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F I N A L R E P O R T ------

SCHOOL SYSTEMS AND STANDARDS STUDY COMMITTEE 

The School Systems and Standards Study Committee met dur­
ing the 1972 legislative interim to continue its study of the fol­
lowing areas: 

1. Intermediate Unit School Organization. 

2. School District Reorganization. 

3. Statutory School Standards. 

assigned 
decisions 
decisions 

At its April meeting the Legislative Council 
the Committee the task of studying the recent 
regarding school finance and reviewing how 

might affect the Iowa method of financing schools. 

also 
court 
these 

Committee members were sorry to lose Mr. Paul Eckert of 
Davenport, a citizen advisory member who found it necessary to re­
sign from the Committee, and appointed Mr. Robert Buck of Waukee, 
a former member of the Governor's Educational Advisory Committee, 
to serve on the Committee. 

During the Sixty-fourth General Assembly, Second Session, 
three bills recommended by the Committee were introduced and two 
were enacted. The first bill shortens the length of contracts of 
county and joint county superintendents of schools from three years 
to one year and the second gives the State 3oard of Public Instruc­
tion authority to approve, coordinate, and supervise the use of 
electronic data processing by local school districts, county or 
joint county school systems, and merged areas. 

The third bill passed the House of Representatives, but 
was not acted upon by the Senate. This bill implemented the Com­
mittee's recommendations to abolish the county school system and to 
grant the merged area schools the authority to provide special 
services to school districts. 

Members of the School Systems and Standards Study Commit-
tee during its second interim of study were: 

Senator w. Charle~e Conklin, Waterloo, Chairman 
Representative Charles E. Grassley, New Hartford, Vice Chairman 
Senator Wilson L. Davis, Keokuk 
Senator Gene V. Kennedy, Dubuque 
Senator Cloyd E. Robinson, Cedar Rapids 
Senator Richard L. Stephens, Crawfordsville 
Representative Charles E. Knoblauch, Sr., Carroll 
Representative Norman G. Rodgers, Adel 
Representative Elizabeth o. Shaw, Davenport 
Representative Delwyn D. Stromer, Garner 
Dr. Roderick Bickert, Mason City 
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Mr. Robert Buck, Waukee 
Mr. Roger E. Leavitt, Marcus 
Mrs. Jane Paul, Henderson 
Dr. Ralph Scott, Cedar Falls 

The Committee decided at its first meeting of the 1972 
interim to study areas assigned to it, other than the county school 
system, first to see if conclusions reached in the other areas will 
alter the Committee's recommendation concerning the abolishment of 
the county school system. 

A Subcommittee on School Standards was established by the 
Chairman and Vice Chairman to review the provisions of Chapter 280 
and section 257.25 of the Code. Chapter 280 of the Code presently 
prescribes a required course of study for all public and nonpublic 
schools in Iowa, except for the exempt Amish schools. Section 
257.25 of the Code prescribes a minimum curriculum for schools and 
school districts which wish to be approved by the State Department 
of Public Instruction. With the help of Department of Public 
Instruction personnel, the Subcommittee reviewed each section and 
drafted a bill to be presented to the full Committee. 

Members of the Subcommittee were: 

Representative Elizabeth Shaw, Chairman 
Senator Wilson Davis 
Senator Cloyd Robinson 
Representative Norman Rodgers 
Mr. Roger Leavitt 

After review and amendment the bill was finalized and is 
recommended for passage by the School Systems and Standards Study 
Committee. A copy is attached and by this reference made a part of 
this report. 

The bill eliminates all duplication between section 
275.25 and Chapter 280 of the Code. Chapter 280 will prescribe 
uniform school requirements and section 257.25 will set forth the 
minimum educational program. 

lows: 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

A list of some of the changes made in section 257.25 fol-

Prekindergarten activities will stress the 
family and its relationship to society. 

role of the 

Kindergarten activities 
designed to develop 
vidual tasks. 

will include those activities 
a capacity for completion of indi-

Children in grades one through six must be taught 
effects of tobacco and drugs on the human body. 

the 

4. Students in grades nine through twelve must be taught 
government and cultures of other people and nations and 
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comparative and consumer economics, within their social 
studies programs. 

5. A procedure is provided for approval of schools and 
school districts which wish to provide innovative pro­
grams and wish to be exempt from certain of the 
prescribed curricular requirements. 

6. The Department of Public Instruction is allowed 
the requirements for school librarians and 
counselors. 

to set 
guidance 

7. References to junior colleges and to area vocational 
schools and area community colleges have been removed. 
There no longer exist public junior colleges and Chapter 
280A of the Code regulates area schools. However, the 
Committee recommends that the House and Senate Committees 
on Schools draft legislation providing approval 
procedures and procedures for removal from the approved 
list for merged area schools, to be placed in Chapter 
280A of the Code. A copy of correspondence from the 
Chairman of the State Advisory Committee on Area Schools 
is attached to this Report and by this reference made a 
part thereof. 

8. Minimum requirements concerning number of 
brary books in schools have been stricken. 

required li-

9. School districts which have been removed from the ap­
proved list lose all state aid. The Superintendent of 
Public Instruction and the President of the State Board 
must confer with the school board and with boards of 
contiguous districts to assist the affected board in de­
termining how best to offer an approved program. If the 
district does not merge and cannot provide an approved 
educational program, the State Board must merge the 
affected district with one or more contiguous districts. 

10. The provisions relating to number of 
the joint employment of services 
districts were moved to Chapter 280. 

principals and to 
and facilities by 

Chapter 280 has been completely rewritten and does not 
contain any provisions which are contained in section 257.25. 

A new provision has been added to Chapter 280 which re­
quires all schools to incorporate into their regular course offer­
ings, teaching about career education to enable students to become 
familiar with the values of a work-oriented society. 

A new provision has been added which requires each school 
board and the authorities in charge of each nonpublic school to 
evaluate their educational program and to develop long-range plans. 

The section which establishes Bird Day on March 21 is 
repealed as well as the section which removes from the approved 
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list a school from which more than ten percent of the students drop 
out over a five-year period. 

With regard to the school finance court decisions, the 
Committee was provided with summaries of court decisions in Cali­
fornia (Serrano v. Pr i est), Minnesota (Van Dusartz v. Hatfield), 
Texas (Rodriguez v. San Antonio), and New Jersey (Robinson v. 
Cahill). In connection with the court decisions, the Committee 
heard a presentation from Mr. John Murray, Assistant Attorney 
General, concerning t h e suit which has been brought in Iowa 
opposing the present me th od of school finance. Mr. Murray also 
described Iowa ' s role as a n amicus curiae, along with thirty other 
states, in the appeal to the United States Supreme Court of the 
Rodriguez case which was decided by the United States District 
Court in San Antonio. Mr. Murray expressed the belief that the 
Iowa Supreme Court will not act until after the United States 
Supreme Court has rendered a decision on the Rodriguez case. 

Mr . Jim Henry of the Iowa Property Taxpayers Association, 
which has endorsed the Iowa suit, appeared before the Committee. 

The follow i ng pe r sons presented the views of their asso­
ciations and organizat i ons regarding the equity of the present 
school finance system in Iowa and changes to bring the Iowa plan in 
line with the recent court decisions: 

Mr. Kenneth Wells, Iowa State Education Association 
Mr. Ted Davidson , I owa Association of School Boards 
Mr. Marvin Selden , State Comptroller 
Mr. Sam Wiley, School Budget Review Committee 

The Committee recommends that the following amendments be 
made to the present school aid formula: 

1. The surtax levy , i f imposed, should not be included in a 
school district's sub s e qu ent budget ceiling. 

2. A one-year de lay in entering the surtax in the district's 
budget should be provided. 

3. Maximum distr i ct cost (maximum budget) should be based on 
the previous year's budget rather than on the previous year's 
actual expenditures. 

4. School distric t s should be allowed to use either the 
second Friday in Febr u ary of the preceding school year or the 
second Friday in September of the current year whichever is higher 
when determining state aid, and a district with increased enroll­
ment should be permitted to increase its maximum budget by the 
amount of increased state aid. 

5. Any school district spending less than ninety percent of 
the state average per pupil cost should be allowed one hundred 
twenty-five percent of the allowable growth, but this should not 
affect the computation of t he state average cost. 



S.F. 

1 typew::.:-iting), industrial "arts, homemaking, agriculture, 

2 distributive educat i on , and health occupations. 

H.F. 

3 A-ttft~t.-sha¼i- eens:i:st.-e~-efte-aeaeeffl4e-year-:i:RS~ftte~:i:eR-:i:R 

4 t.l,.e-stte;ee-e. 

5 8 i. Courses in the fine arts shall be taught which may 

6 include art, mus i c , and d ramatics~ 

7 a.--Art.. 

8 1'.--Mtts:i:e. 

9 e.--Brama~:i:e5 ~ 

10 7. Upon request of the board of directors of a ny public 

11 school distric t o r t he aut horities in charge of a ny nonpublic 

12 school, the state boa r d o f public instruction may, for a 

13 number of years t o be specified by the state board, grant 

14 the district board o r t h e authorities in charge of any 

15 nonpublic school exemption from one or more of the requirements 

16 of the educational pro gram specified in subsection six (6). 

17 The exemption may be r e newed. Such exemptions shall be granted 

18 only if the state board d eems that the request made is an 

19 essential part of a pla nned innovative curriculum project 

20 which the state board determines will adequately meet the 

21 educational needs a nd i nterests of the pupils and be broadly 

22 consistent with the i ntent of the educational program as 

23 defined in subs ection six (6). 

24 The request f or exemption shall include all of the 

25 following: 

26 a. Rationa l e of the project to include supportive research 

2 7 evidence . 

28 b. Objectives of t he project. 

29 c. Provisions for administration and conduct of the 

30 project, includi ng t h e use of personnel, facilities, time, 

31 techniques, a nd a c tiv ities. 

