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WINNESHIEK COUNTY SOILS* 
By Vi'. H . S'l'EVENSON and P. E. BROWN with the as~stance of 1'. 1-I. BEN'l'ON, L. Vi'. FORMAN, 

I-I. R. MELDRUM and R. E. BENNETT 

Winneshiek County is located in northeastern Iowa in the second t ier of 
counties west of the Mississippi River and bordering the state of Minnesota on 
the north. The location is shown on the accompanying sketch map. The county 

lies partly in the Iowan drift soil area and 
partly in the Mississippi loess and, hence, the 
soils are partly of loessial and partly of glacial 
origin. The larger part of the county, almost 
two-thirds of the total area, is covered by 
l oess soils. 

The total area of Winneshiek County is 
686 square miles, or 439,040 acres. Of this 
area 430,288 acres, or 98 percent, is in farm 

Fig. 2. A map showing the location of land. The total number of farms is 2,861) 
\Vinneshiek County. 

and the average size of the farms is 150 acres. 
The farms are operated by 1724 owners, 508 relative renters, 406 renters and 
222 both owning and renting. The following figures taken from the Iowa Year­
book of Agriculture for 1926 show the utilization of the farm land in the county: 

Acreage in general fann crops----·· ------····-- ··-·········-········-···········-···-···---·· ····245,600 
Acreage in farm buildings, public highways and feed lots-------- ······---- ·· 20,238 
Acreage in pasture ···-·····-··· ·············----·····-··-·· ···-·-------- ··--·----- -- ---··--·-·--· --··-··----147,570 
Acreage in waste land not utilized for any purpose------------······· ············· 6,315 
A creage in farm wood lots used for timber on]y ____ ·· --· ·----·---··------ ·····-·· ·-·· 10,132 
Acreage in farm lands lying idle .... -.----····· ···--------------·------------·--····--·-··· ·--···· 290 
Acreage in crops not otherwise listed .......... .. -------------------·--·------·----··--·-·----· 570 

The type of agriculture most commonly followed in Winneshiek County at the 
present time consists of a system of general farming, including the raising anJ 
feeding of hogs, cattle and sheep, some dairying and the growing of corn, small 
grains and hay crops. Hog raising is the most important livestock industry. Cattle 
raising is practiced less extensively but considerable feeding is done. Sheep 
raising is practiced on some of the rougher lands and some sheep are shipped 
in for feeding. Dairying is quite an important industry and has been increas­
ing in importance in recent years. The dairy products make up a large part 
of the farm income. General farm crops are grown; the chief crops including 
corn, oats, and timothy and clover. Other crops are grown to a minor extent, 
some being of importance in individual cases. The growing of fruit is practiced 
to some extent, and there are a number of commercial orchards. The fruit grown , 
however, is mostly utilized for home consumption. Trucking is of minor im­
portance, being developed on some of 1he sandier areas adjacent to the larger 
towns. Poultry raising is practiced on practically all farms, and the sale of 
poultry products adds considerable to the farm incomes. The chief commercial 
interests of the county, from the agricultural standpoint, are centered around 
the raising of hogs and beef cattl e, the dairy industry and the growing of corn 
and other general farm crops. 

* See Soil Sun·ey of \ Vinnes hiek Count:,~. I O\\·a, by T. II . B enton , of the I owa Agri cultural Experiment 
Station and N . J·. Russell, of the U. S. D epa rtment of Ag ri culture . 
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TABLE I. AVERAGE YIELD AND VALUE OF PRINCIPAL CROPS GROWN 
IN WINNESHIEK COUNTY, row A"' 

Percent of Bushels Total Total 
total farm 01' bushels value 

land of tons 0 1' Average of 

Crop Acreage county peT acre tons price crops 

Corn ---- ------------ -------------- 86,242 20.0 40.0 3,449,680 $ 0.56 $1,931-;s20 

Oats ----- ---------------········· - 78,576 18.3 32.0 2,527,541 0.35 884,639 

Winter wheat -------- -- -- -- 659 0.15 20.0 13,180 1.20 15,816 

SpTing wh eat 1,187 0.27 14.0 16,618 1.19 19,775 
-------- -- -- -- 311,280 0.56 174,316 

Bm·ley ······------- ---·· ···· ···· ·· 10,376 2.4 30.0 

Rye 305 0.07 18.0 5,490 0. 82 4,501 
------ ---------------------- ----

0.43 1.55 2,858 15.60 44,584 
Clove,· hay ---------------- -- 1,844 
Timothy hay 15,165 3.5 1.01 15,317 12.25 187,633 

----------------
Clover and timothy 

14.60 725,152 
hay ( mixed ) ---------- 36,791 8.5 1.35 49,668 

Alfalfa .... ............. ....... .. 436 0.10 1 .87 815 19.50 15,892 

Sweet clover ------------···· 22 3 0.05 ------ -- -------- -----· ·········· 

vVild hay 4,365 1.01 1.23 5,369 12.50 67,112 
----------------···· 

Soybeans ----- ------ ----------- 94 0.02 ---------------- ---------- ---·--
Potatoes 937 0.21 49.0 45,913 1.70 78,053 

··· ·· ····-- ---- --··· ·· 
'rimothy seed 7,533 1.75 3.2 24,323 2.60 63,239 

--------------
CloveT seed 211 0.05 0.62 131 16.25 2,128 

----------- ------- 9,840 1.95 19,188 
Flax seed ...... ................ 656 0.15 15.0 
P astuTe ..... ...... ...... ......... 147,570 34.0 ---------------- -----·· ········-

* Iowa Yearbook of Agri culture, 1926. 

There is a rather large acreage of waste land in the county, and much of this 
land might be reclaimed and made productive if proper methods of handling 
were practiced. No general recommendations regarding treatment of waste 
areas can be given, inasmuch as the causes of the unproductiveness of such a

1
r~as 

are variable. In many cases drainage is the first treatment needed to rec aim 
infertile land and the installation of tile may be all that is necessary to make 
such land sa;isfactorily productive. Frequently, however, other special treat­
ments are necessary, and in a later section of this report suggestions will be of­
fered regarding the best methods of handling the individual soil types occurring 
in the county. Where the conditions are more or less abnormal, advice regard­
inO' desirable treatments for land may be secured upon request from the Soils 
Se:tion of the Iowa Agricultural Experiment Station. 

GENERAL FARM CROPS GROWN IN WINNESHIEK COUNTY 

The general farm crops grown in ·Winneshiek County in the order of their 
importance, are corn, oats, hay, barley, potatoes, wheat, flax seed and alfalfa. 
The acreage, yields and value of these crops are given in table I. 

Corn is the most important crop, both in acr eage and value. It covers 20 per­
cent of the total farm land. Average yields of corn amount to 40 bushels per 
acre. The principal varieties grown include Reid's Yellow Dent, Silver King, 
Minnesota No. 113, Iowa Silvermine and Calico. The Silver King variety which 
is so generally grown was originated near Fort Atkinson. About 10 percent of 
the corn grown, mostly yellow varieties, is used for silage. There are 4 72 silos 
in the county. Practically all of the corn is fed on the farms, and in some years 
considerable corn is shipped in for feeding purposes. 

Oats are grown to a slightly smaller extent, and the crop is of less value. Oats 
are produced on 18.3 percent of the total farm land of the county. Average 
vields of the crop amount to 32 bushels per acre. In very favorable seasons the 
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yields are frequently high and yields of 60 to 70 bushels per acre are often ob­
tained. The varieties most commonly grown include Iowa 103, Iowa 105, Early 
Champion, Green Russian and Iowar, which . are all early varieties. The later 
varieties grown include Silverm_ine and Goldmine. In some sections Swedish 
Select is used, and Iogren is grown on a few farms. Farmers generally prefer 
the early oat varieties. About 25 percent of the oat crop is sold from the farms 
thru local elevators, Chicago and Minneapolis being the principal markets. The 
remainder of the crop is used for feeding purposes on the farms. 

Clover and timothy mixed is the chief hay crop and the third crop of im1::iort­
ance. It is grown on 8.5 percent of the total farm land and yields amount to 
1.35 tons per acre. Timothy alone is grown to a considerable extent. In 1926 
this crop occupied 3.5 percent of the total farm land, and average yields amount­
ed to 1.01 tons per acre. Much of the timothy grown is used for seed, the re­
mainder being utilized for hay. Some clover is grown alone, average yields r,f 
this crop amounting to 1.55 tons per acre. Some alsike clover and occasionally 
small areas of Hubam clover, sweet clover and Mammoth red clover are found. 
The hay is fed to work stock and cattle. Occasionally small amounts of hay are 
sold from the farm. 

Barley is grown on rather a considerable area, the land utilized for this crop 
amounting to 2.4 percent of the total farm land. Average yields of barley amount 
to 30 bushels per acre. It is usually grown as-a substitute for oats in the rotation 
and is largely used as feed for hogs. 

Potatoes are grown in all parts of the county, practically all farms raising 
sufficient to supply the home demand. Occasionally, small quantities of potatoes 
are sold on the local market. .Average yields amount to 49 bushels per acre . 

·wheat was at one time a most important crop but in recent years it has been 
of less value. Winter wheat averages 20 bushels per acre and spring wheat 
14 bushels per acre. In the southeast corner of the county, around Spillville 
and Calmar, spring wheat is most commonly grown. Part of the winter wheat 
is used locally but most of it is sold out of the county thru the local elevators. 
The total value of the wheat crop is not large. 

Alfalfa is grown in a small way, average yields amounting to 1.87 tons per 
acre. The value of this crop is considerable and it might be more extensively 
grown and would provide considerable income on the farms. Where the land 
is well limed and the crop is inoculated, very satisfactory yields may be secured. 
Under satisfactory conditions yields of 3 to 3½ tons per acre are obtained, three 
cuttings being made in normal seasons. The crop is of particular value for 
forage purposes on the dairy farm. 

Minor crops grown include flax, which is used for seed, buckwheat, millet, 
rye, sorgo (sweet sorghum ), rape and popcorn. Trucking is practiced on small 
areas, the crop being disposed of on the local markets. The largest areas in 
vegetables and melons are found around Freeport and near Decorah. Sweet 
corn is grown on small areas, especially in the southeastern part of the county. 

Pruit growing is practiced extensively, most farms having an orchard of from 
20 to 80 apple trees. Northwestern Greening, Whitney, Snow, Melinda and 
Wealthy are the main varieties. Some Ben Davis and a few Delicious are grown. 
There are a few commercial orchards occupying 5 to 12 acres. There are a few 
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plum trees, some cherry trees, a few pears and other tree fruits. Small quantities 
of strawberries, blackberries, raspberries, gooseberries, grapes and currants are 
raised but not in sufficient quantities for local consumption. In general the fruit 
raised is not sufficient to supply the local demand. 

WINNESHIEK COUNTY'S LIVESTOCK INDUSTRY 

The livestock industries of Winneshiek County include the raising and fatten­
ing of hogs, dairying, the raising and feeding of cattle, the raising of horses and 
the raising and feeding of sheep. The following figures taken from the Iowa 
Monthly Crop Report for July 1, 1927, giving the January 1, 1927, estimates 
of the Bureau of Crop and Livestock Estimates of the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture show the extent of the livestock industries of the county. 

• Horses ............................................ .................................................... .......... ...... 12,800 
1iules ....................................................................... ..... .. ....................... ............. 275 

~}!~'. ·~·H···--·························· .... ::·.:·.·.·.:·.:·.::·.·.--·····:: .. ::.:::::.::.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::1~t~gg 
The raising of hogs is the niost important livestock industry. There are only 

a few purebred herds, most of the hogs being mixed breeds. The Poland China 
type predominates with Duroc second. There are a few Chester Whites, Spotted 
Poland Chinas and Hampshires. The feeding of hogs is practiced extensively 
and several carloads are shipped in and fed annually. The hogs are marketed 
on the Chicago, Austin and Cedar Rapids markets. 

Cattle raising is extensively practiced. Most of the cattle are grade Short­
horns, altho there are some Angus and Herefords. There are a number of pure­
bred herds, mostly Shorthorn with a few Hereford and Angus. Some feeders 
are shipped in for finishing each year, b.ut most of the cattle fed are raised on 
the farms. The cattle are marketed in Chicago, St. Paul, Mason City, Austin 

and Cedar Rapids. 
The dairy industry has been developed considerably in recent years and is 

now quite important. Grade milking Shorthorns are the main type of dairy 
cattle. Holsteins, Herefords and a few Guernseys are found. The dairy pro­
ducts are sold to the local creameries and local cream buying stations. Consider­
able butter is manufactured and shipped to the eastern markets. The value of 
the dairy products is high. 

There is some sheep raising carried on, principally on the rougher land. The 
sheep are mostly Shropshire grades with some Cotswold. A few range feeders 
are shipped in each year. A considerable amount of wool is produced in the 
county and is sold to buyers thru the County Cooperative vVool Association. 
A few goats are also found on some farms . 

Horses are raised principally for work stock. The Percheron breed predom­
inates with Belgian second and some Shires and Clycles. lVIost of the farm 
work is clone with horses, altho a few mules are also used. 

Poultry raising is practiced extensively and flocks are maintained on prac­
tically all farms, the average size of the flock being from 100 to 150 fowls. Barred 
Rocks, Rhode Island Reds, Buff Orpingtons and Leghorns are preferred. The 
value of the poultry products is considerable. Ducks, geese and turkeys are also 
raised in considerable numbers. 
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TI-IE FER'rILITY OF WINNESHIEK COUNTY SOILS 

In general, the yields of farm crops secured in "\Vinneshiek County are sat­
isfactory, but in many cases much larger c.i;:op yields might be secured by the 
adoption of proper methods of handling the soils. In some areas the land is 
poorly drained, and the installation of tile is the first treatment needed to mak~ 
it more satisfactorily productive. Such is the case particularly with the Clyde 
silty clay loam on the drift upland. A similar condition also occurs in the case 
of some of the less extensive soil types occurring in the county. 

Practically all of the soils of the county are acid in reaction and for the best 
growth of general farm crops and particularly of legumes such as alfalfa and 
red clover, applications of lime in sufficient amounts to neutralize the acidity 
are very necessary. It is very important that the soils of the county be tested 
for lime needs and that lime be applied in sufficient amounts to neutralize acid­
ity. Liming must be done at regular intervals to prevent the soils from becom­
ing acid again. Only in this way will the best crop growth be secured. 

In many cases the supply of organic matter and nitrogen is not overly high 
and applications of fertilizing materials supplying these constituents is quite 
desirable. Farm manure is a particularly valuable fertilizer on many of the 
soils, and large increases in crop yields follow its use. The turning under of 
all crop residues is essential, especially under a grain system of farming, in order 
to maintain the organic matter supply of the soil. The use of leguminous crops 
as green manures is also desirable on many of these soils, especially on those 
which are coarse in texture and poorly supplied with organic matter and nitrogen. 

The phosphorus supply of Winneshiek County soils is inadequate for the needs 
of crops over a long period of years. The amount present in most of the soils 
is low and, while there is enough total phosphorus for a number of crops, the 
content is so low that there is certain to be a deficiency in the production of 
available phosphorus. The rise of phosphate fertilizers would be very desirable 
on the soils of the county, and th0 tests carried out with rock phosphate and 
superphosphate indicate profitable returns from the use of both these materials. 
It has not yet been possible to determine which phosphate can be employed with 
the most profit, and farmers are urged to test both phosphates under their par­
ticular conditions and determine which can be used most economically. 

Erosion occurs to a serious extent in some sections of ·winneshiek County, and 
a number of the soils are injured considerably by this destructive action. Sheet 
washing· occurs to some extent on the rougher areas, and much of the surface 
.~oil is washed away where the land is not properly handled. Gullies are formed 
in many areas and are frequently a serious detriment to the proper utilization 
of the land. Sheet washing or gullying should be prevented or controlled. A 
number of methods adapted to various conditions are suggested later in this 
report. 

THE GEOLOGY OF WINNESHIEK COUNTY 
The geological history of Winneshiek County throws little light on the present 

day soil conditions in that county. The underlying rock materials have been 
so deeply buried by the deposits of glacial drift and wind laid loess in later ages 
that the earlier geological formations have slight effect upon the soil conditions. 
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Only in the case of two or three types in the county is the bedrock of importance. 
There are two soil types, the Boone fine sandy loam and the Dubuque silt loam, 
both occurring in very limited areas in the county which are derived in large 
part from the underlying limestone rock. The former occupies an area of 1,344 
acres or 0.3 percent of the total area of the county, while the Dubuque silt loam 
covers 640 acres or 0.1 percent of the total area of the county. A considerable 
area, which has been mapped as rough :stony land, is also partly residual in 
nature, but the greater portion is covered with glacial material. On the loessial 
upland the Dodgeville silt loam rests upon limestone at more or less shallow 
depths, and this soil type is affected, especially in the subsoil, by the underlying 
lime rock. On the terr2-ces the Millsdale silt loam and the M:illsdale loam rest 
on limestone, and the soils are modified to a greater or less extent, depending 
upon the depth of the surface soil to the m1derlying lime rock. 

Except for the areas which have been mentioned, the soils of the county are 
derived from glacial material or a later loessial deposit. At least three times 
during the glacial age great ice sheets swept over the county and upon their 
retreat left behind vast deposits of glacial till. The earliest of these glaciations 
is known as the pre-Kansan. It consisted of a greenish-blue or grayish-blue clay 
filled with gravel and boulders. None of the soil types occurring in the county 
are derived from this earlier glaciation but in places the deposit has certainly 
had some effect on the subsoil conditions of some types. 

The second glaciation, knovn.1 as the Kansan, extended over a large part of 
the county and left behind a deep deposit of glacial debris. The depth of this 
deposit varies widely in different parts of the county, being deeper in the western 
part and thinning out gradually towards the east. This drift material consists 
of a blue clay containing many boulders and much gravel and sand. When 
exposed to weathering the material oxidizes to a reddish-brown color, sometimes 
to a depth of 2 or 3 feet. Below this is a yellowish boulder clay which gradually 
merges into the blue clay of the original drift. None of the soil types mapped 
in the county have been derived entirely from this Kansan till as it has been 
covered by the later deposits, but in the case of the Lindley loam and in the 
shallow phase of the Lindley, and in the case of the Dickinson sandy loam, the 
subsoil conditions are evidence of the occurrence of Kansan till. 

The third glaciation, the Iowan, extended over about one-third of the county, 
the northeastern portion not being· invaded by this glacier. The deposit left by 
the Iowan glaciation is relatively thin, ranging from 10 to 20 feet in depth. It 
consists of a yellow clay containing many boulders and much coarse gravel. 
There are large areas of soils in the western part of the county which are derived 
entirely from this Iowan drift material. The soils of the Carrington and Clyde 
series are formed from this glaciation. 

At a later period in geological history, when climatic conditions were different 
than at present, there was deposited over the drift materials in the eastern 
two-thirds of the county a very finely divided silty material known as loess. 
Loess consists of a yellowish, fine grained silty material in its original un­
weathered condition. Since deposition the loess has been modified considerably 
by the accumulation of organic matter, and the soils derived from the loess 
are much darker in color than the original material. There is a wide variation 
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WINNESHIEK COUNTY SOILS 

Fig. 3. A limestone outcropping in Winneshiek County. 

in the thiekness of the covering of loess, but it is generally much deeper in the 
eastern part of the county, thinning out to-ward the western part where it joins. 
the Iowan drift area. Over three-fifths of the total area of the county, 61.2 
percent, is covered by the loess soils. The soils of the Tama, Fayette, Dodgeville 
and Clinton series are derived from the loess deposits. 

Second bottomlands or terraces are developed to some extent along the main 
streams occurring in Winneshiek County and are classified in the Millsdale,. 
O'Neill, ·w aukesha, Buckner, J ackson, Judson, Plainfield and Bremer series. 
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Fig. 4. Limestone bluffs. 

Most of the individual areas of terrace soils are small. The higher terraces are 
dassified in the Millsdale, O'Neill, Waukesha, Buckner and Jackson series, while 
the lower terraces representing more recent formations are classified in the Jud­
son, Bremer and Plainfield series. 

'l'he bottomland soils are formed from the loessial and glacial material washed 
down from the uplands and deposited upon them and they are subject to over­
flow, hence, there is considerable variation in the soil conditions. The bottom­
land soils are mapped in the Wabash, Cass and Genesee series. There is also 
a small area of muck. 

PHYSIOGRAPHY AND DRAINAGE 

A considerable variation in the topographical conditions occurs in various 
parts of the county. In the western one-third, where the soils are derived from 
glacial drift, the area is mainly a gently undulating upland plain. Erosion has 
not occurred so extensively thruout much of this area, and the topography is 
mainly gently rolling to undulating. There are also extensive flat or depressed 
areas where drainage conditions are poor, and in some instances the land is even 
wet or marshy. In these areas the soil mapped as Clyde silty clay loam occurs. 
This type is also found along the intermittent drainageways and at the heads 
of the minor streams. In the rougher sections in the glacial portion of the county 
where the Lindley soils occur the topography is strongly rolling to rough. The 
same is true of the Dickinson soils which occur on the more strongly rolling 
areas. 

In the eastern two-thirds of the county where the uplands have been covereJ 
by the loessial material, the topographic features reflect definitely the character­
istics of the soil types. On the more gently rolling areas are found the Tama 
and Fayette soils, while the Clinton soils occur on the rougher sections. The 
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same is true of the Dodgeville silt loam which is found on the rougher areas 
where much of the surface soil has been washed away. The most extensive 
topographic condition occurring in the loess!al part of the county is the gently 
rolling topography of the Tama silt loam. 

'l'he various streams and intermittent drainageways have penetrated into prac­
tically all parts of the county, and the interstream areas are broad undulating 
to rolling uplands. The rougher lands are confined to relatively narrow belts 
along the sides of the valleys of the larger streams. Narrow strips of bottom­
land soils occur along practically all of the larger streams. Along the Upper Iowa 

Fig. 5. Map showing the natural drainage system of Winneshiek County 



12 SOIL SURVEY OF row A 

F ig. 6. A typical topography in the less rngged section of Winneshiek County. 

River , extending from the northwestern corner of the county to Decorah, nar-
1'ow areas of bottomlands have been formed between the streams and the rock 
walls. These areas are usually only a few feet above the streams and are subject 
to fl ooding. South of Decorah, terraces have been developed to a greater extent 
.and many 30 to 50 feet above the present flood plain are mapped. Well marked 
-second bottomlands are also found on both sides of the Turkey River. 

The drainag·e of the county is brought about mainly by the Upper Iowa River 
and its t r ibutaries, the Turkey River and the Yellow River . The tributaries of 
t he. latter drain a small area in the southeastern part of the county. A narrow 
strip along the northern part is drained by Root River. The portion of the 
,cotmty lyin g north and east of the area of upland, extending· thru Rido-eway 
'Calm~r and ? ssian, is drained by the Upper Iowa River and its tributarie;, mo~; 
·of which are mtermittent. Southwest of the high divide of upland just ment ioned 
t~e . dr~inage is accomplished by the Turkey River, which flows into the 1VIis­
,s1Ss1pp1. 

Walnut Creek, Trout Run, Canoe Creek and P aint Creek are the chief t r ibu­
ta.ries of the Upper Iowa River . Krum Creek, Goddard Creek, Little Turkey 
~Iver and Brockamp Creek are the chief t ributaries of the Turkey River , drain­
mg the extreme southeastern part of the county. The north fork of the Yellow 
::River and the Yellow River drain the southeastern corner of the county. 

_The drainage conditions of "\\Tinneshiek County are generally satisfactory, 
:"1th the exception of the areas of Clyde silty clay loam on the drift uplands 
m the western part of the county. In most of the remainder of the area the 
n atu ral st reams and i1:termittent drainageways extend to all parts of the county. 
:'he ext~n t of the dramage system of the county is indicated on the accompany­
:mg dramage map. 

There are a number of areas, however, where the installation of tile would 
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be of large value. In the case of the Clyde silty clay loam in the drift section 
of the county, as mentioned above, drainage is the first treatment needed to make 
the land satisfactorily productive. The type js characteristically poorly drained. 
Tiling may usually be accomplished without difficulty and considerable areas 
of naturally fertile soil may thereby be brought under cultivation . Small areas 
in some of the other upland types would also r espond to tiling, but, in general, 
the upland soils, with the exception of the Clyde, are fairly well drained. On 
the terraces there are a few types that need drainage; this being particularly 
t rue of the Bremer soils. On the bottoms drainage is sometimes needed, but the 
bottomland soils should first be protected from overflow if crop yields are to be 
satisfactory. 

THE SOILS OF WINNESHIEK COUNTY 
The soils of ·winneshiek County are grouped into five classes on the basis of 

their origin and location ; drift , loess, ter race, swamp and bottomland and residual 
soils. Dr ift soils are formed from glacial material left behind on the surface 
of the land when the glaciers retreated. Drift soils are variable in composition 
and contain numerous boulders, pebbles and much coarse sand. Loess soils are 
fine dust-like deposits made by the wind at some time when climatic conditions 
were quite different than at present . Terrace soils are old bottomlands, which 
have been raised above overflow by a deepening of the river channels or by a 
decrease in the volume of the streams which deposited them. Swamp and bottom­
Janel soils occur in low poorly drained areas along streams and are subject to more 
or less frequent overflow. Residual soils are formed from the underlying· rock 
material and remain r esting upon i t. The extent and occurrence of these groups 
of soils are shown in table II. 

By fa r the largest portion of the county is covered by the loess soils, 61.2 
percent being in loess upland. The drift soils are second in importance, cover­
ing 21.1 percent of the total area. Terrace soils are of limited occurrence, cover­
ing only 3.1 percent. The bottomland soils are more extensively developed, 
covering 8.6 percent . There are a number of areas of r esidual soils, the total 
acreage covered by these types 2-mounting to 6.0 percent of the total area. 

There are 31 soil types in the county and these with the areas of the shallow 
phase Lindley loam, muck and rough stony land make a t otal of 34 separate soii 
areas. There are 6 drift soils and the shallow phase Lindley loam, making a total 
of 7 drift areas, 5 loess soils, 12 ter race types, 6 swamp and bottomland soils and 
an area of muck, 2 r esidual soils and the area mapped rough stony land. The 
areas of the different soil types are sh own in table III. 

