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ENGL

HINTS ON I\II )\IP() IIIH\

We copy the following excellent ﬂl‘tic‘](‘ upon English Com-
position, by George R. R. Cockburn, M.
G‘j f',rfur'n.-mn !Ul‘ I_. ppe

- from the Journal

Canada, and Fﬂl‘lﬂ‘lﬁlt‘ﬂd its carefal

perusal to all of our readers. There is great lack of proper in-
all of
in the
manner of teaching as well as the amount of instruction allotted

to this department of learning.

struction in this most nnportant branch of education, in
our schools, and we hope to see a marked improvement,

In a country like this, where every one who aspires to occupy
any position is miore or less called upon to express his senti-
ments wublicly, either orally or through the medium of the
press, we should imagine that English Composition would hold
a prominent place in the schedule of our school studies. But
our daily experience tells us that such is not the case, and that
we are generally left to acquire that art in a loose, nondescript
manner after we are supposed to have finished our education.
We believe, however, that many of our zealous teachers are
fully sensible of this defect, but have been deterred from giving
this branch a prominent place in the regular curriculum of
studies, from an exaggerated idea of the difficulty of training
the youthful mind to the art of composition. With a view to
remove this difficulty, and to answer verious inquiries, we
desire to offer the following few simple hints on English Com-
position. We would commence by remarking that the great
bughbear in the way of teaching English Composition, has been
th‘a' the subjects given out by the master have not been adapted
to the mental powers of the ~r1|'11 Any one may be convinced
of the truth of this remark, by tmmn; over the pages of any
mdin.ln fnm]m\‘i\i‘ill t‘!.i.“-l‘lrmk. in which, among the list Uf
subjects for essays, Iw will find such nice .dnrm-'rmm as *“Vir-
tue 15 1Is own rew m:i v Hone \N; 18 the be st ;Ju H‘I,r : “Be NeNo=-
lence,” ** Charity,”’ ** Beauty,” ** Envy,” “ Vice,”’ ** Truth,”
“Justice,” «“ Time,” &c. Now-these nuts are rather hard for
any one to crack: and to set any ordinary man—far less a
child, with its feeble, undeveloped powers—io write about such
airy, flceting abstractions, is simply absurd. The food is too
strong, and not adapted to the intellectual digestive organs of
the child. You must tempt it by a lighter, simpler, and more
nourishing diet: and that you can easily pw'ure by adopting
the following recipe :—Take a short, pithy fairy tale, or heart-
stirring deed from history ; read it carefully over onece, or twice
if necessary, to the litile fellows, who will listen to it with
breathless attention. Then encourage one of them to repeat,
as he best can, on the spur of the moment, the same story : and
when he has done so, tell the whole class to reproduce it as

|

carefully as they c

\ can, but to use every fresdom in the handling
of the subject. In this manner you will help to mnlmnu—A
what in a young ¢ class it 1s most essential to cultivate—the
habit of attention and sustained intellectual effort: and the fact
of one of their class-mates having repeated the story, will en-
courage the dullest to persevere. You can then cause two or
three boys to reproduce, on the black board, their essays, in
whole or in part, which you can thus publicly eriticise.

After warning the class against similar errors, you may send
them all to their seats, to w rrite a second or improved copy, by
which means you bring vividly before the boy the fact of his
progressing—one of the greatest levers in self education. When
in this manner they have had sufficie m practice in composing
in a variety of il\hs so as to be able to punctuate correetly
(which may be taught in a very few lessons by the analysis of
sentences), and to write pretty fluently, llw next step 1s to
throw them more on their own resources, by s rrm'm;: to them

various subjects for original composition, nl\m-r care, however,

that these Le confined to things which they have seen or han-
dled, or can easily imagine. They may thus deseribe a ship-
wreck, fire at sea, cricket-match, boat-race, battle scene, holiday
excursions, &c. The teacher can thus allow full to
individual taste and talent, and can help the backward —but
let him beware of compelling his pupils to write a theme nicely
cut up and dissected into so many dry morscls, lahclled with
equally dry names, and thus attempt to force every boy to
think alike and in a regular order.

SCope

The higher style of composition may now be safely entered
upon by the more advanced pupils, to whom the master may
give critical or parallel biographies : historical. imeginative, or
other themes, which require a huh cultivated mind and taste,
and powers of nice discrimination. In these higher subjects he
will find it almost indispensable to have at his command a fair
school library, to which he can refer the pupils for consultation
or preliminary reading. Let them have full time to digest what
they read, so that their thoughts may not be mere crude repe-
titions of the ideas of others.

Such is a rough outline of the manner in which we conceive
English Composition may be taught. The judicious teacher
may also avail himself of other means to aid the pupils in ac-
quiring that art. Thus, by making it a rule, at least in the
junior classes, to admit no answer which does not contain a
clearly expressed definite proposition,—by teaching history not
so much by questioning as by demanding an or al or written
account of a particular lesson or subject,—by requiring in the
classics a full, good English (not Latin-English) translation of
every passage, instead of allowing both languages to be mur-
dered piecemeal by that carious grammatical hybrid termed
‘“construing;” by causing the pupils themselyes to comment on
and recite chnwe picces of our best .mth--r ; by avoiding the
pernicious habit of correcting pages of bad grammar, which is
one of the surest methods of teaching a boy bad grammar, by
familiarising him with it; by instituting among the senior
pupils a carefully conducted debating society : ln. these and
such similar appliances as will occur to every one who has
studied the philosophy of the human mind, in connection with
instruction, the art of English Composition can be easily and
pleasantly acquired, and a good mental training be at the same
time secured. In conclusion, we would draw the particular
attention of every teacher to the orthography of his pupils, and
the necessity of curtailing their spasmodic eflusions.
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. \\’1 11[\(1r i (9]" \L\\ bl’AI"LHS. their species, till most of the travelers have taken sharves in the :

: same stock. But a genial =oul enters. Ilis kind wonls pget l

| ” . wings. They produce an t|mlc1mf‘ Growler number one, and

, We have u.-'\mtlmw-s thought that of those to whmn.: as Dog- irrm\hl two, change voice and visage. The magie of a feiw ]

berry says, “reading and writing come by nature,” a lar g¢ | kind words has done wone h-zs Il nature has jumped out of |
| m.\,nm\ have somew here or how *“ seen ther lll“ll"'ht"-"'I”“”L the coach. and is off for parts unknown ; and good nature keeps

] p .“F“l have thus a elaim upon the honors of anthorship. “‘ f\ll things in L‘.\’(‘{f“}'lll trom for the rest of the trip.  If all this

s as it may, we fear many of those best qualified to give | ¢ so then let us fling up our caps in the air, and go into a rev-

l employment to the press, have "“L“.‘ """“5“_'5‘.1 too readily, and | slution. Hot words. and sharp words, have hul the sceptre

| that thereis not too much, hut too little writing for the news- | Jong enough. Let us overset the government, and put the do-

‘ papers—too little thought, time and labor given to the ruhlu' m minion ina better hand. Pleasant words, born of kind and

this form. which 1s of all ("lh(‘l'\ the best (".l]l_'tlltlt(‘fl for the exten- lovi ng hcu’[\ are to be welcomed back to supremacy. Th(’j"
sive diffusion of valuable information and intelligenee. will fill the throne with honor. R

: Itis beneficial to write, though guiltless of thoughts of print

‘ —to record the ideas which mterest our minds, or facts from e ,

[ which we have gained lessons of value for the after perusal of Prarry oF Cuanacrer.—Ovyer the beauty of the p]nm and l

1‘ oursclyves or u1|u|-~ and if Hlt‘%i.‘ 1(](-:1». or facts arc such as apr lcu! ﬂlltt Erows i bloom and M.mtv nore l\l['H'ﬂil than f

, interest the publie; why hesitate to offer them for that wider the fruit itself—a soft, delicate Llush that oy erspreails its blush- r

dissemination which the [M.Il()lll al press affords? Al ny cduen- ing cheek.  Now if you strike your hand over that, it is ]

‘ ted minds—edueated by scholastie training and habits of careful | gone forever, for it never grows but once. The Hower that

| ohgervation and reflection—who make \Immt daily acquisitions hangs in the morning, nn;u arled with dew—arrayed as no ‘

|| of facts of interest and value to the physical and intellectual fluwlll\ woman was ever with jewels—once shake it, so that |

world, in the routine and labor of practical life, and who could | the beads roll off, and you may sprinkle water over it as you |

' ‘ if they would, do much to increase the interest of this mighty | please, yet it can neyer be um«l( what it was when the dew fall

| medium of communication with the country at large, H‘”lt" silently upon it from heaven! On a frosty moming, you may
almost wholly to give to the world the rich fu:l"htn-rc of their | sce the panes of glass covered with l-llul~t"l[u~ mountains, |

; minds, not n”]\’ to the publie loss but to th“; own—for the | lakes, trees, Ithwlul in a beautiful, fantastic picture. Now lay |

| intellectunl powers can and will become narrowed by inaction, | your hand upon the glass and by the seratel of your finger, or |

| as well as developed and expanded by the exercise of their by the warmth of your palm, all the delicate tracery will be t
j CILCTEICS. obliterated. “
] This ghouldnot be so. 'J*lli%‘hifl'h"" talent should ]-‘f' unearthed So there is in youth a purity and beauty of charncter, which, :
. and :ul'luldln 1Uu- 1‘n|'n-nl..‘ comn of the realm_ of mind. They | when touched and -.ldilu{. can never be restored, a fringe more 1
should write for the henefit of the vast multitude who read— | delieate than frost-work, and which, when torn aud broken,
adding to the knowledge and pleasure of others, and increasing will never be re-embroidered. A man who has spotted and ‘

f their own happiness and usefulness. All men, whateyer be | soiled his g.:mlmnts in youth, though Le may scek to make them |

| their voeations, who feel themsclves the possessors of thoughts, | yhite again, can never wholly do it, even were he to wash them |

|l facts or experiences, useful to others like themselves, or to the | in his tears. When & voung man leaves his father’s honse, with |

, general publie, should unite to make our newspapers “‘-"t.”"lf the blessing of his mother’s tears still on his forchead, if he |

the most numerous, but the best filled, and the most practically | opee lose that early purity of character. is a loss that S ’an
uscful and elevating in the world. never make whole again.  Such 18 the consequence of erime,— "
Agricultural journalism, in addition to that of pelitics and | Iexuny Wanp Brecuei. h

. news, finds 1 the country a congenial home.  The number.of ' |

“ educated and independent farmers who are equally ready with ) : _ s,

| the plow or the pen, exeeed that of any other, and it may be Oun Kextrek.—A Kentuekian, at ‘”1‘:‘ hi}{”i" of New Orleans,

fo m:ri that the latter class will soon outstrip the former. Bat | who disdained the restraint of a soldier’s life, with his name on
there 18 no re (wm why every intelligent cultivator of the soil the muster roll, preferred *“going it alone,” fighting on his own