32 d. Plans for e valuation of the project by testing and 

33 observational measures o f pupil progress in reaching the 

34 objectives. 

35 e. Plan s f or r e v i s i ons of the project based o n evaluation 

-5-
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6. The maximum millage reduction should be eliminated. 

7. The $200 minimum aid per pupil should be eliminated. 

8. School districts should be allowed to adjust their state 
aid computations to the new uniform financial accounting manual. 

9. Special education should be removed from the definition 
of miscellaneous income in order that funds appropriated by the 
General Assembly for special education will not displace state aid 
funds which a school district is entitled to receive. 

A copy of the bill to accomplish the preceding is 
attached to this Report and by this reference made a part thereof. 

The Committee agreed that there are diversities in a dis­
trict's ability to finance summer school programs, and some school 
districts which wish to expand their summer school programs will 
not be able to receive additional state aid. The Committee 
recommends that the Department of Public Instruction and the Office 
of State Comptroller review the present procedures used by school 
districts in financing summer school programs, with consideration 
given to allowing school districts to add summer school pupils to 
the fall enrollment in the same manner as full-time equivalency is 
added for shared-time students. The Department of Public 
Instruction and the Office of State Comptroller are directed to 
report their conclusions and recommendations to the House and 
Senate Committees on Schools of the Sixty-fifth General Assembly. 

The Committee spent many hours wrestling with the problem 
of school organization and discussed at length the advantages and 
disadvantages of school districts containing large numbers of 
pupils and those districts containing lesser numbers of pupils. 
The Committee heard testimony from personnel from the Department of 
Public Instruction concerning the declining school enrollment. It 
was disclosed that the fall enrollment taken the second Friday in 
September and including both public and nonpublic school pupils 
(not including full-time equivalency figures for shared-time 
pupils) declined from 730,686 for fall 1970, to 722,455 for fall 
1971, to 711,845 for fall 1972. It has been estimated by the 
Department of Public Instruction that the fall enrollment in 1973 
will decline to 701,775 and in 1974 to 691,067. Personnel from the 
Department also prepared summaries of studies on the effect of 
school size and pupil achievement and adjustment. 

Mr. Jack Menne, Student Counseling Service, Iowa State 
University; Mr. Thomas Schulze, Supervisor of Employment and De­
velopment, John Deere Des Moines Works; and Mr. Travis Martin , 
Hawkeye Institute of Technology, discussed achievements of the post 
high school student in relation to the size of his high school. 

The Committee agreed that the declining enrollment of 
many school districts constitutes a serious problem, especially 
since state school founda~ion aid is paid on the basis of fall 
enrollment. However, the Committee members disagreed on the best 
procedure for a solution to the problem. Numerous proposals were 
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made by Study Committee members, but none received the requisite 
affirmative votes of three Senators and three Representatives. 

Some members of the Committee believe that a commission 
should be established to evaluate the need for local school dis­
trict organizational changes which will provide the greatest avail­
able educational opportunity, coupled with the most efficient use 
of the tax dollars. These members anticipate that the commission 
would employ adequate staff and consultants to study each 
district's needs and whether these needs are being provided under 
the district's present organization. The commission would be 
required to present a master plan to the General Assembly. 

Other members of the Committee believe that if school re­
organization occurs, it should occur voluntarily under the present 
reorganization law with plans being initiated by local school dis­
tricts. These members believe that the only valid evidence 
presented to the Committee as an advantage of large school 
districts is wider diversity of curriculum. They also believe that 
school districts with low enrollments serve a useful purpose and 
can achieve considerable savings and enrich their programs by means 
of cooperative endeavors between districts and the use of new 
techniques such as educational television. 

A minority reports recommending an assessment of selected 
school school districts by the Department of Public Instruction is 
attached to this Report and by this reference made a part thereof. 

The Committee also found that the quality and 
availability of special education services varies widely throughout 
the state. Although many Study Committee members agree that 
utilizing the merged area schools for providing special education 
services does not appear to be the best solution, the Committee was 
unable to agree on a delivery system for special education services 
and other special services. Many Committee members believe that 
the manner in which special services should be provided will depend 
upon the future school reorganization which occurs, either 
voluntarily or mandatorily. 

Again, various procedures were proposed by Committee mem­
bers, but none received the required affirmative votes of three 
Senators and three Representatives. The Committee is gratified, 
however, that when it began its study of the county school system 
in the spring of 1971, the only major proposal was the Department 
of Public Instruction's proposal for establishment of regional 
educational service systems, but since that time school personnel, 
school board members, and other persons interested in education 
have all met to discuss possible alternatives to the county school 
system. 

The Iowa Association of School Boards has polled school 
board members and administrators and recommends that by July 1, 
1975 all counties in the state be required to be members of joint 
county school systems of two or more counties which would meet 
minimum enrollment criteria. The Iowa Association of School 
Superintendents has recommended a similar proposal with a minimum 
of 20,000 pupils in the system or at least three counties. 
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A special committee composed of local district superin­
tendents, county school superintendents, and area school superin­
tendents was established by the Iowa Association of School 
Administrators. This Service Structure Committee made two 
alternative proposals. The first proposal offered, which would be 
effective in 1976, is to transfer all regulatory powers to the 
State Department of Public Instruction and to mandate that local 
school districts provide special education services individually, 
on a cooperative coordinated basis, by local districts contracting 
for services from another district, or by any other method approved 
by the State Board of Public Instruction. In-service training 
programs and consultant services could be provided in any of a 
number of different ways including by the individual district, 
through the area schools, by cooperative endeavors, by the 
Department of Public Instruction, or by institutions of higher 
education. The media centers would be administered by the area 
schools. 

The second alternative offered by the Service Structure 
Committee is to require the formation of not more than twenty joint 
county systems approved by the State Board of Public Instruction 
with not less than 30,000 pupils and not less than $300,000,000 
total assessed valuation. 

' 
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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the educational program of schools. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

3 
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6 

7 
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10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 



S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section two hundred fifty-seven point twenty-

2 five (257.25), Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

3 257.25 EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS. In addition to the responsi-

4 bilities of the state board of public instruction and the 

5 state superintendent of public instruction under other 

6 provisions of the Code, the state board of public instruction 

7 shall, except as otherwi se provided in this section, establish 

8 standards, regulations, and rules for ~he-a~p~eva±-e£ approving 

9 all public7 -~areea~a±7 and ~r~vate-Rtt~se~y,-kiRee~gar~eR, 

10 e¼emeReary7-;ttRfer-h~gR7-ana-R±gn nonpublic schools aRe-a±± 

11 area-veea~~eRa±-eeaee±s,-a~ea-eeffifflHR±ty-eo±±eges,-aRa-ptto±±e 

12 eol'ftl'!'lttn~~y-er-;HR~e~-ee±±eges in Iowa offering instruction 

13 at any or all levels from the prekindergarten level through 

14 grade twelve . A list of approved schools shall be maintained 

15 annually by the deeartment of public instruction. W~tfl-respeet 

16 ee-area-or-~tte±~e-eel'llffittR~ey-or-~ttR±er-ee±±eges7-sttea-5taRda~es, 

17 regtt±at±ons,-aRd-rtt±eS-5fla±±-be-eseah±±shea-hy-the-state-bea~e 

18 ef-pttb¼±e-fnstrttetien-ana-the-seate-heare-e£-regents,-aeting 

19 ;e±s~±y.--Stteh The approval standards, regulations, and rules 

20 established by the state board shall prese~~he delineate and 

21 implement the m±n±mttm-ett~rieH±ttffl educational program described 

22 below: 

23 1 . Nttrsery-seaeei-aet~vft±es-sha±±-he-des±gned-te-he±p 

24 eh±¼dren-tt5e-ana-maRage-tReir-heaies,-eHtena-the±r-±nterests 

25 and-ttnaers~and~ng-e£-the-wer±e-aeettt-ehem,-werk-ana-p±ay-w±tn 

26 ethers-and-te-ex~ress-ehemse±ves. If a school offers pre-

27 kindergarten activities , they shall emphasize the role of 

28 the family and the child's developing sense of self and his 

29 perception of others . Planning and carrying out 

30 prekindergarten activities designed to initiate cooperative 

31 efforts between home and school shall focus on parental consent 

32 and community resources which parents and schools may wish 

33 to utilize. A prekindergarten teacher shall hold a certificate 

34 certifying that the holder is qualified to teach in 

35 prekindergarten. 

-2-
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S. F. H.F. 

1 2. *~nee~gar~en If a school offers kindergarten programs, 

2 they shall include experiences designed to develop healthy 

3 emotional and social ifvfng habits as well as a capacity for 

4 the completion of individual tasks, protection and devel-

5 opment of physical being, and growth in eHp~essfen,-ane the 

6 language arts and communication ~eae~ness. A kindergarten 

7 teacher shall hold a certificate certifying that the holder 

8 is qualified to teach in kindergarten. 

9 3. The following areas shall be taught in ~he-eiemen~ary 

10 seheei7 grades one through six: Language arts, including 

11 reading, handwriting, spelling, oral and written English, 

12 and literature; social studies, including geography, history 

13 of the United States and Iowa, history and contributions of 

14 minority economic, racial and ethnic groups, cultures of other 

15 peoples and nations, and American citizenship, including the 

16 eiemen~aey study of national, state, and local government 

17 in the United States; mathematics; science, including 

18 conservation of natural resources; health and physical 

19 education, including the effects of alcohol, naree~fes tobacco, 

20 drugs, and poisons on the human body; music; and art. 

21 4. The following shall be taught in grades seven and eight 

22 as a minimum program: Science, including conservation of 

23 natural resources; mathematics; social studies, including 

24 history and contributions of minority economic, racial and 

25 ethnic groups, cultures of other peoples and nations, and 

26 American citizenship; language arts which may shall include 

27 reading, spelling, grammar, oral and written composition, 

28 and may include other communication subjects; reaaing~ physical 

29 education; music; and art. 

