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INTRODUCTION 

~his nreliminary ren ort of the Recr eation and Co mmunity Faci
l iti es Committee necessarily pres ents fragmenta r y and incomplete 
finc1.ine;s . It 1s no~,.r clearly appar en t that t he final 1950 renort 
of the Com::; i ttee will fall far short of adeq_uacy. But, significantly , 
the Committee feels tha t t he very inadeq_uac:, provides t he strongest 
s timulus to increased and improved r ecreation in Iowa in the ;-ears 
ahead. 

Eff orts to gather facts about recreat ion p rograms in Io•.•ra un
cover four fundamental problems: 

1. There is no official State Depart ment in Recreation a s t here 
a r e i n Health, :2ducation and Welfare, to accumula te state wide data 
on servi c es and :'l. eea_s, to provide i nformation and con sul t a t ion s er
vices , to a ssist in dev elo:r, i ng coordinat ion of services 1i•i thin and 
beb•een communiti es. 

2. Trained r ecreat ion leaa.ersh ip i s lack i ng in !!lost comrnuni ti es 
so t hat e::v- isting nrograms are the hi ghly variea_, independent devel op
ments of civic volunt eer g roups organiz ed primarily for other t han 
recreation purposes. 

3. Exi sting nubl ic and private r ecrea t ion a gencies in Iowa a re 
in t he r.1ain , town or city organizations, functioning independently 
without adequat e facilities for effectively coora_inating their ser
vices. 

4. Fifty-nine ~erc ent of Iowa people live in the onen country 
or in towns of les s than 1000, and an additional 5 percent in towns 
of less t han 10,000. This d_ispersement of p opulat ion makes adeq_uate 
orp;an izat ion for ancl support of good r ecr eation :progr am s difficult. 

In view of these ext ensive limitations, finclings in t he area 
of community facilities a r € too lir.: it ed to b e includt::d i n t he re
port i·•hich will l ar gely d eal wi th r ecreation. It ems of the r eport 
are: 

1. Definition of ~ecr eation. 

2 . I mportance of Recree.tion onnortunities for children and 
youth. 

3 . Existing Recreat ion ~rograms in Iowa, 

4 . Per Canita costs of Recreation. 

5 . Study of Iowa ' s :oo:;iulation. 

6. Op inion s on Re cr eat ion. 

7. Co nclusions. 

8 . Recommencl.ations for act ion ne eded to increase and i mprove 
r ecreat ion. 
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DEFINITIONS AN.D IMPORTANCE OF RECREATI ON 

Recreation may be def ined most sim-,,ly and compr ehensively a s 
le i sure time activity tha t g ives hanpiness. Those leisure time ::,ur
suits that do not g ive r eal happine ss are by defin i t ion excluded. 
Re,c r ea ti on includes passive , social, mental, phys ical activities 
varying from simple enjoyment of nature to highly skilled and 
energ etic athletics. It includes spectator enjoyment, crafts, 
hobbies, Quiet and active games ruid s~orts, singing , r eadin~, drama, 
convEl!rsation, dancing , camp ing , hiking, hunting , fishi ng-in fact 
al l the t h ing s that :oeopl e , young and old, c. o, singly or in groups, 
f or fun. 

:2ecr ea tion values are univ ersally r E: cognized and utilizea. i n 
t he home in the d ev elopm ent of babies and little ch ildren. :But it 
is not so generally r ecogni z ed t hat t hese developmental values of 
r ecreat ion continue undiminished through all of life and are par
ticul a r ly u seful in periods of change and stress. I n childhood 
ana. youth , the period of constant change and stress, r ecrea tion is 
nn elemental nec es sity. A child in the v ery business of growing 
is J.ear n ing new facts, meeting new situations, es t ablishing his in
dividual natt erns of life and social adjustm ent. Recreation 1s con
tribution to indivicl.ual .r;,; rowth and social adjustment can be only 
su;Zgestet't i n t hi s re1)ort. 

Security is the soil of growth. As we are haym~r , we fe el se
cure. Game s and pl ay that g ive happiness al so create security . 
Self-confidence and skill gro w with achievement, however slight, in 
D.!lY recreation act ivity. Ana. skill and self-confi cl.ence a r e vital 
:ner sonal i ty f a ctors needed in succ essful living , Playing wi t h others 
c7.evel o1,s group a dn'YJtations--sharing, a cc ep t anc e of rules , carry i ng 
of re s:rio nsibility, t ecITT work , l eader ship, recognition of common 
coal s. All these patt er ns , learned in play, measure a man 1 s social 
dev elo~,ment. Truly, r ecreat ion builds the individual and social 
:nersonal ity. In aa.dition, r0cr t'a tion has on e signal advantage ov er 
al l ot her met hods of d ev f:l or,ment-ch ildren and youth \•rant ftm, ana. 
learning while nlaying is not resisted. 

Other committee s of t he Iowa Commission on Children and Youth 
c a.11 attention to the rec r eation needs of special groups, with 
ada:pt ea. :nrograms and especially trained 1 eadershi p . The cMl cl.r en 
who are handica:9ped. ph_vsically or r.1entally so that they cannot parti
cipat e successfully wi th normal children are b eginning to r ec e ive 
special con s ider a tion. Needs of childr en and youth in institutions 
ar e b eing mat more adeQuat ely th.an a decade ago. Troop groups, camp
i n g and hiki ng , recr eation airectors, all play an important role in 
the normal d ev flopm ent of dependent children in i ns titutions. 

EXISTING RECREATION RESOURCES 

Iowa has many good recreation programs, vari ed a nd. sound. ~lhile 
p resent r e-,,orts are not wholly complet e , t hey p rovide the general 
p icture of Iowa services. 
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MIDHCIPAL R.::CREATION. Sixteen cities have established, y ear
round city recreation departments~ Serving all ages in all ty-pes 
of programs--playgrounds, skating, coasting , baseball, crafts, games, 
hobbi es, dancing, swimming, etc~, these departments are the back
bone of any community 's recreationc. 

:SXT3NSION SERVICE, IOWA STAT~l,_COLLEGE., Working largely through 
the County :Extension personnel, the Extension Service of Iowa State 
College p rovides recreation, guidance and service to the rural areas 
of Iowas 99 counties. This service provides games, camping, social 
recreation, music, crafts, hobbies~ 

YOUTH GROUPS: Boy Scouts, Oamp Fire Girls, Girl Scouts, 4-H and 
R, Y .P, 1 Clubs, are active throughout the State. .All organizations serve 
chilc1ren and youth through or gun iz ing and supervising young people u ith 
their adult volunteer leaders. Activities are decided by the group, 
ancl r ang e from pl ay to civic s ervice. Camping is an important part 
of these programs. 

BOY SCOUTS OF _,u :c-~ICA serve boys 8 - 21 years. All 99 cow1ties 
receive service from one of the 13 Boy Scout offices. 

C.AHP PI ?.:S GIRLS serve girls 7 - 18 years. Through their Council 
structure, 28 counties are served and lone troops function in 22 
al.c1.i tional towns. 

GI:illi SCOUTS. I NC. aerve girls 7 - 18 years~ They have Council 
offices in 10 towns; lone Troops function in 185 additional towns, 

4,...~ and R,Y.Pt Clubs serve 45,000 rural boys and girls, 10 - 21 
years t hrough 2500 local 4-H Clubs supervised by 5,000 volunteer 
leaders. 4,000 young men and women, 18 - 30 years are served by 76 
County R. Y .P. Clu·b-a,.:;xtension Service of Iowa State College sp onsors 
:prograa with U.S. Depa rtment of Agriculture, County Farm Bureaus 
cooperating. 

