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Voc Rehab Self-Employment Program
Helps 'Farmer Sarge' Orchard Grow

Brad Thill started gardening and planting trees as a way
to relax after war.

A retired Army veteran with more than 14 deployments
throughout the Eastern hemisphere, Thill calls
horticulture therapeutic – a way to tamp down the
anxiety and migraines that come with post-traumatic
stress disorder and traumatic brain injuries tied to
combat.

These days, with help from several government grants and agencies like the
Vocational Rehabilitation Services division of Iowa Workforce Development, growing
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and tending plants also has become a promising business.

Thill, who left the military to settle on family land near Algona, hopes to officially
welcome customers next year to Farmer Sarge’s Orchard, his 3.5-acre property
featuring apples, peaches, pears, cherries, apricots, and plums. Thill spent this past
year earning praise through the sale of sweet corn, a variety of fruits, craft items, and
freeze-dried ice creams and candies at nearby farmer’s markets. With luck, his 450
trees will be productive enough next year to welcome actual visitors to pick fruit on his
property.

It will be the culmination of a lot of work and helpful support.

Trish Cady, rehabilitation counselor with Vocational Rehabilitation Services, said the
division’s Self-Employment Program helped Thill purchase a large mower for his
orchard, as well as time with marketing consultants who are helping design logos,
packaging, and a website. Thill, who had already been receiving similar assistance
from the U.S. Veterans Administration, had been developing his business for several
years while working for a nearby Co-Op, she said.

“He was very well-prepared, and we’re just adding to that,” Cady said.

Click here to continue reading.

https://workforce.iowa.gov/blog/2023-12-11/voc-rehab-self-employment-helps-farmer-sarge-business-grow?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


O*Net =
Powerful
Tool for
Job
Seekers
The title of Joseph
Pittman’s presentation
says it all: the “Power of
O*Net.”

“People don’t know that
this resource is available
to them,” explains
Pittman, RESEA program
coordinator at the
IowaWORKS office in
Des Moines. “It really is
here to help people open
their eyes about the
possibilities.”

What is O*Net? In short,
says Pittman, a very
valuable tool.

Funded by the U.S.
Department of Labor’s
Employment and
Training
Administration, the

ADA Coordinators Help
Businesses Solve
Accessibility Issues
Recent success placing clients from the Vocational
Rehabilitation Services division of Iowa Workforce
Development at a Dubuque museum has sparked a
much broader relationship between the two entities –
and prompted Vocational Rehabilitation to expand a
valuable new service.

Vocational Rehabilitation staff members recently
completed specialized training and testing to become
Certified ADA Coordinators – experts who will be able
to help Iowa businesses and organizations improve
both programmatic and physical access for Iowans with
disabilities.

The staff members are now certified to evaluate
workplaces for compliance with the Americans with
Di biliti A t (ADA) d id i ti h

https://www.onetonline.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.onetonline.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


database includes
hundreds of standardized
and occupation-specific
descriptions for nearly
1,000 jobs. 

IowaWORKS career
planners encourage all
recipients of
unemployment benefits
to visit the site as part of
the job search process,
and Pittman regularly
teaches an online
workshop to explain
O*Net.

Click here to learn
more.

 

Disabilities Act (ADA) and guide organizations on how
to better accommodate the public and/or potential
employees with disabilities.

Michelle Krefft, Disability Engagement bureau chief for
the Business Engagement division of Iowa Workforce
Development, said the new ADA coordinators (and
others that are still in the process of getting certified)
will help companies put their best foot forward. Just as
importantly, the new training will help ensure that the
Iowans with disabilities who go to the Vocational
Rehabilitation Services division of IWD seeking career
assistance will be able to work in the best possible
environment.

Click here to continue reading.

https://www.onetonline.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://workforce.iowa.gov/blog/2023-12-11/onet-online-provides-powerful-data-job-seekers?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://workforce.iowa.gov/blog/2023-12-11/onet-online-provides-powerful-data-job-seekers?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://workforce.iowa.gov/blog/2023-12-11/ada-coordinators-help-businesses-solve-accessibility-issues?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Apple App Store

Google Play

Learn by
Listening

More than 35,000
downloads so far by
listeners around the
world. Hosts Ben Oldach
and Kathy Leggett will
introduce you to a host of
workforce programs and
people making a
difference.

Click to download.
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https://apps.apple.com/us/app/iowaworks/id1521526857?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?gl=US&hl=en_US&id=com.geosolinc.iaworks&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov/podcast?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov/podcast?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://workforce.iowa.gov/podcast?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


SkillBridge: A New Way to Help Military
Find Jobs in Iowa after Service Ends

Iowa employers have a new tool available to help them add military Veterans to their
workforce.

Iowa Workforce Development recently was approved to become a third-party
administrator for SkillBridge, a U.S. Department of Defense program that places
military service members in civilian jobs for up to the last six months of their tours of
duty.  The program was created to help transitioning service members gain the
necessary civilian training to land in fruitful careers when they leave the armed
services. 

For employers in Iowa and elsewhere, SkillBridge provides a very low-risk way of

https://www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov/reemployment-case-management-program-launch-january?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov/reemployment-case-management-program-launch-january?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


tapping into a pool of hard-working, mission-driven employees. The Defense
Department continues to pay the salary and benefits for service people in the
program, and employers are under no obligation to hire anyone.

“Veterans are a perfect match for our state’s work ethic and hardworking culture,” said
Iowa Governor Kim Rynolds. “SkillBridge is another tool we can use to recruit those
service members to Iowa and show them firsthand the opportunities that come with
living and working in a state where you have the freedom to flourish.”

Click here to continue reading.

https://workforce.iowa.gov/blog/2023-12-11/skillbridge-helping-military-find-jobs-iowa-after-service?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


VIDEO: Voc Rehab Unlocks Opportunity

Anthony Reyman parlayed his lifelong love of planes into a fulltime career after
graduating from Indian Hills Community College. He did so with significant help from
a Vocational Rehabilitation program that supports self-employment for Iowans with
disabilities. Click the image above to watch or video or visit IWD's blog page to
read a longer account of Reyman's story.

Upcoming Events / Opportunities

https://www.youtube.com/watch?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&v=U9o7k4o0Kk0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&v=U9o7k4o0Kk0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&v=U9o7k4o0Kk0
https://workforce.iowa.gov/blog/2023-06-23/ottumwa-man-gets-business-ground-help-ivrs?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=855951756538421&set=a.670413885092210&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=855951756538421&set=a.670413885092210&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=752913980208630&set=a.570569185109778&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=752913980208630&set=a.570569185109778&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=900868371629229&set=a.730622331987168&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=900868371629229&set=a.730622331987168&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=876921747773661&set=pcb.876922337773602&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=876921747773661&set=pcb.876922337773602&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=845676530897589&set=a.653971130068131&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=845676530897589&set=a.653971130068131&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.facebook.com/events/1031052707745375/?ref=newsfeed&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.facebook.com/events/1031052707745375/?ref=newsfeed&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.homebaseiowa.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.homebaseiowa.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://iowaworks.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://iowaworks.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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https://ivrs.iowa.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://ivrs.iowa.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://educateiowa.gov/adult-career-comm-college/adult-education-and-literacy?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://educateiowa.gov/adult-career-comm-college/adult-education-and-literacy?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://educateiowa.gov/adult-career-comm-college/adult-education-and-literacy/high-school-equivalency-diploma-hsed-program?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://educateiowa.gov/adult-career-comm-college/adult-education-and-literacy/high-school-equivalency-diploma-hsed-program?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery



