction 
terms excluded from the equation. Equation 3 
resulted where the symbols are those previously 
defined. The probability levels of the t values for 

(3) Y = 18.9682 + 0.7921S + 2.691717 \/N 
+ 1.592583\/-P + 0.881608\/ K- 0.0956N 
- 0.1184P - 0.0633K 

the coefficient in equation 3 are given in t able 4. 
Since the t values of the coefficients are all highly 
significant and the R~ (0 .8063) is slightly higher 
than that of the quadratic form, the square root 
function is used for subsequent economic analysis. 

TABLE 4. VALUES OF t FOR THE SQUARE ROOT EQUATION 3. 

Coeffi cient 

s -············· .. ···-······-··············-·········· 
N ····-······································-········ 
p ··-······-··--· .. -··-··················-··-··-

V a lue oft 

8.38 
8. 25 
4.90 
2.61 

12.30 
5.43 
2.99 

P roba bility level * 

0.00 1 
0.001 
0.001 
0.025 
0.001 
0.001 
0.010 

*Probability of draw in g a t va lue as large or larger by cha nce, g ive n 
t he null hypothes is. 

TABLE 5. ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE FOR SQU ARE ROOT 
EQUATION 4. 

Degrees 
Source of varia t ion of 

freedom 
Total .............................................. 115 

Due to reg ress ion -----------········--· 7 
Deviations from regress ion ··-. 108 

Sum 
of 

squares 
11,640.08 
9,385.40 
2,254.68 

Mean F 
sq uare 

1,340 .77 64 .21 
20.88 

The square root function also allows curved iso­
clines, a property thought to be logical for the 
particula r soil and experimental data. An analysis 
of variance of this •regression is presented in table 
5. The F value is highly significant. 

Stand was included to increase the precision 
of the yield estimate but is not regarded as a 
variable in the fo llowing analysis. By substituting 
the mean of stand for all plots of the experiment 
into equation 3, equation 4 was obtained. 

(4) Y = 56.1272 + 2.691717yN 
+ 1.592583\/P + 0.881608\/ K- 0.0956N 
- 0.1184P - 0.0633K 

PRODUCTION SURFACES AND PREDICTED YIELDS 

Table 6 includes the p r e d i c t e d yields for 
various combinations of fertilizer inputs, based 
on equation 4. The highest predicted yield in table 
6 is 83 bushels per acre, 27 bushels more than the 
lowest predicted yield. (When comparing tables 
1 and 6, it should be remembered that stand has 
been set at its mean in the latter, while it is vari­
able in the former.) Decreasing total returns are 
evidenced for each of the inputs (input levels at 
which yield is predicted to be a maximum are 
derived in later sections) . 

The predicted yields in table 6 represent a 
multi-faceted surface. However, since this surface 
cannot be depicted as a three-dimensional figure, 
surfaces for each combination of two fertilizer 
inputs are illustrated separately. Actually, for any 
two nutrients considered to be variable, there are 
many surfaces, depending upon the level at which 
the third nutrient is held constant. However, the 
difference between these many surfaces is in 
height and not in slope, since there is no inter­
action between any of the input categories. 

Figures 1, 2 and 3 illustrate geometrically the 
production surfaces predicted by equation 4 for 
varying rates of nutrient pairs. In each figure , 
three surfaces were obtained by varying two 
input categories while holding a third constant at 
0, 80 or 160 pounds per acre. 

The response to nitrogen is illustrated in figs. 
1 and 2 (where nitrogen is a variable input) and 
fig. 3 (where nitrogen is the fixed input) . These 
surfaces illustrate high marginal products of the 
first 40 pounds of nitrogen. Beyond 80 pounds, 
however, predicted corn yield response to nitrogen 
flattens out and diminishes slightly at the highest 
input levels. Because of this, fig . 3-B presents a 
surface only slightly different from the one ob­
tained when nitrogen is applied at 40 pounds per 
acre. Also, fig . 3-C differs very little from the 
surfaces result ing from fixed nitrogen inputs 
ranging from 120 to 320 pounds per acre. 

Figures 1 and 3 depict responses to P 2O5 as a 
variable input, while it is the constant input of 
fig . 2. As with nitrogen, P 2O5 exhibits the highest 
marginal response to the first 40-pound input. 
Beyond that, yields level off and decrease slightly. 
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TABLE 6. PREDICTED CORN YIELDS FOR CLARION SILT LOAM 
Pounds Pounds 
of P 2O5 of K2O 0 40 80 
per ac1·e per acre 

0 0 56.13 69.33 72.56 
0 40 59.17 72 .37 75.60 
0 80 58.95 72.16 75.38 
0 120 58.19 71.39 74.62 
0 160 57.16 70.36 73.68 

,o 0 61.46 74.66 77.89 
40 40 64 .61 77.71 80.9 4 
40 80 64.28 77.48 80 .71 
40 120 63.52 76.72 79.95 
40 160 62.49 75.69 78.92 

80 0 60.90 74.10 77.33 
80 40 63 .94 77 .14 80.37 
80 80 63.72 76.92 80 .16 
80 120 62.96 76.16 79.39 
80 160 61.92 76.12 78.36 

120 0 69.36 72 .56 75.79 
120 40 62.41 75.61 78.84 
120 80 62.19 75.39 78.62 
120 120 61.43 74.66 77.86 
120 160 60.39 73 .59 76.82 

160 0 57.33 70.53 73.76 
160 40 60.37 73 .57 76.80 
160 80 60.15 73.36 76.58 
160 120 69.39 72.59 76.82 
160 160 58.35 71.55 74.78 

Thus, in fig. 2-B, the surface obtained is similar 
to that which would result from 40 or 120 pounds 
of P 20 5. 

The smallest yield response resulted from the 
K20 applications. In figs. 2 and 10, where K20 
is varied, small responses are predicted for the 
initial 40-pound application of K20. Yields level 
off and decrease only slightly for the input quan­
tities ranging from 80 to 160 pounds. This causes 
fig. 3-B to be identical to the surfaces obtainable 
when K20 is held at either 80 or 120 pounds. 

Again, for any of these production surfaces, 
if one fertilizer input is held constant while the 
other is varied, a single input production function 
is obtained. Input-output curves of this nature are 
shown for N, P2Q5 and K 20 in figs. 4, 5 and 6, 
respectively. The slope of any of these curves is 
not changed by the amount of the fixed inputs 
present. That is, a change in the amount of the 
fixed nutrient changes total yield (i.e., the height 
of the surface) for any given level of the variable 
input, but does not change the marginal physical 
products (i.e., the slope of the surface) of the 
variable nutrients. This is true since there are no 
interaction terms in the over-all production 
function. 

In fig. 4, the response curve for nitrogen is 
lower with P 20 5 and K20 constant at 160 pounds 
per acre than when the latter input is at an 80-
pound level. This is due to the negative marginal 
products of K20 and P 2Q5 when they are used in 
larger quantities. Similarly, in figs. 5 and 6, 
curves for the variable input are higher when the 
levels of the constant nutrients are at intermedi­
ate levels. No attempt is made to illustrate opti­
mum quantities of the inputs in these figures. 
This step is accomplished in a later section. 

Figures 7 to 12 represent response curves 
when two of the nutrients are varied in fixed 
proportions of each other while the third is held 
constant. In fig. 7, for example, nitrogen and 
K20 are varied in the ratio of 1 pound of nitrogen 
to 1 pound of K20 for one curve and 1 pound of 
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(BUSHELS PER ACRE) . 

Pounds of nit1·ogen per acre 
120 160 200 240 280 320 

74.15 74.89 • 76.08 74.89 74.41 73 .70 
77.19 77.93 78.12 77.93 77.45 76.74 
76 .96 77.71 77 .90 77.71 77.23 76.62 
76 .21 76.96 77 .14 76.95 76.47 76.76 
75 .17 75.9 1 76. 10 75.91 76.43 74.72 

79.48 80.22 80.42 80.23 79.75 79.03 
82.52 83.26 83. 46 83.27 82.79 82.08 
82 .30 83 .04 83.24 83.05 82.67 81.85 
81.54 82.28 82.48 82.29 81.81 81.09 
80.50 81.24 81.44 81.25 80.77 80.06 

78.92 79.66 79.85 79.66 79.18 78.47 
81.96 82.70 82 .90 82.71 82 .23 81.51 
81.74 82 .48 82.67 82.4 8 82.00 81.29 
80 .98 81.72 81.9 1 81.72 81.24 80 .53 
79.94 80.68 80.88 80 .69 80. 21 79.49 

77.38 78.12 78.32 78.13 77.65 76.93 
80.43 91.17 81.36 81.17 80 .69 79.98 
80.20 80.94 81.14 80 .95 80.47 79.76 
79.44 80. 18 80.38 80 .1 9 79.71 79.00 
78.41 79.15 79 .34 79 .1 5 78.67 77.96 

75.35 76.09 76 .28 76.09 75.61 74 .90 
78.39 79 .13 79.32 79.1 3 78.66 77 .94 
78.17 78 .91 79.10 78 .91 78.43 77.72 
77.41 78.15 78.34 78. 15 77 .67 76.96 
76.37 77.19 77.30 77. 11 76.63 75.92 

nitrogen to 2 pounds of K20 for the other. The 
input of P 2Q5 was held constant at 80 pounds for 
both curves, however. In terms of the production 
surfaces, these curves represent a vertical slice 
through the origin and over the nutrient plane 
for the variable input categories. The maximum 
points on these curves suggest the extent to which 
a given ratio of fertilizer nutrients can be used 
without depressing yields. Since some of the 
curves cross, they indicate that while one nutrient 
ratio may give higher yields for small inputs of 
a particular nutrient ratio, another nutrient ratio 
may allow yields to be taken to a higher level if 
fertilizer use is extended sufficiently high. In 
other cases, one curve lies above the other over 
all ranges of inputs, indicating that a particular 
ratio gives (1) higher yields at low inputs and 
(2) a higher maximum yield. However, more ef­
ficient methods of suggesting optimum input 
ratios are illustrated in later sections. 

MARGINAL PHYSICAL PRODUCTS 

Marginal physical products of the three inputs 
can be predicted from the partial derivative equa­
tions 5, 6 and 7. 

ay 
(5) ­

aN 

ay 
(6) -

aP 

BY 
(7) -

aK 

1.3459 
= -0.0956 + -­

y N 
0.7963 

= -0.1184 + 
\ I P 

0.4408 
-0.0663 + 

VK 

Table 7 lists the marginal physical products 
obtained by substituting input values into these 
equations. The marginal physical products rep­
resent the slope of the production function at the 
given nutrient level. Since the production function 
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TABLE 7. MARGINAL PHYSICAL PRODUCTS OF NITROGEN, 
P 20 s AND K20 (BUSHELS PER ACRE). 

Inputs of fertilizer 
(pounds per acr e) 

10 
20 ····································-······ 
40 
80 

120 
160 

MPP 
of 

nitrogen 
0. 330 
0.206 
0.117 
0.055 
0.027 
0.011 

0.134 
0.060 
0.008 

- 0.029 
- 0.046 
- 0.056 

0.073 
0.032 
0.003 

- 0.017 
- 0.032 
- 0.350 

lacks interaction terms, these marginal products 
are independent of the quantities of other nutri­
ents. 

By setting the equation for the marginal phy­
sical products equal to zero and solving the equa­
tions for the magnitude of the nutrient, the quan­
tities of inputs where yield is at a maximu~ can 
be predicted. Marginal products of a ll nut~1ents 
are zero, and yield is predicted to be a maximum 
with 198.2 pounds per acre of N, 45.2 pounds per 
acre of P2Q5 and 48.5 pounds per acre of K20 . 
With these inputs, yield is predicted to be 83.5 
bushels per acre. The standard error of estimate 
for this predicted yield is 0.9 bushel pe~ acr~. 
Maximum yields resulting when one nutrient 1s 
varied and the others are constant at zero are 
75.1, 61.5 and 59.2 bushels per acre for N, P2Q5 
and K20, respectively, when each input is used 
at the quantity listed above. The standard errors 
of estimate for these yields are 1.1, 1.2 and 1.3 
bushels per acre, respectively. 

YIELD lSOQUANTS AND MINIMUM COST 
NUTRIENT COMBINATIONS 

Since three resources are included in the pro­
duction function for Clarion silt loam, three iso­
quant equations, one for each possible_ combina­
tion of the three inputs, can be derived from 
equation 4. Isoquant equation 8 expresses P20; 

(8) P = [ 6.725548 ± 4.223044 

as a function of nitrogen supposing that K20 is 
fixed at zero or any other level (since the produc­
tion function lacks interaction terms) . The marg­
inal rate of substitution between the two inputs 
can be predicted by equation 9. 

(9) aY/ aP 
aY/ aN 

0.7963 
-0.1184 + v'P 
-0.0956 + 1.3459 

y'N 

The isoquants for 70, 75 and 80 bushels per 
acre of corn yield are illustrated in fig. 13. Since 
they are curved, decreasing margin~} r3:tes of 
substitution hold true for the two nutrient mputs. 
The ridgelines ( dotted lines) indicate the range 
in the nutrient plane in which substitution can 
take place. These ridgelines fall at nutrient ~om­
binations where marginal products of nutnents 
are zero ( 45.2 pounds per acre of P205 and 198.2 
pounds per acre of N) . This relation~hi~ holds 
true since the marginal rate of substitution. be­
tween two resources is the ratio of the margmal 
physical products. Isoquant schedules and m~rg­
inal rates of substitution of P 2Q5 for N for var~ous 
yield levels are given in table 8. The _margmal 
rates of substitution predicted by equation 9 are 

TABLE 8 COMBINATIONS OF P -, Os AND NITROGEN NEEDED 
TO PRODUCE A GIVEN CORN YIELD AND CORRESPONDING 
MARGINAL RATES OF SUBSTITUTION. 

