
IVRS Helps Build Business after Injury

When the collapse came, Jack Quick thought his wife was having a stroke.

“I couldn’t even hold a coffee cup,” June Quick recalled last month. “I just felt like
spaghetti in my whole body.”

By the time she was wheeled into surgery, Quick was paralyzed, the apparent victim
of a neck injury that shattered during treatment, sparking damage to her brain and
spinal cord. Over the next seven months, a long line of occupational, physical, and
speech therapists paraded through the Quick home to help her relearn how to walk,
talk, and even breathe. Roughly 18 months later, she still is weak – still gets
headaches, still gets a little wobbly at times, still speaks differently and faces severe
limits on how much she can lift.

But today, with the help of Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation Services (IVRS) and
partner/experts at the Drake University small business accelerator program, June
Quick is learning something else: How to run her own company.

Click here to keep reading.

https://www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov/ivrs-helping-build-business-after-injury?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


VIDEO: State Fair Veterans Parade

You can never get too much of the Iowa State Fair. Click the image above to learn
more about the IWD staff who walked in the Veterans Day parade this year and how
IWD can help veterans.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&v=fMT2VjwamUg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&v=fMT2VjwamUg


Iowa Offers
Assistance
to Yellow
Corp.
Workers
Iowa Workforce
Development,
IowaWORKS, and Iowa
Economic Development
Authority staff reached
out earlier this month to
some of the estimated
30,000 workers
(including several
hundred in Iowa) who are
impacted by the
shutdown of Yellow Corp.

IowaWORKS hosted a
webinar on September 6
to help affected workers
understand the benefits
of living and working in
Iowa. The event included
discussion of quality of
life and available
economic incentives.

Iowa Workforce
Development and the
state’s IowaWORKS job
centers provide a host of
resources to help
workers transition to a
new career. These
include:

Dedicated Career
Planners to help
match individuals
match their skills
with the Iowa
companies who
need people.
Job search,
resume, and
interviewing
workshops (in-
person and online)

James Williams is New
Administrator of IVRS
IWD is pleased to welcome James Williams, Ed.D.,
who will start work next month as the new Division
Administrator overseeing Iowa Vocational
Rehabilitation Services.

Williams previously was CEO of Bloom Consulting in
Round Rock, Texas – a firm that specializes in
providing vocational services, evaluations, and training
to individuals with disabilities, particularly those
diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder.

Williams is a Certified Rehabilitation Counselor, an
Advanced Certified Autism Specialist, and a certified
Special Education Teacher. He describes himself as a
“proud former recipient” of vocational rehabilitation
services, with his own history going through the
vocational rehabilitation process to pair with experience
at state-level oversight.  Gov. Greg Abbott appointed
Williams to serve as Vice Chair of the Texas State
Rehabilitative Council in 2021. 

“James is passionate about serving individuals with
disabilities and believes strongly in the idea of helping
everyone find meaningful employment,” said Beth



person and online)
Connections to
special community
incentives for
relocating Veterans
and their spouses.

For more information,
visit our Road Ahead
website or view a video
recording of the
webinar.

Townsend, Executive Director of Iowa Workforce
Development. “He has worked extensively in the
community and with community partners all over the
country, so he is incredibly well-positioned to take the
reins of VR here in the state of Iowa.” 

Williams is scheduled to start on Oct. 1.

Apple App Store

Google Play

Learn by
Listening

More than 35,000
downloads so far by
listeners around the
world. Hosts Ben Oldach
and Kathy Leggett will
introduce you to a host of
workforce programs and
people making a
difference.

Click to download.

https://www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov/iowa-where-road-ahead-leads-your-next-great-career?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.youtube.com/watch?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&v=jhym30aPeos
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/iowaworks/id1521526857?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?gl=US&hl=en_US&id=com.geosolinc.iaworks&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov/podcast?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov/podcast?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Coming Soon: New IWD Website

Iowa Workforce Development is in the middle of undergoing a cyberspace makeover.

Next month, we plan to launch a new website as part of a broader, statewide effort to
simplify government offerings online and make it easier for Iowans to find what they
need. The new site will feature new state branding and provide a simpler path to
information on unemployment benefits, job search resources, and other information
you’ve come to depend on from IWD.

It will look different, but it's really us. Any major pages you’ve bookmarked should
redirect to their new counterparts, but feel free to
contact communications@iwd.iowa.gov if there’s something you can’t find after it's
live.

The changeover will happen in October. Stay tuned.

https://www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov/reemployment-case-management-program-launch-january?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
mailto:communications@iwd.iowa.gov


Unemployment Insurance Payroll Tax
To Remain at Lowest-Possible in 2024

Iowa Workforce Development and Governor Kim Reynolds announced in late August
that the schedule of unemployment insurance rates used to tax Iowa employers will
remain at the lowest possible level allowed by law for 2024.

This marks the second consecutive year at the current rates, and only the second
time Iowa’s rates have been at this level in a quarter-century.

“We have done everything possible to insulate Iowa employers from ongoing inflation
and other rising costs,” Reynolds said. “Our efforts have ensured that the tax burden
for employers in Iowa will be the lowest possible rate for the second time in the last
25 years.”

Click here to continue reading.

Upcoming Events / Opportunities

https://www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov/es/node/205761?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=783007687162316&set=pcb.783019287161156&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=783507393781170&set=a.653971130068131&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=847192983663435&set=a.730622331987168&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1015083953280503&set=gm.3482216078716546&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.futurereadyiowa.gov/innovation?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.facebook.com/events/1256334088327600/?ref=newsfeed&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.homebaseiowa.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://iowaworks.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.futurereadyiowa.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.earnandlearniowa.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov/podcast?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://ivrs.iowa.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://educateiowa.gov/adult-career-comm-college/adult-education-and-literacy?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://educateiowa.gov/adult-career-comm-college/adult-education-and-literacy/high-school-equivalency-diploma-hsed-program?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

