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ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ANKENY , IOWA 
1964 

ARTICLE I. 

lA-1 

lA-2 

lA-3 

ARTICLE II. 

2A-l 

ORDINANCE NUMBER 201 

TITLE AND AUTHORITY 

TITLE. AN ORDINANCE TITLED THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
OF THE CITY OF ANKENY, IOWA, and providing for the 
administration, enforcement , and amendment thereof, in 
accordance with the provisions of Chapter 414 of the Code 
of Iowa, and for the re peal of Ordinance No. 115, adopted 
March 9, 19 59, and all amendments thereto. 

SHORT TITLE. This ORDINANCE shall be known and may 
be cited and referred to as the II Ankeny Zoning Ordinance, 
19 64 •; to the same effect as if the full title were stated. 
The map herein referred to, identified by the title, 11 Zoning 
District Map, Ankeny, Iowa, 11 dated 

-:---:-----:------,------e--
a n d all explanatory matter thereon is hereby adopted and 
made part of this Ordinance. 

PURPOSE. The zoning regulations and districts herein 
set forth are made in accordance with a comprehensive 
plan for the general welfare of the community. They are 
designed to lessen congestion in the streets; secure 
safety from fire, panic and other dangers; promote health, 
morals or the general welfare; provide adequate light and 
air; prevent the overcrowding of land or buildings; avoid 
undue concentration of population. They are made with 
reasonable consideration, among other things, to the 
character of each district and its peculiar suitability for 
particular uses, and with a view of conserving the value 
of property and encouraging the most appropriate use of 
land throughout the City. 

DEFINITIONS 

INTERPRETATION. The interpretation and application of 
th e provisions in this Ordinance shall be held to be mini
mum requirements. Where this Ordinance imposes a 
greater restriction than is imposed or required by other 
provisions of law or by other rules, regulations or ordi
nances, the provisions of this Ordinance shall control. 
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2A-2 DEFINITIONS . Unless otherwise stated, the following 
words sha ll have the meaning herei,-i indicated. Words 
used in the present tense shall include the future, the 
singular number shall include the plural and the plural , 
the singular. The word "shall" is mandatory, the word 
"may" is permissive; the word "person" includes a firm, 
association, organization, partnership, trust, company, 
or corporation as well as an individual; the words "used" 
or "occupied" include the words intended, designer, or 
arranged to be used or occupied. 

Accessory Use or Structure: A use or structure on the 
same lot with, and of a nature customarily incidental 
and subordinate to the principal use or structure . 

Alley: A public way, other than a street, twenty (20) 
feet or les s in width affording secondary means of access 
to abutting property. 

Alterations: As applied to a building or structure, means 
a change or rearrangement in the structural parts or in the 
existing facilities, or an enlargement, whether by extend
ing on a side or by increasing in height or the moving from 
one location or position to another . 

Basement: A story having part but not more than one-half 
( 1/2) of its height above grade. A basement shall be 
counted as a story if the vertical distance from the average 
adjoining grade to its ceiling i s over five (5) feet. 

Billboard: "Billboard" as used in this Ordinance shall in
clude all structures, regardless of the material used in 
the construction of the same, that are erected , maintained 
or used for public display of posters , painted signs , wall 
signs, whether the structure be pla ced on the wall or 
painted on the wall itself, pictures or other pictorial read
ing matter which advertise a business or attraction which 
is not carried on or manufactured in or upon the premises 
upon which said signs or billboards are located . 

Boarding House: A. building other than a hotel, where for 
compensation , meals, lodging or both are provided for 
four ( 4) or more persons. 
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Building: Any enclosed space for human use or activities, 
whether stationary or movable. • 

Building Height of: The vertical distance measured from 
the average elevation of the proposed finished grade at 
the front of the building to the highest point of the roof 
for flat roofs, to the deck line of mansard roofs, and to 
the mean height between eaves and ridge for gable, hip 
and gambrel roofs. Where a lot faces on two or more 
streets or alleys of different average established grades 
in front of the lot, such grades shall control only for a 
depth of one hundred twenty ( 120) feet perpendicularly 
back from the street line of the higher street or alley. 
On a corner lot the height is the mean vertical distance 
from the average natural grade at the building line, on 
the street of greatest width, or if two or more such streets 
are of the same width, from the higher of such grades. 

Building Line: A line parallel to the front lot line over 
which no portion of any building may extend and which 
is a distance from the front lot line equal to the depth 
of the front yard required for the district in which such 
lot is located. 

Carport: A roofed structure providing space for the park
ing of motor vehicles and enclosed on not more than two 
sides. For the purposes of this Ordinance, a carport 
attached to a principal building shall be considered as 
part of the principal building and subject to all yard re
quirements herein. 

Clinic, Medical or Dental: A building or buildings in 
which a group of physicians, dentists, or physicians and 
dentists and allied professional assistants are associated 
for the purpose of carrying on their professions. 

Day Nursery or Nursery School: A private agency, institu
tion, establishment or place which provides supplemental 
parental care and/ or educatio nal work, o ther than board or 
lodging o vernight, for fiv e (5) or more unrelated children of 
pre-school age, for compensation. 
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Dwelling: A "dwelling" is a building, or portion thereof, 
including one-family dwellings, two-family dwellings, 
and multipe-family dwellings, used exclusively for resi
dential purposes but not including a tent, cabin, trailer 
or mobile home. 

Dwelling, Single-Family: A "single-family" dwelling is 
a building designed or used exclusively fof occupancy by 
one family. 

Dwelling, Two-Family: A "two-family" dwelling is a 
building designed or used exclusively for occupancy by 
two families . 

Dwelling, Multiple-Family: A "multiple-family" dwelling 
is a building, or portion thereof, containing three or more 
dwelling uni.ts. 

Dwelling, Condominium: A "multiple dwelling" as defined 
herein, the fee title to each dwelling unit is held independ
ently of the others. 

Dwelling Unit: A "dwelling unit" is one or more rooms in a 
residential building which are arranged , designed or used 
as living quarters for the occupancy of one family contain
ing bathroom and kitchen facilities. 

Family: One or more persons occupying a single housekeep
ing unit and using common cooking faci lities, provided that 
unless all members are related in blood or marriage, no such 
family shall contain over four ( 4) persons . 

Floor Area of Building: The sum of the gross horizontal areas 
of the several floors of a building and its accessory buildings 
on the same lot; except that in residential buildings, cellar, 
basement, and attic floor area not devoted to residential use 
shall be excluded, but the area of roofed porches and roofed 
terraces shall be included. All dimensions shall be measured 
between exterior faces of walls. 

Garage, Private: An enclosed structure intended for and used 
for the parking of the private motor vehicle of the families 
resident upon the premises. 
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Gas Station: Any area o f land, including structures there
on, that is used or designed to be ~ sed primarily for the 
supply of gasoline or oil or other fuel for the propulsion 
of motor vehicles and which may include facilities us_ed 
or designed to be used for polishing, greasing, washing, 
dry cleaning or otherwise cleaning or servicing such 
motor vehicles. 

Hotel: A building in which lodging is provided and offered 
to the public for compensation, and which is open to 
transient guests, in contradistinction to a boarding house 
or lodging house. 

Junk Yard: Any area where waste, discarded or salvaged 
materials are bought, sold, exchanged, baled or packed, 
disassembled or handled, including house wrecking yards, 
used lumber yards and places or yards for storage of sal
vaged house wrecking and structural steel materials and 
equipment; but not including areas where such uses are 
conducted entirely within a completely enclosed building, 
including automobile, tractor, or machinery wrecking and 
used parts yards, and the processing of used, discarded 
or salvaged materials as part of manufacturing operation. 

Kennel: Any premises on which four or more dogs, six 
months or older, are kept. 

Lot: A parcel of land occupied or intended for occupancy 
by one main building together with its accessory buildings 
officially approved, and having its frontage upon a dedi
cated street, or upon a private street. The boundaries of 
the lot shall be determined by its lot lines. 

Lot, Corner: A lot abutting upon two or more streets at 
their intersection. 