70 bushels 75 bushels 

Pounds of Pounds of ( oN ) ( oN ) 
nitrogen p 2o5 MRS - - P ~uncls of P ou nds of MRS --_ 

OP~05 nitrogen P •)Os OP 20 a 
--,:-1-;-4 ---;4'5."'23.------,0".0"'0- 43 45.23 0.00 

20 9.26 0.75 50 17.89 0.74 
30 1.97 3.00 60 9.34 l.83 
40 0.19 14.56 70 5.45 3.45 
45 O 00 0.00 80 3.19 6.00 

. 100 1.06 17.01 

y'2.536321 - 0.045256N + 1.274776 y' N - 0.473592 (Y-56.127)]2 

8Qr--r--r--r---,----,----,-.-----r--.--,---,----,----,-.--.-.--.---,----,--, 

NUMBERS (65, 70, 75, 80) INDICATE 
YIELD LEVELS OF ISOQUANTS IN 
BUSHELS PER ACRE 

DOTTED LINES 
INDICATE 
RIDGE LINES 

_6~ .?.C? ............ 7..~ .... .. ......... ..... ................... .... ... ~q_ ........ ....... .... ... .. : 

40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180 200 
POUNDS OF NITROGEN PER ACRE 

Fig. 13. Corn yield isoquants for nitrogen and P 2 0 s (K20 held constant at zero) for Clarion soil. 
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Fig. 14. Corn yield isoquan ts for nitrogen and K20 (P 20 5 held constant at zero) for Clarion soil. 

suggestive of nutrient ratios which will allow 
attainment of a given yield with minimum ferti­
lizer costs. 

~i_nce the nutrient ratio which gives minimum 
fertil~zer costs for ~ particular yield is defined by 
equating the marginal rate of substitution with 
the i~verse pr!ce ratio, a cost of purchasing and 
appl):'ing nutnents equal to 14 cents per pound 
o~ mtrogen and 10.5 cents per pound of P 2Q5 
give~ a P 2O5/N price ratio of 0.74. The opt imum 
nutrient ratio for a 75-bushel corn yield is then 
50 pounds of nitrogen and 17 .89 pounds of p ,Q5 · 
a ratio roughly equivalent to 56 :20. For a -70~ 
bus~~l yield, the ratio of N to P2Q5, to minimize 
fertilizer costs, would approach 56 :25. The extent 
~o which nutrient ratios other than the optimum 
increase costs for a given yield depends on the 
curvature of the isoquants and isoclines. With the 
prices cited above, fertilizer costs for a 75-bushel 
yield are $10.77, $8.88, $9.38, $10.37, $11.53 and 
$14.11 for the first, second (optimum) third 
fourth, fifth and sixth nutrient combi;ations' 
respectively. In other words, the additions to cost 
increase as the slope of the isoquant deviates from 
a magnitude equal to the price ratio. 

Isoquant equation 10 is for nitrogen and K2O 
and derived quantities are included in table 9 
a~ong with marginal rates of substitution pre­
dicted by equation 11. Figure 14 includes the 
isoquants for 67.5-, 70.0-, 72.5- and 75-bushel 
yields. The ridgeline ( dotted line) shown falls at 
a point where aY / aK is zero; n a m e 1 y, 48.5 
pounds. Since the lower portions of the isoquants 

(10) K = [ 6.966339 ± 7.898519 

-0.0663 + 
-0.0956 + 

0.4408 
\ I K 

1.3459 

VP 
have slopes differing considerably from common 
K20 / N price ratios, nutrient combinations on 
these parts of the curves give per-acre fertiliza­
tion costs substantially greater than those falling 
lower on the isoquants. A 75-bushel yield, for ex­
ample, has fertilization costs of $12.73 for 80 
pounds of nitrogen and 14.6 pounds of K2O but 
$15.63 for 110 pounds of nitrogen and 2.16 pounds 
of K2O. The same yield produced with 48.5 pounds 
of K2O and 69.5 pounds of nitrogen would have a 
fertilizer cost of $14.83, with prices of 14 cents 
for nitrogen and 10.5 cents for K2O. However, the 
TABLE 9. COMBINATIONS OF K20 AND NITROGEN NEEDED TO 
P RODUCE A GIVEN CORN YIELD AND CORRESPONDING MAR­
GINAL R ATES OF SUBSTITUTION. 

67 .5 bus hels 70 bus hels 
Pounds P ounds 

( oN ) 
P ounds Pounds 

( oN ) of of MRS -- of of MRS --
nitrogen K20 oKaO nitrogen K20 oK,O 

12.9 48.52 0.00 26 .0 48.52 0.00 
16.0 9.73 0.35 30.0 8.12 0.6 1 
20.0 2.55 1.13 35.0 2.86 1.49 
25 .0 0.13 6.69 40 .0 0.65 4.12 

72.5 bushels 75 bushels 
Pounds Pounds ( cN ) Pounds Pounds 

( oN ) of of MRS -- of of MRS --
nitrogen K20 o K , O nitrogen K i O oK , O 

41.0 48.52 0.00 69 .4 48.52 0.00 
50.0 9.53 0.84 70.0 39.63 0.10 
60.0 2.61 2.72 80.0 14.61 0.96 
70.0 0.42 9.58 90.0 7.51 2.11 

100.0 4.06 4.05 
110.0 2.16 7.25 
120.0 1.12 12.99 

y 0.777232 - 0.024196N + 0.681576 -V N -- 0.253212 (Y-56.127)] 
2 
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F ig . 15. Cor n y ield isoqua n ts for K2O a nd P 2O5 (n itrogen h eld con­
s tan t at zer o) for Cla rion soil. 

75-pound yield need not necessarily represent the 
most profitable level of fertilization, as shown in 
a later section. 

Equation 12 is the isoquant equation for K2O 
and P 2O5; equation 13 gives the marginal rates of 
substitution between these two inputs. The iso­
quants and marginal rates of substitution result­
ing from these equations a re presented in fig . 15 
for corn yields of 62 and 64 bushels per acre. The 
ridgelines are located at 48.5 pounds per acre of 
K2O and 45.2 pounds per acre of P 2Q5. Table 10 

(12) K = [ 6.964030 ± 7.898519 

TABL E 10. COMBINATIONS OF K 2O AND P 2Os NEED E D TO 
MAI N T AI N A GIV EN CORN YIELD L E V E L (WITH T HE CORR E ­
SPON Dl NG MAR GIN AL RAT ES OF SU BSTITU T ION ). 

62 bushels 64 bush els 

Poun ds Pounds ( dp) Poun ds P ounds ( dp ) 
of KeO of P ~Os MRS dk of K aO of P eO5 MRS dk 

4.7 48 .53 U.00 20 .9 48.53 0.0 0 
5 .0 29.00 0.08 25 .0 26.73 0 .65 

10.0 8 .35 0. 67 30 .0 20.52 1.26 
15.0 3 .83 1.86 35 .0 17 .71 2 .56 
20.0 1.99 4.17 40.0 16.34 6.09 
25 .0 1.13 8.58 45 .0 15.83 158 .00 

lists the marginal rates of substitution of K2O fo r 
P2O5. 

(l3) ay / aK 
aY/ aP 

0.4408 
-- 0.0663 + v 'K 
-0.1183 + 0.7963 

\ I P 

Because the production function 4 does not 
contain interaction terms, isoquants for any two 
nutrients can be derived independently of the 
third. However, while the rate of application of 
the third input does not affect the marginal rates 
of substitution between the two allowed to vary, it 
does affect the absolute yield level. Thus, the 
distance of the isoquant from the origin depends 
on the level (pounds per acre) at which the third 
input is fixed. Isoquants in the above tables and 
figures were derived when the third input was 
set at zero. 

YIELD l SOCLINES 

Isoclines for nutrient pairs have been derived 
from equations 14, 15 and 16 and are presented 
graphically in figs. 16, 17 and 18. The ex: in the 

\10.777232 - 0.029976P + 0.403260 \/ P - 0.253212 (Y-56.127)] 
2 
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F ig. 16. Corn y ield isocli nes for P 2O5 and nitrogen (K20 h eld constan t at zero) for Cla rion soil. 

375 



w80 
a:: 
(.) 
<( 

a:: 60 
w 
0.. 

0 
~40 

LL 
0 

(1)20 
0 
z 

NUMBERS (67.5~ 70.0, 72.5, 75} 
INDICATE YIELu LEVELS OF 
ISOQUANTS IN BUSHELS 
PER ACRE 

~-6.7 .... 5-: "l.0J)_ I2.5 ___ 75 ___ _ 

DOTTED LINE 
INDICATES 
RIDGELi NE 

~0~~~~~2~~~=~~~~--~J 
o.. 0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 

POUNDS OF NITROGEN PER ACRE 
F ig. 17. Corn yield isoclines for K20 and nitrogen (P205 held constant at zero) for Clarion soil. 

60--------------------------------,----,---y-----,----, 

50 60 62 64 w ········•·••································ 
a:: 
(.) 
<( 

40 
0:: 
w 
Cl.. 

~30 
~ 

LL 
0

20 
(/) 

0 
z 
'.:) 

o 10 
0.. 

NUMBERS (60, 62, 64} 
: INDICATE YIELD LEVELS 
: OF ISOQUANTS IN 
:BUSHELS PER ACRE 

: DOTTED LINES 
: INDICATE RIDGE 
: LINES 

Fig. 18. Corn yield isoclines for P 20 5 and KeO (n itrogen held constan t al zero) for Clarion soil. 

376 



equations represents a constant substitution or 
price ratio. The isocline represents the least-cost 
expansion path for any given fe r tilizer price ratio. 

[" 
0.7962 

l 
2 

(14) P -:- (-0.955 + l.3458N·112 ) 

+ 0.1183 

[" 
0.4408 r (15) K (-0.0955 + l.3458N-112 ) 

+ 0.0633 

(16) K = [ • 
0.4408 ] ' 

(-0.1183 + 0.7963P·112) 
+ 0.0633 

The isoclines converge with maximum yield­
the point at which the ridgelines intersect. The 
yield at this point in fig. 16 for nitrogen and P 2Oa 
when K2O is applied at 48.5 pounds is 83.5 bushels 
per acre. When K2O is zero, the yield for converg­
ence is 80.4 bushels. For K2O and nitrogen, the 
isoclines converge (a) at the maximum yield of 
83.5 bushels per acre when P 2O5 is used at 45.2 
pounds per acre and (b) at the maximum yield of 
78.2 bushels per acre when P 2O5 is zero. For K2O 
and P 2O5 the yield where the ridgelines intersect 
and the isoclines converge is (a) 83.5 bushels per 
acre when nitrogen is fixed at 198.2 pounds and 
( b) 64.5 bushels when nitrogen is zer.o. For each 
isoquant map, one particular isocline most nearly 
approaches a straight line. However, this need not 
be an isocline representing a substitution ratio of 
one, as in fig. 16 for nitrogen and P2O5. While the 
isoclines in fig. 17 for nitrogen and K2O do not 
converge as drawn, they would do so if the graph 
were extended sufficiently along the nitrogen 
axis. 

ECONOMIC OPTIMA AND CONFIDENCE LIMITS 

Since there are no interaction terms in the 
original production function in this experiment, 
the optimum combinations for a given yield from 
any two of the inputs can be found independently 
of the third. That is, the level at which the third 
input is fixed will not affect the ratio of the other 
two nutrients which minimize cost for a given 
yield . The level at which the third input is fixed 
will, however, affect the optimum amounts (but 
not the ratios) of the other two nutrients. 

Least-cost combinations for two nutrients have 
been derived, with the third nutrient constant at 
a zero rate per acre, and are presented in t able 11 
for specified yield levels. For the price ratios 
indicated, the nutrient combinations are those 
which minimize costs for specified yields. The 
apparent discrepancies which occur occasionally 
in table 11, such as in t able 11-A where 9 pounds 
of nitrogen are recommended for three price 
ratios and three different input rates of P 2O", 
are caused by rounding errors. The 13/ 9 ratio 
most closely approximates the present N / P 2O" 
price ratio while the ratios of 4/ 13 and 4/ 9 corre-

TABLE 11. COMBINATIONS OF NUTRIENTS WHICH MINIMIZE 
COST S FOR GIVEN YIELDS AND VAR YIN G RESOURCE P RICE 
RATIOS. 

A. Com bin ations of P 20 5 and nitrogen g ive n K20 == 0. 
Yield le vel Pri&e ratio: Optimum Optim um 

busheJs per acre PN/ P p pou nds per acre pounds per acre 
of nitrogen of P 2O5 

65 1/ 2 11 1 
70 1/ 2 28 3 
75 1/ 2 61 9 
80 1/ 2 153 30 
65 3/ 4 10 2 
70 3/4 25 5 
76 3/4 56 12 
80 3/ 4 149 33 
66 1 9 3 
70 1 22 7 
76 1 53 15 
80 1 147 36 
65 5/ 4 9 4 
70 6/ 4 21 8 
75 6/ 4 61 17 
80 6/ 4 146 37 
65 13/ 9 9 6 
70 13/9 20 9 
75 13/ 9 50 19 
80 13/ 9 146 38 

B . Com bin atio ns of K2O and ni trog e n g iven P 2O5 = 0. 
Yield level P rice ratio: Optimum Opt imum 

bushels per acre P JC/ P x pounds per acre pounds per acre 

67 .6 4/ 13 
70 .0 4/ 13 
72 .6 4/ 13 
75.0 4/ 13 
67.5 1/3 
70.0 1/3 
72 .5 1/ 3 
75 .0 1/ 3 
67.5 1/ 2 
70.0 1/ 2 
72.5 1/ 2 
75.0 1/ 2 
67 .6 1 
70.0 1 
72.5 1 
76.0 1 

of n it r ogen of K 2O 
16 11 
28 16 
44 21 
72 28 
16 
28 
45 
73 
17 
29 
46 
75 
20 
33 
62 
81 

9 
14 
20 
27 
8 

10 
16 
22 

8 
4 
8 

14 

C. Combin ations of K20 and P 20 s g ive n nitrogen == 0. 
Yield level Pr ice ratio: Optimum Optimum 

bushels per ac re P Kl P p poun ds per acre pounds per acre 

60 
62 
64 

of P eO5 of K20 
1/ 3 4 8 
1/ 3 8 13 
1/ 3 23 31 

60 4/ 9 4 6 
62 4/ 9 8 11 

---'--64~ ______ 4:.c_l:::...9 -----=-24.:_ ___ __:2::.::8 _ _ 
60 1/ 2 4 6 
62 1/2 9 10 
64 1/ 2 25 27 
60 1 6 2 
62 1 12 6 
64 1 28 2t 

spond to the K2O / N and K2O / P2O5 price ratios, 
respectively (prices which would be paid for a 
"single-element" dry fe r tilizer). 

