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DINNER COMMEMORATING THE FOUNDING OF THE
IOWA CHILD WELFARE RESEARCH STATION
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FOREWORD

H appears apperrfﬂfe, aHer sixteen vears, to present

A

briefly the story of the first research institution in America

cl

devoted to the welfare of normal children. From oriaina

documents in the files of the Hillis family and the University

+

Miss Dorothy E. Bradbury has prepared the historical sketch
— "The Woman With A Vision'' and "Realization of the
Vision.” A Look to the Future'' is a talk by the present
director, Dr. George D. Stoddard.
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THE WOMAN WITH A VISION

The story of the movement for the establishment of the
lowa Child Welfare Research Station is an epoch-making
chapter in lowa history. A woman with a vision of "a science
of child rearing' started the train of events which resulted in
the founding of the Station. This woman was Mrs. Cora
Bussey Hillis of Des Moines, daughter of a general in the Civil
War and descendant of a line of people conspicuous for
energy and steadfast loyalty to their ideals.

Cora Bussey was born in Bloomfield, lowa, on August 8,
1858. Her girlhood was spent in the South. On December
8, 1880 she became the wife of lsaac Lea Hillis, who later
served Des Moines as mayor. During the years Mrs. Hillis
lived in Des Moines she was a prominent woman, active in
community life. She was an incorporator of the Des Moines
Women's Club in 1887. Mrs. Hillis represented the lowa
Child Study Society at the second meeting of the National
Congress of Mothers in 1898, and immediately following in
1899 she organized the lowa branch of this Congress and for
six years served as its vice president. She was responsible
for the first children's ward in a hospital in lowa. In 1901 she
introduced the penny saving system in the Des Moines
schools, and in 1904 secured the adoption of the lowa
juvenile court law. From 1908 to 1910 she served on Presi-
dent Roosevelt's country life commission. Another achieve.-
ment was the calling together in 1912 of Des Moines charity
organizations to promote a "Save the Baby'' campaign.

Mrs. Hillis, faced with the problems connected with rear-
ing her own children, recognized the need for the scientific
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Arts. She supposed "it would be logical for the state agri-
cultural college to undertake the study of the human animal
as an advance step in animal husbandry." Accordingly she
journeyed to Ames in October, 1901 to discuss the matter
with Doctor Beardshear. In January, 1902 after conferring
with some members of his faculty, he reported that they
could do nothing. Of this report Mrs. Hillis said, ""He told
me very kindly that | was a voice crying in the wilderness,
that | was born before my time, that the plan was prema-
ture, that the world was not ready, and that there were no
trained workers ready to undertake such a comprehensive
study as | had outlined."

Again in 1904 it was presented to the new president of
Ames, Doctor Storms, who also reported adversely. Mrs.
Hillis said of this attempt, ''Again | presented the plan, and
again | was politely made to feel that if the time ever came
to undertake such a radical piece of work, the educational
specialists would be the ones to suggest it. Disappointed,
but not discouraged, | began new plans for the campaign
of education which | saw was imperative.'"" That year Mrs.
Hillis discussed the plan in an address before the state con-
vention of Farmers' Institutes held in Des Moines. She sald
that she decided to do this ''to sow the seed of interest.
Her topic was ""Corn Culture Versus Child Culture."

Then in Mrs. Hillis' own words, '"The death of two little
sons, quickly followed by that of a daughter, for several
years made it hard for me to work with children. It seemed
fo me that my life work was over, but all the while, deep
in my heart lay the thought that some day applied science
would prevent such tragedies as | had known. But my soul
was so burdened with this thing that on February 12, 1908
| went unannounced to lowa City to lay the plan before the
University." President George E. MaclLean became inter-

ested and suggested that she try to arouse interest over the
state,




Again in Mrs. Hillis' words, ""Doctor MaclLean lett lowa.
President John G. Bowman came; | visited him, wrote him,
but failed to interest him. | was in despair." Later in 1908
she sent out a letter to various women's organizations out-
lining the work. When Doctor Maclean left lowa he re-
turned the correspondence to Mrs. Hillis, saying, "Keep
history straight. The time will come when the question will
be asked, 'Who first thought of a child welfare station?'
Your grandchildren will be glad to have this proof of the
'mothering’ of the idea."

As each new University president settled down to his
duties, Mrs. Hillis paid him a visit to enlist his sympathies
with the plan for a research station. One former president
said, '"The idea is sound, but it is too new. It would cost
money, and people don't know enough about it o vote money
to undertake it.”" She states another "'seemed to be seeing
the light when he suddenly whirled around in his chair and
said, ‘There is a great work you can do for this University,
Mrs. Hillis, if you want to work. You can get us a set of
chimes in a campanile to ring out over the campus.'" She
arose saying quietly, "I cannot work for a set of chimes.
The forces | wish to set in motion will reach far beyond the
confines of this campus and endure through all eternity."
With eyes blinded with tears she stumbled from the room
and down the worn uneven steps of Old Capitol. She said,
"My heart was heavy as lead. But | knew the plan was right.
The plan would ultimately win. | was young yet. | came of a
long lived race, and | could wait!"

“In 1914," Mrs. Hillis reports, ""a new president, Dr.
Thomas H. Macbride, was installed at the University of lowa.
He was a scientist, a naturalist, and loved trees and flowers
and, of course, little children. Once more | traveled the
tfamiliar path to the president's office in the Old Capitol
building. | smiled at the crooked old steps and thought
I'll keep coming until | wear you out.' This was the fifth
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college president |, a humble mother, had had the temerity
to approach. | don't know how | looked, but | felt pale.
Concisely and briefly | stated my errand. My pulse leaped
when President Macbride said: 'l believe we can do some-
thing along this line." No one in the world can know what
it meant to me when he called in his professors one by one
to talk it over.

"Then a great day came. Dr. Carl E. Seashore, Dean of
the Graduate College, one of the world's great psycholo-
gists, took this vagrant child of mine to his heart and there-
after literally fathered it. But not at first—he kept the plan
revolving before him for some time. His mind was too scien-
titic to permit him to jump at it, as a fish takes a bait. He
looked at it from all angles, and meanwhile | waited—and
suftered. |t was a great strain to be so close to realization.
yet held in doubt whether those who alone could do the
work would undertake it.

"But Doctor Seashore saw the vision. He read into it
more than anyone had ever done before, and at once the
President appointed a child welfare committee in the faculty
fo develop working plans and details of a budget on which
to base legislative askings. i

In a letter written to Mrs. Hillis on October 15, 1914, in
discussing the project as outlined to the President by Mrs.
Hillis, Dean Seashore said, "'l think you are right in insisting
that this work shall be primarily research. At any rate, the
largest expenditure should be for the establishment of facts,
and the dissemination of these facts is a second matter
which will take care of itself as the facts accumulate. Further-
more, we already have the Extension Division and machinery
for such activity. What we need most now is a superior
man as director, and first class research in each of the six
departments (heredity and prenatal care, nutrition of the
child, preventive medicine, social surveys and social policy,
education and morals, and applied psychology) which should

10
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nave adequate means for the pursuit of their investigations
tor an indefinite period of time. Men and money to pay
for equipment for these men in the University is what we
need now. This feature is emphasized by calling the insti-
fution a station, which makes it analogous to other experi-
mental stations established by governments and universities.

‘I trust that you have learned that the tendency in this
University is to be conservative in askings. We would like
fo have the reputation for asking only what we can be fairly
sure of getting. Considering the importance of this subject
and unlimited field for expansion, $25,000.00 is a mere trifle,
but we feel that it would give us a good entering wedge.
It those who are most interested in this work feel that they
could get more than this from the present Legislature, we
can guarantee you an economical and profitable use of
such funds immediately."

COMMITTEE ON THE CHILD WELFARE STATION

The University committee on the child welfare station
appointed by the President was made up of representatives
of the administration; the Colleges of Medicine, Dentistry,
and Education; the departments of Home Economics, Soci-
ology, and Psychology; the Extension Division: and the wo-
men of the state. The following people composed the com-
mittee: President Thomas H. Macbride; Dean Carl E. Sea-
shore of the Graduate College; Dr. Henry Albert, protfessor
of pathology and bacteriology; Professor I. A. Loos, head
ot the Department of Political Economy and director of the
School of Commerce: Professor Ruth A. Wardell. head of
the Department of Home Economics: Dean Walter A. Jessup
of the College of Education; Dr. O. E. Klingaman, acting
director of the Extension Division; Dr. F. T. Breene, dean of
the College of Dentistry; and Dr. Florence Brown Sherbon
(oy special invitation).

The first meeting of the committee was held on December
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7, 1914. At this time ways and means of presenting the
plan to the legislature were devised. They voted to form a
state committee which was to be composed of the presi-
dents of the chief women's organizations of the state. The
local committee stated the function of the proposed sta-
tion to be "to study the ways and means for the conser-
vation of the normal child."

In the meantime by speaking before women's depart-
ments of farmers' institutes and by working through the
women's clubs and parent teacher associations, Mrs. Hillis
was gaining friends for the movement. As a former vice
president of the National Congress of Mothers and as an
officer and prominent worker in many state organizations,
she was well-known over the state. On November 18, 1914
Mrs. Hillis sald in a letter to Dean Seashore, 'l am full of
joy that detinite steps are to be taken, have been taken
| should say, and that 'six departments are at the service
of this work' to quote the President."

Mrs. Hillis suggested that the children in the various state
orphanages could be used as material for study and experi-
ments. She felt that the University authorities did not under-
stand her interest in such a scheme. She wrote to Dean Sea-
shore as follows:

"Your plans are advanced plans over previous methods in
lowa, but not such as will develop a dependable science of
child rearing. | do not want and would not work "to establish
a branch orphan asylum in lowa City." | am unfortunate in
somehow having given you that impression. The point | make
is this: If children are to be thoroughly, completely, and
scientifically studied, there must be a selected group of
children to study in an environment absolutely under the
control of the Station. As we are so handicapped tor money,
it might help solve the problem to secure the co-operation
of the Board of Control to let some of its wards be used for
experimental purposes. Wherever deemed wise by the Sta-

15
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tion | would prefer the studies to be made in lowa City
so that the student body as a whole might feel its import."

By December 15, 1914 Mrs. Hillis had mailed her plan to
each member of the Board of Education and the presiding
officers of each of the following state organizations: lowa
Federated Clubs, Mothers' Congress, Woman's Christian
Temperance Union, P. E. O., Women's Relief Corps, and
the Order of the Eastern Star. She asked these presidents
to write directly to President Macbride.

On December 22, 1914 another meeting was held by the
University Child Welfare Committee. President Macbride
acted as chairman. The plan under consideration was dis-
cussed and general approval was expressed of a suggested
distribution of expenditure on a basis of $50,000, $40,000,
and $25,000.

"It was further agreed that the bill when presented to the
Legislature might well contain the following items: first, name
and purpose; second, location; third, control and organiza-
tion; fourth, appropriation. I+ was thought advisable to have
the definite plans of the Des Moines committee under the
chairmanship of Mrs. Hillis presented to the Board of Edu-
cation for their formal approval in the meeting scheduled
for the 29th."

On December 23, 1914 a conference was held at the home
ot Mrs. Hillis in Des Moines for the purpose of organizing
forces. Dean Seashore, Doctor Klingaman, Secretary
Gemmill of the State Board of Education, Mrs. Hillis, Dr.
Florence Sherbon, and Dr. Florence Richardson were present
at the meeting. Dean Seashore acted as chairman and
Doctor Richardson as secretary.

The following items were agreed upon:
|. That the coming lowa Assembly be asked to provide funds for the
establishment of an lowa Child Welfare Research Station at
the State University of lowa

Tl i i . 1 - [
2. Ihat the men and women of lowa cause to have introduced and
HAllele

port a bill for such an appropriation
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3. That the items of such a bill be submitted to the State University
which will present it for endorsement to the Board of Education

at its meeting on December 30, 1914

4. That such bill provide for:

A. The establishment and maintenance of the lowa Child Wel-
fare Research Station, the object of which shall be
to Investigate by the best approved scientific methods
the conservation and development of the normal child,
to make resulting information available, and to train
students to work in that field

B. A special appropriation of $50,000 for original equipment
to be available immediately

C. An appropriation for $50,000 "annually hereafter," for the
maintenance of the Station

D. The location of such Station at lowa City as an integral
part ot the State University, with the freedom of |
libraries, laboratories, and clinics and other agencies
of the University

E. That the control of the Station shall be under the President
ot the University of lowa and the State Board of Edu
cation who shall provide a director and board of seven
within the faculty of the Graduate College .