Lot, Double Frontage: A lot having a frontage on two or 
more non-intersecting streets, as distinguished from a 
corner lot. 

Lot, Interior: A lot other than a corner lot. 

Lot, Lines: The lines bounding a lot. 
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Lot of Record: A lot which is a part of a subdivision re-
• 

corded in the office of the county recorder, or a lot or 
parcel described by metes and bounds, the description 
of which has been so recorded. 

Lot Width: The width of a lot measured at the building 
line and at right angles to its depth. 

Lot, Reversed Frontage: A corner lot, the side street 
line of which is substantially a continuation of the front 
lot line of the first lot to its rear. 

Mobile Home: Any vehicle used or maintained for use 
as a conveyance upon highways or public streets, or 
waterways; so designed and so constructed as to per
mit occupancy thereof as a dwelling unit or sleeping 
place for one or more persons whether attached or un
attached to a permanent foundation. 

Mobile Home Park: Any lot or portion of a lot upon 
which two or more mobile homes occupied for dwelling 
or sleeping purposes are located regardless of whether 
or not a charge is made for such accommodation. 

Non-Conforming Use: Any use of land, buildings, or 
structures which does not comply with all of the regu
lations of this Ordinance governing use for the zoning 
district in which such use is located. 

Nursing or Convalescent Home: A building or structure 
having accommodations and where care is provided for 
invalid, infirm, aged, convalescent, or physically dis
abled or injured persons, not including insane and other 
mental cases, inebriate or contagious cases. 

Parking Space: A permanently surfaced area of not less 
than two hundred square feet either within a structure or 
in the open, exclusive of driveway or access drives, for 
the parking of a motor vehicle . 

Sign, Exterior: A sign which directs attention to a busi
ness profession, service, product or activity sold or 
offered upon the premises where such sign is located. 
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An exterior sign may be attached flat against a building 
or structure, may project out from the building or struc
ture or may be erected upon the roof of a bui lding or 
structure. 

Sign, Free Standing or Post: Any sign erected or affixed 
in a rigid manner to any pole or post, and which carries 
any advertisement strictly incidental and subordinate to 
a lawful use of the premises on which it is located, in
c luding signs , or sign devices indicating the business 
transacted, services rendered or goods sold or produced 
o n the premises by an occupant thereof. 

Street: A public or private thoroughfare which affords the 
principal means of access to abutting property . 

Structural Alteration: Any replacement or changes in the 
type of construction or in the supporting members of a 
building, such as bearing walls or partitions , co lumns, 
beams or girders, beyond ordinary repairs and maint en
ance. 

Structure: Anything constructed or erected , the sum of 
which requires permanent location on the ground or 
attached to something having a permanent location on 
the ground. 

Yard: An open space on the same lot with a building or 
structure unoccupied and unobstructed by any portion of 
a structure from the ground upward , excepting as other
wise provided herein. In measuring a yard for the purpose 
of determining the depth of a front yard or the depth of a 
rear yard, the least distance between the lot line and the 
main building shall be used. 

Yard, Front: An open space extending across the full 
w idth of the lot and measured between the front lot line 
and the building or any projection thereof, other than the 
projection of the usual steps or unenclosed porches . 

Yard, Rear: An open space extending across the full 
width of the lot and measured between the rear lot line 
and the building or any projections other than steps , 
unenclosed balconies or unenclosed porches. On corner 
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ARTICLE III. 

3A-l 

3A-2 

lots the rear yard minimum requirement shall apply to the 
open space adjacent to the two lot :tines that do not front 
upon a street. On interior lots the opposite end of the lot 
from the front yard will be the rear yard. 

Yard , Side: An open space extending from the front to the 
rear yard and measured between the side lot lines and the 
building. 

GENERAL REGULl\TIONS 

CONFORMANCE. No building or structure shall be erected , 
converted, enlarged, reconstructed or structurally altered, 
nor shall any building or land be used, which does not 
comply with all of the district regulations established by 
this ordinance for the district in which the building or land 
is located. 

NON-CONFORMING USES OR STRUCTURES . The continu 
ance of non-conforming uses or structures shall be subject 
to the following limitations. 

Continuation: The use of any land or structure existing at 
the time of the enactment of this Ordinance may be con
tinued even though such use may not conform with the regu
lations of this Ordinance for the district in which it is lo
cated. 

Extension: A non-conforming use shall not be extended, 
but the extension of a non-conforming use to any portion 
of a non-conforming building which existed prior to the 
effective date of this Ordinance shall not be deemed the 
extension of a non-conforming use. 

Restoration: No building damaged by fire or other causes 
to the extent of more than sixty (60) per cent of its value 
shall be repaired or rebuilt except in conformity with the 
regulations of this Ordinance. 

Abandonment: Whenever a non-conforming use has been 
discontinued for a period of one ( 1) year, such use shall 
not thereafter be re-established, and any subsequent use 
shall be in conformity with the provision of this Ordinance . 

-8-
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3A-3 

3A-4 

3A-5 

Substitution: If no structural alterations are made, a 
non-conforming use of a building may be changed to 
another non-conforming use of the same or of a more 
restrictive classification. Whenever a non-conform
ing use has been changed to a more restricted use or 
to a conforming use, such use shall not thereafter be 
changed to a less restrictive use. 

STREET FRONTAGE. No lot shall contain any building 
used in whole or in part for residence purposes unless 
such lot abuts for at least twenty ( 2 0) feet on at least 
one street, or unless it has an exclusive unobstructed 
private easement of access or right-of-way of at least 
twenty (20) feet wide to a street; and there shall be not 
more than one ( 1) single-family dwelling for such front
age or easement. 

ACCESSORY BUILDINGS. No accessory building shall 
be erected in any required court, or in any yard other 
than a rear yard, except as provided hereinafter. 
Accessory buildings shall be distant at least two (2) 
feet from alley lines, and from lot lines of adjoining 
lots which are in any "R" District, and on a corner lot 
they shall conform to the setback regulations of the 
principal building, or if at least six (6) feet therefrom, 
may be connected thereto by a breeze-way or similar 
structure, provided all yard requirements for a principal 
building are complied with. An accessory building which 
is not a part of the main building shall not occupy more 
than thirty (30) per cent of the rear yard and shall not ex
ceed twelve (12) feet in height; however, this regulation 
shall not be interpreted to prohibit the construction of a 
four hundred forty ( 440) square foot garage on a minimum 
rear yard. 

CORNER LOTS. For corner lots, platted or of record after 
March 9, 1959, the front yard regulation shall apply to 
each street side of the corner lot. The rear yard require
ments for a corner lot shall apply to the open space ad
jacent to the two lot lines that do not front upon a street. 

On corner lots platted or of record as of March 9, 1959, 
the side yard regulation shall apply to the longer street 
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3A-6 

3A-7 

side of the lot except in the case of reverse frontage 
where the corner lot faces an interse"cting street. In 
t his case, there shall be a side yard on the longer 
s t reet side of the corner lot of not less than fifty (50) 
per cent of the front yard required on the lots to the 
rear of such corner lot, and no accessory building on 
said corner lot shall project beyond the setback line 
of the lots in the rear; prov ided further that this regu
lation shall not be so interpreted as to reduce the build
ab le width of the corner lot facing an intersecting street 
and of record or as shown by existing contract of pur
chase as of March 9, 19 59, to less than twenty-eight 
( 28 ) feet nor to prohibit the erection of an accessory 
building. 

REQUIRED YARD CANNOT BE REDUCED. No lot shall 
be reduced in area so as to make any yard or any other 
open space less than the minimum required by this Ordi 
nance. No part of a yard or other open space provided 
about any building or structure for the purpose of com
pl ying with the provisions of this Ordinance shall be in 
cluded as part of a yard or other open space required 
under this Ordinance for another building or structure. 

BUILDING LINES ON APPROVED PIATS. Whenever the 
plat of a land subdivision approved by the Planning Com 
mission and on record in the office of the County Recorder 
shows a setback building line along the frontage for the 
purpose of creating a front yard or side street yard line, 
the building line thus shown shall apply along such front
age in place of any other yard line required in this Ordi
nance unless specific yard requirements in this Ordinance 
require a greater setback. 