'rABLE II. AREAS OF DIFFEREN'l' GROUPS OF SOI LS I N WINNESHIEK COUNTY 

Drift soils 
L ocs. soil s 

So il Group 

'l'enace so ils -· -------------·-·-------··--···----- ----·-- --- ·-- -··--- --- ·----·--- ·· ·--··· ·-- ·-----···-- --
S,Yamp and bottomlancl soils ---·- ·---·-- ·-· --- ---·-·--·- ---- -----·--- -··-·- -··-·-··--·--·--· 
Residual soil s -···-··-------··------- ·---···--·--- ·--··· -------·· ··---· ···· ··- ·--·· ·-·· ··-- •· ··· ·--···· 

Total __ ____ ·· ---------·· ------ -·-·· ··---- ·-·· ---- ---- ----··-··-··----- ·· ··--· ----·---- -

Acres 

92,608 
268,480 

13,248 
38,0l G 
26,688 

439,040 

P ercent o 
t ot al a rea 
of county 

21.1 
61.2 

3.1 
8.6 
6.0 
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'!'ABLE III. AREAS OF DIFFERENT SOIL TYPES IN vVINNESHIEK COUNTY 

Soil total area 
I 

Percent of 

_N_ o_. ---'----- - - - .::S..:::o::..:il~t.,_.,_y.!'.p..:::e _ _ _ _ _ _ ___ L__ AcreR __ c___o_f_co_u_u.....,ty'-----

1 
83 
85 
65 

207 
4 

199 

120 
163 
204 

80 
208 

209 
108 

75 
38 

126 
40 

188 
81 

110 
131 

97 
43 

26 
18 
49 
48 

130 
21a 
71 

78 
210 
183 

DRIFT SOILS 

g~ii:!l1~; ~r i}~i:~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Lindley loam ---------------------- -- --·-·--·-·---------·------·-------------
Liudley loam ( shallow phase) ------------ ····-----········-···· 
Carrington fine sandy loam ···· ······· ······· ····· ··········-··---­
Dickiuson sandy lor1m --------··---·-----·-------·-·--·------------·-- --

LOESS SOILS 

rJ•an1a silt 1oan1 ------------- ----················--- -- -- -- ------------------
Fayette silt loam ··---------------- ----·---- --------- -------···--------·-·­
Dodgeville silt loam ------·------------·---------· ----- ·- --------------­
Clinton silt loam -------- ---··---------------------·-----·----- ·---··--··--
Fayette fin e sand ____ ------------------- ------------------------------·-

TERRACE SOILS 

Millsd a le silt loam ···--· ---·--·-··---··----- -·--------------------------
0 'Neill loam ·----··------------------ ----- ----·---- ---- •-· ··----·--·--------
'iV"aukcsha silt loam ··-·----·--------------- ·------·--·--------- --------
Buckner loam -------·---·-----------------·------------------- ·- -------·-----
0 'Neill sandy loam ---------------------- -------------·---·--------·-- --­
Buckner sandy loam ---·------------------------------------------·-----
Millsdale loam ----- ---------·--------- ----------------·- ------ -·--------·---
Jackson silt loam --- ---···---·-·-- ----- -------------- -· --------------------
0 'Neill fin e sandy loam -- ·-------·-----·--------- -··-·----·····--·--· 
Judson silt loam .................. ......... .... .......... ........... ..... . 
Plainfield fine sandy loam --·-··········-·····--···-···--•······-··· 
Bremer silty clay loam ··········· ·············· ····--·······-··-··---· 

53,056 
15,360 
12,992 

4,096} 
576 

3,328 
3,200 

135,872 
112,192 

16,128 
3,584 

704 

2,176 
2,048 
1,792 
1,792 
1,728 
1,344 

640 
640 
448 
384 
192 

64 

SW AMP AND BOTTOJ\,ILAND SOILS 

12.1 
3.5 
3.0 
1.0 

0.8 
0.7 

30.9 
25.6 

3.7 
0.8 
0.2 

0.5 
0.5 
0.4 
0.4 
0.4 
0.3 
0.1 
0.1 
0.1 
0.1 
0.1 
0.1 

Wabash silt 10am ··········-· ·······--······-···----... -__ ·-.. _-__ -__ -___ -__ -__ -___ -__ -.---. 2"'3',4"8=8~----~5~.3--
Cass loam --·--- ----------------- --·- ·-·---- ··---------·------··--- ------------- 4,416 1.0 
vVabash loam ----------- ·--------·----·----·----------·---------------------: 3,840 0.9 
Wabash silty clay loam ····-------------------- ---------------------- 3,520 0.8 
Cass fine sandy loam ------ ------ --------------------·- ------------ ------ 1,856 0.4 
Muck -------------- -·------ ·-·--- -- -- ----··-·----········----- ·········---··· ········ 512 0.1 
Genesee silt loam ...... ---.... -··---- --··-· .... ______ .. ____ ._ .. _ .......... _ 384 0.1 

RESIDUAL SOILS 

Roug 1 stony an .. ·-·----.. ···-- ---·--· .. ·---···-.. ..... ____ ......... .. . 
Boone fine sandy loam ----·----------··-·---·········---·-·· ··--····--
Dubuque silt loam ·----·--· .... ·---·- ......... __ ........ __ .............. 1 

'l'otaL---..... -·------------·---- -.... ··-----·· .... -._---· .......... 1 

24,704 
1,344 

640 
439,040 

5.6 
0.3 
0.1 

The Carrington loam is the largest drift soil and the third most extensively 
developed individual type. It covers 12.1 percent of the total area. The Car­
rington silt loam is the second largest drift soil and the seventh most extensively 
developed type, covering 3.5 percent of the total area. The Clyde silty clay 
loam is the third largest drift soil and the eighth most extensively developed 
type. It covers 3.0 percent of the total area. The remainder of the drift soils 
the Lindley loam, shallow phase Lindley loam, Carrington fine sandy loam and 
t~e Dickinson fine sandy loam are all minor in acreage ; the typical Lindley 
with :he shallow phase covering only 1.0 percent and the two remaining types 
covermg less than 1.0 percent. 

The Tama silt loam is the largest loess type and the most extensively developed 
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Fig. 7. A limestone knoll . 

individual soil. It covers 30.!:J percent of the total area. The Fayette silt loam 
is the second largest individual type and the second loess soil, covering 25.6 
percent of the total area. The Dodgeville silt loam is the third largest loess soil 
and the sixth most extensively developed type. It covers 3.7 percent of the total 
area. The r emaining loess soils are minor in extent, covering less than 1.0 per­
cent of the total area. None of the terrace soils are extensively developed, the 
largest, the lVIillsdale silt loam and the O'Neill loam, cover only 0.5 part of the 
county. Each of the remainder covers less than half of one percent of the total 

area. 
There are rather extensive areas of swamp and bottomland soils, the Wabash 

silt loam, the most extensively developed type being the fifth largest individual 
soil type and covering 5.3 percent of the total area. The Cass loam is second, 
covering 1.0 percent of the total area. The remainder of the swamp and bottom­
land soils cover less than 1 percent. There is a rather considerable area of rough 
stony land covering 5.6 percent of the total area. The residual soils of the Boone 
and Dubuque series are minor in extent, covering only 0.3 and 0.1 percent, 

respectively, of the total area. 
A rather interesting relationship is evident between the topographic features 

of the upland soils and the individual soil types. On the glacial uplands the 
Clyde silty clay loam occurs in the flat to depressed areas of upland. The Car­
rington soils occur on the more gently rolling areas, while the Lindley and Dick­
inson types are found on the more strongly rolling areas. In the loess section 
the Tama and Fayette soils occur on the more gently rolling areas, while the 
Dodgeville and Clinton are found on the more strongly rolling to rough sections. 
There is very little development of topographic conditions in the terraces, altho 
a number of the terraces have been eroded to some extent, especially those which 
are older and high above overflow. This is particularly true of the Jackson and 
Millsdale soils. On the bottomlands topographic features are of course of very 
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minor significance. Residual soils show a definite topographic condition usually 
rangmg from strongly rolling to rough. 

THE FERTILI'l'Y IN WINNESHIEK COUNTY SOILS 

Samples were taken for an alyses from each of the soil types in vVinneshiek 
County, except the Carrington silt loam, the shallow phase Lindley loam, the 
Carrington fine sandy loam, the Bremer silty clay loam and the areas of muck 
and· rough stony land. These soil types are of minor importance in the county 
and the areas of muck and rough stony land are of no agricultural significance 
and an alyses of the material from them would be of no value. The more ex­
tensive soil types were sampled in triplicate, but only one sample was taken in 
the case of the minor types. All samplings were made with the greatest care 
to insure results truly representative of the various soil types and that the 
results would not be affected by the previous treatments of the soil or by any 
abnormal soil conditions. The samples were secured at three depths, 0 to 6 ½ 
inches, 6 ¾ to 20 inches and 20 to 40 inches, r epresenting the surface soil, the 
subsurface soil and the subsoil, r espectively. 

Analyses were made for total phosphorus, total nitrogen, total organic carbon , 
total inorg·anic carbon and limestone r equirement. The official methods were 
employed for the phosphorus, nitrogen and carbon determinations and the Truog 
qualitative test was employed for the limestone requirement determinations. The 
figures given in the tables are the averages of the r esults of duplicate determina­
tions on all samples of each type, and they represent, therefore, the averages 
of two or six determinations. 

THE SURFACE SOILS 

The results of the analyses of the surface soils ar e given in table IV. They 
are calculated on the basis of 2,000,000 pounds of surface soil per acr e. 

The phosphorus content of the soils of the county varies from 2,565 pounds 
in the Dubuque silt loam down to 565 pounds in the Plainfield fine sandy loam 
on the terraces. There seems to be no relationship between the phosphorus supply 
and the various soil groups, except that the bottomland soils on the average are 
somewhat better supplied with the element than the upland types. This might 
be expected inasmuch as there has been more crop growth on the uplands and, 
hence, more removal of plant food constituents. There is, however , much greater 
variation in phosphorus content among the soils in the various groups than be­
tween groups. 

There is some evidence of a relationship between the amom1t of phosphorus 
present and the soil series. Thus in the drift soil group, the Carrington and 
Clyde soils ar e better supplied than the Lindley and Dickinson soils. On the 
loess uplands the Tama and Dodgeville soils are better supplied than the Fayette 
and Clinton soils. On the terraces the Millsdale, the \Vaukesha and the Judson 
soils are richer in this element than the O'Neill, Buckner, J ackson and Plain ­
field soils, and the latter types are the poorest of all. On the bottoms the vVabash 
soils are a little better supplied than the Cass and Genesee types and, among 
the residual soils, the Dubuque is much higher in phosphorus than the Boone, 
in fact the Dubuque is the highest of all the types in the county . The Boone 

.l 
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SCALE: 1 INCH TO 2 ½ MILES 
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TABLE IV. PLANT FOOD IN WINNESHIEK COUNTY, IOWA, SOILS 

Pounds per acre of 2 million pounds of su rface soil (0-6% " ) 

17 

'l'otal I I Total Total I Limes_tone 
p hos- Total organic • inorganic r equue-

Soil tn_J_e ___ _._~p_h_o1_·u~ nitrog~n ___ ca_1_·b_o_n_~_c_a_rb_o_n_~_n_1e_n_t_ 

DB.IFT SOILS 

Carringt on loa m ··-···---·---··· 1,310 4,060 49,619 
Clyde s ilty clay loam ....... _ l ,H4 3,680 35,340 
Lindley loam --- ·--· --·- ---------- - 882 1,240 12,151 
Dickinson sanely loam ........ 912 1,960 24,927 

LOESS SOILS 

'l'an1a silt loam ... .. :~ --r,213 ~,820 40,059 
Fayette si lt loam.·-····· ·· ····-· 943 1,920 22,078 
Clinton silt loam .... .... --··-·· · 996 1,88 0 21,091 
Dodgeville si lt loam._ ........ 1,017 5,280 63,373 
Fayette fin e sancl .... . ·-·· ··· ···· 572 1,160 16,340 

TERRACE SOILS 

Mill sclale s ilt loam_ ..... .... .... 1,623 4,760 55,896 
O'Neill loam ·-····-······-·······- 1,071 1,820 29,974 
·waukesha silt loanL. .... -... 1,582 5,400 57,583 
Buckner loam ······--·-· ·-·····---· 1,373 3,520 47,776 
0 'Neill sanely loam ---······· 909 2,440 28,614 
Buckner 8ancly loam ... ·-····· 1,071 2,040 23,164 
Mill sclale loam ···•····· ········· ·- 1,535 3,860 38,984 
Jackson si lt loam.·-···· ····· ·-·· 1,125 2,740 26,166 
O'Neill fin e sanely loam __ .. 754 2,440 20,982 
Judson silt loam.·--····· ·· ······· 1,468 3,940 46,308 
P la_infielcl fin e sanely loam._ 565 700 9,649 

SWAMP AND BOT'l'OMLAND SOILS 

vVabash silt loam.·-············· 
Cass loam -----------------------··· 
vVabash loam ·· ·· --·· ··----------
\Vabash silty clay loam ...... 
Cass fine sanely loam. __ ....... 
Genesee silt loam ............ .... 

Boone fine sandy loam ..... . j 
Dubuque silt loam_ ............. l 

2,316 5~560_1_9·6~861 
1,629 6,200 48,368 
1,156 5,100 
2,457 18,800 
1,033 2,680 
1,320 2,940 

RESIDUAL SOILS 

619 I ueo 
2,565 I 2,580 

I 
I 

I 

55,480 
120,406 

28,266 
31,795 

20,012 
106,117 

7,000 
3,000 
3,000 
2,000 

5,000 
2,500 
4,000 

1,000 

-----·· ··--- 5,000 
-------- --- - 3,000 
------------ 7,000 
------------ 1,000 
------------ 3,000 
------------ 4,000 
-----···---- 2,000 
·----------- 3,000 
------------ 2,000 
------------ 5,000 
---- -------- 4,000 

------------ --------
12,339 ........ 
---------·-- ---··--· 
-· -· · ·· ···- - -- -- -- --

2,892 ·- -----· 
------------ 1,000 

7,000 
89,650 

series is represented only by a fine sandy type, while the Dubuque is represented 
by the silt loam. This accounts in large part for the difference in phosphorus 
content. 

The effects of the texture of the various soils is also shown on the phosphorus 
content. On the loessial uplands the Fayette silt loam is richer than the furn 
sand. On the terraces the Millsdale silt loam is better supplied than the loam, 
the O'Neill loam is a little better supplied than the sanely loam or the fine sanely 
loam. On the bottoms the ·wabash silty clay loam is richer than the silt loam 
or the loam and the silt loam is better supplied than the loam, and the Cass loam 
is richer than the Cass fine sanely loam. It is apparent from these figures that 
texture has a very definite effect upon the content of phosphorus in the soil. The 
finer textured types of the same series seem to be better supplied with the element 
than the coarser textured soils. The conclusions which have been reached along 
this line from tests on many soil types in other counties are confirmed. It seems 
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evident that heavy textured soils may, in general, be expected to crmtain more 
plant food constituents than sandy types. 

Other factors are also of importance, however, in determining the plant food 
content of soils and many of these are taken into account in the separation of 
soils into series. Thus, the color of the soil, the topography, the character of 
the subsoil and the origin and previous history of the soil all play a part in 
showing the plant food supply. Soils which are dark in color are richer in 
phosphorus. Thus the Carrington and Clyde soils are richer than the Lindley 
and Dickinson soils, the Clinton and Fayette are poorer than the Tama, the 
O'Neill and Buckner are poorer than the Millsdale, ·w aukesha and Judson soils 
and the Wabash are richer than the Cass and Genesee soils. The effect of topo­
graphic position plays a part in the determination of plant food content. Thns 
soils that are level to flat in topography are richer in phosphorus than those 
which are rolling to rough. The Clyde and Carrington soils are richer than 
the Lindley and Dickinson and the Tama is richer than the Clinton and Fayette. 
No comparisons are possible on the terrace and bottomland soils as the topo­
graphic features of such soils are not definitely developed. The subsoil character 
is also of importance. Soils with heavy textured subsoils are generally better 
supplied with phosphorus than those with sandy, coarse textured subsoils. Again 
the Clyde and Carrington soils may be mentioned, as they are richer than the 
Lindley and Dickinson soils and have heavier subsoils. 0 'Neill soils on the 
terraces are sandy to gravelly in the subsoil and so are lower in plant food than 
types like the Waukesha and Judson which have heavier subsoils. Similarly, 
in the case of the Cass soils on the bottoms the sandy nature of the subsoil in­
dicates that there is less plant food in these soils than in Wabash and Genesee 
soils. Finally, the origin and previous history of the soils may play a part in 
showing the content of plant food. Those soils which have developed under 
forested conditions are poorer than those developed m1der prairie conditions. 
For example, the Tama soils, which are of prairie origin, are richer than the 
Clinton and Fayette, which are of forest origin. The types formed, in part at 
least, from the earlier glacial material are poorer than those formed from the 
later deposited material. Thus the Lindley and Dickinson are poorer than the 
Clyde and Carrington soils. 

Generally, a definite relationship is apparent between the phosphorus supply 
of the soils of this county and the series characteristics of the various soils. Thus 
a knowledge of the soil type represented will show fairly accurately the phos­
phorus supply in the soils. 

Considering the analyses of the soils as a whole, it is apparent that phosphorus 
may be a limiting factor in crop growth in the county in the very near future. 
The supply of the element is not large and the production of available phos­
phorus may be quite limited at the present time. It seems that there might be 
a definite need for available phosphorus on these soils now. The tests carried 
out on some of the soils from this county and reported in the following pages, 
and the tests made on some of the same soil types in other counties, indicate 
definitely that rock phosphate or superphosphate may be used with profit on 
some of these soils at the present time. Definite conclusions regarding the rela­
tive value of the two phosphates cannot be drawn from the data available now, 
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and it is recommended, therefore, that farmers test both phosphates under their 
own conditions and determine which may be used with the greater profit. Em­
phasis should be placed upon the fact that the experiments being conducted by 
the Soils Section of the Iowa Agriculturai Experiment Station indicate that 
one or the other of these phosphorus ferti lizers may be used with profit on the 
soils of the county. 

The nitrogen content of the soils varies from 18,800 pounds per acre in the 
Wabash silty clay loam down to 700 pounds in the Plainfield fine sandy loam. 
Again there is no evidence of any relationship between the nitrogen content 
and the soil groups. The only distinct difference is in the case of the bottom­
land soils, in which there is more nitrogen, on the average, due to less crop growth 
and hence a smaller removal of plant food. 

The differences in nitrogen content seem to be related to the soil series and 
to the particular soil types. Differences in color, topography, subsoil character 
and origin, which are the basis for the separation of the soils into series, and 
the differences in texture, which are the basis for the separation of types may 
all be con"elated with nitrogen content. 

On the drift uplands the Clyde and Carrington soils are richer in nitrogen 
than the Lindley and Dickinson soils; on the loess uplands the Tama and Dodge­
ville soils are better supplied with this element than the Clinton and Fayette 
soils; on the terraces the Millsdale and Waukesha soils are richer than the other 
terrace types; and on the bottoms the Wabash soils are better supplied than 
the Cass and Genesee soils. All these comparisons are a reflection of the diffe!'­
ences in color, topography, subsoil character and origin of the soils of the dif­
ferent series. 

'l'he effects of textural differences are indicated also in the nitroO'en content 
differences of some of the types in the same series but of different text~res. Thu,:;, 
the Fayette silt loam is richer than the fine sand, the Millsdale silt loam is better 
supplied than the loam. The O'Neill sandy loam and fine sandy loam are a 
little better supplied than the loam, but this is contrary to the usual results 
secured and probably indicates some abnormal condition in the particular sample 
of the O'Neill loam which was analyzed. The Wabash silty clay loam is richer 
than the silt loam, which in turn is richer than the loam. 

it is apparent from these data that the soils of "\Vinneshiek County as a whole 
~re fairly well supplied with nitrogen, but in some instances the amount present 
1s too small for the best crop growth, and in several cases the content is so low 
that nitrogen will soon be needed for plant food. Nitrogen must not be di'l­
regarded, therefore, in planning systems of fertility for the soils of the county. 
~ot only is the supply too low for the best crop growth in some cases, but the~·e 
1s a constant loss of nitrogen in the crops removed and in the drainaO'e water and 
hence it is necessary that some nitrogen-containing fertilizer be u~ed on these 
soils at regular intervals to keep up the supply. 

Farm manure is the most important natural nitrogen ferti lizer, and it returns 
to the land much of the nitrogen removed by the crops grown. Its use on the 
~oils of :his_ county is very desirable and large increases in crop yields follow 
its apphcat10n. By properly preserving and applying the manure produced 
on the farm, considerable nitrogen may be returned to the soil, and the main-
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tenance of this element in the soil is less difficult. On the heavy types of soil 
large applications of m:mure should not be made, but on the sandy types manure 
is particularly desirable and the increases from its application are especially 
great. Small amounts may be applied with profit, however, even on heavy soils, 
especially when they are newly drained and brought under cultivation. 

The turning under of all crop residues also aids in keeping up the supply 
of nitrogen in the soil and is particularly important on the grain farm, where 
farm manure is not produced. Legumes as green manures may also be employed 
to build up and maintain the nitrogen content of the soil. Green manuring is 
very important on the grain farm, but is also distinctly valuable on the livestock 
farm as a means of supplementing the farm manure. 

The content of organic carbon in the soils of the county varies in much the 
same way as does the nitrogen. The Wabash silty clay loam on the bottoms is 
the highest in organic carbon, as it was in nitrogen, and the Plainfield fine sandy 
loam is the lowest, as it was in nitrogen. Again there is little relation between 
the supply of carbon and the soil group, but the effects of the characteristics 
which are used as a basis for the determination of soil series and soil types are 
quite definitely shown. The color, the topography, the subsoil character and 
the origin of the soil all play a part in determining the content of organic car­
bon. The texture is also of great importance. Black soils are higher in organic 
matter than the light colored types and heavy textured soils are richer in organic 
carbon. The types having heavy subsoils are better supplied with organic mat­
ter, as are, also, soils developed under prairie conditions. The same relationships 
are found among the types as were noted in the case of nitrogen. The Carrington 
and Clyde soils on the drift uplands are richer than the Lindley and Dickinson 
soils. The Tama and Dodgeville soils on the loess uplands are richer than the 
Fayette and Clinton soils. The Millsdale, Waukesha and Judson soils are richer 
than the other terrace types and the Wabash soils are better supplied than the 
Cass and Genesee soils. 

·while the soils of the county are fairly well supplied with organic matter, 
some types are in need of it. On all the types organic matter must be supplied 
at regular intervals if the supply is to be kept up. The use of farm manure 
is necessary in this connection, and the turning under of leguminous crops as 
green manures is a desirable means of supplementing the farm manure. The 
proper utilization of all crop residues is also strongly urged as a means of main­
taining the organic matter in the soils. 

The only soils in the county which show any content of inorganic carbon are 
the Cass loam and fine sandy loam on the bottoms and the Dubuque silt loam, 
a residual soil. All the other soils lack this constituent and so are acid in re­
action and in need of lime. Some of the types are very acid in reaction and in 
such cases the necessity for the use of lime is particularly evident. For the best 
growth of all farm crops, especially legumes, soils should be basic in reaction. 
If they are acid, crop yields will be restricted and with such legumes as red 
clover, alfalfa and sweet clover it may not be possible to obtain a satisfactory 
crop. All the soils of the county, except the Cass and the Dubuque soils, should 
be tested for reaction and lime needs, and lime should be applied as needed for 
optimum crop growth. The only way to determine whether or not a soil is acid 
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TABLE V. PLANT FOOD IN WINNESHIEK COUNTY IOWA SOILS 
Pounds per acre of 4 million p ounds of subsm f ace soil (6¾ "- 20") 

Soil type 

Carrin g ton loa.111 -------------------- I 
Clyde silty clay loam ............ ! 
Lindley loam .......... .......... ... .. . 
Di ckin son sandy loam .... .. ..... . 

Tama silt. loam ....................... :/ 
Fayette si lt loam .......... ..... ..... 
Clinton s ilt loarn .......... .......... 1 

Dodge,·ille silt loam .............. , 
Fayette fin e sand ........... ....... 

phos- • 'l'otal 
I 

Total I 

phorus nitrngen 

DRIFT SOILS 

2,208 
2,020 
1,347 
1,660 

5,320 
3,200 
1,720 
2.220 

LOESS SOILS 

2,120 4,880 
1,973 3.520 
2,074 1,960 
1,520 8,720 
1.266 1,920 

TERRACE SOILS 

Mill sdale silt loam .... ............ l 2,828 7,800 
O'Neill loam ·························· 1 1,426 2,760 
vVaukesha silt loarn .... .. .......... 1 2,640 7,800 
Buckner loam························ / 2,545 G,360 
O'Neill sandy loam .............. 1,804 2,200 
Buclrner sandy loam .............. 1,683 1,600 
Millsdale loam ---------------------- 2,410 4,400 
Ja ckson silt loam ..... ...... ....... 1,480 2,320 
O 'N eill fin e sanely loam ...... .. 1,629 2,160 
Judson silt loam ........... ......... [ 4,457 11,640 
Plainfield fine ,andy loam .... l 1,293 2,000 

SWAMP AND BOTTOMLAND 

Wabash silt loam .................... l 3,890 7,500 
Cass loam .............................. 1 2,774 7,820 
vVahash loam ........................ 1 2,342 3,320 
Wabash silty clay loam ........ 1 2,828 6,600 
Cass fine sandy loam ............ 1 1 ,8!-Hl 3,980 
Genesee silt loam ....... ....... ...... 1 2,545 4,760 

RESIDUAL SOILS 

Total 
organi c 
carbon 

g~:1:1 I 
16,262 
2:3,593 

49,688 
41 ,68!) 
16,152 
03,378 
30 ,644 

97,516 
20,544 

100,328 
83,952 
29,966 
16,686 
49,048 
11,898 
19,954 

272,980 
15,492 

SOILS 

181J-;-914 
66,642 
41,637 
74,492 
44,419 
58,060 

Boone fine sandy loam .......... l 955 I 960- 1- - 4,800 I 
Dubuque silt loam I I I I 

Total I Limestone 
in organi c require· 

carbon ment 

------ -- --

I ----------
---------- I 
---------- I 
---------- I 

35,378 

7,037 

8,000 
2,000 
2,000 
3,500 

5,500 
2,000 
6,000 
--------

--------

5-;-00 0-
2,000 
7,000 
2,000 
2,000 
1,000 
2,000 
4,000 
1,000 
4,000 
2,000 

1,0-00 

1,000 

- --·-~(n_o_ s_a_rnpl e) ..... ................. 1 _ ·_···_··_··~1 __ -·_···_··_··_· ~1 _ ._··_···_··_··_·•~I ____ ~-- -

and in need of lime is to have it tested and this is also the only way to determine 
how much lime should be applied. One test will not suffice for all time. The 
mils should be tested at regular intervals preferably once in the rotation, ju,st 
preceding the legume crop and then proper conditions in the soil for the best 
growth of the legume may be insured. 

TI-IE SUBSURFACE SOILS AND TI-IE SUBSOILS 

The results of the analyses of the subsurface soils and the subsoils are given 
in tables V and VI. They are calculated on the basis of 4,000,000 pounds of 
subsurface soil and 6,000,000 pounds of subsoil per acre. 

The analyses of the surface soils seem to indicate definitely the needs of the 
soils of the county, and it is not necessary to consider the analyses of the lower 
soil layers in detail. There is no large content of plant food in the lower sojl 
layers of any of the types in the county and hence any deficiency in the surface 
soils cannot be supplied from below. In some cases there is actually less plant 
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TABLE VI. PLAN'r FOOD IK WINNESHIEK COUNTY;, IO~VA, SOILS 
P ounds p er acre of 6 million pounds of subsoil (20 - 40 ) 

'rota l Total T otal I Limest one 

I 
phos- Total organic inorganic require-

N ____ §~·1__.:t~~---_LE~ho~1:!l·n~s_J_~l~1i.".'t1i:.:·o~~en~_~ca::.'1-':'.b'.':'.o.'..'.n_ 1_,:::Ca~1:..::·b'.c'.o~nc__J_...:n::.1e:..:nc..:t_ Soil o. ,_ 01 ype 

1 
85 
65 

199 

120 
163 

80 
208 

209 

108 
75 
38 

126 
40 

188 
81 

110 
131 

97 

26 
18 
48 

130 
71 

210 
183 

Ca nin gton loam ···· ··············-· 
Clyde silty clay loam ... ........ . 
Lind ley loam ...... ......... ....... ... . 
Dickinson sandy loam ... ........ . 

DRIFT SOILS 

2,650 
3,333 
2,282 
2,079 

4,440 
2,640 
3,000 
1,200 

LOESS SOILS 

'l' ama- siTtToam........................ 2,877~-3~660 
Fayette silt loam.·-················· 2,817 3,240 
CliJ1ton silt loam.... .. ........... ... 3,192 2,280 
Fayette fin e san d..... ...... ....... .. 1,838 320 

'l'ERRACE SOILS 

Mil tsclale s ilt loam 

54,520 
22,064 
17,322 

6,381 

35~808 
24 779 
13;744 
26,552 

( no sample) ... ........ ........... . . 
o 'Neill loam ........ .................. 2,019 1,320 18,816 
\Vaukesha silt loam.............. .. 2,726 4,940 51 ,961 
Buckner loam -··· ·················· ·· 3,293 5,400 74,212 
o 'Neill sanely loam...... ....... ... 2,667 1,800 20,938 
Buckner sandy loam........... ... 2,353 2,160 15,539 
Millsclale loam ........................ 2,444 3,000 29,915 
Jackson silt loam....... .. ........ .. . 2,745 2,160 11,453 
O'Neill fine sandy loam........ 1,857 2,160 8,181 
Jud.son silt loam ...... ••···· ··-·· ··· 6,447 13,920 19~,~~6 
Plarnfield fin e sanely loam .... j 1,635 320 , 

SVi' AMP AND BOTTOMLAND SOILS 

I 
I 
I 

- ~ - - - - ~ 
Wabash silt loam.................... 4 ,281 4,20m 52~570 

Cass loam ···· ···· ····· ···-········ ·· ··· 2,181 2,400 28,281 
·wabash silty clay loam..... ..... 3,837 2,520 34,456 
Ca ss fin e sa nely loam...... .. .... 2,019 2,580 24,498 
Genesee silt loam...... ........... ... 3.696 7,440 52,332 

15,038 

RESIDUAL SOILS 

B oone fine sanely loam .......... ( 1,535 
Dubuque silt loam 

( no sample) ...... .... ..... ........ . . ...... . 

8,276 20,244 

8,000 

3,000 
1,000 

4,500-
2,500 
8,000 

2,000 
7,000 
3,000 
1,000 
1,000 
2,000 
4,000 

6,000 
1,000 

1,000 

· l d · l · t ces the need for that particular food 111 the lower ayers, an 111 sue 1 ms an . 
element is even greater than is indicated by the analyses .of the surface s01l~ 
The data o·iven in tables V and VI merely serve to emphasize the needs of th~ 
soils. The"' supply oE phosphorus is low in the soils, and the ~eed oE phosphor~s 
fertilizers in the near or immediate future is evident. The mtrogei~ and orgamc 
carbon contents are not high, and these constituents must be s~pp:ied regularl)' 
iE the supply is to be kept up. The same typ~s which ':ere acid m the surfae~ 
soil show no lime content in the subsurface s01l or subs01l, and .hence the neces­
sity oE testing the soils and applying lime as needed is emphasized. 

