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INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

The follmYin g Jrngrs ronta in a selection of observations recorded 
by the la( c Rc,·c1·end Clinton ~Icll en Jones' and i-cfer in great 
par( lo his co ll cc( ion , ,1 hich, by gift o[ his family, is now in th e 
Muse um of the ::-;tatc i ~niYersit~· of Io,rn. Th e original selection 
,ms made b.v Doc·tor Dayton Stoner d urin g his connection ,vit h 
this [ Tni ,·ersit r anJ , in genci·al, has been quite closely followed. 
Such modificatiom: ns h,l\'e been made are clue to Homer R. Dill , 
DirectOl' of the i\fuscnm, an d to the Editor. 

The choi ce of matetial from Mr. Jones' notes, which cover the 
period from 187:} to J !JIG, is based primarily on three factors: 
records " ·lrich an' o-f' interest as sholl'ing migration elates; records 
of the 1·ai·cr birds; and obscnations on habits. It has been thought 
best to follo11· th e ehronological sequence of his n otes and to make 
no changes in phrascolog_v or in t he names he has used for birds. 
The designations of 11eighbol'l10ocl loca lities and people are as he 
has writkn them nnd the s11clling of certain words is left in the 
Yogue of his times. It is hoped th at by leaving these items in 
their original for m, the personality of the author will he preserved 
to the reader. 

1 B orn 18:29 : died 1917 . 



FIELD NOTES O:N CONNECTICUT BIRDS 
BASTFORD, CONN. 

1873 
April 4th: Today I found three Saw-whet Owls, a male and 

two females, all of ·\\"hich I ca ptured. They were in the small 
sized Hemlocks in the swamp over to the west of my house, about 
a quarter of a mil e mray. I ti·ied to catch them by climbing up 
into the trees, and though they would allow me to get within 
arm's length of them, the moment I attempted to put my hand 
on them they would start in an instant and li ght in another tree. 
One had a partiall y eaten manse in his claw and though I started 
him twice he carried it with him each time. 

1875 
April 1. Saw a flock of six Pi<lgeons,2 and aftenvards two 

separately. 

1876 
January 27. A flock of about 20 Pine Grosbeaks lit in the swamp 

back of my house and I shot a fine male in the r ed plumage. 
December 23. Mr. Azcl Sumner found a Meadow Lark in his 

barnyard thi s afternoon. 'Weather is cold and ground covered 
with snow. The bird seemed very feeble and as l\Ir. Sumner 
approached, it flew up on the wall and then into a tree near by 
but immediately it tipped over backward and hung by one foot 
for a little while and then fell to the ground. The children carried 
it into the house and fed it, when it revived for a little while and 
seemed quite lively, but died in a short time after. It ,vas a bird 
of the year and was very much emaciated. 

1877 
January 12. I saw a shrike this afternoon in pursuit of a Tree 

Sparrow among the ever greens by Dea. Barrows' house. The 
chase was an exciting one; the sparrow dartin g in and out through 
the trees, at times barely eluding its pursuer. At last the shrike 
lost sight of him altogether and the sparrow improved the op-

2 This is the Passenger Pigeon, now extinct. Other notes on this species 
occur fa1ther on. 

5 



6 IO"WA STlDIE IN NATUR.\.L HISTORY 

portnnit~~ to dart around 1hr house and escaped. The shrike 
continued th e sca1·c h for some t ime, c1·cep in g· thl'Ongh the trees 
and cxnmining c1·cry pa1t, till at leng1h he bceame d i:eomaged 
and fl ew off into nn npplc 1r rc. I ha,,-c sC'ldom seen a more fierce 
and determined sp irit shmrn b_v any c1·catme 1han t his shrike 
exhibited. So intent ,ras he in 1hc pursuit that he appeared to 
take no notiec of me, thongl1 lte ,ras sorne1 imes ,rithin eight or 
ten feet of me. 

J an nary 19. } IJ"s. Jon es sa ,1· a }Ica<low Lm·k today in fron t 
of the house. 

Janua1·:v 22. I saw a ::\fradow Lark today near l\ [r. Smith's, 
west of the old cemetery, a11cl l\fr. Smith t old me it had been about 
t hc1·c for seYeral days . Dr. Robbins also told me that a day or 
two a~;o he saw one in his bu 1·11 yard. As t hese localities are all 
in one ncighbo1·hood i t ,ras doubt less the same bird seen by a ll. 

1878 
Fcbrnary 27. rnncbi r ds ani1·ed ; haYc seen sc1·cral. 
June 6. I found a nest of the Nashville ·warbl er. It 11·as on 

a hillside and near th e edge of a fma mp on the oTound and among 
bnshcs ,rith scattering t1 w's. The bird ,ras Ycry shy so that it 
was a long tim e before I eould get sight of her. 

Nowmbcr 9. I sn,11· a flock of P inc Grosbeaks about a mil e north 
of t he vi llage. They came from th e n o1t h cnst, Hy in g hi gl1 , but 
pitel1cd sudden ly down and lit in n, s'.:ramp of bushes and began 
to search for foo<l. But the1·c were n o bcnics and after trying 
the wil low buds a fe11· minutes, seemed di ssat isfied 11·i th th em and 
\\'ith a few loud chi1·ps they 11·crc up and a11·a~' again tO\rard the 
south ,rest. They \\'Cl"e a ll bro1rn bin1s. 

1879 
F ebruary l G. I disco1·cr cd a Goshawk thi s afternoon in the 

hemlock Sll'amp, south of my barn, dcYourin g· a rnbbit. He had 
evidently strnck the rabbit scYctal times before stopping him, as 
I t1·aekcd him scn ,ra l 1·ocls by t li e fu r whieh I saw seat1ered in 
bunches on the snow befo 1·c I d isco\·c1·ecl 1 he tragedy and saw 
the ha,rk fly up from the car e11ss and light in a ti·cc. H e had 
torn open the skin along the bell:' and di-a\\'n out the li1·cr and 
entrails ll'hich were lying on the sno,Y near by the body. I set 
a small steel trap on the body 0£ the rabbit and the next day 

• 
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found the hawk held securely by the leg; a male in the first 
plumage. 

February 22. l\fr. George Olds brought me an Acadian Owl 
today that was captured in the north pal't of the town, by Mr. 
F reman Putnam, by t hrowing a ·lub at it and knocking it off the 
limb of a tree on ,rhich it sat. A mal e. 

April 18. A hca,-y north cast storm has prernilcd all day; saw 
t hree Pidgeons fly 0Ycr about four o'clock to,1·ard the ,Yest. 

1880 
l\Iay 31. I found a nest of Blnc-li eadcd Vireos containing four 

young so large that they filled th e nest. The nest ,ms in a T,aurcl 
bush and about six feet from the ground and at first I mistook 
it for the Rcd-cyrd Vireo's nest t ill I s::tw t l1e bi1·d. She seemed 
quite anxious a bont hc1· young; her notes uttered quite rapidly 
were low and her ,rholc mann el' ,ms dif-fcl'cnt from that of the 
Red-eyed Vireo at such times. She must haYc commenced building 
her nest early in :\lay. This is the first time I haYc c\·cr found 
the nest of t his spceics. 

October 2. A beautiful morning after a frosty night and the 
bir ds arc in swar ms. Chipping Spa nows fur exceed all the others; 
among them one ,r ith a \Yhite spot on the side of his head. l\Iany 
Song Sparrows in the garden and along th e ,ralls; also Pm·ple 
Finches, Yellow-birds and Bny-11·ingccl S1)a1Toll's. Bluebirds 
abun dant; a Downy .. Woodpecker and scYcral Nuthatches; also a 
Blue Sparrow has aniYed and halI a dozen Rusty Grackles. A 
few warblers arc in the trees whi ch I cannot determine. Phoebes 
numerous. The <treat army of nol'thcrn migran1s is on the moYe. 

1881 
J anuary 21. .A flock of Snow Buntings settled for a few minutes 

in my garden, the first I have obscn-cd this winter. 
J anuary 22. H eard a Yell ow-hammer utterin g its familiar note 

for some time this morning in the 11·oods sout h of my barn. 
Apr il 6. A large floc k, perhaps a hund1·cd , Blue Sparrows lit 

on the terrace in front of my ltonse and rnmainccl for sometime, 
busily engaged in picking up seeds. It ,ms a pretty sight. 

August 28. TOlrards sunset a flight of Night II a,rks appeared. 
There must haYc been scYeral hundred of them. The air seemed 
to be full of t hem, as far as they could be distinguished . 'rhey 



8 IOWA STUDIES IN NATURAL HISTORY 

,,·el'e whirlino· in all dil'eetions but the general drift of their flight 
"' 

seemed to take a south weste1·ly conrse and in fif teen or twenty 
minutes they had nea1·l y all disappeared. 

September 4. Saw a Palm , Varbler in my garden this morning. 
P el'haps th e avant. courier of his tl'ibe on the way from their 
hom e in the fa r n orth to the sunny lands of the south. 

October 13. Saw lal'ge numbers of Palm ·warblers and Myrtle 
, Varblers. Both species seem to be unusually abundant this fall 
and they appear to be moving slowly. Song and Chipping Spar­
rows and Bluebirds \Yere also plenty. 

1882 

F ebruary 7. Saw a Yellow-hammer in the oaks by my barn. 
F ebruary 15. Unch snow on the ground in drifts but much 

ba1·e gronnd. D:iy very mild and sprin glike. Heard several 
Robins this morning and saw one in the swamp south of my barn; 
later I heard a Robin in the woods by the south cove of Crystal 
Lake. Saw a flock of hrn or three dozen Ceda r Birds. Jays very 
plenty, especiall y in the swamp cast of the ·w eeks place. Saw 
about a dozen in one tree. Crows very plenty. 'fhis afternoon 
I heard a Bluebird overhead but was unable to see him. 

1\farch 28. Fox Spanows arrived; Robins plenty. Saw six 
Shelclrakes in Cnstal Lake. Thomas Case brought a male ·wood 
Duck to be stuff~d whi ch he shot in the north part of thi s town. 
It \\'as in a small pornl in company with a femal e. In the crop 
I fon ncl a green frog about two inches long. It had been swallowed 
\\·hol e and without manglin g. 

October 30. A fine \\'arm day. Started soon after breakfast 
for Crystal Lake. Found a flock of twenty or more Ruddy Ducks 
and a Red-throated Loon. A Pidgeon suddenly started up in 
front of us in the road and lit on the wall. Slipping a cartridge 
into my gun I quickly secured her. Have not seen a Pidgeon 
before since the 25t h of April, 1879. 