3A- 8 PENDING APPLICATIONS FOR BUILDING PERMITS. Nothing 
herein contained shall require any change in the over-all 
layout, plans, construction, s ize or designated use of any 
building, or part thereof, for which approvals and required 
building permits have been grante d before the enactment 
of this Ordinance, the c onstruction of which in conformance 
with such plans shall ha ve b e e n s tarted prior to the effective 
date of this Ordinance and c o mple tion thereof carried on in 
a normal manner and not disco ntinued for reasons other than 
those beyond the bui lder' s control. 
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3A-9 

ARTICLE IV. 

4A-l 

4A-2 

ZONING DISTRICTS DIVIDING PROPERTY. Where one (1) 
parcel of property is divided into two (2) or more portions 
by reason of different zoning district classifications, 
each of these portions shall be used independently of the 
others in respective zoning classification, and for thP. 
purpose of applying the regulations of this Ordinance, 
each portion shall be considered as if in separate and 
different ownership. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICTS AND BOUNDARIES. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICTS. For the purpose of this 
Ordinance, the City is hereby divided into nine (9) types 
of districts: 

11 R- l II One Family Residence District 
11 R-2 11 One and Two Family District 
11 R-3 11 Multiple Family District 
11 R-4" Mobile Home Park Residence District 
11 C- l II General Commercial District 
11 C-2 11 Central Business District Commercial District 
11 C-3 11 Highway Oriented Commercial District 
"I-1" Light Industrial District 
"I-2 11 Heavy Industrial District 

BOUNDARIES. The boundaries of said districts are indi
cated upon the Official Zoning Map of the City of Ankeny, 
Iowa, and said map and all notations, references, and 
other information shown thereon, shall be as much a part 
of this Ordinance as if the notations, references and other 
matters set forth by said map were all fully described here
in. 

Where uncertainty exists as to the boundaries of the dist
ricts as shown on the Official Zoning Map, the following 
rules shall apply: 

Boundaries indicated as approximately 
following the center lines of streets, 
highways, alleys, or other public right
of-way shall be construed to be said bound
ary. 
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ARTICLE V. 

SA-1 

Boundaries indicated as approximately 
following platted lot lines shJll be con
strued to be said boundary. 

Boundaries that divide a lot or parcel of 
property, the location of any such boundary 
shall be determined by the use of the scale 
appearing on such map. 

DISTRICT REGULATIONS 

"R-1" DISTRICT REGULATIONS: SINGLE-FAMILY RESI
DENCE DISTRICT. The R-1 District is intended and de
signed to provide for low-density residential develop
ment and the following regulations shall apply: 

Principal Permitted Uses: 

1. One-family dwellings. 

2. Churches, cathedrals, and temples. 

3. Public libraries, museums, fire stations 
and similar community facilities. 

4. Public parks, playgrounds, golf course, and 
recreation areas. 

5. Private golf courses, country clubs, and 
tennis clubs, but not including commercial 
driving ranges or miniature golf courses. 

6. Public and parochial schools but not including 
nursery schools or child care centers. 

7. Agricultural uses, including nurseries, truck 
gardening and green houses; provided that no 
offensive odors or dust are created; and pro
vided further, that no retail sales shall be per
mitted on the premises. 

-12-

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
t ' 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 

I 

I 
8 

I 

!J 

!I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

Accessory Uses: 

1. Uses of land or structures customarily inci
dental and subordinate to one of the above 
principal uses, unl e ss otherwise excluded. 

2. Private garage or carport. 

3. Professional office of a member of a recog
nized profession, provided that; it is his 
bona fide and primary residence, not more 
than one assistant shall be regularly em
ployed therein, and no colleagues or 
associates shall use such office; r.ot more 
than one-half the area of one floor shall be 
used for such office; no advertising sign or 
display shall be permitted excepting an in
directly lighted name plate not to exceed 
one square foot in area, attached flat against 
the building. It is not the intention of this para
graph to include dance studios, music studios, 
beauty parlors or barber shops, or other uses 
referred to as customary home occupations. 

4. Temporary buildings for use during the con
struction of a permitted use, which upon com
pletion or abandonment of the construction work 
shall be removed. 

5. One sign not exceeding thirty-six ( 36) square 
feet in area referring to the construction, lease, 
hire or sale of a building, premises, or sub-
di vision lots; which sign shall refer to property 
on which the sign is located, and shall be re
moved as soon as the premises are sold or leased 
or construction completed. 

6. Church and public school bulletin boards. 

Area Regulations. The following area regulations shall 
apply for the "R-1" Residence District: 

1. Lot Area: The lot area shall not be less than 
10,000 square feet. Where public sewer and 
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5A-2 

water facilities are not available, the mini
mum lot area will be 43,960 square feet. 

2. Lot Width: The lot width shall not be less 
than one hundred thirty ( 130) feet . 

3. Front Yard: The front yard shall not be less 
than thirty-five ( 3 5) feet. 

4. Rear Yard: The rear yard shall not be less 
than thirty-five (35) feet for a dwelling and 
forty-five ( 4 5) feet for any other building . 

5. Side Yard: The total side yard requirements 
shall be twenty (20) feet, with the least side 
minimum of eight (8) feet for dwellings. All 
other buildings shall have forty-five (45) 
feet in each side yard. 

6. Building Height: The maximum building height 
shall be two and one-half (2 1/2) stories. 
Principal building height maximum shall be 
forty-five (45) feet. Accessory building height 
maximum shall be twelve ( 12) feet. 

Off-Street Parking and Loading. Spaces for off-street park
ing and loading shall be provided in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 7A-l and 7A-2 . 

11 R-2 11 DISTRICT REGULATIONS: ONE AND TWO-FAMILY 
RE SI DEN CE DISTRICT. The 11 R-2 11 District is intended and 
designed to provide for medium-density residential develop
ment and the following regulations shall apply: 

Principal Permitted Uses: 

1. Any uses permitted in the 11 R- l II District. 

2. One-family dwellings. 

3. Two-family dwellings. 

-14-
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4. Conversions of one-family dwellings into two
family dwellings in accordance with the lot 
area, frontage and yard requirements as set 
forth in this section. 

Accessory Uses: 

1. Accessory uses permitted in the "R-1" District. 

2. Customary home occupations provided that such 
occupations shall be conducted solely by resi
dent occupants in their place of abode and pro
vided that not more than one-half (1/2) of the 
area of one (1) floor shall be used for such pur
pose; provided further, that such occupation 
shall not require external or internal alterations, 
or the use of mechanical equipment not custom
ary in dwellings. 

3. Day nurseries or nursery schools provided that 
the building used for such purpose is located 
not less than twenty (20) feet from any other 
lot in any "R" District; and provided that 
thirty-five (35) square feet of usable interior 
floor space and one hundred ( 100) square feet 
of usable outdoor play space is provided for 
each child. The outdoor play space shall be 
completely enclosed by a fence. 

Area Regulations. The following area regulations shall 
apply for the "R-2" Residence District: 

1 . . Lot Area: The lot area shall not be less than 
8,500 square feet for each one-family dwelling, 
and not less than 12,000 square feet for a two
family dwelling. 

2. Lot Width: The lo t width shall not be less than 
sixty-five (65) feet for a one-family dwelling 
and not less than seventy (70) feet for a two
family dwelling. 

3. Front Yard: The front yard shall not be less 
than thirty (30) fe et. 
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4. Rear Yard: The rear yard shall not be less 
than thirty (30) feet for a•dwe lling and forty
fiv e ( 4 5) feet for any other building . 

5. Side Yard : The total side yard requirements 
shall be fifteen ( 15) feet , with the least side 
yard minimum of seven (7) feet for dwellings . 
All other buildings shall have fifteen ( 15) 
feet in each side yard . 

6 . Building Height : The maximum building height 
shall be two and one-half (2 1/2 ) stories . 
Principal building height maximum shall be 
forty-five (45) feet. Accessory building height 
maximum shall be twelve ( 12) feet. 