GREENHOUSE EXPERIMENTS 
Two O'reenhouse experiments were carried out on soils from Winneshiek County 

in the :ttempt to secure some information regarding the fertilizer needs of the 
soils and the value of certain fertilizing materials. These tests were made on 
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the Tama silt loam and the Fayette silt loam, two of the most important type~ 
in the county. In addition greenhouse experiments on the Tama silt loam from 
Black Hawk County, on the Carrihgton lol¾m and Fayette silt loam from Fay­
ette County, on the Carrington silt loam from Floyd County, on the Carrington 
silt loam from Mitchell County and on the Carrington loam from Marshall 
County are included, as these types all occur in Winneshiek County, and the 
results secured may be considered definitely applicable to the soils of this county. 

The treatments used in all the experiments included manure, limestone, rock 
phosphate, superphosphate and a complete commercial fertilizer. The amounts 
of these fertilizers added were the same as those used in the field tests. The 
r esults of the greenhouse experiments may, therefore, be considered to show 
rather accurately the needs of the soils in the field. Manure was added at the 
r ate of 10 tons per acre, and lime was added in sufficient amounts to neutralize 
the acidity of the soil and supply 2 tons additional. Rock phosphate was added 
at the r ate of 2,000 pounds per acre, superphosphate at the rate of 200 pounds 
per acre, and the standard 2-12-2 brand of a complete commercial fertilizer was 
added at the rate of 267 pounds per acre. Wheat and clover were grown in the 
experiments; the clover being ,;eeded about one month after the wheat ,ras up. 
In some instances only the clover yields were secured. 

RESULTS ON TAMA SILT LOAM 

The results of the experiment on the Tama silt loam from ·winneshiek County 
are given in table VII, the figures being the averages of the yiel~s on the dupli­
cate pots. Manure brought about an increase in the yield of wheat, and it also 
showed a very distinct increase in the yield of clover. Lime with manure gave 
an increase in the wheat but showed a much larger beneficial effect on the clover. 
The rock phosphate and superphosphate applied with the manure and lime had 
about the same effects; the superphosphate showed up slightly better than the 
rock, but the differences were not great enough to be significant. The complete 
commercial fortilizer had about the same effect as the phosphates. 

The results as a whole, indicate the value of manure and lime on this soil and 
they show, too, the value of adding a phosphate fertilizer. The results do not 
permit a comparison between the value of the rock phosphate and the super­
phosphate, but, evidently, one or the other of these phosphates may be used with 
profit on this soil. · 

RESULTS ON FAYETTE SILT LOAM 

The data secured in the experiment on the Fayette silt loam from Winneshiek 
County are given in table VIII. The manure did not show any effect on the 

Plot 
No. 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

TABLE VII. GREENHOUSE EXPERIMENT, TAMA SILT LOAM, 
WINNESHIEK COUNTY 

Treatment 
Check ...... ...................... ..................................................... . 
Manure ....................... ........ .... ....... ..................................... . 
l\1anure + lime .................................................... ........... . 
Manure + lime + rock phosphate ...... .... ................... . 
Manure + lime + superphosphate ................ ............. . 
Manure + lime + complete commercial fe rtilizer .. 

Weight of 
wheat grain 

in grams 
3.8 
4.8 
5.4 
6.1 
6.5 
6.5 

W eight of 
clover in 

grams 
16.3 
19.0 
21.0 
23.7 
23.8 
23.5 



24 SOIL SURVEY OF row A 

Fig. 8. Clover in g reenhouse expe1·iment on Tama silt loam, , v iuneshiek Coun ty. 

wheat crop but brought about an increase in the clo.-er. Manure ordinaril y 
g ives distinct increases in the yields of general farm crops on this soil, and the 
results secured here must be considered somewhat abnormal. Lime with manure 
gave very definite increases in the yield of wheat and also of the clover. The 
two phosphates and the complete commercial fertilizer showed about the same 
effects on both crops, giving slight increases in the yields. 'l'he superphosphate 
was somewhat better on the clover than the other materials hut gave about the 
same effect on the wheat as the complete commercial fertilizer. These result ,; 
indicate definitely the value of applications of manure to this soil, the value of 
the use of lime and the possible economic importance of the addition of a phos­
phorus fertili zer. Whether superphosphate or rock phosphate should be em­
ployed cannot be stated positively as both materials gave crop increases and the 
differences in yields were not sufficiently great to permit definite conclusion'l. 
It is apparent, however, that one or the other phosphorus carrier may be used 
profitabl y on this soil. 

RE SULTS ON TAMA SILT LOAM FROM BLACK H A WK COUNTY 

The results secured on the Tama silt loam from Black Hawk County are given 
in table IX. Manure had litt le effect on the wheat, but there was an enormous 
increase in the clover. Lime also gave little effect on the wheat but brought. 
about a very large increase in the clover. This effect might be looked for, as 
clove r is much more sensitive to acidity ·than the grain crops. Rock phosphate 
applied with the manure and lime increased the wheat yields and also gave some 
effect on the clover. Superphosphate had no effect on the wheat but brought 
abont a considerable increase in the clover. The complete commercial ferti lizer 

P lot 
No. 
1 
2 
., 
i) 

4 

6 

'l'ABL E VIII. GREENHOUSE EXPERIMENT, FA YET TE SILT LOAM, 
WIXNESHIEK COUN'l'Y , 

Treatment 

Check --- -·- ----- ··--------- --- --· ··---- ·· --· -- -· ·-· ·--- -· ·----- ---- ---·- --•·---·-· -·--
Afan u re -----·· ____ ________ ·-- --- ----·-- ----· ··----- ----· ·- ----- -·---· ···--- ----- ---·---
Man u rc + l ime ·--- --·· ------ ------ --- -·-----· -----·------ ·-- -- -- -··-- ·- ·---·--
Manure + lime + rock phosphate ---·------- ---· --- ----·- ·-·­
Manure + lime + superphosphate ·-· --- ----·- ---- ------ --·- ·­
Manme + Eme + complete commercial fertilizer __ 

W eight of 
wheat grain 

in g rams 
3.5 

4.3 
4.3 
4.9 
5.0 

W eight of 
clover in 

gran1s 

14. l 
15.7 
19 .G 
20.4 
22.2 
19. 3 

r 
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Fig. 9. , v heat and clover in g reenhouse experiment on Tama silt loam, ·winneshiek Coun ty. 

increased the wheat yields but to a smaller extent than did the rock phosphate. 
It also increased the yield of clover but had less effect on that crop than the 
superphosphate. It seems evident that on this ty1ie manure and lime show dis­
tinct beneficial effects, particularly on clover, and phosphate fertilizers will 
probably give profitable r eturns. No definite conclusions can be drawn r eO'ard­
ing the relative merits of the two phosphates. The complete commercial fertilizer 
is evidently less desirable for use than a phosphate. 

RESUL'l'S ON CARRINGTON LOAM FROM FAYE'l'TE COUNTY 

Th: res~lts of the experiment on the Carrington loam from Fayette County 
are given m table X. l\fanure brought about a distinct increase in the clover 
and the addition of lime gave a still further increase. The rock phosphate, 
superphosphate and complete commercial fertilizer all gave definite incr eases 

Fig. 10. Clover on Tama silt loam in g reenhouse experiment, Black H awk County. 
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Pot 
No. 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

SOIL SURVEY OF row A 

TABLE IX. GREENHOUSE EXPERIMENT, TAMA SILT LOAM, 
BLACK HA WK COUNTY 

Treatment 

Check ·--------- ---- --------------------------- ---- --- ----------------- ----------------­
Manure --------------------------- -------------------------- -- ----------------- ------
Manure + lime ________________ ----------------------------------------------
Mauure + lime + rock phosphate ---------- -----------------­
Manme + lime + superphosphate ------- -- -- ----------------­
Manure + lime + complete commercial fertili zer __ 

Weig-ht of 
wheat grain 

in grams 
12.00 
12.65 
12.86 
14.03 
12.72 
13.67 

Fig-. 11. Wheat and clover on Tama silt loam, Black Hawk County. 

Weig-ht of 
clover in 

grams 
8.0 

31.0 
51.5 
57.0 
64.5 
59.5 

on the clover, the superphosphate proving slightly less effective than the other 
two materials. It seems from these results that the Carrington loam will respond 
profitably to applications of farm manure, lime and a phosphate fertilizer. The 
results are not definite enough to show whether rock phosphate or superphosphate 
should be used, and farmers should test the two materials on their own soils in 
order to determine which will give the most profitable results. There is no evi­
dence that the complete commercial fertilizer will prove as desirable for use 
as a phosphate. 

Pot 
No. 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

TABLE X. GREENHOUSE EXPERIMENT, CARRINGTON LOAM, 
FAYE'l'TE COUNTY 

Treatment 

Weig-l~­
g-1:een clover 

111 g rams 
Check ----------- ----------- ------·-·- ------------- ·· --- ··--- ··------------------·--------··----------- ·- ---- 4.53 
:Manure ------------··----------- ---------------------------------------- --- --------------- -- -- ----·-------- 15.87 
Manure + lime --- --·-----·-·----------- --·----------------·-· --------------·---···-····---··-- ·---·- 18.14 
Manure + lime + rock phosphate ·········---······················-···· ··-········ 29.48 
Manure + lime + superphosphate ·-------··-----------·------·-········--·-····· ··· 24.94 
Manure + lime + ~ mplete commercial fertilizer -···----·-···----_--_-··_·---'-----2-9_.4_8 __ _ 

T 
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Fig-. 12. Clover on Fayette silt loam, Winneshiek County. 

RESULTS ON FAYETTE SILT LOAM FROM FAYETTE COUNTY 

The data secured in the test on the Fayette silt loam from Fayette County are 
given in table XI, only the yields of clover being given. Again there was a large 
effect from the application of mairnre on the clover crop. Lime in addition to 
manure gave over twice as large a crop as that secured with manure alone. Rock 
phosphate had little effect in addition to the lime and manure, but superphosphate 
and the complete commercial fertilizer both proved beneficial, the superphosphate 
showing up better than the complete :fertilizer. The Yalue of the superphosphatc 
on this soi l is shown very definitely in these results, and it seems to be very much 
superior to rock phosphate. Further tests are necessary before definite con­
clusions can be drawn. These results on the Fayette silt loam indicate that 
manure, lime and phosphorus are necessary treatments for the best crop produc­
tion on this type. 

Fig-. 13. ·wheat and clovn on Fayette silt loam, Winneshiek County. 
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P ot 
No. 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

SOIL SURVEY OF IOWA 

TABLE XI. GREENHOUSE EXPERIMENT, FAYE TTE SILT LOAM, 
FAYETTE COUNTY 

Treatment 
Check ...... .......... ........ ....... ........... ...... ... .................... ..................... ..... .. .... . 
Manure .... ..................... .. ........... .................... ..... ... ... .................. ....... ..... . 
Manure + lime ........ ......... ...... ... .......... .... ........ .. .... .................... .. ......... . 
Manure + lime + l'Ock phosphate ....... ... ............... .................... .. .. . 
Manure + lime + superphosphate ........... ...... ................................ . 
Manure + lime + complete commercial fe rtilizer ....................... . 

Weight of 
green clover 

in g rams 
24.94 
31.75 
81.64 
88.45 

142.88 
111.13 

RESULTS ON CARRINGTON SILT LOAM FROM FLOYD COUNTY 

The results of the tests on the Carrington silt loam from Floyd County are 
given in table XII. The application of manure increased the yields of both the 
wheat and clover crops to a considerable extent. Lime with manure increased 
still further the yields of the two crops. An increase might be expected on the 
clover of the rotation but would hardly be looked for on the wheat, but a very 
beneficial effect was noted on this wheat crop. Rock phosphate with the manure 
and lime showed a considerable increase in the clover crop and brought about 
an appreciable gain in the wheat. Superphosphate with the manure and lime 
showed a much greater effect on the clover crop but had about the same effect 
on the wheat as did the rock phosphate. The complete commercial fertilizer 
with the manure and lime showed about the same effect on the wheat as did the 
phosphates, but it had a greater effect on the clover than the rock phosphate, 
altho a smaller influence than that given by the superphosphate was evidenced. 

Fig. 14. ·wheat in greenhouse experiment on Carrington silt loam, Mitchell County. 

... 

... 
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Fig . 15. Wheat and clover on Carrington loam, Marshall County. 

RESULTS ON CARRINGTON SILT LOAM FROM MITCHELL COUNTY 

The results secured on the Carrington silt loam from Mitchell County are 
given in table XIII. The manure brought about a distinct increase in both the 
wheat and clover crops, the effect being particularly evident on the clover. Lime 
increased the wheat yield slightly, but with the clover crop the yield ,vas more 
than doubled. The rock phosphate, the superphosphate and the complete com­
mercial fertilizer showed no effect on the clover but brought about distinct in­
creases in the yields of wheat. 

These data confirm those already reported in showing the value of applications 
of manure, lime and a phosphate fertilizer to this soil. 

RESULTS ON CARRINGTON LOAM FROM MARSHALL COUNTY 

The results obtained in the experiment on the Carrington loam from Marshall 
County are shown in table XIV. The value of applying manure to this soil is 
definitely evident in these results. There was a large increase in the wheat 

P ot 
No. 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

TABLE XII. GREENHOUSE EXPERIMENT, CARRINGTON SILT LOAM, 
FLOYD COUN'rY 

Treatment 
Check ....... .................... ............................ ......... .......... ....... . 
Manure ............ ................... .... .. ... ... ... ........ ..... .... .............. . 
Manure + lime ........ .... .. ...... ... .... .... ............... .... ............ . . 
Manure + lime + rock phosphate ............. .... ...... .... . 
Manure + lime + superphosphat e ...... ..... ......... ....... . 
Manure + lime + complete commercial fe rtilizer .. 

Weight of 
wheat grain 

in grams 
6.9 
8.4 

10.2 
11.5 
11.1 
11.0 

Weight of 
clover in 
grams 

11.6 
14.4 
15.6 
18.0 
23.9 
19.2 
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TABLE XIII. GREENHOUSE EXPERIMENT, CARRINGTON SILT LOAM, 
MITCHELL COUNTY 

Pot I 
No. 

~ I 
Treatment I 

Check ...... ................ ... .... ..... ...... ...................... .......... ....... . 
Manure ..... ............... ........ ... ......... ............. ... .... ........... ... ... . 
Manure + lime ..... ....... ................. .. ........ , .......... ............. . 

5 Manure + lime + superphosphate ................... ...... .. . 

Weight o 
wheat grain 

in grams 

Weight of 
clover in 

grams 

4 l Manure + lime + rock phosphate ................. .. ........ . 

_ _ 6_ Manure + lime + complete commercial fe rtilizer .. 

16.!J3 
l!J.56 
20.93 
22.3!) 
23.55 
23 .67 

10.5 
16.0 
36.5 
27.0 
26.0 
36.5 

yields, and the clover crop was more than doubled by the application of the 
manure. Lime in addition to manure had a slight influence on the yield of 
wheat but showed no effect on the clover. Ordinarily, however, this soil will 
respond definitely to applications of lime when legume crops are to be grown, 
and the use of lime on the type is certainly to be recommended. The rock phos­
phate, the superphosphate and the complete commercial fertilizer applied with 
the manure and lime all brought about distinct increases in the yields of both 

TABLE XIV. GREENHOUSE EXPERIMENT, CARRINGTON LOAM, 
MARSHALL COUNTY 

I 
Weight of 

P ot ''"heat grain 
_ :N-c;"o_.-';--,,;-;---;-------T_re_a_t_m_e1_1t ________ __._--=in=---grams 

~ ~ii~rt~::•·i::;~~~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: I ii:~ 
J Manure + lime + rock phosphate ····························1 27.0 5 Manure + lime + superphosphate .... ...... .......... ...... .. 27.5 
6 Manure + lime + complete commercial fertilizer .. 26.0 

Weight of 
clover in 

grams 
22.68 
45.36 
40.82 
4!J.89 
54.43 
4!J .89 

the wheat and clover crops. There was Yery little difference in the effect on the 
wheat , but the superphosphate showed up much better than the other two 
materials ·with the clover. 

FIELD EXPERIMENTS 
One field experiment is under way in ·winneshiek County. Altho the results 

have been secured for only three years, the data are given here because they 
indicate definitely the response of the Tama silt loam, the most extensive soil 

Fig. 16. Clover on Carrington silt loam, Floyd County. 
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type in the county, to certain fert ilizer treatments. In addition, the results of 
experiments ·which have been carried out for a number of years in other counties, 
are given, inasmuch as these tests have been located on fields in which the soil 
t ypes are the same as those occurring exte•nsively in "\Vinneshiek County. The 
conclusions from these tests may, therefore, be considered applicable to vVin­
neshiek County. The results secured on the Carrington loam in the Maynard 
F ield, Fayette County; on the Tama silt loam in the Hudson Field, Black H awk 
County; on the Carrington loam in the J esup Field, Black Ha,Yk County; on 
the Carrington loam in the Vv a verly Field No. 2, Series I and II, Bremer County; 
on the Carrington silt loam in the Spring,·ille Field, Linn County; and on the 
Carrington silt loam in the Osage Field, :Mitchell County, are included. 

The field experiments are all planned to determine the relative Yalue of various 
soil treatments. They are laid out on land which is entirely representative of 
the particular soil types in the county. They are permanently located by the 
installation of corner stakes, and all precautions are taken in the application 
of ferti lizers and in the harvesting of crops to insure the securing of accurate 
results. The plots are 155 feet 7 inches by 28 feet or one-tenth of an acre in size. 

The fields generally include tests under the livestock and grain systems of 
farming. In the former, manure is applied, while, in the latter, crop residues 
are utilized in place of manure. Other fertilizing materials t ested include lime­
stone, superphosphate, rock phosphate, a complete commercial ferti lizer and 
muriate of potash. Manure is applied at the rate of 8 tons per acre once in a 
four-year rotation. The crop r esidues treatment consists in plowing under the 
corn stalks which have been cut with a disk or stalk cutter and plowing under 
at least the second crop of clover. Sometimes the first crop of clover is cut and 
allowed to remain on the land to be plowed under with the second. Lime is 
added in sufficient amounts to correct the acidity of the soil. Rock phosphate 
was added at the rate of 2,000 pounds per acre once in the four-year rotation, 
until 1925 when the application was reduced to 1,000 pounds per acre once 
in four years. Superphosphate is added at the rate of 150 pounds per acre on 
the three grain crops of the four-year rotation ; it being disced in in the spring. 
Until 1923 the old standard 2-8-2 complete commercial fertilizer was used. Since 
then, the new standard 2-12-2 is employed and applications are made at the rate 
of 202 pounds per acre annually, thus applying the same amount of phosphorus 
as that contained in the superphosphate. l\foriate of potash is applied at the 
rate of 25 pounds per acre annually. 

THE OSSIAN FIELD 

The results secured on the Tama silt loam on the Ossian F ield, Series I , in 
"\Vinneshiek County are given in t able XY. The appli cation of manure brought 
about a distinct increase in the yields of the corn in 1925 and the cloYer in 1927 
but showed no effect on the oats in 1926. Lime with the manure gaye defini te 
increases in the yields of all three crops. Rock phosphate with manure and lime 
increased the corn and clover but had no effect on the oats. Superphosphate 
with the manure and lime ga,ye Yery similar increases to those brought about 
by the rock phosphate, showing slightly greater effects on the clover but having 
a lesser effect on the corn. The mnriate of potash applied with the manure, lime 
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TABLE XV. FIELD EXPERIMENT, TAMA SILT LOAM, WINNESHIEK COUNTY, 
OSSIAN FIELD-SERIES I. 

P lot 
No. 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

II 9 

(1) 

(2) 
(3) 

Treatment 
Check 
Manure ....... ....................... ....... ............ .......... ........... ....... . 
Manure+limestone ...... ... ................. .......... ......... ..... ..... .. . 
Manure+limestone+rock phosphate ...... ................... . 
Check ....... .... .... ........ .. ....... .... ........................................... . 
Manure+limestone+superphosphate .................. ......... . 
Manure+limestone+superphosphate+potassium ..... . 
Manure+ limestone+complete commercial fertilizer .. 
Check ................................................................................. . 

Poor ste.nd on plot 8. 
Oats ba dly rusted . 
Red clover, alsike clover and timothy . 

(1) 
1925 
Corn 

bushels 
per A . 

57.9 
66.0 
67.5 
77.5 
60.2 
76.4 
75.1 
68.7 
59.0 

(2) 
1926 
Oats 

bushels 
per A . 

49.7 
33.9 
45.9 
38.7 
34.5 
39.9 
46 .8 
54.5 
32.7 

(3) 
1927 

Clover 
tons 

per A. 
1.62 
1.82 
1.99 
2.29 
1.51 
2.40 
2.47 
2.42 
0.69 

and superphosphate, showed no effect on the corn but brought about a gain in 
the oats and in the clover. The complete commercial fertilizer showed much 
less effect than the phosphates on the corn but had a much greater effect than 
any other treatment on the oats. A much larger yield was secured than that 
brought about by the addition of the muriate of potash with the superphosphate, 
manure and lime. On the clover the complete fertilizer had about the same 
effect as the superphosphate. 

These results indicate definitely the value of a liberal application of manure 
to this soil. The soil is acid in reaction, and the proper addition of lime will 
bring about increases in both legume and grain crops. The value of a phosphate 
fert ilizer on the soil is clearly shown. ·whether superphosphate or rock phos­
phate should be employed cannot be definitely stated. The results do not in­
dicate sufficiently large differences between the effects of the two materials. 
Muriate of potash may be of economic value under special conditions, but tests 
should be carried out before the material is used extensively. A complete com­
mercial fertilizer may be of value under some conditions, but these r esults in­
dicate that superphosphate or rock phosphate may prove as satisfactory and 
they are less expensive. 

THE MAYNARD FIELD 

The results secured on Carrington loam on the Maynard Field, in Fayette 
County, are given in table XVI. Manure increased the yields of all the crops 
grown on this field. The beneficial effects were particularly noticeable on the 
corn in 1923 and on the clover in 1926, but considerable increases were also noted 
on the oats in 1925. Lime with the manure gave increases in most cases, the 
effects being particularly evident on the corn in 1922 and on the oats in 1925. 
The clover in 1926 showed no effect from the lime which is contrary to the usual 
results. Ordinarily, the clover or other legume of the rotation shows a distinct 
beneficial effect from lime. The soil is acid in reaction and should be limed in 
order to bring about the best crops of legumes. Other crops of the rotation may 
also be benefitted considerably by the use of lime. The addition of rock phos­
phate with the manure and lime gave definitely beneficial effects in most cases. 
The corn in 19~3, the oats in 1924, the oats in 1925 and the clover in 1926 were 
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all increased, the latter crop showing the greatest benefit. The superphosphatc 
with manure and lime showed beneficial effects in some cases exceeding the rock 
phosphate and in other instances havin g· a lesser effect. On the oats in 1924 and 
1925 the snper phosphate gaye a much greater effect than ·did the rock phosphate, 
but in 1922 and 1923 the rock was somewhat superior. The effects on the clover 
in 1926 were about the same from the use of the two materials. The application 
of muriate of potash with the superphosphate, manure and lime showed beneficial 
effects in most cases. Only on the oats in 1925 was there no effect . The clover 
in 1926 was increased considerably. The complete commercial fertilizer had 
practically identical effects to those brought about by the superphosphate. Only 
in one case did the complete fertili zer give any gr eater influence, and then the 
difference was slight . 

'l'hese results emphasize the importance of the liberal use of manure on this 
soi l, which is acid in reaction and, therefore, needs lime. The proper application 
of lime will bring about definite increases in the yields of legumes and often 
in the yields of other general fa rm crops. A phosphate fertilizer is strongly 
r ecommended, and profitable increases will undoubtedly be secured from the 
use of rock phosphate or superphosphate. Which material should be employed 
cannot yet be stated, as the results with the two fertilizers were so much alike. 
The use of muriate of potash may be profitable under some conditions, but tests 
should be carried out before this fertilizer is used extensively. The application 
of a complete commercial fertilizer would not seem from these results to be as 
profitable as the use of superphosphate. The latter gave quite as large crop 
increases and it is less expensive. 

THE HUDSON FIELD 

The results secured on the Tama silt loam on the Hudson Field in Black Hawk 
County are given in table XVII. The beneficial effect of applications of manure 
on this soil type is evidenced by the increased crop yields secured in every season. 
In some cases very large increases were obtained, as, for example, on the oats in 
1919, on the corn in 1920, on the oats in 1922 and 1924, on the timothy in 192G 

TABLE XVI. FIELD EXPE RIMENT, CARRINGTON LOAM, FAYETTE COUNTY, 
MAYNARD FIELD 

0 z 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

8 

9 

Treatment 

Check 
Manure ......... ....................................... .......... ...... ... . 
Manure+Iimestone .... .. ........... .............................. . 
Manure+limestone+rock phosphate ............ ... . 
Check ....... .. .. ..................... ..................................... . 
Manu re+Iimestone+superphosphate ............... . 
Manure+limestone+superphosphate+ I 

potassium ··· ·····································••············· ·····1 

~:!!:~;~\~e.?~1?~.~!:t:~:~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::\ 
( 1 ) Clover stand, poor. Fair stand of timothy. 
(2) P lots were pastured. 

66.3 
70.3 
76.0 
74.3 
70.3 
73.4 

77.7 

76.5 
66.3 

,::..,j ~< !s< 
~~ "'" "' " 0,::,, O "' O "' A A "'. '" . "'. 

C>l " C>l " C>l" o,,a 0>.a o,,a 
r< r< r< 

45.1 74.6 61.0 
54.3 77.0 68.6 
59.8 74.6 75.7 
69.4 77.8 78.9 
53.4 75.1 66.4 
59.6 86.6 90.4 

63.6 I 93.6 I 88.8 

57.3185.8 
1
1 90.7 

57.0 71.8 73.5 

0.80 
1.02 
1.02 
1.22 
0.94 
1.18 

1.45 

1.17 
0.95 
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TABLE XVII. FIELD EXPERIMENT, TAMA SILT LOAM, BLACK HAWK COUNTY, 
HUDSON FIELD, SERIES II 

0 z 
0 
p:; 

1 
2 
3 
4 

5 

6 

i 
8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

::i ::i "'~ .,, 
"'"' !l ... ~ 
0 d 
o...j o< 
"'" O> ,_; 

oi~ '"' "' Treatment o, A ... ... 
Check -···········--··· ·····-···-····-···· 45.8 1 47.6 
Manure --·-···········•··········-····· 49.3 54.i 
Manure+lime ······-···•········· ·· 54.4 1 59.2 
Manure+lime+rock 

phosphate ...... .................. 56.5 64.9 
Manure+ lime+super-

phosphate --····· ··· ····· ········· 57.4 62.2 
Manure+ lime+complete 

commercial fe rtilizer ····-- 58.5 57.5 
Check ------------------ -- ·· ··············· 56.9 62.2 
Crop residues ...................... 54.7 62.2 
Crop residues+ lime ···--······· 57.9 64.6 
Crop residues+ lime+ 

rock phosphate ...... .... ..... . 62 .8 58.1 
Crnp residues+lime+ 

superphosphate ................ 55.6 55.8 
Crop residues+lime+ 

complete commercial 
fertilizer · ····· ·· ····-----··-·· ··-- 52.5 57.5 

Check ----------· ····· ·· ····· ·· ······ ····· 54.5 57.0 

(1) Four tons lime. H ail damaged corn. 
( 2) Yield on plot 7 eviden tly an error. 
(3) Cor n cut and put in silo. 
(4) Not very ripe when cut. 
( 5) Dry season. 

::i ::i ::i ::i ::i "'~ .,,~ .,,~ "'~ .,, 
::: :'.:-""' $5~ ""' "' ... ~ ... ,-.~ -;, 0 0 "' 0 

o...j o..,J O...j o...j O...j 
o,.. ...... "' .. "''"' ... ... 
"'"' ~~ ~~ ~~ C< "' o, A o, A ... ... ... ... ... 
53.2 -------- 44.8 54.0 40.3 
62.8 --- --- -- 53.1 59.6 50.6 
67.4 ........ 59.6 65.2 52.2 

73.3 -------- 58.1 61.4 63.4 

73.3 ....... . 53.2 59.6 63.7 

72.4 ........ 62.2 68.4 60.0 
44.0 -------- 41.4 54.8 50.6 
65.2 ··-····· 49.0 53.1 49.5 
il. 3 --- ----- 62.4 66.7 57.7 

74.9 ... ..... 59.6 65.7 66.4 

74.9 -------- 64.4 62.8 60.9 

74.1 ........ 71 .3 62.8 61.5 
71.3 -······· 59.7 50.2 48.7 

(6) High yields on crop residue series due to lower ground and more moi sture . 

