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FOREWORD 

This r esearch was begun in 1924 and was completed in June, 
1925. The delay in publication has been due in part to uncertainty 
concerning the establishment of this series and then the need of 
securing some fo rtifying evidence as set fo rth in Chapter V. 

The study repre.sents a victory in the application of scientific 
methods in a relatively new and difficult field. Its value scientifical­
ly rests in the fact that it is objective; namely, it validates its con­
clusions through establishing a standard of measurement of the 
comprehension of the sayings and parables of J esus, and it uses 
quantitative units for determining the reliability of its data. It 
points in the direction of laying solid foundations for a curriculum 
of religious education. 

E . D. S. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE PROBLEM 

Fundamental to all curriculum construction is the proper grad­
ing of material to fit the maturity of children. This monograph 
reports an attempt to grade by objective methods some of the pre­
cepts and parables of Jesus as found in the Gospels. 

A review of the literature reveals onl y a very few attempts ta 
approach this problem of curricular arrangement from a scientific 
viewpoint. Chassell (1 ), Chassell and Chassell (2) , Giles (3) , and 
Whitley (7) have constructed tests of comprehension difficulty on 
the parables and information tests on the Bible. But this testing 
has been clone for other purposes and without intent to use the re­
sults for properly arranging these materials to fit the maturity of 
children. "\Vashburne and Vogel ( 6) graded children 's books ac­
cording to the ages at which they were most widely read and liked. 
In recreational reading interest value should be considered in proper 
grading. However, this procedure of Washburne and Vogel is 
hardly relevant to the precepts and parables where the question of 
the comprehension of the meaning is the primary consideration. 

The method devised for this study was to present a precept or 
parable and to require children to choose from among a number of 
statements the one best expressing the meaning. If by this process 
it is discovered that certain sayings are understood at an earlier 
age while others mm,t wait for further mental r ipening, a more 
solid foundation would be laid for the curriculum of religious edu­
cation. 

Two investigations were undertaken. In the first the compre­
hension difficulty of eighteen precepts and eight parables of Jesus 
was investigated. This study is reported in the following three 
chapters. Chapter II describes the test and its administration. 
Chapter III shows the influence of mental age, sex, and religious 
training on comprehension. Chapter IV presents the results of 
the first attempt to secure an objective measure for determining 
the relative comprehension difficulty of the different parables and 
precepts. Certain technical defects in this inquiry led to a second 
investigation which is described in Chapter V. The final chapter 
contains the conclusions of the study. 
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CHAPTER II 

CONSTRUCTION AND ADMINISTRATION OF 
TEST MATERIALS 

DESCRIP'l'ION OF THE TESTS 

The test which forms the basis for the :first part of this study was 
composed of eighteen precepts and eight parables of J esus. The 
:first step in the selection of precepts to be used was the collection 
of all those attributed to Jesus by the writers of the four Gospels. 
The total collection numbered more than :fifty. This number was 
more than could be included and it therefore became necessary to 
make a selection. Eighteen were :finally chosen, this being con­
sidered a desirable number for such a test. As for the parables, 
any number of them might have been included in a study of this 
kind. For practical purposes it was decided to use eight of them 
and those were chosen which could be reduced to the most simple 
and unequivocable form. The sayings and parables were thrown 
together in a single test sheet that appears as Part I of the appendix. 

This test has :five parts. Parts I, III, and V are composed of the 
same group of eighteen precepts. This was done in order to have 
three different checks upon the same material. A slightly different 
form of the multiple-choice test was used for each of these three 
parts. In Part I, under the statement of each precept, there are 
three answers, only one of which expresses its true meaning. The 
pupil reads each precept and puts a cross before the one answer 
which he thinks is correct. In Part III the meaning of each pre­
cept is expressed in a single sentence which is given three possible 
endings, only one of which expresses the true meaning of the pre­
cept. The pupil is instructed to draw a line under the sentence 
ending which he thinks gives the sentence the same meaning as the 
precept. In Part V the precepts are arranged in six groups, three 
precepts to a group. Under each group are six statements which 
are numbered 1 to 6. Each precept in the group of three has one 
statement in the group of six which expresses its true meaning. 
Three of the six statements do not express the true meaning of any 
of the three precepts. The pupil is instructed to read each precept, 
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to :find the statement in the group below which gives it its true mean­
ing and to put the number of that"statement before the precept. 

Part II is made up of four parables: '' The Two Foundations,'' 
'' The Widow's Mite,'' '' The Rich Fool,'' and '' The Sower.'' The 
multiple-choice answer method which was used in Part I was also 
used in this part. Each question under the parables is followed by 
three possible answers. The pupil is instructed to check the correct 
answer. 

Part IV is also composed of four parables: '' The Prodigal Son,'' 
"The Good Samaritan," "The Pharisee and Publican," and "The 
Talents.'' Each parable is followed by questions concerning its 
teachings, each of which is answered (Yes) or (No). Two questions 
are asked concerning each idea in a parable; one expressing the 
positive side, and the other, the negative. This is done to serve as 
a double check upon the pupils' understanding of the idea expressed. 
Questions numbers 1 and 4 concerning " The Good Samaritan" are 
for example: "Does this story show that if we :find a person in need 
we should take care of him?" "Does this story show that if we 
:find a person in need we should let someone else help him~'' There 
arc two exceptions to the above : No. 7 in "The Prodigal Son" and 
No. 7 in "The Talents." The one question asked in each case was 
to determine how pupils thought on these possible points of view. 

In some cases it was considered advisable to shorten some of the 
parables and to simplify their language in order to make it easier 
for the pupils to understnnd them. A further aid was given by 
placing at the bottom of each page a list of the more difficult words 
used on that page with an explanation of the meaning of each. In 
the test, the word "Good" was omitted from the title "The Good 
Samaritan" in order that the pupil might judge of this character 
from reading the story rather than from its title. For the same 
reason the title "The Rich Fool" was changed to "The Rich Man." 

At :first this test was given in mimeograph form to about twenty 
adults, graduate students and faculty members of the University 
of Iowa. Many times this group offered criticisms and suggestions 
upon its subject matter and construction. It was then given to 
about :fifty children in Sunday school from ages eight to sixteen. 
From the criticisms and results of this preliminary testing a :final 
revision was made. This was then presented to the adult group 
who gave their approval. In this final form the test was printed. 

An important aspect of the study was the isolation of the factors 
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concerning the religious influences that had been brought to bear 
upon the children which might influence their comprehension of 
the sayings and parables. What influence, for example, does church 
membership and church and Sunday school attendance of both pupil 
and parent have upon this ability1 The information necessary to 
the answer of this question was secured through the use of a church 
and Sunday school attendance information card, which was filled 
out by pupils and checked by teachers and parents. This card ap­
pears as A ppenclix I. 

ADMINISTERING AND SCORING OF TESTS 

The Comprehension Test of the Sayings of J esus, hitherto de­
scribed and shown in Appendix II, was given to about eight hun­
dred children from grades four to twelve inclusive, in the public 
schools of four towns in Indiana: Pennville, Redkey, Farmland, 
and Parker, in January, 1925. 

It was thought that mental age was a better basis for the class­
ification of pupil s than either chronological age or school grade. 
Consequently the children were all given a group mental test. The 
Haggerty Intelligence Examination Delta 2 was used for grades 
four to six and the Terman Group Test of lVIental Ability Form 
A, fot· grades seven to twelve. The giving of the mental tests and 
the test on the sayings of Jesus was conducted personally by the 
writer. The mental tests were always given first, followed the next 
clay by the other. 

In conducting the test on the sayings of Jesus, the directions for 
each part were read aloud by the examiner while the pupils read 
with him, special attention being given to see that the pupils under­
stood just how each part was vrnrked. Emphasis was also laid upon 
the fact that they were not to rush but to take as much time as they 
needed. 'rlrny were instructed not to begin on the next part until 
all were ready to start together. In Parts II and IV the examiner 
read the parables aloud for grades four to eight and they were asked 
to read each one for themselves before answering the questions. 
This was done that the pupils of the lower grades might have the 
benefit of hearing the parables read as well as of reading them. 

Grades nine to twelve completed the test in about forty-five 
minutes at one sitting, while grades four to eight required more 
time. They were given two sittings of about thirty minutes each, 
completing Parts I, II, and III in the first, and IV and V in the 
last. 
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The church and Sunday school attendance card (see page 45 ) 
was planned to be filled out by the Sunday school and public school 
teachers and others who were acquainted with the children and 
their parents. However, after having a number of the pupils fill 
out their own cards and discovering that the information was re­
liable, this method was used throughout. In order to determine 
whether or not the pupils would give correct information concern­
ing their church and Sunday school attendance and that of their 
parents, fifty children from grades four to eight were asked to fill 
out their own cards which were compared with cards filled out 
for the same group by their teachers and others who had known 
them and their parents for a number of years. These two groups 
of cards were compared and their scoring agreed almost perfectly 
on the information concerning both the pupil and his parents. 

In order to have a further check upon the reliability of the in­
formation furnished by the pupils, two pastors and a Sunday school 
superintendent were asked to examine a hundred cards ,vhich had 
been filled out by the pupils. These three examiners reported that 
accurate information had been given. 



CHAPTER III 

INFLUENCE OF MENTAL AGE, SEX, AND RELIGIOUS 
TRAINING UPON COMPREHENSIO.r 

DIFFICULTY 

THE BASIC DATA 

The test of the sayings of Jesus described in the preceding· chap­
ter was given to about eight hundred pupils from grades four to 
twelve inclusive in the public schools of four Indiana towns. Men­
tal ages and supplementary data as to sex and religious training 
were also gathered. Complete data were obtained on 637 cases. 

The major problem is the determination of the comprehension 
difficulty of the eighteen precepts and eight parables. Before pre­
senting these data the influence of mental age, religious training 
and sex is considered, since presumably these are important factors 
determining ability to lmderstand what Jesus said. Of these, men­
tal age is undoubtedly the most important. Its influence is accord­
ingly presented first and the influence of other factors is studied 
with this factor held constant. 

THE V ALrnrrY OF THE TEST 

Before investigating the influence of mental age, sex and religious 
training it is important to consider the necessarily preliminary 
question of validity. In this chapter we are concerned with the 
validity of the test as a measure of the abilities of children to com­
prehend the sayings of Jesus. In Chapter IV we are concerned 
with the validity of the test as a measure of the comprehension 
difficulty of the precepts and parables. These are two entirely 
different questions. As will be shown immediately, the test is a 
valid measure of the comprehension ability of children. As will be 
shown in the next chapter it is not so valid a measure of the relative 
difficulty of the eighteen precepts and parables. The first question 
is an important preliminary to an evaluation of the influence of 
mental age, sex and religious training. 

The validity of the procedure as a measure of the abilities of 
children may be shown in a number of ways. Every effort was 
made to keep the test from being a measure of vocabulary pro-
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ficiency by using the simplest words and when necessary inserting 
brief definitions of the more difficult words. A special effort was 
made to insure that all pupils clearly understood what they were 
to do, and all were given as much time as they needed for filling 
out the blanks. Great care was taken in formulating the questions 
for each precept and parable, and the test was not printed in final 
form until approved by the group of about twenty graduate students 
in a seminar in character education. 

Some further evidence of .the validity of the testing procedure 
is given by the correlation of comprehension test scores with mental 
age. This correlation was calculated by the usual Pearson ( 4) 
product moment method. It was found to be .78, the probable error 
being .01. 

THE INFLUENCE OF MENTAL AGE 

The Haggerty Intelligence Examination Delta 2 was given in 
the fourth, fifth, and sixth grades and the Terman Group Test of 
Mental Ability Form A in grades seven to twelve. These tests 
classified the 637 cases as shown in Table I. Mental age eight ranges 
from eight years to eight years eleven months; mental age nine 
ranges from nine years to nine years eleven months; and so on, ex­
cept that mental ages of sixteen and above are all included in six­
teen. 