December 14. Saw a very large flock of Redpolls this afternoon 
in S. 0. Bowen 's field south of my house. I think there must have 
been three or four hundred of them. They were very r estless, 
1·ising every few moments to circle around and then settling again 
nea1· the same spot. ·when in the air they formed a cloud and 
\\'hen they lit on the snow they almost literally covered it, so close­
ly did they keep together, and they presented a very singular ap­
pearance as they ran along in close ranks on the snow. 
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1884 

January 23 . Pine Grosbeaks are about daily now and come up 
close to the house. Saw seven this morning before sunrise on the 
ground at the North ·w est comer of my house feeding on the 
maple seeds. Saw a dozen or more this afternoon in vVooclstock. 

1\Iarch 25. Saw th e first \ Vhite-bcllied Swallow this forenoon. 
Day warm an d springlike. 

April 20. A Purple Martin male came and took a look at the 
rn :ntin house but did n ot remain long. 

September 11. A couple of Pidgeons flew over early this morn­
ing, toward the south west. These birds have been very scarce 
of late years . 

October!) _ Took a ,rn lk out to Crystal Lake today. vVind strong 
from the north west. F'ound a flock of about three dozen Black 
Scoters in the lake and I spent a long time watching them through 
a fi eld glnss whil e lying concealed in the g1·oye at this encl of the 
lake. Th ey ,,·ere all males with possibly one exception. They 
kept lmddl ed close together in a flock and did not dive nor show 
any disposition to feed during all the time I observed them. Oc­
casionally they would chase each other in sport but most of the 
time they remained still or swam about in a sort of aimless wa~,, 
taking care to keep well off shore. The wind wns constantl y drift­
ing them to·wards whe1·e I la y conceal ed but when they got within 
twenty-five or thirty rods of where I was, they would take wing 
and fly back into tl1e middle of the lake, an <l \':hen they lit in the 
water gather in a cornpnct flock. 

November 6. 1\Ir. Hanington brought me a Bufflehead which 
he shot in the H ealy mi ll pond today, a male in fine plumage. 

1886 

January 28. This afternoon 1\Ir. Phillips and 1\Ir. -Williams of 
West ,Voodstock call ed at my house bringing with them a live 
Red-necked Grebe which the former caught on the 26th inst. He 
was on hi s way to Southbridge and while riding through a swampy 
piece of ground saw an objec t a little off in the field, hobbling 
al ono· on the oTouncl in \\'h at seemed to him a strange manner and 0 0 

thinking he ,roulcl try to ca tch it started in pursuit . But he 
fonncl it not so easy a task as he had supposed. For the bird using 
its win gs and feet managed to get over the ground at a pretty 
rapid r ate and he thinks he would not have succeeded had not a 
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boy happened along \Yho hc' adcd him of-f and deoYc him back to­
ward ;\Ir. Phillips. E ven th en th e bird in attempting to get by 
him kept darting from one side to the other so nimbly that it ·was 
some time before Mr. Phillips succeeded catching him and then 
only by ch-.i ving him into a corner. 

F ebn1a1-y 14. }Ioming bright and clear; mercury about + 33°. 
,\bout ten o 'cloc: k a pail' oC Bluebirds arriYed and began to ex­
amine the bird house. 

}I"a:v 29. I happened 1o pass by the tree " ·here I took the Barred 
O\\·l 's eggs on th e 7th of ..:\pr.il and out of cmiosity struck the 
tree, \\·hen out fl my a Baned O,d. I concluded to go up and ex­
amin e the nest and fcnmd it to contain t\\·o young O\rls which I 
shou ld judge to be about a ,veek old, a star-nosed mol e, a common 
mol e, and part of a Red Sc1ui1·rel. 

September 21. I r np1 m·ed a Sharp-shinned Ha wk this fore­
noon in th e nm nt tlie sou1h side of Edwa1·d All en's new sheep 
pasture. He ,ms amusi ng himself by t easing some jays and was 
so much engaged that he did not notice me. I watched him for 
sometim e and felt sm·c that he ,ms the aggressor. The jays were 
busil y engaged in feeding an d he would sit and ,rntch till he could 
get sight of one ancl chi1·t nt it like nn a.1-row. I do not think he 
,Yi~hed to catch 1he jn~·s, only to tease them. And the jays seemed 
to haYe th e sa me opinion fo1· th ey did not fly away from the place 
but on ly dodged his aim ,rnd n·11 e,1·ed their feeding. 

1887 

September 27. On Crystal Lake there were t,rn ·white-winged 
ot· Veh·et Seoters, femal es. I stm· ted out in a boat but they rose 
before I got near them, circled ai-ound for a short time and then 
left for parts unknown . 

1888 

October 23. F ound a :fl oc-k of ten Sheldrakes in Crystal Lake 
today. Captmed a Red Phalarope in the cove at the south west 
comm· of the lake, a yonng bird. It ,ms feeding in the water 
which ,ms only an inch 01· t,rn deep, wading ,rhere the water was 
sufficiently shallow and swimming when he could not touch bottom, 
appearing 10 be pi ckin g :flies from the sul'face of the water. It 
,ms quite tame, a llmrin g me to approach ,rithin a short distance 
and sho,Yin g no signs of fear. It is a beautiful bird and the first 
of the kind that I haYe enr seen. 
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1880 

.August G. Fonnd a ',\T ood TJ~rnsh 's nest just completed but 
without any eggs. ·when I first saw .it I supposed as a matter 
of com·se it was an old nest bu t as I at1emptcd to look into it both 
old binls attacked me furiously and on examination the n est 
shO\Yed CYidence of ha Ying just been bui It·. 

August 27. Abont t,yo o'cloc-k this afternoon \\·hen down this 
side of the ol d .All en p lace, on my ,1·ay home from North Ashford, 
a ,rild Pidgeon s1arted out of a bl ack cherry tree by the road­
side. She fl ew on l~- a short di stanee and lit in another tree. I 
t1·i.ed to get sig h1 of her but did not succeed, owing to the density 
of tlie foliage, till sl1e started again and :fl ew of-f towards Mr. 
Bennet 's . I judged from th e plumage th at it was either a f emale 
or a young ma le. I had not seen a Pidgeon before since the 11th 
of September , J 88-!. 

No...-ember ] fl. A coupl e of ·white Snow Buntings have been 
on th e church common today. ::Hrs. Jones saw them about nine 
o 'c lock this mo1·11ing in the road below the old Dorset house and 
at noon on th e c-ommon n ea1· the church. A while afterward I 
found them farther dmn1 the comm on near the road and followed 
them around for sometime. They ,rcre quite tame, and would 
allow a near appl'oach. One was much smaller than the other. 
Th e sm::ill cs t indeed that I en.'1· saw nnd ,·cry brown. The larger 
one did 11 0 1" show nead y as much ,rhi.tc as they usually do in the 
w.inte1·. I en nn ot nndel'stai1d ,1·ltat l)l'ought them here at this 
sea son as ,re ha,·e not had any nry cold weather yet and no snow. 

1890 
F ebruary 23. :Hrs. Jones sa \\· three EYening Grosbeaks this 

morning, t,rn males and a f emale in the walk in front of the house 
and heard a Bluebird this af ternoon. 

March l.J.. :\I. F. Latham saw a pair of '.Vood Ducks and some 
Sheldrakes in his upper mill 1iond today. 

.April 1-1- . \Vent out to C1·ystal Lake this forenoon . Saw several 
Palm '.Vm·lJl ers hy the sou th west coYe. Found a Loon in the lake 
hut could not get ,1 itltin reach of him. J\ bout noon as I sat watch­
ing- him, I hean1 the honk of \\'ild geese and looking up I saw a 
flock coming from the ,rest. As they reached th e lake they set 
their \\'.ings and began to settle rapidly. It was a beautiful sight 
as they came do,rn, t,Yenty four of them, into the water. They 
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chose the middle of the lake and remained there so that all I could 
do was to watch them through my field glass. They seemed weary 
and for a while sat very quietly on the water. Now one would 
taste the water, another -would rise np and flap his wings, but 
finally they settled down with their bills under their wings and 
apparently went to sleep and all ,ms quiet for about half an hour. 
Then one began to stir and another followed his example till they 
were all moving about. Some took a bath and it was interesting 
to watch the performance. They would throw down their heads 
into the water and turn a half somersault onto their backs, flapping 
their wings vigorously and raising a shower of spray, and then 
rolling over sideways would come 1·ight side up again. They were 
very peaceable and ,vhcn collected clo,:e together, as they fre­
quently wer e, showed no disposition to quarrel. At other times 
they would spread out in a long line in the "·atcr. I watched them 
till about four o'clock from behind the bushes this side of Blwbee 's 
cove and then came down around the south east cove and i::, went 
up across the pasture tO\rnrds the old picnic ground. As soon as 
they saw me they bcgnn to show symptoms of fear and soon one 
of them gave a loud " honk" which was followed by others. In 
about a minute it was sounded again, louder than before, and 
suddenl y tl1 ere was a flapping of wings, and they were in the air 
heading northward at the star t. 

A p1·il 1G. 'l'hi~, afternoon Gilbert Burnham brought me two 
male Evening Gn,sheaks which he had just shot in a maple tree 
by lVIr. Johnson 's house. He said there were about a dozen in 
the flock, mal es and femnlm:. 

April 16. l\Ir. Gilbert Burnham shot a female Evening Gros­
beak and brought it to me this forenoon. It was in a flock, doubt­
less the same one that he saw yesterday. Ile told me that most 
of the birds were the bright yellow ones, males. 

April 19. I shot a female Evening Grosbeak this morning in 
the appletrec in front of my house. There were five or six of them 
in all, mostly females. They were very tame and unsuspicious, 
their motions slow and sedate . 

l\fay 22. Took up the nest today containing three eggs and 
capturnd 1 he hawk, fomalc. Found her to be the Broad-winged 
Hawk. Thus I found that th e nest contained one co·O' on the 14th Ob · , 

two on the 17th, and three on the 22nd, though I cannot tell how 
many days intcn·ened between the laying of each two. I am very 
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glad to get these eggs as they arc the only ones that I have ever 
secured with the parent bird. They are rare breeders in this 
section. 

November 3. Captured a Great Crested Flycatcher this morn­
ing at the south ,vest corner of my lot. I found him in the bushes 
but could not determine what it was till I picked it up. The moult 
had only partly taken place, about half the tail feathers were 
wanting and several long pin feathers ,rnrc growing out to take 
their place. 

