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QUALIFICATIONS 
An Applicant To Be 

Eligible For Appointment 

"MUST" 
I. Be not less than 22 and not have 

reached his 32nd birthday. 

2. Be at least 5' - 9" tall without shoes, 
but not over 6' 4" without shoes. 

3. Have a minimum vision of 20/30 in 
each eye which must be corrected to 
20/ 20 and must not be color blind. 

4. Be a high school graduate with a di
ploma. 

5. Be a citizen of the United States. 

6. Be of sound mind and body and of 
good moral character. 

7. Not have a criminal record. 

8. Be proficient in. operating a moto r 
vehicle. 

9. Be able to pass safafactory mental 
and physical examinations. 

If you can meet "all" of the above 
minimum qualifications, and would like 
to apply for the Iowa Highway Patrol, 
contact the District Commander in the 
district in which you reside. 

I Des Moines 8 Mason City 
2 Osceola 9 Cedar Falls 
3 Atlantic 10 Oelwein 
4 Denison I I Cedar Rapids 
5 Cherokee 12 DeWitt 
6 Spencer 13 Mount Pleasant 
7 Fort Dodge 14 Ottumwa 



The Iowa Highwa{ Patrol was established in I 9~o, 
with a total force o 50 patrolmen, a chief and two 
a,sistant chiefs. n 

Since its creation in 1935, the Iowa Highway Pa
trol has grown in stature and number and to 
enjoys one of the most progressive and envia 
records of achievement for any law enforcem 
agency in the nation. 

It takes a real man to do a man-sized job; th~ 
fore, the standards of the Iowa Highway Patrol d1 • 

necessarily high. The Patrol takes pride in its p_er 
sonnel and wants only men of integrity, intellige~ 
and physical fitness. You must have these quali1 I 
to become one of us. REMEMBER THIS: If -yo1 
earn the right to wear the distinctive uniform of thE 
State Patrol, your career as an officer is assured. 

The Iowa Highway Patrol uses the merit system ir 
the selection of patrol candidates. A patrol office 
who completes his period of probationary status 
one year is protected in his position and cannot 
removed without just cause. 

The training program of the Iowa Highway Pa-
is second to none. All candidates for the pa· . 
must attend and successfully complete the require, 
courses of instruction at the Iowa Highway Pa·' 
Academy. Experienced Highway Patrolmen , 
other experts in various fields make up the staH 
instructors for the Academy. 

For members of the Iowa Highway Patrol, +her 
no ceiling for the ambitious. Advancement an, 
recognition for outstanding performance are assure1 
by an especially devised personnel evaluation ! 

+em. All promotions are based on the merit sys+ 

The Iowa Highway Patrol is a proud organiza+:M 
This pride is shared not only by the members of 
patrol, but by the citizens of Iowa. Prestige can 
be bought,-lt is what others think of you. Th 
uniform that you wear identifies you as a membe· ~ 
one of the nation's best law enforcement agenc 
and you are proud to carry out all of your du 
for the benefit of the citizens of the State of low, 
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T H i I O W A H I G H ~ A Y S A F 3 T Y P A ~ R O 1 

I t s Hi dory, DuUes nntl Function; , 

In th e suring of 1()3S a bill wns ua"sed by t he 4fth 1.: c,ncrnl Arspr1bly 
which authorized n force of 53 •1en fo r a St·1 te Hi{"'h\••ny P-"ltrol. Tl1is bill 
-olaced Uie ?ntrol in l>,e liotor Vehicle DeDnrt1'1t·:1t nndc:i.· tlie Secr etnry of 
St ate . At trwt ti•1e ;frs. Alex t:illcr 1•1as Seer tc1ry of State and. 1 • .ti;, 

Wall nce i--ns hefld of tho i'.otor Vehicle De·1nrk1ent. 