; ||m1' not be able to l_]”()“ ll"ll( on many ]]"Im”_u“[ ‘Ill(‘\““’llb hO‘U]{. W llt‘l'(‘ the h'\.llll‘ was fiercest, and t]lt‘ shot “}’ill{: thick

lll. agr u”][u]-(_r_ 10 reason w h‘ hl' ghnuld not |l” |0 ]f I'IL' h‘.‘t\,_ iLs h:\“ ('llll\“]" lll -l“l W Ihlt\t‘ “l(\ fL” o4 I{l'”tu(il{ b “li‘L"ht
and we believe that those who adventure in this direetion will | have been scen stationed under a tall maple, loading and firing
make most rapid progress in the knowledge and practice of their | his rifle, as perfectly unconscious as thongh he was « |m*l\mw
profession, deer.” Every time he brought his rifle to his shoulder, a red
A word to young writers, and we have 1l¢m(~. To reach the | coat bit the dust. 0l Hie knn. who supposing he had become
reader. one must not only "tmd a ])uhllshv " but must have separated from his company, rode up to him to bring him be-
muntlun-- worth while to say, and say it 1 an attractive xtxlo hind the redoubts, as he was l\lm‘\td to the fire of lht‘ cnemy.
And it requires patient toil and earnest study to mine out, as “Talloo ! my man, what regiment do you belong to ! gaud
| it were, those thoughts and facts which give all their value to | the general.
the writmgs of the highest ag well as humblest (Il!ll]ﬂth 1t “Regiment "’ answered Kentuck; ““ hold on, yonder's an-
is not a *l’l'llll -llll‘lﬂlﬂll W hich anns at exe cllence lILI‘L‘ and we other on ‘t‘lll.” and b IH"]]]“‘ his s.]]nntm” 1iron Lo hl\ '-.hnnl(h‘l'
hope the number of those will still inercase. who set their | Leran his eyes along the barrel—a flash followed and another
wreathed and lighted lamp afloat on the wave of periodieal litera- Englishman came tumbling to the ground.
tare, to give h'"m to the present hour if no more.—Country « Whose company do you belong to ' again inquired the |
Gentleman. “UI'IL‘HII i
“ Company 7" was the reply of Kentuck, as he husied him-
PLEASANT YWORDS. self reloading, < see that ar feller with the gold fixings on his
coat and lmss. Jist watch me perforate him.”
How little these cost, yet how full of power they are. A wri- The general gazed in the direction indicated .I‘\' the rifle, and
ter says of them:— nbwrud a British Colonel riding up and down the advancing 1
L lln\ come bubbling up in a good natured heart, like the ‘:’]'“"““’ of thefoe. Kentuck P""“dl“'“ tlnL;"T “"ll the g ‘“-”_llﬁ |
frecly gmhmu waters of & fountain. It is as casy to speak Colonel followed his companions that had been laid low in
them as it is to breathe. T hey come forth as (‘ﬂhlhf and natur- | death that day.
ally from the lips of kindness as the rays from the sun.  There “ IMurrah for Kentuck!" shouted the free fighter, as his
18 no painstaking about the wmatter. Pleasant words begetother | vietim eame topplmg to the ground, then turning to the General
words, like themselves, in other people. We have been ina | he continued: “ I'm fighting on my own hualw., stranger,” and
crowded omnibus. A few snappish sulky words havemultiplied | leisurely proceeded to reload.
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| :i‘ u [\ ‘l‘ l‘u 4‘ 1 With patriarchs of the infant world—with kings,

The powerful of the earth—the wise, the good,

R T e - - s Fair forms, and hoary scers of ages past,
| SLEEP | i fomug, S hossy gergiotonges pi
‘ e All in one mighty sepulchre.  The hills,
| e j Rock-ribbed and ancient as the sun ; the vales,
| Fired Nature s sweet restorer, MI!MJ S1eCH . hll'vtrhln; In pensive altuvmuss between ;
1 | . . - . - = I\ (2 B » &
| Ie, like the world, his ready visit pays The venerable woods ; rmvers that move
I * 5y Y Y ¥ £ ) .7(‘. = i T 1 A LTl ‘ 1 % & 0 1 " - - = TR . { 3 e i
] Wlhere fortune smiles: the wretched he forsakes ; In majesty ; and the ¢'muplmnmr; brooks.
T :":\'n'i:f Oon nis .»E-M' ny [n,jl',.ns' ”]q'.c from \t.'.u"’ | ’]"hn[ 1“:11{&_ t}“, IHL:H]"'\\' L’TIAVUH . ﬂll‘l‘, ]“‘”1,[“[ 3'!””‘;']1. “H‘
| | An ] l!,_]l[?\ 0orn ll IS NITSULLLE ] W llh L tear . ‘”ﬂl [)LIL‘:”I g ;,;'I‘:]_\' :l“il ““-‘1:11“:]‘”1"' wasloe.
) From short (as usual) and disturbed repose | Are but the solemn decorations all |
‘ wake: how happv they who wake no more! X ; : . ,
1 I wake: how happy they who wake no mone . Of the great tomb of man. The golden sun,
"ot that were vain, if dreams infest the grave, y S, R
| ¥et tn = ¥ X : The planets, all the infinite host of heaven,
| wake, emerging from a sea of dreams ‘ el ¢
| | . 2 i 18He 4 : ; | Are shining on the sad abodes of death,
’ multuous: where my wreek'd desponding thought ' : : :
‘ ] KRB0 S ' 347 - | . Through the still lapse of ages.  All that tread
From wave to wave of fancied misery . 0 ‘ : .
| | : I 1 ‘}! ' 'he globe are but a handful to the tribes
At random drove, her helm of reason lost: : o 3 e =2 !
| ’ 0L . : ol ‘ ['hat slumber in its bosom. Take the winegs
| | 'hough now restored, ‘tis only change of patn, ‘ . : i '
- " . : - Of morning, and the Barcan desert picrce ;
(A bitter change !) severer 10r severe. -

: . : U | Or loose thyself inthe continuous woods
I'le dav too short for my distress: and HignL, i . |

ok R 1 of her dark d : Where rolls the Oregon, and hears no sound,
E'en in the zenith of her dark domain, :

| s sunshine to the color of my fate. | Save hi.‘\' own 1.1:,'|r«‘]‘|i11'r1‘.-':; }jd tm,-“m!“;m there
. CBUNG. | And millions in those solitudes, since first
| e s S0 IR - [ s Pceid "B | The flight of years began, have laid them down
w THANATOPSIS, In their last sleep—the dead reign there alone.
| — ‘ S0 shalt thon rest: and what if thoun shalt fall
| 'I'u ]‘lim who, 1n the love Hf .\.II:HU'L', 114*11_17-,1 } ]‘mllllii'vtl ]'}. the li\it];‘. :111&1 no friend
Communion with her visible forms, she speaks 1 Take note of thy departurc 2 All that breathe ‘
| | A various language. For his gayerhours , Will share thy destiny. The gay will taugh |

. X - i nt ”_“:.1_. A - - . 60 - i
She has a voice of gladness, and a smile When thou art gone, the solemn brood of care

And eloguence of beauty; and she glides Plod on, and each one, as before, will chase

|
|
|
| Into hig darker musings with a mild | Iis favorite phantom ; yet all these shall leave
| ] ! ¥ ( ] T " ¥ =y - 2 . 4 ) . -
And gentle sympathy, that steals away ’ Their mirth and their employments, and shall come,
|

| Their sharpness, ere he is aware.  When thoughts And make their bed with thee.  As the long train !

Of the last bitter hour come like a blight Of ages glide away, the sons of men
Over thy spirit, and sad images The youth in life’s green spring, and he who goes
Of the stern agony, and shroud, and pali, [n the full strength of years, matron, and maid,
And breathless darkness, and the narrow house,

The bowed with age, the infant, in the smiles
Make thee to shudder and grow sick at heart, — And beautv of its innocent age cut off.—
(io forth unto the open sky, and list Shall, one by one, be gathered to thy side,
'o nature’s teachings, while from all around—

, o] 7 By those, who, in their turn, shall follow them. ]
Earth and the wat. and the depths of air— ’ So live, that, when thy summons come to join |
!"""”' 1'_" \iiI]' e Yct a few days, and thee The inmumerable earavan, that moves ‘

I el mt-‘.i‘l“.l’h: 't“; ‘]‘m” ENARHATRORS | 'l'm l]ll' 1*:‘.]1,' reaims ol s.lmlll‘, W }lvl‘l { :l~‘1| "-lmH take
| In all hus course. Nor yet in the cold ground, His chamber in the silent halls of death,
Where thy pale form was laid, with many tears, Thou go not, like the quarry-slave at night,
i‘ \ . l.;l o M}.‘;;!‘I‘f‘. ol Lo :Tlul“ Sl : Scourged to his dungeon ; but, sustained and soothed
1 ]]-\. e Earth, that nourished l]wl:' shall clann ‘)v'\’ an unfaltering trust, :1]r1-|‘ra?u']1 1];_‘; rrave,

Thy growth, to be resolved to earth again ;

o Like one who wraps the drapery of his couch
L] | 1 1 1 - . hy 4 '
1 ost each human trace. surrenderinge u - :
ot el i b I‘ ‘E RAERgesng up About him, and lies down to pleasant dreams,
‘]'1;2'.’\.' H'»:l-?', nl EH.'.I.' shialt lll(-ll "

- . = alr o ) BItY ANT.
I'o mix forever with the elements, :

| - —
‘ [ T2 ] ™ 1; * T {1 £ ' o w.‘ ] " '7.' . .
l y | C O DroLner Lo L 1IN=en lllll I'iM ]. [.”‘Ul\ not ”l”g.” tiEL' wine “;h,“,“ it

' ' " '..»g. "“T,,_, v .r | " 1y . - 't. . $
:\.u‘l to thi "‘h‘l"\' sh elod, which the ruds .\'\}.nn Is red within the cup!
Furns with his share, and treads upon. The oak . Stay not for Pleasure when she fill |
3 L 1y LA ! o o \ i =
Shall send his roots abroad, and pierce thy mould. ; Her tempting beaker up ! |
Yetnot to thy efernal resting-place Though clearits depths, and rich its glow, |
| 2 = ‘| 3 -
Shalt thou retire alone ; nor couldst thou wish l A spell of madness lurks below.
Couch more magnificent, Thou shalt lic down | WILLIS.
l‘ 3 |-
=\ = '
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AMERICA’S NOBLEMEN. ears of age, he heard of a volume which he fancicd would give
— im & knowledge of the whole world —this was Salmon’s Geog-
The noblest men I know on earth, raphy. He repeatedly asked his father to get it for him to no
Ave thon witoeo BRv 8 see Brcws Witk it purpose, but the latter consented to give him some headlands
; ' at the end of a field in which he might plant potatoes. Our :
Who, backed by no ancestral graves, hero was delighted with the prospect of earning the money for
Hew down the woods, and till the soil, the coveted volume, and set to work with such assiduity that,
And win thereby a prouder fame when the season came round for disposing of his stock, he col-
Than follows king or warrior's name lected the enormous sum of ten shillings, and intrusted the ||
5 ' ' same to a merchant who dealt in New York to procure him the |
The workingmen whate'er their task, book. He did so: but the book cost twelve shillings, and John
To carve tha atote or haneihe Aot had to run in debt (wo shillings, which he says gave him a great
_ deal of uncasiness. He congratulated himself that he would
They wear upon their honest brows become the best geographer of the world that Connecticut could
The royal stamp and seal of God; | produce, according to Salmon, at that time.
And brighter are their drops of sweat Being of a ‘‘stunted” and weakly habit, which he attributed
Mian Aiemondi T E e to the ill usage received from his father and brother, Fitch
abandoned all idea of becoming an agriculturist. Salmon's
God bless the noble workingmen, Geography had given him a l:fu;t(:’fur travel, and he determined |
Who, rear the cities of the plain, to go «“down to the sea in ships.” He made a couple of experi- w
_ : . _ ments in coasting-sloops; but the eruelties and hardships of the |
Who dig the mines and build the ships, maritime profession discouraged lim, and he abandoned it.
And drive the commerce of the main; His next experiment was in the clock-making business; but
God bless them, for their swarthy hands after two years’ servitude. during which time he was principally |
Have wronght the elors of all Tande employed n running errands, he left, almost entirely ignorant
= 6T € ' of the business. Fitch made another attempt to learn it with a
- | ’ brother of his former employer; but here, again, his wishes !
E‘Jin 1 ’hi( 11 were frustrated. His employer was jealous of the secrets of the | ,
-~ g ‘ 1 e, trade ; worked in a distant part of the room ; locked up his | w
| = ‘ u}:lnls when he had h'nli;ht.d, and forbade Fitch to mcd};‘ile “l'ith
r TTIMA them in any way. ¢ was ill used in more ways than this.
JOHN FITCH. ““Although I possessed a small appetite,” he says, ** I never
was given sufficient to satisfy it, except on one occasion, when
| The life-stories of men of genius are often sad, and filled with | I managed to make a good hearty meal on potatoes. Being an
incidents of ernclty and neglect which after-gencrations can | inferior, T was helped last at the table : the lvmules‘ would then
only deplore.  There is none sadder, more truly pitiable, than discourse upon glut.‘mny,.qnd my master, hastily devouring his
that of Jobn Fitch. . He was avunis of pre-eminent force of  OWNR frzn'i, mmld immediately return 1!1:—\111{_3 !"mf. thut w”hlAch
character ; of native genius: of strength and originality. But himsell i‘f‘d others ate, as well as for that which his apprentice
these characteristics carricd with them restlessness, impetuosity, did not.”’ On leaving this curious specimen nfuhur.nmm_v.'. he
dissatisfaction, querulousness and defiance. Such a spirit employed h”“s"“.‘ ‘“indoing sma]l brass-work,"” being unable
baffled its own soarings, and, moth like, rushed more madly to to ohta}n E".'P"’J’““‘F“ A5 & jJourncyman watch ﬂm‘? _LYI?CR maker
destruction at the first sensation of pain. | even with his very limited knowledge of those businesses, He
We have no intention in this paper to re-open the much dis- pursued his new vocation with mduct"r_:y, and at the end of two
cussed question of  who was the first inventor of the stearn | Years found I'tm:f"ll the master of fifty pnuj_nd,q. A portion of
vessel.” In our article on Fulton we have dropped into the | this capital he embarked in the potash business, but g
judicious track of most modern inquirers, and awarded to that | Successful, owing, In 2 greal measure, to Ahe unfairness and
Hlustrious man the honor of having first rendered steam naviga- | Incapacity of one ';'r‘h'“ partners. On the 7“9F,h of D‘:‘_‘emher‘
tion gencrally usefui. On this point there ean no longer bea = 1767, he entered into a matrimonial alliance w ‘fh a Miss Lucy
doubt. But if the question of originality be mooted—if it be Bobcrts—:n most unl‘lapm- mateh. their tempers being tqlnll_w_,v f
asked who was the most vigorous and original 1aventor—Fulton Im'ompal!hl_t!- A separation soon bm‘ami_:* inevitable, the bitter- ‘
or Fitch, the answer would, we fancy, be in favor of Fitch. = Ness of which was aggravated by the circumstance that Mrs,.'
The former was a perfecter; he took the materials which al- | Fitch took with her a child whow he “loved as dear as himself."
ready existed, and blended them with master hand. The latter | After this event the subject of our sketch became a wanderer,
was a creator ; he shaped things in his own mind, and brought A 8nd roamed from city to city in search of occupation. Unable
them forth rudely fashioned, but pregnant with undeveloped = t0 procure l»b’ls in any familiar trade, he gave reins to hlh’r'lE-
strength. Tt has happened in the world before, and will happen = B¢DWLY, nf‘d became a button-maker, first at ie}? B“";q“ lgl )
again, that the man who adapts receives more homage than he and aﬁt-y‘}\ ard ‘*“,} Trenton. ””_?‘l;"l"““‘-‘“ to hf“‘ een tolera y
who invents. There is & common-sense reason why it should =~ Successful. During the Reyolutionary war he rppa!a:ed the arms
be so. The mass of mankind can not understand a theory; | ©f the Continental army, became 31"?"@““']::" the pnhwnt-rdﬂf the
their instruction must be of a practical character. He who can Indians and of the British, and was finally exchanged, and
mnpart this reaps the reward, even though it be merely an returned to the Atlantic towns. :
inculcation of the theory of his predecessor. ' In 1785 Fitch first turned his thoughts to the subject of
John Fitch, of whose sad life we purpose to give a brief | steam, with the intention of using it as a propeller of ordinary |
sketeh (compiled chiefly from his own manuscripts in the | carriages on common roads. He pursued this idea, according |
Franklin Library of Philadc)phia), was born on t?ue 21st ot | to his ewn account, for one week, gave it over as impracticable, \
January, 1743, old style. His father was a farmer in good | and turned his attention to steam navigation. From that time !
circumstances, but of an extremely harsh and parsimonious | to the day of his death he pursued the latter Sllh{tl:[ with un- | I
disposition. At four years of age John was sent to school, and, | remitting assiduity. ¢ The perplexities ft'nd embarrassments
it 1s said. made some little progress in the usnual branches of an . through which it has caused me to wade,” he writes, * far ex- ;
English education, His father did not deewm it necessary that | ceed any thing that the common course of life ever presented to P
he should be taught more than to read and write, and, when he | my view ; and to reflect on the disproportion of a man of my |
had acquired these accomplishments, set him to work on the | abilities to such a task, I am to charge myself with having been | \
farm. But John was eager for knowledge, and greedily de- | deranged, and, had I not the most convincing proofs to the
| voured all the books that lay in his way. When he was cleven | contrary, should most certainly suppose myself to have been i
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non compos mentis at the time.”” The most remarkable evidence
of the inventive genius of Fitch is found in the fact that the
whole scheme of steam-travel by land and by water, and also of
the steam-engine itsclf, originated in his own mind, and was
worked out by the fiery process of independent genius. In
Europe the steam-engine was simply known as an amusing
plaything; for the phllO‘-Ophi(‘ yvouth, Watt, bad not yet devel-
oped its latent powers, or bridled them for the use of man.
It was therefore by no means remarkable that Fitch had not
heard of the invention. He says himself, ** I did not know there
was a steam-engine on earth when I proposed to gain a force
by steam, and I Teave my first drafts and de:mnptmns behind,
that you n:n\‘Jlldge whether T am sincere or not. A short time
after drawing my first draft for a boat, I was amaung.,l}, cha-
grined to find at Parson Irving’s, In Buck’s County, a drawing
of a steam-engine ; but 1t had the effect to establish me in my
other pnnmph as my doubits then lay in the engine only.’

