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Audit Findings
Eighth Judicial District Department of Correctional Services
Ottumwa Residential Facility

Ottumwa, lowa

Narrative:

The site visit for the PREA audit of the Eighth Judicial District Department of Correctional
Services Ottumwa Residential Facility, Ottumwa, lowa was conducted on July 30-31, 2014.
During the two days the auditor toured the facility and conducted formal staff and resident
interviews and reviewed documentation. Thirteen male and female randomly selected
residents from the three housing units were interviewed. Fourteen staff from all shifts was
interviewed including District Director Daniel Fell. One substance abuse volunteer was also
interviewed. Staff were questioned about PREA training, how to report, to whom to report,
filing reports, available interventions, conducting interviews, evidence collection, follow up and
monitoring retaliation.

An entrance meeting was held with the following persons in attendance: Gary Peitz, Assistant
Director / PREA Coordinator and Ted Robinson, Residential Supervisor to discuss the audit
schedule of activities. Following the entrance meeting I toured the facility from 8:30 a.m. to
9:30 a.m. In the past twelve months the facility has had three sexual assault / harassment
allegation cases. On February 10, 2014 a female resident was harassing a male for sex and
harassing his family and refused to cease the harassment resulting in parole revocation. The
sexual harassment case was found to be substantiated through an investigation and review
process. On June 30, 2014 a sexual abuse case was filed by a female resident who claimed she
was sexually abused by two male residents while on an outside work detail and was determined
to be unfounded after interviews and video monitoring footage at the work site indicated no
force was evident. On July 1, 2014 a female resident reported she was inappropriately touched
by a male resident while riding the bus. She also reported the male resident was writing letters
to her as well. The male resident denied touching the female resident, but admitted to writing
her. Review of the bus video monitoring system did not reveal any touching by the male
resident. The male resident was transferred and the case was determined to be unfounded
sexual abuse. |interviewed the female resident and she was comfortable with the decision and
believed she was safe at the facility.



Description of Facility Characteristics:

The community based residential work release center was originally built with 40 beds in 1990.
In 1998 eleven beds were added and in June of 2012 a $4.2 million expansion was completed.
The expansion more than doubled the square footage of the facility. Twenty-five more beds
were added and additional meeting rooms and offices for the District’s Mental Health Court
Program, Drug Court Program and Sex Offender Treatment Program. The primary goal of the
facility is assisting offenders in re-entering society through identifying and addressing specific
need areas in order to lower the chance of recidivating. The typical average length of stay for
the residents is 60-90 days. Offenders are housed in the facility, but receive most of their
programming through a network of community service providers offering employment,
substance abuse, mental health, medical and social services. Groups include sex offender

treatment, lowa Domestic Violence program and treatment, reasoning skills and relationship
skills.

The center is an 80 bed male (64) and female (16) facility with an average population the past
twelve months of 72 residents. The facility population at the time of the audit was 73. The
center is a single story building constructed of bricks and mortar. The residents housing area
consists of two and four person bedrooms. The center uses local hospital, Ottumwa Regional
Health Center for medical and mental health care. The center has four trained investigators for
administrative investigations and uses the Ottumwa Police Department and the lowa
Department of Corrections Investigative Division for criminal investigations. The center has an
excellent relationship with the local Crisis Center for advocacy programs. Ms. Michella Friesen
was contacted prior to the audit to discuss any sexual abuse / harassment allegations at the
center and stated the facility enforces the PREA concept at the facility and has found no issues
at the facility.

The resident population consists of state offenders on parole, probation, work release and also
Federal supervision. Facility policy and rules limits contact between the male and female
residents. Male and female residents are housed in separate wings, have separate hygiene
areas, separate recreation areas and separate dining areas. They do share common visiting
rooms that are under direct supervision.



The auditor found the staff and residents to be very aware of PREA. The staff was very
knowledgeable about their responsibilities to ensure a safe facility. They were all aware of
reporting responsibilities, preservation of evidence, as well as dealing with victims and abusers
of sexual assault / harassment. The staff has all had extensive training on how to identify signs
of sexual assault / harassment and how to deal and treat victims of sexual assault and or
harassment.

Summary of Audit Findings:

An exit meeting was held July 31, 2014 with the following persons in attendance: Gary Pietz,
Assistant District Director / PREA Coordinator, and Donn Bruess, Residential Manager and Ted
Robinson, Residential Manager.

Number of standards exceeded: 0
Number of standards met: 39

Number of standards not met: 0
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[0 Meets Standard (substantial compliance; complies in all material ways with the standard
for the relevant review period)

[0 Does Not Meet Standard (requires corrective action)

Auditor comments, including corrective actions needed if does not meet standard
[ space for comments extends as needed here]

[Following information to be populated automatically from auditor compliance tool]

AUDITOR CERTIFICATION:

The auditor certifies that the contents of the report are accurate to the best of his/her knowledge and
no conflict of interest exists with respect to his or her ability to conduct an audit of the agency under
review.
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Auditor ‘Signaté Date
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