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, ., INTRODUCTION. Redistricting is the process of redrawing the district boundaries from which 
representatives to the U.S. House of Representatives, the Iowa Senate, and the Iowa House of 
Representatives are elected. The redrawn district boundaries are based upon the resident Iowa 
population of 2,926,324, as indicated by the 2000 federal census. The purpose of the 2001 Iowa Do
lt-Yourself Redistricting Maps is to assist in the congressional and legislative redistricting process 
described in Iowa Code chapter 42. The maps are schematic in that they do not attempt to show the 
relevant size of political subdivisions (cities and townships). Instead, the maps are designed to show 
the contiguity relationships among political subdivisions. 

For congressional redistricting, entire counties are used to build new districts for Iowa's 5 seats in 
the U.S. House of Representatives. The Do-It-Yourself congressional redistricting map shows the 
name and population of each county. The ideal population for each congressional district is 585,265 

(2,926,324+5). 

For legislative redistricting, redistricting data units are used to build 50 new Iowa Senate districts and 
I 00 new Iowa House districts. Redistricting data units generally follow township, city, and precinct 
boundaries to the extent possible. The Do-It-Yourself legislative redistricting maps show the name 
and population of each redistricting data unit. The ideal population for each of the 50 Iowa Senate 
districts is 58,526 (2,926,324+50). The ideal population for each of the I 00 Iowa House districts is 

29,263 (2,926,324+ I 00). Each Iowa Senate district contains exactly two Iowa House districts. 

POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS. The name of each city redistricting data unit appears in upper and 
lower case letters, while township redistricting data unit names appear in all upper case letters. Small 
cities are generally represented as single redistricting data units. Large cities (over 5,000 population) 
are divided into more than one redistricting data unit, usually following the city's precinct boundaries. 
The one exception occurs when a city crosses a county line. Because a congressional district line 
could lie along any county line, it is necessary to divide cities into unique redistricting data units when 
the city is split by a county line. Occasionally, just that portion of a city which lies over a county line 
is not contiguous to itself as one piece. In those instances, that portion of the city's population (in 
the second county) is included in either the surrounding township or adjoining city. No attempt is 
made to indicate on the redistricting maps those portions of cities which do not cross county lines 
and which contain areas non-contiguous to the main portion of the city. 

In the illustration below, the city of Cascade lies in both Dubuque and Jones counties. The portion of 
Cascade in Washington township consists of small, non-contiguous pieces. Since it is not possible to 
include the entire portion of Cascade lying in Jones county in a single redistricting data unit because it 
is not contiguous, those portions of Cascade in Jones county are included in the populations of 
Richland and Washington townships. The rectangle representing that portion of Cascade lying in 
Jones county is shown on the map, but no population is assigned to it. So, for example, in order to 
keep the entire city of Cascade whole in a redistricting plan, it would be necessary to include the 
redistricting data unit representing Cascade in Dubuque county and the Richland and Washington 
township redistricting data units together in one legislative district. By comparison, the illustration 
shows that the city of Zwingle lies in Dubuque and Jackson counties, but each part of the city is a 
unique redistricting data unit with populations assigned. 

The illustration also shows contiguity relationships of political subdivisions to each other. For 
example, the city of Osterdock in Clayton county is contiguous to Jefferson and Mallory townships, 
but not contiguous to Volga or Millville townships. Manchester Ward 2 is contiguous to Wards I 
and 3 and Delaware township, but not contiguous to Milo township. St. Donatus in Jackson county is 



. .. contiguous with both Prairie Springs and Tete Des Marts townships. Some of the more populous 
cities require their own maps, with references to separate maps included on the main map (such as 
the city of Dubuque in the illustration). 
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POPULATIONS. The population in unincorporated township parts completely surrounded by a city 
or city precinct is included in the redistricting data unit representing that city or city precinct. 
Similarly, the population in non-contiguous portions of a city completely surrounded by a township or 
another city is included in the redistricting data unit representing that township or other city. 
Accordingly, the city and township redistricting data unit populations shown on the maps are not 
necessarily identical to the official census counts for those political subdivisions. 

Populations shown for the redistricting data units representing precincts are the populations for 
those precincts as reported to the Census Bureau by the Legislative Service Bureau. These 
redistricting data units generally follow true precinct lines. However, some precinct lines were 
adjusted (for redistricting purposes only) to follow map features allowed by the Census Bureau. The 
ward and precinct numbers for precinct redistricting data units are labeled with a "W" or "P". For 
example, a label of "W2P3" indicates "Ward 2 Precinct 3", and a label of "P4" indicates "Precinct 4". 

Populations shown for township redistricting data units that also include a city or precinct 
redistricting data unit do not include the population of that city. For example, the illustration 
indicates that the population for Taylor township in Dubuque county excludes the population of the 
city of Farley. 