Men of capnal are notorious for the distrust lhcv exhibd t
toward inventors. They are too prone to look on them as mere
visionaries—men who conceive wild ideas of what ought to be
ratbher than what cen be, It required time, patience, self-sacri-
fice, and;heart-sickness to induce the possessors of wealth to
listen to the schemes of a poor enthusiast like Fiteh. In time,
however, he succeeded in forming a small company for carrying
out his pl.nh. Dr. Thornton, who was a member of this com-
pany, has given in his ‘¢ Account of the Origin of the Steam-
boat™ an interesting narrative of the manifold difficulties Fitch
and his associates had to contend with, even after they had
obtained a certain amount of protection from state privileges.
““ We worked incessantly at the boat to bring it to perfection,
and under the disadvantages of never haunf' seen a steam-
engine on the principles Ulllt‘ll‘lllldttd, of not hamng a single
engineer in our company or pay. We made engineers of com-
mon blacksmiths, and, after expending many thousand dollars,
the boat did not exceed three miles an hour. Finding great
unwillingness in many to proceed, I proposed to the company
to give up to any one the one half of my shares who would, at
his own expense, make a boat to go at the rate of eight miles
an hour, in dead water, in c:lu]mm months, or forfeit all the
expenditures on ﬁnlm;, or I would engage with any others to
accept these terms.  Each relinquished one half of his shares,
by making the forty shares eighty, and holding only as many
of the new shares as he held of the old ones, and then sub-
scribed as far as he thought proper to e¢nter on the terms, by
which many relinquished one half. I was among the number,
and within twelve months we were ready for the experiment.

““ The day was appointed. and the experiment made in the
following manner: a mile was measured in Front (Water)
Street, Philadelplia, and the bounds projected at right angles
as exactly as could be to the wharf, where a flag was placed at
each end, and also a stop-watech. The boat was ordered under
way at dead water, or when the tide was found to be without
movement ; as the boat passed one flag, it struck, and at the
same instant the watches were set off; as the boat reached the
other flag, it was also struck, and the w atches instantly stopped.
L‘l.l.ly prec aution was taken before witnesses: the time was
shown to all; the experiment declared to be fairly made, and
the boat was found to go at the rate of e;ght miles an ,imuh or
one mile in seven minutes and a half, on which the shares were
‘*l‘f"HLd over with ﬂ‘]q,,._l_t salisfaction L'I'\ the rest of the company.
It afterward xuna eirhty miles in a d:w ”

Notwithstanding the extremely wausﬁmlory character of this

experiment, 1!u. company beeame irritated at the continued
outlays, and. in the end, obstinately refused to continue the
project. We can paint to ourselves the anxiety and agony of

Fitch as he observed the shareholders one by one withdrawing
from the concern. The consciousness of truth was all that sus-
tained him ; he knew that he was not pursuing a chimera. In
1792, when the boat and his hopes appeared to be docked for-
ever, he wrote a letter to Mr. Rittenhouse containing this
memoml»lu I"’C’I‘h‘” ¢+ This, sir, will be the mode of crossing
the Atlantic in time, whether I bring it to perfection or not. 7
His enthusiasm on the subject never diminished for one moment.
Steam was the constant theme of his discourse whenever he
could prevail upon any one to listen to him. Upon one occasion

he called on a smith who bad worked at his boat, and, after

dwclling some time upon his favorite topic, concluded with
these words: ** Well, gentlemen, although I shall not live to
see the time, you will, when steamboats w vill be preferred to all
other means of conveyance, and -especially for passengers : and
they will be particularly useful in navigating the River Missis-
sippi.”” He then retircd, when a person observed, in a tum: of
deep sympathy, < Poor fellow! what a pity he is crazy!

In the winter of 1792-1793, Fitch crossed the Atlantic on a
visit to France, whither he went warmnly commended. and with
strong hopes of suceess. He was cordially reccived by the
government, and assistance was oflered to him. IHis usnal ill
luck interposed, however. Throes of the approaching revolu-
lution distracted the attention of the ministers, and poor Fitch
was laid aside for subjects of political unportance. Dejected,
and with scarcely a hope left, he crossed the Channel to London,
and, without accomplishing any thing in that metropolis, soon
afterward returned to his native land, so poor that he had, it is

said, to work his way home as a common sailor He landed in
Bﬂnton in 1794 in utter destitution, and, but for the hospitality
of a brother-in-law, might have perished from actual want.
Three years later he made a journey to the West, to see after
some grants of lands which h: ul been made to him for services
rendered to the State of Kentucky as a surveyor, a knowledge
of which business Fitch imbibed while residing on his father's
farm. These grants had been long lu“lu‘[ml and, as many
settlements had been made on lhvm it was not without diffi-
culty that he obtained possession of them. A number of suits
had to be instituted, and the delays and uncertainties of the
law contributed to his other vexations. He became irascible
and eccentric, dressed himself in a peculiar way, and excited
the observation of the passers by. His health began to decline;
he was easily irritated, and, when touched on the subjeet of
steamn navigation, expressed himself with a warmth \\lu- h ex-
posed him to the ridicule of the idle and unfeeling., ** When
excited by his theme,” says Mr. Whittlesey, in his hing‘rq‘nh\’
““his power over language was great, his remarks powerful,
eloquent, and convincing : but he asserted. and perhaps truly,
that the generation in which he lived was incapable of compre-
hending his invention. His expectations were fixed upon
posterity ; and with an abiding confidence that the steamboat
would bless and astonish his sueccessors. he reserved for them
that fame which he was not disposed to ask. but to demand.
It was with such sentiments that he inclosed the manuseripts
and drawings presented to the Philadelphia Library, and left
an injunction llml they should not be opened until thirty years
after his dumh

He appears to have lost all hope from this time. Weary, and
anxious for thv rest which the grave could alone give, he aban-
doned himself to habits of obliviousness, fully conscious that [hc-v
would soon lead him to “ that bourne whence no traveler returns.”
In June, 1798 he executed his last will and testament. and in
July following it waa admirtted to probate. His death was in one
or other of the two months—which 1s not known. The landlord of
the inn where he resided, procured a cherry coffin for the remains
of his unfortunate boarder, and, attended 1a~. a few friends, earried
it to the church-yard of B: ardstown. No monume nt, no headstone,
no rough tablet carved by hands of affection marked the spot, and
in a little while it was forgotten.

Fiteh was a man of uncommon stature, being six feet two inches
in height, erect and full in ecarriage, his head slizhtly bald, but
not gray, his manner dignified, distant, and imposing. His coun-
tenance was pleasing, with an eye remarkably black and piercing.

‘To strangers his manners had never been prepossessing, but to
men of mLLlhgane who could comprehend his projects, he proved
a4 most interesting companion. Asa friend, he was faithful and
devoted while the friendship lasted, carrying his efforts in behalf
of others beyond the line of worldly prudence.”

Misfortune pursued Fitch even after death. A namber of pa-
pers, drawingq ete., to which he referred as evidence of the orig-
inality and priority of his plans; were destroyed by fire. ; nd the
first model of his steamboat, made in 1785, has been , 80 hat
his claims as an original inventor are always liable to be disputed,
especially as the fire in the Patent Office destroyed many other

proofs of his Ol‘lgllllh(\' Truly & more unfortunate man has
never lived.—C. C. B. Seymour.
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DON 'l ])l~ ’L- D O\T I‘ATHFR PURSE.