Since an isocline may be regarded as a fertiliz­
er ratio line, the loss of efficiency ( departure 
from least-cost combinations) resulting from use 
of mixed fertilizers containing fixed ratios of 
nutrients can be determined by comparing the 
fixed ratio to optimum ratios predicted by the 
isoclines. If the ratio of inputs denoted by the 
isocline is constant for all yield levels, a mixed 
fertilizer containing that ratio will minimize the 
costs of producing any yield. Accordingly, for 
given nutrient prices (costs), the size of the devia­
tions from a constant nutrient ratio will determine 
the amount of losses incurr ed from use of mixed 
fertilizers containing that fixed ratio. In table 11, 
the N / P 2O5 ratios fo r yields of 65, 70, 75 and 80 
bushels per acre are 1.8, 2.2, 2.6 and 3.8, respec­
tively, when the price ratio is 13/ 9. For N/ K2O 
nutrient ratios, 1.5, 1.8, 2.1 and 2.6 are those 
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which will m1mmize the cost of producing 67.5, 
70.0, 72.5 and 75.0 bushels with a price ratio of 
4/ 13. When the price ratio is 4/ 9, the yields of 60, 
62 and 64 bushels of corn can be produced at mini­
mum cost when fuO / P20 5 nutrient ratios of 1.5, 
1.4 and 1.2, respectively, are used. Hence, cost 
minimizing ratios predicted in this study cannot, 
for any pair of nutrients, be approximated by a 
constant ratio of nutrients. However, K2O/ P2Os 
ratios could be more closely approximated by a 
fixed ratio than N/ P2Q5 ratios since the former 
have a smaller variance than the latter. 

By setting the partial derivative of the produc­
tion function equal to the nutrient-corn price 
ratios in the equations below (1) the ratios of all 
three nutrients to minimize costs of the optimum 
yield and (2) the optimum level of fertilization 
can be determined . The lack of interaction terms 
in the production function allows the optimum 
amount of each input to be obtained independent­
ly of the other inputs. 

(17) aY = -0 0956 + l 345859N-112 = PN aN . ' . pc 

(18) :~ = -,().1184 + 0.796292P·112 = ;p 
C 

(19) :! = -0.0633 + 0.44084K·1/ 2 = : K 
C 

Table 12 lists profit maximizing combinations 
of nutrients for alternate corn and fertilizer 
prices. The required amounts of nitrogen, P2O5 

and K2O were derived using equations 17, 18 and 
19, respectively, where P O is the price of corn and 
all other symbols are as defined previously. Confi­
dence limits for the predicted yields of table 12 
are presented in table 13. Profit from fertilizer, 
in table 12, was computed by subtracting the cost 
of the fertilizer from the value of the added prod­
uct. The prices in table 12 are used to illustrate 
possible changes in profit maximizing combina­
tions of nutrients when nutrient and corn prices 
increase, decrease or vary relative to each other. 
When purchased in single element fertilizers, 
nitrogen, P2Or. and K2O prices are currently about 
$0.13, $0.09 and $0.04 per pound, respectively, 
while the cost of these nutrients in mixed fertiliz­
er increases about $0.02 per pound in each case. 
Nitrogen presently costs about $0.08 per pound in 
anhydrous ammonia. Using these nutrient prices 
as base points, the prices in table 12 were derived. 

As would be expected from examination of pro• 
duction surfaces and individual response curves, 
nitrogen has the largest effect on yield. There• 
fore, the optimum combinations require more 
nitrogen than other inputs, even when the price of 
nitrogen is high relative to other input prices 
(compare situations 7-9 to 10.12). Conversely, the 
amounts of K2O and P2Q5 vary in relation to each 
other as their r elative prices change (compare 
situations 1.3 with 9-12). 

Small shifts in nutrient prices ($0.02 per 
pound) cause correspondingly small shifts in the 
predicted optimum amounts. Usage of nitrogen, 
the one of the three nutrients which is the most 

TABLE 12. INPUT COMBINATIONS WHICH MAXIMIZE PROF ITS FOR V A RIOUS NITROGEN , POTA SH, PHOSPHORUS A ND CORN 
PRICES. 

Optimum in put in P redicted Profit from 
Situation Price per uni t pounds per acre corn y ield use of 
number [corn per l N per I p per K per N p K in bush els opt imum 

bush el pound pound pound per acre inputs• 

1 -------------------------------- $1.60 $0.17 $0.13 $0.08 44.45 15.91 15.13 76 .77 $22. 19 
2 --········------------------------ 1.30 0.17 0.13 0.08 36.53 13.29 12.47 75.46 16.20 
3 --------------------------.0•--- 1.00 0. 17 0.13 0.08 25.68 10.28 9.4 6 73.32 10.73 

4 ...... --------------------------- 1.63 0.15 0.11 0.06 50.57 18.11 19.12 77 .71 23 .81 
5 ----------------········-··--·-··· 1.30 0.15 0.11 0. 06 40.74 15.39 16.2 3 76.36 17 .53 
6 1.00 0.15 0.11 0.06 30.04 12.16 12.78 74.47 11.73 

7 -------------------------------- 1.60 0.13 0.09 0.04 57.97 20.80 24.92 78.70 25.71 
8 ························-········ 1.30 0.13 0.09 0.04 47. 36 18.02 21.99 77 .49 19.12 
9 1.00 0.13 0. 09 0.04 35.60 14.60 18.20 75.75 12.95 

10 ···••···•••····· .................. 1.60 0.08 0. 09 0.04 85.49 20.80 24. 92 80.47 29 .24 
11 -····························-·· 1.30 0.08 0.09 0.04 73 .43 18.02 21.99 79.54 22 .06 
Ill ············-·-··-·······-·· 1.00 0.08 0.09 0.04 58 .77 14.60 18.2 1 78. 11 15.24 

*Profi t fig ured on increase in yield over 56.13 bushels per acre. 

•.rABLE 13. CONFIDENCE LIMITS FOR YIELDS PREDICTED I N T A BLE 12. 

S ituat ion 
number 

Predicted corn 
y ield in bushe ls 

per acre 
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1 -····-···-················-·-·····-·-·----·-··-···----····----
2 
3 

4 ·········-----·----·-··············-····················-·-- --·-·-··· 
5 
6 

···············-····················-·············----

7 ······--···-·--····-···--·······--·-··-·--···-·---·----·-········ 
8 ---·------··---------·-·----
9 ··-····----·········-··············-----····-··-···---

76.77 
75.46 
73 .32 

77 .71 
76.36 
74.47 

78 .70 
77.49 
75 .75 

10 ··-·-···---···············-·····-···-··-------- 80.47 
11 -··-··-·---···-··········-········--···--··----- 79.54 
12 ---····-···-················-··-· ---·---··--·--·-···-·--··-··-- 78.11 

95% confide n ce limits 90 % confiden ce limits 
for predicted y ields in for predicted y ields in 

- ~--bu_s_he_ls ...c.p_er_ ac~r=e - ------~_ b_u_sh_e_ls...cv_e_r _ac_r_e ~ --
Lower Upper Lower U pper 

75 .03 78.51 75 .31 78.23 
73 .76 77 .16 74.03 76 .89 
71.66 74.98 71.93 74 .71 

75 .94 79 .48 76 .23 79.19 
74 .63 78.09 74.9 1 77.81 
72.78 76.16 73.06 75.88 

76.90 80.50 77.20 80.20 
75.72 79.26 76.01 78.97 
74.02 77.48 74.30 77 .20 

77 .53 83 .4 1 78.01 82.93 
77 .74 81.34 78.04 81.04 
76 .34 79.88 76.63 75 .59 



sensitive to pr ice changes, decreases by approxi­
mately 7 pounds (between situations 7 and 4) 
when its price increases $0.02. For a similar price 
change between situations 4 and 1, nitrogen usage 
decreases by only 6 pounds. The profit resulting 
from these situations, decreasing only slightly, is 
$25.71, $23.81 and $23.81 for situations 7, 4 and 
1, respectively. 

Corn prices have more effect on optimum nutri­
ent inputs and the resulting profits than do prices 
of other nutrients. Compare, for instance, situa­
tions 7, 8 and 9 : Each $0.30 decrease in corn 
price causes a decrease of approximately 10, 3 
and 3 pounds per acre in the predicted optimum 
inputs for nitrogen, P2O5 and K2O, respectively. 
Profits resulting from these situations are $25.71, 
$19.12 and $12.95, respectively. The decreases in 
nutrient inputs caused by corn price reductions 
are slightly smaller (as are the resulting profits) 
when nutrient prices rise as in situations 1, 2 and 
3. Contrariwise, the input decrements and the re­
sulting profits are larger when nutrient prices 
fall as in situations 10, 11 and 12. 

Effects of using a nutrient ratio and level of 
fertilization other than the optimum one can also 
be illustrated from the data in table 12. For situa­
tion 7, use of the optimum fertilizer combination 
gives a return of $25.71 over costs. Using the 
optimum combination of situation 3 for the prices 
of situation 7, the return is $22.86 over fertilizer 
costs. If the combination of situation 10 is used 
for the prices of situation 7, the gain over cost is 
$24.96; only slightly less than if the optimum 
combination for situation 7 is used under t he 
prices of situation 7. 

EXPERIMENT O IRRIGATED McPAUL 
SILT LOAM IN 1955 

The experiment on McPaul silt loam included 
nitrogen (N) and phosphorus (P2O5) as vari­
ables. The 9 x 9 factorial design had each nutrient 

TABLE 14. CORN YIELDS ON IRRIGATED McPAUL SILT LOAM 
EXPERIMENTAL PLOTS, 1955 (BU. PER ACRE). 

Check plots: N = P eOs = 0. 

76.2 90.4 81.7 89.3 75 .5 58.4 
87.3 70.4 89.6 84 .0 81.5 70 .0 
85 .4 97.0 84.5 66.4 63.8 59 .3 
83 .3 95 .6 72.1 74.2 81.9 

Fertilized p lots : 

P ou nds of Pounds of P ; Os per acre 
nitrogen 
per acre 0 20 40 60 80 120 160 200 240 

0 check 45.l 87.5 85.5 79.7 92 .7 92.8 73.1 77 .3 
plots 82 .4 87.1 89.5 99.7 

20 97.2 102.6 107.3 82.9 97.5 94.7 90.l 89 .8 88.0 
60. 6 63.1 88.6 83 .9 

40 76.3 94 .2 94.7 91.8 113.0 87.6 94 .2 83 .0 95.9 
69.8 90.0 100.0 96.2 

60 96.9 89.9 91.7 75 .0 80.2 97.9 101.2 101.2 101 .8 

80 109.7 51.8 101.9 99.6 99.1 95 .6 88.3 109.6 103 .8 
66.9 94.6 83 .4 82.3 

120 58.0 109.7 74.7 96. 4 97.1 110.2 98 .3 104.6 98.7 

160 53 .9 83.7 84.7 91.9 103.6 75 .8 101.4 97.0 108.4 

200 81.4 73.0 88 .0 90.4 93.2 92 .7 98.7 89 .4 91.8 

240 103.9 76.8 78.4 101.0 99 .3 114.2 102.6 103.4 96 .6 

applied in rates of 0, 20, 40, 60, 80, 120, 160, 200 
and 240 pounds per acre. A completely randomized 
design was used. The check plots were replicated 
23 times in an attempt to gain an accurate esti­
mate of the yield intercept value and to allow for 
a residual response study. Also, the 20-, 40- and 
80-pound rates of each nutrient and their combi­
nations were replicated twice. The corn yields, 
obtained under irrigated conditions, are presented 
in table 14. 

The yields in table 14 are highly variable. This 
variation is due, at least in part, to uneven appli­
cations of the irrigation water. Hence, definite 
responses to the nutrients are difficult to obtain 
from examination of table 14. Upward trends are 
indicated as the nutrient inputs increase, and 
interaction seems to be present. The general level 
of yields is high. The highest yield is 114.2 bushels 
per acre; an increase of 69.1 bushels over the low­
est yield. 

REGRESSION ANALYSIS 

Of the equations considered for the regression 
analysis, the square root function or the quadratic 
function has been found, in general, to be most 
satisfactory.5 It appears logical to assume, how­
ever, that the production surface estimated from 
a given set of experimental results, as well as 
the optimum quantities derived therefrom, will 
vary depending upon the mathematical form chos­
en for the regression equation. As an exploratory 
attempt to determine the type and magnitude of 
the differences of estimates derived from varying 
mathematical forms, both a square root and a 
quadratic equation were fitted to the present data. 
Accordingly, an economic analysis was derived 
from each equation. 

(20) Y = 33.1614+0.7842S+0.0273N+0.1638P 
-0.000149N2-0.000565P2+ 0.000243NP 

(21) Y = 30.175l+ 0.8268S+0.539309yN 
+ 1.256664-VP 

-0.0614N-0.0610P+ 0.088035yNyP 

Equation 20 is a quadratic form fitted to the 
data in table 14, and equation 21 is a square root 
transformation fitted to the same data. In these 
functions, Y is the predicted bushels per acre of 
corn, N and P denote the pounds per acre of nitro­
gen and P2O5, respectively, and S is the stand in 
inputs of 218 corn plants per acre. The quadratic 
equation gives an R2 of 0.3918 while the square 
root equation yields an R2 of 0.4131. Values of t 
for the partial regression coefficients of the two 
equations are given in table 15. Table 16 includes 
an analysis of variance of regression for each 
equation. 

