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EXTENSION SERVICE 
AGRICU LTURAL AND H OME E CONOMICS ANNUAL REPORT-1931 

I ow a , 'tatr "'oll ege, nit d , ' t atPs ])ppar t rn cn t of \ o-r icul t ur and 
ou n t y ] ! arm B u rpaus 001 er atin o· 

" L rwn While Y01i Earn" 

The purpos of extension work at lowa tate ll e?'e i.s to 
bring udditional c :lncationu 1 opportunities 1 o l owa p ople. 

Th wo1·k ol' the E x~ nsion rvi e i .· prima ri ly in t he rural 
field , 1 ]though it · b nefi ts c1 r·e extend d to towns ,rnd citi es. 'l'hcr 
are in the sta te somethin g over 200,000 farms wiih approxi.mat 1y 
one million p op1 1i.ving th er eon . In order t o cover thi s fl 1<.1 
most eff tively -xtcn .-ion work is conducted th rough organize 1 
groups of farmer. . The stat law de ·igrn1te.- the ounty Ii'arm 
Bureau as th officia I county xtcnsion organization to cooperate 
with the Exten.-ion 'ervicc. The Exten sion ervice, however, o
ciperatcs with all groups that desire help in edu ationa I acti viti es. 
~ t the present time e luca tionn ! work is being con duct d wi th the 
variou, farm organiz11tion .-, in cludin~· cooperative livestock, grain , 
butt r and milk mnrketin ?· associations. Educational hcl ps ;-He 
o-iven t the va rious state .- npported association.- , to commcr r i.al, 
civi , ommunity und :ervire ]uh ; and to · hoo ls, church ~;, 

club · and parent -teach rs' association.·. 

Brief General Summary 
During the past year the program ha. gon forward i.n spite 

of dis oura ging :fin ancin l lifficn lti es. l n man . cases farm con
diti ons have in cr ;J.-ed the demand for additional in-formation. 

County ext nsion a~rent r eport · ·how the t otal number or me -t
ings n nd demon st rati ns held overin°· all Jin s of cndcc1vor, in

lu :ling the follow-up work of 1oca1 lead r · and town. hi p meet-
ings~ to be 9,652. 

Educa tiona l work i.n conn ection with meetin gs and demons~ra-
t i.on .- is however, on ly a part of the program. Field agents 1·e
port a t ota l of 334,900 offi e rall. , 235,070 phon e call .- and 7.J ,379 
visits to fa 1ms and home. . P ersonal letters written num.bcr 192,-
347 and th numb r of news arti ·les published 34,416 . total 
of 468,700 pieces of literature was us d i.n educationa I a ti viti cs. 

In club work there were, 1, 21 women and 1,020 m -n who 
a ·ted as commi.ttc mcrnb rs leaders and a~·sistant leaders of 
local boys' and girls ' clubs. The total memb r .·hi.p in 4-II clubs 
wa 27 021, an in cr asc of 2,67 or 11 percent over the pr eviou 
year. The succe.- of th 4-II club mov m nt i,· large ly due t th 
he1p of the local 1 aders. 

In a 11 1in s of work ext nsion :fi e1d agents report, ( ,6c>6 men 
and 9 632 women or a total of 1 ,28 who gav of th eir ti.me in 
one ca.pa ity or another to ca rry the proo-ram forward. rreat 
redi.t is due them for th - ·ervi e which they have o·iven. 
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The Extension Program 
The pr_oa-ram of the Ext nsion ervice ha oTown out of years 

f . '_Perien e and the ooperation of some 60,000 Iowa farm 
fam1he . The program recognize that farmin a- i not alone a 
way of ~akina- a living but a] o a way of li -f~, and that any 
worthwhile rural program mu t take into onsideration the home 
a~nd the ~ommunity a we_ll as th di tinctly farm opera tions. 
~~e fi ld i o lar0·e that with the pre ·ent public -fund available 
1t ! n c ssary to enli. t as much Jocal ooperation as po sible. 'J.10 
th1 end farmers have contributed thr u a-h farm bureau member-
hip approximately $300,000 per year and what is e ti.mated to 

b an equal amount in valu throtwh voluntary ervi es. 
The pro0Tam has ix gen ral divi ions a follows : 

~onoral E conomic and Em rg ncy Prob]. ms 
Low Co ·t Prnduction of Farm Product. 
E conomica l Mark ting and Distribution 
Homo Project Activiti R 

Boy · ' and Girl ' 4-H lub 
Community Organization and D v lopm nt 

General Economic and Emergency Problems 
Taxation 

. 01~ taxation the _Extension ervic ha published an l wide]y 
distri?;tted ~xtens10_n Bulletin No. ~50 '' The Tax y tern of 
Iowa. Thi bulletm ha helped brmo· about a better under-
ta1~ding_ of our pre ent tax y tern and has oTeatly encourao·ed 

a_n m_telhg~ nt tudy of taxes. tate-wide campaio·n of educa
tion i bemg conducted by the Ext nsion Servi e and county 
farm bureau to how where the tax dollar go . Findino- out 
how th . tax dollar is colJ ected and how the tax fol.lar is expended 
are lo0'1cal approache . to any intelligent tudy of our present tax 
y~tem. This tat -w1de effort j b ino- carried on throtwh town

i;;hip farm bureau other farm o-roup and commercial and civic 
oro·anjzation . 

Economic Information 

For the _pa -t 10 -~ear . the Exten ion ervice has publish d a 
monthly CH' ular, · A 0T1cultural Economic Facts'' which ha 
given informati_on on erniiw the r elative value of fa~m product 
as compared with manufa tured articles or in other word the 
purcha ing power of the farm dollar. It ha o·iven trend in 
bu ines which affect agricultural condition , price condition 
on farm products, the ·ituation relative to torao-e holdina-s car 
Joadin ~· , outlook information and special articles on tariff;, in-
ternational trade, land utilization, and so forth. ome 12 000 
of Iowa ' lea Eng citizens receive this pamphlet. ' 

'J.1h Extension ervice and county farm bureau hav con
ducted a continuou pro 0 -ram of education on the laro-er eco
nomic que tio1: . It hould be remembered, however, that any 
c0an°· made m uch problem mu t come throuo·h majority ac
tion of the people or majority action of their representatives. 
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Emergency Problems 

The Extension Service ha o-iven much attention to emergency 
problems arisinp· a a r ult of the depress:ion. During the p_ast 
year a state-wide killino·, curing and cannm g of meat campa1~ 
was carried out. A , tate-wid" machin ery fi...,"'C-up and repair 
campaio·n was put on in all coun+ie . At ~he _Pre. ~nt tim~ a 
tate-wide veoetable an l fruit canning campa1°n i · bemo- carried 

out. Thi will be followed by a food torage and food onserva
tion campaign. Assi tance was given in setting up ?ounty _re
lief committees. The Extem·ion S rvic 0 ha · helped m makmo
federal crop production loan and in distributin° upplje in 
drouth and crop failure areas. 

Low Cost Production 

Th proo-ram of the Extension S rvice relative to c!~P I?r.o
duction is clo. eJ relat d to the probl m of land utihzat10n. 
The federal and tate governm nt are lowly developing a 
policy of cea ino- to bring new Janel into cultivation ~ntil it i 
needed and a policy of taking mar0·inal and submarg:mal land 
out of ultivation that i. not now needed. 

