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1, Highlights:

(a) Iowa has a total of 101,620 miles of rural
roads, both primary and secondary.

(b) On January 1, 1951, a total of 68,869 miles of
these rural roads were surfaced - mostly with gravel
and crushed stone,

(¢) Additional roads are bbing surfaced at the
rate of 2676 miles per year,

(d) Iowa's highway program provides for a surfaced
road to every reasonably located rural home and a paved
or other type of dustless surface on all primary roads,

(e) Iowa's highway funds come

26.0 per cent from property taxes,

63.5 per cent from road use taxes,

10.5 per cent from Federal aid,

(f) Annual income under present laws, avallable
for highway construction, 1s approgimately

For primary ro8ds ————————————————— $24,000,000
For secondary roads——————re—meoea———— 41,967,000

(g) Iowa's highway improvements are being paid for
as built, No new bonds are being issued,

(h) Unobligeted avallable farm to market road
funds are rapidly being placed under contract,

(1) The letting of hiéhway contracts is increasing
rapidly.

(j) Iowa's highway program is estimted to cost
945,000,000 and will require twenty years to build,

These ar~ the highlights of Iowa's highway program,

The details will follow in succeeding paragraphs,
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‘2o Mileage of Rural Roads:

Iowa has a total of 101,620 milas of rural reads,
Cnly a very few states have a larger mileage of rural

road,

'3, (Classification of Rural Koads:

All rural roads in Iowa are by law classified into

Primary (or State) Roadse-——s—emse"8,670 Miles
Secondary (or County) Roads~—~—e——92 950 4
Total e e e e 101,620 Miles

4, Jurisdiction over Rural Roads:

The primary roads are under the control and
Juriddiction of the State Highway Commission, The
gecondaery roads in each county are under the control
and jurisdiction of the county board of supervisors
of that county, We have no "township roads'. The county
is our smallest road administrative unit, The town-
ship has no administrative control over any roads.

' 5, Pecondary Roads Subdivided:

The ‘92,950 miles of secondary roads in Iowaeare

gubdivided into

- ' Farm to Market Roadg—————rrmeama— 34,190 Miles
Local Secondary Roadg——————meeeem— 58 760 Miles
LD D8]~ s i o onesis i s b o s s o et ot i 92,950 Miles

by Condition of Rural Roads:

On January 1, 1951 the condition of the rural

roads in Iowa was

a, Primary Roads

PaVed— e et e e 5,767 Niles
Bituminous Surfaced———————ee————— 875
BPavel OF BHON Ao i e 2. o0e. &

TN BUDTE O B v st esmrsis s s sty 26 R

TO L B L v s st Y ; 5570 T
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Secondary Roads

Farm to Market Roads,

Paved——m— e e e 27 Miles
BltumBaeus et il el Aop -
Gravel or Stone—=———c—cmme e e 28,691 *
16557-10) o if -1 1~ 1o [ RPN o O B 5o "
G R S R S 34,190 "
Local Secondary Roads,

5T I U O Sk L Miles
BitUMiNO U e e e e e e 29 '
Gravel or stone———————m—mmm———— 31,062 H
Unsurfacede——m—mmmmo e e e e 27,625 8
Tobalem—— e e e e e SagTey .t
All Secondery Roads,

Paved—rm—r——m e e e 71 Miles
BLuminoug— e e e e e ol %
Gravel or Stone————————ee e 59 763 ¥
Unsurfaced—————-— Pt e e o e e e 32,725 &
L e AR s SRR SO e 92,950 T

Summary of Condition of All Rural Roads

January 1, 1951

Paved—~—— e e e e e e e e 5,838 Miles
Bituminous (blacktop)—w————cecmae—— 1 208 ool
Grevel or stone—————m—emom e 61,755 4
UDNBUD T 8.0 B0 = rcotims o ot v s o T oo i i 32,75y #
Total—mmm e e e 101 ;628 =0

Iowa'ls Highway Program;

Iowa's highway program, as set forth on pages

54-55 of the report of November 15, 1948 by the Highway

Investigation Committee created by the 52nd General

Assembly, is as follows:

Primery Roads

(1) Complete initial construction of the Primary

road system, including its extensions within
municipalities, This involves the construction
of a dustless surfrce on all roads not now so
improved, together with such greding and bridge
and culvert "rork as i1s incidental thereto.

