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Foreword 

Tms HANDBOOK, published under the auspices of the Institute of Public Af­
fairs of the State University of Iowa, the Division of Child Welfare of the 
State Department of Social Welfare, and the Iowa Association of Children's 
Agencies and Institutions, is intended to describe the facilities of the public 
and private child caring and placing agencies in Iowa. It makes no attempt 
to evaluate the facilities or services of the agencies. In scope it is limited' to 
those private institutions ~1hich are licensed by the State Department of 
Social Welfare and those public institutions under the Board of Control of 
State Institutions which are for the care of state wards. It is hoped that the 
material presented here will be useful to all people concerned with chil­
dren and their needs. Parents, teachers, ministers, doctors, lawyers, public 
officials, public and private social welfare agencies and other lay and pro­
fessional people 1nay find herein a better tmderstanding of the needs of 
some of Iowa's children and the facilities available for them. 

~Iany persons participated in the preparation of this handbook. ~1r. 
Richard 1. Staples, a graduate student in Social Work and an Intern in thE' 
Institute of Public Affairs, State University of Iowa, prepared the original 
draft from information supplied by the agencies described here. The Insti­
tute is indebted to the executives of the agencies for their time and care in 
completing questionnaires and reviewing the manuscript. 1'1iss Mildred 
Snider, School of Social Work, and Dr. Dean Zenor, Chief of Research in 
the Institute, directed the initial portion of the study. 1'1iss Carolyn Sollis, 
Child Welfare Consultant in the Division of Child Welfare, State Depart­
ment of Social Welfare, revised the n1anuscript. Miss Virginia Myhre. 
Supervisor of Foster Care, and 1\lr. R. T. Wilbur, Director, Division of 
Child Welfare, State Department of Social Welfare, gave freely of their 
time in the planning and completion of the project. 1r. George B. 11ather, 
Institute of Public Affairs, edited and designed the publication. 

Io\va Citv 
,; 

~1arch, 1955 

ROBERT F. RAY, Director 
Institute of Public AffaiJ s 
State University of Iowa 
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Services to Children 

THROUGH THE PROCESS OF LA,v the state has guaranteed parents certaii, 

rights regarding the care and custod: of their children, and has placeJ 
responsibility upon parents for the protection, support and education of 
their children. Ho"ve, er, the state reser, es the right to act in lieu of parents 
to a child when this becomes necessar). 

While the state has continued to make and irnplen1ent h.t,vs to safeguard 
children, and social instih1tions have carried on programs to ser'\ e then1, 

increased knowledge of human beha, ior has gi, en us ne"" insight into ho\\' 
personality develops in young children. Fron1 this kno,vledge comes the 
recognition that parents are the n1ost important influence in the lives of 
their children; in the natural home the child is n1ost like], to find that bond , 

of affection and sense of belonging 'A'hich is essential for norn1al grov.1th 
and development. In accordance ,vith this belief 1nan) children's services 
and progran1s have been initiated to help parents pro\'icle a<lequatel) for 
their children. 

When for some reason it is impossible for parents to exercise their pa­
rental rights and fulfill their parental responsibilities, and when the con1-
bined efforts of individual families and communit\ resources are unable to , 

meet the needs of children, placement outside their own homes becomes 
necessary. Placement for children ma) beco1ne necessary because of illness, 
death, divorce or desertion of one or both parents. Disturbed parent-child 
relationships, mistreatment and neglect by parents who are unable or un­
willing to correct their attitudes and behavior toward their children ma, , 

make substitute parental care necessary. The c1notionally disturbed child, 
the physically handicapped child, the child who requires convalescent 
care, the child detained for a court hearing because of a delinquent act -
all may need care away fron1 the natural hon1e for a tiine. Our present 
knowledge of children's needs tells us that placeinent should be used onlv , 

insofar as it serves a valid purpose for the child and his family. In some 
instances this may mean that the child will 1nake completely new and 
permanent family ties; in still other instances placen1ent will be used as a 
means to help the child and his fa1nily ,vork out the proble1ns which 
created the need for placement. 

Care of Cliildren in Their O-wn Horne 

In accordance with the belief that a child's own hon1e is usually the best , 
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place for hi111, and in recognition of the fact that it is not al,\'a) s possible 
for parents to pro, ide for all his needs, 1nany children's ser, ices and pro 
grains ha, e been initiated to help parent.., pro, ide n1orc adccp1atcl: f 01 their 
children in their O\\ n ho1ncs. 1'hesc 1nclnclc financial aid progra1ns, child 
guidance clinics, inental health ser, ices, old age and sur, i, or's insurance 
benefits, famil) case,vork agencies, hon1en1aker ser, ice, day care centers 
school social ,vork and public and private child ,velfare organizations. 

'fhe aid to dependent children progran1, old age and sur,ivor's insur­
ance and other public assistance progra1ns help \\ith cconon1ic needs of 
families. Homemaker service, day care centers and foster da) care provide 
substitute daytime care for chndren when parents are temporaril) incapa­
ble of pro, iding con1plete care. Child guidance centers, mental health ser, -
ices, famil) case,vork agencies and other public and pri, ate child \\'elf arc 
organizations have de, eloped services to help \\ ith difficult parent-child 
relationships, marital discord and other fa1nil1 problems ,vhich have some­
ti1nes n1ade separation of parents and children necessar}. 

Foster Care of Children 

Foster care includes any type of care given to children who cannot re-
1nain ,vith their natural parents. Children ma1 be placed in foster family 
ho1nes ( paid, ,vork-\,,age or free homes ), in adoptive hon1es or in institu­
tions. Parents n1a) place their children voluntar1l), in \\ hich instance they 
retain custo<l), or children n1a1 be placed through action of a court. \\' hc11 
the latter procedure is folio,\ ed, the court keeps jurisdiction o, er the child 
but refers him to the care and custod) of an agenc1 or institution. If placed 
in a state institution, a child becomes a ,vard of the state and the cou1 t 

jur1s<liction ends. 
Children ,vho are placed in foster care are safeguarded through stat,· 

la\\.., The"ie la\\ s protect the ri~hts of the child and his natural parents c1n<l 
the rights of the hon1e or institution \\hich gh es the care. lov:a la,, pro­
, ides tha t child placing agencies, foster fa1nily homes boarding' that care 
for n1ore than t,, o children, and maternity hospitals be licensed. It also 
pro, ides for the inspection and super, ision of children's institutions ,, hich 
arc licensed under the boarding hon1e la"'· Exception is made in the c~c· 
of ho1nes and institutions under the jurisdiction of the Boc1rd of Control of 

tate Institutions 
Licensing standards of the tate Department of Social \\'elfare requir<> 

that c.h1ld placing agencies and institutions make pro, 1s1on for adeq11at<' 
ph) sical care of cl 1ldren, for educational, recreational and religious facil­
ities, and for personnel to gh e understanding care, guidance and training 
to children conduci' e to their physical and emotional \\'ell-being. To assur•~ 
that tl ese standards are 1naintained, child placing agencies make a careful 
stud) 0f b0archn~ h\)mes t > he licensed and super, is the home ,,·bile a 
child is in it. Clnld care a~encies pro, 1de these facilities \\'ithin their o,vn 
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program. Both child care and child placing agencies are subject to periodic 
inspection by the state licensing authorit) .1 

'\'hen a child has to be ren10, ed fro1n his ov.'n hon1e, the task of ,vork­
ing out plans for his care in, olves n1atching the chi]d and his needs ,vith 
the resotu·ces a, ailable. In order to do this 1nuch n1ust be kno,vn about the 
child - his ph) sical condition, his 1nental capacities, his behavior, his at­
titudes, his desires and his feelings about being re1noved from his parent~ 
and his feelings to,vard his nevi ho1ne. The reason the parental ho1ne 1s 
not a, ailable to the child, the feelings and attitudes of the parents to,, ard 
the child and the place1nent, and their future plans for then1selves and the 
chi]d n1ust be understood. Likev.·ise, lnuch n1ust he knov.·n about the foste1 
fan1il) or the institution in v.·hich the child is to be placed - the physical 
surroundings, the pro, isions 1nade to 1neet the child's clail) needs and to 
provide h·aining and education appropriate to his age, and the attitude-, 
and fee1ings of those ,vho will care for the child. AH of these things pla, 
an important part in the gro,vth and de, elop1nent of the child. 

Each pri,~ate agenc) and institution in Iov.'a has its ov."n agenC) adn1ission 
policies relati, e to the ages of children accepted for care, t) pes of children 
accepted for care, etc. Admission policies of the state agencies are set h: 
state lav.' or bv action of the Board of Control of State Institutions. 

The follov.ring paragraphs describe briefl) the different t)1)es of foster 
care of children and show when and how these are used. 

Foster Fa1nily Care - Foster family care is full-time foster care given to 
children by substitute parents who are usuall1 paid for their services. Iu 
son1e instances, howe,er, substitute parents 1na1 ( 1) care for a child ,vith­

out payn1ent, or ( 2) pa) wages to the child for v.·ork perforn1cd in th< .. 
household, or ( 3) care for a child in exchange for his services. These foster 
ho1nes are referred to as paid, '" ork-,Yage or free homes. 

Foster homes are used for children of all ages and for children \Vi.th dif­
ferent problems. The) are especially useful for infants and ) oung children 
because of their need for indi, idual attention and sustained relationship 
v.·ith parents. Older children \vho are ab]e to n1akc close relationships ,vith 
another family group and whose o,,vn parents are able to pern1it then1 to 
do so, also find foster hon1es a satisfactor\ 1nethod of alternate fan1il\ car(• 

, , 

In some instances work-v. age ho1nes are used for older children. 
Placement of children in foster hon1e.<, is usually done on a ten1pora1) 

basis. The length of tin1e , aries ancl depends upon the pa1 ticnlar needs and 
circu1nstance-'> of the child. Son1<>t11nes foster borne care is used during the· 
time the child's ov.111 parents ,, ork out the problc1ns v.hich keep then1 fro111 

having the child with then1. Son1etin1es it is used prior to a 1nore per111:1-

l. The child care licensing process includes inspection and supervision of all ho111es 
and institutions ,vhich are the responsibility of the State Depa1 tmcnt of Social \Vclfare. 9 
The State Department ot Health has joint responsibility insofar as the approval oi 
sanita1y facilities is concerned. The child placing licensing function rests solely ,vith 
the State Department of Social \Velfare, ,vith the exception of the place1nent activities 
of the Board of Control of State Institutions. 



ncnt place1nent a,va1 fro1n his own parents. Son1e foster homes are used 
on a long-tern1 basis for the chil<l who cannot be adopted but whose own 
ho1ne will never be available to hiin. 

Children are usually placed in these homes by licensed child placing 
agencies, county child \velfare deparhnents or other approved agencies. 
'''hile in the ho111e the child is super, ised b1 the placing agency. The 
agency n1aintains contact ,vith the natural parents, the foster parents and 
the child to help hin1 gain the maximun1 benefit from the experience. 

Adoptive Placement - Adoption is a legal process by which the right'> 
and duties of natural parents to their children are transferred to and as­
sumed by another person or persons. It pro, ides a way by which a child 
may secure the e1notional and social satisfactions usually found in the na­

tural family. 
Adoption is considered the best t} pe of place1nent for the child who is 

in need of a new and per111anent hon1e. Co1nn1on practice has been that 
only the so-called "norn1al" child should be adopted. The demand for the 
infant and younger child has al,vays been greater than for the older child. 
Hov.·ever, in recent years there has been a gradual trend to,vard considerin~ 
for adoption son1e of the older children and those ,vith son1e physical or 
e1notional handicap. In such instances all facts about the handicap are 
shared ,vith the adoptive fan1il) and it is their decision to take the child as 

he is. 
Parents chosen to adopt a child 1nust share the mutual desire for a cl1ild 

and must ha, e the capacit) to provide for the child's physical and economi<' 
needs as ,vell as gi, e that lo, e, affection and sense of security needed by a 

child for gro,vth and deYelopn1ent. Child placing agencies become ac­
quainted ,vith a prospective adopti, e fan1il) through a series of intervie\\'S 
,vith them prior to the placement of the child in the home and continu(' 
periodic visits to the hon1e for a year after placen1ent. 

Individual states make their own lavvs on adoption designed to protect 
the child, the natural parents and the adoptive parents. The objectives of 
adoption la,vs and the obligations of the child placing agency have been 
,vell-defined by the U.S. Children's Bureau in its staten1ent regarding adop-

tion laws: 2 

A. To protect the child 
1. from unnecessa1") separation fron1 parents ~·ho n1ight give hiin a 

good home and lo, ing care if sufficient help and guidance were 

available. 
2. fro1n adoption by persons unfit to haYe re~ponsibility for rearing a 

child. 
3. fron1 interference after he has been established in his adoptive 

1 Q ho1nc, b1 his natural parents, \vho nu11 haYe son1e legal claim be­

cause of defects in the adoption procedure. 

2. Social Securit) Ad1n1nhlration, C hilchen s Bureau, Lsse111ials of Adoption Law 
and Procedure (Children's Bureau Publication i\o. 331-1949), p. 2. 
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B. To protect the nattu·al parents 
1. fro1n l1u1Tied decisions to give up a child, 1nade under strain anc1 

anxiety. 
C. To protect the adopting parents 

1. from responsibility for children about whose heredity or capacity 
for physical or n1ental develop1nent they know nothing. 

2. fro1n later disturbance of their relationship to the child by natural 
parents whose legal rights had not been given full consideration. 

Institutional Care - Institutions provide group care for children . The in­
creased emphasis upon helping parents provide for their children in their 
O\\'Il homes, and on the development of foster family care, has kept some 
children out of institutions. In recent years there has been a b·end away 
from the large congregate institution giving custodial care only, to a small­
er type giving more individualized and specialized care. Institutions are 
being used less for the child who needs the care he can and should get in a 
family group. However, our present knowledge of the ways in which chil­
dren may be helped with their problems has shown a different use of the 
institutional setting. Institutions are now used more for those children who 
because of their particular needs can benefit by the less p ersonal nature o( 
care and the special types of treat1n ent that can be provided. These include 
children who have had a close fa1nily relationship either witl1 their own 
parents or foster parents and are unable to accept new family ties. F re­
quently, this is the adolescent child. These ho1nes are also used for the child 
who has had so n1any bad experiences in his own home or in a foster ho1ne 
that he cannot as yet accept any fan1ily. Sometimes institutions are used 
for a number of children from the same fan1ily in order to keep the family 

group together. 
Another specialized type of institution is the state training school for 

children and youths who are in conflict with the community and who have 
been adjudged delinquent by a juvenile court. The function of these insti­
tutions is usually thought of as two-fold: the retraining of the child and th<' 
protection of society. 

Other institutions usually under state auspices include those that can 
give care to the feebleminded, blind, deaf or otherwise handicapped child 
who needs special education and training. There are also specialized insti­
tutions sometimes referred to as residential treatment centers for the severe­
ly disturbed child who needs intensive treatment and who could not ad­
ju~t or be accepted in a foster fan1i]y. 

i t aternity lio,nes - A 1naternity ho1ne pro,idcs protection, ~ecurity an<l 
care for the unmarried n1other and her child. These homes are licensed ac­
cording to state law and n1ust n1eet 1niniinun1 standards of care as wel1 as 
protect the rights of the unmarried 1nother and her child. Girls and wome11 

who choose to enter a 1naternit) hon1e receive the necessary 1nedical care 
during pregnancy and confine1nent. After confinement usually both thP 
n1other and the child continue in the hon1e until the n1other is physically 

11 
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able to lea, c and until she has 1n'1de plans for herself and the child. Case­
,vork ser, ice to the mother 1s pro, icled 111 the lnate1 nity homes ,..,·hich arc 

licensed as such 

Discharge 
Each pr1, ate agenc, 111 Io,va ha5 its 1ndi,·iclual d15charge policies. Con1-

n1on to all agencies 1s the follo,ving o, er-all discharge procedure. (a ) 
Children given ca1 e on a ten1porar: basis ,.,.ithin an institutional settin~ 
n1ust be discharged hack. to the con11nitttng court or ( b plans made \\ith 
the referral agcnc: or parent<.i \\ ho entered into the voluntar: arrangen1ent 
for the care of the child. Children cannot be cl1scharged fron1 one agency 
to another offering a chffercnt tvpe of care \\'ithout due planning ,Yith those 
le gall, 1 esponsible £01 the child. 

Plann1n~ for chscharge 1s made on an 1ndi, 1clual basis "1th consideration 
given to the child s and the fam1h s readine s. Before an) child is dis 
charged a careful e, c1luation 1s n1ade of the ne\t t)1Je of care to be given. 

In the descriptn e n1aterial, 1nfor1nation on discharge is not gi, en unless 
there 1s a specific agenc\ policy rc~ard1ng n1inin1un1 or n1axin1un1 length of 
sta,. 

; 
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State Services in Child Caring 

and Placing 

THE STATE OF lo\VA has delegated responsibility for the care of certain 
minor children to two agencies: the State Department of Social Welfare 
and the Board of Control of State Institutions. The Division of Child W el­
fare, within the State Departn1ent of Social Welfare, and the various state 
supervised county departinents of social welfare compose the first agenc). 
The Children's Division of the Board of Control is the designated body for 
the second. These two agencies divide pertinent responsibilities in accord­
ance with their functions. 

The manner in which each agency carries out its responsibility is de­
scribed specifically as follovvs: 

Division of Child W elfare 

Under the tern1s of the Child W elfare Act of 1937, the State Department 
of Social W elfare was made responsible for the protection and care of chil­
dren who are homeless, dependent or neglected, or in danger of becoming 
delinquent .1 T o n1eet this responsibility the <.lepartment is authorized hy 
law to: 

1. inspect, license and supervise all child caring and placing agencies in 
the sta te, except the Board of Control institutions. 

2. inspect and license 1naternity hospitals \vhich have been approved h> 
the State Department of Health. 

3. maintain annual reports fron1 the juvenile courts of the state and fron, 
all institutions to which neglected, dependent and delinquent chil­
dren are con11nitted. 

4 . maintain records and compile statistics on adoptions in the state. 
5. supervise the interstate movement of children for adoption. 
6. verify the allegations of an adoption petition when so requested by 

the court. 
7. cooperate "vith county departn1ents in carrying out the provisions an<l 

purposes of the Child \\1 elf are Act. 
8. carry on research projects in the field of child welfare. 
The Division of Child \\1elfare, implen1ented by its licensing, psycholo{;­

ical and consultant services, is the unit of the State Department of Social 
\Velfare which administers the functions listed abo\ e. 13 

Licensing of Private Children's Agencies and Institutions - The licensing 
ser\ ice is a responsibilit) \vhich has been delegated from the State Board of 

l. Code 1954. sec. 235.1 
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Social Welfare to tl1e Division of Child Welfare and is carried out by the 
Foster Care section through a group of agency consultants. This function 
includes the licensing of all prh ate children's agencies and institutions and 
all boarding homes which care for three or 1nore children, with the e~­
ception of those institutions and homes which are under the jurisdiction of 
the Board of Control. 

The authority of license carries with it the responsibility for ( 1) the de­
velopment and maintenance of minimun1 standards of practice, ( 2 ) leader­
ship in the betterment of the foster ho1ne program in the state, and ( 3) 
concern for all children who must be separated from their parents and 
families. 

Consultation to Public Agencies Serving Children - The DiYision of 
Field Staff provides ad1ninistrative supervision to all county departments 
of social welfare in the state. A group of field representatives and case­
work supervisors is responsible primarily for giving supervision and help 
to the local workers who give direct service to children and their parents 
in their own homes. Prevention of neglect, dependency and delinquenc) 
is the primary objective. All auxiliary services of the state department and 
other state agencies are used as they are needed. These representatives 
make periodic visits to counties and are also available for case conferences 
with probation officers, attorneys, judges, teachers and others. 

Psychological Service - Also under the Division of Child Welfare, the 
Psychological Service Section is maintained as an auxiliary service to pub­
lic and private social agencies. 

Under the supervision of a trained psychologist, special tes ts are admin­
istered to children to aid in evaluating aptitudes and personality perform­
ance in the light of the social factors which have had an impact on the lives 
of the children v.1ho are often referred to social agencies. 

The Psychological Service Section provides a technical diagnosis v.1hich 
helps in understanding the needs of the child for vvhom help is sought. 

County Child \,Velfare Offices 
The local child welfare office operates under the direction of the Divi­

sion of Child Welfare and the local social welfare board; the latter is ad­
minis trativel) responsible and the forn1er gives direction, leadership and 
consultation to the local county program through the Division of Field 
Staff. In many of the counties there are especially assigned child welfare 
workers; in others, some person from the county department of social wel­
fare or the overseer of the poor's staff is assigned this duty. 

The local offices provide direct services to children, their parents, and 
to unmarried parents, regardless of financial need. The major emphasis at 
the local level is in prevention of conditions v.ihich separate children fro1n 
parents. If separation does become necessary, the local worker is able to 
recom1nend suitable alternatives, based upon his abilit) to understand the 
child's specific needs. The alternatives include temporary or permanent 

,. 



-------------------------------------------------

\ 

placement in a foster hon1e and referral n1ight be n1ade to a public or 
private child caring or placing agency. 

The local child ,velfare office ,vorks closely with the courts in cases of 
dependent, neglected or delinquent children. It frequently 1nakes investi­
gations of complaints and assists the court and the natural parents in plan­
ning for the future of children for whon1 placement becomes necessary. 
~fany counties provide foster family care in the local community for chil­
dren who will be returning to their own homes. ,vhile a child is in a board­
ing home or in the care of another agency, the child welfare worker con­
tinues to work with the child's parents toward correcting the situation that 
made placement necessary, so that the child may be returned to his own 
home. Although the local child welfare offices do not place children for 
adoption, they refer adoptive applicants to licensed child placing agencies. 

Services to unmarried parents include help in making plans of the 
mother's care during confinen1ent, and help with plans for the future of the 
parents and the baby. 

Board of Control of State Institutions 

Ch{ldren's Division - The Children's Division carries out a program of 
services to children committed to its care, and supervises the Iowa Aru1ie 
Wittenmyer Hon1e and State Juvenile Home. Children who have been re­
moved permanently from their homes and have been committed to tht' 
custody of the state are cared for and supervised by the Board of Control 
through the Children's Division. Children who are wards of the state and 
eligible for adoption are placed by the Children's Division. The division 
maintains an extensive boarding ho1ne progran1 and supervises children 
placed from the Annie Wittenmyer Home and State Juvenile Home. 

Children in th~ custody of the Board of Control and for whom famil: 
foster home care is considered desirable are placed in boarding homes b: 
the Children's Division. All hon1es are carefully selected and supervised b; 
field workers of the division. 

Children who have been relinquished to the Board of Control are placed 
for adoption by the Children's Division. This follows a specified procedure 
in accordance with the laws governing adoption. Children are placed in 
homes where the parents' nationality, race and religion are as nearly as 
possible the same as their own. 

All applications for adoption of children who are wards of the state arC' 
made through the Director of the Children's Division. 

Training School~ - The two training schools operating under the direC'­
tion of the Board of Control, namely the State Training School for Bo) s 
and the State Training School for Girls, each carry out a progran1 of ser, -
ices to children who have been co1nmitted as delinquent to their care. This 
includes care within each institution, and also foster family placements as 
made and supervised by Board of Control agents. 

15 
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legal Procedures in Child Caring 

and Placing 

\ VHEN THE PERSON who has custody of a child fails or is unable to carry 
out his responsibilities to the child, the juvenile courts of Iowa may declare 
the child dependent, neglected or delinquent, 1 and remove the right of 
care and custody. Before children can be con1mitted to a child caring 
agency or given to the custody of a child placing agency, however, the 
juvenile court must hold a hearing on a petition alleging dependency, neg­
lect or delinquency which has been filed with the clerk of the district court 
by a reputable private citizen and which has been carefully investigated 
by the county attorney or the probation officer. Parents, guardians or cus­
todians of children involved in such proceedings are given ample notice of 
hearing and may defend their position during the hearing. 

If a child is adjudged by the cotu·t to be dependent, neglected or delin­
quent, the court n1ay continue the proceedings and commit the child to 
the care and custody of a probation officer or other person; it may commit 
the child to a suitable family home or allow hin1 to remain in his own 
home; it n1ay con1mit the child to a child caring agency, or it may cause 
the child to be placed in a public, ~tate or private hospital for treatment 
and care. In extreme cases of parental abuse and cruelty or neglect, the· 
court may ren1ove parental rights per1nanently and place the child with a 
licensed child placing agency for adoption. 

\\
7hen a child is court committed, the agency receiving the child beco1nes 

l. ,\ neglected or dependent child is any child \Vho for any reason (a) is destitute, 
or homeless, or abandoned; ( b) is dependent upon the public for support; ( c) is 
,vithout proper parental care or guardianship, or habitually begs or receives alms; 
( d) if under ten years of age, is engaged in giving any public entertainment in public 
places for pecuniary gain for himself or for another, or ,vho accompanies, or is used 
in aid of any person so doing, ( e) is found living in any house of ill fame, or ,vith any 
vicious or disreputable person; ( f) is living in a home ,vhich is unfit for such child; 
or is living in a home ,vherein because of carelessness or neglect of a person or persons 
having a transmissible disease of a serious nature as determined by the local board ot 
health, local health officer or the state department of health, the health of said child 
1nay be in danger; ( g) is }iyjng under such other unfit surroundings as bring such child, 
in the opinion of the court, ,vithin the spirit of ... chapter 1232, 1954 Codel. -Code 
1954, sec. 232.2 

\ delinquent child means any child (a) ,vho habitually violates clny la\\ of this 
state, or any to,vn or city ordinance. ( b) ,vho 1s incorrigible; ( c) ,vho kno,vingl) 
associates ,vith thieves, or vicious or immoral persons; ( d) \vho is gro\ving up in idleness 17 
or crime; ( e) ,vho 1-.no,vingly frequents a house of ill fame; ( f) ,vho patronizes any 
policy shop or place ,vhere ,1ny gaming de, ice is located, (g) ,vho habitually ,vanders 
about any railroad yards or tracl-.s, gets upon any moving train, or enters any car or 
engine ,vithout la,vful authority. -Code 1954, sec. 232.3 
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the child's guardian ,, ith the court keeping jurisdiction over him. An ex­
ception to this occurs \\ hen the child is placed in a state institution. He then 
becomes a \.Vard of the state and the court relinquishes all further jurisdic­

tion. 
Under the lov, a adoption la\\ an1 person of lav.rful age n1ay adopt and 

an: person 111a, be adopted. Petitions are heard in the district court of the 
count) in \\ hich the a<lopth e parents or the child reside. Before a decree 
can be granted, the court appoints an agency or suitable person to investi­
~ate the allegations of the petition, to study tl1e condition and antecedents 
of the child to determine ,vhether he is a proper subject for adoption, anrl 
to <leter1nine \\ hether the proposed foster hon1e is a suitable one for the 
child. If the child \\'as placed b) an agency, its report to the court may be 
accepted ,vithout an additional investigation. HO\.\'e, er, the court may 
order further inYestigations as the situation n1a1 require. If the petitioners 
are related to the child, in, estigations n1a:: be ,vai, ed at the discretion of 

the court. 
Consent 1nust al,vays be gi\ en to the specific adoption proposed in th<' 

petition. It is gi, en b) the agency 1naking the placen1ent. Consent is gi,·en 
b\ the natural parent or parents2 \\'hen the placen1ent has been n1ade ,vith­
out the assistance of a child placing agency. If the child is 14 years of agl' 
or O\ er, he must also consent to his ov.n adoption. 

ro child ma) be adopted, unless by pecial court order, until he has re­
sided in the adopti, e home for at least one ) ear. During this year, the hom<' 
is super, ise<l b) a -.vorker fro1n the placing agenc1, a representative fron1 
the count) social "'·elfare departn1cnt, or b; son1e other person appointed 

b\ the cotut . . 
\Vhen the for1nal legal adoption proceedings arc con1pleted, the courl 

records are sealed and the Bureau of \ ' ital tatistics 1nakes an an1ended 
birth certificate in the child's ne\.\' 1uu11e. The court loses ftuther jurisdic­

tion o, er a child \\ hen the adoption is co1npleted. 
Adoption n1a) be annulled if ,, ithin fh c ) ears after the adoption the 

child develops feeblc1nindedness, insanit:, epileps), , enereal infection or 
other pern1anent and serious disabilit) , ;f this disabilit) ,vas caused by con­
ditions existing prior to adoption, of ,., hich thC' ,1dopti, c parents had no 

notice. 
2. Excepllons to the consent h) p,nents ,ne: ( l) "here both parents are disqualiiiecl 

because of death, insanity, i1npnsonn1ent for a felon,, 01 in1nates or keepers of a house 
of ill f an1e, ( 2) ,vhere both parents have relinquished the child to a child placing 
agenc,; and ( 3) ,vhere the parents ha Ye been depri\'ed of custody bv judicial pro­
ceedings because of unfitness lo be the child's guardh1n. 

