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Director's Office 
800 Lincoln Way, Ames, Iowa 50010 

515/296-1 l l l 

The Honorable Drew Lewis 
Secretary of Transportation 
United States Department of Transportation 
444 North Capitol Street, N.W., Suite 225 
Washington, DC 20001 

Dear Secretary Lewis: 

REF. NO. 360 

The Iowa Department of Transportation is hereby submitting a request for federal 
Priority Primary discretionary funding to continue the improvement of Priority 
Primary Route US 61 in Iowa. Route 61 extends from the Illinois state line at 
Davenport northerly to the Wisconsin state line at Dubuque. Prior allocations 
in fiscal years 1980 and 1981 have assisted the State in the improvement of a 
critical section of this route from I-80 northerly to US 30. Two additional 
sections of this route are currently in the development stage for improvement. 
One project is in Davenport and the other in Dubuque, both vitally important 
metropolitan areas and industrial centers with critical transportation needs. 
In each case the improvement is a key element in the metropolitan transportation 
plan and the highest priority transportation need. 

Right-of-way acquisition is now underway for the Davenport project and will be 
completed in 1981. The Dubuque project is nearing federal location approval and 
will be available for preliminary right-of-way acquisition for protective and 
hardship purposes during federal fiscal year 1982. 

In addition to the above a final sum is being requested to complete the segment 
from I-80 to US 30. The total asking from fiscal 1982 Priority Primary discre
tionary funds is therefore $10,155,000 as supported on the attached schedule. 
Additional materials relating to this important Iowa Priority Primary route 
are included for reference. 

RLK:mkf 
Attachment 
cc: Mr. Ray Barnhart 

Federal Highway Administrator 
Mr. H. A. Willard 
Division Administrator 

BARBARA DUNN 
Des Moines 

C. ROGER FAIR 
Davenport 

DARREL RENSINK 
Sioux Center 

COMMISSIONERS 

ROBERT R. RIGLER BRUCE H. VAN DRUFF 
New Hampton Red Oak 

DEL VAN HORN 
Jefferson 

DENNIS W. VOY 
Maquoketa 
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INTRODUCTION 

U.S. 61 in Iowa is a very important part of the State Primary Road System 

as well as the interregional network feeding the National Interstate System. 

It joins two of Iowa's major industrial centers and parallels the traditional 

Mississippi River transportation corridor. 

Iowa has for many years proposed this segment to be a part of the National 

Interstate System which now cannot be accomplished due to the congressional 

mandate in the 1978 Surface Transportation Act. As an alternative the route has 

been designated at the highest level of Iowa's priority primary route segments. 

Recognition of this status has been given in the past two years through alloca

tions from the discretionary priority primary authorization established by 

Congress in 1978 in recognition of the needs associated with this class of 

primary roads. 

Currently the Iowa Department of Transportation is developing improvement 

projects for two metropolitan segments of this critical route in addition to the 

work now underway in the first priority rural segment. The cost schedules, 

project area maps, and associated background information related to this route 

and its association with statewide planning are included as part of this 

request. 



Iowa Priority Primary 
Route US 61 

Candidate Projects For Fiscal 1982 Discretionary Funding 

County 

Scott 

Scott/Cl in ton 

Dubuque 

Route Sect i•6n 
(See attached Maps 

for Location2 

From Lombard St. in 
Davenport north to I-80 

From I-80 north to US 30 

From Jct. US 20 to 
Iowa/Wisconsin Bridge 
now under construction 

Project Status 
' 

Right~of~way now 
being acquired (1981) 

Grading & bridging now 
under construction 

Preliminary right~of~way 
acquisition pending 
final project design 

l/ This is the concluding sum which, combined with previous 
allocations for fiscal years 1980 and 1981, will complete 
this segment. 

1981 
Work 
~ 

Grade 
structures, 
& pave 

Pave/ 
Misc, 

R,O,W, 

TOTAL 

Estimated 
Fiscal 1982 
Obl igati'ons 

$ 9,273,000 

2,933,000 

1,333,000 

$13,539,000 

Federa 1 
75% 

$ 6,955,000 

1/ 2,200,000 -

1,000,000 

$10,155,000 

Office of Program Management 
May 27, 1981 
515/296-1265 
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GOAL 

POLICY 

A. General 

B. Plan 

C. Program 

lo'Wa Transportation Policy 

January 1, 1981 

The transportation goal for Iowa is to provide adequate, safe, and efficient transportation services to the public . 

The Iowa Department of Transportation will : 

1. Promote a transportation system to satisfy user needs and maximize economic and social benefits for 
Iowa citizens. 

2. Provide for a participatory planning process which involves public, private, and cit izen interests and which 
encourages complementary transportation and land development patterns. 

3. Encourage and support programs to provide commodity movement and mobility for al l c itizens. 

4. Develop and promote just and equitable policies and procedures for the registration and reg ulat ion of 
motor vehicles and common carriers of passengers and freight. 

5. Promote financing of the transportation system through user and non-user sources in an equitable 
manner. 

1. Develop a total transportation system plan , subject to annual review, which ; 

- considers all transportation modes as interacting elements ; 

considers facilities and services necessary for person and commodity movement from orig in to 
destination ; 

- contributes to the development and implementation of a comprehensive state plan ; 

- exerts a positive influence on social, economic, and aesthetic values ; 

- provides safe, convenient travel opportunities ; 

- minimizes economic, energy and environmental costs ; 

- coordinates available federal , state , and local resources ; 

- recommends appropriate investment and funding procedures; 

- makes the best use of land resources for permanent transportation use; 

- encourages more efficient use of energy resources; 

- fosters usage of technological advancements in transportation facilities ; and 

- evaluates progress toward achievement of the goal contained in this policy. 

2. Encourage and assi st in the development of general aviation , airport facilities , and air-carr ie r services. 

3. Encourage and assist in the general development, preservation and efficient use of highway t ranspo rta
tion through improvement programs to equalize functional adequacy of roads and street s t h ro ughout 
Iowa. 

4. Encourage and assist in the development, maintenance and improvement of public trans it systems a nd 
services . 

5. Encourage and assist in developing and maintaining a viable railroad system which is respon sive to the 
needs of Iowa and the United States . 

6. Encourage and assi st in the development of programs which promote efficient use of rive r t ransportation . 

7. Develop and participate in programs to improve the safety of all transportation modes. 

8. Encourage and support development of transportation education programs. 

1. Prepare a current and long-range program of capital investment, services , and regu latory practice--each 
year . 

2. Propose and promote legislative programs to fac i litate an integrated transportation system . 



U.S. 61 FROM DAVENPORT TO DUBUQUE 
PLANNING CHRONOLOGY 

In 1960, a report prepared for the Iowa Legislature recommended the 
development of a limited system of freeways to supplement the Interstate 
System. 

In 1962, the Federal Highway Act initiated the transportation planning 
process in urbanized areas including Davenport and Dubuque at the two 
termini of this section. 

In 1965, Iowa proposed a specific system of freeways which was updated in 
1968 and included the U.S. 61 Dubuque to Davenport corridor. 

In 1968, this section was included as an Iowa candidate for the additional 
1500 miles of interstate authorized in the highway act of that year. 

In 1969, a request was again made for interstate mileage for this corridor. 

In 1973, the highway act of that year [Section 143(7)] included this route 
for specific study. 

Also Section 126 of the 1973 act established the Priority Primary System. 
This route was thus designated in the route study report submitted in June, 
1974. 

In March, 1976, the initial Iowa transportation plan, TRANSPLAN 1 76, was 
approved by the Transportation Commission and designated this route as 
part of the State Arterial System for development to four-lane standards. 

In July, 1976, the 11 3% mileage designation" within the Priority Primary 
System was revised to include this section which had previously been 
excluded from the limited designation because of its special congressional 
report status. 