December 31. l\Ir. Sherma n E. Pain of W estford (Ashford) 
brought me a young Bl ack-throated Loon today that he captured 
in the following manner. He was coming from Southbridge, lVIass., 
and when about a dozen rods north of the State line, he saw some­
thing ahead of him in the road, directly in the wheel track, which 
he could not quite make out. But when he got nearer he saw that 
it was some kind of a bird and as it did not attempt to fly he 
thought he would see if he could catch it. So getting out of his 
waggon he went along and picked it up, the bird making no effort 
to escape. The road was covered with ice but there was no snow 
on the ground. vVhen he reached l\fr. Old's store in North Ash­
ford he carried the bird in and put it in the scales to see how 
much it :veighed,_ (four pounds and nine ounces), the bird during 
all the time makmg no attempt to escape. On reaching home he 
put it in a tub of water in a back room and put some minnows 
in the water. During the night the bird got out of the water but 
did not touch any of the fish. l\Ir. Pain kept the bird two days 
but could not persuade it to eat anything and then took it out 
doors to give it its liberty. He tossed it into the air but instead 
of flying it dropped heavily to the ground. Not knowing what 
else to _do with it he left it in the shed, where the bird finally died. 
There rs some trouble with one of its eyes and I think it has been 
shot and wounded so that it could not see with it, so that it has 
been wandering in an uncertain flight for a long distance. It 
is a rare bird and I am glad to get it as I shall probably never 
get another. It is a good wind up ornithologically for the year 
1890. 

1891 
August 11. '\Vent with Fred Sumner to Crystal Lake to fish. 

Toward noon while we were near the south shore in Bugbee's cove, 
and happened to be both facing that way, we suddenly heard be-
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hind us a strange cry and looking back we saw a bird cominf! 
towa l'd u s which I at first took 1 o be a tern. It came within a 
gunshot and wheeling about started back tO\rnrd Mr. Kenyon 's 
pasture. I very soon dec ided that it must be a Bonaparte's Gull. 
It flew about in an ern1hc manner for a short tim e and then 
set tled on the ,rnter. I 1·egretted that I did 11ot have my gun 
with me and looked at it wishfully for some time expecting every 
minute to sec it fl:·· But it r emained so long that I began to 
think there ,ras a possibil it y of gettin g it. So I ro\\"ed ashore and 
started up to :\Ir. Jon es' house for a gun. ·when I got back lo 
the boat , sorne,rhat to m_v snrp1·isc I found the bird 1rns still there, 
well over to Kenyon's shor e. So Fred took th e oars while I took 
a seat in the b0\1· of the boa t. As ,re dl'ew sommYhat near the bird 
began to grow un easy bnt instead of flying he kep t turning in 
one direction and another, uncertain \\·hat to do, till finally I came 
within r each and fired. It pro,·ed to be as I thought, a Bonaparte's 
Gull , a male of th e year , and could not be over eight weeks old. 

September 28. ·w cnt out to Crystal Lake thi s forenoon and 
found a male SurI Duck, or Seater , but ,rell out from the shore. 

1892 
April 27. :\Ir. John "\V. J ones told me tonight that he saw two 

White-headed Eagles at one ti. me today out by Cr:·sta l Lake. Both 
had white heads and tails. 

December 2. "\Vent to Putnam this morning with l\Ir. Cushman. 
When going over the high land in ·woodstock, a female Chewink 
suddenly started np by the roadside and lit in a low bush partially 
loaded with sno"·· 

1893 
April 17. This morning \\·c found a male :\Iar tin sitting on the 

martin house, where he r emain ed fOl' as much as an hour, appar­
ently exhausted and seemin glr cold. He had evidently made a 
lon g flight and I fear had come too far for his comfort. 

1\Iay 9. The new ani,·als toda:,· arc Oriole, Tanager and l\Iary­
land Yellow throat. Also an Orchard Oriole, the first and only 
one I haYe eyei· seen here . 

1\Iay 14. H eard a Cuckoo this forenoon in )Ir. Reynold 's orchard 
and saw two \Yhile on my way to Ashford, also a Yellow ,~rarbler 
and a Chestnut-sided "\\Tar blcr; and when I came back there was 
a couple of Yellow 'i\Tarblcrs by the bridge this side of 1\Ir. Spaul­
ding 's. I think a pair of Kingfishers are nesting in the bank this 
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side of 1\Ir. Stewart 's . Ila Ye heard seYeral Bobolinks, and a couple 
of 'Wrens were sin ging this forenoon out to the south of my house. 
The different species of birds arc becoming plenty now, so that 
something is in sight most of the time as one ti·a vels along the road. 
I was much interested toward ni ght , while feeding the chickens, 
in seeing a humrni11 g bi1·d come to the bcelri rn in the shed, evidently 
drawn by the scent of the honey. She flew close 111) to the build­
ing and searched Yery earnestly to find the hone~'- Then she lit 
on the grapeYin e, but soon returned and r ene,1·ed the search, flying 
close to the entrance, and hanging 0 11 the 11·ing tried to discover 
where the s1reets ,rcrc, but finall y she gaYC it up and turning 
darted like a flash out of sight. 

Jun e 13. I started this morning for the Harrington place wher e 
I saw the Marsh Hawk last Thursday. Found the meadow a very 
difficult place to travel through, being :full of shaky bogs on which 
it was difficult to stand, while the numerous little ditches, con­
cealed by the tall grass and bushes, into which I was liable to 
step at any time, made walking very uncertain. I tramped about 
for sometime without success. Finally my attention was arrested 
by the note of a small bird in the bushes. It was an unfamiliar 
one but I soon began to suspect that its author might be a Marsh 
Wren. For a long time I was unable to get even a glimpse of it. 
Occasionally I could sec a t\Yig mo,·e and finally the bird flew a 
short distance to another clump of 1 recs. .A -fter looking for some 
time I caught a glimpse of it and fired but missed. In another 
direction I had heard notes differing from the others but given 
in such concert as led me to conclude that they were opposite sexes 
of the same species. After maneuvering and searching a long 
time I got sight of the bird and fired. Hurrying to the spot I 
found the bird floating on the water under the bushes and it proved 
to be a 1\Iarsh Wl'en, ,rhich I find on examination to be the short 
billed species; the first I ha Ye CYer seen. I conld hear nothing 
more of tlic other one and resumed my search for the hawk's nest. 
Traversed the meadow back and forth and finally was just giving 
it up when suddenly up rose the ha"·k within fiyc feet of me. She 
flew a short distance and wheeling made a :furious dash at me but 
rose in time to avoid hitting me. This she continued to do for 
sometime when I brought her down. The nest contained four eggs 
and I supposed the laying was not completed. But I find on trial 
that the young were nearly r eady to hatch. I believe this is the 



1G IOWA STUDIES IN NATURAL HISTORY 

small est laying I have ever fo und. The nest was on the ground, 
"·as of considerable bulk, composed in part of small sticks, but 
mainly of coarse grass and pretty well hollowed. It was in a 
little circul ar opening about thirty inches across among bushes 
about two fee t high. 

August 15. Andrew J . Trowbridge sent me today a male Hud­
sonian Curlew, alive, which was taken yesterday. H e was going 
across the pasture, cast of the house where Mr. Bent formerly 
lived, when he saw the bird standing not far off and thought it 
strange that it did not fly. So he told a boy who was with him 
to go and start it up, and then he discovered that the bird had 
a lame wing so that it could not fly more than three or four rods 
in a sidelong way, and they caught it. I found four or five sacs 
nearly or qui te a fourth of an inch in diameter, commencing just 
below the carpal joint and extending along the pinion on the under 
side. These extended in a line along the pinion and were filled 
with a watery fluid . Around the carpal joint and for some dis­
tance along the fo rearm there was quite a quantity of the fluid 
secreted. I could find no indication of any wound having been 
made. 'l'he bird was evidently in much pain and died in two or 
three hours after I received it. 

October 2nd. I started up a Short-billed Marsh vVren this 
afternoon. 

October 9. I found a Reel-throated Loon in Crystal Lake this 
morning. 

October 17. At Guilford Point, Conn. Accompanied Mr. Reuben 
E . Hill, with whom we stopped, ,\·hen he went to take up his lob­
ster traps off the mouth of East river. After attending to them, 
we moved in towards the Madison shore where a number of Scoters 
were feeding and I captured a couple of them. In the afternoon 
we went about two miles to the west where \Ve landed on a rock 
and put out decoys. l\Ir. Hill soon went up the White bay while 
I r emained. Soon some Herring Gulls came along and I shot one 
of them and af terwards two Scoters. They drifted off with the 
tide and a couple of young fellows picked up the gull and one of 
the ducks. 

October 18. W ent to Sachem 's Head this morning and lined 
off for ducks. Only brought down four birds. The birds were 
all Surf Ducks and White-winged Scoters. A little flock of some 
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half dozen Bonaparte's Gulls ca me along and three of them fell 
before they could get out of the wa r. 

1894 

October 4. A youn g '\Vhiteheadecl E agle was shot this mor ning 
about n mil e west of the Yi1l agc and bronght to me by Lewis '\\Tiggin. 
She measured as follo\l"S : 36-8-l:-2-h- l-:1:%; weight 7 pounds. I can­
not determine her agr, hut feel certain that it is not a bi rd of 
this yea r ; shonlcl think she ,night he three or fo ur years old. 

October 9. .l\lrs. J ones and I went to Sachem 's H ead today in 
a row boat . Mr. Hill shot a Doubl e-crested Cormorant and l\Ir. 
Stc,-ens a Red-throa ted Loon whi ch they ga \·e to me. 

October 19. '\Vhcn I r eached !tome Satmclav evenino· I found J 0 

on the doorstep a Least Tern which °'.\Ir. John J ones left here th at 
clay . H e called to see me l\fonclay enning and told me that he 
saw th e bird fl y in g about oyer Crys1 al Lake towards night on 
\ \ 7cdnesday, the 10th inst. , th e day of the heavy south east gale. 
The next mornin g he \\·cnt down to his boat landing and saw the 
bird sitting on a rock by the shore and shot it. It is in what I 
consider the young plumage. Doubtless it was caught by the storm 
and driven inland. 

October 25. Thi s afternoon in South Durfield, l\fass., I saw an 
Eagle, doubtless the young of H alia cins lencoceplial11s. I was 
about half a mile west of the Yill age and li e was nearly overhead, 
moving in a southerly direction. 