30 5. Provision for special education services and programs, 

31 whieh-may-he-sha~ed-hy-p~e¼ie-seheeis7 shall be made for chil-

32 dren requiring special education, who are or would otherwise 

33 be enrolled in kindergarten through grade eight of such 

34 schools. 

35 67--Sehee¼-dfs~~fe~e-w~~h-e~gan~~ed-and-aaminis~eree-jttnfer 
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S.F. H.F. f 
1 k~gh-~ehee¼s-ftet-iimited-to-gfades-se~en-eHo-ei~h~-fflMst- i ne±~ae 

2 the-a£e~ementienea-min½fflHm-~~e~rem-£e~-gfeees-~even-end-eight 

3 regera¼ess-e£-~he-e~~aRi~etfeHa¼-strttetttre-o£-tRe-aistr¼e~. 

4 + ~- A-high-seRee~7 In grades nine through twelve, ~unit 
5 of credit shall consist of a course taught throughout the 

6 academic year. The minimum program for grades nine through 

7 twelve shall be: 

8 a. Four units of science including physics and chemistry.L 

9 Howe~er, the units of physics and chemistry may be taught 

10 in alternate years. 

11 b. Four units of the social studies. ~Hstrttetien-~n 

12 American history, American government, government and cultures 

13 of other peoples and nations! and economics, including compara-

14 tive and consumer economics, shall be ine¼tteed taught in said 

15 the units but need not be required as full units. All students 

16 shall be required to take one unit of American history which 

17 shall include the history and contributions of minority 

18 economic, racial, and ethnic groups and one half unit of the 

19 governments of Iowa and the United States. 

20 c. Four units of English, including language arts. 

21 d. Four units of a sequential program in mathematics. 

22 e. One unit of general mathematics. 

23 f. Two units of one foreign language. However, the units 

24 of foreign l~nguage may be taught in alternate years, provided 

25 there is no break in the progression of instruction from one 

26 year to the next. 

27 g. One unit of physical education with one-eighth uni t 

28 each semester required of each pupil, except that any pupil 

29 participating in an organized and supervised high school 

30 athletic program which requires at least as much time of 

31 participation per week as such one-eighth unit may be excused 

32 from the physical education course during the time of his 

33 participation in such athletic program. 

34 h. Five units of practical arts.--S~b;eets-~n-th~s-area 

35 which may include ' business education (including commercial 

-4-
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1 typew~iting), industrial · arts, homemaking, agriculture, 

2 distributive education, and health occupations. 

3 A-ttft~~-sha¼i-eenaie~-e~-ene-aeaeefflie-year-iRS~f~eeieR-iR 

4 ~he-ette;ee~. 

5 8 i. Courses in the fine arts shall be taught which may 

6 include art, music , and dramatics~ 

7 a.--Ar~. 



S.F. H.F. 

1 measures. 

2 f. Plans for periodic reports to the department of public 

3 instruction. 

4 g. The estimated cost of the project. 

5 ~ 8. To facilitate the implementation and economical 

6 operation of the a£erement¼eHea educational program defined 

7 in subsections four (4) and six (6) of this section, each 

8 ;ttl'i:!i:er-er-sen:!i:er-R¼gfl school offering any of grades seven 

9 through twelve, except a school which offers grades one through 

10 eight as an elementary school, shall have: 

11 a. A qualified school librarian who shall meet the 

12 certification and approval standards prescribed by the depart-

13 ment of public instruction and adequate library facilities 

14 as hereinafter defined. 

15 (1) LIBRARIAN. The librarian may be employed on a part-

16 time or full-time basis, or may devote only part time to 

17 library service activities, according to the needs of the 

18 school and the availability of library personnel, as determined 

19 by the local board. The state board shall recommend standards 

20 based upon the number of students in attendance, the nature 

21 of the academic curriculum, and other appropriate factors. 

22 ~ir--PREPil\RA~~9NT--~ne-i:!i:erar:!i:aH-enaii-meet-ene-~eqtt¼re-

23 meftts-£er-eiassreem-eeaeRere-w:!i:en-re£erenee-te-a-degree-er 

24 te-gel'ierai-ana-~re£ees¼enai-~reparat~eHT 

25 ~3r (2) ORGANIZATION AND ADEQUACY OF COLLECTION. The 

26 library shall be organized as a resource center of instruc-

27 tional material for the entire educational program. The 

28 number and kind of library and reference books, periodicals, 

29 newspapers, pamphlets, information files, audio-visual 

30 materials, and other learning aids shall be adequate for the 

31 number of pupils and the needs of instruction in all courses. 

32 ~~r--ABEeHA€¥-6P-€6nnB€~;9NT--A-m:!i:n~ffl~ffl-eeiieet:!i:en-e£-ene 

33 tRettsand-twe-nttndrea-eeeks-eHeitteive-e£-R¼~R-eeReei-teMtbee~e 

34 and-appropr¼ate-~er-tfle-~nsertteeien-neees-e£-ptt~~is7 -er-at 

35 ieaet-eeven-eeeke-~er-ptt~~i-eHre¼¼ed,-wn:!i:eRever-~s-tRe-iarger7 

CPA-341147 1/7 1 



S. F. H.F. 

1 shai¼-be-pre~fded-in-the-±iB~a~y-tlatf¼-a-eeheeiis-enfeiiffient 

2 reaeftes-£i~e-httndred,-ae-±east-£ettr-addi~:i:ena±-beeks-sfta±i 

3 be-previded-£er-eaeh-~tt~i¼-£rem-£i~e-httndred-te-twe-~hettsafld 

4 enre±¼ed,-and-at-±east-€hfee-ade:i:tiefla±-beeks-~ef-~tt~:i:±-eha±± 

5 be-~fevided-£er-eaeh-~tt~i¼-abeve-ewe-thetlsaRd-enre±±edT--M 

6 ade~ttaee-ee±±eetien-e£-~r:i:edfeai-and-£iie-ffiaeer:i:ai-shaii 

7 be-~rev:i:ded. 

8 b. A qualified school guidance counselor and-eehef-~tt~i± 

9 ~ersenne¼-serviees who shall meet the certification and 

10 approval standards prescribed by the department of public 

11 instruction. The guidance counselor may be employed on a 

12 part-time or full-time basis, or may devote only part time 

13 to counseling services, according to the needs of the school 

14 and the availability of guidance personnel, as determined 

15 by the local board. The state board shall recommend standards 

16 based upon the number of students in attendance and other 

17 appropriate factors. Other members of the noninstructional 

18 professional staff, including but not limited to physicians, 

19 dentists, nurses, school psychologists, speech therapists{_ 

20 and other specialists, may also be employed or shared by one 

21 or more schools. The guidance counselor shall meet the 

22 certification and approval standards of the department of 

23 public instruction and noninstructional staff members shall 

24 meet the professional practice requirements of this state 

25 relating to their special services. 

26 c. · Previs:i:en Arrangement for special education services, 

27 whieh-may-be-shared-ey-pHb±ie-seheeis. 

28 d. Adequate instructional materials for classrooms 

29 ine¼ttding-attdie-~:i:stta±. 

30 4Q.--A£ter-ott±y-47 -~9667 -ne-~tte±ie-sehee¼-sha±¼-~are:i:e:i:~aee 

31 in-er-a¼¼ew-stttdents-re~reeene:i:ng-stteh-~ttbi:i:e-sehee¼-te 

32 ~afeieipaee-in-any-eHefaett~ffett±ar-4:Reereeheiast:i:e-eeReest 

33 er-eem~etitien-wh:i:eh-4:s-s~ensefed-er-adm:i:n:i:eeefed-by-afl 

34 ergani~atien-as-defined-in-th~e-sttbseeeien,-ttniess-stteft-ergan:i:-

35 ~atien-1at-is-regis~ered-w:i:eh-ehe-eeate-de~artffieftt-of-pttb±ie 
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1 inseruetieft,-~br-£~¼es-£iftafteia±-statefflents-w~th-~he-aeate 

2 de~aftfflent-±n-th e - ~ o flff- aHa-at-the-iHterva±e-~ese~ibed-by 

3 the-etate-beare-e£-~tte ±~e-±HBtfttetien,-ana-~e~-4s-±ft-eoffl~±4aHee 

4 with-rtt±es-aHa-regtt±atieRe-whieh-the-state-beare-e£-pttb±ie 

5 instrttet4en-sha±±-aa ept-£er-the-~reper-aaffl±H±strat4eR,-sttpef-

6 v±sfen,-eperatien,- e±~g4ef±4ty-reqtt±refflents7 -aRe-seheatt±iHg 

7 e£-stteh-e~traettrffe tt¼ar-iRtersehe±ast~e-eenteets-ane-eempet4-

8 t±ens-and-stteh-ergani~at±eRST--Fer-the-ptt~pesee-e£-this-sttesee-

9 tien-uergan±~atfeRn- ffleans-afty-eer~eratien7 -aseeefat4en,-er 

10 ergani~at~en-wh4eh-kas-as-ene-e£-4ts-pr±fflary-pttr~eses-the 

11 spensering-er-aaffl±nistfatfen-e£-exeraettrf±ett±a~-±Htersehe±astie 

12 eontests-or-eompetieieHS?-Bttt-eha±±-net-ine±ttee-any-ageney 

13 e£-th±s-etate,-any-fMe±ie-ef-private-eehee±-or-seheo¼-boare, 

14 er-any-ath±etie-een£efenee-ef-ether-asseeiatien-whese 

15 ~ntersehe¼ast±e- een~ e n~s-er-eempetitiene-ee-Rot-iHe±ttee-fflere 

16 than-twenty-sehee±s~ 

17 44 9. ~he As a b a sis f or inclusion on the annually 

18 published list o f app r oved schools, the state department of 

19 public instruction sha ll sttperviee-ana evaluate the school 

20 educational program in the several school distriete systems 

21 of the state for t h e p~rpese purposes of school improvement 

22 and approval, a n d e a c h public and nonpublic school system 

23 shall make s u c h r e ports a s the superintendent of public 

24 instruction deems necessary to show compliance with the curric-

25 ulurn programs and othe r requirements prescribed in the Code. 