INTERNET ACCESS. The 200 I Iowa Do-It-Yourself redistricting maps and other redistricting 
information is available at the Iowa General Assembly's redistricting web page 
(http://www. legis.state.ia.us/Redist/Redist.html). 
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Congressional Redistricting Data Units with Population 

\ LYON 

J 11,763 
OSCEOLA 

7,003 
DICKINSON EMMET 

16,424 11,027 

110UX 

f 31,589 

O'BRIEN 

15,102 

CLAY PALO AL TO 

17,372 10,147 

KOSSUTH 

17,163 

WINNEBAGO 

11,723 
WORTH 

7,909 

HANCOCK 

12,100 

CERRO GORDO 

46,447 

MITCHELL HOWARD 

10,874 9,932 

FLOYD CHICKASAW 

16,900 13,095 

WINNESHIEK 

21,310 

ALLAMAKEE 

14,675 

FAYETTE CLAYTON 

PLYMOUTH CHEROKEE BUENA VISTA POCAHONTAS HUMBOLDT WRIGHT FRANKLIN BUTLER BREMER 22,008 18,678 

24,849 13,035 20,411 8,662 10,381 
14,334 10,704 15,305 23,325 

WEBSTER BLACKHAWK BUCHANAN DELAWARE DUBUQUE 

1-------1------4------t t"~ l_:DA SAC CALHOUN -- ~ -HAMILTON HARDIN GRUNDY 

1
128,012 l 21,093 

12,369 

18,404 89,143 
103,877 7,837 11,529 11,115 

40,235 16,438 18,812 

t.:::=:::::------if----..1--"-T __ L ____ __j __ ~ _ _j_ ____ L ___ _J_---ITAMA 

~ 10,020 

CRAWFORD 

16,942 

CARROLL 

21,421 

GREENE 

10,366 

BOONE 

26,224 

STORY 

79,981 

MARSHALL 

39,311 18,103 

AUDUBON GUTHRIE DALLAS POLK JASPER POWESHIEK 

BENTON LINN 

25,308 191,701 

IOWA JOHNSON 

JONES 

20,221 

~ 

CEDAR 

18,187 

JACKSON 

20,296 

CLINTON 

50,149 

~ ~-
SCOTT r~::666 ~H•:•~, 173 6,830 11,353 40,750 374,601 37,213 18,815 15,671 111,006 

7 L.. L.. 
L------"----i 158,668 

MUSCATINE 

1
OTTAWATTAMIE 

87,704 

"."\ 

CASS WARREN - MARION MAHASKA KEOKUK WASHINGTON \ __ 41,722 
ADAIR MADISON 

14,684 8,243 14,019 40,671 32,052 22,335 11,400 20,670 
LOUISA 

12,183 , 
MILLS MONTGOMERY ADAMS UNION CLARKE LUCAS MONROE CO. WAPELLO JEFFERSON HENRY 

C 
DES MOINES } 14,547 11,771 4,482 12,309 9,133 9,422 8,016 36,051 16,181 20,336 
42,351 

FREMONT PAGE TAYLOR RINGGOLD DECATUR WAYNE APPANOOSE DAVIS CO. VAN BUREN 

8,010 8,541 7,809 LEE A 16,976 6,958 5,469 8,689 6,730 13,721 
38,052 

Prepared by the Legislative Service Bureau, March 2001 

l 
) 



. -

DO-IT-YOURSELF REDISTRICTING 
City Map Index 

Ames A 
Burlington B 
Cedar Rapids C 
Clinton D 
Council Bluffs E 
Davenport F 
POLK COUNTY G 
Des Moines H 
Dubuque I 
Fort Dodge J 
Iowa City K 
Marshalltown L 
Mason City M 
Muscatine N 
Ottumwa 0 
Sioux City P 
Waterloo/Cedar Falls Q 

Prepared by the Legislative Service Bureau, March 2001. 



JACKSON 
582 

COLFAX 
742 

W3P4 
4484 

BOONE CO. STORY CO. 

FRANKLIN 
2970 

W4P2 
2364 

WASHINGTON 
809 

W3P5 
489 

Map A 
Ames, Story County 

W2P5 
4074 

W2P4 
2930 

W2P3 
2569 

W2P1 
~-~~2259 

W2P2 
1722 

W3P1 
4842 

W1P4 
2331 

W1P5 
2310 

W1P1 
2711 

Ames 

W1P3 
2040 

MILFORD 
569 

GRANT 
454 

Legislative Redistricting 
Data Units with Population 

Key: W2P4=Ward 2, Precinct 4 

Ames Poplulation: 50,740 



FLINT RIVER 
2360 

UNION 
809 

West Burlington 
3161 

MapB 
Burlington Area, Des Moines County 

P10 
2399 

P11 
2232 

pg 
2127 

Burlington 

CONCORDIA 
775 

P1 
2292 

TAMA 
1124 

P2 
2473 

ILLINOIS 

Legislative Redistricting 
Data Units with Population 

Key: P4=Precinct 4 

Burlington Population: 26,839 

A 



MapC 
Cedar Rapids/Marion Area, Linn County 
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Council Bluffs Area, Pottawattamie County 
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Davenport/Bettendorf Area, Scott County 
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Iowa City Area, Johnson County 
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Waterloo/Cedar Falls Area, Black Hawk County 
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