C3£TTRAL ASSOCIATIOllTS: Young Men's Christian Associations and 
Young 1!omen I s Christian Associations provide a sports,. fun, skills, 
camping, coed, civic service, religious program for boys, girls, youth, 
and young men and women. 

YOlnTG NEN 1 S CHRISTI.AN ASSOCIATIONS s e rve boys from 9 to 17; young 
men from 18 to 30, men of all ages. Aisociations are established in 19 
to'"ms. In addition, through three Y .J.1. C.A. regional staff members, 
Y.i-1. C.A iii gh School programs are functioning throughout the State. 

YOUF G WOMEN 1S CHRISTI.Al! ASSOCIATIONS furnish teen age girls and 
young women year round programs and girls from ei :-;ht years up sum
mer camping programs. Associations are established in 17 counties 
and in addition the Iowa District Y. W, C.A. is giving service to Y
Teen }) rograms in 58 Iowa towns. 

S{JTTLEFElTT OR CQI,,frlf(JNITY HOUStS provicl.e all types of recreation 
ancl gr oup , ork programs to all 9-ges in their particular neighborhoods. 
Seventeen centers are operating in six towns. In addition to these 
strongly established centers,.§.§ houses ar e in opera tion throughout 
the St a te. (a) lfany of these centers came into existence during 
Uorld War II as Youth Cent ers, In a 1944 survey, 313 such centers 
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were operating or being 11lan11ed. (b) Unfortunat ely many centers 
\-1ere short-lived f or without guidance of trained recr c:ation p er
sonn el, the enthusiasm of youth and sincere interes t of older c i ti
z ens did no t b ecome t eam work. 

PROGRAI:S tJNJ)ER ~7LHr.l:.QUS AU'?i'.!.9.,#§.: 
of America , Churches. 

SALVATION A."qHY co:qps OJ1erate recreA-t ion :pro gr erns incluc.in t~ 
o..t hlet ic s , crafts, cl.ramas, music, camp i ng , uar ticularly for c h ilcl.ren 
clll d t een ag ers. Twenty-one such c en t ers function in 19 101.rra towns. 

VOLUHTi:-E~S OF Ah ERICA spon so r club groups aud instructiom'..:i. 
cl a sses f or chil c,.r en. On e c enter is opera t ing i n Des Ho i nes. 

CHURCHES: Reports of church r ecrea tion activities ar e wholly 
in;,.cl.eo_ua te. :Ext enc'1.ed study of the extent and r ang e of t hese ser vices 
is t h e r esponsibility and c hallenge of t he Committ ee . It is known 
t ha t rmc h of s r:1all communi t ~, recreat ion cent ers in the Church ru1cl. 
t h is 11icture of IO\•ra recreat ion is gro ssly i ncomplet e without i nfo r
mation as to t he number and charac t er of these services. 

PRIVATF, NIDJIC IPAL J:<i:'CR3Jl..~IOH PROGRAES: In addition to the 
es t a.bl ished 1-'.unicipal dena rtment s, survey of 38 counties, 58 tO\•ms 
reporting , r eveRls tha t 51 towns have Vl'llunt a ry community r ecrea tion 
p rogr pm s ana. 7 t owns hav e no urogram. ( c) F :iurt e E'n of the pro c r arns 
are ? ea r-rouna. and 37 onl y p rovide summer r ecrea tion. The li s t of 
a ::.:encies an d. group s spon soring these a c tiviti es is significa..'1t. 
Tw en ty c1.iff er ent ST)Onso ring group s wer e named: Schools 21; Comraer
c ial Club 9; City CouncilS, American Legion 7; Lions Club 4; Y. i :.C.A. 
11: ; Chamb er of Commerce 3; Community Chest 3; Civic Comr.i itt ee 2 ; Pc,rk 
Board 2 ; ~ ecreat i on :B oard 2 ; Youth Comr:J i tt ee 2; Churches 1; Coor
a.ina ting Council 1; Fire Department 1; Playg r ound Committee 1; Re
crea tion Club l; Ser v ic e Club l ; V.F.11. l; 1!omen 1 s Club 1. Al1a. of 
even mor e s i gnifica nce, is t he evidence of coll1r:luni t ~r coordination 
g i ven in sponsors hip. Twenty-six progr ams wer e sponsored by ,::i_ 

single group; 12 by 2 diff e r ent groups; 5 by 3 groups a nd 2 lJ~- •1 
g r oup s . The commun iti es that a r e receiving part support from t ax 
n on e~; 2.r e clearly moving aheacl to city r ecreati on p ro gr ams . 

C.AMPING is a vit al part of Iowa1 s r ecre~tion , g iving camper s 
t ?le uni que eXPeri ence of really living to gether ~4 hours-democracy 
in a c t ion. In a 1949 survey of Iowa c amps, it WRS found tha t 175 
differ ent c amps provi d.ec1 627 weeks of c amy.i ing to 60,817 Iowans. 
I n aclcl.i tion, ?.9 Sta t e- own ed. :oarks provi de 17 t ent and tra il er c amp
i ng spots a nd 10 over night c abins . 

FACILITI ~S FOR RECRFtA,TION 

SCHOOLS p rovide n l aygrounds, eq_uipment, ·ner sonn el, evening 
use of sc hl'l ol build.ings. Sc h()Ol buss es may b e usecl for carr y i ng 
pup ils to swimming pools. Husic, forum s, a.r amatics, at hl etics a r e 



integral p arts of the educ a tiona l program. As a c ommunity looks 
towa ra. beginning or expanding it s r ecreat ion p.rogr arn the schoo l is 
a Drimary local assis t anc e resourc e .(d) 

?A..'tKS. Loca l and State Parks a re another vi t al r esourc e in 
r ecrea tion. Information has not ye t b een compil ed on loc a l jm r k s. 
But Ioua has 103 St a t e par k s, res erv es, monuments, r ecreation a r eas , 
covering 37,767 acre s . Ther e are 80 natural l akes , 19 arti fi cia l 
l o,kes i n the se nar ks ; 21 par k s are on major streams . The parks a r e 
loca ted in 54 of Iowa 's · 99 counties and a r e easily a cc essibl e 
to all r es ident s . The aver age d istance is ?.5 mil es , maxi mum 50 miles . 
All JJarks have shelt er buil dings and. 19 lodg es a r e available fo r :)ub
li c use of parti es , a nd. socia l gatherings . Pa r ks hav e p icnic t abl es , 
f ireyilac e s, wat er supply, 100 miles of foot tra ils, 110 mil es auto 
roads . T~,renty-one yiRr ks hav e conc essio ns onerating boa t renk,ls, 
batDing beaches, r efr eshments.(d) 

STATE CONSERVATION COMNISSIOJi. Fishing ru1a. hunting p rovi r'l.e 
muc h far:1ily and yr)Uth r ecreat ion. I owa has 100 a r eas c overing 100, 
000 acres but fina.s t his a creage ina d e q_uate . The commission uain
tr,.ins a s t eady soil 0no. uil cl life c onser vation yirogr eJ!J . (d) 

STATE TR..t,,~L DTG LIB~. Two hund r ea. nine t ~, thousa nd books 
were circulat ed in 1948 . Four t housand one hundr ed and thi r t y of 
t he i ,1cUviduals serv ed haa. no o ther librar? service ava ilabl e . The 
Libra r ,1 provicl.es books on all r ecreation to1J ic s and books just f or 
reaC:.ing happiness-recreat ion . ( a.) · 

LOCAL LIBRARIES. There a r e 361 public librari e s, serv ing 215 
towns ov er 1000 p opulation an.a. 146 towns under 1000 :population . 
The s mall es t t own s erved by a t ax- support ed libra r;y has only sl i c;i1tly 
ov er 100 per sons . Only 38 .8 ·,,erc ent of t he i ncorp ora t ed t o,ms ana. 
cities in Iowa have public l ibra ri es . Only about 55 perc ent of the 
s t ate 1 s p opul a tion live s i n these communities. 

