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Forests and woodlands provide many benefits to 
Iowans and their visitors. Iowans earn millions of 
dollars each year from the harvest of timber and the 
manufacturing of wood and wood fiber products. 
On steep slopes and ridgetops, forests prevent 
erosion of soi ls and subsequent pollution of lakes 
and streams. In addition, forests provide habitat for 
a wide variety of game and non-game wildlife; they 
provide a pleasant environment for many recrea
tion activities such as hiking , camping , picnicking, 
and hunting ; and they add a great deal of beauty 
and.diversity to the Iowa landscape. 

To encourage proper stewardship of these 
woodlands, the Iowa Forest Reservation Laws pro
vide that forest land which meets certain criteria 
may be assessed for tax purposes at $4 per acre. 

For land to qualify as a forest reservation it must 
satis1fy several criteria: 

Size of Forest 
The forested area must be at least 2 continuous 

acres in size and not less than 66 feet wide (except 
where trees are 1growing along a ditch or gully to 
control erosion . In such cases, any width will 
qual ify providing the total forested area is at least 2 
acres). No ground on which farm ·buildings stand 
will be included in the forest reservation . 

Number of Trees Per Acre 
Each acre of forest reservation shall contain not 

less than 200 growing forest trees. Areas contain
ing less than 200 trees on each acre can be placed 
in forest reserve if the owner agrees to carry out 
certain practices such as tree planting which will 
assure a minimum of 200 forest trees on each acre 
within 2 years after the area is designated a forest 
reservation. 

Prepared by Randall Heiligmann, extension forester, from chapters 
161 and 441 of the Code ollowa. 



>rest Tree Species 
For the purpose of establishing a forest reserva
n the f"llowing shall be considered forest trees: 
h, black cherry, black walnut. butternut, catalpa, 
,ffee tree , elms , hackberry , hickories, 
1ney locust , Norway and Carolina poplars, 
Jlberry, oaks, sugar maple, cottonwood , soft ma
~. Osage orange, basswood , black locust. Euro
!an larch and other coniferous trees, and all other 
·est trees introduced into the state for experimen-
purposes. 

Owners of artificial groves surrounded by a pro
:tive border of willows, boxelders, or poplars not 
xe than 2 rows wide may count these trees for 
~ purpose of meeting the minimum 200 forest 
!es on each acre. 
Owners of artifi cia l groves in which boxe lder has 
!en used as nurse trees may count these trees for 
~ purpose of meeting the minimum 200 forest 
!es on each acre providing the number of nurse 
!es does not exceed 100 trees on each acre. 

vestock 
No cattle , horses, mules, sheep, goats, or hogs 
~ permitted on forest reservations. 

mber Harvesting and Removal 
Not more than one-fifth of the total number of 
!es in the forest reservation may be removed in 
y single year, un less the trees die of natural 
,uses. When the number of trees in the forest re 
rvation falls below 200 trees on each acre as the 
suit of such harvesting or natural mortality, the 
mer shall within one year restore the number of 
ies to not less than 200 trees on each acre by 
1atever means necessary. 

dministration of Laws 
Forest reservations are administered by the 
1unty assessor. All inquiries and application for a 
·est reservation should be made to the county as
ssor's office in the county in which your forest 
operty is located . 



... AND JUSTICE FOR ALL 
Proe;rams and actrvlt1es of Cooperative Ertens1on Service are 
available to all potential chen tele without regard to race , 
color, su or national oua:1n. Anyone who feels d1scuminated 
aaa,nst should send a complaint w1thm 90 days to the Sec• 
retary of Aauculture, Washington, DC. 20250. 

operative Extension Service. Iowa State Un1vers1ty of Science and Technology and ti 
,ted States Department of Agnculture cooperating Charles E Donhowe. d1rectc 
1es. Iowa 01s tnbuted in furtherance of the Acts of Congress of May 8 and June 30. 1911 
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