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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

The Problem Defined 

The authors' interest in the problem of illegitimacy stemmed 

primarily from the work done by Chan, Jaeger, and Kennedy submitted 

to the School of Social Work in the Graduate College, University of 

Iowa, on June 19, 1968. Of the thirty-four women interviewed prior 

to their delivery date at Broadlawns Polk County Hospital, these 

researchers found that all women interviewed planned to keep their 

children. 1 All of the writers had an interest in the problems of 

unmarried mothers in general through their casework experience in 

their practicum agencies. Our research advisor, having done reseoy - ~ 

in this area previously, encouraged further exploration of this 

problem. Through contacts with various agencies in the community, 

the writers found substantial interest expressed in the problem. 

Three particular agencies, Public Health Nursing, Broadlawns Polk 

County Hospital, and the Community Planning Council of Greater Des 

Moines, offered their assistance in this project area. 

In discussing the general area of unmarried motherhood with 

these three agencies, it become evident that there was little 

information concerning the living situations of mothers who had 

1Maria Chan, et. al., 11A Descriptive Study of Illegitimacy," 
An unpublished study by a group of graduate students at the University 
of Iowa School of Social Work, (Iowa City, Iowa, 1968), p. 58. 

1 
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delivered illegitimate children at Broadlawns Polk County Hospital 

and kept their children . We felt that a descriptive study of the 

physical, economic, and environmental settings in which the women 

now find themselves would be of value in planning community services 

to meet the needs of these women. Inextricable intertwined with our 

concerns around these issues, was an interest in the child's welfare. 

As the authors explored and discussed problems these women might 

be facing, we found ourselves basically agreeing with the framework 

stated by Mignon Sauber, Director of the Research Department of the 

Community Council of Greater New York: 

II .this group (i.e., of illegitimately pregnant women). 

faces many serious problems over a long period of time--the problem 

of basic financial support in a family without a responsible father 

in the home; the problem of a child growing up in a fatherless home, 

in a family situation net generally acceptable to American mores and 

in a personal situation that may tend to cause him to withdraw from 

the normal pursuits of childhood, etc. The mother, too, suffers 

many special disadvantages--she may have had to interrupt her education 

and she may find it difficult, if not impossible, to return to school 

because of the need to care for the child, or her employment possi

bilities may be limited, or she may suffer discrimination in housing. 

In general, she may be so overwhelmed by her problems that she sees 

no alternatives but to continue the pattern of living associated with 

the first out-of-wedlock pregnancy and thus she may be unable to 

establish a new pattern more acceptable to society. 112 

2Mignon Sauber, "Unmarried Mothers Who Keep the First 0ut-of
Wedlock Child, 11 A Proposal submitted to the Social Security Admin
istration, U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, 
Washington, D.C. (SSA Project No. 059-2-018, Approved, January 1962). 
Community Council of Greater New York, (N.Y., N.Y.), p. 1. 
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A brief persual of the available social work literature on 

unmarried parenthood revealed that much information was available 

in the following areas: casework services, psychological implications 

of unmarried motherhood and putative fatherhood, maternity care, and 

the relinquishment decision. 3 We were able to find only a limited 

number of resources pertaining to the experiences of the unwed mother 

as a parent. We, therefore, became convinced that a study in this 

area would add some small amount to the knowledge base of social work 

practice. More specifically, we felt that a study of this type might 

better indicate how long-range services could be provided in this 

community for these mothers. 

Purpose and Scope of the Project 

Through this project it was our intention to find answers to 

some of the following questions: 

1. Who are these women? 

2. How are they meeting their current needs? 

3. What would they have liked done during pregnancy that 
would have prepared them for helping their child? 

4. What services were available during and following 
pregnancy and how were they used? 

5. What services are needed and do they think there are 
gaps in services? If so, what needs are not being 
met and how can they be? 

Though ambitious students, the writers realized such a project would 

have to be limited. As local agencies already cited had offered help 

in organizing such a project within their geographic areas of service, 

3colorade State Department of Public Welfare, 11 The Library 
Counselor," Vol. 19, No. 1. (January, 1964), Table of Contents. 
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the writers chose to use the Polk County boundaries as outer 

geographic limits. Additional factors such as, time available, 

man hours available, and realistic ability to locate the respondents, 

further narrowed the scope of the project to the questions listed 

above . 

Agency Approval 

Having set geographic boundaries, it was logical for the 

authors to request the co-operation of Broadlawns Polk County Hospital 

in obtaining the sample for several reasons: (1) Previous research 

already cited indicated that most of the illegitimately pregnant women 

at Broadlawns Polk County Hospital were keeping their children 

following delivery; (2) As the agencies volunteering their services 

were primarily concerned with services and planning for low income 

families, it was logical to take the sample from a hospital whose 

fees were based on the ability to pay; (3) The hospital had extended 

co-operation with previous students doing research; and (4) Though 

no logical connection could be made with the study done there in the 

past, our results might, in some fashion, better connect with results 

obtained using the hospital in the past. After discussing these 

reasons with our research advisor, the hospital was contacted, and 

their co-operation was granted. (see appended letter,) 

Definitions 

A tentative title for the project designated the proposed sample 

as "illegitimately pregnant women". The researchers arrived at this 

definition because we felt it necessary to allow within the sample a 
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married woman bearing the child of a man other than her husband. 

As the authors did not encounter this situation in our sample, the 

authors legitimately redefined the respondents as "unmarried mothers'.'. 

The authors defined unmarried mother as meaning any woman in the 

sample who was not married at the time she left Broadlawns Polk 

County Hospital with the child. 

Services: We defined services as resources created by the 

community in response to needs of the people in that community. 

Public Assistance: Public Assistance was defined as both 

general relief and categorical assistance. 
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CHAPTER II 

EXAMINATION OF THE LITERATURE 

Historical Perspectives 

Until the last few years, studies and research in the area of 

unmarried mothers have concentrated mostly on those mothers who 

gave up or planned to give up their baby for adoption. Factors 

related to the mother personally were the main source of study-

factors such as the impact of the total experience on. her 

psychological make-up, the type of economic background with which 

she was most closely related, her level of education, etc. As will 

be more specifically delineated later, these studies also incorporated 

what social services were available to unmarried mothers, legal 

provisions for them, and health care services that were available 

for their use. 

To illustrate more specifically what such studies included, 

it may be beneficial to take a closer look at several of them. 

George B. Mangold did a comprehensive study of illegitimate children, 

their mothers' background, possible causes of pregnancy, and the 

outcome for the child. The title of this study is "Children Born 

Out of Wedlock" (1921). 

Another study was conducted in the area of legal provisions 

and care for the child and his mother. This study was done by 

Dorothy Frances Puttee and she also included statistical information 

and proposed legistation done in Illinois concerning facts and 

available resources of which unmarried mothers could make use. 

("The Illegitimate Child in Illinois, 1937.) 

6 
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In terms of personal experience in working with unmarried 

mothers, Leontine Young wrote a book entitled Out of Wedlock (1954) 

which was based on her work in this area. The book not only includes 

her contact with unmarried mothers, but the knowledge and contribu

tions of a large group of social workers in both public and private 

agencies as well. 

Departing somewhat from t he norm and thus providing an 

interesting and resourceful piece of literature, Ruth Reed, in 1934, 

did a study on the illegitimate family. She incorporated her findings 

in a book entitled The Illegitimate Family in New York City which 

deals with the treatment of the illegitimate family by social and 

health agencies in New York City. 

In the course of examining the literature available, the 

authors found an early study which was an exception to the general 

trend of research done in this area at this time. In 1928, Madorah 

A. Donahue did a study entitled 11 Children of Illegitimate Birth 

Whose Mothers Have Kept Their Custody. 11 This study was based on 

an analysis of the histories of children of illegitimate birth who 

remained in the custody of their mothers. The study was initiated 

at the request of a number of social agencies and institutions. 

From this brief sketch of the literature available on 

unmarried mothers during the twenties, thirties, and early fifties, 

it is possible to see that the emphasis in providing service as 

well as available literature in this area was based on the notion 

that the unmarried mother had either given up her child for adoption 

or had planned to do so. Gradually a change of focus began to take 

place and people started becoming concerned about the unmarried 

mother who made the decision to keep her child. 
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Not many studies and actual research was conducted in this 

area, but the authors found a few interesting articles relating to 

the gradual change in perspective of the unmarried mother and the 

alternatives available to her. Rose Bernstein has written two 

articles which illustrate this change in perspective. The first 

was written in 1960 and entitled, "Are We Stereotyping the Unmarried 

Mother?" In this article, Bernstein suggests that social workers 

and all those who may have any extensive contact with unmarried 

mothers should divest themselves of some of the stereotyped images 

of mothers who find themselves in this situation. She expresses 

her opinion that the unmarried mother may be more 11 normal 11 and 

healthy mentally than some theories suggest. 

In her second article, entitled 11 Gaps in Service to Unmarried 

Mothers 11 , Bernstein is concerned about the services available to 

unmarried mothers according to their indiviudal needs. She writes 

about prenatal care, follow-up care, which usually ends with treat

ment, phychological treatment that should be available if a mother 

wants it, and social care for her depending on what the mother 

decides to do or if she may have difficulty in making any decision 

at all. Bernstein 1 s main concern in this article is how to 

coordinate adequately all of these services so that the best possible 

and most comprehensible care is available for any unmarried mother. 

In this same general area, Ursula M. Gallagher, a specialist 

on adoption and services to unmarried mothers, delivered a speech 

to the American Protestant Hospital Association at the Salvation 

Army Program in Dallas, Texas, in which she stated her opinion that 

there is a definite demand for a more comprehensive program of 

services to be available to unmarried mothers and their children. 
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The title of her speech is 11 Changing Concepts in Comprehensive 

Service to Unmarried Mothers and Their Children • 11 Concerning 

those unmarried mothers who keep their children, she states, 

11 Although each year more children are being placed for adoption, 

the number of children kept by their mothers is increasing. And, 

social agencies are not meeting their responsibility unless they 

include--as an important part of their fundtion--services to help 

the unmarried mother who wants to keep her baby •. 