November 23. '\Vhi le comin g up through H en ry Trowbridge 's 
pastnre this aft ernoon, I sa,v t\ro flocks of geese coming toward 
me ; one contained about twenty birds and the other thirteen. A 
strong wind was blowing from the southwest, (with strong in­
dications of rain ), and th ey were beating direct ly against it. I 
never saw geese labor ing harder than tl1 ey did and th eir progress 
was Yery slow. It ,ms impossible for them to keep in line and 
sometimes they would be huddled in a bunch, then ,videly spread 
out. ·while I was watch ing their mo,-ements two of them left the 
la rge r flock and mO\·ccl ac ross to join the smaller which was nearly 
abreast. They had probabl y all been in one flock but were broken 
up by the heavy " ·incl . 

1895 

F ebruar y 23. I saw a flock of White Snow Buntings fly over 
the house about noon, going to the west. There were some thirty 
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or fort y of them in a widely scattered flock. The first I have seen 

for several years. 
Mar ch 3. I saw a flock of perhaps fift y vVhite Snow Buntings 

thi s noon in Ashford. About two inches of snow fell yesterday 
and only t he corn stubs and weed stalks wer e to be seen. 

A pril 7. Started fo r Ashford a little before 12 o 'clock. In 
S. 0. Bmren 's field just so uth of his lane I started up a Mourning 
Dove. This makes me hope that they arc going to visit us again 
this year. 

1\Iay 31. \Vent out this forenoon to see if I could locate the 
Canada \Varblcr 's nest. \V cut to a spot which I fixed upon yes­
terday and sa t clmn1. Had not been there more than two minutes 
when the male am1car cd, followed closely by the female. She 
dropped down to the ground not more than fi\·e or six yards from 
me and of course ,Yas ont of sight owing to the bushes between 
us. In a short ti.me she ;1ppeared again and started off for more 
material. I remained in th e same place while she went to the nest 
three times and thou ght I knew within two or three feet where 
the nest was, and sta1t cd to go on beyond, but after going two or 
three rods I decided to ,_.atch her from another standpoint and 
the first time that she r eturned I found the nest was not ,vhcre 
I had supposed . I f01md that she would li ght on the ground, per­
haps two yards away and run to the nest . A large H emlock was 
growin g close by that leaned over at an angle of about 30°. I 
climbed up into th at and from ther e could look down and see all 
the ground. Pretty soon she r eturned again and I saw her go 
directly into her nest. 

Jun~ 8. Took u p the nest of Canada \V arbler, containing five 
eggs, fresh. A small dead hemlock was standing in a small open 
space, on flat ground, th e su rfare appearing dry, but so wet be­
n eath that my shoes became quite soaked while taking up the nest. 
Up against and p artly around this tree gr ew a bunch of green 
moss about as lar ge as a man 's head and up through this some 
narrow bladed light green grass grew and bent down over it. Into 
the side of th e moss the bird had worked a hole in which she built 
the nest. Th e bottom of the nest was on a level with the surface 
of the ground. A rain which would have flooded the top of the 
ground must have soaked the nest through and surrounded the 
eggs. The nest itself was a rnthcr frail affair, composed of fine 

grass. 
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Jul y 27. A man wh o is mowing the old Buss field came to me 
sayin g there was a strange bi.rd out there which he thought I 
mi ght like to ~ct. F rom his desc1·iption I fe lt satisfied it was a 
Night H awk. So I ,Yent ont to see and found it was even so. She 
was sitting on the ground wher e they had just mowed the light 
grass and as I approac heel her she flew a fe w feet and settled 
down again. The man then showed me some egg shells on a bare 
flat rock on a lcn·l with tli c ground, which were those of the Night 
H awk. .And on looking more carefull y I discoYered two young 
birds, which were e,-i (.lcntl y bnt a few days out of the shell. They 
lay down flat on th e rock and were so near ly like it in color that 
the man did not n otice th em till I pointed them out to him. 

August 1st . Just in 1 hi s vicinity during the season now passing 
some species have been very plenty, as the Robin, Song and Chip­
ping sparr ows, 'l'anagers, Ori.oles, Red-eyed Vireos, Cedar Birds, 
Goldfinches and Red-win ged Blackbirds. Bobolinks have been 
moderately common. Kin gbirds and Least Flycatchers have also 
been quite plent y . But I31ue-yellowbacks, Redstarts, Wood 
P ewees, and Indigo Bir ds seem to have become very scarce for 
a few years past and this year has been no exception. Bay-winged 
sparrows and Cow Bl ackbirds have been scarce this year. Field 
Sparrows in about the usual numbers. Bluebirds seem to have 
been nearl y exterminated by the cold weather last winter . 

August 8. Tunis Latham brought me a Little Grebe, Podilymbus 
podice ps, this morning th a t he shot yesterda y i.n Phoenixvill e. It 
is in the adult pluma ge with r inged bill and black throat patch. 

December 16. Toda y l\I. F. Latham gave me a Guillemot which 
I think must be th e Brunnich 's 1\Iurre. from its having the second­
aries tipped with white. H e found it December 14 frozen dead 
in the ice in his upper mill pond. The ice was about six inches 
thick. On the Saturda~- before, December 7, 1\fr. Lath am was up 
there and the pond was then open but he thinks it froze over very 
soon aft erward. Consequ ently th e bi.rd must lta\'e been ther e 
nearly a \vcck. It sa t in the ice in a perfectl y natural position, 
as it would sit in th e water , and was e\·iclcntly frozen in during 
the night while asleep . The bir d seems to be perfectly sound in 
every ,ra y and I cannot imagine wh a1" should have led it so far 
out of its way. During last week we had a severe northeast gale 
but the bird must have been her e before the gale struck us. 
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December 30. This afternoon I started up a couple of Meadow 
Larks in S. 0 . Bowen's field, cast of his barn. 

December 31. This forenoon I again started up the larks in 
the same field where I found them yesterday. It is an unusual 
thin"' to sec these birds here in mid-winter but there is no snow 
on the ground and no frost in it, while the streams and ponds 
are all free from ice. December has been an unusually mild month, 
having much the appearance of spring. 

1896 

January 25. This morning before breakfast, hearing the note 
of a Pinc Grosbeak, I went out to look for the bird and soon found 
two of them in the maple tree at the north end of the house. They 
flew into the oaks, where they remained for a few minutes and 
then left for parts unknown. This afternoon a flock of nearly 
a dozen came into the oak nearest to the house and soon flew down 
into the spruces where they fed for some time on the buds. I 
examined them carefully and found that they were all in the brown 
or drab plumage. Not one slwwcd any trace of red. I had begun 
to give up all hope of seeing any of these birds this winter; it is 
o·etting so late in the season. 
"' J an~ary 26 . "\Vhilc looking out of my study window, I saw 
a small flock of Pinc Grosbeaks coming up through the orchard. 
This was followed by another and another in quick succession, till 
the air seemed full of them. There must have been from 75 to 
100 in all. A part of them apparently went right along to the 
west, while a part lit in the oaks and the spruces where they busied 
themselves feeding on the buds. I noticed one in brilliant red 
plumage. 

January 31. Pine Grosbeaks ha Ye been around every day dur-
ing the week. 

,February 13. It began to snow early this morning and con­
tinued till about noon and finally changed to rain. A flock of 
thirty or more Pine Grosbeaks were in the orchard in the fore­
noon. 

March 22. I saw a flock of a dozen or fifteen Pinc Grosbeaks. 
l\Iay 4. H eard an Oriole this morning. This forenoon I found 

an old dried wing of the Ruffed Grouse within three rods of the 
old chestnut tree in which the Barred Owls nest over in Egypt. 
I am satisfied that these owls take the grouse whenever they can. 
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August 26. I found several families of Chickadees and Nuthat-
ches still feeding their young. • 

September 3. Saw a n es t containing four young birds. At first 
I did not recognize them but on looking more carefully I saw that 
they were Cedar Birds. They were so large that they more than 
filled the nest and will doubtless leave it in two or three days. 

November 11. l\Ir. Olds of North Ashford sent me a Goshawk 
that was shot this morning. It is a male in the young plmnage. 
This is the fourth one of this species that I have received in twelve 
days. 

1897 

March 18. l\Ir. Platt shot a Red Crossbill male today in one 
of the spruce trees by his house. 

June 2. I went out thi s forenoon to look for warblers but with­
out success. I think they must have all passed by, but when they 
went I cannot imagine as I looked for them carefully all through 
May. I have seen but two Palm ·warblers and about half a dozen 
Myrtle Warblers this spring. Neither can I find any Redstarts 
or Parula Vv arblers. These two latt er species seem to have become 
about extinct about here, where I used to find them plenty. In­
digo Birds arc also scarce as compared with a few years ago. 

September 15. I took a look this afternoon at the Cedar Bird's 
nest in Mrs. Gray's orchard. I did not get up into the appletree 
but standing on the ground I could sec the head of a young bird 
in the nest and saw another young bird sitting in another tree 
near by. 

October 3. Great numbers of l\Iyrtlc \Varblc1·s were around 
my house this morning and again about noon. 

November 12. JI.I. F. Lath am brought me a Sawwhct Owl that 
Oliver had shot, also a Golden Crowned Kin glet. 

1898 

January 24. This afternoon Dr. Low sent me a female Goshawk 
in the intermediate plumage. This is the eighth one that I have 
received this season. 

February 24. A Bluebird appeared again this morning. The 
day has been springlike, and tltc snow drifts have settled consider­
ably. l\Ir. John Jones t olls me that he saw three \Vhite Snow 
Buntings and shot two Purple Finches on the 21st. 

April 2. Wm. Smith shot a Long-eared Owl this afternoon as 
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she flew from her n est , which contained fisc eggs just on the point 
of hatching. The nest was in a hemlock tree in Hastings "Warren 's 
swamp close by the road lea ding to Phoenixville. 

September 13. Today Mr. J . \\T. Jones sent me a Ruddy Duck 
tha t he shot in Crystal Lake yesterdny afternoon. 

December 16. :i\Ir. John Patterson of vVilliamsville, Conn ., sent 
me a Kitfovake Gull, that ,vas found dead at Alexander's Lake. 
It is an adult mal e in perfect plumage except that one of the tail 
feathers is about half grown and I think one other missing. This 
bird was evidently driYcn inland by tl1 c great ga le of NoYembcr 
27th and perished by L'xlrnustion and. stnn-ation. 