\\'here neither parent's consent is required, consent 1nust be gh en b): ( 1) the 
licensed child placing a gene, ha, ing custod) , ( 2) the guardian ,vhere one has been 
,lppo1ntecl, ( 3) the Board ol Conh·ol of State Institutions " ·here the child 1s a ,vard of 
the state in a slate institution, ( 4) the court '"hieh deprn·ecl the pm cnts of custody 
of the child ii this cou1 t has not placed the child 1n the custoth of the state or a 

licensed child placing agenC). Code 1951, sec. 600.3 

II 



Iowa Annie Wittenmyer Home 
DAVENPORT 

Location 
2800 Eastern Avenue, Davenport. The insti­

tution is located in the northeast section of the 
city, three-fourths of a mile south of U. S. High­
,vav 6. Phone 2-7178. , 

Functions 

This Board of Control institution provides care 
to dependent and neglected children ranging in 
age from birth to 18 years. Preference in admis­
sion is given to children of veterans. All arrange­
ments for admission to this home are made 
through the Children's Division of the Board of 
Control of State Institutions. 

~1ost of the children at the home are con1-

1n1tted to the permanent care and custod1 of the 
home by the juvenile courts acting under ch,lpters 
232 and 244 of the 1954 Code of Iov1a. A fe,v 
children are released bv their parents to the 
pennanent care and custody ol the ho1ne. Chil­
dren committed by the courts and those released 
by their parents may be placed for adoption 1£ 
such plans seem the most suitable for permanent 
care of the children. The children are placed b; 
the home and are supervised in their foster ho1nes 
by the Children's Division in accordance , .. 1th 
legal requirements and the policies of the Chil­
dren's Division. 

Staff 
The staff includes the superintendent, ,,·ho is a 

social ,vorker, an additional social worker in resi­
dence, 26 houseparents, two nw·ses and 2.5 nurses 
aides, 20 teachers, an athletic director, two boys' 
supervisors and three girls' supervisors, hvo ph;­
sicians and one dentist on call, a chaplain and a 
psychologist. 

The staff pediatrician is at the hon1e t",rice 
each ,veek and is on call for emergency care. 
University Hospitals in Iowa City and local med­
ical clinics are utilized for children ,vho are in 
need of special medical attention. 

Psychiatric consultation and treatment is ob­
tained when needed at the Scott County .\1ental 
Health Center, the State Psychopathic Ilospital in 
Iowa City or at the Independence \lental Health 
Institute. 

\\1ho ls El1g1ble for Seri,ice 
Primarih , the chilclren adn1itted are those ,vho 

; 

h.n e been defined as neglected and dependent h'r 
a juvenile court and committed to the permanent 
c.ue and custod\ of the home. A fe"· children are 
accepted on release of their parents ( usually un-
1narned mothers), ,vith the approval of the coun­
t, board of supervisors or the juvenile cotu-t. 

Children from birth to 18 years of age may be 
admitted. The, must not be mentally defective or 
delinquent (Children ,vho are discovered to be 
1nentalh defecti,·e or delinquent are transferred 
to the proper state institution.) Chilclren may be 
,1ccepted from ,lnv county in Io,va There are no 
racial or religious restrichons 

fhe home accepts many children ,vho cannot 
be cared for in any other public or private agency. 
These include children ,vho for some reason are 
in need of long-term institutional care and chil­
dren ,vith physical handicaps. 

Fi11a11cial I11forrnation 

The cost of the care for children of veterans 
and for children \\'ith no county of residence is 
p,ud f n>n1 state funds. For children ,vho have 
residence i·1 a county but are not veterans' chil­
dren, the costs are paid one-half from state funds 
and one-half from county funds. 

( For information regarding payment proced­
ure-;, consult the superintendent of the Io,va 
Annie \,Vittenmyer Home or the State Board of 
Control.) 

, \cl mission Procedure 

\II admissions are made through the Children's 
Division, Board of Control of State Institutions, 
State Office Building, Des ~1oines Social agen­
cies, JUvenile courts p,nents and others ,vho ,vi~1 
to place a child in the Io"a Annie \Vittenmye1 
Home n1ust apply through the Director of the 
Children's DiVIsion and obtain approval before 
referring a child lo this home. All necessarv ap­
plication forms may be obtained from the direc­
tor's office and must be completed before any 
child can he considered for admittance. 

Social agencies and juvenile courts that refei 
a child 1nust send a social history, the report of a 
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recent physical examination and the report of a 
psychological examination, if the community has 
psychological service available. All the above in­
formation must be sent in duplicate to the Direc­
tor of the Children's Division. Infonnation from 
the child's school should be incorporated in the 
social history or be made available to the insti­
tution upon the admission of the child. All court 
orders ancl releases are subject to the approval of 
the Board of Control. 

\Vhen a child is placed in this home under a 

court order reading "pending further order of the 
court" the case should be revie\ved ,vithin one 
year and some permanent plan made for the 
child. It is not usual for children to be commit­
ted on orders of temporary custody to the home; 
most of the children are committed permanently. 

In preparing a child for entr:lnce to this insti­
tution the referring agency should tell him of its 
facilities, recreational program and general rou­
tine. 

\Vhen a particular child 1na-) return to his o,vn 
home eventuaUy, the referring agency is expected 
to provide case,vork service to his parents. 

\Vhen entering the home, a child should be ac­
co1npan1ed by a social ,vorker from the referring 
agency. Upon arrival the child is intervie,ved by 
a social ,vorker and is taken to the home's hospital 
for a short period of observation and a physical 
examination h) the doctor prior to his being as­
signed to a cottage. Usually a child 1s intervie,ved 
by the psychologist <luring the first 1nonth of the 
child's residence. 

SER\'ICES OFFERED 

lnstitutional Care 
Children from three to 18 years of age sleep in 

dormitories in their cottages ,vhere they are 
placed according to age level and sex. The num­
ber of children in any one dormitory ranges fron1 
10 to 20. Babies and children under three vears ; 

of age sleep in smaller rooms in the hospital build­
ing. Children of school age eat in the main din­
ing roo1n; those from three to five years of age 
eat in a seoarate room. Chi ldren under three eat 

• 
in small groups in fow· dining rooms in the hos-
pital building. 

The social \VOrkers, super\'isors, house1nothers 
,~ cl other staff members attempt to give each 
child the individual attention that he needs to 
pre, ent hin1 Jro1n becoming "los t" in the insti­
tutional setting. 

The' older children h<lve job assignn1ents in 
the c '11teen, kitchen, paint shop, garage, farn1 or 
other departments of the home. S01nc of the older 
girls help care for the pre-school children The 
children are selected for tlieir jobs by the he,ld 
super, 1sors on the basis of their interests and 

,tbi lities. All of the1n receive allov,1ances. Some of 
the ch ildren are paid for special ,vork. Some of 
the older boys hold full-time jobs outside the 
hon1e; their hours, earnings and job placements 
are supervised by the head boys' supervisor. 
Other boys, " 'ho are still in school, may have al­
ter-school jobs ,vhich are supervised in the same 
manner. 

Ecl11catio11al Progra111 - The home has its o,vn 
school for pre-school children ( from three to five 
years of age) and kindergarten through the ninth 
grade. High school students attend the Daven­
port High School. 

Enrollment in each grade is limited to a small 
group so that every teacher is able to devote 
special attention to each child's learning prob­
lems. A remedial reading teacher \Vorks ,vith 
groups of children that are most in need of special 
reading insb·uction. 

Trained teachers in vocational home economics 
and indush·ial arts carry on a program ,vhich is 
integrated ,vith the institutional ,vork program. 
Special insh·uction is offered in music, band. 
dra1na and arts and crafts. Volunteers give in­
sh·uction in beauty culture. The psychologist aids 
in academic placement and gives consultation in 
individual learning problems. 

Students ,vho ,vish to go on to college have 
been given clothing and helped to find suitable 
scholarships. 

Religious Progra111 - The chaplain conducts 
regular Sunday n1ornin~ ,vorship services in the 
chapel. Sunday aften1oon classes in religious edu­
cation are held by the chaplain. Special meetings 
for groups of boys are held throughout the ,veek. 

Recreotio11al Program - The athletic director, 
the boys' and the girls' supervisors and volunteers 
catT\ ou t a " 'ell-developed recreational program 
,lncl organize such groups as Boy Scouts, Girl 
Scouts and Y-Teens. \Vcll-equipped indoor and 
outdoor play areas allo,v many activities for each 
age group. Recreation includes sports, movies, 
dances. s,vimming, band, games, special pro­
~nuns ,lnd parties. Special excursions are arranged 
for the children. 

Students ,vho attend the public high school 
ma) attend school activities \vith the permission 
of the superintendent. Some children of junior 
high school age attend the high school sports 
events. Son1e of the children 1nay be invited to 
the ho111es of relatives or friends if they have the , 

pennission of the superintendent. 

13oordi11g 1-lon,e Care 
Children 111,l) be pl.teed in fos ter family board­

ing hmnes b, the Children's Division of the Board 
of Conh·ol "·orl..ing in cooperation "rith the Io,va 
Annie \\'ittentn) er Hon1e. All the homes are care-

.. 



lull} selected and are supervised hy the lield 
,vorker'> of the C'ruldren s I)ivi,1011 

Adc,ption 

Children committed or released to the penna­
nent care and custod) of the l o,va Annie \\'itten­
n1yer Home are placed for adoption 1n coopera­
tion ,vith the Children's Division of the Board of 
Control. 

Discharges 

Children may be discharged by adoption, by 
transfer to another state institution, by entering 
military service or by being rele:.lsed A child may 
be released to the custody of a parent or relati\'C 
if the child has adjusted ,,:ell for a time in such 
a home. AJter reaching the age of 18 a child can 
be released if he has a JOb and a suitable pl.lee 
1n ,vh1ch to live. The field ,,·orker or the super­
intendent ma\ recommend the release of the , 
child to the Director of the Children s D1v1s1on 
,,·ho in turn may make a recommendation to the 
Board of Control for a release from custodv. , 

c:, 011<.'rcll I 11fon11ation 

\II c lothing h hn rushed b) th1; ho,ne, ,lllhough 
.1 <.·hild may bring his O\\ n personal clothing if he 
cl<'s1n:s .111d son1c of h,s o,vn toys Ho,vever, 1t 1s 
p1 cf cned that children do not bring such articles 
.1, sling shots, .1ir rifles or other articles th.lt 1night 
he dangerous. 

Children do not h.ive visitors during their fust 
three ,nonths in the hon1e. After this they ma} 
have \'isitors once a tnonth. These rules are flexi­
ble, however, since the child's adjustment in the 
ho1ne detennines the use of visiting privileges. 
\ is1ting hours ,ire fro,n 9 :00 to 11 :30 .1.m., and 
I 00 to 4 ::10 p.m \ londay through Friday. All 
vi,itor, 1nust co1nt to the office in the ,nain 
building to .ur.u1ge for a visit. They may not 
, 1,1t ,, ith the chil<l in his cott.1ge nor take hi,n 
fron1 the ground, \\'ithout p<.. rmission fro,n the 
superintendent 01 a <:hildren's supervisor. The of­
f 1c:e, ,lfl' not open on S.1turd.1\ Sunday or holi­
d.1), ,uHI speci.il \\T1ttcn pennission n1ust be ob­
t,1i11<..•<l to ,·1sit on these da) s \ isits by ,,Titten per-
1niss1on .ire limited to one-half hour beh\'een I :00 
.1n<l 3 30 p.01. 

Iowa State Training School for Boys 
ELDORA 

Location 
The school is located on high,va) '\o. 57 in 

Eldora about one mile ,vest of the Hardin coun ty 
courthouse. Phone 4. 

, 

Functions 
This state 1nstitubon, ,vhich operates under the 

jurisdiction of the Board of Control, provides care 
and training for delinquent boys ,vho are com­
mitted by juvenile courts. After admission the 
state has jurisdiction over the boys until they are 
21 years of age. The school cares for approxi­
mately 250 boys . 

Staff 
The staff consists of a superintendent and one 

assistant, a dean of boys and one assistant, nine 
regular teachers plus educational, music and a th 
letic directors, seven couples who serve as cottage 
parents, t,vo nurses on the staff and physician\ 
and dentists on call. One chaplain is in residence 
at the school and two others are available on a 
part-time basis; a psychologist 1s available on call. 

In addition to the full-time chaplain t\vo other 
chaplains from the community serve the school. 

A physician has regular office hours at the hos­
pital e,1ch d.ly. An eye e.u nose and throat spe 
e1.dist visits the school scnu-1nonthly. The facil-
1t1es of the University Ilospit.ils 1n Io,va City also 
,trc used \\'heu a staff conun1ttcc decides that a 
ho) needs help \\.tth ernotional problems beyond 
the scope of the school's f acihtics he 1nay be ex­
amined at the State Psychopathic Hospital, l o,va 
City. 

\\., ho Is Lligible for Ser1,ice 
Bovs bet,vecn l O and 18 ) e,irs of age \vho are 

residents of Io,, a and have been adjudged delin­
<Juent h, a juvenile court can be committed to 
this school. 

\dn1is.\i011 Procedure 
, -VhC>n ,l boy 1s committed lo the school, a soci.11 

histor} report 1nust accomp,1ny the co1n1n1t1nent 
papers Any av,u lable psvchological data should 
aho be prov1dcd. 

After being received by the school reception­
ists, boys are taken to the hospital for a complete 
physical exarnination. Fro1n the hospital the) 
en ter the receiving cottage ,vherc they spend a 
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three-,veek orientation period. During this tin1e 
the boys are given psychometric tests. 

SERVICES OFFERED 

Institutional Program 
Each boy is considered individually, and the 

type of b·aining he receives is based on his special 
nee<ls. 

Each of the cottages has a dormitory \vhich ac­
commodates about 40 boys. The boys in each 
cottage are supervised by houseparents. All the 
boys eat together in the main dining room. 

A boy advances in the program by a progres­
sive system of classification directly related to his 
daily conduct. Extra privileges are given \vhen he 
has sho,vn himself capable of handling added re­
sponsibility. 

Educational Progra,n - The plan of the insti-
tution is built around training and education in 
all fields, specialized as to departments and 
adaptable to the boys' needs and levels of apti­
tude. The entire educational program is under 
the supervision of the director of education. 

The school program has been established to 
continue the boys' education and follo,vs the same 
standards as accredited public schools. School 
credits are accepted by any high school or college 
in the state. Remedial classes are offered to boys 
,vho are retarded in achievement and ,vho can 
profit fron1 them. Speech correction is provided 
by the State Division of Vocational Rehabilitation. 
Elementary school is conducted through the 
eighth grade, and a regular four-year high school 
course is offered. 

The school program is arranged so that the 
student may ca1ry as many subjects as he ,vould 
in a public school. One-half of each day is spent 
in academic courses and the other one-half is 
spent in ,vork in one of the many vocational de­
partments. This is \Vhere the boy learns the f unda­
mentals of a particular trade through actual prac-

tice. 
The school has recently added t,vo ne,v voca-

tional departments, agriculture and mechanics. 
The vocational agriculture department has been 
set up under the regular high school 4-H and. Fu­
ture Farmer plan. An instructor h·om Io,va State 
College, Ames, directs this department. The vo­
cational 1nechanics department offers instruction 
and training in automobile mechanics. This 1nod­
ern shop is ,vell-equipped ,vith tools and testing 
equipment for any make of car. . 

\ ' ocational training is offered in the fol\o,v1ng 

areas: 
Agriculture 
Auto }.1echanics 
Baking 
Barbering 

Blacksmithing 
Bricklaying 
Cooking 
Dairying 

Electrical Engi-
neering 

Floriculture 
Gardening 
Husbandry 
Laundrying 
Painting 

Poultry Raising 
P1inting 
Shoemaking and Repairing 
Stationary Engineering 
Steamfitting 
Tailoring 
\Vood,vorking 

Boys ,vho are interested in music have the op­
portunity to receive instrumental and vocal in­
struction. 

Reliaious Program - In addition to a full-time 
b . 

Protestant chaplain, the staff includes a part-time 
Catholic chaplain and a visiting Lutheran chap­
lain. The Catholic chaplain meets ,vith all boys 
of that faith each \Vednesday noon. The Luther­
an boys meet on Thursday noon for discussion 
and study periods. 

\.Vorship service is held each Sunday morning. 
Bible studies and devotional periods are sched­
uled tlu·oughout the \veek. 

Recreational Program - Each cottage has its 
o,vn playground and tennis court. During the 
summer contests are arranged ,veekly behveen 
school teams and tean1s from outside organiza­
tions. Other contests are held during the school 
year. The gymnasium, ,vhich includes a large 
playing floor, a running track and a s,vimming 
pool, provides many facilities for entertainment 
and recreation. Other recreation at the school in­
cludes movies, games, arts and crafts, 1nusic, 
parties and special programs. Each boy is en­
couraged to develop an interest in a hobby and 
to participate in learning nevi recreational skills. 

Boys ,vho have progressed in classif.ication 
n1ay, ,vith supervision, attend local movies oc­
casionally and participate in musical programs 
outside the school. Boys \vho have earned special 
considerations may leave the grounds ,vith their 
parents for a fe,v hours on certain Sundays. 

Discharge 
A parole is granted ,vhen a boy has success­

fully completed the training school program. 
\ Vhile on parole he is supervised by the juvenile 
place,nent officer. 

General Infonnatio11 
Each boy is furnished ,vith adequate clothing 

for dress, school and ,vork ,vhile at the school. 
Boys are permitted to have some o! their 0\\'11 

articles of clothing as ,vell. All clothing must be 
of certain specifications, and it is advisable to 
contact the superintendent or the assistant super­
intendent before sending clothing of any type. 

Visiting is permitt<>d on Sunday behve~n the 
hours of 9 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Each boy 1s per­
mitted one visit per month. 



All mail is sent and received through the school 
office. All boxes and packages are exa1nined by a 
n1ember of the school's staff before the articles 
arc delivered. This applies to packages sent by 
express, mail or other means or brought by par­
ents and friends. The boys may receive neckties, 
handkerchiefs, mufflers, toothpaste, games and 

edibles that are not perishable. i-\.pprovecl 1nag­
azines and periodicals may be sent to the school 
h) subscription. 

;\I] con1munications about a particular boy 
should be directed to the superintendent; inform­
ation about the school may be obtained from the 
Board of ConlTol. 

Iowa State Training School for Girls 
MITCHELLVILLE 

Location 
One mile north of the junction of U. S. I-Iigh­

\vay 6, \vithin the city limits of ~1itchellville. 
Phone 3561. 

Functions 
This state institution, operated under the juris­

diction of the Board of Control, ,vas founded in 
1880 to provide education and h·aining for de­
linquent girls committed by the courts. As a part 
of the rehabilitation program, girls capable of 
handling responsibility are placed in foster homes 
to ,vork or to attend school. 

Staff 
The staff is composed of the superintendent, 

assistant superintendent, two parole agents, 13 
teachers, 11 housemothers, one nurse and the 
business and maintenance staff - all in residence 
at the school. In addition, there is one physician 
and one dentist available at all times. One psy­
chologist is available on call and six chaplains are 
available on a rotation basis. 

A psychiatrist from the Board of Control is on 
call for consultation on extreme behavior prob­
lems; the services of the psychiatric staffs of the 
State I-.1ental Health Institutes are available to 
the school. The facilities of the University Hos­
pitals, Io,va City, are used for girls "vho need hos­
pitalization, surgery and other medical treatment. 

" 'ho Is Eligible for Service 
As provided by state la\v, any girl \Vho is a 

resident of Io,va, behveen 10 and 18 years of ag0 
and who is deemed to be seriously delinquent or 
so disposed can be committed by the court to this 
institution. The school does not accept girls £01 

training \vho are mentally defective or nlentally 
ill. I t does not accept pregnan~ girls, prostitutes 
or married ,vomen. 

Ad,nission Procedure 
Girls ,vho are eligible for care and training at 

this school are committed by juvenile, municipal 
and district courts. A court order must be brought 
to the institution \vhen the girl is admitted and a 
complete social history is requested. I t is re­
quested that the court notify the school in ad­
vance of a girl's arrival and an explanation of 
the school's program given prior to admission. 

Girls are brought to the school by probation 
officers, sheriffs, or other peace officers. The 
superintendent attempts to meet each girl upon 
a1Tival. After a brief orientation, the girl is placed 
in the hospital for a period of observation before 
she is assigned to one of the cottages. Psychologi­
cal tests are ad1ninistered as soon as possible, and 
the h·aining program is planned on an individual 
basis in accordance \vith the needs of each girl. 

SERVICES OFFERED 
Instit11tional Prograni 

The training program is divided into five units: 
domestic, acade1nic, vocational, recreational and 
religious. In planning the program emphasis is 
placed on each girl's individual needs. When a 
girl has made certain necessary adjustments to 
the school, she is placed on the honor roll. 

Girls sleep in individual rooms in cottages 
supervised by a housemother. Each girls takes 
care of her o,vn room and performs some of the 
routine household tasks. 

Educational Program - The academic program 
of the school includes both grade and high school. 
The school is fully accredited, ,vhich n1akes it 
possible for a girl ,,ho leaves the institution to 
enter any school in Iov,ra. The curriculum is based 

; 

on the regular lo\va course of study ,vith empha-
sis placed on meeting special needs. Individual 
insh·uction is offered girls ,vho have reading and 
\pcech difficulties. 

Girls are in academic classes for half the day 
and in vocational training class for the remainder. 
The school offers insh·uction and training in 

( 
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cooking, housekeeping, laundry, se\v1ng, canning, 
gardening and cosmetology. If it is felt that a girl 
cannot profit from further academic instruction, 
she is given full-time vocational training. Each 
girl selects the type of training she desires in so 
far as possible. 

~1usic, drama, arts and crafts are offered. 
Religious Program - The religious program 

gives training on an informal and formal basis. 
An inter-denominational religious class is taught 
weekly by a Des Moines minister; attendance is 
on a voluntary basis. Prayers are said before 
meals and at bed time. 

Sunday school is taught by the superintendent 
assisted by a committee of girls, on Sunday morn­
ings. Church services, conducted by one of the 
authorized clergymen who serve the school, are 
held on Sunday afternoons. Catholic girls receive 
religious training at the school and nearby Cath­
olic churches. 

Recreational Program - The recreational pro­
gram offers a variety of activjties for all age 
groups. Recreation includes all-campus, birthday, 
holiday and cottage parties; softball, basketball, 
volleyball, honor-roll dances, movies, gymnastics 
and hobbies. Committees of girls are appointed 
to plan special recreational activities under the 
guidance of the recreational director or other staH 
member. Girls on the honor roll may participate 
in occasional excursions away from the campus. 

Placen1ent Program 
Girls \vho have responded to the rehabilitation 

and training program in a satisfactory manner are 
given the opportunity to return to their homes, if 
conditions \Varrant, or to be placed in foster 
homes. While living in foster homes, they may at­
tend school and \Vork part time, or they may 
work full time in the foster homes, or hold fuTI­
time jobs in the community. All such placements 
are carefully supervised by a parole officer. 

Persons ,vho are interested in caring for a girl 
on a foster home basis should contact the super-

State Juvenile Home 
TOLEDO 

Location 
South Church Street, Toledo. Phone 175. 

Functions 
This Board of Control institution, established 

in 1920. provides for the care of dependent and 

1ntendent or the parole agent at the school. Af­
ter the necessary application procedure a parole 
agent ,vill study the prospective foster home. Ap­
proved homes are used for girls who are eligible 
tor placement in accordance ,vith their needs. 
During the time a girl is in a foster home she re­
mains a \Va.rd of the state and is subject to recall 
to the school. 

Discharge 
The Board of Control, the superintendent of 

the school and the parole agent decide \vhen a 
girl is ready to be discharged from parole. If a 
girl has made satisfactory progress in school and 
,vork and has proved capable of assuming the 
responsibilities of a good citizen, she may be 
given a release. A girl may be retained on parole 
or in the institution until she is 21 if such care 
is deemed advisable. 

General J nforrnation 
All dresses, skirts, blouses, coats and S\Veaters 

are furnished by the institution. A girl may bring 
her O\Vn housecoat, underclothing, shoes, anklets, 
head scarf, mittens or gloves, and galoshes. She 
1nay receive money to buy items from the can­
teen. 

All mail is sent and received through the super-
intendent's office. All packages are subject to 
school regulations and inquiry regarding this 
should be directed to the superintendent. 

Parents or guardians may visit a girl any time 
after she has completed the observation period. 
After the first visit, subsequent visits are allowed 
each three months. Consideration is given in case 
ot illness or for special reasons for addihonal vis­
itation. \ 'isiting hours are 9 to 11 a.m. and 1 to 
4 p.m. daily. Probation officers, social workers, 
ministers or others directly concerned \vith the 
,velfare of a girl are welcome at any time. 

For inforn1ation about a girl, contact the super­
intendent. If information about the school is re­
quired, the Board of Control \Vill respond. 

neglected children from birth to 21 years of age. 
Children may be admitted by commitment 

from the juvenile <'Ourts ( chapters 232 and 244, 
1954 Code of Io\va), or by voluntary commit­

ment of the parents. 
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Staff 
The staff of the home includes the superin­

tendent, 14 teachers, 26 houseparents, including 
ten couples ,vho serve as cottage parents and six 
housemothers, and a chaplain on a full-time basis. 
There is a practical nurse on duty at all times; one 
physician and one dentist from the community 
are available for routine and emergency medical 
care. A visiting psychologist co1nes to the home 
once or t\vice a month under the supervision of 
the director of psychological services, Board of 
Control. He also acts as consultant on special 
problems. 

Psychiatric consultation and treatment are 
available at the State Psychopathic Hospital in 
Io,va City and at the Nlental Health Institutes. 
The facilities of the University Hospitals in Io,va 
City are used for special medical and surgical 
cases. 

T,vo Protestant ministers and one Ca tholic 
priest from the community serve a!> chaplains. 

\Vho Is Eligible for Service 
tvlost of the children who are adn1itted have 

been declared to be dependent and neglected by 
a juvenile court and have been committed to the 
care and custody of the home until they have at­
tained the age of 21 years or have been released 
by due process of la,v. In a fe,v cases children 
have been released by their parents to the care 
and custody of the home ,vith the approval of the 
juvenile court and subject to the above condi­
tions. 

Children from birth to 18 ye.us of age may be 
admitted. They must not be delinquent, mentally 
defective or incorrigible and must not demon­
strate behavior that ,vould be detrimental to the 
children already under care. In actual prclCtice 
babies are committed to the Annie Wittenmyer 
Home, Davenport, and it is very seldom that 
children under ten are committed to the Juvenile 
Home. Only children ,vho are residents of Io,va 
can be admitted. There are no racial or religious 
restrictions. 

Financial I11forn1ation 

The costs of the care for children of veter.1ns 
.ind children ,vith no county of residence are 
paid from state funds. Costs for care of children 
,vho are not children of veterans bu t do have 
residence in a county are paid from state funds 
and county fun<ls. Each county pays one-half of 
the cost of care, and the state institutional fund 
i<. responsible for the remainder. 

Adn1ission Procedure 

All admissions to this ho1ne .1re n,ade through 
the Children's Division, Board of Control of 

tate Institutions, State Office Building, De 

~loines. Social agencies, juvenile courts, parents 
and others ,vho \vish to have a child admitted 
must contact the Director of the Children's Divi­
~ion to request admission. 

Social agencies and juvenile courts that refer 
a child must send a social history, the report of 
a recent physical examination and the report of 
a psychological examination to the Director of 
the Children's Division; all this information must 
be sent in duplicate. Information concerning the 
child's school experience may be incorporated in 
the social history. A separate report signed by the 
principal of the school ,vhere the child last at­
tended should be sent directly to the home. All 
admissions must be approved by the Board of 
Control, and all court orders and releases are sub­
ject to the approval of the Board of Control. 

In preparing a child for admission, the referring 
agency should explain the policies and the pro­
gram of the institution to the child and his family. 
The full meaning of the court order should be ex­
plained to the family. The referring agency 
should pwvide case\vork service to the parents 
even though the children are no longer under the 
custody of their parents. 

Children should be accompanied to the home 
by a social \VOrker from the referring agency. Af­
ter a brief conference ,vith the superintendent, 
the child is taken to the hospital at the home 
,vhere he receives a physical examination. As soon 
as the child has completed his orientation period 
he is placed in a cottage \Vith other children of 
his o,vn age and sex. He is given a psychological 
examination soon after he arrives. 

After the child has been accepted, he may 
\\'rite a letter to his nearest relative; a list of the 
institutional rules and regulations is sent with this 
letter. 

SERVICES OFFERED 

lnstit11tio11al Care 
Children sleep in dormitories in the cottages 

and arc grouped according to age and sex. The 
houseparents supervise the dormitories and give 
individual attention to each child. 

After school the children help out in the var­
ious departments of the institution. They are 
selected for certain types of ,vork because of their 
interests and abilities and are given an opportuni­
t) to receive actual ,vork experience. Older chil­
dren 1nJ.1 find part-time jobs in private homes or 
on farm~ doing house,vork, child caring, yard and 
£.inn ,vork. All such ,vork is done on a voluntary 
basis and the child receives the prevailing ,vage 
in the community for his services. 