(2) widen or reconstruct entirely, as conditions

may require, all existing pesvements, bridges,

culverts, and eerth shoulders where such facilities

do not now serve today's traffic satisfactorily.

(3) Resurface pravements, as the need develops,
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for protecting original investments and pro-
viding satisfactory service to traffic,

It will be noted that the statement of objectives
for the Prim ry road program mekes no mention of any
multiple lane highways, with access limited to occasional
pre-determined locations, YThere are ohly a relatively
few miles of rurel highways in Iowa that serve enough
traffic to Jjustify the construction of more than a good
two lane highway, The planning and financing of an ex-
tensive mileageof multiple lane highways must await the
development of an actual need for such facilities,

B. ©Secondary Roads

(1) Extend all-weather road service to every
recsonably located rural home,

(2) burface all roads that are necessarily used
as school bus and rural mail routes.

(3) Reconstruct existing surfaced roads where
grades or alignments are such that setisfactory
service cannot be given at reasoneble meintenance
costs,
(4) Conserve surfacing moterials, reduce traffic
hazards, ond improve highway service by con-
structing dust-free surfaces on the most heavily
traveled sections of the secondary road system,'
This highway program was accepted by the 53rd General
Assembly, With relatively few modifications, all but
one of the bills recomcended by the Highway Investiga-
tion Committee to implement this program, have been

passed by the 53rd and 54th General Assemblies,

8, Egtimated Cost of Highway Improvement Program:

. The estimated cost of this highway improvement
program as reported by the Highway Investigation Committee
in 1948, was

On Primary RoadSmem——mme—ee oo $482,000,000
On Secondary Roadg——————m—e——cmem e 463,000,000
L P R S G N e %9%5,000,000

The Highway Investigetion Committee in 1948

estimeted that a period of twenty years should be allowed
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for the construction of this highway program and shaped
its recommendations so as to provide,

a, Enough funde per year to maintain both
the primary roads and the secondsry roads, and

b. Enough funds per year to pay for the above
estimated construction program in a period of
twenty years,

9, BSources of Highway Funds:

There ore two general state end local sources of
revenue for highway construction and maintenance in Iowa,

a, Preperty Taxes,
b. Road Use Taxes.

The highway funcs derived from property taxes are
expended only on secondary roads, Road use tex funds
are expended in part on primary roads and in part on
secondary roads,

The laws authorize the county board of supervisors
of each county to levy certain millage taxes on the
property in the county., It ie within the discretion of
the county board a8 to how much of the authorized
millege is actually levied in any yeer.

The road use tax fund consists of and includes the
net proceeds of

a, Motor vehicle registration fees,

b. Notor vehicle fuel (gasoline) taox,

C. Motor vehicle carrier tex,

d. Use tax on new motor vehicles and trallers,

e« Ten per cent of the 2.0% sales tax

10, Highway Income Per Year From Stat e and Local Sources.

The income per year from state end local sources for
primery and seoondary roads under present laws is

approximetely as follows:
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a, From property taxes for calendar

year ending December 31, 195l-—————-——eeam $26,656,000
b, From road use tax fund for fiscal. :

year ended June 30, 195l-r—mmmmmmmmmm $65,059,000
c. Total from state and local sources——————— $91,715,C00

Income in Road Uxe Tax Fund:

The income in the road use tax fund during fiscel

year July 1, 1950 to June 30, 1951, as certified to us by

the Treasurer of State, was as follows:

12

Motor Vehicle Fuel TaX—————m—m—meeeee——eee=328,551,139,33
Motor Vehicle Registration FeeS————m—————o 29,975,463,.50
BO100 TaX (107 ) @i sisn e it i =i 5,199,061.29
Use Tax on Motor Vehicles and Trailers—--- 6,388,932,44
MOLOY Carriar Toleirm i oo in o o e o ot 601,140,97
ML B GO 1 118 015 LB e bbb i e oo s e ot e g o e i 374,00
T O B oo s i s e ont o e ki o e s b $70,716,111,53

Allocation of Road Uxe Tax Fund to Verious Road Funds:

The income in the road use tax fund during the year

July 1, 1950 to June 30, 1951 was, by law allocated to the

various road funds as follows:

Primary Road Fund-————crem B2 0% e i rinnree $29,700,766,84
Secondary Roads (Counties)-—-35,0%———————eeem 24 ,750,638,93
Farm to Market Road Fund—-———-— 15,0%~—m—=e—=——w= 10,607,416,.83
Cities and TowWngm——=————eeome 8,0%—~———e—e—eee  5.657,288,93
Totalmm e e e e $70,716,111,53
13, Federal Aid Funds for Highways:

For the present fiscal year Federal aid road funds

have been allotted to the state of Iowa under the Federal

Aid Highway Act of 1950 in the following amounts:

1k,

For primary roads =y - ————$ 6,846,806
For secondary roadf————e——remar—mc—ecom———- 3,947 519
LT CRC T SRMSENCRAENING s SRLICE B SRREEIE e 1SR

Total Highway Income Per Year,

From the above data the total income per year for

primary and secondrry roads is determined as follows:



From property texes————————cmmm e $ 26,656,000
From road use YaxeBS———————memmom e 65,059,000
From Federal 8ide-dde ool SliGh v 10,794,000
Total DPEr Fealesmimrinm b e i e $102,509,000

15, Livision of Funds Among Roed Systems

This totel income is divided between primery roads

and secondary roads:

a. Primery Roads for both construction and
mofntennnen

BBLG T ab R ol B i 529,701,000
Poderal AlQ-=—esn e il il 6,847,000 :
Total b0 DPPIBArY POBAB- it mpnms o i o $36, 548,000

b, Secondery Roads for Construction
Cn Farm to M.rket Roads

Road Use TaX————=———ce— e $10,607,000
Foderel Ald-————c—cmmr 3,947,000

$14,554,00¢C
On All Becondary Roads

Property TaX—e———————ammmomm $2,662,000
Road Use TaX————m—e—mmeae —m— 24,751,000

$217,413,00C

Maintenance on All Secondary Roads

Property Tax———————me e 23,994,00¢

c. Total for 21l Rural Roads—————m——————m——=m $102,509,00C

16. Amount of Highway Construction Contracts Let Since
World war II.

The amounts of highway construction contracts let
by or under the State Highway Commission each ye.r since the

close of World wWwar II are as follows:
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Fiscnl Year or Ferm to Market
Part of Year Primery Roods Roads Tetal

18-30-45 to 6~-30-46 §$ 8,638,518,10 § 2,327,213.10 $ 10,965,731.20
7-1-46 to 6-30-47 8’ 43; 920,51 L) 817 434,08 13 251,354,59
7-1-4%7 to 6-30-48 12, ,759,517,18 5, 969 005.86 187 ,728,523,04
7-1-48 to 6~3C-49 4! ,548,334,95 11,272,021,.18 22 820 3<6.13
7-1-49 to 6-~30-50 16 o41,925,55 15, 610 9L6,68 31 652 872,23
7-1-50 to 6-30-51 28" 085 175,89 20,912, 13k 10 L8’ ,997,309,99
7-1-51 to 9-30-51 9 021,541 .22 6 55 932,87 15, 576 Lok, 09

Totols - WOk, 528,933.40 $67,463,687.87 §161,992,621,27

Note the steady increasec from yeor to year in the amount of highe

way contrncts let,

17. Incrcase in Mileage of Surfaced Secondary Rocds:
On Jenurry 1, 1948 the milecge of surfoced seconderry rond
was
On. farm t0 Morket PO Bk 25,466 Miles
On local secondary roodBe——————————————o 26,730 "
ST TSRO BN PRl R L SR 52,196 Niles
On Jnnuafy 1; 1951 the milapge of surfoced seccondery
road was
On frrm to merket rondgmm—mec e —eeeeen29 090 Miles
On local secondary roadSe————————c——e——— N s
OB AL e e e e e e 30,225 Miles