Off-Street Parking and Loading. Spaces for off- street park
ing and loading shall be in accordance with the provisions 
of Article 7 A- 1 and 7 A- 2 

"R-3" DISTRICT REGULATION: MULTIPLE-FAMILY RESI
DEN CE DISTRICT. The "R-3" District is intended and de
signed to provide for medium-high density residential de
velopment and the following regulations shall app l y: 

Principal Permitted Uses : 

1. Any uses permitted in the "R-2" District. 

2. Multiple dwellings. 

3. Private clubs, lodges, or veterans organizations , 
excepting those holding beer permits or liquor 
license. 

4. Boarding and lodging houses , tourist homes. 

5. Hospitals, clinics, nursing and convalescent 
homes, excepting animal hospitals and clinics. 

6. Institutions of a religious, educational or phil
anthropic nature, including libraries. 
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7. Fraternity or sorority houses. 

8 . College or university . 

Accessory Uses: 

1. Accessory uses permitted in the 11 R-2 11 District. 

2 . Beauty parlor and barber shop when conducted 
as a home occupation solely by resident occu
pants in their place of abode and provided that 
not more than one-fourth ( 1/ 4) of one ( 1) floor 
shall be used for such purpose. An indirectly 
lighted sign of not over one ( 1) square foot in 
area and attached flat against the building shall 
be permitted. 

Area Regulations: The following area regulations shall 
apply for the II R-3 11 Residence District: 

1. Lot Area: The lot area shall not be less than 
7, 500 square feet for each one-family dwelling, 
and not less than 2, 500 square feet in excess 
of 7,500 square feet for each dwelling unit there
after. 

2 . Lot Width: The lot width shall not be less than 
sixty (60) feet. 

3 . Front Yard: The front yard shall not be less than 
thirty (30) feet. 

4 . Rear Yard: The rear yard shall not be less than 
thirty-five ( 3 5) feet and one ( 1) additional foot 
of depth of rear yard for each additional two 
(2) feet or portion thereof of building height 
above thirty-five (35) feet. 

5. Side Yard: The total side yard requirements 
shall be twenty (20) feet, with the least side 
minimum eight (8) feet for dwellings and in 
addition one ( 1) foot of width in each side yard 
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is required for each two (2) feet or portion 
thereof of building height• above thirty-five 
(35) feet. All other buildings shall have 
forty-five ( 4 5) feet in each side yard. 

6. Building Height: The maximum building height 
shall not exceed the following : Principal build
ing height maximum shall be forty-five (45) 
feet. Accessory building height maximum shall 
be twelve (12) feet. 

Off-Street Parking and Loading. Spaces for off-street park
ing and loading shall be provided in accordance with pro
visions of Article 7 A-1 and 7A-2. 

"R-4 11 DISTRICT REGULATIONS: MOBILE HOME RESIDENCE 
DISTRICT. The II R-4 11 District is intended and designed for 
medium density residential development and the following 
regulations shall apply: 

Principal Permitted Uses: 

1. Any use permitted in the 11 R-2" residence 
di strict. 

2. Mobile home park in any "R-2" district 
provided that the a rea regulations are met 
and that the City Plan and Zoning Commission 
and the City Council have received and ap
proved the development plan before 11 R-4" 
zoning is petitioned for. 

Accessory Uses: 

1. Accessory uses p e rmitte d in the "R-2" District. 

2 . One sign may be erec ted on the street which the 
mobile home park fronts, showing the name of 
the mobile home park ; provided that such sign 
shall not have an a rea o f more than ten ( 10) 
s quare fe et. 
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5A-5 

Area Regulations. The following area regulations shall 
apply for the "R-4" Mobile Home Re~idence District: 

1. The minimum total area shall be two (2) 
acres. 

2. All yards abutting on a public street or ad
jacent to any other "R 11 District shall be 
considered a front yard and shall be a mini
mum of thirty (30) feet. 

3. The minimum mobile home space shall be 
3,600 square feet and shall measure at least 
forty-five (45) feet by eighty-five (85) feet. 

4. Mobile homes shall be located on each space 
so that there will be at least sixteen ( 16) feet 
between each mobile home and a thirty ( 30) 
foot open space at the rear of the mobile home. 

Off-Street Parking. Off-street parking shall be provided 
in accordance with provisions of Article 7 A-1 

"C-1" DISTRICT REGULATIONS: GENERAL COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT. The II C- l II District is intended to provide for 
the convenience shopping of persons living in neighbor
ing residential areas. It is designed to serve the need 
for goods and services of the local residents. 

In the II C- l II District the following regulations shall apply: 

Principal Permitted Uses: 

1. Any use permitted in the "R-3" District. 

2. Any local retail business or service establish
ment such as the following: 

Animal hospitals, veterinary clinics, or kennels; 
provided any exercising runway shall be at least 
two hundred (200) feet from any "R" District. 
Antique shop. 
Apparel shop. 
Art Shop. 
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Automobile, trailer, motorcycle, boat and farm imple
ment, including sales, service and a€ces sory stores 
but not including wrecking, rebuilding or used parts 
yards. 
Baby and children stores. 
Bakery, whose products are sold at retail only on the 
premises. 
Bank, savings and loan association, and other similar 
financial institutions. 
Barber shop. 
Beauty parlor. 
Bicycle shop, sales and repair. 
Book store. 
Bowling alley. 
Camera store. 
Clothes cleaning and laundry pickup station. 
Collection office of public utility. 
Commercial recreation, such as baseball field, swim
ming. pool, skating rink, golf driving range, miniature 
golf course, trampoline center, health gym and other 
similar recreational uses. 
Confectionery store , including ice cream or snack bar. 
Dairy store -- retail only. 
Dance studio. 
Delicatessen. 
Drive-in restaurant. 
Drug store. 
Dry goods store. 
Florist shop. 
Fruit and vegetable market. 
Furniture store . 
Garage -- genera l motor vehicle repair. 
Gas station, including minor automobile repair. 
Gift shop. 
Grocery store or super market. 
Hardware store . 
Hobby shop. 
Hotel, motel and motor hotel 
Household appliances -- sales and repair. 
Jewelry shop -- including watch repair. 
Laundries and launderettes, including autos. 
Locker plant for storage and retail only. 
Lumber yard -- retail only. 
Meeting halls. 
Monument sales yard. 
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Mortuaries. 
Office building, business and professional. 
Paint and wallpaper store. 
Parking garage and parking lots. 
Post office substation. 
Photographic studio, developing and printing. 
Plumbing and heating shop. 
Printing and lithographing shop. 
Radio and television shop -- sales and repair. 
Repair shop -- small equipment, shoe, lawn mower, 
household appliances. 
Restaurant. 
Sporting goods store. 
Sign painting shop, 
Tavern and night club, provided that it is not within 
two hundred (200) feet of an "R" District. 
Tailor shop. 
Theatre. 
Toy Store. 
Trailer or mobile home park, subject to all of the re
quirements of the "R-4" District. 
Utility substation. 
Variety store. 

Accessory Uses: 

1. Accessory uses permitted in the "R-3" 
District. 

2. One exterior sign which shall pertain only 
to a use or uses conducted within the build
ing and be integral or attached thereto. No 
sign may project over any street line or ex
tend more than six (6) feet over any building 
line whether fixed to the building or any other 
structure. In no case shall any sign project 
more than four ( 4) feet above the roof line , 
and the total area of all signs pertaining to 
the use or uses conducted in any building 
shall not exceed one ( 1) square foot in area 
for every two (2) fe e t occupied by the front 
of the building displaying such sign. Where 
the lot adjoins an "R" District, the exterior 
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sign shall be attached flat against the build
ing and shall not face the side of the adj a cent 
lot located in the II R11 District; however , this 
does not apply to the side of the building which 
is opposite that side adjoining the 11 R" District. 

3. One free standing or po st sign which shall per
tain only to use or uses conducted on the prem
ises provided that such sign shall not have a 
surface area greater than thirty ( 30) square 
feet on any one side thereof and not more than 
two sides of said sign shall be used for ad
vertising purposes. The bottom of the surface 
area of such sign shall not be less than twelve 
( 12) feet above the ground surface upon which 
it is erected. 