1899 
February 2G. One of Eli sha Sherman 's boys left a l\Iottled 

Owl here this mornin g that he fom1d d.cad. 'l'h c cold weather 
and deep snows h tl\"C made it wry difficult for these birds to find 
food. Dr. Low sent me one ali\·c that he canglit in his barn. It 
was very emaciated and di ed in a short tim e. "\Ym. Hai-rington 
brought me one that got into his henhousc an d the hens killed it. 
That was also very thin and the sa me was true of this last one. 
If the destruction has been general, I fem· there arc not many left. 

l\Iay 11. This afternoon Eber Huntington brought me a Golden­
winged "\Varbl er , (1-l elmintl1oplwga cl11·vso1Jtcra ), which he had 
just shot. It is a male in fin e plmnage. 

June 27. I started this morning for 1Ir. vV. H. Lamphear 's 
in Ashford, having heard that a Bittern was nesting near his 
house. On r eaching th ere I found th at th e nest was in a small 
swalc not more than 15 rods from his house. The hay-makers when 
mowing had left a small bunch of standing gra ss around the nest 
which protected it and the sitting bird from view. l\Ir. Horace 
Gaylord ,vho ga, ·e me the' informat ion about the nest went with 
me, also 1\Ir. Lamphea r. 'IYhen we reached the nest, the bird in­
stead of flying off began to hiss and c1·oak and snap her bill 
furiousl y, bristling up in a threatenin g attitucle. I 1·eached down 
to catch her, when sl1 e gave a vicious thrust with her bill, striking 
one of my fingers and immediately rose and flew away. \Vish ing 
to get the bird \VP ,rent to :;\Ir. Lamph ea r 's l1ouse and after wait­
ing a suitable time ,1 Pnt back again. I took a bushel basket with 
me to throw O\·er her . She ,ms on the nest and made the same 
demonstrations as before; but when I turned th e basket over her 
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she was too quick for me and sliprcd out under the edge of it. 
Knowing that it was useless to try the experiment again I was 
obliged to content myself ·with the nest and eggs. 'l'he former 
is a very slight and rude affair, consisting of only a small quan­
tity of coarse grass, evidently gathered near the nest and arranged 
without any arti sti c skill. The eggs were only three in number 
and all proved to be addled. What surprised me was that a bird 
so instinctively wild sl1ould haYe chosen a nesting site so near 
to human habitations, as there was another house but little farther 
away than :;\Ir. Lamphear's. 'l'o th e south and not far off began 
a swamp which extended a long distance a way, just the place 
which one would suppose such a bird would select for nesting. 
But it all shows that birds have their peculia1·ities. 

July 5. Eber D . Huntington has just shown me a couple of 
young Sparrow Hawks which he has had alive for a week or 
two. H e found the nest in a caYity in a large chestnut tree in 
H . Bosworth 's pasture and shot one of the old birds. H e found 
only these two young, but the cavity ,ms large and difficult to 
reach, so that possibly others were left in the nest. This is the 
first instance I have eyer known of these birds nesting in this 
region. In the same tree and about ten feet higher up was the 
nest of a Yellow-"\Vingccl ·w oodpccker. 

October 21. This afternoon l\frs. Liberty Morse brought a 
Pileated Woodpecker that was taken yest erday in the north part 
of this town or in Union. She told me that about two years ago 
another was taken in the same place. I intend to make further 
inquiries about them for I had not supposed that they were ever 
found here. 

November 7. Down near the outlet I saw a flight of Chickadees 
up in th e tops of some trees and while watching their movements, 
I noticed some other small birds feeding in the tops of some tall 
hemlocks and soon concluded from their motions that they were 
Pine Linnets. I succeeded in capturing two of them which proved 
to be adult birds; there were some ten or twelve in all. 

November 8. Went ont to Crystal Lake today. Down at the 
lower end of the lake I found in the hemlocks a large number of 
Pinc Finches feeding in the same trees as yesterday. I should 
think there were from fifty to seventy-five of them. I captured 
a number of them but found that nearly all of them were young 
birds. 
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NO\·embcr 9. }[r. Chandler , who lives up towards \Vest ·wood­
st ock, sen t me a Pileat cd Vv oodpccker that he shot yesterday some­
where in North .Ashford . It is a new thing to have these birds 
in this part of the count1·y. This is a male bird and apparently 
an adult. 

NO\·ember 13. ·while on my way to Phoenixville just aft er noon, 
I found a flock oi' t wo or three dozen Pine Finches just below the 
cross roads. They " ·e1·e in the bushes close by the path of the 
road and the fence; \ H'l'C yery tame and allowed me to approach 
\\'ithin a rnd or so of them. 

November 24. This afternoon Maro Lewis' daughter brought 
me a Common Guillemot ,rhich was found on vVedncsday, the 22nd, 
alive in the road but unable to fly, and this evening when I went 
into the post office, H enry Braman was there with another which 
he had shot today in the new dam pond. I do not know how to 
account for this unusua l occurrence. vVe have not had any storm 
to drive these birds inland. 

December 1. About 10 :30 I started for Crystal Lake, crossed 
th e month of the co,·e on dry land- the water in the lake is very 
low- and proceeded alon g near the shore towards the old Edward 
Allen boat landin g·. Had not gone far in Billy Green's lot when 
I saw some ten or a dozen birds in a couple of Chestnut trees. At 
first I could not determine what they wer e, so I walked along care­
fully till I ca me near the trees when with the aid of my glass I 
found they were vVhi te-wingcd Crossbills. They were high up 
and considerably scattered and at the same time quite restless. 
vVith my little collecting gun the prospect did not seem very good 
for securing any. At length I saw one, a bright r ed bird, lower 
Jown than the other and just then another brown bird lit near 
him. So I took aim and fired ; he did not drop. But while I stood 
looking up I saw one pitching down at an angle of fifty or sixty 
degrees to the ground. After a long search among the brush I 
succeeded in finding it, a female, the one near the male. A shot 
had struck it just in front of the eye and caused it to "tower". 
The others disa ppeared so that I could not get any more. 

December 28. This afternoon Eber Huntington brought me 
a Red Crossbill which he had just shot in one of the spruces by 
Stephen Case's house. There was a flock of them there and he 
killed two, but one of them lodged in the tree. This bird is an 
adult male. Eber tells me that he has seen several flocks of them 
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in the vi ll age and I am in hopes to supply my wants yet this 
~~CT. • 

December 30. This afte1110011 nl. :B~. Latham brought me a 
couple of Whitc-,vingcd Crossbills which Oliver had just shot. 
They ai·e a male and female. There wci-e four together at the 
time. These birds appea r to be of a very erratic disposition, so 
that ther e is no knowing \\·hen 01· where to look for them. 

1900 

J anuary 9. ·when coming from th e post office about 10 o'clock 
this forenoon, I found a number of Crnssbills in one of the spruces 
by Stephen Case's and so far as I could sec they were the White­
winged species. Soon after r eaching home I took my little collect­
ing gun and went down to the Grove cemetery. Found Tree 
sparrows and Chickadees in l\Irs. Gray 's pasture opposite the 
cemetery. I looked the spruce trees over pretty carefully with­
out seein g an y Crossbills and was about giving it up when I 
happened to sec one move in the top of the southernmost tree and 
a car cfu l search re,·ealed se,·era l more. "\Vhen quietly feeding 
on the buds it is not easy to distingui sh them. I secured several 
of them; adult males and females and young. 

January 11. Clear and cold. Started about the middle of the 
forenoon for Sherman's pasture. Just back of the hemlocks on 
top of the cliffs in some tall birches I found a large flock of Pine 
Finches feeding. I heard th eir twittering sometime before I 
found them. The note of a singl e bird would not produce much 
of an effect, but a hundred or more voices, joined in concert and 
at a little distance, produced a very musical sound. Occasionally 
they would da1-t away as if by a prcconcertcd signal and after 
performing a series of evolutions on the wing would finall y re­
turn again to the tree from which they started and begin their 
meal again, standing or hanging in all positions, heads down­
ward as freq uently as otherwise. 

January 23. This moming Eber Huntington brought up a 
pair of "\,\Thitc-win gcd Crossbills which he h ad just shot in the 
spruces by l\Ir. King 's. H e said there were more of them, so I 
took my littl e co llecting gun and ,rent dowll, but they had flown. 
"\Ve then went down to the Grove cemetery hoping to find them 
there, but found only two of the Red species which we secured. 
1,Vben I came up under the oaks I saw a female Pine Grosbeak 
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on the ground b;\· my wide gate. Aft er dinner Bber brought me 
two mo1·e \Vhite-winged Crossbills, females, :md he told me that 
he had sern a Red-bell ied Xnthalch. 

F ehruar.\· 7. l\L F. Latham brought me four V•lhite-winged 
C1·ossbi l Is this aftemoon. 

l~cbruary 16. When go ing dmrn through S. 0. Bowen 's :field 
this afternoon on m y \my to 1he libra1-y, I saw eight Pine Gros­
beaks . 

F'elmrnq 20. B . D. Huntin gton and ;1I. F. Latham h a-.;e both 
told me thi s e\'!:11ing tl1a t thcr haw seen \Vh ite-,ringed Crossbills 
today. 

l~ebrrnny 22. \Vent to the Axe F ac tory 1his morning to visit 
the school. On my ,1·a)· home in the afternoon I found about a 
dozen \Vhite-,1 ingcd Crossbill s near Mrs. Ste,·cns' house. They 
were bnsil y fee ding on the gronnd close by th e road and so en­
gaged th at th ey appeared to take no notice of me as I stood watch­
in g them and so me of th em came within th ree yards of me. There 
was on ly on e 1·cd one among them, the others being either females 
or yonng males. 

l\Iarch G. M. F . Latham told me this afternoon 1hat a f ew (four 
or five ) Whitc-,1·in ged Crossbill s 1\'l' r c around his house yesterday. 

March H . Thi s mornin g ,1hil e nt ,rnrk at t he back door, I 
lrnppened to look up townrd the oaks and the1·e sat five or six 
sma ll bi n ls, and looking a1·ound I discovered two or three more 
in the top of the spi ·ucc n earest th e barn. \Valking carefully 
neal'cr I found them to be, as I at first suspected, \Vhite-winged 
Crossbills. 

l\Iarch 2-1:. Eber Huntington told me that thel'e was a large 
flock of Whitc-\\'in gcd Crossbill s in the spruces by Stephen Case's 
this morning. 

April 9. Eber 1Iun1ington tell s me that he saw two Crossbills 
today in th e spruce tree by Mr. Curley 's an d heard several others. 
'l'he ,1·cath er must surel_\- be cold enough to sati sfy them but it 
seems s1Tange that they should 1·emain here so late in the season. 

l\fay 19. In l\Ir. Dickinson 's little field a J [eadow Lark fl.cw up 
some three or foul' 1·ods ahead of me and looking where she rose 
I fo und a nest containing six eggs. I had no idea that they nest 
so ea rl y, as th e~· a rc grnernlly fou nd nest ing in haying time. 