Thus the totel milente of surfoaced secondrry rocds increased

8,029 miles from Janunry 1, 1948 to Janurry 1, 1951, or an

avarrge increcse of 2,676 miles per year, <t is believed

that in the present czlendar year (Jenuary 1, to December 31,

1951) the mileage of surfaced secondrry rond will increase

at least 2,200 miles,

In addi tion to thig increacse in the totnl milecge

of surfcced secondary roads, & very c¢consideroable mileage of

old, worn-ou , surfrced sccondary ro~d hrs been reconstructed,

regroded, rebridged, oand resurfaced,
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18, No Bonds Being Issucd:

Iowa's highwey work, both State and County, is now
wholly on the "pay-—as—you-go" plan, The primery road bonds
issued during the period 1919 to 1938 have 211 becn prid
off, No new primary road bonds are being issuecd, County
road bonds prviously ilssued heve nearly all becen paid off,

No new county road bonds are being issued except in emergency
CnBC8,

19. Unobligeted Availlable Ferm to Market Road Funds:

During the wer, highway construction work was shut down
by Government order. Any highway income for construction
work accumul:ted. It could not be spent, On July 1, 1945,
when the war was about over, the balance in the farm to market
road fund wes $5,730,291, There were no outstanding contracts,
The farm to merket rood fund income each year since the

war has been as follows:

During Fiscsl : PFrom State : Federsl Funds ¢ Totnl

Yerr Ended ¢+ Sources s . Allotted ; Income

Junc 30 : ! :
1945 t'§ 855,429 3 § 3,979,710 : & 4,835,139
1946 s 2,005 665 1 3,971,103 s 6,216,768
1947 +. 5,292 651 3. 890 936 - = 9,162,987
1948 {1 9,319,638 - : 9,319,638
1949 i 12,231 680 3,516,275 ¢ 15,728 164
1950 :+ 8,863,594 3,533,955, 4 AR, S9F, ShY
1951 : 10,660,k04 : 3,947,519 i 14,607,923

(Chart No. 1, Page 19)

Due to shortages of labor, ~quipment, ond mntericls in
the early postwar ycars, the contrescts 1t szch year for form
to mcrket roed construction were lerss than the form to market
road fund incom~ in that yeor, As o result the unoblig-ted
available farm to merket road funds increcsed from year to

year reaching o peok of $23,560,797 on July 1, 1949, In the
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fiscal yeer ended June 30, 1950, the farm to market rond
contracte let ($15,610,946) exceeded the form t o market
road fund income ($12,377,549) by more than three million
dollars, In the fiscal year ended June 30, 1951, the farm
to market road controcts let ($20,912,000) exceeded the farm
to market road fund income (%1l4,555,C00) by more than six
million dollars,

The term "unobligeted available farm to market rosd funds"
includes and meeans (a) the cash balance in the farm to market
road fund in the hands of the State, plus (b) the Federsl
Aid S,condary road funds allotted to the Stote of Iowa but
not yet collected by the Stete from the Federal Government,
and minus (c¢) the outstending ferm to market roed contrects,

On June 30, 1951, the unobligated aveilable feorm to
market road funds were as follows:

ag Cesh balence in the hands of the State-——-$16,384,079.70

b Contreecte outstanding——————e—cmm oo mes 13,836,370.21
o; Cesh balance June 30, 1951 unobligeted———— 2,547,709,49
(d) Federal secondary rocd aid allotted

to Iowa but not collected——-——em———mmmm—m -~ 8,883,369,00
(e) Unobligoted available farm te market

road funds on June 30, 1951l-—m—mmmmmmmeem 11,431,078,49

These Federal funds are not aveilable "cash'", They ere
not a " balance", These Federal funis are e credit which
the Stet e may collect from the Federcl Government when and
as the several federal aid secondery rcad projects by which
these federal secondary road funds are obligated, are com-
pleted, accepted, paid for by the Stote, and claims filed by
the Stete agrinst the Federal Government for the Government's
prorate share of the cost of such projects,