5. That Mrs. Hillis act as chairman of a committee made up of repre
sentatives ot clubs and societies of the State which shall effect

an rcmm ation to promote ana support such a measure

Shortly after the invitations had been sent Mrs. 1-"5-:|.'a5 sald,
"l wish | had more to give to this work. | have nothing but
an overwhelming realization of human needs, of the tremen-
dous fact that every child born in the world is made or
marred by the sort of care it receives in its early life. |
shall pray for wisdom to do my part, to speak with discretion
and with the unanswerable logic of universal human need, to
have insight, intuition, tact, and strength to work."

ORGANIZATION OF THE IOWA CHILD
WELFARE ASSOCIATION

On January 5, 1915 the lowa Child Welfare Association
to Promote the Establishment of the lowa Child Welfare
Research Station was organized. Mrs. Hillis was elected
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president. She was asked () to secure, with the co-operation
of the executive committee, capable, active vice presidents
for the eleven congressional districts; (2) to secure the ex-
press co-operation of the presidents of the more prominent
women's state organizations who would agree to act as a
promotion committee, placing such literature as might be
sent from headquarters; (3) to get in touch with the county
chairmen of the ninety-nine counties.

The Association included the Congress of Mothers and
Teachers, Federation of Women's Clubs, Woman's Chris-
tian Temperance Union, American Baby Health Contest
Association, Women's Relief Corps, Rebekah Assembly,
Order of the Eastern Star, Grand Chapter of P. E. O., Farm
Homes, Daughters of Ceres, Equal Suffrage Council, Medical
Women's Association, Chatauquans, State Missionary So-
ciety, Trades and Labor Assemblies, State Teachers' Asso-
ciation, Registered Nurses' Association, Hahnemann Medical
Association, Women's Osteopathic Bureau, Federation of
Labor, County Medical Societies, local Chambers of Com-
merce, Rotary Clubs, Admen Clubs, Independent Order of
Odd Fellows, Za-ga-zig Temple, Masonic Lodges, Farmers'
Institutes, and churches of all denominations including Prot-
estants, Catholics, and Hebrews.

The ofticers of the Association besides Mrs. Hillis were Dr.
Florence Richardson, secretary; Mrs. A. P. Stoner, treasurer:
Homer A. Miller, President of the lowa National Bank, audi-
tor; and Mrs. George Harnagel, chairman of the press com-
mittee. Immediately tollowing the organization of the Asso-
ciation and the election of officers headquarters were
opened in the Fleming building in Des Moines.

The vice presidents of the organization included one from

every congressional district as follows:
First Mrs. S. S. Sherman, Keosauqua
Second  Mrs. W. H. Snider, Davenport
Third Dr. Margaret Clark, Waterloo
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Fourth  Mrs. Allen O. Ruste, Charles City
Fifth Mrs. Fred G. Murray, Cedar Rapids
Sixth Mrs. J. B. Steckel, Bloomfield
Seventh Mrs. Etta Hurford, Indiancla

Eighth  Mrs. Marion Stookey, Leon

Ninth Mrs. Stymest Stevenson, Council Bluffs
Tenth Mrs. Fred O. Lovrien, Humbold1
Eleventh Mrs. J. W. Corey, Spencer

The members of the promotion committee were the presi-

dents of a number of state organizations including:

Mrs. Charles R. Brenton, president lowa Congress of Mothers,
Dallas Center

Mrs. Benjamin B. Clark, president lowa Federation ot Women's
Clubs, Red Oak

Mrs. Mary T. Watts, president American Baby Health Contest
Association, Audubon

Mrs. Carrie |. Netcott, department president Women's Reliet Corps
Independence

Mrs. Ida B. Wise Smith, president lowa Woman's Christian Tem-
perance Union, Cedar Rapids

Mrs. Harriet Stevenson, president Rebekah Assembly, Council Bluffs

Mrs. A. J. Small, grand worthy matron, Order ot Eastern Star, Des
Moines

Mrs. Lillian L. Griffith, president grand chapter of P. E. O., Harlan

Mrs. N. B. Ashby, President of Daughters of Ceres, Des Moines

Mrs. H. L. Carrell, president Equal Suffrage Council, Des Moines

Mrs. C. E. Risser, state secretary lowa Chautauquans, Des Moines

Mrs. Horace Hollingsworth, president State Missionary Society, Des
Moines

Mr. A. L. Urick, Trade and Labor Assemblies, Des Moines

IOWA'S FIRST CHILD WELFARE BILL

The bill for the establishment of the lowa Child Welfare
Research Station as originally drafted by Justice Emil McLain

of the University was as follows:
Be it Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of lowa:

-

Section |. That the State Board of Education is hereby authorized

and directed to establish at lowa City, as an integral part of the State

University of lowa, the lowa Child Welfare Research Station having
as its objects the investigation of the best scientific methods of con-

16




serving and developing the normal child, the dissemination ot the in-
formation acquired by such investigation, and the training of students
for work in that field.

Section 2. That the management and control of the lowa Child
Welfare Research Station shall be vested in a Director and an Advisory
Board of seven members, of whom not less than four shall be members
of the Faculty of the Graduate College of the State University of
lowa. The said Director and members ot the Advisory Board shall be
appointed by the State Board of Education upon the recommendation
of the President of the State University of lowa.

Section 3. That there is hereby appropriated out of any mony in
the State treasury, not otherwise appropriated, the sum of fifty thous-
and dollars annually hereafter for the maintenance of the lowa Child
Welfare Research Station and the furtherance of its objects, the said
sum to be expended on the order and under the direction of the State
Board of Education.

In a letter written to Dean Seashore on February 7, Mrs.
Hillis said, "My friend, | do know, with very keen apprecia-
tion, how you are working, and that now you are as much
obsessed as | have been so long alone. There is a comfort
to me in the thought that at last some one sees the vision
| see, and that one, the great hearted scholar who can bring
about the realization. Not the least of my satisfaction has
been watching the growth in others of the idea, and | praise
God | am permitted in my poor way to share your labor and
help you do a great thing for the children yet unborn. | feel
that of all the people working for this no one realizes it as we
two do, and | know you are growing to feel that compared
to what this will mean to education all your other contribu-
tions, great as they are, will take second place."

Sometimes it was necessary for Dean Seashore to write
encouragement to Mrs. Hillis. "As | see it now | give you
my word of honor that so far as | have anything to do with
the launching of the thing there will be experiments on
children under the most favorable conditions that can be
devised. The specifications for the homing and their con-
ditions must be left to the expert. . . . This is the psy-
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chological moment to get this institution. Do not lose cour-
age at this moment."

The bill came up before a house committee on February
20. President Macbride, Dean Seashore, Doctor Charles S.
Wooas, and Mrs. Hillis were present at the beginning. After
the meeting Dean Seashore stated, 'So far as | could tell the
committee was fairly impressed with our mission, but we
are facing the general calamity howl that there is no money
in the treasury."

On January |12 the movement was endorsed by the labor
organizations. Mrs. Hillis felt that this was a real triumph.
She also reported that the Press Clipping Bureau had stated
that for several days the papers over the state had been
full of material about the movement. Mrs. Hillis felt that
this showed that the "prairie fire'" was spreading. However,
all of the events were not encouraging. One representative
on the Appropriations Committee told her flatly that he
was opposed to the bill because "in Sweden the children
grow up all right without investigating their past."

Another representative wished to strike out the word
‘research’’ in the bill because he felt that research would
be of benefit to the children of unborn generations rather
than to present day children. He stated that far more knowl-
edge was available relative to child welfare than was put in
practice and this being the case It was better to use possible
funds to secure immediate results along these lines rather
than in investigation and research work which would preclude
the possibility of making advantageous use of the material
already available.

During this part of the campaign Mrs. Hillis was ill with a
sudden inflammation of the bone caused by an old fracture
of the ankle. In describing her illness to Dean Seashore she
said, "'l am sorry to tell you that | am confined to my bed
and ordered to remain for several weeks with my fractured
ankle elevated. . . . | have planned, however, to keep
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up the work notwithstanding. | have my bed in the parlor
where | can meet the women; | have a phone at my side so
| can talk to the men, and a stenographer to come tomorrow
to push the writing."

PROVISIONS OF THE BILL

A detailed schedule of the work planned for the lowa
Child Welfare Research Station, which had been approved
by the committee in charge, was furnished members of the
legislature to inform them of the research contemplated if
the appropriation of $50,000 was voted. Its preamble con-
sisted of this significant statement: "The pending bill pro-
vides for the investigation of the best scientific methods of
conserving and developing the normal child, the dissemina-
tion of the information acquired by such investigation, and
the training of students for work in that field."

On February 25 the house committee on appropriations
voted on the bill with nineteen members favoring and six-
teen opposing. Mrs. Hillis reported the situation to Dean
Seashore: "The bill was opposed strenuously by Represen-
tative Miller of Bremer." He took the position that lowa
could much better spend money scattering the information
which others had gathered than to do investigating on its
own responsibility. He declared the conditions of child life
in lowa are the same as those in any other state.

"On this point he was challenged by Representative
Mackie. 'On the same basis that you argue, what is the use
of lowa spending thousands of dollars at Ames to study
stock and crops?' Mackie demanded. 'Why not accept the
results of investigation in other states?'

~“Miller insisted that soil conditions in other states were
different and special study was necessary in lowa.

“Horchem of Dubuque defended the bill on the ground
that lowa can do much in studying the conditions of child
life which have not vet been attempted. He declared that
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there is a splendid field in lowa for this sort of work. Ring
of Linn and Gilbert of Marshall also joined in the defense
of the bill.

"With twenty-two members absent from the house, the bill
failed of passage by seven votes. It had forty-eight votes in
its favor and thirty-eight against; the constitutional majority
required fifty-five. It was reported to the house carrying an
appropriation of $50,000. During the deliberations upon it
this amount was cut by an amendment to $25,000.

"Bingham of Emmet then secured adoption of an amena-
ment which would have prohibited the Station doing any
sort of research work which had been covered by any other
institution or organization. Mr. Ring, author of the bill, im-
mediately announced that the amendment would nullity the
purpose of the bill.

"Disregarding the appeal of many members that the legis-
lature, while it was appropriating thousands of dollars for
development of healthy hogs and cattle, ought to encour-
age work to develop healthy children, opponents succeeded
in defeating it."

Editorials appeared in many papers condemning the furn-
ing down of the child welfare bill. Excerpts from a typical
editorial printed in the Cedar Rapids Gazette April 6, 1915
are given below:
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back to the past attitude of the legislature, its action on two bills last
Friday is rather interesting.

One bill provided for the establishment of a child welfare research
bureau. It was defeated. Another bill providing for the erection of
a sheep barn at the state fair grounds was approved by the house as

readily as though it might have been a gift of a million dollars to each
representative.

The child welfare measure was assailed as an example of useless
legislation. Legislators scoffed at the idea that science could in any
way aid lowans in raising their children.

It was quite different with the sheep barn bill. The same legislators
expressed their great pride in lowa's sheep and tried to tell what a
nice thing it would be for the state it a barn could be erected on the
tair grounds in which prize sheep could be exhibited every vear.

The child weltare measure sought $25,000 for the establishment
of a bureau where child problems would be dealt with the year around.

The sheep barn measure sought $25,000 for the erection of a struc-
ture which will be used one week out of the fifty-two.

Doctor Seashore's reaction to the defeat of the bill as
expressed in a letter to Mrs. Hillis was as follows: 'But let
us not take this as a defeat. It has been a splendid educa-
tional campaign and seed has been sown which is sure to
take root and grow during the biennium. Next time it will
be irresistible. My first impression when | heard of the
amendment was that the bill had lost its worth even if it
could be passed on reconsideration. Upon second thought
it seemed to me that there was probably enough latitude
to enable us to carry the enterprise in the formative period
and actually find our way to the right goal.