Table 1 

Distribution according to mental age of 637 cases taking the test 

Mental Age 
Number of Cases 

8 
43 

9 
63 

10 
62 

11 12 
83 122 

13 
94 

14 
79 

15 
52 

16 
39 

The first question to claim our attention is to determine the aver­
age ability of children of each mental age to comprehend each of 
the eighteen sayings of Jesus as determined by the average score 
in Part I of the test. In other words, what is the average success, 
in this first attempt, to check the correct answer when a triple 
choice is given of which only the one is correct? The relative ability 
of the children of the different years is shown in Table 2. It reads 
that to precept number 1, '' If you love God keep His command­
ments'' as measured by Part I of the test, 49 per cent of children of 
eight years mental age gave the correct response, 71 per cent of 
those of mental age nine responded correctly, and so on, ending 
with sixteen year mental age at which time 98 per cent or essentially 
all of them understood the meaning of the sayings. 
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Table 2 
P ercentage of correct responses fo r each mental age to each precept in Part I Table 3 
Precepts Mental Ages Percentage of correct responses for each•mental age to each precept in Part III 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 Precepts Mental Ages 

1 49 71 66 60 76 83 90 98 98 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

2 37 37 57 70 81 93 99 100 100 1 33 41 46 47 52 59 56 71 87 
3 56 46 56 71 82 91 95 98 98 2 33 27 42 54 77 76 94 96 98 
4 49 65 63 72 87 91 98 100 100 3 44 51 63 67 78 83 92 100 98 
5 33 56 68 73 92 94 98 100 100 4 65 75 81 91 96 96 97 98 100 
6 33 49 62 58 81 88 92 98 100 5 12 5 16 10 21 31 43 59 87 
7 39 51 46 41 43 43 48 51 67 6 12 19 19 28 50 56 65 75 95 
8 53 4± 62 59 61 70 61 65 69 7 28 25 35 30 27 38 38 51 77 
9 42 56 56 42 38 52 60 77 84 8 18 17 33 59 76 88 98 98 100 

10 56 65 66 77 91 86 97 100 95 9 23 11 16 20 37 44 55 67 89 
11 51 41 41 52 71 76 80 90 98 10 47 62 73 72 91 90 92 98 100 
12 30 35 51 60 76 88 95 96 98 11 37 49 62 42 83 90 98 98 98 
13 63 62 83 92 97 93 97 98 100 12 72 78 87 89 95 96 100 100 100 
14 47 59 54 70 79 95 97 100 100 13 60 48 49 58 81 91 95 96 98 
15 63 60 71 74 84 94 95 96 100 14 42 42 37 54 71 75 83 86 95 
]6 21 35 35 42 56 58 77 77 90 15 39 56 54 70 77 86 97 88 98 
17 72 73 78 82 86 89 98 100 100 16 21 16 33 42 60 76 88 90 100 
18 70 60 75 77 81 91 97 96 100 17 89 94 89 96 97 96 100 98 98 

18 35 25 30 40 60 83 88 100 98 
The corresponding interpretation follows for each of the eighteen 

may see your good works and glorify your Heavenly Father," is 
precepts. The immediate interest at this point is that there is al-
most without exception an increment from year to year in the ability capable of pretty general comprehension of children of eight years 

to understand the precepts and that finally for the later years al- Table 4 

most all the children seem to understand the purport of the say- Percentage of correct responses for each mental age to each precept in Part V 

ings. The steady increase from year to year in most instances is Precepts Mental Ages 

evidence that the test was made and administered in no haphazard 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

way. 
1 2 6 9 8 17 41 71 67 84 

It will be recalled that the object in view in separating the test 
2 35 30 37 46 61 70 81 96 98 
3 7 3 6 8 14 23 41 53 89 

into several parts was the securing of reliability when the same 4 18 24 27 41 50 52 70 86 86 
precepts were judged by the children from a slightly different angle. 5 33 37 39 59 51 61 81 80 98 

Part III is the companion-piece to Part I. The average score of 6 21 33 49 51 66 75 92 88 98 

the children in checking the like interpretation of the sayings pre- 7 28 21 22 25 47 66 81 88 89 

sented in this fashion is set forth in Table 3. 
8 41 32 39 58 66 81 80 92 90 
9 16 22 37 42 58 66 80 90 90 

In this table the same as in Table 2, for example, the first one, 10 7 11 14 14 27 37 63 84 95 
'' If you love God keep His commandments,'' it is evident that the 11 35 24 29 31 46 47 80 88 98 

percentages of right response are in close correspondence. The 12 5 11 14 14 27 37 63 84 95 

same is true for each of the parables. It is a point of a good deal 13 35 24 29 31 46 47 80 88 91 

of interest that will be discussed later. It is evident that there is 
14 7 11 5 13 19 29 50 67 89 
15 47 30 33 41 49 56 67 73 89 

a great difference in the difficulty of the different sayings. For 16 16 30 44 59 76 78 88 92 100 
instance, number 17, " Let your light so shine before men, that they 17 23 21 17 28 42 54 72 88 89 

18 23 21 17 20 28 40 62 73 91 
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mental age; while number 16, "Men love darkness rather than light 
because their deeds are evil," is quite too difficult to be grasped by 
children during the early years. 

Part V of the test attempts to measure the comprehension ability 
by multiple comparing. The result of this more complicated and 
difficult procedure is set forth in Table 4. It indicates and tends 
to emphasize the same trends as do the preceding tables. It is mere-
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ly a part of a test of comprehension and for the rest an index of 
ingenuity on the part of the children. 

A composite picture of the progress from year to year in terms 
of mental age is presented in Table 5 and Chart I. It is seen in 

Table 5 
Average percentage of right responses to all precepts for each mental age and 

for each of Parts I, III, ancl V 
Parts of test Mental Ages 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Part I 
Part III 
P art V 

48 
39 
20 

53 
41 
22 

62 
48 
29 

64 
52 
35 

76 
70 
47 

82 
75 
56 

85 
82 
72 

92 
87 
83 

95 
95 
90 

this table that the progress as indicated by Parts I and III of the 
test which are comparable, has close correspondence. 

In addition to the fairly consistent rise of comprehension ability 
from year to year it is well to observe at this t ime the rapid incre­
ment from mental age eleven to that of thirteen . 

Turning now to the parables, the picture of the comprehension 
difficulty for the different mental ages is portrayed in Table 6. That 
is the summary for Part II of the test. In the left hand column 
is the number of the question in the test following each of the 

Table 6 
P ercentage of right respons€s for each mental age to each of the 

questions after the parables 
Questions Mental Ages 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

The Widow's Mite 
1 7 22 25 46 58 75 90 98 95 

The Two Foundations 
1 67 65 81 84 96 98 100 100 100 
2 65 89 79 76 100 100 100 98 100 
3 17 24 32 41 52 75 87 84 87 
4 49 65 75 61 75 82 88 95 95 
5 37 41 48 61 79 89 97 98 100 

The Rich Man 
1 49 69 63 75 90 94 99 100 98 

The Sower 
1 31 35 39 57 67 73 81 96 98 
2 35 51 38 47 54 64 73 88 98 
3 17 21 38 50 68 83 95 98 100 
4 40 60 60 80 86 97 99 98 100 
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Table 6 ( continued) 
Percentage of right responses for each mental age to each of the 

questions after the parables 
Questions Mental Ages 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

The Prodigal Son 
1 81 86 95 92 92 99 96 100 98 
2 60 62 58 67 58 59 59 52 39 
3 79 90 95 98 98 99 94 100 100 
4 47 68 81 77 85 88 90 95 97 
5 46 43 60 71 72 66 76 73 82 
6 84 90 98 97 96 96 97 95 100 
7 58 17 39 50 42 54 71 86 92 

The Good Samaritan 
1 44 78 73 93 94 100 99 98 100 
2 77 84 95 98 99 98 100 100 100 
3 77 86 91 95 96 97 100 100 100 
4 100 98 100 99 99 100 100 100 100 
5 93 97 96 97 97 96 100 100 100 
6 51 84 86 92 97 97 100 96 100 

The Pharisee and Publican 
1 25 41 50 64 76 89 94 92 100 
2 46 43 31 34 40 41 39 48 64 
3 88 96 97 98 96 95 97 96 98 
4 49 53 46 60 68 78 89 92 98 

The Talents 
1 40 45 46 48 52 43 58 61 77 
2 80 88 90 94 93 95 94 98 98 
3 87 91 92 97 99 97 100 100 100 
4 84 93 92 96 74 83 80 85 97 
5 47 54 67 62 83 84 93 90 100 
6 68 58 59 58 81 87 87 98 100 
7 42 56 49 57 66 70 72 98 98 

parables to which the children responded. I t reads accordingly as 
heretofore, namely, that 7 per cent of the children of mental age 
eight understood the meaning of "The Widow's Mite," 22 per cent 
at nine years, and finally 95 per cent at sixteen year mental age. 

A more condensed statement of the success in understanding the 
parables is presented in Table 7 and in Chart II. It is derived 
from averaging the percentages of correct response to the several 
questions following each of the parables. For example, the numbers 
following the second item, '' The Two Foundations, '' are derived 
from the average of the five items on that parable as found in 
Table 6. 
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Chart II. Averago percentages of correct responses to all questions under 
each parable in Part II for each mental age. 

In still more condensed form, Table 8 and Chart III summarize 
the results of the test by compiling the averages for precepts and 
parables. The percentages of correct responses to the precepts ·were 
obtained by averaging the items in Table 5. The data, for the 
parables were similarly deri\'ed from Table 7. The percentages of 
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Table 7 
A\·ernge percentage of right responses to questions on the eight 

parnbles of J esus 
P arables Mental Ages 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

'l.'he ·w idow 's Mito 7 22 25 46 58 75 90 98 
'l'he Two Foundations 47 57 63 65 80 89 94 95 
The Rich Man 49 69 63 75 90 9-! 99 100 
The Sower 31 42 4-± 59 69 79 87 95 
The Prodigal Son 65 65 75 79 7 80 83 86 

16 

95 
96 
98 
99 
86 

'l.' he Good Samaritan 75 88 92 96 97 98 100 99 100 
The P harisee and P ublican 52 58 56 6-! 70 76 80 82 90 
'l'ho Talents 6-! 70 71 73 77 80 3 90 96 
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Chart III. Average percentages of correct responses to all quest ions under 
each parable in Part IV fo r each mental age. 
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Table 8 
Average percentage of correct responses to t ho precepts, the parables, 

and the whole t est fo r each mental age 
P art s of Test Men tal Ages 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Precepts 36 39 46 50 6-! 71 80 91 93 
Parables 49 59 61 70 78 8-! 89 93 95 
Whole Test 43 49 54 60 71 78 85 92 9-1 

correct response to the whole t est were secured by aYeraging those 
for the precepts and parables. This latter body of da ta is graph­
ically presented in Chart I V. 
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In final summary there are several points of interest that stand 
out quite distinctly. In the first place, contrary to what one might 
expect, the precepts are more difficult of comprehension than are 
the parables at all mental ages. 'l'he consistency with which this 
fact occurs \Yill seem to indicate that it is a function of the nature 
of the subject matt er in order of comprehensjon rather than an in­
dex of the ease or difficulty of the test itsel£ as a measuring device. 