In like manner the unobligated awvileble form to market
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road funds on July 1 of ench postwar year were

July 1} 1945 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ :15; 7303291
July 1, 1946 13,184,856
July 1, 1947——mm e 17,554,785
July 1, 1948 18,039, 540
July 1, 194G——m—m e 23,560,797
T ok AL P SRR 19,579, 408
July 1, L1951—mmmm e 11,431,078

The unobligated available fearm to market rond funds
have been reduced from $23,560,797 on July 1, 1949 to
$11,431,078 cn July 1, 1951, That is a totel reduction
of $12,129,719 in tlc past two years.

(Chert No, 2, Page 20)

If the nreds of the Korean war and of the mtional
defonse do not slow down the lotting cf farm to markot
road contracts, the unobligeted avellable form to market
road funds on July 1, 1952 will be down to about the
level of July 1, 1945 ($5,730,000).

204 Unohligat»d Available Primary Rood Funds:

The primery rcad fund incom~ ecch year since World

Wer II has been as follows:

uring : : :
iscal . H :
Year } Erom 3 Federcl : Total Primery
Ended + Btete 3 Funds - Recad Fund
June 30 1  Bources ; Alletted Income
1945 - = {17 008,000 . ¢ . 9,159,367 v&° 24 159,367
1946 PG00 000 : 7,146,424 . 24,146,424
1947 S B e 2 Fen 10 SN 7,056,421 s 2Lh,056,421
1968 -} 197,000,600 ~ o 17,000,000
19% 't 17,000,000 % 6,331,638 .. 23,331,438
1979 1 27,41¢,985 § 6,327,962 : 33, 74k, 947
coxN et V29 FOOTPER v vt 6 BHE 806 T (16, 0RY, 590

(Chert No. 3, Page 21)
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The term "unoblibrted available primery road funds"
includes and m-ans {a) the cash balance in the primery
road funds in the hands of the State, plus (b) the Federal
Ald Primery end Urbon Road Funds allctted to the Stete of
Iowa but not yet colleocted by the Stete from the Federal
Government, and minus (c¢) the outstending Primery and
Urben road contrects,

On June 3C, 1951, the unobligated availoble primery
road funds wer~ as follows:

Cash belance in the hends of the Stet A--=$19,142,000

(a)

{b) COontracts cutstanding———m—cocrcmamme—ea 24,883,000
Ec% Cash balance June 30, 1951 overobligeted-$ 5,742,CC0
d
(e)

Federael primary and urbon road aid

allotted to Iowa but not collected—————- 13,680,000
e Unoblig-ted ~veilable primery rcad funds
on June 30, 195Llemmmmmm e e $ 7,938,000

These federsl funds arcenot available "cash'", They are not a
"balance", These Federal funds are a credit which the State
may collect from the Federol Government when end as the
several Federnrl aild primery cnd urben road proJjects by
which these Federsl aid road funds cre oblignted, are com-
pleted, accepted, and paid for by the Stete, ond cleims
filed by the Stete against the Federal Government for the
Government's prorcta share of the cost of these pro jects,

In like manner unobligcted available primory road

funds on Junc 30 of each postwar yeir were

TR 30 L0l i e i ot $22, 741,014
June 36, 19M46-—memmmm e 23,386,121
Butie 50, LN e vl ot 21,419,273
June 30, 19U48——mmm e 11,071,008
June 30, 1949——mmm e 10,871,234
e e e 12,158,715

June 30, 195Lemmmmmm e 7,938,000
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The unobligeted evellrble primery rond funds hrve been
reduced from 23,346,121 on June 30, 1946 to 7,938,000 on
June 30, 1951, Thrt is o total reduction of $15,%28,C00
in the past five yecrs,

(Chart No. &, Page 22)

Thus the ecrly postwar cccumulation of unobligafed

avalleble primery rcad funds hosbern lirgely obligated end

used up.