How many young men of the present day, instead of launch-
ing out into the world and earning a livelihood and hmhlmg up a
reputation through their own exertions, as their fathers have
done before them, \pt:ml their timein idleness, if not {l1-<1putmu,
and depend upon their fathers even for the daily bread necessary
to prolong their worthless existence? To all such droneés we
recommend the following :—

Stand up here, young man, and let us talk to you.
trusted alone to the contents of *father’s purse ;"
fame for your influence or suceess in business,  Think you that
“father "has obtained to eminence in his prntuqun but by
unwearied industry ! or that he has amassced a fortune honestly
without energy and activity * You should know that the faculty
requisite for the ac -untm"ur fame or fortunc is essential to, nay,
inseparable from, the retaining of cither of these. Suppose
father has the  rocks * in abundance ; if you have never carned
anything for him, you have no mere Iumncm with these
¢ pocks " than a gosling has with a tortoise ! and if he allows
you to meddle with them, perpetrates untold mischief.  And if
the old gentleman is lavish of his eash toward you, while he
allows you to while away your time, you 'd better leave him ;
yes, run away, sooner than be an imbecile, or something worse,
through so corrupting an influence. Sooner or later you must
learn to rely on your own resources, or you will not be any-
body. If you bave become idle; if you have eaten © father's
bread and butter,” and smoked your ¢ father’s ' cigars ; cut n
swell in < father’s” bugey, and tricd to put on * father’s’
influence and u'pnt.mnn—vnu might far better have been a poor
canal boy, the son of a chimney-sweep or boot-black ; and,
indeed we would not swwap with you the situation of a poor
half-starved, motherless calf!  Miserable objects you are, that

You have
on his fair

depend  entirely upon parents, playing wmth men, ( dandy
loafers.) What in the name of common sense, are you thinking
of ¢ Wake up there! Go to work with cither your hands or

your brains, or both, and be something! Don’t merely have it
to honst of, that you have vegetated as other green-herns, but
let folks know that you count one! Come, off “with your coat,
clinch the saw, the plough handles, the scythe, the axe, the
pickaxe, the spade,—anything that will enable you to stir your
blood! Who are they that have worth and influence in soci-
ety ! Are they those that have depended alone on the old gen-
{leman's purse ! or'are they those that have climbed their way
to their position by their own industry and cnergy 7 True. the
old gentleman’s funds or personal influence may seeure the
forms of respect, but let him lose his property or die, and what
are you? A miserable fledgling—a banch of flésh and bones
that needs to be taken care of !

Again we say, wake up—get up in the morning—turn round
at least twice hefore break! fast—help theold man—give him now
and then & generous lift in business—learn how to take the
lead and not depend forever on being led, and yott have no idea
how the diseipline will benefit you. Do this, and, our word for
it. you will seemn to breathe a new atiosphere, ¢ POSSCSS & New
frame. tread a new carth, wake to & new destiny "*—and then
you may begin to ¢ 'lspw to manhood. Take off then, that ring
from your lily finger, break your eane, shave your upper lip,
w;lw your nose, hold up your lu.ul, and by all means never

acain cat the bread of nlhuns. nor dt.pcnd on ** father.”—
Hunt's Merchant’s Magazi

THE FIRS l‘ l RIR HR 01* TEACHING.

The first error is teaching men to imitate or repeat, rather
than to think. We need to take but a very cursory glance at
the great theatre of human life, to know how deep a root this
radical error has struck into the foundation of education. Look
abroad among men and ask yourselves how many of the moving
multitude inguire into the springs of action ; how many seck to
know the causes and consequences of those scenes in which
they themselves are actors ; or, to deseend to details, how many
attempt to understand the true principles of the business n
which they are engaged, how many can correct a Mlunder arising
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merely from the application of a principle.  Analyze this
boasted liberty of ours ; look again upon republican society in
the frecest land upon the carth: separate theliving agents from
the mere automata in this game of life, and tell me how many
of the latter—how many of the former! And if you are not
pléased with the result, tell mewhether this is a deerce of nature
or fault of eduention : whether \nu belieyve if men were taught
to be independent thinkers, and that, while they reversed all
that was good, or glorious, or valuable in the works of their
ancestors, they, too, Tad an in- -dwelling spirit whose high pre-
rogative it was to extend the conquest of mind, they would
cease to inquire, and remain dull foats upon the ocean of being.

But if you would know what the effects of thinking are,
compare Athens with China.  IHere are three hundred millions
of people—more thun one-third of the human race—whose his-
tory goes far back into remote antiquity, and who commenced
with no small share of arts and sciences, but who have added
not a single particle to knowledze, nor taken ene step in -
provement : whose only policy i1s to prevent innovation, and
whose only power is to perpetuate succession.  Ilere is another
people, whose population does not
Ohio, avhose place can scareely be found on the map, who com-
menced barbarians. yet who have given to the world new sei-
ences and new arts, and \th(:mwhl\ men infused into language

*“ Thoughts that breathe and words that burn ;™

who re-conquered their conquerors by the spirit of cloquence,
and whose renown has filled the carth.

What makes this mighty diflerence ¢ The one Ic *wnml to re-
peat, the other to think.—Connecticut School Jourual.

The Big Woods is f.mh' alive with Ginseng digeers.  And at
the rate at which they get it out and ]I'-}mm. of it ln purchas-
ers, it is decidedly better than the ordinary run of gold diggings
in California, The St. Peter Free Press is infornied that threc
men at Ottawa went out last week, and in three hours dug
twenty pounds. This at ten cents a pound gives $2 as pay for
nine hours’ lahor—a very good return, surely. In the neigh-
borbood of Lake W .hlnnglnn we learn that men have made as
high as $4 50 per day, that even children make a dollar a day.
At present, men, women and children are digging away, as for
dear life. Ginseng 1s about the nnh’ thing t: dked or thought of.
It is the burden of their songs by day, and of their dreams
by night !

. S. Since writing the above we have learned that about
fifty persons left town on last Monday morning, bound for the
“ Big Woods,” just op pmltv In fact there is danger of the
town being depopulated.  Carpenters left their buils ]mr-a—ﬂ ab-
inet makers their shops—saloon keepers their saloons—and all
joined in the cruisade for Ginseng! A dollaraday and board
mucqmtuu thrown in—is hu]\ offered for hands, and every-
body who ean shoulder a spade is enlisted. The
seng s from six to ten cants per pound, when ﬁ'ncn and from
twenty-five to thirty cents when dry. Ilereafter the prices will
be given in our market report.—St. Paul Pioneer and Dem.

mu of gin-

Errecr or TnE War 1x Evrore rrox Avericax TrRAVEL-
ers.—There had been no gencral war upon the continent of
FEurope for nearly fifty years, and during that time American
cmigration to Paris, Germany and Italy,
fold. Nuamecerous \Il](]lf an families, reside
and other Ttalian citics. Many have
schools and colleges : others hve

has mtu.m«l many

in Rome, Florenee,
clnldren at the German
i the sonth of

Frauce, in
Switzerland, or ms!lu in cosy noeks along the Rhine. The
effect will be, first to send all lht ge residents to Paris or London

(for who knows that the city of Paris may not again be occu-
pied by foreign troops, as in 1815, by the .n]hng mnl secondly,

to arrest the usual summer travel to E urope. So much l}u
worse for the European shop-keepers, tavern landlords, &e., and
so much the better for the same classes of peop e here, Our
fashionable birds ef passage will 1-« obliged to seck their pleas-
ures aml spend their money at home; it may
ycoars
the d.ttu of its conclusion.—

be for several

: for when the war commences it \\]” not be cas Y to flx
:\'- }'v ]["h‘ll!r.

exceed one-tenth that of




- ———

IOWA SCHOOL JOURNAL.

IOWA SCHOOL JOURNAL.

EDITOR.

ANDREW J. STEVENS

F'riday, July 1st, 1859.

= —

OUR PURPOSE.

In accordance with the notice previdudly given, we herewith
lay before the readers of the commonwealth, the first number of
the Towa Scooor JounNav; and we invite for its pages a careful
perusal and candid eriticism. We have not embarked in this
enterprise without appreciating fully the responsibility which we
have assumed in undertaking the editorial management of an
educational journal; and we ask from the liberal public such
support and encouragzement as the enterprise merits, and its mag-
nitude demands.

The necessity for a publication of this kind, in a great State
like ours, in order to give divection and effectiveness to our School
system, no one will deny; and it will be the purpose of tLhe
Jour~aL to aid in maturing and developing that system, until it
shall become a model of correctness and efficiency worthy of the
imitation of our sister States. It will also be the purpose of the
JOURNAL to instigate inquiry among our School officers, teachers
and others, as to tho best means to be used to better the condition
of our Schools, and to awaken an increased earnestness of action
among our citizens in behalf of education; and upon this subject
we L0 our pnges,
before our readers full and correct reports of what is being done

invite communications We shall labor to lay
in other States and countries in behalf of general and universal
education, and thus secure for our School system the advantages
to be gained by Lhe practical working and experience of others.
We shall hope to be the medium through which good snd efficient
teachers may be induced to occupy our School rooms and conduct
our Schools; and through our pages we shall endeavor to have a
free interchange of opinions and s¢u'ime=nts respecting the various
matters pertaining to our educationnl interests,

The literary department of the JoursaL will not be excelled by
any publication in the State. It will be our earnest endeavor to
make it a fit companion for the buoyant youth, in his walkas
through the halls of learning, snd in his rambles in the fields
of literature; The man of maturer years shall find it a wel-
come and useful comnan on while minglinz in the busy scenes of
active life; and Age, with its locks frosted with years of experience,
shall find reflected in its pages 'liosi morals which he has so ear-
nestly and effectively taught, and that correct philosophy of which

his life has been a worthy example.

When we reflect that the gentiments and opinions expressed by
us in the columuns of this paper are to be taken as the rule of
action, in a great measure, by the rising generation by which we
are surrounded, and among which we are moving—that its eolumns
are to be perused by the home groups, ns they gathér around the
family fireside, and its influence, whether for good or evil, is to
mark its course in their future action, we almost shrink from the
task which we havé assumed, and regret that il had not been
entrusted to abler and better hands. We engago in the enterprise,
however, feeling this responsibility, and if honesty of purpose,
integrity of action—fidelity to the educational interests of the
State, and unconquerable perseverance in carrying out the meas-

ures which shall be proposed for it proper development shall be of
any avail--the great interests, for which all good citizens labor,
will not have been jeoparded by our connection with the Towa
ScHooL JoURXAL,

SCHOOL ROOMS—ARE THEY PROPERLY
FURNISHED ?

Every person who has had practical experience in the trials
incident upon *‘ Teaching a Distriet School,” has felt that a
great share of his difficulties arose from the want of proper
school furniture. By proper school furniture, we mean that
which is absolutely necessary for the convenience of both
teacher and pupil. Among the articles which should be found
in every school room we enumerate the following :

A clock, so placcd upon a shelf that each pupil can see it at
a glance, should be deenied a necessary companion of the school
room. This will avoid the ¢xcuse for the frequent inguiry of
* Master, what time is it "' which so often rings in the cars of
This clock should be a

good one—na correct time keeper—for by it, the scholar who

the wearied and care-worn teacher.

comes into Schoul five minutes too late, is to be tried, judged
and sentenced for his tardiness.

At the door of the school room should always be found a
good iron scraper, so placed at the entrance, that each boy, as
he comes in, can renove the mud that will necessarily cling to
his boots of a rainy morning, especially, if he has a long walk
across the prairies. A mat is the inskparable companion of the
scraper upon which the feet-cleaning process can be properly

completed.
A water pail and dipper, kept serupulously clean, are always

The pail

sits upon the stand prepared for it, and never upon the floor,

found in the school room, that is properly furnished.

while the dipper is suspended upon a hook near by and within
reach of all the children in the School.

Cleanliness presumes that a broom is found in every School
room, and that it 1s frequently used—not that it takes an occa-
sional promenade up and down the main aisles of the room,
with an enorgetic Hourish or two at the door, but that its
searching glances penetrate each nook and corner to the great
annoyance and total destruction of all accumulations of dirt.
It 15 not in the school room, where the broom has been properly
exercised, that we see those great, fat piles of dirt, that look so
conlented and happy afler a and
which seem to indicate by their self-satisfied appearance that

twelvemonth's residence,
they have a lease of the premises for years to come—that they
are not even tenants at will, subject to removal without notice,

In making a journey, a few years sinee, to a distant part of
the State, as we were ridi g along one day, ruminating upon
the prospect of our being able to reach the next village, then
several miles distant, in time for even a late dinner, (it was then
1 o'clock,) our meditations were suddenly interrupted by the
hallooing of a coatless, vesiless, barefooted, barcheaded boy, a
few rods in advance of us, who was shouting to his companions
in the adjoining ficld, ** Boys, come in yer, every one of yer,—
Marster ses s0--ScnooL's GoiN' TER TOOK vr.” This mode of
calling the children to their studies, convinoed us that the

|
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school room which we were then passing was wantling in one
of the necessary articles of gchool room furniture, a good bell.