In August, 1976, the Transportation Commission authorized an agreement with 
the Federal Highway Administration to designate this route as an Interstate 
highway as provided in Section l39(b) of Title 23 U.S.C. 

In April, 1977, the agreement was signed by the Federal Highway Administration. 

In May, 1977, a request for reallocation of mileage for the purpose of extending 
I-74 to Dubuque was submitted. 

In 1978, Congress terminated future additions to the Interstate System. 

In federal fiscal years 1979 and 1980, allocations were made from discretionary 
priority primary authorizations to assist the state in the improvement of a 
14-mile segment from I-80 to U.S. 30. 



LEVELS OF SERVICE WITHIN 
THE PRIMARY SYSTEM 

IN 1979 A DETAILED STUDY WAS MADE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF THE 

CRITERIA TO DETERMINE THE SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF THE PRIMARY ROAD 

SYSTEM, THE MAIN PURPOSES OF THE STUDY WERE: 

l, To PROVIDE ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE FOR ADMINISTRATIVE 
AND POLICY PURPOSES, 

2, To PROVIDE GUIDANCE FOR CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTEN
ANCE PRIORITIES, 

3, To PROVIDE INFORMATION TOWARD DEVELOPMENT OF A 
HIGHWAY SYSTEM PLAN AND FUTURE STATE TRANSPORTATION 
PLANS, 

THE STUDY PROCESS IDENTIFIED SEVERAL DISTINCT LEVELS OF SERVICE 

WITHIN THE PRIMARY SYSTEM, AT THE UPPER LEVEL IS THE INTERSTATE 

SYSTEM (LEVEL A), WHICH SERVES A HIGH PROPORTION OF IN-STATE TRAVEL 

AND CONNECTS IowA WITH THE PRINCIPAL NATIONAL AND REGIONAL HIGHWAYS , 

IowA's 632 RURAL INTERSTATE MILES SERVE 21 PERCENT OF ALL RURAL 

TRAVEL, LEVEL B, THE NEXT 2,600 MILES IN COMBINATION WITH THE INTER

STATE ROADS, SERVES NEARLY HALF OF ALL RURAL TRAVEL, LEVELS C AND D 

SERVE 13 PERCENT AND 10 PERCENT OF RURAL TRAVEL, RESPECTIVELY, ON 

AN INCREASINGLY LOCAL BASIS, ALL OTHER RURAL ROADS, THOSE UNDER 

COUNTY JURISDICTION, SERVE 30 PERCENT OF RURAL TRAVEL, 



LEVEL A (INTERSTATE) 

LEVEL B 

LEVEL C 

LEVEL D 

[l 

JANUARY 1981 

PREPARED BY PLANNING & RESEARCH DIVISION 
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Route 
Letter 

G 

G 

B 

J 

K 

E 

H 

D 

I 

R 

Route 
Number 

Ex. 330 

F 500 

F 520 

F 518 

F 561 

F 520 

F 592 

F 520 

F 534 

Ia. 2 

Priority Primary Routes 
Proposed Mileages for Preliminary ~llocation 

Revised July 1976 

Priority 
Rank 

l 

l 

2 

3 

4 

7 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Description 

Jct. I-80 to Jct. Exp. 30 

Jct. F-592 to Jct. I-80 

Sioux City Bypass 

F 520 at Cedar Falls to Ia. 3 

Illinois line to Wisconsin line 

I-380 to Illinois line 

I-35 to Jct. F 500 

Jct. Ia. 14 to I-380 at Waterloo 

Mississippi River to N. Jct. 518 

Nebraska state line to I-29 

TOTAL 

Miles 

34.3 

l 0.6 

3.6 

18.8 

75.8 

82.8 

14. l 

23.0 

28. l 

3.3 

294.4 
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Davenport, Iowa to Lacrosse, Wi scon s in 
Highway Corridor Study 

Prepared in Response to Section 143 of 
the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1973 

This corridor traverses the states of 
Iowa and Wisconsin 

Data furnished by 
Iowa State Highway Commission 

Wisconsin Department of Transportation 

Report Prepared By 
Iowa State Highway Commission 

in cooperation with 
U.S . Department of Transportation 

Federal Highway Administration 



DAVENPORT, IOWA TO LA CR0SSE, WISCONSIN 

MINNESOTA 

THE FEDERAL-A 

WISCONSIN 
. ,( 

THIS CORRI OR TRAVERSES THE STATES O · .1/; 
,r 

IOWA 

\LLINO\S 

DATA FURN HED BY 
IOWA STATE HIGHW Y COMMISSION 

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT TRANSPORTATION 

REPORT PREPARED BY 
IOWA STATE HIGHWAY CO SION 

IN COOPERATION WITH 
.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPO TATION 
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 

SEPTEMBER, 1974 
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Section 143 of the Federal Highway Act of 1973 states: "The Secretary 

of Transportation shall report to Congress by January 1, 1975, on the 

feasibility and necessity for construction to appropriate standards proposed 

highways along the following routes: 

(7) ...• and an extension of Interstate Highway 74 from Davenport, 

Iowa - Moline, Illinois, area through Dubuque, Iowa to Interstate 90 at 

Lacrosse, Wisconsin." 

The affected states were thus asked to report the estimated cost and 

consequences of developing the specified routes to minimum AASHTO standards, 

consistent with the states' plans and forecasted traffic volumes. It should 
.,r 

be noted that the states' responses will not be viewed as a commitment, 

since the consolidated report to Congress is expected to be principally 

informational in nature . 

This feasibility and necessity study report includes separate, complete 

sections for the Iowa portion and the Wisconsin portion of the route. Tables 

(1, 2, 3), and a location map are included for the complete route from 

Davenport, Iowa to Lacrosse, Wisconsin. 

Two alternate routes were considered by Iowa, and one by Wisconsin for 

this study. 

In both states the staff responsible for the study concluded for their 

respective portion of the route that it is feasible and necessary. 

Projected traffic volumes would require freeway development for the 

Iowa portion, while Wisconsin recommends freeway from Dubuque to Dickeyville 

and in the Lacrosse area and two-lane highway for the rest of their portion 

of the route. 



ROUTE SUMMARY DATA ApprO¥• Expirn Merch, 1975 

0MB No. 04-S. 7 4 006 

SHEET _l_ OF ..1..._ SHEETS 

y 

1. Study Route Number llA llA, llA 

2. State ALL IOWA WISCONSIN 
RURAL SMALL URBANIZED TOTAL RURAL SMALL URBANIZED TOTAL RURAL SMALL URBANIZED TOTAL 

5. Tot• Lenflh URBAN URBAN URBAN 

167 . 0 ?I; r:; 10".I <; r:;r:; ? 15 q 71.1 111.8 10.6 l ?? 4 
6 . lntentat• AA.leap Included 

2.2 ( Note : Exclude data on thi s m il uCJt f0t all subs.equent line-sl 
2. 2 2.2 2.2 

7. ta) 1973 Weigh t ed ADT (DVM r / M1le) 3367 13.640 4676 3964 9492 5063 3073 19, 000 445 2 
lb) 1995 W.o!il't•d ADT IDVMT/M,l•I 5895 26.600 8533 5935 22,423 9213 5876 32,000 8139 

8. (11 ) Aver.age Annu.al Inju ri es - (1970-1972) 2A4 184 468 100 70 170 184 11 4 298 
(b) Average Annual Fataf i t1e-s - (1970- 19721 30 2 32 19 l 20 11 l }1._ 

9. Present (al <4 Lane 165. 9 16. 7 182. 6 54.1 10.6 64.7 111.8 6. l 117. 9 
Road Type 

Mtle,91 
lb) 4 o, Mo,e W/ 0 FAc1 / l. l 7. 6 8. 7 l. l 3. l 4.2 4.5 4.5 
(c l Freeways 