There is an increase in comprehension at each age level from 
mental age eight to six teen. A point, however, of distinct interest 
is that the greatest increase in comprehension is between years 
eleven and thirteen . '11 his constantly recurring fact, " ·hen the data 
are Yiewed in different r elations, leads one to belieYe that it betrays 
a definite nasccncy in the 1·ipening of the understanding during 
these years. There is almost as much improvement in this respect 
during these two years as during all the other years put together 
from eight to sixteen. There has been a habit of thought which 
views the years of the middle teens as the period of heightening of 
comprehension and the deepening of insight. This study indicates 
that there is on the contrary little improvement during the middle 
teens. 'l'here is herein contained an item of justification for the 
educational trend that cuts off the last two years of the '' common 
school '' and adds them to the junior high school. 

This study furnishes an important item of justification of the 
6-6 arrangement of the curriculum. Insofar as this study contains 
an accurate picture of growth tendencies, the beginning of the junior 
high school does mark a definite increment in the ability of children 
to handle material that has usually been supposed appropriate for 
mature years. The facts clearly indicate that during these pre­
adolescent years childr en are ripe for subject matter involving 
thought, insight and interpretation, out of proportion to the ex­
pectancy from the trends of the years just preceding. 

THE I N FLUENCE OF SEX 

The test on the sayings of Jesus provided spaces for the children 
to indicate their sex. The influence of this factor was investigated 
for the possible light it might throw on the pedagogical aspects of 
the problem. This ·was determined by computing the median per­
centage of right responses to the total test for each mental age, 
ke2ping the ti.rn sexes separate. 

'l'ab1e 9 an<l Chart V present the results of the analysis of the 
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data for the influence of sex with :rp.ental age held constant. Table 
9 reads that 47 per cent of the responses of girls of eight years 
mental age ·were correct ·whil e only 43 per cent of the responses of 
boys of this mental age were correct. Except for the ninth, t en th, 
and sixteenth year s the girls have a small but decisive advantage. 

P ercentage of correct 

Sex 

Girls 
Boys 

cn too 
0 
rn 
§oo 
Q_ 
(/) 

~60 
u 
~70 
b 
0 60 
0 
coo 
Q) 

~ 
8_40 

8 9 

47 
43 

/,-

V 
-

52 
53 

/ ,, 

Table 9 

responses t o th e whole test by boys and g irls 
for each mental age 

Mental Ages 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
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c11art V . Median scores in percentage of correct responses to total test for 

each mental age of boys and g irls. 
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These data necessitate a slight revision of the interpretation of 
Table 8 and Chart IV. There it was stated that the chief increment 
in ability to lmdcrstand the precepts and parables of Jesus begins 
with mental age eleven and ends at thirteen. This is true for girls, 
but for boys the rather large and even increment occurs from eleven 
to sixteen. 

The problem of determining the years of greatest increment is 
still further complicated by a reta bulation of the data as to sex in 
terms of chronological instead of mental age. The results of this 
analysis are shown in Chart VI. Contrary to the data of Chart V, 
Chart VI places the increment for girls between eleven and twelve 
and for boys between twelve and thirteen. In both cases the in-
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crements between chronological ages eleYen and twelve for girls 
and twelve and thirteen for boys are about one-third of the total 
increase for all ages. 

THE I N FLUEN CE OF RELIGIOUS TRAINING 

In connection with the administration of the test on the sayings 
of J esus each child filled out a card stating his church membership 
and the regularity and duration of his attendance at Sunday school 
and church. The child also gave the corresponding facts in regard 
to his parents. The information secured ,vas carefully checked by 
two pastors and a Sunday school superintendent. The evidence 
was sufficient that the children had been on the whole truthful and 
accurate in their report. 

The info rmation thus gathered was arranged into four classes 
according to regularity of attendance: those who attended church 
or Sunday school regularly, more than half the time, not often, 
and never. The number of years the pupils had attended Sunday 
school or church was also taken into consideration in fi guring the 
scores. However, this did not appreciably affect the scoring since 
regularity of attendance was constant in nearly all cases, i.e., pupils 
had attended regularly, more than half the time, not often, or never 
since they were old enough to begin. 

The data on church membership were found to be too limited to 
warrant drawing of any definite conclusions. It was difficult to 
determine what constituted church membership for the children. 
Some considered early baptism as equivalent to membership and 
others probationary relationship . 

Nothing was done with the information dealing with the de­
nomination to which pupil and parent belonged since so many 
uncertain factors had to be considered. In many cases parents 
were members of a denomination other than the one which they 
attended. Furthermore, it was revealed that more than 50 per cent 
of the parents ,vere not members of any church. For these reasons 
the number of those who were members of and attended any one 
denomination was so reduced that the information would not be 
reliable. Therefore the scoring was based only on the regularity 
and duration of attendance. Since importance lies in the attend­
ance upon the services of a church rather than in mere member­
ship, it is believed that nothing of much significance has been omit­
ted from the scoring. 
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Table 10 
P ercentage of pupils and of parents according to regularity of 

attendance at Sunday school and church 

Groups 
Sunday School-pupil 

Church-pupil 
Sunday School-mother 

Church-mother 
Sunday School-father 

Church-father 

100 

Regularly 
4!) 
24 
2G 
25 
17 
18 

More than 
half the t ime 

32 
30 
20 
24 
11 
17 

Not often 
17 
41 
40 
4il 
42 
42 

Never 
2 
5 

14 

8 
30 
30 
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Chart VII. Curves showing tho effect of regularity of pupil 's attendance 
at Sunday school upon his comprehension of the sayings of Jesus (see 'I'able 
9). 
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Table 10 shows what percentage of the 637 pupils and what per­
centage of their mothers and fath~rs att ended Sunday school and 
church regularly, more than half the time, not often, and never. 
As an illustration of how to interpret Table 10, see the scores after 
the group Sunday school pupil. This means that 49 per cent of 
the 637 pupils attended Sunday school r egularly; 32 per cent more 
than half the time ; 17 per cent not often; and 2 per cent never 
attended. The data for the five other groups are interpreted in 
the same manner. 

Table 11 shows the median scores in percentage of correct re­
sponses to the total test for each of the mental ages and for each 

Table 11 

Median scores in percentage of con cct responses for each mental age and for 
each degree of regulm·ity of attendance of pupils and 

parents at Sunday school and church 
Regularity of Mental Ages 
At tendance 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Regularly 
Sunday School Attendance-Pupil 
48 54 60 64 76 86 92 92 98 

More t han 
half the time 49 51 60 62 76 86 92 99 99 

Not oft en and neyer 42 51 62 61 78 86 92 94 9!) 
Church Attendance-Pupil 

Regularly 49 49 60 63 75 84 91 94 99 
More than 

half the time 51 53 59 63 76 86 90 93 9!) 
Not often and never 4j 56 69 63 76 87 !)4 96 97 

Sunday School Attendance-Mother 
Regularly 51 56 60 62 75 83 92 !)4 97 
More than 

half the time 51 56 59 62 80 86 91 94 100 
Not often 42 54 60 64 77 86 93 95 99 
Never 42 56 59 64 78 86 94 96 99 

Church Attendance-Mother 
Regularly 48 54 60 64 77 84 92 92 99 
More than 

half the time 51 51 59 61 80 83 !ll 94 99 
Not often ancl never 42 53 60 6-1 78 86 92 96 99 

Sunclay School Attcndance--Father 
Regularly 51 58 59 G2 75 86 91 96 99 
More than 

half the time 51 52 58 60 80 83 93 93 97 
Not often 42 52 60 64 74 84 92 94 100 
Never 42 53 60 62 74 84 93 96 99 

Church Attendance-Father 
Regularly 49 56 60 63 76 83 90 !)4 100 
More than 

half the time 51 59 59 62 76 81 94 9± 97 
Not often 42 52 60 62 74 85 92 94 100 
Never 45 53 60 64 75 84 92 94 99 
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degree of regularity of attendance of pupils and parents at Sunday 
school and church. In some cases there were not enough pupils 
who never attended Sunday school and church or not enough 
mothers who never attended church, to permit a computation of 
the median scores for each of the mental ages. In these cases those 
who never attended were combined with those who not often at­
tended and placed under the heading "Never." 

Charts VII to XII present the data of Table 11 in graphic form. 
For the sake of simplicity only the curves for children attending 
Sunday school regularly and those attending not often or never 
are presented. If data from the remainder of the table were to be 
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graphed the forms of the cun-cs w uld show substantially the same 
pictures as in the six here presented. These charts clearly reveal 
the fact that Sunday school and church attendance do not con­
sistently influence the development of ability to interpret Biblical 
literature such as is presented in these tests. Viewed from all the 
angles suggested in Table 11, attendance seems to be of little con­
sequence as regards development of ability to understand the Ray­
ings of Jesus. The boy or girl who seldom or never goes to church 
or Sunday school and whose parents seldom attend church services 
understands the sayings of Jesus as well as children who haYc been 
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subjected to wh at is generdly considered more fcwora ble training 
- the a ttendance at church and Sunday school. That this deduction 
is well founded can hardly be denied because of tho striking agree­
ment of the data in the different sections of Table 11. 

How is this fact that comprehension does not seem to depend upon 
religious trainin g to be explained ? It must be confessed that ther e 
are no facts arni!able at this point to account fo r it. On theoretical 
grounds the immediate supposition might be that these conditions 
are explained in terms of poor r eligious pedagogy-that Sunday 
school teachers are poorly t ra ined, that the emphasis has been placed 
upon memory work and not upon interpre tution of subj ect matter, 
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that the content of the curriculum has been poorly graded and th e 
like. Observation of the processes of religious education might 
seem to justify such a conclusion. 

The question of the lack of impro\·ement of comprehension on 
the part of pupils who have enjoyed attendance of Sunday school 
and church is a problem that needs fu rther r esear ch. It is a much 
involved question. A possible cause of the lack of improvement 
is the stubborn way in which certain processes seem to hold to their 
trend clue to biological pr edisposition . This fa ct has been noticed 
in the study of like and unlike twins and in the studies made on 
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the "futility of the spelling grind" by Dr. E. lVI. R ice and others. 
These fa talities which move on, irrespective of training, have been 
designated by H. H. Donaldson as processes of " inner ripening." 
It is possible that the question of comprehension of the sayings of 
J esus is closely linked with the intellectual ability in general. The 
high correlation between the comprehension score and mental age 
and the low correlation between religious training and comprehen­
sion lends strong support to this theoretical consideration. 

The preceding tables furnish an inter esting index of reliability 
of data. This problem will be considered in the following chapter. 
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c11art XII. Curves showing effect of regularity of pupil 's father's attend­
ance at church upon his comprehension of the sayings of Jesus (see Table 9) . 
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At this point, however, it should be noticed that no matter into 
what two-fold divisions the pupils•are shuffled, the resulting curves 
show almost identical eccentricities. A better index of the trust­
worthiness of the data and of the procedure could hardly be found. 



CHAPTER IV 

THE MEASUREMENT OF C01IPREHENSION 
DIFFICULTY 

THE PROBLEM 

The present chapter is concerned with the major problem of this 
research, that of determining the extent to which the methods used 
succeeded or failed in measuring the comprehension difficulty of 
the precepts and parables. Both correct and incorrect statements 
were made after each parable and precept, and in the scoring the 
pupil was credited with understanding their meaning if he checked 

The percentages of correct responses to the correct statements. 
each precept and parable haYc already been pl'csented in Tables 
2, 3, 4 and 6 (pages 14, 15 and 17 ). 

By means of correlations two checks were made upon the re-
liability of the results of these tables: first, the consistency with 
which each part gives the same result for consecutive mental ages; 
and second, the agreement which exists in the order in which Parts 
I, III and V arrange the same group of precepts. 