We sometimes see a school house, where the heaps of leached
ashes lying about the door, would leave the impression upon
the mind, that the directors of the district had sccured the
lease of an ashery for a school house. All this can be avoided,
by pruviding for the school room a sheet iron ash pail, instead
of compelling the teacher to carry the ashes to the door upon
the shovel, or in the absence of that article, we have seen a
piece of board or shingle substituted. Reader, do the grounds
i front of the school house in your district have any resem-
Llance to those surrounding the village ashery ¢

In the entry to the school room, at a convenient height,
should be found proper hooks, ane for each scholar, upon which
bonnets and shawls, hats and coats, can be hung, not thrown
upon the Hoor nor lefi upon the benches.

It is all voportant for the progress of the pupil and the con-
venience of the teacher, that suitable black-boards should be
furmished for the school room. No school room should be
without them, and no School is properly conducted, where the
teacher does not make frequent use of this part of his school
furniture.

Outline maps are always found suspended upon the walls of
every well furmished school room. By these the scholar can
see at a glance the location of any city or country about which
he desires to obtain information,

The teacher's desk should be convemiently arranged with
and its loca-

tion 1 the school room should be such as to enable the teacher
to overlook the entire School.

shelves and drawers to hold his books and papers ;

The seats and desks of the pupils, should be so arranged as
to alford the most room in the least space, and at the same
Too much
eare cannot be taken in arranging this oft'times sadly neglected

time be easy and convenient for the oeccupants.

part, of the furniture of the school room.

These are only a few of the articles that are absolutely neces-
sary in the school room, and yet we fear that some of the
Schools of our State have not even this meagre list of school
furniture. Will parents and Schoaol llnwlura, look after these
matters and see that the school houses of their h'npt":th‘ﬁ dis-
tricts are suitably and properly furnished.

We shall have more to say upon this subject when we come
We have

only referred to this subject here hoping that an inventory will

Loy :‘zpnnk of the school house and its surroundings.

at once be taken of the school furniture in each district. to see
if all the articles demanded by even this scanty list can be
found.

wiles from our sanctum, to find *“Wanting,” written upon the

We fear that we should not be obliged to go e rY many

the schedule of school furniture belonging to School District

Nljl. ——— Ur — ll“'“'l“ll‘ll — l:iu,‘ ]"“ a.

PARENTS SHOULD VISIT THE SCHOOLS

sbhtae

No duty, devolving upon parents and guardians of the voung,
"‘h‘-lwi'i be obse rved more !inlhfl.‘“‘.' ﬂmn that Mf ;.:\-, Ing fro-
ll”r,il ‘l“"k.‘! l‘] l]i"' Qw',nilul{w W }.J'rn’ ”l'lf '-‘I]Ll"l" n :l'ﬂ-l l.\'.lr‘i'ﬁ ATe

The good effect that such visits will have

| upon both teacher and pupils, can scarcely be enumerated. To

|
|

the teacher it will afford encouragement—it will re-assure him,
that his days of patient toil and nights of anxious thought, are
not to be all in vain, for the frequent presence of his patrons is
Such wisits will
enable parents to become acquainted with the qualifications of

an evidence that his labors are appreciated.

| the teacher—his literary attainments—his habits—his morals—

his deportment towards the children in his intercourse with
them, and thus will they be able to judge of his fituess to con-
duct, as well as to teach, their school. How else, than by per-
sonal observation, can parents judge of the qualifications and
merits of their teacher? How, but by pursuing this course, can
they determine upon the policy of continuing or dismissing the
teacher, now in charge of their school ! Can they be just to
the teacher, and judge righ!fully upon his competency and qual-
fications, except they wvisit him in his school room and there
witness his mode of procedure?

The children will be prompted to make greater exertions to
advance in their stadies, if they know that their recitations are
liable to be listened to, daily, by their parents or other mem-
bers of their families. Their attendance will be prompt—their
behavior will be dutiful, and they too, with the teacher, will
feel encouraged by these attentions, and will pursue their stud-
Not only parents, but all who take an
interest in the spread of intelligence and desire to see a proper

ies with increased zeal.

development of the school system of the commonwealth, should
frequently be found * wending their way "' to the village school.
Reader, will you put in practice the lesson herein taught,—set
a good example for your neighbors, and surprise both the teach.
er and pupils of your district school, by paying them A visit,
within one week, from the time of perusing this article !

DICTATION AS A SCHOOL EXERCISE.
Correct orthography is a watter of so much importance as
lying at the foundation of all literary excellence, and it is so
universally considered such, that teachers very generally and
Des.

pite, however, the pains taken to inculcate it, there is stilla la-

very properly give it a prominence among school studies.

mentable deticiency on this point, and indifferent spellers still
We
propose in this article to explain briefly what we consider the
cause of this deficiency, and to point out a remedy.

*

abound even among those who claim to be educated men.

And, first, we regard the cause to consist in the fact that
spelling is taught too exclusively as an oral exercise. Pupils
are taught to repeat in proper order the letters, composing cer-
They

and the sounds only, and many

tain words arrfanged in columng in their spelling book.
thus learn the sounds of words
become proficient in this exercise, who, were they required to
write a sentence from any standard author from hearing it read
to them, would blunder egregiously. Spelling is only practi-
cally used in writing, and for the detection of errors in writing,
the eye must be mainly depended on, though the ear miy be

used as an saxiliary. If then the eyeis the organ 5o wniver-

sally used in practical writing in detecting false orthography, |
and our readers may go to a printing office for a full exemplifi- |
cation of the fact, in the lack of diseipline of that organ is te be
found a fruitful source of the blunders in pelling. - L
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Further, this mode of Nlu“hl:.', arally 18 a mere acl ol memory ]v-@]‘-[it{_)l.i:‘l N-i)t&"ﬁ.
with no rules to govern it, and but a limiled number of w ords -— - — — §
find place in any of the standard spelling bhooks.  Even alter a Letters relating to the business department of thig paper,
scholar has memorized these, he often finds it difficult ta go be- | should be addressed to the publishers—those designed for the
yvond the rouline in which lie has been drilled, the lists that he clitorial department, ‘o the editor.
.lm:-a committed. If he attempts to do 8o he i3 perplexed Gl he Exchanges designed for this paper should Te addressed ** lowa
‘ 18 either obliged to Liave recourse ri ‘[:t.’lh‘i”_\ o a 1i;-‘taun.1]‘}'. Or Senoor Jucesarn,” Des Moines, Towa.
| to run the risk of spelling inaccurately. B . e |
Again, spelling books contain generally a very sinall number COUNTY TEACHERS ASSOCIATIONS. ‘? ;
of derivative words, and though a pupil learns the forms of the | —— "l
radical words fully, he is at a 16ss frequently when he uinder- We are pleased to learn that teachers’ associations are being 1
takes to write tham in their expanded form. precty  generally held in the several econnties of the State. |
In most cases too, hie is wercly taught to memorize words Much good can bhe accomplished by these associations, if 1
without regard to signification, thus paining practically no teachers will attend them with the spirit of inguiry pervading i
1| knowledge of the many that are alike in sound but unlike both their actions—if they go up to them deteriined to improve i
in meaning and spelling.  In oral exercises as usnully condact- themsclves in the profession in which they are engaged. Such ;
ed, there is thus no opporlunity for discrimination on the part meetings enable the teachers to have a free interchange of : |
of the pupil between these classes of words; and perhaps as opinions upon the various duties pertaining to their vocations
many fail in this as in any other respeet. —a healthy and beneficial spirit of rivalry will be engendered, " ‘
These brief hints will enable our readers to understand our and they will return to their severnl schools refreshed. and will
views s to the cause of the wide gpread deficiencies; and now | €Pgage in thaeir dutics with inereased zeal, determined that ’
as to the remedy. their school shall be second to none in their county. These H
We have alr ;“]}- indicated the principle upon which the rem. " nssociations enable thy teachers to make the personal acquaint- | |
edy must be founded, to wit: the training of the ¢ye in theoh- | ance of their fullow laborers, and the social benefits arising LI
'\'»';\‘zlliﬂn of the forms of words, in addition to the discipline | therefrom are not the least among their advantages. J i
usually given to l'hc.- car in the sound. We would cultivate hoth | We shall be pleased to reecive reports of the proeecedings of i '
eye and eor, and particalarly the former. As & first step to- | these associations that we may notice them in the pages of the
wards a corrcet knowledge of orthography, oral exercises from | Journal.
a spelling book are as good as any other.  As the ehild advances S S T =
we would give him one by one such rules 48 govern the furma- BOARD I EDUCATION. “
tion of derivative words, and funilinrize thoese rules by writiea T
as well ps'orul exercises, in the former case introducmg such | The following gentlemen constitute the Domd of Edueation "ﬁ
words into sentemrees.  Ag he still progresses explain o lum sueh | v 4l Statte s 1 )
| words as are alike in sound, but unlike in signification and or- Ist District, Cuas. Masox, ith Distriet, T. 11, CaxrFrenn, r
‘ tl:f;._'_']':'m‘iah:,', iHHustrate their Proper use i\'\ full ¢ xamples, then 2| T T. B. Prury. Sth i B, M. CoSNRLLY . ::
give him written exercises suchaas will eontuin them, aud in 1 3d L Gi. P. Kivsarrn,  9th “ 0. H, RoszrunL, !
which he must judge for himself of the meaniug to be con- | 4th D. E. Brawsanp. 10th . A. B. IliLorgr, ﬂl
x‘r-}'mp»i lr_'.' the context, and let hun thus leam by thorough dril- " Sth c Dax MiLs, 11th L. 1. MiTCHELL. |
ling to use the right word in the vight place. Finally afte Gth ‘“ S, F: Cooren.
i 11:|~:~‘iurg over these ]_-E‘tl.imiu;xl'_\ SLUTS fead to him PRASSALCS FER Y ! ."\Ll"*,‘l.-”’} of the Buard. Taoomas I1. Bextox., ir.
| his reading book, from the pewspaper or from anything at | Assistant Sceretary, Josian T. Tunsy. -
hand and let him write after your reading : give him this exer- | Lieutenant Governor Favinie is the presiding officer of the
cige daily, and our word for it he would soon sequire by its | Board. The Governor of the Stateis ea officio. a icmber of
agency as thorough a disciphine for the eye, us by the oral exer- { the Board. :
|  exercise he gained for the car: and with both car and eye sharp- f S L ]
ened by such training we should look confidently to a marked F During the past menth, our city has been visited by a large
improvement intheorthography of our common school graduates. | nmuber of the notables of the State. The Mwsim; of - the
We do not speuk of this matter as mere theorists, but as d Supremie Court brought withit its three judoes, Messrs. WG,
hm'in;: seen the beneficial otiects of the systemn I our own | Sroceros. and Woopwa kb : Hon. S, A Ih,-},:’ Atormey “t‘llt‘I'ﬂ].
teaching ; and, so confident are we of its merits that we must and a large number of practicing attorneys. The 4\;:t‘i:'ﬂll.urﬂl
rge the teachers of Towa to give a fair trial to the plan of | Board has also heen holding a session af the Capitol,
which we have bt sketehed the outlines, leaving to their dis- [n conneetion with the above, the Democratic and Republican
erction and skill the task of [i“illg in the details, State conventions havoe been in session. A lilff.;;t: number of |
" : T L Delegates were in attendanee upon each convention. | [
Fhe writer of the above article is a gentloman intimately | ey ‘
conneeted with the edueational interests of the State, and we Teachers w anting situations, and School Dircetors desiring
congratulate our readers upon our success in gecuring his ser- to secure the serviees of teachers, should make thair wants |
| vices as a regular contributor for the JovrNar, —Fp. known through the JourNar 1 |
f.ﬂ | Q@ e
if":- === e e e = e — urs ;f:f’:l
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Hox. SAmven Berr, our efficient County Superintendent,
informs us that there are now about eighty schools in full opera-
tion in this county in which are employed over one hundred
teachers.  T'he Superintendent reports rapid progress in the
sehools, and inercased interest among the people in behalf of
school matters.

Publichers and Booksellere will find the JouvrNAL an excellent
medium through which to advertise their publications, as it will
have a more extended and general circulation than any other

journal in this State.

— = — e e ——

Clergymen throughout the State, are earnestly requested to use
their efforts to extend the eirculation of the TowA Scioon JouRNAT,
in their immediate Joealities. The good which will result from
the cuculation of a publication of the mwvral and intellectual
character of the Jovrxar, will, we trust, receive the patronage of

that large class of our Iowa population—the chureh going.

Teachers and School Utlicert ean serve themselves and the
community with whom they reside, in no way better than by sub-
seribing, and urging others to subseribe, for a journal that has for
its objects the improvement of the condition of our schools and the
dissemination of useful and necessary information among the
gitizeng of the commonwealth—thus aiding to lighten their own
labors, and at the same time adding to the intelligence of the

]iffu}»h'.