Educational Program -The school at the home 
includes grades one through ten. Children 1n the 
last nvo years of high school attend the Toledo 
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Public School Spc:,cial instruction is offered in 
1nusic, ho1nc economics .1ncl industrial ,1rb spE"cial 
classes in 1e1nedial reading and rn.1the1naticc; arc 
offered 

Rel1g1011s Prog,a,11 - Protestant chapel scr\ ices 
,nc held e, et"\ Sunday rnorn1ng at the home 
C,1tholic childrc:,n arc taken to T .1ma for 1n,1ss 
I)11ring the yc,u Saturday religious training classes 
arc hC'lcl lor both Catholic .u1cl Protestant chil 

clren. 
The hon1e h,ts ,1 youth church ,vhich is gov­

erned hv a bo,trd of ste,\ards elected ln the , 
1nen1bersh1p. The 1ncn1bership is co1nposed of 
children; adults ,1ct as ex-officio 1nembers An, 
child ,, ho completes 18 ,veeks of religious train­
ing is eligible for membership. 

Recreational Prograni - The program of recre­
a tton and athletics includes sports s,vimming 
games, dances special progra1ns p,uties and 
mo,·ies The , .1rsih tc,uns of the school co1npete 
against other Io,va schools. The school is a mem­
ber 111 good standing of the Io,, a lligh School 
\thletic -\ssoc1ation and the Girls Athletic Union. 

C'luklren f re<1uently provide mu•;ical enter­
t.unment for clubs and gathenng~ Excursion trips 
for soci.il and educ,1tional purposes are a p,ut of 
the recreational program. 

Hoarding Ilo,ne Care 
Children espcc.iall} 111 need ol ta1111l}-t} pc care 

n1ay be placed in foster Lunily hornes b\ the 
Children's I)i\ ision of the Board of ( ontrol. The 
ho1nc \\'Ot ks 111 cooperation "1th tlus d1\ is1on in 
111,tking foster ho1nc place1ne11ts. .\II the hon1es 
,11 c c,uef ulh selected and supervised by the f 1cld 
"orkers of the ( hilc.lrcn s Division. 

Adoption 
Cluldren released to the permanent care and 

lustoch of the home may be placed for adoption 
In the ( lulclren s Division. , 

Release fro111 State Supervision 
Since the release of custody for all children 

I rom this home is subject to the appro, al of the 
Board of Control. progress reports are made from 
the home to the Board in respect to the child's 
1cl1ustment \\'hen such adjusbnent is satisfactory. 
children m,t) be placed 1n selected homes, under 
supen 1s1on. fo1 a trial period. Complete release 
from state supervi:,ion follo,vs ,vhen the child 1s 
21, enters m1litan service, or has been recom-, 

mended for discharge bv the Board of Control 
because he has made the best possible ,1djust-
1nent in accordance ,vith his abilities. 

c;t 11cral I 11/ormation 

All necess.1r, clothing 1s furrushed, but the 
c.h1ld m.t, bring his O\Yn clothing and personal 
possessions 1f he ,,·1shes. Articles such as guns and 
sling shots are prohibited. 

The child 1nust be ,tt the ho1ne Ior three months 
before he can ha,·e visitors. Thereafter. friends 
and rel.ttn es 1na, , 1sit once a month on anv , . 
"eek c.l.n that h not a holida\. In unusual cir-, 

l u111st,1nces exceptions can be made to these rules. 
ii speci.11 penn1ssion is requested bv \\Titing the 

supe11ntendent. 
\ II 1nail 1, rec:ei\•ecl and sent through the super­

intendent's office. The child n1ust \\Tite hon1e 
once each 1nonth. Thc1 e are no restrictions on the 
ntunhcr ol letters a ch1lcl 111av receive. , 

American Home Finding Association 
OTTUMWA 

Location 
217 East Fifth Street, Otturn,va. Phone 

\lUn·ay 2-3449. 

] , 1111Cti<JIIS 

ro pro, idc 1nd1\idu,1lt.ted c.trc 101 children of 
all ages "ho .ne un,1blc to lh c 111 thci1 0\\11 

f.tn1tl1cs 
lo C'stablish \\ h,1l e,tch child's needs arc and 

lo pro, 1clc thl• l\ pc of care, resou1ccs and lrcat-
1ne11t th,tl "ill enable the child to ~ro,, ,111d ch' 
, <'lop lo his 111a:-.11nun1 capacity. 

l'o c:arc !or the child as lus neecls inclic,1te, 

"hethcr in the rece1v1ng ho1ne, a paid foster 
ho1nc I rec ho1ne. ,1clopth e hon1e. or to assist in 
hh .1djustincnt 1n his o,vn ho1ne. 

'Io assist the u111narried n1othcr in planning for 
he1 sell ,tncl her c-hild. 

rhe \ ssoc1alton ",ts incorporated in 1899 .1nd 
i'.-> hc:c-nsecl as ,1 child placing agency. The re­
ce1, ing ho1ne i~ hcensccl for the care of up to 16 
children. 

Slaff 
fhe st.ti I is eo1nposecl ol a chrE"clor, h\'O social 

\\ orkcrs and l\\ o secretaries. The staff in the re-



ce1v1ng hon1e consists of as many housen1others, 
cooks and helpers as the number of children in 
residence requires. 

:\Iedical, dental, psychological, remedial and 
specialized services are obtained from the com­
munity as needed. 

\Vho Ts Eligible for Service 
Anv child in the state ,vho must be cared !or , 

a,vay from his o,vn home, regardless of race, 
color or creed. The age of the child may vary 
from a fe,v days through 17 years. 

Any unma1Tied mother who seeks help in plan­
ning for herself and her child. 

Financial Information 
A charge of $45 per month plus clothing and 

medical care is made for each child referred by 
juvenile courts or county boards of social ,velfare. 

In cases ,vhere the child is referred by his own 
parents, payment is arranged on an "ability to 
pay" basis. 

Other sow·ces of income include appropriations 
from Community Chests, income from endow­
ments and contributions from individuals and 
groups throughout the state. 

How To Apply for Services 
Phone or ,vtite the Director, 217 East Fifth 

Street, Ottum,va (Phone :t\IUrray 2-3449) ex­
plaining ,vhat services are needed. 

Social agencies and juvenile courts are asked 
to send a case history summary and any medical, 
psychological or school reports available. The re­
ferral should also include a statement as to ,vhat 
services are expected from the agency. 

An unman·ied mother may contact the agenc1 
directly or through her pastor, doctor, attorney or 
social agency. 

SER\'ICES OFFERED 
The ,velfare of children under the agency's 

care depends on the adequate diagnosis and treat­
ment of the child's day to day needs. Due care is 
therefore taken to see that each child under care 
has the benefit of coordinated case,.vork services 
under the supervision of the director. 

Receiving Ho1ne Care 
The receiving home is maintained for the care 

of school age children ,vho respond best 1n a 
group setting. 

Some of the children separated from their 
p,u-ents at first need the impersonal life of the 
group situation. 

Life in the receiving home is deliberately as in­
formal as possible. An effort is n,ade to help each 
child develop any interests or hobbies he may 
have. They are encouraged to join in school and 
community activities, to take a pride in their per-

sonal appearance and have some choice in select­
ing their clothing and fixing up their rooms. 

The agency believes that a child ,vho cannot be 
in his o,V11 home should be in a substitute home 
as soon as possible. The resources of the receiv­
ing home are used in every way to help the 
agency kno,v ,vhat ,vould be best for the child 
and to help hin1 get ready to take the next step. 

The length of time a child stays in the receiv­
ing home varies ,vith his individual needs, but, 
,vhere possible, the emphasis is always toward a 
substitute home rather than long lime institution­
al care. 

Educational Progran1 - School age children at­
tend local public schools on the same basis as any 
other youngster and are free to participate in 
sports and exh·acurricular activities. 

Each child is given both psychological and 
achievement tests and ,vhere remedial ,vork is 
indicated the agency attempts to secure the serv­
ices of teachers ,vho are qualified in such re­
medial education. 

Religious Progra,n -Each child is encouraged 
to attend the church of his choice and to partici­
pate in church school and church activities. 

Recreational Progra1n - In addition to the ac­
tivities available at the home, children are en­
cow·aged to take part in activities provided 
through the schools, the city and the churches. 
Each child has an allo"vance and can use it for 
ac:c:eptable recreationa1 purposes. 

Boarding l-lonie Care 
Some children accepted for care by the agency 

are cared for and boarded in private families that 
are selected and supervised by the agency. While 
,he child is in the boarding home the social 
"'orker continues to ,vork ,vith the natural par­
ents to,vard the objective of returning the child 
to his o,vn home, if that is possible. 

Boarding parents care for a variety of chil­
dren from infancy through adolescence. 

,\doptions 
Children ,vho have been legally relinquished 

to the association for adoption are placed in ap­
proved adoptive homes. Since on the average 
tLere are 13 couples ,vho want to adopt every 
child available for placement, the agency has to 
limit the number of adoptive applications. The 
ai1n 1s to help couples ,vithin t\vo years after their 
apphcations are accepted and at the same time 
1n,1intain a large enough group of applications so 
that a good selection of ho1nes is availahle for 
each child to be placed. 

A ne,v group of applications are taken each 
,ear in October The number of nc,v applications 
i11 this group 1nay vary. Presently, the agency is 
t,1king 50 ne,v applications a year. 
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Each couple has a series of intervie"vs at the 
association. If, on the basis of the children likely 
to be available, there is a possibility of being able 
to place a child "vith them, the application is con­
tinued and the couple proceed to have a medical 
examination. References are contacted. Home 
visits are made and the couple is told of their 
acceptance. 

Applicants must be residents of the state of 
Iov.ra. There are no restrictions in terms of age, 
type of housing, income, occupation, etc. Each of 
these factors is considered with the family in re­
viewing their application, the object being to 
provide each child a secure home ,vith adoptive 
parents whose ages, outlook and homelife are 
suited to his needs. 

The agency believes in placing more than one 
child in a family but lack of available children 
means that, in practice, the agency cannot achieve 
this goal in every instance. 

Unmarried Mothers 
An unmarried mother may apply to the asso­

cia tion for assistance in making plans for herself 
and her child . Each situation is "vorked out on 
an individual basis. The services available to each 
mother include the following: living arrange­
ments for the mother, prior to delivery, in a 
private family a,vay from her home community 
,vhere she lives as a member of the family in a 
setting ,vhere she feels comfortable; medical care 
by a doctor of the mother's choice; periodic inter­
views, as needed, ,vith the association \vorker to 
help her decide on a plan for herself and her 
child after delivery; delivery in an approved hos­
pital ,vith private patient accommodations; help­
ing the mother re-establish herself in her o,vn or 
some other community. 

When necessary, the mother is assisted in meet­
ing the financial costs involved. 

Beloit Lutheran Children's Home 
AMES 

Location 
13th and Northwestern A venue, Ames. Phone 

:3257. 

Functions 
This home provides psychiatric case,vork treat­

n1ent to children ,vho must be separated fro1n 
their o,vn homes and ,vho, because of emotional 
problems, are unable to make an adequate foster 
home adjustment. The agency is licensed to care 
tor a maximum of 30 children. 

Staff 
The staH consists of a director, ,vho is a social 

,vorker, a psychiatric case"vorker and t\vo couple~ 
,vho act as cottage counselors plus t,vo other 
,vomen counselors. A trained group ,vorker ( in 
residence) is to be employed. 

There are three physicians available on call; 
a psychologist is employed on a part-time basis. 
Budget authorization has been given by the board 
of directors to secure ,veekly psychiatric consul­
tation from a qualified psychiatrist as soon as 
possible. 

,, clditional psychological services are obtained 
fro1 1 the State Department of Social vVelfare. 
Psychiatric consultation is obtained, ,vhenever 
feasible, from the Des Moines Child Guidance 
Clinic and the State Psychopathic Hospital in 
Io,va City. 

\Vho ls Eligible for Service 
Since the agency is o"vned and opera ted by the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, primary responsi­
bility is to,vard Lutheran children. Consideration 
,viii be given to any child, ,vhen space is avail­
able and other commitments are discharged. 

Emotionally dis turbed children ,vho live in 
Jo,va and ,vho can benefit from the home's pro­
gram 1nay be accepted for care and treatment. 
Exa1nples of acceptable cases include: 

1. A child ,vho has been so hurt and emotional­
ly disturbed by previous home experiences that he 
cannot adjcst to foster parents. 

2. A child ,vho expresses emotional d isturb­
ances in an aggressive manner to such a degree 
that he needs treatment. 

:3. A child ,vho is withdrawn and must be 
studied before placement can be made. 

Infants and pre-school children, mentally de­
ficient children, children ,vith serious health prob­
len1s ( for example, epilepsy and severe cardiac 
conditions) and psychotic children are not ac­
cepted for care. ( Exceptions have been made to 
these restrictions in unusual circumstances when 
it ,vas fel t that a particular child ,vould benefi t 
fro1n ,l group living experience). 

Financial 111fonnation 
The agency is supported by gifts, donations 

and fees and is subsidized by the Evangelical 
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Lutheran Church. The charg~ for the care of 
each child is $65 per month, ,vhich includes food, 
shelter and allowances; an additional $10 per 
month is charged to cover clothing and medical 
expenses. Any surplus is refunded ,vhen treat-
1nent is completed and the child is dischru:ged. 

How To Apply for Service 
Parents \.vho \.vish to place a child in the home 

should begin by contacting a local agency, private 
or public. This is important since this agency is 
unable to carry on extensive field work service 
throughout the state. I t is desirable that the local 
agency establish ,vorking relationships ,vith par­
ents in each case. 

Social agencies and juvenile courts that refer 
a child should complete the necessary application 
forms and submit a complete social history and 
all available psychological data before acceptance 
can be determined. Each child is considered on 
an individual basis and is accepted only ,vhen 
the staff of the home feels that it can meet his 
needs. The child must receive a complete medical 
examination prior to admittance. 

The referring agency is expected to continue 
case,vork services to the parents if the child is ac­
cepted for care. Progress reports al six-month in­
tervals are submitted to the refen·al agency unless 
more frequent reports are requested. 

SERVICES OFFERED 
1 nstitutional Care 

The treatment plan for each child is initiated 
soon after he enters the home. The child's prob­
lems are evaluated by the psychiah·ist, psycholo­
gist, caseworker and group \VOrker in consulta­
tion ,vith the director. Each child is h·eated reg­
ularly in group and individual therapy sessions. 

The Beloit Lutheran Children·s Home consists 
of t\vo cottages, one for boys and one for girls, 
and an administration building in ,vhich there is 

an aparl1nent tor teen-age boys. \Vhile in resi­
dence, the children have individual rooms or 
share a room ,vith one or hvo others. All chil­
c.lrcn are expected to perform some of the light 
household tasks. Some of the children earn money 
in addition to allo,vances by holding part-time 
jobs in the community. 

All visitation is on an individual basis and ar­
ranged ,vith the director. 

Educational Progran1 - The children attend 
the Ames public schools and may take advantage 
of all the special courses, programs and extra­
curricular activities of the school system. Special 
remedial courses are given at the home by vol­
unteer teachers. The Ames public schools pro­
vide special classes in the un-graded school, but 
enrollment is limited. Tutoring in remedial read­
ing is offered at exh·a cost. 

Educational activities at the home include 
n1usic, art and dranu1tics; music lessons are taught 
b) private tutors and teachers in the public school 
n1t1sic department. 

Boys and girls ,vho graduate from high school 
\vhile at the home may be helped to obtain 
scholarships and ,vork to enable them to attend 
college. 

Religious Progrcnn - Religious training within 
the ho1ne is informal and includes prayers and 
devotions led by counselors or children. All chil­
dren attend church services and Sunday school in 
Ames Confirmation instruction is arranged for 
all Lutheran children. This is recommended for 
all children of other faiths, but not required. 

Recreational Program - Activities at the home 
include sports, games, special programs and 
parties, and arts and crafts. T\vo ,,·eeks at Camp 
Knutson in northern ~hnnesota are scheduled 
each sun1mer. Participation in school, church and 
com1nunity activities is encouraged. This includes 
Scouting, Gra-Y, Girl Reserves, etc. 

Booth Memorial Hospital 
D E S MOINE S 

Location 
2847 Indianola Avenue, l)es }.foines. Phone 

4-9119. 

F1111ction 
The Salvation Army Booth ~femorial Hospital. 

opened in 1899, provides a hon1e, 1naternity care 
and security for unmanicd mothers dtu·ing their 

confinement. It 1s licensed to care for 48 girls 
and 20 babies. 

Staff 

The staff is made up of the superintendent, six 
physicians, "ho serve on a rotation basis, t,vo 
registered nurses and three nurses aides. 

.\!though there is no social \\Orker on the staff, 
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one is available from one of the several children's 
agencies in the cily 01 from the Polk county de­
partment of social ,velfare. 

\Vlio Is Eligible for Service 

Any unmarried pregnant girl is eligible for 
care regardless of race, creed, age or residence. 
The hospital ,vill accept girls ,,rith positive 
Wasserman tests if they have had medical treat­
ment and the disease is under control. All neces­
sary medical tests should be 1nade before ad­
mission, ,vhenever possible. 

Financial Information 
Des i\ioines Community Chesl, Salvation 

Army State Fund and fees from individuals, 
county departments of social ,vellare and courts, 
provide the sources of financial support. 

Charges for care vary in accordance ,vith 
length of stay in the hospital. A charge of $125 
for pre-natal, delivery and post-partum care is 
charged for girls ,vho remain at the hospital for 
t,vo to 10 ,veeks; girls ,vho stay in the hospital 
10 ,veeks or longer pay $1.25 for each day over 
the 10-,veek period, in addition to the $125 basic 
charge. No girl is refused entrance because of 
lack of funds. 

Referring agencies should assu,ne some respon­
sibility for payment of the hospital fees. 

IIou, To Apply for Service 
Any girl ,vho ,vishes to be admitted to this 

hospital may apply in person or may consult a 
social agency, doctor or clergyman for help in 
m,tl-.ing application. An application form can be 
obtained from the hospital. 

SER\1ICES OFFERED 

<;er1.,ices Offered Unmarried Al ot11ers 
Girls may be admitted at any time during their 

pregnancy, but if possible they should come to 
the hospital at least six ,veeks before delivery. 
Prior to delivery, they share rooms in the home 
section. During this time all girls are expected 
to perform light routine housekeeping tasks. 

\Vhile a girl is in the hospital, consultation is 
offered in regard to her present problems and 
future planning fo1 herself and child. Case,vork 
service is provided through the children's agen­
cies in Des i\1oines. Babies born at the home may 
he released bv the mothers to licensed private 

children ·s agencies, depending upon the mother's 
choice and her religious affiliation. 

/\ representative from the agency "ill n1eet any 
girl ,vho is coming to the hospital if notified re­
garding the time of arrival. 

A girl should bring her o,vn clothing, toilet ar­
ticles and layette for her child. A complete list 
of needed clothing may be obtained by ,vriting 
to the superintendent. All linens, such as bedding 
and towels, are furnished by the hospital It is 
advisable to bring a small amount of money for 
incidentals. 

All matters pertaining to girls ,vho are or have 
been at the hospital are confidential. A post office 
box is available for girls ,vho do not ,vant to use 
the address of the hospital for mailing purposes. 

\'isiting hours are as follo,vs: 
Home Section 

Tue. and Fri. 

Sunday 
Hospital Section 

Tue. and Fri. 

2 to 4 p.m. 
7 to 8 p.m. 
2 to 4 p.m. 

2.30 to 4:00 p.m. 
7:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Sunday 2:30 to 4:00 p.m. 
Jf edical Services - The staff obstetricians give 

care to all girls in the home section as well as in 
the hospital section. The hospital has ,veil-equip­
ped labor and delivery rooms. Babies born at the 
home are under the care of the staff pediatricians. 
Other medical and dental specialists from the 
co,nmunity are available ,vhen needed and ,veek­
ly clinics are held. Girls are discharged from the 
hospital by the medical staff, usually about 10 
days after a normal delivery. 

Educational Prograni - An accredited teacher 
offers girls the opportunity to continue their edu­
cation ,vhile in residence at the hospital. Credits 
earned may be transferred to any other school by 
the Des \loines public school system. Instruction 
in various crafts is provided through the adult 
ed•1cation program. 

Religious Progran1 - Religious services arc con­
ducted and girls are free to use the facilities of 
the hospital chapel. Chaplains are available to 
talk ,vith the girls at their request. 

Recreational Program - Recreational facilities 
include television, radio, game rooms and se,ving 
romns. Special progran1s, entertainments and 
p,u-ties are a part of the recreational program. 
Girls n1ay go for ,valks if they desire, and leave 
the grounds ,vith relatives and friends. 

.,. . 
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Boys' and Girls' Home 
S I O U X CITY 

Location 
2601 Douglas Street, Sioux City. Phone 5-0139. 

Functions 
This agency, established 111 1892, provides 

temporary and permanent care for children &·om 
broken homes until their o,vn homes can be re­
established or some other plan can be made for 
their care. Children are cared for 1n the 1mhtu­
tion, in temporary foster family homes and in 
adoptive homes. The agency is licensed for child 
placing and for the care of a 1naximum of 66 
children in the institution. 

Staff 
The staff includes an executive director, ,vho is 

a social ,vorker, and seven housemothers. 
A physician from the community serves on an 

on-call basis. Psychiatric and psychological con­
sultation service for children with behavior prob­
lems is obtained from F amily Service Inc. The 
nursing services of the public health and the city 
health departments are available for children re­
siding in the home. 

\Vho Is Eligible for Service 
Children between three and 16 years of age 

,vho are residents of Io,va and ,vho, because of 
difficulties in their o,vn homes, must receive care 
elsewhere, may be accepted for service. There are 
no racial or religious restrictions. 

Children may be placed privately by their par­
ents or committed by courts. 

Financial Information 
The home is supported by the Sioux City Com­

munity Chest, child care fees, endo,vments, trust 
funds and donations. 

The prevailing county boarding home rates are 
charged for the care of children committed by 
courts. 

The charge for the care of children placed 
voluntarily by their parents is determined in ac­
cordance with the parents' ability to pay. 

Clothing and medical expenses are additio>1,ll. 

!low To Apply for Service 
Parents, social agencies, juvenile courts and 

others ,vho wish to place a child for care in this 
home should contact the executive director for 
the required application forms. Parents who wish 
to make a private placement should arrange for 
a personal interview in regard to admission pro 

ceclure. All children must ha, e ,i physical exan1-
ination before admission 1s granted. 

In addition to the required forms, social agen­
cies aucl ju, e1ule courts ,vhich plan to refer a 
child rnust submit .1 social lustory and anv avail­
,1ble psvchological 1nfonnation before the child 
can be considered for admission. 

\Vhen the home of the natural parents is lo­
cated outside the Sioux Cit} .1rea, the referring 
a gene, is e xpccted to provide case,vork service 
to the parents. Progress reports are sent to the 
reh•rnng ,1gency at regular intervals. 

SER\ ' ICES OFFERED 

/11stit11tio11al Care 

The children sleep in dormitories .-1ccording to 
age and sex Children of pre-school age sleep in 
a separate building. The dormitories are super­
\ ised by housemothers ,vho also help the chil­
dren \\'1th their everyday problems. Older chil­
dren taJ...e part in the routine household tasks. 

\ isitation. is on an 1ncliv1dual basis. 
A protectorate home is located in a sepruate 

building attached to the m,lin building. H ere 
children \\ ho are a,, aiting local court action re­
garding delinquency ,lre detruned and cared for 
Their length of stay 1s usually very brief. The 
count} is charged on a per d1e1n basis for the care 
of each child. 

E..ducational Progra111 - C h1ldren of school age 
attend the public schools. All the special facilities 
and exh-acurncular activities of the schools are 
,n ailable to the children living in the home. 

Religious Prograrn - Because of the many de­
noniinations represented, no fonnal religious 
training 1s attempted. The children are encour­
aged to attend local churches and to participate 
in church activities. 

Recreational Progra1n - Well equipped indoor 
and outdoor play areas allO\V a wide variety of 
sports games, a1 ts and crafts and other forms of 
recreation fo1 children of all ages. Special enter­
tainment and excursions , re a part of the pro­
gram. 

In addition to the facilities of the home, a city 
playground located nearby offers ,111 excellent 
summer pla} area. Childreu \Vho are old enough 
to go clo\vnto,vn by the1nselves or \Vith other 
chi ldren mny participate in the city recreation 
program and attend local movies. 
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Boarding Ho,ne Progra,n 
As soon as it is determined that foster hon1e 

care is a necessary step in the consh·uctive de­
velopment of the child, a home suited to the 
particular needs of the child is sought. The place­
ment of the child, and the supervision of the 
child and the foster home, are p1 ovided by the 
Boys' and Girls' Home. 

Applicants for boarding care ,vill be accepted 
from families living in the state of Io,va, and 
,,rithin a 75 mile radius of Sioux City. 

Adoptio11 
As soon as it is detern1inecl that adoption is a 

necessary step in the treatment plan, and as soon 
,1s the legal processes have been completed, an 
,1<loptive home suited to the particular needs of 
the child is sought and the actual placement 
made. The supervision of the placement to the 
time of final adoption is provided by the Boys' 
and Girls' Home. 

Applications for adoption ,vill be accepted 
from families living in the state of Io,va and with­
in a 75 mile radius of SiotLX City. 

Catholic Charities-Archdiocese of Dubuque 

Location 
321 Bank and Insurance Building, Dubuque. 

Phone 3-6409. 

Functions 
The agency \vas established in 1930 to central­

ize Catholic ,velfare services in the 30 counties of 
northeastern Io,va that comprise the Archdiocese 
of Dubuque and is the officL1l Catholic social 
service agency of the archdiocese. Social services 
are offered to families, individuals, children in 
foster hon1es and institutions, and unmarried 
mothers. The agency is licensed as a child placing 
agency. 

All applications for admission to St. 11ary's 
Home and St. Theresa's Baby F old (a ,vard at 
:\1ercy Ilospital) are made through the Charities 
office. 

Staff 
The staff is composed of the executive director, 

case,vork supervisor and four social ,vorkers. 
Psychological consultation is obtained fron1 

staff psychologists of the State Department of 
Social Welfare. 

\Iedical services are provided bv the agrncy's 
pediatrician and obstetrician. 

\,Vho ls Eligible for Service 
Anv Catholic resident of the archdiocese \vho , 

is in need of any of the services of the agency is 
eligible. 

Financial Information 
Annual diocesan appeal in all the Catholic 

churches of the Dubuque archdiocese, bequests 
and gifts make up the support of the agency. 

Social case\vork services to families, children, 
unrnanie<l mothers and other individuals are 
f urnishecl ,vithout charge. The charge for the 
care of chi1dren at St. }\fary's Home is $1.50 pe1 

da) plus medical and clothing expenses. No fee 
is required for adoptive placement, although a 
$100 donation is suggested by Catholic Charities 
if the adoptive parents \vish to make a contribu­
tion at the time of placement. 

~Iercy Hospital, Dubuque, and several other 
Catholic hospitals ,vithin the archdiocese, offer a 
plan by ,vhich a girl may live at the hospital dur­
ing confinement and ,vork three hours a day for 
her room and board. \Vhenever possible the grrl, 
her parents or the alleged father are asked to pay 
delivery and hospital expenses. Lack of funds 
does not preclude service, ho,vever, and no girl 
is refused care because of her inability to pay. 

II ow To Apply for Service 
Parents, social agencies, juvenile cow·ts and 

others \Vho ,vish to use any of the services of 
Catholic Charities should apply at the central 
office. Persons \vho are unable lo make applica­
tion in person may receive information about ho\V 
to apply for a particular service by ,vriting or 
telephoning the director. Persons ,vho live at a 
distance may ,vish to ask their local county de­
partment oi social ,velfare or their parish priest 
ior help in making application. 1arried couples 
,vho ,vish to adopt a child 1nust apply in person. 

Social agencies and juvenile courts that refer a 
child or an unma1Tied mother must send a \vritten 
social history, the report of a recent physical ex­
amination and any available psychological data. 

\Vhen the natural parents reside outside Du­
buque county, the referring agency is expected to 
,vork ,vith them in making plans for the child's 
future care. 

SERVICES OFFERED 
lnstit11tio11al Care 

Catholic Charities provides case,vork service, 
including intake and discharge planning for St. 