RELIADILITY OF EACH PAR'l' 

For the purpose of roughly determining the consistency with 
which any one part measured comprehension difficulty, the per­
centage of correct responses by children of eight years mental a~e 
was correlated against the pel'centage of correct responses by clul­
dren of nine years mental age. Thus for Part I (sec Table 2, page 
14) 49 per cent was paired with 71 per cent, 37 per cent with 37 
per cent, 56 per cent with 46 per cent, and so on for the eighteen 
precepts. Similarly the percentages of correct response by nine­
year-olds were correlated with ten-year-olds, and ten with eleven, 
eleven with twelve, etc. Table 12 presents the results of this method 
of analysis for all parts of the test. Because of the limited number 
of precepts Spearman's (5 ) rank method of calculating correlations 

was used. 
P arts II and IV contain four parables each. These are too few 

in number for each part, or both together, to make the correlations 
upon the basis of the individual parables. Therefore Parts II and 
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Table 12 

Correlations between the percentage of right responses for adjacent mental 
ages of Parts I, III, and V of the test and for 

Parts II and IV combined 
Mental Mental 

Age Part r PE Ago Part r PE 

8 YS 9 I .654 .091 12 YS 13 I .916 .026 
III .931 .021 III .960 .013 

V .724 .076 V .908 .028 
II-IV .841 .032 II-IV .926 .016 

9 vs 10 I .693 .083 13 YS 14 I .936 .020 
III .951 .015 III .947 .016 

V .821 .052 V .830 .050 
II-IV .868 .027 II-IV .894 .022 

10 YS 11 I .840 .047 14 VS 15 I .955 .014 
III .902 .030 III .969 .010 

V .903 .029 V .779 .063 
II-IV .970 .006 II-IV .782 .045 

11 YS 12 I .917 .025 15 -s 16 I .952 .015 
III .895 .032 III .942 .018 

V .871 .038 V .627 .098 
II-IV .888 .023 II-IV .650 .083 

IV were combined and correlations were calculated from the scores 
of the individual questions after the parables, thirty-five in number. 
( See Table 6, page 17). 

These are a remarkably consistent and high group of correlations. 
In only seven cases out of thirty-two is the correlation below .800. 
It is clear from these results that the test was not loosely thrown 
together and that whatever ideas, meanings, points of view, and 
teachings are expressed are measured with a high degree of con­
sistency for all the mental ages in the case of both the parables and 
the precepts. 

IK'l'ERCORRELA'l'ION OF PARTS 

Parts I , III, and V contain the same group of eighteen precepts. 
This permits three different checks upon the same material. In 
this way we are able to determine whether or not the three parts 
agree in the order in which they would arrange the precepts. The 
correlations of each part against the others are presented in Table 
13. 

In the eighth year mental age Part I correlates .463 with Part 
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Table 13 

CoHelations between the percentage of right responses for all combinations of 
Parts I , III, and V of the test for each mental age 

Mental Mental 
Age P arts r PE Age Parts r PE 

8 I vs III .463 .1 25 12 I vs III .461 .125 

I VS V .280 .146 I vs V -.694 .082 

III vs V -.087 .158 III vs V -.172 .154 

9 I vs III .355 .139 13 I vs III .363 .138 

I VS V -.175 .154 I vs V -.515 .117 

III vs V -.442 .128 III vs V -.272 .147 

10 I vs III .139 .157 14 I vs III .386 .135 

I vs V -.212 .152 I vs V -.416 .131 

III vs V -.401 .133 III vs V -.272 .147 

11 I vs III .457 .126 15 I vs III .449 .127 

I VS V -.186 .154 I vs V - .378 .136 

III vs V -.317 .143 III vs V -.271 .147 

16 I vs III .468 .124 
I vs V .205 .152 

III vs V .250 .149 

III and .280 with Part V, whi.le Part III correlates -.087 with Part 
V. The average of the twenty-seven correlations is .048. There are, 
however, certain constancies within the twenty-seven. Part I with 
P art III consistently gives positive results, the average of the nine 
correlations being .393 with a probable error of .134. This approxi­
mates statistical significance and indicates that to some extent Parts 
I and III measure the same thing. Part I with P art V and Part 
III with V give consistently negative correlations, the average be­
ing - .232 and - .209. 

Part V is much more difficult than Parts I and III which may 
account, to some extent, for the lack of correlation of Parts I and 
III with V. To illustrate this difference, the percentage of right 
responses at year eight for P art I was 50 per cent, for Part V was 
20 per cent. At year twelve Part I was 76 per cent correct, and 
Part V 46 per cent. P art V was clearly beyond the ability of chil­
dren of the earlier years. 

The chief problem, however , centers in the nature of the questions 
asked. The responses of the pupils were made to a total situation 
made up in part of precept difficulty and in part of question dif-
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ficulty. Since the precepts were the same for the three parts the 
lack of any Yery significant agreement in the results must be due 
to the varying degree of difficulty of the questions and statements 
of examination. This difficulty was realized at the outset and an 
effort was made to control it. At no time, however , did the problem 
loom so large in the construction of the test as it has in the results. 
It is clear that questions for a single examination may be so con­
structed as to give consistent results for all ages. However, when 
a different set of questions is used new elements may be introduced 
into the situation which may cause the one being examined to see 
the meaning of the precept in a new light and consequently make 
a difference in the results. 

A star gazer may get the same picture of the moon when he looks 
at it through two different telescopes. But this will occur only 
when the two inst ruments are so constructed as to give the same 
picture. A marksman may achieve the same results when usino­
two different guns to shoot at a target provided these are equall; 
perfect in their mechanical construction. Different results will 
follow, however, if either the star gazer or the marksman use in­
struments that are differently constructed. 

The problem becomes especially difficult when dealing with 
material so general and abstract in nature as precepts. The pre­
cepts of J esus are basic sta tements of moral and relio·ious tcachino-

. ~ 0 

with often more than one slant. To measure a child 's thinking on 
one of these precepts in such a way as to be abl e to say that he docs 
or does not comprehend its true meaning is somewhat like trying 
to get him to see the four sides of a house at one glance. A look 
from a slightly different angle may give it a different appearance. 

CoNCRE'rE AN D AnsTRACT THINKING 

For the sake of distinguishing between two different kinds of 
material we shall use the terms "concrete" and "abstract." This 
difference is apparent both in the questions and in the basic material 
of three of the parables, '' The Two Foundations, '' '' The Sower,'' 
and "The Good Samaritan." 

Five questions were asked following the story of '' The Two 
Foundations. '' The first two were concrete and the others abstract. 
T_o the concrete questions three-fourths of the pupils at mental age 
mne gave correct answers, and to the abstract questions at mental 
ages twelve and thirteen. They were able to see why sand is not 
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the material, offering criticisms and suggesting revisions until the 

final form was developed. . 
Both parts of the test were given to 128 p~blic school pupils 

ranging from grades five to eight. Part I was given fir~t a1~d Par: 
II two weeks later. The writer conducted the exammation for 
each group. There were not enough cases to permit a study of the 
results for each grade so they were all throw11 together. 

The percentao·es of rio·ht response for the 128 cases for each of o o . 
the parts are given in Table 14. It is evident that after an mspec-
tion of columns two and three the percentages of correct responses 
to the two parts of the test are quite comparable as a measure of 

Table 14 
Percentage of pupils making correct rnsponses to P_arts I and II of the revised 

t est ( 128 pupils, grades 5 to 8 mclus1ve) 
Total Order of 

P ercentage cor- P ercentage cor- average ascending 

Precept rect in Part I rect in Part II success difficulty 

66 62 64 16 
1 

78 80 79 1 
2 

54 65 59.5 19 
3 

74 77 75.5 4 
4 

69 75 72 8 
5 

64 68 66 13 
6 

64 61 62.5 17 
7 

64 75 65.5 14.5 
8 

63 40 51.5 23 
9 

63 61 62 18 
10 

65.5 14.5 
11 53 76 

67 84 75.5 4 
12 

73 72 72.5 7 
13 

62 75 68.5 11 
14 

66.5 12 59 74 15 
56 22 

16 43 69 

55 41 48 25 
17 

59 20 
18 51 67 

69 70 69.5 10 
19 

73 78 75.5 4 
20 

75 81 78 2 
21 

55 45 50 24 
22 

57 21 59 55 23 
70 9 69 71 24 6 

25 70 79 74.5 
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the similarities. The scores of P art I were correlated against those 
of Part II by Spearman 's rank method of calculating correlations. 
Thus 67 per cent was paired with 62 per cent, 78 per cent with 80 
per cent, 54 per cent with 65 per cent, 77 per cent with 74 per cent 
and so on for each of the twenty-fo-c precepts. The correlation was 
found to be .61 with a probable er ror of .084. This correlation in­
dicates that these t,rn parts agree reasonably well in measuring the 
same thing. 

This second inquiry lends weight to the findings of the original 
study. The conclusion is warranted that the precepts can be ar­
ranged in the order of comparative difficulty from one to twenty­
five with a fair degree of accuracy. 

The value of this study is largely in determinin g a technique. 
The actual arrangement of the precepts and parables in a religious 
education curriculum must follow a far more extended research 
involving a larger numbr _. and variety of children. As an item 
of curious interest in anticipation of such a research, columns four 
and five are added to Table 14. Column four represents the aver­
age success of comprehension in the two parts of the test. Column 
five presents the comparative difficulty of the several precepts. The 
item showing the highest percentage of right response, that is, num­
ber two, '' If you love God keep His commandment,'' is assigned 
number one in column five. The precepts rank progressively clown 
to the most difficult of all, that is, to item seventeen, "Watch and 
pray that ye enter not into t emptation,'' which won the assignment 
number twenty-five. 

Insofar as this study is trustworthy in establishing a ranked 
scale of difficulty it furnishes a basis for placing the material of 
religious instruction through the range of yea rs from the earlier 
to the later. No course of study in religious education that has 
been so far examined seems to pay respect to relative difficulty of 
comprehension as determined by experimental data. It is hoped 
that this study will furnish some impetus in that direction. 



CONCLUSIONS 

1. A review of the literature of religious education curriculums 
reveals that Yery few attempts haye been made to determine the 
comprehension difficulty of subject matter from a scientific view­
point. Materials have been placed at various ages in the different 
courses of study for religious education with little or no evidences 
that the placing has experimental justification. 

2. Vve have been able to establish the fact that a trustworthy 
device for the measure of comprehension ability can be constructed. 
"\Vith the correlation coefficient between mental age and compre­
hension standing at about .78 with a probable error oE .01, and the 
correlation between two methods of measure of comprehension of 
the same sayings and parables being .61 with a probable error of 
.08 and with the correlations between the like responses of adjacent 
ages running at about .8, it is evident that the test here presented 
is reasonably reliable. 

3. Children between mental ages 8-16 can respond successfully 
to triple and quadruple choice methods of testing while multiple 
pairing as in part five of the test is clearly beyond their ability. 

4. Insofar as comprehension difficulty alone is a guide to ability 
there is a danger in using the sayings and parables at too early an 
age. There is a low score on comprehension ability during the 
earliest years through which the test was run. At age eight it is 
only 43 per cent but rises rapidly to 94 per cent of comprehension 
at age sixteen. 

5. Contrary to what might have been anticipated, the precepts 
prove more difficult of understanding at all mental ages than do 
the parables. 

6. This study furnishes a basis for arranging the precepts in 
a religious education curriculum in the order of comparative ascend­
ing difficulty and of placing them at the earliest possible point of 
fairly high comprehensibility. The exact placing· by years of the 
instance study would be a topic for a far more extended research. 

7. Concrete material is understood about two or more years 
earlier than is that of a more abstract nature. The parable of "The 
Good Samaritan'' is understood more than five years earlier than 
is the parable of '' The Sower.'' 
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8. There is little improvement in comprehension between the 
years of eight to eleven and between thirteen and sixteen. The 
period of greatest increase is between the years eleven and thirteen. 
This fact furnishes an interesting bit of justification of the 6-6 
arrangement of the curriculum and indicates the mental age at 
which one can stress a little more the subject matter involving in­
sight and appreciation. 