J ohn R. Hattery 1,•ho vas servinc as Sheriff of Story County wns sr,lected 
to serve Rs Chi ef of r 3.trol , H11.rry lTec;tle and B. A. Conley v1ho vere in rroec tors 
o f the t[otor Vehi le De-x:irtr:1ent 1-,er.:, selected as the Assistant Chiefs. After 
t hese a~uo intm ents were nade , arrnnge~ents were comuleted to hold a trni~inr 
s c hool for P a trol candichtes a t Cn·-:ri:, Dod,c:e in the Surir1er of 19:55. From 
severnl thousand aoolicotions on file, au-1roxim~tely 100 ~en ~ere selected to 
attend t he trninin .e; school ,,,hich lastE:d for a -period. of 7 ,,,u,ks . Those 
C8ndiclBtes were all citiz ens of t he Stcite of Io1--,a 1 eo.ct had a high P-cllo ol 
education or the equivc"\lent, ,,,ere 5 1 10 11 or nore in hei1~!1t, all , .. ,e r e 25 ye[lrs 
o r older, ,,,ere p;iven a ri f; id ph~rsicnl Pxa.m im,tion; and \,rere inv8s ti gn ted as 
to chara ct er and general st and ing in their hor1e conr,1uni ty. lnr;t ruction ,,,as 
g i ven in the follo1-,inp; subjects: Motor Vehicle Lm·r , Court ?ro c ea_ure , Law of 
Ev i dence, :i!'irst Aid to the Injured, Jui Jitsu , Use of Sniall Fire Arris , Accicle!1t 
I nv es tigat ion n.nd Pa'..rol Tactic s. When this school ,,,as finis lwcl 50 men 1,1ere 
sel ect ed to s erve as memoers of the Io,,,a Hi6hway Safety Patrol. 

In the s1rin~ of 1937 the 47th Uenernl qse~oly passed Senate File 181 
wh i ch authorized. the l,10 tor Veticl e De-'.1ortnent to em:)lO? 7 5 additional men to 
su-p:_-:iler:1en t said patrol. In the .;) llf1r'er of 1937 nnother ?atrol Ca ndidate T rain
i ng School ,,.os held at Cnm;:i Dodge f or a :1er io ll of G v,eeks , and. R course of 
i nstruction simila r to tha t of the 6Chool of 1935 wns g iven. 

Sena te File 181 also :provided t hn t the De,art~ 1 en t •ulcl AD')Oint person s 
fr om tlie Pntrol for the 1)ur··)ose of exa~1inin<"; a-·rnlicants for 0:1erators 1 and 
Cheuff G1J.rs 1 Lic ense,; and on _.;_ur:us t 1 , 1937 ,,,h en -,-,he 75 n evt ? a troli'lan went on 
duty 1 5 men ,,, ere assi,;ned to the j ob of exar0, inin{<; ffnLcnnts for 0uerato r s 1 

and Chauff eurs ' Licenses. 

Senate Fi le 1 81 further nro·viclell that the h end of t he ?io tor Vehicle 
DeY)nrtr1 en t could cle~,ig:nete, not to excAed 14 men. fror.1 th e Patro l RS suucrvi::iory 
o fficers. ':lith t he add ition of 75 ~en to the ori.-:;in~~l 5~\ on Aucnc,t l, 19:W 
t he P8tr ol consistecl of l:-18 rien. \'lith a force of tl1ic,. size , SU'lervir.ory 
officer s ,,,ere nP"'ded and t herefore on Aur,.1st 1, 192:7 th i !'tPPn ·1en '·'ere ;~iven the 
rnnk t-f Scr"~'":mt . The S tnte of l o\·'ct 1-•as diviclec1 into 10 Patrol Districts 
with a hc::dqu.E'ru·r office in ench District. A Sera;l"'H'd, ,, ,es 1)lc1ced in ch,r.·e 
o f the Men in e2ch of tllcr:e Districts, t•-:o '.";er,0~cP 1 1t.r, ,•ere ..,~~, i rned to su1)cr',iGe 
th e '"' Ork of the Pntrolr-1cn on Drivers' License :x:;;'linin,~ D,.:.t.y, ,'!lf.1- t l1e o thP.r 
Ser ,<;eant w,i: 1:>lflccd in the office of the Chief to ns~; i st in vc-rious duties. 

From th e begin:,in,•' of the Pntrol in t~1e su~·,er of 1q~,5 to J -inu·-1 ry l, 1J:i9 0 

t he Pntrol ,- ·•➔ s unuer t11c~ direction of L . .1.:;. \hlJnce l!e.qcl of tll<: 1:otor Veh~ele 
De )<1rtrwnt , Chief Jc:lin R . !l,1tte1·y nnd lliG A~:,ist-m t C1i.icf~ rinrry l-Jestle c1Hu. 