In Iowa educational work i being condu ted to encourage 
each farm 'operator to make a tudy of hi own farm with the 
purpose of makin g a better use of hi land. 'J.111 qualization fee, 
a form of compulsory cooperation in the sale of farm product , 
and the dome tic allotment plan, a form of re 0·ulation in the pro
duction of farm crop , have both been trono-ly advo ated bf fa:rJ?
O'roup . If any one of the many propo al for th m re mtelh
o-ent production of farm crop i carried out whether by vo!
untary educatonal methods as at pre ent, or by proposed ·erm
compul ory marketing or production allotment methods, two 
definite poJicie would appear to be common to all, as follows : 
Fir t , the oTadual change of ubmarginal, marginal and poor 
land from cuJtivated areas to pa ture range or timber area ; 
econd, improved farming method on more fertHe land. 

In short, all plan for land utilization thu far pr_esented tend 
toward lettin g th poor land revert to pa ture 0Tazmg or forest 
areas and to better farmin°· method on the good land. What 
then ~hould be the ·ound agricultural production poli y, in~ofar 
as Iowa i concerned ~ Fia-ure 1 show land value in th prin
cipal crop producing tates and will be helpful in determining 
thi point. 

The chart showg that Iowa land is valued from 14 percent 
above the value of land in Illinoi to 252 percent above the 
value of land in South Dakota. If the propos d land utilization 
plan of farmino· the good land better and letting the poor land 
remain in or revert to gTass and pasture and forest 1s correct, 
then Iowa has more urgent reasons than any other state to im-
prove her farming m thod . . . 

Apparently the farmer most likely to ucceed :m produc:mg 
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r hi. · labo1· ·who phrnt. th b st .· cl and ke ps th b .. t liYc
·_'tock: _ ·o 3.' t l' il [) ,rny ad \'c.llltage th Ht ma:' come tlll'ough qua l-
1ty of pl' du ct nnd cffici ~nt us of i~ c:ls in produ ing- li v stock 
I ~oduct.' an~l, fin,il l?, who m,n·k _ts. his pro lucts roopcrntivcly 
with oth r fi:~ l'm_ r:-:; ~n ordr t o ch mnrnt dumping and provide 
or ord 1·ly <l 1stl'Lbut1 011. uch J , p lan c,1rri.ed out on the in cl ivid-

ual farm wou ld m an in a ~large nnml r of ca. es not u lti, at in g 
: om a_c1· s c1t a ll and s_ lrng su ·h ac1·cs to perm,rn n1 pasture. 
_lt woulcl ffi illl the l' taho11 r crop.' 1-1nc1 th farn1ino' 0 r the 0'00} 

Janel b ttcr. Jt woulcl a_lso m_ an a p1· grnm of bctt r li vc.· r◊ •k, 
~ _tter s l b tt 1· ~1naht:r of pt· luet, better mark ting fa il -
1t1 ·, more 1· tm·11 . · l 01· each hour or human lab r . 
. ~n r(l 1· to ca l'l'Y thj_. p lan nt th e in divichrn I fow11 f,11·mcr 

l~vmg on Jo~_n 's hi_gh pri c<l f' r t iJ c soil needs more orgm1i za
t1011, mor coop mt10n and rnor in l'01·mation. rrhe prod uch on 
1n·o0Ta m o t th lt'-ten .. ion , ;c rvic i_. ba.' d on the l'ol' u·oino· 

n ·i leration an 1 c n lu .. i n , . n 

Dairy Extension Work 
Dairy xt nsion work ilJu.-trate_. the typ of prod urtion pro

g1·~m. that has b - n cani d on by th hxten sion 1· vic . In 
]a1ryrng th 1£xt nsion , ;ervi c has advocatecl not morn row: 
but b tter row_. bettei· f'ed , principa ll y with horn -oTown re d: , 
and bett r ar d .f r. 

In or] 1· t o- t bett 1· O\,vs the Ext n . ·ion ervi ha , work d 
with · unt 1 fann bm· a us, coopcrat iv er am ric.' and fairy 
organ izati ons. The Ext n .'i.on , rvi e has organ ized cow te ·t
ing associc1tio11 . in ordct to asc rtain the amou n t of butterfat 
a h ow 1 ro luces anJ c1 I. · to k -p a rccorcl or I' cl co t · in 

ord -r t cl t rmi11c th - e _.t f' 1n-oclucin°· butt ,. rat. J1"'or evcra l 
•1 a1· · pust approximat ly JOO l' these co w t .'1"in°' association.' 
hav b 11 in oper;:ition. In J 931 a total of 102 v r in op ra
tion ach employ in°· a man as t .t r. In 1931 a total of 2 u77 
h nl ·, 01· ;1, total of --1: c ,'"'93 cows w r e t est ed and 4 799 cows wer 
cu l I l out and so ld as money Jo,·ci·s. ':L1he av rage product1on o E 

mil]r ·1 r ow in these t st H,880 iation Wi-1.' 7,65r::: poullClS con
taining 303 pounds of' butterfat. _Fio-ur 2 .'hows th - prooTc · 
that ha_. been ma l by I wa prnclucer s or butt- r . -

In 1920, as . ·lwwn by fig·. 2 th fa tOl'y pro ]u bon o - butter 
WU.' in rom d number · )9 000,000 p und_. ; in 1930 i t wa 216 1-

00 ,000 pound.' 01· an in 1· a_. f 1-!2.6 p r cent. I uring th 
sam p 1·i l th numb r o I' <::ow_. incr eas l from 1 291,000 to 
1, -10,00 or 3. perc nt. 'l~h butter ma le n fa rms ha r -
main d "bout ronstant sin ec 1924 and p1·obab ly al out th ·a m 
for sevcn.1 l can; prior to 192--t- , although no es1"im ,.1tcs for thi. 
periocl ai· 11 vailab le. H seem.' certain that th ornmm ption or 
mi lk, i r c1:eam and er am increased dtning th period -from 
1920 t 1930. \.cco1·<l ing- to th be. t in rorma ti n available the 
amount I' c1·eam _.hipp cl into the .'tatc j_. app1·ox.imately equal 
to th amount _.hipped out . Th 0 i"a ct is that th tota l amount of
dair.) pro ]uct . in 1· i.l.' <l two un l two-fiJths time.' \\ hile the 
number of cows Temain cl almost onstant. rrhc O t oE pro
du ing- th e total amount or butterfat w;-i ,; gr a tl y redu ·eel 
thTongh more efficient m th l. 'J1hi. is n 1· mnrkable .'hawin g 
of- in r a. cd effi ien cy in producing dairy products. It ha · 
h 11 cl farm l '.' in 1· -a.'e th i:l' net r eturn for lu b r xp n led. 

BUTTER PRODUCTION AND NUMBER OF MILK cows IN row A 
PtQCENT 1920 TO 1930 
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1920 Figures ~ 100% Source - Iowa Yearbook 
Fig. 2. Trend in bull t· p 1· cl u cLion and number f cows. 



In addition to the ow test as ociation work extension 
speciali t , county went. · and other in 1931 held a t~tal of 1,614 
meetings on dairy feedin°', breeding and related topic . . 