The proprietors of the JTowa State Journal have issued the
first number of the Daily Journal, which same is a very spicy
sheet. Terms, 15 cents per week. The business men of Des
Moines should patronize it to the end that it may be a perma-

nent mstitution.

St. John's Day, (June 24) will be cclebrated by the Masonic
Fraternity in this City, by Installation of the officers of (':qritu]

[oilee, Oiation, Procession and Dinner.

J. M. Dixox Esq., for a long time one of the editors of the
[owa Citizen, and a resident of this eity, has removed to Indian-
ola, Wwarren county, and connected himself with the Warren
Eagle.
fortune in securing for their paper the able and fluent pen of
Mr. Dixon.

We congratulate the readers of the Faolz upon their

Friend,
children, which we have received and gladly place upon our

lehi- {.“{il‘/ ‘“."_’ l'r'..;
for

exchanoe

is the title of a most excellent paper

list. It is published semi-monthly at Dayton, Chio,
per
copies for one dollar. Children save your dimes and subseribe
for the Children’s Friend.

)

Nos. one and two of vol. six’?

at the very low price of fwenty-five cents annum, or five

Will the publishers please send us

The first volume, in two parts, of the Geological Survey of
Towa, has been issued, and 18 being distributed through the
office of the Scerctary of State. When we are favored with an

opportunity of examining a copy of the work, we will give a

more extended notice of 1t.

To our editorial brethren whio have in such comphimentary
terms, noticed the JouryArn in advance of its publication, we
return our warmest thanks and trust that in our future inter-
course with them, we shall continue to merit their esteem and
_good wishes.

Up to this date (the 17th,) there has been 53 steamboat arrs
vals at this port, with a prospect for a continuance of navigation

for the smaller boats for a few weeks longer.

b

The ¢ Polk County Farmers’ Club,’
comprised of practical agriculturalists—persons interested in

18 the name of a society,

good farming—which meets at the Capitol in this city once in
two weeks, for the discussion of various subjects pertaining to
their vocation. We hope cach county in the State will have its
Farmers’ Club.  With Teachers’ meetings and Farmers’ Clubs,

properly attended, much good may be accomplished.

Francis C. Woodworth, late editor of ¢ Woodworth’s Youth’s
Cabinet,” diedjof consumption on Sunday, morning” June” 5th,
on his way from Havana to New York. He was a pleasing
writer and possessedithe rare faculty of instructing and amusing
children by his writings. The ¢ Cabinet 7 has been a desery-
Mr. Woodworth was_but 46 years of age
at the time of his death.

edly popular work.

The good things of this life fall to our lot when we least ex-
peet them. Such were the conclusions which?we came to with-
out the least necessity for argument to prove the corrtctnessjof
our judgment, when we were met in the street a few days since
by our fellow townsman, Hon. W, P. Davis, and invited by him
to his residence, to cat strawberries. We accepted of course—
Upon these
large, fine, fragrant, luscious berries, dressed with plenty of

were never known to refuse such an invitation.

real eream which Mrs. Davis had furnished in plentiful quanti-
tities, we did feast greatly to our satisfaction, and could but re-
flect upon our hearty concurrence in the Doctor’s judgiment in
selecting us to assist him in disposing of these rich fruits of his
By the way, why don’t more of our citi-
They are of easy cultiva-
tion, and yield largely to repay for the care and attention
We should hike to sce more atten-
tion paid to this branch of horticulture.

horticultural labors.
zens have a plat of strawberries ?

bestowed upon them.

Nothing can remain stationary. All things must advance or
retrograde. and vapers are not exceptions to the geuneral rule.
The one now before you shall go forward, increase in neatness
of appearance and richness of conteats, until it shall be said—
that, no house which does not receive a copy *of it, is supplied
with the necessary articles for housekeeping purposes.

There are School Journals published in several States which
number their thousands of subscribers, and have been in exist-
ence for years.

Is there any reason why thousands in Towa should not enjoy
the benefits of a journal of their own and that it shall be read
and quoted from years in the future—even after its original
projectors ‘‘are not

Let every man take a copy and urge his neighbor to do the
same. The thinking and reading man we look to for support.
Remember it is a paper with an object, and that object one
which tends to the elevation and advancement of all who come

within its influence.

If you want to see School Books by the cord, just drop in at
Redhead & Dawson’s. It will eost nothing for the sight, and
should you want anything in their line, they will supply you
See adverlisement on cover.

upon most excellent terms.

|0 g
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Fhscellany.

WOMAN.

An angel wandering ont of heaven,
And all too bright for Eden even,
Once through the paths of paradise
Made luminous the auroral air;
And, walking in His awful guise,
Met the Eternal Father there;
Who, when he saw the truant sprite,
Smiiled love through all those bowers of light.
While deep within the tranced spell,
Our Eden sire lay slumbering pear,
God saw, and said: ‘It is not well
For man alone to linger here."”
Then took that angel by the hand,
And with a kiss its brow he prest,
And whispering all His mild command,
He laid it on the sleeper's breast;
With earth enough to make it human,
He chained its wings and called it woMAN,
And if perchance some stains of rust
Upon her pinions yet remain ;
*Tis but the mark of God's own dusat,
The earth-mould of that Eden chain.
T. B. READ.

NEWSPAPER READING.

QOur people are readers rather than students. Dut. as readers,
we suspectino other people have ever stood so high. Probably
no other nation of any magnitude exists in which so large a
proportion of the whole population are readers.  And, although
there is a great deal too much of bad reading. and a great deal
of merely poor and trashy reading, yet, we believe, that by far
the largest part of all the books and papers read are profitable.
It is quite in fashion to depreciate newspaper reading in com-
parison with book reading, But our convietion is, that on the
whole newspapers are better reading than books. Of course,
sound and solid works of history, literature, travels, biography,
natural science, and of religion, are more profitable than poor
newspapers. But, so are good newspapers more profitable than
the ten thousand transient and superficial books that abound.

One is not apt to consider what an amount of matter is fur-
nished by a newspaper in a year. We presume that the matter
contained in the New York Daily Times or Tribune, if printed
in book-type, would make not less than fifty octave volumes a
year of four hundred pages ! Nor for solid information woull,
perhaps, one third of them need fear comparison with the
average book-issue of the press. Bat in strong and fine writing
they would be above the average. For, the most racy, earnest,
and idiomatic writing in our day is found in the editorial col-
umns. '

There is no better English written anywhere than in our first
class newspapers. We frequently see articles that are as well
considered, as exhaustive upon a given topie, and as learned,
as any that on the same subjects can be found in a stately
Encyclopedia or a Learned Treatise. Besides this, the amount
of variots information upon natural history, upon mechanics,
and agriculture, upon selence applied to domestie purposes,
which a year’s newspaper reading will yield, 18 surprising to
those who have not directed their attention to it.

A good weekly paper amounts almost to a volume a weck of
small books, and for quality of matter is far better than the
average of books.

L1

G

We do not deny that a great deal of trashvy matter is dealt
out in newspapers. But books ought not to cast the first stone.
And much that people are fond of calling trash we should de-
scribe by a different name. And much that passes for solid
reading we should call simply stupid. Dead, prosing articles,
about various goodness, stale and tedious homilies, are most
veritable trash  But current events, the progress of state and
national affairg, the great events of foreign nations, the inven-
tions, the discoveries, the record of material improvement, do-
mestic news, rendered fresh and sparkling, are not to be called
desultory and scaltering just because they appear in a cheap
uewspaper. As to stories and novelettes, we are far from enter-
taining that indiscriminate prejudice against them which many
good people have. What i1s a novel in our day, but criticism,
description, history, science, and, in short, all knowledge made
inviting by being threaded upon the line of a story. Some
of Shakspeare’s dramas are better history than the chron-
icles from which he borrowed his materials: and many of
Seott’s novels are more instructive and truthful than the formal
Scotch and Enghish histories. Good stories are the wings of
newspapers, and enable them to ﬂy all over the land. But
poor stories are Blame worthy everywhere, whether in news-
paper, Sabbath-school boek, or religious tract.

All the libraries in the United States are not of the value to
the nation that are its newspapers. The daily and weekly
newspapers are the glory of America. Much as they are suos-
ceptible of improvement, they are unquestionably the most

werful element now at work in our civil society. We do not

alf estiinate their power, nor dream of what they are yet to be.

People living in towns and cities have little idea of the value
of newspapers. They are surrounded with associates. They
have access to libraries. Books are at hand on every =ide, and
may be easily borrowed when one cannot buy. But on farms,
in out of the way places, and in ten thousand corners, nooks
and ncighborhoods, where men live and work, the newspaper is
the only window through which they look out into the world.
Its visit brings cheer to the house. The newspaper day is the
white day of the week, and the farmer who has got his paper
from the office and turns homeward is already rested from his
work, and turns homeward with a light foot. Now every word
1s read.  From beginning to end, advertisements and all, ever
line is read. If not read alond, each waits impatiently for his
turn. Then the more striking subjects are discussed. Every
day till the next paper comes round, the topics are thought over,
and talked about with a pertinacions interest which they have
little conception of who live where papers swarm. And the
result of this carcful rcading is, not only a well-informed com-
mon people, but one going out of the city into the country will
learn mwore about what is going on in the cily, right under his
nose, than he knew before. Country peaple have time to con-
sider things. Happily they do not live in thunder and whirl
and drive as city people do. They live in a silence of affairs
that enables them to hear the sounds from a distance, and to
consider their meaning. Every week 1 am surprised to find
how much more intelligent country people know about city
affairs in New York than [ do. In America, Newspaper is King!
Long live KING NEwWsPAPER! —N. Y. Ledyer.

Tt 1s a good sign and true when you see amid a little
group of boys one dart from the rest and tossing his arms above
his head, shout, “* There’s my father ! as he runs to meet him.
You may be sure, no matter what business troubles soever that
man may have, that there is a spot in his heart still fresh and
green, which the cares of the world have had no power to blight.
‘* There's my father!”™ With what a pretty pride the little
fellow shouts this! He must be, indecd, a brute, whose fatherly
heart does not swell with love, whose eyes do not glisten, who
does net at such a moment, feel amply repaid for that day’s
toil; no matter how wearisome. After all, love is the only
thing worth having in this world. They who stand over new-
made graves tell us so. Fame, and money, and ambition,
dwindle to nothing beside the white, calm brow of death,
though; God knows it may be but the youngling whose lips
have never even learned to syllable our name.—London Times.
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BANK OF ENGLAND NOTES.

The Bank of England Note is simple in character, having
altered very little in appearance since it was first issued at the
end of the seventeenth century, but the quality of the paper and
of the engraved writing has now been brought up to a high
degree of excellence. In thus perfecting their note, the author-
ities of the Bank have had entirely in view the protection of the
public"from fraud and loss. [Instead of defending themselves,
as is the practice in some other cpuntries, by seeret marks on
their paper money, the substancd and printing of which are
equally 1ll executed, the Bank of England accepts no security
which may not be possessed by any one who will make himself
acquainted with the following characteristics of the paper, the
plate-printing, and the type-printing of the note. The paper is
distinguished :

1. By its color, a peculiar white, such as is neither sold in
the shops, nor used for any other purpose.

2. By its thinness and transparency. qualities which prevent
any of the printed part of the note being washed out by turpen-
tine or removed by the knife, unless a hole is made in the place
thus practised on.

3. By its characteristic feel. There is a peculiar crispness
and toughness in Bank of England paper, which enables those
who are accustomed to handle it to distinguish instantaneously,
by the sense ol touch alone, true from false notes.

4. The wire mark (or water mark) is produced in the paper
when in the state of pulp : consequently, a forger must procure
& mould, and make his own paper. But both the workmanship
of the mould and the manufacture of the paper, from its in-
tricate surface, require Lthe skill of first-rate artizans. As these
are not found in the haunts of crime, a spurious imitation of the
water mark has to be affixed by means of a metallic stamp upon
the counterfeit paper after it has been wade. |

9. The three deckle edges of the bank note. The monld
contains two notes, placed lengthways; these are separated by
the knife in a future stage of manufacture. The deckle (or
wooden frame of the paper-mould) produces that peculiar effect
which is seen on the edges of uncut paper. As it is caused
when this substance is in the state of pulp, it is as unlike any
imitation attempted upon paper, as the rent or hemmed edge of
linen, ete., differs from the selvage. It will be evident from
this that any paper ;1111'.'h.:1.~u..-c1 for purposes ol Ilu';_"u;]"_‘l,‘, il1:1,'~:mm‘h
as it has to be cut into shape, can have but two natural (or
deckle) ed=es at most, instead of three, and must bear, in con-
sequence, a recognizable proof of falsit.