August 4. Toda)· Ebel' Huntington accompanied by several 
other men \l'ent to Crystal Lake, and succeeded in capturing the 

FJELD NOTES ON CONNECTICUT BIRD S 27 

loon which has been there a ll snmmel'. It }Jl'OYcd to be the R ed. 
throated Loon, fe m a le. 

Octobe1· 12. 1',Totmd Cn·stal Lake I found a few Chewinks and 
one Broll'n Thrush. Th e1·c mis a fl ock of about forty Sur f Scoters 
in the lake, eit J1cr fc mnlcs 01· .,·oimg males. After a long time I 
succeedeLl in cnpt nl'ing on e, a female. The stoma ch ,ms filled 
,1·ith seeds . 

]!)01 

J anunr~- 8. Whil e looking for Bluebirds, I d iscovered some 
Myrtle \Vai·b ll•1·s in th e t1·ecs along the roadside and soon found 
th at th ere \1·as quite a flock of them; fift een or t,renty I should 
j udgc. Ther ,1·c1·c qnite n 's! less nnd kept constantl y moving this 
\\'a y down th e road till th ey n 11 di sa11pea red. 

r\ p1·il 11. 'rhis mornin g D1·. Lo1\'e brongl1t me a female Golden­
eye Duck but I had 110 tim e to make inquiries about the p lace of 
its captme. This e\·cni ng ;1(r. K cack of Nortl1 1\. shford brought 
a Pied-billed Grebe that he shot last Monday, 15th, in the pond 
up to,rnl'Cls t ·ni on. 

April 18. Afte1· ski1rning t he Grebe, above mentioned, I found 
it ·was a fe male \Yith th e ovaries much enlarged ; one of them be­
in g half an ineh in diametel'. 

April 22 . \Vent lo C1·ystal Lake 1oday and found about twenty 
geese and a Grea t Xorth ern Loon in the lake, but they were so 
far ottt that it ,ms impossible to get a shot at th em. Dr. Lowe 
brought me a fema le Surf Duck 1 hat he shot this morning in Mr. 
Hiscock \ ; mill pond and I fincl tlia t it ha s some whiti sh feathers 
on th e nape fol'm ing an obscure spot wher e the white patch occurs 
in the male. 

l\Ia.v 7. Black and White \Val'blcl'S arrived . H ave seen several 
about th e premi ses ; also sa w a Blaek-throated Green ·w arbler and 
a P a lm W atble1·. Captm·ell a Blue-\\'inged Yellow \Varbler in 
th e edge of Mr. Kci1h 's s\\·amp close by my fence, the first I have 
ever seen . .Al so captured a Tra ill 's Fl ycatcher in the willows in 
the south \\'est earner of m)· lot and a frma le Ruby Crowned 
Kinglet in the BalJ\1·in npple ti ·ee back of th e house. Th ese are 
all n ew ani rn ls. 

J ul .,- 3. I thin k the thnnde1· stOl'm (o r cyclone) yesterday after­
noon must ki\·c JWOYcd ve1·r destructi ve t o the young' birds, for 
th is morning I fmmJ a dead Chip pin g sparrow, unfledged, in my 
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garden and this aftcmoon I saw a dead young oriole in the street 
under the elm tree bY :i\Ir. "Whitney's shop, that must also have 
been hurled ont of tl;e nest. Also near my gate a young fledged 
Downy "\Voodpecker \\·hich had not acquired strength to ·with­
stand the storm. 

July 27. Thi s aft ernoon I found a nest of the Nashville vVarblcr 
containing three ~-oun g bil'Cls just out of the shell. It ,ms in what 
was once a pasture but is now grown up to white birches, pines 
and so for th, from ten to fifteen feet high. 

August 21. "\Vent fi shing on Crystal Lake today and had good 
success. "\Vhile busily engaged with the fi sh I all at once saw a 
young Bonaparte's Gull flying by the boat very near the water 
and not more than ten yards distant . 

September 4-. Found a Goldfinch's nest this afternoon, in the 
old Pippin appletrcc, contain ing four eggs. Shall watch this with 
considerable interest to sec how the birds come on. 

September 25. Saw a Blue Sparrow in my garden this morn­
ing·, the first I have seen thi s fall. 

1902 

January 20. vVcnt to Phoenixvill e this afternoon and Caro 
Latham ga\'C me three Snow Dunt ings that he had just shot out 
of a small flock. H e told me that he saw a flock a day or two ago 
that he thought mnst have contained nearly fi ve hundred birds. 
They were a couple of miles below Phoenixville. H e had seen 
three other flocks this winter, but I haYe not succeeded in getting 
sight of one yet. They seem to be more mm1erous farther down 
the river than they are here. 

March 24. A W !1ite-bcl li ed S,rnllow ani ved this forenoon. 
Just at ni ght a flock oE thirt y or forty Hnsty Grackles flew over , 
steering due north, evidently bonnd for home. 

May 1~.1-. Took a long wal k tl1is fo1·e11oon o\'Cr to the Bigelow 
river and beyond. Found birds rather scai·ce though there were 
several new anivals. Saw scYera l Chestnut-sided vVarblers, a 
Blackburn 's ·warbler , mal e, a Blnc Y cllowback, female, a black 
and white warbler , a Great Crested Flycatcher, a Tawny Thrush, 
also several OJ ive-backed Thrushes. Blue-headed Vireos were 
quite common, but I fail ed to .find any of the Yellow-throated 
species. 

May 20. Eber Huntington showed me a Prairie vVarbler that 
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he captured thi s forenoon. It wa s up abo\'C \\·here Dr. Converse 
Jives. IL is the first I have c,·er k.n own to he taken here. 

Jul y 25 . This afternoon I 1·ccci,·cd a white Bobolink, (albino), 
from Prof. Koons to be mounted. There is m01·c or less yellowish 
shade to it and it is in the midst of the moult. 

NO\·cmber J 2. I have been so bnsy all the fall in changing my 
place of residence that I have had no time to devote to ornithology . 
:My home is no longer in E:1stford ,rherc I haYe lived for thirty 
and one half years but in ·w oodstock, ("West "\Voodstock parish). 
This e-vcning Dr. Gildcrsle,.-c of East vVoodstock sent me a Hawk 
Owl but I haYe not yet learned any particulars about its capture. 

"\NOODSTOCK, CONN. 

1903 

l\Iarch 24. This hns been a gala day with the wild geese. About 
noon I heard their honking and in a short time discovered them 
away to the west of m,v house; as near as I could estimate there 
were about 150 of them. They were Yery high up and moving 
in a nortl1 eastcrly direction. Very soon after I heard the honk­
ing of another flock, but could not discover the birds. Then with­
in half an hour heard another honking and soon discovered the 
birds a\Yay to the nortlrn·cst. They too were flying high and in 
a nearly easterly direct ion . The fl ock was about the size of the 
first. 1\ bout tlU"cc o 'clock l\frs. Jones heard another flock, a large 
one, but not equal to tltc others. "\Ve had a heavy rainstorm yes­
terday and the night before. 

October 3. A little be.fore sunset there was a large number of 
l\Iyrtle "\Varblcrs around the house; the t rees seemed to be alive 
with them, especially the large spruce south of the hedge. They 
were in constant motion, dai-ting th rough the branches or flying 
from one tree to another; some running oYcr the roof of the house, 
others clown in the hedge; anywhere, cYCrywhcrc; all anxious to 
secure their supper before it should be too late. Just about the 
time that the snn sank behind the western hill s, they all dis­
ap peared, going off to the northeast. 

October rn. :\Iyrtlc "\Varbl crs arc abundant around the house 
again this morning, also a few Bluebirds. W cathcr bri ght before 
sunrise but soon became cloudy. I rccciYed today a couple of 
Ruffed Grouse to be mounted. The crop of one of them I found 
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t o be filled almost wholly with oak acorns; the other with " ·hat 
appeared to me t o be fox grapes. 

NO\·ember 20. A bright dear sky all day, bnt th e air qu ite 
cold. --w ent out to Dea. Harris ' this forenoon and from there 
went across to J·. }I. P enin 's. Saw no birds till I reached l\Ir. 
P errin 's field a little way north of hi s barn. Th ere in a lot where 
corn had been grO\rn, among th e ,yecds and st ubble , I started up 
six or eight Pinc Orosbcak1:, . They appeared to be feedin g on 
the ground. They :flc,\· up into an applctrcc and after I came away 
they flew down to the ground aga in. All brown birds. Some half 
a dozen Goldfin ches " ·ere in company " ·ith them. 

November 21. Soon aftc1· dinn er Mrs. J ones heard the note of 
a bird and called to me. After lookin g a whil e, \ YC disco\·er ed 
him, a Pine Grosbeak, in th e very t op of the fir tree nearest the 
house, busily feed ing on th e buds. Ile was a mal e in red plumage. 

December 9. I discoyercd a flock of Pinc Grosbeaks. They wer e 
in the hemlock hedge, cast of th e house, and in th e spruce trees. 
They seemed quite ac tive and in a few minntes tliey started off 
towards the south . I should think th ere were from a dozen to 
eighteen. 

December 10. About thl'ce o'clock this afternoon I saw the 
flock of Pi11 e Grosbeaks near ::\Irs. }klntirc's old barn, south of 
my house. I am beginning to hope that th ey arc going to sta~, 
with us this winter . 

December 22. A flock of about t\l"O dozen Pinc Grosbeaks \1·erc 
in the trees around the house for some tim e durin g the middle o-f 
the day. 

1004 
January 3. Th e snow storm nigccl all ni g ht and till past the 

middl e of the forenoon, wh en the snn began to break through th e 
clouds; but the wind continued high till abou t the middle of the 
af tern oon ,vhcn it began to aba te. It is a " ·intry time, Ycr y cold. 
No service at church today and I ha,-e seen on ly two men in the 
street. Just after breakfast I saw half a dozen Pin e Grosbeaks. 
They were in the larch tree, but \rcre just fl ying a,rny 0Yer toward 
the hotel. They arc hardy crca tu r es. 

J anuary 19. Tl 1e coldest morning yet , - 13°. A couple of Pi11e 
Grosbeaks around this forc11 oon. 

F ebruary 24. A flock of eight or nine Pine Gr osbeaks came to 
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feed in the larch t1·cc , just· after noon , \rhcrc they remained for 
some tim e. For ~e,·cr,il weeks nm\· hcn·c been here. 

l\Iarch 1. I saw a co upl e of Pinc Grosbeaks in the larch tree 
this forenoon. 