E . A, Conley. 
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At the bccinr,in•; of the yuu· Fl3'.1, _;:,r,rl G-. t:ill~r bee~ •~P SeGret·1ry of 
::;t,ate 1 1;.nd. a1,ointecl 7, H. Vick8r ,tr, hearl of tbe Iiotor Vehirle De.•);1.rtnie:1t. 
Tom Pettit of t he Des i,oincs Police DeDn:r-tr~0nt wos nn·_)ointNl Chief of P'1Lrol, 
but ~Ir. Pettit d.·id no t acce~t thr office, so ~•srii,,tant Ghief E, A. Conl0,v 
wn.s m'!de Actint; Chief o.nci. scn·ed. in t'at C,'-()';~ity until Ja:1J.m7 21, 19:-:,') ,-·110n 

C. A, Knee, \"110 ,,,as servint; ns Si.eriff of Dallas County, ,,,as a~Joi11ted r·s 
Chief of Patrol. E. A, Conle/ t!rnn rcsu.ned his duties as Assistant Cllief. 
At the ber,inni.r1g; of tne ;yc::.r 190J, Ass:i.stont Chief L.:i.rry llestle 1-·as not rc
a inointcd , but did re1:iltin a r1e:nber of t he Patrol to serve as a Pc1trolrmn, 

I n the s )rillg of 19 39 the 48th Gener;:i_l Asse'."'lbly Dassed :::i e~1E1 te File :379 
\lihich c reated a De~0artrient of Public Safet.? nnd provided for the c en tn::liz
ing of all St o. te Perce 0f:':'ic ers therein. This act -pla.ced the DE-,x1rt,:1ent 
u nder the lrovernor of the State o f Io ,,•a . Governor G-ecrge A. Wilson mnointcd 
Karl w. Fischer as Co nmiss ioner of Public s,,.fety. Cof!'.Mis sione r Fischer 
r et~ined bot~ Chief C. A. Knee and Assistant Chief E . A. Conley and on 
SeT)te111ber · -; , 19 39 , fill ed the vEl c nncy of Assistant Chi ef b~t a,, , ointing 
Patro l r.12n Cl8re:1ce Shirer to the DO!':i tion. 

I n the sur1 ...... er of 1940 ther e ,,•ere 13 vacancies in the Patrol and in order 
t o secure nen to fill t hese vacanc i es, another Patrol Candidate Trainin~ 
School was held at Camp Dod1:_;e for a "Deriod of 4 weeks. r:'he men who t~ttacdud 
t his school, as well as the one held in 193, , were selected on the s~me 
bas is and ,,, ere r eq_uir ed to 1:i eet the r::n:1e q_uEtlific2tio:1s as t bose who att ended 
the schoo l of 19~)5 , with the exceotio11 o:f the rri1n1rium 1:1,;e r equire1"en t 1-.rhich 
\,ras redllced from 25 to ?2 by th e 48th Genn·D l .11.s "embly in 1939. 

Fifty-o:1e nen ,,,ere selected to Rttend. the school of 1940, and at the 
clpse of the co urse of instruction 1,rhich 1-1.=rn si:·1ilar to that gi7en in t he 
;Jrevious s choo ls, 13 !"'len were selected and a·nointed to the Pat rol to bring 
i t U"9 to full strencth. Tne r erinind.cr of these r1en ,,!ere placed on the 
r es erve list and since then a munber of tlle:1 have b een a·o·,ointed to fill 
vacancies in the Patrol. 