The coefficient of determination, R2, is similar 
for both equations, i.e., each equation explains 
approximately the same amount of the variance 
5See: H eady, Ear} 0 ., Pesek, John T. and Brown, W. G. , op. cit.; and 
Brow n , W . G., H eady, Earl 0. , Pesek, J ohn T. and Stritzel, J oseph A ., 
op. cit. 
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•r AB LE 15. VA LUES OF t FOR THE PARTIAL RECRESSJON 
COE F F ICIENTS OF E QUATJO NS 20 AND 21. 

A. t va lues f or the coeffi c ie nts o f quad ratic eQ uation 20. 

Regression coeffi c ie nt for; V a lue of t Probabili ty level* 

S .............. ···-·············· 4 .4 7 

N --·····················-········ 0.57 

P --··········-········-·········· 3.44 

N 2 ··················---··-····· 0.71 

p2 -··········-······-···-···· 2.69 

NP ············--- 1.37 

B. t va lues for the coeff icents of square root equation 21. 

0.0001 

0.50 

0.0001 

0.50 

0.01 

0.20 

Regression coeffi c ient for : V a lue of t Probabili ty level* 

S ············---- 4.82 

\I N ····-···············-············ 1.37 

\I 1' ····-······-···········-·····- 1.34 

N ········-··-·······--··-···-· 0.81 

P ······-········-··········-······ 1.88 

\ I N \ I P ····················-······ 2.16 

0.0001 

0.20 

0.20 

0.50 

0.10 

0.05 

• Proba bility of draw ing a t va lue as la rge or larger by chance, g ive n 
che null hypothes is. 

T ABLE 16. ANALYSIS OF VARI ANCE OF R EG RESSION F OR 
EQUATJONS 20 AND 21. 

A. 'l'he ana lys is of varia nce of quadratic equation :l0 . 

Degrees of Sums of Mean 
Source of va riat ion f reedom squares square 

T otal ---------------------------------- 118 22,586 .36 

Due t o regress ion 6 8,849.96 1,474 .99 

Dev iations from 
regress ion 112 13,736.40 122.65 

B . The a na lysis of va ria nce of the square root equat ion 21. 

Source of va riat ion 
Degrees of 

f reedom 

T otal -················ ·········· ....... 118 

Due to regress ion ......... . 

Deviations from 
regress ion -···---------··---·-- 112 

Sums of 
sq uares 

22,586 .36 

9,330.44 

13,255.92 

Mean 
square 

1,555.07 

118.36 

F 

12.03 

F 

13.14 

of the corn yield.0 Hence, the error mean square is 
almost the same for both equations (see table 16). 
Values of t for the coefficients of the two equa­
tions, with the exception of the stand terms and 
nitrogen power terms, are not similar. Since the 
error variance is the same for both equations, the 
difference in t values may be due to either the 
algebraic differences in the equations or to corre­
lations between the "independent" variables. Thus, 
terms deleted on the basis of t tests would differ 
for each equation. 

The N and N~ t erms might be omitted from the 
quadratic equation since their t values have low 
probabilities. However, the crossproduct term of 
equation 20 has a pr obability level which war­
rants its retention; and since N is included in the 
crosspr oduct, it seems reasonable to take account 
of its linear and quadratic effects in the economic 
analysis even if they a re not significant at the 
usual probability levels. The only term which 
would be omitted from the square root equation 
on the basis of the t tests is the linear term for 
nitrogen. Again, it does not seem logically appro-
GThe sq ua re root f un ct ion us uall y has a hig her R2 tha n a quadratic 
equation fi tted to the sa me da ta if equat ions include s imilar terms. 
See: H eady, E. 0., Pesek , J . T . and Brow n , W . G., op cit., an d t he 
Clarion exper ime ntal data in cluded earlier in this bullet in. 
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priate to delete only the linear term. Thus, all 
terms were retained to facilitate the comparison of 
the two equations in the following analysis. 

As <lescribeJ • in previous studies, the linea r 
stand terms are inserted in the regression equa­
tions in place of a conventional covariance analy­
sis. When the mean value for stand is substituted 
into equations 20 and 21, equations 22 and 23 re­
sult. These equations will be used for the economic 
analysis. The yield intercept values of equations 
22 and 23 are similar to each other and to the 
average of the 23 check plots (79.03). 

(22) Y = 80.3472-f-0.0273N-f-0.1638P 
-0.000149N2-0.000565P2-f-0.000243NP 

(23 ) Y = 79.9242-f- 0.539309v' N-f- l.25664 y P 
-0.0614N-0.061 OP -f-0.088035 y P y N 

PRODUCTION SURFACES AND PREDICTED YIELDS 

Yields predicted by equations 22 and 23 are in­
cluded in table 17. These yields were calculated by 
substituting the combinations of nitrogen and 
P 2O, listed in the table into the production func­
tions. It should be noted that yields in table 17 
have been adjusted to the average stand level, 
while stand is a random variable in table 14. 

The yield intercept values for the two equations 
<liifer very little because of the large number of 
r eplications of the check plots. Differences in 
magnitude of yield response do occur, however. 
When there is no interaction (that is, one of the 
inputs is applied at a zero rate) the quadratic 
function predicts larger yields and yield decreases 
less rapidly, as compared with predictions by the 
square root form. When the nutrients are applied 
simultaneously and interactions are present, the 
square root function predicts yields which are 
initially higher, but which increase at a less rapid 
rate as compared with predictions by the quad-

TABLE 17. PREDICTED CORN YIELDS FOR McPAUL SILT 
LOAM (BU. PER ACRE ) . 

A. Corn y ie lds predicted by quad ra tic equation. 

Pounds 

I o 

Poun ds of nitrogen per acre 
of P :!O5 

240 pe r acre 40 80 120 160 200 

0 80.35 81.20 81.58 81.47 80.90 79.84 78.3 1 

40 86.00 87.24 88.01 88.29 88.10 87.44 86.29 

80 89.84 n.47 92.63 93 .30 93 .50 93.23 92.47 

120 91.88 93 .90 95.4 4 96.51 97.10 97.21 96.84 

160 92. 11 94.52 96.45 97.91 98 .89 97.39 99 .41 

200 90 .53 93 .33 95.66 97.50 98.87 99.76 100.17 

240 87. 15 90. 34 93.05 95 .29 97.04 98.32 99.l~ 

B. Corn y ie lds predicted by squ are root eq uation . 

P ounds I o 

Pounds of ni trogen per ac re 
of PeOo 
per a cre 40 80 120 160 200 240 

0 79.92 80 .88 79.83 78. 46 76.39 75.27 73.55 

40 85.43 89 .90 90.H2 90 .07 89.47 88.66 87.68 

80 86.28 92 .51 93.23 93 .44 93.24 92.77 92 .11 

120 86.36 93.42 94.90 95.47 95 .57 95 .35 94.93 

160 86 .05 94.05 95 .92 96 .80 97.14 97.15 96 .93 

200 85. 48 94.31 96.54 97 .66 98.23 98. 44 98.40 

240 84 .74 94.20 96.86 98.22 98.99 99 .38 99.68 



ratic form. This fact is apparent in table 17. By 
comparing parts A and B of table 17, we see that 
for rows where P~o~. = 40 or the columns where 
N = <!0, the square root function predicts higher 
yields. Examination of the rows or columns where 
N = P2Q5 = 80 shows the predictions of the two 
equations to be similar. The quadratic equation 
predicts higher yields for input combinations 
between 120 and 200 pounds. Hence, the quad­
ratic equation reaches a point of maximum yield 
at lower input levels than does the square root 
function . 

For nitrogen rates of 80 pounds or more, the 
square root equation does not indicate decreasing 
total yields resulting in the range of P2O5 applica­
tions listed in table 17. The quadratic, however, 
predicts decreasing returns to P2Q5 at all rates of 
nitrogen. Contrariwise, both equations predict a 
diminishing total product for nitrogen, differing 
only in predicted level of P2Q5 input at which 
these negative marginal products occur. However, 
the yield level at which decreasing total returns 
shift to increasing returns, because of change in 
the level of a "fixed" nutrient, is similar in both 
cases. 

Production surfaces for the quadratic and 
square root functions are depicted graphically in 
figs . 19 and 20, re:;i)ectively. Figure 20 clearly 
illustrates the large increases in yield caused by 
the initial fertilizer applications predicted by the 
square root function. Beyond the 80-pound rates 
of each nutrient, however, the surface in fig. 20 
appears to increase at a near-constant rate. In 
contrast, fig. 19 depicts a function which rises 
smoothly, but has a "more curved appearance" 
over the complete surface. Interaction between the 
nutrients causes the surfaces to slope slightly 
downward on the far corner of the graphs. 

The response of each nutrient and the inter­
action between nutrients can also be shown by 
two-dimensional graphs. Figures 21 to 24 depict 
curves resulting from parallel slices taken along 
the input axis of the production surfaces (figs. 19 
and 20). That is, the slice is parallel to the axis of 
the variable nutrient. Figures 21 and 22 illustrate 
corn yield response to nitrogen, when P2Ou is held 
constant at three levels, predicted by the quadratic 
and square root equations, respectively. In the 
same order, figs . 23 and 24 show the response to 
P2Oa predicted by the equations when nitrogen is 
constant at three levels. These figures show clearly 
the predictional differences discussed above. 

A slice through the production surfaces and 
passing through the origin on the input plane 
( N = P 2Ou = 0) depicts the corn yield resulting 
from the application of a constant ratio of the two 
nutrients. Hence, the curves in figs . 25 to 28 
r esult from applications of an aggregate input 
where, for any given curve, this aggregate input 
is composed of constant proportions of the nutri­
ents, i.e., 2N = P, N = P, etc. While the curves illus­
trate, in general, the considerations previously 
discussed, it should be noted that extreme extra­
polations are made for the input ratios (2N = P) 
and (2P = N). For the curve labelled P = 2N in 
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F ig . 19. Production surface for McPaul s il t loa m predicted by Qu ad~ 
ratic equation. 

fig. 27, P 2Q5 equals 480 pounds when nitrogen 
equals 240 pounds. The curves are included here, 
however, because they illustrate interesting dif­
ferences between the two mathematical forms. 
Comparing the curves (2N = P) in figs. 27 and 
28, the quadratic form attains a maximum at 
much lower input levels than the square root form . 
In fact, the latter reaches a maximum yield at 
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Fig. 21. Corn yield r espon se to nitrogen (P 20 a held constant) on 
McPaul s il t loam- predicted by quadratic equation . 
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F ig. 22. Corn y ield response to nitrogen (P 10 5 hel d constant) on 
McPaul s il t loam- p r edicted by square root equation . 

460 .1 pounds of P 2O5 when nitrogen is held at 240 
pounds (see table 20) . 

MARGINAL PHYSICAL PRODUCTS 

The discussion thus far has considered general 
differences in production surfaces predicted by 
the equations. While such a comparison is of 
technical interest, the results have no economic 
importance. Hence, in the following economic 
analysis, only the portions of the surfaces with 
positive marginal products are considered. 

Equations 24 and 25 are the marginal product 
equations of nitrogen derived from the quadratic 
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Fig. 24. Corn yield response to P 20 5 ( ni trogen held con s tant) on 
McPaul silt loam- predicted by sq uare root eQuation. 

(22) and square root (23) equations, respective­
ly. The marginal products of nitrogen, with P~O, 

(24) ay = 0.0273-0.0003N + 0.000243P 
aN 

(25) ay -
aN 

= -0.0614+ 0.269654N·1/ 2+ 0.044018P112N·1/ 2 

fixed at levels of 0, 120 and 240 pounds per acre, 
are presented in fig. 29. The marginal product 
equation of the square root equation is curved 
while that of the quadratic is linear. 

The marginal physical products of nitrogen, 
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F ig. 26. Corn yield response to aggr egated inputs of P 2_0 5 and nitro­
gen on McPaul s ilt loam- predicted by square root equat10n . 

predicted by the two equation forms, are most 
similar when nitrogen inputs range between 40 
and 60 pounds. For smaller inputs those predicted 
from the square root equation are larger ; for 
larger inputs those of the quadratic function are 
larger. Whether or not recommended rates of 
nitrogen differ between eq uations depends on the 
ratio of nitrogen costs to corn prices. If this ratio 
were approximately 0.07, 0.08 or 0.02 (when 
P 2Q5 is fixed at 0, 120 or 240 pounds, respec­
tively) predictions from the two equations woul? 
result in about equal nitrogen inputs. The quanti­
ties of nitrogen would be about 10, 34 or 50 
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F ig. 27. Corn y ield res ponse to aggr egated inputs of P 20 5 a nd nitro­
gen on McPaul s il t Joam- predicted by quadratic equation. 
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F ig . 28. Corn yield response to aggregated inputs of P 2.05 a nd n it ro­
gen on McPaul s il t loam - predicted by square r oot equat10n . 

pounds per acre, respectively. As price ratios 
vary from these, optimum rates predicted by the 
two equations take on greater differences. 

Equations 26 and 27 provide predictions of the 
marginal physical products of P 2Q5 for the quad­
ratic and square root eq uations, respectively. The 

(26) ay = 0.1638-0.0011P+ 0.000243N 
aP 

(27) cJY 
aP 
= -0.0610+ 0.628332P·1/2+ 0.044018N112P ·112 
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marginal products predicted by these equations 
are presented in table 19 for selected rates of 
nutrient inputs. Equations for the margina l prod­
uct of P 2Q3 when nitrogen is held at three levels 
are pictured in fig. 30. 

As in the case of the marginal curves for nitro­
gen, the discrepancy between predicted optimum 
rates of P 2Os for the equations depends on the 
P2Ou-corn price ratio. When this ratio is 0.16, 0.17 
or 0.19 and nitrogen is fixed at 0, 120 or 240 
pounds, respectively, both equations predict opti­
mum rates of approximately 8, 24 and 26 pounds 
of P2Ou per acre, respectively. Since the slopes 
defined by the marginal equations of P 2Ou are 
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Fig. 30. Marginal phys ical product of P 2O5 on McPaul s ilt loam 
(when nitrogen is fixed at three levels). 
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greater than those for nitrogen, input ranges 
which give comparable optima are smaller for 
P 2O5 than for nitrogen. 