J unc 14. A bit tc1·n ,ms brought to me to be mounted. On 
dissecting i t after sk inning, I found a fish, (a dace, I t hink ), 
,1·hich tlic h ird lwd s" ·nllowecl ,yJi ole and " ·ithout any mutilation 
that I could see. Th e fish measrn·ccl six inches in length and five 
inches in girth . H ow it could get suc h a bod,1· down its throat 
without bein g chok ed 1 do not kno"· · 

October 7. Thi s morning l\Irn. J ones and I took a walk for 
some ,my out on 1 Ile rnacl tomucl Westbrook. Al I at on ce we per­
ceived a :fli g l1t of Bank Swallows crossing th e 1·oad and moving 
toward the ,rest . Tl 1c'_1· kept coming and cornin g till it seemed 
as if th ere 1rnuld be no end to them. After goi11 g on some ways 
and makin g· a 1 um in the roacl wr ca me in si 0 ·ht of them ao-ain 
flyin g abo1;t and in th e road al~cad of ns "·as: spot a t leas; tc~ 
feet aeross \1·hcrc they seemed to be as thick as they could stand. 
Others were aligh ti11 g and multit11des more \Yc1·e in the field 
among the grass, besides a! l that 11·crc OY crheacl. As ,\·e drew 
nearer they began to rise and the air was literally alive with tlwm. 
They reminded me of a swarm of bees, for the~• looked as thick 
as bees when s\\·arming and like bees at such a time, they were 
darting in e\·ery concci rnblc direc tion. There must have been 
several thousa nd of th em. Soon they began to rn oYc a way across 
the field to the 1·i ght, many of t hem lightin g in th e grass in the 
field ; others con tinning th eir fli ght till we walked ou out of sight. 
It ,ms th e most " ·onderfnl :flight of birds th at I hal'c ever seen. 

Octobel' 25. "\\'hen near Kenyon's 0 ·1·oye as I \\'as o·oino· down 
• 0 b 0 

th e littl e hill in th e cart road , I started up an Olil'c-backcd Thrush 
and think 1 here was also another nearby but was not positive 
about its identity. 

1905 
April 7. A sma ll flock of Chipping Sparrows appeared here 

this morning. Fonnd a H ermit Thrush this fore noon and four 
or fiye B lue S11arrows. 

l\Iay 10. Took a wa lk this forenoon clown through the ·white 
lot and along the Eastford road. Saw th e following for the first 
time this spring : Redstart , Black.throated Blue "\Varblcr, Scarlet 
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Tanager , two Bla ck and ,Vhitc ·w arblers. Found Myrtle ·warblers 
still vlcnty. 

::\by 25. Cavtmcd a Yellow-bellied Flycatcher this forenoon 
in the ,Vhitc lot thnt has been cut o\·cr. ·warblers very scarce. 
Found nothin g bu t Chest nut-sided. 

l\fa :v 2G. Capt urcd a fcm nlc Tennessee --w arblcr. It was in 
the So uthwest comer of :l\Irs. McIntire 's field or rather in the 
bushes just beyond the field . It seemed to be in company with 
a Chestnu t-sided , Yarbl e1· and was quite actiYe in its movements, 
da r tin G abont in purnH it of insec ts witl1 great rapidity . Its notes 
or song which it uttered onl y on ce ,Yhilc I was looking at it were 
somewhat sharp and not very musical. This is the first specimen 
of th e species that I have e,·er r ecognized. 

l\fay 29. A decidedl y ·warm day . Started at 8 o 'clock for 
Crystal Lake. .f,s I \Yas ,Yalkin g along by the shore, an Olive­
backed Thrnsh star ted up from the gr 01md and lit in a tree, where 
I shot it. It proves to be a male. I am surprised to find it here 
so late in the season. 

Drcember 28. I r eceived toda y a H erring Gull from a man in 
Greenwich, Conn ., in the south west ern corner of the State, on 
the sound. Ile sent it to be mount ed. The head is somewhat 
spotted, but otherwi se i t seems like a mature bird. So I conclude 
tlw t the gull s are remaining there yet and there seems to be no 
r eason why the northern water birds should not be plenty all 
along our shores. 

December 31. Ornithologicall y the year now closed has been 
an un eventfu l one with me. The only bird that I have obtained 
at all rare is a Tennessee , Varbl cr. 

1906 
July 6. Toda y I could sec the Least Flycatcher sitting on 

her nes t in the a pplc trcc just beyond the southwest corner of the 
barn. I think it must be about time for the young to hatch. 

July 1.J-. Today 1 got up in the tree and looked into the Fly­
catcher's nest an d found two young birds, apparently three or 
four days old. 

November 1. Last i\Ionda y I r eceived a Saw ·whet Owl from 
a man in , Vi llima nti c and he had, of course, come from the north. 

NO\·embcr 15. Thi s afternoon I r eceived a Goshawk from Mr. 
Sheldon of South 'Woodstock. It is a female in the intermediate 
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plumage, about midway between the first year and the adult 
plumage. 

November lG. Saw a couple of Chickadees in some birches and 
when dO\rn in the farther open pasture, I saw a Goshawk coming 
from the ,res t. H e came nearl y 0Yer me, and within gunshot. H e 
was moving wi t h the wind and going with such speed that I do 
not suppose I could ham hit him, if I had had a gun. 

December l. I saw by l\Ir. Caleb Green 's place a bluebird and 
down this side of Black pond a flock of two or three dozen Pinc 
Finches. They were feedin g· in some birches by the side of the 
r oad. Rcccin d anoth er Acadian Owl from Theron S. Clapp. The 
third specimen 1·eceived this fall. 

December 10. Today I sa w about a dozen Pinc Grosbeaks just 
south of the house and flyin g' to\\·ard the east. 

December 15. I r eceived a letter today from l\I. F . Latham in 
Phoenixville and he told me that his boys had caught an Acadian 
O\\·l in one of their traps ( dcadfall ) a short time ago. This is the 
fourth one that I have known of this »inter. 

December 26. About 11 :30 o'clock three Pine Grosbeaks lit 
down in the driYcway near the door step and r emained for some 
time running about appearing to be picking the fine gravel. They 
were all brown birds and apparently young of the year. 

December 29. DO\rn in the village of Eastford, I saw a number 
of Pine Grosbeaks by the house in which M:rs. l\Iar y vVarrcn lives, 
and Eber Huntington t old me th ey had been quite plenty in the 
village this winter , but he had not seen a r ed male. 

1907 

January 11. vVcnt up to Jarvis Hall's this forenoon . Saw 
a flock of eight Pine Grosbeaks f eeding on the ground in front of 
Mrs. Phillip 's house. One of them showed some red on his head 
and neck. This r ed one and one of the brown ones allowed me 
to walk ·within ten fee t of them. I saw about as many more just 
beyond the Baptist Church. H enry Bradford told me that they 
had been around his premises and up on the hill in the neighbor­
hood of the church all ·winter. Ground all bare, and the weather 
mild and almost springlike today. 

January 14. This forenoon a small flock of Pine Grosbeaks came 
around the premises and remained for a little while, feeding most­
ly on ~he Jarch buds. - - · 
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F ebruary 7. SeYeral Pinc Grosbeaks were here for a while 
about noon. 

February 10. Behrccn 12 :00 and 1 :00 o'clock I saw twelve 
grosbeaks feedin g in the larch tree where they continued for some 
time and then ,vith a sudden start they disappea red. 

F ebruary 23. This afternoon I saw two grosbeaks on a little 
bare spot of ground in fron t of Edward P er r in 's house. 

F ebruary 25. A dozen or more grosbeaks were feeding in the 
larch tree this morning between 7 :00 and 8 :00 o 'clock. 

.Apri l 4. J\Irs. E. T. P errin has just told me that the Pinc Gros­
beaks sti ll remain up in her neighborhood and that she saw two 
about noon today. I supposed they had all departed sometime ago. 

April 10. I forgot to r ecord the receipt of a Goshawk male on 
the 8th ; a bir d in nearly adult plumage. On skinning it I found 
that one of its legs had been broken just above the knee and it 
had healed again so straight that I never should haYe noticed it 
unless I had skinned it. But the bone was very much enlarged 
at the place of frac ture. 

April 18. J\Irs. P errin told me today that the Pine Grosbeaks 
sti ll r emain here and that she saw several n ear her house today . 

l\Iay 28. I foun<l t\rn or three Y cllow-throated Vireos among 
some small white birches and captured one; also an Olive-backed 
Thrush which I had not expected to find at this late date. Other 
birds seen were several Chestnut-sided v,r arblers, Redstart, Black 
and ·white warbler, Maryland Yellow-throat, and several flycatch­
ers which I think arc Traill 's . 

J une 28. This afternoon J. "\V. Jones who lives near Crystal 
Lake brought me an eagle ,rhich he shot and winged down in his 
pasture n ear the lake. His atten tion was arrested by a great 
commotion made by a flock of crows in a clump of oak trees below 
the foot of the CO\\' 's lane, and as he had had sernral hens killed 
by a fox he concluded th e fcllo11· ,ms looking for more. So he 
hastened do\\'n there through th e bushes, looking very carefully 
in th e underbrush, when suddenly he heard the rush of wings over 
head, and saw the eagle which had flown from one of the oaks and 
was goin g tmYard the lake. H e instantly drew up and fired. The 
eagle pitched a,rny down into t he bushes near the water . Mr. 
Jones rushed after him and the eagle made fo r the ,rnter and 
rushed in. Mr. Jones' boat was near by and getting into it he 
rowed up to the bird and lassoed him with a piece of small rope 
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and finally succeeded in getting him into the boat. But the eagle 
fought fiercely not\\'it hstancling his •wing was broken and I think 
l\Ir. Jones had about a 11 li e wanted to do in subduing him. It is 
an immature male, without any whi te on hi s head, and measures: 
tip of bi I l to end of ta il 321/:2 inches; spread of wings 75½ inches; 
length of tail 113;'1 inches; weight 6 pounds. I ,ms puzzled about 
his eyes, as they seemed to indicate gr eater age than his plumage 
denoted. The iris \\·as of a grayish color, with a faint shade of 
yellow; a color that it would be difficult to imitate . 

.August 27. This afternoon I counted over 100 "\Vhite-bellied 
Swallows on the telephone wires across the corner of P. "\Valker's 
field beyond the well. 

