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PROGRESS 

At the dawn of a new year, it is fitting and proper that Iowa 
farmers pause for a few minutes to reflect upon the growth and 9ro­
gress of their industry. At times our imm ediate problems becom e s o 
large that our persp ective is distort ed and we fail to r eali ze just 
how far we ha ve progr ess ed. At suc h times it is refreshing to turn 
back the pages of history and call to memory the conditions tha t 
existe .. d at an earlier date . 

n 1857, the Icwa State Agricultura l Society published an Agri­
crultura l report of Icwa. Thi s volum e wa s a surnr,1ary of the f a i rs and 
agric¼J.tural ex~ibits h eld in the · state during the year. The publi­
cation a~so co:1tai o ed a 3hor t report on agricultural ccnditions in 
each of the c:-:.1. m t le s then organi zed. The following notes ar e taken 
from this rerort and from the 1936 Iowa Year Book of Agriculture. 

EXP~RifvEJ'i T STATION 
1857 
~e educat ion the fc:rmer requir es differs but little from the proper 
education of any other man. But we m11st have a farm-observatory, an 
experim ent station of ~~e proper kind: before we can hope to shed 
that light on Agriculture , and extend that aid to the farm ers of 
which they are now most in need. 
1936 
- -TSe Iowa Agricultural Experiment Station during the past year worke.1 
on more than 300 different projects. At the close of the year, there 
were 339 active projects assigned to the 14 sections and 16 sub­
s ections of th e station. Report s of extension agen ts in 100 counties 
show a total of 161,085 families reached by agents and specia lists 
with agricultural and home economics information. 

STATE FAIR 
1857 
-The numbers of entries this yea.r are 11 31, exceeding those of last 
year by 175. 
1936 
~e State Fair report shows a total of 28,999 entries. 

HOGS 
1857 
---xilamakee County: The hogs of our county are mostly ''Prairie Rooters'. 

Black Hawk County: Of hogs the amount is limited. The 11 Hog La w" is 
in force in this county, and there are some farmers that think they 
cannot r a ise hog s unle ss they are allowed to run at large, so they 
raise but few. 

Marion County: The Suffolks and Irish Grazers have been introduced 
into this county. 
1936 
-26.7% of the total numb er of hogs slaughtered under federal insp ec­
tion were produced in Iowa. 

PASTURES 
1857 
~vis County: Clov er is r a ised to some extent Rnd we have some very 
respectable blue grass pastures. 

./ J 
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Johnson Count:,: A, few folks . have laid down blue grass pastures, and 
from . the recent demand for grass seed, it would seem that they are 
exerting in influence in the direction of tame pastures and meadows. 

Decatur County: Clover seems to bid fair to do well but not so 
with timothy. 

Muscatine County: Blue grass holds well and will come into very 
general cultivation. Whether it will ever wear out has not been de­
cided uppn by the oldest inhabitants. 
1936 
Assessors• reports show 10,333,262 acres in blue grass pastures. 

MACHINERY 
1857 - Farm Engine·:-A portable steam engine, exhibited by Townsend, 
Smith & Company, of Davenport, for farm and other purposes, was. in 
operation on the ground. An engine on wheels was a novelty to most 
o! the visitors, and attracted considerable _attention. 

Davis County: We have not a sub-soil plow in the county. We have 
no wheat drill in the county and our wheat as a general thing is put 
in in a sloven~y m~nner. 

Des Moines County: In a few instances corn planters have been 
tried with marked success. 

Poweshiek County: . The common breaking and fallow plows and the 
three-cornered harrow ~re all the implements used. 

Wapello County: Hand corn planters have been used considerably, 
but do not meet with general approbation. 
1936 - ' Assessors' reports show a total of 83,656 tractors on Iowa farms as 
of January 1, 193?. 

DAIRY 
1857 

Polk County: We have no dairies in the county and but little 
attention is paid to the extensive making of butter and cheese al­
though it Qan be successfully done. 

Des Moines County: 206,026 pounds of butter ancl 24,451 pounds of 
cheese were made. 

Washington County: 200,.000 pounds of butter and 75,000 pounds of 
cheese were sold. 