I n addition, there a r e 60 as soci a tion libraries, sp onsored by 
volunt n.ry organiza tions . Elev en of t hes e are in to;ms over 1000 
po11ulo.ti on a nd 49 in small er to1,rms . A 19 50 surv ejf by Women 1 s c l ubs 
r e2:1ort ed on ?1 8 lib r a ri e s, which had nearl~r 2·\ million books. In 
man:r cnmrimnit ies these librari e s serv ed as a meeting plac e f or 
c i1 ildren a nd. yout h to enjoy a r ead i ng perio d or a sto:r,v hour. The 
surve~" al s o showecl tha t ef fo rts are be i ng mnde to i n':.egr a te the 
library wi t h community needs and f aciliti es, mid to ir.inrov e facili
ti es by the use of the Sta t e Trav eling Librar;,r, and "br the exchang e 
of books, magazin es and pamphl ets with surrotn1ding corr,:n\miti es . 

S'l1ATE UlTIVL~SITY OF IOWA . Through its annual summer confer enc e 
on ph:rs ica l ea.uca tion, its annua l one-act :play con t es t, it s Film 
ChautauQuas, t he Univer s ity g iv e s tra ining to recreation l eaders . 
I t g ives much r ec r eation t hrough its broadcasts of sports progr cUil s 
and t hrough its Film Library of 6,000 prints. (d) 
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_IQUA REQ~TION VORKSHOP ASSOCIA'1'ION. The .Association wn.s or
ganizecL in 1944 a t Ft. Docl.ge to provide l eader shi p training sessions 
for volunteer end profe-ssional r ec r eat ion workers in Iowa. The 
war prev en t ed. fur ther Workshops until 1947, but since then two '!Tork
sho1_,s have been held annu ally, the SJ,ring WorJ.,:shop out in t he Sta t e , 
t 11e f all one in Df.,s Mo ine s as a most c entral loca tion. The tenth 
1.Tork shop was hel d in September. "Doing recr e.::i. tion 11 is the k eynot e . 
As le2.c'.ers do cra fts, play games , l ead sing ing , wo r k nuzzles, sauare
d.ance themselves, t h ey l earn the r eal " know-how of r 1:-cr eation l ea d.er
s .mp . Attendance has tot o.led 3,324 at t he training courses . One 
hundrea. fifteen cl.iffer ent civic gr oup s and recr ea tion a gencies in 
136 tmms ( 69 counties) have sent t heir workers for tra ining . T:rn 
Associa tion is wholly a volunta r:, one, supportecl by its (;1. 00 nem
b er s hi :9 fee ana. contribut ed services of persons int er es t ecl. in recre;:,_,
t i on . ? eri:,ons at t ending need not be .-\.s so cia tion members.( d) 

GOV:::;RFOP. 1S C01'TF-::R'°lTC:E OH R::SCR-PATION. Sep t ember 29, J.9t:,9 , 
Governor 1'illirun s. Beard sle:r call ed to gether the first Iowa Gover i10r 1 s 
Confer ence on Recreation. The nurp os e of the Confer ence vas to se
cure nor e effective coordination of Iowa 1 s r ec r eation r esources t hat 
t hey E1ight b ett e r serve Iowa1 s people--cons er ve Iowa 1 s human re
sources . The State De-0artment whose work relates to recreation :re-
l)Ortea. on their nrogr&11s in this r egard. The Conserva tion Connision De:part
nent of Public Ins truction, St a te 'l'r:weling Libra ry, Extension 
Service of Universi t;y of Iowa , Extension Servic e of Iowa State Coll ec; e , 
I owa Develoument Coim.1 ission , IowR Aeronautics Commission, r:uniciJ)al 
Recrea tion Departments in Iowa , Iowa Recreation 11or kshop Associa tio:1 
gav e re:rorts. (d) It wa s the first time t h ese representatives hac~. 
ne t to ge t he r and the b enefits of the meeting were so evident tha t 
Gov ernor Bearclsle;-r cP.lled a s econa. Gov er nor 's Confer enc e on Recrea
tion on 9-:?.8-19 50. Th i s ~rear 1 s p ro gr run focusea. on st rengt h eninr; re
c reation in Iowa ancl. brought to g e t her n nan el of rep r esen t at iv es 
from little to1tms, b i g towns , county seat to ·.rns , rura l a r ep,s , who 
d i scussed how t he:r start ed., dev eloped and mai nta ined r ecrea ti on p ro
gr c1.r,1 s in t heir to1ms. 

COST OF RECRE,1.TION 

An? sound consideration of r ecr ea t i on in Iowc1 must eventuall? 
ref er to its costs. Again recreation has signal advan t ages . For 
i n all 1-::inds of r ecreat i on the costs a r e gr eatl y r ectuc ed by the 
many volunteers, men snd women , who hel p C"-rry on the pro gr am , 
getting -l; heir own r ecreation through su1Jervising ~rnu th or t enchi ng 
skills. But volunteers a r e not enough--f rom these en t husia st i c 
wor!rers themselves come s a most urgen t d eJ:1F'.ncl. for the guidance and 
service of full ti r:1 e trained r ec r eat ion staff me:nbers, f or na.eo,uate 
facili ti e s. ancl p ro gr ru:1 supplies. St aff mernbers, ~'1ilnasiums, S\·;imm-
in~ :i::iools, camps, ball s , bats, cost money. Thirty-one citi es through
out the country stud:, t hese cos ts bi enni nlly ancl in analysis of their 
1 9 48 eroenditur es, exclusive of c0sts of parks oper a tions, the nn.t iona.l 
averc',,:; e c ity c os t of r ecrea tion p r og r run wa s founcl. t o be $2. 92 J) er 
c aJ;i t a. There- was grea t variance, Bc,,J.timo r e spend,.i ng S4. 80 ner cop ita 
a:1d. Oklahoma City $1.30. Ho st frequently the cities were expending 



between $:?.,50 and $3.00. Des Mo ines, the only • Iowa city making 
t he study, f ell within t h is group, spending $2.49 p er c ap ita . Of 
t h i s amount, 58¢ comes from t axe s; 76¢ from fees paia_ by people 
using recrea tion servic e s; 31¢ from sales and other a g ency earn
i ngs; 84¢ from Co mmunity Chest and other c ontributions.(e) In the 
ligh t of the nat i onal aver age and De s Moin es' experi ence it is snfe 
to a cc ept $2 .50 ner cap ita as the likely amount needed in any 
community to secure a r easonable :nrogram, How E::v er , it raust be re
co,:;n iz ed t hat thesE, a re only operating c osts ru1a_ cap it ru outlays 
will en t ail more. While t h is $2. 50 per c apita rn.:1y sound l a r ge , 
brol::en a_own into spending mon ey it is 1 ess trum . 5¢ a week, a 
v ery r:1 oa_est ar.ioun t. 