"The parents of lowa and the University are under very
deep obligation for the great self-sacrificing and energetic
work that you have done in this campaign. | am sure that
you will have your reward in the near future by having your
object realized, which, after all, is a very great reward."

Mrs. Hillis' reaction is demonstrated in the following ex-
cerpts from her letters: ''Let us try to see to it that every
public talk shall be on the broad, high plane the cause merits

and from the first guide public sentiment to realize that our
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research station is no fad, has no popular, spectacular feat-
ures, is not the place for pseudo-scientific or half-baked
cranks to exploit happen chance theories, but is o be a great
and enduring work, whose patiently built foundations will
through generations to come be adequate to bear that
temple of science which may eventually give to parenthood
exact knowledge as to the conservation of child life. We
must teach the public to realize that they must wait for re-
sults and begin at once to teach leaders in all sorts of organi-
zations that our future askings may be assured.

"However, perhaps nothing really is lost, after all, since
the very denial makes the women want it all the more, and
since the men conceded the State is organized and alert to
the question.

"In the meantime | await word of your plans. | am not
discouraged. We will keep working and growing and yet
see our Child Welfare Station a realization."

Faced with the defeat of the bill the University authorities
felt that it might be possible to include the Station on the
University budget for $10,000 or $15,000 a year. Mrs. Hillis
wrote as tollows to Dean Seashore: ''| am very happy over
the prospect of the Station being included in the budget.
| think if it can be so included the work of getting strong
pressure from the people will be easier.

"The campaign of education in 1915 reached 300,000
organized men and women, and thousands more who were
not affiliated with any society learned of our need and our
plan and began to desire scientific child study. | have kept
all correspondence, all clippings from the state press and
tfeel sure that the overwhelming demand, as evidenced by
the thousands of letters, resolutions, and petitions showered
on the legislators, and the attitude of the press, amply justi-
fies our University in recognizing the demand of the citizens
for a child welfare research station and including it in its
asking."
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However, the Board of Education was not willing to in-
clude child welfare in the University budget. They main-
tained that they could not ask for specialization on one line
at the expense of other lines of interest. That left no choice
in the matter, so plans were laid for the introduction of the
bill in the legislature.

A SECOND CAMPAIGN

In the meantime, the presidency of the University was
changed. Mrs. Hillis stated, "It was a very happy coinci-
dence that the incoming president, Dr. Walter A. Jessup,
had been, as Dean of the Department of Education, a mem-
ber of the Child Welfare Committee. He was intensely
interested in the Station plans and brought to the work con-
structive suggestions and effective promotion."

Again she wrote: "l am like the runner on the last lap of
a hard race, | see only the goal and when | look in my mirror
| am amazed that my outward self shows little evidence of
the territic mental and spiritual strain of my real self. | have
lived a litetime, it seems, of strenuous overcoming of ob-
stacles, of leaping hurdles, of brushing away stumbling blocks
since | last saw you. It would take a volume to write how |
learned Mr. So and So felt this or that way, and to discover
how to reach him. Nearly every mighty one has a vulnerable
heel, and my work has been to find the way to send home
the arrow of conviction."

Again Mrs. Hillis organized her forces, and letters and
plans were sent out over the state in the fall of 1916. In the
spring the bill again came up before the House and was
carried. Following the bill's victory in the House, Mrs. Hillis
sent the following letter to Dean Seashore describing the
occasion:

“While we are waiting to get a place on the Calendar |
want to tell you about the House victory. I+ was set for 2:30
and although it was a very bad, rainy day about a dozen of
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my personal friends were there, including Miss Richardson,
Mrs. Risser, Mrs. Ruste, Mrs. Ashby, and others. Mr. Gilbert
moved that the minority report be accepted. It was a tense
moment, but the Chair ruled the ayes had it. Then he moved
the substitute bill be accepted, the clerk was ordered to
read—but behold there was no substitute bill to be found.
Half a dozen men rushed to the desk and there was a wild
scramble to locate it. The Chair ruled the House be at ease
for five minutes until the clerk produced the paper. The
members lett their seats and resolved themselves in groups
discussing other matters.

"The minutes were flying—four minutes and still no sub-
stitute. Three members crowded up to Mr. Gilbert's desk.
| was just behind them and whispered, 'Can't you file an
amendment to the original bill?' Mr. Wickman hurried to
his seat, wrote it, and sent it to the desk by a page, and it
was before the House.

"Mr. Horchem, Mr. Tucker, and Mr. Harrington arguea
strenuously for the bill. Then Mr. Harrington moved the pre-
vious question and the vote stood 79 to 6."

Matters, however, were not very encouraging in the Sen-
ate. The members were a more conservative body made up
of older men slower to adopt new measures. Senator Proud-
toot frankly told Mrs. Hillis that he was discouraged, as
eleven members of the Appropriation Committee were in
opposition. Again Mrs. Hillis organized public opinion with
the result that the men were beseeched with many calls and
letters from unexpected sources.

Then the United States entered the World War. The sen-
ators arqued that much money was required for military
purposes and it would be impossible to bring the bill up for
consideration. About this time, however, facts regarding the
condition of the men as they enlisted were made available
to the public. I+ was necessary to pronounce thousands
physically unfit for war. Mrs. Hillis used this as an argument
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for the child welfare bill. Some senators arqued that the
place for the children was in their homes and not in a labora-
tory. One argued that the God-given love of the mother
was all the guidance she needed. Another senator resented
the implication that lowa children were in a bad way.

But the bill passed 38 to 5. After its passage Mrs. Hillis
called Dean Seashore by long distance and joyfully an-
nounced, "'The Lord reigns, the research station is assured."

THE APPROMED BIlLL

The act as approved was as follows:
House File 388
An Act to Establish and Maintain the lowa Child Welfare Research

Station and Making an Appropriation. Therefore:

C1

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of lowa:

Section |. That the State Board of Education is hereby authorized
to establish and maintain at lowa City as an integral part of the State
University the lowa Child Welfare Research Station having as its ob-
jects the investigation of the best scientific methods of conserving and
aeveloping the normal child, the dissemination of the information

b
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such investigation, and the training of students for work

That the management and control of such Station shall
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be vested in a director appointed by the said Board of Education and
an advisory board of seven members to be appointed by the President
of the University from the faculty of the Graduate College of said
University.,

Section 3. That there is hereby appointed out of the money in
the State Treasury not otherwise appropriated the sum of twenty-five

F

thousand dollars annually hereafter for the maintenance of such a Sta-

tion and the furtherance of the objects, to be expended on the order
and under the direction of said Board of Education.

Approved April 21, A.D. 1917.

In a letter to Dean Seashore, Mrs. Hillis said, "'l certainly
rejoice in your opportunity for a great and unique service.
For a time | shall feel lost. In putting away some of my ma-
terial the thought came, this is like putting away the clothes
of the child | had lost, so much a part of me has been this
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work. | thank you for your great patience with my insistence
and the privilege of working with you."

Mrs. Hillis summarized the campaign saying, "'l wish | could
name every individual and every agency co-operating in this
work, but the numbers of our friends and helpers are too
great to itemize. Over thirty state organizations represent-
ing more than five hundred thousand of accredited members
worked loyally with us. The press was generous with support,
and with few exceptions, was actively creating sentiment.

"'l cannot tell the story of the legislative campaign with-
out mentioning with some satisfaction that it was unique in
one respect, at least. Each time the bill was considered
over two hundred men had to be influenced, yet the session
closed without my having a speaking acquaintance with more
than six Senators and eleven Representatives, proving that
women may wield influence in legislation without resorting
to lobby methods. The workers for child welfare in this cam-
paign refrained from 'button-hole’ politics."

Several years later she said, "My relation to the Station
is now only that of any other lowa citizen, but | am watching
its development with keenest interest and deepest satisfac-
tion. | am grateful to have had a part in its beginning for
it is very dear to me, second only to my children in my affec-
tion. For a long time | missed the work which has claimed
the best years of my life, but in giving it over torever out
of my constant care, | have only done what every mother
must do to the child of her love."

When Governor W. L. Harding signed the bill he sent a
wire to Mrs. Hillis, who was then in Washington, D. C.
"Child Weltare bill signed April twenty-first. | am saving
the pen for you."

On April 16, 1917 President Jessup wrote Mrs. Hillis say-
ing, ''The state is under everlasting obligation to you for
your loyal and effective service in bringing about this reali-
zation of your sixteen-year-old dream. The University is like-
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wise under deep and lasting obligation to you for the fact
that we shall be given an opportunity to share in rendering
a service that will be of monumental significance. We shall
need your counsel many times in the development of the
work and | am sure we can count on this from time to time."

MRS, HILLIS AFTER THE CAMPAIGN

In 1920 Mrs. Hillis was in Mexico for the inauguration of
President Obregon. She had the opportunity of talking with
the President and his wife and with them she discussed the
lowa Child Welfare Research Station, the topic closest to
her heart. This served as an inspiration to the President and
in two months she received a letter from President Obregon
stating that through her influence an organization called the
Mexican Child Welfare Congress had been established.

On August 12, 1924 while returning from a short vacation,
Mrs. Hillis was instantly killed in an automobile accident near
St. Cloud, Minnesota in which her son, Cyrus, was seriously
injured. A defective steering gear caused the car to crash
info an approaching automobile and plunge into a ditch,
pinning Mrs. Hillis underneath.

TRIBUTES TO MRS HILLIS

"The outstanding quality in the personality of Mrs. Hillis,"
said Dean Seashore in paying tribute to her, "was her far-
sighted, penetrating, and effective vision. A vision to make
any person great must first of all be a vision of a great goal.
That phase of her vision which we commemorate today she
pictured to us as better children in lowa—not merely a re-
duction of the diseases, sufferings, and defects of children,
but better normal children. In better children she saw better
parents, better teachers, better homes, better schools. better
environment, and better ideals. But to her mind the child

was the approach, the goal, and a measure of the attain-
ment of her ideal.




"Better children was to her not a mere hope, a duty, or
a possibility, but the inevitable outcome of science, religion,
and the arts affecting humanity. She was an optimist. She
was an evolutionist: she saw humanity rising toward the
divine. Where others saw better cattle, better wheat, better
roads, better channels of communication—progress in the
mastery of material nature—she saw better children. That
was not, and is not yet, the common vision. For childhood
was at the time of those campaigns, and is yet today, viewed
in a fatalistic way: Improve anything and everything that
you wish, but you shall not improve our children!

"This ignorant and persistent view of childhood rests upon
a high conception, namely, that the child embodies the
noblest feature of creation; but the conclusion drawn there-
from is radically false. Her vision in this respect was a con-
quering of human prejudices and a firm and penetrating
acceptance of scientific thought.

'She had a remarkable range of information on matters
scientific. This information was not in terms of mere facts,
but rather in terms of significant principles. Her mind
soared, as it were, over the precipitous advances of science
and caught the direction of movement, the meaning, and
the possible consequence and usefulness of scienfitic ad-
vance. Of this | could give numerous instances from my
close acquaintance with her.

"Her mind was not scientific in the usual sense; it was
rather that rare concentration of a well-informed womanly
intuition, a woman's faith, and a woman's will to realize her
most devout desire. Many a time | have heard her argue
with scientific men: 'If these are facts, if these are possibili-
ties, then we can use them.' |t was this intensity of her en-
lightened feeling that enabled her to see beyond the fron-
tiers of progress countless possibilities for the development
of child life.

"She looked forward. Most of the social minded people
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interested in her program looked backward, and are still
looking backward. They turn to the process of redemption,
the alleviation of disease and suffering. But this, however
noble and necessary, is a makeshift. 'Our care,' she said,
is of far greater promise—the fostering of those conditions
which will make our normal child in health better and nobler.'

"One phase of this vision is embodied in the Enabling Act
of the establishment of the lowa Child Welfare Research
Station. .

“Mrs. Hillis" fertile mind gave birth to that central idea
of the possibility of bringing all the forces of modern science
to bear upon the improvement of the normal child. And she
ived to see other states and many distant nations of the
world accept and act upon this vision of a truly great lowa
woman.