Improvement. in Quality of Butter and Milk 

The Extension , ervice in cooperation with local c:-eameries 
and the State Department of Agriculture ha · worked con tantly 
to improve the quality of butter. 'rhe result are out tanding. 
At the present t ime, Iowa Stat Bran 1 butter is recognized on 
the east~m market· a of the highest quality. By improving 
the quality of butter two important things have b en accom
pli ·hed; fi rst, the producer receive more dollars for a given 
amount of butter and1 second, the con umer will eat more butter 
of h~ 0 'h quality than he will oE low quality. Improvement of 
quality add both to the price and the amount consumed. The 
improvement in quality of butter ha added much to the income 
of Iowa dairy farmers. 
. Qualit:y: i1:nproyement work in 1931 wa carried on by exten-
10n peciah t m 31 creameries by means of cream scoring 

w?rk. A total of 7,485 farm were reached and 47,160 samples 
of cream were scored. 
. Educational butter cori1:1-g work to bring about higher qual
ity butter wa conducted with 156 creamerie . Three additional 
creameries qua lified for the Im,va tate Brand. Special assist
ance on quality improvement was given to the Iowa State Brand 
Creamery marketing organization. 

City Milk Supply 

Milk scoring to improve the milk supply was done in 10 cities. 
A total of 2,076 patron were reached with 76 scorings. The 
total number of <;_•amples of milk scored wa 18,088. This work 

F i ·. 3. Da it-ym en are be in g- urgecl to keep 1. h l:! proven bull s , which mean s t he u se 
of o lde~· bull s. To pr0tect t he he lp t he u se of bull pen s\ is urged . Here is 
one bm lt stron g and cheaply from an old automobile chassi . 

Fig. 4. 
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Much interest is shown in cattle feeding tours. A number of feeders in 
t hese demonstration s have kept c lose records on feed used a nd ga ins se
cured. 

i a very important factor in improving the quality and increa ·
ing the quantity of whole milk consumed. 

The O'reat importance of the dairy program is shown by the 
fact that in 1930 dairy product accounted for about 22½ per
cent of the Iowa farmers' income. 

Animal Husbandry Extension Work 
With the aid of the Extension Service each county agent and 

county farm bureau conducted educational work in the feeding, 
selection, breeding and management of beef cattle, hogs, sheep 
and horses. In 1931 there were 1,791 local people who assisted 
actively with the work. Ninety-nine counties reported 1,492 
townships reached with definite work. A total of 3,652 meetings 
and demonstration on feedin°· and management were held with 
an attendance of 90,901. 

Pork ,Production 

For a number of years the College has given special attention 
to the problem of increa, ed fficiency in pork production. 
County agents and extension specialists cooperating with county 
farm bureaus and live tock marketin°· a sociations have given 
special emphasi to improved methods of feeding, care and 
management of hog . A pecial effort has been made to en 
courage the open field method of producing pork. It seems cer
tain that the cost of producin°· pork has been greatly reduced 
through improved sanitation and better feedinO' methods. 

It is difficult to procure definite information relative to in
creased efficiency in pork production. For several years past, 
however, the 0·overnment has collected information relative to 
the size of litter of pigs produced in the United States. 

Figure 5 shows that Iowa produced in 1922 an average of 
4.6 pigs per ow. In 1930 the number of pigs per sow had in-
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PERCEN·TAGE INCREASE IN SIZE OF LITTERS WEANED IN 1931 
AS COMPARED WI'rH 1922 

YEAR SIZE OF LITTERS WEANED 

192'2 

1931 

Fig . 5. The iz 

rea, l to 6 or an increa.· o f' alm ost 3] perc nt. An jn cr ase 
jn ize of li tt r fro m -l.6 pio'.• per .·ow to 6 pig: p r , ow would 
requir about '>00,000 lrs1:, brood sow · to produce Tow;-i ' u ual 
crop or hogs. Iowa farm -r .· ,uc, t he1·cf'or, avjng the ex[) n .·e 
of keepi ng 00 000 brood ·ow.· th1·ou0·h bett r m th ds of: ·wine 
manag m -nt. 

It j, 111t resting to note that thir-; in ·r· a.-ed cffi. ci ncy jn pro
du ing larger I itte1·s aid not 1·esult in produ jng a larger num
b r of hog-.-. Evi] nt l.r mor e in format ion as to 1 ork production 
djd not increas the to h:1 I nnmb r of hog· produc d. It did, 
howev r , 1· su it in grea t ly dcc1ca:-ing the feed and labor bil l 
for th number of hog. · that v ere l r du ed. 

'J.1here ha.· also been an improvement in qua lity of pork pro
duced. l owa market ho o>s ha v - longer an l leeper sides than 
they had JO or 1 years ago. This means more lea n m at and 
a higher qualit f [)Ork, and it ,·houlcJ re.-ult in a Jarg r ·on
·umption o E pork. 

TI og.- and fojq~ product.- combined repr .-ent between 60 :md 
6 percent of th e lowa f'a1:m er: ' in ·ome. In these two fi eld , 
repre · 1 t ing lose to two-thir ].- of th e average farmer 's in come, 
Iowa ha.- mad a fin showing of progres · in decrea .fo~, procluc
ti.on cost · luring- th pa.'t 10 yea rs. 

Poultry Extension Work 
.Ga h county ext -n ion ag :n t a11d coun ty far m bur au sup

p rt 1 by , pe ial hel [) from th olle 0 ·e conduct. a ·ontinuou. 
proo-ram a]mw pou lti·y lines. Thi ,• work is lon - in ooperation 
with v;-nfous local group.- and poult1·y association.· . Th 1·e were 
46 loc[l l peopJ who gave a tive he! p in th wotk. A tota I of 
636 meetin g~ . on the care, f ding an l management of poultry 
w re held with a r ported a tt n fan e or 13,261. 

J,'i 0 ·urc 6 ·hows a sharp in '.I' as i.n th production of egg 
b 0 ·im1i11 · about 1925. ':Chis in crea ·e f'o ll owed t}1 exte11siv 
poultry u llin°' campai 0 'n · put on by t}1 Extension , ervi e an 1 
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COMPARISON OF CHICKENS AND EGGS PRODUCED ON IOWA 
FARMS 

PERCENT ( I 900 = 100 % ) 
190 ,-----,----,--_!_'...-=-==-r-...:....::....=--r:.....!,_--,-----,,, 

175 

/60 

145 

130 

116 
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·,s ·20 '25 '30 
Source - US.Census 

F ig . 6. Numb r of pou lt ry on fa r m and gg produ ed. 

county f'arm bureaus. J ◄'rom 1925 to 1930 the numb r of 
chi ·kens increase l al ou t c p re nt ·whil e the number of ggs 
pro luced in reased 6. p re n t. 'rhe problem now is, as a lways, 
to o·et f'ewer and b tte1· hens. P lans ar under way to greatly 
im1~rov sanitation a11d lisea. e prevention. 

Dairy J rodurts, hog· an l p u ltry represent about 70 p rcent 
of the average Iowa farmer 's in om . In th ·e three Jin , Io~a, 
ha .- mad outstandin g p1·0°Te.-s in cuttirn;r co ·ts of' p r oduction. 

Animal Disease Prevention 
Each co unty extension agent give,· attention to method.- of 

live tock mana gement which. wi 11 r e ·ult in le.-s disease. 'Th 
open :fi eld sy ·tern of pork production , tm·key producti on and 
poultry prndurtion ii lm;trate · met hod · use~ . . In a ldition . to 
thi.- th e Bxtension l'Vice ma inta in.- sp ·1ahst h lp to give 
counsel and ad vice in difficu lt case.- . S uch work i · lone in co-
01 ra tion with loca l v -terin arian . . 

With the assistance o[ lo a I vet r i.:n nrians a widespread bot 
fly control am1 aign w,rn carried on in l931. .A total o F l07 731 
hor. e w re r ported a: b ing trea ted. 