9. Comprehension is relatively independent of certain environ­
mental factors that are supposed to be important in religions edu­
cation. Regularity of attendance at Sunday school and church of 
both pupils and parents makes no difference in the pupils' score. 
The strange consistency with which the eleven to thirteen increment 
in comprehension and other aspects of a growth curve repeat them­
selves in all the different combinations of cases would seem to in­
dicate that the eccentricities of the curve are a function of internal 
ripening of native ability. 

10. The girls have a small but consistent advantage over the 
boys in the comprehension test except for the 9-10-16 years. When 
the scores for boys and girls are considered separately on the basis 
of chronological age as against mental age, the marked increment 
in development for the girls occurs between eleYen and twelve and 
for the boys between twelve and thirteen. It would thus appear 
that the difference in comprehension of the preadolescent age of 
the sexes is only about one year. Recurring to the question of the 
junior high school age increment when the sexes are separately 
considered the increase during the single year is about one-third 
of the total increase for all the other years. 
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APPENDIX I 

Church and Simday School Attendance I nformation Card 

Name ......................................................... .......................... .............................................. . 

Does pupil attend Sunday school regularly ......... .. .......................................... ............ . 

more than half the time ........................ not often ........................ never.. ................... . 

H ow many years has pupil attended Sunday school.. .................. ............................. . 

I s pupil a church member .............. 0£ what church ....................................................... . 

Does pupil attend church regularly ............................................................................... . 

more than half the time ........................ not often ........................ never ..................... . 

Is pupil's father church member .............. of what church ........................................... . 

Does pupil 's father attend church regularly .......... .. ......................... .. .. ...... ................ . 

more than half the time ........................ not often ...................... never ..................... . 

I s pupil 's mother church member .............. 0£ what church ......................................... . 

Does pupil 's mother attend church regularly ........................................... .. .. .............. . 

more than half the time ........................ not oft en ........................ never ................... .. . 

Does pupil 's father attend Sunday school regularly ................................................. . 

more than half the time ........................ not often ........................ never ..................... . 

Does pupil's mother attend Sunday school reguJarly ............................................... . 

more than half the time ........................ not often .................... .. .. never ..................... . 
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APPENDIX II 

A COMPREHENSION TEST ON THE SA YIN GS OF JESUS 

Constructeu by S. P . FRANKLIN 

Name ................ .................... ......... ..... ........................ Date ................................. . 19 ..... . 
F irst name Last name Mon th Day Year 

Boy or girl... ....................... .. Age last birthday .............. ...... Gi-ade ..... .. ...................... . 

Name of City .......................................... Name of school ......................................... . 

Do you attend Sunday school 1 ............ Sunday school of what church L ...... ......... . 

Years of attendance .......... Name of Sunday school teacher ..................................... . 

This is a t est to see how well you understand the sayings of J esus. Them 
are five parts to it. DO NOT RUSH. WORK CAREFULLY. You will be 
given all t he time you need to finish each part. L ook at the bottom of each 
page and you will find t he meaning of the hard words on that page. 

PART I 

DIRECTIONS: Und~r each of the following sayings you will find three 
answers. Read each saymg careful ly and make a cross before the best answer 
as shown in the SAMPLE. 

It is more blessed to give tban to receive, mca.ns 

Sample : 
1. We should give a.way everything we have. 

X 2. There is more joy in giving than in r eceiving. 
3. We should never accept gifts from others. 

1. If you love God keep His co=andments, means 

1. God's children never break His commandments. 
2. To love God is to do what He tells us to do. 
3. God is not interested in us when we disobey Him. 

2. Men's characters are known by their deeds, means 

1. What we are is shown by what we do. 
2. We should always advertise our deeds. 
3. Men 's deeds are always good. 

3. Love your enemies; do good to t hose wbo hate you, means 

1. We should do what our enemies want us to do. 
2. We should love only our enemies. 
3. We should help those who harm us. 

M eaning of words iised above 

commandments ...... ..... .1a ws 
chara cters ....... .. ... ........ what we are 
decds ........................•... our acts 

advcr tise ................ ... ... to tell others 
harm ... ................... .. .... to injure c•r hurt 

46 

COMPREHENSION OF THE SAYINGS OF J ESUS 47 

4. Do unt o others as you would hav e them do unt o you, means 
1. vVe sh oul<l always t reat others as they treat us. 
2. Treat people as you like to have them treat you. 
3. " ' e should always do what others ask us to do. 

5. To whom much is given much will be r equired, means 
1. Only those wh o h ave much should giv e. 
2. Every one should serve acconling to hi s a.bility. 
3. 'The rich a rc ahrnys more willing to help than the poor. 

6. He who does not t ak e up his cross and come after me cannot be my 
disciple, means 

1. A follower of God can not be happy. 
2. Those who have the hardest t ime do most for Goel. 
3. A follower of God must be willing to sacrifice for Him. 

7. Blessed are the peacemakers; f or they shall be called the children of 
God, means 

1. One who makes peace is a child of God. 
2. Those who make peace arc lov ed by everybody. 
3. There will always be tTOubl e in the world. 

8. What will it profit a man t o gain the whole world and lose his own soul, 
means 

1. Thi s world is not a good place to live in. 
2. A man's life is of more value than his riches. 
3. Blessin gs do not come from riches. 

9. Judge not that you be not judged, means 
l. Our opini on of others is always wrong. 
2. 'iVc should never have thoughts about other people. 
3. Don't find fault with others lest they find fault with you. 

10. Seek first to do God 's will and your needs will be added unto you, 
means 

1. God wants Hi s children to have no t h ought of the future. 
2. Those who do Goel 's will do not have to work hard. 
3. God's blessings come to those who seek to do the r ight. 

11. No man can serve two masters, because 
1. H e cannot be faithfu l t o both of t hem. 
2. Both of them will not want him. 
3. It is hard enough to serve one master. 

12. Blessed are the merciful ; fo r they shall receive mercy, means 
1. Be merciful only to those who are rn;irciful to you. 
2. If we show mercy we shall receive mercy. 
3. If we arc kind to others they will al~·ays do ~·hat we say. 

13. He that humbles himself shall be exalted, means 
1. Humble people should do everything others ask them to do. 
2. God will honor those who arc willing to serve others. 
3. P eople who are humble never make good leaders. 

M eaning of words iised above 
r equ ircd ................. expected or demanded of 
abi li ty ......... ..... ..... -wha.t one can do 
cross ..... ... ............. -burdens, troubles 
di sciple ........... ....... a foll ower of J esus 
sn.cr ifi ce ............... ... to bear hardships 
blessed .... ----------··· ··happy 
profit .....................• help or benefit 

judge ................ .. .... to decide what kind of a 
person another is 

opinion .... ............ ... what one thinks of another 
masters ....... ........... those w hom we must mind 
humbles ............. _ ... not to put one's self 

above others 
exalted ..... .............. praised or lif ted u p 
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14. If the bHnd lead the blind both will fall into the ditch, means 
1. Blind people should never walk together. 
2. ·The bli ncl should stay away from ditches. 
3. The ignorant should be led by t hose who know. 

15. Since you have done good to others you have done good to God, means 
1. Th e good we clo for others we clo fo r God. 
2. We should no t help those whJ do not love Goel. 
3. Goel is not interested in what we do for ourselves. 

16. Men love davkness rather than light because their deeds are evil, means 
1. Darkness is for t he purpose of h iding evil deeds. 
2. 1\Icn seek to hide thei r evi l actions. 
3. All evil deeds arc done in the dark. 

17. Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Heavenly Father, means 

1. When you do a good deed tell others about it. 
2. Do good that others may praise you. 
3. Live so t hat others may see God in your life. 

18. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake; for theirs 
is the Kingdom of Heaven, means 

1. Those who suffer for doing the righ t receive God '.s blessings. 
2. We arc always persecuted for doing th e right. 
3. All persecution is helpful. 

PART II 

DIRECTIONS: This part is composed of four stories. Following each 
story arc some statements concerning that story. Read each statement care· 
fully and make a cross before the best answer as you did in PART I. Read 
each story more than once i f you need to in order to answer each question 
correctly. 

THE WIDOW'S MITE 

One day Jesus wa s sit ting in the Temple watching t he people dropping 
their money into the treasury. Many rich people were putting in large 
sums. A poor widow came up and dropped in a penny. J esus called H is 
di sciples to Him and said, "I tell you that this poor widow ha s put in mor e 
than a ll t hese others who have been putting mon ey into the treasury. For 
they all gave of what they had to spare but she in h er want has put in 
everything she possessed, aJl she had to live on.'' 

1. This story shows that the greatest gifts to God come from those who 
1. Give the largest amount. 
2. Sacrifice the most. 
3. Are widows. 

M eaning of words used above 

evil.. ........ ......... bad, sinful 
ignorant ........ .. - ~hose who do not know 
deeds _________ 1ur acts 
g]ori fy .............. to pr aise 
blessed .. ............ happy 
persecuted ........ punished unjustly 
righteousness.-goodness 

Kingdom of H eaven .place of greatest happiness 
Temple .... .................. place of worship, a church 
treasury .. .. ........ .. ...... where people put money 

they gave to the church 
disciple ...................... a follower of Jesus 
sacrifice .................. .. . to give away what one needs 
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THE TWO FOUNDATIONS 

E very one who hea rs the words of J ~sus and does .them shall be like a 
wi se man who built his hou se upon a rock; anrl t he ram fell and the floods 
came, and t he wind blew ant1 beat upon that house; :incl it fe ll not; for it 
was fo un ded upon a rock. And every one who hea rs tho words of J esus 
and does them not, shall be like t ho foolish man, who built ~i s house upon 
the sand; ancl the rain fe ll and the flood s came, and tho wmds blew and 
beat upon that house; a ncl it fe ll; and great was the fall thereof. 

1. Sand is not good to build a house upon b ecause 
1. It is ugly . 
2. It shifts easily. 
3. It is ha rd to get. 

2. Rock is a good foundation for a house because 
1. It looks well. 
2. It is heavy. 
3. It is st rong and lasting. 

3. In this story what does the sand represent in our lives? 
1. Bad deeds. 
2. Our ch ilcl hoocl experiences. 
3. ·The vrny oth ers talk about us. 

4. In this story what does the rock represent in our lives? 
1. Tho hard times we h ave·. 
2. Good thought s and deeds. 
3. What others think of us. 

5. In this story what do the rains, floods and winds represent in our lives? 
1. Exciting experiences. 
2. Temptations and hardships. 
3. The climate we liv e in. 

THE RICH 1\IAN 

A certain rich man's land produced much. And he said to him self, "What 
am I going to do, for I have no where to store my crops'/" The~ he said, 
"This is what I will do : I will tear down my old ba rn s and butld larger 
ones and in them I will sto re all my grain and my goods. Then I wi ll say 
to rn'yself "You have g reat "·cnlth Gtorecl up for years to come. Now take 
your easd; cat, dr~nk and cn_joy .you~sclf!" Bu~ Goel . said to him , "You 
fool! This very mght you will die . Then \Yho will have all that you have 
saved'/'' 

1. The man in this story was foolish because he 

1. R aised so many crops. 
2. Neglected his duty to God. 
3. Tore down hi s old barns a nd built new ones. 

M eaning of words i1sed above 

flood.s ... .. ...... ...... .. .. ....... overflowi~1g waters 
shifts ............ ........ . ... .... moves, slides 
represent ........ . .. --•·-·····st~nd for 
expcrienccs ...... .. .... ....... thrn gs that we do 

tem ptations ............ . ..... cnl1s to do "·rong 
prod uced ...................... to grow crops 
wealth ...... . .. .... ......... .... ri ches, possessions 
n eglected ...................... failcd to take care of 
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THE SOWER 

A so'l"l"c r went out to sow, and as h e 1\·as sowing, some of the seed fell 
upon the bnrd pnths ancl the birds cnme nncl ate it up. And some fe ll on 
rncky g-rounc1 where there wns not much soil and it sprang up at on ce, b e· 
causo the soil wa s not deep; but when the sun came up it was scorched an d 
1\·ith c rcd up because i t harl no root. And some of it fell among thorns and 
weeds an<1 they grew up all(] choked it out. And some of it fell upon good 
soil and brought forth much fruit. (Explsnation ). In our lives the clif­
fc,· e nt kinrls of soil st:rnd for different kin cls of h earts; an(l the seed is t h e 
'l'ruth or the vVon1 of God which is planted in these hearts. 