I n November of 1940 , AsRistant Chi ef~ .~. Conl ey entered the service 
o f t he United Stat.es. 'l'11is vaconcy v·as no t filled. until J :rnuary 12th , 19 <-2 , 
when Sergeants Cl aude Shearer nnd C. 3. Day were a·,),_)ointed ar; .rl.sRistant 
Chiefs to have the n .. nk of Ca-pt:lins. At this ti e Cl.:ire,ice ~hirer r e lin(JIJ.i, :eel 
his duties as Assistant C!lief a.:id since t he t tirie has bP.en in cl,nrge of the 
Drivers 1 .License Divir.ion, having the r;:i_nk of Surye1·intonc<..ent. At t he so.me 
ti~e t he Ser:ennt ass i ~ned to duty in the mnin office of the Patrol was riven 
the n ,nk of 1ieuten,1nt. The t1·.ro District Serf~ennts 1 vc:cnncies 1,•nj_ch occ,~rrcd 
due to the 1 romoti.on of Claud.a Sl.r2'.'::--cr and C. 3, D21:7 1 , •ere filled. by the r,H.m 
who lir\d been r,tll)ervisinr:: the Pntrolr;on on Drivers' t ic e:11Re dut,'.', f.lnd sinc e 
tlw t ti1re tho 10 District Pc1trol Ser,·;e,rnts have been ,u)orvisin1,; the 1·1ork 
of th e Dri· ers 1 Licem:.e ,ion in their Districtr as well as th e 11en on a ctive 
Patrol duty. 

Fro '7 .'I.Uf-:ti,t 1, 19:-Z,5 to July a , 1 ~137 , th e C'nl.nries of t he P,•trol 1••ere : 
Chi ef of Pntrol :;,200 . CQ ncr r10:it.h, Assi~;tr:1,t Chiefs ,>lfG . 00 oe!· riont:1, 
Pntrol"'cn .;ilC0.00 -ncr riom,b . After tlte fir'.it year of r Prvice t.i ie sol~ry 
of a l'"ttro l •· .. -in ,,,ns incre:,rled. ··::i .1,0 ~e r 111onth for c·,ch ~,uccPPcl.i11''. /Cn1· until 
said .. 1h1r y re,1cllud :,.;L'G , 00 ·,X'r riontlt . Frol"l July-~, l CJ?,'? to J: irninr:.' 1 , l :J42 
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thf' snl:1rier, ,,,ere nr follo•,·,.: CJ.ief of ?ntrol .,,?GO.O('.) ~er "'Onth, :,~~irct.<i''lt 
Chiefs .;,lCo,OO ~icr 1,-Jnth, Sert;,;<1nts ..µl3S.OO 1.:,er r1ontt,,Patrolr~en afte1· 0,10 

yem· of service ;;,l~)':i,OO ,,er :'1onth, v:ith le"-'r; than one :,ear of service .;,FiQ,CO 
per r~onth. SincEl Jonuriry 1, 1942 the snliwics Jwve bPen: Chief of Patrc,l 
qi2~·G.GG pr month, C,,!1tuins -Jil83,:S3 ner nontll, Licuten·1nt :P l?O,O0 ner ;,1onth, 
Sc.recants ...ill~0.00 pc•r rio'1Lh, Pntrolr.ien n.fter one yenr of service ,,,140. 00 
"9Pr month, "iti1 less t!En one yc.:,r of service '..;il.15 .00 'Jer r10nth. 1-'enbE;rr of 
the ?atrol aP, also 31101,·ed nctnr>l ex)ens€s incurred 1,•hile on duty a\•'CtY fro'.'.'! 
do!"licile or city in vrnich they c1re stationed. 

Uniforr:is, Patrol Cers, anc. nll neceRRnry su,nlies and 111aterial 0
; are 

f urnished by th l➔ Stc've of Iov·n, T11e su"':ier uniform consist s of t~1e follo1·ing 
it ems: black o.dords , grey trousc'.rs with black stripe on sides: black belt, 
blnd;: holstnr , ;33 Colt s··rncinl revolver, blrck h~ndcuff holder, li:1:1dcuffs, 
b r own p;2bnrdine shirt, blnck neckU.e, bro,··n car.i ,,,i th black visor, e.n d. ,,,n i te 
r a i n coat. For winter the saJ11.e equi,?rient iR worn exceut tan cotton s~1irts 
ar e used instea cl of the brown gr,bnrcline used in the su':'rr1er, anrl r: cliocolate 
br own blouse is \•:orn wi t: a black Sn:n 3ro11•ne belt on vhich is o t ~'lclied the 
ho l ster co ·. t:1 ining the service ,0;-nn and the handcuff hold8r ccntainj_::i ·; a set 
of hRndcuffs , A brovm overcoat is also '?rovided for ,,,inter use. 'I'he uniform 
has been e~sential.ly the sarie si ..: e the Patrol iras or12;':mi:: i exce·,}'.:. that 
u r ior to the fall of 1939, the Patrolren wore breeches and boots, instead 
of oxforcls a 11d trousers uhich are no,, ,,,orn, Ench no.n 1, 1e?-rs 2 s.:::ri21ly 
numbered bad~es - 1 on the ca9 1 the other on the shirt in the sw~~er ~onths 
nnd in the late fnll , winter and snrinG Mlnths it is worn on tl1e blouse, 