POPULATION STUDY 

The r eal crux of r ecrea tion in Iowa lies in the loca tion of 
Iovra :0eo;1le-the cl.istribution of population in op en c ountry , small 
tovms , citi es, ana_ in the po:nulation by counti e s . The one-third 
of t he p onulation 1 i ving on farms, 919,501 , is bes t servic ed_, for 
Iowa. Sta te Coll eg e :Ext ension St aff Rn d_ County Farm Bureau agents 
p rov i cl.e ext ensive c,nd va ried pro gr 11P.1 s in all counti es. Unq_ues tion
ably all farm :neople a re no t 11,,.rticipating i n t hese programs to 
t h eir great est benefit, but the f aciliti e s ::,,na_ progr,:m a re es t 2..blished. 

~ populntions, big and little do not fare s o well. Yet t wo
t h irc1.s of Iowa ' s normlation , 1, 690,247, live in its 938 big e.n a. 
littl e i ncorpora tea_· t owns.(f) Only 16 of Iown 1 s 23 towns over 10, 
000 hn e municinal p ro gr ams--the basic recreation service . And 
these ow TJro~ra.'!l \. a r e wholly 1 i mi t ed to city jurisdiction. The 
1 69 smcll er towns in the 1 5 coun ti es in which these cities a r e 
l ocri,tec1 n a turally r ec eiv e no ser vices. Boy Scouts function i n 99 
counti8s but do not g ive service in all towns in the count i es--town 
cover o..g e rang i ng from 50 nerc ent to 90 percent. C[\Jllp Fire Girls 
:,rov i c1 e p ro g r am s in ~8 counties but fall short of service to <1.l l 
towns in these counti es. Girl Scouts are a c tive in 9 counti es an c1. 
lone Scout troops are se t up in 802 additionnl towns--about one 
four t h of Iowa 1 s towns. The Y. U.C.A. is active in 53 counties but 
only in 74 towns. The Y. }i. C.A. also functions in a l a r ge number of 
count i es but a limi ted number of toNns. And conrole te Associa tion 
p rogr o..ms a r e limited to 19 towns for t h e Y. H.C.A., 17 for t he Y. i'r.C . A. 
Ei ghty-three Community Centers serve onl~r 71 t owns, l e ss t hen 8 ~,)er
c ent oft.he total towns in Iowa. Twenty-four Salvation Army Centers 
a r e lir,1i t ed to ?.l toi.,ms. Priva t ely supp orted Munici:oal rec reat ion 
,,rogr am s a re available only in 51 towns in 38 counti e s and t hree 
~uar t ers of these progr cUlls function only in t he summer months . 

The foregoin g fi 5ures a r e b ased on too small returns to be 
nccura te. Al t hou gh total r eports will smoot h out some figures, t he 
generoJ. :i) icture will no t be too grea tly chMged.. A s tudy of 67 town s 
r rmging in popula tion f r om 215 to 176,954, still too incomplete for 
re11orting, s hows scant r ecreation in to\,ms b elow 1000 population. 
Serv ic es begin to D.:!)pear in town s of 5 , 000 or over. This is no t sur
•)rising, but it is of vital import anc e . For 717 Iowa tovms, 76 per
c ent of nll the towns in Iowa, are under 1000 p onulation, and about 
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11 :9ercent of Iowa1 s population 277, ?,44 -people live in t hese towns, 
approxinw.tely 58,000 of them children 1'1.nd youth "between 9 and 21 
yeD.rs. ( f) Figurecl as a part of small town p opulat ion these ch ilcl.ren 
cl.o no t stand out, but add.ed to ge t her, they appear as a vit a l s ector 
of Iowa1 s fu ture citiz enry. When it is noted that M other 172 towns 
wi t h :nopulation of 252,045, some 53,000 b etween 9 nnd 21 years, are 
uncl.er 5 ,000, Iowa 1 s need. for recreation services is self-evia.ent. 

In all, approximately 111,000 childr en apd youth, 9-21 years, 
20 percent of all this age group in Iowa , are growing up in towns 
unc7.er 5 ,000 with little organized r ecrention. Since p rop er recrea
tion is rui ess entia l element in develop□ ent of healthy personality 
t his l a ck mus t b e overcome. The remain ing 49 towns of 5 ,000 or over 
popul a tion , have a total popul a tion of 1,060,867 or 40.6 of the State 
total. As population int ervals rise, services i ncrease but there 
is evia.ence that greater coordination of services is neea.ea. ana. that 
r.i.any c hildr en are not being servec1. Intensive analysis must ·b e com
l)l etecl. b efore a ccurate statements c an be macte on the needs of these 
to1-ms . In brief, a gener al revi ew of popula tion groups in re1c..tion 
to recrea tion services shows cle.'.'l.rly tha t Iowa 1 s small towns r,.re 
the area s th.qt need nrii:1ary considerr.1.t ion and a ction. 

Before leav i ng the QUestion of p opul a tion, a particular pro
bl em needs to be no tea .• The r ecommendecl fi t;,'11re of $2.50 ner Ca1) ita 
would only raise $?.500 i n a communi ty of 1,000, $750 in ;:i,- town of 
300. Ev en towns of 5,000 could raise only 1~12 , 500 . These a r e sr.1all 
sur:1s to :;:irovide tra ined recreation -personnel and other p rogrm1 co sts. 
Probably few sm.s.11 communities c an be urg ed now to em-ploy a full tir.i. e 
trainef. ,,orker. Possibly c ounty r ecreat ion units might in t he fu.tur e 
offer some solution but t his natt ern will grow slowly. The i mr,1ecl.iate 
possibl e me t ho d for a large number of small communities to secure 
needed recreation services at little cost is t hrough volunt eer or 
unt r a ined i-,o rkers I dir ec tion of the locnl p rogr run under the gu idanc e 
an cl_ help of a State Recre c1.tion Dff11Rrtment. 

OPI::tHOM SURV:EYS ON RECREATION 

That Iowa yieople, youth and adults, a re aware of Iowa 1 s r ecrea
tion needs is evidenced by opinionnaires and surv eys. 

The Youth Onin ionnaire, answered by youth from 16 to 21 year s 
of ag e and a few from 21 t o 25 ~,ears, in various c roups t hroup.;hout 
the state cl.uring the sUEJrn er of 1950, has b een t abula t ed on 81 6 re
t urns , 619 of which ma.de s ome statement about r ecreation lnck s in 
the hone comrnuni ties in answer to the quest ion: "Wha t recrea tion 
f aciliti es have you found lacking in y our community?" App r oxir:mtely 
73 percen t of t he boys and. 79 perc ent of t he girls men tioned some 
C_efin it e needs , ana. about 13 ;iercent of the boys and 9 _ l'Jerc ent 
of the g irls stat ed t hat nothing was neea.ed . The b nl anc e a.icl. no t 
2nswer the quest ion. Significru1 tly, the schedules from farm youth 
onc1 t hose in r ecrention n.ssociation clubs indic[\t ed a small er ::::i er
c ent of needs than dicl other groups in all but the l a r gest cities. 

Less than one-fifth of the youth from cities ov er 1 5 ,000 popu
l a tion indica t ed any recreational lacks, roi.d mos t of those were 



-9-

co nc erned mainly with a cc essibility of t he existing faciliti es to 
t h eir i mm edia te neighborhood, and wanting a larger numb er o f r&
s ourc es. A f ew had i ncliv idual i n t erests which t hey c ould no t sa tisfy, 
as f or wr estling 2nd boxing, golf, horseba ck-ricl.ing . 

About 37 p ercent of all tho recreat ionr-i.l n e ecls mentioned a:ppenrec1. 
on about on e- f ourth of t he schedul es, t hose fro m t own ~ of 500 to 
:\500 :oo:pul a tion. The rural schedul es , nbout 18 perc en t of the 
to t al, a ccount ed for one-fifth of t he mentions of ne eds. The 375 
s c l1eclules from co mmuniti es under 2,500 included only 13 s t atement s 
thnt no t hing was needed. 