"' 
" "" .£ 

:::,,, >. ::i "'::: --=~ .Q ... 0 o"' "-' - " > >. s~ .. 
6~< f<..,J 

0 
o ...j 

~.§ ~ "'" 
,-. ,. 

"' " "'"' O>- O> A o, A ... ... ... 
1.43 0.88 45.7 
1.64 1.16 64.3 
2.03 1.21 71.2 

2.02 1.55 66.3 

2.25 1.61 i 6.3 

2.09 1.64 75.6 
1.84 1.21 57.8 
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2.27 1.66 66.3 
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2.36 1.79 74.1 

2.52 2.03 70.2 
1.94 1.43 55.8 

and on the corn in 1927. In every case the manure brought about profitable 
increases in yields of the general farm crops. The application of lime with the 
manure increased the yields still more in every season, the beneficial effect being 
particularly evidenced on the clover and timothy in 1925. Appreciable crop 
increases were also secured, however, on the corn and oats grmvn in other seasons. 

The application of rock phosphate with the manure and lime increased the 
yields of crops in most seasons. The beneficial effect was especially evident on 
the oats in 1919, on the corn in 1920, on the oats in 1924 and on the timothy in 
1926. The superphosphate applied with the manure and lime showed slightly 
larger effects than the rock phosphate in one or two cases, but in general the 
differences between the yields sec ured with the two phosphates were slight. Only 
with the clover and timothy in 1925 and the corn in 1927 were there any great 
differences in favor of the superphosphate. The complete commercial fe rtilizer 
had a larger effect than the phosphates in one or two seasons, but in many cases 
it showed a smaller beneficial influence than did the superphosphate. The oats 
in 1922 were increased considerably by the complete commercial fertili zer. The 
corn in 1923 showed a larger effect from the complete fertilizer than from the 
phosphate. In several cases the differences were slight. 

The crop residues showed little effect on the crop yields, a beneficial effect 
being evident only in one or two cases. Lime with the crop residues increased 
the crop yields in every season, bringing about very pronounced gains with the 
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clover and timothy in 1925 and the timothy in 1926. In several seasons the oats 
and corn were also increased greatly by the use of lime, the effect being the 
greatest on the oats in 1922 and on the corp in 1923 and 1927. 

The rock phosphate with the crop residues and lime brought about large in­
creases in crop yields in most seasons. In general the gains were not large, but 
in several seasons they were definite. The superphosphate with the crop residues 
and lime showed slight ly larger effects than the rock phosphate in one or tw0 
cases, but in general the yields secured ·were similar to those secured on t he rock 
phosphate treated plots. The complete commercial fertilizer with the crop 
residues and lime had larger effects than the phosphates in se.-era l cases. Pr0 -

nounced gains were secured on the oats in 1922, on the elm-er and timothy in 
1925 and on the timothy in 1926. In several other seasons the complete fertilizer 
showed no greater influence on the yields than did the phosphates . 

These results indicate definitely the beneficial effects of applications of manure 
lime and a phosphate fertilizer to the Tama silt loam. The results previousl; 
discussed are confirmed. 

THE JESUP FIELD 

The results secured in the field experiment on the Carrington loam on the 
J esup field, Series II, in Black Hawk County, are given in table XVIII. 

The beneficial effect of manure on this soil type is evidenced by the increased 

TABLE XVIII. FIELD EXPERIMENT, CARRINGTON LOAM, BLACK HAWK COUNTY 
JESUP FIELD, SERIES II ' 
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crop yields secured in practically all seasons. Large gains resulted from the 
applications of manure on the clover in 1919, the clover and timothy in 1920 
and the corn in 1921, 1922, 1926 and 1927. Lime with the manure proved of 
value in practically all seasons, in many cases considerable increases in the yields 
of crops being secured. The oats in 1918, the clover and timothy in 1920, the 
oats in 1923, the clover in 1924 and the corn in 1927 showed pronounced effects 
from the addition of the lime. 

The application of rock phosphate with the manure and lime increased the 
crop yields in several seasons, altho in general no large effects were secured. 
Only with the corn in 1926 were there any large increases from the rock phos­
phate. In most cases the gains ·were small, and in one or two seasons no increases 
at all were secured. The superphosphate with the manure and lime had a larger 
effect than the rock phosphate in one or two instances, as for example, on the 
clover in 1919 and 1924. In most seasons small differences between the effects 
of the two phosphates were noted. The complete commercial fertilizer increased 
the crop yields slightly more than did the superphosphate in most seasons. In 
general, however, the differences were not very great, and in one or two cases 
the complete commercial fertilizer showed less effect than the phosphates. 

The crop residues had little effect on the crops grown in most seasons. In 
one or two cases increases were secured, as on the clover in 1924. Lime with the 
crop residues increased the crop yields only in one or two seasons. The rock 
phosphate with the crop residues and lime brought about pronounced increases 
in the yields of crops in several cases, but in two instances no effects were noted. 
The superphosphate with the crop residues and lime had a greater effect than 
the rock phosphate in most seasons. The differences in favor of the superphos­
phate in some cases were quite pronounced, as on the clover and timothy in 1920 
and on the clover in 1924. The complete commercial fertilizer with the crop 
residues and lime showed a larger effect on the crops grown in practically every 
season. In some cases considerable increases were secured. 

From these results it is apparent that the liberal addition of manure to this 
soil is very desirable for the best growth of general farm crops. The type is 
acid in reaction, and the application of lime is essential if the best crops of 
legumes are to be secured. The addition of a phosphate fertilizer is very desir­
able on this soil, and in many cases large increases in crop yields are secured 
from the application of rock phosphate or superphosphate. The use of a com­
plete commercial fertilizer does not seem to be as desirable as the use of a phos­
phate. 

'rHE WAVERLY FIELD 

The data secured from the field experiment on the Carrington loam on the 
Waverly Field No. II, Series I in Bremer County are given in table XIX. The 
beneficial influence of manure on this soil is shown by the increased crop yields 
secured in practically every season. In some cases very large gains were noted 
as for instance, on the clover in 1919, on the corn in 1924 and on the corn in 
1927. Lime with manure brought a bout increased crop yields in practically 
all seasons. The effect was particularly evidenced on the oats in 1921 and 1925 
and on the corn in 1927. The yield on plot 3 in 1919 was evidently abnormal 
for some reason. 
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The rock phosphate with the manure and lime increased the crop yields to a 
very pronounced extent in some seasons but in one or two cases showed no bene­
ficial effect. The clover in 1919 was increased to a large extent and this was 
true also of the oats in 1925 and the corn in 1927. The superphosphate showed 
a greater effect than the rock phosphate in most seasons. The differences, how­
ever, were generally not large. In one case the superphosphate showed less 
effect than the rock phosphate and in one instance the results were almost ex­
actly alike. The complete commercial fertilizer had a greater influence than 
the superphosphate in one or two cases but in general showed a similar effect to 
that brought about by the superphosphate. Large increases were noted, how­
ever, in 1925 from the complete commercial fertilizer. 

The crop residues had little effect on the various crops grown. Lime with 
the r esidues increased the crop yields in all cases and in some instances very 
large gains were noted, particularly on the clover in 1919 and 1922 and on the 
co111 in 1927. Large effects were also shown on the oats in 1921 and 1925. The 
rock phosphate with the crop residues and lime increased the crop yields to a 
considerable extent in practically every case. The largest influence was noted 
on the clover crops and on the oats in 1925. The superphosphate with the crop 
residues and lime had a larger effect than the rock phosphate in practically every 

'rABLE XIX. FIELD EXPERIMENT, CARRINGTON LOAM, BREMER COUNTY, 
WAVERLY FIELD, NO. 2, SERIES I 
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1 Check ······------------····--·······-··-· 42.81 1.50 47.8 25.7 2.22 -------- 11.0 -------- -------- 40.4 
2 Manure ········-····· ····· ·· ·- ···· ·---- 61.0 1.75 56.5 34.3 2.20 ········ 24.7 63.9 ........ 53.3 
3 Manure+lime ---------------------- 64.9 1 1.10 57.5 50.6 2.32 -------- 30.4 77.7 ········ 65.8 
4 Manure+lime+rock 

phosphate ························ 1 65.5 1 2.60 I 58.0 40.3 2.10 ···-···· 34.3 87.8 -------- 63.4 
5 Manure+lime+complete 

commercial fertilizer ---··· 72.1 2.35 44.0 35.7 2.78 -----··- 42.1 103.3 ----···· 62.9 
6 Manure+ lime+super-

phosphate ··················•··•·· 67.2 2.85 47.0 42.0 2.90 ........ 38.2 89.3 -······· 67.3 
7 Check •························· ·········· 55.1 1.55 36.6 30.6 1.76 -----·-- 19.2 59.9 -·-····· 36. i 
8 Crop residues ···········•···-······ 49.6 1.05 39.6 20.3 1.24 ........ 18.8 51.7 . ....... 38.6 
9 Crop residues+lime -------·-··· 66.2 1.50 40.8 30.4 1.84 ········ 20.3 62.1 ······ •• 55.5 

10 Crop residues+lime+ 
rock phosphate ................ 70.0 1.75 41.6 40.6 2.16 . .... ... 20.5 85.3 -------- 59.8 

11 1 Crop residues+lime+ I 

12 \ 
superphosphate ------ ----------1 8~.2 1 

2.55 43.3 1 38.4 2.70 ........ 23.1 86.9 ·•··•··· 61.4 
Crop residues+lime+ 

complete commercial 

)3 I Ch~~~il~~~r .. :::::::::::::::::::::::::::: I 88.6 ; 2.10 45.8 1 46.0 2.70 •······· 22.4 86.5 ........ 51.6 
79.7 1.55 35.1 26.7 1.48 .. ...... 16.3 53.4 . ....... 33.4 

(1) Six tons lime, fall 1917. 
(2) Soybeans planted in corn, both crops poor. ,Vet spring injured plots in center series . Plots 5 

and 6 and crop r esidue plots weedy. 
( 3) Plot 3 too high, many morning glory vines on plot. 
( 4) Stand uneven on 2 and 4. 
(5) No crop yields secured owing to drought. 
(6) Crop damaged by frost-phosphate plots showed more maturity. 
(7) Barley seeded by mistake on plot 1. Unable to account for hi gh y ield on plot 5. 
( 8) Fielcl pastured-no results taken . 
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TABLE XX. FIELD EXPERIMENT, CARRINGTON LOAM, BREMER COUNTY, 
WAVERLY F I ELD, NO. 2, SERIES II 
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Manure+ lime ········· ············· 56.8 61.9 1.36 1.87 62 .3 57.0 
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Check ----------··-····· ····•···--- -- --- -- 48.i 35.4 0.84 1.17 45.i 34.2 

Crop residues ····-···· ·· ············· 46.4 39.4 0.67 1.09 41.4 34.0 

Crop residues+lime ---·· ···--·· 50.0 48 .3 0.87 1.26 50.6 45.2 

Crop residues+lime+ 
rock phosphate -·········---- -- 56.7 40.8 [ 1.14 1.44 52.0 46.5 

Crop residues+lime+ 
47_3 \ superphosphate --····--·· ··---- 48.7 1 1.11 1.63 51.4 47.5 

Crop residues+lime+ 
I complete commercial 

fertilizer .......................... 42.7 ·1 53.51 1.32 2.10 60.8 50.7 

Check ---···· ·· ···· ···· ·•·•······ ·· ··-···· 33.4 32.9 0.33 0.87 34.8 43.2 

(1) Six tons lime, fall 1917. H eavy rains wash~d 11, 12 and 13 badly. 
( 2) Plots 1 and 2 poorer in fertility than other plots. 

Dry season. 
P lot 13 high, prot-ably due to manure application made thru error. 
Low yield on plot 12 due to part of crop Jost in threshing. 
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42.8 0.39 ---· ···· 0.51 
49.7 0.45 0.76 1.46 
66.4 2.66 1.28 2.52 

64.9 2.72 1.61 3.19 

75.8 3.03 1.65 3.18 

65.3 3.03 1.35 3.12 
42.5 0.62 0.67 0.96 
48.3 0.62 0.69 0.79 
55.5 2.93 1.10 1.72 

74.7 3.02 1.11 2.04 

70.9 3.02 1.36 2.21 

51.2 2.96 1.31 2.55 
37.8 0.45 0.69 0.56 

(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 
(7) 

Grasshoppers destroyed the crop on plot 1 and damaged west side of all plots. 
Two cuttings. First cutting mostly timothy on plots 1 and 1 3. Timothy seeded in 1926 to thicken 

stand. 

season. In some seasons the gains were pronounced, as on the clover in 1919 
and 1922. In other cases the differences were not large. The complete com­
mercial fertilizer with the crop residues and lime had about the same effect, as 
did the superphosphate, showing a slightly greater influence in some cases and 

a smaller effect in others. 
The results secured on the Carrington loam on the Waverly field No. II, Series 

II, in Bremer County, are given in table XX. Here again the beneficial in­
fluence of manure on this soil is evidenced by the great increases in crop yields 
secured in practically every season. The clover in 1920 and 1921, the corn in 
1922 and 1923 and the alfalfa in 1927 showed the largest influence from the 
use of manure. The application of lime with the manure brought about distinct 
gains in crop yields in every season. I n some cases the gains were very large, 
as on the clover in 1920 and 1921, the sweet clover in 1925, the corn in 1923, 
the oats in 1924 and the alfalfa in 1926 and 1927. 

The rock l)hosphate with the manure and lime had a beneficial effect on the 
crop yields in most seasons. The differences, howeYer, were small and in some 
cases no gains were noted. The superphosphatc with the manure and lime in­
creased the yields considerably in most seasons, the largest effect being noted 
on the clover and alfalfa , altho there also was a large effect on the oats in 1924. 
The complete commercial fe r t ilizer showed a somewhat grea ter effect than the 
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superphosphate in some cases but in several instances did not bring about as 
large increases. 

The crop residues had little effect on th.e crop yields, small increases beino­
~oted only in one or two cases. Lime with the residues increased the crop yield~ 
~n a very pronounced way, in some cases bringing about large increases, as, for 
mstance, on the sweet clover in 1925 and on the alfalfa in 1926 and 1927. The 
rock phosphate with the crop residues and lime increased the yields in most 
cases, the differences being considerable on the clover crops and on the oats in 
1924. The superphosphate with the crop residues and lime showed a larger 
Pffect than the rock phosphate in one or two cases, but the differences were not 
large and in general the two phosphates seemed to give about the same returm. 
The complete commercial fert ilizer showed a larger effect than the superphos­
phate in some cases, particularly on the clover and timothy in 1921 and on the 
alfalfa in 1927, but in other instances there were smaller effects from the com­
pkte ferti lizer. 

These results as a whole serve to confirm the conclusions from the experi­
ments on the same soil type from Black Hawk County. 

THE SPRINGVILLE FIELD 

. The results secured on the Carrington silt loam on the SprinO'ville Field Series 
I , in Linn County are given in table XXI. Beneficial effects 

0

of manure 
1

0n this 
soil are definitely shown by these results. Considerable increases in crop yi~lds 

TABLE XXI. FIELD EXPERIMENT, CARRINGTON SILT LOAM LINN COUNTY, 
SPRINGVILLE FIELD, SERIES I ' 
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1 Check ·· ·· ·--- ---············ ···· ·-···•·•· 2.25 58.6 46.5 44.8 
2 Manure+ lime -•· ·•····· ············ 2.47 64.8 63.3 36.4 
3 Manure --- ·· ··· ··--·······-····· ······· 2.40 63.7 51.1 46.9 
4 Manure+lime+rock 

phosphate ---··· ··-·--····-······· 2.70 60.8 66.1 42.8 
5 [ Manure+ lime+super-

phosphate -----··-····· ···-····· ·· 2.70 67.1 60.8 46.3 
6 Manure+ lime+complete 

commercial f ertilizer ····-- 2.70 64.5 61.0 49.2 
7 Check ---------········ ·· ·····-···· ······- 1.65 60.0 51.9 36.9 
8 Crop residues ·····················- 2.05 62.5 55.0 42.8 
9 Crop residues+lime ··········-· 2.02 49.4 59.6 38.9 

10 Crop rnsidues+lime+ 
rock phosphate .. .. ............ 2.16 1 55.7 58.5 43.6 

11 Crop residues+ lime+ 
superphosphate ········-······· 2.47 55.4 58.5 48.4 

12 Crop residues+ fone+ 
complete commercial 

13 I f ertilizer ·· ········ ·· ··· ·· ···-···-- 2.19 33.1 57.3 37.8 
Check ·· ········ ··-·-····················- 1.80 45.7 41.1 36.0 

(1) Three and one-h alf ton s lime, fall 1917. 
(2) P lots 10, 11 , 12 a nd 13 on low gr oun1, poor stand , 
(3) P lot 2, small ditch, abnormal yield. 
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(4) Clover down badly on 5 and 6, and 11 and 12; only 85% could be cut. 
( 5 ) Season dry , 
( 6 ) Field w as r epl anted and corn did not mature ; no r esult taken. 
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53.9 41.6 21.5 
72.4 49.3 33.8 
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71.6 50.4 45.5 

68.6 47.4 41.9 

74.1 47.4 37.8 
43.6 34.4 35.1 
47.4 37.8 36.8 
62.1 38.6 41.9 

64.8 36.8 52.0 

62.2 37.0 48.5 

72.4 38.6 56.6 
45.3 30.9 45.5 
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were secured from the use of manure in practically all cases. In some seasons 
the crops were increased to a large extent, n,s was the case with the corn in 1923. 
The application of lime along with the manure increased the crop yields in most 
seasons. In several cases large benefits were secured from the use of this material, 
as, on the corn in 1920 and on the oats in 1925. 

The rock phosphate with the manure and lime showed very definite increases 
in crop yields in practically all seasons. In some cases the gains were striking, 
as, for example, on the clover in 1922, on the corn in 1923 and on the oats in 
1927. The super-phosphate with the manure and lime gave larger increases than 
the rock phosphate in several cases but in others the rock phosphate proved 
somewhat superior. The differences were not great, however, in any instance. 
The complete commercial fertilizer showed slightly smaller yields than the super­
phosphate in some seasons but in other cases had a somewhat larger effect. 

The crop residues brought about incre2.ses in the yields in most seasons. Lime 
with the r esidues had a beneficial effect in several cases, the largest influence 
being secured on the oats in 1925. Rock phosphate with the crop residues and 
lime had a beneficial effect on the crop yields in all but two cases. In some 
seasons the influence was very large, as, for example, on the clover in 1922, on 
the corn in 1923 and on the oats in 1927. The superphosphate with the crop 
residues and lime showed a larger effect than the rock phosphate in several 
seasons, but in other cases the influence was very similar to that secured from 
the rock phosphate. In one case there was a very pronounced difference in favor 
of the rock phosphate. The complete commercial fertilizer showed a smaller 
effect than the superphosphate in most seasons, and in three cases where a larger 
influence was exerted the differences were not large enough to be of significance. 

From these results it is apparent that manure is of great value on the Car­
rington silt loam and liberal additions of this material should be made. The 
type is acid in reaction, and the use of lime is, therefore, very desirable for the 
best growth of legumes. Beneficial effects will also be secured from the use of 
lime on other general farm crops. Applications of a phosphate fertilizer are 
to be recommended. Whether superphosphate or rock phosphate should be em­
ployed cannot be definitely stated at the present time. 

THE OSAGE FIELD 

The results secured on the Carrington silt loam on the Osage Field in Mitchell 
County are given in table XXII. The application of manure to this soil type 
proved valuable in increasing crop yields. Only in one season was there no con­
siderable increase in the crops grown. In some cases very large gains were noted, 
as, for example, on the oats in 1920, on the clover in 1921 on the corn in 1922 , ' 
on the clover and timothy in 1925 and on the corn in 1926. The use of lime 
with manure gave further increases in the yields of crops in most seasons. In 
one or two cases no increases were noted. In general, however , the gains were 
pronounced. The corn in 1919 and in 1927 was benefited to a considerable ex­
tent. The clover in 1921, the corn in 1923 an.cl the clover and timothy in 1925 
were materially increased by the use of the lime. 

The application of rock phosphate with the manure and lime proved of value 
on practically all the crops grown. Only in one case was there no evidence of 
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TABLE XXII. FIELD EXPERIMENT, CARRINGTON SILT LOAM, MITCHELL 
COUNTY, OSAGE FIELD, SERI ES I 
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.52.8 60 .0 60.3 1.55 68.0 50.8 71.0 

Manure+ lime ...................... 52.8 70.0 56.3 1.98 68.0 64.1 82.8 
Manure+lime+ rock 

phosphate -······ ···--·••0.•·•···· 54.8 72.0 61.2 1.94 74.3 70.7 86.5 
Manure+lime+super-

phosphate ---·-····· · · · ···-· ······ 56.4 77.0 61.2 1.82 76.0 70.7 98.0 
Manure+Jime+complete 

commercial fertilizer ------ 44.5 79.0 67.3 1.63 72.3 70 .2 102.9 
Check --·-····· ···-·--····· ·•·· ····· ·-··-· 38.8 67 .0 59.8 1.48 50.0 53.7 74.3 
Crop residues ······----- -------- --- 37.7 65.0 55.0 1.55 51.4 52.0 71.8 
Crop r esidues+ lime ---------- 39.4 74.0 50.3 1.55 58.3 65.2 81.6 
Crop residues+lime+ 

rock phosphate -- ----- --------- 47.4 75.0 61.8 1.55 57.7 64.4 90.3 
Crop residues+lime+ 

superphosphate •------ -• •-n--- 44.2 73.0 59.8 1.44 62.3 64.9 78.4 
Crop residues+lime+ 

complete commercial 
f ertilizer -------------------------- 48.8 78.0 67.3 1.79 65.5 1 69.9 87.1 

Check -----------------------···---- ---- -- 39.7 67.0 53.1 1.59 52.3 53.2 75.6 

( 1) Four tons lime applied . 
(2) l'lot 1, low y ield , oats down badly; four tons lime applied in September. 
(3) Clover pastured heavily in spring. 
( 4) Corn down b adly on checks and crop r esidue plots. 
( 5) Dry w eather r educed yields . 
(6) Poor stand on plot 1 1 due to pocket gophers. 
(7) Clover mostly killed out in spring due to ice sheet; good stand of timothy. 
( 8) Plot 10 d amaged by gophers. 
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0.97 37.3 25.9 
1.25 51.4 26.6 
1.64 56.0 41.4 

1.68 57.0 43.5 

1.90 55.7 40.9 

1.92 60.8 38.8 
1.12 46.6 25.5 
1.14 41.3 25.9 
1.63 52.0 38.0 

1.94 52.5 25.6 

2.07 51.2 35.9 

1.55 50.9 37.3 
0.88 44.0 30.4 

an increased crop yield. The superphosphate with the manure and lime showed 
better results than the rock phosphate in most cases. The oats in 1924 and the 
clover and timothy in 1925 showed much larger effects from the superphosphate 
than from the rock phosphate. The complete commercial fertilizer with the 
manure and lime showed somewhat larger effects than the superphosphate in 
several seasons. In general, however, the differences were small, and in one or 
two cases the complete fertilizer did not give as large increases on the crops 
grown as did the superphosphate. 

The crop residues showed little effect on the various crops grown. Lime with 
the crop residues increased the yields in practically all seasons. In some instances 
very large gains were noted, as, for example, on the corn in 1919, on the corn 
in 1923, on the oats in 1924, on the clover and timothy in 1925, on the corn in 
1926 and on the corn in 1927. 

The rock phosphate with the crop residues and lime showed a beneficial effect 
on the crops grown in most cases. In one or two instances large increases were 
secured, as, on the oats in 1920, on the oats in 1924 and on the clover and timothy 
in 1925. 

The clover in 1921 and the corn in 1922, 1923 and 1927 showed no beneficial 
effects from the rock phosphate. The superphosphate with the crop residues 
and lime showed a slightly greater effect than did the rock phosphate in only 
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three seasons. In most cases the benefits were less pronounced than from the 
rock phosphate, altho, generally, the differences were small. The complete com­
mercial fertilizer had a larger effect than the phosphates in most seasons, but 
the differences were not very great. 

These results, as a whole, confirm the conclusions drawn from the experiment 
on the same type in Linn County. 

THE NEEDS OF WINNESHIEK COUNTY SOILS AS INDICATED 
BY LABORATORY, GREENHOUSE AND FIELD TESTS 

The laboratory, greenhouse and field experiments which have been discussed 
earlier in this report have given rather definite indications of the needs of some 
of the more important soils in the county. Certain general recommendations 
may, therefore, be given for the handling of the soils of the county, and definite 
sug·gestions can be offered regarding the best treatments for some of the soil 
types. Specific treatments for the various soils will be given under the dis­
cussion of the individual soil types in a later section. General principles for 
the management of the soils will be considered here. 

The recommendations given here are based upon the tests conducted in the 
laboratory and greenhouse, in the field in this county, on similar soil types in 
other comities and also upon the experiences of many farmers. Only those 
suggestions are offered which have been found to be of considerable value by 
practical experience. Any of the recommendations made may be put into effect 
on any farm. 

In several instances it is suggested that tests be carried out on individual 
farms. Many farmers are already carrying out . tests on their own farms at the 
present time and are securing results which are of much value to themselves 
and to their neighbors ,vho are located on the same soils. The Soils Section of 
the Iowa Agricultural Experiment Station•:; will gladly aid farmers who wish 
to conduct tests on their own soils. 

LIMING 

All the soils of "\Vinneshiek County, except the Cass types on the bottoms and 
the _Dubuque silt loam on the residual uplands, are acid in reaction and in need 
of lime. In practically all cases where the surface soils are acid the lower soil 
layers are also acid, and hence the need of lime is shown not 01;ly by the tests 
made on the surface soils but also by the tests of the subsurface soils and subsoils. 

The limestone requirements of the various soil types are given earlier in this 
re?ort. These data, however, merely indicate the lime needs of the individual 
smls. There is a wide variation in the lime requirements of soils of the same 
typ~ un~er different ~o~ditions or even in different fields. It is always necessary, 
!herefme, that the soil many field be tested for lime needs before any application 
~ ~ made. Only by such a test will it be possible to apply the proper amount of 
lime and secure t~e best a~d most profitable results from the application. Far­
mers may t~st thell' o:vn soils for acidity and need for lime, but it will generally 
be more s~tisfactory if they will send a small sample to the Soils Section of the 
Iowa Agricultural Experiment Station and have it tested free of charge. 

• See Circ. 97 of the Iowa A gricultural Experiment Station. 
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The experimental work with lime has shown definite beneficial effects from 
its application. The results discussed earlier in this report indicated the large 
increases in crop yields which follow the use o.f lime on acid soils in this county. 
Not only are the yields of crops like legumes, which are very sensitive to acidity, 
increased enormously, but the yields of other general farm crops are also in­
creased; often to a very profitable extent. The experiences of many farmers 
c01ifirm the results of these tests. It is a commonly accepted fact that the best 
crop growth will not be secured on acid soils, and the value of applications of 
lime is well known. All the soils of "\Vinneshiek County, except the Cass and 
Dubuque types, should be tested for lime needs, and lime should be applied as 
needed if the most satisfactory crop yields are to be secured. Tests should be 
made at least once in a four-year rotation, preceding the legume crop, in order 
that the reaction of the soil may be the best for the legume crop. One applica­
tion of lime will not serve for all time. The soils must be tested regularly and 
lime must be applied to keep the reaction of the soil basic. Further information 
regarding the use of lime on soils, the losses by leaching and other points con­
nected with liming are given in Extension Bulletin No. 105 of the Iowa Agricul-
tural Extension Service. , 

MANURING 

The most extensive upland soils of Winneshiek County are fairly well supplied 
with organic matter. Many of them are dark or even black in color, indicating 
a good supply of organic matter and nitrogen. In some of the minor sandy types, 
however, the color is lighter, and the supply of organic matter is not so good. 
On these soils the addition of organic matter is necessary at the present time, 
if the soil is to be made properly productive. The Lindley loam and the shallow 
phase of this type, the Carrington fine sandy loam and the Dickinson sandy loam 
on the drift uplands, the Clinton silt loam, the Fayette silt loam and the Fayette 
fine sand on the loess uplands, the Buckner, 0 'Neill and Plainfield types on the 
terraces, the Cass types on the bottoms, and the Boone fine sandy loam on the 
residual upland will all respond to applications of organic matter. They are 
not extremely low in this constituent, but there is need for the addition of or­
ganic matter. On the other types in the county the use of organic matter is 
necessary, occasionally, if the supply is to be kept up. Even tho the soils are 
now dark in color and apparently well supplied with organic matter, it is nec­
essary that additions of organic matter be made regularly, or eventually a de­
ficiency will occur. 