1936 
Iowa creameries produced 207,826,088 pounds of b~tter and 4,411,067 
pounds of cheese. 

The agricultural industry o this state has·a right to be proud 
of its past accomplishments, proud of the part it has played in the 
development of the greatest wealth producing state in the nation. 
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The grasshopper ·s~ry ey conducted jointly by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, State D~partment of Agriculture, Experiment Station 
and Extension Service of Iowa State College, shows the potential 
danger of i serious gra sshopper infestation ln 1938. 

The survey r eveals heavy depo s its of gra sshopp er eggs in pr acti­
cally all of the ninety-nine counties of the state. Although the 
greatest number of egg ma s ses were found in t he southern and western 
counties, practically all counties showed egg deposits above normal. 
In releasing the results of the survey, Dr. Carl J. Drake, Sta te Ent~ 
mologist pointed out that the large number of eggs in the soil does 
not warrant the prediction that heavy ~rasshopper damage will occur 
next year--weather conditions during the late spring and early summer 
to a large Bxt ent will determine the seriousness of the infestation. 

In the opinion of Dr. Drake, a compara tively hot dry season such 
as prevailed in 1936 would produce a serious outbreak of grasshopp ers. 
On. the other hand, heavy r a ins and continued wet weather such as ex­
isted in 1937 would in a large measure reduce the potential dan5er and 
produce a gra sshopper situation comparabl e with the one existing dur­
ing the past year. Dr. Drake predicted that even with wea ther con­
ditions favorable for the de s truction of young hoppers, there would 
be areas in the state where it would be necessary to carry on a 
poisoning c ampaign to prevent crop damage. 

These forecasts a re the result of two separate surveys conducted 
in Iowa during the past fall. The one survey was an actual count of 

· adult hoppers and ·the other a count of the number of grasshopper egg 
masses actually deposited in the ground. The results of t h ese two 
surveys are compiled and t abulated and used as a ba sis for planning 
a control campaign during the coming y ear. 

The Iowa surveys were conducted by Dr. George C. Decker and 
A. D. Worthington. In commenting on the work, Mr. Worthington pointed 
out that in the No.l area on the map , there is a pot ential possibility 
for 20 to 30 per cent of the crop to b e infested and destroyed if the 

,. weather is favorable to the hatc hing and dev elopment of the young 
hoppers. In the N0.2 area, it i s potentially possible for 50 to 75 
per cent of the crop to be infested a nd destroyed if the wea ther is 
favorable, and in the No.3 area, with the a s s istance of favorable 
weather, the potential infestation and crop destruction would run 
between 75 and 100 per cent. -

Cold weather and winter snows ' appar antly do not a ff ect the eggs, 
and under agricultural conditions exi s ting in IowA, it is impr actical 
to attempt to de s troy egg deposits, according to Thoma s L. Curran, 
State Secr etary of Agriculture. Dr. Curran sa id tha t a ll precautions 
would be tak en to p.rovi d. e IO\va farm ers with an a c..equa t e supply of 
poison bait mat erials to be used in c ase the outbreak should ma t eri al-
ize. 
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Warehouse certificates representing 8,864,309 bushels of corn 
have been f i led with the Department of Agriculture as of December 28, 
accor ding to Dr. Thomas L. Curran. 

Dr. Curran pointed out that these certificat es represent corn 
sealed under the Iowa Unbonded Agricultural Warehouse Law and are a 
basis for both federal and private loans. This tabulation do es not 
give a true picture of the actual number of bushels of c0rn under 
seal, since thousands of certificates which have been issued have 
not a s yet b~en forwarded to the department. There is usually a l apse 
of from three or four days to a week from the time the certific a t es 
are issued until the duplicate copies are forwarded to the sta te 
office. 

Dr. Cur ran estimat ed tha t there are at least · l5,000,000 bu sh els 
of corn under s eal at the present time. 

CORN SAMPLES HAVE LOW MOISTURE CONTENT 

The State Agricultu~al Cons ervation Committee ha s completed 
moisture tests on 15,054 corn samples, submitted by applic ants for 
federal loans, according to H. L. Dieterich, member of the Committ ee. 