Th e most commo nly mention ed need was fo r a p l a c e wher e young 
:'_)eo11l e cnn ga ther to have sor.1e fun, wher e t hey c a.n hav e a vari ea. 
j)rogr am of a ctivity , hobb i es, n.nd learning s ome t h i ng useful. S:wenty
ei ght perc ent askecl.. for such f acilitie s. Enny sa id t hey want ect t o 

}Jl ny po ol where li q_u or wtcs no t sold and \v'here the;r woula. have whole
sor1e sur rounding s . The s econd choice was fo r swimm ing pools or 
suiri1ming instructions; next, plE.lygrounds, 3x1-r ks , nnd organiz ecl. out
c-:.oor activities; t hen b owling and t ennis, danc e s a nd danc e halls 
c7.esigirnd to me et the needs of mino rs. 

Th e opinion of youth tha t r ecr eation of a con struc t ive sort, 
,,ri t h l ec1,cl.er shi-p to or~nniz e it is need.ed , is forc ef ully indica tea. 
03' the fact t h;,t r ecrea tion r a t ed n ea r the top as a major tra i n i n ,c: 
~ in s r:iall com□uniti e s , particularl y t he s e from 500 to 2 , 500 
l)ODulntion. The educa ti on q_uestion wa s "1'That kinds of training 
t h 2,t ;,rou would like t o have a r e l a ck ing in your community? " 
Sriml l town youth s a id it was club experi enc e with lend er ship; some 
rnenti rm ed they woula. like to ha ve the k i nd of tr c-1, ining that L_m, 
Scouts, "Y" groun s, futur e Farl"'l ers, etc., g et. Others s a id they 
~, ould. like t o l earn h0w to wo r k i,, i th gr oups of young children as 
i n l')ar k s and on the pl aygrouna.s. Such it em s a s personality tra in
i n g , social gr ace and poi se, personru. culture, advice on p robl ems 
of cl.a ting a nd boy-girl rel a tion sh i ps, deba ting , d.ramatic experi ence, 
public speaking, appeared a ntmb er of t ime s. Som e out-o f -school 
youth said that t he only r ecreat i on f acilities in their small towns 
were a t t he public school from which they wer e ba rred. Others still 
L1 school po inted out the limita ti on of faciliti es in small s c hools. 
Girls s a id they wan t ed a nlac e t o get to get her 2.nd t a l k t hdr p ro
bl rns over with others. 

An example of the need for tra ining in s ocial eXJ)erienc e tm.s 
r e11ort ec1 from a small college, which draws mru1y stud.ents frori sriw.11 
comrmni ties, who hav e to earn their way . A ma ture vroman who re
t u r ned. fo r a de. i tional educa ti0n vra s a sked by n. gr oup of young stu
clents t o g ive t hem some help with socia l probl ems. They met a t her 
apartmen t t o cl. iscuss probl em s of da ting , g iving parti es , socfrJ. 
manners in gen eral, and t hey ent ert a ined under h er su-p er v ision . 
Th is i nformal club was v ery popular , \,ri th both men and women. 

Answers i ndica t e t hat s om e youth beli ev e t he churche s of t heir 
cor:munity a.o not unc1er s t e..nd t he ir a.es ire fo r 11 gooa_ clean fun", or 
t hnt nd.ul ts a re no t conc ern ea. ab-out r e ,,reat ion l a cks, whic h s or:ie 
youths_ t h ink f orces them into undes irRble p l ac es or t o go to other 
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towns for recr eation. Some ;youths s a ia. t hat created a "fast cl.riv
ing p roblem". One g irl s a id, "Rec reation do es • no t r ank hi gh in c, 
l ot ~f citizens 1:1inds·1•~ or, "There is no p l a ce t o r.1eet for r ecr ea
ti on a ncl the older people of the town do not back r ecreation". 

A comment f r om a young man living in a city ,_,r i t h a recreo..tion 
~:i ro gr orn au tly describes it s v al ues t 0 hi ;;1 : 11 i'le h ave excellent 
f a ciliti e s i n our city; t hey have fac ilities f o r swi mming , gol f
i ng , tennis , b a s eball, footb all, and they have a recreat i on c en
ter i1here you can 1 earn useful hobbies. 11 And a g irl froM a sm~'.l l er 
toFn snid: "They have r oll er skating , but some of us would r nther 
s1-rim. 11 

1.!her e youths sp end the ir l e isure tine suppn rts their in0.ica tinn 
t ho,t in s FJal l er c ommunities t he:,· cl.o not have a cc ess to a plarE1eo. 
11roc r or.1 of i n t erest t o them. On e hundr ed and t went y-fivE boys o.na. 
1 5 girls s a id they s~ent a maj or portion of t heir f r ee time in 
t averns nnd pool hal ls, 1:Joth illegP1 Dln.c es fo r the age gr oup which 
was t he sub j ect of t h is surv ey . Onl y 34 b oys nnd one g i rl lbred i n 
citi es ov er 1 5 , 000 uopulation. Eight y-thr ee bo?s and 95 girl s re
p ortecl. s::-iending a majn r por tion o f t he ir time on t he s tr ee t or ri c!.
i ng a r 01.mcl. with pals ; of these , only 38 bo?s Mc1. 7 g irls ver e from 
cit i es of the first cla ss. ~he l a ck 0f constructive r ecr eational 
outlets fn r out-of-schoo l y outh is al so apnar ent. Of 84 :•nuth , '2:5 
bo:rs :,na. 39 g irls, who r epo rt ed the~, ,,,er e no l onger a tt ena.i ng s c hool, 
?l bo3fs and three g irls st a t ed they f r eq_u ented t averns and pool lmll s 
.m cl. 2 :? boys and 1 0 girls spent t heir tine in the undefined ac t ivity 
of s tree t corner visiting and c a r riding , ,'lo st of t h em from sr:1211 er 
c onmun iti e s. J\Tine of 1 5 g irls a.."ld €15 of t he boys who c hose te.verns 
ana. p0ol halls were in the d elinquen t g r oup. 

~-Jomen ' s Clubs Survev : ~ enorts from 94 c oun ties showed scme 82 
yout h c enters wer e in op er a tion , 31 though now wi thout difficulti es . 
A nurnoer had b een abrui. d.rmed, some of the r easons g iven being : l a ck 
of i n t eres t, I n.ck nf l eaclers, unsup er v is ea. rowcl.y b ehavior, s tc. 
Ther e W.'.'.S c onsiderable evicl.ence of v,;lunt eer efforts to provi a.e nor e 
a ci.ea_uate f a ciliti es fo r ~rnung tie0ple . The r e:rio rts were 9 t o 1 in 
favn r nf snme t ype nf r ecrea tirmal facilities for t he c ommuniti es . 
Pa r ks :-i,ncl. nicnic gr ounds ,.,,,er e more avail n,bl e th2.11 swi ml:l ing pool s, 
tennis c 0u rts, suner v is ed play space, a rt and cra f t i-1or kshops . Th e 
rel a t i on ship bet1,reen vari ed and guided r ecrea tionf-',l p rog r run s ruio. 
successful adjus t ment of young peop l e WA.S stressecl. by many i n t his 
surve~· . Ina de q_u a t e r ecreat i on faciliti es ruid sunervis ed progrCI!ls 
wer e n cn tion ed n s c oniitions f0 stering delinquency . 