Farm manure is the most valuable fertilizing material available for use on 
the soils of this county and it is the chief source of organic matter. Its applica­
tion will be particularly valuable on the light colored, sandy textured types, 
altho large increases are also secured from its use on the dark colored, heavier 
textured soils. On the former the applications may be heavier, while on the 
latter types smaller amounts of manure should be employed. 

The data given earlier in this report have shown the large Yalue of manure 
on some of the main types in the c01mty. The Tama silt loam, the Carrington 
loam, the Carrington silt loam and the Fayette silt loam have all given a definite­
ly profitable response to the addition of manure. The effects from the use of 
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manure would undoubtedly be even more striking in the case of the other soil 
types in the county. 

On the livestock farm the amount of manure produced is often inadequate 
to supply the needs of all the soils and in such cases some other means of supply­
ing organic matter must be employed. On the grain farm little or no manure 
is produced, and some material is needed as a substitute for farm manure. In 
both cases, the turning m1der of leguminous crops as green manures is a very 
desirable practice. Green manuring with legumes adds large amounts of or­
ganic matter and also adds large quantities of nitrogen to the soil if the legumes 
are well inoculated, as they should be when properly grown. Unquestionably 
many of the soils in Winneshiek County would respond profitably to green 
manuring, and the practice is to be recommended, especially on the grain farm 
and on the lighter-colored, coarser-textured soil types. 'Wherever the soil is low 
in organic matter and nitrogen, which is indicated by a light color, green manur­
ing with a legume will be of value. Green manuring, as a supplement to farm 
manure or as a substitute for it, is a good practice. Care should always be ex­
ercised, however, when green manuring is practiced, as undesirable results may 
occur if the conditions in the soil are not right for the proper decomposition of 
the green material. 

The utilization of all crop residues produced on the farm also aids materially 
in maintaining the supply of organic matter in the soil. 

THE USE OF COMMERCIAL FERTILIZERS 
The analyses of the soils of the com1ty, which have been discussed earlier in 

this report, show no large supply of phosphorus in any of the types. In most 
cases the phosphorus content is so low as to indicate a probable deficiency in 
available phosphorus now or in the near future . There is a strong probability 
that phosphorus fertilizers would have large value in many cases at the present 
time. 

The data obtained in the greenhouse and field tests which have been reported 
show a definite benefit from rock phosphate and superphosphate on some of the 
more extensively developed types. The Tama silt loam, the Carrington silt loam, 
the Carrington loam and the Fayette silt loam have responded very profitably 
to the application of a phosphate fertilizer. In some cases the superphosphate 
has seemed preferable, while in other instances the rock phosphate has given 
just as satisfactory results. 

Rock phosphate is usually applied at the rate of one ton per acre once in the 
four-year rotation. It may possibly be used, however, with just as great effects 
at the rate of 1,000 pounds per acre once in four years. The superphosphate 
is applied at the rate of 150 pounds per acre annually or three years out of four 
. . ' 
m the four-year rotat10n. The superphosphate is more expensive than the rock 
phosphate but it is applied in smaller amounts. It supplies the element phos­
phorus in a form readily available to the plant, while the rock phosphate carries 
the element in a form from which it must be changed into an available form. 
Hence many times, the rock phosphate does not show its greatest effect until 
the second year after application. 

Definite recommendations cannot yet be made regarding the relative value of 
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the two phosphates on the various soil types. It is recommended and urged, 
therefore, that farmers test both materials on their own soils and thus determine 
for their particular conditions which will be the more desirable to use. Simple 
tests may be carried out on any farm. Directions for such tests are given in 
Circular 97 of the Iowa Agriculturnl Experiment Station. 

The soils of Winneshiek County seem to be fairly well supplied with nitrogen, 
but there are some cases where the content of this element is low. Wherever 
nitrogen is not present in sufficient amount to meet the needs of crops, the addi­
tion of some material supplying nitrogen is necessary. In all cases, however, 
it is necessary that some nitrogen fertilizer be used at regular intervals, if the 
supply of nitrogen is to be kept up. The growth of crops removes some nitrogen 
and there is a constant loss in drainage water. Additions must be made or the 
nitrogen supply will very quickly become inadequate for the best crop yields. 
The use of a nitrogenous ferti lizer is especially needed at the present time on 
the light-colored, coarse-textured soils. 

Green manuring with legumes is the best means of supplying nitrogen to the 
land. When well-inoculated, legumes take a large part of their nitrogen from 
the atmosphere and when the crop is turned under in the soil there is a corres­
ponding increase in the nitrogen content of the soil. The practice of green manur­
ing may be of large value on many of the soils in Winneshiek County at the pres­
ent time. It has a double value, as has been noted, in that it also supplies or­
ganic matter as well as nitrogen. 

The proper preservation and application of farm manure will aid materially 
in maintaining the supply of nitrogen in the soil, as the manure returns to the 
land a large part of the nitrogen removed by the crops. On the livestock farm, 
then, manure may be considered the most important nitrogenous fertilizer. 
Manure also supplies organic matter and certain plant food constituents and 
stimulates the production of available plant food in the soil. On the grain farm 
the use of legumes as green manures is the chief means of building up and keep­
ing up the nitrogen supply. Crop residues also supply nitrogen and in all types 
of farming the proper utilization of all the residues will aid materially in main­
taining the supply of nitrogen. 

The use of commercial nitrogenous fertilizers is probably unnecessary on the 
soils of Winneshiek County at the present time. The proper use of farm manure, 
cr~p residues and legumes as green manures should supply sufficient nitrogen. 
Small amounts of commercial nitrogen carriers may be used as top dressings in 
certain cases with profitable results. Tests of such materials should always be 
carried out, hO\vever, before extensive applications are made. 

According to previous analyses, the amount of potassium present in the soils 
of the county should be sufficient to supply the needs of crops for many years 
to come. 'Whether or not there is an adequate production of available potassium 
to keep crops supplied depends upon the soil conditions. If the land is well 
drained and properly cultivated, if it is manured or green manured and if it 
is well supplied with lime and is not acid in reaction, the production of availabfo 
potassium should be rapid enough to meet the requirements of crops. All the 
farming operations which improve the soil will, therefore, tend to increase the 
production of available potassium. Possibly, potassium fertilizers may be of 
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value on some of the. soils, if the processes which lead to the making of potassium 
available are not proceeding properly. Small amounts of a commercial potassium 
carrier, as a top dressing, may yield profitable results. Tests of these fertilizers 
should always be carried out on a small scale before any extensiYe applicatio:1 
is made. 

Increased yields haYe been secured in some cases with a complete commercial 
fertilizer. The tests described earlier in this report haYe shown the beneficial 
effects of a standard brand of a complete fertilizer on some of the more extensive 
soil types occurring in this county. In general, however, the phosphates gave 
as good results and, inasmuch as they are much less expensive, it seems that they 
would be more desirable for general use. Tests of any complete fertilizer should 
be carried out in comparison with super-phosphate before the material is used 
extensively. It must bring about much larger increases in crop yields than the 
super-phosphate if it is to be as profitable for use. There is no objection to the 
application of a complete fertilizer.. It is simply a matter of the profit secured; 
thus far, greater profits have generally been obtained from the superphosphate 
when applied to general farm crops. Farmers . who are interested are urged to 
test any complete fertilizer under their own conditions and thus determine 
whether or not it can be applied with more profit than the superphosphate. 

DRAINAGE 

As has been noted previously, the natural drainage system of the county is 
adequate in most cases, and the soils of the county, as a whole, are fairly well 
drained. In some areas, however, the land is not properly drained naturally. 
Along some of the smaller streams, where the valleys are shallow and the topog­
raphy of the land is gently rolling to flat, and at the heads of drainageways, 
there is apt to be a rather poorly drained condition. In some soils, too, the sub­
soil is rather heavy and impervious, and the drainage of such types is restricted. 
Installation of tile is desirable, in many cases, under such conditions. In all 
parts of the county, where drainage conditions are not entirely satisfactory, 
tiling will generally be of distinct value. 

The Clyde silty clay loam on the drift uplands is especially in need of drain­
age. It is the outstanding type in the county which is naturally poorly drained. 
There are also areas in the Carrington loam and in the Carrington silt loam 
where drainage would be of value. On the terraces the Bremer soils are par­
ticularly in need of drainage, and on the bottoms the Wabash soils are poorly 
drained. In the latter case the soils must be protected from overflow if they 
are to be satisfactorily cropped, which must be done before drainage will be of 
any large value. 

Whenever a soil is too wet, good crop yields will not be secured. The first 
treatment needed on some of the soils of "\V"inneshiek County is the installation 
of tile in order to bring about adequate drainage. No fertilizing material will 
be of any value if the soil is too wet. The expense of tiling may be considerable, 
but farmers will find that the increased crop yields will soon more than pay 
for the installation. In some instances tiling will mean the difference between 
a crop failure and a profitable crop. 
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THE ROT AITION OF CROPS 

Many experiments and much experience have demonstrated conclusively that 
the continuous growing of one crop will quickl~ reduce the fertility of the soil. 
Farmers who follow this practice soon note a gradual decrease in the yields of 
crops, and finally the yields will become so low as to be unprofitable. In spite 
of the general knowledge of this fact, the large money value of some crop often 
leads farmers to follow this very undesirable practice of continuous cropping. 

Data have been secured which show definitely that the rotation of crops is 
a much more profitable practice than continuous cropping, even if crops of lower 
money value are included in the rotation. This is due to the fact that under a 
rotation system crop yields are not decreased as rapidly as when one crop is 
grown continuously. It has also been shown that it is possible to maintain the 
fertility of a soil much more readily under a rotation system. 

While no rotation experiments have been carried out in Winneshiek County, 
some general recommendations may be given regarding rotations which will 
probably prove of most value in this county. From among the rotations listed 
below some one may be chosen for use in this county, or to serve as a basis upon 
which a rotation may be worked out for any individual farm conditions. 

1. SIX-YEAR ROTATION 
First year-Corn 
8cconcl year-Corn 
Third year-vVheat or oats (with clover or clover and grass) 
Fo1,rth year-Clover, or clover and grass 
Fi ft h year-Wheat (with clover) or grass and clover 
Sixth year-Clover, or clover and grass 

This rotation may be r educed to a five-year rotation by cutting out either 
the second or sixth year and to a four-year rotation by omitting the fifth and 
sixth years. 

2. FOUR OR FIVE-YEAR ROTATION 
First year-Corn 
Seconil year-Corn 
Third year-Wheat or oats (wHh clover or with clover and timothy) . . 
Fourth year--Clover ( if timothy was seeded with the clover the precechng year the rotation 

may be ext ended to fiye years. 'l.'he last crop will consist principally of timothy) 

3. FOUR-YEAR ROTATION WITH ALFALFA 
First year-Corn 
Seconcl year-Oats 
Third year-Clover 
Fo·nrth year-'\Vheat . 
F·if th year-Alfalfa (The crop may r~main 0~1 the land for five years. 'l.' \us field should 

then be used for the four-year rotation outlined above and the alfalfa slufted to one of 
the fields which previously was in the fom-year system) 

4. FOUR-YEAR ROTATIONS 
First year-Wheat (with clover) 
S econd year-Corn 
T hird year-Oats (with clover) 
Fo1.rth year-Clover 

First year-Com 
Second year-Wheat or oats (with clover) 
Thircl year-Clover 
Fomth year-Wheat (with clover) 

First year-1Vheat (with cloYer) 
Second year-Clover 
Third year-Corn 
Fo11rth ywr-Oat s (with clover) 
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5. 'l'HREE-YEAR ROTA'l'IONS 
First year-Com . . 
S econd year-Oats or wheat (with clover seeded w1_th the gram) . 
Third year-Clover ( In grain farming only the gram and clover seec1 should be sold, mos~ 

of the crop res idues such as corn stover and straw should be _plowed under. The clo:•e1 
:may b e clipped and left on the land to b e returned to the soil and only the seed taken 
from the second crop ) 

First year-Corn . 
S econcl year--Oats or wheat (,nth sweet cl0Ye1) . . . , " . , 
'l'hircl year-8,Yect clover ( the clover may be mned clovers a!1d used la1 gelj a~ pastm e an l 

green rnanme.) _( 'l'his may be changed to a two-year rotation by plowmg unde1 the sweet 
cloYer the follo,\'111g spnng for corn.) 

First year-Wheat (with clo rnr ) 
S econcl year-Corn 
Third yectr-Cm\'peas 01· soyb eans 

THE PREVENTION OF EROSION 
Erosion is the carrying away of the surface soil by the free movement of water 

over the surface of the land, known as sheet erosion, or the washing away of 
the soil with the formation of gullies, gulches or ravines. 

Erosion occurs to some extent in the soils of 'Winneshiek County. On the 
drift uplands the Lindley loam is subject to considerable washing ; the shallow 
phase of the type having been formed by the washing away of the surface soil. 
Some of the other types on the uplands are also badly washed in some areas. 
Wherever erosion occurs, some means to prevent and control it should be adopted. 

The methods to be followed for the control and prevention of erosion in Iowa 
depend upon the type of erosion. Erosion due to "dead furrows" may be con­
trolled by "plowing in," by "staking in" or by the use of earth dams. 

Small gullies may be filled by the "staking in" operation, by the use of straw 
dams, earth dams, Christopher or Dickey dams, Adams dams, stone dams, rubbish 
dams woven wire dams, or concrete dams. They may be prevented from occur­
ring by thoro drainage or by the use of sod strips. Large gullies are similarly 
filled or prevented from occurring. Erosion in bottomlands may be prevented by 
straightening the streams, by tiling and by planting trees up the drainage chan­
nels . Hillside erosion is controlled by the use of organic matter, by growing 
cover crops, by contour discing, by terracing, by deep plowing and by the use 

of sod strips.* 

INDIVIDUAL SOIL TYPES IN WINNESHIEK COUNTY*'~ *~":' 

There are 32 individual soil types in Winneshiek County and these, with the 
shallow phase Lindley loam and the areas of muck and rough stony land, make 
a total of 35 separate soil areas. They are divided into five groups on the basis 
of their origin and location, namely : drift soils, loess soils, terrace soils, swamp 
and bottomland soils and residual soils. 

* See Bulletin 183. Soil Erosion in Iowa, Iowa Agricultural Experiment Station and Extension 
Service Bulletins 93 , 94, 95, 96, Agr . Extension Service; Iowa State College . 

** The descriptions of the ind ividual soil types given in the Bureau of Soils report have been closely 
followed in t hi s section of the r eport. 

*** \Vinneshiek County adjoins Fayette County on _the sout1~; in certain sma11 areas _the soil s o! these 
two counties do not SP.etn to agree. These apparent discrepancies are due to changes 1n corr~lat10n ::e­
sulting from a full er knowledge of the soils of the state, as where the Thurston. sandy loam 111 Fayette 
'County is changed to Dickinson sandy loam in Winneshiek County and the Carr1ng~n fine. sandy loam 
to Cass fine sandy loam. The Plai~field lo.am of. Fayette Co_unty has not be extended mto this county on 
account of its very small area but 1s combJned with the Plainfield fine sandy loam . 
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Fig. 17. A rough area in Winneshiek County gullied by erosion. 

DRIFT SOILS 
There are seven drift soils in the county, classified in the Carrington, Clyde 

and Dickinson series. Together they cover 21.1 percent of the total area of 
the county. 

CARRINGTON LOAM (1 ) 

'I'he Carrington loam is the most extensively developed drift soil and the third 
largest individual soil type; it covers 12.1 percent of the total area of the county 
and occurs in extensive areas on the upland in the western townships. This 
soil is most largely developed west of the Turkey River and south of Walnut 
Creek in Madison and Lincoln Townships and covers practically the entire up­
land area in Jackson 'I'ownship. It is also largely developed in '\V ashington, 
Orleans and Sumner Townships. The type is found developed only on the 
western side of the county, marking the boundary of the Iowan drift soil area. 
The line separating this drift soil from the loess types to the east extends roughly 
from the point where Turkey River leaves the county on the southern county 
line north along the river to Ft. Atkinson, then northward to Conover and north­
eastward to the southwest corner of Decorah Township, then in a general north­
westward direct.ion toward Kendallville. In addition to the large development 
of the type mentioned in the extreme western townships of the county, there 
are small isolated areas one mile north of Festina, a mile and a half east of Ft. 
Atkinson and a half-mile southwest of Conover. 

'I'he surface soil of the Carrington loam is a mellow dark grayish-brown loam 
extending to a depth of 14 inches. At this point the subsoil consisting of a 
brown to yellowish-brown silty clay loam is encountered. At 20 inches the sub­
soil becomes a lighter yellowish-brown silty clay to clay loam. There is con­
siderable fine sand and some coarse sand and gravel thruout various parts of 
the profile. In local areas the texture of the type varies considerably, ranging 
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from a loam to almost a sandy loam. Where the type occurs adjacent to the 
areas of Clyde silty clay loam the texture is somewhat more sandy. Pockets of 
yellowish-brown graYelly sand or sandy gravel occur on the slopes of some of the 
hills. The substratum, 4 or 5 feet below the surface, is a yellowish-brown mixture 
of ground limestone and sandstone with fragments of shale and granite. Granite 
quartz-like boulders occur on the surface and thru the soil section. Calcareous 
material is not present m the upper 3 feet of the soil section. The type reacts 
strongly acid in the surface. 

In topography the Carrington loam is gently undulating, the surface of the 
type being characterized by gently rounded hills with long slopes and shallow, 
almost slough-like drainage lines. The natural drainage of the type is good. 

Practically all of the soil is now under cultivation, general farm crops being 
grown. Along the streams and in a few of the rougher areas there is a scattered 
growth of timber. A few groves of trees used for windbreaks are found around 
farmsteads. Corn is the principal crop grown; yields amounting to from 30 
to 65 bushels per acre and averaging around 37 bushels. Some oats are grown 
with average yields of about 32 bushels per acre. Wheat is not an important 
crop. Timothy and clover is the principal hay crop, yielding from 1 to 2 tons 
per acre. Potatoes are grown yielding around 100 bushels per acre. Alfalfa 
and soybeans are found on small areas. 

The Carrington loam is naturally a rather productive soil. Large increases 
in crop yields may be secured, however, thru proper fertilization and manage­
ment. The type will respond to applications of farm manure which should be 
added in as large amounts as possible. The type is acid in reaction and additions 
of lime are very necessary for the best growth of general farm crops, particularly 
for the maximum growth of legumes such as clover and alfalfa. The type should 
always be tested for lime needs and lime should be added as needed. Applica­
tions of a phosphate fertilizer have been found to bring about large crop in-
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Fig. 18. A Canington loam topography in Winneshiek County. 
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creases on this soil, and the use of superphosphate or rock phosphate is strono-lv 
recommended. By the proper application of farm manure and the use of li~~ 
to remedy ~cidity and the application of a pho~phate ferti lizer, crop yields may 
be_ largely mcreased and the fertility of this soil may be maintained at a high 
pomt. The experiments discussed earlier in this report indicate definitely the 
large value of applications of these fertilizing materials to this soil type. 

CARRINGTON SILT LOAM (83) 

'l'he Carrington silt loam is the second larg·est drift soil and the seventh most 
extensively developed soil. It covers 3.5 percent of the total area of the county, 
and is developed only in the western part, in association with the Carrington 
loam of the drift uplands. The largest areas of the type are found in Lincoln, 
Buxton and Orleans Townships, and in scattered areas north and east of the 
Turkey River between the Turkey and Upper Iowa Rivers there are a few small 
scattered areas about a mile west of Turkey River. The largest individual areas 
of the type are found in the southwestern corner of Buxton Township in the 
southwestern corner of Orleans Township, southwest of Plymouth Rock and 
extending north of Conover in Calmar Township. 

The surface soil of the Carrington silt loam is a dark-brown mellow silt loam 
extending to a depth of 12 inches. It contains considerable fine sand. The sub­
soil is a brown to yellowish-brown silty clay loam changing at a depth of 24 inches 
to a yellowish-brown silty clay to clay loam with some faint yellowish-brown 
mottlings below 30 inches. The subsoil contains much fine sand and some gravel. 
In the areas of the type north of ·walnut Creek the soil is more silty in nature 
but contains less sand. Along the stream slopes there is a lgrger proportion 
of sand present. ·where it adjoins areas of the Tama silt loam the establishing 
of boundaries between these soi l types has been necessarily rather arbitrary. 
There is a gradual change from the Carrington silt loam into the Tama silt loam. 

The type is gently rolling to undulating in topography and drainage is good. 
Most of the soil is under cultivation and general farm crops are grown. Timber 
is found on some of the steeper slopes adjacent to the stream courses. Yields 
of general farm crops are satisfactory and compare favorably with the yields 
secured on the Tama silt loam. Corn yields range from 30 to 60 bushels per 
acre; oats from 30 to 65 bushels per acre, with an average around 35 to 40 
bushels; and timothy and clover hay yield 1½ tons per acre. 

Crop yields may be increased on this soil by the adoption of proper methods 
of treatment. The application of farm manure is of large value and liberal 
amounts of this material should be applied. The type is acid in reaction and 
additions of lime are Yery necessary for the best growth of general farm crops, 
especially for the legume crops of the rotation. The addition of phosphate 
fertilizers will undoubtedly increase crop yields on this soil. Experiments which 
haYe been discussed earlier indicated the value of superphosphate or rock phos­
phate to this soil. Farmers are urged to test the relative effects of these fertiliz­
ers on their own soils under their particular conditions. Larger crop yields 
may be secured on the Carrington silt loam thru the proper use of farm manure, 
lime and snperphosphate, or rock phosphate. 
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CLYDE SILTY CLAY LOAM (85) 

The Clyde silty clay loam is the third largest drift soil in the county, cover­
ing 3.0 percent of the total area. It occurs in numerous small areas within the 
Carrington silt loam and Carrington loam uplands of the county. It is fom1d 
developed only in the western part of the county in association with these drift 
types, occupying small flats or depressions extending in finger-like areas up 
the gentle slopes of the Carrington soils. There are no large individual areas 
of the type, but it is found most extensively developed in the extreme south­
western townships. 

The surface soil of the Clyde silty clay loam is a black heavy plastic silty 
clay loam or clay loam to a depth of 6 inches. Below this point the soil is a 
dark brown to black clay or clay loam extending to a depth of 20 inches. From 
20 to 36 inches the subsoil is an olive gray or grayish-brown plastic silty clay 
or clay mottled with brown, yellowish-brown and gray and occasionally with 
rusty brown iron stains. In some places the surface soil contains fine particles 
of quartz, and in some areas the surface soil adjacent to the Carrington loam 
is so modified that it appears to be a heavy coarse loam to a depth of 2 to 3 
inches. Locally a yellowish-brown sandy loam is often encountered below 30 
inches. Small patches which haYe a surface layer of muck 2 to 6 inches in 
thickness are found thru the areas of Clyde silty clay loam. These are too smai l, 
however, to indicate on the map. 

The type is flat to depressed in topography, and the drainage is naturally 
very poor. Artificial drainage is necessary for good crop production on this 
soil. 

Only a small portion of the Clyde silty clay loam is under cultivation. Coarse 
water grasses grow on the unreclaimed portions and this is cut and furnishes 
a coarse hay. On the well drained cultivated areas corn is successfully grown 
and yields 35 to 65 bushels per acre. The hay crops produce 1½ to 3 tons per 
acre. Small grain crops are grown but are apt to lodge, especially in wet seasons. 

The first need of this soil, to make it most satisfactorily productive, is adequate 
drainage. When drained, proper cultivation is necessary. It is important that 
the soil should not be worked when too wet, as it is apt to clod and bake. The 
type is acid in reaction, and applications of lime are necessary for the best 
growth of legumes. The use of a phosphate fertilizer on the type would be of 
value, and tests with superphosphate are recommended. Crop yields on this 
soil may be materially increased thru the proper application of farm manure, 
lime and superphosphate, proYided adequate drainage has previously been 
brought about. 

LINDLEY LOAM (65) 

The Lindley loam is a minor type, together with the shallow phase which is 
much more limited in extent, covering· only 1.0 percent of the total area. It 
occurs in numerous areas in the southwestern part of the county, in association 
with the Carrington soils on the drift uplands. The largest areas of the type 
are found in Sumner Township, north and west of Spillville and directly south 
of Spillville. Other areas of considerable size occur in the southwest corner 
of the county in Jackson Township and in the vicinity of Ft. Atkinson. A few 
small areas are found in the northwestern part of the county. Small areas of 
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from 10 to 50 acres in size are scattered on the slopes along Turkey River and 
along some of the other creeks and tributaries in other parts of the comity. 

The surfacfl soil of the Lindley loam is a light brown to brown gritty loam, 
containing· considerable very fine sand and extending to a depth of 10 inches 
where it passes into a r eddish-brown or yellowish-brown gritty silty clay loam 
subsoil. Considerable medium and coarse sand, and some gravel, are found in 
the subsoil. In Section 14 of Bluffton Township the soil is more sandy than 
typical and some rock outcrops occur along the river. 

The Lindley loam is gently to steeply rolling in topography. Drainage is 
good on the gentle slopes and excessive on the steeper areas. The land was 
originally forested and about 35 percent of the type is now under cultivation, 
the remainder being covered with a thin timber growth and used for pasture 
purposes. 

The yields of general farm crops on the cultivated areas of the type are about 
the same as those secured on the Carrington loam. Considerable increases in 
crop yields may be secured from the same treatments recommended for the 
Carrington loam. The liberal application of farm manure is very desirable on 
this type and larger crop yields will follow its use. If farm manure is not avail­
able for application, the turning under of leguminous crops for green manures 
is very desirable. The type is acid in reaction and applications of lime are 
necessary for the best growth of leguminous crops such as clover and alfalfa . 
The use of a phosphate fertilizer would undoubtedly be of value on this type 
and tests of superphosphate are strongly recommended. 

LINDLEY LOAM (SHALLOW PHASE) (20i) 

The shallow phase of the Lindley loam is minor in extent, covering only 576 
acres and less than one-tenth of one percent of the total area of the county. It 
occurs only in one area in the southwest corner along the Chickasaw County 
line in Sections 19 and 30 of J ackson Township, 2½ miles west of J ackson 
Jm1ction. 

The surface soil of the shallow phase Lindley loam is a yellowish-brown friable 
silt loam extending to a depth of 12 inches and containing considerable silt. 
"Wlrnn dry, the surface soil has a light grayish or light yellowish appearance. 
Below 12 inches the subsoil is a tenacious yellowish-brown clay loam, containing 
much sand and small pieces of rock. At a depth of 30 inches limestone rock 
is usually encountered and coarse gravel pockets are sometimes found. There 
is some variation in the character of the surface soil, fine sand and coarse sand 
being irregularly scattered thru the surface layer. In some areas pockets 20 
to 30 feet wide have the texture of a coarse sandy loam. The phase varies from 
the typical Lindley loam in the shallower depth to the bedrock and in the heavier 
character of the lower subsoil. In topography the type is similar to that of 
the Carrington loam. Natural drainage is fair. 

The shallow phase of the Lindley loam is all in cultivation and general farm 
crops are grown. Yields are much the same as those secured on the Carrington 
loam, except in dry seasons when the land tends to be drouthy. The type will 
respond profitably to applications of farm manure and also to the use of legumin­
ous crops as green manures. Both of these treatments tend to reduce the danger 
of crop injury during periods of drouth. The type is acid in reaction and addi-
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tions of lime are necessary if legume crops are to be grown. The application 
of superphosphate will bring about profitable crop increases, and tests of this 
phosphate are strongly recommended. 

CARRINGTON FINE SANDY LOAM (4) 

The Carrington fu1e sandy loam is a minor type, covering only 0.8 percent 
of the total area. It is found in a number of small areas, ranging in size from 
10 to 300 acres, which are scattered over the Iowan drift portion of the county 
in the western townships. The largest areas of the type are found in Sumner 
Township, northwest of Spillville. Other areas of the type are found in J ack­
son, Washington, Lincoln and Orleans Townships. 

The surface soil of the Carrington fine sandy loam is a dark grayish-brown 
to dark brown friable fine sandy loam extending to a depth of 14 inches. The 
subsoil is a brown to dark brown fine sandy loam to a depth of 30 inches, being 
just slightly lighter in color than the surface soil. Below this point there is a 
yellowish-brown gritty silty clay loam. Variations occur in the different areas 
in the texture of the surface soil. In Section 26 of Fremont Township, the 
t exture ranges from a loam to a fine sandy loam, being spotted and containing 
more silt and coarse sand than the typical soil. Another area in Section 34 of 
Lincoln Township is heavier in texture both in the soil and subsoil and lighter 
in color than the typical soil. 

The Carrington fine sandy loam is found on the ridges or gentle hill slopes. 
The topography is gently undulating to rolling. Drainage is good to excessive. 