LAs an example of one service being offered to unmarried 

mothers who have decided to keep their child, Gallagher cites/ the 

Berean Institute in Philadelphia is cooperating with the State 

Department of Public Welfare Lwhic!J" has been offering vocational 

training for the past seven years to a group of unmarried mothers 

who have kept their babies. Casework service is available to the 

girls and their parents, and day care is provided for their 

children while the mothers are in classes. This project is sup

ported by funds made available . by the Children's Bureau to the 

State of Pennsylvania. 114 

After examining these articles and studies which reflect the 

trends and emphases of the literature available in earlier years, 

the authors began reviewing more extensively what was currently 

written on the subject of those unmarried mothers who kept their 

children. 

4ursula M. Gallagher, 11 Changing Concepts in Comprehensive Service 
to Unmarried Mothers and Their Children. 11 A speech given at the 
American Protestant Hospital Assn., February 16, 1966, (Dallas, Texas). 
Reprinted for publication by the U.S. Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare, Children 1 s Bureau, (1966), pp. 3-5. 
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Current Emphasis 

The first of those most recent studies and articles which 

pertain to unmarried mothers who kept their child, and which the 

authors felt related to this project was done by Elisabeth Tuttle, 

entitled, 11 Serving the Unmarried Mother Who Keeps Her Child. 11 (1962). 

She is concerned with the most efficient service to be given to 

mothers in this situation and suggests that a sound and accurate 

diagnosis of cultural and economic factors of the girl be taken into 

consideration when working and planning with her. Tuttle also feels 

that unmarried mothers who keep their children remain too removed and 

keep themselves isolated from involvement in the community. In light 

of this, it is her opinion that the community and agencies within the 

community should see to it that these women are made aware of and are 

insured of having services available to them to meet whatever needs 

they may have. 

A somewhat different but nevertheless important area of concentra

tion was taken upon by Patricia Garland in 1963. She was the author of 

an article entitled 11 The Community's Part in Preventing Illegitimacy. 11 

The feeling she expressed in this article was that the community as a 

whole has an obligation to not only provide services for those 

unmarried women who keep their babies, but to take any measures which 

may be necessary to prevent or at least reduce the possibility of 

recidivism and new occurence in this area. 

Sanford Kanz wrote an article also in 1963 entitled 11 Legal Pro

tections for the Unmarried Mother and Her Child • 11 This article appears 

in the March-April edition of Children and deals with the legal rights 

of unmarried mothers in keeping their children, how those rights can 

be challenged, and how laws affect minors who become unmarried mothers. 

In relation to this general topic, the authors were of the opinion 
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t hat not enough is written about the legal rights of the unmarried 

mother . Furthermore, that what is written and established is, more 

than not, unknown and dangerously unfamiliar to the mothers this 

project and others like it are concerned with. 

In that same issue of Children, an article entitled 11 The School 

and Unmarried Mothers 11 , by Jerry L. Kelley can be found. Kelley 

discusses one area of service being tried in Pennsylvania and Oregon 

which has to do with furthering the education of unmarried mothers 

who so desire it. He describes the unmarried mother as a good 

achiever and states that schools have witnessed these mothers finding 

satisfaction in accepting the student role as pa.rt of being a 

5 11 mature mother". Kelley also suggests that more states should invest 

in providing educational programs for unmarried mothers who have kept 

their children, and she feels that Pennsylvania and Oregon are good 

examples of what has been done in this area. 

One author who was concerned with the limited amount of expressed 

concern for the unmarried mother who keeps her child which exists 

today took it upon herself to suggest some "priorities in social 

action11 which should be concentrated upon by social agencies and 

communities. Ruth Chaskel discusses these priorities in her article, 

"The Unmarried Mother--Is She Different?", and she is of the opinion 

that this task should begin by attempting to create a more favorable 

community climate for acceptance and availability of services for the 

unmarried mother who keeps her baby. Her article also connotes a deep 

concern for the deep, intimate feelings mothers have about themselves. 

5Jerry L. Kelley, "The School and Unmarried Mothers," Children, 
Vol. 10, March-April, (1963), p. 62+. 
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11 The vast number of unmarried mothers who keep tJ-,.eir babies need 

sustained assistance in being good, joyful mothers •.• with shored-up 

ego strenght. This includes tangible services to make it possible 

for them to remain or become whole persons in their own right. Housing, 

school, homemaker teaching, employment opportunity, day care, and 

financial assistance all fall into this category. 116 

In this area of actual research and findings, the authors found the 

following studies: In May 1965, Ellery Reed conducted a study and make 

a summary of 118 unmarried mothers in Cincinnati who kept their children. 

In his study, he discusses the mothers' health, the psychological 

testing of their children, asks why they kept their babies, and spends 

some time on the resulting marriages of the mothers. 

In another study done in New York City and in California, the 

living arrangements, how the mothers were supported and general physical 

descriptions of the women's living circumstances were examined. The 

results and findings of this study were written in a column entitled 

11Here and There", and published in the January, 1966, edition of Children. 

In May of 1965, Helen Wright did a study entitled, 11 80 Unmarried 

Mothers Who Kept Their Babies." In this study the following factors 

pertaining to the circumstances of the unmarried mother are examined: 

Characteristics of the mothers, the life of the mother--marriage and her 

financial situation, other aspects of the mother's life, the adjustment 

of the mother, the welfare of the child, the total situation, and the 

matter of services. In her introduction, Wright states1
, 11The lack of 

knowledge about this large number of mothers and children must be a 

matter of concern to all who are interested in the welfare of children. 

It is, LthereforU, 

6 
Ruth Chaskel, "The Unmarried Mother--Is She Different?", 

Child Welfare, Val. 42, (1967), pp. 65-74. 

. . 
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with the hope of making some c ontribut ion /to this area/ that 

knowledge about one group of these mothers and their children is 

presented in this report. 117 

One study wh ich was of s i gn ifican t value to the authors of this 

project was done by Mignon Sauber. The title of her proposed study is 

"Unmarried Mothers Who Keep the First Out - Of -Wedlock Child. 11 In this 

study, Sauber proposed to study "unwed mothers who have had on~ out - of 

wedlock child and who did not plan to place the child for adoption. 

The purpose of Lhi'i7 study was to discover the characteristics of 

these women and their needs in order to find possible ways for the 

community to assist them and protect them and their children from 

excessive hardships, thereby lielping them to build new lives for them

selves, lives that would reduce the likelihood of their continuing to 

8 
bear children out - of - wedlock." 

Another more recent study in the area of unmarried motherhood 

was conducted by the Community Planning Council, United Community 

Services, Des Moines, Iowa. Th.is study made several recommendations 

pertaining to the beginning of planning and social action to direct 

living adjustment needs of unmarried parents and their children. 

Limitations of the Literature 

After reviewing the · available literature on the subject of 

unmarried mothers who kept their babies, the authors of this project 

came to the conclusion that , in certain respects, there were some 

limitations on the literature available in this area. To begin with , 

the definition of the unmar~ied mother more often than not includes 

7
Helen R. Wright, Ph.D. , 11 80 Unmarried Mothers Who Kept Their 

Babies," S~ate of California Department of Social Welfare , Children's 
Home Society of California, Los Angeles County Bureau of Adoptions, 
(May , 1965), Table of Conten ts , and pp. 1 - 2, 

8 
Sauber , 2£_. Cit. , p. 1. 
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only those mothers who are younger and who usually do not plan to 

keep their child. Also, the assumption is too often made that the 

unmarried mother does not marry. 

In terms of the role of the unmarried mother in family life, 

the approach is too often taken that her part in the family is 

somehow different from those mothers who are not in her same situation. 

The authors also found that there are too few descriptive studies 

done in 'the area of unmarried mothers who kept their children. 

The majority of studies and research projects that are undertaken 

are done in a theoretical, value - oriented framework. In relation 

to this limitation, the authors were unable to find studies covering 

any time-span relating to unmarried mothers who kept their children. 

That is, what differences there may have been in the needs of these 

mothers immediately following delivery as opposed to those five or 

even ten years after the child was born were not considered in any 

of the studies cited. 
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CHAPTER III 

DETERMINATION OF SAMPLE AND METHODS 

The Setting 

As already mentioned, the geographic area of the sample was 

confined to Polk County, Iowa, and the sample was obtained from 

records from Broadlawns Polk County Hospital. 

The Sample 

At the time of this study, the children of the respondents 

ranged in age from approximately four to six years of age. It was 

the thinking of the authors that the greater the period of time the 

unmarried mother had had her child, the more prepared she would be 

to participate adequately in our project and respond meaningfully 

to questions about services needed in the child-rearing function. 

Secondly, we thought that the longer the period of time since the 

child's birth, the less likely would be the possibility of locating 

the mothers in the sample. Thus, the two biases--experience is a 

teacher and unmarried mothers are a mobile group--led to the sample's 

time-span: November 1, 1962 to November 1, 1964. In short, the 

sample consisted of unmarried mothers who delivered children during 

that time-span. 

During that time, three-hundred-eight illegitimate births were 

recorded at Broadlawns Polk County Hospital. Of these three-hundred

eight births, the writers arbitrarily chose to set the size of the 

sample at eighty. We hope that this sample would yield a significant 

number of respondents. The three-hundred-eight illegitimate births 

were then consecutively numbered in their chronological order and 

15 
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eighty were selected through the use of the table of random numbers. 

In the event that any mother in the sample had two children 

within the time-span of the sample, it was decided that the older of 

the children was to be the focal point of the interview. In one 

instance, a mother gave birth to twins, and, for the purposes of our 

study, we assumed that her experience was not significantly different 

from other mothers in the sample who had single births. 

Uniform standards were set to contact each mother in the sample. 

The authors used the most current address listed at Boardlawns as our 

first attempt at contacting the women. In those cases in which we 

found the mother at that address, the interview schedule was administered. 

If there was no answer at that address at the time of the first contact, 

we made two follow-up attempts. If there was no answer in those three 

attempts, we contacted Public Health Nursing to obtain a more recent 

address. Public Health Nursing was seen as an ideal back-up source 

because they routinely contact all obstetric cases from Broadlawns 

Polk County Hospital. If a person other than the mother answered 

the door at the original address, we asked if the resident had know

ledge of a forwarding address for the woman. The forwarding address 

was then handled as the original address. In the event that there 

was no response at the door or no forwarding address, the name was 

then given to Public Health Nursing. Forwarding addresses furnished by 

Public Health Nursing were, in turn, handled as the original address. 

Should three attempts on these forwarding addresses have produced no 

results, the name was then put into the 11 dead-end 11 category. (See 

diagram of process on following page.) 