A Patrol Ca r is furnished each nan, It displ2ys official licens ~ ~lates, 
and nas a Patrol enl,J.en on each side of the car , .::ach car has the fol 1.o irint; 
eq_ui-or;ient : short 1•ave Police r c.d io r eceiver, siren, s9otlic!;l,t, red li t:ht 
i~ front, red li rh t on the rear, red stoJ li ~h t riounted on right front fender, 
Firc;t Aid kit, toF ciwin, shovel, fle1res, fusees, fire extL1 ~'U :i.sl1er , 2.:1d 
flashli ght, Durin ,.; nor:::nl times the rien drive n~i·)roxirr.: tely SO,OOO niles 
per year. The Patrol has a few P1otorcyclcs thnt Effe used in the SU"l:"1er 
m;nths for s·Jecinl occ·,sio!1s a11d at tines uhen traffic is conr·ested, 

Tl1e main job of the Patrol is to enforce the I1otor Vehicle Lavs and to 
keep traff ic accidents dovrn to a mini:1un. 1·ost of the Pt,trol~rn 1 s tirn c nnd 
effort is sJ0nt in this line of .,,ork and in Rddition to this they nerforn 
other ir1"cio rtan t c1.LJ.ties. Inasr~uch ns eAch cnr is eoui--ned ,,,ith R Police 
r adio receiYer fro:c1 v1i1ich they obtain infor~1stion 8bout 1ersms \·•ho are 
v•c1nted by ot:ter auti.ori ties, they nre on the lookout for ti 1cse :ni·ties c1.t 
al l ti •1es 1··J:en on Pntrol duty. P[1.trolr·1en n.nrel!,,nd P con s id cr,1 ble n.ir1ber of 
w2ntN'l .l)rrce,ns Gc'.Ch ?enr Fithout any [tf)•)YPCi[lbl.e locs of ti n1e from th8ir 
Pr-i.trol c,uty , becm1~e r,,ost Der,-onr ,-Jio nre ,,•n.ntea. use a motor v r,h icle for th1:ir 
t rnns1_)ort,Hion , e.rnl since th e Fn.trol lms a clcc-crhltion of the ':lerc;on 1-1!'1nted , 
as v•el 7_ ['" tl. G lic e:1se nur,bcr of the vPhicl.e he r.riYes, the Potroln;en crm 
witch for tLPso YchiclPs ,,,hile on rer;uJ.Rr PRtrol dut.,,. 

Ti1ere is consider:,ble d.nnr;er in this kind of ,,,ork. In the surin-: of 
1936 , Pl,t r olrn~'n Or...,n Pn9c wns killed b;v· n Fodr;l',l P "'rolct~ 1,•i.o "'n.s W[1 1 tP.d 
fer a number of crir:cf, tl!:tt he lwcl co1:initted nfter being uarol.cd.. I!1 ;..1lr-ir,'.'t 
ci~:ht ;rcarG of F.crYice rnl ;,' on<" rnrtn lws b,~,.n k.i. ll ed. in the lin e of dut ~/ , ,,:~cl 
the l-'9.trol con~~idc· rs itr c'lf v,-,ry f()rtunntf: in not h:ivin,c; lwd more kill eel or 
inj1lrl'd in doii,r, this kind of 1-.rork. 