The report shows an average moistur e content of about 17% for 
the state a s a whole. The lowest moisture cont ent is about 12%, 
these sample s , in the majority of cases, come from the west ern and 
southern parts of the state, and the av er age for this district, 
according t ·o Ur. Dieterick, is approximat ely 14 to 15%. The av er age 
moisture content in the central and northern parts of the sta t e is 
about 18% and a small area in the northeastern part of the state 
averages 19%. Mr. Dieterich reported that only one-tenth of one per 
cent of the samples submitted were ineligible for a loan because of 
excess moisture content. Most of the ineligible samples are from the 
northeastern distric~. · 

FARM FORECLOSURl§ 

Farm foreclosures in August were the smallest for f.my month 
during ti~e last four y ears, according to A. s. Goss, Land Bank Com­
mission er of th e Farm Cr edit Administration. During the month, 
for eclosur0s throughout the Unit ed Sta t es by all lenders numb ered 
only 2,991. For the third quarter of 1937 foreclosures total ed 
9,719, compar ed with 12,560 for the corresponding period in 1936--a 
decline of 23 per cent. The current estimate is the smallest for any 
three-month p eriod s ince data were first compiled in 1933. 
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BUSHELS OF CORN UNDER SEAL IN STATE 

Counti 
Adair 
Adams 
Allamak ee 
Appanoos e 
Audubon 
Benton 
Black Hawk 
Boo'n e 
Bremer 
Buchanan 
Buena Vi s t a 
Butl er 
Calhoun 
Carroll 
Cass 
Cedar 
Cerro Gordo 
Cheroke e 
Chickasaw 
Clarke 
Clay 
Clayton 
Clinton 
Crawford 
Dalla s 
Davis 
Dec a tur 
Delawar e 
Des Moin e s 
Dickin son 
Dubuque 
Emmet 
Fay ett e 
Floyd 
Franklin 
Fremont 
Gr eene 
Grundy 
Guthrie 
Hamilton 
Hancock 
Hardin 
Harr1son 
Henry 
Howard 
Humboldt 
Ida 
Iowa 
Jacks on 
J asper 

No. Bu~ 
99,148 
19,907 

6,620 
1,280 

193,429 
95,908 

312,260 

33,304 
388,040 

4,795 
475,423 
291,889 
95,263 
57,070 
66,502 

978 
33,349 

245,697 

121,192 
99,687 
29,814 

31,585 

165,489 

21,541 
5,319 

12,566 
51,616 

279,629 

173,827 
181,896 

74,897 
115,031 

4,695 
305,294 

79,458 
79,597 

33,832 

Count,r 

Jefferson 
Jo.hnson 
Jones 
Keokuk 
Kos suth 
Lee 
Linn 
Louisa 
Lucas 
Lyon 
Ma dison 
Mahaska 
Marion 
Mar shall 
Mill s 
Mitchell 
Monona 
Monroe 
Montgom ery 
Mu scatine 
O'Bri en 
Osc eola. 
Page 
Palo Alto 
Plymouth 
Poc ahonta s 
Polk 
E . Pott aw a t t am i e. 
W. Pottawa tt amie 
Poweshi ek 
Ringgold 
Sac 
Scott 
Shelby 
Sioux 
Story 
Tama 
Taylor 
Union 
Van Buren 
Wapello 
Warren 
Washington 
Wayne 
Web s ter 
Winneba(jo 
Winn eshiek 
Woodbury 
Worth 
Wright 

Pag e 6 

No. Bu. 
42, 480 
86,728 
31,952 

191,616 

30,221 
2 2 ,928 

182,732 
124,790 

60,9 30 
4,144 

309,394 
100,013 

6,810 
265,762 

4,985 
61,752 

230,069 
44, 201 
86,008 

165,947 
467,918 

16,940 
30,44 6 

116,224 

24,695 
51,264 

174,699 
213,325 
314,373 
148,217 

27,140 

13,117 
20, 680 .. ' 

144,609 
8., 191 

213,980 
29,904 

223, ·076 
41,44 2 

242,780 

TOTAL ~ 8, 864,~309 

(Compil ed from f a rm warehouse c ertific a tes fil ed wi th t he Iowa De­
partment of Agriculture a s of Decemb er 28, 1937.) 

~ 
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·Pr eliminary r eports r ec eived from coop er a tive observers of the 
Weather Divi s ion of the Iowa Department of Agriculture show tha t the 
past Dec e~b er ha s been the wintri est for sev eral y ears. 