In nccoi-dance with c1 sp cial Iowa law th hxten.·ion rvjce 
h -lped 59 countie. hold hog cholera vaccination school: whi •h 
were attended by 4,000 [)eop l o-f whom 1,625 received permit· 
t o u , rum and virus. 

Soils Extension Work 
oun ty extension agents and speciali.:ts report 59< .,oi ls meet

in ·.- and d mon ·trat ions with an atten lance of 24,477. ounty 
ext n . ion ao·ent · report tests of 39,07 , ample of soil for a i hty. 
Th re w r al. o 7fo ample, of lim ton t ted. Rep01t show 
227,727 tons of ()'round Jimeston u.-ed by farmers in correctina 
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soil acidity. There were also large amounts of phosphate and 
mixed fertilizer used. 

Two four-county soil improvement associations were in opera
tion in southern Iowa. These soil improvement associations are 
attacking the soil problem in a systematic way. The work in
cludes soil fertility demonstrations to determine the value of 
different kinds of fertilizers in soil building, terracing demon
stration to control the surface run-off water and thus prevent 
sheet erosion of soil, and tree planting demon trations in sloughs 
and O'Ullies to prevent ditch washing. 'l1he plan is to have these 
three types of demonstrations established in every community of 
cooperating counties. 

Fig. 7. 'l'reatment of special soil s a those with an ex cess of a lkali have been 
demonstr ated with good r esu lts as shown in t hi s Palo A lto County fie ld. 

Figure 8 shows the use of lime in the state by years. Un
doubtedly this chart does not indicate all the limestone used. 
It shows that of which the county extension agents have a record. 

Farm Crops 
In crop production the Extension Service has strongly advo

cated a rotation of crops which if carried out would reduce the 
acreage of corn and oats by from 2 to 3 millions of acreas and 
make a corresponding increase in the acreage of clover, alfalfa, 
sweet clover, soybeans and mixed meadow and pasture. Such 
a program would increase soil fertility, reduce soil erosion by 
maintaining humus in the soil, and provide cheap protein in 
the form of legume hay and pasture for livestock production. 
It would immediately decrease the total number of bushels of 
corn and oats grown but would increase the number of bushels 
grown per acre. Eventually under such a system of rotation 
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TONS OF AGRICULTURAL LIMESTONE USED IN IOWA 

(1~u~~s} 
_ 300r------------·--------. 

2701------------------V 
2401---------,~~r--- -----...- .--v 
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180 ---- - -1' 
1501----u-7~- I/ 
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90 1-----f/ 
60 1-----V 
30 
0 ....... ....,,_"'""'-_......._~___.,-'-'-_ _.......:.........___......:...L.LL...-~~---'-'-~--' 

'28 - '29 '30 31 192!:) '2G ' 27 
· Source----Field Agents' Repor ts 

Fig. 8. Increase in the use of limestone is shown. 

Iowa would probably 0 -row just as much corn and oats a at 
present but on fewer acre with less labor, power and machinery 
and con equently at less cost. At the same time and in addition 
to what js grown now, there would be a cheap supply of protein 
feed in the form of legumes for feeding purposes. Such a pro
gram would mean corn at less cost, protein feed in the form of 
legumes at less cost and more efficient feeds for livestock:. 

Farm crops work includes corn and small grains, legumes, 
meadows and pasture crops. Extension specialists and county 
extension agents held a total of 1,102 meeting·s with an attend
ance of 110,344. Agents reported 1,131 results demonstrations 
completed. There were 1,620 local people who cooperated. 

A total of 115 seed corn plot demonstrations were conducted 
jn 49 counties. Both open pollinated and hybrid trains of seed 
wer tested in these plots. 'rhe hybrids on the average yielded 
12 percent more than the open pollinated strains. 
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Fig. 9. Trend in alfalfa acreage is decidedly upward, 
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SWEET CLOVER ACREAGE IN IOWA 

AcQES 
(thousands) 
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Sourc 
w et c'.over ha increa•· d in Iowa. 

J:i1 io·urcs to 11, inclusive, how graphically developments in 
in reasinO' the acreag of legum rops.. .. . , 

]'io·urt 9 show a comist nt increase m the acreage or al fal~a. 
'l'hc tot c:tl acreage in 1930 was omething over_ 450,000. On t 1~ 

average there ure now 4,_500 acr_"'- of a I fal_Fa_ m . ac.h c?m~ty 01 
2 )0 acres in euch town ·h ip . Alfalfa supph e, a chc~ p sou, ce[oC 

· 1 · l i! d. , It m ·1 lre · th best of 11asture or protem for I ve,·toc c ee me,. . , . ·"" " . . . . , 
hoo,. as a f ed for dairy cows 1t 1s une:xcclled and 1t 1 a Preat ~ , 
·oi I bui l<ler. . • d . · d] in 

The amount o-E swe t lover o-roWJ1 has m r ~a rap1 r:.: Y 
r cent year . (, ·ee fig . 10 ) . rrhe total acreag~ 1 about 2u0:_o_oo 
Jes than the a reage in alfalfa. weet clover 1 constantly gam-

ACRES 
(thousands) 

SOYBEAN ACREAGE IN IOWA 

1926 - 1930 
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Sourc 
oybeans are developing- in u age. 

As essor' Report 
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in°· in favor a a oil builder. It add nitroO'en and humu. to 
the <:-oil. It i al o used extensively as a pasture crop. 

~rhe a rcage of ·oybean ha made a rar id increa ·e durin°· the 
past five years ( ee fig. 11). The total acrea 0·e in the tate i 
now a bout 110,000. Soybeans can be oTown on our oil and 
therefore, from that standpoint, have an advanfaO'e over alfalfa 
and swc 0 t clover. 

Plant DiseancJ and Weed Control 
Th prin ipal effol' t alon°· p lant di ·ease line ha · been in 

treating seed corn to redu e di~:ease losse and t reating on'· for 
smut. 'I'roatm~nt of ~e d corn us d in demon. tration plot ha 
resulted in a ubstantial increase in yield. It is e t imatcd that 
2,800,000 acres of orn were planted with treated eed in 1932. 
Close to 1,000 a re~-; of melon · were p lanted with wilt re i tant 
seed developed by the oll ge. 

Fig . 12. A demonstration group in Floyd Coun ty. Chemical pray for w ed rad
ication a re r com mended unde1· c rtain cond iti on s. 

There is a ·onstantly growing interest in weed control and 
weed extermination. A total of 597 meetings were held with an 
attendan ce of 24,000. ounty agents r ported nearly half a 
m.i]]ion pounds of hemi ah; u ·ed in weed destruction. A much 
greater effort was made a101w th lin of weed extermination 
through clean cultivation. 

Fruit, Garden and Truck Crops 
Each county extension a 0 ·ent 0·ives attention to horticultural 

problems includino· truck and garden crops. The work in th 
field is supported by sp ciahsts from the Coll ege. Last year 
there wcr J ,186 lo al people who gave a ·sistance to th e proo-ram 
in their various commu11ities. A total of 1,495 me tings and 
demon. tration were r ported with an a ttendan ce of 1 ,900. 
Orchard pray notices giving time of applying spray. were sent 
to 12 594 °Tower in 59 counties. 
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Fig . 13. Potato d mon trations prove valuable each year . They have shown Iowa 
can become a much larger potato grower if ri ght methods are used . 