In t1ddiUon to thr trninint; wLich .1, .. ·e r,ien HC•'ive bcfc;r•p beco,·,inr; 
Pntrol r1e.i , th,.y [!re Lt.;nt c1ln f'nrst of the tir~er i'lnc1- clwn1 ;c s i:-i lm-· enforc,'.' ':1d. t 
t cctics by bl i1•,< r\ quired to ;,ttcr1d refrerhcr scLool.e

1 

for ~:ntrol~1cn. Al.ro 
one licilf of tlio force [1t tends the Pobce Officers Sh•Jrt Course held nt tllc 
University of IowC\ c,1ch ,;1.ir'1r-:rr for 2. period. of one ,,,eek. At this school n 
nun1'oer of ,nluablc courses nro f;ivc,n for Po,,ce Officers which hcln to r:,i~,e 
the stnndnrd of law enforcement. 

The fr lo,,rin,~ p[lTDf;l'['.l;hS ex-,:, lnin or sh::,1,r the :=tctivitr of the Patrol, 
but it shouLd be reme~bcrcd thut in nor~al tines with~ full force, the 
figures for the various nctivi ties 1,:ould be consi,l ernbly hit;her. 

The re~crt of C. A. Knee, Chief of the Iowa Hi~hway Safety Patrol, for 
1942 sho\''S thot the Patrol issued 13,529 Su~1r:1cns tic·,:ets . Thef'.e tickets 
were issued for driving without a driver's licenRo, goin~ throu:~h a stop
si gn , reckless driving. speeding in a restricted zone, o-oerating a motor 
vehi cle while intoxicat ed , passing in a prohibited area, and other reasons. 
11,338 rcsl1lted in convictions and the total amount of f i nes n:1id ,..as 
~165, 50:7-.19 . This money went i 11t8 the school funds in the counties in which 
the violations occurred. No p2rt of the fines or court c osts ~oes to t he 
individua l Patrolnan or t0 th e Patrol i tse lf. 

To aid in kee9ing equipc,ent in efficient \·t0rinn.c; order for safe use 
on the highways, 1B,3C9 tickets vere issued as ITotifications of Ill egal or 
Faulty .iy_ui·oment" Faulty brakes, fault;y head-li~hts o r tail-li ,•·h ts, havin;<; 
no r enr --vicw n1 ~_rror , steerint,;; npr)arntus not adjusted , or vision obstructed. 
were so:.1e of the conditions for. v·bicll these tickets were issued. (The motorist 
is r e(l.ui.red. to hnve this cond.i t;_or. corrected as soon as possible and "'i tllin 
48 hours send e. garaL:e statenent into the District Patrol Offic e verifyin t; 
t hat t he corr ection has been Made. If t his is not taken care of, the motoris t 
is suc,rno ned to a•)1) eRr in court.) 

For motorists who were a li ttle out of line but the violations were not 
of a s erious enough nature to 1,1?.rr,-:tnt sur:if'lons tickets, t'erior.anclul'l of ':i:raffic 
Violation tickets ~ere issued. The nuMber of t hese i ssued last year was 
4,914. 

F ifteen Members of the Pa t rol are assi~ned to examine a~ul icant s f o r 
Operators 1 and Chauffeurs ' Licenses. Las t year 47 , 529 nassed the e~aminotions 
for an 01Jerntor 1 s license; l E, ?83 thE: exa·,ine.tions for a c hauffeur ',., lic ense ; 
and _in ac:di tion , the exariiners renc•··ed. 50 , ~86 , 1942 clw.Llff.=mrs 1 licenses, 

Other interestinP; and imnort :-,nt activities of the Pat rol include 27 hit 
and run clri.,·crs ctc.:i'JrehenJ.ed, 58 ,1issinp; 1:)ersons loceted , 11 5 runm,ray children 
l ocated. , l95 1•ant~~d yiersons rronrehcmd.ed. , and r.;tolen :Jroyierty 1· 1as recov ered 
valued at ~74,148,0J. 