► 10, Condit ion - Mtlet C11t1Ull't' Def1c1ent 25. l l. 6 27.2 25 . 6 1.6 27.2 
8 11 . Moluue of la) AASHTO S1a11d<1rch 
II, f>Top<>J1d ( 1 ) E,ust1ng Locat i on 104 l lnll 1 '.I II 100 7 100 7 . 1 4 . 
i 

l,nprcwements 

by Loation 121 New Location 62 . 9 ?A '.I 87.2 51.8 13. 7 65 . 5 11 . l 10.6 21. 7 
C 
0 lb) 1990 Pl1n 

l I l l E,i o t,ng Louuon 113. 1 113. l 3.4 3.4 109.7 109.7 . 
( 21 New Locat,on 53 9 ?4 1 7A? 51 .A 13. 7 65.5 10 .6 . 2. 1 12. 7 

~ 12. future la) AASHTO S11n<1a,c1s 
i: Road (1) ( 4Lano 71.4 71.4 ' 73.4 73.4 
C Type 
0 (2 1 4 or Mo re W/0 FAcl / 30.4 30 .4 30.4 30.4 z MolNUo 
0 13 ) FrNways - 4 L~ ne ... /;'.I? 17 l An 1 i:;r:; ? . 13 7 68 9 8 0 3.4 11. 4 

6 o r More 7 ? 7 ? • 7.2 7. 2 
lb) 1900 Pl,e n 

l11 < 4Lrm e 103 . 0 103.0 103 .8 103.8 
121 4 o, Mo,e W/ 0 FACl / 

(3) F,ee,..vs - • Lane 63.2 17. 1 80.3 55 . 2 13. 7 68.9 8.0 3.4 11. 4 
6 or More 7 ? 7 ? 7. 2 7.2 

13. lmpro•ement la) AASHTO Sunda,ds 127,419 127 709 255.128 43,331 73,687 117,018 84,088 54,022 l 38 ,11 0 
Costs I SOOOI lbl 1990 Pl•n Fil 411 1?7 1nq JAQ 14n II ":I 111 73 687 117.018 18 inn i:;4 n?? 77 l ?? 

1/W/0 FAC - Without Full Acce-s, Control 
REV ISED FOAM 

•••"" 3 and~ tfttentionally Offittted frOffl this form for lu~ num..., contfslency with Table 3. 
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THE NATIONAL SYSTEM OF INTERSTATE AND DEFENSE HIGHWAYS 
STATUS OF IMPROVEMENT AS OF DECEMBER 31,1977 

C ompl11td 10 hill or acupublt •t11ndllrd1. or 1mproud 10 •U.ndarU. 

Adeq,,.&tt for prennt 1n.fhc ; built • ith lnttntalt o r other p,ibhc !yftdl . 

- MAJOR TOLL ROADS 
lneorporalNl11lhtlnler ,t111t S,1ltm 

- UNDER CONSTRUCTION 

- PRELIMINARY STATUS OR NOT YET IN PROGRESS 
Pl.In pnpuallon and r1ct,t •of-••1 acq,n1Lt1on compl~fll or 11i,d,erw11 on many p0rt10111 of thu., •«1,o,ia 

Preliminary En1ineerin1 and Under Adequah Minor Improvement 

or S~:~uy et Ri1ht.of• Way Buie Toll Pruent i• 

Scale of mapdoH II-Oil permll ati.o-1,-. °' IUt\11 
11111rt.111rea1andlorvery1hortaeclH)ftl 

Complete or 

Euentially Complete 

in Prosreu in Procren Conttruction Traffic Required or Underway 
550 Mile ■ 1,611 Mile ■ 1 , .32 Mile■ 2 ,2ee Mtle ■ 1,731 Mllea 26,USO Mil ea · 1 8 ,760 Milea I 

_,/ \'----------
Total Open to Traffic 

38,_907 Miles 

U 5 oc, ... 111n,,t[,.T OT TIU,NSl"Oll'TAT IOf« 

,u,.•-. "'c.."••Y •D"''"' 'u•Uf()t, 
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Act i ve cons truct i on or improvement currently is under way on 3, 995 miles . 
This f i gure i ncludes improvement of 2, 563 mi l es which are a l ready in use and 
construction of 1,432 new miles , or 3. 4 per cent of the entire sys t em . 

As of December 31, 1977, work had e ithe r been compl eted or was under way 
on 99.4 percent or 42,225 miles of the Inters tate System. Only 275 miles or 0.6 
percent, had not yet advanced to the point where public hearings had been held on 
proposed locations. 

The Interstate Sys tem, as currently designated, cons i sts of 33,2S8 •miles of 
rural and 9,242 miles of urban highways . As of this report, 30,663 mil~s or 
92.2 percent of the rural mileage, and 8,244 miles or 89.2 percent of the urban 
mileage are open to traffic. ; 

In addition to the sections open to traffic, 1,432 miles were lillder 
basic construction as of fucember 31, 1977; engineering or right-of-way, 
acquisition prior to construction was in progress on another 1,611 miles and 
route location approval was penaing on 275 additional miles for which pµblic 
hearings had been held . 

The status of the Interstate System as of December 31, 1977, is 
shown on the accompanying map, and in detail in Table 1. In Sl.IlTUnary, the status 
follows: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Miles 

Open to traffic 38,907 

a. Complete or essentially complete (Free) 8,760 
(Toll) 2,103 (10,863) 

b. Minor improvement-needed 
lillder way 

c. Major improvement-needed (Free) 
(Toll) 

-lillder way 

Under basic construction 

Location approved, construction not s tarted 

24,032 
2,118 (26,150) 

1,286 
163 
445 ( 1,894) 

1,432 

1,611 

4. Public hearings held-approval pending 275 

5. No location action taken 275 
42,500 

Percent 

91 . 50 

3.40 

3.80 

0.65 

0.65 
100.00 
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THE NATIONAL SYSTEM OF INTERSTATE AND DEFENSE HIGHWAYS 
IMPROVEMENT STATUS OF SYSTEM MILEAGE AS OF DECEMBER 31,1977 
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Rank of Urbanized Areas in the United States by Population: 
' 

1970 

~ , .. ·-~~:·:,c~.::~:: '" ·-
I · J,- r ncy . • • • • • · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

Los Ant-:clc~-U,11.: lk-a<.'11, <.:n li! • • • • 
01 l cngo, l l l .-Nor thwoe ton1 

Ind I .i n n •. . . , •• •• • • • • • •. • •••••• • • 
f'h l l .ult-1 ph 1 :1 , Pa .-N .J .... ... .. ,. , 
[)C l. r c1 ll 1 Mt ch ••••••• • •••••••• • • •• 

· San francisco-OoklRnd, Calif . •• . . 
Boa ton, 11'11911, • • • • • , • . • • • • •• • • •• • • 

Yashlngto n, D.C.-Md .-Va . •.•.••. • • 
ctevola.nd, Olio •.. . . • ..• .•.•.• . •• 

10 st. Louis, Mo.-111 •• • •••• • • •••.•• 

•

/ pt tt&bu11:h, Pa • •.. •.. ••.. •.•. •• . • 

Minneapolis-St. Pnul, Minn . • ••• •• 
HoUB too, Tex ••••• • • •• •• • • •• • • • • • • 

ts :!~!::r;;x~:::::::::::::::::::: 
16 Milwa ukee, Wis •••• ,, , , , • •• •• , •.•• 

•

I Seattle-Everett, Wash . • • • • . •• •. • . 
M1aa1, Fla ••..• • •.. •..••.. • • • ••• . 
San Diego, Cali! • • • • •.• .• • ••••• •• 
Atl■ota, Ga •• • ••• • •• • • • •• • • ••• • •• 

Cincinnati, Olio-X:y . .. . . . .. .. . . .. . . 
Jan.eas City, Mo .. -Kans . . . ....... . . . 
Buffalo, N.Y . . .. . ..... .. .. . .... .. . 