“Another characteristic of a great seer is the persistent
pursuit of the ideal in a concrete and attainable form. There
are those who see visions, but are mere dreamers. She was
practical. Well do | remember when she came down here to
the University to implant her ideal. She was at first received
politely by two presidents and some professors, but she soon
Interested men devoted to pure science and kindled in them
her inspiration. She turned to the women of the State and
set on foot a state-wide political and educational movement
for the realization of her ideal. She bombarded a material-
minded legislature until even that austere body caught the
vision and voted an enthusiastic support.

“Like the firing of guns in the battle, many shots misfired
and her organization at times seemed overformidable, but it
was the expression of a great leader. . . . As | look
back upon these battles for the recognition of a new idea,
| bow in humble respect to her memory.

"She was deeply reverent and could make her appeal to
men and women, cultured and uncultured, with a feeling that
she voiced the spirit of the womanhood of America. She
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inherited the mind of a great general, her father. But there
was nothing masculine about her; she was a woman first, last,
and all the time. When she met a man in a personal inter-
view, he felt himself at once in the presence of a cultured,
intellectual, and highly spiritual woman whose vision was in-
spiring. When she addressed women's clubs, the governor,
and the various bodies of the legislative assemblies, it was
the heart of a woman, with complete presence and seli-
command on the platform, and with great personal charm,
that swayed emotions and carried profound conviction. Men
and women felt humble in her presence.

"In speaking of her virtues, | would not for a moment be-
little the personalities, the labors, and influences of her
co-laborers whose praises | should love to sing. Indeed, the
character of her band of associates is the most splendia
tribute to her generalship. She knew how to enlist the best
of men and women. It is sometimes regarded as a tribute
to an army officer that he insists on commanding from the
front rather than from the rear. This was her merit. It sub-
iected her to many unnecessary perils, but she was that kina
of general. There are women in this audience today who
were right by her side at the front, as courageous and as
effective in the pursuit of their common ideal."”

The University sent condolences to the family of Mrs. Hillis
as follows: '"The State University of lowa mourns with you
in this bereavement. The name of Cora Bussey Hillis will go
down in history as that of the mother in lowa who had a
noble and scientific vision for the welfare of the children
of the State and realized it effectually. The conception of
the lowa Child Welfare Research Station was an original
idea which she not only developed, but promoted effectively,
so that today this Station is known throughout the civilized
world as a pioneer which is rapidly acquiring a large follow-
ing in the great world movement to use scientitic methods
in the betterment of the conditions for child life."

30







Dr. Bird T. Baldwin said in describing Mrs. Hillis and her
work: ""The State and Nation have suffered a great loss in
the death of Mrs. Hillis. She was a woman of tireless energy,
rare vision, an unlimited love for children, and an unbounded
taith in human betterment. While she did not limit her work
to one movement, her predominating interest was in the
conservation and development of normal and superior chil-
dren. For many years she planned and worked for a scien-
titic station for the study of children. After the Station was
established, she worked just as hard to increase its usefulness
trom year to year and to secure funds for its maintenance.
Through her mission for child betterment, she has left behind
her a monument which will last for generation after genera-
tion. Mrs. Hillis 'will live again in hearts made better by her
oresence.” She was one of America's great women."
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REALIZATION OF THE VISION

With the passage of the bill establishing the Station "hav-
ing as its objects the investigation of the best scientific
methods of conserving and developing the normal child, the
dissemination of the information acquired by such investi-
gation, and the training of students for work in such fields,"
the University authorities met to decide how these purposes
were to be carried out. The object of this section of the
history is to tell the story of the Station's attempt to carry
out the charges placed upon it.

ADVISORY BOARD

In June, 1917 President Jessup appointed the first advisory
board of the Station, representing various departments in-
terested in the general field of child welfare. The present
advisory board consists of the administrative heads of the
following units: the Graduate College, the College of Medi-
cine, the College of Dentistry, the College of Education,
the College of Commerce, and the Extension Division.

DIRECTORSHLP

Selection of the Director

The University authorities were faced first of all with the
selection of a director. Dean Seashore stated the principles
upon which the search for a director was to be made: "'l
have come to the conclusion that what we need for the
directorship is a man who can take an inventory of the child
as a whole, his mental and physical aspects from an inten-
sive point of view, for the purpose of organizing and guiding




research on the best proved lines. | am afraid we shall, there-
fore, have to look for a psychologist. 3

In August, 1917, the directorship was oﬁered to Dr. Bird
T. Baldwin. Dean Seashore in describing him said, "He has
worked with the technical phases of the child from various
points of view: biclogical, physical, psychological, and edu-
cational and has shown a remarkable industry and insight
in the interpretation of this work. | believe that he is a man
who has a large vision. He certainly has the large personality
of the Quaker mind." On Auqust 18, 1917, Doctor Baldwin
accepted the directorship.

Perhaps at this point it would be pertinent to include a
brief resume of Doctor Baldwin's career. He was born at
Marshalton, Pennsylvania May 31, 1875, the son of Bird L.
and Sarah R. H. Baldwin. His childhood and early youth

were spent on a farm in the hills of Pennsylvania. Doctor
Baldwin's work
age of seventeen. He was graduated in 1900 from Swarth-
more College where, as he later said, he became 'fascin-
ated with scientific inquiries as opening up an entirely new
world." After graduating from Swarthmore he was super-
vising principal in the Friends' School, Moorestown, New
Jersey, from 1900 to 1902. During 1902-1903 he had a
Swarthmore traveling fellowship and studied at Harvard
where he received his master's degree in 1903. He was then
awarded the Thayer scholarship at Harvard (with assistant-
ship duties in education and psychology), receiving his Ph. D.
there in 1905. His marriage to Claudia Wilbur occurred in
September, 1904.

Atter obtaining his doctor's degree he held a professor-
ship in psychology at the State Normal School, West
Chester, Pennsylvania, from 1905 to 1906. During the sum-
mer of 1906 he studied under Wilhelm Wundt at Leipzig,
Germany. From 1906 to 1910 he was a lecturer in psychol-
ogy and education at Swarthmore College. In 1910 he be-

in education began in country schools at the
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came associate professor of education and head of the
School of the Art of Teaching at the University of Texas.
In 1912 Doctor Baldwin returned to Swarthmore College
where he was professor of psychology and education until
1916. During the summers of 1915 and 1917 Doctor Baldwin
was a lecturer in education at Johns Hopkins University.

After Doctor Baldwin came to lowa City in September
1917, his history and that of the Station were inextricably
bound together.

An Acting Director Appointed

Early in February 1918, Doctor Baldwin was commissioned
a major in the Sanitary Corps of the United States Army
and prepared to leave immediately for service. On Febru-
ary 28, 1918 Protessor Ellsworth Faris of the Department of
Philosophy and Psychology was appointed acting director of
the Station. When Doctor Baldwin returned to lowa City

August |, 1919, Doctor Faris went to the University of Chi-
cago as Professor of Sociology.

Doctor Baldwin States His |deals of the Work

On the occasion of the Station's tenth anniversary ban-
quet, September 30, 1927, Doctor Baldwin said:

It is quite in keeping with the spirit of the Station that a committee
of our students should have initiated, planned, and directed this anni-
versary banquet. You have learned that we have a past and present.
The future is but a continuation of the past and present. Two methods
of approach to our future present themselves: one, an extensive vision
or dream of the future; the other a cross section of conditions as they
are with reference to our immediate plans. Since everyone present is
a part of the Station and the new fellows are beginning their year's
work, | am choosing the latter approach.

| have felt since returning from army service in 1919 that the Uni-
versity at large and the members of other faculties and colleges have
taken a special interest in the success of the Station. . . . But the
future of our scientific work. like the past, rests in a very large measure
on the shoulders of the staff and student body. We have not made
sharp distinctions between faculty and students, since we are all work-

ing together on special problems. | shall emphasize primarily the work
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ot the student body in this address, since the work ot the students
reflects in a large measure the qualifications of the staff.

Our staff consists of twenty members. Our student body at the
present time consists of twenty-two advanced graduate students major-
ing in child welfare, who are registered in research, and sixty-five
students registered in other graduate courses. ;

A large number of our students and former students at the Univer-
sity are at present active members of local and national research soci-
eties, . . . All will contribute materially to the science of child
development and will help to determine the future policies of these
organizations. . .

Qur preschool laboratories have demonstrated their value as re-
search laboratories and training schools. They are changing the atti-
tude of parents and graduate students here: they are changing the
attitudes of seniors in home economics at Ames and of teachers in
training at Cedar Falls. They are modifying kindergartens and are
slowly becoming an integral part of public school systems.

Why have | cited these achievements? Because they give us the
leads to the future. They represent some tangible results of our work
at the Station which is an institution based on co-operative research
and training. You and | are an integral part of the Station, each work-
ing for the benefit of the others in the group. Our methods and policies
have always been, and always will be, as long as | am here, open and
direct, based on confidence and faith in one another. We are dealing
with facts in scientific and service problems in an objective manner.
There is not a single member of our staff who does not keenly appre
ciate this loyalty and fidelity to our work and to our Station. Our oath
of allegiance, seldom expressed verbally, is: Accuracy, persistence,
openmindedness, co-operation, directness, loyalty to the truth as we
find it, faith in the value of what we are doing and in each other's
efforts toward these ends. We have been very fortunate in our staff
and student body.

Our future is clear, at least for two or three years; that is, to con-
tinue and expand our program and to gather together in proper form
the vast amount of data that we have accumulated during the past ter
years. . . .

Our big problem of the future is to reach tar in very definite and
promising directions in the fields of research. Our greatest need for
the future, as in the past, is for constructive imagination and consecu-
tive effort. This is, the ability to see and to formulate basic problems
of permanent worth in child development: to work on them assiduously
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and persistently until they are organized into tangible form for others
to use and improve. | have more faith in our future than | have had
at any period during the past ten years. The University, the state,
and the science of child development expect much. They must not be
disappointed.

Doctor Baldwin's Death

On May |, 1928 Doctor Baldwin went to Cleveland to
speak at the convention of the National Congress of Parents
and Teachers. In Cleveland he contracted erysipelas and
when he returned to lowa City on May 4, he was in a critical
condition. After his return he seemed to improve, but
pneumonia developed and he died May 12, 1928.

At the time of his death Doctor Baldwin had achieved
international recognition in the field of child development.
Dean Seashore said, "In Professor Baldwin a very sensitive
and refined nature found outlet in a scholarly bent; and with
the moral and religious background of the best of Quaker
stock, he found an effective life work in the field of social
and race betterment. In his ten years as head of the lowa
Child Welfare Research Station, he had become the out-
standing national leader in the application of modern science
to child welfare. His work in lowa and in the nation will be
revered in loving remembrance."

The tribute below is taken from a resolution of the Ameri-

can Educational Research Association:

In the untimely death of Doctor Baldwin our Association has sus-
tfained a major loss. His leadership in the field of preschool education
was unquestioned. This leadership was motivated by an abiding faith
in the essential importance of the problems involved and by a realiza-
tion of the pressing need for the solution of these problems. This
leadership was characterized by a ceaseless search for the truth through
conference, insight, and research based on broad and solid foundations
and built with extraordinary zeal and precision. This leadership even-
tuated in techniques useful to his followers, in a research center around
which clustered helpful actualities, and convincing intimations of greater
service in the future, and in published works both voluminous ana
scholarly.




In private life Bird Baldwin was a friend of substance. He lived
deeply and participated in the joys and obligations of society. As a
husband, a father, a citizen, and a neighbor, he typified that excellence
of manhood which is the aim of this Association and of enlightened
education in general.

Doctor Baldwin's Contribution to Child Development

In the 1930 volume of the Journal of Juvenile Research,
Dr. Beth L. Wellman summarized Doctor Baldwin's contribu-

tions to the field of child development as follows:

Bird Thomas Baldwin was a pioneer in many aspects of the scientific
study of child development. His unique position may be attributed
partly to the fact that the times were ripe for such endeavor, but in
the most part to the essential qualities, the basic philosophy, and the
far-reaching vision of the man himself. This paper is an attempt to
present, on the basis of several years of intimate association with him,
an interpretation of the most significant underlying principles in his
point of view.