In potato work county agents reported 11,351 farmers in 71 
counties using improved seed. Forty-three counties r eported 
the use of 18,405 bushels of northern grown potatoes for seed. 
Owing to the financial situation, gardening has received great 
impetus during the past two _years. Farmer were helped in 
procuring 15,071 pounds of lime sulphur, 7,755 pounds of lead 
arsenate, 12 power prayer I and 24 barrel sprayers. 

Rural Landscaping 
wid pread movement i on among farmer to beautify 

their home and urroundinO' . La t year 331 land caping 
training schools were held. The e chool re ulted in 1,695 
follow-up meetino· whi h w re given by local leader . Report 
how that , ervice has been °'iven to 1,3 2 farmstead , 6,133 home 

O'round and 2 civic parks. The E xten ion Service furnished 
land caping a istance to the State Board of Con ervation in 
caring for 39 tate parks and 3 tate re erve . 

Forestry 
The for try work cover principally the planting of tl' s 

for windbreaks and the control of ditch ero ion. total of 773 
windbreak demonstration plantings were put out in 9 counties. 
There were also 65 demonstrations of tree plantino· to prevent 
oil wa hing. This work wa principally done to control ditch 

wa hing. total of 8 pounds of black locu t tre eed was dis-
tributed among farmer for that purpo e. 

1 

1 
J 
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Agricultural Engineering 
Soil erosion control occupied a considerable part of the 

specialist ' time. A total of 140 result demonstrations were 
completed. There were 34 counties that reported 205 farms 
building· terraces to prevent surface washing. One farmer built 
7 miles of terraces. There were 1,345 farmers who were as isted 
by the building· plan ervice. This included 142 dairy barns, 
419 hog houses, 52 poultry houses, 46 silos and 364 other build
ings. Dynamometer tests to determine the pullillD' power of 
horses were held at 15 fairs; a total of 153 team participated. 

Fig. 14. Terracing is developing rapidly a means of erosion control. In 1931, 34 
counties reported 205 farms building terraces mostly as demonstrations 
under the extension program. Above scene is on the Federal-State Erosion 
Control Farm, at Clarinda, with which the Extension Service is cooperat. 
ing. 

Insect and Rodent Control 
Each year there are serious outbreaks of mJ1Hious insects. 

Insect control work is handled cooperatively with the State Ento
mologist and the State Department of Agriculture. In 1931 
grasshoppers caused trouble. A total of 152 demonstrations in 
insect control were carried out. \. total of 192,737 pounds of 
poison bran mash wa used. Work wa done in 19 counties on 
household and o·arden insects. 

A continuous program of rodent control is under way. Agents 
report 522 farmers adopting ground hoo- control measures, 799 
adopting control measures for ground squirrels, 1,761 farmers 
adopting control measures for pocket gophers, and 2,313 adopt
i.nO' control measures for rats. 

Apiary Work 
In the apiary demonstration work the past year, colonies 

managed under the direction of the extension specialist averaged 
80 pounds of honey per colony. The average colony throughout 
the state. produced 39 pounds. 

A total of 6,942 colonie of bees were inspected for disease. 
Of these, 895 colonies were found diseased, 206 were treated and 



Fig. 15. ~~ia~~ d~monstrations show t hat 11;ore than double the amoun t of honey 
resu lt ;;, ott1~e!o~k. good care. This Luca County group is studying the 

.3!7 destrore.d .. Th er~ were also 3,63 coJonies reinspected for 
di ~as • 'lhe mspect1011 work is all done on an educational 
bas i · and un?er the direction of the State Apiarist who is also 
a representative of the Extension Service. 

Agricultural Education in Schools 
. An ex.tension . pecialist worked in 70 counties assistii~g •chools 
111 teachmg agriculture to students who expect to teach in one
roorr.i. rural chools an~ who are required by law to make prep
arat10~ for the teachm_g of aoTiculture. The state course of 
~ud~ mcl?-des 4_6 exercises th~t are planned for giving instruc

t ion 1.11 thi ·ubJect. A:pprox1mately 4,000 rural chools in 41 
count_rns ~ere reached with prepared series of lessons based 011 
exercise 111 the state course of tudy in elementary agriculture. 

Agricultural Economics Extension 
\.

0Ticultural Economics work which includes the marketino" 
of far1:1- product , farm management and farm accountino· bulk~ 
large !n the ~xt_ension ervice program. In addition °'to th~ 
extension sp ciahst help from the College, county extension 
age1~t ea ·h spent on the average 39 days in agricultural eco
nom1 wor~. A total of 2,226 meetings and demonstrations 
were held _ with an attendance of 94,890. 

_Farm Accounting and F arm Organization 

-. !he. Exte~s1011 Sery~c~ is 1:1aking a special effort to encourage 
fa11:1ers. to study _then fa~·mmg operat10ns through the keeping 
of record. 011_ their own farms and throuO'h a tudy of re ·d 
kept by other farmers. 'l1his study helps in determining c~

1
0
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to us land, labor, capital and machinery to best advantage. It 
also helps to determine production co t . 

There were 70 counties that did work in farm management 
including farm a.ccountino· work with 393 local people assi ting. 
Agents in 63 counties reported that 1,333 farmer· kept farm 
accounts throughout the year. There were 1,529 farmers assist
ed in making inventory and credit st atements. Seven hundred 
forty-five farmers were given as ·istance relative to leases. · 

Two four-county farm management associations were in op
eration. These associations arc an oro·anized effort on the part 
of farmer:;; to solve their problems through the keeping of farm 
records enabling a careful study to be made of each individual 
farm and also the farms as a group . One of these associations 
has its headquarters at Ackley with 108 farmers cooperating; 
another has headquarters at Gowrie with 105 farmers cooperat
inO'. A third farm management a socicition, with Cedar Rapids 
as headquarters, was organize l in the fall of 1931. 

Marketing Farm Products 

The Extension Service has worked constantly with organized 
groups in order to reduce marketin°· co ts. This work ha, had 
to do with the marketing of Ii vestock, grain, butter, wool and 
poultry products. Most of this effort has been along cooperative 
marketino· lines. One of tho principal problem.· confronting 
American agriculture is that which has to do with the distribu
tion of agricultural products so as to provide for orderly market
ing·, thus preventjng a glut on the market at ha.rve -t time and a 
famin e later. Another problem is th~ production and sale of 
high quality products. 'rhese are the ·particular fi elds in which 
cooperative marketing is endeavorin& to render a ~ervice to 
both producers and consumers. Consumers as well as producers 
are vita]] y interested in and will be~efit by such a pro()>ram. 

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF FARMERS ' COOPERATIVE 
ASSOCIATIONS IN :row A 

NUMBER 1915 A~D 1930 
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Source-~edera I Farm Board 
F ig. 16. Cooperatives have increased ill' recent years. 
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Figur 16, 17 and 1 how the development of cooperative 
marketing in Iowa from 1915 to 1930. 

It will be noted that thel' ha been a marked increa e in the 
number of cooperative marketing a. ociations in Iowa since 
1915. Th pa t year has been an unusually hard one on coop
eratives in the same way that it ha be n hard on private bu . 
ines . However, the mortality amonO' cooperative ha probably 
not been so great a it has been in privat business. 

It will be noted that th total amount of busine s done by co
operative ha doubled ince 1915. Iowa i now one of the three 
leadin°· cooperative marketin°· states. It how that Iowa is 
0Tadually becominO' cooperatively minded. ] armer O'enerally 
must become cooperative in spirit before cooperation can be ex
pected on a large · ale. 