Nutrient input • rates denoting the marginal 
products of zero magnitude can be approximated 
in tables 18 and 19. However, equations 24 to 27 
can be solved to determine these exact input rates. 
Quantities, determined in this way, are presented 
in table 20 for both equation forms. 

With P 2Q3 as the variable nutrient, the square 
root function defines smaller nitrogen inputs for 
zero marginal products of the latter nutrient. 

T AB LE 18. MARGINAL PHYSICAL PRODUCT OF NITROGEN AT 
SEVEN LEVELS OF P 20 5 FOR McPAUL SILT LOAM (BU. PER 
>\CRE ) . 

A. Marginal physical product of nitrogen pred icted by Quad ratic 
equation. 

Pounds Pounds of nitrogen per acre 
of P 2O;; 
per acre 0 40 80 120 160 200 240 

0 0.027 0.015 0.003 - 0.009 - 0.020 - 0.032 - 0.044 

40 0.037 0.025 0.01 3 0.001 - 0.011 - 0.023 - 0.035 

80 0.047 0.035 0.023 0.01 l - 0.001 - 0.013 - 0.025 

120 0.057 0.045 0.036 0.021 o.oon - 0.003 - 0.01 5 

160 0.066 0.054 0.042 0.030 0.019 0.007 - 0.00a 

200 0.076 0.064 0.052 0.040 0.028 0.016 0.004 

240 0.08fi 0.074 0.0(' 2 0.050 0.0~8 0.02G 0.014 

8. Marginal phys ical produ ct of nitrogen pred icted by square root 
equation . 

Pounds 

I 
Pou nds of ni trogen per acre 

of PeO5 
120 160 200 240 per ac1·e 0 40 80 

0 0.208 - 0.019 - 0.031 - 0.037 - 0.040 - 0.042 - 0.0~4 

40 0.477 0.025 - 0.000 - 0.011 - 0.018 - 0.023 - 0.026 

80 0.602 0.044 0.013 - 0.001 - 0.009 - 0.015 - 0.019 

120 0.690 0.058 0.023 0.007 - 0.002 - 0.008 - 0.013 

160 0.7 65 0.069 0.031 0.014 0.004 - 0.003 - 0.008 

200 0.83 1 0.080 0.038 0.020 0.009 0.002 - 0.004 

240 0.8~ 0 o.08n 0.045 0.026 0.014 0.006 0.000 

TABLE 19. MARGINAL PHYSI CAL PRODUCT (MPP ) OF PaOa 
AT SEVEN LEVELS OF NITROGEN FOR McPAUL SILT LOAM 
(BU . PER ACRE ) . 

A . Marginal p hys ical product of P 20 s pred icted by quadratic equation . 

Pounds 

I 
Pounds of P 2: 0 5 per acre 

of nitrogen 
160 200 240 pet· acre 0 40 80 120 

0 0.164 0.119 0.074 0.028 - 0.017 - 0.062 - 0.107 

40 0.174 0.128 0.083 0.038 - 0.007 - 0.052 - 0.097 

80 0.183 0.138 0.093 0.04 8 0.003 - 0.04 3 - 0.088 

120 0.193 0.148 0.103 0.058 0.012 - 0.033 - 0.078 

160 0.203 0.158 0.112 0.067 0.022 - 0.023 - 0.068 

200 0.213 0.167 0.122 0.077 0.032 - 0.0 13 --0.059 

240 0.222 0.177 0.132 0.087 0.042 - 0.004 - 0.049 

B. Marginal phys ical product of P eO5 1,redicted by square root 
equation . 

Pounds Poun ds of P :! 0 5 per acre 
of nitroge n 
pe r acre 0 40 80 120 160 200 240 

0 0.567 0.038 0.009 - 0.004 - 0.012 - 0.017 - 0.021 

40 0.846 0.082 0.040 0.022 0.010 0.003 - 0.003 

80 0.961 0.101 0.053 0.032 0.020 0.011 0.005 

120 1.049 0.115 0.063 0.040 0.027 0.018 0.011 

160 1.124 0.126 0.071 0.047 0.033 0.023 0.015 

200 1.190 0.1 37 0.079 0.053 0.038 0.027 0.020 

240 J.249 0.14 fi 0.085 0.057 0.04 3 0.032 0.024 



TABLE 20. RATES OF INPUTS AT WHICH THE MARGINAL PHYSICAL PRODUCT OF ONE !Nl'll'f I S ZERO, GlVEN VARIOUS RATES 
01!' THE SECOND INPUT. 

Pou nds per acre at which 
Pounds of marginal physical product 

of nitrogen is zero P 20 5 per 
acre 

Quadratic Square root 

0 91.49 19.27 

40 124.12 79.74 

80 156.74 116.64 

120 189.36 150.06 

160 221.98 181.17 

200 254.60 211.11 

240 287.22 240.26 

However, excluding the nitrogen rate of zero, the 
reverse is true for inputs of P 2O;;. Equating func­
t ions 24 and 26 to zero, the quadratic equation 
predicts a maximum yield at 200.0 and 254.5 
pounds per acre of P 2Oo and nitrogen, respective­
ly. The corresponding yield is 100.2; 0.6 bushel 
less than the maximum yield predicted by the 
square root equation for the same nutrient levels. 
Equating functions 25 and 27 to zero, the square 
root equation predicts a maximum yield at 777.3 
and 594.9 pounds for P 2Q5 and nitrogen quantities 
far beyond the observations of the study. The 
corresponding yield is 104.0 bushels. 

YIELD l SOQUANTS 

Isoquants derived from the quadratic equation 
22 and the square root equation 23 are presented 
in figs . 31 and 32, respectively. 

(28) P = 145.113100+ 0.215509N ± 885.739593 
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F ig. 31. Corn y ield isoquants for P 0 0 ;; a nd nitrogen on McPaul s ilt 
loam- predicted by quadratic equation. 

P ounds per acre at which 
Pounds of • marginal physical product 
nitrogen of P 2Us is zero 
per acre 

Quadratic Square root 

0 145.11 105.88 

40 153.73 220.02 

80 162.35 279.89 

120 170.97 330.05 

160 179.59 378.36 

200 188.21 419.43 

240 196.84 460.10 

(29) P = 10.292594+ 0.721043\ I N ± 8.190410 
(0 .352952\IN-0.007230N+21.088729 

-0.244188Y) o.5 

In the isoquant equations 28 and 29, derived 
from equations 22 and 23, respectively, P 2Oo is 
expressed as a function of nitrogen and yield. 
The slope of the isoquants can be predicted from 
equation 30, derived from the quadratic function, 
and equation 31 from the square root equation. 

(30) iJY / oN 0.027296-0.000298N + 0.000243P 
oY / aP = 0.163833-0.001129P +0.000243N 

The same general type of isoquant is associ­
ated with both equations (figs. 31 and 32). The 
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(31) aY/ aN _ -0.061359 + 0.269654N-1' 2 + o.044017P1' 2N-112 

aY/ aP - -U.061047 + 0.628332P-1l 2 + 0.044017N112P-1'2 

(32) P -0.027296 + 0.00298N + ex: (0.163833 + 0.000234N) 
0.000243 + ex: (0.001129) 

(33) P [ -3.062997+ (0.693432 cx:-0.696976) \ / N ± 11.358990 

( [ (0.061047 ex: -0.061359) y N + 0.269654 r + 0.176072 

[ ex: \ I N (0.628332 + 0.044018 \f N]) 
112 r 

isoquants for each equation are convex to the 
origin and, for equal yield increments, a r e suc­
cessively farther apart. The position and slope 
of the isoquants differ between functions, how­
ever. Of the isoquants shown, those representing 
the 94-bushel yield are most comparable. For 
lower yields, the quadratic form requires gr eater 
inputs than the square root form; for yields above 
94 bushels, the reverse is true. 

The ridgelines, dotted lines in figs . 31 and 32, 
differ considerably for the equations. The square 
root function allows wider ranges of substitution 
for high yield levels ( e.g., the 98-bushel iso­
quants) . At low yield levels, the quadratic equa-

tion allows wider ranges of substitution ( e.g., the 
82- and 76-bushel isoquants). 

Table 21 presents isoquant schedules, derived 
from equations 28 and 29, and marginal rates of 
substitution, derived from equations 30 and 31. 
To produce 82 bushels of corn when 10 pounds 
are used, the quadratic equation predicts 8.64 
pounds of P 2O5 and a marginal substitution rate 
of 0.1688. The square root equation predicts 0.37 
pound and a marginal rate of substitution of 
0.1143. While combinations of inputs are similar 
for the 94-bushel yield, corresponding marginal 
rates of substitution are different. For higher or 
lower yield levels, input combinations and marg-

T AB LE 21. COMBIN ATIONS OF PzO,; AND NITROGEN NEEDE D TO PRO D UCE GIVEN CORN YIE LDS AND CORRESPONDING 
MARGINAL RAT ES OF SU BSTITUTION. 

Yield = 82 bushels per ac ,·e 

P ounds of 
Quadratic eq uation Squ are root equation 

n i t r ogen Pou nds 

I e :~Oo) 
Poun ds 

I e :~0 5) per acre of P;0 5 MRS of P;0 5 MRS 
per acre per acre 

10 8.64 0.1 69 0.37 0.11 4 
20 7. 10 0. 144 0.29 0.012 
30 5.78 0. 112 
40 4.70 0.098 
50 3.81 0.078 
60 3. 14 0.058 
70 2.66 0.040 
80 2.35 0.023 
90 2.21 0.005 

Yield 86 bushels per acre 

Pounds ofi---Q~u_ad_,._at_ic_eq_u_a_ti_on ___ 1 ___ S_qL_1a_r_e _ro_o_t _e_q_ua_t_io_n_ 

·t Pounds I ( oP -,0 5) 0Pfopu ._~0ds_:, I MRS ( ~ a Ne0 5) ~~:·~~~~ of P 20 5 MRS ~ N-
per acre u per acre 

10 
20 
30 
40 
50 
60 
70 
80 
90 

100 
11 0 

a7.14 o. 268 13.82 
34.66 0.230 11.41 
32.54 0.1 95 10.35 
30.74 0.164 9.95 
29.24 0. 136 
28.01 0. 11 0 
27 .03 0.086 
26.22 0.065 
25 .74 0.043 
25.41 0.023 
25.28 0.004 

Yield 90 bushels per acre 

0.466 
0. 187 
0.065 
0.014 

P ounds of 
Quadratic eq uation Square root equation 

nitrogen Pounds I (°PeOj ) 
Pou nds 

I r::") per acre of P eOo I MRS of P :!0 5 MR S 
pe r acre oN per acre 

10 76.26 0.541 78 .06 5.1019 
20 71.41 0.439 60.99 1.6989 
30 €7.40 o.~65 45.96 0.6332 
40 64.05 0.306 40.36 0.3120 
50 61.26 0.255 38.87 0.173H 
60 58 .92 0.212 37.45 0.0845 
70 fi7 .00 0. 174 36.96 0.0277 
80 55.43 0. 142 
90 54.11 0.109 

100 53 .23 0.08 1 
ll O 52.55 O.Ofi5 
120 52.06 0.031 
130 51.93 0.008 
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Yield = 94 bushels per acr e 

Pounds of 
Quadratic equation Square root equa tion 

ni t rogen Pou nds 

I c :~0 5) 
P ounds 

I c:~o,) per acre of P ; Oa MRS of P,0 5 MRS 
per ac re per acre 

30 149.81 20.347 
40 122 .77 1.290 155.50 4.28 1 
50 112.63 0.814 122.98 1.941 
60 105.70 0.594 108.78 1.026 
70 100.48 0.4 57 JOO.SO 0.622 
80 96.06 0.360 96.16 0. 396 
90 93 .08 0.286 92.73 0.247 

100 90.63 0.227 90.82 0.147 
11 0 88 .61 0.177 89.68 0.076 
120 87.06 0.133 89 .30 0.049 
130 85.74 0.094 
140 85 .14 0.617 
150 84.68 0.298 
160 84.45 0.0 01 -

Yield = 98 bushels per acre 

Poun ds of 
Qu adra tic equa ti on Sq uare root eq uation 

n itrogen P oun ds 

I c :~0 5) 
Pou nds 

I c ::0 5) per acre of P zO c, MRS of P;Oa MRS 
per ac re per acre 

110 245.23 3.536 
120 210. 3 1.557 
130 149.94 0.953 207 .93 1.038 
140 142 .99 0.556 199.65 0.700 
150 138.45 0.368 193. 76 0.469 
160 135.40 0.250 189.61 0.314 
170 133 .34 0.164 187 .41 0.207 
180 132.04 0.097 185 .77 0.121 
190 131.06 0. 040 185.09 0.055 
200 
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F ig . 33. Yield isoclines for P 20 5 and nitrogen on McPaul s ilt loam­
pred ic ted by quadratic equation. 

inal rates of substitution differ considerably be­
tween equation forms. 

YIELD lS0CLINES 

Equations 32 and 33 are the isocline equations 
for the quadratic and square r oot functions, re­
spectively, where ex: is the price ratio (Px/ Pp). 
For selected values of ex: , isoclines from these 
equations are presented in figs. 33 and 34. The 
isoclines of the quadratic equation are linear 
( fig. 33) ; those of the square root are curvilinear 
(fig. 34) . Too, all isoclines of the square root 
equation converge toward the origin. (Actually, 
the square root isocline equation is discontinuous 
when nitrogen is zero.) 

The isoclines, also the ridgelines (see above), 
of both equations converge at the point of maxi­
mum yield. The maximum yields predicted by the 
quadratic and square root equation are 100.20 
and 104.02 bushels per acre, respectively. To at­
tain this yield, the quadratic function requires 
200 pounds of P 20 5 and 254.5 pounds of nitrogen. 
The square root function predicts a maximum at 
77.3 pounds of P 20 r. and 594.9 pounds of nitrogen. 
At the maximum, the quadratic requires a P 20 5-
nitrogen ratio of 0.79; the ratio for the square 
root function is 1.31. 