Stratification of Sample as Indicative of Representativeness 

The authors thought it might be helpful to evaluate the representa -
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tiveness of the original sample. This was carried out through the 

process of plotting the most recent addresses on a map of the city of 

Des Moines which was stratified according to the system of stratification 

developed by the U.S. Public Health Service. This system used by the 

U.S. Public Health Service to institute community disease control, 

evaluates census tract areas according to units of dwelling, number 

of occupants per dwelling, extend of deterioration, and number of 

toilet and health facilities. Each census tract is then classified 

"ddl 1 · · 1 9 as upper, mi e, or ewer socio-economic c ass. Plotting our sample 

on such a stratified map revealed the picture illustrated on the map 

page 19,lO on 

According to statistics based upon a United Community Services 

survey of the use of clinical medical fClcilities by residents of each 

strata, it is known that the clinetele of clinical facilities is composed 

of eleven per cent (11%) upper, thirty-one per cent (31%) middle, and 

fifty-eight per cent (58%) lower socio-economic strata.
11 

Calculation 

of our sample of eighty (80) unmarried mothers that kept their child-

ren reveals that 9.6% upper, forty per cent (400/4) middle, and 50.4 

per cent lower socio-economic class women are involved. This is based 

9For details and further reference, see 11Action to Control Diseases 
in Health Deprived Neighborhoods," Department of Health, Ed4cation,and 
Welfare, Atlanta, Georgia, July, 1968. 

lOM~p stratification done by Robert Williamson, Communicable Disease 
Control :pft icer, Polk County Heal th Department, Des Moines, Iowa. 

11unpublished data from the Polk County Department of Public Health 
based upon11Transportation and Patient Origin Survey for Ambulatory 
Patients Attending Outpatient Clinics at Broadlawns Hospital and Des 
Moines Health Center and Planned Parenthood. 11 United Community Services, 
Mimeographed, August 1, 1968. 
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STRATIFIED MAP OF 1HE SAMPLE USED IN IBIS PROJECT 

Clear/ /Central Business District 

Vertical ll7 Upper Soc-Economic 

Dotted i;::~i Middle Soc-Economic 

Horizontal gfJ!f1 Lower Soc- Economic 
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upon seventy-three (73) rather than eighty (80) women since seven 

fell outside the area of the Des Moines map. Recalculating on the 

basis of eighty (80) women , our figures then become ten per cent (10%), 

37.5% and 52.5% in the upper, middle, and lower classes respectively. 

This, of course, cannot be shown on the map since West Des Moines, 

Altoona, and Norwalk are not included in this map. 

Compared to the criteria delineated above by the Polk County 

Health Department, our sample appears to be fairly representative 

of the clientele of Broadlawns Polk County Hospital. 

Interview Methodology 

The writers initially considered two methods of obtaining data. 

The first possibility consisted of a process recording to be made 

within a loosely structured format which each interviewer would 

administer. The second possibility was a questionnaire to be filled 

out by the women. There were advantages and limitations to each method. 

Advantages to the process recording approach included informality, 

flexibility to follow the course of developments within the interview, 

and an opportunity to encourage creative thinking on the part of the 

respondent. Limitations of this method would include difficulty in 

codification of responses, tabulation of data, and maintaining 

consistency in interview structure. 

Advantages to a self-administered questionnaire were seen as, 

simplicity of tabulation, less time-consuming administration, and 

uniformity in structure for each respondent. Disadvantages of this 

method included the possibility of misinterpretation, no provision 

for unanticipated responses, and there was no opportunity for personal 

contact with each respondent. 
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It was thought that advantages of both could be maximized and 

disadvan tages of both could be minimized by combining aspects of the 

two methods. We therefore constructed a questionnaire that we thought 

included a definite structure, encouraged creative thinking on the 

part of the respondents , allowed for personal contact with each 

respondent , was easily coded and tabulated, and could be administered 

with relative objectivity . 

The first draft of the interview schedule was reviewed and revised 

with the hlep of our research advisor. Copies of this revised interview 

schedule was sent to all agencies in the greater Des Moines area working 

with unmarried parents. Their reactions, responses, criticisms, and 

suggestions were solicited, (See appended letter.) While awaiting 

their responses, we pre - tested the proposed interview schedule on 

unmarried mothers from our practicum agency caseload, Further revisions, 

warranted by these interview experiences and afore mentioned agency 

responses, were made. 

Uniformity of interpretation of the interview schedule to respon

dents was assured by the active participation of all four authors in 

the construction of the instrument. To assure continued uniformity, 

interviews were conducted by the authors in pairs. Each author conducted 

interviews in the company of all other authors in the course of the 

study. Interviewing was done in pairs so that one person could record 

responses of the women and the other could be used as a resource person. 

In retrospect, it was felt that the presence of two interviewers added 

a sence of legitimacy in the eyes of the mothers. 

Interviewing Technique 

The writers were of the· of the opinion that the success or failure in 
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obtaining cooperation from the mothers would depend largely upon our 

opening statements of explanation and introduction. For this reason, 

we formulated a standardized introductory speech. (See appendix.) The 

statement made it clear to the respondents that their participation 

was voluntary. If the mother's response was favorable, she was then 

informed that any information she chose to divulge would be considered 

confidential. In this regard, respondents were also informed of their 

right to refuse to answer any question and to ask for clarification 

of any question. 

Interview Schedule Limitations 

Limitations that other research groups in this area might consider 

include several factors. The method of attempting to contact 

respondents could be more detailed through the use of such sources as 

social service exchange, the city directory, marriage records, and 

the Polk County Department of Social Services. It was our feeling 

that the use of any of these agencies would destroy the uniform 

possibility of contacting each member of the sample. 

The apparent mobility of the women in the sample since the time 

of delivery obviously affected the number of successful interviews 

completed. Urban renewal and freeway construction compounded the 

mobility factor of a significant portion of our sample. 

In the course of our interviewing, we also found the interview 

schedule to be somewhat biased in that we had not anticipated 

subsequent marriage after delivery and the affect this would have on 

attitudes and responses of the participants. 

The number of interviewers and the time available limited the 

size of the sample and hence the number of potential respondents, as 

mentioned earlier . The writers felt it appropriate to note here that 
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the results of this study are descriptive only of the sample involved 

and, at best, can be used as a bases for speculation concerning 

similar women in this community. 

Before the findings of the study are discussed, some general 

obs e r vations about our interviewing success should be noted. Of 

eighty (80) women in the sample, we managed to locate and enlist the 

co-operation of twenty - seven (27) in participating. Twenty-five (25) 

of the twenty-seven (27) completed the schedule, and two had not kept 

the child a significant lenght of time (one woman's child died shortly 

after birth, and the other was placed for adoption before the child 

was three months old) to complete the interview schedule. The 

structure of the schedule dictated that these two respondents would 

not complete the instrument beyond question twenty-eight (28). Five (5) 

women exercised their right not to participate in the project, and one 

woman's mother did not wish to give a forwarding address. In introducing 

ourselves to the husband of one of the women, we perceived that he 

had no knowledge of his wife's illegitimate pregnancy. Realizing this, 

we felt it best not to press for an interview. We received definite 

indiciations that ten (10) of the women had moved out of the state. 

Therefore, we accounted for forty-four (44) - -(55%)--of the sample. 

Mobility, time-span since the birth of the child, subsequent marriages, 

and, we assume, that deaths account for the uncontacted portion of 

the sample - -thirty-six (36), or 45%. 
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CHAPTER I V 

DI SCUSSION OF THE FINDINGS* 

Picture of the Respondents 

Most of the women contacted had been born in Polk County. Table I 

indicates that 85 . 2 per cent of the respondents (twenty-two women) were 

born in the county , with the remaining 14.8 per cent (five women) being 

born elsewhere. 

Bir thplace 

TOTAL 

TABLE I 

BIRTHPLACE OF RESPONDENTS 

Polk County 
Other 

Respondents 
Number Per cent 

27 

22 
5 

100 

81. 5 
18.5 

The results of a question concerning the residency of respondents' 

parents were quite similar. Twenty- three of the respondents with a 

living parent said the i r parents were in Polk County (85.2 per cent), 

*As men tioned ear lier, twenty - five of the twenty-seven respondents 
completed only the f i rst twenty - eight questions of the questionnaire. 
For this reason, totals of respondents will vary between twenty-five 
a n d twen ty - seven in the discussion of the findings. 

24 
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and f our state d that their living pa.r ents were residing elsewhere 

( 14 . 8 pe r c ent ) . 

Only t wo racial groups we r e evidenced in the sample - -Caucasion 

and Negro i d. Of the Negro respondents, 59 .,3 per cent were represented 

in the sample wi th the remaining 40.7 per cent being Caucasoid. 

Race 

TOTAL 

Negro 
Caucasian 

TABLE II 

RACE OF WOMEN I N THE SAMPLE 

Respondents 
Number Per cent 

27 

16 
11 

100 

59.3 
40.7 
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Age Category 

TOTAL 

19-25 
26-33 
34-38 
39-43 

26 

TABLE III 

RESPONDENTS AGE CATEGORIES 

Respondents 
Number Per cent 

27 

11 
10 

4 
2 

100 

40.7 
37.0 
14.8 

7.5 

Table III indicates that the greatest share of the respondents 

were under age thirty - four. It should be remembered that these 

ages are for women with children between four and six years of age, 

making the majority of the women ( 70. 4 per cen.t) under age twenty

five at the time the child was born. 
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TABLE IV 

MARITAL STATUS OF WOMEN IN THE SAMPLE 

Marital Status 

TOTAL 

Married 
Not Married 

Respondents 
Number Per cent 

25 

15 
10 

100 

60.0 
40,0 

As Table IV indicates, a significant number of the respondents 

(fifteen of twnety-five) had married since the birth of the child, 

All fifteen indicated they were still married to that same man, and 

that this had been their only marriage since the birth of the child. 

Of the ten women who had not married following the birth of the 

child, six had never been married and four had been married some 

time before the birth of the child (but were not married at the 

time of the child's birth). 
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TABLE V 

RELIGIOUS PREFERENCE OF THE WOMEN 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Preference 

TOTAL 

Protestant 
Catholic 
No Preference 

Respondents 
Number Per cent 

27 

22 
4 
1 

100 

81.5 
14.8 
3.7 

With one exception, all the respondents showed a specific 

religious preference as shown in the above Table. 