, Denver, Colo ..................... . 
San Jose , Calif ••• • • • .••• • •• • •. •• 

26 Mew Orleans, La ••••••• • •••••••• • • 

• 

R>oenix, Ariz ................... . 
Portland, Oreg .-Wash . ... . .... ..... . 
Jodia.napolis, Ind •••• ••••• . •.•• . • 
Providenc e-Pawtucket- Warwick, 

· R.1.-Mass •• •••••• •• •• • • •• • • • •••• 

1 31 COhabus, Olio • •• .• •• .• •• • •••• • • • 

• 

6a!1 Antonio, Tex .................. . 
Louisville, X:y.-Iod •••• • .•••••••• 
Dayton, Cit io • • .•..••. •• • •. .•••••• 

1 35 Fort 'Worth, Tex ..... .. . .. .......... . 
· 36 Xortolk-Portsaouth, Va . • ••••. •• •• 

• 

Memphis, Tcnn.-Miss • • • •• • • •••• • •• 
Sacramento, Cali 1 • •• •• • •••• •• • ••• 
Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood, na ••• 
Jlochester, JC . Y . ...... .. . .... .. . . .. . 

• I ·55 

56 

--

San Bemardino-Kiversiele , ~lit' •• 
Oklahoma City, Okla • • • • ••• ••••••• 
BiJ"llingham, . Ala ..... . . ... . . .. . . .. . 
Akron, Olio . . .. . . ... . . . ..... . ... .. 
.Jacksonville, Fla ••..••.•••.... • • 
Spring t ield-Qi icopee-Holyoke , 
llasa .-conn .... . .... . . . . ..... . . : .• 

St. Petersburg, Fla .• •.. . . • • .• • •• 
Cbaha, Nebr.-Io,ra . ..... . ... .... .. . 
Toledo, Cliio-Mich •• •• • •• • ••••• •• • 
Albany-Schenectady-Troy, N' . Y ••• •• 

Salt Lake _City, Utah ... .. . .. .. .. . 
Ba.rt ford , Conn •••••••••••••• •• .• • 
Hash ville-Davidson, Tenn •••••••.• 
Honolulu, Hawaii •••• .• •••• •• •• • • • 
Ricluliond, Va . . ... ... . .... .. . .. .. . . 
Bridgeport, Conn .••• ••• ... •• ••••• 
Youngstown-Warren, Olio •••••••••• 
Syracuse, K. Y ... . ... . . . ..... . .... . 
Tulsa, Ok.la ••• •• • •••• •• ••••• • • • •• 
WU11ington, Del .-II .J .. ...... ... . , 

61 ~-pa, na ....................... . 
62 Allentowu-Bethlehea-Eaaton, 

• 

Pa.-11.J ............. .... . . ..... . 
. Grand Rapid•, Mich .............. . 

Now Haven, Conn •• •.• .•••••• • •.••• 
1 ~t,S El Paso, Tex .. ......... ... ...... . . 

66 Tacoma, Wash ..... ........ .. .... .. 

•

67 Flint, llich .. .. ............. .... . 
Orlando, Fln .•• • .. . .. -••.••......• 
Wichita, Kl\nB ••• • •••.••• • • • ••• ••• 
Albuquerque, N . Mex •. •. . • • : .•• • •• 

71 Tuc son, Ariz .... .. .............. . 

•

72 South Bend, IJl<l . -llich ..... , . ... . . 
Weet Pol• Bench, na ••• ; .. . .... . . . 

_a,ulotte, 'H . C ................. . .. . 
T'l-1,nton, H'.J . -Pa •• • ••••• •••• ••• •• 

• - ;; likt,,port Newe-Raapton, Va • .• .. • ..• 
O.vcnport -lt:---:k leland-Moline, 

[F01 meaning of symbols, Stt text] 

PL11111lation 

16 1 206 , R4 1 
8,35 1, 266 

6_, 71 ◄ , 57 .. 
4 ,021 ,0GG 
3,970,584 
2,987, 850 
2,652,575 
2,481,489 
1 ,959,880 
1,882, 944 

1,846,042 
1,704,423 
1,677,863 
1,579,781 
1,338,681. 
1,252, 457 
1,238 , 107 
1, 2 19,661 
1,198,323 
1,172,778 

1,110,514 
1,101,787 
1,086,594 
1,047,311 
1,02 5,273 

961,728 
863,357 
824 ,926 
820,259 

795,311 

790,019 
772,513 
739,396 
685 ,942 
676,914 
668,259 
663,976 
633,732 
613,797 
601,361 

59:; ,597 
579,788 
558,099 
542,775 
529,585 

514,308 
495,159 
491,776 
487,789 
486,525 

.:t79,342 
465,0C.1 
448,444 
442,397 
416,563 
413,366 
395,540 
376,169 
371,4 99 
371,267 

368,742 

363,517 
352,703 
348,341 
337,471 
332,521 
330 , 128 
305,479 
302,334 
297,451 

294,184 
288,572 
187,561 
279,530 
271,148 
268,263 

Rank 

81 
82 

Urbanized Areas 

Dt•t-1 Mo i 11C'1', l (lw;l . , . .. •• • • • • • • • .• 

D:ll u n Hcntt:c, Ln • ••.••. • •. • • .• ..• 
83 Won·c-stt'r , Ma~rn •• .. .... . . .. .. . .. 

M f'corl.i, 111 . •. ... . ........• • ... . 
85 D,cna r d-Vcntura-'n1 ous a.nd O.:,kti, 

Cnli f • ••. . •.• . . . .. .•. • .. .• .. . • • 
8G Canton, 0,10 ... . ... . , . . . . . • . .... 
8 7 ColUJ1bi", S.C . . ... .. . . ... .. . • . • . 
88 Harrisburg, P11 •••••• • •.••• . • ••• • 
69 
90 

91 
9 2 
93 
94 
9 5 

!J\B VeR OS , No v • .. • . . .••• . • • • • •.• 
Shreveport, l,n •••.•••••• • •• •• • •• 

Aurora-Elgin, Ill .• . .. • . • . .. . .•. 
Spoka ne, Wosh .. . .... .. .... . . .. . . . 
~nainf; , Mich • •.•••••• ••••• • •••• 
Olarleston, S.C • •• ••. . • •• •• ..... 
Fort Wayne , Ind • .... ••. • • .• •.. •• 

96 Olattano()f?a, Te nn.--G a •••. • . • •• .• 
97 Wi lkes - Bnrrc, Pa ••• • • • .••• • •••• • 
98 Little Rock-North Little Rock, 

Ark .. .. . .. . .. . . . . . .. .. ......... . 
99 Corpus Olristi, Tex .. .... .. .. ... . 

101 
102 
103 
1().l 

105 
106 
107 
108 
109 
110 

Collobus, Ga.-Ala . . .. . . ..... .... . 

Rockford, Ill .• .•. ..•••.• • •••.• • 
Madison, WiB ... ... ......... .. . . . . 
Colorado Springs, Colo .. •• •••••. 
Scranton, Pa • ••. .•... ..•.•• . .• •• 
1...Tirreocc-Have rhill, llasa.-H.R ••• 
Lorain-Elyria, Chio •••• • • • • •••• • 
Knoxville , Tenn • •.. . • .• • •••••.•• 
Jacks oo, Miss . ... . • . ••••• ••••• . • 
Stamtord, Conn •.••• . • • • ••••••• . . 
Lc,t,e:11 , W:a&s ........ . ..... ... . .. . 