Agent in 71 countie report that a istance wa giv n to 223 
ooperative liv __, tock marhtin°· as. ociation . A total of 230 

meetinO' were held with an attendance of. 27,22 . 
In °Tain marketing 100 elevator were given a istancc. 

Forty-six general meetin°· were held with an attendance of 
3,513. 

In dairy marketin°· 185 creamerie were given a istance. A 
total of 2 5 m etinO' · with an attendance of 22,725 wa reported 
by aO'ent . The Iowa State Brand Butter l\farketino· Association 
wa notably succes ful and made outstanding progres both in 
volume of bu ine · and in quality of product produced. 

In poultry the principal effort was made to improve quality 
throuo-h ·el.ling on the ba i of grade. There were 194 farmer 
and dealer meetin°· and demon tration which rea hed' 15,06 
people with eo-g 0Tadino· demon tration . urvey of farm sale 
indicate an increa ed return through 0Taded sellinO' over straio-ht 
run elling· of 3 cents per dozen. l\foetinO' were held with farm 
o-roup relative to marketinO' eggs coop ratively. Figure 1 
how the d velopment of o-raded e0 •0 • buying in Iowa. Thi 

ESTIMATED VOLUME OF BUSINESS OF FARMERS ' COOP
ERATIVE ASSOCIATIONS IN IOWA 

MILLIONS QF DOLLARS l':JI!:> AND 1930 
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Source-Federal Farm Board 

Fi~. 17. Increases in business of cooperatives since 1915. 

DEVELOPMENT OF GRADED EGG BUYING IN IOWA 

DEALERS NO.OF DEALERS e>UYING ON GRADE ~ASIS 5Y YEARS 

GOO 
500 
400 
300 
200 
100 

0 

-
ni I~ 

_ L___ .. i.. P.~ I: ~ I ~ I ~ I~ r/ CM 

1917 '18 •1q 120 ''21 ''2'2 '23 ''24 ''25 '26 '21 '28 '29 '30 ·31 
Source-lowa E-xpc~imenlSlat.ion 

Fig . 1 . The trend in graded egg buying is upward. 

chart shows a heal thy increa e in the number of lealer buying 
on the basis of grade, which is probably the fir t tep towards 
improvinO' ego· marketino· onditions. 

Broadcasting Marketing Reports 

Through the cooperation of. the nited States Department of. 
Agriculture and "up to the minute " broadca t of. livestock, 
poultry, and gtain market report. is maintained over the olle0 ·e 
Radio Station. It is litera1ly tru that an Iowa farmer can v·et 
as much and as ea1:]y information re·lative to agricultural market 
reports in his own hom a h can in any other place. 

Buying F arm Supplies 

Iowa farm product· durin12· the pring of 1932 when ex
chan0·ed for the thin°·s which farmer have to buy woul l pur
chase only about half as mu ·h as they would purcha e in pre
war (1910-1914) times. In other word., the pur ha ing power 
of the farm dollar when excha1wed for the article which farm
er mu t buy had only about one-half of it pre-war value. 

In order to 0·ct a much pur ha in()' power as pos ible farmers 
in many instance· have collectively baro-ained for tock feed, 
fuel and other product . In other a e they have or 0·anized 
cooperative enterpri e such a cooperative oil companie . E -
pecially in connection with the cooperative O'rain movement they 
have purchased fuel, lumber, feed and eed cooperatively. In all 
these efforts the Extension ervice and county farm bureaus have 
given helpful assistance. 

Boys and Girls 4-H Club Work 
Boys' and girls' club work is of great value now and will be 

of still greater value and importance in years to come. This 
will be true because of the present importance of increasing the 
educational opportunities of rural children and thereby sup
plementing the work of the rural schools. Iowa ha progressed 
in her educational plans until practically every city and town 



22 

ha fin ·chool building, and fin chool quipment. om rural 
di trict have 0 'ood ·chool equi1 ment but neverthele th re ar 
9,000 on -room · ·hool . 

B cau · o th depr ion, t rict economy is now a n ece ·ity. 
rrhi mean · that th oTeat majority of ountr boy · and girl 
will have about th same chool buildin g and school equipment 
for year · to com that their par nt and 0Tandparent · njoyed 
, hen they "' r in school. On the other hand, urban boys and 
0 ·irls ,,vi lJ have ·uperior buildino" and ·up rior equi pment. 'l1he 
inevitable r sult wi ll be that the ducational handi aps 1 la el 
in th e way of rural children a: compared with u r ban chiJdren 
will be relatively greater durino· the next fe w ) ears than in any 
other period in th e pat 60 year ·. 

lub worly i ·, thcr for , tremendou:1y important now be aus 
it heJp,. to clo ·e th a·ap betw en th op portunitie off r e] to the 
it youth and th · opportuniti · off r d to the rural youth. It 
houJd and do s receiv the cordial upport and enco ura gement 

of a ll public spirited citizen ·. It shoul l recc·ive mu h larger 
·upport in the future becau · it i h ]ping to meet a 1·ea] vital 
and imperative 1 eed. 

The y ar 1931 mark anoth r advan ce in bo . . ' and girls ' 
lub work. 'l1h tota l enrollment in 1930 wa 24,343. Th total 
nrollment in 1931 wa 27,024, an increas of 2,67 , or 11 per

C ·nt. Of thi · number 3,5 3 boy. and girls, or 13 percent were 
not in schoo l. Jub wOl'k: gave them an opportunity to continue 
their du a tion. Th ere wa. · a lso a sharp in rease in the nurn ber 
of local Jeaders who gave as. istan c . The quality oE work i 
improving. Programs are b tt er p lanned and mor e effec tively 
anied out. 

l1'i0"Ur 19 shows the development of club work by years from 
1920 t o 1930. ~Chis chart reveal· a gratifyin g and steady in
crea · in enrol] men t for everal yea rs past. The average ao"e of 
club m mb rs is a lmo t 15 year·, ·which show th at th w rk 
appeal to boys and girl o:E high chool age. 

ENROLLMENT IN IOWA 4-H CLUB WORK 
192 I™ 14 ,773 888&s'88X?I INCRE.ASE 

1
'2'21@<.&; 17 ,3'28 ~ '2,S6S OR. IE>% 
''2 3 l§X8&5 I 7.446 ~ I I 8 0 R I % 
'24~ 19, '274 ~ l,628 OR 9% 
•25 ~ 17,ego ~-1,378 oR a¾ (l)EcREAs9 
'26 &8388& 17,949 ~ f>'3OR .5% 
'2 7 W§s& l7,776 ~ -173 OR 1% {{)ceRcAri:) 
' 2. 8 ~ 19,037 ™™ l,'261 OR 7o/o 
'29 txx&8» '21,31S ~ '2.,'278 OR.12% 
'30 rn, '24,343 ~ 3 ,028 OR 14 % 
'31 R&s&8» '27,0'24~ 2~81 ORIO% 

Fig . 19. 
o urc Iowa Ex tension R por ts 

'har t rev a l 4-H club enro llm n t by yeae . 
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The followi:11°, ta~le a-ive the enrollment by projects for 1931 
and a comparison with 1930 : 

CJ oth i 11 g ··-··············· .. ·········· ·············-··-············-·····-··-······· 
1-vin .... ........ ·•··· ······ ·· ·····-····· -······-····· 