26 The state superinte ndent shall make recommendations and 

27 suggestions in writing to each school,-ee±~ege, a n d school 

28 district which i s sub ject to this section wherefH when the 

29 department of public ins truction determines, after due 

30 investigation, that d eficiencies exist in any school or school 

31 district . 

32 In addition to a ll o t her requirements of the laws of Iowa, 

33 every school , - ee~~ e ge o r school district subject to this 

34 section shall h ave and provi de adequate administration, school 

35 staffing , personnel a ss ignment, teacher qualifications, 
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1 certification, facilities, equipment, grounds, graduation 

2 requirements, instruction, instructional materials, 

3 maintenance, and policies on extracurricular activities. 

4 Pttbi~e-jttH~e~-er-eofflfflttfl~ty-ee±ieges-shaii-~revide-adeqttate 

5 eottrses-0£-stttdy. 

6 The state board of public instruction shall adopt approval 

7 standards, regulations, and rules to implement, interpret, 

8 and make effective the provisions of this section. In adopting 

9 the same, the board shall take into account recognized 

10 educational standards. Standards, regulations and rules shall 

11 be ade~ted of general application without specific regard 

12 to school population. 

13 Such standards, regulations, and rules shall be subject 

14 to the provisions of chapter 17A. In addition, such standards, 

15 rules, and regulations shall be reported by the state board 

16 to the general assembly within twenty days after the commence-

17 ment of a regular legislative session7 -aRd-the-geHefa±-assefflb±y 

18 fflay-enaet-ehaRges-the~e~H. No school7 -eo±±ege or school 

19 district shall be removed from the approved list for failure 

20 to comply with such standards, rules, or regulations, until 

21 at least one hundred twenty days have elapsed following the 

22 reporting of such standards, rules, and regulations to the 

23 general assembly as provided in this section. 

24 4~ 10. The state board of public instruction shall remove 

25 for cause, after due investigation and notice, any stteh school, 

26 eo±±ege7 or school district £a~±iHg from the approved list 

27 which fails to comply with such approval standards, rules, 

28 and regulations ~reM-~he-a~~re~ed-iis~;-wh~eh-reffleva±-shai±7 

29 dttr~ng-the-~e~ied-e£-Hefteeffl~±~aHee7 -~erffl~t-~areR~s-e£-eh~±dreR 

30 e±ig~b±e-£er-sehooi-at~endanee-te-reqttest-the-eettRty-beard 

31 0£-edtteat~en-te-desigRate-the~r-eh~idreR-te-aR-a~preved-sehee± 

32 wfth-the-dfst~~et-e£-resideHee-fespens4b±e-ier-the-~tt~t~eR 

33 and-transpertatfen-eestsT--~he-eettnty-beard-e£-edtteatien-~s 

34 hereby-atttherf2ed-te-make-stteh-desfgRatien.--P~ee~dtt~e,-4Rse£ar 

35 as-a~~±~eab±e,-sha±±-~e-that-~~evidea-fR-ehap~er-~85.--~n 
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1 ~ne-e~en~-a-paren~-e£-saeh-eh~~e-se-desigRa~ed-ie-e~ssatis£~ed 

2 w~~h-said-desigRa~fen,-a~~eai-fflay-be-made-~e-~he-eea~e 

3 stt~erin~endeR~-e£-pttbiie-ins~rtte~~en-as-prev½eed-~n-seee~eR 

4 ~a5T4~~--A-sehee±,-eei±ege7 -er-seheei-dieer½ee-wh½eh-fe-reffleved 

5 £rem-~he-aF~reved-±~se-in-aeeereBRee-wi~h-eh½e-see~ien-shaii 

6 be-fne±~gfbie-ee-feee~ve-s~aee-€iftane~ai-a½e-d~r~ng-ehe-~eried 

7 e£-aeneefflF±~anee. The state board shall allow a reasonable 

8 period of time, which shall be at least one year, for 

9 compliance with such approval standards, rules, and 

10 regulations, if such school7 -ee½¼ege7 or school district is 

11 making a good faith effort and substantial progress toward 

12 full compliance and i f the failure to comply is due to factors 

13 beyond the control of the board of directors or governing 

14 body of such school,-eei±ege, or school district. In allowing 

15 such time for compliance, the board shall follow consistent 

16 policies, taking into account the circumstances of each case. 

17 The reasonable period of time for compliance may be, but need 

18 not be, given prior to the one-year notice requirement that 

19 is required under subsection 43 eleven (11) of this section. 

20 A school or school district which is removed from the approved 

21 list pursuant to the provisions of this section shall be 

22 ineligible to receive state financial aid during the period 

23 of noncompliance. 

24 The superintendent of public instruction and the president 
C 

25 of the state board shall confer with the affected school board 

26 and with the school boards of contiguous school districts 

27 to assist the affected school board in determining how best 

28 to offer the students of that district an approved educational 

29 program. When a school district has been removed from the 

30 approved list, is ineligible to receive state aid, and can 

31 no longer continue to operate, the board of directors shall 

32 seek to merge the territory of the school district with one 

33 or more contiguous school districts pursuant to the provisions 

34 of chapter two hundred seventy-five (275). If by the first 

35 of July the following school year, the district has not met 
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1 the approval standards and any portion of the district has 

2 not been merged with one or more contiguous school districts, 

3 the portion that has not been merged shall be merged with 

4 one or more contiguous school districts by the state board 

5 and the provisions of sections two hundred seventy-five point 

6 twenty-five (275.25) through two hundred seventy-five point 

7 thirty-eight (275.38) shall apply. 

8 43 11. The department of public instruction shall give 

9 any school,-eo±±ege, or school district which is to be removed 

10 from the approved list at least one-year notice. Such notice 

11 shall be given by registered or certified mail addressed to 

12 the superintendent of the school district or the corresponding 

13 official of a private school, and shall specify the reasons 

14 for removal. Such notice shall also be sent by ordinary mail 

15 to each member of the board of directors or governing body 

160f the school,-ee±±ege, or school district, and to the news 

17 media which serve the area where the school,-ee±±ege7 or 

1sschool district is located; but any good faith error or failure 

19 to comply with this sentence shall not affect the validity 

20 of any action by the state board. If, during said year, the 

21 school7 -eo±±ege7 or school district remedies the reasons for 

22 removal and satisfies the state board that it will thereafter 

23 comply with the laws, approval standards, rules, and 

24 regulations, ~he state board shall continue such school, 

25 eo±¼ege7 or school district on the approved list and shall 

26 give the school 7 -eo±±ege, or school district notice of such 

27 action by registered or certified mail. At any time during 

28 said year, the board of directors or governing body of the 

29 school7 -ee±±ege7 or school district may request a public 

30 hearing before the state board of public instruction, by 

31 mailing a written request to the state superintendent by 

32 registered or certified mail. The president of the state 

33 board shall promptly set a time and place for the public hear-

34 ing, which shall be either in Des Moines or in the affected 

35 area. At least thirty days' notice of the time and place 

-11-

CPA-3494e 1 /1 



S.F. H.F. . ----

1 of the hearing shall be given by registered or certified mail 

2 addressed to the superintendent of the school district or 

3 the corresponding official of a private school. No~iee At 

4 least ten days before the hearing, notice of the time and 

5 place of the hearing and the reasons for removal shall also 

6 be published by the state department in a newspaper of general 

7 circulation in the area where the school7 -eo±¼ege, or school 

8 district is located, -a~-±ease-eeR-eays-5e£ere-~he-HeariRg. 

9 At the hearing the school,-ee±¼ege, or school district may 

10 be represented by counsel and may present evidence. The state 

11 board may provide for the hearing to be recorded or reported. 

12 If requested by the school7 -ee¼¼ege7 or school district at 

13 least ten days before the hearing, the state board shall 

14 provide for the hearing to be recorded or reported at the 

15 expense of such school,-ee¼¼ege, or school district, using 

16 any reasonable method specified by such school,-ee±¼ege, or 

17 school district. Within ten days after the hearing, the state 

18 board shall render its written decision, signed by a majority 

19 of its members, and shall affirm, modify, or vacate the action 

20 or proposed action to remove the school,-ee¼±ege, or school 

21 district . from the approved list. 

22 4~ 12. Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this 

23 section and as an exception to their requirements, a private 

24 high school or private combined junior-senior high school 

25 operated for the express purpose of teaching a program designed 

26 to qualify its graduates for matriculation at accredited four-

27 year or equivalent l i beral arts, scientific, or technological 

28 colleges or universities shall be placed on a special approved 

29 list of college preparatory schools, which list shall signify 

30 approval of the school for such express purpose only, provided 

31 that: 

32 a. Such school complies with minimum standards established 

33 by provisions of the Code other than this section, and adminis-

34 trative rules thereunder, applicable to: 

35 (1) Courses comprising such limited program. 
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1 (2) Health requirements for personnel. 

2 (3) Plant facilities. 

3 (4) Other environmental factors affecting such programs. 

4 b. At least eighty percent of those graduating from such 

s school within the annually most recent four calendar years, 

6 other than those graduating who are aliens, graduates entering 

7 military or al t ernative civilian service, or graduates deceased 

8 or incapacitated before college acceptance, have been accepted 

9 by accredited four-year or equivalent liberal arts, scientific, 

10 or technological col leges or universities. 