The position of first director of the first station for the scientific
study of normal and superior children to be established in connection
with a university was fraught with possibilities of administration and
organization of which Doctor Baldwin was well aware. His was the
opportunity to set a pattern for other centers of study that might be
developed, and encourage the growth for the movement to national
rather than local scope. In ten years of this directorship he saw the
staff of the lowa Child Welfare Research Station grow from a small
beginning to a group of over twenty tull time members and as many
more part time assistants and graduate students. He had succeeded
in interesting many specialists in other departments of the university
in joining in co-operative researches; among them were members from
the Departments of Psychology, Speech, Chemistry, Sociology, Home
Economics, the Institute of Character Research, the Colleges of Educa-
tion, Medicine, and Dentistry. The preschool laboratory of the lowa
Station, established in 1921, was the first laboratory to be opened
where the primary purpose was the scientific study of children rather
than turning entirely to service for particular children as has been the
case in England, for example. His influence in bringing the whole field
of child study to a scientific basis can hardly be estimated.

Doctor Baldwin's great interest in co-operation with others in the
field made him largely responsible for the introduction of child develop-
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ment work in the other two state institutions, the lowa State College
of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts and the lowa State Teachers
College, and for the unification of the programs of the three
institutions. As an ardent advocate for the formation of the Child
Development Committee of the National Research Council and as its
first chairman, he played an important part in welding together the
leading centers for study of child development in this country.

In an address given in 1926, Doctor Baldwin summarized his point
of view and the principles upon which the work ot the Station had
been developed.

"|. We have constantly and consistently worked toward an analysis
of individual differences in children based on accurate consecutive
data rather than group methods and mass data, except as supple-
mentary evidence.

"2. We believe in searching for the type zones in various traits in
the development of normal standard children rather than an average
child.

"3. We believe the personality of a child is a complex unity rather
influenced by heredity and environment than an aggregate of disinte-
grated traits.

"4, We are interested in various tests only in so far as they serve
as means for a richer understanding of the child's personality.

"5. We are concerned with the continuity of growth from infancy
rather than setting up arbitrary periods in terms of chronological years.

"6. We believe the empirical experimental method is best adapted
to our long time studies and for ultimately establishing a science of
child development.

"7. We are emphasizing the work with preschool children at
present because we are convinced of the value of prevention and have
faith in the fertility of scientific prediction. We can see the beginnings
of a majority of the problems of youth cropping out during the ages
from one to six. Possible cures and corrective agencies seems to us
expensive, difficult, and usually very uncertain.

"8. We believe the field of child development is the most urgent,
tertile, and productive field for research today. We are interested in
studying chi

dren rather than verifying philosophical, educational, or
social theories.

"9. We believe that research and service should go hand in hand
since the one is stimulated and augmented by the other. While the
two must be co-ordinated the research in child development should be

constantly emphasized, since there are thousands of ready-made dis-
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seminators to one custom-made research worker. The crying need

today is for scientific truths, to replace the idols of the premature

promoter and propagandist.”

A New Leader

The news of Doctor Baldwin's death came as a shock to
his co-workers; his staff experienced mingled feelings of sor-
row, despair, and hopelessness. They were harassed by ques-
tions such as, ""Had this Station been so grandly planned, so
strongly built that it could survive the loss of its great lead-
er?" ""Was this heritage left by Mrs. Hillis and Doctor Bald-
win to be of no avail?" To the latter they said, ""No,"" with
more determination than hope or beliet. The question of the
hour was, ''Could a leader be found?"

A leader was found in the person of Dr. George D.
Stoddard.

The Station could and would go on under this new direc-
tor, in a different way perhaps, but the essentials, the ideals
would be the same; the things that had been achieved would
not be lost and the trail blazed by Mrs. Hillis and Doctor
Baldwin would be followed. Hope and faith in the ultimate
value of the work were renewed as the staff realized Doctor
Stoddard's coming meant evolution rather than revolution in
the ideals for which his predecessors had worked.

Dr. George D. Stoddard, who was appointed acting direc-
tor and later director, was born at Carbondale, Pennsylvania,
October 8, 1897, where he obtained his elementary and high
school training. He spent two years at Pennsylvania State
College majoring in industrial chemistry. After an interrup-
tion in his undergraduate career due to military service dur-
ing the World War, he changed his major to psychology and
education. After obtaining his B. A. degree in 1921, he
taught for a year in the high school at Carbondale. He fol-
lowed this with a year of graduate work in psychology at the
University of Paris, where he received his Diplome in 1923.
In 1925 Doctor Stoddard received his Ph. D. from the State
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University of lowa. Tests from his thesis, entitled "'lowa Place-
ment Examinations,” have been used extensively throughout
the United States. From that time until 1928 he was a staff
member of the departments of psychology and education.
During this tenure he published a number of tests, researches,
and monographs in educational psychology. He was also co-
author of three textbooks.

By 1932 Doctor Stoddard had received recognition in the
field of child development in being elected president of
the National Association for Nursery Education and vice
chairman of the governing board of the National Council
of Parent Education. He also became a member of the
Child Development Committee and the Division of Anthro-
pology and Psychology of the National Research Council,
and was elected to the editorial boards of a number of
journals. In addition, Doctor Stoddard is a member of Sig-
ma Xi, Phi Delta Kappa, the American Psychological Asso-
ciation, and the American Educational Research Association,
and is a fellow in the American Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science. He has contributed to the National
White House Conference on Child Health and Protection
and the lowa White House Conference.

SR F

Of necessity this section is to be limited to the present
staff of the Station. Perhaps to some degree it can be
considered typical of Station staffs in the past. Professors
Daniels, Wellman, and Youtz have served longer and have
seen more of the Station's history unfold than the other

staff members. Indeed, Doctor Daniels represents the first
staff.

Nutrition

Dr. Amy L. Daniels came to the Station July |, 1918 to
carry on and direct research in child nutrition. Her aca-
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demic training included a master of science degree in bio-
chemistry from Columbia University and a doctor's degree
in nutrition from Yale. She had been an assistant professor
of home economics at the University of Missouri and asso-
ciate professor of nutrition at the University of Wisconsin.
Doctor Daniels came to lowa as professor of nutrition and
head of the nutrition division of the Station. Since coming
to the Station she has achieved national recognition for
her work in the nutrition of children. She is assisted by Miss
Mary K. Hutton and Miss Elizabeth M. Knott who obtained
their master's degrees at the University of Wisconsin.

Anthropometry and Physical Growth

Dr. Charles H. McCloy was appointed associate professor
of physical growth in February, 1930. In 1931 he was made
a full professor, dividing his time between the Station and
the Division of Physical Education. His academic training
includes undergraduate work at Marietta College, Ohio, an
M. A. from the same institution, work at Johns Hopkins
Medical College, and a doctor's degree from Teachers
College, Columbia University. He spent thirteen years in
China where he was director of the School of Physical Edu-
cation, National Southeastern University, Nanking. In 1928~
1929 he served as a lecturer in physical education at
Teachers College, Columbia University. Dr. Helen L. Daw-
son joined the Station staff in anthropometry and physical
growth in July, 1932. She recelved her Ph.D. in anatomy
at Washington University, St. Louis. Miss Harriet M. Kelly
is a full-time research assistant in this fiela.

Psychology

Dr. Beth L. Wellman came to the Station as secretary
to the director in 1920 when the Station was beginning its
third year. This introduction stimulated an interest in the
scientific study of children which led to her appointment as
a research assistant. In 1925 Doctor Wellman received her
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Ph. D. degree from the University of lowa and was made
assistant professor in the Station. In 1929 she became asso-
ciate professor. Her major lines of interest are in child
psychology (particularly motor and mental development)
and preschool education. Doctor Stoddard and Dr. Ruth
Updegraff also direct research in the field of child psychol-
ogy.

Dr. Harold M. Williams' special field of interest is the
musical development of young children. Formerly a Na-
tional Fellow in Child Development (1928-1930), he is now
an assistant professor in psychology on the Station staff.

Dr. Harold H. Anderson's major interest is in the field
of mental hygiene and character education. His back-
ground before coming to the Station included work at
Harvard and a Ph. D. from the University of Geneva.

After receiving his Ph. D. degree at Ohio State Univer-
sity, Dr. Orvis C. Irwin was appointed research associate
in infant psychology in 1929. In 1931 he became an assist-
ant professor.

Miss Eva A. Fillmore, one of the authors of "Farm Chil-
dren,' joined the Station staff in 1923. Her major interest
has been clinical and field work in psychology.

Mrs. Helen Garside Kelly acts as statistical consultant in
the Station.

Dr. Harold M. Skeels serves the Station and the lowa
Board of Control on problems of common interest to the
two organizations.

Preschool Education

Doctor Wellman, as chairman of the preschool educa-
tional research committee, is concerned with research in this
field. Dr. Ruth Updegraff, the administrative supervisor of
the preschool laboratories, Is responsible for the co-ordina-
tion of the preschool groups. She has been a member of
the Station staff since 1927. Mrs. Carolyn Bostwick Robin-
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son, Miss Esther Leech, Miss Lulu Palmer, and Miss Bernice
Stormes are the head teachers of First Group, Second
Group or Home Laboratory, Third Group, and Fourth
Group or Junior Primary respectively.

Parent Education

Mrs. May Pardee Youtz came to the Station June |, 1924
as field organizer in parent education. Her academic train-
ing included undergraduate work at Simpson College and
graduate work at Teachers College, Columbia University.
In 1925 she became assistant professor in child study and
parent education. She is co-author of a textbook in this
field and is a member of the National Council of Parent
Education. She is assisted in the service aspects of parent
education by Mrs. Hazel Spencer Schaus.

Dr. Ralph H. Ojemann came to the Station in the fall of
1929 for the purpose of conducting research in parent edu-
cation, having obtained his degree in educational psychol-
ogy at the University ot Chicago.

Publications

The publications division is supervised by Miss Dorothy
E. Bradbury, research associate in publications, assisted by
Miss Helen L. Reich.

RESEARCH AND SERVICE ORGANIZATION

The growth of the research and service organization is
interesting in that it indicates the points of view from which
the staff was studying the child at any given time in the
Station's history.

Doctor Faris stated in a report of the work accomplished

during the first six months that he was in charge:

The staff of the Station consisted on March 5, 1918 (the date
Doctor Baldwin entered the Service of the United States Army) of
the executive secretary, Miss Laura Taft (who has since resigned and
been succeeded by Miss Lillian Filean), and six research assistants
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organized in two divisions. The division of psychology includes four

research assistants. . . . The division of sociology employs two
research assistants.

By 1932 there were seven informal divisions in the Sta-
tion. Child psychology is now interpreted to include social
and personality development, mental development, motor
development, infant psychology, and mental hygiene.
Growth along all lines of research is apparent in Figure |.
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FIGURE |. GROWTH IN THE RESEARCH AND SERVICE ORGANIZATION

By 1933 child psychology was interpreted to include motor and mental develop-
ment, infant psychology, esthetic development, social and personality devel-
opment, and mental hygiene. Sociological studies were absorbed in social
psychology and family research (parent education). In 1925 eugenics was con-
sidered primarily as a factor in other lines of investigation
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ADDITIONAL GRANTS

On November 15, 1919 the Woman's Christian Temper-
ance Union gave the Station $50,000 to be paid in five
annual payments of $10,000. Mrs. Ida B. Wise Smith and
Mrs. Hillis were instrumental in securing the grant. This gift
was used to add to the Station's research facilities along
the line of eugenics.

In February, 1924 and again in April, 1925 the Laura Spel-
man Rockefeller Memorial granted funds to the Station.
These grants supplemented and extended the Station's re-
search program, developed parent education, and made
possible the establishment of the Home Laboratory.

In 1928 the Laura Spelman Rockefeller Memorial, recog-
nizing the significant developments in child research which
already had taken place at lowa, granted a large sum to
the Station for the purpose of intensifying and elaborating
its work. The fund was made available over a ten year
period, the annual sums reaching a plateau in three years
and declining rapidly after six years. It was assumed that
state appropriations would increasingly carry the cost of
the program. At the same time the Spelman fund made
grants of a similar nature to several other research institu-
tions over the country and financed a national committee
for the purpose of co-ordinating such efforts on a large scale.

PLANT AND EQUIPMENT

In this section the plant and equipment as it had de-
veloped by February, 1933 will be described.