The P·•trol v,o_s on active duty at any siJecinl event whero there FA8 a 
greatly incr0ased. flov• of trn.ffic such an athletic contests, fairs, and 
c elcbratio'1s. Tlie;v· escort.cl troo;i convoys, and lines of m'"'.Y equi-x~0!1t :aovin,:; 
on the i1it;1:i•n1ys. Tlic Patrol coo·., ..:·1--ted \·tith Federnl , St8te, County and 
CJm •unity 11f''.8llCit>s, nr-sisted in ciE;liverin,; Su,;:H and. Gos Ratio,1in!'.; Booi1:,, tl e 
I ntc-rsthtc Cor,'.:,erc:.: Ccnw:ir;sion in tLe inr:oection of truc~s, on 1-evcrnl oc:c:1nicn~ 
the Ic1•1'.l Ilurei:'t: o::.' Criuinal Inv,'Gtir·,tion, t ne Co1..1; ,r SheriffG in locati 11t_; 

ntolf•n Cc. r s, nnd hclt")ini; 1.•ith Blnc:z-Outs and locc1l Scra1_J-Iron Drivos. 'l'Hoy 
alno nssintc:rl P::ilicu in hancllin;; tri'.ffic in local co'.v.,unitics ,:hen the 
conrcstion ,,,, 1 0 out c;f the orclin·1r;,·. 
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The Patrol ~nve 209 tnJ.k~· ln"Cl' the rndio, 'Jrec::entcd. ~07 riovi,!S to <111 

esti~oted totnl nudiencc of 60,000 in the intPrec::t of Snf0ly E1ucation. 
Property savec1. tlU'Ouo;l1. th,~ uc::o of tL.c fire ext· • :ui. · ,·,r 58 ti:~cP,, •·•::u., 
valued :,t ~,29 ,050.00. To asc::ist ir. tllo wnr ef,'ort ( ' First Aid Cl.nsr;cs 
were tau~ht by Pntrol~en. 

Since the outt1 enk of "'P.r a considerable nu'·,bpr of Pntrolr1en hAve 
left the force to be of service to the c0u:1tr:r in the 1,•;:;r effort. On 
J: nuar~, 1, l'J 1l3 a tota~ oi 58 L2d e!1tered. tl1c service of tho United StatP.s. 
These men are in V[lrious branches of the serYice and sor1e of ther.1 are on 
foreirn soil. A few re'Jl2ce1,ents ha\re been r1ade, but on the aboYe date 
the totc,l force consisted of only 79 r1en 1 cor.1-)ared to 128 ,,,hich is the nu~ber 
t he Patrol consists Jf vlien at full force. 
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HISTORY OF THE IOWA HIGHWAY SAFETY" PATROL 

Popul a t ion changes, increased industrialization and extension of trans
portation and communication facilities initially created the need for 
establishing state police and state highway patrols. Some type of 
governmental machinery was needed to provide thre e things: (1) a method 
of providing and maintaining a consistent policy of enforcement (2) eff ec
tive guidance for local enforcement bodies, and (3) better recruitment 
a nd organization of personnel. 

As early as 1915, an attempt was made to integrate some of the functions 
concerned with public safety in Iowa. The proposal to create a Depart
ment of Public Safety was withdrawn and it was not until April 3, 1925, 
.that motor vehicle inspectors were given authority as peace officers over 
e nforcement of certain specific laws. Two years later on April 2 , . 19 2 7, 
thi s limitation in a uthority was partially removed and was extended to 
inc lude any act "for the purpose of enforcing the law relating to motor 
ve hic les." An unsuccessful attempt was made in 1927 to establish a 

' Department of State Police but the bill did not attract serious l egisla
tive consideration . 

Identica l bills to establish a highway patrol were introduced in both 
houses of the State Legislature in January of 1931. The bill authorized 
th e State Highway Commission to employ no more than 3 5 persons to enforce 
th e l aw relating to traffic on primary roads and designated such persons 
a's peace officers. The bill passed the Senate but was lost in the House 
Sifting Committee. A second set of companion bills was introduced in 
1931 . The bill included establishing a Department of Public Safety 
with general police power but this bill was a l so lost in the Senate Sift-
i ng Committee. A bill requiring a license to operate an automobile was 
a dopted by both houses. The Forty-fourth General Assembly did appoint, 
prior to adjournment , an Interim Committee to study the problem of stat e 
law enforcement agencies . A bill was proposed subsequently but was never 
brought to a vote. 