Home Vu rn i shing ···· -· ·······················: ······ ·-··-····· -······· ···::: 
Baby Beef. ···- ················ ·· ·········-········--·-·-·-·······-·······-···•···· 
Dairy alf ······-·····-···················· ················ .. ··· .. •···········---
Br •ad ····-········-·················-··········-·-···- ·········· ··-········ ·····-··· 

a nn ing .................... ······-··-·······-· ··················-·-····-········-
])oul try ····················-··· ···················•--·······-···-········-·····-··---
Rh c p ............ ............. --•·· .. ·········· ···································· 
Gard e n and Pot a to ······-·················--·············· ···-····-······-

orn ...... ············ ·· ················-·-··-·--·-···· ···-····················•·····-
Bc f. He ifer ····-· .. ·······-··········· ·····-·········· ··········-·····--·······-

olt ··················· ·- ························-············ ···-··-··-·······-······
H cal th ······-· ···············--···•· ····················-·· ····••···················--
For stry ................ ........ ••···-··-···············-·········-······--········· 
Farm Rec rel ····-··············-·--·············-······-···-·············-······ 
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The sucres. of the work ha. been Jarg ly due to cooperative 
loca l leadership developed through leader training . chools put 
on by extension specia list... ].,a,.t year tl1ere we ,·e 1, 21 women 
m:d l ,020 men or a tot~ I of 2, ~U who ga hel[) in the apa it 
o+ 1 al I aders and assistan t· lead er s. How thi.' leader ship i · de
veloped a nd how it work. , is ~-hown in fi gs. 20 and 21. 

. .B1 ig~r 20 shows th e number of training ·chools held under the 
d1rect10n of exten.:ion specia list and the nurn b r f local leaders 
tra ined in girls' clubs. Since 1920 the nurnbel' of tra ini,w ·chools 
held by specialists has r emained con tant. ':I.1he numbe/' of lo a] 
leader" attend.in?' training ~chools, however, ha increa ed rapid
ly . In J 92-1- about 700 were leve1opecl while in 1931 almost 1, 00 
wer train ed. 

GIRLS ' CLUB TRAINING SCHOOLS AND THE LEADERS REACHED 
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. , . . . . Soul'ce- Fie ld A g-en ts ' R pot·t.s 
Fi"· 20 . Gn·, s club tra inmg schoo ls he ld and lead L' S t l'ain d shown b chal't. 
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WORK OF LOCAL LEADERS IN GIRLS' CLUBS 
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Fig . 21. Meetings held by girl s' c'.ub leaders . 

Figure 21 shows graphically the increased activity of local 
leaders in holding meetings with local clubs. There is a steady 
increase in the number of local leaders and a sharp increase in the 
number of meetings held by local leaders. In 1931 local leaders 
held a total of 13,000 meetings with local clubs or about 7 for 
each leader. This makes a remarkable showing of effectiveness 
for money expended since all of the local leaders' meetings are 
given as a voluntary service. 

Four-H club girls contributed to the programs of 1,446 farm 
bureau meetings and 1,081 other community meetings during the 
year. Four-H girls gave 6,870 individual demonstrations at 
local club meetings. A total of 1,015 demonstration teams gave 
2,750 demonstrations reaching 171,710 people. 

Four-I-I club o·irls learn by doing. Reports show that club 
members made as part of their work 64,192 loaves of cereal bread, 

F ig. 22. N early 1,500 girls m ade u p t hi s impressive picture during their annual 
Convention at Iowa State College. 

25 

. ENROLLMENT IN PRINCIPAL 4-H .AGRICULTURAL PROJECTS 
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Fig . 23. 
Sour ce- Iowa E~ten sion Repot·ts 

Trend and growth of liv€stock, club enrollmEnts. · 

64,889 bakings of quick bread and served 55,711 balanced meals. 
Planning, planting and canning is the slogan of the canning clubs. 
Reports show 37,828 quarts of fruits and vegetables canned and 
1,257 pounds of meat cured. Club members made 22,305 gar
ments in connection with clothjn°" work. In home furnishing 
they remodelled 2,200 rooms and made 5,984 articles of house
hold furnishings. 
. rrher e wer e 4,722 I, our-I-I girls who had physical examinations 
m connection with their cJ.ub activities and 6,837 who competed 
in the music appreciation contests. 

Iowa stands high in the quality of livestock club work. A 
well rounded program of study, health, r ecreational and social 
activities is carried out by the leaders. In addition the club 
members fed 3,85.S beef calves, 354 purebred beef hei :f:ers, 2,752 

Fig. 24. Boys clubs hold tours to different member's farms at which demonstrations 
are given. This is a Cerro Gordo County scene. 
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dairy alve ·, and marke pig. , and 1,207 Jitter s con
taini1w 7 966 pig· rai · d , 512 ewe.· an :I. 593 lamb , and 23,737 
hi ken,· rai ed . · orn e other produ ts includin°" orn , alfalfa, 

colts, tc. wer own ed by the club m mbers. con. ·ervati v 
estimat ( ven at J 93] prices ) showed that club mernbern owned 
:-1;7] 3,936 in livestock und crops pro<luced. rrhey a !so won *65,-
537 in p r ize: <luring th e year. 

Home Project Work 
Hom proje t work has been grea t] mod ifi ed by :financial 

ondition '. Home onomi.c. .·p ecin lists have organi~ d their 
work ,·o a. to P"ive every po sible a ·sistance in helping farm 
worn n to meet pre. ent-day pr bl em.. Ca r e in p lunnin g meals, 
ma kin e· a. mu 11 use as possible of wbat th farm afford.· in the 
wa y ot food ·tuff ·, wise ·e lection of clothing, car e of fomiture 
home account · and a studv of: hou:ework , o as to save 1im e are 
. ome of th way. in whi h. proj e t work ha: developed. ~lways, 
howev r , thi · d v lopm nt ha · for its purpose the muintaininO' 
and r ai 'ino· of ]ivinO' .:tandards and n t in low ring th em. 

ln conducting home proj ect work a long clothing, food s, home 
fumi ·hin g', home managem nt and child car and par nt educa
ti n lines, the rural women hav dev lop d th e local leader 
training method to a very hi gh :l.egree. 'This metho<l of teachinO' 
doe · two things ; :fir.t , it enab le.- a much larger number of people 
to be 1·erv d with a given numb r of coll ea·e extension Sf) eciali t 
and, econd , it develop. local leader ·hip. 

]t will b noted on th e chart 1 hat the loca l leader work began 
actively in about 1920. In 1931 ther e wer e approximately 10,-
000 local wom e1 who received traini.1w in training schools con
duct d by exten ·ion specialists. The.-e women th en h lcl on th eir 
own ac ount a total of a r w more than 40,000 meetings or an 
avera g of four ror each woman . The total attendan c at follow
up meetin gs was 23 ,737. 

WORK OF HOME PROJECT LEADERS 

50,0001----..------.---..-----.--.----r--.-~-r---i 
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Sourc F ield A g nts ' R por t 

Fi g . 25 . Work done by lcca l leade r s in home project wo l'lc. 
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Fig. 26. Hom project leader study good m ethods t hr ough t raining school g ive n 
~: i/~~~~~~ t~~: i~:!'. sts. T he leader s t hen r eached 238,737 p op le t hrou g h 

The.-e local leader meetin gs hav been a potent fa ctor not onl y 
in extending th e practical ben efits of Home E conomi cs work into 
a huge number of' ommuni.tie.- but th ey have been eff ctiv in 
deve loping new ideas, new inter ests and n w friendships on the 
part of rural peopl e. 