Area Regulations. The following regulations shall apply 
for the II C- l II General Commercial District: 

1. Lot Area: The lot area will be the same as in 
the 11 R-3" district for residential uses . No 
minimum requirement for any o ther permitted 
uses. 

2. Lot Width: The lot width will be the same as 
in the "R-3 11 District for residential uses . No 
minimum requirement for any other permitted 
uses. 

3. Front Yard: The front yard shall not be less 
than twenty-five (2 5) feet. 

4. Rear Yard: The rear yard shall not be less 
than thirty-five ( 35) feet. 

5. Side Yard: The side ya rd required for resi
dential uses will be the same as in the II R-3 11 

District. No minimum requirement for any 
other permitted uses, except when adjoining 
any 11 R11 District or stre~t right-of-way, in 
which case twenty-five (2 5) feet. 

-22-

ll 



I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

I 
I 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

SA-6 

6. Building Height: The maximum building height 
shall be three ( 3) storiet of forty-five ( 4 5) 
feet. 

Off-Street Parking and Loading. Spaces for off-street park
ing and loading shall be in accordance with the provisions 
of Article 7 A-1 and 7 A-2 

11 C-2 11 DISTRICT REGULATIONS: CENTRAL BUSINESS 
DISTRICT COMMERCIAL DISTRICT. The II C- 2" District 
is intended to provide for a greater concentration of uses. 
It is designed for higher intensity of development, that is 
building to land ratio. 

In the II C-2 11 District the following regulations shall apply: 

Principal Permitted Uses: 

l. Any use permitted in the 11 C-l 11 District. 

2. Any retail, wholesale or service such as the 
following, also including manufacturing when 
it is incidental to the conduct of a retail busi
ness conducted on the premises: 

Automobile body and fender repair shop, but 
not including automobile wrecking or used 
parts yards. 
Ballrooms and dance halls. 
Billiard parlors and pool halls. 
Bookbinding. 
Business schools or colleges. 
Carpenter and cabinet making shops. 
Transportation terminals, bus and taxi. 
Warehousing, retail and wholesale. 
Dry cleaning and dyeing shops. 
Cold storage plants. 
Department stores . 
Tire repair shops. 
Storage warehouse. 

Accessory Uses: 

1. Accessory uses permitted in the II C- l II District. 
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2. Accessory uses and structure s customarily 
incidental to any permitt~d us es. 

3 . Any exterior or roof sign; provided such sign 
shall not project more than twelve (12) fe e t 
above the roof line. 

Area Regulations . The following regulations shall apply 
for the II C-2 11 Central Business District Commercial Dist
rict : 

1. Lot Area: No minimum requirement . 

2. Lot Width: No minimum requirement. 

3 . Front Yard : No minimum requirement . 

4. Rear Yard : No minimum requirement . 

5 . Side Yard: No minimum requirement except 
when adjoining an 11 R11 District, the mini mum 
shall b e twenty-five (25) feet. 

6 . Building Height : The maximum building height 
shall not exceed forty-five ( 4 5) feet . 

Off - St reet Loading. Space for off-street loading shall be in 
accordance with the provisions of Artic l e 7 A-1 

5A-7 11 C - 3 11 DISTRICT REGULATIONS: HIGHWAY ORIENTED COM
MERCIAL DISTRICT. The II C-3 11 District is intended to 
accommodate the needs and services of the automobile 
traveling consumer. 

In the II C-3 11 District the following regulations shall apply: 

Principal Permitted Uses: 

1. Motel. 

2 . Gas Station. 

3. Restaurant. 
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4. Commercial camping facilities -- those areas 
established to provide overnight transient 
facilities on a fee basis, but not to include 
the permanent or semi-permanent installation 
of mobile homes . 

Accessory Uses: 

1. One free standing sign which shall pertain 
on l y to a use or uses conducted on the premi 
ses provided that such sign shall not have a 
surface area greater than two hundred and 
seventy-five (27 5) square feet on one side 
thereof and not more than two sides of said 
s i gn shall be used for adverti sing purposes. 
The bottom of the surface area of such sign 
shall not be less than twelve (1 2) feet above 
the ground surface on which it is erected . 

Area Regu lations . The following regu la tions shall apply 
for the " C- 3 " Highway Oriented Commercia l District: 

1. Lot Area: No minimum requirement. 

2. Lot Width : No minimum requirement . 

3. Front Yard: The front yard shall not be less 
than seventy-five (7 5) feet. 

4 . Rear Yard : No minimum requirement. 

5 . Side Yard : No minimum requirement, except 
when adjoining an "R" District , the minimum 
shall be twenty-five (25) feet. 

6 . Building Height : The maximum building height 
shall not exceed forty-five ( 4 5) feet. 

Off-Street Parking and Loading. Spaces for off-street park
i ng and loading s hall be in accordance with the provision s 
of Article 7 A-1 and 7 A-2 . 
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5A-8 "I-1" DISTRICT REGULATIONS: LIGHT INDUSTRIAL DIST
TRICT. The "I- l II District is intended. to provide for those 
activities and uses of light manufacturing which are carried 
on primarily within an enclosed building and of a non
nuisance character. 

In the 11 I- l" District the following regulations shall apply: 

Principal Permitted Uses: 

1. Any use permitted in the II C-2 11 District, 
except that no residential uses shall be 
constructed unless accessory to a per
mitted principal use. 

2. Automobile tractor, and farm machinery 
assembly. 

3. Bakeries. 

4. Commercial cleaning establishments, pro
vided that necessary equipment is installed 
for the recovery of the dust. 

5. Concrete mixing, concrete products manu
facture. 

6. Contractors' equipment or storage yard . 

7. Cooperage works . 

8. Creamery, dairy , ice cream manufacture, or 
bottling works. 

9. Custom shop for making articles or products 
sold at retail on the premises . 

10. Petroleum products storage and distribution, 
all above ground tanks must be surrounded by 
dikes of sufficient size to assure adequate fire 
protection. 

11. Freight storage or warehouse , packing and crat
ing, express, carting or hauling stations , truck
ing yard or terminal. 
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12. Grain elevators , grain drying or feed manu
facture, provided that ptovi sion s are made 
for the recovery of the dust . 

13 . Foundry casting lightweight non-ferrous 
metals. 

14 . Laboratories . 

15. Manufacture, assemblin g , compounding , pro 
cessing , packaging or comparable treatment 
of the following: 

Food produ cts . 
Small e l ectrica l equipment such as instruments, 
radios, phonographs, television, e lectronic 
tubes, coils, condenser s, photographic equip
ment and other s imilar t ypes of products. 

Accessory U ses : 

1. Signs permitted in and as limited by the "C-1" 
Di s tri ct. 

2. Accessory uses incidenta l to a principal per
mitted use. 

Area Regulations. The following regulat ions sha ll apply 
for th e "I-1" Light Industrial District: 

1. Lo t Area: No minimum requirement fo r any per
mitted use. 

2. Lot Width: No minimum requirement for any per
mitted use. 

3 . Front Yard: The front yard shall not be less than 
twenty-five (25) feet. 

4 . Rear Yard : The rear yard sha ll not be l ess than 
thirty-five ( 3 5) feet; however, for every foot of 
front yard increased over twenty-five (25) feet, 
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the r ear may be decreased in direct proportion 
thereto, but in no case sha ll the rear yard be 
less than ten (10) feet . Where a railroad right 
of - way line lies immediately adj a cent to th e 
rear of a lot, the rear yard requirement need 
not apply . 

5 . Side Yard : No minimum requirement except 
whe n adjoining any " R" or " C " District o r 
street ri ght - of - way, in which case twenty
five (25) feet is the minimum requirement. 

6 . Building Height: The maximum building height 
shall be fo r ty-five (45) feet. 

Off-Street Parking and Loading. Spaces for off-street park

ing and loading shall be in accordance w ith th e provisions 
of Article 7 A-1 and 7 A- 2 . 