11 Any school claiming to be a private college preparatory 

12 school which fails .in any year to comply with the requirement 

13 of paragraph "b" of this subsection shall be placed on the 

14 special approved list of college preparatory schools proba-

15 tionally if such school complies with the requirements of 

16 paragraph "a" of this subsection, but such probational approval 

17 shall not continue for more than four successive years. 

18 45.--~he-eea~d-er-geve~R~ag-bedy-e£-eaeh-sefteoi-er-seneei 

19 dfs~r~e~-snaii-~rev¾de-etteR-~fiRei~aie-as-i~-£fBds-Heees-

20 sary-~e~~re~~de-e££ee~ive-ee~efvis~eH-aHd-adffliRis~ra~ien-£er 

21 eaeh-eenee¼-aHd-ieB-£aetti~y-aRd-s~ttden~-eedyT 

22 46.--Any-~we-ef-mere-eeheei-dis~rie~e-may-;eiH~¼y-em~¼ey . 

23 aRd-enafe-~he-eervfees-e£-any-sefteoi-~erseRne¼,-er-aeqtti~e 

24 and-share-~he-ttse-e£-eiass~eems,-iasera~eries,-eqtt~~ffleR~, 

25 and-£aei¼i~iesT 

26 Sec. 2. Chapter two hundred eighty (280), Code 1973, is 

27 amended by striking the chapter and inserting in lieu thereof 

28 sections three (3) through sixteen (16) of this Act. 

29 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION . TITLE. This chapter may be known 

30 and shall be cited as the Uniform School Requirements Chapter. 

31 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. DEFINITIONS. The term "public 

32 school" means any school directly supported in whole or in 

33 part by taxation. The term "nonpublic school" means any other 

34 school. 

35 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. DUTIES OF BOARD. The board of 
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1 directors of each public school district and the authorities 

2 in charge of each nonpublic school shall prescribe the minimum 

3 educational program for the schools under their jurisdictions. 

4 The minimum educational program shall be the curriculum set 

5 forth in section two hundred fifty-seven point twenty-five 

6 (257.25) of the Code, except as otherwise provided by law. 

7 A nonpublic school which is unable to meet the minimum 

8 educational program may request an exemption from the state 

9 board of public instruction. The authorities in charge of 

10 the nonpublic school shall file with the superintendent of 

11 public instruction the names and locations of all schoo~s 

12 desiring to be exempted and the names, ages, and post office 

13 addresses of all pupils of compulsory school age who are 

14 enrolled. The superintendent, subject to the approval of 

15 the state board, may exempt the nonpublic school from 

16 compliance with the minimum educational program for two school 

17 years. When the exemption has once been granted, renewal 

18 of the exemption for each succeeding school year may be 

19 conditioned by the state superintendent, with the approval 

20 of the board, upon proof of achievement in the basic skills 

21 of arithmetic, the communicative arts of reading, writing, 

22 grammar, and spelling, and an understanding of United States 

23 history, history of Iowa, and the principles of American 

24 government, of the pupils of compulsory school age exempted 

25 in the preceding year. Proof of achievement shall be 

26 determined on the basis of tests or other means of evalua-

27 tion prescribed by the superintendent of public instruction 

28 with the approval of the board of public instruction. The 

29 testing or evaluation, if required, shall be accomplished 

30 prior to submission of the request for renewal of the 

31 exemption. Renewal requests shall be filed with the 

32 superintendent of public instruction by April fifteenth of 

33 the school year preceding the school year for which the 

34 applicants desire exemption. This section shall not apply 

35 to schools eligible for exemption under section two hundred 
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1 ninety-nine point twenty-four (299.24) of the Code. 

2 The board of directors of each public school district and 

3 the authorities in charge of each nonpublic school shall 

4 establish and maintain attendance centers based upon the needs 

5 of the school age pupils enrolled in the school district or 

6 nonpublic school. Kindergarten and prekindergarten programs 

7 may be provided . In addition, the board of directors or 

s governing authority may include in the educational program 

9 of any school such additional courses, subjects, or activities 

10 which it deems fit the needs of the pupils. 

11 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION. The medium 

12 of instruction in all secular subjects taught in both public 

13 and nonpublic schools shall be the English language, and the 

14 use of any language other than English in secular subjects 

15 except as is necessary for the teaching of foreign languages 

16 is prohibited. 

17 Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. DISPLAY OF UNITED STATES FLAG. 

18 The board of directors of each public school district and 

19 the authorities in charge of each nonpublic school shall 

20 provide and maintain a suitable flagstaff on each school site 

21 under its control, and the United States flag shall be raised 

22 on all school days when weather conditions are suitable. 

23 Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. BIBLE. The Bible shall not be 

24 excluded from any public school or institution in the state, 

25 nor shall any child be required to read it contrary to the 

26 wishes of his parent or guardian. 

27 Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. DENTAL CLINICS. Boards of directors 

28 in all public school districts may establish and maintain 

29 dental clinics for children and offer courses of instruction 

30 on mouth hygiene. The boards may employ such legally qualified 

31 dentists and dental hrgienists as may be necessary to 

32 accomplish the purpose of this section. The cost of the 

33 dental clinic shall be paid from the general fund. 

34 Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. SPECIAL EDUCATION REQUIRED. The 

35 board in each public school district shall make provision 

-15-

CPA 0 3494C 1/7 



S.F. H.F. 

1 whereby special education services are made available to all 

2 handicapped pupils enrolled or who would otherwise be enrolled 

3 in its schools. Programs offered under this section shall 

4 comply with rules and standards promulgated by the state board 

5 of public instruction and shall be subject to approval and 

6 reimbursement of excess costs as provided i n chapter two 

7 hundred eighty-one (281) of the Code . Programs offered under 

8 this section may be carried on by cooperati ve arrangements 

9 between district boards of directors and county boards of 

10 education as provided by chapter two hundred eighty-one (281) 

11 of the Code. 

12 Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. CAREER EDUCATION . The board of 

13 directors of each local public school dis t rict and the 

14 authorities in charge of each nonpublic school shall 

15 incorporate into the educational program the total concept 

16 of career education to enable students to become familiar 

17 with the values of a work-oriented society. ·Curricular and 

18 co-curricular teaching-learning experiences from the 

19 prekindergarten level through grade twelve shall be provided 

20 for all students currently enrolled in order to- develop an 

21 understanding that employment may be mean ingf~l and satisfying. 

22 Essential elements in career education programs shall 

23 include, but not be limited to: 

24 1. Awareness of self, others, and the needs of society. 

25 2. Experiences in awareness and explorat i on i n employment 

26 and personal decision making. 

27 3. Experiences which help students to implement work 

28 values and work skills into their lives. 

29 Sec. 12. NEW SECTION. EYE-PROTECTIVE DEVICES. Every 

30 student and teacher in any public or nonpublic school, or 

31 college or university shall wear industrial quality eye-

32 protective devices at all times while part i cipating, and while 

33 in a room or other enclosed area where others are 

34 participating, in any phase or activity of a course which 

35 may subject the student or teacher to the risk or hazard of 
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1 eye injury from the materials or processes used in any of 

2 the following courses: 

3 1. Vocational or industrial arts shops or laboratories 

4 involving experience with any of the following: 

5 a. Hot molten metals. 

6 b. Milling, sawing, turning, shaping, cutting, grinding, 

7 or stamping of any solid materials. 

8 c. Heat treatment, tempering, or kiln firing of any metal 

9 or other materials. 

10 d. Gas or electric arc welding. 

11 e. Repair or servicing of any vehicle while in the shop. 

12 f. Caustic or explosive materials. 

13 2. Chemical or combined chemical-physical laboratories 

14 involving caustic or explosive chemicals or hot liquids or 

15 solids when risk is involved. Visitors to such shops and 

16 laboratories shall be furnished with and required to wear 

17 the necessary safety devices while such programs are in 

18 progress. 

19 It shall be the duty of the teacher or other person super-

20 vising the students in said courses to see that the above 

21 requirements are complied with. Any student failing to comply 

22 with such requirements may be temporarily suspended from 

23 participation in the course and the registration of a student 

24 for the course may be canceled for willful, flagrant, or 

25 repeated failure to observe the above _requirements. 

26 The board of directors of each local public school district 

27 and the authorities in charge of each nonpublic school shall 

28 provide the safety devices required herein. Such devices 

29 may be paid for from the general fund, but the board may 

30 require students and teachers to pay for the safety devices 

31 and shall make them available to students and teachers at 

32 no more than the actual cost to the district or school. 

33 "Industrial quality eye-protective devices", as used in 

34 this section, means devices meeting American National Standard 

·35-Z87.1-1968, Practice for Occupational and Educational Eye 
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1 and Face Protection promulgated by the American National 

2 Standards Institute, Inco 

3 Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. EVALUATION OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM. 

4 The board of directors of each public school district and 

5 the authorities in charge of each nonpublic school shall: 

6 1. Determine major educational needs and rank them in 

7 priority order. 

8 2. Develop long-range plans to meet such needs. 

9 3. Establish and implement continuously evaluated year-

10 by-year short-range and intermediate-range plans to attain 

11 the desired levels of pupil achievement. 

12 4. Maintain a record of progress under the plan. 

13 So Make such reports of progress as the superintendent 

14 of public instruction shall require. 

15 Sec. 14. NEW SECTION. REQUIREMENTS FOR INTERSCHOLASTIC 

16 CONTESTS AND COMPETITIONS. No public school shall participate 

17 in or allow students representing a public school to 

18 participate in any extracurricular interscholastic contest 

19 or competition which is sponsored or administered by an 

20 organization as defined in this section, unless the 

21 organization is registered with the state department of public 

22 instruction, files financial statements with the state 

23 department in the form and at the intervals prescribed by 

24 the state board of public instruction, and is in compliance 

25 with rules and regulations which the state board of public 

26 instruction shall adopt for the proper administration, 

27 supervision, operation, adoption of eligibility requirements, 

28 and scheduling of such extracurricular interscholastic contests 

29 and competitions and such organizations. For the purposes 

30 of this section "organization" means any corporation, asso-

31 ciation, or organization which has as one of its primary pur-

32 poses the sponsoring or administration of extracurricular 

33 interscholastic contests or competitions, but shall not include 

34 an agency of this state, a public or private school or school· 

35 board, or an athletic conference or other association whose 
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1 its faculty and student body. 