Of the twenty-five women who completed the interview schedule, 

a majority did not consider themselves active in church activities, 

fourteen of the twenty-five felt they were inactive in church 

activities, and ten stated they were fairly active while one 

indicated she was active. None of the women considered themselves 

as being very active in church activities. It may be added the 

only one of the women stated she had contacted her church's social 

service agency in regard to plans concerning her child (concerning 

the decision to keep or release for adoption). 



I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
l 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

29 

TABLE VI 

FORMAL EDUCATION COMPLETED BY THE WOMEN 

Grade Respondents 
Number Per cent 

TOTAL 27 100 

7th Grade 1 3.7 
8th Grade 1 3.7 
9th Grade 2 7.4 

10th Grade 7 25.9 
11th Grade 10 37.0 
12th Grade 5 18.5 

2 years of College 1 3 . 7 

Table VI indicates that a significant percentage of the 

respondents had attained some high school education. The mean 

grade completed was 10.6 years, with the mean and mode being 

eleven years completed. With the exception of two cases, this 

educational level had been attained before the birth of the 

child around whom this project centers. Though six of the 

respondents terminated their educat i onal t r aining with high 

school diplomas, only one of these received her diploma following 

the birth of the child. Times at which other women discontinued 

education are shown in Table VII . 
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TABLE VII 

TERMINATI ON OF FORMAL EDUCATI ON 

When Formal Education Terminated Respondents 
Number Per cent 

TOTAL 27 

Before or during previous pregn a ncy 16 
Completed high school 6 
During the referred - to pregnancy 3 
After referred - t9 pregnancy 1 
After previ ous pregnancy 1 

100 

59.3 
22 . 2 
11.1 
3.7 
3.7 

As is evidenced by the above Table , a majority of the women 

had discontinued educati on s ome time prior to the referred-to 

pregnancy . 

Of the respondents , 72 per cent e xpressed a desire to take 

further educational tra i ning, but were not specidic as to what 

kind of education they felt they n eeded or desired, One might 

wonder what condit i ons cau sed the women to discontinue their 

educational training . Ninety - two per c e nt (92%) of the girls did 

not feel that they had encountered a n y specific problems prior to 

dropping out of , or sin ce r e - e n terin g , school . The Graph (I) on 

the following page shows tha t nearly on e - half felt that they were 

kept from returning t o school fo r r easons other than those 

related to pr egnancy . 
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GRAPH I 

WHY MOTHERS DID NOT CONTINUE FORMAL EDUCATION 

- -------------------------------------============ 
Reasons 

TOTAL 

Problems not 

related to 

pregnancy 

(48%) 

Respondents 
Number Per cent 

25 100 

6 

Financial 

Problems 

(24%) 

5 

Graduated 

(20%) 
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TABLE VIII 

EDUCATION OF RESPONDENTS ' PARENTS 

-----------=-=======---===-=-----------------------------------------------
Education Completed Father Mother 

Number Per cent Number: Per cent 

TOTAL 27 100 27 100 

Grade school (less than 7th) 6 22.2 3 11.1 
High school (7th-12th) 7 25.9 14 51.4 
High school graduate 3 11.1 8 29.6 
College 2 7.4 0 0 
Trade school 0 0 1 3.7 
Don't know 9 33.3 1 3.7 

In addition to educational background, the authors asked several 

questions relating to the women's past family history. Respondents 

indicated that 55.6 per cent of their fathers had a semi-skilled source 

of income, and 22.2 per cent of the fathers worked at skilled jobs. 

The women indicated that 59.3 per cent of their mothers worked. Of the 

sixteen working mothers of the respondents, eight were considered 

unskilled (usually doing light housekeeping or other forms of house

cleaning jobs), three were considered semi-skilled, two were considered 

skilled, and the respondents were unable to sufficiently describe the 

employment of the other three. 

Twenty-two of the respondents had three or more siblings, many 

of these came from large families of eight children or more. More than 

85 per cent of the responden ts parents had only been married one time, 

with the fathe r s of the r esponden t s having more second marriages than 

the mothers. 
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TABLE I X 

PRESENT CUSTODY OF THE CHI LDREN 

-=-============================================================== 
Location Respondents 

Number Per cent 

TOTAL 27 100 

In home 24 88.9 
Dead 1 3.7 
Legally separated by cour t 1 3.7 
Placed for adoption 1 3.7 

Table IX shows the current placement of the children of the 

twenty-seven mothers who participated in our project. The reader 

may have already noticed that the above notes only twenty-four women 

with the child in their home, and yet many of our percentage 

tabulations how twenty-five of twenty-seven respondents. Earlier 

reference has been made to the variances of twenty-five and twenty

seven, but no explanation was given for justifying the inclusion of 

one mother whose child is not currently in the home. One mother lost 

physical custody only recently through a temporary court order, and 

we felt she had retained custody long enough (nearly five years) to 

make adequate assessments about her child rearing patterns. It was 

also felt that including her information would add to the value of 

the study by giving us some insight into the problems of one woman 

in the sample who, in the eyes of t he court, had not met the 

communities s tandards of child rear ing. 
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TABLE X 

MOTHER'S SOURCE OF INCOME SINCE THE BIRTH OF THE CHILD 

Source Respondents 
Number Per cent 

TOTAL 25 

Public Welfare 14 
Father of the baby 4 
Husband other than the baby ' s father 4 
Self 3 

100 

56 
16 
16 
12 

The women were asked to indicate their most important source 

of income since the birth of the child. Table X indicates that 

slightly over half had seen Public Welfare (including both categorical 

programs and county relief) as their primary source of income. It 

must be remembered that a time-span of four to six years is involved 

in determining an answer to this question. For example, a mother 

whose child is six years old had to consider the entire income used 

for raising the child over that length of time. Remarried women 

may now be relying on a husband's income, but had used public 

assistance for several years prior to this development and considered 

it as a primary income for the six years as a whole. 
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TABLE XI 

REASONS FOR DIFFICULTIES IN JOB FINDING 

Reason Respondents 
Number Per cent 

Felt it better to stay home and 8 32 
care for child 

Lacked experience , education or 6 24 
training 

Could not get child care arrangements 5 20 
Poor health 1 4 
No difficulties or never looked 12 48 

Table XI indicates the women's responses to the question 

concerning difficulties they may have had in seeking or accepting 

employment. Of the women interviewed, eighteen were not employed. 

Of these eighteen, six were seeking work (three were seeking full

time work, and three were seeking part - time work), and one other 

woman, employed in a work- training program, was seeking full-time 

employment. The seven women who stated they were employed at the 

time of the study we re all working at or in full - time jobs. 
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Twelve of the women stated that they had been employed before 

delivery of the child and had terminated employment since delivery. 

Some women gave multiple reasons for terminating employment, hence 

the total of responses in Table XII exceeds twelve. 

TABLE XII 

REASONS FOR TERMINATING EMPLOYMENT FOLLOWING DELIVERY 

Subsequent pregnancy .•...•.... 4 
Inability to get child care ... 4 
Wish to stay home with child .• 3 
Poor health .......... ..•...... 2 
Subsequent marriage •.•.•.•..•• 2 
Lack of necessary job skills •. l 
Public assistance ....••.•.•..• 1 
Health problem of child •.•...• l 
Too old to get another job ••.• l 
No incentive to get a job •..•. l 

In regard to the last response given in the preceeding table, 

one woman on public assistance said that too much of her job earnings 

would be deducted from her grant, and that 11 It just didn't make sense 

to work for nothing." 
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TABLE XIII 

MONTHLY INCOME 

Average Monthly Income 

TOTAL 

$ 0-$100 
$101-$200 
$201 - $300 
$301 - $400 
$401-$500 
$501 or above 

Respondents 
Number Per cent 

25 

0 
1 

11 
4 
6 
3 

100 

0 
4 

44 
16 
24 
12 

Table XIII shows the monthly cash income the women and their 

families were receiving at the time the study was done. 
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TABLE XIV 

MEDIAN INCOME RELATED TO MARRIAGE AND ADC RECIPIENCY 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Position in Relation MARITAL STATUS Res)ondents ADC Status 

to Median Income Mar- Sin- Mar- Now Never Volun- Termi- ~DC 
ried gle i:-ia:ge on on tarily noted sub-

sub- ADC ADC with- total 
total drawn 

Above Median 
Income 12 0 12 2 4 6 0 12 

Below Median 
" Income 3 0 3 3 0 0 0 3 

0 10 10 8 1 0 l 10 

TOTAL 15 10 25 13 5 6 1 25 

The above Table contains information pertaining to the modal 

income of twenty-five respondents, which was $250.00 per month. All 

the women whose family's cash income exceeded the mean income figures 

were those women who had married since the birth of the child and were 

living with their husbands. Of these twelve women, two were receiv

ing public assistance for other children in the home (not the legal re

sponsibility of their husband). Six of these twelve women had with

drawn from A.D.C. after getting married, and four had never received 

public assistance. Of the thirteen women at or below the median, and 

mean income, eleven were receiving A.D.C., one was working full time, 
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and one was receiving job training through a federal government pro

gram. Of the eleven women below the median incomes on A.D.C., eight 

were not married, and thr ee were married. Inc rements of income on 

our interview schedule were broad , thus limiting our ability to define 

precisely the financial circumstance of the women. However, it was 

quite obvious that the financial condition of the married women was 

considerably better than the financial condition of the unmarried 

women. With data available, we were able to state with certainty 

that the unmarried women were definitely in sub-standard financial 

circumstance as compared to the total of our sample. 
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TABLE XV 

WHEN THE MOTHERS FIRST RECEIVED PUBLIC ASSISTANCE 

R d t espon en s Wh en F' t R 1.rs ece1.ve d 

12-
Before 

11 - birth 
of this 

10- child 

9 -

8 -

7- TOTAL: 25 
Start- (100 Pe 

Number 6- ing short-
Did ly after 

5- not the birth 
apply of this 

4- or child some-
re- time 

3- ceive since 
birth of 

2- child 
,, 

1-

Per cent 20 48 I 20 12 

Further questions concerning the use of public assistance re

vealed that 88 per cent or twenty-two of the mothers had applied for 

public assistance, and only one had withdrawn before receiving some 

financial assistance. Times when the mother , first received public 

assistance are ahown in Table 15 above. 

r cent) 
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TABLE XVI 

TOTAL LENGTH OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE RECIPIENCY SINCE BIRTH OF CHILD 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~------------------------------------
Length of Time Respondents 

Number Per· cent 

TOTAL 25 100 

5 to 6 years 8 32 
4 to 5 years 3 12 
3 to 4 years 2 8 
2 to 3 years 1 4 
1 to 2 years 1 4 
0 to 1 year 3 12 
Refused to answer 2 8 
Did not receive 5 20 

The above Table indicates the total length of recipiency in one 

year increments over the time the child has been in the mother's care. 