6. The strength of the bank-note paper. Being made, not
from the worn fibres of old garments, but from new linen and
new cotton pieces, the paper of the bank-note is extremely
strong.

In its water-leaf (or unsized) condition, a bank note will sSup-
port 36 lbs., and when one grain of size has been diffused
through it, it will then lift half a hundred weight. The bulk of
the note 1s print*:d from a steel plate, the l'it'lllii}‘ of which 1s
secured by the process of transferring.  The paper is moistened
for priming h)f water driven lhrimgh 1ts pores under the pres-
sure of the atmosphere admitted into the exhausted receiver of-
an air-pump. This process was invented about thirty-five
years ago. In the bank of England 30,000 double notes are
thus moistened in the space of an hour. The ink used in plate
pl"iming 18 made at the l§:1nk {rom lin:f-;(‘l:“d o1l and charred hugks
and vines of Rhenish grapes. This Frankfort black (a8 1t 1S
called) affords a characteristic velvety black, very distinguish-
able in the left-hand corner of the note. Inks in forgeries have

usually a blueish or brownish hue. The numbering and cipher
printing are also executed in one of the presses ilﬂ uze at the
Bank. The combination of plate with type printing 18 itself a
great security agninst a successful forgery of a bank note, All
that now remains i1s the signature of the clerk. This is chiefly
valuable as a moral restraint against counterfeits. At the
same time the nicety of adjustment in bank paper manufacture
1s evinced by its being suited both to the printer, who requires
the least, and to the penman, who requires the greatest quantity
of size in the paper to fit it to their respective purposes.

A PLEA FOR DULL SCHOLARS.

A writer in the Rhode Island School Master gives an incident
in his experience with just reftection, which we commend to
every teacher who is tempted to be impatient with dull scholars ;

I oncesaw a teacher engaged in hearing a brilliant recitation,
where all was prompt and successful. The class was in high
spirits, the teacher in fine temper : but when it came the turn
of an honest looking boy at the foot, with large heayvy eyes, and
a troubled look, I saw the smile of satisfaction leave the teach-
er’s face before he had finished putting the question : [ saw the
class sneer in anticipation of the blunder: and 1 saw too the
poor boy flinching from the gaze of the school, and the impa-
tient look of his teacher. Ie failed, of course. The teacher
turned away with an expression of resiznation, which was a
more severe blow to the boy than if he had been struck.
Reader! have you never done this thing ? Never be impatient
with dullness in school. Do not merely refrain from contempt-
uous epithets, (for who would be so brutal ?) but avoid every
shrug of-the shounlder, every gesture of impatience, every sigh
of disappointment. It is mortification emough to the scholar to
know that he is not so bright as his companions ; do not add to
his shame the sense of injustice.

A child may be quick to grasp principles, yet slow in learn-
ing facts ; he may be deficient in mathematical ability, and yet
possess much poetic feeling, and an earnest, ardent love of the
beautiful. A bad memory or some other defect will keep him
back in recitation, though his mind may be full of precious
thoughts, which find no utterance in the bustle and hurry of the
school room.

[ had a case of this kind in my first school; it was a poor
little fellow who always seemed puzzled ; he was slow to take
an 1dea, and appeared to have no power whatever to express his
mind. His companions thought him stupid, and [ shared the
gencral impression. In the course of the term, 1 introduced
exercises in composition—a thing hitherts unknown in school.
To our astonishment, his first effort exhibited an originality of
thought and facility of expression which no other boy could
equal. On one occasion he wished to introduce a féw stanzas
of poetry into his composition, and not remembering the exact
form of the original, substituted his own expressions; they
were all correct, poetic, and metrical. On conversing with him
about his pursuits, I found him altogether superior to his com-
panions, in the more mature and valuable properties of the mind.

I learned wisdom by that experience, and have since found
many similar eases ; indeed, so many, that I am sometimes in-
clined to think that a slow manner of thought, in a child, is a
sign of good intellect. Therefore if I find that a boy is unsue-
cessful in ordinary school studies, I look round to zee what I
can do for him. 1f he has a poor memory, I often find that he
can grasp a thought ; if he cannot read well, he may neverthe-
less understand thoroughly what he is reading about ; if clumsy
in specch he may be skilful in expressing his thoughts in writ-
ing ; if he is deficient in mathewatical ability, he perhaps has
talent for drawing, for mechanics, music, or the languages:
though hating arithmetic and geography, he may have a love of
poetry and art, that may be turned to account. Thus I find
the law of compensation exhibited even in the school room.
Many a man or woman has developed a symmetrical mind and
eharacter in after life, who in childhood seemed only ¢ half
made up.’

Therefore, O teacher, be not hasty in your judgments! re.
member that the scope of yourinHuence is limited ; that there
are chambers of the young mind which, with your parade of
school books, you have never entered; remember that the
heavy-eyed 1ad whom you deem so obtuse may yet grow to be a
man whom you will delight to honor. Be patient.—0Aib Jour-
nal of Education,

ResTRAINTS ON MaTRiMONY.—The first District School Board
of New Orleans have resolved ‘that hereafter no young lady
teacher will be allowed to contract marriage while occupying
the position of teacher, and that such an act on her part shall
be virtually considered a resignation.’
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Recent Publications.

Under this head we shall notice such new publications as we
think will be interesting and instructiye to the general reader—
giving the names of the publishers, and as far as we can, the
price of the work.

D. Appleton & Co., New York: Home Memories, or. Echoes
from & Mother’'s Voice. As its title indicates, a beautiful
lesson is taught by this book, upon resignation and "picty.
Price, 75 cents. '

Prairie Farming in Amcrica: by James Caird, M. P. This
work contains much valuable information eoncerning the soil
of our prairies, and the mannerof treating it. Price, 50 cts.

The Tin Trumpet, or Heads and Tails for the Wise and Wag-
gish. Price §1 23.

Hamilton’s Repuablic of the United States. A very valuable
work, and should be attentively perused by every American
citizen. Price $2 50 per vol.

Memoirs of the Empress Catharine II; written by Ierself.
A remarkable and interesting work.

Derby & Jackson ; New York: Plain and Pleasant Talk about
Fruits, Flowers, and Farming; by Henry Ward Beecher.
Those who have spent so many pleasant hours over ¢ Life
Thoughts,” the ¢ Star Papers,”” and other writings, will need
no assurance from us that Mr. Beecher will be found equally
as entertamming and instructive in this new ficld of literary
labor. Price $1 25.

Acadia ; by the author of The Sparrow Grass Papers.

Harper & Bros.; New York : The Life of North American In-
sects: by Prof. B. Jaeger, of the College of New Jersey.
This work is a valuable addition to the scientifie literature of
the eountry, and should be placed in every school library in
the State. Price §1 25.

Humboldt’s Cosmos. The fifth volume of this invaluable work
1s now issued by the Harpers. Price 12mo, muslin, 85c.

G. P. Putnam ; New York : Irving's Works, 21 volumes, includ-
ing Trving’s Washington, are now complete. This is a beau-
tiful edition of the works of the inimitable Irying. Price,
octavo edition $2, 12mo edition §1 50 per volume,

W. A, Townsend & Co.: New York: James Fenmimore Cooper’s
Works are being issued by this House.  Six volumes are now
ready, as follows: ““The Pioneer,” ¢ The Red Rover.”” * The
Last of the Mohecans,” <The Spy,” <“The Bravo,” and
“ Wyandotte.”” These works are issued in splendid style,
each volume contains two steel vignettes, and twelve charac-
teristic illustrations on wood, designed by Darly. Price
&1 50 per yolume. z

All About it, or the History and Mystery of Common Things.
A valuable work for reference. i 3

Peterson & Brothers, Philadelphia ; Daver p vt Dunn, a Man of
our Day. A new novel, by Charles Lever. Price $1 50.
This enterprising House is issuing an edition of the Waverly
Novels, at the extremely low price of 25 cents per volume.

The Cayalier, a new novel, by G. P, R. James. Price 31 25.

All the Year Round. Dicken’s new work has reached its eighth
number. It resembles ¢ Household Words,”” which was so
popular under Mr, Dickens’ management. Emmerson & Co.,
publishers, New York. Price 5 cents per No.

Onee a Week, A new illustrated periodical, published by 1
A. Brady, No. 126 Nassau street, New York.

dw

Rambles among words—their Poetry, History and Wisdom : by
William Swinton. A decidedly popular work, entertaining to
the general reader; a book to be studied with profit and
perused with pleasure. Price $1. Published by C. Seribner,

New York.

Housewifery.

Our lady readers will be pleased to learn that each mnmber of
the Jouvrxar will contain a column upon general Housewifery,
and matters pertaining to domestie economy. It will be edited by
n lady of practical experience, and will give excellent advice in
that often very annoying branch of the “Home Department,” the

art of cooking a good dinner.

Lesox Pie.—For one pie, two lemons, juice and rinds, two
cups of sugar, one cup of milk, two tablespoonfuls of corn
starch, or the same amount of flour, the yolks of six eggs, bake
it ; then beat the whites of the eggs with eight tablespoontuls
of fine white sugar and pour over it, put in the oven and dry.

Rice Pupping wrruovr Ecas.—One teacup of rice in a quart
of milk, two tablespoonfuls of sugar, nutmeg and a little butter,
bake half an hour,

Pickrep CrrroN.—Cut in shapes, lay in cold water over
night: in the morning set them on the fire, in the same water,
and scald till tender, then wipe dry, put in a jar and cover with
vinegar boiling hot, adding spice and sugar, a teacup of sugar
to a quart of vinegar; cover up clogely and they will be ready
for use ina few days.

To KeEep ORANGES AND LreMoNs FOR DPastry.—When you
have squeezed the juice, throw the peels into salt and water ;
let them remain a fortnight, clean out the pulp, boil them till
tender, strain them, and when they are tolerably dry boil a
small quantity of syrup of common loaf sugar and water and
put oyer them, in a week boil them gently in it till they look
clear.

How ro Extracr e BirTer QuariTy rroM Yeast.—DBake a
small picee of bread quite black and drop into the yeast; or if
it be very bitter, put a small quantily of bran into a small sieve,
These remedies have been tried
and neyver have been known to fail.

and strain the yeast through.
Or pour cold water over
the yeast some time before you require it; the yeast will sink,
and the bitter quality remain in the water, which pour off.

Uservn InroryaTioNn.—The washerwoman of Iolland and
Belgium, so proverbially clean, and who get up their linen so
beautifully white, use refined borax as a washing powder in
the proportion of a large handful of borax powder to about ten
gallons of boiling water. They save in soap nearly once half.
All the large washing establishments adopt the same method.
For laces, cambrics, cte., an extra quantity of the powder is
used, and for erinolines (required to be very stiff) a strong
solution is necessary., Borax being a neutral salt, does mot in
the slightest degree injure the texture of the linen; its effeet is
to soften the hardest water, and therefore it should be Kept on
every toilet table. To the taste it is rather sweet, is used. for
cleaning the hair, is an exccllent dentifrice, and in hot countries
is used with tartaric acid, and bicarbonate of soda as a cooling
beverage. Good tea cannot be made from hard water ; all water
can be made soft by adding a tea-spoonful of borax powder to
an ordinary sized kettle of water, in which it should boil.  The
saving in the quantity used will be at least one-fifth. To give
the black the flavor of the green tea, add a single leaf from the

black currant tree.
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Farmers. and those interested in the eulture of the =oil will

not fail to observe that a portion of the JovnNan is espeeially

publish a
paper that shall, as far as possible meet the wants of all classes
of readers, shall, the heatd.
series of short articles upon practical farming, which will con-

devoted to their inferests. “In onr deternination to

we undey foresoing Iul,..-». q
tain mnch valuable information npon this important branch of
\N' t \}H” }H' 3‘1 ui)

friends in the country, communications for

"i'i\'l' our

of
[oswa.

pleased to re
l.]‘li.w

national industry.
depariment
our paper, giving their experience in praetical farming in

If cach farmer will take the pains to Keep a memorantum of
his {'\]“‘"'11.‘;-"““,“-. in farming for one geason, he will find that at the
end of fund

which may be embodied in an article for this paper.

f the vear he has colleeted a valuable information
Farmers

try the experiment—write for the JOURNAL.