21, Qutstending Highwey Controcts Exceed Aveilable Cesh:

The st:tem-nt hes been made that "the highwey income
under laws pessed by the 53d Generaol Assembly is piling up';
thet "the highway incomc is not being used up". Such
stotements are untruc cs cevidenced by the following:

0., Primery Road Funds

Primery rocd fund controcts

outstanding October 31, 1951———me—mm- $25,471,000
Cash balance in primory rood

sunt- Dot obar 31, BT rumims ol n sy B3 120 008
Excess of contreets over coshe———m—e—— @ll, 342,000

be Foarm to Market Road Funds

Ferm to market rood fund controcts

outst: nding October 31, 195l———————mv $13,912,000
Cesh belance in farm to market

rocd fund Octobrr 31, 1951l-c——e—eee——— 12,137,000
Excess of controcts over cosh————meem- $.1,775,000

22, Cost of Mailnteining Primery ond Secondery Rocds:

Moaintenance is one of the principel items of expense

incident to & modern highway system,
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Primery Roads,

Maintenonce of theprimary road system and extensions

of the primiry roads in cities and towns cost

I1 FE80aL YOO AOB0 et e hiie o b 86,903, 671
In fiscal yoar 1950———c—cmmmme e e 7,413,088
In fiscal yeor 1951l—————mmemm e 8,090,728

The 1951 primsry road maintenance wes at the average
rate of 831 per mile for the 9,734 miles of primnry roads
and their municipel extensions maintained,

Seccondery Roads

M:intenance of the secondery road system cost

In calendrr yoor 1948————-- i P o $23, 464,710
ITn salender yeor 140 wwaivenrn b 24,290,752
In calendoer yerr 1950———————mmmmmm o 29,115,601

The 1950 secondoary road maintenance wes at the average
rete of $313 per mile for the 92,950 miles of gsecondery
road, About 16,000 miles of secondary roed cerry less than
ten vehicl~s per day, An additional 29,000 miles of secondrry
rond carry ten to twenty-four vehicles per day., The mrin-
tenance work donae on these 45,000 miles of light troffic
secondary roads 1s quite light. ©Since the remaining
47,950 miles of secondery rords carry the bulk of the
scecondary rocd traffic, the bulk of the secondrry road
maintenance is done on these roads,

23, Hot-=Mix Asphalt Concrete Resurfocing of 0ld
Conerete Pavements:

The 1951 spring breckup wos the most severe since
modern road building in this stote was storted, neorly forty
yocars ago. About 600 miles of old concrete prvement,
weakmed by ~ge end the pounding of trroffic, was so badly

demoged during this spring breskup thsat there wng grove danger
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of their becoming impr.sseble if prcempt action were not
teken to relieve their distress, The average age of these

0ld pavements was 23.5 years., For the most part these

old povements were on the kmviest trrffic rords — Ve B
Rocd No, 6; U. 8. Rocd No, 30, U. 3, Road No. 69, etc,
These bottered old povements presented a rough and very
unsatisfectory riding surface.
The complate reconstruction, resurfacing, widening,

and modernizing of these 600 miles of battered old p:ve-
ments wes out of the cuestion., That kind of o reconstruc-
tion jéb would hive cost an average of about 72,000 per mile,
or o totel of $43,200,000 for the 600 miles, Thot sum of
money was simply not cvalleble for this emrrgency Jjobe Tven
if the funds had been aveileble, the enginesrs necessary
to survey, plan, and construct that volume of reconstruction,
widening, »nd modernizing work were not s~veileble and could
not be procurcad, Even i1f the necessary money and cengine~rs
had been ovailesble, there was no possibility of now pro-
curing the steel required for such an extensive remodeling
program, In fact, only about one~half of the steel re-
duired ls obteinable for the construction and reconstruction
program now being carried on, If there hed bern enough
funds available, if there hed been enough enginecers aveil-
able, if there hed been cnough steel avellrble, there still
were not enough contrcctors evailaeble to reconstruct, widen,
resurface, and modernize these 600 miles of battered old
pavements 1n 1951 and 1952, The avail-ble concrete peving
contractors were already locded to their capacity with