In approaching the length of time the mothers had received public 

assistance, the researchers were faced with a maze of possible approaches. 

Should the writers include total length of recipiency over the re

spondent's life span? Only the length of recipiency since the child's 

birth? What about repeated application and withdrawals or terminations? 

As the study revolved around the women's relationships concerning one 

child, we decided to ask for the total length of time each woman had 

received public assistance since the birth of the child to the date of 

the interview . 

Of the twelve women not on public assistance at the time of the 

study, six had voluntarily withdrawn at an earlier date, one had been 

terminated by action of the welfare department, and five had never 

applied for/or received public assistance . It is therefore obvious 
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that of the twent y - five respondents, twenty had received public 

assistance at some time prior to the study, since the birth of 

the child, or we r e receiving it at the time of the study. 

In examining the women ' s future orientation with the amount of 

cash income and/or length of time on public assistance, no significant 

relationships were noted. The researchers found that determining 

criteria to establish " future orientation" was indeed difficult, and 

this may account for the lack of significant relationship. Many women 

expressed 11hope 1·1 and 11 desire 11 for the future, but these may have not 

been realistically based. Imagine the difficulty of coding this 

answer to "What will you be doing five years from now?" Answer: 

"Raising a ten-year old kid. 11 

Each respondent was asked how they would spend an extra fifty 

dollars at the time of the interview. Most of the respondents' said 

the money would be used for monthly living expenses: clothing for 

the children, groceries, utility bills, and medical expenses. Based 

on the women's responses, it was the subjective opinion of the authors 

that many of the respondents were worried about meeting current 

financial obligations. It may be noted that none of the women felt 

that our generous theoretical fifty-dollar gift would go very far 

in solving their financial problems. 
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TABLE XVII 

LIVING ARRANGEMENTS OF THE M01HERS 

Living Arran gements 

TOTAL 

Self 
Husband (Not father of the child) 
Husband (Father of the child) 
With parents 

Respondents 
Number Per cent 

25 

10 
6 
6 
3 

100 

40 
24 
24 
12 

The above Table indicates the living arrangements· the women 

I 
interviewed had made at the time of the study. Ten of the twenty-five 

women were living independently, six were living with husbands who were 

fathers of the children in the study, six were living with husbands 

who were not the fathers of the children, and three single girls were 

living with their parents. Twelve of the women had lived at their 

present residences for less than three years, and thirteen had lived 

at their present residences three years or over. 

The responses of the women indicated that the mean length of 

residency at their address at the time of the study was 2.9 years 

(computed from six month increments). The corresponding median 

residency was 3.0 years. And the distribution of years in residency 

was bi-modal with the peaks being six months and six years. The 

twenty-five women had moved a total of thirty-five times in the three 

years preceeding the study ; which would .indicate a mean move of 1.4 

moves per respondent in the last three years. 
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The distribution is highly skewed to the right due to the fact that 

two of t he women a ccount ed fo r n i n eteen of the thirty-five moves. 

On the basis of t hi s d i s tribution, the med i an and modal numbers of 

moves would be zero. In r egard t o mobility, it must be remembered 

that these twenty-five respondents represent less than one-third of 

the sample; thus , no stron g co nclusions could be drawn about the 

supposed stabil i ty of re s idenc y . Our statistics indicated that the 

twenty- five respondents wer e well-settled in their current homes 

with the two notabl e exc eption s cited above. 

When asked what they would look for if they were to move into 

a different residence , nearly all the women wanted larger homes or 

apartments than they were living in at the time of the study. More 

bedroom and closet space we r e mentioned frequently as desirable 

features, and likewise, many mentioned a desire to live in "nicer" 

neighborhoods. It is interesting in this regard, that only one 

woman expressed a desire to move to a different section of the city. 

All other respondents gave the interviewers the impression that they 

preferred to remain in the general area of the city in which they 

resided, but would like t o move to a "nicer" housing within that 

area . 
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TABLE XVI I I 

SOCI AL I NVOLVEMENT 

------- --------------------~-------------------- ---------------------------------------~-~~-----~-----------------------------------------
Am t. 0 f A ct1.v1.ty T .·ype o f A ct1.v1.ty 

Church School Neighborhood Social Orq 
No . Per cent No . Per cent No. Per cent No. Perce 

TOTAL 25 100 25 100 25 100 25 100 

Inactive 14 54 11 44 12 48 20 80 
Fairly 
active 10 40 6 24 4 16 1 4 

Active 1 4 6 24 4 16 3 12 
Very 
active 0 0 2 7 . 4 5 20 1 4 

nt 

Table 18 indicates neighborhood and other social involvements. 

Of the twenty - five respondents, twelve (48 per cent) indicated they 

were 11 inactive 11 in neighborhood activities (which the interviewers 

defined as visiting with neighbors, attending neighborhood functions, 

having coffee with nearby residents, etc.). Five (20 per cent) of 

the women defined themselves as being 11 very active 11 in the neighbor

hood in each of two categories : 11 active 11 and !'fairly active 11 there 

were four respondents. The women were then asked if their social life 

was satisfying to them , and if the birth of the child had impaired 

their social life . Twenty-three (92 per cent) felt their social life 

was satisfying, seventeen felt that the birth of the child had not 

affected their social life, eight felt that the child's birth had 

affect ed their so c ial life . Of the two women· who· were: not . satisfied 

with t h eir social life, o n e felt the birth of the child had affected 

her social l i fe , the other did not . 
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In a ddition t o the six wo men wh o h a d ma rried the fathers of 

t h e chi ld in t he study, four other women we r e still seeing the 

father of the child. The other fifteen s t ated t h ey were not h a ving 

a ny soc ial contact wi th the father of the child . 

When asked i f t h ey had o ccas s i o n to s e e a lawyer for any legal 

problem since t he birth of the child, sixteen (64 per cent) stated 

that they had seen a l a wyer, half o f them reported the reason as 

being concerned with the chi l d. Reasons f or engaging a lawyer are 

given below: 

Obtai n child s upport . . ..............•.... 2 
Adoption o f child by step- father .... . .... 2 
Establish gua rdiansh i p of child . . ........ 2 
Obtai n divorce . .. . . . .. . .................. 2 
I nsur a nce claims from auto accidents .. ... 2 
Child negl ect action initia ted by county.2 
Shoplifting .. .. . . . ... .. . . . . . ............. 1 
Appealed welfare termination ............. 1 
Car sold to under-age son . ............... 1 
Not expla i n ed .. ... . . ..................... 1 



----------------------
TABLE XIX 

MARITAL AND RESIDENTIAL SITUATIONS COMPARED WITH SUBSEQUENT BIRTHS 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- -- ---------~-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------
Present Marital Sit uation 

No. 

Marr ied sin ce birth of chi l d 
a n d s t il l married to t he 
same man 

15 

Presently divorced 
Not married since birth of the 
child but had been married 
pri or to birth at some time 

4 

Never have been married 

6 

TOTAL 25 

Residential Sit uat ion 

No . 
Husband other t h a n 
father of the ch i l d 6 

Husband who is th e 
father of the child 6 

Present ly separ a t ed 
from husband 3 

Independent livin g 4 
arrangements 

Living 
with parents 3 

Independent living 
arrangements 3 

TOTALS .2,5 

Respondent s 
Subsequ ent 

Legiti- I llegiti-
mat e mat e 
b irths b irths 

6 3 

9 0 

3 0 

0 2 

0 6 

0 3 

18 14 

Birth 
t o t a l 

9 

9 

3 

2 

6 

3 

32 
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Tab l e 19 , whic h i s o n t h e pr ec eed ing page, sh ows t h e b ir h s 

t hat t he wome n int e r v i ewed h ave experienced s ince th e b irth ,of e 

child i n the s t udy . 

All t he respondent s we r e asked if th ey we r e s t ill spen d i ng 

t ime with the fa t her of the child i n t he study . Te n wome n a n s we r ed 

affi r matively . S i x were mar r i ed t o , a nd l i ving wi th , he fath e r o f 

the child i n t he s t u dy . Two women were s ing l e , h ad n eve r be e 

married, and were seeing th e fathe r of t he chi l d , one woman was 

married to t he fat her of t he child , separ a t ed from h im , a nd living 

independen tly , a nd o n e woman who h ad been married a nd d i vorc ed p r i or 

to t he birt h of the ch ild i n the s t udy . On ly o n e of the se e n wome n 

reported subsequen t i l legi tima t e births. 
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TAB:i:.,E XX 

USE OF CHILD CARE SERVICES, BY INCOME OF MOTHERS 

=======~============================================================== 
Respondents Incomes 

$0-100 $101-200 $201-300 $301-400 $401-500 $501+ Total 

Would use 
services 0 1 6 2 3 3 15 

Would not use 
services 0 0 4 2 3 1 10 

TOTAL 0 1 10 4 6 4 25 

Table 20 above indicates the desire of the women to use other 

child care services in relation to the income of the women. Nine of 

the fifteen women expressed a preference for pre-school arrangements, 

the remaining six were split equally between preferences for baby

sitting service and day care services. 

Twenty-three of the twenty-five respondents indicated themselves 

as being the person with primary responsibility for care/ of the child. 

The other two respondents indicated that paid independent help was 

primarily caring for their child. Both of these women were employed 

full - time, one was married to the father of the child, the oth~r was 

not married and living independently. 

Fifteen of the mothers indicated they would consider using Qther 

child care services. Six of the seven women who w~re employed full

time indicated a desire to use other child care services. 
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TABLE XX I 

USE OF SPECIFIC COMMUNITY SERVICES 

-------- ------------------------------- ----------------------------------------- ---- ------------------------ --------------------------------
Ser vice the mothe r s use 

Well-baby c linic 
Public Hea lth Nur ses 
Public agency 
Public s chool 
Vocational c o unselin g 
Private family agency 
Would not use any 

Respon ses signifying a value 
of the service 

20 
19 
19 
17 
16 

8 
l 

All responden ts were asked which of a selected list of services they 

felt were most helpful to mothers like themselves. As many mothers list

ed several helpful servic es, totals of responses to this question ex

ceeded the number of responses . Table 21 contains the information per

taining to this particular aspect of the study. As noted above, 

private family agencies were seen as least needed of those listed. 