2 Sec. 16. NEW SECTION. JOINT EMPLOYMENT AND SHARING. 

3 Any two or more public school districts may jointly employ 

4 and share the services of any school personnel, or acquire 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

and share the use of 

and facilities. 

Sec. 17. Section 

(442.13), Code 1973, 

subsection: 

classrooms, laboratories, equipment, 

four hundred forty-two point thirteen 

is amended by adding the following new 

10 NEW SUBSECTION. The committee may recorrunend that two or 

11 more school districts jointly employ and share the services 

12 of any school personnel, or acquire and share the use of 

13 classrooms, laboratories, equipment, and facilities as 

14 specified in section sixteen (16) of this Act. 

15 Sec. 18. Sections two hundred fifty-seven point twenty-

16 seven (257.27) and two hundred seventy-nine point thirty-nine 

17 (279.39), Code 1973, are repealed. 

18 EXPLANATION 

19 This bill clarifies present law regarding curriculum 

20 requirements for schools in Iowa. Presently chapter 280 of 

21 the Code prescribes a required course of study for all public 

22 and nonpublic schools in the state, except for the exempted 

23 Amish schools. Section 257.25 of the Code prescribes a minimum 

24 curriculum requirement for those schools and school districts 

25 which wish to be approved by the State Department of Public 

26 Instruction. The bill eliminates all duplications between 

27 the two. Schools are required to meet the requirements for 

28 approval, but may request exemption from the state board of 

29 public instruction. 

30 The bill revises the requirements for prekindergarten pro-

31 grams and makes some changes in requirements for the minimum 

32 educational programs of school students. 

33 A new subsection has been added to provide a procedure 

34 for schools and school districts who wish to provide innovative 

35 programs to be approved but to be exempt from certain of the 
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1 prescribed curricular requirements. 

2 The Department of Public Instruction is empowered to set 

3 the requirements for school librarians and guidance counselors. 

4 References to junior colleges and to area schools and area 

5 community colleges have been removed from section 257.25. 

6 There no longer exist junior colleges and chapter 280A of 

7 the Code regulates area schools. 

8 A procedure is pre~cribed for school districts which have 

9 been removed from the approved list. 

10 A new section requiring every school to teach about career 

11 education has been added. 

12 The authorities in charge of each school and the board 

13 of each school district are required to develop long~ ange 

14 plans for their educational programs. 

15 For a more complete explanation of the bill, please see 

16 the Final Report of the School Systems and Standards Study 

17 Committee. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the state school foundation program. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF' IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section four hundred forty-two point one 

2 (442.1), Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

3 442.1 STATE SCHOOL FOUNDATION PROGRAM. This chapter 

4 establishes a state school foundation program. For each 

5 school year, each school district in the state is entitled 

6 to recei~e state school foundation aid, which shall be an 

7 amount per pupil 4n-£a¼±-efife¼±ment equal to the difference 

8 between the amount per pupil in-£a±±-enre¼¼ment of foundation 

9 property tax plus miscellaneous income in the district, and 

10 the state foundation base or the district cost per pupil, 

11 whichever is less. Hewe~e~7 -4£-the-ametlfi~-se-determ4Recl-£e~ 

12 any-d±str±et-4s-±ess-than-twe-httndred-de¼¼a~s-pef-~tl~±±-±n 

13 £a±¼-enre¼¼ment,-tRe-d4str±et-±s-ent±t¼ee-te-~eee±¥e-Ret-¼ess 

14 than-twe-RnRdred-de±¼afs-~er-~np±±-±n-£a¼±-efif8±±ment-e~ee~~ 

15 when-a-d±strietis-teta±-genera±-£tlfid-m±¼±age-rate-£er-any 

16 sehoo¼-year7 -±s-fedneed-to-n±nety-pereent-o£-the-d±str±etis 

17 tota±-genera±-£nRd-ffl±±¼age-~ete-£or-the-sehee±-yeaf-eeg±nn±ng 

18 an±y-4,-49~0.--fn-tn±s-ease-the-d±s~r±et-±s-efit±t±ed-ee-reee±¥e 

19 on¼y-that-~eft±en-e£-the-~we-hnnd~ed-de±±a~s-~er-~tl~±¼-neees-

20 sary-te-reta±n-that-ten-~ereent-redttet±en. 

21 Sec. 2. Section four hundred forty-two point three (442.3), 

22 Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

23 442.3 STATE FOUNDATION BASE. The state foundation base 

24 for the school year beginning July 1, 1972, is seventy percent 

25 of the state cost per pupil for that year. For each suc-

26 ceeding school year the state foundation base shall be in-

27 creased by the amount of one percent of the state cost per 

28 pupil, up to a maximum of eighty percent of the state cost 

29 per pupil. ~he-d±str±et-£otlRdat±on-ease-±s-tfte-±erger-e£ 

30 the-state-£onneat±en-ease-e~-~he-amotlnt-~e~-~tl~±±-4n-£a±± 

31 enfo¼¼ment-wh±eh-the-d±s~~±et-w±¼±-reee±~e-£fem-£ettndat±efl 

32 ~re~erty-tax,-misee±±aneo~s-±Reome7 -ane-state-sehee±-£enndat±en 

33 a±d. 

34 Sec. 3. Section four hundred forty-two point four (442.4), 

35 Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 
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1 442.4 FALL ENROLLMENT. Fall enrollment Sflfl±±-be and 

2 spring enrollment are determined by adding the resident pupils 

3 and the out-of-state pupils who are enrolled on the second 

4 Friday of September or the second Friday of February of each 

5 year in public elementary and secondary schools of the 

6 district, in public elementary and secondary schools in another 

7 district or state for which tuition is paid by the district, 

8 and in special education programs for which tuition is paid 

9 by the district whether the special education program is 

10 conducted by a county board of education or another school 

11 district. 

12 Shared-time and part-time pupils of school age shall be 

13 counted in the proportion that the time for which they are 

14 enrolled or receive instruction for the school year bears 

15 to the time that full-time pupils carrying a normal course 

16 schedule, at the same grade level, in the same school district, 

17 for the same school year, are enrolled and receive instruction. 

18 Each school district shall certify its fall enrollment 

19 to the state department of public instruction by September 

20 25 of each year, and its spring enrollment by February 25 

21 of each year, and the information shall be promptly forwarded 

22 to the state comptroller. The state comptroller shall 

23 determine the amount of state school foundation aid for each 

24 school district by using its most recent certified fall 

25 enrollment or spring enrollment, whichever is larger. 

26 Sec. 4. Section four hundred forty-two point five (442.5), 

27 Code 1973, is amended by striking the section and inserting 

28 in lieu thereof the following: 

29 442.S MISCELLANEOUS INCOME. For the school year beginning 

30 July 1, 1973, and for each succeeding school year, miscella-

31 neous income means income to the school district's general 

32 fund which is not obtained directly from any of the following 

33 sources: 

34 1. Property tax. 

35 2. State aid provided in chapter four hundred forty-two 
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(442). 

3. State aid provided for special education. 

4. Federal aids or reimbursements. 

5. A school district income surtax. 

Sec. 5. Section four hundred forty-two point six (442.6), 

Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

442.6 DISTRICT COST--BASE YEAR--BUDGET YEAR. As used 

in this chapter, "district cost" means the ~eeai general fund 

expenditures budgeted by a district for efte-etl~reRe a school 

year er-a~~ie±~a~ed-ex~endi~tlres-£e~-~fte-bttdge~-yea~-e£-a 

a~s~rie~-wh±eh-a~e-payab±e-£~om-efte-seftee±-geRe~ai-£ttnd, less 

the amount which is raised by a school district income surtax 

allocated to that year. 

As used in this chapter, "base year" means the school 

year ending during the calendar year in which a budget is 

prepared, and "budget year" means the school year beginning 

during the calendar year in which a budget is prepared. 

·sec. 6. Section four hundred forty-two point nine (442.9), 

subsection one (1), Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

442.9 MAXIMUM 6ENEAA~-FHNB-BBB6E~ DISTRICT COST AND 

ADDITIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT PROPERTY TAX LEVY. 

1. The state comptroller shall determine the maximum 

district cost and the additional school district property 

tax levy for each sch ool district, wh±eh-is-±R-aaai~±en-ee 

~he-£etlnda~±efl-~~eper~y-eax-±e¥y, as follows: 

a. The district cost per pupil in fall enrollment £er 

~he-etlrren~-sehee±-ye~~-end±ng-JtlHe-36-eeefi in the base year, 

plus the allowable growth or the district's modified allowable 

growth, determines the maximum district cost per pupil £er 

~he-sehoe±-year-eeg~nR±ng-ottiy-4-eaeh in the budget year. 

Howe~er,-~£ If the district cost per pupil in fall enrollment 

£or-~he-ettrrene-sehee±-ye~r-end±ng-Jttne-36-eeefl in the base 

year exceeds one hundred ten percent of the state cost per 

pupil, the school budget review committee shall review the 

proposed budget and may establish ehe-ametlne-e£ a modified 

-4-
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1 allowable growth for that district7 -he~-te-exeeee-the 

2 :H::m:i:te.t~en~-:i:n-seet:i:en-4"+~ • .,r which is less than the allowable 

3 growth, or if the district cost per pupil in fall enrollment 

4 in the base year is less than ninety percent of the state 

5 cost per pupil, the state comptroller shall establish a 

6 modified allowable growth for that district which is one and 

7 one-fourth times the allowable growth. 