September 5. Y cry soon I discovered a few ( 5 or 6) Cedar 
Birds in th e top of a dead birch tree some thirty feet high . They 
would sit tl1er e for a short time and then some of them would fly 
down into the bushes or go farther away; but soon they would 
come straggling back into that dead tree again. They seemed to 
take the rain Yery pl1 ilosophically; it may be they enj oyed it after 
the long drought. When the r ain held up I went along to the 
tree where only one was then sitting which I shot. It proved to 
be a very fine specimen, having the waxen tips to all the secondary 
wing feathers, and the tail feathers were t ipped. 

December 11. l\Ir. Ballard of Putnam sent me a Great Blne 
H eron today to be mounted. 

1908 

J anuary 28. Frank Lyon, who works for J\Irs. Bundy, brough t 
me a Goshawk (female ) ·that he shot while it was in the act of 
killin g a hen. Although it was standing on the hen he winged 
the hawk without hurting the hen. It is in the intermediate 
plumage, having many brown feathers on the wings. 

April 1-!. Willie Arnold brought me a female --wood Duck that 
had been caught by the foot in a steel trap which had probably 
been set for muskrats or mink. 

December 29. The day has been so pleasant that I felt as if I 
must go out for a walk ; ,rent nearly clown to Chamberlain 's mill 
pond. In ·Willard Davis' further pasture I found a flock of about 
two dozen P ine Finches busily at wol'k in the tops of some white 
birch trees that had grown considerably tall. They showed very 
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little fear and allowed me to walk under the trees in which they 
were feeding. 

1909 

January 5. ·when going to the post office this forenoon I started 
up a Song Sparrow. 

F ebruary 4. l\Ir. Hall has been telling me this e,·cning about 
seeing a lot more of Robins this forenoon. He was going east on 
the Putnam road and when in the swamp beyond the blacksmith's 
shop, he began to see them. They appeared to be stopping in the 
bushes north of the road, but were constantly moving about and 
crossing the road toward the south. They would rise to some 
height when they crossed the road, and while darting about in 
all directions in the bushes; when they rose to r eally fly their 
course was wholly south. He told me that l\Ir. Smith saw them 
while on his way to Southbridge and there were several Bluebirds 
among them. It is an unusual thing to have so many Robins about 
at this time of the year. 

l\Iarch 13. Just at night a Robin appeared in the top of the ash 
tree by the gate and remained for some time. These birds have 
r emained in considerable numbers durin g the entire winter. 

l\Iarch 31. This morning I found three Pine Finches in the 
larch tree by the garden , and towards noon I again saw two more 
there. 

September 4. About G :30 tonight I saw four Night Hawks over 
the house and moving toward the west. 

September 7. This morning there was a flock of \Vhitc-bellicd 
Swallows, which I estimated to contain six or seven hundred birds, 
on the telephone wires across the road between l\Ir. Butler's and 
Mrs. l\Icintire 's houses. It was about 7 o 'clock. 

December 6. Have just received to be mounted a Snowy Owl 
from Lyman Fitts of Pomfret, who shot it on the 3rd in st. It is 
a fine specimen though much mottled. It is a long time since I 
have known of one being taken here. 

1910 

January 11. Dea. Harris saw a very large flock of White Snow 
Buntings today up in his field to the south of his house. It seemed 
to him there must have been five hundred. 

January 12. Dea. Harris saw many Snow Buntings again today 

FIELD NOTES ON CONNE CTICUT BIRDS 37 

in the same place that he saw them yesterday, but in reduced 
numbers. 

April 4. A Bit tern " ·as brought to me today that was shot 
this morning. 

November 19. l\Ir. H enry Bradfor d shot a fine adult male 
Goshawk t oday. There seems to be something of a flight of these 
hawks this winter . 

November 26. Today I r eceived a Goshawk from Caro P. L atham 
of E nstford, (Phoenix\·ille ) . It is nn immature bird and in very 
da1·k plumage. 'l' his is the thi r d specimen of thi s species that I 
have r eceived th is fall. 

December 15. Today l\Irs. Witter brought to me a Screech Owl 
in the r eel plumage. Some one caught it nlive in a building. l\Irs. 
\Yitter brought it in a small bnsket nnd it was alive wh en she gave 
it to me, but when I \\·cnt to take it out an hour or tvvo after I 
found it dea d. I am surprised at the number of o,,·ls taken this 
winter. I have r eceived most of them to Le mounted, one Great 
Homed Owl, on e Lon g-cnr cd Owl, two Barred Owls, three Screech 
Owls, all in the reel plmnagc, nnd three Acadian Owls. 

1911 

January 2. I r eceived a Long-tailed Duck, female, from J. ,v. 
Jones of Guilford, Conn. Shot December 29. 

January 19. When on my way to Eastford this forenoon I 
found a large flock of Redpoll Linnets a little wny south of the 
Vnllcy school house. I should think there were 150 to 200 or more 
of them. 

l\Iarch 3. Saw a Nuthatch in the elms this morning and a flock 
of Pinc Finches cnme int o the larch tree. 

l\farch 1-1. A couple of Song Spnrrows nppcnrcd in the hedge 
at the east side of the house. This ,ms bct,\·cen 9 :00 and 10 :00 
o 'clock. A little company of Pine Finches was in the larch tree 
at the same time. 

June 2-!. On 1Iay 17 l\Ir. Olirnr H. L atham of Phoenixville 
shot a Red-headed 'iVoodpccker in his villngc in Eastford, Conn., 
which he sent to me. He said th ere were three of them in the 
n eighborhood that wer e seen by sever al persons. This is the first 
time I have ever known of on e of these birds being seen in this 
r egion. 

July 2G. This nftcrnoon l\Irs. E. T. Perrin brought me a Gold-
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finch, male, tha t she had just picked up dea d n ear her house. It 
had struck a telephone wire and broken its neck so completely 
as to entirely separate the vertebrc. The ,;vires are making havoc 
with birds. On :May 5th of thi s year a lady in Thompson found 
a ·wilson 's Sui pe lying dead under a t elephone wire by the road­
side, along which she ,ms ·wa ]king. It struck the ,virc at the base 
of the upper nrnud iblc aml the whole scalp back to the base of 
the skull , where i t hun g b_v a very narrow strip of skin . On the 
12th of l\fay the sam e person found a dead H ermit Thrnsh. This 
had stl·uck the wire in a glancin g ,my so that the wound was down 
on the side of the neck at the bend of the wing; and on the 14th 
of July, :i\Ir. Chamberlain , \Yho liYCS near Black pond, brought 
me a Spotted Sa ndpipe1· that his wife picked up dead . It had 
struck the wire at th e side of the breast where was quite a large 
bruise with the fea thers torn off. The wires ar e worse for small 
birds than shotguns. 

September 23. This afternoon Dr. Gildersleve 's boys of E ast 
vYoodstock called hel'e and brought a Goshawk to ha-ve mounted , 
that was shot yesterday in that place. It is a female in the first 
year's plumage. Thi s is very ea l'ly for these birds to arrive. I 
hope no more of them will come. 

December 5. I have skinn ed a Black Duck today; it is a male, 
and a Ycry fine specimen, bu t he was a most voracious feeder. I 
found thirty fr,e white oak acorns in his crop, neck and throat. 
They reached up to his mouth so that the upper one was in p lain 
view wh en his mouth ,ms opened. 

December 7. Today I haYe skinn ed a Sheldr akc, female, and 
in the crop I found 21 perch that l'anged from I ¼ to 2½ inches 
in length . It is well they do not spend the summer here ; if they 
did perch would soon become extinct. 

Hll 2 

J un c 12. U r. H all brought me a Black-billed Cuckoo that he 
found lying dea d on the ground beside a wire n etting that he had 
put up for peas to climb on . 

Jul y 8. There was a fa mily of Bobolinks here by the barn this 
forenoon. I was surprised to fi nd that the young were on the 
wing for it was quite late in the season when the birds arrived . 

November 6. Today I r eceived from J\fr. T . S. Clapp of Elliott 
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(P omfre t ) a Sparrow Ha,Yk. I ha,·e not seen one befor e in many 
yea rs. 

1013 

F ebruary 12. In a letter just rcceiYed written yesterday from 
l'.Ii ss Frnnces H . Butl er, ·w oodstock Hil'i, is a list of bird~ that 
come to her house to get foo cl from a basket and other places which 
she proYides for them. They did not come to any extent till the 
cold weather and snow came about the first of February. The 
following is the li st: H airy and Downy vYoodpecker, Nuthatch, 
'\Vren Cr eepers, Chickadees, Blue SparTo,Ys, Tree Sparrows, Golden­
crowned Kinglets, and a Yell o\\·-bcllied '\Yoodpcckcr or Sapsucker , 
Sphu ra1n:c1is 1.:ari1ts . This is the first time I haYc known this bird 
being seen in winter. 

April 1. Roy Lath am of Phoenixdlle sent me nn E vening Gros­
beak, male, today. It is the first notice I have had of their bcin o· 

0 

in this sec tion this winter. 
J nne 22. This afternoon Mrs. Jones discovered a wren at work 

carrying nesting material into the bird house in the fir tree whel'C 
the vVhite-breast ed Swallow had a nest . I r eally hope she will 
stick to it , as it would seem like old times to han them around 
again . It has been many years, so long that I cannot remember, 
since we have had a pair of them. 

1914 

J anua1y 22. A Pinc Grosbeak appeared here today. Mrs. Jones 
heard his note this morning and this afternoon she saw him in the 
top of one of the maple trees. 

l<'ebruary 18. I rcceiYecl by mai l today a Sparrow Hawk from 
a man in vVoodstock, but I cannot accoun t fo r its being here, but 
shall try to learn th e particulars of its capture. 

l\Ia rch 7. The Cox bo.vs, (Theodore and l\Iax,rnll ) called her e 
today and they told me that a flock of Starlings " ·ere ther e near 
their house for quit e a while in the early part of the winter and 
stayed there till the snow came, and then disappeared. They said 
there were at least two hundred of them. They had also seen some 
half a dozen crossbills, but they could not t ell which species they 
were. 
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1015 

November 3. Today I r eceived a Ni ght H eron from a man in 
Putnam, who wished to haYc it mounted. 

1016 

J\fay 25. A pai.r of S tarlings are nesting in a hole in a r otten 
limb in the large ash tree and already have quite sizable young. 

November 18. I see the capture of a Golden Plover by Clar en ce 
Lyon on the 4th of Nm-ember and brought to me by his mother. 
H e found it in their mea dow. It is in the winter plumage and 
would never suggest the idea of "golden" . 

November 30. This morning I sa,v two Pine Grosbeaks out on 
the E ast road near John Shepard 's. They were in the brown 
plumage. 

I 
I , 
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