SUMKARY 

I n conclusion , this r enort find.s tha t: 

1. Towns b el ow 5 , 000 ])Opul a ti on have g r eat difficulty in se
curing adeaua t e r ec reat i on servic es ; 

?, . Ninety-four and seven t y-six hundr ec1.t hs per c en t of Im•ra t owns , 
889, ha;v e l es s thml 5 ,000 p onul a tion; 



3. ~wenty nercent of Iowa's people and of Iowa1 s youth live 
in these towns; 

4. I owa's greatest recreation needs exist in t h ese small towns; 

5. Trained recrea tion lea d ershi-p which can assist volunteer 
workers in t he se communities is the outstonding l a ck tha t 
rmst oe remea_ied; 

6. Uhile the Iowa Recreation Workshop Ass ncintion 11nd t he 
Governor's Cnnferences on Recr eation he.v e b een the l:I O s t en
couraging a_ev elopments in the ")as t five :,rears in t he tr:::. in
ing of volunteer leaders in these small c ommunities, these 
volunteer efforts connot meet Iowa's needs, 

RECOMHENDATIONS 

Therefore, the Ctmrai ttee on Comrmni ty Facilities and Recr eation 
r ecor1r,1 ends thD.t: 

I.~ Iowa creRte an official St a te Recre9., tion Bo::i.rd a s a se-
parate governmental depa rtment to : 

1. Serve c1.s a clea ring house f or r ecrPation, ,c;Rthering 
idea s and exneriences fro r1 a ll possiole sources anc:. 
ci.issemina ting theF1 to int er e stea. L 1dividuals; 

2. Provide tra in ed personn el to assist comrmni ti e s 1;,i th 
recreati on surveys; 

3 . Prrwia_e rm t he snot a ssistance in getting a r ecr er.,
tion n ro gr ru1 stn.rted; 

4 . Assist com!"luni ties in securing more ef f ective u se of 
existing r ecreation f aciliti e s; 

5. Furnish n,clvic e on specific progr m:1s or probl e..r:rn 
through c orresJJondence or con sul t .::i.tion; 

6. Puolish a Recrention Bulletin exol a ining recr eation 
progr.'.lms, activiti es, a na_ instructing l eaa_ers in 
the plann ine of such 8.ctivities; 

7. Co operat e ,,.,ith all State Dep a rtr1 ents, Ce:r1mis sinns 
and. ")riva te agenci es tha t !:lay oe cl.ir ectly or i nc:.ir ectly 
c onnect ed with r ecreation. 

II;;. The Iowa Recrention Workshop Association, including all 
puolic nn a. y>riva te recrea tion regencies ana. civic ruid St[',,te 
groups interest ~d in recreation, ex t end its leader tra ining 
p r ogr ams a nd its coordinating ef f orts in the fiela_ of r s
cr eation, 

III. ~he Committee on Recreation a ncl Community Facilities in 
conjunction with the Iowa Recrea tion Workshop Association 
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continue its study of Iova1 s recr eation services and. 
needs in order to secure a compl ete• picture. 

( 11) Repnrt of Survey of Iowa Fec1eration of 1'lomen1 s Clubs, . 9-50., 

(b) Group Work and Recreat ion Committ ee Surv ey, Iowa Welfar e 
Association 4-44. 

(c) Survey of Iowa Municipal Recreation Executives Associn-
tion 6-50. 

(d) Governor's Conf erenc e on Recreation, 9-29-50. 

( e) Expenditures for Community Heal th cnc1 '!:Tel f a re, 31 Urban 
Areas, 1948 , Commun ity Ches ts a nd Councils of America , 
Inc. 

( f ) Prel iminar;y Report 1950 Census, Depart□en t of Vi t c)l 
Sta tistics, Iowa St a te Heal th Depa rtment • . 



COIDFl'Y 
Bla ckhawk 

Cerro Gorcl.o 
Clinton 
Dubuque 
Hamilton 
Johnson 
Linn 

COUNTY 
Appanoos e 

Buena Vi s t a 
Butl er 

Carroll 
Cherokee 

Clay 
Deca tur 
De s ?:o i n es 

Dick i nson 

Floyd 

Frankl in 

Grundy 
Hara.in 
Henr y 

I cl.a 

L ee 

Lyon 

Ifonona 
Monro e 
Muscat i ne 
0 1Bri en 

Osceol a 

TABLE I 
IOWA MUliTICIPAL RECREA.T!ON DEPARTMENTS 

~ COUN1'Y TOWN 
Cedar Falls ~1arshall Marshall town 
Wat erloo Polk Des Hoines 
Mason City Pottawattomi e Cow1cil Bluffs 
Clinton Scott Dav enpor t 
Dubuq).l.e Story Ames 
Webster City Wapello Ottumwa 
Iowa City Webst er Ft. Do cl.[;e 
Cea.ar Rap ids Woodbury Sioux City 

TABLE lI 
PRIVATE MUNICIPAL RECREATION PROGRAMS IN IOWA 

TO,~T PROGRAM SPONSOR 
Cent erville Recreation Activities Lions Club,Community Chest 

most of year 
Storm Lake Year Round 1 P.lcygraund Civic Co mm . ,Pa rk Bo a rd. 
Par ker sburg Summer Playground., Band 

Concert,Wint er Skating 
Rink 

Coon :::l.arJids Summ er Playground 
Cheroke e Summer Pl nyground 
Mar ,cus 
Osc eola 
Sp enc er 
Leon 
Burlington 
Danville 
Spirit Lake 

Sumner Playground 
Swimming Only 
Year Round Pro gram 
Limited Pro gram 
Sum□ er Playg roun d 
Summer Play~round 
Small Summer Program 
Wint er Ic e Ska ting 

Charl es City Summer Prog~am 
Rockforcl. Sm1mer Progr am 

Hampton 
Sheffi el d 

Rer:1beck 
Ackley 
Mt.Pleasant 
New London 
:9:olstein 

Ida Grov e 
Ft. lfr1.cUson 
Keokuk 
Rock Rnpids 

Onawa 
Albia 
W. Liber ty 
Hartley 
Sheldon 
Sibley 

Summe r Pro gr am 
Ball Dianond, Indoor 
Gym Pro gr am 
Summer Program 
Summer Pro gr am 
Summer Playground 
Summer Progr ar.1 
Sum~er Progr am 
Swi Tl'.r:i ing Pool 
Sur.u:rnr Play ground 
Sumr.1er Play ground 
Summer Playground 
Sur:mer Playground 

Summer RGcreation 
Bas eball 
Su!!lr.i er Pl/:ty1~round 
Year Round Recreation 
Summer Pl ayground 
Sumn er Playground 

Comm ercinl Club 
Tax es, Comr'.rnrcial Club 

Coordinating Council 
Y, M. C,A. 
School,Comm ercial Club 
Y,M., School Boo,r cl 

City, Cor.m1 ercial Club 
School District 
Schools,Y, M.C.A. 
School, Town 
Community Chest 
Playground Com.r:iitt ee 

Rec r ea t ion Board 
Recrea tion Club 
Ci ty Counc i1 
School Boa r a. 
Ar'.le rican Legion 
Chamber of ComT:J e:t'c e 
Cor~mun i t ;;,r Chest 
Hi gh School 
School 
City, Commercial Club 
School District 
Chamber of Cornr.1erc e 
Amer ican LeGion 
Youth Service Co rn□ittee 
Recr ea t ion Council 
School 
Recra tion Council 