In 'Y'.el·eas ing the r eport, Dr. Thoma s L. Cur r an point ed out tha t 
temp er a tur es ha ve averaged lower than usua l a nd ther e has b e en more 
precipiti tion in the form of snow, sle e t and rain. The reports indi~ 
cated thi t most of the ice covering in the stat e wa s underla in with 
layers of snow or granula r s le et. This cov ering s erved to avert 
damage to wint er grains , gra s s es and clov er. 

WEIGHT TICKETS RE~UI RED 

Coal hauler s and deal ers were warned t oday by C. S. Bogl e , Chi ef 
Insp ector of the Sta te Department of Agr i culture, that stat e l aw 
requir es tha t each deliv ery of coal, cha rcoal or coke must b e accom­
pani ed by duplic a te delivery tickets; ticket s to b e ma de out in ink 
or indelibl e pencil and distinctly show the gross weight of the loa d, 
the weight of the delivery v ehicl e and th e n et amount of the commo dity 
together with the nam es of the purcha s er and the deal er from whom 
purchased. The hauler or deal er is requir ed to d eliver one copy of 
the weight ticket to the purcha s er. 

Mr. Bogle explained tha t thi s l aw wa s enact ed to protect the 
coal consum0r and guarante e him honest weight on h is purc ha s e s. He 
r eported tha t tne department insp ectors ha d be en instruct ed to rigidly 
enforc e provi s ions of this l aw and to pros ecut e violators. 

NEILSEN HONORED 

Clar enc e Neils en of Independence, Iowa, wa s elect ed pre s i dent 
of the Am eric an Butt er Institute at the tw enty-ninth annual mee ting 
of the organiza tion. 

Mr. Ni el sen i s manager of the Blue Vall ey Creamery Company at 
Indep endence, Iowa , and was form erly pr es i d~nt of th e Butter Indus­
t~ies Committee i n Iowa. 

According to the Burea u of Agricultura l Sconomics, cotton seed 
oil compris e~ ab out 49 p er c ent and coconut oil only 24 per c ent of 
the fat s and oil s used in t h e pro duction of oleomargarine dur ing the 
fir s t nine months of 1937. In som e former y ears, coconut oil com­
prised 75 per cent of all f a t s u s ed in the production of ol eomarga­
rine. 
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A market barrow show will be a feature- -of' •the 1938 Iowa State 
Fair, accord.ing to an announc ement.,.ma-dc by A. R. Cor.ey, Secretary of 
-the Fair Board. The announo-enrent followed a conference between the 
membe·rs ~at···t:n~ mate-Fair Board and members of the Iowa Swine Pro­
duc,-ers' Association. 

The board alloted $1500.00 as premiums for the barrow show. 
Tentative plans indicate that the show will be divided into two 
classes by weight; one class from 170 to 210 pounds, the oth er class 
from 210 to 250 pounds. The exhibits will consist of individual a s 
well as p ens of three. 

Barrows will also bi shown separately by breeds with special 
classes providing for grades and cross-breds . All barrows shown 
must be farrowed on or after February . l, 19 38. It is planned to 
judge this exhibit and sell the entries by Sa turday of the first 
week of the Fair, in order to provide p en room for the incoming 
purebred herds. 

E. J. Morrissey, President of the Iowa Swine Producers' Assoc­
iation explained that this type of show would: 

(1) Attract practical hog rais ers and give them 
an opportunity to compete with each other. 

(2) Tend to s et standar ds for market hogs . 

(3) Cr eate a gr eat er public interest in proper 
market type. 

(4) Focus attention of the purebred breeders on 
the ideal typ e of market hog. 

HERRICK ON LEAVE 

Robert S. Herrick, Secretary of the Iowa State Horticultural 
Society, has taken a two months ' le a ve of ab s ence without pay, to 
travel in southwestern United Sta t e s and Old Mexico. 

Mr. Herrick will visit r elatives in southern California, Yuma, 
Arizona, and College Station, Texas, where a cousin of Mr. Herrick's, 
Professor Charles Shepardson, is Head of the Dairy Husbandry Depart­
ment of Texas State College. 