Only two of the twenty-five r espondents had utilized private family 

agencies ; one woman received pre-natal counseling at her church's 

social service agency , and one woman had taken her child to the Des 

Moines Child Guidance Center for a limited time. 

The authors were primarily concerned with the services used by the 

mothers following t he child's birth; their views of which services were 

needed, what k inds of services they would like to see available, etc., 

but were also interested in finding out what help the mothers had 

sought or rece i ved i n decidin g t o keep the child instead of relin-

quishing it for adoption or foster placement. The authors found that 
•. ' 

all twenty-five of the responden ts felt they had complete freedom 
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t o make the decision to keep their child. Twenty-two of the twenty-

five women tel tha't 

of keeping 1:he child a 

. ey h ad adequ a ely assessed the responsibility 

h e time of th e child 1 s bith. Twenty-one of 

the twenty-five women s tat ed tha t 'they alone were responsible for the 

decision t,o keep ·their chi ld. Four women stated t hey had received 

help in mak ing th e decision; t wo women were aided in their decision to 

keep th e child by the father of the baby, one woman felt her parents 

had helped h e r in mak ing t he dec ision, and o n e woman said that her 

doctor had h e lped her think abou·t the decisio n. All women were asked 

how much help they had been g i ven by their doctors in making this 

decision; nine t een felt the ir doctors were of no help, and six in

dic a t ed some help. 
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TABLE XXII 

ADVICE THE MOTHERS WOULD GIVE AN UNWED MOTHER 

------~----~~---------~-----~-~--~~-----------------------------------------~---~~~---~-~--=~--~•--=--~--=--=----- -~------------- ------------
Respon se 

TOTAL 

Definitely keep t he child 
No defin i t e advice in a nyway 
Keep child if circumstances allow 
Give up child 

Respondents 
Number Per cent 

25 

16 
6 
3 
0 

100 

64 
24 
12 

0 

The interviewer s asked each woman "What advice would you give to 

a girl who finds herself in the same situation you were in?" (meaning 

at the time of pregnancy). Their responses were subjectively analyzed 

by the interviewers into categories which appear in the above Table 22. 

The women who would advise a girl in a similar situation to keep 

the child all verbalized a strong moral obligation to the child and 

felt that "things always work out in the e n d", or ''Where there I s a 

will, there ' s a way". Similarly , all these respondents felt that "the 

child should not be punished .. . " Respondents not willing to venture 

any definite advice all felt that the decision was too personal and 

individualized to make general stat ements about it. Respondents 

suggesting that a woman in a similar situation keep the child "depend

ing on circumstanc es" were quite similar to the respondents who ven

tured no definite advice, but attempted to qualify the conditions which 

would justify keepin g or releasing the child. Though some of the 

women made a qualified statement that some mothers should give up their 
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children depen d i n g o n c ircumst a nces ( usually " if t he mother is too 

youn g"), no n e o f t he women made su c h a s a t emen ·t wi thout qualifications. 

The mos t d iff icul r e s pon se t o c ategor i z e c ame from a woman who stated 

" Don ' t let no boy bo h e r yo u until y o u a r e e i ghteen." 

Three of t h e t e n c urre ntly unwed women f el t t hey were having more 

diffic ul t y in r a i s ing the ir ch i l d tha n i f t hey had a fa t her figure in 

t he home ; t hese wome n we r e a l l s i n g l e and h ad n ever been married. One 

divorc ed woman who fel t th e p r esen c e of a fat her figure would hinder 

the raisin g of a chi ld wa s very r e t i c ent towar d men and stated that 

11 none of t hem are a ny damn good 11 • The o t her six single, divorced, 

or separated respondent s could see no appreciable differences in rais

ing a child wi t h o r wi t hout a fa t her f i gu re in t he home. 
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GRAPH I I 

PERSONS TO WHOM THE MOTHERS WOULD LI KE TO TALK 

------- -------------------------------------- -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Person Respondents 

Number Per cent 

TOTAL 25 100 

8 8 

Would not like to 11 0ther11 

talk to anyone (32%) 

(32%) 

5 

Social Worker 

(20%) 

Graph 2 illust rates those persons to whom the respondents felt they 
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would like to t a l k . Seventeen of the t wen ty-five respondents stated 

t hat th ey wou ld l i k e s ome on e a vailable t o t alk wi t h if problems arose 

i n rai s ing the ir child - -pr oblems which they may not be able to handle 

on t hei r own. 

Twelve of t he twenty - five women indic ated that they had used 

various resource per son s t o disc uss problems they had encountered in 

r ais ing t heir ch ild . Six of t hese twelve indicated they had used more 

t han one such resou r c e per son. Two women indicated they had used three 

resourc e persons , a nd o n e indic a t ed usin g four (two of these three 

women were single , the other was married). Though more married women 

had used a resource pe r son , more s ingle women who had talked with re

sourc e persons had t alked with more resource persons. Resource 

persons most commonly mentioned were; social worker (seven responses), 

mothers in the same s ituati on~ . doctors and nurses (four each), psychi

a t rists (three responses) , o n e each for respondent's mother, former 

school teacher of respondent, and the respondent's employer. 

Seventeen of the women indicated they knew of some social services 

available in the community shortly following the birth of the child. 

Five of these women s t a t ed they had discovered additional child-rearing 

resources, and six women who had no t been aware of services in the com

mun i t y at the time of t he birth of the child had discovered some re-

sourc es. Thus, twenty-three of t he twenty-five women in the study 

were awar e of some services fo r parent s like themselves at the time of 

t he study. 

All women we r e asked what changes in the community would best help 

unmarr ied mot he r s who keep t he ir children. The responses given to the 

int ervi ewers i n c l uded : 
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High e r we lfare grant 
Higher we l fare wo rk allowance 
More granting 0£ emer gency financial help 
Mor e h umane trea ment by welfare depart ment 
Discussion g roup o:f unwed mot h e rs wit h children 
Mothers g roup led by a n exper in chi ld rearing 
P r e -na t al counselin g r egardin g available services 
Pre-na t al counselin g r egar din g decision to keep or release child 
Health servic es £or mothe r and child 
J ob trainin g a n d vocational co uns eling 
Social a c tivities £or unmarri ed mothers with children 
Psychiatr ic consultat i o n a t reasonable £ees 
Planned parenthood c ounseling services 
Part-t ime employmen-t possibilit ies 
Bett er housing available at decent rates 
More available legal services 
At t i tude changes t oward unmarried mothers who keep their children 

Limit ations 

In digesting the disc ussion 0£ the findings, the authors hasten 

t o c aution the reader against mi sinterpretation. As mentioned early in 

this project, only for t y -four of the eighty women in the proposed sample 

were a c counted for, a n d of this number, only twenty-five completed the 

int erview schedule. Though our sample seemed fairly representative, at 

least by the standar ds suggest ed in Chapter 2, the results discussed 

herein represent approximat ely one-third of that sample. The sample 

itself was a random sample of approximately one-fourth the number of 

t o t al illegitimate bi rths a t Broadlawns Polk County Hospital during the 

t ime-span of the sample. These limiting factors must be kept in mind. 

Secondly, we found the women in the sample to be a relatively 

mobile group, and th;e t went y - f i ve completed interview schedules reflect 

th e a ttitudes of the less mobil e of t he sample group. Mobility apparent

ly lessens wi th age , and our sample reflects this fact. In the study 

by Chan, Jaeger a nd Kennedy , c i t ed earlier, nearly 80 per cent of the 

women receiving pre-na t al care a t th e same hospital one year before the 

wri ting of this study were age t wenty or under. Seventy (70) per cent 



l 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

57 

of our respondents were age twenty-five or under at the time of delivery. 

The autho~s can therefore conclude that our respondents are typical in 

respect to age at the time of the birth of the child or that there is a 

trend toward delivery at younger ages over recent years. 

In doing our interviewing of the women, the authors discovered 

we had fallen victim to the not infrequent bias of looking at the un

married mother as a younger woman in her teens. Our interview schedule 

reflected this bias in (a) not dealing with total size of the woman's 

family, (b) not adequately anticipating a substantial number of women 

who had married since the birth of the child, and (c) not being struc

tured towards the needs of older women. 

Maintaining uniformity in contacting the eighty women in the 

sample added a bias to our study. In limiting our sources of information 

on their present whereabouts to (a) most recent address given by the 

hospital, and (b) Well-baby clinic (through public health nursing) we 

were unli~ely to obtain some of the women who had changed their names 

by marriage. Secondly, we were more likely to find women with low in

comes who would be using available public services. However, had we 

gone to the city directory or marriage records, or like sources, 

biases in other directions would have been as likely. 

Another important limitation that affected the administration of 

the study was the time factor. Had more time been available, a more 

in-depth method of contacting women in the sample might have been de

vised, and a more detailed interview schedule administered. Though not 

mentioned earlier, the average length of time used in administering the 

schedule was approximately 40 minutes. In regard to the time available 

for the study, it should be noted that the authors spent more than 400 
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hours i n l o c at i ng respondents (drivin g more than 600 miles in the 

g r eat er Des Moines area) . 

The final limita t io n t hat the authors feel should be mentioned 

is that the results report ed in this study are representative only of 

I 
the twen ty - five women i nt erviewed. The results can in no way be in-

terpreted as representa t ive of all unmarried mothers who kept their 

ch ildren , or even of all unmarried mothers in the Des Moines area who 

kept their children . 
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CHAPTER V 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

In assessing this group of women who delivered illegitimate 

children at Broadlawns between October 31, 1962 and November l, 1964, 

the authors reached some tentative conclusions and summations through 

subjective analysis of our personal interviews with the mothers, as 

well as the data given on our questionnaires. Blending the two 

sources of data, the authors make the following observations. 

The group as a whole is a low-income group. The authors found 

that immediate financial obligations played an important part in the 

women's lives, and that most of them lived in poorer neighborhoods. 

Even the married women who were working to supplement family income 

were only in a middle or upper-lower income group. Though only half 

were currently receiving some sort of public assistance, all but two 

had received public assistance sometime between the birth of the child 

and the time of the study . Sixteen of the twenty-five said that public 

assistance had been their primary source of income since the birth of 

the child . 