COUWTY 
Palo Al to 
Plymouth 

Pocahon t a s 

Polk 

Ringgold 
Sac 

Scott 

Sioux 

Uarren 
~'Tebs ter 
Woo cl.bury 

1-illm 
Emmetsburg 
Akron 

L eMara. 
Remsen 
Pocahontas 

Elkhart 
Grimes 
Runnels 

PROGRiU•.f 
Year Round Recreat ion 
Summer PlaJrgr ound 

Year Round Recreation 
Summer Playground 
Swnmer Playgrounc, 
Skating Ri~~ in Winter 
Summer Playground 
Year Round Activities 
Swimming 
Soft Ball 

W .Des Moines Year Rou..'1d Pro gram 

? 
Odeboldt 

Sac City 
Bet t enclorf 
Blue Grass 
Walcott 
Orange City 
Sioux Center 
I ndil',nola 
Gowrie 
Correction
vHle 

Year Round Program 
Year Round. Program 

Sw.mer Playgrounds 
Year Round Program 
Year Round Prograr1 
S1.lr:lner Pl~-ground 
Sunmer Recreat ion 
SU!'lmer Recreation 
Year ~ound Program 
Summer Playground 
Year Round Progrrun 

SPONSOR 
Cha.rob er of Conm erce 
Board of Education 
Commercial Club 
American Leg i on 
Board of Educa tion 
Youth CoT:1mitt ee 
City 

Comm ercial Club 
American LeG; i on , School 
Lions Club 

School, Women 1 s Club 
Lions Club, Y. 1-i, C. A., 

School, Town,Legion 
Fire Depar t ment 
Ci ty 
Civic Lear,ue 
An erican Legion ,Sc hool 
Comn ercial Club 
School, American Legion 
School 
Schools, Churches 
Ser vic e Club 
Park Committee,Y.F.H. 
Lions Club 



HEADQ,U.ARTERS 
C01JlTTY 
Blackhawk 

Cerro Go rcl.o 

Clin ton 
Des Hoines 
Dubu q_ue 
Johnson 
Linn 
Polk 

Pott ai:n1.tt omie 

Scott 
Wa.:pnllo 

Uebst er 

Hoo cl.bury 

TABLE III 
IOWA BOY SCOUTS OF A\1ERI CA COU1TCILS 

OFFICE 

Waterloo 

Mason City 

Clinton 
Burling ton 
Dubuque 
Iowa City 
Ceclar Rap ids 
Des Moines 

Council Bluffs 

Davenport 
Ottumwa 

Ft, Dodg e 

Si oux City 

COUN''l'I:ES UT COU1iCIL 

Blackhawk, Bremer, Buchanan, 
Ch ickasau , Fayette, Gnmc1y, 
Howard, Winneshiek 
Buena Vista , Cerro Gordo, Floyd, 
Frc.mk.l.in, Hancock, i-'litc l1ell, 
Winnes hiek , Worth, 'fright 
Clin ton, Johnson 
Des Moin es, Henry, Lee, Louisa 
Allamakee, Clay, Delaware, Dubuque 
Iowa , Johnson. Washinc ton 
Benton, J ones, Linn 
Boone,Dallas, Gut hrie, :-i:arc'.in, 
Jasper, Mac7..ison, Hc..rion , Ea r-
shall, Polk , Poweshi ek , Story, 
Tama, 'Warren 
Adair, Ao.an s, Audubon , Carroll, 
Cass, Crawf ord, Fremont, Harrison, 
Mills, lfonona , Mor:. t gor,iery , Pa ge , 
Pottawattomi e , Ringgolc7. , Sh el by , 
Taylor, Union 
Cedar, l-iuscatine, Scott 
Appanoose, Clarke , Davis , Decatur, 
J efferson, Keokuk, Lucas, rinhaska , 
Mq:nro e , Van Buren, Uapello, Hayne 
Buena Vista, Calhoun, Cherokee, 
Cl ay , Dickins on, Emmett, Greene , 
Hamil ton, ::Iumbold t, I cl.a , Kossuth, 
O' Bri en, Osc eol a , Palo Alto , 
Plymouth , Pocahontas , Sac, Sioux, 
Webst er 
'foodbury 



COUNTY 

Blackhawk 

Cerro Gordo 
Clinton 
Des Moines 

Cedar Falls 
Waterloo 
Mason City 
Clinton 
Burli ,1gton 

TABLE V 
I OWA GIRL SC OUT~. INC, CO1,lliC.ILS 

COUNTY 

Dubuque 
Polk 
Pottawattamie 
Wapello 
Woodbury 

TOWN 

Dubuque 
Des Moines 
Council Bluffs 
Ottumwa 
Sioux City 

In addition there are lone Scout Troops f unctioning i n 202 towns without affi l i a
tion with a Council.* Among them are: 

COUNTY 

.Adair 
Adams 
Allamakee 
Appanoqse 

Benton 

Bla.ckha.'\'lk 
Boone 
Bremer 
l3uchanan 

lluena. Vista 

Butler 

Calhoun 

Carroll 
Cass 
Cerro Gordo 

Cherokee 

Chickasaw 
Clarke 
Cley 
Cleyton 

Clinton 

Crawford 

Dallas 
Davis 
Decatur 
Delaware 

TOWN 

Greenfield 
Corning 
Lansing, Waukon 
Centerville, Mystic 

Belle Plaine,· Mt. ' 
Auburn, Vinton 
Hudson, LaPorte City 
Bo one 
Waver l y 
Br andon, Independence, 
J esup, Quasketon 
Albert City, Newell, 
Sioux Rapids, 
St orm Lake 
Shell Rock, 
Parkersburg 

Lake City, Lohrville, 
Marion·; · Rockw~ll City 
CarDoll, Coon Rapids 
Atlantic, Massena 
Clear Lake, Meservey, 
Thornton 
Cherokee, Marcus, 
Q,uimby, Washta 
Nashua , New Hampton 
Murray. , Osceola 
Spencer 
$g.g~w_q Q9", El-k~d.E;l t -1· 7·R;i,r mer s
b"Ul'g, ·6-al!'na.vH _lo, -Gutt en
p~rg;, _McGr egor 
DeWi tt, Grand Mound, 
Whea tland 
Denison 

Dawso n~ Dexter, Perry 
Blo omf ield 
Davis Oity, Lrunoni , Leon 
Earlvil le, Hopkint on• 
Manchester 

COIBIJTY 

Des Moines 
Dickinson 

Dubuque 

Emmett 

Feyette 

Floyd 

Franklin 

Fremont 

Greene 

Grundy 

Hamilton 
Hancock 
Hardin 

Harrison 

Henry 

Ida 

Iowa 

Jackson 

Jasper 
Jefferson 
Johns on 

Keokuk 

Kossuth 

Mediapolis 
Arnold I s Park 
Lake Park 
Cascade 

Estherville , Ringstead 

Arlington, Fayette, 
Oelwein 
Charles City, Nora 
Springs, Rockfor d 
Ackley, Hampton, 
Sheffield 
Riverton 

Grand Junction, 
Jefferson 
Grund,y Cente:r 

Ellsworth, Stanhope 
Britt, Garner, Klemme 
Eldora, Hubbard, 
Iowa Falls 
Logan, Missouri 
Valley, Woodbine 
Mt. Pleasant, Rome, 
Winfield 

Galva, Holstein, 
Ida Grove 
North English 

Maquoketa, Miles, 
Sabula 
Baxter 
Fairfield 
Iowa City, Solon 

Keota, Sigourney, 
Webster, Wha t Cheer 
Algona, Swea City, 
Wesley 



( . 