The main offices and workrooms, some thirty in number,
occupy the fifth, sixth, and seventh floors of the west wing
of East Hall, the new headquarters of the Graduate College.
In this building are also housed the University departments
of psychology, education, philosophy, speech pathology,
and extension.

The research laboratories of the Station are located four
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blocks from East Hall. There are four separate preschooi
laboratories. Each includes a playroom adjoining an out-
door playground, experimental rooms, and equipment
appropriate to the different age levels. A twelve room
building near the preschool laboratories offers additional
space for experimental purposes. The nutrition laboratory
is housed in a separate building containing a chemical labor-
atory and rooms for animal experimentation. Nearby on
the second floor of the Home Laboratory building is a
nutrition suite designed for the twenty-four hour care of
young children.

LABORATORY FACILITIES

When plans were being laid for the founding of the
Station, Mrs. Hillis recognized the necessity of a laboratory.
In the beginning the Station did not have laboratory faclilities
of its own, but it soon became apparent that they were nec-
essary. Since the founding of the Station the children In the
University Elementary and High Schools have been avail-
able for research projects. During the first six months of
the Station's existence, the primary source of subject ma-
terial for research projects was a psychological clinic.

Preschool Laboratories

In @ memorandum sent to President Jessup June 5, 1920,
Doctor Baldwin stated the need for a preschool laboratory:
"One of the most serious handicaps in the work of the Sta-
tion lies in the fact that we do not have direct access to
a group of normal children under six years of age where the
conditions may be controlled, modified, and repeated for
scientific purposes.”” The actual plan of the laboratories
was outlined on January 27, 1921. A building designed
especially for the needs of young children was built in the
summer of that year, and the preschool opened October
19. Thirty-two children, two to five years of age, were en-
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rolled into two groups, the younger ones coming for the first
half of the morning and the older ones for the last half.
This preschool laboratory was the first laboratory of its kind
established in a university in the United States.

In September, 1922 a third group was added, one for
the five-year-old children (Junior Primary) established in co-
operation with the University Elementary School. In Sep-
tember, 1925 the older group of children in the original
preschool laboratory was separated from the younger ana
was housed in the University Elementary School. Each
assumed a half day schedule. On December |, 1925 the
preschool Home Laboratory was established at 10 East
Market Street. This group assumed a full day's schedule. In
the fall of 1927 the original preschool building (now First
Group) was moved from its location next to the Old Science
Building on North Capitol Street to its present site at ||
East Market Street.

Infant Laboratories

In the fall of 1929 the Station organized the infant labora-
tory as a logical extension downward of the preschool labor-
atories. This is ""maintained for the purpose of obtaining
research data on children from birth up to two years, the
age of entrance into the youngest group of the preschool
laboratories." Physical, mental, medical, and X-ray measure-
ments are included in the general program. Each child is
scheduled for four appointments at two months' intervals
from October to May.

In the same year a laboratory for newborns was estab-
lished in the University Hospital in collaboration with the
Department of Obstetrics.

Nutrition Laboratories

At the present time the nutrition division of the Station
is equipped with three research laboratories: (I) an animal
laboratory for problems in nutrition which may be solved
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by the study of small animals, (2) a metabolism laboratory
for the study of nutrition problems as related to children
tfrom infancy to adolescence, and (3) a chemical laboratory
maintained for use in all nutritional investigations of a bio-
chemical nature. The rat colony includes several hundred
rats. The chemical laboratory is completely equipped for
twelve graduate students.

When Doctor Daniels came to the Station in July, 1918
she brought the nucleus of the present rat laboratory with
her. By September, 1919 she also had access to a few
babies and a chemical laboratory in the pediatrics depart-
ment of the University Hospital. In the fall of 1929 the
nutrition division was shifted from the Children's Hospital
to the Home Laboratory and a remodeled building at 7
East Market Streef.

Co-operating Laboratories
In April, 1925 the Station was designated by the State

Board of Education as the co-ordinating center for a state-
wide program of parent training and child development. In
terms of research this has meant the availability of the facili-
ties of the institutions involved, lowa State Teachers Col-
lege, lowa State College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts,
and the University, for co-operative projects.

Since July, 1932 a new staff member in child psychology
has served jointly the Board of Control and the Station.
This arrangement has facilitated child research at the lowa
Soldiers' Orphans' Home at Davenport and the lowa
Orphans' Home at Toledo.

RESEARCH

The First Six Months

Six months after coming to lowa City, Doctor Baldwin
stated the basis of the research he was directing in a report
to President Jessup:



The ultimate purpose of the Station is to become the
state laboratory for the scientific study of the so-called normal child.
To accomplish this end, we propose:

(1) To emphasize consecutive studies for a series of years on the
same group of children under standardized conditions which will enable
the tests and measurements to be repeated, controlled, and modified
according to the problem under investigation;

(2) To begin the work with early infancy and emphasize the pre-
school age, since there are no well-organized facilities and methoas
of study for this particular age;

(3) To correlate and co-ordinate all the activities of the Station
around the individual child;

[4) To disseminate through the Extension Division of the Univer-
sity, the results of the investigations carried on in the Station.

1918-1923

In @ memorandum sent to President Jessup December 24,
1919, Doctor Baldwin said:
The work of the Station is now falling into four main basic problems:
|. Norms for normal and superior children

a. Physical
b. Mental
c. Social
d. Moral

||, Exhaustive researches on the child entering school
IIl. The nutrition of the young chila
IV. Eugenics of the preschool chila
a. Biological heredity
b. Social development
In the fall of 1921, a five year study on the health of
children in the public schools was undertaken by the Eliza-
beth McCormick Memorial Fund. Doctor Baldwin was tech-
nical consultant for the study and also supervised the an-

thropometric measurements.

In February, 1923 Doctor Baldwin summarized the work
of the Station as follows:

The Station now has five organized divisions working on the prob-

- [ & % ® T 1 |
lems of child betterment. The Divisions of Anthropometry and Psychol-

ogy are determining standards on the physical and mental growth of
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children and the relation of the two. It has been shown that children
physically underdeveloped are very susceptible to disease and pro-
nounced physical defects, and do, as a rule, poor work in school. Good
health and good mentality go together. The Station now has many
thousand measurements on the same children for several years and has
developed standards of physical development. These standards have
just been adopted by the National Child Health Council, which in-
cludes all the leading health organizations in America.

In mental development, new standards have also been set up for
psychological examination of children. The preschool laboratory is
the first in this country to make detailed, intensive studies of children
from two to five years of age.

The Nutrition Division is making valuable discoveries in determin-
ing growth stimulating foods, the effect of foods on the development
of the teeth, bones, and the prevention of diseases, particularly scurvy,
rickets, and diabetes.

The Sociology Division has been investigating conditions under
which lowa children are born and live, the types of individuals who
are becoming parents, the influence of migration in lowa. It is also
working out important ways in which normal social development can
be fostered.

The Division of Eugenics is working on the influence of heredity
and environment for race betterment.

The Station serves as a co-ordinating center in the University for
ali types of work in the welfare of children through its intimate con-
tact with the Colleges of Medicine, Dentistry, Education, and tha
Extension Division of the University. The Research Station holds clinics
for:

(1) Physical development of children

(2) Mental development of normal, superior and defective children

(3) Physical examination of children

(4) Nutrition clinics for infants and school children. ,

At this time plans were formulated for a study of the
rural child. The idea of studying rural child life was a logical
outgrowth of some of the earliest plans to which the Station
had committed itself. As stated previously, mention had
been made of "surveys of actual conditions of child life."
The general aims and methods were in harmony with the

expressed beliefs of both Doctor Baldwin and Mrs. Hillis.
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Community support was enlisted for the study on the basis
of broad humanitarian interests; this work was to help the
children of the future.

In June, 1923 Doctor Baldwin sent President Jessup the

following memorandum relative to the rural survey:

Our investigation on the rural child in lowa is coming along nicely.
We have selected Sumner Township in lowa County for preliminary
study and expect to add Hilton Township later.

A map has been constructed showing land ownership, size of farms
and residences: schools have been charted, also churches, organiza-
tions, amusement centers, newspapers, banks, hospitals, training cen-
ters, transportation, etc. The nationality and number of children in
each family is now being determined.

We now have detailed outlines and programs for following the
various divisions of the Station and the University: (I) charts show-
ing topography and geological formation of the township, (2) histori-
cal background, (3) sociological outline, (4) nutritional outline, (5) medi-
cal examination, (6) dental examination, (7) maternity and infant wel-
fare, (8) heredity and eugenics, (9) psychopathic examination, (I0)
psychological examination, (I1) educational examinations, (12) speech
examinations, and (13) musical examinations. . . .

In the spring of 1923 Dr. Lewis M. Terman invited
Doctor Baldwin to co-operate in a comprehensive investiga-
tion of a group of intellectually gifted children whom he had
selected in California. The problem assigned to Doctor
Baldwin was to make an anthropometric study of the status

of the physical growth of these children. The anthropometric
measurements of the children were made by Dr. Beth L.

Wellman.
|1925-192/7

Investigations carried on in the laboratories during 1925-
1926 included the following:

. Measurements of physical development and status
|, Health status and behavior
2. Physical growth
3. Development of teeth
4. Physical status
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Il. Measurements of mental traits and development
|. Intelligence and learning

2. Motor control and form perception
3. Motor co-ordination

4, Perception and association

5. Language

6. Concepts

7. Social and personality traits
Ill. Special studies
IV. Studies in the development of infants

In a report to the Laura Spelman Rockefeller Memorial
submitted in October, 1927 Doctor Baldwin stated: "A
brief description of all the research projects in progress at
the lowa Child Welfare Research Station was submitted to
the Memorial last spring; . . . At that time [37 major
and minor studies in child development (including researches
in progress, completed, and in process of publication)
were being carried out by members of the staff, graduate
students, and investigators from other divisions and colleges
of the University. Some of the studies have been continued
for a period of several years. The list includes 104 studies
in the mental and social development of young children,
seventeen in physical development, twelve in nutritional de-
velopment, and four in special projects in parent education.

. . . This research work furnishes the laboratory training
tor our graduate students, the foundation for our courses in
child development, and the basis of our service and parent
education work in the state."

[ b= 19 352

By 1931-1932 the Station was conducting research in the
following divisions (The number of studies reported by each
division is given in parentheses.): nutrition (six studies), an-
thropometry and physical growth (thirty studies), child psy-
chology (sixty-four studies), childhood education (sixteen
studies), parent education (eleven studies), and character
education (fifteen studies). In addition, ten studies were
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carried on in co-operation with other University departments.
A total of 152 studies was listed. Of this number, fifty-three
were completed and published or accepted for publication,
thirty-four were completed, and sixty-five were in progress.

The Nutrition Division was carrying on six studies of certain
phases of the metabolic processes of infants and the con-
ditions affecting these processes. One ot the six investiga-
tions was unpublished and five were in progress.

Research in physical growth and anthropometry tollowed
the policy of emphasizing studies which lead fo a better
knowledge of the physical status of the individual child. The
aim of all the studies was the physical welfare ot the chila.
The task of the physical growth workers was to attempt not
only the wider and more complete development of the phy-
sical panel, but to make it contribute to the other aspects
of the child's developing character. Thirty studies were re-
ported (five completed and published or accepted for pub-
lication, six completed and unpublished, and nineteen in
progress).

The sixty-four investigations undertaken in chila psychol-
ogy during the year 1931-1932 were classified under the
headings: mental development (twenty-four studies), motor
development (six studies), infant psychology (twenty-three
studies), esthetic development (four studies), social and
personality development (four studies), and mental hygiene
(three studies). For the most part, these researches fell into
patterns or programs built around certain emphases or con-
tent, although a few investigations were more isolated in
approach. More investigations were made on the preschool
child than on the other ages, but all ages from birth fo
adolescence were studied.

Researches in the field of childhood education (sixteen
studies) were co-ordinated and integrated by the preschool
education research committee. One of the major under-
takings of the committee was the completion of the manual
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of preschool practices, putting it into book form under the
title ""Educating the Preschool Child."

The studies in parent education (eleven studies) included
research in curriculum materials, studies in methods of teach-
ing and learning, and studies ot the home environment and
family life. Considerable attention was directed during the
year toward the development of a method of curriculum
construction. The findings of many of the research studies
were immediate contributions tfo an improved program for
the education of parents.