"I- 2" DISTRICT REGULATIONS : HEAVY INDUSTRIAL DIST
RICT. The "I-2" District is intended to provi de for thos e 
activities and uses which are of a heavy industrial n a ture . 
Th e "I- 2 " District i s the least restrictive of all districts. 
So me industrial uses have characteristics which require 
that certain safeguards be met in order to operate . There
fore, the bes t practical means know n fo r the disposal of 
refuse matter , the abatement of obnoxio us o r offensive 
odor, dust, smoke, gas , noise , or similar nuisance, 
shall be employed. 

Princi pa l Permitted Uses : 

1. Any use permitted in the "I-1" District, ex
cept that no dwe lling , church , school , hos
pital, clinic or institution of human care shall 
be constructed unless accessory t o a. principal 
permitted use . 

2 . Any other use not otherwise prohibited by law, 
provided, however , that none of the following 
uses s hall be established o r reco n s tructed, 
structurally altered , enlarged or moved unless 
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approved by the City Council after public . 
hearing, and after receiving a report and 
recommendation from the Ankeny Plan and 
Zoning Commission: 

Acid manufacture . 
Cement, lime, gypsum or plaster of paris 
manufacture. 
Distillation of bones, coal tar, petroleum, 
refuse, grain or wood. 
Explosives manufacture or storage. 
Fat rendering. 
Fertilizer manufacture. 
Garbage, offal or dead animal or fish reduc
tion or dumping. 
Gas manufacture. 
Glue manufacture. 
Junk yard, provided all activities are con
ducted within a solid fenced enclosure. 
Mining (including sand or gravel pits ) , rock 
quarries. 
Petroleum or petroleum products refining . 
Rubber goods manufacture. 
Salvage yard, automobile, tractor or machin
ery wrecking and used parts yards, provided 
all activities are conducted within a building. 
The salvage yard shall be completely enclosed 
with a wall or chain link fence. 
Smelting of ores. 
Stockyards, slaughter of animals or poultry. 
Tannery. 

Accessory Uses: 

1. Signs permitted in and as limited by the "C-1" 
District. 

2. Accessory uses incidental to a principal per
mitted use. 
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ARTICLE VI. 

Special Conditions: 

1. All principal or accessory structures housing 
a use permitted in the "I-2" District shall be 
located two hundred (200) feet from any "R" 
District. 

2. To control waste material, dust , smoke, gas, 
odors , noise or simil_ar nuisances , every possi
ble means shall be e mployed to keep these to 
a minimum. 

Area Regulations. The following regulations shall apply 
for the "I-2" Heavy Industrial District: 

1. Lot Area: No minimum requirement. 

2. Lot Width: No minimum requirement . 

3. Front Yard : The front yard shall not be less 
than twenty-five (25) feet. 

4 . Rear Yard: The rear yard shall not be less than 
thirty-five (35) feet. Where a rai l road right
of- way line lies immediatel y adjacent to the 
rear of a lot , the rear yard requirement need 
not apply. 

5 . Side Yard. No minimum requirement, except 
when adjacent to any street right-of-way line, 
in which case the minimum side yard wi ll be 
twenty-five (25) feet. 

6 . Building Height . The maximum building height 
shall be forty-five ( 4 5) feet. 

Off-Street Parking and Loading. Spaces for off-street park
ing and loading shall be in accordance with the provisions 
of Article 7 A- 1 and 7 A- 2 

EXCEPTIONS AND MODIFICATIONS 

The regu lations specified in this Ordinance shall be sub
ject to the following exceptions and interpretations: 
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6A-l 

6A-2 

USE OF EXISTING LOTS OF RECORD. In any district 
where dwellings are permitted, a si:ngle-family dwel
ling may be located on any lot or plot of official record, 
recorded prior to March 9, 19 59, irrespective of its 
area or width; provided, however: 

l. The sum of the side yard widths of any 
such lot or plot shall not be less than 
thirty (30) per cent of the width of the 
lot, with the least side width being ten 
( l 0) per cent of the lot. 

2. The depth of the rear yard of any such lot 
need not exceed twenty (20) per cent of the 
depth of the lot, but in no case less than 
twenty ( 20) feet. 

3. If two or more lots or plots have continuous 
frontage in single ownership, such lots shall 
be considered buildable only in combinations 
which meet the area requirements of the dist
rict in which they are located. 

STRUCTURES PERMITTED ABOVE THE HEIGHT LIMIT: 
The building height limitations of this Ordinance shall 
be modified as follows: 

1. Chimneys, cooling towers, elevator bulk
head, fire towers, monuments, stacks, 
stage towers or scenery lots, tanks , water 
towers, ornamental towers , and spires, 
radio or television towers, or necessary 
mechanical appurtenances may be erected 
to a height in accordance with existing or 
hereinafter adopted ord inance s of the City 
of Anke ny. 

2. Public, semi-public, or public service 
buildings, hospitals, sanitariums, or 
schools, whe n permitted in a district, 
may be e rect e d to a he ight not exceeding 
forty-five (4 5) feet. Churches and temples 
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6A- 4 

6A- S 

6A- 6 

when permitted in a district may be erected to a 
height not exceeding sixty ( 60) feet if the building 
is set back from each property iine at least one 
(1) foot for each two (2) feet of additional building 
height above the height limit otherwise provided in 
the district in which the building is located . 

DOUBLE FRONTAGE LOTS. Buildings on through lots and ex
tending from street to street shall provide the required front 
yard on both streets. 

REAR AND SIDE YARDS -- HOW COMPUTED: In computing 
tne depth of a rear yard or the width of a side yard where 
·the rear or side yard opens on an alley, one-half ( 1/2) of 
the alley width may be included as a portion of the rear or 
side yard as the case may be . 

OTHER EXCEPTIONS TO YARD REQUIREMENTS: Every part of 
a required yard shall be open to the sky, unobstructed with 
any building or structure , except for a permitted accessory 
bui lding in a rear yard, and except for the ordinary proj ec
tions of sky- lights, sills, belt courses , cornices and orna
menta l features projecting not to exceed twe lve ( 12) inches. 

SPECIAL USE PERMITS: The City Council of Ankeny may by 
special permit after public hearing, authorize the location of 
any of the following buildings or uses in any district from 
which they are prohibited by this Ordinance . 

1. Any public building erected and used by any depart
ment of the city, township , county , state or federal 
government. 

2 . Airport or landing field. 

3. Community building or recreati_on field. 

4. Hospital, non-profit fraternal institutions provided 
they are used solely for fraternal purposes , and insti 
tutions of an educational, religious , philanthropic or 
eleemosynary character, provided that the building 
shall be set back from all yard lines such distance 
as may be required by the City Council in said special 
use permit if granted. 
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ARTICLE VII. 

?A-1 

5 . 

6. 

Pre-schools. 

Public cemetery . 

Before issuance of any special permit for any of the above 
buildings or uses , the City Council shall refer the pro 
posed application to the City Plan and Zoning Commission , 
which Commission shall be given forty-five (45) days in 
which to make a report regarding the effect of such pro 
posed building or use upon the character of the. neighbor
hood , traffic conditions, public utility facilities and 
other matters pertaining to the general w e lfare. No 
action sha ll be t aken upon any application for a proposed 
building or us e above referred to until and unless the re
port of the City Plan and Zoning Commission has been filed; 
provided, however, that if no report is received from the 
City Plan and Zoning Commission within forty-five (45 ) 
days, it shall be assumed that approval of the application 
has been given by the said Commission . 

AREA REQUIREMENTS: In any residential dis trict, where 
public water supp ly and public sanitary sewer is not 
accessible, the lot area and frontage requirements shall 
be : 

1. Lot Area: One ( 1) acre . 

2 . Lot Width : One hundred thirty ( 130) feet. 

3 . · In the event that the area is served by public 
water and sewer, the area may be platted into 
lots meeting the minimum width requirements 
of the II R- 2 11 district; t herefore , the additional 
lots of the proper width will be usable . 

PARKING AND LOADING AREAS. 