ECONOMIC OPTIMA AND CONFIDENCE LIMITS 

Isoclines are least-cost expansion paths, de­
rived by equating the marginal rate of substitu­
tion to the price ratio. Hence, comparing isoclines 
of the equations permits comparisons of predic­
tions in dollar values. Cost minimizing combina­
tions of nit rogen and P 20 :i predicted by the equa­
tions are presented in table 22 for selected yield 
levels and price ratios. With per-pound prices of 
$0.10 for nitrogen and $0.30 for P 20 r; , the quad-
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YIELD LEVEL OF 
ISOQUANT IN 
BUSHELS PER 
ACRE 

I 

0o 50 100 150 200 250 
POUNDS OF NITROGEN PER ACRE 

F ig. 34. Yield isoclines for P:!05 and n it rogen on McPaul s il t loam-­
predicted by square root equation. 

ratic equation provides estimates indicating that 
the 90-, 94- and 98-bushel yield isoquants can be 
attained at the minimum costs of $23.00, $36.80 
and $56.30 per acre, respectively. For the square 
root equation, these costs are $16.60, $36.50 and 
$72.80. When prices are $0.13 for nitrogen and 
$0.11 for P 20 o, the quadratic predicts attainment 
of the three yield levels at costs of $9.02, $18.64 
and $33.71. The square root predictions, for the 
same yields, are $8.84, $19.86 and $39.83. For 

TABLE 22 . QUANTJTTES OF NJTROGEN AND P 20 5 WHICH WILL 
MINIMIZE COSTS OF P RODUCING SPECIFIED YIELDS OF CORN 
FOR V ARY JNG RESOURCE PRICES. 

Corn Price Optimum number of Optimum numbe r of 
y ield ratio pounds of nitrogen pounds of P 20 o 

P:,; / Pp pe1· acre per acre 
Quadratic I Square root Quadratic I Square root 

90 1/ 3 35 40 65 42 
90 1/ 2 14 34 75 45 
90 1 / 1 - • 27 -• 49 
90 13 / 11 - 24 - 62 
90 2 / 1 - 18 - 68 
90 3/ 1 - 16 - 64 
94 1/ 3 83 83 95 94 
94 1 / 2 77 75 102 97 
94 1 / 1 44 63 117 107 
94 13 / 11 41 58 121 112 
94 2 / 1 35 49 130 123 
94 3/1 32 44 137 134 
98 1 / 3 152 158 137 190 
98 1/ 2 143 148 142 194 
98 1 / 1 131 132 151 207 
98 13 / 11 129 127 154 212 
98 2 / 1 127 118 159 227 
98 3 11 126 112 164 239 

*To attain a 90-bus hel y ield, the quadratic equation would use n o 
nitrogen and 82.25 pounds of P:!OJ for price rat ios othe r t ha n 1/ 2 
and 1/ 3 . 
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TABL E 23. OPTI MUM RATES AND COM l:HNATlO NS OF P2O5 AND NITRO GEN F OR SPECIF IED CORN AND INPUT PRICE S. 
-

Pr ice per u nit Quadratic eq uation Square root eQua t ion 

Corn per I Ni t r ogen I P:!O5 per Op t im u m in puts in I P r edicted I P rofi t per Oµ t imum in p uts in I P redicted I P rofit per 
Situat ion bus hel per pound pound pou nds per ac re corn y ie ld ac re from • pou nds per ac re corn yield acre from 
number Ni trogen I P:2O5 i n bushels use of Ni trogen I P 20 s in bushels use of 

per acre opt imum per acre optimum 
combin ation com bin a t ion 

1 $1.60 $0. 17 $0.13 u 19.56 83 .33 $2 .33 6.55 27 .13 86.06 $5. 18 
2 1.30 0. 17 0.13 0 0 80 .35 0 6.01 20.89 85.96 4.11 
3 1.00 0.17 0.13 0 0 80.35 0 3.50 13.84 85. 16 2.84 

4 1.60 0.15 0.11 0 44 .04 87.3 1 6.29 10.63 35.66 88.07 7.5 1 
5 1.30 0.15 0.11 0 8.02 81.30 0.35 1.n 26.66 87.09 5.28 
6 1.00 0.15 0.11 0 0 80.35 0 4.64 17 .87 85.82 3.23 

7 1.60 0. 13 0.09 0 59 .66 88. 11 7.06 16.08 47.12 89.27 8.62 
8 1.30 0.1 3 0.09 0 29.20 84 .65 2.97 10.82 35.05 88.04 6.00 
9 1.00 0.13 0.09 0 0 80.35 0 6.43 23 .99 86.68 3.76 

10 1.60 0.08 0.09 0 87 .00 90.35 8.14 28 .41 54.1 7 90.45 9.70 
11 1.30 0.08 0.09 u 62.96 88.43 4.84 19.92 40. 10 89.09 6.71 
12 1.00 0.08 0.09 0 24.39 84.01 1.47 12.40 26.89 87 .55 4.21 

TABLE 24. CONFIDENCE LIMITS F OR YIELDS PREDICTED IN T ABLE 23. 

Quadratic eq uation Squa re root equation 

S ituatio n 
number 

co rn y ie ld f or pred icted y ields f or pred icted y ie lds corn y ie ld f or predicted y ie lds f or pred icted y ie lds 
Predicted I V5 % confidence limits I 90 % conf idence limits P redicted I !-.1 5% confide nce limi ts I \:J U% confide nce limits 

in bushels in bushels per acre in bus hels per acre in bushe ls in bushels ve r acre in bus hels pe r acre 
______ •

1 
__ Pc....e_r _a_cr_e_~_L_·o_w_e_1· ---'I_ U_p:....:1_,e_r ---'===L~o~w~er~~~I ~~U=p~p~er==

1
1_...:..P_e~r ~a c_r_e ----''---L-'o_w...:..e•_· --'-I _U:....:p:..:.p_er_...,___Lc.:.o'_"e.:::cr_,._I --=U-"p-"-pe.:::cr_ 

1 83 .33 7~.81 86.85 80.39 86.27 86 .06 82.4 9 89.63 83 .07 89.05 
2 80.35 76. 41 84.29 77. 05 83 .65 85 .96 82 .50 89. 42 83 .06 88 .86 
3 80.35 76.41 84.29 77.05 83.65 85. 16 81.77 88.55 82 .32 88 .00 

4 87. 31 83 .48 91.14 84 .11 90.5 1 88.07 84.45 
83 .56 
82.38 

91.69 
90.62 
89 .26 

85 .04 
84.1 3 
82 .94 

91.1 0 
90.05 
88.70 

5 81.30 77.63 84.97 78.22 84.38 87.0 9 
6 80.35 76.4 I 84.29 i7 .05 83 .65 85.82 

7 88. 11 83 .88 92.34 84 .57 91.65 89.27 85 .61 
84. 43 
83 .16 

92 .93 
91.65 
~0.20 

86 .20 
85 .02 
83 .73 

92 .34 
91.06 
89 .63 

ll 84.65 81.09 88 .21 81.67 87 .63 88.04 
9 80. 35 76. 41 84.29 77 .05 83 .65 86.68 

10 90 .35 85. 44 95.26 86 .24 94.4 6 90.4 5 
89 .09 
87.55 

86 .77 
85.45 
84.05 

94.13 
92 .73 
91.05 

87.37 
86. 04 
84.62 

93.53 
92. 14 
90.48 

11 88.43 84. 11 92.76 84.82 92.04 
12 84.01 80.4~ 87.53 81.06 86.96 

prices of $0.30 for nitrogen and $0.10 for P 2O5, 
minimum cost nutrient quantities for the yields 
90, 94 and 98 bushels are predicted to cost, in 
the same order, $8.23, $34.40 and $59.30 for the 
quadratic and $4.50, $26.60 and $57.50 for the 
square root function. 

Quantities of nutrients which maximize 
profits per acre are presented in table 23 for sev­
eral price situations. Confidence limits for pre­
dicted yields in table 23 are presented in table 24. 
The amounts of nutrients listed in table 23 rep­
resent movements along an isocline, until marg­
inal revenue becomes zero, They were obtained 
for the quadratic equation by setting equations 
24 and 26 equal to appropriate nutrient-product 
price ratios and solving simultaneously; results 
for the square root equation were obtained from 
equations 25 and 27. Prices in table 23 are com­
parable to present prices. Nitrogen prices range 
from $0.08 (approximate cost of liquid forms) 
to $0.17 (slightly higher than costs of mixed 
fertilizers). Prices of P 2O5 vary from $0.09 to 
$0.13 per pound; prices representative of P 2O5 
purchased in straight fertilizer or in mixed ferti­
lizers, respectively. 

The quadratic equation does not allow pre­
diction of nitrogen levels. However, the square 
root allows prediction for all price situations. 
Except for situations 7, 10, 11 and 12, however, 
quantities of nitrogen recommended by the square 
root function are small. For high corn prices and 
low P2Or. prices, the quadratic equation predicts 
higher P 2O5 inputs (situations 4, 7 and 10). For 
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all other situations, P 2Or; predictions by the square 
root function are higher. 

In general, profits from the predicted opti­
mum mix of nutrients are small for both equa­
tions; mainly because of the high initial level of 
fertility in the experimental plots. Corn yields 
are predicted at about 80 bushels when no ferti ­
lizers are applied. 

Because corn response was generally small, 
the high initial marginal products predicted by 
the square root function result in the optimum 
nutrient quantities in table 23. When nutrient­
corn price ratios become smaller ( i.e., corn prices 
rise or nutrient prices fall) profit and yield pre­
dictions by the equations become comparable. 
This is true because low price ratios cause the 
most profitable level of nutrients to be higher. 
Marginal and total yields predicted by the equa­
tions are similar at high input levels. 

Except for a few limited ranges, predictions 
from the two algebraic forms of equations result 
in (a) least-cost combinations of nutrients and 
(b) profit maximizing quantities of inputs which 
differ considerably. Clearly, further research is 
needed to determine the mathematical form which 
is most appropriate for the soil and moisture 
conditions represented by a given experiment. 

EXPERIMENTS ON CARRINGTON 
SILT LOAM IN 1955 AND 1956 

Rainfall limited yield response on Carrington 
soil during both the 1955 and 1956 growing sea-



sons. However, cor responding rainfall and re­
sponse data occur over time and, while the r e­
sponse functions may not be as "neat," they are of 
as much practical importance as data derived for 
years of more favorable weather. Hence, data for 
these 2 years of limited r ainfall are summarized 
briefly in the current section of this report. The 
estimates are included to indicate results which 
face farmers in particular years and which must 
be considered in decision making. 

1955 EXPERIMENT WITH CORN ON 
CARRINGTON SILT LOAM 

The experimental design on the Carr ington 
soil was a 5x4x4 completely randomized factorial 
with 0-, 40-, 80-, 120- and 240-pound levels of 
nitrogen and 0, 40, 80 and 160 pounds each of 
K2O and P2O5. In addition, the 0-, 40- and 80-
pound rates were replicated, providing a 3x3x3 
replication. A total of 15 check plots were used to 
provide a more pr ecise estimate of the yield 
intercept. 

Corn yield observations fo r 1955 are pr esented 
in table 25. The average yield responses to the 
nutrients were low; the plots r eceiving 40 pounds 
of nitrogen average approximately 3 bushels more 
per acre than those receiving no nitrogen. Similar 
figures for P 2O5 and K2O are 4 and 5 bushels, 
respectively. Also, the yields in table 25 are highly 
variable. 

Equation 34 is the first equation fitted to the 
data of table 25. The symbols are as defined 
previously, except that stand (S) now refers to 

TABLE 25. CORN YIELDS OBT AINE D ON CARRINGTON SI LT 
L OAM EXPERIME NTAL P L OT S, 1955 (BU. PER ACRE) . 

A. Check p lots : N = P -,Os - K-, 0 -::: 0 

B. Fertil ized plots: 
Pou nds Poun ds 
of K 20 of P eOs 

per acre per acre 

0 0 

0 40 

0 80 

0 160 

40 0 

40 40 

40 80 

40 160 

80 0 

80 40 

80 80 

80 160 

160 0 

160 40 

160 80 

160 160 

77.8 69.2 
68 .9 82 .5 
77.5 59 .7 

78.0 
74.5 
73 .1 

61.8 
61.4 
62. 1 

Po unds of ni trogen per ac re 

0 40 80 120 

c heck 69.8 61.6 
p lots 77.3 76.6 62 .6 

72.9 69.5 78.3 
81.7 76.8 80.4 64.6 

85.6 71.1 82.9 
80 .9 74.5 85.0 81.5 

83.8 77.3 87.3 80.1 

65.6 76.7 86.2 
80.6 70.8 76.3 66.1 

62 .6 84.7 90 .1 
83.9 81.5 85.7 90.4 

84.3 67.0 65 .5 
75.2 71.0 94.0 82.9 

82.5 82.7 87.3 76.5 

51.2 88.7 86.3 
65.5 78 .3 89.8 76. 1 

90.5 88.0 68 .9 
76.3 79.1 77 .0 79.0 

88.9 83.2 80.8 
79 .5 79.4 69.6 78.3 

73.8 87.7 82 .0 84.7 

73.1 69.3 73.8 72.9 

60. 7 81.2 80. 3 84.7 

86.0 61.1 72.6 75 .2 

82 .4 94.3 79 .9 82 .3 

67.i 
68.6 
77 .9 

i40 

68 .3 

78.4 

87.2 

77.3 

79.6 

74.l 

84.1 

82.0 

82.9 

66 .1 

71.9 

74.5 

63.7 

70.0 

81.1 

86.4 

TABLE 26. V AL UES OF t FOR COEFFICIENTS OF E QUATION 34. 