Practically all the type is under cultivation and general farm crops are grown. 
The yields are usually somewhat lower than those secured on the Carrington 
loam, altho in seasons of abundant rainfall yields are much the same as those 
obtained on the heavier t extured soil. Increases in the yields of general farm 
crops on this type may be brought about thru proper methods of management 
and treatment. The use of farm manure is very desirable on the soil, and liberal 
applications of this material should be made. ·where farm manure is not avail­
able leguminous crops should be turned under as green manures. The soil is 
acid in reaction, and applications of lime are necessary for the best growth of 
leguminous crops. Phosphate fertilizers would undoubtedly prove profitable, 
and the application of superphosphate is recommended on this soil. 

DICKINSON SANDY LOAM (199) 

The Dickinson sandy loam is a minor type, covering 0.7 percent of the total 
area. It is found in a number of areas in the southwestern townships, being 
most extensively developed in Sumner Township, the largest area being found 
west and northwest of Spillville. Other areas are found in Jackson, Washing­
ton, and Calmar Townships. Three small areas are found on the southern 
Madison Township iine. 

The surface soil of the Dickinson sandy loam is a dark grayish-brown coarse 
sandy loam containing some gravel. At a depth of 8 to 10 inches this passes 
into a yellowish-brown coarse loam, containing fine sand in considerable amounts. 
Below 18 to 24 inches coarse sandy gravel is found, the gravel ranging from 
medium to coarse; occasionally some boulders are present. Along the Chickasaw 
County line in the southwest corner of the county, in Sumner and Jackson Town-
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ships, there is a Yariation from the typical soil. H ere the subsoil from 12 to 
30 inches is a yellowish-brown, coarse gravelly silty clay loam m1derlaid by 
yellowish-brown coarse gravelly sand. The surface soil here also has a higher 
proportion of silt than the typical soil and va:ries in texture from a loam to a 
sandy loam. 

In topography the Dickinson sandy loam is undulating to rolling. The drain­
age is good to excessive. In some places on the steeper slopes erosion has been 
active and much of the surface soil has been removed, leaving only 3 or 4 inches 
of soil. In some cases the entire surface soil has been washed away. 

Practically all of the type is cultivated, and general field crops are grown. 
Crop yields are good in favorable seasons and compare favorably with those 
secured on the Carrington fine sandy loam. In dry seasons crops are apt to be 
injured and yields considerably reduced. The chief needs of this soil to make 
it more productive are the addition of farm manure or the plowing under of 
leguminous crops for green manure purposes. Both treatments will increase 
the water-holding power of the soil and reduce the danger of crop injury in 
drv seasons. Liberal applications of farm manure should be made whenever 
po~sible. w ·hen farm manure is not available for use, then the turning under 
of leguminous crops for green manures will prove equally valuable. The type 
is acid in reaction and should be limed for the best growth of leguminous crops. 
The use of a phosphate fertilizer ·would undoubtedly prove of value on this 
type, and tests of superphosphate are strongly recommended. 

LOESS SOILS 
There are five loess soils in the county classified in the Tama, Fayette, Dodge­

ville and Clinton series. Together they cover almost two-thirds of the county, 
61.2 percent of the total area. 

TAMA SILT LOAM (120) 

The Tama silt loam is the largest loess soil and the most extensively developed 
type. It covers 30.9 percent of the total area and is found extensively developed 
in the northern and entire eastern and central portions. Large areas of the 
type occur on the tops of divides and on the gentle slopes over the entire loessial 
area. Thruout the entire eastern part of the county it is in close association 
with the Fayette silt loam on the uplands. In Orleans and Madison Townships 
and in the southwest corner of Bluffton Township, the loess covering is thin and 
in many places the Carrington soils are developed on the points of ridges and 
on hillsides. Boulders of drift origin are found on the slopes, sometimes at 
considerable distances from the edge of the drif t areas. Near the boundaries 
between the drift and loess regions there are prominent areas of residual soils 
on the ridges, and flat upland residual benches adjacent to small streams. In 
many areas, where the Tama silt loam adjoins the Fayette silt loam, the boundary 
lines are rather arbitrarily established, as there is a gradual change in color from 
the darker to the lighter soil. 

The surface soil of the Tama silt loam is a dark brown friable smooth silt 
loam extending to a depth of 12 to 18 inches. At this point it grades into a 
dark brown to brown silty clay loam, changing abruptly at 20 to 22 inches into 
a compact friable yellowish-brown silty clay loam to clay loam. In the different 
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areas the depth of the surface soil is quite variable. The more level or gently 
undulating areas are darker colored to a depth of 14 to 18 inches. On the hill 
slopes the surface soil varies from 4 to 10 inches in depth with many exposures 
of a light yellowish-brovm subsoil in patches. Locally, in the flatter areas, there 
are faint gray mottlings and occasional iron stains in the lower subsoil below 
30 inches. 

In topography the Tama silt loam is almost flat to rolling. Along the east 
side of Hesper Township and in Hyland Township there are a number of flat 
areas from 1 to 5 square miles in extent, along the outer edge of which a definite 
wall 30 to 100 feet high extends in semicircular fashion. The flat Tama soil 
appears as the bottom of a huge bowl. This flat is rather poorly drained, only 
one stream cutting thru it at the center. Thruout the remainder of the county 
the topography of the Tama is gently undulating on the wider interstream areas 
to rolling along the drainage channels. ·where erosion has occurred along the 
steeper slopes, much of the surface soil has been washed away, exposing the 
lower subsoil or underlying limestone. The drainage of the type is generally 
good, except in the few flat areas already mentioned. 

Practically all of the Tama silt loam is in cultivation. Only a small part is 
used for pasture, and general farm crops are commonly grown. Nearly one­
half of the type is used for corn, and yields range from 30 to 60 bushels per 
acre. In some areas yields of 75 to 80 bushels are often secured. Oats yield 
from 30 to 65 bushels per acre, averaging from 35 to 40 bushels. Timothy and 
clover yield about 1½ tons per acre. Some timothy is grown for seed. Small 
acreages are used for winter and spring wheat. Alfalfa is grown on small areas 
with satisfactory yields. Some barley is grown in the rotation in place of oats. 
Potatoes and small fruits are raised on limited areas and produce very satis­
factorily. 

'l'he Tama silt loam is naturally a productive soil and yields of general farm 
crops are ordinarily good. Increases in crop yields may be secured, however, 
thrn proper methods of treatment. The application of farm manure ·will bring 
about considerable increases in crop yields, as will also the turning under of 
leguminous crops as green m~urnres. The type is acid in reaction, and the use 
of lime is of distinct value, especially when legumes such as alfalfa and clover 
are to be grown. The use of a phosphate fertilizer is recommended on this type, 
and rnperphosphate or rock phosphate should be applied in order to secure maxi­
mum crop yields. Tests of the two phosphates on individual farms are strongly 
recommended. The experiments referred to earlier in this report indicate the 
beneficial effects of phosphate ferti lizers on this particular soil, and the addition 
of a phosphate fertilizer should prove profitable under individual farm conditions. 

FAYETTE SILT LOAM (163) 

'l'he Fayette silt loam is the second largest loess soil and the second most ex­
tensively developed type. It covers 25.6 percent of the total area. It is de­
veloped in Jarge areas thruout the northern, eastern, and central port ions being 
closely associated with the Tama silt loam on the loessial uplands. It is found 
on the slopes and bluffs all alon g the Upper Iowa River and extending back along 
its tributaries. Large areas are developed along Canoe Creek. Smaller areas 
are found on the steeper slopes and ridges in the hilly areas along the deeper 
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valleys of the loessial portion of the county. It normally occurs on the slopes 
and nnrrow ridge tops in the steeply rolling, hilly or broken country and sepa­
rates the more gently undulating areas of upland Tama silt loam from the 
streams. 

The surface soil of the Fayette silt loam is a grayish-brown or yellowish-brown 
smooth silt loam extending to a depth of 8 inches. Below this point the texture 
is somewhat heavier and the color is somewhat lighter to a depth of 20 inches. 
The subsoil at that point becomes a yellowish-brown friable silty clay loam to 
clav loam, crumbly and fr iable when dry. In Hesper and Highl and Townships 
the.re are areas in which the surfµce soil has a more ashy or grayish color than 
the t vpical development, being a whitish-gray when dry and r esembling the sur­
face 

0

soil of the Marion soils of southeastern Iowa. In these areas the subsoil 
has a faint grayish-brown mottling below 20 inches. H ere the soils are developed 
in flat depressed sink-like areas which are 10 to 30 feet across and 6 to 16 feet 
in depth. There is no natural run-off or natural drainage to these areas. They 
are particularly well developed in Sections 21 and 28 of H esper Township. The 
lower slopes of the forested areas and the more gentle ridge tops have a brown 
to almost dark brown surface layer 3 to 4 inches in depth. On the steeper slopes, 
where erosion has occurred more extensively, are patches of a yellowish-brown 
clay loam to silty clay, the texture becoming heavier where more extensive 
erosion has occurred. Variations of the surface soil in depth and color are found 
thruout areas of this type. 

In topography the Fayette silt loam varies from rough to rolling or hill:v 
thruout the general typical development to the flat areas which have been de­
scribed that vary considerably in characteristics from the typical soil. Drainage 
is adequate and may even become excessive on the steep slopes. Erosion has 
occurred to a considerable extent on the steeper areas of the type and much of 
the surface soil has freq uently been carried away. Valleys of the streams at·c 
deeply V-shaped with long steep slopes. Limestone outcrops are commonly 
found at the tops of the slopes or at the base, forming sharply defined bluffs. 

;\lJout 75 percent of the type is in cultivation, the remainder being forested 
and used for pasture purposes. Corn is the chief crop grown on the cultivate<l 
areas and averages 30 to 50 bushels per acre. Oats yield from 30 to 45 bushels 
and clover and timothy 1 to 2½ tons per acre. Some barley is grown, with 
yiel ds of 20 to 25 bushels per acre. A few small orchards and some tree and 
bush fruit;;; all yield very satisfactorily. 

The needs of the F'ayette silt loam include, first of all, the liberal incorporation 
of organic matter. Applications of barnyard manure in large amounts can he 
profitably employed on this soil. When farm manure is not available, the grow­
ing of leguminous crops for green manure purposes is very desirable. The type 
is acid in reaction, and additions of lime are necessary for the best growth of 
legume crops. The use of a phosphate fertilizer would undoubtedly prove of 
value, and superphosphate should be tested on this soil. Applications to small 
areas will indicate whether or not the fertilizer will prove profitable, and, if 
it is, additions may then be made to more extensiYe areas. Experimental work 
carried ont on this soil has indicated that the application of phosphate in the 
form of superphosphate and, in general, the treatment of the type with a phos-
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phate fertilizer, should prove of considerable value. The rougher areas of the 
type should undoubtedly be kept in pasture in order to prevent the extensive 
erosion which will occur on these areas if they are cultivated. 

DODGEVILLE SILT LOAM (204 ) 

The Dodgeville silt loam is the third largest loess soil covering 3.7 percent of 
the total area. It is developed in a number of areas in the western townships, 
particularly on the steeper areas adjacent to Turkey River. The largest d0-
velopment of the type is found along this river in the vicinity of Ft. Atkinson 
and Spillville. Other areas occur adjacent to some of the other streams in the 
county. One area of considerable size is found in Madison Township, adjacent 
to Walnut Creek. The type is most extensively developed in Calmar and Madi­
son Townships. 

The surface soil of the Dodgeville silt loam is a very dark brown to black silty 
clay loam extending to a depth of 8 inches. Below this point there is a layer 
of dark brown to black light silty clay loam from 12 to 14 inches in thickness 
resting on limestone. Where the limestone occurs at a depth of nearly 3 feet 
there is usually an inch or two of buff or light yellowish-brown silty clay or clay, 
often with a bluish-green or drab mottling. Small limestone fragments are 
found scattered thru the soil horizon. In places there is a small amount of coarse 
sand in the surface layer extending to a depth of 10 to 12 inches. On some of 
the ridge tops and slopes the soil is shallow and contains more and larger frag­
ments of limestone . . In some places on the crests and in spots on the slopes the 
soil consists of a light yellow or buff-colored silt loam only 4 to 6 inches in depth. 
These areas are 1-mdoubtedly derived from sandstone and are identical with the 
Dubuque silt loam but are too small to separate on the map. In many of the 
areas there is considerable loess mixed with the soil and it is so closely allied to 
the loess type in other counties that it has been included with the loess group 
in this county. Much of the surface soil over large areas of the type is composed 
entirely of loessial material. In the area in Section 20 of Decorah Township 
practically all of the surface soil is composed of loessial material. A soil some­
what heavier in texture than the typical is found in Section 7 and 8 of Calmar 
Township, in three small areas in Section 22 and 23 of Madison Township and 
in an area a mile north of F't. Atkinson. 

In topography the Dodgeville silt loam is gently undulating to gently slop­
ing, drainage is usually adequate but may be somewhat deficient in some areas. 
In other cases the run-off is good, and even excessive and leading to some erosion 
in certain instances. 

Practically all of the type is under cultivation and general farm crops are 
grown. Corn yields 25 to 50 bushels per acre, oats from 20 to 45 bushels per 
acre and clover and timothy 1 to 1½ tons per acre. 

Farm manure should be applied in liberal amounts to this soil and the applica­
tion of a phosphate fertilizer is necessary. Altho the soil is largely derived from 
limestone and rests upon lime rock, the surface is apt to be acid in reaction. In 
such cases the use of lime is necessary for the best growth of legumes. Tests of 
superphosphate on the type are strongly recommended. 
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CLINTON SILT LOAM (80) 

The Clinton silt loam is a minor type, covering only 0.8 percent of the total 
area. It is developed in one large area in the southeastern part of the county 
in Bloomfield Township, extending over the towhship line into Frankville Town­
ship and to the Allamakee County line on the east. It covers an area of 3,584 

acres. 
The surface soil of the Clinton silt loam is a grayish-brown or yellowish-brown 

smooth silt loam to a depth of 10 inches. Below this point the su~soil is a gray~slt­
brown heavy silt loam to silty clay loam, changing at 20 inches :nto a ~ellow1sh­
brown tenacious clay loam or clay. Faint gray mottlings and non stams occur 

at various depths around 36 inches. . 
In topography the Clinton silt loam is much the same as th~ Fayette, varymg 

from rolling to hilly and being broken and cut by short gullies. The land was 
originally forested with oak, hickory, basswood, elm and ash, but most of the 
timber has been removed and the type is largely under cultivation. The steeper 
eroded areas are used for pasture. General farm crops are grown on the cul­
tivated areas, and the yields are very much the same as those secured on the 

Fayette silt loam. 
This type needs liberal applications of organic matter. The turnin~ u~der 

of leguminous crops as green manure would be of la~ge value: Appl~cat10n~. 
of farm manure have been found to bring about large mcreases m the yields ot 
o-eneral farm crops. The type is acid in reaction, and applications of lime are 
~ecessary for the best growth of legumes. The use of a phosphate fertilizer 
would undoubtedly be of value on this soil, and tests of superphosphate are 
strongly recommended. Experimental work on this soil indica~es that ~hos­
phorus fertilizers will bring about distinctly profitable increases m crop yields. 

FAYETTE FINE SAND (208) 

The Fayette fine sand is a minor type, covering only 0.2 percent of the total 
area. It is found in small areas on the east slopes southwest and northeast of 
Freeport occurrino· on a rather steep slope below a ledge of broken limestone 

' 0 . 
outcrop. Another area of the type occurs in Section 30 of Canoe Township .. 

The surface soil of the Fayette fine sand is yellowish-brown fine sand passrng 
at 15 inches into a slightly lighter yellowish-brown fine sand. In many places 
it contains small pebbles and bits of quartz rock. Both soil and subsoil are quite 
uniform in color and texture. Drainage of the type is fair to excessive. 

Most of the soil is uncultivated or in grasses which are used entirely for 
pasture purposes. A few melons are grown on the lower slopes south of Free­
port. The type is of little importance agriculturally. 

\Vhen cultivated, this soil is particularly in need of organic matter, and liberal 
applications of farm manure should be made or leguminous crops should be 
turned under for green manuring purposes. Increasing the organic matter 
supply of the soil will make the type more productive, more retentive of moisture 
and reduce any danger of crop injury during dry seasons. The use of fertilizing 
materials would be of value on this soil for the growth of general farm crops 
and particularly for the growing of truck crops. Phosphorus fertilizers, especial-
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ly superphosphate, should be used for general farm crops. Some complete fee­
tilizer would undoubtedly be of value where truck crops are grown. 

TERRACE SOILS 

There are 12 terrace types classified in the lVIillsdale, 0 'Neill, Waukesha, Buck­
ner, Ja ckson , Judson, Plainfield and Bremer series. They are all small in area, 
however , and together they cover only 3.1 percent of the total area. 

MILLSDALE SIL'r LOAM (209) 

The lVIillsdale silt loam is the most extensively developed terrace soil, covering 
0. 5 percent of the total area. It occurs chiefl y in the south central part. Nearly 
all of the type is found south and southeast of Ft. Atkinson along Turkey River , 
extending up Brockamp Creek to Festina, which is partly located on this soil. 
It occurs on fl at terrace benches 20 to 30 feet above the stream. 

The surface soil of the lVIillsdale silt loam is a dark brown to almost black 
heavy silt loam, extending to a depth of 15 inches. The upper subsoil is a brown 
to dark brown heavy silt loam containing small particles of quartz or limestone. 
v\Then dry the subsoil near the pa rent limestone is a reddish or chocolate brown 
in color. The soil lies on a limestone bench, which occurs at a depth of 24 to 
30 inches. In places there is a layer of 3 to 4 inches of decayed limestone direct­
ly on the limestone bed and underlying the soil layer. In some places there is 
a variation in texture, the range being from a li ght silt loam to a light silty cla~' 
loam. The heavier textured areas usually occur in small pockets or strips that 
arc slightly depressed and too small to show separately on the map. In some 
areas there is considerable sand mixed with the surface soil. Small areas of the 
Millsdale loam too small to separate on the map are included with the type. 

Practically all of the soil is under cultivation and general farm crops are 
grown. In a fe w places the underlying limestone occurs at 4 to 6 inches from the 
surface and these spots are inclined to be drouthy. With the exception of these 
shallow areas, crop production on the soil is usually satisfactory. The type will 
respond, however, to liberal applications of farm manure and to the use of 
leguminous crops as green manures. Applications of lime are of value in bring­
ing· about the best legume yields. Tests of superphosphate are recommended. 

O 'NEILL LOAM (108) 

The O'Neill loam is the second largest terrace soil, covering 0.5 percent of 
the total area. It is found most extensively developed in the western part of 
the county, along Turkey River and the larger tributari es. Other areas aro 
found along Little Turkey River and its tributaries, in the extreme south­
western corner of the county. A few narrow strips of the type occur along 
the pper Iowa River between Freeport and the lower dam. The surface soil 
of the O 'Neill loam is a brown to dark brown mellow loam extending to a depth 
of 8 inches. The subsoil from 8 to 20 inches is a yellowish-brown to light brown 
sandy loam. Below 28 inches there is a yellowish-brown sandy loam to sandy 
gravel. Large gmvel and small boulders are frequently found in the lower sub­
soil and occasionally scattered thru the soil section. 

Practically all of the soil is cultivated and corn, oats and hay are the leading 
crops grown. Corn yields from 25 to 50 bushels per acre, depending upon 
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seasonal conditions. Oats yield from 20 to 40 bushels per acre. In some areas 
melons and truck crops are gro,vn and very satisfactory yields of these crops are 
secured. 

The type is well above overflow and drainage is good to excessive. In dry 
seasons crops may be injured by drouth. The type is particularly in need of 
organic matter to make it more productive and less subject to crop injury in 
dry years. Liberal applications of farm manure would be of value and the 
frequent plowing under of green manure crops would add considerably to the 
fertility of the soil. Both soil and subsoil are acid and additions of lime arc 
necessary especially if leguminous crops are to be grown. The use of a phos­
phate fer tilizer would undoubtedly prove of value for general farm crops, and 
applications of superphosphate are r ecommended. ,vhere truck crops are to 
be grown, the use of a complete commercial fertilizer would undoubtedly prove 
profitable. 

WAUKESHA SILT LOAM (75) 

The ·w aukesha silt loam is a minor type, covering only 0.4 percent of the total 
area. It is f01md in a number of small areas in various parts of the county, 
along Turkey River and some of its t r ibutaries, along the tributari es of Walnut 
Creek, along the Upper Iowa River at Kendallville and Plymouth Rock and 
along tributaries of the Upper Iowa River north of Plymouth Rocle The largest 
area of the type is found about a mile east of Ossian. The town of Decorah is 
partly built on a considerable area of the soil. Another area which is rather 
important is found in Section 5 of Madison Township. 

The surface soil of the ,vaukesha silt loam is a dark grayish-brown to black 
mellow friable silt 1oam, grading at 18 inches into a light brown silty clay loam 
to clay loam, r ather uniform in color. At about 24 inches the subsoil changes 
to a yellowish-brown to light yellowish-brown clay loam. The lower subsoil be­
low 30 inches contains yellowish-brown or gray mottlings and some iron stains. 

The type occurs on benches 6 to 16 feet above the streams. On the terrace, 
a mile and a quarter northeast of Plymouth Rock, the surface soil ranges from 
a silt loam to almost a loam. In Section 1 of Sumner Township there is a small 
area with a gray mottled subsoil resembling the Bremer. The subsoil of the 
terraces around Decorah is slightly heavier than typical and faintly mottled with 
gray . . Here the soil horizon is from 3½ to 6 feet or more in thickness, increasing 
in depth towards the bluffs. 

In topography the soil is level to flat, the typical terrace or bench-like to­
pography. Drainage is generally adequate. In a few of the areas where the 
subsoil is heavy, artificial drainage would be of value. 

Practically all of the soil is under cultivation and yields of general farm crops 
are much the same as those on the Tama silt loam. The needs of the soil for 
better crop production are similar to those discussed for the Tama silt loam. 
The type will respond to applications of farm manure and the turning under 
of leguminous crops as green manures. The use of lime is very desirable for 
the best growth of legumes. The application of a phosphate fertilizer would 
undoubtedly prove profitable and tests of superphosphate and rock phosphate 
are recommended. 
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BUCKNER LOAM (38) 

The Buckner loam is a minor type, covering 0.4 percent of the total area. 1t 
is found along all th~ streams of any size in the drift region and along the Upper 
Iowa River. Numerous small areas of the type are developed in various parts 
of the county. There are no large individual areas of the type; the largest de­
velopment is found in Washington Township along the Turkey River. 

The surface soil of the Buckner loam is a dark brown friable loam extending 
to a depth of 15 inches. The subsoil is a brown to light brown sandy loam to 
loamy sand. There are some variations in the surface soil and it ranges from 
a heavy loam to almost a sandy loam. The subsoil is quite uniform, altho in 
some cases there are small pockets of coarse sand and gravel. The areas in Sec­
tions 9 and 16 of Glenwood Township are lighter in color than the typical, being 
a lighter brown in both soil and subsoil. These areas are somewhat higher than 
the typical soil, being located from 15 to 20 feet above the stream channel. They 
contain a higher percentage of silt, being almost a silt loam towards the edge 
of the bench. Small areas in Sections 15, 27 and 34 of Washington Township 
and in Sections 30 and 32 of Calmar Township, along Turkey River, contain a 
large proportion of fine sand and approach a fine sandy loam in texture. 

Practically all of the Buckner loam is in cultivation. Drainage is good. Yields 
of general farm crops are very similar to those secured on the Carrington loam 
except in dry seasons or periods of drouth. Where the rainfall is deficient crops 
are apt to suffer. 

The needs of this soil for better crop yields are primarily for the addition of 
organic matter. Liberal applications of farm manure should be made, and the 
turning under of leguminous crops for green manure purposes would be of large 
value. The type is acid in reaction, and additions of lime are necessary for the 
best growth of legumes. The use of a phosphate fertilizer would undoubtedly 
prove of value, and superphosphate should be applied to small areas to deter­
mine whether or not profitable returns from its use may be secured. 

0 'NEILL SANDY LOAM (126) 

The O '1 eill sandy loam is a minor type, covering only 0.4 percent of the total · 
area. It is found in a number of small scattered areas, mainly along Turkey 
River and its tributaries. Two very small areas occur along Little Turkey 
River, and a few small bodies lie along the Upper Iowa River. There are no large 
individual areas of the type. 

The surface soil of the O'Neill sandy loam is a dark brown loose sandy loam 
t o a depth of 8 inches. It contains, also, considerable coarse sand and some gravel. 
The upper subsoil is a li o-ht brown to brown coarse sandy loam or gravelly loam. 
Considerable amounts of coarse gravel and rock are found in the lower soil layers. 
The subsoil below 20 inches is a mixture of sand and gravel. 

In topography the O'Neill sandy loam is level to flat. Drainage is thoro and 
the soil is drouthy in dry seasons. General farm crops are grown and yields 
are very much the same as those secured on the O'Neill loam except in dry seasons 
when crops suffer more than they do on the loam. The needs of this soil are 
the same as those discussed for the O'Neill loam. The incorporation of organic 
matter is most important and the application of farm manure is very desirable. 
The turning under of leguminous crops for green manure purposes would also 
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prove of large value. The type is acid and additions of lime are necessary for 
the best growth of legumes. The use of a phosphate fertilizer would be of large 
value on this soil and tests of superphosphate are strongly to be recommended . . 

BUCKNER SANDY LOAM (40) 

The Buckner sandy loam is a minor type covering 0.3 percent of the total 
area. It is developed only on the terraces of the Upper Iowa and Turkey Rivers 
and along tributaries of the latter. There are no large areas of the type, but 
a number of small areas are mapped. 

'l'he surface soil of the Buckner sandy loam is a brown sandy loam containing 
much coarse sand and some gravel. Below 8 inches the subsoil is a yellowish­
brown sandy loam, extending to a depth of 28 inches. H ere the lower subsoil 
is a lighter yellowish-brown loamy sand to sand containing some gravel. 

In topography this soil is level to fiat, drainage is good to excessive. In dry 
weather crops are injured by drouth. The type is all under cultivation. Corn 
yields from 25 to 45 bushels per acre and oats 25 to 40 bushels in good seasons. 
Timothy and clover give fair yields. The soil is adapted to truck crop growing,. 
and good yields of various truck crops might be secured. The type is particularly 
in need of organic matter, and the liberal application of farm manure is strongly 
recommended. The turning under of leguminous crops for green manuring 
purposes would be very desirable on the type. The incorporation of organi~ 
matter would reduce the danger of injury to crops in periods of drouth. The 
type is acid in reaction ::md additions of lime are necessary for the best growth 
of legumes. The use of a phosphate fertilizer would be of value and applications 
of superphosphate would undoubtedly bring about considerable increases in the 
yields of general farm crops. Where truck crops are grown the use of a brand 
of a complete commercial fertilizer especial1y designed for the crop would be 
of value on this sandy type. 

MILLSDALE LOAM (188) 

The Millsdale loam is a minor type, covering only 0.1 percent of the total area. 
It occurs generally on the west terraces of the Turkey River, two and three 
miles south of Ft. Atkinson. There is also a fair sized area southeast of Festina. 
In Section 18 of Orleans Township at the Howard County line and along the 
small tributary of the Upper Iowa River there is a small area that slopes toward 
the stream and merges gradually with the bottomland. Another small area is 
found in Section 7 of Glenwood Township. 

The surface soil of the Millsdale loam is a dark brown to black loose loam to 
a depth of 10 inches. At 10 to 12 inches the subsoil is a reddish-brown sandy 
loam or fine sandy loam, containing considerable coarse sand. Beneath this 
subsoil material is a layer of limestone which occurs at depths from 24 to :34 
inches and averages around 30 inches. 

In topography the Millsdale loam is generally level to flat, the area in Orleans 
Township on the Howard County line being the only exception. All of the type 
is under cultivation, and o-eneral farm crops are grown. The yields secured: 
normally compare well with those obtained on the Carrington loam on the up­
land. Only in the areas where the limestone occurs within 12 to 15 inches of 
the surface soil is there any danger of drouth injury to crops in dry seasons~ 
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The type will respond to applications of farm manure,_ and liber~l amounts of 
l · t · 1 should be emploved It is acid in react10n, and lime should be t us ma ena ,J • T 

used for the best growth of legumes. The application of a phosphate ferti 1zer 
would undoubtedly be of value on this soil. 

JACKSON SILT LOAM (81) 

'l'he Jackson silt loam is a minor type, covering only ?-1 ?ercent o~ the total 
· 1 1 • the Upuer Iowa River begmnmg one mile east of area. It occurs marn y a ong - < ' . ll 

Bluffton and extending down the river until it leaves the ~ounty. A few sma " 
areas occur along Canoe Creek and one along ~he small tributar~ of the Upper 
Iowa River in Section 21 of Glenwood Townslup. The _largest area of_ the type 
is found two and one-half miles north of Freeport on a lugh terrace 30 fee~ above 
the river channel. Other areas occur in Section 12 of Decorah Township and 
in Section 36 of Pleasant Township. . 