The following is a bri f ·ummary of results a ttain ed in hom e 
economic · proje t work. 

Clothing 

In the clothing proj ect local leaders r eported that 6,9 6 dif
fer ent women adopted one or more of the su gge ti.ans giv n. 'They 
al.;-o r ported ,999 garments ma le, 1 , 91 patterns adopted and 
1,30 garments purchased using Jc~·son .-uggestions. Leade1·. r e
ported that 1,574 women improved foot health through a wi er 
sel tion of shoes and 1,27 adopt d improved pra cti s in are 
of cloth e . 

Home Furnishing 

Tn horn furnishing lo al leaders r ported that 27 ,506 differ n t 
wom en .:idopt d ·u 0 ·ftest-ions or did some pie e of work o'iven at 
the trainin g schools. They a 1. .o r eported 22,610 ba.-kets nnd 
trays made, 7,050 accessories mad e 5,f>54 arti cles dye<l 4 63 
pillows made, 3,60c lampshades made, 2,221 windows ·aec~r; ted 
1, 33 s·li p covers made, 1,549 lino! urns r esurraced, 1,242 n e; 
quilts made, 2,047 old treasured family quilt and cover let · 
tudied and much valuab le old furniture refini ·hed. 

Home Mana.gement 

l__j oca l leader . in the horn mana ()' ment project r ported that 
le ,967 horn ' adopted improved metho l · of home manao"ement, 
10,520 homes adopted additiona l labor-savin g cquipm 11t, 3,924 
home ground wer improved, 1,925 women kept home a •ount.. · 
and 1, 51 women -tudied better organized workino" plan ·. 



Fig. 27. 
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This illustrate s how a group of women acting as local leaders study nu
t rition subjects. Emphasis has been placed on "economy without reducing 
standard r;" the p ast year. 

Nutrition 

The nutrition project was stressed, "living at home and • living 
better.'' 1 pecial emphasis has been placed on °Towing larger 
and better farm gaTdens, on canning urplus fruits and veg
etable and on cannino· and ·uTing of meats for home use. A 
better diet including a liberal use of whole milk and butter has 
been emphasized. 

Local leaders reported that 1,500 farms planted a better selec-
tion of vegetables and more of them, 1,800 improved their sta--?-
dards in food selection and 1,900 practiced greater economy m 
buyino· without lowering standards. 

Child Care and Training 

Local leaders reported 1, 20 follow-up meetincrs. Leaders 
reported 285 case where parent-child relationships we~·e def
initely improved and 269 homes where a more constructive use 
o:E money on the part of children had been worked out. Health 
improvement was made in 285 cases and improved habits were 
reported in 373 ca ·e . total of 1,298 books were read by 
parents and children. 

Rural Organization and Community Activities 
The Iowa Extension Service has triven co11-stantly to get 

farmers to support general farm organizations and to meet to
gether in groups for study, social, recreational and community 
development. Program helps have been supplied to organiza-
tions that would make u e of them. 

In farm bureau membership Iowa has led the next nearest 
state by 10,000 familie . 
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TOWNSHIP FARM BUREAU MEETINGS HELD IN IOWA 
MEE.TINGS 1928 TO 1931 
eooo.--------------u 
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1928 '30 '31 
F " 28 Th h Sourc . Field Agents' Reports 

1g. • e c art reveals how township farm bureau meetmgs have developed in 
tho last few years. 

During the past four years township farm bureaus have· in
?reased the :°-umber ?f meetings hel~ from 5,088 in 192 to 7,343 
m 19~1 (six c?unties not reportmg). These meetings were 
edu~at10nal, social and recreational. They furnish an excellent 
medmm through which to discuss agricultural information 
Everf S?rt _of topic. pertaining to a 0Ticulture and related in~ 
dus_tries is ~iscussed m them. Music, plays and drama also have 
their part ~n the :program. Here the future leaders of aO'ricul-
ture are bemO' tramed. 

5 

TOWNSHIP FARM BUREAUS SUPPLIED WITH MONTHLY 
PROGRAM HELPS 

o· Many farm bu;e~us arrange their township meeting with 
5reat care and puohsh a record of the year's activities. 'I.1hese 
yearbooks_ arc a factor in good community -organization and 
show the mterest fa~m bureaus are takino· in these meetings. 

Tho prog~am servic~ furnish~d by the college is both timely 
and suggestive. Special material on special topics is furnished 
by the_ College to any organization or individual that desires it. 

Duri~g· the pa ~ few year the Extension Service has been 
d~velopmg educational activities in connection with churches. 
rlO'Ure 30 shows the development of Class A rural churches. 
rhe _Class ~ rural church meets certain definite requirements 
relative ~o its rural membership and the agricultural life of the 
commumty. 
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•ig . 29. 'Ihe use of t he extension program service has spread. 
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CERTIFICATE S AWARDED TO CHURCHES 
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Colleg·e Radio Station 

<.M 

Exten ion R ecord 
is increa in g. 

Th radio . tation is operate l joint1y by the agricultural and 
no·jneering extension ·ervices. It lead. amon°· 1?dio sta ti011 

in its market news, aoTi u ltural and home econom1cs programs. 
~ total of 2,034 e lucationa 1 program were broadcast in J 9?1. 
In addition to the .·trictl y educational programs, -!5 entertarn
ment program, of educational value wer - broadca~t. _ 

radio book club wa · oro'anized -For people hvnio- on farms 
and in village. without library fa ilities. Th e lub ha · 660 
memb r with a library of 696 book . It i · ·elf supporting. 

rrJn-ough market reports, we~ther 1:eports, educatio~1al an l 
entertainment number. , th radio stat rnn broadcast 8,u pro-
O'ram. m 1931. 

Visual Instruction Extension Work 
The Visual Instruction ervice is conducted cooperatively by 

th ao·r i ultural and eno' ineerin g -xten .. ion services. :Mot ion 
ni tm~ :film. film ·lides ~nd gla ·s lantern slide: are distributed 
throughout the state. ~['he total number of exhibitions o-f sli de 
nn l :film.· wa.- 7,J1 5, with a total reported att ndance of 683,769. 
, lide and film. are u ·ed by county agent ·, voca tiona l agricul
tural teacher , county farm bureaus and other farm or 0 'aniza
tions, schools, Y. NL C. A. 's and churche.·. 

News Service Work 
'l1he new. ervi e i · conducted to ·upplement and tr ngthen 

the project work nnd keep the public informed concemin°· the 
best farm and l10me practice . In addition to 76 new storie 
prepared for 29 department· last year, the e.xtensio11 editor 
e tablished a mat service by means of ~ hich Iowa newspapers 
can O'et stereotype mats of pictures for th i.r farm pag s. A 
to .. al o:f 2,798 mat · was fur nished to pap -rs. 'I1he 1arger portion 
of the storie written r-each either the 500 weekly papers or the 
daily O'roup of about 0 paper and -:ometimes both. 
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Educational Tours to the College 
'rhe Ext~nsion ervice cooperate , with the county farm bu

reau~ and faculty of Iowa State allege in arrano'ing and con
ductrno· tours of in, pection of the work that the colleo·e is loinO' 
and it: equipment. During the year 53 county fa1~n bur-eaus 
mad tour · with a total attendance of 2,021. In additi on to 
these ounty groups, the Ext nsion ervic and the co l.leo'e were 
host · to ma.ny other mis ellaneous oToup . 

Literature Published 
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