OFF-STREET LOADING SPACE. In any d istri c t, every 
building o r part thereof hereafter erect ed , having a gross 
fl oor area of 10,000 square feet or more, which is to be 
occupied by manufacturing , storage , warehouse , goods 
display , retail store, wholesa l e store , market, ho t e l, 
hospital, mortuary , laundry , dry cleaning or o ther uses 
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similarly requiring the receipt or distribution by vehicles 
of material or merchandis·e, there sha•ll be provided and 
maintained on the same lot with such building, at least 
one ( 1) off-street loading space plus one (1) additional 
such loading space for each twenty thousand (20,000 ) 
square feet or major fraction thereof of gross floor area 
so used in excess of ten thousand (10,000) square feet . 

1. Each loading space shall be not less than 
ten (10) feet in width, twenty-five (25) feet 
in length. 

2. Such space may occupy all or any part of any 
required yard or court space, except where 
adjoining an "R" district, it shall be set back 
ten (10) feet. 

OFF - STREET PARKING AREA. In all districts , space for 
the parking or storage of vehicles shall be provided i n 
accordance with the following schedule : 

1 . Automobile sales and service garages 
fifty ( 5 0) per cent of gross floor area . 

2. Banks, business and professional offices 
fifty ( 5 0) per cent of gross floor area . 

3. Bowling alleys -- five (5) spaces for each 
alley . 

4 . Churches and schools -- one ( 1) space for 
each five (5) seat s in the principal auditori
um, including balcony. 

5. Dance halls, assembly halls -- two hundred 
(200) per cent of floor area used for dancing 
or assembly. 

6. Dw e lling -- one (1) parking space for each 
family or dwelling unit. 

7. Funeral homes, mortuaries -- one (1) space 
for each five (5) seats in the principal audi
torium. 
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8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

Furniture and appliance stores, household 
equipment or furniture rep~ir shops, over one 
thousand (1,000) square feet of floor area 
fifty (50) per cent of gross floor area. 

Fraternity and sorority houses -- one ( 1) park
ing space for each two (2) persons residing on 
the premises. 

Hospitals -- one (1) space for each four (4) 
beds. 

Hotels, apartment hotels, lodging houses, 
one ( 1) space for each two (2) bedrooms. 

Manufacturing plants -- one (1) space for 
each three (3) employees on the maximum 
working shift, but in no case less than one 
( 1) space for each five hundred (500) square 
feet of gross floor area. 

Motels -- one (1) space for each unit. 

Restaurants, beer parlors and night clubs , 
over one thousand (1,000) square feet floor 
area -- two hundred (200) per cent of gross 
floor area. 

Retail stores, super markets, etc. , over two 
thousand (2,000) square feet floor area -- two 
hundred fifty (250) per cent of gross floor area. 

Retail stores, shops, etc. , between five hun
dred (500) and under two thousand (2,000) 
square feet floor area -- one hundred (100) 
per cent of gross floor area. 

Sports arenas, auditoriums, other than in 
schools, one (1) parking space for each four 
( 4) seats. · 

Theaters, assembly halls with fixed seats -
one (1) parking space for each four ( 4) seats. 
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8A-l 

19. Wholesale establishments or warehouses -
one ( 1) space for each tw~ (2) employees. 

In case of any building, structure or premise, the use 
of which is not specifically mentioned herein, the pro
visions for such use to which said use is similar shall 
apply. 

All public or private parking areas shall be developed 
and maintained in qccordance with the following re
quirements: 

1. 

2. 

No part, except entrance and exit, of any 
parking lot shall be closer than five ( 5) 
feet from any street right-of-way, alley 
line or residential lot line. 

Any off-street parking area for five (5) or 
more vehicles shall be hard surfaced with 
a type of surface material approved by the 
City Council. 

Off-street parking areas may be established in any 11 R11 

district that immediately joins a 11 C 11 or 11 I 11 district, 
or is directly across an alley from a 11 C 11 or "I" dist
rict, provided such parking shall be accessory to and 
for use of one or more businesses or industrial estab
lishments located in the adjoining II C 11 or 11 I II district; 
provided, however, that such transitional use shall 
not extend more than one hundred ( 100) feet from the 
boundary of the less restricted district. 

AMENDMENTS. 

The City Council may from time to time, on its own 
action or on petition, after public notice and meet
ings, as provided by law, and after report by the 
Plan and Zoning Commission, amend, supplement, 
or change the boundaries or regulations herein or 
subsequently established, and such amendment shall 
not become effective except by the favorable vote of 
a majority of all the members of the City Council. 
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Whenever any person, firm or corporation desires that any 
amendment, or change be made in this Ordinance, inclµding 
the text and/or map, as to any property•in the City, and 
there shall be presented to the Council a petition requesting 
such change or amendment and clearly describing the property 
and its boundaries as to which the change or amendment is 
desired, duly signed by the owners of fifty (SO) per cent of 
the area of all real estate included within the boundaries of 
said tract as described in said petition and, in addition , 
duly signed by the owners of fifty ( SO) per cent of the area 
of all real estate lying outside of said tract but within two 
hundred (200) feet of the boundaries thereof, and intervening 
streets and alleys not to be included in computing such two 
hundred (200) feet, it shall be the duty of the Council to vote 
upon said petition within ninety (90) days after the filing of 
such petition with the City Clerk. 

In case the proposed amendment, supplement or change be 
disapproved by the Plan and Zoning Commission , or a protest 
be presented duly signed by the owners of twenty (20) per 
cent or more either of the area of the lots included in such 
proposed change, or of those immediately adj a cent in the 
rear thereof, extending the depth of one lot or not to exceed 
two hundred (200) feet therefrom, or of those directly opposite 
thereto, extending the depth of one lot or not to exceed two 
hundred (200) feet from the street frontage of such opposite 
lots , such amendment shall not become effective except by 
the favorable vote of at least 3/ 4 of all the members of the 
Council. Whenever any petition for an amendment, supple
ment or change of the zoning or regulations herein contained 
or subsequently established shall have been denied by the 
City Council, then no new petition covering the same property 
or the same property and additional property shall be filed with 
or considered by the City Council until one ( 1) year shall have 
elapsed from the date of the filing of the first petition. 

FILING FEES. Before any action shall be taken as provided in 
this part, the party or parties proposing or recommending a 
change in the district regulations or district boundaries shall 
deposit with the City Clerk the sum of $25. 00 to cover the 
approximate costs of this procedure and under no conditions 
shall said sum or any part thereof be refunded for failure of 
said amendment to be enacted into law. 
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ARTICLE IX . 

9A-l 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT. 

PROCEDURE: 

1. 

2. 

Board Created: A Board of Adjustment is here
by established, which shall consist of five 
(5) members. The terms of office of the mem
bers of the Board of Adjustment and the manner 
of their appointment shall be as provided by 
Statute. 

Meetings: The meetings of the Board shall be 
held at the call of the chairman , and at such 
other times as the Board may determine: Such 
c hairman, or in his absence the acting chair
man, may administer oaths and compel the 
attendance of witnesses. All meetings of 
the Board shall be open to the public. The 
Board shall keep minutes of its proceedings , 
showing the vote of each member on each 
que stion, or if absent or failing to vote, in
dicating such fact, and sha ll keep records of 
its examinations and other official actions, 
all of which shall be immediately filed in the 
office of the Board and shall be a public record . 
The presence of three ( 3) members shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum . 

3. Appeals : Appeals to the Board may be taken 
by any person aggrieved or by any officer , de
partment , board or bureau of the City of 
Ankeny affected by any decision of the in 
spector of buildings. Such appeal shall be 
taken within ten (10) days by filing with the 
inspector of buildings and with the Board a 
notice of appeal specifying the grounds thereof. 
The inspector of buildings shall forthwith trans
mit to the Board all papers constituting the 
record upon which the action appealed from is 
taken. 

An appeal stays all proceedings in furtherance 
of the action appealed from, unless the in
spector of buildings certifies to the Board, 
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9A- 2 

after notice of appeal shall have been filed with him, 
that by reason of the facts stated in· the certificate a 
stay would, in his opinion, cause imminent peril to 
life or property. In such case, proceedings shall not 
be stayed otherwise than by a restraining order which 
may be granted by the Board or by a court of record on 
application on notice to the inspector of buildings, 
and on due cause shown. 