1. In this story people who have hearts like ''hard paths'' are those who 

2. 

3. 

4. 

1. 1Vill not a ccept the truth. 
2. Arc st rong arnl stancl against evil. 
:J. Have hanl work to do. 

In this story people who have hearts like ' 'rocky ground '' are those 
who 

1. 
2. 
3. 

Build their ]ins on a sofal foundation. 
Always talk about their hard tim e3. 
Start well in life bu t do not remain faithful. 

In this story people who have hearts like ' 'thorny and weedy gronnd ' ' 
are those who 

1. Have more than they can do. 
2. L et tho evil in their lives drive out tho good. 
3. Do tho best they know how. 

In this story p eople who have hearts 
who 

1. 
2. 
3. 

Never make any mistalrns. 
Accept the truth anrl live it. 
Do not need h elp from others. 

PART III 

like the '' good soil ' ' are those 

DIREC'l'IONS: Follo1'·ing arc some things that Jesus said. Each saying 
has throe different en<lings. Road each saying carefully and draw a line 
under the worcl o r phrase at th e end, which gi vcs tho saying its ri ght mean­
ing, as sho,rn in the frnrnplc below. 

SAMPLE: A quitter never wins, means that if we succeed 
hind er other p eople. 

we must quit " ·hen we feel like it. 
stick to t h e job. 

1. If you love God k eep His commandments, means that our love for God 

2. 

is 

sho,Yn in tho T>a.y we 
receive Hi s blessi ngs. 
do what H o says. 
kn ow His commandm ents. 

Men 's characters are known by their deeds, means that people judge 
friends. 

what wo are by our education. 
actions. 
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3. Love your enemies; do good to those who hate you, means that 
be kin cl to those 1\·hc, woulc, hmt us. 

w e should chum "-ith those who 1\·ould harm us. 
seek the advice of those 11·ho hate us. 

4. Do unto others as you would have them do unto you, mean s that if you 
ask them to be kind to you. 

want others to be l,iml to you let them alonr. 
do good to them. 

5. To whom much is given much will be required, moans that God expects 
gi,·o tho most . 

G. 

7. 

8. 

the most scn ·icc fro m those who ha,·o the most. 
live the longest. 

He who does not take up his cross and. come after me cannot be my 
disciple 

means that if wo fo llow God 
we mus t be T>illing to 

bear hnnl ships. 
JOYO Olli" friends. 
r eceive God's blcssi ng. 

Blessed are the peacemakers; for they sh all be called the children of 
God 

means that 
those who 

lead others will be cnlle cl God's chi ldren. 
give to their friends 1\·il! be called Goel 's children . 
settle trouble will be callell God's children. 

What will it profit a man to gain the whole world and lose his own soul, 

means that our money will 
profit us nothing if \YC 

put it in the bank. 
do not love Goll. 
make a large amount of it. 

9. .Judge not that you be not judged , means that we shall not judge 
think t hat we arc ri ght. 

others lest they find fault with us . 
1may not h ave any faults. 

10. Seek first to do God's will and your needs will b e added unto you, means 
care for us if we follow Him. 

that Goel. will gi,·c u s all wo want if we fo ll ow Hirn. 
not ask us to work hard if we fo llow Him. 

11. No man can serve two masters means that you cannot ,be 
old people and young people. 

a foll ower of both men and money. 
the right and the wrong. 

M eaning of iuorcls 11scd above 

hnrm .... ................. . h urt, j njuro 
advice ......... .. .......... wh~t othe1·s tell you to do 

blcsscd ................... h appy 
profiL .................... hclp, be nefi t 

cross . ..... __________ _____ ))u rdens, hn rd s hips jud!;C' ---····--··--- -· ··----tO decide whnt kind of 
rcqulrcd ...... ... ........ expccLcd, dem anded of 
di sciplc .......... .....•... a follower of J esus 

a p~n;on another is 
masters .............. .. .. those whom we must mind 
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12. Blessed are the merciful; for they shall receive mercy, means that if 
be kind to us. 

we arc good to others they will do what we say. 
want our money. 

13. He tb,at humbles himself sh all be exalted, means that others will 
do what they say. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

honor you if you think not too highly of yourself. 
are well cclucatccl. 

If the blind lead the blind both will fall into the ditch, means t hat 
those who do not know 

live with them. 
should be led by those wh o like to lead 

arc wise. 

Since you have done good to others you have done good to God, means 
that 

we are serving Goel when we 
work for our living. 

h 0lp our neighbor. 
do everything that others ask us to do. 

Men love darkness rather than light because their deeds are evil, means 

that those who Joye the wrong seek 
to keep it from bei ng known. 
to Ii vc better Ii vcs. 
to rule over others. 

17. Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Heav-enly F ather, means that work hard. 
we should li ve the kind of life that praise you. 
will cause othc. people to love God. 

18. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake; for theirs 
is the Kingdom of Heaven, means t hat 

ha.Ye a harrl time. 
God's blessing will b e upon those who seek to be persecuted. 

arc punishctl for doing th e right. 

PART IV 

DIRECTIONS: This part is made up of some stori es. After each story 
are some questions about that story. Each question can be answered by 
YES or NO. If a question is a nswered by YES draw a line under YES at 
the encl of the question. If a question is answered by NO draw a line under 
NO at the end of t he question . 

(Now turn over to top of page 8 and look at the SAMPLE) 

Meaning of words 11sed above 

blessed ..... ..........•...........• h n PPY 
humbles- ········----- ··········· not to, })Ht one' s self 

aboYc others 
exa lted ....... ..................... prni sed, li ft.ed up 
eviL ...... ........................ obad , sinfu l 

glorify ______ ....................... praise 
JK.rsecu ted ....................... punished unjust ly 
ri ;;hteou sn ess .... .... ___ ....... good n css 
Kingdom of J-Icavc n ....... place of greatest 

happiness 
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SAMPLE: Docs it say that this test is 1nadc up of some storicsi YES NO 

Docs it say that each question is answered by YES ? YES NO 

Now read the first story carefully and answer each question by under­
linin g either YES or NO. Do not underlin e both YES and NO after any 
question. Unclerlinc on·1y the one that is the r ight answer. When you haYc 
finished the first story Lio the same with each of the other stories. Rca,d 
each story more than once if you need to. 

THE PRODIGAL SON 

A man had two sons. One cl ay the y ounger son ask ed his father for his 
share of the inheritance, as he " -ishcll to tr::ivel to a far co untry. His father 
gave him his shnrc ancl the son left hom e. H e spent hi s money foolishly 
and wasted it in wrong li,·ing. Soon it "·as all used up. '!'here \YHS a famine 
in that country aml it ,ms hard for him to get "·ork to tlo or food to cat. 
H e hired himself ont to a man to care for his pigs, antl he was hungry 
enough to eat par t of what was feel to tbe pigs . One day he thought of 
his old home nncl remrmbered that e,·e n the serva nts there always had 
plenty to eat. I-Io cleciclecl to go back to his fath er anrl ask to be one of 
hi s servants. His father recognizer] him " ·hen he "·as still a long way off 
ancl ran to meet him. The so n criccl out, "rather, I ha,-c done "·rong a nd 
am not worthy to br ~·our son. l\fake me one of your srrYant s." But his 
father forga,-c him the wrong he hall done and instca,l of making hi m one 
of hi s servants, h o onlcrecl a great banquet an<l in,· ited h is neigh bors to 
come and rej oice with hi.m because hi s son who was lost for so long had 
return ed home. 

1. Does this story show that some of God' s children wander 
away from Him? ·---·····----········-----····-·--·-····· ·-···-·····---··•·-···---·-···-·-· ·-·· · YES 0 

2. Does this story show that some people can get along all right 
without God for a while? -·····-·····--···--····-··---···-····--······· ·---··--·····-··-- YES NO 

3. Does this story show that if we are sorry for doing WTOng 
God will forgive us? --------··· ·--······-··-···-··-----·--··-·-·----···------····--···--·-··-- YES NO 

4. Does this story show that God' s children always do His will? YES NO 

5. Does this story show that if we fail once God will not give 
us another chance? ·-···· ·· ·---·----·····-·-·-- ·· ·--·-··-··---··---·· ·· ··--·--·--··-----··---···- YES NO 

6. Does this story show that those who do not follow God have 
a hard time? ----·---··-·- · ·-······----·-···· ·-·---·---·---·-·-·-·· ··--········--· --···· ·----······--- YES NO 

7. Does this story show that it is all right to do wrong if we are 
sorry for it afterward? ---··-••··-·-·•-•····-·-·---··-·-··-·---·- -·----·· ···--···· ····---···· YES NO 

M eaning of worcl.s 11sed above 

prodigal ....... ...................................... 0110 who is wasteful 
inheritance ........................................ h is share of what hi s father had 
famin e ................. .............................. not enough food 
servants .................... .................... ..... hired h e I pers 
r ccognized ................................. ........ kn ew him 
,vorthy ..................... ........................• good enough 
banquct. ................... ... ....... . ......... ..... a big dinner 
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THE SAMARI'r AN 

A certain lawyer asked .Jesus, '' vVn o is my noi o-hbod '' .Jesus answer ed 
by t olling the foll owin g story : " 

' ' A .Jew was trnvolli ng a long tho roa cl when he was attacketl by t hi eves 
w·ho wounde~. him and r obbed him of his clothes and money, lea'ving him 
half dead . . :Eirst th ere cnme a pnest who look ed at him a nd passed by on 
the other s1Je of t he rn,:i,J . 'l'hcn a Levite also ca me and crossed th e rnad 
and we nt on. Finall y a Sama ritan, a man of a nother coun t ry who was 
ha t ed by t he .Jews, came. a ntl when he snw t he woun ded ma n h e f elt sorry 
for hun. H e bound up ]us woun(ls and pla.cing him on hi s own horse, took 
hun to a ho tel and ca.red fo r him. '.Vh en he left he paid the ma n 's expe nses 
a nd ask ed the h~tel•k ecper to care fo r him until h e was well again a nd he 
would pay the bill when ho r otu rn ec1.'' Turning to t ho lawyer .Jesus sa id 
"Which of tho t h ree w·as neighbor to t ho man who fe ll among t hieves? '; 
·The lawyer said, '' 'rho one who helped h im. '' .Jesus said ' ' Go t hou and 
do lik ewise. '' ' 

1. Does this story show that if we find a person in need we 
should let someone else help him? ................ ............. ..... ......... .. ... YES NO 

2. Does this story show t hat we should be fliends t o t hose who 
do not like us? ............. .... .................... ....... ..... ..... ...... .......... ........ ...... YES NO 

3. Does this story show that we should help only those of our 
own country? ........... ... ............... ............... ..... ........ .......... ... .......... .... ..... YES NO 

4. Does this st ory show that i f we find a person in need we should 
t ake care of him ? ......... .......... ... ....................... ....... ... .... ........... ........ YE S NO 

5. Does this st ory show t hat w e should do good t o t hose of an-
other country? ..... .. ~ ..................... ..... ..... ........... ....... .. ...... ......... .... ... ..... YE S NO 

6. Does this story show that w e should have nothing t o do with 
those who hate us? ................ .... .... ....................... .. .......... .... .......... ..... YES NO 

THE P H ARISE E AN D THE P UBLICAN 

Two men went up to t h e T emple to pray ; one was a Phari see a nd the 
other was a P ublican. The Phar isee stoo d up an d ut tere d th is prayer to 
h imself : "0 God, I thank Thee that_ I am not like other men, g reedy, dis· 
honest , or adult erous, like t hat Publ ican. I fast two days in the w eek · I 
pay tithes on everything I get. ' ' But th e P ublica n stood· a t a dista nce ; ncl 
w ould not. even r aise his eyes t o hon,vcn but struck his b reast a nd said : '' O 
Goel, hav e mercy on a sinner like mo!" I tell you, it was t he P ublican who 
w ent b ack to his house with Goel 's blessin g and n ot tho Pha risee. 