Beginning September |, 1931, the work in character edu-
cation conducted by the University was transferred to the
Station. Work in character education had been a part of
the curriculum of the University since 1923. An Institute of
Character Research was authorized by the State Board of
Education in 1927. When the separate institute was discon-
tinued, the investigation and teaching of character educa-
tion was continued in the Station as being the most appro-
priate division in the University for the purpose. The main
lines of investigation in this field were laid down by Professor
Edwin D. Starbuck as follows:

|. The analysis of character

2. The genetic psychology of morals

3. The study of attitudes

4. Studies in the selection, ranking, and grade placement of
materials

5. The investigation of the methods proposed or in vogue for
moral training, the attempt to measure results

1°9:3: 3

In a report made by Doctor Stoddard on January 14,
1933 a total of ninety-two researches were listed as being
in progress. This list excluded completed research and re-
searches in process of publication. Five of these were In
nutrition, twenty-five in anthropometry and physical growth,
forty-one in child psychology (including eleven in mental
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development, four in motor development, ten in infant psy-
chology, six in mental hygiene, five in esthetic develop-
ment, and five in social and personality development), eight
in preschool education, eleven in parent education, and two
in character education.

DISSEMINATION OF KNOWLEDGE

The activities of the Station concerned with dissemina-
tion of knowledge acquired through research can be classi-
fied as: parent education, lowa Conference on Child Devel-
opment and Parent Education, publications, radio talks,
exhibits, and lectures. Since the earliest years, lectures, pub-
lications, courses, and exhibits have been made available to
increasing numbers of people. In 1924 supervised child study
was organized on the group basis. Radio lectures were tried
in 1925 and expanded to include group radio child study in
1933. The state conference on child development ana parent
education was originated in 1927 and has been held annually
in lowa City since that time.

Parent Education

Following the establishment of the Station, it was recog-
nized that the part of its program which included dissemina-
tion of knowledge might be greatly supplemented by a ser-
vice which would make available directly to parents the best
current thought and scientific data regarding child develop-
ment. The organization of child study groups seemed to
offer an excellent medium for this form of service.

Accordingly, on February 13, 1924 Doctor Baldwin sent
to President Jessup plans for further co-operation between
the Station and the Extension Division in disseminating prac-
tical information throughout the state. This plan was a first
step in the direction of a parent education division. The
purpose of the child training groups was "to instruct young
mothers in the care and training of children.”
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In February, 1924 Mrs. May Pardee Youtz was appointed
field organizer and was sent to Columbia University to take
the first course offered in "training for leadership in the
education of parents." After a semester at Columbia she
took up her duties at the University. During the first year
of the division (1924—1925) nineteen study groups were or-
ganized in various parts of the state.

Representatives from the three state educational institu-
tions met on April 21, 1925 to discuss the child development
and parent training work. The following is a memorandum
of that meeting:

Since the lowa Child Welfare Research Station has been estab-
lished by the State Legislature under the State Board of Education
for the scientific investigation of the development of normal and
superior children, for the dissemination of such information and the
training of leaders of this field, and has expanded its work to include
Parent Training Study Groups throughout the State, in co-operation
with the Extension Division of the University, it should be the function
of the lowa Child Welfare Research Station in the new state-wide
program:

|. To act as a co-ordinating, supervisory center for the state-wide

program of parent training and child development

Il. To develop research in this field and train advanced leaders

lll. To continue to develop its present preschool home laboratories

and other lines of research and demonstration

IV. To carry on extension service with the direct co-operation of

the extension services of the University, the lowa State
College, and lowa State Teachers College

During 1925-1926 parent education work was begun in
Des Moines and Council Bluffs. The aim in each of these
two citles was to set up an experimental situation in co-
operation with the school board and Parent-Teacher Asso-
ciation in order to determine the best methods of stimulat-
ing and directing parents in the field of child study. Work
in these centers began in September, 1925 under resident
directors. The close of the three year period of experimen-
tation for the two field laboratories on July |, 1928 brought

the necessity of deciding what follow-up plan was feasible.
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At this meeting the following general plan was adopted,

subject to modifications to meet individual needs:

Local leaders in Des Moines and Council Bluffs were to be chosen
at the discretion of the local director of child study and the superin-
tendent of schools; these leaders were to attend the State University
of lowa or other approved universities for the summer session of 1928
fo take training for the leadership of groups; they were to be given
a scholarship for this summer session, varying in amount according to
conditions; they were to lead study groups under supervision in their
respective communities throughout the next year; and if they met
certain conditions and were successtul they were to be returned to
the University for a second summer session of training. Both scholar-
ships for the summer session work and a bonus through the year were
to be paid by the lowa Child Welfare Research Station.

The standards which were agreed upon as a basis for
carrying on work in the state as revised in 1931-1932 are

as follows:

|. Enrollment: A minimum of fifteen members are to be actually
enrolled before the first study meeting. If necessary to
make people acquainted with parent education, extra
organization meetings and perhaps a demonstration lesson
are to be arranged.

2. Attendance: An average attendance of ten is required. If it
falls below this figure for three successive meetings, the
group Is to be consolidated with another group.

3. Number and frequency of lessons in a year: Minimum to be
eight lesson meetings, every two weeks, beginning October
or November and omitting Christmas time.

4. Visitors: A regular meeting in the spring is to be designated
visitors' day. Visiting at other meetings should be discour-
aged as it is in most classes.

5. Leaders are to be paid. This expense is to be borne by local

people.
6. Levels of instruction: There are three courses of stuay [, lI,
and |ll, denoting study of preschool, school, anad adoles-

cent child. Each course has two levels: B, beginning ana
A, advanced study. No member who has not had B work
is to be admitted to an A course; where at all possible,
members should take courses in the sequence |, II, lll.
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fundamental to the undertaking of such a program in any

community.

8. Formation of a city or town committee of organizations inter-
ested in the work is also essential.

9. The responsibility of the University for the work is fo train and
supervise local leaders; to bear incidental expenses; to
supply records, forms, etc. which are to be kept for the
University; and fo carry on co-operative research projects.

Under this plan thirty-one groups were conducted in the
state on a trained, paid leadership basis, during 193 1-1932.
Additional groups were carried by staff members of the
division as research projects. The groups carried all the
financial responsibility and met other requirements as set
up by the Station. This was the first year all financial respon-
sibility rested with the communities. There was a total of
748 people enrolled for study in thirty-six groups in nine
centers. Three courses of study were offered in the study
groups: (l) the infant and preschool child, (2) the school
child, (3) the adolescent.

lowa Conference on Child Development and
Parent Education

One of the important events of 1926 was the organiza-
tion ot the lowa Council for Child Study and Parent Educa-
tion. On September 24, 1926 a small group of represen-
tatives from eight organizations in lowa whose programs
included activities in child study and parent education met
at the invitation of Doctor Baldwin. As a result, it was unani-
mously agreed to form a state council consisting of the
represented organizations as charter members and such
other organizations as might be added later.

The original eight organizations were:

The American Association of University Women in lowa
The Women's Division of the lowa Farm Bureau Federation
The lowa Federation of Women's Clubs

The lowa Congress of Parents and Teachers

The Woman's Christian Temperance Union of lowa
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The Extension Service of the lowa State College of Agriculture and
Mechanic Arts

The lowa State Teachers College

The lowa Child Welfare Research Station and the Extension Division
of the State University of lowa

Seven organizations have since been added:

The lowa State Department of Health

The lowa State Department of Public Instruction

The Bureau of Child Welfare in the lowa State Board of Control

The lowa State Teachers Association

The lowa State Conference of Social Work

The lowa Playground and Recreation Association

The lowa Tuberculosis Association

It was decided at the September 24, 1926 meeting of
the Council that one of its functions was to be a state con-
ference on child study and parent education. The first lowa
Conference on Child Development and Parent Education
was held in lowa City, June 23, 24, and 25, 1927. The confer-
ence was divided into two parts, general lectures and rouna
table sessions. Three round table discussions, one on each
day of the conference, were planned to include eight topics:
physical development of the child, mental development of
the child, moral, religious, and social development of the
child, emotional development of the child, home and family
life, home and community life, child study groups, and teach-
ing and extension work in child development. Approximately
300 persons attended this first conference.

So enthusiastic was the response of those attending the
first conference, that it seemed desirable to continue it as
an integral part of a state-wide program in child study and
parent education. Each succeeding year the Council has
sponsored a conterence.

A new attendance record was set at the Sixth Annual lowa
Conference on Child Development and Parent Education
with 715 persons registered for the sessions which were held
in lowa City, June 21, 22, and 23, 1932. The subject matter

of lectures and discussions included aspects of mental hy-
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giene, social hygiene, family relations, nutrition, and soci-
ological and economic conditions in their bearing upon child
development and the education of parents.

Publications

Publications as a means of dissemination of knowledge
have held an important place in the Station's activities. By
1926 it took the full time of a staff member to prepare
materials for publication. This new specialization of duties
resulted in a division of the Station concerned with activities
which had previously been allocated to many different
people on the staff. These duties consist essentially of the
editing and preparation of research material for publication,
the preparation of popular material based on research pub-
lications, compilation of bibliographies and bibliographical
service to lay and research persons interested in the field,
issuing administrative and descriptive bulletins, preparation
of reports of the Station's activities, and the direction of
publicity for conferences, radio talks, and various publica-
tions.

In April, 1921 the first number of the University of lowa
Studies in Child Welfare appeared, Doctor Baldwin's classic
study "Physical Growth from Birth to Maturity." By 1924
twelve studies had been added. From 1924 to 1928 four
additional studies were published. In the following four
years, ten more appeared. In January, 1933 six additional
studies were in press and three others were being pre-
pared for publication. A book by Doctor Baldwin and
Doctor Stecher on the "Psychology of the Preschool Child"
appeared in 1924. In September, 1930 the rural survey was
published by D. Appleton and Company under the title
"Farm Children'" with Dr. Bird T. Baldwin, Miss Eva A. Fill-
more, and Miss Lora Hadley listed as authors.

The majority of the research studies are published in
technical journals. Popular presentations of material are
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published in popular and semitechnical journals and in Uni-
versity of lowa Extension Division bulletins. Beginning in
1928 a series of four descriptive bulletins were issued: pre-
school laboratories, parent education, research in child de-
velopment and parent education, and publications. In 1932
a new series of popular bulletins called "Child Weltare
Pamphlets'" was established. The first fifteen bulletins of the
series published during 1931-1932 were popular presenta-
tions of the findings of the National White House Confer-
ence on Child Health and Protection. Additional pamphlets
are to be issued from time to time.

By January, 1933 the Station staff had issued 513 indivi-

dual publications.

Radio

Radio was first used by the Station as a means of dissem-
inating information about child development and parent
education during the academic year 1925-1926. From Octo-
ber 5, 1925 to June |, 1926 a series of sixteen radio talks
entitled "Education for Parenthood' was broadcast over
WSUI by the Station in co-operation with the Extension Divi-
sion. The Station did not give another series of radio talks
until 1928—1929. These were continued the following year.

Throughout the year 1930-1931 a radio program was
given in co-operation with the Extension Division, the lowa
Congress of Parents and Teachers, and the University radio
station WSUl. Members of the Station staft were respon-
sible for the programs, while the Extension Division and the
lowa Congress of Parents and Teachers afforded publicity.

Throughout the academic year 1931-1932 and the first
term of the 1932 summer session, a weekly radio program
was given. The program, "Understanding Your Child," was
carried out with the co-operation of the staff and graduate
students of the Station and five other departments in the
University.
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In the spring of 1932 a study was carried on in lowa City
and Muscatine to determine the proportion of the general
population listening to the lectures and the attitudes of the
listeners toward the program. These results indicated that
a significant proportion of families within the range of the
Station was listening to the programs. It was realized that
the range could be extended if they were also broadcast
from station WOI at Ames. Accordingly, in the fall of 1932
a co-operative arrangement with the Child Development
Department of lowa State College was completed whereby
the Station and the Child Development Department each
contributed lectures. Copies of the talks were distributed
free upon request.