---------------------------------------------------

', LYON OSCEOLA DICKIN - EMMET KOSSUTH WI NN E- WORTH MITCH- HOWARD WINNE- ALLA-
SON BAGO ELL SHIEK MAKEE 

j 

SIOUX OBRIEN CLAY PALO HANCOCK CERRO FLOYD CHICK-ALTO GORDO ASAW / 

;e cf S "'i n 1)14e,e icux • FAYETTE CLAYTON 
j 

.., 
PLYMOUTH CHERO- BUENA POCA- HUM - WRIGHT FRANK- BUTLER BREMER \ KEE VISTA HONTAS BOLDT L IN 

~.'.'EBSTER J-,---+.-,-,=-:c.,.,..,.-1~.,....,..=:-i BL ACK BUCH- DELAWARE [DUB~"" 1-' 
\.\__ W_O_O_DB_U_R_Y...._-,--LI_D_A_ ~t--S-A-C-t-C_A_L __ --,w HAMIL- HARDIN GRU NDY HAWK ANAN •\.. 

.• sw~ Ctt!f HouN ~ ToN .) rdui ouse P.f 1)11 .iu,i_.,1,4 e '1>" b~ 
1 
~ 

"".l'-----t-----L-,---'---,------'----,-----.-'--,---'---1 TAMA BENTON L I NN J ON ES JACKSO 
1 MONONA CRAWFORD CARROLL GREENE BOONE STORY MARSHAU 

,--.... CLINTON 
li-~~..i.,,._..,..__, .... --.-.... -~~~~~~...-~~~-;,~~-~~-~~~~CEDAR 

HARRISON SHELBY AUDU- GUTHRIE DALLAS POLK JASPER POWE- IOWA JOHNSON ~ 
BON ~ SHI EK 2) SCOTT 

't Dic1 .. :K-se ttl~~~ Moi es ~ • Dtc,eJ f "'D1 wenh"t't"' ¾~ ... t)l'rt-1 ~~ ':.J ·-r MUSCATI NE • 
POTTAWATTA- CASS ADAIR MADISON WARREN MARION MAHASKA KEOKUK WASHING_ _ 

MIE TON , 

• U~fl 'lJ: -i:J';:; LOUISA 

MILLS MONT- ADAMS UNION CLARKE LUCA S MONROE 
GOMERY 

WAPELLO JEFFER- HENRY DES 

SON MOINES 

r"FREMON" l>tlGE TAYLOR RI NG - DECATUR WAYNE ,PPANOOSE DAVIS VAN 
GOLD BUREN L EE 

Catholic Charities Diocesan Areas 

~t ary's Hon1e, a child caring institution. Infants 
of unmarried mothers 1nay be given care 111 a 
v1ard of \1ercy H ospital in Dubuque. 

Boarding fl o111e Care 

A limited number of boarding homes are avail­
able for children \vho need substitute family care 
rather than group care in an institutional home. 
All these homes have been selected after careful 
study by the agency. The social 'vVOrker works 
jointly ,vith the foster family and the natural 
parents to\vard returning the child to his o,,,n 
home, or, if this is not possible, tO\\'Hrd making 
other plans for his care. 

Ch ildren of high school age ,vho for son1e rea­
son cannot remain in their o,.vn home 1nav be 

; 

placed in boarding schools in the area. 

Adoption 

Children ,vho have been relinquished to C<tth­
olic Charities for adoptive placement range in ,tge 
from infancy to nine years. Beio1e a ch1lcl is 
placed, he is carefully studied u1 respect to his 
physical and mental clevelopn1cnt. At the tcr-
1nination of this study period a final pediatric 
evaluation is made. W henever possible a ps) -
chological study of the child is made, and testin~ 
is ahvays arranged ,vhcn there is an1 question 
about the child's development or background. 

No child ,vith a chronic mental or physic,tl dis-

ability is placed for adoption, ho,vever, at present 
C:atholic Charities is attempting to secure suitable 
adoptive homes for children \Vith slight physical 
deformities or pathology in their background. 

Adoptive applicants should botl, be of Catholic 
faith in a Catholic man·iage of at least four years 
duration and not over 40 years of age. In special 
instances, consideration may be given to couples 
of 1nixed faiths provided assurance is given that 
an adopted child ,vill be raised in the C,ttholic 
faith. The prospective parents should have an 
average income and be physically incapable of 
having children. 

-\fter a personal intervie,v at the agency, the 
application forms, including the family physician's 
report. are completed before the social ,vorker 
1nakes a home visit. 

After the child has been in the adoptive home 
tor at least one year the agency may give its con­
sent for legal adoption. During this one-year pro­
bationa1y pc1;od the social ,vorker makes super­
visor) visits to the home to ~cc that the child ,tnd 
the parents are ,veil suited to C<tch other. Legal 
proceedings are handled by the family's attorney. 

( nmarried !"vl others 
Planning is done on an individual basis using 

the resow·ccs in the archdiocese for housing and 
hoc;pitalization. Placement on a ,vork-\vage basis 
in a supervised foster home may be arranged. 
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Girls may be accepted for maternity care at any 
time during their pregnancy. 

The mother is free to decide ,vhether she ,vill 
keep her baby, use temporary foster care or re-

linquish it for adoption. The babies may be given 
care at Mercy Hospital while the social ,vorker 
helps the mother make plans for herself and her 
baby. 

St. Mary's Home - Dubuque 

Location 
2909 Kaufmann Avenue, Dubuque. Phone 

2-0678. 

Ft1nctions 
Established in 1871 as a home for dependent 

and neglected Catholic children of the arch­
diocese of Dubuque, this institution provides care 
for children bet\veen the ages of t\vo and 12 
\Vhose o,vn homes have been broken by death, 
illness, divorce or other misfortune. I t is owned, 
operated and supported by the Catholic arch­
diocese of Dubuque and is licensed to care for a 
maximum of 85 children. 

Staff 
The staff consists of 17 persons including the 

superintendent, one social ,vorker provided by 
Catholic Charities, three teachers, six house­
mothers, and the chaplain plus maintenance per­
sonnel for the institution and farm. 

The staff, other than the social ,vorker and the 
chaplain, are Sisters of the Order of St. Francis. 
Pediatricians from the local medical association 
and dentists regularly examine the children. ~Iecl­
ical specialists are used as needed. Psychiatric 
treatment and consultation ,u·e obtained, ,vhen 
needed, at the State Psychopathic Hospital, Io,va 
City. The psychologists of the State Department 
of Social Welfare administer 1)sychological tests 
and assist in making plans for a child's future care. 
Nursing service is provided by the nursing staff 
of the Dubuque parochial schools. 

\\'ho Is Eligible for Service 
Catholic children bet\veen bvo and 12 years of 

age "ho live in the archdiocese of Dubuque and 
,vho must receive care in a substitute home mav , 

be accepted. As a rule children 1nust be physical­
!: and mentally normal to be eligible for care. 
although in indi,idual cases children \\ith 1ninor 
phvsical handicaps or 1ninor behavior disorders 
1nay be accepted. Children 1nay be placed at the 
ho1ne b) their parents or guardians or by court 
co1n1n1tn1ents; in all cases the approval of Cath­
olic Charihes is necessary. Under exceptional cir­
c11n1slc1nces girls over 12 ma) he .-idmittecl. 

I i11a11c1al Jnfon11ation 
A charge of $1.50 per day plus medical, dental 

and clothing expenses is made for the care of 
each child. Parents ,vho are unable to pay the 
full amount may make individual arrangements 
at the Charities office. When a child is court 
comn1itted, the county of legal residence assumes 
financial responsibility. 

Hou; To Apply for Service 
Parents, social agencies and others ,vho ,vant 

to place a child at St. i\,lary's Home should apply 
at Catholic Charities, 321 Bank and Insurance 
Building, Dubuque. Before any child can be con­
sidered for admission, all the required application 
fo1ms, including one for physical examination, 
must be completed. 

Social agencies and juvenile courts that refer 
a child to the home must send a ,vritten social 
history and any available psychological data in 
addition to the report of a medical examination. 
\''hen the child's O\vn home is located outside of 
Dubuque county, the referring social agency is 
expected to ,vork ,vith the child's parents and 
with Catholic Charities toward a permanent plan 
for the child's care. 

SER\1ICES OFFERED 
l11stitutio11al Care 

The institution serves as a temporary ho1ne for 
the child during the time that plans for his perma­
nent care are being ,vorked out by Catholic Char­
ities, the natural parents, the referring social 
agencv and other interested persons and agencies. 

The director of Catholic Charities, ,vho is also 
the chaplain at St. ::-. Iary's Home, gets acquaint­
ed ,vith each child at the time of admission. A 
case"·orker on the staff of the Charities is as­
signed by the agenc, to provide casew·ork service. 
The sisters give individual attention to each child. 

The children sleep in large rooms according to 
age and sex groups, ,vith a maximum of eight 
children to a room. A sister acts as housemother 
to each group. Children eat in the main dining 
room, four to a table, and an effort is made to 
seat fa1nily groups together. The older children 
participate in the routine household tasks as they 
,,·oukl in theJr o,vn homes. 

T,d11catio11al Prog, 1111 - Instruction fron1 kin­
dergarten through the si:-.th grade is provided at 
the institution; children in the seventh and eighth 

... 
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grades attend the local parochial schools. A re­
medial reading teacher conducts a six weeks' sum­
mer session for children ,vho have reading diffi­
culties. Children ,vith speech difficulties are given 
,veekly assistance by a speech therapist, ,vho is 
on the Catholic Charities staff. Special classes by 
instructors fron1 Dubuque are offered in piano, 
art, and tap dancing. 

Religious Progran1 - :\lass is held in the chapel 
daily, and there are n1any special religious ob­
servances. The chaplain gives daily religious in­
struc tion. Theological students fro1n St. Bernard's 
Seminary provide ,veekly instruction classes. 

Recreational Progra,n - Play, library and tele­
vision rooms for indoor activities are located on 
the first floor of the building. There is a large, 
,vell-equipped play area, including a tennis and 
volleyball court, on the grounds for outdoor 

Catholic Charities 

Location 
203 Cosgrove Building, 410 Brady Street, Dav­

enport. Phone 3-9733. 

Functions 
This agency, established in 1927, provides ,vel­

fare services to Catholics living in the diocese of 
Davenport. These services include family case­
"'ork, adoptive and hoarding home placement 
for children and services to un1T'arried mothers. 
The agency is licensed for child placing. 

All arrangements for admission Lo St. \ ' incent's 
Home, the diocesan child caring institution, are 
n1ade through this office. 

Staff 
The staff is made up of the executive directo1. 

executive secretarv, and t,vo social ,vorkers. , 
Psychiatric consultation and psychological sen -

ices are obtained from the Scott County \Iental 
Health Center and the State P•'.\ chopathic l los­
pital. 

"'ho ls Eligible for Service 
Anv Catholic resident of the diocese ,, ho is in , 

need of any of the services of this agenc} 1s 
eligible. 

Fi11a11cial Infonnation 
Catholic Charities receives financial support 

from the Davenport Com1nunit_\ Chest. diocesan 
funds .,nd child care fees. 

,\ll casc,vork service 1s p1 o, idcd "·ithoul 
charge. 

recreation. Staff members supervise a ,vide vari­
ety of activities, such as games, arts, crafts, dances 
and excursions. During the summer months a 
s,vimming instructor is provided for the outside 
pools. Students from Loras and Clarke Colleges 
present plays and programs, and help supervise 
recreation daily in the institution. 

During the summer each child has the oppor­
tunity of a ,veek's vacation, and boys over eight 
and many of the girls attend one ,veek at summer 
camps. 

Children participate in community recreation, 
attend movies and belong to organized recreation­
al groups. 

Discharge 
All discharge planning is done through Cath­

olic Charities. 

Diocese of Davenport 

Charge for boarding home care for an infant 
ranges fron1 $12 to $13 per ,veek; for older chil­
dren Lhe charge is $15 per ,veek. Clothing, school 
fees an<l all but unusual medical expenses are 
paid by Catholic Charities. 

Charges for housing and hospitalization for un­
n1arried mothers arc made on an individual basis. 

Couples ,vho adopt children through this 
agency are expected to make a contribution of 
beh.,·een $50 and $1.50, according to their ability. 

llou., To ,\pply for Service 
Parents and others ,vho ,vant to use any of the 

; 

services offered by Catholic Charities should 
make an appointment for a personal interview 
at the office. Persons ,vho live some distance from 
D,l\ en port may ,vish to seek the help of their 
p,,nsh priest and their local department of social 
\Yelfare in making application. 

Social agencies and juvenile courts must con­
t,1ct the Charities before making a referral or 
co·nmitment. The refen·ing agency or court must 
also send a social history and the report of a re­
cent phvsical examination. 

SERVICES OFFERED 
I11stit11tio11al Care 

The Catholic Chanties supervises St. \ 1ncenl's 
Home, ,vhich provides care for children ,.,ho are 
unable to remain in their o,vn homes. This insti­
tution 1s descnbed belo,v. 

Boarding Hon1e Care 
.\ number of homes providing foster familv , 
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care on a non-adoptive basis are available for 
children up to 18 years of age ,vho are in need 
of such care. While a child is in a boarding home, 
the case" orkers continue to ,vork "ith the nntural 
parents to,vard retun1ing the child to his o,vn 
home if that is possible. All foster homes ,n·e 
carefully selected and supervised by the agency. 

The Charities 1nay send a girl of high school 
age to Ottum,va Heights High School, a boarding 
school at Ottumwa. Girls ,vho are under the 
supervision of the Charities and those ,vho attend 
Ottum,, a Heights school 1nay live at St. \'incent's 
Home during the summer vacation. 

Adoption 
Children ,vho have been relinquished to Catho­

lic Charities for adoption range in age fro1n 111-
f ancy to the early teens. All children eligible for 
<1doption must be physically and n1entall) normal 

Adopth-e applicants must be inanied Catholics, 

residents of the diocese, of suitable age for rear­
ing children and financially able to provide for 
the child. After an intervie,v at the Charities of­
fice the applicants must complete application 
forn1s, including a form for a complete medical 
e:-.a1nination. Processing of approved applications 
requires approximately nine months. After place­
ment the ho1ne is supervised for one year, and 
the Charities gives consent for adoption. The 
adoptive parents engage their o,vn la,vyer to com­
plete legal proceedings. 

l 11111arried Jf others 
Case,vork service is offered to unmarried 

1nothers in helping make plans for housing, med­
ical care and hospitalization during confinement, 
and help ,vith fu ture plans for mother and child. 
The Cha1itJes has a number of resources for 
housing and hospitalization both ,vithin and out­
side the Davenport area. 

St. Vincent's Home, Davenport 

Location 
2700 Gaines Street, Davenport. Phone 3-9733. 

Functions 
The home, a diocesan institution, proV1cles c 1rc 

to dependent and neglected Catholic children. It 
is licensed to care for a 1naximum of 90 children. 

Staff 
The staff is con1prised ol the superintendent, a 

social ,vorker fro1n Catholic Charities, eight teach­
ers, si:-. house1nothers, one nurse and the ch,1pl,1in. 

T,,enty local physicians serve the home on an 
on-call basis. Psychiatric and psychological con­
sultation is obtained from the Scott Counlv :t-.len , 

tal Health Center. In addition to the lull time 
nurse on the staff, the nursing services of the 
Visiting :--Jurses Association are ,lvailable lo the 

home. 

" 'ho ls Eligible for Service 
Ca tho lie children ,vho live in the dioce~e of 

J )a venport m are referred by ,u1othe1 diocese 111 
Lhe state, bet,veen the age of five and the con1-
pletion ol the eighth grade, 1nay be adinitted b) 
, olunla1y placement or by co1nn1it1nent of a 
juvenile cou1 t. Children ,vi lh 1ninor physical 
h,lndicaps ( e.g. blind in one eye, cleft palate, 
etc.) 1nav be accepted. Children ,vith lo"' intel­
lectual ability or serious behavior proble1ns c,1n­
not he ,1ccepted. 

F111a11cial l11for111ation 
The eharge 101 the care ol each child i,; $ 1.5 

pc1 111011 th. Clothing and 11nusual 1ncclical care 
arc charged aclclitionall). 

Children ,vho co1ne to the hon1e should brin!!; 
three changes of undenve~u, three pairs of pa­
jan1.1s and clothing suitable for school. If the par­
ents are financially unable to provide clothing, 
so1ne diocesan organization may act as the child's 
sponsor ,1nd furnish clothing for him. 

Tlotu To Apply for Service 
A 11 arrange1nents for admission to St. \ 7incent's 

I Iome are ,nade tlu·ough the office of the Catho­
lic Charities of the Diocese of Davenport, 203 
Cosgrove Building, Davenport. 

P.u-ents "ho "rish to place a child at the ho1ne 
should contact the Charities office for an ap­
poinl1nent tor ,l personal intervie,v. Application 
fonns, including one for medical examination, 
1nusl be co111pleted before the child can be ad-
1nittecl. It h desirable thal the child visit the in­
stitution before admission. 

\Vhen rclerring a child, social agencies and 
juvenile courts n1ust send a social history, the 
report of a recent physical examination and all 
,tvailable ps) chological data to Catholic Charities. 
The reternng agency is expected to continue case­
" ·ork sen ice lo the child's parents. 

SEH\'ICES OFFERED 

!11slil11tio11al Care 
Sleeping quarters are .irranged according to 

age and sc,. So1ne of the children sleep in large 
clonni Lones ,ind others share srnaller rooms ,vi th 
three 01 fou, chilchC'n. \fcals are served in the 
nutin dining roon1. The boys and girls arc e,­
pectecl to perf oun small household tasks. 
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Visiting hours are every Sunday. Special per­
mission is needed to visit at other times. 

Educational Progra,n - St. \ 7incent's School 
provides education \Vithin the institution fro1n the 
first through the eighth grades. Some children 
from the comn1unity also attend this school. Chil­
dren ,vho need speech correction attend the 
speech clinic at Augustana College, Rock Island, 
Illinois. 

Religious Progran1 - 1fass is held every day 
and a high mass is held on Sundays and feast 
days. Other religious activities include daily 
prayers and special devotions. 

Recreationlll Progran1 - Recreational activities 
at the home include indoor and outdoor sports, 
dances, games, band, special programs, parties 
and picnics. The children may participate in Boy 
Scouts and Campfire Girls. They may, ,vith per­
mission, attend movies and other activities in the 
community. 
Discharge 

A child is discharged ,vhen plans have been 
co1npleted for his return to his o,vn home or for 
his care else,vhere. A child cannot remain in care 
at the institution after completion of the eighth 
grade. 

Catholic Charities-Diocese of Des Moines 

Location 
609 High Street, Des ~1oines. Phone 3-7319. 

Functions 
The Des 11oines Catholic Charities, incorpo­

rated in 1925, provides ,velfare services for the 
diocese of Des Moines. The program includes so­
cial services for children, adoptive placement, 
boarding home care, family case,vork and services 
to unmarried mothers. The Charities is a licensed 
child placing agency. All applications for Christ 
Child Home, the diocesan child caring institution, 
are made through the Charities office. 

This office supervises a branch office at Coun­
cil Bluffs. 

Persons living in the Council Bluffs area may 
make application for any of the services of the 
Charities at the Council Bluffs office, 125 Pearl, 
Council Bluffs, phone 3-2472. This branch main­
tains a staff of t,vo social \Yorkers. Psychiatric 
consultation is obtained, when needed, from the 
psychiatrist on the board. 

Staff 
The staff consists of the director and three so­

cial ,vorkers. There is a chaplain available for 
consultation. 

Psychiatric and medical services are obtained 
from the community \Vhen needed. The psycho­
logical services of the State Department of Social 
\Vclfare are used by this agency. 

,v1io ls Eligible for Service 
Counseling on family and children's problems, 

hoarding home and adoptive place1nent services 
for children are available for any Catholic residing 
in the diocese of Des Moines. Children eligible 
for care at Christ Child Home may be of any 

religious affiliation. Any unmarried mother is 
eligible for help in planning for herself and her 
baby regardless of her race, religion or place of 
residence. 

Financial Infon11ation 

The agency is supported by the Des ~f oines 
Community Chest, diocesan funds, fees and con­
tributions. 

Casev,ork service for individu:ils, families, chil­
dren and unman·ied mothers is p1ovided ,vithout 
charge. The charges for hospitalization and care 
of unn1arried mothers before and after deliven 
are arranged on an individual basis. The fee f~r 
adoptive placement is $100 plus the costs of 
n1edical and boarding care of the child prior to 
adoption. The adoptive parents pay this fee. 

!Jou; To Apply for Service 
Anvone ,vho desires to make use of the serv-, 

ices of this agency should apply at the Charities 
office. If it is not possible to apply in person, in­
formation about ho,v to apply for a particular 
service may be obtained by ,vriting or telephon­
ing the director. Couples who wish to adopt a 
child must make an appointment for a personal 
intervie,v at the office. Persons, other than adop­
tion applicants, \vho live outside the city may 
ask assistance from the local social welfare de­
partrnent or the parish priest in regard to appli­
cation for service. 

Social agencies and ju,·enile courts that refer 
a child or unmarried mother must send a social 
history and the report of a recent physical exam­
ination. 

SER\7ICES OFFERED 
Institutional Care 

Catholic Charities supervises the Christ Child 
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Home, a diocesan institution which cares for chil­
dren under five years of age \vho for some reason 
are unable to remain in their O\VO homes. The 
description of this institution is given belO\V. 

Boarding I-Jo,ne Care 
Children in need of family care may be placed 

111 boarding homes selected an<l supervised by 
Catholic Charities. The social \VOrker ,vorks ,vith 
the natural parents and the foster parents to,vard 
returning the child to his o,vn home or if this is 
not possible or desirable, to\vard other plans for 
the child's care. 

Adoption 
Since only Catholic children are placed for 

adoption, the adoptive parents also must be Cat11-
ohc. The prospective parents inust not be over 
35 years of age to adopt an infant but parents 
over 35 1nay apply to adopt older children. Pros­
pective parents need not be childless but phys­
ically incapable of having other children. After a 
personal intervie\v at the Charities office, the ap­
plicants must complete the required applicahon 
forms pnor to further consideration. 

Children are placed for adoption in accordance 
,vith specific procedures. Every child is given a 
physical and psychological examination before 
placement. This agency may give consent for 
legal adoption after the child has been in the 
adoptive home for at least one year. During this 
probationary period the social ,vorker from the 
Charities supervises the home and offers guidance 
to the foster parents and observes the child's ad­
JUStrnent. \Vhen the agency has given its consent 
the adoptive parents retain a la,vyer to complete 
legal adoption procedures. 

t' 11 married "A-1 others 
Case,vork services to unmarried mothers in­

clude help 1n making plans for confinement and 
for the future of both mother and baby. Plans 
may be arranged for an unmarried mother to live 
,\ith a family, either ,vithin or outside the Des 
\loines area, before delivery. Hospitalization and 
medical plans are ,vorked out ,vith each girl on 
an individual basis. Hospitalization facilities are 
available in Des 1'1oines and in other cities in the 
diocese. 

Christ Child Home, Des Moines 

Location 
2910 Grand Avenue, Des ~loines. Phone 

3-4617. 

Functions 
Established in 1924 and operated by the Sisters 

of Humility under the direchon of the Des 1'1oines 
Catholic Charities, this dioces-an institution pro­
vides temporary care for children under five years 
of age ,vhose own homes have been broken by 
death, illness or other misfortune. Children under 
five \vho are physically or mentally handicapped 
may be given convalescent ca1·e. This agency is 
licensed for the care of a maxin1um of 35 chil­
dren. 

Staff 
The slaff is cmnposed of a superintendent and 

n, o social ,vorkers provided by Cailiolic Chari ties, 
four housemothers ,vho are also teachers, a nurse 
and the resident chaplain. 

Routine medical care is provided by a pedia­
trician on a ,veekly clinical basis. Other 1nedical 
specialists are on call for e1nergency and special 
care. 

"\Vl10 ls Eligible for Seroice 
An, child fro1n birth lo five yc,u·s ,vho cannot 

ren1J.1n 1n his o,vn home 1nay be eligible for serv 
ice. There arc no religious or racial restrictions. 

Physically and mentally handicapped children be­
t,veen the ages of hvo and five years may be ac­
cepted for care if their handicaps ,vill not pre­
,ent then1 from participating in the regular ac­
tivities of the home. Children 1nay be placed 
privately by parents or guardians, or may be com­
mitted for care by the juvenile court. 

Financial Information 
The ch~uge for each child is $1.50 per day plus 

clothing and special medical care. Paren ts \Vhose 
children need care in this hon1e and ,vho are un­
able to 1neet the charges may make special ar­
rangements through Catholic Charities. 

Ilou; To Al)ply for Service 
All arrangements for adn1ission are 1nade 

through the Des 1'1oines Catholic Charities, 609 
High Street, Des ~1oines. Social agencies and 
courts that refer a child must send the report of 
., recent medical examination and a ,vritten social 
historv before a child can be considered for ad-
1nissi~n. 1 o child can be co1n1nitted or referred 
to the ho1ne ,,rithout the permission of Catholic 
Charities. 

\\'hen the child's parents reside outside the Des 
\ !oincs ,uea the ref erring agency is expected to 
provide case,vork service lo help them plan for 
thci1 child's future. 
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SERVICES OFFERED 
1 nstitutional Care 

Temporary care is given to children during the 
time plans are being made for more permanent 
care. While the child is at the home a social 
,vorker fron1 Catholic Charities or a social ,vorker 

from the referring agency works with the child's 
parents to,vard his eventual return to his O\vn 
home. If return to his home is not possible some 
other plan for his future is made. Children ,vho 
are eligible for adoption remain at the home un­
til they are placed. 

Catholic Charities Diocese of Sioux City 

Location 
618 19th Street, Sioux City. Phone 8-6506. 

Functions 

Catholic Charities, incorporated in 1946, pro­
vides ,velfare services for 24 counties in north­
,vest Iowa, the area that comprises the diocese of 
Sioux City. These services include adoptive place­
ment, boarding home placement, family case,vork 
services and casework service to children and un­
married mothers in the Catholic institutions ,vhich 
it serves. The agency is licensed for child placing. 

All applications for admission to the three 
Catholic institutions in Sioux City, St. Anthony's 
Home, St. Monica's Home and the Home of the 
Good Shepherd, are made through Catholic Char­
ities. All plans for discharge from these institu­
tions are also made through this agency. 

Staff 
The staff is composed of the executive director, 

executive secretary, and two social workers. 
Psychiah·ic consultation on individual cases 

may be obtained from Fa1nily Service Inc., and 
psychological services through the Division of 
Child Welfare of the State Department of Social 
Welfare. 

\Vho Is Eligible for Service 

Any Catholic resident of the diocese ,vho is in 
need of the services of this agency is eligible. 
Children and unmarried mothers are eligible for 
the foster home and institutional services offered 
regardless of race or religious affiliation. 

Financial Information 

The agency receives its support from the Sioux 
City Community Fund, fees , diocesan funds and 
donations. 

No charge is made for social case,vork services. 
Donations are usually made by adopting parents, 
however. Institutional charges for board and care 
are listed separately in the descriptions of the 
three institutions. 

flow To Apply for Service 

Parents, social agencies or othe1 persons that 
refer a fnmilv or a child for any of the services of , , 

Catholic Charities should apply al the central of­
fice. When it is not possible to apply in person, 
information about ho,v to apply for a particular 
service may be obtained by ,vriting or phoning 
the agency. Persons vvho live at a distance may 
,vant to ask their local social \Velfare office or 
palish priest for help in making application. ~1ar­
ried couples ,vho ,vish to adopt a child must 
make a personal application at the Charities of­
fice. 

Social agencies and juvenile courts that refer a 
child or an un1narried mother for care in an in­
stitution must provide a social history and a med­
ical report of a recent physical examination. Cath­
olic Charities must be consulted before a child or 
unmarried mother can be accepted for admission. 
All plans for dismissal from the institutions are 
also made through the Catholic Charities. The 
refe1Ting agency, ,vhen located at some distance, 
is expected to ,vork ,vith the natural parents of 
the child and Catholic Charities in formulating 
plans for the return of a child to his o,vn home 
after he has been released from care. 

SER\11CES OFFERED 
Institutional Care 

The Catholic Charities supervises three insti­
tutions: St. Anthony's Home, a substitute home 
for children from two and one-half to 13 years of 
age ,vbo for some reason are unable to remain in 
their o,vn homes; the flo1ne of the Good Shep­
herd, for the care of adolescent girls who are in 
need of special training and guidance outside 
their o,vn ho1nes, and St. Monica's Home, which 
provides medical care, shelter and casework serv­
ices for unmarried mothers. A nursery at St. 
~Ionica's Home is used to care for the babies of 
unmarried mothers and other children under hvo 
and one-half years of age 0n a boarding basis. 

Each of these institutions 1s described separate­
ly belo,v. 

Boarding fl ome Care 

A li1nile<l nu1nber of foster homes provide care 
on a non-adoptive basis for children in need o! 
family care ,vhen this is dee1ned advisable. A so-
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ci,11 ,vorker from the Charities ,.., orks ,vi th the 
natural parents, the foster parents and the child 
to,vard return of the child to his o,, n home 1f 
possible. Alternative plans are made ,vhen this is 
not possible. 

(, n,narried JI others 

C ase,vork service 1s available to unmarried 
mothers ,u1d the facilities of St. ~lonica's i\la­
tern1ty Home 1na)' be used for pre-natal and post­
natal care \\'omen and girls ,vho do not ,vish to 
remain in Sioux City during thcii confine1nent 
"di be helped 1n obta1nin~ stntablc housinr; and 
1neclical care else,vhere. 