111 Utica-Rcae, H. Y •• . • ....•.••• • •.• 
112 Ann Arbor, Mich •.. . • . •.. • ••• •• •• 
113 B.ikersfield, Cali! . . .... . . ... .. .. 
114 Erie, Pa .... .. . ...... . ......... . . . 
115 Reading, Pa .. . ...... . .. ... .. .... . 
116 Huntington-Ashland, W. Va.-JCy.-

Cllio .. .. .. ... ............. .... . . 
117 Bingh8'"ton, 11.Y . . ... ........ ... . 
118 Pensacola, na ............ ; ..... . 
119 Savannah, Ga •• ••• •• ••• •••• • • • • • • 
1 20 Fayetteville, N .C ... . . ...... . ... . 

1 21 Stockton, Cal if ••.•••.•••••••••• 
122 Lexington, Xy •• ••.... •.•. •• • • .• • 
1 23 Otarleston, W. Va •..••••••••••.• 
1 24 Greenville, s.c • •. . •••.••.••.••• 
125 Waterbury, Conn •.. ••• ... • •• • •• •• 
126 Roanoke, Va ••••••••••••• .- • ••• ••• 
127 Joliet, 111 ........ .. ......... .. 
1 28 Lincoln, Nebr •• ..••• . ••••.• ••• •• 
1 29 Raleigh, N' .C •• .• • . .• • •••. ••••••• 
130 Gree nsboro, N . ~ . . .. .... . .... . ... . 

131 Kal&111azoo, Mich •••••••••••..•••• 
132 Lubbock, Tex ................... . 
133 Ogden, Vtah ................... .. 
134 Augusta, Ga.-S.C •.•.•••••••.•.• 
135 Brockton , Maas . .. . • . . • • . • • • . . . • 
136 Saginaw, Mich ••..••••••••••••••• • 
137 Htmtaville, Ala . .. .. . .. . . . . .. . .. . 
138 Winston-Salem, K .C •• • • ••••• ••••• 
139 Evansville, tnd •.. . . .. ............ 
140 Fall River, Ma.ss.-R.I • ••• •• • ••. • 

141 Eugene, Oreg •••••••••••••••••••• 
142 MontgC'bery, Ala ••• • ••••.•••.•••• 
143 Duluth-Superior, Minn . -1'is ... .. . . 
144 Atlantic City, J' . • .. ........... . 
145 New Bedford, Mass ••.. • .• • •••• • •• 
146 Topeka, Kans ••• • . • . •• ...•••••••• 
147 Ced a r P.apide, Iowa ••• •• • •••• •• •• 
148 New Britain , Conn ••.• • •• •• ••. • •• 
149 Santa Barbara, Calif • •. ••• •• • •• • 
1 50 Appleton, Wie .. ......... ......... . 

1 51 Green Ray, Wis .... . .... .. ... .. .. . 
152 Macon, Ga • ••• . • . . . • •• •. ..• •• •. •• 
153 Aaarillo, -Tex • • • •••••• •• •••••• • • 
1 54 York, Pa • .. . •• .•. . ••• ... • . • •• • • • 
1 55 Biloxi-Gulfport, Wiee ........... . 
156 Springfield, Mo .. . .. . ...... .... . . 
157 Springfie ld, Ill. . .... .. ...... .. 
158 Wnco, Te x • •..••••• ••••••.••• •••• 
1 5Y Rac ine , Wie . .. ..... . . ...... ... .. . 
160 Lanc aeter, Pa •• ••. ... • •• • •• ••.•• 

;;-'7.'~~~.., .... ....,..._..._....,..,.....,...._ .. ..._'4_...t.;66~1~1~9~ 161 Port Arthur, Tex . . . .. . . ... ..... . . 
1·,,x, ........... .. . . . . . . . . 2G◄ ,499 162 Boa'-"'1011t, Tox • . . . . . . . .. • .• • •• • • • 
t'1•l1t . . . . ... . .... . ... . . . . 202 , oos 1 63 Wator loo, Jown .... .. • • • •• .•.•. •• 
A ~ n • ••• •. • • . • •• • • • • . •, , , • 257 

1
8 1 0 lc.4 No rw n J.k., Conn • . . • ..•. • ••.••••••• 

.UME!cR o; INHABITANTS 

l'op11 l. 1l1 11n Rank Urbanized ArP.as 

2 ~,5 ,~ :!'1 

2◄ 9, ◄ 63 
2'17,'116 
:,M7,121 

;,M'1,653 
244,279 
2 ◄ 1,781 

240, 751 
236,681 
234,564 

232,917 
229,620 
229,518 
228,399 
225,184. 
223,580 
22Z,830 

222,616 
212,820 
208,616 

206,084 
205,457 
204,766 
204 ,205 
200, 280 
192,26 5 
190,502 
190,060 
184,898 
182,731 

160,355 
178,605 
176,155 
175, 263 
167,932 

167,583 
167,224 
166,619 
163,753 
161,370 

160,373 
159,536 
157,662 
157,073 
156,986 
156,621 
155,500 
153, 443 
152,289 
152,252 

lf. !', 

166 
1 67 
16 8 
169 
170 
171 
172 
17J 
174 

175 
176 
177 
178 
179 
180 
181 
182 
183 
184 

185 
186 
187 
188 
189 
190 
191 
192 
193 

194 

Pu rt !amt, Ma im,• . . . •• .•• . . . . 
Mc.xlt- , to, Ca llr • . .. . . . . .• .. . 

t1sk(•1:on-M11,kc1:c.m l lc l ~h .t ~, Midi . 

Provo -Orce, , llt:\11 . • • .. • •• • • ••. .. • 
Pueblo, Colo • .. ... . .. . .. . . .. . . . 
Durh:ta, N . C ••. ... . • . .• . ..• .. •. .. 
P(.-tc r sburg-Co l on inl Height~, Vo. 
Oi :tn:1paif!:'. n- Urbana, Ill • . . .. . ... . . 
Dcc u tur , Ill • . . . . . ••• . . . .. .... . . 
Reno, :Nov . . ................ . . .. . . 

Meriden, Conn •• . •••••• • ..•• • • • •• 
Wi chi ta Falls, Tex .. ...... . . ... . 
.Johnstown., Pa •. . •. ••• • •••••.••• . 
Sioux City, lowa-Hcbr.-S . Dak ••• 
I...-lwton, Okla . .• •• . • ••..••• . • • .•• 
Mnnchcs ter, K .H • • • •• • ••• • • •• • •• • 
Sprini:ficld, Olio . ..• • •. .•• •• • •• 
Hi&h Point, !LC .• •..• •.. ..•. ... • 
Se as !de-Mo nterey, Calif . . .... ... . 
Salem, Clrcg .. . . ...... . . . ... . ..... .. 

'lhe-eling, W' . Va . -Glio • . • . • .•••• • 
McA llen-Ph arr-Ed in burg, Tex •• . • • 
Ham ilton, Qiio ••• .••••• • • . .• •••• 
Abi l e n,e , Tex •.•••.•. •. •• ... .•. • • 
Monroe, La ......... .. ..... . ... . .. . 
Munc ie, Ind •• .•• ••••••• • •••••••• 
Lake Olarles, La •••••••••••••••• 
Tu s caloosa, Ala ••••••••••••••••• 
Steubenville-Weirton, Qiio-

w. Va • • • • •••••••••••••• · · · • ••• • 
Fargo-Moorhead, JI'. Dak.-Minn •••• 

195 Doise City, Idaho ............. .. 
196 Kenosha, Wis .. . . .. .......... . ... . 
197 Texas Ci ty-1.a Marque, Tex ....... . 
l 9f3 Al toe>oa, Pa ...... . . . ... .. . . ..... . 
199 ()dcssa, 1'e'x ••••••••••••••••••••• 
200 Terre Haute, Ind •••••••••••••••• 
201 Ande rson , Ind .................... . 
202 L;tfayctte-West i.tayette, Ind ... . 
203 Jac koon, Mich •••• • ••• •••• ••• • •• • 
204 Lafayette, Ia. ••••••••••••••••••. 