The surface soil of the Jackson silt loam is a grayish-brown to gra!ish?ellow­
ish-brown smooth silt loam, extending to a depth of 8 inches: At t!us poii:it the 
soil is a yellowish-brown to buff silty clay loam, passing at 15 mches m~o _a h~hter 
colored but more compact yellowish-brown clay loam. The lower subsoil is fnable 
and similar to the subsoil of the Fayette silt loam. I~ some areas there are spots 
or pockets o:E mixed sandy materials, usnall? occurrmg close_ to the_ beds o:E the_ 
stream or in overflow land. Occasionally thrn layers, 2 to 5 mches m depth, uf 
a fine sandy material occur in strips or patches at the edges of the terrace ad-

jacent to the uplands. . . 1 1 toward the 
In topography the Jackson silt loam is flat with a ge~t e _s ope . . 

stream. Drainage is fair. The type is all under cultivat10n, and general 
farm crops are grown. The yields of corn normally amount to 2~ to 45 b~shels 
per acre, and oats yield 20 to 40 bushels per acre. Clover and timothy yield 1 
to 1½ tons per acre. . . " 

This soil will respond in a very profitable way to apphcat10ns of ~arm mamn e. 
I iberal additions of this material are r ecommended. The turmng under ,)t 
l~guminous crops as green manures would also be of value on this_soil. Th~ type 
is acid, and applications of lime would be of value for the growmg of legumes. 
The use of a phosphate fertilizer would undoubtedly prove profitable, and tests 
with superphosphate are strongly recommended. 

O'NEILL FINE SANDY LOAM (llO) 

The O'Neill fine sandy loam is a minor type, covering 0.1 percent_of the to~al 
area. It occurs in small isolated areas mainly along the Turkey River and 1ts 
tributaries thruout the drift sections of the county. The largest development 
of the type is just northwest of Spillville. . 

The surface soil of the O'Neill fine sandy loam is a dark brown ~o da~·k grayisl~­
brown fine sandy loam extending to a depth of 10 inches. At t~is pomt t~e so:: 
becomes a yellowish-brown fine sandy loam to sandy loam cha~1grng_ at 20 mch~s 
into a yellowish-brown coarse gravelly sand. The surface ~011 vanes somewhat 
in texture rano·ino· from a very fine sandy loam to the typical fine sandy loam 
in te~ture'. In

5 

so~e areas the gravelly subsoil material occurs in pockets and 
may appear within 10 to 12 inches of t_he surface. _ . . 

All of the o 'Neill fine sandy loam is under cultivat10n, berng utilized for 

., 
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general farm crops or pasture purposes. The type is particularly in need of 
additions of organic matter to make it more productive, and liberal applications 
of farm manure arc recommended. The turning under of leguminous crops as 
green manures would also be o:E Yaluc. Both of these treatments would reduce 
the clanger of injury to crops in dry seasons. The type is acid and applications 
of lime are necessary for the best growth of legumes. The addition of a pho.:;­
phate ferti li zer would undoubtedly be of value and tests of superphosphatc are 
recommended. 

JUDSON SILT LOAM (131) 

The Judson silt loam is a minor type, covering 0.1 per cent of the total area. 
It occurs in a number of areas, the largest development being found along Trout 
Run. Other isolated areas are found widely scattered along the Turkey River 
and the Upper Iowa Ri,·er and a few of their tributaries. 

The surface soil of the ,Judson silt loam is a dark brown to black friable silt 
loam extending to a depth of 20 inches. The subsoil below 20 inches is a dark 
brown to black fri able heasy silt loam to a light silty cla y loam, being just a 
trifle lighter in color than the surface soil. There is considerable va.i"iation in 
the type, both in the soil and subsoil. There are many small pockets and ridges 
containing considerable amounts of very fine sa nd in the surface and subsurface 
layer and approaching a loam in texture. Along the Upper Iowa River near 
Decorah, the subsoil is lighter in color than the surface soil, being a loam to very 
fine sanely loam. 

In topography the Judson silt loam is flat, occurring on terraces from 4 to 
8 feet above the st.ream. The natural drainage of the soil is good. 

The type is all under cultivation and general farm crops are grown. The 
~rielcls are very similar to those secured on the Tama silt loam on the uplands. 
The type will respond to the same treatments recommended for the Tama silt 
loam. Liberal applications of farm manure will prove of value and the use of 
leguminous crops as green manures will increase the fertility of the soil. The type 
is acid, and lime should be applied for the best growth of legumes. A phosphate 
fertilizer would undoubtedly prove profitable when applied to this soil, and tests 
of superphosphate and rock phosphate a.re recommended. 

PLAINFIELD FINE SANDY LOAM (97) 

The Plainfield fine sandy loam is a minor type, covering 0.1 percent of the 
total area. It is fotmd in a number of areas somewhat limited in size. The 
largest area, consistin g· of about 80 acres, is fow1d just north of Spillville. A 
few small bodies occur along the Upper Iowa River, the largest being one-half 
mile north of Freeport. Otlier small areas occur in Sections 7 and 8 of Glen­
wood Township and in Section 36 of Pleasant Township. 

The surface soil of the Plainfield fin e sanely loam is a light brown to brown 
fine sandy loam extending to a depth of 24 inches. The subsoil is a. yellowish ­
brown fine sand. There are many variations from the typical soil. In the area 
north of Spillville the surface texture is almost a loam. In the area north of 
Freeport the surface texture varies from a fine sandy loam to fine sand, anil 
the surface is somewhat ridgy. In the southern part of this same area is loca ted 
a coarse gravelly clay loam which is encountered at a depth of about 3½ feet . 
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Included with the type is an area adj oining the Fayette County line in Section 
32 of J ackson Township, which is adjacent t o an area of Plainfield loam mapped 
in Fayette County. H ere the soil is grayish-brown friable fine sandy loam about 
8 inches in depth, grading int o a yellowish-brown or light brown fine sandy loam 

underlaid at 26 inches by a bed of sand. 
P ractically all of the type is in cult ivation , and general fa rm cro1)s are grown. 

Yields are variable, depending largely upon rainfall and seasonal conditions. 
The soil is drouthy in dry years and crops may suffer in seasons of r estr icted 

r ainfall. 
The chief need of this soil is for organic matter. Liberal applications of farm 

manure should be made, and leguminous crops turned under as green manures 
would be of considerable value. The type is acid, and lime should be used for 
the best growth of legumes. Phosphate fer tilizers would undoubtedly prove of 
value, and tests of superphosphate are strongly recommended. 

BREMER SIL'l'Y CLAY L OAM (43) 

The Br emer silty clay loam is a minor type, covering 0.1 percent of the total 
area. A number of small isolated areas of the type are developed chiefly along 

'Turkey River and its t r ibutaries. 
The surface soil of the Bremer silty clay loam is a very dark brown to black 

silty clay loam, changing to a dark brown t o black heavy clay loam at depths 
of 8 to 15 inches. The lower subsoil, below 24 to 30 inches, is a yellowish-brown 
t enacious silty clay to clay, mottled with gray. Occasionally, iron stains occur 
below 30 inches. A small ar ea of Bremer loam in Section 34 of Washington 
Township is included with this type, but no other areas of the loam were mapped. 

The surface soil of the Bremer loam, to a depth of 12 inches, is a dark brown 
to black silty friable loam. The subsoil is pra ctically identical with that of the 
typical Bremer silty clay loam. In Sections 2 and 16 of Sumn er Township the 
est ablishment of the boundary lines between the t er race and the uplands has 
been made r ather arbitrarily, as there is a gradual gradation from the Bremer 

silty clay loam to the adjacent upland. 
The type is level to flat in t opography, and the drainage is poor . All of the 

soil is in cultivation and general farm crops are grown. The chief need of the 
soil, to make it more productive, is the installation of tile to bring about adequate 
drainage. The application of a small amount of farm manure would be of valne 
on newly drained areas. 'l'he type is acid and lime should be applied to correct 
the acid condition . The use of a phosphate fertili zer would undoubtedly be of 
value and tests of rock phosphate and superphosphate are r ecommended. 

SW AMP AND BOTT OMLAND SOILS 
There ar e 6 swamp and bottomland soils and these with the area of muck make 

a total of 7 swamp and bottomland soils. They are classified in the Wabash , 
Cass and Genesee series. Together they cover 8.6 percent of the total area. 

W ABASH SILT LOAM (26) 

The ·w abash silt loam is the largest individual bottomland soil and the fifth 
largest type, covering 5.3 percent of the total area. It occurs along all of the 
larger streams and tributaries thruout the loessial section. There are also a few 
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scattered areas in the drift r egion along Turkey River west f Rd 
largest developments of the type are along Upper Iowa ; . . I geway. Th: 
Decorah. iver northwest ot 

_The Sl~rface soil of the Wabash silt loam is a :ery dark grayish-brown . 
friable silt loam, extending to a depth of 14 inches It cont . h fl.to blacK Th b ·1 · · · ams muc ne sa d 

. e su SOI is a grayish-brown or dark grayish-brown clay loam to cla ttnl d. 
with O'ray and t · 11 . . c Y, mo e . ::, some 1mes ye ow1sn-brown. Occasionally there are f · t · 
stams. Alon()' th U I . . . , am iron sh ll . ::, e ~per o~a River the soil is characteristically black but is 

a ow, m places r estmg on limestone at depths of 6 to 18 inches I S f 
~' and 7 of Decorah T~wnship, in Section 30 of Canoe Township ;nd ~n ; ;c:~:: 

;~e o!1!:~:f to; 3!0:''ll~h1p: small stri ps of the type are sometimes found in which 
particul 1 al . ~nc es is_ a black, very fine sand to fine sand. These areas are 

~r y 11gh m orgam c matter content. Along some of the shorter tributarv 
s1· treaml s inbt~ie sofutheast corner of the county, the surface soil is somewhat li IThte·~ 
n co or emcr ormed b · ·t f . 

0 

F ' 0 • . Y a mix ure o- · colluvrnl wash from the Jio-ht colored 
axtte and Clmton silt loam with that from the darker colored upla:d types 

ong the smaller streams the strips of this type are narrow and used mai~lv 
fo~pas;ure. On the uncultivated areas there is a luxuriant growth of blue oTas~ 
::~o a ew sca~ter ~d trees are found. On the cultivated areas corn is the "'chief 

P g ro~, ~ieldmg 25 to 60 bushels per acre. Some clover and t · th . 
grown With yield f 1 t 2 1mo y 1s 

;hould be proteet:J fro.:: ov:;:J':n~•:~eq!:~;;e.;::~:~ "":m:\~1!~!';,~::: 1~: s:::ludreb would1· bde fof value on n ewly drained areas. The type is acid and 
e app ie or the best "TO th f 1 ' 

fertilizer would undoubtedl o w o egumes. The use of a phosphate 
superphospl t y prove profitable, and t ests of rock phosphate and 

ia e are r ecommended. 

CASS LOAM (18) 

The Cass loam is the second 1 ro· t b tt 1 d . total area It . f d . a "es o om an s01l, covering 1 percent of the 
. is oun mamly along the Turkey River and U I . :;~::.:~~:! s:::::~•;~i:~:::long the fributary streams. Th:;::,,

0

::!';;';; 
te:d~:o~~:f: ce soil of th~ Cass loam is a_ dark brown to almost black loam, ex­
. d "'1 depth of 8 mches. It contams considerable fine sand Th b ·1 
1s a ar c brown or brown fin d 1 . • e su soi 
brown or liO'ht yello . h b e sanfi y oam, gradmg at 24 inches into a yellowish-

"' . w1s - rown ne sand Alon()' the T l R . 
most characteristically developed ; the st~bsoil b "'. ~ 1~1r~ey iver the ~ype is 
fine sand Aloncr the U . em"' a ig t yellow medmm or 
subsoil, a~d the ; exture ~~::11:0:: r!t::o:erefi is a high content of silt in the 
sand. . a ne sandy loam to a sand or fine 

In topography the Cass loam is nearl ft t 11 
ridges and mounds which - ·.J, d Y a ' a t io there are occasionally low 

. are wor ,e over by flood areas Th t , f 11 
a meandermg course thru the bott Tl d . . . e s reams o ow 
~n a few low swales and depressio:~n; ~rme~ f;ama~~ is ~ood on the type except 
is subject to overflow after he ,· om o . str eam courses. The type 
forested, mainly with willow av~ sprmg and fall rams. Originally the soil was 
trees remain. . ' as ' cottonwood, walnut and elm, but only a few 
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'l'he type is utilized lar gely for pasture, and only a very small part is under 
cultivation. The cultivated ar eas are fairly productive. Corn is the chief crop, 
and yields are good. ·when cultivated, this soil should receive liberal applica­
tions of farm manure, or leguminous crops for green manures should be turned 
under. The soil is acid and should be limed. The use of a phosphate fer tilizer, 
such as superphosphate, would undoubtedly prove of considerable value. 

"WABASH LOAM (49) 

The \Vabash loam is the third most extensively developed bottomland soil, 
covering 0.9 percent of the total area. It is found in numerous areas, being 
chiefly developed along Turkey River and the upper part of Walnut Creek. 
Areas are found, also, along practically all the streams in the western part of 
the county. Several small areas occur along the upper course of the Upper Iow:1 
River , beginning one mile east of Bluffton and extending westward to the county 
line. 

The surface soil of the Wabash loam is a black mellow loam, extending to a 
depth of 12 inches. The subsoil to 24 inches is a brown to dark broW11 heavy 
clay loam, containing some coarse sand and small gravel. At 24 inches it changes 
to a yellowish-brown clay loam to clay with some brown, yellowish-brown, or 
grayish-broWll mottlings and a few iron stains. Small pockets of silty clay or 
clay and areas of sand and gravel occur over the surface and thru the soil. In 
the area a mile east of Bluffton the soil varies from 3 to 4 inches to 3 to 4 feet 
in depth and r ests on a bed of limestone. In a few places the limestone outcrops 
at the surface. Numerous other textural variations of the type occur thruout 
the various areas. 

In topography the ·wabash loam is flat, but, except in small areas, the drainage 
is good. The ar eas along the larger streams are mostly in cultivation. Some­
what more than half the type is cropped, the remainder being utili zed for native 
blue grass pasture. The trees on the un cultivated areas consist , mainl y, of oak, 
red haw, willow and ash. Corn is the chief crop grown on the cultivated section 
and yields 25 to 50 bushels per acre, depending largely upon the seasonal con­
ditions. When cultivated, this soil will respond to applications of farm manure, 
and liberal amounts of this material should be used. It is acid in reaction and 
should be limed for the best growth of legumes. Th e use of a phosphate fer­
tilizer would undoubtedly be of value, and tests of superphosphate and rock 
phosphate are recommended. 

WABASH SILTY CL AY LOAM (-!8 ) 

The "\\Tabash silty clay loam is the fourth largest bottomland soil in the county, 
covering 0.8 percent of the total area. It is found mainly in the bottoms, along 
Walnut Creek and its t r ibutaries, Dry Run and a bran ch of Turkey River in 
the southwest corner of Lincoln Township. There are also small a reas in Sections 
3, 4 and 23 of l\'Iilitary Township, occurring· at the heads of small drainage line-; 
and over the southeastern loessial area, particularly along the head tributaries 
of Yellow River. 

The surface soil of the Wabash silty clay loam is a very dark grayish-brown 
to bla ck silty clay loam, extending to a depth of 8 to 10 inches. The subsoil 
is a dark brown to black tenacious silt~, clay to clay, changing at 20 to 22 inches 
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into a g~·ayish-brown clay loam to clay mottled with yellowish-brown and o-rav. 
Iron stam s frequently occur in the lower part of the three foot section. Alo~g 
so~e branch~s of th~ ~pper Iowa River, especiall7 in Madison and Lincoln Town­
~h1ps, there Is a varrnt10n from the typical soil. Here, along the outer edges ad­
Jacent to the upland drift soils, there is much coarse sand and gravel in the sur­
face soil. Occasionally, boulders are found. In some of the poorly drained spo'.s 
of the type a thin mucky layer 2 to 3 inches in depth is found. 

Th~ ·w abash silty clay loam occurs in depressed areas, and drainage is pooe. 
~ractically all of this type is used for pasture purposes, altho some wild ha v 
IS cut. The land is subj ect to overffow and is not suitable for cultivation tmtil 
it has been protected from overflow and thoroly drained. 

_vVhen this treatment is practiced, satisfactory yields of general farm crops 
nught be secured; as the type is naturally highly productive. When drained 
and protected from overflow, it will r espond to small applications of farm manure 
which stimulate the production of available plant food. It should be limed t~ 
correct the acid conditions prevailing in it, and applications of superphosphate 
would undoubtedly prove profitable. 

CASS FINE SANDY LOAM (130) 

The Cass fine sandy loam is a minor type, covering 0.4 percent of the total 
area. It is most extensively developed along Turkey River, occurring in dis­
connected strips one to three miles in length. It also occurs along Brockamp 
C_reek to Fest~na and along the westerly branch entering Turkey River at Spill­
v1~le. There is another development along the tributary of Turkey River four 
miles northwest of Spillville, in Sections 10 and 11. A small area lies near the 
Fayette County line on Little Turkey River. There are three small areas alona 
the Upper Iowa River three miles northwest of Bluffton and one area three mile~ 
northeast of Freeport in Section 9 of Glenwood Township. 

The _surface soil of the Cass fine sandy loam is a dark brown fine sandy loam 
extendmg to a depth of 8 inches. The subsoil is a yellowish-brown fine sand to 
loamy fine sand, grading at 24 inches into a lighter yellowish-broW11 fine sand. 
The soil and subsoil are quite uniform in color and texture, and there is little 
coarse material to a depth of 36 inches. Along Little Turkev River and its 
tributaries are some areas of Cass sandy loam. These have be;n included with 
the type because of their small extent. 

The Cass fine sandy loam is nearly all used for pasture, only a few small fields 
being in cultivation. Corn is the chiaf crop grown on the cultivated areas. :F'or 
the best growth of cultivated crops this type should receive liberal applications 
of farm manure or leguminous crops as green manures. It should be limed to 
correct acidity, and applications of superphosphate would undoubtedlv prove 
of value. • 

MUCK (21a) 

There is a small area of muck in the county, covering 0.1 percent of the total 
a_rea. It occurs in small depressed areas, generally in the center of the Clyde 
silty clay loam areas. There is a small area along Walnut Creek one-half mile 
north of Ridgeway. Other small areas lie in Sections 6 and 8 of Madison Town­
ship and Section 7 of J ackson Township and Section 34 of Sumner Township. 
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The largest developments are found in Sections 22 and 23 of Orleans Township 
and in an old slough two miles east of Bluffton along the Upper Iowa River. 

The surface soil of muck consists of a black finely divided vegetable material, 
containing some fibrous or peaty material in sppts. The surface soil is 6 to 8 
inches in depth and rests upon a black, plastic, tenacious silty clay to clay. The 
lower subsoil below 24 inches is often a grayish-brown or gray clay, mottled with 
brown and gray. The black clay usually extends to a depth of 36 inches, a 
grayish-brown clay being found at the outer edge of the area. In the area along 
Walnut Creek the surface soil is peaty and in the old slough east of Bluffton, 
the soil is swampy and peaty in character. Very little of the muck has been 
drained; most of it is used for pasture, and some wild hay is cut. The cultivated 
areas are used for corn and yield from 20 to 60 bushels per acre on the better 
decomposed and better drained areas. Small grains grow rank and are inclined 
to lodge. 

For the agricultural utilization of areas of muck, the first treatment necessary 
is adequate drainage. After draining, it is desirable to seed down the area to 
timothy and alsike clover, or some similar crop, and pasture for several years 
to permit the further decomposition of the organic matter and provide for better 
soil conditions for the growth of general farm crops. Applications of phosphate 
fertilizers and, occasionally, of potash fertilizers may be advisable on these areas 
after they have been well drained and pastured for a number of years. Vegetable 

· crops may be grown successfully on such areas, and, where these crops are pro­
duced, applications of fertilizing materials, such as superphosphate and muriate 
of potash, are desirable. 

GENESEE SILT LOAM (71) 

The Genesee silt loam is a minor type, covering OJ. percent of the total area. 
It is found along the tributary of Turkey River south of Spillville in Section 
19 of Calmar Township and also in Sections 11 and 12 of Bloomfield Township 
along the Yellow River and one of its tributaries. There are small areas in 
Sections 14 and 23 of Fremont Township. The largest area occurs in Sections 
22 and 23 of Canoe Township along Canoe Creek. 

The surface soil of the Genesee silt loam is a light-brown heavy silt loam ex­
tending to a depth of 15 inches. The subsoil is a light grayish-brown silt loam 
to light silty clay loam, containing considerable fine sand. In the areas in Sec­
tions 22 and 23 of Canoe Township and in Section 8 of Decorah Township along 
the Upper Iowa River, the soil is a yellowish-brown fine sand or sandy clay. The 
subsoil is a yellowish-brown fine sand or sandy clay, occurring at a depth of 30 
to 34 inches. Occasionally a layer of light yellowish-brown fine sand 1 to 2 inches 
thick is found in the silty soil horizon. 

Practically all of the soil is in cultivation, corn being grown almost exclusively. 
The yields of this crop amount to 25 to 50 bushels per acre. On the tmcultivated 
areas the type is used for permanent pasture which consists of bluegrass mixed 
with white clover. When the type is cultivated, it will respond to applications 
of farm manure and the turning under of leguminous green manure crops. It 
is acid in reaction and should be limed for the best crop growth. The application 
of a phosphate fertilizer would be of value, and tests of superphosphate are 
recommended. 
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ROUGH STONY LAND (78) 
A considerable area of h t 1 1 . 

, . f l . . roug s ony anc' amountmg to 5.6 percent of the total 
area is ounc in tlus countv The o· , t , f . 
U1Jp - , I R. ". "' r ea er part o . this land occurs alono· the 

er owa 1ver and extends b J 1 tl · 0 

Tl . 1 . . ac c a ong ie tributaries from one to six miles 
iere is a so a considerable are 1 C C " , . 

their t .b t . a a ong anoe reek and P aint Creek and uo 
. n u anes Only a few scatt l t . f -

to Turkey Rivei:. erec s rips are ·ound along the bluffs adjacent 

Rough s~ony land comprises the steep and abrupt slopes 
streams which have t d 1 . adjacent to the 
eludes the r t cu eep Y mto the underlying limestone. The type also in-
Upper Iowai;~~e:.~e ledges found along the larger streams, especially along the 

Small broken timber pat 1 h. . 
of a mile to three mil . ~ ies occur on t is land m continuous strips a fourth 

d . ~s lon"'. The trees on the lower slopes are usuall ine and 
~~e ~~~~t: ;f b;~: of ~irc1 tre,es ex,~ending np the slopes. At the top ai~/skirting 
underbru up an s are stnps of hardwoods, mostly oak, and patches of 
tributary s!.rea::allI scattered hazel thickets c_over the gentler slopes along the 
in width 1 . dn a few places narrow strips of cultivable soil 20 to 30 feet 

, are ocate along the e -t 1 1 ' 
the land is utilized only f . _x reme ower s opes. Except for these strips, 

or grazmg purposes. 

BOONE FINE SANDY LOAM (2IO) 
The Boone fine sandy 1 · · 

area It o . oam is a mmor type, covering 0.3 percent of the total 
east .and nc:;:e mt a ;umber of small areas, the largest being found one-half mile 
HiO'hland T as_ o. Free~ort. Other areas occur in Sections 7, 8 and 18 of 
To"' . _ownsh1!J, m Sect10n 11 of Hesper Township, in Section 31 of Calmar 
of ;~1sh1p, idnTSectim~ 6 of Washington Township, in Sections 1 2 7 8 and 17 

enwoo ownsh1p and in Secti 1 3 4 14 ' ' ' 
ship Sm 11 ons ' ' ' ' 20 and 29 of Pleasant Town-
map~ed b al ar~as occur along Trout Run in Decorah Township. Strips are 
of Canoe ~~;:/ e ;out1 stony land along the lower slopes on the upper fork 
the lower dam.~ an a ong the Upper Iowa River between the upper dam and 

The surface soil of the B fi d 1 . 
brown _fine sandy loam, ext::~:nt:os:na:pt~a: I~ ;n~f:1st b~:n tob m~ld~um l~arl'k 
yellow1sh-brown fine sand to ver _ fi . · e su soi 1s a 1g 1t 
yellow fine to .} ne sand, gradmg at 15 inches into a pale 
sand t' tl very fine sand, appearing almost white when dry. The St. Peter 's 
plac~: ~:\1e1:!~~:nt rock from which the soil is derived, is exposed in manv 

The So ·1 . . bl r_n half of the county and is whitish or pale yellow in cola; 
i is varia e m de th · f ·· · 

the slope to 2½ to 4 feet ~o,;a;~n~~1g b rom 3 t? 4 inches at the upper part of 

ja;::. :o th~ st;'ea~s a~d on the :lopee~ :~\es~~~:/~~~:!t~:et~~;;:~r slopes ad-

is mo~tl~P:::li~!c~n~nor importance agriculturally, owing to its small extent, and 
. cl . or paSture purposes. The large area on the hiITh upland 

ri ge east and northeast of Freeport is cultivated and general farm"' crops are 



72 SOIL SURVEY OF IOWA 

grown. Yields are much the same on this area as those secured on the Carring­
ton loam. It will respond to the same treatments as that type. The other areas 
support a grmvth of grass and arc used for pasture purposes. 

DUBUQUD SIL'l' LOAM (183) 

The Dubuque silt loam is a minor type in the county, covering only 0.1 percent 
of the total area. The largest development is found in Section 17 of Madison 
Township. Others occur in Sections 19 and 20 of Calmar Township east of Spill­
ville, in Sections 19 and 20 of Calmar Township, in Section 30 of Bluffton Town­
ship and in Section 7 of Springfield Townshi11. Several areas too small to map 
are scattered thru Sections 24 and 30 of Bluffton Township. 

The surface soil of the Dubuque silt loam is a grayish-yellow or ligh t yellowish­
brown silt loam, extending to a depth of 6 to 8 inches and resting on sandstone 
or limestone. Small areas of a deeper residual soil have been included with this 
type. I n these areas the soil is a heavy brown silt loam to silty clay loam to a 
depth of 10 inches underlaid by a yellowish-brown tenacious clay. The subsoil 
layer rests on a limestone bed at depths of 18 t o 30 inches. Variations from the 
typical soil occur in the extreme southwest corner of the county in Sections 19, 
29 and 30 of Jackson Township on each side of Goddard Creek. There is a total 
area of less than 200 acres . The surface area of this variation from the typical 
soil is flat and there is a general slope toward the str eam. Drainage of this area 

is good and the land is all under cultivation. 
The typical soil is utilized for general farm crops, and fa ir yields are secured, 

altho the land is apt to be drouthy owing to the shallow surface soil. The t ype 
will respond to applications of farm manure to improve the water holding cap­
acity, and the turning under of leguminous gr een manur e crops would be of 
value. It is acid in r eaction and should be limed for the best growth of legumes. 
Applications of phosphate fertilizers would be desirable. Tests of superphos-

phate are recommended. 

l 

APPENDIX 

THE SOIL SURVEY OF IOWA 
What soils need to make them highly productive and to keep them so and ho ti · d 

may be supplied, are problems which are met constantly on the farm today. w mu nee s 
To enable every ~aTmer t o solve these problems for his local conditions a com 1 if;,;~; J:tE~ff i'.ti~;~, ;'i'i~', '~:,~'~,~~::,~:::;;,i:: :::.~~ ,~' ,r~'i~t:: Ei:!!;;:, 

soil map. 1' his portion si; t/pes, -~ i~a~s,. roads, __ railrnad_s, et~:, are _accur~tely locat ed on a 
Soils of the 1Jni~ed States De;a~~ent\f el~;-i~~f ;~~~- on m cooperation with the Bureau of 

1 
S~m['1:s 0! soils are_ t aken and examined mechanically and chemically to determine their 

c iarnc er t1;n composition and to learn their needs. Pot experiments with these sam le • 
c~~d~cte~ 1~ te g reenhouse to ascertain the value of the use of manure fertilizers limes :~~ 
o ei ma ena s on the various soils. These pot tests are followed in m 'n . b' 
penments to check the results secured in the o-reenhouse. The mea erne:s ~/a~1es y field e_x-
~ble. f~ r such work has limit ed _the extent of tl~ese field studies and t~sts have n~t\!~~d;0:~t1

/; 

1tn eae_1 cto
1
unt

1
y sur veyed_. Fauly complet e results have been secured however on the main 

ypes 111 re arge soil areas. ' ' 
Fotl_lowin~ the surve;r, systems_ of soil management which should be adopted in the various 

~~u:e~:!s!~y o
0t tt'~~r d~!:~~1~in~1~~~/~~vfs°:k,8~n1u~e!

