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··1NSPECTOR'S REPORT. 

·· To His Exe Heney, STEPHEN HEMPSTEAD, 

Governor of the State of Iowa,.-

Srn: We, the undersigned, Inspectors of the Iowa P eniten
tiary, beg leave to report to your Excellency, that we have 
carefully examined the Report of the Warden of the Iowa 
P enitentiary, and find it correct. 

We take pleasme in reporting to yon that dnring the en
tire administration of :M:r. George Grigsby, present Warden 
of the Iowa Penitentiary, he has condnctocl the affairs of the 
same with ability and economy. 

All the officers connected with the Institution have een 
fi.1,ithful to perform all their respective duties, and we would 
most_ earnestly recommend that their salaries be increased at 
least thirty per cent., as their pay is entirely inadequate. 

There have been only two escapes from the prison since 
the present Warden took charge of the same, and for them 
he was not to blame in any way whatever. 

Under an act of the General Assembly,. approved J anuary 
13th, .A. D. 1853, the Inspectors and Warden hired out to 
~Iessrs. J. H. Wintetbotham and W . D. Headl~y, the labor 
of all the Convi1;ts that are or may be received in the prison 
for the term of ten years, commencing on the 1st <l:;iy of 
June A. D. 1854, at thirty cents per day for the :first year, 
and thirty-five for the remaining nine years. 

In the contract with Messrs. Winterbotham & Headley, we 
agreed to furnish shop~ for the working of the convjcts, pm: 
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they are to labor four (4j months and then said Winterboth
am & Headley are to pay for one month's labor, and thus 
:monthly thereafter. The same brancheg of business as are 
herein specified, or any that may be carried on by said Win
terbotham & H eadley by the consent of the Warden, are not 
to be ,carried on within the walls of the Prison in behalf of 
the State or by any firm or individuals. 

It is further understood that the said Winterbotham & 
Headley can not assign this c::mtract with0ut the consent of 
t he said Iowa P enitentiary. I t is hereby further understood 
that the said Winterbotham & H eadley are to Lave the use 
.of the tools now in the prison belonging to the State, which 
they hereby agree to return at the expiration of said term, to 
the State in good order, the same as when they received the 
same. 

Each of the above named parties, have mutually inter
•changed a copy of this agreement, ,vhich they have also mu
:tnally signed. 

J A.MES D . EADS, l 
R. W . ALBRIGHT, l Inspectors. 

GEORGE GRIGSB Y, W arden. 
JOHN H. WINTERBOTHA.M, 
W. D. HE.ADLEY, 

BY JoHN W . Wrn'rERBOTHAM. 

: TA.TE OF row .A, } 
L EE C OUNTY. ss. 

Be it ren1cmbered that on this 20th day of July, .A. D.1853, 
before me, James M. R eid, a Notary Public, in and for said 
, ounty and State, personally appeared James D. Eads, and 
R. W Albright, Inspectors, and George Grigsby, Warden of 
the Iowa Penitentiary, upon t he ona part, all personally 
known to be the identical persons, who affixed their names 
to the foregoing instrument .:as parties thereto ; and the said 
John IL Winterbotham, also personally appeared before me, 
:and W. D. Headly by .John H. Winterbotham, to me person
ally known to be the identical person who affixed his name; 
,and the.name •of W. D. Headlyi to the foregoing contract as 
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parties thereto, and all of which the said: several parties,. 
acknowledged the same to be their voluntary act and deed. 

______,,____ 

I l l L. S. I 

In witness whereof, I have· hereunto set 
my hand rand notarial seal, the day and 
year aforesaid. 

JAMES M. REID, 
Notary Public. 

I certify the above to be a true copy, as the same will ap
pear on file in this office. 

WILLIAM HINTON, 
Clerk Iowa Penitentiary. 

The indebtedness of the Iowa P enitentiary, up to the 30th 
day of September, A. D. 1854,, is fifteen hundred and ten 
dollars and thirty two and one half cents, ($1510,32½). The 
assets of the prison up to same date,. is one thousaad and sev
enty four dollars and seventy-three and one half cents, (10'74,-
73 ½ ). There are at least one-third of the assets which are un
available. This will leave the actual indebtedness of the· 
prison ,,at about seven hundred and fifty dollsrs. Add to this
the probable amount, which it will cost to finish shops, &c. , 
at $750 mo1·e, and we have the sum total of fifteen hundred 
dollars to be provided for by the Legislature. 

It will be necessary to have an appropriation for the erec
tion of at least eighteen cells at a cost of two hundred and 
fifty dollar& ea-0h, amounting to four thousa,nd five· hundred 
dollars. 

There should be an: appropriation for the· purchase of six: 
ef Colt's Navy Pistols-, which will cost aboo.t two hundred 
dollars. Also; one thousand dollars to be placed at the dis
posal of the Inspectors-,. for incidental improvements, and one 
thousand five· hundred dollars to pay current expenses over 
the income-from the convict labor. 

The ordinary expenses of the prison will be abollt thre$ 
thollSand :five hundred dollars per anoom. 
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This includes salaries of guards, provisions, clothing, bed. 
din()', lights, fuel, &e., &e. 
. Tl10 ordinary receipts of the prison will be about two thou-. 
sand dollars per annum, leaving abont fifteen hundred dollars1 

to be provided for by the Legislatum, for the support of the 
prison each year. 

\Ve would most respectfully request the General Assembly 
to appoint a committee of three competent men of their own 
body to visit the prison, inspect the shops, and the mode of 
working tho convicts in the sarue. Also examine the book; 
and accounts of the Warden. 

Mr. Richard Quinton, late Warden of tho Iowa P enitentia- ; 
ry, whose term of office expi1·ed in Fcbrnary, 1L D. 1853, pro- ,; 
,od to be in default to the State in about five hunched <l ol- : 
lars, since which time we have ord reel the papers to be for- / 
warded to the Attorney General for collection off the securi- · 
t ies of Mr. Quinton. 

We trust tlie Legislature will give this matter their early 
and favorable attention. 

All of w:hich i& respectfully su bmi,ted. 
. JAMES D

1 
EADS, Chairman. 

JOI-INK. SCHWARTZ. 
Fort Ml.1.clison, Tqwa, ( 

Novombe1; '7, 1854. ~ 
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