205 Bay CJ ty, k!CZ ••• • ••. • •••••••• • • 
20C F!'t=-.':~:.:.r; ·Lec-=!~!'~!'~, ~:-'.""• .. . . . 
207 Tallahassee, nc. ••••••••• •• ••••• 
208 Mansfield, Cillo ••••• • • ••••••••.• 
209 S t. Joseph, llo.-Ji'.ans .......... .. 
210 Albo.ny, Ga ••••••••••••• • •• •• •• • • 
211 Fort Smith, Ark.--Okla ...... .... . 
212 Sioux Falls, S. Da.k ............. . 
213 Santa Rosa, Calif ............... .. 
214 Vloeland-iUllville, 1' .J •• .••. ••• 

Population 

l t I t .• ~, ~ 1'1 

ltlt ; _l \1 ,' 

l•' '. •, I I,; 

10-1 ,l l t) 

10:1, :wo 
too, 7li'1 
100,6 17 
100,417 

99,693 
99,687 

98, ◄ :,.,C 
97,564 
96,1 ◄ 6 
95,937 
95,667 
95,140 
93,653 
93,547 
93,2M 
93,041 

92,944 
91,141 
90,912 
90,571 
90,567 
90,427 
88,260 
85,875 

85,492 
85,446 

85,1~7 
84,262 
84,054 
81,795 
81,645 
80,908 
so, 704 
79,117 
78,572 
78,5--14 

78,!'~ 
78_,f'"IS:1 

77,851 
77,59S 
77,223 
76,512 
75,517 
7:,,146 
75,083 
73,57S 

152,083 215 Asheville, 1' .c.... ....... .... .. . 72,451 
150,135 216 Bristol, Conn. .... ...... .... .... 71,732 
149,727 217 Billings, llont . ...... .. .,....... 71,1!17 
148,953 218 Great Falls, llont..... .. . .•.••.. 70,905 
148,844 219 Lynchburg, Va................... 70,M2 
147,552 220 Li•a, Olio ... :. . .... ....... . .... 70,295 
146,565 221 La.re do, "T',yx.... . •••••... •. . .... • 701 197 
142 ,584 2 22 Bloamington-1'onaal, 111....... . 69,392 
142 1 476 223 Gainesville, Fla.... . ..... . . . ..... 691 32!1 
139

1
392 224 Boulder, Colo... . .. .. .. .. ....... 68,634 

139,255 225 Gad&don, Ala.. . .... . . . . . ........ 67,706 
138,983 226 Danbury, Conn. .... ......... . ....... 66,651 

138, 352 l-'2::.:2,.,7,.....;Du=b:=ua,oue;;.r. ... I::.:ow::.;;,.;•;..-..;l;,;l;,;l;,:;•,.:.•.;,• .;.• .;.• ;;.--a;•a;•"•"•..;•..;•.:.• .:.•+----:6e:5~5-=-:15Ct--
13-1

1
016 228 Lew1ston-Auburn, Maino .. ...... .. 65 1 212 

133,667 2 29 San Angelo, Tex... .... ........... 6;.l,884 
132 1 108 230 La Crosse, lfia.-Minn •••••• •• --:. ... 63 1 373 
132,008 231 Pltteficld, llasa...... .. .. .. .... 62,872 
131,349 232 SalinaA, Calif . ....... . ... .. .... 62 1 456 
129,774 233 Galveston, Tex. . ....... . .. .... .. 61,80~ 
129,532 234 N.:u:1hua, N. H • • •• •••••• •• •• •• • • • • .. 60,961 

129,105 235 Pine Bluff, Ark. ,............ ... 60,907 
128 1 065 236 Midland, Tex ... .......... .... . .. 60,371 
127,010 237 Tyler, Tex... .. ...... . .......... _59,781 
123 , 106 7.38 Coluabin, Ko......... . ...... .. . . 59,231 
121

1
601 239 Te xarkana, Tcx.-Ark. . . • • • .. • • •••• 58,!':.70 

121,340 2'10 Yilmingtoo, If .C......... . . ... ... 57,6'15 
12_0,794 241 81-1 Valloy, Calif. . ... .. ....... 56,936 
118

1
843 242 RocheBtor, Minn... . ........... ... 56 1 604 

11·1 1 408 2'13 Ots.hko2!1h 1 Wis....... .. ..... . ..... 55, ◄ 80 
117,097 24 4 Shenum-Den1aon, Tex. . ..... .... . 55,343 
110

1
474 245 O.cnsbor--,, K7. •• ... ... . . .. •• ••••• 53,133 

110,350 2 4 0 Drownoville., Tax •••. •. ;. .. . ..... 52,627 
11 2, RRl 247 Dryan-Collogc Station , Tex.. .... 51,3% 
100,707 2'18 llar11ngen-6an Bonito, 1'c x ....... . . 50, ◄69 

UNITED STATES SUMMARY 1-87 
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May 6, 1977 

The Honorable Brock Adams 
Secretary of Transportation 
Nassif Bui 1 ding 
400 7th St . , S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Adams : 

ST A TE CA PI T OL D E S MO INES , I O WA 503 19 

REF, NO. 012 

Enclosed is a request to extend Interstate Highway 74 °from I-80 at Davenport, 
its present terminus, north to Dubuque. The request anticipates that a portion 
of the presently authorized 42,500 miles of the National System of Interstate 
and Defense Highways will not be constructed as originally contemplated and 
will be available to you for reallocation. 

Section 103(e) of Title 23 U.S. Code prescribes that the Interstate System 
" .. shall be so located as to connect by routes, as direct as practicable, the 
principal metropolitan areas, cities, and industrial centers .. " Dubuque, at 
the northerly end of the proposed extension, and the Davenport, Iowa - Rock 
Island, Illinois metropolitan area at the southerly terminus are principal 
metropolitan and industrial areas of the dynamic Iowa-Illinois-Wisconsin, Upper 
Mississippi Valley Region. The tri-state metropolitan complex at Dubuque is 
one of the largest urbanized areas not served directly or in close proximity 
to the present Interstate System . 

State, federal, and metropolitan transportation planning over the past two 
decades have repeatedly shown the critical and growing transportation demand 
in this corridor. Recent emphasis is illustrated by the special study status 
of this corridor in the 1973 Federal Aid Highway Act and the designation of this 
route segment as a Priority Primary Route within the top three percent of the 
Federal Aid Primary System. Evidence of Iowa's commitment is the agreement 
recently entered into with the Federal Highway Administration under Section 139 
of Title 23, stating that this corridor is a logical extension or connection 
to the Interstate System and pledging accordingly that improvements will be 
done to full Interstate standards. This is consistent with the initial Iowa 
Transportation Plan (TransPlan '76) and the metropolitan transportation plans 
of both the Tri-State Region at Dubuque and the Bi-State Region at Davenport . 

COMMISS IONERS 

•
ARBARA DUNN 

Des Moines 
DONALD K. GARDNER STEPHEN GARST WILLIAM F. McGRATH ROBERT R. R IG LER L . STANLEY SCHOELE.RMAN ALLAN THOMS 

Cedar Rapids Coon Rapids Melrose New Hampton Spencer Dubuque 
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Supporting inforrration is contained in the material enclosed supplemented by 
basic data and analytical reports on file with the Iowa Department of Transpor
tation and Federal Highway Administration. 

The Iowa Transportation Commission urges your favorable consideration of this 
· request. 