Coeffi cient 

s ------------------ -------·---------------­
N ------------------------------• -------------------------­
p ------------------------------ ·-------------------------­
K -------------------------------------------------------· 

Value oft 

10-13 
0_54 
2.23 
0.77 
0.31 
0.74 
1.03 
0.80 
0.001 
0.5 1 
0.12 

Probability level• 

0.00 1 

N 2 
p 2 ----------------------------------- ····--·--------------­
K 2 -------------------------- ------······------------------­
NP -----------------------------------------------------------­
N K ------------ ---------------------------------------------­
P K ---------- --------------------------------------------­
NP K ---------- -------- ------------------------------------

0.60 
0.05 
0.50 
0.80 
0.50 
0-40 
0_50 
0.90 
0.70 
0.90 

*Probabili ty of draw in g a t value as large or larger by c hance give n 
t he null hypothes is. • 

(34) Y = 22.2377 + 0.9404S + 0.0130N 
+ 0.0720P + 0.0251K - 0.000028N2 
- 0.000140P2 - 0.000196K2 

- 0.000142NP - 0.00000023NK 
+ 0.000125PK - 0.00000025NPK 

218 stalks per acre. This equation has an R 2 of 
0.5944. The t values and their probability levels 
are listed in table 26. 

The significance levels of the coefficients of 
equation 34 are low. Only one nutrient coefficient 
(P) has a t value significant at the usual 5-per­
cent probability level ; contrariwise, the stand 
coefficient is highly significant (the correlation 
coefficient between yield and stand was 0.69). 
The low rainfall of the year caused nitrogen to 
have a yield response which was even more limited 
than the response for the other nutrients (see 
table 26). Also, negative signs on interaction 
terms including nitrogen indicate that the joint 
effects of nitrogen with K2O or P 2Oo may be to 
lower yields during a growing season similar to 
1955. 

Equation 35, obtained by deleting the nitrogen 
terms from equation 34, has an R2 of 0.5858, only 
0.0086 less than that of equation 34. Also, t values 

(35) Y = 22.7216+ 0.939S+ 0.0673P+ 0.0300K 
- 0.000177P2 

- 0.000213K2 + 0.000080PK 

for the coefficient of equation 35, contained in 
table 27, are similar to those for like coefficients 
of equation 34. An analysis of variance of regres­
sion of equation 35 is presented in table 28. 

In this experiment, as in those described above, 
stand was not a predetermined variable. How­
ever, because it did vary among plots, a linear 

~ to'3J'E/is27 . V A LUES OF t F OR THE COEFFI CIENTS OF EQUA-

Coeffi cient V a lue oft 

S ------------------------------------------------------ ------ 10.4 1 
P ------------------------------------------ 2.23 
K ---------------- ---- ---------------------------------··-···· 0.99 
p 2 ---- ------------------------···-----------------·····--- 0.96 
K 2 ----------- ------------------------ ---------------···----·· 1.15 
P K •-•---------------------------------····--·-·····-····--· 0.49 

P r obabili ty leve l• 

0.001 
0.05 
0.40 
0.40 
0.30 
0.70 

*P robabi li ty of draw in g t va lue as 1arge or larger by cha nce, given 
t he null h ypothesis. 

T AB LE 28. A N AL YS IS OF V A RI AN CE F OR E QUATION 35. 

Source o f va ri ation 
Degrees 

of 
freedom 

T otal --------------------------·-·-···---··--··--- 119 
Due to regression _____ __ ___________ ____ G 
Dev iation from regression _______ 113 

Sum 
of Mean 

squares squar e 

8,480.30 
4,967.76 827 .96 
3,5 12.54 31.08 

}' 

26.64 
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TABLE 29. PREDJ CTED CORN YIELDS AN D THEIR ST ANDARD E ltRORS IN PARENTH ESES ON CARRINGTON SILT LOAM, 1955 
( BU. PER ACRE1. 

Pounds 
of P 2O5 
per acre 0 40 

73.65 74.5 1 
0 (1.07) (0.97) 

76.06 77.04 
40 (0.97) (0.77) 

77 .90 78.50 
80 (1.19) (0.93) 

79.17 80.42 
120 (1. 36) (0.96) 

79.89 81.26 
160 (1.90) (1.41) 

stand coefficient was included in the regression 
equations. In fact, the t value and the correlation 
coefficient between stand and yield indicate that 
the stand coefficient explains a large part of the 
total variation associated with the regression 
equations . When the mean stand of plants is sub­
stituted in equation 35, equation 36 results. 

(36) Y = 73.648110 + 0.067306P + 0.029995 
-0.000177P2 - 0.000213K2 + 0.000080PK 

Corn yields predicted by eq uation 36 are pre­
sented in table 29. In general, as might be ex­
pected, predicted response from the use of ferti­
lizer is low. The highest yield in table 29 is 81.95 
bushels; 8.83 bushels more than the lowest yield 
(73.65 bushels). Decreasing total yields occur 
after the 80-pound rate of K20 but do not occur 
even at the 160-pound rate of P 20 :; . Response to 
variable amounts of one input when the other in­
put is held constant is depicted in figs. 35 and 36. 
The small response obtained in this experiment is 
shown clearly by these curves. 

I 00 r----.-.------.--,-----,--""T"""--.----...--. 

w K20 = 80 7 
a:: K 20 = I 6 0 -:z \ 

~ 0 0 l---:=;;:;;;:::::::::;;_:.~-~~~7F==7 
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~ 60 : 
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Fig. 35. Corn yield 1·espon se to P cO5 ( K0 O he ld constant) on Car­
rington s il t loa m, 1956. 
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P ou nds o f K :!O per a c re 

80 . 120 160 

74.68 74.18 72.99 
(1.19) (1.36) ( 1.90 ) 

77.35 76.97 75.92 
(0.93) (0.95) (1.40) 

79.45 79 .20 78.27 
(1.05) ( 1.05) (1.42) 

80.98 80.26 80.06 
(1.06) (1.30) (1.61) 

81.95 81.95 81.28 
(1.43 ) (1.61) (2 .52) 

Because of the relatively large standard errors 
of the regression coefficients, standard errors for 
the predicted yields are included in parentheses in 
table 29. The 95-percent confidence limits for any 
predicted value can be determined by (a) multi­
plying its standard error by two (approximate t 
value for the 95-percent level), then (b) alterna­
tively adding and subtracting the resulting prod­
uct from the predicted yield. For example, when 
P 2Q5 and K20 are 160 pounds, the 95-percent 
confidence limits for the predicted yield are 76 .3 
to 86.3 bushels per acre ( 81.28± 2x2.5) . Standard 
errors of the predicted yields are smallest for the 
input levels closest to the average input level of 
the experiment. 

Equations 37 and 38 express the marginal 
products of K20 and P 20 a, respectively. Marginal 

(37) rJY 
aK 

(38) ay 
aP 

w 

0.0300 - 0.0004K + 0.000080P 

0.0673-0.0004P+ 0.000080K 

o:: P2 o5 = 160 

~ 8 0 t:===========~==;;:~~:=;~~=~====j a:: L. P205 = 80 

~ (_P2o5 = O 

(/) 

j 60 
I 
(/) 

J 
00 

~ 4 0 
0 
...J 
w 
>-
z 20 
a:: 
0 
0 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

DAS HED L INES I 

DENOTE LIMITS - 1 
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Fig . 36. Corn y ield response to KcO (P eO5 held constant) on Car­
r ing ton s il t loam, 1955 . 



TABLE 30. MARGINAL P HYSI CAL PRODUCTS O F' Pa0 5 AND 
K;O FOR CORN ON CARRIN GT ON SILT LOAM, 1955 (BU . PER 
ACRE). 

A. Marg in a l ph ysical product of P ; Os 
Pounds 

I 
Pounds of P :!O5 per acre 

of K ; O 
per a c re 0 40 80 120 l f,0 

0 0.0 67 0. 05 3 0.039 0.025 0.011 

40 0.071 0.056 0.042 0.028 0.014 

80 0 .073 O.OGO 0.045 0.031 0.0 17 

) 20 0.07i 0.063 0.049 0.034 0.020 

lGO 0,(;80 0.066 0.052 0.03 8 0 .02~ 

B. Marginal ph:,,s ical product of K;O 
Pounds 

I 
Pounds of K20 per acre 

of P 20 5 
per acre 0 40 80 120 H:o 

0 0.030 0.013 - 0.005 - 0.022 - O.O;JS 

40 0.033 0.01 6 - 0.001 - 0.018 - 0 .0~5 

80 0.036 0.0 19 0.002 - 0.0 15 - 0.032 

120 0.040 0.023 0.006 - 0 .012 - o .02n 

ir:o 0.04 3 0.026 0 .009 - 0.008 - 0. 025 

physical products predicted by these equations are 
presented in table 30. If corn were $1.30 per 
bushel and K2O were $0.06 a pound ( P K / P 0= 
0.046), average prices for present conditions, K2O 
would not be applied even if P2Q5 were free. Like­
wise, with the same corn price and P 2Q5 costing 
$0.11 per pound ( Pr/ P0 =0 0.085), no P 2O5 would be 
used if K2O were free. Large increases in corn 
prices or large decreases in nutrient costs would 
cause fertilizers to be used. But for prices of 
recent levels, use of the nutrients would not be 
recommended under the experimental conditions. 

By equating equations 37 and 38 to zero and 
solving, the maximum yield of 82.6 bushels of 
corn is found to occur at 215.2 pounds of P2O5 and 
110.8 pounds of K2O. This yield is 8.9 bushels 
more than the yield intercept value. However, the 
215.2 rate of P 2O; is extrapolated beyond the 
limits of the experiment. 

1956 EXPERIMENT WITH OATS ON 
CARRINGTON SILT LOAM 

In 1956, oats were seeded on the Carrington 
experimental plots. Hence, data presented here 
represent yield response to fertilizers applied to 
the plots the previous year. This procedure allo,,'s 
an estimate of residual response in a second year 
of low rainfall, but it does not allow comparison of 
residual and initial (first year) responses which 
might occur during growing seasons similar in 
respect to rainfall. Experimental work now being 
carried on will enable comparisons of the latter 
type to be made. Results of this work will be in­
cluded in later reports. 

Residual oat yields obtained during the 1956 
season are contained in table 31. Experimental 
design for the 2 years is, of course, the same ex­
cept that the 1956 corn experiment has five less 
check plots. Yields in table 31 are highly variable 
and while yield trends are difficult to establish, 
the over-all response is small. A 31.7-bushel yield 
differential exists between the highest and lowest 
yielding plots; a small difference for an experi-

TA BL E 31. OAT YIELDS OBTAINED ON CARRINGTON su:r 
LOAM EXPERIMENTAL PLOTS, 1956 (BU . PER ACRE ) . 

A. Check p lots: N = P ; 0 5 = K:,O = 0 

B. F ert ili zed plots : 

Pounds of Pounds of 
K:.,O per P;05 

acre acre 
0 0 

0 40 

0 80 

0 160 

40 0 

40 4Q 

40 80 

40 160 

~o 0 

80 40 

80 80 

80 160 

160 0 

mo 40 

160 80 

mo mo 

46.4 
48.5 

0 
checK 
plo ts 

43.2 
5G.:J 

42.7 
46.5 

39.0 

44 .6 
44.4 

45 .7 
49.4 

56.6 
52 .1 

5 1. 2 

41.7 
41.7 

54.8 
49.6 

53.5 
47 .5 

47.3 

46.2 

37.9 

46.0 

44.2 

42.6 
44.0 

43.2 
41.3 

Pounds of nitroge n 

40 80 
5 1.5 40.0 
55.5 43.3 

45.2 52 .0 
48.8 45.8 

51.5 57.8 
41.7 59.1 

49.4 66.2 

54.6 42.1 
54.1 42.5 

56.8 48.9 
52 .4 59.2 

57.5 53.8 
52 .4 58.8 

51.1 62.7 

.54 .0 61.5 
52.7 53 .2 

44.G 3!). 9 
48.0 66.6 

45.7 51.2 
4V.1 51.5 

49 .3 fi2.8 

47.0 48.4 

41.3 55.9 

45.7 4n.9 

49 .7 46.4 

42.9 
39.2 

per acre 

120 

47.0 

45.3 

51.1 

47. 5 

47.0 

49 .0 

58 .1 

50. 5 

62 .2 

49.1 

o!J.7 

53.2 

54.3 

45.7 

61.5 

54.1 

52 .8 
42 .6 

240 

3 4.5 

51.l 

54. 1 

63 .1 

45.5 

55.2 

65 .0 

41.7 

54.l 

42.6 

53 .3 

62 . 7 

55.3 

56.6 

62.0 

59.2 

ment of this size. Both of these plots occur where 
K2O is zero. 

Quadratic equation 39 fitted to the residual oat 
yields gave an R2 of 0.3168. (Symbols are as pre­
viously defined .) The linear, quadratic and third 

(39) Y =--= 45.4148 + 0.0446N + 0.0547P 
+ 0.0541K - 0.000276N2 - 0.000275P2 

- 0.000453K2 + 0.000371NP 
+ 0.000451NK- 0.000051PK 
- 0.000003NPK 

order interaction term (NPK) have the same sign 
as in equation 34 for corn in 1955. Signs of the 
second order coefficients are reversed for the 
equations, however. Futhermore, t values for the 
1956 equation are, except for the PK coefficient, 
significant at levels suggesting that all terms be 
retained in the equation (see table 32). This is 
true even though the fit (R2 ) of the 1956 equation 
is smaller than for the 1955 equation. An analysis 
of variance of regression for equation 39 is pre­
sented in table 33. 

Residual oat yields predicted by equation 36 

TABLE ~2. VALUES OF t FOR THE COEFFICIENTS OF EQUA­
TION 39. 