1. Does this story show that God will bless us when we pray i f 
we tell Him how good we are? ......... ............... ...... ......... ............... YE S NO 

2. Does this story show that it will do us n o good to pray if we 
feel that we are good enough already? ........................................ YES NO 

3. Does this story show that God will bless us when we pray if 
we feel our need? ................ ... ................... ............................... ......... YES NO 

4. Does this story show that it will do us no good to pray i f we 
ask God t o be merciful to us? · · ··· · ··· ·· ·· · ······ · · ·· ····· · ··· ·• ······-··········· · ··· ··YES . . .. NO 
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THE TALENTS . 
A ma n was goi ng on a journey, a nd b efore leavin g home he call ed h is 

servants and de livered h is money in to their care. To one h e ga ve five 
t alents ; t o an other, two talents; and to a third, one t alent . Then ho wont 
away. The sen-ant who had received fi ve t alents invested them an d gained 
five more. H o that r eceived two ta lents i nvested th em and gained two 
more. But h e that received one ta len t was afraid and h id it in t ho ground. 
When tho mnstor return ocl, t he fi rst sorvnnt sai d to him, "You gave me 
five t alent s a nd I have gain ed five more ." His maste r said, " Well cl one, 
good a nd faithful se rvant. Y ou have been fa ithful with a little, I will 
make you rul er over much.'' The second servant sa ic1 t o his mas t er , ' ' You 
gave me two t alen ts and I have gain ed two more.' ' Tho master likewi se 
said t o him, " Woll clone, good and fa ithf ul servan t. You have been f aith· 
ful with a lit tle, I will mak e you ruler over much . '' The th i rd servant 
brought only tho one talen t ho had received a nd sa icl , "You gave me one 
talen t a nd I ,rns afra id a nd hid it in the gr oun d. " Hi s master scold ed 
him a nd sa icl , " Y ou wick ed servant! If you we re afrn.id to inves t t he 
money you shoul d have put i t in t he bank wher e i t would draw intere st . 
T ak e away his talent and give i t t o him who gained the, five talents." 

1. Does this st ory show that equal amount of service i s expected 
from everyone? ........ ...... ...... .... ........... .......... .. .. ...... .... ..... ...... .... .......... YES NO 

2. Does this story show t h at i f we don ' t use the ability we have 
it will be t aken from us? ................... ... .. .. ....... ...... ....... .................... YES NO 

3. Does this story show that if we are faithful in little things 
God will trust us with gr eat er things? .... ...... ........... ..... ... ... ...... .... YES NO 

4. Does this st ory show that some people are able to do more 
than others? ........ ........... ............................. ........... ..... ............. ... ...... .. YES N O 

5. Does this story show that i f we don 't use what God gives us 
He will let us keep it? .... ............. ............. ............ ........ ..... ........ ....... YES N O 

6. Does this story show that if we fail in the smaller t asks God 
will give us larger ones t o do? ..... .... ..... ........ .... ....... ........... ............ YES NO 

7. Does this story show that the m an with one t alent r eceived 
no reward because his master did n ot love him? ................... ... YES NO 

PART V 

DI RECTIONS: The SAMP LE below shows how this part is work ed. 
Find the st atement that explains each saying a nd put the number of t ha t 
st a t ement in the ( ) b efore the saying . 

SAMPLE: 
Sayings: 

(4) A quit t er never wins. 
( ) It is more blessed to give tha.n to receive. 
( ) Blessed are they that mourn ; for they shall be comforted. 

Staternents explaining sayings : 
1. Th ere is more j oy in giving than in receiving . 
2. If we st a r t well we cannot fai l. 
3. If we mourn, Goel will .:;ornfort us. 
4. One wh o stops t rying never succeeds. 
5. It is pleasant to mourn. 
6. W e sh ould nevn accept gif t s from others. 

(Now begin with Gr oup I at the top of the next page) 

Meaning of words used above 

servants ................ ·-·····-hir ed helpers invested .... .... .. ...... ... ........ used In business 
talen ts ............................. a kind of money ability ..................... ......... what one can do 
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Sayings-Group I 

( ) If you love God keep His commandments. 
( ) Men 's characters are known by their deeds. 
( ) Love your enemies; do good to those who hate you. 

Statements explaining sayings in Group I 

1. Our actions arc ahn1ys right but our thoughts am evil. 
2. Vvc sh ould ah,·ays return good for e,·il. 
3. To Jove God i s to know His commandments . 
4. Our actions speak louder t han our words. 
5. Those who lo,·e their enemies "·ill ncYer have any enemies. 
6. 'l'hosc \\'ho loYe God obey His laws. 

Say-ings-Group II 

( ) Do unto others as you would have them do unto you. 
( ) To whom much is given much will be required. 
( ) He who does not taili:e up his cross and come after me cannot be my 

disciple. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

( ) 

( ) 

( ) 

Statements explaining sayings in Groilp II 

Others ,vill always know ,vha t we sho.ul.d do for t ~em. 
H e who would follow God must be w1lhng to sacnfice. 
If you receive free ly you shoul d give free ly . 
You sh ould love your neighbor as you do yourself. 
Those who h ave most in th e world al\\'ays give most. 
He who fo llows God will always h ave a haTd time. 

Sayings-Groi1 p III 

Blessed are the peacemakers; for they shall be called the children of 
God. 
What will it profit a man to gain the whole world and lose his own 
soul'? 
Judge not that you be not judged. 

Statements exp laining sayings in Gro11p III 

1. Thern will a lways be work for t h e pcacc:1rnkcr to do. 
2. Don' t in\'Cst your li fe in things that pcnsh . 
3. Don 't criticize others les t they t alk about you. 
4. Lovers of peace wi ll b e blessed by God. 
5. This world was not made fo r man t o enjoy . 
6. What we say abo ut others is always wrong. 

Meaning of words tlSed above 

commandments .. Jaws 
charactPrs .... ....... what we are 

:~:r.~:::::::::::::::::::g~d, a~i~~ful 
r equired ........ ...... expected or demanded of 
cross ........... ....... .. bnrdcns, troubles 
disciple ..... .....•...•. a foll ower of J esus 

sacrifice ............... bee,r h ar1~hips 
blessed ........... ... .. happy 
profit ................... help or benefit 
juuge ............. ...... to decide what kin.d of 

a person another 1s 
invcst .. ........ ........ spend yo ur time at 
criticize ......... ..•.. . find fault with 
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Sayings-~roup I V 

( ) Seek to do God' s will and your needs will be added unto you. 
( ) No man can serve two masters. 
( ) Blessed are the merciful; for they shall receive mercy. 

Stat ements explaining sayings in Groi1p IV 

1. No two people ca n agree. 
2. Kindness will b e rewar ded with kindness. 
3. ·we sh ould not be merciful to those " ·ho a,·c not merciful to us . 
4. You cann ot be faithful to both the good and the bad . 
5. Goel will care for those " ·h o t ry to follow Him. 
6. If we do Goel 's will we sh all not h a Ye to work hard fo r our living. 

Sayings-Group V 

( ) He that humbles himself shall be exalted. 
( ) If the blind lead the blind both will fall into the ditch. 
( ) Since you have done good to others you have done good to God. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4 . 
5. 
6. 

Statements explainling sayings in Group V 

The path of ignoran ce loads to destruction . 
Rumbl e people alw:,ys clo " ·hat is r ight. 
Servi ce to others is service to Goel. 
H e wh o lives a humbl e life Goel will lift up . 
The blind sh ould be led by those wh o like to lead . 
God approves of every thing we do for othcr.s. 

Sayings- Groi1ps VI 

Men love darkness rather than light because their deeds are evil. 
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( ) 
( ) Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works 

and glorify your Heavenly Father. 
( ) Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake; for theirs 

is the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Statements explaining say·ings in Groiip VI 

1. W e should tc11 others about all t h e good things \\'C elo. 
2. 'Those who arc h atec1 for the good they do will be blessed by Goel. 
3. Sinful men stay away from the li gh t of t ruth . 
4. Our lives should be examples of Godlin ess. 
5. P eople who love Goel should seek persecution. 
6. Those who walk in darkness cannot find the light . 

Meaning of words itsed above 

masters ... ... ... those w hom we must obey approves .......... .......... ..... is pleased wilh 
blessed .......... J, appy deeds .......... ..... ............... our acts 
agree------------think the same e,·i l .......... ........ ..... ........... ba.<l, s inful 
hu mbles ...... .. . not to put yourself abff,e glorify .............. ...... ......... pra ise 

others persecuted .............. .. ...... . pun ishcd unjustly 
exalted .... ..... . prai sed1 honored 
ignorance ...... to not know 

rig hteousness ... ............... good ncss . 
Kingdo1n of I-Ieaven .. ... .. place of greatest happiness 

des lruction .... downfall, failure 
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REVISED TEST ON THE SAYI NGS OF JESUS-PART I 

Constructed by S. P. FRAKKLIN 

Name ....... ....... ... ... .. ...... .. ...... ........ .... .. ...... .............. .... ..... Age last birthday ......... .... .. . 

School grade .......... ..... ... School atten ded .... ..... .. ..... ..... ........ .... .. ... .... ................... .......... . 

This is a little t est t o sec how well you are able to understand the meaning 
of some of the sayings of J esus. D o not rnsh. You will be given all the time 
you n eed to fini sh . Under each of the sayings you will find four answers, only 
one of which expresses the correct meaning of the saying·. Read each saying 
carefully and make a cross before the answer which you t hink is correct as 
shown in the sampl e below. 

SAMPLE: Freely ye have received freely give. 
It is a good thing for us t o give to others. 
God bl esses us with many things. 

x If we receiye much we should give much. 
The poor arc often very willing to give. 

1. Men's characters are known by their deeds. 
Evil deeds are not pleasin g un to God. 
'.Vhat we aTo is shown by what we cio. 
It is a good thing to do good deeds. 
He who does evil deeds huTts himself and others. 

2. If you love God keep His commandments. 
Goel 's commandments arc al ways good . 
If w e lo ve God we will be h appy. 
Goel loves us even when wo disobey him. 
Those who love Goel obey his laws. 

3. Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you. 
Bo h elpful to t hose who would harm you. 
It is not easy t o clo good to th o,sc who hat e you. 
Love your frie n rls and they will not become your enemies. 
Our e nemies do not always want us to love thorn. 

4. Since you have done good to others you have done good to God. 
Tho good we do for others we do for God. 
Goel expects us t o be helpful to others. 
Our frionll s always expect us to tl o goot1 to t h em. 
Seek to h elp oth er s bofoTe h elpi ng yourselves. 

5. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake for theirs 
is the Kingdom of Heaven. 

"\Ve cannot always see t he blessing in poTsocution. 
Many arc criticised fo r the good they do. 
Not everyone has the courage to c,o right . 
Those who arc ha t ell for tho good they do recei ve God's b lessing. 