A GOOD FARM.

such an one as

anple and
offer a few
valuable
sant and
business,

It should

rood farm

and prove

What are the requisites for a
would take and deserve a pre mium,
an encouragement to far generally ¢ Let
thoughts on this subject—recalling, if not suggesting,
hmh‘ to the reader. A farm furmsh a plea
comfortable home, and : { remunerative
and a good one readily does this the owner.
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. A good seil —cither naturally, or made so by cultivation
and manurnge —ae ol LpLe d to rhﬂ lml ietion of the different crops
usually grown in that locality, .HnI conveniently situated for

It should have (2) a wood-lo

use, the feneing

narketinge

.»z:l-;.l_,i'r

them i":'llilf.;l}‘-ﬂ_'.

domestic and a ereator

racl for

of the building lumber of the farm, and there should be (3)
water convenient to the dwelling house, barms, and other
buildings. as well as for the pastures. These may be ecither
naturally or artificially suppiicd, by streams and springs, or

wells and cisterns, as the locality will allow.

Ii. 'nrn\l farm w ‘\\'(_*H IIL"H'.'HE —tli\'idlnl illlw .xt.c']‘ul}rll:
cCONny t;uitm lots by substantial enclosures, either of rail
boards, or other permar nt- material, conformable
value, and sitnation. {tis (2) properly tilled—every crop being
sowed on P ]‘(n]l(]’l\' ];*r-;.]:mc;-l erountd, and its after cultivation
thoroughly attended fo. .jf'- ) The produetion of we ey 18 ~~.v":-
uously preve ntul the 1 fenees apd road-sides-are keg
clear as possible of

“‘the encmy.”’
L11. A good farm is provided with barns and a‘i't‘ 1 '3, perma-
nently and 1 ,gl!-.. built, placed : ranced.
and of sufficient s1ze vo contain the ].1-4..i|1.-l of g]“
ber 11 « stock n«an}.' kept upon it.  (2.) Cellars for
roots, for the manufacture of manure, &ec..
these buildines, convenient yards
as 10 preve nt the waste

”’ fodder and drainage
These yvards are well «

I!i"h e h.n'm 111*“.\'1 1'“".
with water:; the whole est: !nlw] Hment
winter res

idence for the domestic
1] Y 0'- ] "
content 1n the knowledee that eve

:'I)E'i
<. Stone,

to 1ite size.
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farm. and to
shel storine
ar¢ placed under
hed, 50 arranged
ol manur
and are ynlied
formine a comfortable
animals—such as he may rest
]'_"-“ want 1s supp Jid |"~ :1]”1‘4-‘“!‘._1}“
needless suffering prevented, under his jurisdiction.  (4.) A good
farm has varions out-buildings to facilitate the different opera-
tions m its management : among these may here be named a
wagon and tool-house for storing the imple wvm ..1‘ the farm al
all times when not in use ; a work-shop suppl with
tools, a granary and corn-house, a convenient piggery, a l“‘”“”
iently arranged and sitnated, neatly

and (3} atLac

=1

el proper

IH‘LI’*l cLe, ., d” CONnvel I]IN
and permanently ereeted.,

IV. A good farm has a good d welling-house, judiciously ar-
ranged FHJ the comfort and convenience of the women ~';',:».11*;

hmh, and k (; it in perfeet repair—with a good cellar, smoke-house
ice-house and closets, near at hand: and these and all other
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"“";]"!‘]'!’_"«h 11" JT }17Li[l|(‘f1 .'\illl seeure ‘lhﬂ‘-rsﬂ li ayY s I“, ]1 |'_f'l &
neally feneed front yard, enclosing (4) a '_I"l"'“j.' lawn with orna-
mental trees, plants and flowers—the whole appearance of the
honuss nd grounas mdicat) ng the abode of LASLE, neat and
CO1 1l

V. A good farm has a good orchard, containing the best
VATl T'u H< 1] Illl 1 ll l 1 - Zlfl'] ..1]14 I i"‘lllié; Zif_I W (=) 4 Llh'];q 11
garden—where are l;"‘i'j in their perfection, all th ulinary

fraits and veretables u
rarden for cherries,

}nj; Wl 8.

[

A fruf
rasp-
and in short all the fraits which

1 .
1dly ¢ ""K'u:'-.::»'l“fl'L'“r-
pears, &c., and
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may be rrown i the open air, 18 provided and given due culture
and attention. 7

.“H'“[t are some ol L requisiies ol a el ul i“u'!.:. We ‘H]"l;t“
present hercafter some of the characleristics of an Average
Farm, a subject equally inte "v-w:m;j:uulE‘.ian'n!-{im-, ~Cultivator.
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I'ike's Veak, with its flattering p iiges of rich harvests of gold,
hns 'u. 1 Mman ¥y a from L !1 111 to enlare !in_* T“!‘”,-.
ind 3 tions ot irney across the unsettled prairies of the
West, to learn, when it 15 too late, that it 1s not all gold that glil-
g

Nevertheless late accounts from Mke's Peak, give assurances
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There is no reason to be given why gold

cold will vet 1
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thal
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cshonld not be found on the castern, as well as the western slope

ol ThHe Imonialn rango * 11roIm Atlantic

States }Ell.' erreat benetfit which will result in the 1New ;_;'w]v‘l
discovery will be the opening up of new States, gud the addition
of new stars to the constellation of Freedom

sailed for Em
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has been

ope for the purpose of making
nDeWw :\11:4' LITE]

«tarted with

stion of specimens in itology for the

vhich recently

very liberal endowments by the enterprising and liberal citizens
of Boston and vieinity.
Horace Cireels | o on 11 veriand !“:!f | lifornin, via
hke's Peak ind Utal What le sees and hears by the way, will
publishied in his leiters to tl \ ) ik \nd they will
contain much valualble mformation concerning tlie. route over

tollowed 1n elose pursuit

It may be interesting to the readers of the JovryaL to know
of the condition and prospect he different pn‘.‘tb]?i.% of the
State, and we should be elad to receive from all dircetions items
 similar n iport to the foll taken from a letter of ».11.111;:'«
RosegraNns of Hancock county, to the publishers. Ilancock
18 4 new county, aimo 1rect] orth LI and in the next

: :
to thenorithern ties

O expeet, and we

county. There

taxes are paid as promptly as we can
aluable improvements in our
ceted thais summer at a cost of about
1 our roads, and bridge
traveller will not be
vicinity.  Although it has
and oy l-l'n»‘pl'r't‘tm of
'he Pike’s Peak fever has

are makme
vill be five school houses o
five thousand dollars. We sh
5L .'HNI_‘\‘ all our small streams 8
impeded in his jonrney through our
been very wi look

an abundaat harvest are quite Lar.
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not raced to any greal extent, our citizens are satisfied to
Aol 1d in their own fields, and are very sanguine in regard
to their ultima ( ;
The farming season, thus | has been very promising, and the
prospect of o plentiful harvest ns to he general,
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Selections,

I believe the first test of a truly great man is his humility,
I do not mean by humility doubt of his own power, or hesitation
in speaking his opinion : but a right understanding of the rela-
tions between what he can do and say, and the rest of the
world's sayings and doings. All great men not only know
their business, but know usually that they know it; and are
not only right in their main opinions, but they usunally know
that they are right in them ; only they do not think much of
themsclves on that account.  Arnolfo knows that he can build
a good dome at Florence; Albert Durer writes calmly to one
who had found fault with his work, < It cannot be better done;”
Sir Isanc Newton knows that he has worked out a problem or
two that would have puzzied any one else: only they do not
expect their fellow-men, thercfore, to fall down and worship
them ; they have a curious undersense of powerlessness, feeling
that the greatness is not 2 them, but tAroug/ them; that they
could not do or be anything else than God-made them. And
they see something divine and Godmade in every man they
meet, and are endlessly, foolishly, incredibly merciful. The
slightest manifestation of jealousy or self-complacency is enough
to mark a second rate character of the intellect.—Ruskin.

Dury OF CULTIVATING THE FACULYY OF SPEECH.—There is a
power which each man should cultivate according to his ability,
but which is very much neglected in the mass of the people,
and that is the power of utterance A man was not made to
shut up his mind 1o itself ; but to give it voice and exchange it
for other minds. Speech is one of our grand distinetions from
the brute. Our power over others lies not so much in the
amount of thought within us, as in the power of bringing it
out. A man of more than intellectunal vigor, may, for want of
expression, be a cipher withont significance in society. And
not only does a man influence others, but he greatly aids his
own intellect, by giving distinet and forcible utterance to his
thoughts. We understand oursclves better, our conceptions
grow clearer, by the very effort to make them clear to others,

Our social rank, too, (iept!mls a good deal upon our power of
utterapce. The principle distinction between what are called
gentlemen and the valgar, lies in this. that the latter are awk-
ward?;n manners, and are especially wanting in propriety,
clearness, grace, and force of utterance. A man who cannot
open his lips, without breaking a rule of gramnar, without
showing in his dialect or brogue, or uncouth tones, his want of
cultivation, or without darkening his meanmg, by a confused,
unskilful mode of communication—ecannot take the place to
which, perhaps his native good sense entitles him. To have
mtercouse with respectable people, we must speak their lan-
guage,—CHANNING,

CuoeAr Paint.—For the outside of wooden cottages, barns,
out-buildings, fences, &e., where economy is important, the fol-
lowing wash is recommended :

Take a clean barrel that will hold water, put in a bushel of
fresh lime, and slack it by pouring over it boiling water suffi-
cient to cover it four or five inches deep, and stirring it till
slaked.

When guite slaked, dissolve in water, and add two pounds of
sulphate zine (white vitriol,) which may be had at any drug-
gist's, and which in a few weeks will cause the whitewash to
harden on the wood work. Add sufficient water to bring it to
the consistency of whitewash. This wash is, of course,
white, and as white is a color which we think should never be
used, except upon buildings pretty much surrounded by trees,
s0 as to prevent its glare, we would make it a fawn or drab
color before using it.

To make the above wash a pleasing cream color, add four
pounds yellow ochre.

For fawn color, take four pounds umber, one pound lamp-
black.

To'make the wash gray or stone color, add one pound umber,
two pounds lampblack.

SAVING MAKES GIVING.—A collector of funds for a charitable
institution in London c¢ame to the house of an old gentleman,
whose tront door being ajar, he was heard somewhat sharply
reproving his servant. For what fault '  Because, after kifd-
ling a fire with a match, she had thrown the match into the
fire, when both ends being tipped with sulphur, it could have
been used a second time.  The collector thought nothing could
be got here. He however summoned courage, went in and told
his object. To his great surprise the old gentleman heard the
case with interest, and counted out four hundred guineas to fur-
ther charity. The collector then told him what he had over-
heard. *“That is quite another thing,” said the old man.
“ Saving makes giving. Always expect most from prudent
people, who first know how to mind their own accounts.”

Tre Crry oF Jeopo, tae Carital oF JapaN.—The city of
Jeddo is said to bhe, without exeeption, the largest city in the
world. It contains 1.500,000 dwellings, and the unpam"eied
number of 5,000,000 of people. Some of its streets are sixteen
Japanese ris in length, w[m:h is eqnal to thirty-two English
miles. The commerce of Japan is immense, and the sea all
along their coast is covered with their ships. Their vessels are
laden in the sonthern portion of the empire with rice, tea, sea-
coal, tobacco, silk, cotton, and tropical fruits. all of which find
a market in the north, and then return freighted with corn,
salt, isinglass, and other products of the north, which find
a market in the south.

SELF-ENDURANCE AND CONTENTMENT.—As a gladiator trained
the body, so must the mind be trained to self-sacrifice, to endure
all things, to meet and overcome difficulty and danger. Wemust
take the rough and thorny road as well as the smeooth and pleas-
ant ; and a portion, at least, of our daily duty must be hard and
disagreeable; for the mind cannot be kept strong and healthy in
perpetual sunshine only, and the most dangerous of states is that
of constantly recurring pleasure, ease, and prosperity. Most
persons will find difficultics enough withont sceking them ; let
them not repine, but take them as part of that educational dis-
cipline necessary to fit the mind to arrive at his highest good.

Doxestic Lire,—Ile cannot be an unhappy man who has the
love and smile of woman to accompany him in every depart-
ment of life. The world may look dark and cheerless without
—enemies may gather in his path, but when he returns to the
fireside and feels the tender love of woman, he forgets his cares
and troubles, and is a comparatively bappy man.

He is but hall’ prepared for the journey of life who takes not
with him that friend who will forsake him in no emergency —
who will divide his sorrows—incréase his joys—lift the veil
from his heart, and throw sunshine amid the darkest scenes,

No, that man cannot be miserable who has such a compan-
ion, be he ever so poor, despised and trodden upon by the world.

All governments vught to aspire to produce the highest
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