VP:mkf 

Enclosure 

cc: William Cox 
Federal Highway Administrator 

The Honorable John Culver 
United States Senator 

The Honorable Dick Clark 
United State Senator 

The Honorable Michael Blouin 
United States Representative 

Victor Preisser 
Director 
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YJrp~ ¥ (fr~()/~ 
PLANNING AND RESEARCH DIVISION 

800 LINCOLN WAY AMES , IOWA ~0010 515-296-1661 

October 31, 1977 REF. Ho. 700. 010 

Commander 
Military Traffic Management Command 
ATT. MT-SA 
Washington, D.C. 20315 

Dear Sir: 

Please find enclosed your completed q4estionnaire per Mr. Allen J. 
Dowd's request dated August 31, 1977, transmitted to us by itr. Henrik 
Stafseth, American Association of State Highways and Transportation 
Officials. 

Iowa Highway 60 (your reference index number 305) from Sioux City 
to the Minnesota border has long been recognized as an important 
highway corridor in Iowa. For many years it was part of Iowa's officially 
designated "Freeway-Expressway System", as a proposed expressway 
facility. 

Iowa has recently altered its Freeway-Expressway concept and designated 
a State Arterial Highway System. Routes in this system could be 
either two lane or four lane design facilities, with four-laning 
dependent upon the year of actual need for four-lane design. 

In addition, the Iowa Department of Transportation restudied 10 of 
the original Freeway-Expressway projects. The purpose was to determine 
if possible improvements could be made on present alignment rather 
than relocation, in order to reduce the removal of Iowa farmland . 
from production for highway purposes. Iowa Highway 60 from Sioux City 
to . the Minnesota border was one of the 10 projects. 

On February 2, 1977, the Iowa Department of Transportation "(DOT) 
Commission approved a staff recommendation that the Highway Division 
pursue further development of the project utilizing existing alignment 
where possible. Bypasses of the cities along the route would be 
developed in the future when traffic in the communities exceeds 
capacity. It is anticipated that Iowa 60 will be developed in stages 
(ultimate .4-lane) with rural sections developed first as segments of 
the existing facility became unable to serve traffic needs efficiently • 

COMMISSIONERS 

•

ULES M. BUSKER 
Siou• City 

BARBARA DUNN 
Des Moinea 

OONALO K. GARONER 
Cecta r Aaplcts 

WILLIAM F. McGRATH 
Melros• 

ROBERT R. RI GLER 
New Hampron 

L. STANLEY SCHOELERMAN 
Spf'ncer 

ALLAN THOMS 
Dubuque 



Comma nder 
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Ultimately, we expect the facility to meet all of your desired standards 
of improvement (enclosed). However, due to the tremendous reduction in 
our highway construction capabilities because of inflation in recent 
years, it is not likely that this corridor north of Sioux City will be 
developed to the full four-lane design until near or beyond the year 2000. 

In the Sioux City area (see enclosed 1990 SIOUX CITY URBAN AREA 
TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM), it is shown that the southerly 
portion of the route, north of U.S. 20, Section F-1 (colored red) 

I 

l will likely see improvement ·to a four-lane divided faciltiy sometime 
between 1985 and 2000 . The DOT and the Siouxland Interstate Metropolitan 
Planning Council (SIMPCO) are currently working on agreements for 
protection of the corridor. . I 
On the same map, it is also apparent that a very logical and convenient 
bypass of the Sioux City area for civil and military purposes is 
contained in the connection of U.S. 77, I-129 and Iowa · s20 (colored 
in yellow - Iowa 520 is identified as Sec. F-2). Iowa 520 is e~pected 
to open to u.s~ 20 east in 1978. This route will become U.S. 20 when 
opened. It is expected that all these sections will meet your 
desired standards. 

The $112,836,000 shown for cost of the Iowa 60 project reflects the 
total cost from U.S. 20 to the Minnesota border. Included are costs 
for Right-of-Way, Construction, Engineering, and Administration. This 
is the latest Iowa DOT estimate and reflects 1976 prices. 

In addition to Iowa Highway 60, I wish to strongly recommend that you 
consider adding to your strategic highway corridor network, a route 
from I-80 beginning at Davenport, and proceeding north to the Wisconsin 
State line at Dubuque, Iowa. I have color coded this corriqor yellow 
on your (enclosed) network map. 

This corridor currently contains U.S. Route 61 from Davenport to 
the Wisconsin state line at Dubuque. In April of this year, the Iowa 
DOT requested that this route be added to the National .System of 
Interstate and Defense Highways. The U.S. DOT has approved U.S. 61 as 
a future addition to the Interstate after its construction to full 
interstate standards by Iowa. 

· The entire route from Davenport to Lacrosse was specifically designated 
for study under Section 143 of the 1973 Federal Aid Highway Act 
(feasibility and necessity study). In both states, staff responsible 
for the study concluded that a route was'.feasible and necessary, and 
projected traffic volumes would require freeway development for the 
Iowa portion. 

t 
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·commander 
October 31, 1977 
Page 3 ' 

In Iowa this route (U.S. 61 - Davenport to Dubµque) was designated as 
a priority primary route under the system established in Section 126 
of the 1973 Federal Highway Act. 

This is a high priority civilian corridor for the State of Iowa. 
Dubuque, one of Iowa's seven largest urban areas is located at the north 
end and the Iowa-Illinois Quad Cities metropolitan area is located at 
the south end . . The interrelated industrial complexes at both termini 
demand heavy duty efficient and safe multilane highway service. Very 
few, if any, metropolitan areas in the nation are as remotely located 
from the interstate system as Dubuque. 

From a defense standpoint, it appears that this corridor provides 
a direct connection North from I-80 toward the Twin Cities which 
could serve as a useful alternate, for military purposes, to the river 
movements up or downstream during the freeze-up months. Keokuk, Iowa is 
the northernmost point on the Upper Mississippi generally open to 
barge traffic year around. Virtually no shipments can be made from 
that point to the Twin Cities during the months from December to March. 

In view of my recommendation, I am enclosing a completed questionnaire 
for the Davenport to Dubuque segment for your· consideration. 

Also enclosed, in reference to this corridor is a copy of Iowa's report 
on its application for Interstate designation of U.S. 61 from Davenport 
to Dubuque, and a copy of the feasibility and necessity study, pursuant 
to Section 143 of the Federal Aid Highway Act of 1973. 

CIM:JEN:ls 
Enclosures 

a 
Director
Planning and Research Division 
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IOWA ·-
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SURVEY . 

* CORRIDOR: U.S. 61 Davenport, Iowa to Dubuque, Iowa 

-* ALONG GENERAL ALIGNMEt~T OF: U.S. Highway 61 between navenport and Dubuque, Iowa 

* IS THERE NEED FOR HIGHWAY IN THIS CORRIDOR? --=--=YE:a.;:;..S -------

* ARE HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENTS PROGRAMMEp N~ 5 YEARS? __ Y_E_S -----

* IF NOT, ANY PROGRAMMED .PRIOR TO 1990? . ________ ...;....__ __ 

* FEASIBILITY OF LOCATING HIGHWAY IN CORRIDOR 

FAVORABLE NOT FAVORABLE 

ENVIRONMENT AL x 

PROJECTED USAGE _x 

COST OF CONSTRUCTION x 

TECHNICAL ASPECTS x 

OTHER FACTORS SEE LETTER 

* REMARKS ANO COST DATA $160 million (1977 prices) - Includes R.0 W,, Co nst:r:..J.ld:ion 

Engineering and Administration 
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IOWA SUPUty ·- a\\/L 

* CORRIDOR: _:.;I~n_de_x---:.:...#-'-30~5 ____________________ _ 

* ALONG GENERAL ALIGNMENT OF: Minneapolis, J,1N,___§~__!_<2__N_ort}'l_r1.atte, NE 

* IS THERE NEED FOR HIGHWAY IN THIS CORRIDOR? -~Es _______ ....;.__ 

* ARE HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENTS PROGRArJ1t1ED fJEXT 5 YEARS? --=..;:No'-------

* IF NOT, ANY PROGRAMMED .PRIOR TO 1990? .~YE:o=,.S _________ _ 

* FEASIBILITY OF LOCATING HIGHWAY IN CORRIDOR 

ENVIRONMENT AL 

PROJECTED USAGE 

CO ST OF CO ~J STR U CTIO N 

TECHNICAL ASPECTS 

OTHER FACTORS 

FAVORABLE 

X 

X 

X 

X 

* REMARKS ANO COST DATA Remarks - .See accompanying letter 

NOT FAVORABLE 

X 

Cost to complete four lane design= $112,836,000 



May 31, 1978 

The Honorable Brock Adams 
Secretary of Transportation 
Nassif Building 
400 7th St., S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Adams: 

• 
STA T E C API TO L DE S MOI N E S, IOWA 5031 9 

RE F, NO. 012 

On May 5, 1977, a request was transmitted to you for an extension of Interstate 
Route 74 from Interstate 80 at Davenport north to Dubuque. This is a reitera
tion of that request and with a specific priority for a 14.3 mile segment from 
1-80 north to US 30. 