Adoption 
Couples ,vho ,vish to adopt an infant must be 

under 40 years of age at the time of application. 
All applicants are screened and application pro­
cedure includes several office and home visits be­
fore acceptance or rejection can be determined. 
\\'hen accepted, prospective adoptive parents are 
placed on a ,vaiting list until a suitable child is 
,1vailable for them. 

After placement is made, the home is super­
, ised by the agency for a probationary period, at 
the end of \\ hich time legal steps for formal 
,tdoption may be made upon the agency's recon1-
1nen<lation to the court. 

St. Anthony's Home, Sioux City 

Location 
1600 \\'est 16th and Ross Streets, Sioux City. 

Phone 8-1285. 

Fu11ctions 
This institution, operated by the Sisters of St. 

Francis, provides care for dependent and neglect­
ed children from ,v1thin the diocese of SioUA Cit). 
The home 1s licensed to care for a maximum of 
111 children. 

Staff 
The staff is 1n.ide up of the superintendent, t,vo 

social ,vorkers, five teachers and five house-
1nothers. A chaplain also is in residence. 

The staff, othe1 than a social ,vorker from 
Catholic Chanties and the chaplain, are of the 
Order of St. Francis. Comn1unity physicians and 
dentists, and nurses of the city health department, 
give routine care and are on call The psycholog­
ical services of the State Dep.uhnent of Social 
\V0lfare are available ,vhen needed. Psychiatric 
examination ,1nd counseling can be obtained 
through Family Service, Inc. 

H'lio ls Eligible for Service 
Children of any race or creed may be admitted 

by commitment of the juvenile courl, with refer­
ral lhrough the office of Catholic Charities. Cath­
olic parents ,vho hve ,vithin the diocese 1na} 
n1.1ke application for p1ivate pl,1cement of a child, 
,vhen refc1ral is made through Catholic Ch,1rities. 
Children accepted n1ust be essentially norinal 
physically and n1entally. Boys bet,veen the ages 
of two and one-half and 12, and girls t\vo and 
one-half to 13 may receive care at St. Anthony's 
Home. Children ,vho have not completed the 
eighth grade 1nay be accepted even lhough slight 
ly aho,e the-;e age lirnits. 

Fi11a11cial I nfonnation 
The charges for children placed by court order 

are at the prevailing county boarding home rate. 
The court determines ,vho ,vill pay this amount 
to the institution. The charge for \Voodbury 
countv children is $40 per month and the charge 
1s $4.5 monthly for children from other counties. 
If parents cannot make total payments, individual 
arrangements can be made through the Catholic 
C'h,trities office. 

Clothing and toilet articles are furnished by 
parents or the referring agency. 

11011, To Apply for Service 
All arrangements for admission to St. Anthony's 

IIome are made through the office of the Catho­
lic Charities of the diocese of SiotLx Citv. 618 19th , 

Sb·eet, Sioux Citv, phone 8-1285. Parents, rela­
tives, priests or agencies ,vho ,,'ish to place '.l. 

child at the home should contact the Charities 
office directly. Applical1on fonns including one 
for ,l medical examination mu!>t be completed be­
fore the child can be admitted. 

\Vhen referring a child to the ho1ne, social 
,1gencies and juvenile courts should send a social 
lustory and the report of a recent physical ex­
a1nination to Catholic Charities for consideration. 

SERVICES OFFERED 
I 11stitutional Care 

A sister ,vho is also a social ,vorl-.er, is as­
signed to give individual attention to c.lch child 
and lo assist hin1 in getting the ina;,..in,um benefit 
fro1n life in the institution. 

Children sleep in large dorn1itories according 
to sex and age groups. The children eat in a main 
dining room ,vhich is designed to be as homelike 
,1s possible. 

If no pennanent plan for the child's care has 
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been made by the tiine he reaches the n1aximum 
age for eligibility, usually he is placed in a board­
ing home. The staff ,vorks \Vith social agencies, 
the courts and the natural parents in making fu­
ture plans for the ,velfare of the child. A child is 
dismissed from the home \vhen appropriate plans 
have been completed. Children placed privately 
are released to their parents or guardians ,vhen 
satisfactory an·angements have been made. 

Visiting days are the first and third Sundays 
each month and at these times children are al­
lo,ved to go out for the day. 

Educational Program - The home provides 
education ,vithin the institution from kinderga1ten 
tlu·ough the eighth grade. The school program 
meets state, city and diocesan standards. Remedi­
al reading and speech courses are offered accord-

ing to individual need. Special lessons in piano, 
voice and se,ving may be taken outside of the 
regular school hours. 

Religious Prograni - The chaplain, '" ho lives 
at St. Anthony's Home, is available tor talks ,vith 
individual children. Daily mass is held for all 
children of the Catholic faith and non-Catholic 
children receive instruction in ethics. 

Recreational Progra,n - Supervised recreation 
and ,vell-equipped indoor and outdoor play areas 
offer a ,vide variety of recreational opportunities. 
:\Iany special entertainments, programs and e>-.­
cu1·sions arc a part of the recreational program. 
Boy and Girl Scout troops are located at the 
home. Each child is encouraged to pursue and 
develop any hobbies and talents he may have. 

St. Monica's Home, Sioux City 

Location 
45th and Douglas Streets, on Highv,,ay l o. 29 

north"vest of Sioux City. Phone 7-2330. 

Functions 

This agency, operated by the Sisters of St. 
Benedict, was founded in 1916 as a maternity 
home for unmarried mothers and as an institu­
tional boarding home tor babies. It is licensed as 
a maternity home for the care of a maximum of 
29 mothers and as a child eating institution for 
the care of a maximum of 35 children. 

Staff 
The staff is made up of the superintendent, 

,vho is a registered nurse; a social ,vorker from 
Catholic Charities; seven physicians ,vho serve 
on a rotation basis, t\vo nurses, and a chaplain. 

Dentists and medical specialists from the com­
munity are used ,vhen needed. Psychological serv­
ices are used as needed from the State Depart-
1nent of Social Welfare. 

\Vho Is Eligible for Service 

Applications from unmarried girls ,vho are in 
need of maternity care are accepted from girls 
,vho reside in Io ... va and adjoining states. There 
are no religious or racial resh·ictions, but no ven­
ereally diseased or mentally abnormal girls are 
accepted. 

Babies are cared for in the nursery of St. 
~lonica's Home during the time the mother is in 
residence. 

Courts may place babies ( under t,vo and one­
half years of age) on a temporary basis. Private 
placement of babies for boarding care on a tempo-

rary basis may be accepted through the office of 
Catholic Charities. 

Financial Information 
Because the home receives funds from the 

Siou>-. City Community Chest, local girls are 
charged $125 for hospitalization, medical care, 
room and board. For girls ,vho live else,vhere in 
the state of Iov1a, the charge is $150; the fee for 
girls ,vhose residence is outside lhe state of lo\va 
is $165. Of the amount charged, $25 is paid upon 
admission and cannot be refunded if the girl 
changes plans before confinement. The balance 
must be paid before the girls leaves the home. 
Fees for special medical care not related to preg­
nancy are additional charges. Girls ,vho are un­
able to 1neet these charges may make special 
arrangements ,vhen making application through 
the Catholic Charities office. 

Boarding babies are cared for at the rate of 
$1.50 per clay, ,vith clothing furnished. 

flou; To AJJply for Service 
All applications should be 1nade through the 

Catholic Charities, 618 19th Street, Sioux City. 
A physician's report of a negative \Vasserman 
test is necessary prior to admission. Girls must 
agree to remain in the home until they are dis­
charged by the medical staff, ,vhich usually 
means t,vo to three \veeks after delivery. 

Girl5 should bring their o,vn to,vels, cosmetics 
and ,vearing apparel, including comfortable shoes 
and a housecoat. A small amount of money for 
incidentals is usually needed. 

Courts that ,vish to place babies at St. ~lonica's 
for boarding care are requested to make arrange­
ments ,vith Catholic Charities. 
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SERVICES OFFERED 
U11111a1ried Al others 

The purpose of this agency's program is to pro­
vide security and protection, as ,veil as medical 
care and shelter, for unmarried mothers during 
their pregnancies and confinements. The social 
,vorker ,vill help ,vith problems a girl may have 

· during her stay at the home, and will assist her 
in making plans for the future. Eve1y possible 
effort is made to keep the girl's identity secret and 
all matters pertaining to her are held in the 
strictest confidence. Upon entering the home the 
girl is given an assumed name and may use a 
1nailing address different from that of the home 
if she ,vishes. Visitation is permitted on an in­
dividual basis, respecting the girl's ,vishes. 

Girls ,vill be admitted at any time convenient 
for then1, but it is advisable to come at least 10 
,veeks before delivery. Small groups of girls sleep 
in dormitories; meals are served in a main dining 
room. 

Prior to delivery the girls are expected to do 
light ,vork around the home as their physical con­
dition will permit. After delivery and medical 
discharge girls may do light ,vork in accordance 
,vith their physical condition to help meet part of 
the cost of the boarding care for their babies. 

During the time the girl is at the home she is 
given help in reaching a decision about futme 
plans for herself and child. The social ,vorker ,vill 
help her ,vith plans for relinquishment of the 
child to Catholic Chaiities fo1 adoptive place­
ment, or to keep her baby if she prefers. 

JI edical Services - Medical c:lfe is provided by 
the staff obstetricians and nurses, and medical 
specialists may be consulted in special cases. Den­
tal care is available by appointment ,vith a local 
dentist ,vhen necessary. All deliveries are made 
at St. \ 1incent's Hospital. Within 24 hours after 
delivery, if there are no medical complications, 
the mother and baby are returned to St. Monica's. 
The mother receives post-natal care at the home 
and the baby is cared for in the nursery. 

Recreational Program - There are many fo1 ms 
of recreation available including games, picnics, 
special programs, parties, television and movies. 
Girls are free to go do,vntown shopping and for 
,valks. 

Religious Progran1 - A non-compulsory daily 
mass is held at the chapel with mass on Sundays 
compulsory for Catholic girls only. Protestant girls 
may consult ,vith their o,vn minister if they wish. 
The resident chaplain is available for counseling 
to all girls at their request. 

Sereices Offered Children 
Babies ,vho have been referred to Catholic 

Charities for adoptive placement remain at the 
nursery until the placement is made. Others re­
main only until their mothers are dismissed and 
are usually discharged at the same time. Board­
ing babies are cared for until the parents have 
made other p lans. A staff pediatrician sees the 
children each Saturday and on :1 call basis ,vhen 
necesc;ary. 

Home of the Good Shepherd, Sioux City 

Location 
2323 Cow·t Sb·eet, Sioux City. The hon1e is in 

the north central part of the city, near St. Joseph'c; 
Hospital. Phone 8-8115. 

Functions 
The Ilome of the Good Shepherd ,vas estab­

lished 1n 1904 as a home and school for adoles­
cent girls ,vho are in need of care and special 
training a,vay from their o,vn homes. The agency 
is o,vned and operated by the Sisters of the Good 
Shepherd. This is a closed institution and girls 
may not leave the premises ,vithout adult super­
, ision. It is licensed for the care of a maximum 
of 78 girls. 

Staff 
The staff is made up of the ~!other Superior 

and mistress of girls, a social ,vorker from Catho­
lic Charities, six teachers, 10 housemothers ,vho 
arc- sisters, and a resident chaplain. 

In addition to three physicians ,vho serve 
on an on-call and ,veekly clinical basis, emer­
gency medical care is available at St. Joseph's 
1-Iospital, ,vhich is located nearby . .:\'ursing ser,­
ice is given by the Visiting Nurses Association. 
Local girls ,vho are eligible are given medical 
and dental care at the Woodbury County ~1edical 
Clinic. The psychological services of the State 
Department of Social Welfare and the psychiatric 
consultation services of Family Service, Inc. are 
used in the rehabilitation program. 

" ho ls Eligible for Service 
Girls ,vho may benefit from the program of the 

home are eligible for service if they are residents 
of Io,va and bet,veen 13 and 18 years of age. 
There are no racial or religious restrictions. To be 
accepted, girls must be essentially nonnal men­
ta 111 and physically. (Exception to age and res1-

,. 
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clence limitations 1nay be made under special cir­
cun1stances.) 

Girls are usually admi tted by order of a juve­
nile court ,vith the approval of Catholic Charities. 
Private placements by parents 1nay be accepted 
but for not less than one year's duration. All m~t­
ters of intake and discharge planning are made 
through Catholic Charities of Siou}.. City. 

Financial Information 
The charge for Woodbury county girls is $40 

per month and for girls from other counties the 
charge is $45 per month. If parents cannot make 
total payments, individual arrangements can be 
1nade through the Catholic Charities office. 
Charges include board, room, clothing and small 
allo,vances. The parents or county should furnish 
extra clothing and incidentals. ~ledical expenses 
are additional charges. 

Hou; To Apply for Service 
All admissions are handled through the Catho­

lic Charities office, 618 19th Street, Sioux City. 
When referring a girl, social agencies and juve­
nile courts must provide a social history and the 
report of a recent physical examination. The 
Charities office must approve all placements and 
should be notified by probation officers before 
girls are committed to the home by court order. 
Parents ,vho desire to place a girl on a voluntary 
basis should apply in person at the Catholic 
Chari ties office. 

SERVICES OFFERED 

I nstit11tional Care 
A case,vorker from Catholic Charities is as­

signed to the institution to help each girl with 
any problems she may have. The sisters offer 
guidance and assist girls in adjusting to the insti­
tutional life and routine. 

The girls n1ay be visited b) parents, relatives 
and other interested persons on the first and third 
Sundays ol each 1nonth. Arrange1nents for visiting 
arc made on an individual basis. Girls on the 
honor roll may leave the grounds on one Sunday 
per month ( the last Sw1day of the month is pre­
ferable) ,vith a parent or relative ,vho has been 
approved by the social ,vorker 01 the probation 
officer. 

Educational Progra1n - The home offers a corn­
plete educational program from junior high 
through senior high school. Individual help and 
attention is given so that a girl may reach an 
educational level compai-able ,vith that of girls ot 
her O\\ n age in her home community ,vhen she 
returns. In addition to regular courses, vocational 
courses in bookkeeping, shorthand, typing and 
comptometr\ are given. H ome economics, dra­
matics and se,ving are an important part of the 
school program. Girls may participate in the 
chorus and take piano lessons and they are en­
couraged to develop any hobbies or talents they 
rnay have. Upon successful completion of the pre­
scribed curriculum, a girl may graduate from the 
school known as Sacred H eart High School, 
,vhich is fully accredited. 

Recreational Program - The recreational pro­
gram makes use of ,vell-equipped outdoor and 
indoor recreational areas. A large playground al­
lo,vs outdoor sports of many types. Indoor ac­
tivities include special programs, dances, movi<'S, 
parties, plays, etc. 

Religious Prograrn - A chaplain resides at the 
home and is available for personal talks ,vith in­
dividuals. \lass is held daily for Catholic girls ; 
non-C,1tholic girls recei\ e instruction in ethics 
and 1nay attend their o,vn church services ,vhen 
supervision and h·ansportation are provided by 
their church groups. 

Children's Home of Cedar Rapids 
C E DA R RAPIDS 

Location 
519 15th Street .E ., Ceda1 Rapids. Phone 

2-7401. 

Functions 
This agency provides care for children be­

tween the ages of t,vo and 12 \vhose O\Vn homes 
have been broken by death, divorce, illness or 
other misfortune. Children adjudged by the juve­
nile court to be dependent and neglected are 

cared for also. The agency is licensed for the 
care of a maxiinum of 50 cl ildren. 

Staff 
Staff includes the superintendent and one so­

cial ,vorker, hvo house supervisors, t,vo practical 
nurses and four nursery assistants. 

Psychological consultation is obtained frorn the 
Linn County ~rental Health Center. The Linn 
County ~le<lical Society provides the home ,vith 
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.1 1 w,tt•r of ph) sk·i.1ns c,tc:h of ,vho111 scr,·t..!s 011-
c.tll conti1111ously for ,tt le.1st ,t three-rnonth per­
iod. 

H'/,o /.\ Eligible for Service 

Children beh\'een the ages of t,,·o ,ind 12 ,, ho 
h.n c resided in Linn count, for .it le.1st sh. 1non ths , 

and \\'ho ,1re in need of the services of this home 
nl,t) be ehg1ble for care. E:xc:ept under unusu,il 
circ:un1stances children arc not accepted through 
\'olunt,H) pl,ic:emcnt, if their p,ucnts arc li\'ing 
to~c>ther. There are no r,1ciaJ or religious lin1ita­
ttons but children ,vho are ac:cepted nn1't be 
ph) s1c.1ll) and 1nentally norn1.il. Emotionall, 
1n.tl.idjustecl children ,vith behavior problen1, 1n,1: 
he acc:cptecl if their behavior ,viii not h.1, c .1 
clctri1nent.tl cff ect on the children .ti reach· ll'<:e1v-, 

111g care. 

Fi11a11cial l 11fonnatio11 

The ho1ne is supported b) incon1e fron1 ih cn­
clo,vn1enb. donations and the cost of child care 
"·hich 1s p,1id by parents .u1d courtl>. 

Ch.uges for the care of .i child ,,ho h,ts been 
pl.iced in this ho1ne by his p,uents , ,tries .1c­
cor<ling to the ability of the parents to pa) P,tr­
l.'nts ,trc expected to pay tor clothing and 1nedical 
11eeds in .1ddition to regular \\'eekly p.1y1ncnts for 
care. 

The ch,1rge for court committecl children i, 
$35 per month plus the c >st of clothing .ind 1ncd­
ic.1l c,pcnse The court cletenniucs \\'ho \\"ill p.1y 
thl S(,. c h.ugcs. 

/Jou; 'l'o AJ'ply for Sert.ice 

P.1rcnt-. ,vho \\ 1sh to h.n·e .1 child c.ired for ,tt 
thb horne 1nust 1nake an appointment for ,1 pC'r­
son,11 inter, ic\\. The social ,vorker , hits in the 
honic follo\\·ing .in office visit. \\'hen full infonn,1-
tio11 .1hout the chilcl and his circ: un1st11r1ccs has 
been obt.1i11cd, the chil<lrcn'_., co1n1nittce of the 
ho1ne dt•tennines ,vhether he can he admitted. It 
the child i~ ,tccepted, the parents rnu,t h,1, ,-. hirn 
ex.unined b, their fanuly ph) sicinn or the st.1ff 
ph~ ,ic1un before ad1nhsion. It h dtsir.ible that the 
child , hit the ho1ne before .1dn1i ion plan~ ha, e 
been completed. 

'I he home 1nust be coutacted before JU) child 
c,111 be comnutted to it b~ the ju,·enile court. 
Court con1mitted cluldren are accepted ,vithout 
,tppro, al of the children' com111ittee 1f there 1s a 
, .1c.111c,. The court 1nu~t end a ocial hi lOf) .1nd 
the report of a recent 1nedical exa1ninution before 
the child c.1n be considered for admi sion. 

l'1og1lss 1epo1b ,ire s11b1nittt•d lo 1cl,•11111g 
,l~l•nc:ils penodic,tll) 

')fH\ If E OFFEHFL> 
/11slif11tio11al ( arc 

( h1lclrc11 .trc. gi\ en care in this ho1llL' until tlil•i1 
own ho1nes- have been re-est,tbli'ihcd or un til 
some other pl.in has been made for the1n. \ Vhilc 
the child is 111 residence, the soci,tl \\'01-ker ,vorks 
,vith his p,nents tO\\".lTd lhe chilcl's C\'c11lu.tl n·­
turn to his O\\ n hon1c ,vhenevcr this is possihll'. 

Children llhl\' not re,nain in this honH· hcvo11d , , 

the age of 12, except in certain inclividu,11 c,•,tscs. 
There .ire sep,1rate dormitories for ho) s ,111d 

girls .111cl for children of nursery age. '£'hl• di11i11g 
roon1 f.1cil1ttcs for the older c:hild1ell ,111cl thl' 
nur\en children ,trc separate. Th~ bo) s' ,11td gu Is' 
super, 1sors help the children \\'ith tht·i1 C\'t'l') <l,t) 

problcrns and \\'ith their acl justmcnt to group lh -
ing. 

\ isiling is planned on .1n 1nclivicl11.il b.1sis. 
Ed11catio11al Prograr,1 Cl11lclrc11 in gr.1clc~ 0111• 

through six .1tten<l the pubhc school h>e,1tt•cl .1h1111t 
t\\ o blocks fro,n the home; chilcl1 en in ,1c.lv.11K·ccl 
gr.ides attend a public high school. Arrnngc1ne11ts 
c.111 be m,1cle for the child to en, oil .,t a loc,11 paro­
chial school if the parents \\'ish. All fuc1litics of 
the public -.chool ,yste1n arc· :l\',iilahlc to thP 
children. 

Children \\ ho lt,1,·e a special t.tlc11t for ,111cl ,111 
interest in dancing 1n,1y .1ttcucl .1 local cl,111ci11g 
-.chool for free instruction, P.1rcnts 1n,1y .urangt• 
for their child to t.1kc n1u,ic lesson, ,rlult• i11 n·s1-
dencc ,1 t this agency. 

Religiou~ Progra111 - A professioual teacher 
provides Bible instruction ,veekly for all children 
o, er fi\'( ) c ns of age. A II Protestant childrcu go 
to Sunda\' school at a Prc!)bvtcrian church near-, , 
I , , ( .. tholic children attend 1nas<;. 

, Rccreat1011al I'rogra,11 - Indoor ,11ul 011tdoo1 
pl,1) ,treas alk,,, .1 v.1ri<'d program of .1cli\'1t1es 
incl11cli11g g,1mcs, sports, special progr.11n ,ind 
hirthda~ p,1rtics. T\\'O recH•,1l1orral ,vorkcrs from 
the local Y.\1.C. \. direct recrc.11io11al ncllvil1c 
one night c.1ch \\ eek. 

l'he cl · · 1 mav participate i11 the progr.1111 
of the Ct l Sc its, Bo, Scouts, thl' Bluebirds and ,, 
the C.tnll f r (;iris. The) ma) also tal·c p,1rt 111 

activities outside the l1omc ,vhcn acoompan1c-d 
In .111 ,1dult. Some of these activitie n1cludc 
..~vimming, ~,irdenin~ ( cit) play•rround prograrn 
and spcci,11 cntcrtainn1cnt. 'fhc summ••r program 
includes h\O ,-.eeks Jt carnp for the older cl11ldrtn 
Local service clubs plan special cxcumons and 
1>artie for all the children. 
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Christian Home Orphanage 
COUNCIL B L U F F S 

Location 
The Christian Home Orphanage is located on 

North Seventh Street, four blocks north of Broad­
\vay, Council Bluffs. Phones 3-1923 Business of­
fice; 3-2318 Superintendent's office. 

Functions 
This home was organized in 1882 to provide 

care and training for children between the ages 
of hvo and 14 \vhose O\VTI homes \Vere broken 
by death, divorce, illness or other causes, and 
,vho ,vere in need of temporary or permanent 
care. The home is licensed as a child caring 
agency for the care of a maximum of 124 chil­
dren in the institution. It is also licensed for child 
placing. 

Staff 
Child care staff is made up of the superinten­

dent, one social \vorker, five teachers, ten house­
parents, three nurses and the chaplain. A pedi­
atrician serves on a daily clinical basis. 

In addition to the pediatrician, an eye special­
ist, a throat and ear specialist, a surgeon and a 
dentist serve on an on-call basis. The services of 
the psychologists of the State Department of So­
cial Welfare are available to the home. Psychiat­
ric consultation i6 obtained from a local psy­
chiatrist. 

1Vho Is Eligible for Service 
Children behveen the ages of hvo and 14 ma) 

be placed by parents or by the courts. There are 
no religious or racial restrictions. Children are ac­
cepted fron1 any,vhere in lo\va and from other 
states as long as there is compliance \vith the in­
terstate placen1ent agreements. Physically handi­
capped children and children of borderline men­
tality are accepted for temporary care. ~Ientally 
deficient children and children \vho have been 
adjudged delinquent cannot be accepted. To be 
eligible for adoptive placement, ch ildren n1ust be 
physically and mentally normal. 

Financial Infonnation 
The home is supported by donations. bequests 

and child care fees. 
The charge for the care of each child is $5 per 

,veek; this amount includes medical care, cloth­
ing and school expenses. If the child has been 
committed by a court, the court determines \vho 
,vill pay these charges. No child is denied care 
because his parents are unable to pay the above 
charges. 

There is no fee for adoptive placement. 

How To Apply for Service 
Parents and relatives \Vho desire to have a 

child cared for by this agency should con tact the 
home for an intervie,v with the superintendent. 
All required application materials, including a 
form for a medical examination by the family 
physician, must be completed before a child can 
be admitted. 

Social agencies that refer a child 1nust send a 
social history, the reasons for desiring to place 
the child and the report of a recent physical ex­
amination before admission can be considered. 

Married couples \Vho wish to adopt a child 
n1ust contact the home for a personal intervie,v. 

SERVICES OFFERED 
I 11stitutional Care 

Children may be cared for on a temporary or 
a long term basis. \Vhile the child is in the home 
the social ,vorker ,vorks ,vith the child's parents 
toward the possibility of returning him to ltis own 
home. The Christian Home cares for the child 
in the institution for a study period and makes 
suitable plans for future care. 

The home has separate buildings for girls, boys 
and infants; each group sleeps in dorn1itories in 
their respective buildings supervised by a house­
mother. Boys and girls above nursery age eat to­
gether in the main dining room. Older children 
help in the light, routine, household tasks. 

The home has an infirmary, supervised by the 
pediatrician and the registered nurses on the 
staff, for the care of children ,vith minor illnesses. 
The Council Bluffs city hospital is used for X­
rays and for special care. 

Educational Progra1n - The Christian Home 
maintains its o,vn school from kindergarten 
through the fifth grade. Children in more ad­
vanced grades attend the Council Bluffs public 
schools. Remedial reading classe~ are provided 
by staff teachers at the home and in the public 
liChools. Children ,vho need speech therapy are 
sent to the speech clinic of the State University 
of lo\va in Io,va City. All tJ e special facilities of 
the public schools are available to the children 
,vho attend them. 

A music teacher gives voice and piano lessons 
.,nd directs the choir. Special instruction offered 
includes arts and crafts, se"ving, dramatics and 
home talent sho,vs. 

Boys and girls \vith special interests and apti 
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tudes are given financial help by the Christian 
Home to attend college if they have completed 
high school \vhile living at the Christian Home. 

Religious Progran1 - A 15-minute service is 
held in the home's chapel each morning \\rith the 
chaplain officiating. Pastors from the Council 
Bluffs churches hold vesper services at the chapel 
each \Vednesday evening. On Sunday there is a 
formal church service follov,1ed by Sunday school. 
The children's choir participates in this service. 

Catholic children go to their o,vn church. 
Recreational Progra1n - The home has ,vell­

equipped indoor and outdoor play areas ,vith 
equipment available for all age levels. Recreation 
includes movies, s,vimming, outdoor sports, 
games, television, special programs and excur­
sions. Children may also participate in the recre­
ational program of the local YJ,1.C.A. and 
Y.W.C.A., the school recreation program, the 
Bluebirds, the Campfire Girls and the Boy 
Scouts. 

Boarding Home Program 
A limited number of foster homes provide care 

on a non-adoptive basis for children in need of 

family care ,vhen this is more advisable than the 
group care offered in the institutional home. 

Adoption 
A husband and \Vife must not be over 40 years 

of age to adopt a child. They should have suffi­
cient means to support the child adequately and 
to give him a proper education and medical care. 

After an intervie,v at the home, applicants 
should complete application forms, including one 
for a physical examination. Upon completion of 
the forms, a social \VOrker visits the prospective 
parent1,' home. When the couple has been ap­
proved and they have been selected as parents 
for a particular child, placement is made in ac­
cordance ,vith the best child placing standards. 

The child remains in the home of the adoptive 
parents for a period of one year before proceed­
ings for legal adoption can be started. During this 
time the foster parents make monthly progress 
reports to the home and the social "·orker visits 
the family occasionally and offers help and guid­
ance in any problems they may have. At the end 
of this one-year period the home n1ay give its con­
sent for the adoptive parents to adopt the child. 
The parents retain their o,vn lawyer to handle 
the legal proceedings of the adoption. 

Convalescent Home for Children 
D E S MOINES 

Location 
211 28th Street, Des ~1oines. Phone 4-7458. 

Functions 
This home, established in 1928, gives conva­

lescent care to children behveen the ages of one 
and 14. Children ,vith diseases requiring long 
term convalescence may receive care and re­
habilitation. The agency is licensed to care for a 
1na>..1mum of 18 children. 

Staff 
The staff is composed of a registered nurse 

,vho is also the executive director, 12 physicians 
on call on a rotation basis, one case ,vorker, one 
teacher, one occupational therapist, one licensed 
practical nurse and four attendants. 