Mr. Herrick exp ects to r eturn to Des Moin es about the tent~ of 
February, when he will r e sume his duties as head of the Horticultural 

-Department, under Dr. Thomas L. Curran, Secretary of Agriculture 
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The i5-jewel gold watch offered by the .American Steel and Wire 
Company for the outstanding dairy record book of the state wis 
awarded to Albert ·and Arthur W~ll~ci of Williamsburg, Iowa, .:according 
to Ernest M. Wright, Field Secretary of the Iowa State Dairy Assoc­
iation. 

The record book winning the award was on a purebred Jersey heifer 
entered in .4-H Club work in 1935 and carried through the full thre e­
year project. 

The two boys have been prominent in 4-H Club work for a number 
of years. Arthur is now president of the Iowa Boys' 4-H Association 
and Albert is president of the Iowa County Association. 

Mr. Wright reported that further results of the 4-H record book 
contest in which the Iowa State Dairy Association will award $300.00 
in cash prizes will be announced as soon as they have been tabula ted. 

CORN AND SMALL GRAIN SHOW FEBRUARY 7-11 

The premium list for the thirty-sixth Annual Corn and Small Grain 
Show has been completed and is now available for distribution, accord­
ing to Joe L. Robin son, Secretary of the Iowa Corn and Small Grain 
Growers' As sociation. 

In addition to ordinary classes, premiums will be offered for 
the longest ear of corn and for the heaviest ear of corn. In the 
lon~ear class, measurements ' are to be made from the outside of the 
last kernel on the butt of the ear to the last kernel on the top. In 
the heavy-ear class, the ears will be weighed a t the tim~ of judging 
and no entry may contain more than 20% of moisture. 

Mr. Robinson predicted an outstanding show this year because of 
the excellent · growing season. 

IOWA CROP INCOME IN 1937 INCREAs:::s OVER 1936 

The end of the season survey of Iowa's crops by the Division of 
Agricultural Statistics of the Iowa State Department of Agriculture 
tende~ to confirm most of the earlier indications for increased pro­
duction and increased cash farm income in 1937 from crops. 

Total cash fRrm income in 1937 from crop s is estimated at 
$79,500,000 as compared with $73,500,000 in 1936, or an incr ease of 
about 8.0 per cent. Of the thirty crop it ems included in the farm 
income estimates, corn was the principal crop item showing a decline 
from Est ye~r in contribution to the total cash income although 
twenty-three other crops were listed as having larger cash incomes 
than in 19~6. 

(Continued) 
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Iowa Crop Income in 1937 Increases Over 1936, (Continued) 

Total .tonnage of the major grain and feed crops produced in Iowa 
in 1937 was n early ninety (90) per cent grea,ter than in 1936, and 
about fourte en (14) per cent greater than the average crop tonna,ge 
p~oduced in the five-year period (1928-32). Comparisons with pro­
duction in 1936 ar e hardly parallel comparisons b ec ause of drought 
conditions in that year and g en erally favorable producing condit ions 
in 1937. 

~v erage yi elds per acre of the important crops in 1937 were 
substanti a lly gr ea t er than in 1936, a nd wer e well above the aver age 
yields in the fiv e-year period 1928-32, exc epting for wheat and 
buckwhea t as shown in the following t able: 

Yi eld Per Acr e in 1937 
in Eer cent of 

1936 1928-32 Average 

Corn 
Wh eat 
Oa t s 
Barl ey 
Ry e 
Buckvvhea t 
Flax 
Soybeans 
Hay 

254.2 
89.3 

160.7 
200.0 
135.7 
122.2 
143.7 
132.1 
120.7 

117.5 
97.4 

126.8 
112.7 
123.4 
93.2 

121.0 
112.8 
108 .1 

In t erms of estimated total c ash f arm income from crop it ems 
and from lives tock and livestock products, the account do es not stand 
quite as f avora bl e as in 1936 a s indic a t ed by this comparison of 
total cash farm income in 1936 and 1937, namely $569,377,000 and 
$522,356,000 in order. Broken down into their component parts, the 
comparative i ncome estimates are as follows: 

It ems 
Crops 

Cash Farm Income in Iowa 

1936 

$73,500,000 

Livestock and Livestock products 470, 4 50,000 

Government Payments 25,427i000 

TOTAL $569,377,000 

1937 
$79,500,000 

418,050,000 

24,806,000 

$522,3 56i 000 
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