8 b. The maximum district cost per pupil multiplied by the 

9 number of pupils in fall enrollment £er-the-seheei-~ear 

10 beg:i:nn:i:ng-~~±y-4-eaeh in the budget -year, determines the 

11 maximum district cost for each district in the budget year. 

12 However, if the state comptroller uses a higher spring enroll-

13 ment to compute state school foundation aid for a district, 

14 the amount of additional foundation aid so obtained shall 

15 be added to the district's maximum district cost in the budget 

16 year. A school district may not exceed its maximum district 

17 cost unless additional millage is authorized or supplemental 

18 state aid is distributed to the district by the school budget 

19 review committee as provided in section 442.13, subsection 

20 5, or unless an additional amount is raised by a school 

21 district income surtax approved by the voters. 

22 c. The e:i:st~:i:et state foundation base multiplied by the 

23 number of pupils in fall enrollment in the budget year, and 

24 the product, plus any-moneys state aid for special education 

25 and federal aids or reimbursements which are excluded from 

26 miscellaneous income, subtracted from the lesser of the actual 

27 or maximum district cost fer-the-seheei-yee~-~eg:i:Rn:i:ng-~tt±y 

28 4-eaeh in the budget year, determines the amount to be raised 

29 by the additional school district property tax levy, subject 

30 to the maximum millage provided in section 442.10, e.ny 

31 ade±t±enai-m:i:±±age-attther±~ee-by-~he-senee±-httege~-re~:i:ew 

32 eeffl.ffl:i:t~ee-ttnder-seet:i:en-4"+~.43,-s~eseet±en-57 -parag~a~h-"a", 

33 or the maximum millage reduction provided in section 442.21. 

34 Any additional millage authorized by the school budget review 

35 committee under section four hundred forty-two point thirteen 
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(442. 13), subsection five (5), paragraph a, may be added to 

the additional school district property tax levy. 

Sec. 7. Section four hundred forty-two point eleven 

(442.11), unnumbered paragraph one (1), is amended by striking 

the paragraph and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

For the school year beginning July 1, 1972, and for the 

next four succeeding school years, the state shall provide 

guaranteed state aid, in addition to state school foundation 

aid, in the amount necessary for any school district to meet 

its actual or maximum district cost, whichever is less, if 

the sum of the following amounts of income to the district 

is not equal to that cost: 

1. Maximum millage, excluding any additional millage 

authorized by the school budget review committee under section 

four hundred forty-two point thirteen (442.13), subsection 

five (5), paragraph a. 

2. State school foundation aid. 

3. Miscellaneous income. 

4. State aid for special education and federal aids and 

reimbursements which are excluded from miscellaneous income. 

Sec. 8. Section four hundred forty-two point twenty-one 

(442.21), Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

442.21 MAXIMUM MILLAGE REDUCTION. If the functioning 

of the state school foundation program established by this 

chapter causes a reduction in any school district, for the 

school year beginning July 1, 1972, of more than ten percent 

of the district's total general fund millage for the school 

year beginning July 1, 1970, the reduction for the school 

year beginning July 1, 1972, is limited to that ten percent, 

and-ehe-~ednet±on-~er-eeeh-e£-the-sehee~-years-Beg~flfl~Rg-an±y 

4,-+~~3,-and-an±y-+,-49~~,-~s-~ifflited-ee-teR-pereeflt-e£-the 

~feeedfflg-year~s-ffl~i±age. However, if this limitation re­

sults in a district millage levy which raises more thari the 

district needs to meet the lesser of its actual or maximum 

35 district cost, the ten percent limitation does not apply, 
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1 and the district may reduce its millage as much as can be 

2 done without entitling the district to state school foundation 

3 aid. The state comptroller shall compute any maximum millage 

4 reduction required by this section, and shall notify the 

5 school boards accordingly. 

6 EXPLANATION 

7 This bill amends the state school foundation program to 

8 provide the following: 

9 1. · Elimination of the $200 per pupil minimum in state 

1 o school foundation aid. ( 4 4 2. 1) 

11 2. Elimination of reference to a district foundation base 

12 which is other than the state foundation base. With the $200 

13 minimum e l iminated, all schools will use the state foundation 

14 base. (442.3) 

15 3. Provision for computing spring enrollment on the second 

16 Friday of February, as well as fall enrollment on the second 

17 Friday of September. Also, the comptroller will compute state 

18 school foundation aid by using the higher of the two. ( 44 2. 4) 

19 Extra state aid obtained by using a higher spring enrollment 

20 will be added to the district's maximum district cost. (442.9) 

21 4. Miscellaneous income is redefined to consolidate the 

22 definitions contained in the session laws, and to exclude 

23 state aid for special education. (442.5) 

24 5. District cost is redefined to mean the budgeted expendi-

25 tures, less any school district income tax. (442.6) 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

6. New definitions are added for "base year" and "budget 

year" to aid in the computation of maximum district cost for 

the budget year. (442.6) 

7. Computation of maximum district cost is restated to 

incorporate the other changes in the program, and to allow 

for establishment of a modified allowable growth of one and 

one-fourth times the allowable growth for a district with 

costs which are 90% or less of the state cost. (442.9) 

8. Definition of guaranteed state aid is clarified to 

match other changes in the law. 
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1 9. Maximum millage reduction is discontinued after the 

2 '72 school year. 
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STATE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON AREA SCHOOLS 

EARL YODER 
Chairman 

Iowa City 

MRS. WILLIS HOOD 
Vice-Chairman 

Mt• Ayr 

CHARLES R. MOENCH 
Recording Secretary 

Des Moines 

November 22, 1972 

Mrs. Diane Bolender 
Research Analyst 
Iowa Legislative Service Bureau 
State House 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 

Dear Mrs. Bolender: 

The State Advisory Committee on Area Schools appreciates very much 
your consideration in requesting our recommendations to the proposed 
amendments to section 257.25, Code of Iowa. After considerable discussion 
of the proposed amendments, the Advisory Committee concluded it was in 
general agreement with the proposed amendments and commended the Subcom­
mittee on School Standards of the School Systems and Standards Study 
Committee for this worthwhile effort to remove all references to area 
schools. However, the Advisory Committee feels that additional consider­
ations are necessary prior to the development of the final format of 
these proposed amendments. Specifically, the Advisory Committee would 
encourage the Subcommittee on School Standards to consider the following 
items: 

1. Serious consideration should be given to what happens 
to students iri a merged area that is not recommended for 
approval; 

2. The effective date of the removal of approval of a 
merged area should be changed to July 1 with a provision 
that sufficient advanced notification be provided of this 
impending change in approval status; and 

3. The notice and hearing procedures should be included 
in Chapter 280A and therefore eliminate the confusion of 
referring back to section 257.25. 

I will be most pleased to discuss these recommendations with the 
Subcommittee on School Standards if this seems desirable. 

/ 

EY:dw 

;:rnrely, ~au.r 
State Ady, 
on Area 

cc Dr. Robert D. Benton, Mrs. Virgil Shepard, 
Dr. Max Clark 

ols 

~ 
Committee 



Conclusions and recommendations of this study coITu.~ittee on that 
part of its study dealing with school organization. 

Information made available to the Committee appears to be in­
conclusive with respect to the relationship between quality educa­
tion and input factors in education like breadth of curriculum, 
teacher-pupil ratio and size of school. 

This committee considered to great lengths the question of 
setting up a blue ribbon commission to study and possibly offer change 
in the number and structural school organization. However, in light 
of the absence of a demonstrated relationship between quality 
e ducation and input factors it is difficult to perceive how such 
a Commission could arrive at meaningful rational conclusions. 

Consequently, we suggest an assessment by the Department of 
Public Instruction of "conditions" prevailing in (perhaps) 50 Iowa 
schools considered most vulnerable because of present size and de­
creasing enrollment projections. We suggest this type of context 
evaluation could draw upon experiences in other states facing like 
problems and possibly could deal with sharing of personnel, developin~ 
in-service programs for the staff of small schools, and the formula­
tion of local educational priorities. 

This investigation by the Department should include the initiat­
ing of a cost effectiveness study aimed at ascertaining whether or 
not in these selected Iowa schools there is any significant statistica 
relationship between breadth of course offering and student achieve­
ments, behavior and self concept. 

We recommend that sufficient appropriation be granted to the 
Department to carry out this study and analysis and that the Depart ­
ment carry out by persuasion or, in any legal way, any adjustments 
it suggests in the operation of these schools to improve the quality 
of education . The Department may suggest to the General Assembly 
any proposed legislation needed to accomplish desired goals not 
presently permissible under existing law. 

The Department shall report its findings to the General Assembly 
by February 1, 1974. 



U n I j 
JJ j I --·-~ 

U N I V E R S I T Y O F N O R T H E R N I O WA · Cedar Falls. Iowa so61 3 

EDUCATIONAL CLINIC 
Department of Educational 
Psychology and Foundations 
AREA 319 273-2648 

SUPPLEMENTARY STATEMENT, TO THE MAJORITY REPORT: 
SCHOOL SYSTEMS AND STUDY COMMITTEE 

OBSERVATIONS OF A LAY MEMBER OF THE SCHOOL SYSTEMS AND STUDY COMMITTEE 

As a lay member of the School Systems and Study Committee, I should like 
to convey some of my basic reactions to the work and results of the Committee. 
Aside from the customary amenities---and I sincerely enjoyed serving on the 
Committee and profited from varying and insightful viewpoints of Committee 
members---the experience has increased my concern about the procedures upon 
which legislators are dependent as they formulate "expert" testi11Dny into policy 
statements, and policy statements into law. 