C,1se,vork services are furnished by the Family 
Service-Travelers Aid of Des ~Joines. ~ledical and 
dental specialists from the community serve on 
an on-call basis plus ,veekly visits to patients. A 
physical therapist from the Public Health w·ses 
. \ssociation gives service on ,l part-time basis. 

The Des ~Joines Board of Education provides the 
teacher ,vho is at the home three hours each dav. , 

, vho Is Eligible for Service 
This home primarily serves children ,vho no 

longer need hospitalization, but are in need of 
special care during convalescence, the transitional 
period bet,veen recovery from severe illness and 
the resumption of normal activity. Children of 
any race or religion, from one to 14 years of age, 
,vho can be aided by the home's program may be 
accepted. Priority in admission is given to children 
,vho reside in Polk countv. 1 o child ,vho is , 
,1cutely ill, has an infectious disease, or is dia­
betic, epileptic or mentally deficient may be ad­
tnitted. 

Financial I11fon11ation 
The Convalescent Home for Children receives 

its primary support fi-on1 the Des ~Ioines Co,n-
1nunit) Chest \\rith additional support comin~ 
from investments, gifts and fees from patients . 

.... 
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_ , _________________________________________ _ 
Charges are made on an individual basis \vith 

the parents of the child under care. 
Children should be furnished ,vith clothing for 

outdoor ,vear before they come to the home. 

I-low To Apply for Service 
Any individual, organization, hospital or physi­

cian may recommend children for care. The 
referrals are evaluated by the director and a 
physician. An·angements are made for the chil­
dren ,vho are not referred by physicians to have a 
physical examination, complete blood count, 
urinalysis and chest X-ray to determine their 
physical status before admission. A case,vorker 
makes the social study and prepares the family 
for admission. Persons interested in placing a 
child in the home should consult the director re­
garding admission procedure. 

SERVICES OFFERED 

The home is divided into four ,vards. Chil­
dren ,vho are able to leave their beds eat in the 
main dining room. Recreational facilities are 
available and may be used as the child's physical 
condition ,varrants. Some children may be able 
to participate in light play on the grounds. 

Each child receives rest, nursing care, nourish­
ing food, suitable exercise, education and occupa-

tional therapy under the direction of the pedi­
atricians and the medical staff. These pediatri­
cians serve the home on a three-month rotation 
basis. The medical staff includes consultants in 
general medicine, surgery, dermatology, neurol­
ogy, urology, orthopedics and dentistry. Physical 
therapy is provided under orthopedic direction. 
The occupational therapist conducts a complete 
program of crafts and skills that have therapeutic 
value. 

\ ' isiting hours are on \Vednesday and Sunday 
from 3 to 4 p.m. \ lisiting is limited to adults and 
to no more than hvo visitors per child for each 
visiting day. 

A social ,vorker from Family Service of Des 
~1oines works ,vith each child and his parents to 
help him receive the maximum benefit from the 
home's medical and general rehabilitation pro­
gram. V.1hen the child is dismissed from the home 
the social ,vorker continues to give service to the 
child and bis parents. 

The teacher provided by the Des w1oines pub­
lic schools folJo,vs the regular routine of studies 
insofar as possible. 

Children are discharged by the medical staff 
,vhen their individual convalescent program has 
been completed and they are re.1dy to go back to 
a normal life in their o,vn home. 

Des Moines Children's Home 
D E S MOINE S 

Location 
2018 High Street, Des Moines, at the inter­

section of High Sh·eet and H arding Road; one 
block north of Ingersoll. Phone 3-26.50. 

Functions 
This agency, established in 1886, provides care 

for children bet,veen the ages ot five and 14 
,vhose o,vn homes have been broken by death, 
divorce or other misfortune. The agency is li­
censed for the care of a maximum of 32 children. 

Staff 
The staff consists of the executive director, 

four housen1others and maintenance personnel. A 
social ,vorker \vill be employed in the future. 

The psychiatric services of the Des ;\,Joines 
Child Gujdance Center are available for children 
in need of them. ~1 edical and dental services are 
obtained from the D es 11oines Health Center. 

\Vho ls Eligible for Service 
Children behveen the ages of five and 14 who 

need care outside of their O\Vn homes may be 
accepted. Those accepted are usually residents 
of Des ~Ioines, although in special situations 
children living elsewhere 1nay be admitted. There 
are no religious restrictions, and children ,vHh 
minor physical handicaps may be accepted. Chil­
dren ,vho are seriously disturbed emotionally 
cannot be accepted. 

Financial l nformation 
The agency is supported by donations, private 

subscriptions, gifts, bequests and fees for child 
care. 

The charge for the care of a child is $1.50 per 
clay plus the costs of medical care and clothing. 
\Vhen the child is committed by a court, the 
court determines ,vho ,vill pay these charges. In 
the case of private placements by parents \vho are 
unable to pay the regular charges, the agency ,vill 
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help them make arrangements to pay at reduced 
rates, according to the income of the individual 
family. 

Children should be provided ,vith all clothing 
and toilet articles before coming to the Des 
~1oines Children's Home. 

How To Apply for Service 

Parents, relatives and others ,vho wish to place 
a child in this home must contact the executive 
director abou t admission procedures. An inter­
vie,v ,vith the director and the report of a physical 
examination is a part of the admission procedure 
for all children placed privately. 

Social agencies and juvenile courts that refer 
a child must send a social history, the report of a 
recent physical examination and all available data 
regarding psychological examinations before the 
admission of the child can be considered. If a 
child is accepted, a conference is arranged ,vith 
the social ,vorker from the referring agency to 
discuss plans for the child's care. 

SERVICES OFFERED 

Institutional Care 

During a child's stay at the ho1ne, service is 
given to the natural parents to,vard eventual re­
turn of the child to his o,vo home. If this is not 
possible, other plans for his future care are con­
sidered. 

'!be housemothers and other staff members 
give individual attention to each child. The older 
children participate in light housekeeping tasks 

on a rotation basis. Older children occasionally 
obtain odd jobs and are paid wages for this ,vork. 

Parents and relatives who desire to visit chil­
dren at the home should contact the executive 
director for specific visiting hours. Vacations and 
,veekend leaves ,vith responsible relatives may be 
arranged on an individual basis. 

Educational Progra,n - Boys and girls in 
kindergarten through the sixth grade attend the 
public school located in the area. Children of 
junior high age attend a public junior high school. 
Handicapped children attend a special school, 
and transportation is furnished by the board of 
education. All special facilities, programs and 
extracurricular activities of the public school sys­
tem are available to the children. 

Religious Progran1 - Children may attend local 
churches. Catholic children go to church by ar­
rangement ,vith their parents or guardians, and 
Protestant children are taken to Sunday school on 
a bus provided by a local church. Religious in­
struction is given at the home on a bi-monthly 
basis. 

Recreational Progrant - The indoor and out­
door recreational program, including sports, 
movies, picnics, games, parties and special pro­
grams, offers a ,vide variety of interests to chil­
dren in each age group. In addition, the boys and 
girls may participate in all school and church ac­
tivities and the programs of the local Y.M.C.A. 
and Y.\V.C.A. Special excursions and the summer 
YJ,1.C.A. and Y.W.C.A. camps are a part of this 
program. 

Elim Lutheran Children's Home 
ELKHORN 

Locat,011 
Three miles south of High,vay 6, one-fourth 

1nile '"est of Elkhorn in Shelby County. Phone 
205. 

Functions 
This home, o,vned and operated by the Danish 

Lutheran Church, provides home-like care for 
children ,vho are deprived of parental care in 
their o,vn homes. It is licensed to care for a 
maximum of 30 children. 

Staff 
The staff consists of a superirltendent and one 

assistant. 
The n1edical services of the con1munity are 

used ,vhen thev are needed. , 

,vho Is Eligible for Seroice 
Any child behveen the ages of hvo and 12 

,vho is a resident of Iowa and ,vho is in need of 
the services this home can provide, may be eligi­
ble. Children ,vho are accepted for care must be 
physically and mentally normal. The home ac­
cepts children of any denomination, but prefer­
ence is given to those of Lutheran fa ith. Children 
may be placed in the home by their parents or 
bv court commitment. 

; 

Financial Information 
The Danish Lutheran Synod and monthly fees 

for child care from parents and counties provide 
total support of this children's home. 

Arrangtments for pa,.,ing for the care of a 
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child are made on an individual basis. Clothing 
and medical costs are extra expenses. 

H ow To Apply for Service 

Social agencies and juvenile courts that refer 
a child must send a social history, the report of 
a recent medical examination and any available 
psychological data. The home requires the re­
ferra l agent to complete an application form prior 
to acceptance. (The referring social agency is 
expected to provide casework service for the 
child's parents.) Suitable clothing should be pro­
vided by the referral agency. 

SERVICES OFFERED 

Institutional Care 

There are several small dormitories for girls 
and boys, as v1ell as semi-private rooms assigned 
on the basis of age levels. All children eat in the 
main dining room. 

Family Service Inc. 
S I O U X CITY 

Location 
520 ebraska Street, Sioux City. The agency 

office is on the fourth floor of the Commerce 
Building. Phone 8-0115. 

Functions 
This family service agency provides casework 

service to families, children and individuals ,vho 
need help ,vith personal or emotional problems. 
The agency serves as a child guidance center and 
offers psychological and psychiatric examinations 
for problems in parent-child relationships. ~1ar­
riage counseling is a specialized area of service. 
Counseling service is available to unmarried 
mothers. 

The agency is licensed for child placing and 
provides temporary care for children in foster 
family homes. It does not place children for 
adoption. 

Staff 
The executive secretary and t,vo other social 

,vorkers are full-time employees. A clinical psy­
chologist is available on a half-time basis; four 
psychiatrists are available for consultation on a 
part-time basis. 

\Vho Is Eligible for Service 
Any person ,vho lives or ,vorks in Sioux City 

and can be helped by this agency is eligible for 

Older children participate in routine household 
tasks and farm ,vork. They also may hold part­
time jobs in the community. 

Discharge is made ,vhen a child has completed 
high school, or ,vhen social planning indicates this 
is in his best interest. 

Educational Program - All children in the 
home attend the Elkhorn public schools. They 
may take advantage of all the special facilities 
and exh·acun·icular activities of the school system. 

Religious Progra,n - Daily devotions are held 
after the evening meal. All children attend the 
services of the Danish Lutheran Church in Elk­
horn. 

Recreational Program - Activities at the home 
include outdoor and indoor sports and games, 
parties and picnics. The children may participate 
in the music, sports and general 1ecreational pro­
grams of the school system. The church offers 
additional activities for the children. 

service. Temporary boarding care in family homes 
may be provided for children under the care of 
the agency. 

Financial l nforn1ation 
The agency is supported by the Sioux City 

Community Chest, fees and bequests. 
~1oderate fees are charged according to abili ty 

to pay. No SiOU,"< City resident is refused service 
because of lack of funds. Persons from other com­
munities are charged on an actual cost basis. 

The charge for boarding home care is $10 per 
,veek plus medical and clothing expenses. The 
charge for temporary care for a child during the 
study and observation period may be some,vhat 
higher than this amount and is aiTanged on an 
individual basis. 

Ilow To Apply for Service 
Parents, social agencies and others vvho are 

interested in using the services of this agency 
should ,vrite or telephone for an appointment. 

Social agencies and ju, enile courts that refer a 
child should send a written social history, all 
available psychological data and the report of a 
recent physical examination. 

Boarding Hon1e Care 
All boarding homes are carefully selected and 

supervised by the agency. All arrangements for 
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, 1s1t1ng an<l pay1nent for the child's care are 
1nade through the agency 

U11n1arned JI others 
Unmarned mothers are given help 1n making 

plans for their housing, medical care and hospi­
talization during confinement. Case,vork service 
1s given regarding problems of personal relation­
ships and adjustment. 

Family Service League 
WATERLOO 

Location 
727 Franklin Street, \Vaterloo. Phone ADams 

-l-7759. 

I 1111ctio11s 

Established 1n 1892, this non-denominational 
,1genC't provides case\vork service lo families and 
111diviclu,1ls 1n the \Vaterloo area. One of its func­
tions 1s to place children "ho for some reason 
cannot continue to recei"e care in theJT 0,,,1 
homes in boarding homes or in other children s 
institutions \\'bile the child 1s in the home, case­
,vork help is offered to the parents to tl) to reme­
dy the situation \\hich made placement necess,u;. 
Case,,ork ser,1ce 1s offered to unn1arried 1nothers 
in n1,1k1ng plans for themselves and theJT babies 
The agencv 1s licensed to pl.ice children for 
boarding c,1re. It makes all ,1rr,1ngements for the 
admJSsions to the ~1inn1e Crippen H on1e for 
Children in \Vaterloo. 

Staff 

fhe staff is composed of the executive secre­
t,u"} ,1nd three soci,11 ,vorkers, t,, o of ,vho,n ser\'e 
part time. 

\\' ho ls Eligible for Serr.,ice 
Any family or individual in the \Vaterloo area 

\\ ho h,1s nce<l of case,vork help ,vith family or 
personal proble1ns is eligible. Children in need of 
care outside of their O\\ n homes are pl.iced 111 
foster homes or institutions under the agency's 
supervision. 

~lost of the persons ,vho request the services 
of the Famil} Service League do so on a , olun­
tary basis. Ho,vever, court cases involving chil­
dren are occasionall} accepted. 
F111a11cial I nfonnatio,i 

Thi, ,1genc) is supported by the United Sen:­
ices of \\'aterloo and private endo,vments. 

There 1s no charge for case,vork. The cost for 
foster care 1s $10 to $12 per ,veek per child. 
I I ou; J'o Apply for Service 

.\pplication ma1 be made b, phone or lette1. 
or 111 person. 

\ \'hen social agencies mal-.e <1 referral they 
should include a summary of social history and 
pertinent information regarding the child or fam­
il) . 

Rece, r.,ing H o,ne Care 
\\'hen observation and studv of a child 1s , 

necessan before plans can be made for hitn, he 
may be placed in the \linnie Crippen Home for 
Children. 

Boarding Home Care 
Children ,vho need boarding l101ne care are 

placed in private homes ,vhich are selected and 
super\ isecl b, the Family ervice League 

Se, cice for U11marned ~[others 
Casc,vork \\rith un1narried mothers includes 

help in making plans for housing, medical care 
and hospitalization during confinement and in 
n1ak1ng plans for the mother's .1nd child's future 
after delivery. 

Florence Crittenton Home 
S I O U X C I T Y 

Location 
1105 28th Street, Sioux City. Phone 5-4321. 

F1111ctio11s 
This agency, a member of the ational As-

sociation of Florence Crittenton Homes, ,vas 
rounded in 1903 to provide 1nalernity care for 
un1narded mothers, to c, re for the babies of these 
mothers until they can be disn1issed ,vith their 
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n1others or placed for adoption and to serve as an 
adoption agency. It is licensed as a maternity 
home and child caring institution for the care ot 
a maximum of 38 mothers and 23 babies. It is 
also licensed as a child placing agency. 

Staff 
The staff is made up of the follo,ving: an ex­

ecutive director, ,vho is a social ,vorker, and an 
additional social ,vorker; eight physicians on a 
rotation basis; t\vo nurses, and maintenance per­
sonnel. 

The physicians on the staff include six obste­
tricians and t\vo pediah·icians. The psychological 
services of the State Department of Social \Vel­
fare and psychiatric consultation through Family 
Service of Sioux Citv are available to the home. , 

\Vlio ls Eligible for Service 
Unma1Tied mothers in their first pregnancy are 

eligible for service. ( Under special circumstances 
,vomen in pregnancies other than their first may 
be accepted.) Girls ,vith physical or mental 
handicaps are accepted for maternity care if their 
conditions do not require facilities beyond the 
scope of the home. No girls ,vith venereal disease 
are accepted. 

Babies born at the home are cared for until 
they are dismissed ,vith their mothers or until 
arrangements for their adoption have been made. 
Babies ,vho ,vere not born at the home may be 
legally relinquished to the agency for adoptive 
placement. 

Financial I nfonnation 
The home is a member of the Sioux City Com­

munity Chest and receives one-third of its support 
from this source. Other sources are fees paid by 
the girls, fees paid by adoptive parents and gifts 
from interested individuals. 

The cha1ge for board, room, medical care and 
delivery is $150. Each girl provides her o,vn 
clothing and toilet articles, and should have 
money for incidentals. Babies are cared for at the 
rate of $1.50 per day. Adoptive parents are 
charged on a sliding fee schedule, based on their 
income. 

How To Apply for Service 
A girl ,vho ,vishes to be admilted may make 

application in person or may write or telephone 
for an appointment. She may be referred by her 
physician or any social agency. Admission pro­
cedure may be completed by the ref-c1Tal source. 

Social agencies and juvenile courts that refer 
a girl to the home must send a social history and 
the report of a physical examination. 

}.farried couples \Vho wish to adopt a child 
should ,vrite to the agency in re~ard to adoptive 
procedure. 

SERYlCES OFFERED 

U II niarried i11 others 
The purpose of the agency's program is to pro­

vide proper medical care, housing, protection, 
security and case,vork services for unmarried 
mothers during confinement. 

Girls should come to the ho1ne at least tlu-ce 
1nonths before the time ot delivery. Sleeping ar­
rangements are in dormitories before delive1y but 
after delivery the girls share rooms ,vith a sn1all 
number of other girls. Prior to delivery all girls 
are expected to help ,vith such light housekeeping 
tasks as their physical condition permits. 

Each girl 1s free to choose ,vhether she ,vishes 
to keep her baby or to relinquish it for adoptive 
pl.1ce1nent. The case,vorker ,vill help her make 
plans for herself and her baby, find ,vork after 
discharge, and counsel ,vith her in respect to her 
personal problern. Care is taken to guard each 
girl's identity ,vhile in residence, and to keep con­
fidential all information regarding her back­
ground. 

~f edical Services - Pre-natal, delivery and 
post-natal care is provided by the staff obste­
tricians in the home. Nf edical specialists and den­
tists are available as needed. All normal deliveries 
are made at the home "vhich has well-equipped 
labor, delivery and recovery rooms. While the 
mother is receiving post-natal care her baby re­
ceives the attention of the staff pediah·icians. The 
mothers are discharged from care by the medical 
staff. 

Educational Prograrn - A teacher fro1n the 
Sioux City public schools supervises regular 
courses and gives insb·uction in se,ving and hand­
craft. Girls of school age may earn transferable 
credit from the school, depending on their abili­
hes and length of residence. 

Religious Program - All girls are free to go to 
any church in Sioux City. \Vorship services are 
held at the home every Sunday; ministers from 
the community serve on a rotation basis. 

Recreational Progra1n - Space in the home is 
provided for study and recreational activities such 
as parties, special programs, games, television and 
special entertainments. Girls 1nay go do,vnto,vn 
and for ,valks if they ,vish. 

l nstitutional Care 
The babies of the mothers a t the home and 

babies relinquished for ado1)tive placement re­
ceive care 111 the ntu·sery section. Babies ,vhose 
rnothers decide to keep them are dismissed ,vith 
their n1others. Babies ,vho are relinquished lo the 
home for adoption are placed after careful study 
of the child and the prospective parents. 

Ch ildren \Vho are available for adoption are 
given mental and physical examinations before 
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they are placed. ~o child ,vith a chronic mental 
or physical disease or handicap may be placed 
for adoption. 

Adoption 
Adoptive placements are made ,vith married 

couples ,vho live in Io,va within a 100 mile radius 
of Sioux City. The couples should be able to pro­
vide adequately for a child, be 1narried at least 
five years and active church members. They must 
not be over 35 years of age when applying to 

Hillcrest Baby Fold 
D U BUQUE 

Location 
2005 Asbury Road, Dubuque. Phone 2-9658. 

Functions 

This multiple-function agency, operated under 
the auspices of the ~f etbodist Board of Hospitals 
,1nd Homes, provides institutional care, boarding 
care and adoptive placement to children under 
four years of age. Casework service is provided 
to unmarried mothers. 

The Hillcrest Baby Fold 1s licensed as a child 
caring agency ,vith a maximun1 capacity for 46 
children. It is also a licensed child placing agency. 

Staff 

The staff is made up of the executive director, 
field representative, a social ,vorker, a registered 
nurse and three student assistants, one house­
mother and 16 attendants. There are six physi­
cians ,vho serve on call, and three chaplains on 
the same basis. 

Psychiatric consultation is obtained, ,vhen 
needed, by referral to another social agency 
,vhich offers this specialized service. The psycho­
logical services of the State Department of Social 
Welfare are obtained ,vhen needed. 

\Vho Is Eligible for Service 
Parents, relatives, juvenile courts, social agen­

cies and others may request c.1re for any child 
four years old or younger, ,vho is a resident of 
the state and ,vho needs care outside his o,vn 
home. There are no denominational or racial re­
strictions. Children are accepted on a voluntary 
or court committed basis. Physically handicapped 
children ,vho do not require special treatment 
facilities are accepted for temporary care. Intel­
lectual ability is not a factor in temporary care, 
but most children accepted for adoptive place-

adopt their first child and be physically unable to 
bear children. 

The child remams in the home of the adoptive 
parents for a year before legal adoption may be 
completed. During this time the social ,vorker 
supervises the home, offers guidance and helps 
the family ,vith problems regarding the child's 
adjustment. At the end of the year the auenc" 
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gives its consent to the adoption, and the legal 
matters are taken care of by the family's attorney. 

ment are physically and mentally normal. Un­
rnarried mothers are eligible for help in making 
plans for themselves and their babies. 

Financial Information 
The agency is supported by the Dubuque Com­

munjty Chest, by members of the ~fethodist 
Church, and fees. 

The monthly charge for care of each child is 
$45 plus medical expense. Clothing is furnished 
by the agency if the parents are unahle to pro­
vide it. 

Adoptive fees are on a sliding scale starting at 
$150 and are in proportion to the applicants' in­
come. 

llou, To Apply for Service 
Parents and guardians ,vho ,vish to place a 

child in this home voluntarily must come for a 
per onal intervie,v. All application forms must 
be completed before the child may be admitted. 
A medical examination is required. 

Juvenile courts and social agencies referring a 
child must send a social history, the report of a 
recent physical examination and all available 
psychological data. If the cluld is accepted, the 
court or agency should arrange for the parents 
to be intervie,ved by the social ,vorker. 

Hillcrest asks the referring agency to share 
the ,vork ,vitl1 parents. Periodic progress reports 
on the child are sent to the referring agency. 

\ larried couples ,vho ,vish to adopt a child 
1nust come to the agency for a personal intervie,v. 

SER\ 7ICES OFFERED 
I 11stitut ional Care 

\Vhile the child is under care, the agency offers 
help to the parents to,vard the goal of famil) 
rehabilitation. 



Emphasis is placed on maintenance of good 
health for each child and he is given a psvcho 
logical test soon after his admission. A registered 
nurse supervises the care of the children. \'olun­
teer \\'Orkers help in supervising play penods and 
special parties. The children are housed in nur­
sery departments according to stages of develop­
ment. 

Foster Fa111ily Care 

~lost of the children are given care at the in­
stitution, but a fe,v homes are available for those 
,vho need substitute family care on a non­
adoptive basis. Such homes are selected and 
supervised by the social ,vorker. 

Unn1arried Jf others 

The agency offers help to unmarried mothers 
in finding suitable housing, 111edical care and 
hospitalization during confinement. The agenc} 
has a number of resources for housing and hospi­
talization, both ,vithin and outside the Dubuque 

area, for unnuuriec.l, pregnant ,vomen Case,, ork 
is provided to assist 1n plans for mother and babv. 

A.dopt1011 
The abencv makes adoptive placements for 

children ,vho are relinquished directly b} parents 
and / or b) the court. An infant 1na} be placed for 
,1c.loption <ts early as one to four 1nonths. 

.\doptl\ e applicants n1ust nv'et certain quali­
f1cations regarding age, inco1ne, health, person,d­
it) a<ljushnents, residence and their O\\ n need to 
adopt. 

The stu<lv of adoptive applications includes 
1nterv1e\,s at the agency, home studies and a 
thorough e, aluation prior to approval. \Vhen ap­
pro, eel applicants have been c;elected as parents 
for a particular child, the placement 1s made for 
a one-\ ear probational) period. Then if the 
parents and child seem ,vell-suited to each other, 
the agency may give its consent for adoption. The 
parents retain their O\\ n attorue) to complete 
the legal proceedings. 

Iowa Children's Home Society 
D E S MOINES 

Location 
2203 Grand Avenue, Des }.loines. Phone 

8-1983. 

Functions 
Founded in 1888 as a private, non-sectarian or­

ganization, the Io,va Children's Home Society is 
a sta te-,vide child caring and placing agency. This 
is a multiple-function agency that offers services 
to parents and children. It provides foster care, 
casework services for unmarried mothers and an 
adoption program. For the children who must 
live away from their o,vn homes, the society uti­
lizes foster-family boarding and adoptive homes. 
For reception and study <1nd for a fe,v children 
needing group care, the facilities of a receiving 
home are used. 

The society is placing increaseLl emphasis upon 
its ,vork with un,ved mothers, its adoption pro­
gram and specialized services f 01 children ,vith 
personality and behavior proble1ns. 

This agency is licensed for child placing and 
is also licensed for the care of a maximum of 10 
children in the receiving; home. 

Staff 
The staff is 1nade up of tbe executive director, 

a director of public relations with hvo assistants, 

<t director of case\\ ork, ,111 adoption super, 1sor, 
an intake supervisor, a nurse and IO social \\·ork­
ers In the receiving home there 1s a director, ,ln 
.1ss1stant and a housekeeper 

A consulting psychiatrist is a staff member. 
\Vhen pediatric, dental and other medical serv­
ices are needed, specialists and community facil-
1 tles are used. Psychological ser"ices and consul­
tation are available through Lhe Des ~foines 
Cluld Guidance Center and the State Department 
of Social \Velfare The society serves as a training 
center for graduate students in the field of social 
,vork at the State lJniversitv of Io,va. 

,v!io Is Eligible for Seruice 
This agenc)- serves anv person in Io\, a ,vho 

seeks advice regarding placernent of children, and 
anv un,, ed mother ,vho seeks <tssistance and 
counsel. Children are accepted for care by the 
society only 1f this constitutl', the best avaih1blc 
plan fo1 then,. Children \\ho arc cl1giblc fo1 scn·­
icc 1nay range in age fron1 bi1 th to age 17, rnay be 
of any race or religion, and n1ay be voluntarily 
placed for care by parents or guardians or he 
eo1nn1itled by a court. 

By agreement ,vith Lutheran and Catholic 
<1gencies, parents children and adoptive appli 
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cants of these faiths are ordinarily served by an 
agency of their O\Vn affiliation. 

Financial Infonnation 
The agency's program is provided in part by 

( 1) financial support from more than 70 Com­
munity Chests or federated funds in Io,va com-, 

munities, ( 2) payn1ents from county departments 
of social ,velfare ,vho use the agency's services, 
( 3) fees for the professional adoption services, 
and ( 4) fees from parents ,vho pay for a child's 
care in accordance ,vith their ability to do so. A 
large portion of the total costs, ho,vever, are un­
der,vritten by private donations and bequests de­
signed for this purpose. 

How To Apply for Service 
Anyone ,vho \vishes to use any of the services 

of the society may \vrite or phone for an appoint­
ment. Application may be made through county 
agencies and private family and children's agen­
cies. Couples \vho are interested 1n adopting a 
child are asked to ,vrite the agency. (By agree­
ment ,vith Lutheran and Catholic agencies, par­
ents, children and adoptive applicants of these 
faiths are ordinarily served by an agency of their 
o,vn affiliation.) 

Social agencies and courts that ,vish to refer 
parents and/ or children should contact the so­
ciety for consultation. This is essential in deter­
mining '" hether the agency can be of assistance. 
All referrals must be accompanied by a social his­
tory, the report of a recent physical examination 
and any available psychological data. 

SERVICES OFFERED 
Care and service are available to children on 

either a temporary, long-te1m or permanent basis. 

Boarding Home Care 
The majority of child1·en under the care of the 

society are placed in boarding homes on a tempo­
rary basis until they can be returned to their o,vu 
parents or relatives. All foster homes are located 
,vithin a 35 mile radius of the central office. Thev , 

are selected ,vith care and the boarding parents 
\\'Ork \\rith the guidance and under the direct 
)Upervision of the social ,vorkers. 

Recei1,ing Ho111e Care 
The receiving home 1s for the temporary care 

of children ,vho 1nust be studied before they are 

placed else,vhere, and for a fe,v children ,vho 
need care in a group setting rather than in a 
boarding home. Children \Vho live at the receiv­
ing home attend the Des 1-foines public schools. 
The treatment program for each child is the joint 
responsibility of the receiving home and case,vork 
staffs, but the case,vorkers are responsible for it:) 
direction. 

Unmarried i.\! others 
Assistance and counsel is given unn1,irried 

mothers regardless of their circumstances or place 
of residence and in planning ,vith them the so­
ciety endeavors to assist in meeting their personal 
or social needs. The society's program is designed 
to assist the mother and her child. 