6. No man can serve two masters. 
"\Vo are often tempted to follow the wrnng maste r. 
vVe sometim es think it hara to ser vo God. 
"\Ve cannot be loyal to tho right am1 tho wrong. 
Everyone is r esponsible for his own actions. 
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7. Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Heavenly Father. 

It is a good thing to glorify Goel. 
L ot your example cause otheTS to praise Goel. 
E very life h as its influ ence . 
vVh en w e sot a good example it makes us bettor. 

8. Blessed are the merciful for they shall receive mercy. 
Those who h elp others will r eceive h elp. 
It is a good thing to be merciful to others. 
"\Vo like othors to be mcrniful t o us . 
\ Ve should seek opportunities to help those in noocl. 

9. Where thy treasure is there is thy heart also. 
Th e influence of a good life neYor dies. 
vVo should plnn for tlrn future. 
Ti me is too valnablo t o be "·:cstotl. 
vVo arc in toTosted most in \\~hat ,rn love most. 

10. He who does not take up his cross and come after me cannot be my 
disciple. 

Our e nemies arc often our greatest cross. 
If wo follow Goel we must be ready to b oar hardships. 
It h elps us to sacrifi ce for other s. 
"\Vo should not be discouraged wh en thin gs go wrong. 

11. If the blind lead the blind both will fall into the ditch. 
vViso lo aclmship is often hard to fincl. 
Many fail because t h ey do not t ry to make good. 
To follow ignorant leatlcrs m eans defeat. 
vVo are often tempted to follow wrong advice. 

12. What will it profit a man to gain the whole world and lose his own soul? 
On e 's money i s of no value if ho neglec t s Goel. 
If we a re h onest we w ill p rosper. 
It is not ri gh t to steal money from others. 
Money can be u sed for ei ther good or bacl . 

13. He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful in that which is 
much. 

Everyone shoul ll servo according io hi s ability. 
It takes more time to do a big job than a litt le one. 
If one i s true to small tasks ho will be true to large ones. 
Our frienos expect us to b e faithful to them. 

14. He that htunbleth himself shall be exalted. 
Humble people like t o h elp others. 
Many people think too highly of themselves. 
·we should not seek for thin gs which others should hav e. 
Goel will prosper those who put other s b efore themselves. 

15. Judge not that you be not judged. 
W e should not do every thing other s ask u s to do. 
Do no t criti cize others l est they criticize you. 
W e .should seek advice only from those who know. 
'iV"e often h ave to change onr opinions about others. 
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lG. T o whom much is given much will be required. 
God loves both the rich a nd the poor. 
Goel will give much unto those who seek him. 
Goel expects most from those who haYc most. 
Everyone should do someth ing for Goel. 

17. Watch and pray t hat ye enter not into temptation. 
If "·e OYCrcomc temptations it mak es us stronger. 
·w e should gunnl our lives against evi l influ ences. 
'Ne shoul(l al"·ay:, st ri,·e to help others. 
We should repent for the ,n-ong we do. 

18. Men Jove darkness rather than light because their deeds are evil. 
1\Ien "·ho clo cdl cleecls rlo not please Goel . 
l\Ien who clo evil deeds harm thcmsch ·cs. 
l\Ien who walk in cl:nkness need God. 
l\Ien seek to hide t heir c,·il actions. 

ID. It is more blessed to give than to r eceive. 
God expects us to help one another. 
'i¥e should appr eciate what others do fo r us. 
·To ser ve others is more joy than to be scrvccl. 
It is out• duty to give to others. 

20. Blessed are t he peacemakers for t hey shall be called the children of God. 
'l'hosc Tiho sett le trouble will be blessed of Goel. 
1'o Joye God is to be bl essed . 
It is uot always easier to be a peacemaker. 
,Ve have many opportun ities to be peacemakers. 

21. Do unto others as you would have them do unto you. 
If you do good deeds you " ·ill be happy. 
If you want others to be kind to you do good to them. 
If "·e ar c helpfu l to r;th crs they wi ll be mnc1c happy. 
Goel wants us to be helpful to others. 

22. Seek fi rst t o do God's will and your needs will be added unt o you. 
Goel docs not alwa ys ask us to do what is easy. 
Goel kn ows " ·hat \\"C nccrl more than we. 
Goel 's blessing wi ll come to those who do the ri gh t. 
A good name is \\·or th more t han many r iches. 

23. Blessed are they who hunger and thirst after righteousness for they 
shall b e filled. 

Those "·ho ea rn estly seek Goel shall be sat isfied . 
Not everyone hungers and thirsts after righteousness. 
Not any of us arc as good as "·c might be. 
Goel expects everyon e to seek to do the right. 

2-!. Blessed are they that mourn for t hey shall be comforted. 
Goel 's presence is near those who arc in gri ef. 
We should not look to God only when in trouble. 
"\Ve sh ould help b oa r om own burrlcns when we can . 
vVc, are often clownhca rtccl ,Yhcn we sh ould hax e hope. 

25. Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 
Be interested in your n<'ighbor's happin ess as much as your own. 
Our enemies a rc often our nearest neighbors. 
, Ve should be interested in those far away. 
Wlrnt is good for us is usually good for our neighbor. 
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This is a little t est t o see how well you arc able t o understand the meaning 
of some of the sayings of Jesus. Do not rush. You will be given all the time 
you need to fi nish. Under each of the sayings you will find four answers, only 
one of " ·hich expresses the correct meaning of th e saying . Read each saying 
carefully and make a cross before the answer which you think is correct as 
shown in the sample below. 

SAMPLE: Freely ye have received freely give. 

It is a good thing for us t o give to others. 
God blesses us with many things. 

x If we receive much we should give much. 
The poor are often very will ing to give. 

1. Men 's characters ar e known by their deeds. 
P eople judge what we are by our actions. 
vVhon we clo .good we strengthen our characters. 
Goel expects us t o be helpful to others. 
We should be faithful in ::tll we clo. 

2. If you love God keep His co=andments. 
Goel expects us to lo ve Him. 
Goel wants us to be happy in all we clo. 
Those who love Goel do what he says. 
If we clo God's will we will succeed . 

3. L ove your enemies, do good to those who hat e you. 
The best of people h ave enemies. 
vVe should have as few enemies as possible. 
It i s easier to love one's friends than his enemies. 
H elp those who would injure you. 

4. Since you have done good to others you h ave done good to God. 
vVe should always do good un to others. 
Service to others is service to Goel . 
Goel wants us to serve Him. 
Vve arc made stronger when we serve others. 

5. Blessed are those who are persecuted f or righteousness' sake for theirs 
is the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Those who suffer for do ing the righ t receive God's b lessing. 
Our best friends sometimes t urn against us. 
W e are often persecuted for doing the right. 
It is sometimes easier to be cowardly than brave . 

G. No man can serve two m aster s. 
Vvo often h ave a desire to clo both the right and the wrong. 
When we serve others we are serving Goel. 
You cann ot be faithful to the good and the bad. 
Seek to help others before helpin.g yourself. 
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7. L et your light so shine before men that t hey may see y our good works 
a nd glorify y our H eavenly F ather. 

. 'l'hosc 'IYho love Goel will find happiness. 
Li,·c so that you will lead others to love Goel. 
It h elps us to help others. 
It is often n ot easy to let cur li gh ts shine. 

8. Blessed a r e the merciful for t hey shall receive mercy. 
If we are kind io others we shall r eceive k indness. 
If you do good to others they "-ill be happy. 
, v c should give th ank s to Goel each clay. 
Goel is pleased when we arc h appy. 

9. Where thy treasure is there is t hy heart also. 
Not a ll people Jay up treasures in heaven. 
A man's money is often what h e Yalucs most. 
W e like best that which is most valu able to us. 
W e sh ould spend most of our time h elpin g others. 

10. He who does not t ak e up his cross an d follow aft er me i s not my 
disciple. 

We cn n benr our cross and sti ll be happy. 
A follower of God is sure to succeed. 
A sinn er ha s more trouble than a righteous man. 
A follower of Go el must b e willing to sacrifice for Him. 

11. If the blind lead the blind both will fall into the ditch . 
Life is fu ll of temptations. ,v e cnn b o ei ther a succ,Jss or a failure . 
vVe fai l if we fo llow wrong leaders. 
Our enemies of ten want us to follow them. 

12. What will it profit a man t o gain the whole wor ld and lose his own soul? 
Our wealth profits us nothing if we clo not love Goel. 
Money will make us h appy if used iu the ri ght way. 
J\fany wh o arc poor clo not love God. 
God expects everyone t o give something. 

13. He that is fait hf ul in that which i s least i s faithful in that which is 
much . 

We can clo something goocl each day. 
Anyon e tru e to bi g jobs will clo li t tle ones well. 
, ~re should be faithful eYCn to our enemies. 
W e, should love our n eighbor as ourself. 

14. He that humbleth himself shall be exalted. 
Others will honor you if yo u think not too highly of yourself. 
vVc should not do everything others ask us to do. 
Some poor people are very selfish. 
'\Ve should not want things that are not good for us. 

15. Judge not that y ou b e not judged. 
Don't fiud fault with others lest they fin cl fault with you . 
W e sh ould appreciate helpful advice from others. 
Our enemies of{;en misjudge us. 
We should not think ourselves above criticism. 
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16. To whom much is given much will be required . 
God lovcth a ch eerful giver . 
Gou always does what is best for us. 
If we have m uch we should gi,-c much. 
God requires something of everyone. 

17. W atch and pray that ye enter not into temptation. 
Everyone is tempted at time3. 
W e sh onlcl stay fr om things t hat would hurt us. 
W e arc tempted in many different 1rnys. 
vVe should pray for those ,1-ho tempt us. 

18. Men lov e darkness rather than light because their deeds are evil. 
Evil deeds spring out of evil heart s. 
Men who rlo evil clcccls in jure others. 
Many people clo wrong beca use of evil companions. 
J\Ien 1\"hv clo evil clcecls clo not want them known. 

19. It i s more blessed t o g ive than t o receive. 
Wlrnn we h elp one another we make t he world better. 
, vc should clo unto others as we would ha,· c them clo u nto us . 
'l'herc is more joy iu helping other s than in being helped. 
It is a good thing to be helpful to others. 
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20. Blessed are the peacemak ers for they sh all b e called the children of God. 
One who makes p ence is a chil d of Gorl. 
Those who make peace are often hated by others. 
Many arc willing to die fighting for t he right. 
God expect s everyo ne to be a peacemak er. 

21. Do unto others as you would h av e them do unto you. 
, vc shoula nl1'·ays clo good to oth ers. 
It is more bl essed to h elp than to b e helpcrl. 
Treat others as you like to have them treat y ou. 
If we clo good un to others they will b e happy . 

22. Seek first to do God 's will and your needs will be added unto you. 
Goel mnkcs hi s will known unto those 1\·h o seek Him. 
W e do not always know what we n eed most. 
God knows our nee(l s b efore we tell Him. 
God will c:uc fo r those \Yho follow Hi m. 

23. Blessed are t hey who hunger and thir st aft er righteousness for they 
shall b e fill ed. 

vVe should not hun ger and thirst after evi l. 
Righteousness b elongs to the Kingdom of Goel. 
Goel 's blessing comes to those who seek after H im. 
Everyone should love Goel and clo the righ t . 

24. Blessed are they that m ourn f or they shall be comforted . 
Goel 1\·ill cheer those w h o arc sad. 
It i s a sad thing to sec our friend s mourn. 
It com.forts us if we ~an brin g cheer to others. 
..We should always look on the bright sicle of things. 

25. Thou sh alt lov e t hy neighbor as thyself. 
Be interested in your neighbor's happin ess as much as your own. 
Our enemies am often our nearest neighbors. 
vVc sh ould be interested in those far away. 
What is good for u s is u sllally good for our neighbor. 