The researchers found that many of the women, when asked "What 

should be available to mothers like yourselves in helping to raise 

your children?", mentioned services now available (planned parent

hood, health services, job training, legal services, etc.). Obviously 

they lacked knowledge of specific services now available. It was 

apparent to the authors that the mothers were handicapped in getting 

services by the lack of a centralized "single parent'' referral service. 

With their lack of social involvement, it would be a definite 
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advantage t o have a c entralized ser vi c e of some sort that would at 

leas have a l l pe r i n e n t r e f erral ma e r ial . 

Th e autho r s wer e s t r uck by the co nce rn of every woman interviewed 

over h er 11 being a good par e n: 11 • At some point i n every interview the 

mot he r sought support or advi c e from the interviewer around the raising 

of h e r ch i ld . Ser v ices in r e l a i on t o th is need that the women expressed 

seem t o be mos t appr opria t e . We would appr oach this problem with two 

ideas i n mi nd ~ 1 . educ a tion, a nd 2 . s upport of the mother as an adequate, 

we l l ~int ent ion ed , int e r est ed , a nd involved parent . Educational content 

wou ld deal wi th parenting t e chn i q ues a nd skills, basic knowledge of 

child development, a nd t he availabi l i t y of services in the community. 

A n umber of women exp r essed a n interest in visiting with other women in 

s i mi l a r circumst a nc es . We f e lt tha t t hey were basically asking for 

support in r aisi ng t heir child r e n , a nd t herefore this is the second 

point we sugges t be kept in mind . As no t ed in the study, these women 

a r e soc ial ly withdrawn a nd a r e i solat ed from supportive sources even 

wi th i n t heir n e i ghborhood . We were most impressed with their desire 

t o be '' good parent s " , a nd f el·t tha ·t supporting this desire would net 

no t iceabl e resu l t s . We also fel t t hat a ny such outreach program 

sh ould h e l p them learn t o enjoy being par ent s and enjoy their children. 

I n r evi ewing past lite r a ture , a nd t hrough our experience with 

these women, we c ame t o fee l quite s tro ngly about some of the mis

l eadin g s t e r eot ypes t hat sat u r a t e no t o n ly the community, but the social 

work profession whe n t he wo r ds " unmarried mother" are spoken . When 

speaking of t he u nmarr ied mothe r wh o keeps her child, one should 

t h i nk i n t e r ms of " so l o par ent " , no t unmarr ied motherhood . These 

women have aspira t ion s fo r their ch i l dr en as does every parent; 

t hey a r e interest ed i n th e ir chi ld as is every parent ; and they 
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have a strong desire to raise their child properly and give it every 

benefit available . Secondly, ''unmarried mother" brings to mind the 

pic ture of a teen- aged girl who is illegitimately pregnant. Though 

this may be the case, in six years the teen-ager is a woman in her 

mid- twenties with a six year-old child, and in ten years she is a 

woman approaching thirty with a ten- year-old child. Services to "solo 

parents" must be structured with this thought in mind. Thirdly, 

"unmarried mother" brings forth a picture of the woman just mentioned-

thirty years old, single , with a ten - year-old child. What about the 

women who have married? A large number of our interviews were with 

those women, and we found them having many of the same concerns and 

problems their single counterparts were experiencing ... or, for that 

matter, any parent was experiencing. We feel the key to successful 

and meaningful services to this group of women centers around the 

word "parent" not "illegitimate" or "unmarried". 
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APPENDIX 
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OFFICE OF THE 
ADMINISTRATOR 

July 30, 1968 

Mrs . Edith Zober 
Assistant Professor 
The University of Iowa 
Iowa City, Iowa 52240 

Dear Mrs. Zober : 

63 

BROADLAWNS POLK COUNTY HOSP±TAL 
18th and Hickman Road 
Des Moines, Iowa 50314 

In answer to your letter of July 18, this is to confirm that this 
hospital is agreeable to cooperate with your newly proposed research 
project studying illegitimately pregnant women who delivered at 
Broadlawns and kept their babies. 

This year your students will be visiting the mothers at home in 
contrast to the practice in the project last year of seeing them at 
our clinics or as inpatients. It will be necessa~y each"~other 
fully understand the objective of the project, the absolute privacy 
to her life and family which is guaranteed, and the fact that she 
may decline to participate if that is her wish . 

I trust this new project will be as satisfying and productive to the 
students as was the one completed last year. 

Sincerely, 

Signed 

Charles C . Ingersoll 
Administrator 

cc : Mrs . V . Andersen 
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INTERVIEW SCHEDULE 

1 . Personal Data of the Mother 

5 . Card number: 

6-7 Name 

8 - 9 Age 

10. Birthplace : 

10.1 Polk County 
10 . 2 Other 

11. Religious preferenc e 

12 . Race 

11.1 
11.2 
11. 3 
11.4 

12.1 
12 . 2 
12.3 

Protestant 
Catholic 
Jew 
Other 

Negro 
Caucasian 
Other 

13 . Where do your parents live? (Circle one) 

13.1 Polk County 
13.2 Other 

14 . Education of Father: (Highest grade completed) 

14.1 
14.2 
14.3 
14.4 
14.5 
14 . 6 

Grade school (less than 7th) 
High school (7 - 12) 
High s chool graduate 
College (any amount) 
Trade school 
Other-explain 

15. Education of Mother : (Highest grade completed) 

15.1 
15 . 2 
15.3 
15 . 4 
15 . 5 
15 . 6 

Grade s chool (less than 7th) 
High s chool (7-12) 
High school graduate 
College (any amount) 
Trade school 
Other- explain 
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16. 

17 . 

18. 

19. 

20 . 

21. 

22 . 
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Father ' s source of income : 

16 . 1 Skilled 
16 . 2 Semi - skilled 
16 . 3 Un skill ed 
16.4 Professional 
16 . 5 Other 
16.6 None 

Mother ' s source of income: 

17.1 Skilled 
17 . 2 Semi - skill ed 
17.3 Unskilled 
17 .4 Professional 
17.5 Other 
17.6 None 

Is this your father's 

18.1 
18.2 
18 . 3 

firs t marriage 
second marriage 
third marr i age 

Is this your mother's 

19.1 
19.2 
19. 3 

first marriage 
second marriage 
third marriage 

How many c~ildren do your parents have altogether? 

20 . 1 
20.2 
20 . 3 
20.4 

one 
two 
three 
four or more 

Is the child this study concerns presently in your home? 

21.1 yes 
21.2 no 

If not, why not? 

22.1 
22.2 
22 . 3 
22.3 
22.4 
22.5 

Death 
legal separation by court 
Adopt ion 
Volunt a ry plac ement (retaining custody) 
Other - explain 
In home 
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If no t , how old was the child at the time of separation'? 

23 . l 0 - 1 year (under 1) 
23 . 2 1 - 2 year s (unde r 2) 
23 . 3 2 =3 years (under 3) 
23.4 3- 4 years (under 4) 
23 . 5 4 - 5 years ( under 5) 
23 . 6 5 - 6 years (under 6) 
23 . 7 In h ome 

Education of the Unwed Mother 

24- 25 

26-27 

28 . 

29 . 

30. 

31. 

Grade completed before delivery of this child --------
Grade c omple t ed aft er delivery of this child ---------

If yo u d i d n ' t complete your High School education, 
When d i d you d r op out? 

28.1 
28 .2 
28.3 
28 .4 
28.5 

Before or during previous pregnancies 
After previous pregnancies 
During t he referred to pregnancy 
Aft e r the referred to pregnancy 
Completed high school 

If you d i d no t c o nt inue your education, which of the 
following reasons best describes why? 

29.0 
29.l 
29.2 
29 . 3 
29 .4 
29 . 5 
29 . 6 
29.7 
29 . 8 
29 . 9 

No response 
Gr aduated 
No o ther child care available 
Financial necessity to work 
Didn 1 t choose to face former classmates 
Parent s against returning to school 
School unwilling to allow re-admission 
Problems not related to pregnancies 
Di d not continue 
Other- explain 

Would you have liked to continue your education? 

30 . 0 
30 .l 
30 . 2 

No response 
Yes 
No 

Did you encount er any specific problems prior to 
droppin g o ut or sinc e re-entering in school, if 
yes, please explain. 

31 . 0 No response 
31. l Yes 
31.2 No 
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III. 

38 . 0 
39.0 
40.0 

41.0 
42.0 

Financial situation 
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32. Since the time of the birth of this child, which of 
the following has been your most important source of 
income? (Rank the top three in order of importance) 

32 . 0 
32 . l 
32.2 
32.3 
32 .4 
32 . 5 
32 . 6 
32.7 

No response 
Self 
Family 
The father of the baby 
The father's family 
Public welfare 
Friends 
Husband--other than the baby's father 

33. How would you spend an extra $50 income this month? 

34. Are you presently employed? 

34.0 
34.l 
34.2 

No response 
Yes 
No 

35. If you are employed, is it 

35.0 
35.l 
35.2 
35.3 

No response 
Full-time (30 hours a week or more) 
Part-time (less than 30 hours a week) 
Not employed 

36. If not presently employed, are you seeking work? 

No 

36.0 
36.l 
36.2 
36.3 

No response 
Yes 
No 
Employed 

37. If yes, do you want full-time or part-time work? 

37.0 
37.l 
37.2 
37.3 
37.4 

No response 
Full-time (30 hours a week or more) 
Part-time (less than 30 hours a week) 
Employed 
Do not want employment 

38. Have any of the following reasons made it hard for 
you to find a job? 

response 38.l Yes 38.2 No Lack ex~erie~ce~ ·· edntatJon; or training 
No response 39.l Yes 39.2 No Couldn _' t .get. c:hild-, care .arrangements 
No response 40.l Yes 40.2 No· You:· felt it was·· better to ::caie·.-~for 

.your .c:hi_ld· .yourself 
No response 41.l Yes 41.2 No Poor Health 
No response 42 . l Yes 42.2 No Age 
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43.0 No r espon se 43 .1 Yes 43. 2 No Employer discriminated bec ause of 
havin g t h is child 