Adoption 
Adoptive homes are used ,vhen it is necessaI) 

to provide children ,vith ne\v and permanent 
homes. About one out of every five children com­
ing into foster care needs such a home, and the 
age of children at the time of placement ranges 
from three months to 14 years. The agency ob­
tains as complete a picture as possible \Vith re­
spect to social background and as to physical, 
neurological, emotional and mental factors in 
gro,vth and development. Children ,vith limita­
tions and handicaps need adoptive homes as 
much as normal children, and ,vhenever possible 
homes are found for them. 

Except for the fact that the agency limits ap­
plications for adoption to residents of Io,va, its 
policies are flexible. In general, couples ,vho ap­
ply to adopt infants must be under 39 years of 
age, but couples ,vho desire older children may 
be over this age limit. The financial status of the 
family must be sufficiently secure to assure the 
child of adequate care. The application procedure 
includes a complete physical examination for both 
applicants. 

\Vhen applicants are selected as adoptive par­
ents for a particular child, placement is made for 
a one-year probationary period. During this time 
a case,vorker from the society supervises the home 
,1nd offers guidance. After the probationary per­
iod, if a satisfactory adjustment has been made, 
the society may recommend to the court that 
.,cloption be completed. The parents retain their 
O\\ n atton1ev to complete the legal adoptive pro­
ceedings. 



Iowa Odd Fellows' and Orphans' Home 
MASON CITY 

Location 
1037 19th Street, S.\V., (High,vay 106) ~Iason 

City. Phone 533. 

Function 
This agency, operated by the Odd Fello\vs of 

Io,va, offers institutional care for orphaned, de­
pendent or neglected children of Odd Fello,vs or 
,var veterans. It is licensed to care for a 1naxi­
mum of 50 children. 

Staff 
The staff is composed of the superintendent, 

five houseparents, including one couple and two 
housemothers, and a chaplain. There are two 
registered nurses in residence, a physician and 
dentist on call. 

,vho ls Eligible for Service 
Parents, juvenile courts, social agencies and 

others may request care for a child bet\veen the 
ages of three and 12 who is a resident of the state 
and a child of an Odd Fellow or veteran. Chil­
dren who are accepted for care must be mental­
ly and physically normal and musl be able to do 
average school work. They may be placed at the 
home by private agreement ,vith parents and 
guardians or by court commitment. 

Financial Information 
Support of the home is derived from payments 

for cost of care for children, income from the sale 
of farm produce and from the assessments made 
of lodge members. 

A charge of $45 per month for each child is 
made to cover part of the cost of his care in the 
home. Medical cost, clothing expense and tuition 
in the public schools are added charges. 

How To Apply for Service 
Parents, relatives, social agencies, juvenile 

courts and others who are interested in having a 

child cared for at this home 1nust contact the 
superintendent's office for the necessary appli­
cation forms. All application n1aterial and a phy­
sical examination report must be completed be­
fore any child can be accepted for care. After the 
application materials have been received, a mem­
ber of the agency's board makes an investigation 
of the child and the circumstances. 

Juvenile courts and social agencies that refer a 
child must provide a ,vritten social history as ,veil 
as the required medical report. 

SER\'ICES OFFERED 
Institutional Program 

Each child shares his room ,vith one other 
child of his O\vn age. Sufficient space is provided 
in their rooms for their personal belongings. The 
housemothers supervise the children and offer 
guidance in their everyday problems. Boys and 
girls assist in the routine household tasks as they 
,vould in their o,vn homes; older children may 
\VOrk on the farm or in the dairy on the premises. 

Educational Prograni - All children attend the 
~1ason City public schools. They may take ad­
vantage of the programs in remedial speech and 
reading and the vocational educational programs 
of the schools. Special instruction in piano and 
voice may be arranged for talented children. 

The agency attempts to obtain scholarships for 
children ,vho desire to go to college. 

Religious Progran1 - Each child goes to church 
services and Sunday school at the home. A min­
ister from the community, ,vho serves on the staff, 
provides the children ,vith an opportunity for 
individual and group spiritual guidance. 

Recreational Progra,n - A \vide range of indoor 
and outdoor activities, including movies, dances, 
games, special programs, excursions and a variety 
of sports, is a part of the recreational program. 
Children in high school may participate in the 
~Iason City high school athletic program. 
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Jewish Federation of Sioux City 
S I O U X C I T Y 

Location 
525 Fourteenth Street, Sioux City. Phone 

8-0618. 

Functions 
This agency provides f arnily casev1ork services, 

recreation, group \VOrk, community leadership, 
nursery school, adult education, individual coun­
seling and children's services to persons of the 
Je,vish faith living \Vithin the Sioux City area. 

The child placement and child care programs 
are part of the entire social ,vork and community 
program. The federation is licensed for child 
placing and child caring. 

Staff 
The executive director is a trained social 

,vorker. He is assisted by a part-time caseworker, 
a full-time activities director and part-time group 
workers. Psychological and psychiatric consulta­
tion services are available by referral to F amily 
Service, Inc., of Sioux City. 

\Vho Is Eligible for Service 
Any Je,vish resident of the area is eligible fo r 

the services of this agency. This includes chil­
dren and aged persons \vho are chronically ill and 

disturbed. Supplementary service is obtained fron1 
the following resources: Family Service, Inc. -
psychological and psychiatric consultation; Io,va 
Je,vish Home for Aged at Des }.Joines, and Belle­
faire Children's Home, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Financial Information 
Support is derived from the Sioux City Com­

munity Chest and United Je,vish Appeal. 
Charges for services for ,vhich fees have been 

established are based on the recipient's ability to 
pay. 

How To Apply for Service 
Any person or social agency ,vho is interested 

in any of the services of this agency should con­
tact the executive director. Social agencies and 
courts that make a referral must send a \Vritten 
social histOI)' and any available psychological 
data. 

Child Placing Services 
The federation is licensed to place children in 

boarding homes; it also may place children for 
adoption although it seldom has occasion to do 
so. The accepted professional standards of 
child placing are follo\ved in making placements. 

Ladies Industrial Relief Society 
DAVENPORT 

Location 
l] 5 West 6th Street, Davenport. Phone 3-1854. 

Functions 

This society, established in 1849, is a family 
service agency. Case,vork services are offered to 
any individual in the Davenport area who needs 
help ,vith a family or personal problem. As a part 
of its program, the society maintains a day care 
center for children of ,vorking mothers. 

\Vhen family difficulties make it impossible 
for children to continue Lo receive care in their 
o,vn home, they mav be placed in boarding homes 
tor Le1nporary care, under the supervision of this 
agency. 

Service is offered to any unma1Tied n1other liv­
ing in Scott county in making plans for herself 
and baby. 

The agency is licensed to place children for 
temporat)' boarding care only. 

Staff 
The staff is composed of an executive secretary, 

one social ,vorker and hvo studen t social workers­
in-h·aining. (The society serves as a training cen­
ler for graduate students in the field of social 
,vork at the State University of Io,va.) 

Consultation is obtained from local psychiatrists 
as needed. 

"'/,o ls Eligible for Service 
Any adult or child in Scott county who needs 



the type of help this agency offers is eligible for 
service. 

Children for ,vhom boarding home placement 
is needed may be committed by the courts or re­
ferred by their parents. This service is given 
subject to the agency's ability to meet individual 
needs. 

Financial I nfonnation 
The agency is supported by the Davenport 

Community Chest, donations and fees. There is 
no charge for case\vork service. The charge for 
day care is based upon family income and indi­
vidual circumstances. 

Parents of children placed in boarding homes 
pay a minimum of $45 per 1nonth for each child's 
care. Arrangments can be made for parents to 
pay reduced rates ,vhen they are financially un­
able to pay the full amount. Scott county is 
charged $45 per month for the care of children 
committed by a court. 

H otv To Apply for Service 
Any person or agency ,vho ,vishes to mal-.e use 

of the services of the agency should contact the 
office in person, by letter or by phone. 

Social agencies and courts are expected to send 
social history infonnation ,vhen making a refen·al. 

SERVICES OFFERED 
Boarding Home Care 

The boarding homes used for the care of chil­
dren are carefully selected and supervised by the 
society. \Vhile a child is in a boarding home, a 
social \vo1ker from the society ,vorks \vith the 
natural parents, the foster parents and the child 
to,vard eventual return to his o,vn home. 

All an·angements for visiting and payment for 
care for children in boarding homes are made 
through the society. 

Ser1.,ices for Unn1arried "Jlothers 
Case,vork services arc offered unmarried moth­

ers in 1naking plans for housing and medical care 
during confinement, and in helping ,vith plan­
ning for mother and baby after the delivery. 
r...1others who decide to keep their babies are 
helped ,v1th employment problems, and ,vith 
plans for the child's care. 11others \vho prefer to 
relinquish their babies for adoption are referred 
to properly licensed agencies. 

Lutheran Children's Home Society 
WAVERLY 

Location 
\.Vest limits of Waverly - at the junction ot 

I-Iigh,vays 218 and 3. Phone 230. 

Functions 
This agency, founded in 1863 and aHiliated 

\Vith the American Lutheran Church, provides 
treatment and care to children ,vith emotional 
problems. The program includes institutional or 
group care, ,vhich attempts to meet the needs oi 
the child ,vhile in residence, and foster home care, 
including adoption, for those children who have 
derived the maximum benefit from institutional 
care and are ready for private family life. Chil­
dren in residence, as ,vell as other children w1o 
have emotional problems, are offered diagnostic 
and treatment service at the Child Guidance Cen­
ter for Bremer County, an outpatient department 
of the agency, ,vhich ,vorks in cooperation ,vith 
the Io,va Mental Health Authority and the State 
Department of Social Welfare. 

The agency is licensed for child placing and 
for the care of a maximum of 70 children in the 
institution. 

Staff 
The staff is composed of an executive director, 

,tdminish·ative assistants, medical director, ,vho is 
the consulting psychiatrist, a casework supervisor, 
and four to five social workers; there are three 
teachers in the institution and 12 houseparents, 
nine housemothers and three housefathers; cleri­
cal and maintenance staff. Five physicians and 
three dentists from the community serve on call. 

The State Psychopathic l-Iospital in Io,va City 
is consulted "hen additional psychiatric services 
are needed. The psychologists of the State De­
partment of Social Welfare administer psycho­
metric examinations and assist in diagnosis and 
treatment plans for the children. The Rohlf 
11emorial Clinic in \Vaverly ;._ consulted for med­
ical services. The ho1ne also serves as a h·aining 
center for graduate students in the field of so­
cial ,vork of the State University of Io,va's School 
of Social Work. 

" 'ho ls Eligible for Service 
Any child ,vho can benefit fro1n the home's 

progra1n 1nay he achnitted for institutional care. 
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I'he <lecision regarding adn11ssion 1s 1na<le on an 
individual basis folio,\ 1ng ,l. complete psychiab ic 
c,·aluation by the mecl1c,1l director of the home 

( h1ldrcn over 14 )'C,lrs of age arc not admitted, 
,ind children l>ehveen three and five years of age 
can be given onl) temporary care fhere are no 
religious resh·ictions Children ma)- be placed 111 
the borne b1 their parents or com1n1tted b) a 
court. 

Children ,1d1nitted for foster c,ue and adoption 
,ne carefully selected in , ie\\ of their needs and 
,1vailable fac1ht1es for tl11s type of tieatment Fam­
ily placement, ho,vever, only follo,vs after a pe1-
iod of care ,, ithin the home 

Fi11a11cial I 11/01 n1ation 
The ho1ne is ~upportcd prirn.uih b} donations 

fro1n the Lutheran constituency, by subsidy from 
the Arnenc,111 Lutheran Church and bv child 
c,ne fees Support 1s also rece1\ ed b) voluntar, 
contiihullons from other 111cll\ 1duals .ind groups 

The c.u-e ,111d lreattnent fee is determined on 
a c,1se-by case basis f ollo,ving an e, .iluation ol 
the potential a1nount and kind of services \\ hich 
\\ ill be I equired in each case In the c,1sc of ,t 

child to ,vhom an unusual ,1mount of treatment 
,ind individual care resources must be rnade avail­
able> the total care and t1eatn1ent fee (as ol 
1955) ,vill vary bet\\ een $75 an<l $100 per 
rno11th ( the actual pet capita cost to the .1genc, 
is ,,·ell ove1 $200 per month) 

!Jou, To 4..11ply for Service 
Refe11 ,1ls rna, be n1ade b, social agencies 

courts 01 pa1ents. It 1s preferable that referr,1ls he 
1na<le through a social agency and pri, ate 1ndi­
, 1cluals ,ire often referred lo their local ,,·elf.ne 
office so that a direct referral Ill.I) be 1n,1de ))\ 
the loc.11 social agenc). The ref ernng person or 
.1gc11c, should telephone 01 \\ rite the hon1e for 
an appointment fo1 ,1 person,11 intervie\\. 

Soc1,il agencies and courts that ref er ,1 child 
1nust send a complete social h1sto11 , the report of 
a recent 1necl1cal exan11n,1tion, all school reports 
and an} a, ,11l,1blc psychologic,11 data before thr 
child can be considered for achniss1on. In all cases 
a psvch1alnc evaluation by the n1edical dll'ector 
of the home is also nccessa1,. After the rec1uirecl 
1n,1ten,ds ha, e been received and if the staff feels 
thal th<. child mav benefit front its pro6rram, the 
child, his parents and a ,vorkct from the refernng 
a gene.)' arc asked to v1~1t the ho1ne. At the ti1ne of 
tins pre-pl,1ce1ncnt visit, the case,vorker 1ro1n the 
referring .1gency ancl the 1nst1lutional casc,vo1ke1 
cliscuss pl,111s for the child's care ancl treallnent 
and ho\\ the parents 1nay be given service during 
the child's placen1ent. 

l)1scharge plans are ,vorkecl out on the sa1ne 
basis ,, 1th the referral agenc\, parents and insti-

tution participating in accordance ,vith the best 
pl,1ns for the child. 

\\'hen ch1lclren are sent to the ho1ne, \\hether 
b) their parents or by court action, the) 1na1 be 
placed unde1 the care and custody of the society 
l>\, the terms either of a cond1honal or an uncon-, 

ditional release An unconditional release gives the 
society permanent custody of the child and makes 
hnn eligible for adopbon. 

SER\ICES OFFERED 
I nstit11tio11al Care 

E.1ch cluld 1s given care and treatment as his 
individual needs and problems require He is 
given individual attention, guidance and therap} 
through person,11 interv1e,vs, 111 .1<ldibon to group 
c,u-e .incl treatment. Ps} chiatric consul ta hon is 
used to diagnose and to prescribe the tre,1tment 
,, h1c.h e,1ch child receives. As a result of this uni­
fied progran1 of treatment, it 1s hoped th,1t the 
child \\'ill be readv either to return tn his o,, n 
horne 01 to enter a foster home. 

The children's Ii, ing quarters are in s1nall 
group units \\'1th .1 housemother and an assistant 
assigned to each unit Ample spa.:e is pro\1ded tor 
each child s belongings and for stud\ and recn:­
,1 tion tu dents from \ \ artburg College pro\ 1de 
the children add1bon,1l 1nd1v1dual attention b) 
acting ,ts their "big brothers' or "big sisters 

Each child has duties at the ho1ne \\ h1ch he 
perforn1s before an<l after school on a rotation 
basis The children are encouraged to tale part 
tune )Obs in the commun1t} and \\'Ork ,1fte1 school, 
',,1turcl,1} s .u1cl dunng the sun1mer. 

\ 1s1hng hours are on Sund.I) afternoon and at 
other ,u1 anged tunes It 1s necessary to cont.1ct 
the a,genc) 1n ath ,1nce to a1Tange \ 1 ·1ts. 

t.d11catio11al Progran1 Tra1111ng fron1 the first 
th1 ough the s1'\th grade i1- pro\ 1ded 111 the hon1e 's 
o,, n ,chool Enrolln1ent 1s li1nited to 12 childre11 
pct roon1 so that a 1naillnu1n of 1ndiv1dual help 
c,111 he gi\ en each student. Children of kinder­
ga1 ten age and students in gi.ides 7 through 12 
attend the \V,1\ etly public schools. Children ,, ho 
attend the public schools n1a) tal-.c· achantage ot 
,111 spec1,1l facilities and C'\tracurncuh1r ,1cu, ities 
Pn,.1tc tutoring is arranged for children ,, ho are 
te1npor,1nh unable to function in a forn1al school 
situation 

Relig1011s Progra,n - The executive directo1 1s 
.111 orcl,1inecl p,1stor. Devotional 1neetings are held 
C\ e1, 111on11ng and e, en1ng. All children .1 ttend 
church services and Sunday school at t. Paul's 
Lutheran Church in \V,1verly. Special religious 111-
strncl1on 1s required of all children bet,veen the 
,1ges of 13 and 15: ho\\·ever, confirmation 1s not 
required. 

Recrealionol Progra111 - Recreation al the hon1e 



includes 1novies, games, indoor and outdoor 
sports, special programs, parties and excursions. 
In addition the children may participate in the 
recreational program of the Youth Center, the 
schools, the church and the sum1ner playgrounds. 
They may also take part in other community ac­
tivities and in the Boy and Girl Scouts. 

Boarding Care 

Children \vho are placed in carefully studied 
foster family homes remain under the supervision 
of case\vorkers from the home. 

Adoption 

Children \Vho have been committed to the 
home for permanent care are placed for adoption 

after careful study of their needs and ,vhen suit­
able parents have been selected for them. Chil­
dren ,vho are placed for adoption are of school 
age and are physically and mentally normal. 

Adoptive applicants should approximate the 
average age of parents of the child's particular 
age group; they must be active members of the 
same church and have sufficient financial means 
to assure the child adequate care and protection. 
Applications are made to the agency, and when 
the applicants are approved as adoptive parents, 
a child is placed in their home for a probationary 
period of at least one year, during \vhich time the 
home is supervised. At the end of the probation­
nry period the agency n1ay give its consent for the 
parents to complete legal adoption proceedings. 

Lutheran Home Finding Society of Iowa 
F O RT DODGE 

Location 
Central Office - 234 Ninth Ave. North, Fort 

Dodge. Phone 2808. 
The Lutheran Home Finding Society of lo\va 

is <livi<lecl into t\VO districts ,vith branch offices 
located in the follo,ving cities: 

Fort Dodge - 234 1 inth Avenue North, Phone 
2808. 

Cedar Rapids - 215 Granby Building, Phone 
2-0537. 

Functions 

This agency, organized in 1901, operates uncle.­
the auspices of the 1nembers of the Synodical 
Conference in lo\va ( the Lutheran Church Mis­
souri Synod, the \Visconsin Synod and the Nor­
,vegian Synod of the An1erican Evangelical Luth­
eran Church). 

The society provides care for dependent" and 
neglected children in boarding homes, in its re­
ceiving home and, for children relinquished to 
the society for adoptive placement, in adoptive 
homes. Casework service is given to children, 
their parents and relatives, and to unmarried 
n1others. The society is licensed for child placing 
and for the care of a n1nximum of 20 children in 
its receiving ho1ne. 

Staff 

The staff is con1posed of an executive secretary 
,vho is a l.ocial ,vorker and clergyman; another 
full-time social ,vorker also serves on the staff. 
There is one housemother, a cook and a house-

keeper at the receiving home, and a chaplain on 
the staff. There are also secretarial and mainten­
ance personnel. 

Three physicians and one dentist serve the 
suciely on au on-call basis. Nursing ao<l hospilal 
services are provided as needed by the local 
Lutheran hospital. A local psychiab•ist provides 
psychiah·ic consultation. 

\Vho Is Eligible for Service 
Children from birth to 18 years of age ,vho re­

side in Io,va and ,vho cannot continue to receive 
care in their o,vn homes may be eligible for serv­
ice. Although there are no religious restrictions, 
Lutheran children are given preference in accept­
ance. Children of any race are accepted for 
temporary care, but only children of the "vhite 
race are accepted for adoptive p lacement. This is 
because the society has found that, through the 
years, it has had no adoptive applicants ,vho are 
of a race other than ,vhite. In some cases phys­
ically handicapped children may be accepted, de­
pending upon the nature of the handicap. Some 
children ,vith emotional problems may be ac­
cepted under certain circurn<:tances. Children may 
be placed bv voluntary anangement or by court 
commihnent. 

Any unma1Tied mother is eligible for help in 
n1aking plans for herself and her bab). 

Financial Jnfonnation 
The charge for the care of a child in the re­

cei\ ing home or in a boarding home is $45 per 
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Lutheran Home Finding Society Districts 
month. This amount includes children's allo,v­
ances, but it does not include clothing and medi­
cal care. Such items 1nust be provided by the 
person having legal custody of the child. In a 
limited number of cases, based on need and 
ab1lil) to pay, the society ,,rill bear the total cost 
of care. 

!Jou; To Apply for Service 
P,u-ents and relatives \\ ho ,\ish to pl,1cc .i child 

at this ho1ne should contact the societ} 61 letter 
or phone to 1nake an appointment for an 1nter­
,·ie,,. All application forms, including one for a 
n1eJ1cal examination, are completed before any 
child is considered for admission. 

oc1al agencies and ju,enile courts that refer a 
child for care must send a soc1·1l history, the re­
port of a recent medical examination and any 
available ps) chological data bef Jre a decision can 
be tnade regarding the child's admittance. 

Unmarried mothers ,vbo ,vant help in making 
plans fo1 themselves and their babies should con­
t,1ct the soc1et) for an appointment 

Couples ,vho ,vish to make application to adopt 
a child should ,,Tite Jr phone the agenC) for an 
,1ppoinhnent for a personal inter, ie,v They must 
he residents of lo\\ a Lutheran members of the 

, nodical Conference. and physicall) unable to 
I .n·e children. Acceptance is limited to persons 
not older th 1n 35 (,,·omen) and 40 men, if the 
couple \\'lshes t l apply for a child under six years 

of age. Adoptive applicants may be older than 
these limits if they are ,villing to adopt a child 
over si:-.. years of age. 

SERVICES OFFERED 
Care is offered children on a temporary or 

permanent basis. During the time a child is 111 
the care of the society, case,vork -;ervice is g1vc11 
to the clukl's natural parents b: this agcnc1. 

Receiving Ho,ne 
Children live in the receiving home at Fut l 

Dodge \\ hile a,vaiting placement 1n a boarding 
home or in an adoptive home. If a plan of group 
lhing is considered most suitablf.! for a p,1rtic11l,ll' 
child, he continues to live 111 the receiviug home. 

The children at the home sleep in srn.111 group-. 
of not more than four, or have then o,, n individ­
ual rooms \teals are eaten in the cottage <lining 
room. 

Educational Progra,,, Children attend St 
Paul's Lutherau School and the public high school 
in Fort Dodge. All the special facilities and extra­
curricular activities of these schools are available 
to the children 

Religious Progra111 - a\1orning and evening dc­
\'ot1011s are held daih The children attend Su 1-, 
<la~ \\"On,hip and Sunday school in 11 Luther.tr• 
church in Fort Dodge The Lutheran ( hurch aho 
provides spec1 11 religious instruction for -;c,·cnth 
,incl eighth gr.1dc pupils. 
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Recreational Progra11i - The ho1ne and the 
community offer a ,vide variety of recreational in­
terests for all age groups. Recreation in the home 
includes gan1es, sports, television and parties. 
Children attend local movies and community­
sponsored activities. 

Boarding Home Progra,n 
A child ,vho needs family care is placed in one 

of the boarding homes approved and supervised 
by the society, and all arrangements for visitation 
and cost of care are made by this agency. ~Ionth-

Lutheran Homes 
MUSCATINE 

Location 
The home is located one mile ,vest of the 

~luscatine city limits. Phone AM3-1241. 

Functions 
This agency provides a home for children who 

cannot remain in their o,vn homes because of a 
family break, or some emotional or delinquency 
problem. The children receive care either in the 
agency's institution or in supervised boarding 
homes. T here is a limited adoption program also. 

The institution is licensed to care for a 1nax1-
mum of 100 children. 

Staff 

The home is staffed by a superintendent and 
an assistant superintendent, a social ,vorker, four 
teachers and 10 houseparents. There is also a 
chaplain in residence. 

~Iedical service is provided by physicians fron1 
the community on an on-call basis. For psychi­
atric services the agency uses the State Psycho­
pathic Hospital in Io,va City as ,vell as mental 
health resources in the child's home community. 
The services of the psychologists of the State De­
partment of Social \Velfare are utilized ,vhen 
needed. 

'\Vito ls Eligible for Service 
Children fro,n Io,va ( and from neighboring 

states, under special circumstances) ,vho are not 
more than 14 years old and in need of the serv­
ices of this agency may be accepted for care. 
There must be compliance '"ith tl,e la,v on inter­
state movement of children in accepting children 
from outside the state. Children may be placed 
privately b) their parents or be con1mitted by 

ly reports may be sent to the referral agency upon 
request. 

Adoption 
Children ,vho have been placed under the per­

manent care and custody of the society are avail­
able for adoption. 

Un,narried Mothers 
Case,vork service is offered unmarried mothers 

to help then1 make plans for housing, medical care 
and hospitalization during confinement. Case­
,vork service in making the best future plan for 
mother and baby is emphasized. 

courts. There are no racial or religious restrictions. 
To be acceptable for temporary care or for adop­
tive placement, a child must be physically and 
mentally normal. Children ,vith behavior prob­
le1ns or emotional distw·bances are served in the 
institution. 

Financial Inforn1ation 
The agency is supported by a subsidy from the 

American Lutheran Church, child care fees, con­
h·ibutions, income fronl investments, farm opera­
tions and bequests. 

The charge for the care of a child in the insti­
tution is $45 per month. ~1edical care and cloth­
ing expense are added charges. 

Individual financial arrangements are n1ade for 
children \Vho are cared for in boarding homes. 

No fee is required for adoptive placement 
service. 

How To Apply for Service 
Parents, relatives, social agencies, juvenile 

courts and others \vho desire the use of any of 
the services of the agency should contact the 
superintendent. 

Parents ,vho ,vish to place children should be 
intervie,ved at the home. It is desirnble that par­
ents of children ,vho are con11nitted by a court 
be intervie,ved also. 

Before any child can be admitted, all necessary 
application forms, includmg a medical examina­
tion report, must be completed. Social agencies 
and juvenile courts that refer a child must send 
a ,vritten social history, a complete medical re­
port and any available psychological data. 

Referrin~ agencies located outside of ~lusca-
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tine are expected to provide case,vork services to 
parents of children ,vho are under the care of 
the agency. 

Persons interested in providing foster care 
( \vhether boarding or adoptive) should contact 
the superintendent. 

SER\TICES OFFERED 
Institutional Care 

Children receive care in the institution ,vhile 
,vaiting for their own homes to be re-established, 
or until they can be placed in boarding or adop­
tive homes. When children are accepted, tenta­
tive plans for their care are made. Periodically, 
these plans are reviewed by the staff to deter­
mine the children's progress and necessary chan­
ges may be made. 

The child's first contact ,vith the agency is 
usually with the social ,vorker and this may occur 
before he is admitted to the institution. After the 
child an·ives he is helped to get acquainted and 
to adjust to the experience of group living. 

There are separate buildings for boys and girls 
but all children eat together in the main dining 
room. Each child shares his room ,vith hvo or 
three other children of his o,vn age. The house­
mothers supervise the buildings and help the 
children ,vith their everyday problems. Older 
children participate in the household tasks. 

\'isiting is an·anged on an individual basis. 
Educational Prograni - Children in grades one 

through eigh t attend classes in the school located 
on the grounds; older children ai:tend the public 
high school. Piano, arts and crafts, sewing and 
vocal music are taught in the home and any child 
,vho is interested may take part. Educational 
scholarship funds are available for boys and girls 
,vith the ability and desire to further their educa­
tion. 

Religious Progran1 - The superintendent is a 
Lutheran pastor and offers spiritual guidance to 
the children. Devotional services are held each 
morning and evening. Worship service is held 
each Sunday in the chapel. 

Recreational Program - Each building has play 

and recreational rooms ,vith equipment for all 
age groups. There are several ,vell-equipped play­
grounds for outdoor recreation. Activities include 
games, special programs, sports, arts and crafts 
and excursions. Children ,vho are old enough to 
go into to,vn may participate in the city recre­
ational program. Students enrolled in the city 
high school take part in the extracurricular ac­
tivities offered by the school. 

Boarding Ho1ne Care 

Children ,vho need family care rather than 
group care are placed in boarding homes ,vhich 
are selected and supervised by the agency social 
,vorker. 

All arrangements for visiting and payment for 
care in boarding homes are made through the 
superintendent's office. 

Adoption 

Children ,vho have been relinquished to this 
agency are placed for adoption after careful 
study. Children available for adoption may range 
in age from three months to 10 years. o child 
,,r:ith a chronic mental or physical disability is 
placed for adoption. 