1~~~f1~1osd~£°~r~:::n::~~e a~:e e:~l~~!~~~~ 

IOWA 

Map of Iowa showing the counties surveyed. 
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PLANT FOOD I N S OILS 
Fifteen different chemical clements aro essential fo r plant food, but many of these occur 

so extensively in soil s ancl are used in such small quantities that there is pmctically no clanger 
of their ever rum1ing out . S uch, fo r example, i s the ca. c with iTon ancl aluminum, past ex­
perience showing th a t the amount of th ese clements in the soil remain pTactically constant. 

Fu rth ermore, th ere can never be a shol'tage in the clements ,vhi ch come primarily from the 
a ir such as carbon ancl oxygen, fo r th e supply of these in the atmosphere i s pmcti cally in­
cxI{austibl e. 'l'hc same is true of nitrogen, which i s now known to be taken clirectly from the 
atmosphere by well-inocul ated legumes ancl by certain. microscopic organi sms. H ence, al th.o 
many crops arc unable t o secure mtrogcn from the '.111" and arc. forced to clJ'aw on the so.1l 
supply, it is p ossible by th e proper ancl. frequent .growmg of well-mocula tecl legumes ancl their 
use as g reen manures, t o st ore up sufficient of tin s clement t o supply all the needs of succeed-
in g non-legumes. 

THE '' SOIL DERIVE D '' ELEMENTS 

Ph osphorns. potassi um, calcium ancl sulfur, known as '' soil derived'' elements, may fre­
quently b e lacking in soils, and then a fer tilizin g material c~rryi_ng the n.ecess;i,r:i: c~ement 1:1ust 
be used . Phosphorns is the element most likely to b e deficient 111 all soils. I1~1 s i s especially 
true of Iowa soils. P otassium frequ ently is lacking in peats and swampy soil s, but normal 
soil s in Iowa ancl elsewhere are usuall y well suppli ed with this element. Calcium may be low 
in soils which have borne a heavy growth of a legume, especially alfalfa; but a shortage of 
this element is very unlikely. It seems possible from r ecent t ests that s1:1lfur may b e lacking 
in many soil s, for applications of sulfur fertiliz~rs have l?rovccl of value ~n som?. cases. How­
ever , little is known as yet regarding the relatrnn. of tlu~ elem~nt t? soil fertility:. If la te r 
studies show its importance for plant growth and its deficiency 111 soils, sulfur fert ilizers may 
come t o be considered of much value. 

AVAILABLE AND UN AV AIL.ABLE PLANT FOOD 

Frequently a soil analysis shows the presence of such abundance of the .essential pl~.nt foo_cls 
that the conclusion might be drawn that crops should be properly supplied for an rn~efuute 
period. However , applications of a fertilizer containing one of the elements prese.nt rn su~h 
large quantities in the soil may bring about an appreciable and even profitable rncrease m 

crops. 
'!.' ho explanation of this p eculiar state of affairs lies in the f~ct tha~ all the plant_ food 

shown by analysis t o be present in soil s is not in a usabl e form; it is sa1cl to b ~ 1inavOA,la~ltJ. 
Plants cannot take up foocl unless it is in solution; hence available plant foocl is that wluch 
is in solution. Analyses show not only this solution or availab:e poi-tion, but also tl:e very 
much larger insoluble or unavailable pai-t. 'l'he t.o~f~l ~mount of plant .food m the soil may, 
therefore, be abundant for numerous crops, but if it 1s not made available rapidly enough, 
plants will suffer for proper foocl. . . . . 

Bacteria ancl molds a1·e the agents wlnch brmg about the change of rnsolubl e, ~na".a1lable 
material into available form. If conditions in the soil are satisfactory for their vigorous 
growth and sufficient t otal plant food is preSCI\t, these organisms will bring about the pro­
duction of enough soluble material to support good crop growth. 

REMOVAL OF PLANT FOOD BY CROPS 

The decrease of plant food in the soil i s the direct r esult of removal by crops, altho there 
is often some loss by leaching also. A study of the am.ounts of nitroge~, phosphorus, and 
potassium r emoved by some of the common farm crops Wlll show how rapidly these elements 
are used up under nverage farming con.ditions. . . 

The amount s of these elements in various farm crops are g iven m table I. The amount of 
calcium and surfur in the crops is not included, as it is only i·ecently that the removal of these 
elements has been considered important enough to warrant analyses. . . . 

The figures in the table show also the value of .tl_ie three el~n:ents contarned m the different 
crops, calculated from the market value of f ertilizers contarnrng t)1em.. Thus the value of 
nitrogen is figured at 16 cents per pound, the cost of the. element rn mtrate of s?da; p~os­
phorus at 12 cents, the cost in superphosphate, and potassmm at 6 cents, the cost m munate 
of potash. . 

It is evident from the table that the continuous growth of any common farm crop without 
returning these three important elements will leacl fin'.1-ll Y to a shortage of pla1!-t food in the 
soil. 'l'he nitrogen supply is drawn on the most heavily by all the crops, but m the case of 
alfalfa and clover only a small part should b e taken from the soil. If these legumes arn 
inoculated as they should be, they will take most of their nitrogen from t!tc atmosphere. 
The figures are therefore entirely t oo high for the nitrog~n taken fro~1 the soil b~ these . two 
crops, but the loss of nitrogen fr~m tl~e soil by. removal rn no_n-legununous crops is ~ons1dcr­
able. The phosphorns and p otassmm rn the soil are also rapiclly reducecl by the. g1owth o.f 
orclimu-y crops. While the nitrogen supply may be kept up by the use of legununous g reen 
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TABLE I. PLANT FOOD IN CROPS AND VALUE 
Calculating Nitrogen (N) at 16c (~odium Nitrate (NaNO3) ) , Phosphorns (P) at 12c 

(Superphosphatc), ancl P otassmm (K) at 6c (Potassium Chloride (KCI) ). 

Crop 

Corn, grain 
Corn, stover 
Corn, crop 
Wheat, grain 
·wheat, straw 
Wheat , crop 
Oats, grain 
Oats, straw 
Oats, crop 
Barley, grain 
Barley, straw 
Barley, crop 
Rye, grain 
Rye, straw 
Rye, crop 
Potatoes 
Alfalfa, hay 
Timothy, hay 
Clover, hay 

Yield 

75 bu. 
2.25 T . 

30 bu. 
1.5 T. 

50 bu. 
1.25 T . 

30 bu. 
0.75 T. 

::JO bu. 
1.5 T. 

300 bu. 
6 T . 
3 'r. 
3 T. 

I Plant Food, Lbs. T 

I I 
Phos. I Potas-

Nitrogen phorus sium 

75 
36 

111 
42 .6 
15 
57 .6 
33 
15.5 
48.5 
23 

9.5 
32.5 
29.4 
12 
41.4 
63 

300 
72 

120 

12.75 
4.5 

17.25 
7.2 
2.4 
9.6 
5.5 
2.5 
8 
5 
1 
6 
6 
3 
9 

12.7 
27 

9 
15 

14 
39 
53 

7.8 
27 
34.8 
8 

26 
34 
5.5 

13 
18.5 

7.8 
21 
28.8 
90 

144 
67.5 
90 

Value of Plant Food 

Nitro­
gen 

$12.00 
5.76 

17.76 
6.81 
2.40 
9.21 
5.28 
2.48 
7.76 
3.68 
1.52 
5.20 
4.70 
1.92 
6.62 

10.08 
48.00 
11.52 
19.20 

Phos­
phorus 

$1.52 
0.54 
2.07 
0.86 
0.28 
1.14 
0.66 
0.30 
0.96 
0.60 
0.12 
0.72 
0.72 
0.36 
1.08 
1.25 
3.24 
1.08 
1.80 

I 
Potas­
sium 

$0.84 
2.34 
3.18 
0.46 
1.62 
2.08 
0.48 
1.56 
2.04 
0.33 
0.78 
1.11 
0.46 
1.26 
1.72 
5.40 
8.64 
3.95 
5.40 

Total 
Value 

of 
Plant 
Food 
$14.37 

8.64 
23.01 

8.13 
4.30 

12.43 
6.42 
8.28 

14.70 
4.61 
2.42 
7.03 
5.88 
3.54 
9.42 

17.00 
59.88 
16.55 
16.40 

man_u!·e crops, phosphorus and potassium must be supplied by the use of expensive commercial 
fertilizers. 

The. cash value of the plant food removed from soils by the growth and sale of various 
crops 1s ~onsiclera?le. .r;ven whern the grain a l 'lne is sold and the crop residues are returned 
t o the so1l, ther.e is a large loss of fertility, ancl if the entire crop is removed and no return 
macle, the loss IS almost doubled. It is evident, therefore, that in calculating the actual in­
come from the rnle of farm crops, the value of the plant foocl removed from the soil should 
be subtracted from the proceeds, at least in the case of constituents which must be replaced 
at the present time. · 

Of course, if the crops procured are f eel on the f a rm and the manure carefully preserved 
'.1-ncl used, a. lar~e part of the valuable matt.er in the cr ops will be returned to the soil. '!'his 
is the case m ltvestock ancl dai~y farming where the products solcl contain only a portion of 
the valuable elements of pla:rit foocl. i:emoved from the soi l. In g rain farn1ing, however, green 
manur? c~·ops ancl. commercial fertilizer.s must be clepencled upon t o supply plant food de­
:ficiencies rn the s01l. It should be ment ioned that the proper use of crop residues in this lat­
ter system of fanning reduces con siderably plant foocl loss. 

REMOVAL FROM IOWA SOILS 

It has been con.servat~vely estimated that the plant food taken from Iowa soils ancl shipped 
out of the. state 111 gram amounts t o about $30,000,000 annually . This calculation is based 
01;- the estimate o! the secretary of th e 'Ncstcrn Grain Dealers' .Association that 20 percent 
of, ! he corn ancl 3n . t.o 4~ percent of ~h e .oats p roclucecl in the state is shipped off the farms. 

I Ins loss of fert1h~y is unc~enly d1stnbuted over the sta te, varying as farmers do more or 
less livestock ancl dairy farn~mg or g:rain fa rming. In grain farming, where no manure i s 
procl1iced ancl the enti re gram crop IS solcl, the soil may very quickly become deficient in 
cert am necessary plant foods . Eventually, however, all soils are clcpletecl in essential foo d 
matcn als, whatever system of farming is followed. 

PERMANENT FERTILI1'Y IN IOWA S OILS 
'!.' he pralim_inary study of Iowa soils, already reported, revealed the fact th at there is not 

an rne_xhaustible suppl_Y of m t rogcn, phosphorus ancl potass ium in the soils of the state. 
P otassmm was found m much larger amouu ts than the other two clements and it was con­
cluded, therefore, that att ention should be .centered at the present time on n'itrogen and phos­
ph orus. In ~p1te of the fact th a t Io1Ya soils are still comparatively fe rtile and crops are still 
la rgo there i s abundant _cv1cle~cc at hand to prove th at the best possible yields of certain 
crops are not berng obt amecl m ma~~ cas?s because of the lack of necessary plant foods or 
bcca~se of the la~k of proper conditions rn the soil for the growt h of plants and the pro­
duction, by bacteria, of available plant foocl. 
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Proper system of farming will insure the production of satisfactory crops and the mai~­
t enance of permanent fertility and the adoption o~ such systems should not be delayed u1:til 
the ci·op yields are much lower, for _then it_ will mvolve a long, tedious and ".ery expens!ve 
fight to bring· the soil back to a fertile condition. If proper methods are p1;it mto 012erat10_n 
while comparatively large amounts of certam plant foods are still present m the soil, _it 1s 
relatively easy to keep them abundant and attention may be centered on other elements likely 
to be limiting factors in crop production. . . _ . . 

Soi.ls may be kept permanently fertile by acloptmg certam practices winch will be sum-
marized here. 

CULTIVATION AND DRAINAGE 

Cultivation and drainage a re two of the most important farm operations in keeping the 
soil in a favorable condition for crop production, largely because they help control the 
moisture in the soil. 

The moisture in soils is one of the most important factors goveniing crop production. 1f 
the soil is too dry, plants suffer for lack o_f wate!· ? ~cessary to brin!; the1;1 their fo?d and also 
for lack of available plant food. Bactenal activities are so r estn ct ecl m dq soils that the 
production of available plant food practically ceases .. If t oo :nuch moisture_ is present, plants 
likewise refuse to grow properly b ecause of the exclusion of au from the soil and. the a~sen~e 
of available food. Decay is checked in the absence of air, all be1:eficial bactenal acti.on is 
limited and humus, or organic matter, containing plant food c?nstituents _m an ~navailable 
form, accumulates. The infertility of low-lymg, swampy soils is a good il)nstrat10n. o~ ~he 
action of excessive moisture in restrict ii1 g plant growth by stoppmg aeration and lmntmg 
beneficial decay processes. . 

While the amount of moisture in the soil depends very largely on the ramfall, an)'. excess o_f 
water may be removed from the soil by drainage and the amo;1nt _of water present !n. the soil 
may be conserved cluTing the p eriods of clrouth by thoro cultivation or the mamt_ammg of a 
good mulch. Th e need for drainage is d~termined partly by the nature of the soil, but _more 
particularly by the subsoil. If the subsoil is a heavy, tight clay, _a surface clay lo_an:i will be 
rather readily affected by excessive rainfall. 01: the other !1and, _if the surface soi~ is sandy, 
a heavy subsoil will be of advantage m preve~1tmg the rapid drymg out of the soil and also 
in checking losses of valuable matter by leachrng. 

THE ROTATION OF CROPS 

Experience has shown manf times that the c.outinuous growth of one crop takes tl~e feitili_ty 
out of a soil much more rapidly than a rotation of crops. One of the most nnpo1tant faIJ? 
practices, therefore, from the standpoint of soil ~e:tility, is the ~-otation of c:·ops of a basis 
suited to the soil, climatic, farm and market conditions .. The choice of cr?p_s is so large that 
no difficulty should be experienced in selecting those ~mtable f?r all_ conditions. . . . 

There is a third explanation of the value o~ rotat~ons. It_ i~ c_laimed that crops m then 
growth produce certain substances called ''toxic'' winch_ are lllJu~ous to the same cr?p, but 
have no effect on certain other crops. In proper rotations the time between ~wo clifferei:,t 
crops of the same plant is long enough to allow the ' 'toxic '' substances to b~ disposed of m 
the soil or made harmless. This theory has not been commonly ac~epted, cluefly because of 
the lack of confirmatory evidence. It seems extremely doubtful if t~e amo~nts of_ these 
, , toxic', substances could be large enough to bring about the effects evidenced m contmuous 

cropping. · · · 'd t t l t f But whatever the reasons for the bad effects of continuous croppmg, it 1s evi en ia . or 
all gdocl systems of farming some definite rotation should be adopted, an~ t hat rotation~ 
should always contain a legume, because of the value of such crops to the soil. . In no _othe1 
way can the humus and nitrogen content of soils be kept up so cheapl;i: and satisfactonly as 
by the use of legumes, either as r egular or ''catch'' crops m the rotation. 

MANURING 

There must always be enough humus, or organic matter, a1:cl _nitrogen in the. soil if s_a!is­
factory crops are to be secured. H um~s not only k~eps the _soil m the best physical condition 
for crop growth, but it supplies ~- consi_derable portwn of mtrogen . An abund~nce _of hum~s 
may always be considered a renable mclication of the presence of much n!trogen. . This 
nitrogen does not occur in a form available for plants, but WJth proper p)1ysical conditions 
in the soil, the nonusable nitrogen in the animal and vegetable matter wluch. makes _up the 
humus, is made usable by numerous bacteria and change~ _i~to soluble and available _mtrat_es. 

The humus, or organic matter,. also ei:courag_es th~ activities of many o~her bactel';a wlnch 
produce carbon dioxide and vanous ac1ds wlnch dissolve and make available the msoluble 
phosphorus and potassium in the soil. . . . . 

Three materials may be used to supply the orgamc matter an~ mtrogen of soils. These are 
farm manure crop residues and green manure, the first two bemg much more co11;n:on. 

By using ~11 the crop residues, all the manure produced on the farm, and giving well-

L 
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inoculated legumes a place in the rotation for green manure crops, no artificial means of 
maintaining the humus and nitrogen content of soils need be resorted to. 

. 
THE USE OF PHOSPHORUS 

Iowa soils are not abundantly supplied with phosphorus. Moreover, it is possible by the 
use of manures, green manures, crop residues, straw, stover, etc., to return to the soil the 
entire amount of that element removed by crops. Crop residues, stover and straw merely 
return a portion of the phosphorus removed, and while their use is important in checking the 
loss of the element, they cannot stop it . Green manuring adds no phosphorus that was not 
used in the growth of the grnen manure crop . Farm manure returns part of the phosphorus 
removed by crops which are fed on the farm, but not all of it. While, therefore, immediate 
scarcity of phosphorus in Iowa soils cannot be positively shown, analyses and results of 
experiments show that in the more or less distant future, phosphorus must be applied or crops 
will suffer for a lack of this element. Furthermore, there are indications that its use at 
present would prove profitable in some instances. 

Phosphorus may be applied to soils in three commercial forms, bone meal, superphosphate 
and rock phosphate. Bono meal cannot be used generally, b ecause of its extremely liniited 
production, so the choice rests between rock phosphate and superphosphate. Experiments arti 
now under way to show which is more economical for farmers in the state. Many tests must 
be conducted on a large variety of soil types, uncler widely differing conditions, and thru 
a rather long period of years. It is at present impossible to make these experiments as com­
plete as desirable, owing to small appTOpriations for such work, but the results secured from 
the t est s now in progress will be published from time to time in the different county reports. 

Until such definite advice can be given for individual soil types, it is urged that fanners 
who are interested make comparisons of rock phosphate and superphosphate on their own 
farms. In this way they can determine at first hand the relative value of the two materials. 
I nformation and suggestions regarding the carrying out of such tests may be secured upon 
application to the Soils Section. 

LIMING 

Practically all crops grow better on a soil which contains lime, or in other words, on one 
which is not acid. As soils become acid, crops grow smaller, bacterial activities are reduced 
and the soil becomes infertile. Crops are differently affected by acidity in the soil; some 
refuse to grow at all; others grow but poorly. Only in a very few instances can a satisfactory 
crop be secured in the absence of lime. Therefore, the addition of lime to soils in which it is 
lacking is au important principle in permanent soil fertility. All soils gradually become acid 
because of the losses of lime and other basic materials tluu leaching and the production of 
acids in the decomposition processes constantly occurring in soils. Iowa soils are no exception 
to the general rul e, as was shown by the tests of many representative soils reported in Bulletin 
No. 151 of this station. Particularly are the soils in the Iowan drift , Mississippi loess and 
Southern Iowa loess areas likely to be acid. 

All Iowa soils should therefore be t ested for acidity before the crop is seeded, particularly 
when legumes, such as alfalfa or red clover, are to be grown. Any farmer may test his own 
soil and determine its need of lime, according to simple directions in Bulletin No. 151, re­
ferred to above. 

As to the amount of lime needed for acid soil s as a general rule sufficient should be applied 
t o neutralize the acidity in the surface soil and then an additional amount of one or two tons 
per acre. 

SOIL AREAS IN IOWA 
There are five large soil areas in Iowa, the ·wisconsin drift, the Iowan clrirt, the Missouri 

loess, t he Mississippi loess and t l10 Southern Iowa loess. These five divisions of the soils of 
the state are based on the geological for<oes which brought about the formation of the various 
soil areas. The various areas are shown in the map, fig. 20. 

With the exception of the northeastern part of the state, the whole surface of Iowa was in 
ages past overnm by great continental ice sheets. These great masses of ice moved slowly 
over the land, crushing and grinding the rocks beneath and carrying along with them the 
material which they accumulated in their progress. Five ice sheet s invaded Iowa at different 
geological eras, coming from different directions and carrying, therefore, different rock materia l 
with them. 

The deposit, or sheet, of earth debris left after the ice of such glaciers melts is called 
'' glacial till'' or ''drift'' and is easily distinguished by the fact that it is usually a rather 
stiff clay containing pebbles of all sorts as well as large boulders of '' nigger heads.'' Two 
of these drift areas occur in Iowa today, the Wisconsin drift and the Iowan drift, covering 
the north central part of the state. The soils of these two drift areas are quite different in 
chemical composition, clue primarily to the different ages of the two ice invasions. The Iowan 
drift was laid clown at a much earlier period and is somewhat poorer in plant food than the 
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Wisconsin drift soil, having undergone considerable leaching in the time which has elapsed 
since its formation. 

Th e drift deposits in the remfl.inder of the state have been covered by so-called loess soils, 
vast accumulations of dust-like materials which settl ed out of the air during a period of 
geological time when climatic conditions were very different than at present. These loess 
soils are very porous in spite of the fine t extme and they rarely contain large pebbles or 
stones. They present a strong eontrast t o the drift soils, which are somewhat heavy in t exture 
and filled with pebbles and stone. The three loess areas in the state, the Missouri, the Missis­
sippi and tlie Southern Iowa, are distinguished by differences in texture and appearance, and 
they vary considerably in value for farming purposes. In some sections the loess is very deep, 
while in other places the underlying leached till or drift is very close to the surface. The 
fertility of these soils and their needs are greatly influenced, therefore, by their depth. 

It will be seen that the soils of the state may be roughly divided into two classes, drift soils 
and loess soils, and that further division may then be made into various drift and loess soils 
because of differences in period of formation, characteristics and general composition. More 
accurate information demands, however, that further divisions be made. The different drift 
and loess soils contain large numbers of soil types which vary among themselves, and each of 
these should receive special attention. 

THE SOIL SURVEY BY COUNTIES 

It is apparent that a general survey of the soils of the state can give only a very general 
idea of soil conditions. Soils vary so widely in character and composition, depending on many 
other factors than their source, that definite knowledge concerning their needs can be secured 
only by thoro and complete study of them in place in small areas. Climatic conditions, to­
pography, depth and character of soil, chemical and mechanical composition and all other 
factors affecting crop production must be considered. 

This is what is accomplished by the soil survey of the state by counties, and hence the needs 
of individual soils and proper systems of management may be worked out in much greater 
detail and be much more complete than would be possible by merely considering the large 
areas separated on the basis of their geological origin. In other words, while the unit . in 
the general survey is the geological history of the soil area, in the soil survey by counties 
or any other small area, the unit i s the soil type. 

GENERAL SOIL CHARACTERISTICS 

Soil types possess 1~1ore or lern definite characteristics whicl~ ma:y _be determined lar~ely m 
the field altho some laboratory study is necessary for final disposition. Usually the hue of 
separati~n between adjoining soil types is quite distinct and it is a simple matter to locate 

SOIL AREAS Of IOWA 

F ig. 20. Map showing p rincipal soil areas in Iowa. r 
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the type boundaries. !n some cases, however, there is a g raduation from one type to ano ther 
a~d then the boundan es . may be ~xed only with great difficulty. The error introduced into 
s01l survey work from tlus source is very small and need cause little concern. 

The f act ors which must be taken into account in establishing soil types have been well 
enumerated by tho_ Illmo~s _Experiment . Station in its _ Soii. Report N o. 1. They are : 

I. The geological on gm of the s011, whether residual, glacial, loessial, alluvial, colJuvial 
or cumulose. 

2. The t opography or lay of the land. 
3. The strncture or depth and character of the surface, subsurf ace and subsoil. 
4. 'l'he ph_Ysical and mechanical composition of different strata composing the soil, as the 

percentages of gravel, sand, silt, clay and organic matter which they contain. 
5. The t exture or porosity, granulation, friability plasticity etc. 
6. 'l'he color of the st rata . ' ' 
7. 'l'he natural drainage. 
8. The agricultural value based upon its natural productiveness. 
9. Native vegetation. 

10. The ultimate chemical composition and reaction. 
The common soil constituents may be given as follows : t 

Organic matter 

Inorganic matter 

{ 
All partially destroyed or decomposed 

vegetable and animal material. 

Stones-over 32 mm.* 
Gravel-32-2.0 mm. 
Very coarse sand-2.0-1.0 mm. 
Coarse sand-1.0-0.5 mm. 
Medium sancl- 0.5- 0.25 mm. 
Fine sancl- 0.25- 0.10 mm. 
Very fine sand-0.10- 0.05 mm. 
Silt- 0.05-0.00 mm. 

SOILS GROUPED BY TYPES 

The general groups of soils by types are indicated thus by the Bureau of Soils. 
P eats-Consisting of 35 percent or more of organic matter sometimes mixed with more or 

less sand or soil. ' 
Peaty Loams-15 to 35 percent 01·ganic matter mixed with much sand and silt and a little 

clay. . 
M11c'.ts--25 to 35 percent of partly decomposed organic matter mixed with much clay and 

some silt. · 
Clays-Soils with more than 30 percent clay usually mixed with much silt; always more 

than 50 percent silt and clay. ' 
Silty Clay Loams-20 to 30 percent clay and more than 50 percent silt. 
C!ay L oams-20 to 30 percent clay and less than 50 percent silt and some sand. 
Silt Loams-20 percent clay and more than 50 percent silt mixed with some sand. 
Loams-L ess than 20 percent clay and leos than 50 percent silt and from 30 to 50 percent 

sand. 
Sa:ndy Clays-20 percent silt and small amounts of clay up to 30 percent. 
Fine Sandy Loams-More than 50 percent fine sand and very fine sand mixed with less than 

25 percent very coarse sand, coarse sand and medium sand, much silt and a little clay; silt 
and clay 20 to 50 percent. 

Sandy Loams-More than 25 percent very coarse, coarse and medium sand; silt and clay 
20 to 50 percent. 

Very J!ine Sand-More than 50 percent fine sand and less than 25 percent very coarse, coarse 
and _medrnm sand, less than 20 percent silt and clay. 

Fine Sand- More than 50 percent fine sand and less than 25 percent very coarse coarse and 
medium sand, less than 20 percent silt and clay. ' 

Sand-More than 25 percent very coarse, coarse and medium sand less than 50 percent fine 
sand, less than 20 percent silt and clay. ' 

Coarse Sand-More than 25 percent very coarse, coarse and medium sand, less than 50 per-
cent of other grades, less than 20 percent silt and clay. 

Gravelly Loams-25 to 50 percent very coarse sand and much sand and some silt. 
Gravels-More than 50 percent very coarse sand. 
Stony Loams-A large number of stones over one inch in diameter . 

. METHODS USED IN THE SOIL SURVEY 

It may be of some interest to state briefly the methods which are followed in the field in 
surveying the soils. 

* 25mm equals 1 in . t Bureau of Soils H andbook. 
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As has been indicated the complet ed map is intended to show the accurate location and 
boundaries, not only of all soil t ypes but also of the streams, roads, railroads, etc. 

The first st ep, therefore, is the choice of an accurate base map and any official map of the 
county may be chosen for this purpose. Such maps are always cheeked to correspond correctly 
with the land survey. The location of every stream, road and railroad on the map is likewise 
carefully verified and corrections are frequently nee\lssary. When an accurate base map is 
not available the field party must first prepare one. 

The section is the unit area by which each county is surveyed and mapped. The distances 
in the roads are determined by an odometer attached to the vehicle, and in the field by pacing, 
which is done with accuracy. The directions of the streams, roads, railroads, etc., are de­
termined by the use of the compass and the plane t able. The character of the soil types is 
ascertained in the section by the use of the auger, an instrument for sampling both the sur­
face soil and the subsoil. 'l'he boundaries of each type are then ascertained accurately in the 
section and indicated on the map. Many samplings are frequently necessary, and individual 
sections may contain several soil t ypes and require much time for mapping. In other eases, 
the entire sect ion may contain only one soil type, which f act is readily ascertained, and in 
that case the mapping may proceed rapidly. 

When one section is complet ed, the party passes t o the next section and the location of all 
soil t ypes, streams, etc., in that section is then checked with their location in the adjoining 
area just mapped. Careful attention is paid to the topographic features of the area, or the 
'' lay of the land,'' for the charact er of the soils is found t o correspond very closely to the 
conditions under which they oeeur. 

Th e field party is composed of two men, and all observations, measurement s and soil type 
boundaries are compared and checked by each man. 

'rhe determinations of soil types are verified also by inspection and by consultation with 
those in charge of the work at the Bureau of Soils and at the Iowa Agricultural Experiment 
Station. When the entire count y is completed, all the section maps of field sheets are assembled 
and any variations or questionable boundaries are verified by further observations of the 
particular area . 

The completed map, therefore, shows as accurat ely as possible all soils and soil boundaries, 
and it constitutes also an exact map of the county. 


