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\ 1. POLICY OF THE CQURTS

tempt to interpret the use or the non-use ol the a ath penally

th the large: uestion Ol E.II.I."'.IF'_'l"""!L'[ll. Whv does g court

a LLI 1 arg {4
I I \ offend Why does the court administer punish-
- ' ' vhy de have punishment? The answer 1o these
' | far a an be answered, must be explained in the
" . 4
I | f 1t O] al ||1-,_'-.I = hut the objectilication o ne 1one
I T ethica 1mj ulses of a people f a ommunity it JUTT
If ] NoLUT LT séntence does 1nd 101 what 1 Elf_-'”[.-]' want
| In reality. the court does what the legislature has ordered

e people deem sound practics Im

- dispenses the "Justice'" which the community has crealed The

a court is, therefore, butl the essSEnce ol the peopl

e -
als 'hese In time DECOINC the law

sanctions, appl wals and disapproval

vhich is a social force supported by the emotional and ethical convictions

indicated that law, is the "hardens d form of custom”

Heroert apencer

vhich "formulates the rule of the dead over the living

hat then is the theory of punishment which lies behind the thinking

\s a primary consideration It should be made clear that

| Hal= |-|._,E'.II‘-_.'

when a people are conironted with a threat to security by the commission

f{ a crime they act first and then attempt to find a reason later which

arises from past experiences The English jurist Sir James Stephen
I I

"eriminale should be hated, that the punishment inflicted

ed as to give expression to that hatred

non Lnen should be s0 contriy
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WHAT DO PEOPLE THINK ABOUT CAPITAL PUNISHMENT?

[n spite of the varied attempts to abolish capital punishment majority of
people are in favor of the death penalty for homicide. In 1955 the American
Institute of Public Opinion found that 68 percent of the people favored capital
punishment, 25 percent were opposed and 7 percent expressed no opinion.

[n order to determine what people think about the death penalty for a
definite crime the autno: asked 1142 individuals to express their view,

They were asked whether they "Strongly Agreed', "Agreed", '"Disagreed",
"Strongly Disagreed', or were "Undecided" about the statement; THE
DEATH PENALTY FOR PREMEDITATED MURDER IS JUSTIFIED. Three
eroups of people were interviewed in 1960 in order, to obtain a cross section
or concensus. These included 817 students at lowa State University in Ames,
l[owa. 200 inmates, (100 at the State Reformatory, Anamosa, Iowa and 100 at
the State Penitentiary, Ft. Madison, lowa), and 125 prison guards with about
half from each correctional institution.

Of the total 1142 individuals about two-thirds, 61.6 percent, approved of
the death penalty, one fourth, 26.7 percent, did not approve and 11,7 percent
were undecided, There was a marked difference between the non-prisoners
(students and guards) and the inmates, More than two-thirds of the students,
5. 4 percent, and 70, 4 percent of the guards approved of the death penalty
whereas only one fourth, 23.5 percent, of the inmates approved of the same.
Of the students 18.7 percent were opposed to the death penalty as were 15.9
percent of the guards. In contrast to this 66 percent of the inmates were

opposed to the death penalty. The percentage of those undecided were 10.5

percent for inmates; 11,8 percent for students and 13.5 percent for guards.
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