Couples ,vho desire to make application to 
adopt a child must be of Lutheran denomination. 
They must have sufficient financial ability to sup­
port a child adequately. Applications may be ac­
cepted from prospective parents ,vho are under 
40 years of age if they are interested in adopting 
an infant; applicants ,vho ,vish to adopt older 
children may be somewhat older. Prospective 
adoptive parents need not be childless to qualify, 
but those ,vho have no children must be phys­
ically incapable of having children of their O\.vn. 

When applicants have been approved as adop­
tive parents and a child is available, placement is 
made for a one-year probationary period. During 
this time the social ,vorker supervises the home 
and offers assistance in problems of adjustment. 
After the required probationary period, the agen­
cy may give its consent for the parents to peti­
tion the court to adopt. 

Lutheran Well are Society of Iowa 
D E S MOINES 

Location 

Central office - 2302 University Avenue, Des 

\[oines phone 7-4476. The Lutheran \Velfare So­

ciet\ of lO\\'a is di"ided into five districts ( includ-

ing Des ~foines-South,vest Districl) ,vith branch 
offices located in the follo,ving cities: 

" ortheast District-\\7aterloo 
502 Commercial Building 
Phone ADams 3-9220 

... 
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Lutheran Welfare Society Districts 

Northv.,·est District-Sioux City 
319 Benson Building 
Phone 5-7788 

1 orth Cenh·al District-~1ason City 
19½ First Street N. E. 
Phone 877 

Southeast District-Io•.va City 
119½ E. College 
Phone 5131 

Southv.rest District-Des Moines 
2302 University Avenue 
Phone 7-4476 

Functions 
This agency, organized in 1938 and affiliated 

,vith the Churches of the National Lutheran 
Council in Iowa, is a state-,vide Lutheran child 
placing agency ,vorking in the fields of boarding 
home and adoptive placement. In addition to the 
child placing program, case,vork is offered to un­
married mothers and a chaplaincy service to state 
institutions is n1aintained. 

Staff 
The society has an executive director and five 

branch directors. Eleven social workers comprise 
the case,vork staff. 

Psychological service is obtained iron1 the Stale 
Department of Social W elfare. Consultation ,vith 
private psychiatric and 1nedical resources is car­
ried on as necessary. 

" lho Is Eligible for Service 
Services are given to children ,vhose parents 

or ~uardians are members of, or nttPnrl, one of 
the National Lutheran Council Churches in Io,va. 
In unusual situations and dependent upon the 
resources of the society, exceptions may be made 
and consideration given to non-Lutheran chil­
dren. Children are accepted for placement onh 
after it is determined that this is the best avail­
able plan. 

Physically handicapped children are accepted 
for boarding home placement within the limits of 
the agency's resources. Children ,vith behavior 
problems are accepted if the agency has the re­
sources to deal ,vith their particular problem. The 
agency ,vill accept for adoptive placement any 
child for ,vhom a suitable home can be found. A 
child may be placed for care privately or by 
court commitment. 

Any unmarried mother is eligible for case,vork 
service regardless of religious affiliation. 

Financial Infonnalion 
The agency is supported b) contributions &0111 

Lutheran churches, individuals, synodical grants 
and by community chest grants in Des Moines 
and SiotL'< City. 

Casework services to children and to unmar-
1 ied mothers is provided ,vithout charge. Chil­
dren are placed in boarding homes at a charge ol 
$45 per month plus the costs for medical care 
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and clothing. Special arrangements are made for 
people unable to pay this charge. 

Adoptive parents pay a graduated fee of $150 
to $300 based upon their ability to pay for this 
service. 

How To Apply for Service 
Parents, relatives and others ,vho ,vish to make 

use of any of the services of the society or "vho 
,vant to make inquiry may make an appointment 
for an intervie,v at the office in their district. 

Social agencies and courts that refer a child 
may contact the branch office in their district. 
Before a child can be accepted for service the 
social agency or court must send a social history, 
the results of a psychological examination and 
the report of a medical examination. 

Adoptive applicants must make an appoint­
ment for a personal intervie,v. 

SERVICES OFFERED 
Services to children ,vho need care oulside 

their o,vn homes are available on a temporary, 
long term or permanent basis. Children in need 
of group care rather than foster-family care are 
referred to an institutional home. 

Boarding Ho,ne Care 
Placement of children in boa1 ding ho,nes is 

made only after careful evaluation of the, needs 
of a child ,vho is referred. All the boarding homes 
are carefully selected and are supervised by the 
agency. Every effort is made to keep the child 
in touch ,vith his family. It is the agency's ob­
jective to return the child to his family as soon as 
the conditions v1hich made placement necessary 
are improved. 

Adoption 
Children who have been relinquished volun­

tarily by their parents or children ,vho have been 
removed fro1n parental custody by action of the 
court may be placed for adoption. 

The age of the prospective parents is consid­
ered in placing children of various ages for adop­
tion. Adoptive applicants must be members of a 

1ational Lutheran Council church except in very 
special instances. They must ahvays be members 
of the same church. 

Adoptive applicants are personally intervie,ved 
at the Lutheran \Velfare Society office before 
application forms, including one for a medical 
examination, are completed. 

After a couple is accepted as prospective adop­
tive parents, a ,vaiting period is usually necessary 
until a suitable child is available. if the child is 
acceptable to the parents, he is placed in their 
home for a one year probationary period. During 
this time a social ,vorker supervises tr.e home to 
observe the suitability of the home for the child. 
After this period, the society may give its consent 
for the parents to proceed \\rith legal adoption. 

C' 111110 rried i\,f others 
Case,vork service is offered un1narried 1nothers 

,\'ho request help ,vith personal problems and 
,vith finding suitable housing, medical care and 
hospitalization. Help is also given in making plans 
for the f11hire. Tf an unmarried mother decides 
to keep her baby, assistance is given in finding 
,vork for the mother and in providing care for 
the child. If a mother decides to release the child 
for adoption, help is given to complete all neces­
sary arrangements. 

Minnie Crippen Home for Children 
WATERLOO 

Location 
211 Independence Avenue, \Vaterloo. Phone 

ADarns 2-9410. 

F1111ctions 
This ho111e offers tc1nporary care to children 

over t\vo years of age ,vho are unable to remain 
in their O\-Vn homes. Dw·ing the time the child is 
in the receiving home a case,vorker fron1 the 
Family Service League ,vorks ,v1th the parents 
to,vard returning the child to his o,vn ho1ne. The 
,lgency is licensed to care for a maximu1n of eight 
children. 

Staff 
The home is staffed b) a couple ,vho serve as 

houseparents, a case,vorker from the Family Serv­
ice League and a doctor ,vho serves on call. 

" 'ho Is Eligible for Service 
Children over hvo years of age ,vho need care 

outside their o,vn homes may be accepted for 
service. Children may not be placed by their par­
ents. At the present ti,ne, all admissions must be 
approved by the Family Service League, in agree­
n1ent ,vith the case com,nittee of the Junior Ser, -
ice League. The purpose of this screening is to 



c~clude children \Vho have problems so severe 
that they ,vould disturb the program in existence. 
Children ,vith serious 1nental retardation can­
not be accepted. 

1' i11a11cial Information 

The charge for the care of a child is $10 per 
,veek or $2 per day if he remains in the home less 
than a ,veek. The expense of medical care and 
clothing are additional charges. 

Parents ,vho are able to pay 1nust provide al­
lo,vances for their child based on the age and 
needs of the child. 

Ilot1, To Apply for Service 

All applications for admission to this ho1ne 
must be made through the Family Service 
League, 727 Franklin Sh'eet, \Vaterloo, phone 
ADams 4-7759. Before any child can be accepted 
all necessary application fonns must be co1n­
pleted and a physical report must be sent by the 
1amily physician. Social agencies and courts that 
refer a child must send a social history in addi­
tion to the other required information. 

Discharge planning is also handled by the 
Family Service League in conjunction ,vith the 
referral agency and the parents. 

Mount Pleasant Home 
DUBUQUE 

Location 
1695 \ [ oun t Pleasant Street, Dubuque. Phone 

2-4144. 

F1111ctio11s 

This agenc)' provides temporary shelter and 
long-tenn care for children fron1 three to 18 
, ears ot age ,vho ·e o,,·n homes have been broken 
or ,, ho have been judged dependent and neglect­
ed h, ,1 court. It is licensed to care !or a ma\.1-
nn1n1 of 25 children. 

Staff 

The staff 1s composed of the superintendent 
and her husband, ,vho serve as houseparents. 

Dent.ii and 1nedical services .ne obtained from 
the local co1nmunitv ,vhen needed. , 

\\' ho ls Eligible for Service 

To be eligible for adn1iss1on, children 1nust be 
beh\'een the ages of three and 18, residents of 
Io\\'.l. of Protestant faith in most cases, and in 

SERVICES OFFERED 
Receiving Hon1e Care 

Because of the small nun1bc1 of chikhen in the 
ho,ne, individual attention can be given to each 
c-hild by the case,vorker and houseparents. Sev­
eral children sleep in each bedroom and they eat 
together in the main dining room. In general liv­
ing conditions, as nearly as possible, approximate 
normal family living. 

\ ' isiting is arranged on an individual basis. 
Educational Progran1 - All children attend the 

ne,nest public or parochial school and ma) par­
ticipate in all school activities. 

Religious Progrc11n - Because the children are 
of different denominations, no formal religious 
training is provided at the home beyond saying 
grace and evening prayers. The children ,1ttend 
church and Sunday school ,vith the houseparents 
or their o,vn parents or relatives. 

Recreational Progran1 - Recreation at the home 
includes outdoor and indoor games, birthday 
parties, picnics, television and excursions. The 
members of the Junior Service League entertain 
the children once each ,veek during the school 
year and once each month during the summer. 
This prog:ra1n includes picnics, swimming, excur­
sions and suppers in private horr,es. 

need of the services of this home. Children ,vho 
are admitted should be ph) sically and mentally 
norm,d. In individual cases s01ne e\.ception to 
this rule 1nay be made for physically handicap­
ped children. Delinquent children are rarely ad­
mitted. Children may be placed voluntarily b) 
thei1 parents or committed b: the courts. 

Financial Infonnation 
The ho1ne is supported by the Dubuque Com-

1nun1t) Chest and by child care fees. 
The charges for the care of each child is $45 

per month or $1.50 per da) plus clothing and 
medical expenses. \\'he1 the child is placed 
private I: , the parents pa) the ch.lrges If the child 
1s com1nitted, the court ,viii determine ,vho ,viii 
pa, the charges. 

Ifotv To Apply for Service 
Parents. relatives social .1~enc1es, juvenile 

courts and others ,,,ho desire to place a child in 
this home should contact the supenntendent in 
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regard to admission. All application forms, in­
cluding one for a physical examination, must be 
completed before any child can be considered for 
admission. In addition to the required forms, a 
social history report is required. 

The refe1Ting agency is expected to provide 
case,vork services to the child's parents to help 
them plan for his future. 

SERVICES OFFERED 

1 Hstit11 tional Care 
During the time a child is in the home the 

caseworker from the referring agency ,vorks ,vith 
the child's parents toward his eventual rehabilita­
tion in his o,vn home. If this is not feasible, other 
resources are explored. These might include con­
tinued care at this home, referral to another agen­
cy for foster family care or, in cases of relinquish­
ment, referral to a licensed child placing agency 
for adoptive placement. 

The children sleep in separate dormitories ac­
cording to age and sex; meals are served, iamily 
style, in the main dining room. The home pro-

Powel I School 
R E D OAK 

Location 
One-fourth mile south of Red Oak on High,vay 

48. 

Function 
The Powell School, established in 1903, special­

izes in the education and b·aining of children ,vho 
are n1en tally retarded. The training of children 
who have passed the school age but still require 
supervision is a part of the function of the agency. 
The school is non-sectarian and co-educational. 
The school is licensed as a child caring agency 
and cares for a maximum of 72 children and 
adults. 

Staff 
The school is staffed by the director, children's 

supervisor, a physician and staff of nurses, and 
four teachers ,vho are in residence. 

" 'ho ls Eligible for Service 
In order to be eligible for admission to this 

school a child must be three years of age, and 
not able to attend a regular school because of 
some mental or physical handicap. Special pro­
vision is 1nade to acco1nmodate a limited number 

vides individual and group study roorr.s and recre­
ational rooms. 

\ Vhile in residence each child perfonns sn1all 
household chores as he would in his o,vn home. 
Older children may hold part-time jobs in the 
community. Visitation is arranged on an individ­
ual basis. 

Ed11cational Program - Children attend church 
in Dubuque and may participate in all church ac­
tivities; religious instruction in the home is pro­
vided by theological students from \Vartburg 
Seminary in Dubuque. Short prayers in the morn­
ing and evening devotionals are held daily. 

Recreational Program - Indoor r e c r e a ti o n 
rooms and outdoor playground facilities allow a 
wide variety of sports and other activities. Arts 
and crafts, games, special programs, and parties 
are a part of the planned recreational program. 
The children may take part in the programs of 
the local Y. M.C.A., Y.W.C.A., the churches and 
the schools. With the permission of the superin­
tendent, children may take advantage of com­
munity recreational facilities. 

of older children ,vho need supervision and train­
ing. 

Fi 1u1 ncial Information 
The school is ptivately operated and all fees 

are based on an individual a~·eement ,vith par­
ents or guardians. Tuition rates include all Jiving 
e,penses including medical care. Parents furnish 
personal items, clothing, bed linens and blankets. 

I/010 To Apply for Service 
A confidential questionnaire is available to any 

parent or guardian ,vho is interested in placing a 
child in the Po\vell School. Acceptance is based 
on the information obtained in the questionnaire 
and is dependent upon available space. This 
questionnaire should include all available in­
formation about the child's 1nental and physical 
condition. 

SERVICES OFFERED 
School P1ogra1n 

Children and adults live at the school. The 
school year covers nine and one-half months. The 
curriculum ranges from pre-kindergarten to eighth 
grade. Special attention is given to speech prob­
lems in all grades. Pupils ,vith special aptitude 
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are given piano lessons. Handicraft is taught as 
" ell as b·aining in home economics and special­
ized courses geared to the child's individual 
abilities. 

Pupils are grouped according to mental age, 

Quakerdale Farm 

ability and statw·e. The school day is divided 
into periods ,vhich include regular classes, n1usic, 
outdoor recreation and, insofar as possible, ap­
pro,in1ate the type of school ti aining to ,vhich 
each chi ld is able to respond. 

[White's Iowa Manual Labor Institute] 

NEW PRO V IDEN CE 

Location 
High\vay 299, hvo miles north of Ne,v Prov­

idence. Phone 21. 

Functions 
This institution, operated by the Iowa Yearly 

~Ieeting of Friends, provides c~ue to dependent 
and neglected boys. It is licensed to care for a 
maximum of 26 boys. 

Staff 

The staff consists of the superintendent and his 
,vife, who also serve as houseparents, and main­
tenance personnel. A physician and dentist are 
available on call. 

The psychological services of the State Depart­
ment of Social Welfare are available to the home. 
A minister from the community serves as religious 
advisor. Boys in need of special medical a tten tion 
are sent to the Eldora l\lemorial Hospital. 

\\Tho Is Eligible for Service 
1 eglected and dependent boys bet\veen the 

ages of five and 14 ,vho are residents ot Io,va 
and ,vho may benefit from the home's program 
may be admitted for care. There are no racial or 
religious restrictions. To be admitted, a boy must 
have an intelligence quotient of at least 90, and 
must be physically normal and emotionally stable. 
Boys may be placed voluntarily by their parents 
or by court commitment. 

Financial Information 
The home is supported by the t\vo farms of 

White's Manual Labor Institute plus fee pay­
ments from counties and parents. 

The charge for the care of each boy is $45 per 
month; this amount includes allo,vances. If pos­
sible, the parents or the referring agency should 
pay clothing and medical expenses. 

Hotv To Apply for Service 
Parents, social agencies, juvenile courts and 

others \vho •.vish to place a child in this home 
1nust contact the superintendent in person or by 

letter. There are no application forms. A co1n­
plete medical report and a report from the school 
the child has been attending must be sent before 
any child can be considered for admittance. 

Social agencies and juvenile courts that refer a 
child must send a social history and a psychologi­
cal report in addition to the above information. 
The parents or a social ,vorker from the referring 
agency usually accompany the boy to the home 
and participate in making plans ior his care. 

SERVICES OFFERED 
l nstitutional Care 

Upon arrival each boy meets the superinten­
dent, then is conducted through the buildings 
and introduced to the staff me1nben, by a group 
of the boys. The boys share rooms ,vith one to 
three other boys of their o,vn age. All meals ,ue 
served in the main dining room. 

All boys receive an allo,vance ranging from 
$1.50 to $3 a month in accordance \Vith age 
level. 

The routine chores are rotated a1nong the boys 
on a ,veekly basis. \Vork that is performed, in 
addition to these regular chores, is voluntary 
and the boy is paid for it. The older boys 1nay 
hold after-school and Saturday jobs. During the 
summer boys may \vork for local farms and are 
paid the prevailing ,vage for this ,vorl-... 

Visiting is arranged on an individual basis. 
Educational Program - Con11nunity facilities 

are used for kindergarte11 through high school. 
The boys n1ay take advantage of all special facil­
ities and extracurricular activities of the school 
system. Special training is offered by the schools 
in agriculture, shop, music 1nd speech. 

At the hon1e boys have the opportunity to learn 
good farm practices and to participate in livestock 
raising and other agricultural activities. 

Boys ,vho complete high school ,vhile in resi­
dence al the ho1ne may be give:1 interest-free 
loans to help them through college. 

Religious Progran1 - Daily devotions and indi-
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vidual conferences are a part of the daily religious 
program. All boys attend services and Sunday 
school at the local Friends' church, and may par­
ticipate in the youth program of the church. 

Recreational Program -The home maintains 

,vell equipped indoor and outdoor play areas. Ac­
tivities include games, television, sports, fishing, 
hunting, trapping, archery and horseback riding. 
The boys raise their own pets. Special excursions 
are conducted each summer. 

Rose Cerebral Palsy School 
D E S MOINES 

Location 
2564 l\Iorton Avenue, Des l\1oines. Phone 

6-5848. 

Function~ 
This school offers temporary care to physically 

handicapped children ,vho are in need of special 
services. The usual minimum age is l:\vo years. 
The school is non-sectarian and co-educational. It 
is licensed to care for a maximum of 10 children 
on a full-time basis, and 12 children during the 
daytime only. 

Staff 
The staff consists of the director, one teacher, 

t,vo assistants in the school, three attendants and 
maintenance personnel. 

~Iedical care is obtained through local serv­
ices or the child's own physician. 

" 'ho ls Eligible for Service 
Any child ,vith a physical handicap, or a phys­

ical and mental handicap, ,vho is not able to at­
tend regular school and/ or remain in his o,vn 
home is eligible for care. Children are accepted 
directly fron1 parents or from social agencies. 

Financial Information 
This school is privately operated and supported 

by child care fees and donations. The rate of 

board for each child cared for full time is $3 per 
day and $2 per day for each child cared for only 
during the daytime. 

I-low To Apply for Service 
Parents or agencies who ,vish to place ,1 child 

in this school should contact the director. All 
children must have a medical examination prior 
to admission. 

SER\1ICES OFFERED 
School Program 

Children are cared for on an 11-month basis. 
Services provided include complete physical care 
and an educational program. 

Edttcational Program - A five-day special 
school is operated on the premises. Schooling in­
cludes regular remedial class,vork and the de­
velopment of social and physical skills. Classwork 
involves some speech correction and teaching the 
children to care for themselves. 

Religious Program - Bible study is held one 
n,orning a ,veek. Sunday school teachers from 
various local churches provide the instruction. 

Recreational Program - Recreational activities 
are carried out primarily ,,rithin the program of 
the school and directed towards the abilities of 
the children. This includes g,1mes, special pro­
gi·ams and picnics. 

St. Monica's School for Girls 
D E S MOINES 

Location 
1011 Park Avenue, Des }.Joines. Phone 4-7535. 

Functions 
This school is a non-sectarian agency that 

serves adolescent girls ,vho need placement a,vay 
from their o,vn homes and \vho, because of some 
behavior or personality problem, can be helped 
1nore through group living than by foster home 
care. Girls at the school are from homes broken 



b} death, illness or divorce of parents, or fro1n 
ho,nes ,vith financial proble,ns or problc1ns of 
ad1ustment in the fa1nily or the community. The 
school is licensed to care for a 1naximum of 17 
girls. 

Staff 
The staff is composed of an executive director, 

one social ,vorker and four housemothers. T,vo 
housemothers are full-time and t\vo serve on a 
part-time basis. 

Psychiatric and psychological consultation is 
obtained from the Des lvloines Child Guidance 
Clinic. Medical care is available at the Des 
1'Ioines Health Center and at Broadla,vns Hos­
pital. Other specialized services are obtained, 
,vhen needed, by referral to other community 
resources. 

\ 7oice and piano teachers give instruction on 
a part-time basis. In addition to the regular staff, 
several volunteer groups assist in the agency's 
program. 

\Vho Is Eligible for Service 
The school accepts emotionally disturbed girls 

of any race or creed, behveen the ages of 12 and 
18, who can benefit from the program. To be 
accepted, a girl must be able to do at least aver­
age school work. The school cannot accept girls 
,vith severe physical handicaps. Because of the 
limited capacity of the residence and the agency's 
participation in the Greater Des ?vloines Com­
munity Chest, Polk county girls are given pre­
ference in admission. Girls may be committed by 
a court or placed voluntarily by their parents or 
relatives. 

Financial Information 

St. 1'1onica's property is owned by the Epis­
copal Church. The agency's major source of sup­
port is the Greater Des Moines Community Chest. 
Additional financial support is received from the 
Episcopal Church for rehabilitation of property, 
campships, etc.; service clubs assist in providing 
needed equipment. 

The family or referring agency is charged $1.50 
per day to cover part of the cost for care of each 
girl. Medical care is provided ,vithout charge to 
Polk county girls; medical care is an added charge 
for girls ,vho reside elsewhere. Families are asked 
to provide $2 per month as an allo,vance for each 
girl; the Community Chest will furnish this 
amount to Polk county girls if their parents are 
unable to provide it. 

Girls ,vho come to the school should be pro­
vided ,vith clothing for all seasons and for the 
various activities they may take part in at the 
home and in the community. A list of necessary 

ite1ns of clothing n1ay be obtained by ,vriting to 
the director of the school. 

Flow To Apply for Service 
Social agencies, juvenile courts, parents and 

others ,vho ,vish to make application to place a 
girl ,vith this agency should contact the execu­
tive director. 

Before any girl can be considered for admis­
sion, all application n1aterial, including a com­
plete medical report and the report of a psycho­
logical examination, must be submitted. Social 
agencies and courts that refer a girl must send a 
,vritten social history in addition to the other re­
c1uired materials. Progress reports are sent to the 
referral agency periodically. 

If possible, the girl and her parents should visit 
the home before the admittance procedure is 
completed. 

SERVICES OFFERED 
Institutional Care 

The girls live in three small cotlages ,vith a 
housemother in charge of each group. E ach girl 
has her o,vn individual room ,vhich she n1ay fix 
up as she ,vishes. 1',feals are sen ed in a main 
dining room. Routine household tasks are per­
formed on a rotation basis; each girl spends about 
10 hours each ,veek ,vith these duties. Older girls 
are so1netimes allo,ved to hold part-titne jobs out­
side the school. 

\ 7isiting times are arranged on an individual 
basis. After girls have been at the school for some 
time they may be given the privilege of visiting 
approved friends and relatives. The length of 
time required before a girl may earn this privi­
lege varies ,vith each individual. 

Educational Program - Girls attend the local 
junior and senior high schools. All the special 
remedial and vocational training courses are avail­
able to them and they may participate in the 
many exh·acurricular activities of the school 
sys tem. 

Piano and voice insh·uction and choral partici­
pation are offered. Girls are encouraged to de­
velop their vocational and professional interests. 
Advanced schooling including college and voca­
tional training is planned on an individual basis, 
Joans 1nay be arranged for those ,vho desire to 
avail the1nselves of this training. 

Religious Progra111 - Girlc; '.lrP required to at­
tend some church; those ,vho have no church 
affiliation attend the Episcopal Church. 

Recreational Progra1n - Girls may participate 
in the recreational activities of the home, the 
school, the Y.\V.C.A., the church and other ap­
proved community aclivities. Under certain con­
ditions, girls n1ay have dates and tal·e part in 
additional activities outside the school. 
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Y.M.C.A. Boys Home of Iowa 
D E S MOINES 

Location 
~ferlc Hay Road, Higlnvay No. 141, about one 

nule from Johnston, ,vhich 1s about 10 miles 
north of Des ~.1oines. The business office is lo­
cated at the central Y.:t,.,I.C.A. at 4th and Keo­
~auqua, Des ~Ioines. Phone 8-0131. 

Functions 
This agency provides care and character h·ain­

ing for boys ,vho, because of adverse circu1n­
,stances in their o,vn homes, are delinquent or are 
in clanger of becoming delinquent. The ho1ne 1s 
licensed to care for a maximum of 32 bovs. , 

Staff 
The staff is 1nade up of a director and asso­

ciate director ,vho are professionally trained 
Y.~1.C.A. ,vorkers. There are four houseparents 
( a man and ,vife and t,vo housemothers). 

The staff of the Des ~Joines Y.i'-1.C.A., includ­
ing 11 professional Y.~1.C.A. secretaries, serves 
the home on a consultant basis. A physician, a 
psychologist and a psychiatrist on the board of 
directors provide services as they are needed. The 
Des \1oines Child Guidance Center is used for 
,U•) special psychological sh1rlies. 

"'ho Is Eligible for Service 
This home accepts boys of any race or creed 

,vho reside in Io,va and ,yho may benefit from 
the rehabilitation program. Boys from nine 
through 18 years of age may be accepted; ho,v­
ever, the home places emphasis on serving teen­
age boys. ~lost of the boys at the home are court 
committed. They may be placed ,vithout court 
order if thev have been recommended for care bv , 
a social ,vorker, teacher, minister, or Y.~ LC.A. 
"orker and if they a1e 111 special need of the 
home's services. Boys ,vho are accepted must be 
able to do at least average school ,vork. Children 
,vith physical handicaps and mental or behavior 
problems that require frequent n1edical or pS) · 
<.hiahic attcnbon cannot be accepted. 

F111anc1al I11fo1mation 
The home is supported b) voluntary contnbu­

t,ons and fees for care. 
Parents ,\·ho are able to pa) for the care of a 

bo) are charged $50 to $60 per month plus medi­
cal and clothing expenses. Parents unable to pa) 
the full an1ount are charged according to their 
,1biht\ to pay. County agencies that are financ1al­
h responsible for a ch1lcl's care are expected to 
pa) at the prevailing county boai ding hon1e rate. 
Bo, s are expected to have clothing furnished bv 
parents 01 counties. 

I-Joto To Apply for Service 
Social agencies or individuals interested in 

placing a boy in this home must send full infor­
mation about him and his circumstances to the di­
rector and make an appointment for a personal 
intervie,\·. Social history and medical examination 
reports are required plus available psychological 
data. If, after the intervie\\, the boy is thought to 
be eligible and ready for this type of group care, 
he is invited to visit the home and decide ,vheth­
er he ,vishes to live here. 

Juvenile courts that refer a child must send a 
report of a recent medical examination, social 
history and psychological data, if available. 

The refen·ing agency is expected to maintain 
an interest in the boy and to ,vork ,vith the home 
in p lanning for his future. The director of the 
home maintains contact ,vith the referring agenc) 
and or the court and conferences are held per­
iodically to discuss the boy's progress. 

SERVICES OFFERED 

I 11stitut1011al Care 
The 18 boys are housed in hvo bu1ld1ngs. Each 

bov sh,ues his room ,vith nvo or three other bo, s , , 

of his o,vn age. 
All boys share in the household chores and 

have the opportunity to ,vork on the home's farm. 
~1any of them earn spending money by caddying 
at a nearby golf club or \VOrking on adjacent tn1ck 
farms. 

\ 'isiting i1. an-anged on an individual basis. 
Educational Progra111 - All boys attend the 

public schools in Johnston. They may participate 
in all special courses and extracurricular activities 
of the school system. 

Religious Prograrn - An infonnal, interdenom1-
n,1tional religious program is conducted at the 
borne. Boys are encouraged to attend the local 
Sundav schools and churches, Catholic bovs are , 

taken to mass. 
Recreat1011al Progra,n - A1nple space and facil­

ities exist at the home for outdoor and indoor 
recreation. Activities include 1novies, games, gyn1-
11,1stics b.ilthdav and other r)artics, television. ' , 
craft classes and special progra1ns. In addition to 
the home's recreation program, the boys ma) 
participate in all school activities and the activi­
tie-; of the Des \1oines Y.~1.C.A. 

\ 'olunteer PTOl1Ds take the bo\'s on fish1n~. 0 • , 

hunbng and camping trips. The summer progran1 
includes special excursions and hvo ,veeks at the 
Y \LC.A. camps 
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