44.0 No response 44.1 Ye s 44.2 No Ot her (explain) 
45.0 No respon se 45 . 1 Yes 4 5 . 2 No No dif ficul t ies 

47.0 
48.0 
49.0 

50 . 0 
51.0 
52.0 
53.0 
54.0 
55 . 0 

46. What is your average month l y cash inc ome? (approximately 
to the neare s t $10) 

46.0 
46.1 
46.2 
46.3 
46.4 
46 . 5 
46 . 6 

No response 
$ 0 - $100 
$101 - $200 
$201 - $300 
$301 - $400 
$401 - $500 
$501 - or above 

47. If you worked following delivery, but quit, which of 
the following reasons best applies? 

No 
No 
No 

No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 

response 47.1 Yes 47.2 No Lack experience, education or training 
response 48.1 Yes 48.2 No Couldn't get child care arrangements 
response 49.1 Yes 49.2 No You felt it was better to care for 

your child yourself 
response 50.1 Yes 50 . 2 No Poor Health 
response 51.1 Yes 51.2 No Age 
response 52.1 Yes 52.2 No; Went on public assistance 
response 53.1 Yes 53 . 2 No ~arried 
response 54.1 Yes 54 . 2 No Other (explain) 
response 55.1 Yes 55.2 No Did not work 

56. Have you appled for public assistance? 

56.0 No response 
56 . 1 Yes 
56. 2 No 

57. Was applicat i o n for public assistance 

57 . 0 No response 
57 . 1 Accepted 
57 . 2 Rejected 
57.3 Did not apply 

58. If you received assistance, was this : 

58.0 
58.1 
58.2 
58 . 3 
58.4 
58 . 5 

No respon se 
Before the birth of this child? 
Start i ng shortly after the birth of this child? 
Beginning a t some time sinc e the child was born? 
Did not apply 
Did not receive 
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59. How long have you been on public assistance (Total) 

59.0 No r espon se 
59 .1 0 a nd unde r l year 
59 .2 l a nd unde r 2 years 
59 . 3 2 and under 3 years 
59.4 3 a nd unde r 4 years 
59. 5 4 and under 5 years 
59.6 5 a n d under 6 years 
59.6 Di d n ' t r e c e i ve 
59.6 Refu sed t o a n swer 

60. If you are no lon ger on public assistance, which of 
the followin g r eason s best applies? 

60 . 0 
60.1 
60 .2 
60.3 
60 . 4 
60.5 

No response 
Voluntarily withdrew 
Closed by Welfare Department 
Other - explain 
Was never on 
Still o n 

Environment al factors about the mother 

61. What are your present living arrangements? 

61 . 0 No response 
61 .1 Independent 
61 . 2 With your parents 
61.3 With the father of the baby 
61 .4 Othe r relat ives 
61.5 Friends 
61.6 Husband 
61.7 Other 
61.8 Both .3 and .6 

62-63 How long have you lived here? 

64-65 How many times have you moved in the past three 
years? 

66. I£ you were t o begin looking for a different place to 
live, what things would you like different? 

Care of the child 

67. Who primari ly takes care of this child? 

67 . 0 
67.1 
67.2 

No response 
Self 
Parents or o ther relatives 
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70.0 No 
71.0 No 
72.0 No 
73.0 No 
74.0 No 
75.0 No 
76.0 No 

VI. 

67 . 3 
67.4 
6 7 . 5 
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Fri en d s 
Pa i d indep e ndent h e l p 
Other - expl a in 

68. Wou ld you use o ther c a r e ser vices i~ possible? 

68 . 0 
68.1 
68.2 

No r espon se 
Yes 
No 

69 . If so, which of th e f o llowin g would you like? 

69 . 0 
69.1 
69.2 
69.3 
69.4 
69.5 
69 . 6 

No r espo n se 
Babysitt e r 
Day Car e 
Preschool 
Fos t er car e 
Institu t ion 
Would no t 

70. Can you imagin e a girl like you using the service of 
any of the fol l owing? (Explain) 

response 70 . 1 Yes 70 . 2 No Well-baby clinic 
response 71.1 Yes 71.2 No Public health nursing 
response 72.1 Yes 72.2 No Vocat ional counseling service 
response 73 . 1 Yes 73.2 No Public schools 
response 74.1 Yes 74.2 No Private family counseling agency 
response 75 . 1 Yes 75 . 2 No Public agency 
response 76.1 Yes 76 . 2 No Would not use any 

Social adjust ment 

77. Have you been married s i nce the birth of this child? 

77.0 
77.1 
77.2 

No r espon se 
Yes 
No 

78. If so, a r e you s ti l l married t o that same man? 

78.0 
78.1 
78 . 2 
78.3 

No r espon se 
Yes 
No 
No t married 

79. Have you been pregnant since this child's birth? 

79 . 0 
79.1 
79.2 

No response 
Yes 
No 
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10- 11 

12. 

13. 

14. 
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If so , h ow many have been legit imat e? ----------
How many have been i llegit imat e ? 

Have you had a ny l egal p r oblems since the birth of 
this child '? 

12.0 No r esponse 
12 . l Yes ( expl a in) 
12 . 2 No 

Do you cons i der yourself a c i ve i n any of the following: 

Church 

13.0 No respon se 
13 . l Very a ct ive 
13 . 2 a ctive 
13.3 Fair ly a ctive 
13.4 Inactive 

School 

14 . 0 No response 
14.l Very a c tive 
14.2 Active 
14.3 Fairly a c tive 
14.4 Inac tive 
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15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 
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Neighbo rhood act ivities 

15. 0 
15 .1 
15.2 
15.3 
15 .4 

No respon se 
Very a.ct i ve 
Active 
Fairly active 
Inactive 

Social organizat ions 

16.0 
16.1 
16.2 
16.3 
16.4 

No response 
Very active 
Active 
Fairly active 
Inactive , 

Other - explain, 

17.0 
17.1 
17.2 
17.3 
17.4 

No r esponse 
Very a ctive 
Act ive 
Fairly active 
Inactive 

Do you spend time with the father of this child? 

18.0 
18.1 
18.2 

No response 
Yes 
No 

Do you feel 

19.0 
19.1 
19.2 

19.3 

No respon se 
closer to your parents since this baby was born 
less close to your parents since this baby 
was born 
equally close to your parents since this baby 
was born 

Is your soc i al life satisfying to you? 

20.0 
20.1 
20.2 

No response 
Yes 
No 

Do you t hink the b irth of this child affected your 
social life? 

21.0 
21.1 
21.2 

No response 
Yes 
No 
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22. Which one of t h e f ol l owin g p r imarily helped you make 
your decis ion a bout keepin g this child? 

22.0 
22. 1 
22 . 2 
22.3 
22.4 
22.5 
22.6 
22. 7 
22.8 

No r esponse 
No on e 
Par ent s 
Father of the baby 
Ot he r r elat i ves 
Frie n ds 
Minister 
Social wor ke r 
Doctor 

23. Looking back on t h e decision to keep your child, do you 
feel t ha t yoU: had f r eedom t o decide what you wanted to do? 

23.0 No r e sponse 
23.1 Yes 
23.2 . No 

24. How much did your doc tor help you: make plans for the baby? 

24.0 
24.1 
24.2 
24 . 3 

No r espon se 
No help 
Some help 
Lots of help 

25. Do you feel now that you understood what keeping your 
child mean t? 

25.0 
25.1 
25.2 

No respon se 
Yes 
No 

26. What advi ce would you give to a girl who finds herself 
in the same situation you were in? 

2 6 .0 
26.1 
26.2 
26.3 
26.4 

No respon se 
Defi n ite keep 
Keep if circumstances permit 
Give away 
No defin ite advice 

27. Do you think you are havin g 27.1 more, 27.2 less, 27.3 the 
same amount, of problems in raising your child as a woman 
the same age as you who is living with the baby's father? 

27.0 No response 

28. What a r e some of the difficult things you have had to face 
in ra i sin g t he child? 
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29. Who have you t alk ed with about problems you have had 

VIII. 

raisin g thi s child ? 

29 . 0 No resp ons e 29.1 Yes 29. 2 No Mothers in the 
same situation 

30.0 No respon se 30.1 Yes 30.2 No Social Worker 
31.0 No response 31.1 Yes 31.2 No Psychiatrist 
32.0 No response 32.1 Yes 32.2 No Minister 
33.0 No r espon se 33.1 Yes 33.2 No Doctor or nurse 
34.0 No r e s ponse 34.1 Yes 33.2 No Other 

35. Would you lik e someon e to t alk with about raising 
your child ? 

35.0 
35. 1 
35.2 

No r esponse 
Yes 
No 

36. If so , which of the following? (rank your first 3 choices) 

36.0 
36.1 
36.2 
36.3 
36.4 
36.5 
36.6 
36.7 

No response 
Mot he r s i n the same situation 
Social worker 
Psychi atrist 
Minister 
Doctor or nurse 
Other 
Would not 

37. What do you think you will be doing 5 years from now? 

37.0 
37.1 
37.2 

No response 
No future orientation 
Future orientation 

38. What do you think your life will be like? 

Services for the mother 

39. When you had t he child, did you know of any services 
in the communi t y to help mothers like yourself? 

39 . 0 
39.1 
39 . 2 

No res ponse 
Ye s 
No 

40. Since the baby was born, have you found any services 
to help~ .mothers like yourself? 

40.0 
40.1 
40.2 

No r e s pon s e 
Yes 
No 
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41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 

75 
12 

What ser v ices would you like to see a va i lable to 
mothers l ike your s elf? 

Age of r espondent s 

42.0 
42 .1 
42.2 

No r esponse 
Up to 2 7 year s 
27 a n d up 

Grade c ompleted bef or e d e l ive r y 

43.0 
43.1 
43.2 

No response 
Less than 11th ( junior ) 
11th and u p 

Have you moved in t h e past 3 years? 

44.0 
44.1 
44.2 

No r esponse 
Yes 
No 

Have you had a ny sebsequent legitimate births? 

45 .o 
45 .1 
45.2 

No r esponse 
Yes 
No 

Have you any sebsequen t i lligitimate births? 

46.0 
46.1 
46.2 

No respon se 
Yes 
No 
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7 6 

Are you first name last name ? 

We are________________ We represent the Community 

Planning Council which is an agenc y made up of a number of groups 

and agencies in Des Moines interested in people: Some of the people 

the Planning Council are interested in are the women who delivered at 

Broadlawns Polk County Hospital and kept their babies. 

The Council wonders what it has been like for these mothers and their 

babies. Would you be interested in giving an hour of your time to talk 

to us. (PAUSE) We are asking if you would talk to us not telling 

you that you have to. 
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