aving contrects,
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In these circumstaonces it wns declded to resurfoce
these 600 miles of brttered old povemsnts with hot-mix
asphalt concrete three inches thick but without widening,
reconstructing or modernizing these roads or the bridges
thercon, ©Some of these 0ld povemente cre 20 feet wide.
A very lorge portion of the mileage is 18 feet wide.

From May through October 1951, contracts hove beon
let for 606 miles of this hot-mix nsphelt concrete re-
surfacing of old prvement, Thn total amount of thesc
controcts wes $9,098,928, The average amount per mile

of road for the work included in thesr contrccts,is

Potching old concrete pavement————--31,218

Hot-Mix Asphnlt Concrete
Resurfocing———mmem— e 13797
Total per Milo——r—mee e e $15,015

To dete n~bout 147 miles of this resurfacing work hers been
completed., The remainder of the 606 miles will be com-
pleted in 1952,

By this relatively cheap : mnthod of resurfacing these
old pavements, traffié is provided with a smooth, satis-
factory, travel surfoace, Due to this smooth traffic
gé%&¥;é?‘the impeact or pounding e~ffect of trnffic is re-
duced, The destructive c¢ffect on the pavement due to the
pounding of traffic, i1s minimized, The old pevement is
strengthen~d by the ~ddition of & three~inch leyor of
asphaltic conerete, These 0ld prvements may thus be kept
in service and in travelable condition for ~ few years,
until finencial, economic, and phyeicel conditions permit
the complete reconstruction, widening, ond modernizing of

these rocds,.



o

It 18, of course, intended thrt £s soon as financiel
and other conditions will permit, these resurfaced roads
will be reconstructed, widened, and modernized, or new end
better routes will be built on new locations which have
better alignment, better grodes, better sight distances,
and decreesed total length, In fact, steps to that effect
have alre:. dy been taken with respect to some of these
rocds which are”"now belng resurfaced with hot-mix
asphaltic concrete,

When the complete reconstruction, widening, and moder-
nizing of these 0ld povements is underteken, i1f the re-
constructed rosd follows the same grade ond alignment as
the present road,the asphalt concrete resurfacing layer
which is new being added, will be incorporated in end form
an integral psrt of the reconstruct~d and modernized road,
Stﬁdios indicate thot about 80 per cent of the asphaltic
concrnte resurfocing now being placed will thus become
a prrt of the reconstructed and modernized road,

Thus the hot-mix asphaltic concrete resurfacing
now being pleced on these o0ld concrete pevements, is in
fact the first stage of the reconstruction and modernizing
of thesec roads,

24y Conclusion:

On Januery 1, 1951 Iowa heod 68,869 mil~s of surfrced
roads outside of citics and towns, About 2200 more miles
of road are beling surfaced this yrer., Under the impetus of
the highwey legisletion by the 53d and 54th General
Asscmblies this mileage of surfaced ronds will be rapidly

lncreased over the next few yeirs, and meny mil-s of



- e
battcred 0ld roads, now shown as surfr-ced, will be re-
constructed and brought up to present standards,

Of course the demand for improved highways far
excecds the rate at which highway improvements can be
built and paid for. Everybody wants his rond built first.
It is difficult to do thot, A bit of patiecnce is an
cssentiel item, If cfter o few years experience under the
new laws, it 1s demonstrated that highway improvements
arc not being mnde with rersonable rapidity to mecet our
reasonable needs, and if at that time the pcople are
willing to dig up mere funds with which to pay for more
roads in less time, the legisleture will undoubtedly
rospond to such demand,

Let us so conduct our highway ~ffairs that wc need
not cgein resort to thc issuance of bonds to pay for

nceded highway improvements,
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