Coefficien t Value oft 

N ... . .. ·· ·········--······· ·-• .. 1.87 
p - ···· ·· -·-···-········--····•··-· 1.65 
K ....... ·········-··· ··-··-·-·····--·····-·-·-···---··-•··•·· 1.63 
N 2 ·-··-· -··· -··········-··-·-·-·-· . 3.05 
p 2 ..... ··--··•··-··-··--·······-·· ··········-····-·-•·· 1.45 
K2 ··-··--·-·- ··--·· ····················--····-·--··-······ 2 .39 
NP ..... .. ·······-····-·······-· ··-·······--········ 2.05 
NK ·····-·· .. ···-···--··············-·· 2.50 
PK ·-· ·············-····-················ .. 0.21 
NPK In 

Probabili ty leve l• 

0.10 
0.10 
0.10 
0.01 
0.20 
0.02 
0.05 
0.02 
0.90 
0 .30 

*P1·obabili ty of drawing a t value as large or larger by chance, g ive n 
t he null hypothes is . 
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TABLE 33 . ANALYSIS OF VARIAN CE FOR EQUATION 39. 

Degrees Sum 
Source of variation of of Mean F 

freedom squares squ a r e 
Total ................................. ............ 114 4,858.68 
Due to regression __ __________________ 10 1,539 .23 153.92 4.81 
Deviation from r egression ___ __ 104 3,319.45 32 .01 

TABLE 34. PREDICTED RESIDUAL OAT YIELDS AND THEIR 
STANDARD ERRORS ON CARRINGTON SI LT LOAM, 1956 (BU . 
PER ACRE). 

Pounds Pounds Pounds of n itrogen per acre 
of K2O of P2Oa 

per acre per acre 0 80 160 240 
45.42 47.22 45.49 40.23 

0 0 (2.00) ( 1.77 ) (2 .59) (5.32) 

48 .03 52.21 52 .85 49.97 
0 80 (2 .12 ) (1.44 ) (2.47 ) (5.39) 

47 .13 53.68 56 .70 56.19 
0 160 (3 .19 ) (2 .51) (4.63) (8.18) 

46.85 51.53 52.69 50 .32 
80 0 (2 .12 ) (1.69) (2.23) (4.83) 

49.14 55.62 56.66 55.12 
80 80 (1.63) (1.29 ) (2.25) (5 .21 ) 

47.91 54.27 57.11 56.41 
80 160 (2.53) (2.15) (4 .35) (7 .82) 

42.48 50 .05 54 .10 54 .61 
160 0 (3.19) (2.27) (2.90) (5 .60 ) 

44.44 51.32 54.66 54 .48 
160 80 (2 .53) (1.65) (2 .66) (5.59) 

42.89 49.07 51.71 50.83 
160 160 (3 .59) (2.7 4) ( 4.91 ) (8.98) 

are presented in table 34. Yield response to fertili­
zation is low. When other inputs are zero, the yield 
increase due to the first 80 pounds of nitrogen is 
1.80 bushels. For similar sit uations, the yield in­
creases for P205 and K20 are 2.61 and 1.43 
bushels, respectively. The highest yield (57.11) in 
table 34 is only 11.69 bushels more t han the lowest 
yield ( 45.42 ) . The response to one nutrient when 
the others are constant at various levels is shown 
in figs . 37 to 39. 

uJ 
a:: 

~ 80 
a:: 
uJ 
a. 
(/) 

~ 60 
I 
(/) 

:::> 
m 

~ 40 

0 
_j 

uJ 

>- 20 
1-
<l 
0 

PO =K O=O~ 2 5 2 

I 
I 
I 

DASHED LINES 1 

DENOTE LIMITS _.,J 
OF OBSERVATIONS : 

I 
I o.___.__...,_____. _ _,__.._____.__...,_____._....1...._.._____,__J_.J 

0 40 80 120 160 200 240 
POUNDS OF NITROGEN PER ACRE 

Fig. 37. Oat yield respon se to n itrogen (Pi O5 and KaO h eld con­
stant) on Carrington si lt loam, 1956. 
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F ig. 38. Oat yield response to P a0 5 (nitrogen and K"O held con­
stan t) on Carrington s ilt loam, 1956. 
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F ig . 39. Oa t yie ld response to K2O (nitrogen and P 2O5 held con­
stant ) on Carring ton s ilt loam, 1956. 



The standard errors of the predicted yields are 
included within brackets in table 34. They ar e 
included to demonstrate the uncertainty associated 
with predictions made from these data of a year 
with limited rainfall. Confidence limits for pre­
dicted yields can be calculated as explained above. 
For example, 95-percent confidence limits for the 
highest yield in the table (57.11) are 48.4 to 65.8 
bushels; for the lowest yield ( 45.42) , they are 41.4 
to 49.4 bushels. 

Marginal products of nitrogen, P 2Q5 and K2O 
can be predicted by equations 40, 41 and 42, re­
spectively. Quantities predicted by these equations 

(40) 
ay = 0.044616-0.000552 + 0.000371P 
~ + 0.000451K-0.000003PK 

(41) 
ay = 0.054711-0.000550P+ 0.000371N 

aP - 0.000051K- 0.000003NK 

(42) 
ay = 0.054121-0.000906K+ 0.000451N 

aK - 0.000051P-0.000003NP 

are presented in table 35. Again, if corn were 
$1.30 and nitrogen, P 2O5 and K2O were $0.15, 0.11 
and 0.06 per pound, respectively, the price ratios 
would be 0.115, 0.085 and 0.046, in the same order. 
If other nutrients were free, nitrogen would not 
be applied with less than 160 pounds of K2O; P 2O~, 
would be applied with somewhat more than 80 
pounds of nitrogen, and K2O might be used with 
zero rates of the other nutrients, still supposing 
zero prices of the other nutrients. The negative 
PK coefficient causes applications of one of these 
elements to decrease marginal products of the 
second. The negative NPK coefficient has a simi­
lar effect when the three nutrients are combined. ; 

By solving the marginal product equations as 
above, the maximum yield is found to occur at 
177.1, 126.3 and 87.5 pounds of nitrogen, P 2O~ and 
K2O per acre. The yield at this input level, 57.3 
bushels, is 11.9 bushels more than the yield when 
no fertilizer is applied. 

Two-YEAR COSTS AND RETURNS ON 

CARRINGTON SILT LOAM 

The economic feasibility of fertilization which 
provides responses in 2 years must consider joint­
ly the two sets of responses. Clearly, returns over 
the complete time period must exceed costs of the 
complete period if a profit is to be r ealized. The 
present section includes an analysis which relates 
to this problem. The techniques used here are not 
necessarily the best ( or only) ones available for 
residual analysis. However , they allow results 
which are sufficient for the data at hand. 

Because different crops were grown each of 
the years, the individual equations cannot be 
summed directly to obtain a cumulative equation. 
However, physical products can be transformed to 

7T wo poin ts should be noted here: ( 1) Optimum recommendations for 
nutrient leve ls g iv ing rise to res idu a l responses can not be discussed 
independe ntl y of ini t ia l (fi rst year) response because the two a re not 
independe nt. (2) The margin a l y ie lds, as well as tota l yie lds, are s ub­
ject to la rge variabili ty beca use of c lim a tic conditions. 

TAB L E 35. MARG l NAL P H YSJCA L P RODUCT S OF N ITROGEN, 
PeOs AND KcO FO R OATS ON CARRINGTON SILT L OAM, 1956 
(BU. P E R AC RE) . 

A. Ma rg inal physica l products of n itrogen 

Poun<ls 
of KeO 

per acre 

P ounds• 
of PcOs 
per ac re 0 

Pou nds o f nitrogen per acre 

80 160 240 
0 
0 
0 

80 
~o 
RO 

160 
160 
160 

0 
80 

160 

0 
80 

160 

0 
80 

160 

0.045 
0.074 
0.104 

0.08 1 
0.0!)1 
0. 102 

0. 11 7 
0.108 
0.099 

0.001 - 0.044 - 0.088 
0.030 - 0.01 5 - 0.058 
0.060 0.016 - 0.029 

0.037 - 0.008 - 0.052 
0.04i 0.003 - 0.042 
0.05 i 0.0 13 - 0.03 1 

0.0i3 0.028 - 0.016 
0.064 0.020 - 0.025 
0.55 0.011 - 0.0~4 

8. IVIarg in a l phys ica l products o f P:!Or1 

Pounds 
of nitrogen 

per acre 

P ou nds 
of K2O 

per acre 

Pounds o f P :!0 5 per acre 

0 80 160 
0 
0 
0 

80 
80 
80 

]60 
160 
160 

240 
240 
240 

80 
160 

0 
80 

160 

0 
80 

160 

0 
80 

160 

0.055 0.011 - 0.034 
0.051 0. 007 - 0.037 
0.0 47 0. 003 - 0.041 

0.084 0.040 -0.004 
0.0G l 0.0 17 - 0.027 
0.038 - 0.006 -0.050 

0.11 4 
0.0i2 
0.02!1 

0.114 
0.082 
0.020 

0.070 
0.028 

- 0.015 

0.09!) 
0.038 

- 0.024 

0.026 
- 0.0]6 
- 0.059 

0.056 
- 0.006 
- o.n,;s 

C. Ma rg in a l physical p roducts of K~O 

P ounds P ounds Poun ds of K- ,O per acre 
of nitrogen of P~0 5 -

per acre per acre O 80 160 
0 0 0.054 - 0.018 - 0.09 1 
0 80 0.050 - 0.022 - 0.095 
0 

80 
80 
80 

160 
160 
160 

240 
240 
240 

160 

0 
80 

160 

0 
80 

160 

0 
80 

160 

0.046 

0.090 
0.067 
0.044 

0. 126 
0.083 
0.04 1 

0. 162 
0.101 
0.039 

- 0.027 

0.018 
- 0.006 
- 0.029 

0.054 
0.011 

- 0.031 

0.09 0 
0.028 

- 0.033 

-0.099 

-0.055 
- 0.078 
- 0.101 

-0.019 
- 0.061 
-0.104 

0.017 
-0.044 
-0.106 

value products when equations are multiplied by 
product pr ices. The resulting equations then can 
be summed. The result is a production surface 
representing total value. 

Equations 43 and 44 are value equations for 
the 1955 corn crop and the 1956 oat crop, respec­
tively. Equation 43 was obtained by multiplying 
equation 34 by $1.30, the approximate value of a 
bushel of corn under present conditions. To obtain 

(43 ) 

(44 ) 

$ of product = 95.2917 + 0.0168N + 0.0936P 
+ 0.0326K-0.000036N2--0.0000182P2 
-0.000255K2-0.000185NP-0.0000003NK 
+ 0.000163PK-0.0000003NPK 

$ of product = 23.6157 + 0.0232N + 0.0285P 
+ 0.0281K-0.000144N 2- 0.000143P2 

- 0.000236K2+ 0.000193NP+ 0.000235NK 
- 0.000027PK- 0.000002NPK 
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equation 44, the oats price, $0.65 a bushel, was 
used. Because of the uncertainties involved in fu­
ture returns, the oats price was discounted by 20 
percent and equation 39, the physical product 
equation, was multiplied by $0.52. 

The cumulative value equation ( 45) is the sum 
of equations 43 and 44. All of the two-factor 
interaction terms are positive in this equation 
(although this was not true for the individual 

(45) 
$ of product = $118.9075+ 0.0400N 
+ 0.1221P+ 0.0611K-0.000180N2 

-0. 000325 P 2-0. 000491K2 + 0. 000008NP 
+ 0.000235NK+ 0.000136PK-0.000002NPK 

equations). Other terms have the same signs in all 
three equations. Table 36 contains prediction of 
gross increases in revenue from fertilization in 
the 2-year period. These values, predicted by equa­
tion 45, were obtained by subtracting the value of 
product resulting from the use of no fertilizer 
($118.91) from the equation. Contrariwise, quan­
tities within the brackets in table 36 are total 
costs of each fertilizer combination when nitrogen, 
P2Oa and K2O cost $0.15, $0.11 and $0.06 per 
pound, respectively. These prices approximate 
those existing currently for mixed fertilizer. 

Gross revenue does not exceed fertilizer costs 
for any of the combinations in table 36. Hence, 
fertilization was not profitable for climatic condi­
tions surrounding these experiments. When con­
sidering the experiments separately, it appeared 
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that small amounts of fertilizers might have been 
recommended for the 1956 crop of oats. After the 

TABLE 36 . GROSS iNCREASE IN VALUE OF PRODUCT FOR 2 
YEARS PRODUCTION ON CARRINGTON SILT LOAM PREDICTED 
BY EQUATION 45- COSTS OF FERTILIZER COMBINATIONS IN-
CLUDED WITHIN P A RENTHESES. 

Pounds Pounds Pounds of nitroge n per ac re 
of K2O of P2O5 

per a cr e per acre 0 80 160 240 
$ 0.00 $ 2.05 $ 1.80 $ 0.7 6 

0 0 (0 .00 ) (12.00 ) (2 4.00 ) (36 .00) 

7.68 9.79 9.58 7.08 
0 80 (8.80) (20.80) (32.80) (4 4.80) 

11.21 13.36 13.21 10.76 
0 160 (17.60) (29.60) (41. 60) (53.60) 

1.71 5.26 6.52 5.46 
80 0 (4.80) (16.80) (28.80) (40.80) 

10.27 13.49 13. 13 11.11 
80 80 (13.60 ) (25.60) (37.60 ) (49.60) 

14.67 16.28 15.58 12.58 
80 I GO (22 .40 ) (34. 40 ) ( 46.4 0) (58.40) 

- 2.85 2.21 4.96 5.4 1 
160 0 ( 9.60 ) (21.60) (33.60) ( 45.60 ) 

6.58 9.64 10.40 8.85 
160 80 (18 .40 ) (30 .40) (42.40 ) (54 .40 ) 

11.84 12.91 11.67 8.13 
160 160 (27 .20 ) (39 .20 ) (51.20) (63.2 0) 

price of oats was discounted and losses from the 
corn crop were considered, over-all contributions 
of fertilizer were unprofitable. Prices used will, of 
course, affect results. Product prices could be 
increased or nutrient prices decreased until some 
profits are shown. While prices used were selected 
to closely approximate existing market conditions, 
the product prices may be slightly high relative to 
those expected over the next few years. 
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