This Davenport to Dubuque corridor qualifies as part ·-of the National System of 
Interstate and Defense Highways. It interconnects two multi-state metropolitan 
industrial centers. The tri-state metropolitan complex at Dubuque is one of the 
nation's largest urbanized areas not served directly or in close proximity to 
the present interstate system. Its connection to the interstate network at 
Davenport-Rock Island metropolitan area is of vital importance both within and 
beyond the borders of Iowa. That importance is illustrated by the follo\'Jing: 

JULES M. BUSKER 
Sioux City 

- The current Iowa transportation plan, TransPlan '77, includes this 
route within the top functional component of the state highway system. 

- The Federal Highway Administration and the state have signed an agree
ment under Section 139 of Title 23 stating that this route is a logical 
extension or connection to the interstate system and the state has 
pledged that improvements will be made to full interstate standards . 

- The route is presently designated as a Priority Primary Route within 
the top three percent of the Federal Aid Primary System. 

- The route was given special study status in the 1973 Federal Aid 
Highway Act along with other key national sections on the Federal 
Aid Primary System. 

- Because of its strategic location with respect to the parallel Mississippi 
Waterway , this route has been submitted to the Department of Defense for 
designation as part of the National Defense Strategic Highway Network. 

BARBARA DUNN 
Des Moi nes 

DONALD K. GARDNER 
Cedar Rapids 

COMMISSIO NERS 

WILLIAM F. McGRATH ROBERT A. RI G LER 
Melrose New Hampton 

L. STANLEY SCHOELERMAN 
Spencer 

ALLAN THOMS 
Dubuque 
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With respect to the 14;3 mile first priority section between Interstate 80 and 
US 30, the entire segment is now being designed. Federal location approval has 
been received as well as design approval on the southerly 4 miles, 

Supporting information is included in the material enclosed supplemented by 
basic data and analytical reports on file with the Iowa Department of Transpor
tation and Federal Highway Administration. 

The Iowa Transportation Commission again urges your favorable consideration of 
this request. 

ffi~~/ 
R. L. Kassel·......--~/ 
Director 

RLK:mkf 

cc: Karl Bowers 
Acting Federal Highway Administrator 

The Honorable John Culver 
United States Senator 

The Honorable Dick Clark 
United States Senator 

The Honorable Michael Blouin 
United States Representative 

The Honorable James A. Leach 
United States Representative 
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U .S . DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 

WASHINGTON, D .C . 20590 

1978 
OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR 

Mr. Raymond L. Kassel 
State Director 

AUG 1 

IN REPLY REFER TO : 

HHP-14 

THROUGH: f)~ ~ 
Mr. John ~Ke~ 
Regional Federal Highway 

Administrator 
ssouri 

Iowa Department of Transportation 
State Capitol 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 Ames, Iowa 

Dear Mr. Kassel: 

is in response to your memorandum of J\lli6 ,z~-t ,o I.owa l>~'V,:~ion 
• ·, ,~ :,·J.l ~ :A. ~·~ .. ~~;_ Pl.:. oaed .. ac:1.~tion,ct:o 

· . e·,. Sp.tee of" ,a ·1~mile s-ection···o~ '61' .. ·¥-t.om ·· 
Da.'Wtm!i4iii . .itd:i'.~b~•-• !~'!. We also note t "· .:.. . ~~ -~ ;~:~"t-,,
pr-i«~{}~~•~-~ ;-~.&~·.14.,~l.e: l!l6.-ntt -of.'. .-the · ~ed 
ad,ai,•ion ,frn-_ t-80 north ·to U.S. 'Route· 30. 

At the present time, we do . not, have suf f .icie~ Interstate mileage 
to accOlalOdate your re.quest. Although a small amount of 
additional Interstate mileage may become available, we do not 
anticipate that such mileage would ever be sufficient for 
designation of a route from Davenport to Dubuque. 

We will hold your request for later consideration. You should be 
aware, however, that our present policy is to g~ve priority 
consideration for route additions of less than 10 miles in length. 

Sincerely yours, 

For 

If (l -f ~ Jl_..t,~~__,,, L{ 
H. A. YWcfbe~ 
Karl S. Bowers 
Acting Federal Highway Adm~ istrator 



JIM LEACH ' 
hT 01tiTRICT, I O WA 

C O MMITTE ES : 

BANKING , F I NANCE ANO URBAN AFFAIRS 

POST OFFICE ANO C IVIL S E HVIC E 

Olongrrss of tllc ~luitrl't ~tatrs 

Mr. Raymond L. Kassel 
Director 

~ousr of ~{rprrsmh1ti\.1rs 

~htsltington, ~.QI. 20515 

October 27, 1978 

Iowa Department of Transportation 
State Capitol 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 

Dear Ray: 

Following communication with Gus Anderson of your staff, I. wrote 
>to· S:ec.~e:ta.ry. ,'M~s of the Department of Transportatlon, urging him 
to award any unallocated Interstate mileage to Iowa for the Interstate 
system extension from I-80 at Davenport to U.S. 30 in Dubuque. 

I was initially informed that a total of four miles had been returned 
for reallocation and I was hopeful Iowa would be given priority considera
tion in the final decision to award that additional mileage. However, 
on October 24, 1978, the staff at the Federal Highway Administration 
informed me that the mileage had been reallocated to the State of Mary
land and that no additional mileage was available at this time. 

To date, the President has not yet signed the Surface Transportation 
Assistance Act of 1978, so the prohibition against reallocation is not 
yet law. However, it does appear that prospects for any new mileage at 
this stage are very dim. 

I have taken the liberty to enclose a copy of the October 14, 1978, 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD (Part II) in which is printed the final conference 
version of H.R. 11.733. I am sure you are aware, too, that the Congress 
approved S. 2981 (H.R. 11979) in the final closing hours of the 95th 
Congress. I supported both measures and am pleased that they were approved 
before Congress adjourned. 

Aga in, I have appreciated your communication on transportation matters of 
special importance to Iowa and look forward to continued contact with you 
on these and other issues of significance to the State. Please feel free 

.OFFICES: . 

~ 1724 LoNGWOftTH HOUSE OFP'ICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, 0.C . 20515 

• <wz) _uis.6,76 
210 JEFFERSON 

Bu111LINOTON, lowA !12601 
(319) 752-4584 

131 EAST 4'TH 5TftEET 

0AVD<l"OftT, IOWA 112801 
(3111) 3211-1841 

400 SOUTH CLll'ITOH 

IOWA CITY, IOWA IIU40 
(llll) 3'1--0062 
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Mr. Kassel 
October 27, 1978 

to get in touch with me whenever I may be of any assistance to you 
or your Department. 

JL:cs 
Enclosure 

Member Congress 
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