It seems to me that legislators are not given facts upon which to frame 
sound legislation. In this regard, consider how often during t he past two years 
we heard experts declare that "structure" was a major, if not the major, factor 
in determining quality of services. Thus we heard that the structure of larger 
schools would raise the quality of education, and that the structure of special 
educational services was tightly linked to quality of services provided for 
exceptional children. 

As Committee members assessed possible relationships between structure, 
school size, and quality education, they were provided with a September 27, 1972, 
statement from the Iowa Department of Public Instruction (DPI) which stated that 
"the most recent educational research sunnnary reports generally identify ... six 
relationships found in a good school." One of these six relationships was 
breadth of educational program which is often cited by proponents of school 
consolidation as a prime reason for reorganizing Iowa schools. Strangely enough 
at no time was the Committee given any evidence of a demonstrated relationship 
between the number of program units and quality of education. 

The DPI September 27 statement referred to above contains a number of 
quotations from the widely quoted study of Hooker and Mueller, and accurately 
cites the views of these authorities. On page 1 of this DPI statement the 
Committee was informed that "possibly the 100st significant research concerning 
educational quality factors in relation to reorganization and size has been a 
longitudinal s tudy by Kreitlow of the University of Wisconsin." (Krietlow, 
Burton W. "Long-Term Study of Educational Effectiveness of Newly Formed 
Centralized School Districts in Rural Areas - Part Two", The University of 
Wisconsin, Madison, 1966.) 



• 

Page 2 of the DPI statement states t hat Kreitlow concluded that it is 
firmly established that youngsters in a r eo r gan ized school system outperform 
students taught in traditional non-reorganized school communities. 

2 

Any legislator who reads t his is unde r great pressure to swiftly consol­
idate schools---or to feel that he is impai r ing the education of Iowa students. 
I read this statement with amazement . If Kre itlow is correct on t h i s mat ter, 
how then can we explain those extensive research studies which indicate that all 
school -related factors (of which school s ize is one) contribute not more than 
20% to what a child learns or feel s about himself? 

In order to get at th i s quest i on ( i n fairness, I want to make it clear 
that I believe DPI staff is sincerely acting on the basis of facts avai lable to 
them) I went to the original Kre i t l ow s t udy. To my astonishmen~, I di scovered 
that the actual facts of that study conflict with information given the Committee. 

Kreitlow's data is remi niscent of early Head Start projects wh i ch revealed 
promising gains which were later shown to be only temporary. Thus we i ndeed do 
find Kreitlow asserting on page 10 of his 1966 book that student s i n r eorganized 
districts (SIRD) outperformed s tudents in non-reorganized dist4icts (SI NRD). 
But a close reading of the data reveals that the situation is not all that simple. 

On page 10, Kreitlow notes that t he r e was a narrowing of the a chievement 
gap between SIRD and SINRD students by twel fth grade . He also notes (page 10) 
that the achievement differences between SI RD and SINRD were related t o mental 
age and that the methodology used i n comparing initial mental age scor es for SIRD 
and SINRD students is not at all cl ear. In f act, Kreitlow suggest s (pa ge 10) 
that those few achievement test differences noted at twelfth grade (page 65) would 
be reduced still further if mental age and home background we r e cont ro l led. In 
this vein, it is important that i nitial Coleman Report conclus ions were demonstrated 
to be partially invalid because no allowance had been made f or home ba ckground 
factors. There is reason to believe that the Kreitlow experiment suffered from 
the same deficiency. 

Page 65 of Kreitlow ' s book reveals that there are only two stat istical ly 
significant achievement diffe r ences in ach i evements of SIRD and SINRD by twelfth 
grade , while there are nine such differences between achievement s co res of boys 
and girls. Certainly it could be argued th at qualitative education is less 
dependent on reorganization t han upon othe r f actors and that legislat i ve policies 
should be concerned with act ion i n areas t hat are more likely to produce construc­
tive changes. Moreover, Kreit l ow admitted some of these differences are associated 
with problems in controlling for mental age and home background fact or s . 

The achievement differences associat ed with reorganization seem sti l l less 
significant when we note that one of the two a chievement areas in which SI RD did 
better is Biological Science; this type of r esult could be invite d by a :course 
offering which provides more expl i cit sex inst ruction and the value of t h is could 
be questioned. 

Also, what small achievement gains IDfY be associated with consol i dation (and 
might really be due to a "Hawthorne Effect "') are more than counterbal an ced by 

*The "Hawthorne Effect" refers to the fact that sometimes people perform better 
for a short time just because conditions are different. 
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increased social and emotional problems of SIRD, particularly boys. Other 
studies have noted a higher dropout rate in larger schools and a depersonal­
ization process, impairing social and emotional growth, which appears to be 
associated with attendance in a larger school and Kreitlow reports this same 
phenomenon (page 67). This raises a very practical question: just how wise is 
it to reorganize schools if by so doing we raise a few skills, but create social 
and behavioral problems? Why was the Committee not told that this is really the 
choice faced by legislators, if Kreitlow's study is employed as a basis for · policy 
action? 

During the course of Committee hearings, I heard a number of experts refer 
to the presumed economic reasons for consolidation. Not one of these experts 
dealt with the fact that the inter-school per pupil costs for the 22 largest Iowa 
schools range from $1109 to$652 (1969-70 school year). These figures certainly 
suggest that there is considerable inefficiency in some of our larger schools. 
This is particularly the case since there apparently is no evidence that the large 
school which spends $1109 per pupil does any better job than the large school 
which spends $652 per pupilo 

Throughout the course of the hearings, we were told that roore attention 
should be given to special education services. Once again, structure seemed to 
be a prime consideration. Not one "expert" discussed the very real possibility 
that considerable efficiency and cost savings might be introduced if many special 
educators had no vested interests in tagging children "exceptional." 

In this respect, officials of the Iowa State Education Association, an 
organization to which I belong, indicated to the Committee that the per pupil 
cost of educating a child with "specific learning disabilities" is 240% more than 
the cost of educating a "normal" child. Special education authorities have publicly 
stated that from 10 to 15% of Iowa school children have "specific learning disabili­
ties ." However, and in response to my question, Dr. Stone of the University of 
Iowa acknowledged before the Committee that many educational authorities don't know 
what a child with "specific learning disabilities" looks like or how he performs. 
More importantly, there is not a stitch of evidence that any special programs for 
children believed to have specific learning disabilities have fostered the learning 
or adjustment of the children served. Yet legislators are being urged to have a 
"learning disabilities" teacher in every school attendance center! 

There is good reason to believe that many special educators would like open­
ended legislation to fund extensive programs for children with "specific learning 
disabilities." If given legislative encouragement, I have no doubt but that sloppy 
scholarship and questionable diagnostic and remedial procedures will be employed 
in providing what promises to be extremely extensive and highly inefficient help 
for exceptional children. 

Education is in trouble, and throughout the past two years I have joined 
with other Committee members in an honest search for ways to allay those problems. 
But genuine problems cannot be resolved unless they are validly identified. Such 
identification must proceed beyond global and emotionally-tinged statements such 
as "some schools are too small"; "mqre special education programs are needed"; 

"in some schools there is insufficient breadth of course offerings." 

We need clear factual investigations which tell us with reasonable precision 
what type of problems we are talking about and, before legislation is passed, what 
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can be done about these problems. We need to know how quality education is 
impaired because some schools are too small, and how this influences how students 
behave, learn and view themselves and others. We need to know how students fare 
as a result of a breadth, or lack of breadth, of course offerings and in which 
specific curricular areas. We need to know what happens to chil dren because which 
specific special education programs are not available to students who are experi­
encing what types of learning problems. 

These are not impossible questions. I don't expect total answers for all 
qlES t:bns .~ t)afore legislation for educational change is passed_. But I do suggest that 

a general knowledge of the nature of a problem is a prerequisite to legislative action. 

At the heart of the issues is a question which I believe to be of profound 
importance. I have been astonished at the lack of objective facts available to 
the Committee as it has groped for answers to complex issues. Why is it so difficult 
for legislators to get objective facts upon which to base solid social and educational 
legislation? 

I am convinced that the answer to this question is shocking: a central problem 
lies in our universities where "academic freedom" is denied professors who honestly 
seek facts. My experience leads me to believe that this is part icularly the case in 
education, psychology, sociology and history. In many universities professors have 
been rewarded for presenting advisory bodies with misinformation which has led to 
extensive but futile social action. Conversely, professors who have stuck with facts, 
irrespective of their popularity on campuses, have been punished. As a single example, 
professors who maintain that heredity is a factor in shaping intelligence (which has 
obvious implications with respect to educational intervention) have been denied full 
membership in the academic community. 

Some university administrators and professors will respond to what I have 
written here by yelling "foul", but I am confident that these statements can stand up 
under scrutiny of facts. For all practical purposes, the universities have become 
politicized. As one result, legislative leaders all too often get propaganda from 
"experts" who are IOOre concerned about "causes" than about truth. 

I am not the only one to believe that the problem of formulating effective 
school legislation is hampered because many of our intellectual elite confuse and 
obscure the real problems which confront society today. The article "Miracle in 
Milwaukee: Raising the IQ", Educational Researcher, Vol • .!_, No. 10, October , 1972, 
reveals just how difficult it is not only for the public but also for legislative 
leaders to understand educational and social problems so as to formulate sound policies . 

Summing up, I should like to again express my appreciation to the people of 
Iowa for the privilege of working with the Schools Systems and Study Connnittee in 
investigating complex problems confronting Iowa education. At the same time I should 
like to reaffirm my disappointment that final Committee action did not endorse Repre­
sentative Rodgers' proposal for securing additional facts concerning Iowa education so 
that policies might be drafted on the basis of real, and not imaginary, needs for 
educational change. Until such facts are available, it seems that there is little 
merit in legislators listening to the "expert" advice of many professionals who 
make more difficult the job of formulating meaningful and useful legislation. 

G.i}~t~ 
Director, Educational Clinic 