The second procedure to increase the effectiveness of the
radio service, which resulted in the organization of the Radio
Child Study Club for parents, arose from the conception of
the radio as a connecting link between the laboratory where
new developments are made and homes where children are
being guided. Groups of ten or more parents organized
themselves in study clubs throughout the state and were
supplied with reading materials in addition to the lectures.

Exhibits

Exhibits have long proved to carry a special appeal. Dur-
ing 1931-1932 extensive exhibits were prepared for the
lowa State Fair, the lowa White House Conference on Child
Health and Protection, and the Sixth Annual lowa Confer-
ence on Child Development and Parent Education. The
aim of all exhibits is to present in a comprehensible form
some of the more important problems under investigation
in each division of the Station. Results obtained through
observation of the effectiveness of different types of ex-
hibits form the bases for their continual revision. Station
exhibits are loaned upon request to any interested organiza-
tion.
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Lectures

The Station's staff has been called upon for lectures be-
fore many local and national organizations. The importance
of this means of dissemination of knowledge was realized
from the beginning. Every year talks are made before
parent-teacher groups, women's clubs, service clubs, child
study clubs, and educational organizations.

TRAINING OF STUDENTS

As an Integral part of the Graduate College, the Station
offers courses leading to the degrees of Master of Arts and
Doctor of Philosophy. The '"training of students for work
in such fields'' as are represented by the Station will be
considered under the following headings: courses and enroll-
ment, research assistantships, and degrees granted.

Courses and Enrollment

In the report of the work of the Station during the first
six months, Doctor Baldwin stated the policy in regard to
the glving of courses:

Since the function of the Station is fundamentally in research, no
effort will be made to offer courses in academic branches of instruc-

tion, but from time to time research courses and seminars will be
offered by members of the staff.

In a bulletin issued in 1932, "Research in Child Develop-
ment and Parent Education," Doctor Stoddard again stated
this policy:

The Station makes direct provision for only a small number of
specialized graduate courses, as the student is expected to receive
his basic training in other departments. Thus a student majoring in
child psychology will be registered for the fundamental courses in the
Department of Psychology.

Actual data on the number of students and the courses
offered are given in Table | and Figure 2. The student enroll-
ment increased steadily from 1917 to 1933 with variations
due to changes in number of courses oftered.
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Research Assistantships

At the present time half-time research assistantships are
open to students who are qualified for research and service
in the fields represented in the Station. Through co-operative
projects there are also opportunities in psychology of art,
music and speech, and sociology. A bachelor's degree is a
prerequisite, while a master's degree in one of the fields
listed above or in a related field such as psychology or
education is very helpful. A research assistant is expected
to work toward the doctor's degree.

A half-time research assistant may carry a maximum of
ten hours graduate work, and is expected to devote from
three to four hours per day to work in progress at the Sta-
tion. This work is usually closely allied to the student's chief
interests and contributes directly to his training.

Degrees Granted

Since the establishment of the Station twenty-four Doctor
of Philosophy, forty-six Master of Arts, and two Master of
Science degrees have been granted. The first doctor's de-
gree awarded in child welfare at any university was awarded
by the Station to Hornell Norris Hart in February, [1921.
His thesis topic was '"Selective Migration as a Factor In
Child Welfare in the United States with Special Reference
to lowa." The first doctor's degree in parent education was
received by Katharine Wood Hattendorf in July, 1930. Her
dissertation was entitled "The Effectiveness of a Home Pro-
gram for Mothers in Sex Education.”
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ANEGOK "TO THE FUTURE

We have seen that by the act of the General Assembly
of lowa, April 21, 1917 the activities of the lowa Child
Welfare Research Station were defined as 'the investi-
gation of the best scientific methods of conserving and
developing the normal child, the dissemination of the infor-
mation acquired by such investigation, and the training of
students for work in such fields."

Certain policies which have already been implanted should
be systematically maintained. They are closely knltted to
our legislative mandate. They show what is expected of the
Station. Viewed not as a set of discrete statements but as
a dynamic, interrelated pattern, these eleven points consti-

tute a tremendous responsibility of the Station to the people
of lowa.

l. A prime emphasis upon normal children, with due regard for the
tact that normality is not a fixed point but covers a considera-
ble range of development and behavior.

Il. The carrying on of research through first-hand contact with
children, individually and in groups, homes and special envi-
ronments.

lll. A research attack on the basic questions in child development
with special reference to the fields of nutrition, physical
growth, child psychology, preschool education, parent educa-
tion, and character education. Child psychology is a generic
term taken to include (from birth to adulthood) mental, motor,
and esthetic development, personality, behavior, and mental
hygiene.

IV. Inclusion of long-time studies on the same children in order to
gain the benefits of the genetic as well as the statistical and
experimental approaches. Such studies indicate the ways in
which children grow.

V. Inclusion of studies which can be run co-operatively with related




departments in the University, such as pediatrics, dentistry
speech pathology, physiclogy, psychology, psychiatry, sociol-

ogy, and education.
VI. For all projects scientific validity within a branch of science
represented in the concepts ot child development and child

welfare. This means that research activity will be conducted

along national as well as local lines.

VIl. The elaboration of studies on the child from birth through
adolescence to include persons and conditions affecting the
child as evidenced in family, community, or institutional life.

VIIl. The training of workers and leaders primarily at the higher pro-
fessional levels, thus eliminating overlapping with other state
institutions whose object is the training of students at the
undergraduate and early graduate levels. This gives assurance
that the time ot staft members will be devoted primarily to

» i . EE | j® . . fFu ' . .
the first object of the Station — scientific investigation. Buf

! ] . : - | ! |
the education of lowa parents is carried on at levels appro-

S
priate to their interests and needs.
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IX. A continuance ot the research and service relationship with

n
lowa State College and lowa State Teachers College designed
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to allocate functions. The idea of the Station as the co-ordi-

child development among

Flc'-!"rir"q center tor work in the :I_ :
C

the three institutions is embodied in a resolution of the
Board ot Education passed in 1925.

X. Maintenance of close relationships with other state organiza-
tions and agencies interested in the development and weltare
of children. This is accomplished in part by co-operative
action in such enterprises as the lowa White House Confer-
ence on Child Health and Protection, and is an ongoing
responsibility of the Station in the lowa State Council ot Child
Study and Parent Education.

f popu

X|. The maintenance of a service o arization and aissemination
of information on child and family life, with special reterence
to the needs of lowa people. This is accomplished by parent
education supervision and the wide distribution of popularized
studies, by special articles, bulletins and pamphlets, and by
a series of conferences, demonstrations, and radio talks.

I R S R

This Is not the place to describe the laboratories and
projects, nor the persons who are giving their lives to mak-
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ing real the implications of the Station's program. [t is a
long and difficult way from the incipient idea of a scientific
study in child development to its final execution and pro-
mulgation for public welfare. Beside the research workers
there must be a smoothly functioning corps of laboratory,
secretarial. and clerical assistants without whom much time
would be wasted and the whole machinery of research pro-
duction and distribution would break down. It is sufficient
to say that the Station has been fortunate In building up
gradually a staff of loyal workers including nationally recog-
nized experts in each of its special fields of endeavor.

But a few developments illustrative of modern trends in
stimulating and co-ordinating research in child development
may be of interest.

Joint research assistantships as between the Station and
other departments of the University have been established.
Thus a full-time research assistant in pediatrics divides his
time between the Department of Pediatrics and the Station.
In this way the Station gains expert attentlon for certain
problems in the medical examination of children while the
pediatrician-in-training is able to round out his experience
through actual work with normal children. Similarly workers
have been engaged from the departments of physiology.
dentistry, speech pathology, and psychology.

One of the most difficult but essential problems in plan-
ning an effective research program is to direct the energy
of each staff member and student toward the most press-
ing problems and toward problems which are not being
systematically developed elsewhere. Any other policy
would lend to triviality or duplicative waste. It is important
to discover not only that which most acutely affects the
growth and welfare of children but to relate such discoveries
to the work of other people in other institutions.

It may be predicted that work in child development and
child welfare will be brought increasingly to the attention
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nevertheless consistent with the spirit of its founding. A few
projections of this sort will bear mention.

In the first place the Station should be more fully utilized
as a research arm of the state. This means that projects
would be brought to the Station on the initiative of other
state departments, institutions, or communities. These prob-
lems might cover such things as the conditioning factors in
child development and behavior, the administration of
special educational projects, the analysis of community influ-
ences on children, the analysis of conditions in institutions,
and the initiation or revision of laws.

If the projects are small and clean-cut, they may be
accepted by the staff as a part of the reqular program of
Station investigation. When large they would call for special
appropriations and arrangements for state-wide or even
national co-operation. In short, it is believed that all the
educational and welfare work of the state should be consi-
dered an appropriate field for scientific investigation leading
to a better understanding of the problems involved and to
improvements in organization and method. The splendid
contacts already established between the Station and cer-
tain institutions under the Board of Control (beginning with
the lowa Soldiers' Orphans' Home) show the fruitfulness of
such interaction.

What is really needed is a standing commission on child
welfare, distinct on the one hand from the immediate research
or academic institutions and on the other from the shifting
political fortunes of individuals or parties. The peculiar and
permanent function of such a commission would be to act
as an agent of the state in transforming knowledge and ex-
perience into realistic social and political action. I+ would
enable the road between research and rural, municipal, or
legislative proposal to be well-traveled in both directions.

Throughout its existence the Station has been conspicu-
ously modest in its appropriations for housing. Here and
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there over the country there are examples of elaborate buil-
dings and grounds devoted to the education and study of
preschool children. In some cases an effective and delight-
ful environment has been created, but it is fair to say that in
others the achievement has been more spectacular than real.
It is generally held that the Station has not erred in devoting
a very large proportion of its resources to personnel and to
the facilitation of research.

Nevertheless, in the light of present knowledge, a model
preschool environment for children from the ages of two to
tive, inclusive, could be established at little excess cost over
the present heterogeneous arrangements. The idea would
be to provide not a static exhibit of the externals, but a fit
framework for a type of professional teaching and gquidance
peculiar to the needs of these young children. Stress would
be placed on simplicity, economy, and attractiveness. The
necessary laboratories, testing rooms, and clinical arrange-
ments for the carrying on of research projects would be
provided for. The whole plan would afford, in the present, a
living demonstration of future provisions for the group edu-
cation and guidance of lowa children. |ts closeness to the
source of research activity would safequard it against super-
ficiality and degeneration. It would be made to grow with
the times. Moreover, such a plan as worked out in detail,
with first attention to the comfort and happiness of young
children, would hold innumerable suggestions for the rearing
of preschool children in the ordinary home environment.

Certain workers in other departments have been desig-
nated as research affiliates in the Station for carrying on
projects in the field of child development. Retference has
already been made to these co-operative ventures. Every-
where the scientific status of the professional people Is
preserved, since they carry out these projects in their own
laboratories and in accordance with the techniques or stan-
dards appropriate to their specialty. However, projects in
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child welfare would not ordinarily fall within the scope of a
single department and would not be undertaken without
Station orientation.

So great are the implications of child weltare that a devel-
opment analogous to the growth of composite research
institutes in various universities may be feasible for the Uni-
versity. If there is one noticeable tendency among the great
universities of the country at the present time, it is the build-
ing up of some system whereby departmental lines are
broken down in order to insure co-operation on great pat-
terns. Nowhere is this truer than in the field of human sci-
ence and human welfare. The concept of child devel-
opment and welfare, as embodied in the Station's
program, may possibly invite such co-ordination on a large
scale, not by merging departments (for some must still be
anatomists and others lawyers regardless of names), but by
combining forces. To one familiar with the outcomes of
many such instances of interdepartmental enterprise within
the Unlversity such a proposal appears not the least radical,
but rather a recognition of well-established policy. It is a
policy at once strengthening and inspiring in the administra-
tion of the University.

* ok Kk ok ok

Every new service undertaken to deepen our knowledge of
children, to provide better for their development and quid-
ance, introduces a line of research projects; for example, as
to how, with what effect, or under what circumstances.
The work is ongoing. There is no place where we can
say, 'Now we know enough about children; let us stop the
research and put what we know into effect.'” Knowledge is
more fluid and dynamic than that: the very putting of any-
thing into effect in child life is analogous to a great engi-
neering project calling for up-to-date, unique information at
every point.

Moreover child research, like medical research, cannot be
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