The Board shall fix a reasonable time for the hearing 
on the appeal, give public notice thereof as well as 
due notice to the parties in interest, and decide the 
same within a reasonable time . At the hearing any 
party may appear in person or by agent , or by attorney. 
Before an appeal is filed with the Board of Adjustment , 
the appellant shall pay a fee of $ 5 . 00 to be credited 
to the general fund of the City of Ankeny. 

POWERS AND DUTIES . The Board shall have the fol
lowing powers , and it shall be its duty: 

1. 

2 . 

To hear and decide appeals where it is 
alleged there is an error in any order , re
quirements, decision, or determination 
made by the inspector of buildings in the 
enforcement of this Ordinance. 

To grant a variation in the regulations 
when a property owner can show that his 
property was acquired in good faith and 
where by reason of exceptional narrow
ness, shallowness, or shape of a specific 
piece of property, or where by reason of ex
ceptional topographical conditions or other 
extraordinary or exceptional situations the 
strict application of the terms of this, Ordi
nance actually prohibits the use of his 
property in a manner reasonably similar to 
that of other property in the District, or 
where the Board is satisfied under the evi
dence before it, that the granting of such 
variation will alleviate a clearly demon
strable hardship; provided, however, that 
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all variations granted under this clause shall 
be in harmony with the int.ended spirit and pur
pose of this Ordinance. 

3. To permit the following exceptions to the dist
rict regulations set forth in this Ordinance, 
provided all exceptions shall by their design, 
construction and operation adequately safe
guard the health, safety and welfare of the 
occupants of adjoining and surrounding prop
erty, shall not impair an adequate supply of 
light and air to adj a cent property , shall not 
increase conges tion in the public streets , 
shall not increase public danger of fire and 
safety , and shall not diminish or impair es
tablished property values in surrounding areas: 

a . To permit erection and use of a building or 
the use of premises or vary the height and 
the regulations in any location for a public 
service corporation for public utility pur
poses or for purposes of public communica
tion, which the Board determines is reason
ably necessary for the public convenience 
or welfare. 

b . To permit the extension of a district where 
the boundary line of a district divides a lot 
in a single ownership as shown of record or 
by existing contract or purchase at the time 
of the passage of this Ordinance , but in no 
case shall such extension of the district 
boundary line exceed forty (40) feet in any 
direction. 

DECISIONS: 

1. In exercising the above-mentioned powers, the 
Board may, in conformity with the provisions of 
law, reverse or affirm, wholly or partly , or 
modify the order, requirement, decision or de
termination appealed from , and may make such 
order, requirement, decision or determination 
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ARTICLE X. 

2. 

3 . 

as it believes proper, and to that end shall 
have all the powers of the inspector of build
ings. The concurring vote of three (3) of the 
members of the Board shall be necessary to 
reverse any order, requirement, decision or 
determination of the inspector of buildings, 
or to decide in favor of the applicant on any 
matter upon which it is required to pass under 
this Ordinance; provided, however, that the 
action of the Board shall not become effective 
until after the resolution of the Board, setting 
forth the full reason for its decision and the 
vote of each member participating therein, 
has been spread upon the minutes. Such reso
lution, immediately following the Board's final 
decision, shall be filed in the office of the 
Board, and shall be open to public inspection. 

Every variation and exception granted or denied 
by the Board shall be supported by a written 
testimony or evidence submitted in connection 
therewith. 

Any taxpayer, or any officer, department, board 
or bureau of the City of Ankeny or any person or 
persons jointly or severally aggrieved by any 
decision of the Board may present to a court of 
record a petition, duly verified, setting forth 
that such decision is illegal , in whole or in 
part, specifying the grounds of the illegality. 
Such petition shall be presented to the court 
within thirty (30) days after the filing of the 
decision in the office of the Board. 

CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY. 

1. No land shall be occupied or used, and no 
building hereafter erected or structurally al
tered shall be occupied or used in whole or 
in part for any purpose whatsoever, until a 
certificate is issued by the Zoning Admini
strator, stating that the building and use 
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comply with the provisions of this Ordinance 
and the building and healt'h Ordinances of the 
City of Ankeny. 

2 . No change of use shall be made in any build
ing or part thereof, now or hereafter erected 
or structurally altered, without a permit being 
issued therefor by the Zoning Administrator. 
No permit shall be issued to make a change 
unless the changes are in conformity with the 
provisions of this Ordinance. 

3 . Nothing in this part shall prevent the contin
uance of a non-conforming use as hereinbefore 
authorized, unless a discontinuance is neces
sary for the safety of life or property. 

4. Certificates for occupancy and compliance 
shall be applied for coincidentally with the 
application for a building permit, and shall 
be issued within ten (10) days after the law
ful erection or alteration of the building is 
completed . A record of all certificates shall 
be kept on file in the office of the inspector 
of buildings, and copies shall be furnished 
on request to any person having a proprietary 
or tenancy interest in the building affected. 

5. No permit for excavation for, or the erection 
or alteration of any building shall be issued 
before the application has been made for cer
tificate of occupancy and compliance, and no 
building or premises shall be occupied until 
that certificate and permit is issued. 

6. A certificate of occupancy shall be required 
of all non-co nforming uses. Application for 
certificate of occupancy for non-conforming 
use shall be filed within twelve ( 12) months 
from the effective date of this Ordinance, 
accompanied by a ffid a vits of proof that such 
non-conforming use was not established in 
violatio n of Ordinance No. 115 or amendments 
thereto . 
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ARTI C LE XI. 

llA-1 

llA-2 

ADMINISTRATION, BUILDING PERMITS. 

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR. 

1. 

PLATS . 

1. 

The City Council shall appoint a Zoning Ad
ministrator, who shall be charged with the 
responsibility of enforcement of this Ordi
nance. The Zoning Administrator shall have 
the following powers and duties: 

To inspect and approve the building permit 
application for conformance to the Zoning 
Ordinance, before the building permit is 
issued by the Building Department. 

To report all zoning violations to the City 
Council, including a written report of the 
facts pertaining to such violation. 

To attend all meetings of the Plan and Zoning 
Commission. 

To act as Secretary of the Board of Adjust
ment and to carry out and enforce any de
cisions or determinations by such Board . 

Each application for a building permit shall 
be accompanied by a plat in duplicate drawn 
to scale, showing the actual dimensions of 
the lot to be built upon, the size, shape and 
location of the building to be erected and such 
other information as may be necessary to pro
vide for the enforcement of this Ordinance . 
The Zoning Enforcement Officer must approve 
such building permit applications for conform
ance to the Zoning Ordinance before a building 
permit can be issued. 
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ARTICLE XII 

12A-l 

ANNEXATION OF LAND. 

ANNEXATION. 

1. All land hereafter annexed to the City of 
Ankeny shall be automatically zoned "R-1" 
Single-Family Residence until such classi
fication is changed by amendment in accord
ance with provisions established in this 
Ordinance. 

ARTICLE XIII ENFORCEMENT, VIOLATION, PENALTIES. 

l 3A- l ENFORCEMENT. 

13A-2 

ARTICLE XIV 

14A-l 

1. 

2. 

The City Council shall enforce the prov1s10ns 
of this Ordinance through the proper legal 
channels, but may delegate the duty of admini
stering it to such officials of the City as it may 
deem proper. 

Any person objecting to the ruling of any official 
on the administering of the provisions of this law 
shall have the right to appeal to the Board of Ad
justment. 

VIOLATION AND PENALTIES. 

1. 

VALIDITY. 

1. 

Any person, firm or corporation who violates, 
disobeys, omits, neglects or refuses to com
ply with or who resists the enforcement of any 
of the provisions of this Ordinance, upon con
viction shall be fined not more than $100. 00 for 
each offense. Each day that a violation is per
mitted to exist constitutes a separate offense. 

Should any section or provision of this Ordi
nance be declared by a court of competent 
jurisdiction to be invalid, that decision shall 
not affect the validity of thE:; Ordinance as a 

whole or any part thereof, other than the part 
so declared to be invalid. 
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