Interest in the creation of a highway patrol continued and yet another 
set of bills was introduced in both houses on March 6 , 19 3 3 . This was 
a comprehensive plan creating a motorized state highway patrol of 210 
members , creating patrol districts, providing for t es ts and examination s , 
instruction, e tc. The bills were again shelved in sifting committees. 

Th ere was ever increasing evidence of favorable interes t in th e crea-
tion of a state highway patrol. Th e newspapers, r e fl ect ing public opinion, 
indicated that it was imperative to establish a state patrol. 

In 1932, Mrs. Alex Miller was e l ected Iowa 's first woman Secretary of 
State. Because of her int ense interest in th e ever inc reas ing number of 
tragi c highway accidents, she felt a strong duty to take remedial action . 
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?!REFACE 

At this time, there was a single detail of 15 men in the Motor Vehicle 
Department. Without special appropriation, authorization or other formal 
legislative encouragement, she created Iowa's first "Highway Safety 
Patrol" consisting of 15 men. Her instructions were, "From now on, save 
lives first, money afterwards." 

After working about a month, the absence of uniforms and lack of special 
training caused some obvious problems. Mrs. Miller called in her little 
group of inspectors, gave them training in first-aid, provided them with 
uniforms for which they themselves paid, and returned the men to duty. 

During the year 1934, there were 69 less deaths, 3,372 fewer accidents, 
and 3, 731 fewer injuries than during the preceding year. Iowa showed 
about a 1 S percent reduction while the nation's death and accident toll 
_increased 17 percent. Undoubtedly, the enthusiasm of Mrs. Miller and 
the apparent success of her initial venture greatly influenced the Legis
lature and in 1935, a bill authorizing a 53 man patrol was passed. It 
was signed into law by Governor Clyde 1. Herring on May 7, 1935. The 
Highway Safety Patrol was placed in the Motor Vehicle Department because 

·' the nature of the work fitted there and partly because of the influence 
of Mrs . Miller. 

On February 18, 1935, Senate File 181 was introduced. It was approved 
by both hous es and signed into law by Governor Nelson G. Kraschel. The 
authorized personnel of the Patrol was increased to a strength not to 
exceed 7 5 additional men. Senate File 181 also provided that the Depart
ment could appoint persons from the Patrol for the purpose of examining 
applicants for operators' and chauffeurs' licenses. On August l, 193 7, 
when the 7 5 new patrolme n were as signed to duty, 15 of them were as signed 
to the driver licensing function. It was further provide d that the head 
of the Motor Vehicle Department could designate supervisory officers 
from the Patrol not to exceed 14 in number. Actually, 13 sergeants were 
appointed--! 0 to sup ervise the newly created districts, 2 as signed to 
driver licensing and 1 to Patrol headquarters. 

From its inc eption in the summer of 1935 to January 1, 1939, th e Patrol 
was under the direction of L. E. Wallac e , head of the Motor Ve hicl e 
Department, Chief John R. Battery , Assistant Chief Harry Nes tl e and 
E. A. Conley. 

In the spring of 1939, the Forty- eighth General Ass embly passed Senate 
File 3 79 which created the Department of Public Safety. This act placed 
the D epartment under the Governor. Perhaps, even more important, th e basic 
essentials of the Motor Vehicle Code in Chapter 3 21 were adopted by this 
General Assembly. 

Subsequent l egislative sessions authorized e nla rging th e t ota l comple
ment as the need for additiona l enforcement became incr easing ly evident . 
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Increased activity in areas associated with enforcement such as public 
education , driver licensing and financial responsibility have further 
emphasized the need for additional personnel. 

Dedicated to its motto of "Courtesy, Service and Protection", the Iowa 
Hi ghway Safety Patrol, a far cry from the original 15 man task force of 
Mrs. Alex Miller, has continued as an effective and far-reaching enforce
ment di vision. 
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THE HISTORY OF THE AUTHORIZED COMPLEMENT 

of 
'"· 

THE IOWA HIGHWAY SAFETY PATROL 

1935 53 Patrolmen 

1937 128 Patrolmen 

1945 160 Patrolmen 

1951 225 Patrolmen 

1957 275 Patrolmen 
·"' 

1959 300 Patrolmen 

1865 350 Patrolmen 

1966 400 Patrolmen 

1968 410 Patrolmen 

.. 
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