COUNTY 
Lee 
Louisa 
Lucas 
Lyon 

Madison 
Maha.ska. 
Marion 
Marshall 

Mills 

Mitchell 
Monona. 
Montgomery 
Musca.tine 

O'Brien 

Osceola 

Page 
Pa.lo Alto 
Plymouth 
Pocahontas 

Donnellson, Keokuk 
Morning Sun, Wapello 
Chariton, Russell 
Doon, Rock Rapids 

Winterset 
Oskaloosa. 
Knoxville 
Gilman, Marshalltown, 
Melbourne 
Emerson, Glenwood, 
Silver City 
Osage , Saint Ansgar 
Onawa 
Red Oak, Stanto n 
Muscatine, We st Liberty 

Hartley, Sanborn, 
Shel ton, Sutherland 
Sibley 

Essex, Shenandoah 
Grae ttinger 
.Akr on, LeMarst Merrill 
Pocahontas , Rolfe 

COUNTY 

Polk 
l?6ttawattamie 
Poweshiek 

Sae· 
Scott· 
Shelby 
Story 

Tama 
Taylor 

Union 

Van:Buren 

Wayne 
iiebster 
Winnebago 
Winneshiek 
Woodbury 

Worth 

Wr i ght 

Mi tchellville 
Walnut 
Brooklyn 

l'M:e View 
Davenport 
Harlan 
Ame s, Maxwell, 
Story City 

Gladbrook, Traer 
Lenox 

Creston 

Birmingham, Cantril, 
Farmington 

Corydon, Seymour 
Ft. Dodge 
Forest City, Rake 
Calmar, Decorah 
Correctionville, 
Pier son, Sioux Center 
Fertile, Grafton, 
llanlord;own, Northwood 
Belmond, Clarion, 
Rowan 



COUlTTY 
Des Ho ines 
Linn 
Polk 

TABLE VI 
SE':'TL]MENT HOUSES IN IOWA TOWNS 

TOi'iN 
Burlington (2) 
Cec1a r Rap icl.s 
Des Hoines ( 8) 

COUNTY 
Poweshiek 
Scott 
Wood.bury 

TOWN 
Grinnell ( 2) 
Davenport ( 2) 
Sioux City (3) 

In acl.cl.ition t her e a re s orne 65 othe r c en ters in Iowa towns ac corrling 
to su rv e~r of Iowa Fec1eration of Wor.ien 1 s Club s . (Li s t to be co1:13,le t ec1 l a t er) 

COUNTY 
Blackhawk 
Cerro Gordo 
Clinton 
De s r:oLrn s 
Dubuq:ue 
Flo~rcl. 
J acl:s on 
J a sner 
Le e 
Linn 

ORGAJ."'iJIZATION 

Boy Scouts 
Camp Fire Girls 
Community Hous es 
Girl Scouts 
Y.E.C.A. 
Y.u.c.A. 
Clmrche s 
4H & :S.ur1:1l 
Young P eop l e 
Fra.ternal Org . 
Heal t h Agencies 

TABLE VII 
IOWA SALVATION ARMY CENTERS 

TOWN COUNTY 
Wat erloo Mahaska 
Mason City Marshall 
Clin ton Mont gomery 
Burling ton Muscat i ne 
Dubuc-Jue Polk 
Charles City Scott 
Ha quoke ta Union 
Newton Wapello 
Keokuk Webs t er 
C ecl.ar R2p icls 

TABLE VIII 
C.AJv!PING PROGRAMS I N I OWA 

NUMBER OF NUNB3R OF 
CAMPS CAMPHTG WEEKS 

v. 116 
·1 32 
3 9 

13 76 
1 ?, 102 

6 ~14 
14 132 

10-1 99 

1 'J ,., 

4 15 
175 627 

To1,m 
Oskal oosa 
Mnrshall town 
Red Oak 
Muscatine 
Des Hoines ( 3) 
Davenport 
Cr e s t on 
Ottumwa 
Ft . Dodg e 

NUMBER OF 
nnHVIDUALS 

22,356 
3,916 

861 
3 , 552 
8,251 
4 ,616 

10, 315 
6,367 

1 50 
433 

60, 817 



OOUiJTY 
:BJ. ackhawk 
Boone 
Cerro Gordo 
Clinton 
Des 1:cinos 
Dubuque 
J asper 
Lee 
Linn 

T.A3LE IX 
IOWA YOIDTG MEH 1 S CHRISTI.AN ASSOCIATIOHS 

~ 
Waterloo 
Boone 
i-iason City 
Clinton 
Burlington 
Dubuque 
Newton 
Keok:1.11:: 
Cedar Rapids 

COUNTY 
Marshall 
r:uscatine 
Polk 
Pottawattamie 
SGott 
Story 
Wapello 
Webst er 
t 'oodbury 

Mahaska Oskaloosa 

TOWH 
Ma rshc'lll tovn.1 
Muscatine 
Des Moines 
Council Bluffs 
Davenport 
Anes 
Ottumwa 
Ft. Dod6e 
S iou.x Ci tJr 

I n addition there are thr ee reg ionnl Y.H. C.A. men working throue!'.l.out Iowa 
orgcnizing and s erv icing Y.l-:. C.A. uni ts in comr.mn i ti es that c1.o not have 
an Association.* (List t o b e completed a.ter) 

TABLE X 
IOWA YOUNG WOMEN 1S CHRI$'J;IAN ;ASSOCIATIONS 

COUNTY 
Blackhawk 
Boone 
deri'd 6-ordo 
Clinton 
Des Hoines 
Dubuque 
J o. sper 
Lee 
Linn 

19.illI 
Wat srloo 
Boon~ 
11\asoh City 
C1int6n 
Burlington 
Dubuque 
JJ eHtOn 
Keokuk 
Cedar Rapids 

COUNTY 
Mahaska 
liar shall 
l"iuscatine 
Polk 
Scott 
Wapel10 
Webst er 
Woodbury 

TOWN 
Oskaloosa. 
Marshall town 
Musca tine 
Des Moines 
Dav enport 
Ot tunwa 
Ft. Dodge 
Sioux City 

In a c1cU. tion the 
Y-Teen progr e.r:1 s 

Iowa District Y.W.O.A. ha s 
in t he following towns: 

organ ized ana.gives service to 

COUNTY 
Aa.o,ir 

AdDI!ls 
Appanoose 
Audubon 
Benton 
Blackhm'lk 
Buchanan 
Buena Vista 
Butler 
Calhoun 

Cass 
Cl ~r 
Cl :wton 
Dall as 
Dickinson 

Emmett 
Fc'.,yett e 

Floyd. 

1Q:fil 
Fontanelle 
Greenfiela. 
Orient 
Corning 
Centerville 
Aua.ubon 
Belle Plaine 
Cedar Falls 
Indepenc1enc e 
Storm Lake 
Allison 
Farnhamville 
Lake Citt 
• .\.tlant ic 
Spencer 
Elkader 
P erry 
Arnolds P 2.rk 
Hilford 
Estherville 
Oelwein 
West Un ion 
Charles City 
Marbl e Rock 

COUNTY 
Franklin 
Fremont 
Jackson 
Jefferson 
Johnson 
Lucas 
Madison 
Mahaska 
Marion 
Monona 
Monroe 
Hontgomery 
Muscatine 
Page 

Pocahontas 
Pottawnttomie 

Sioux 
Story 
Tnylor 
Union 
t'k:ti·ren 
1layne 
Webster 

1illlli 
Aclcley 
Sidney, Tabor 
Maq_uoketl'.. 
Fairfielc":. 
Iowa City 
Chari ton 
Earlham, 1Tint erset 
Ecl.c .. yville 
Knoxville 
i-Thi ting 
Albia 
Red Oak , Villisca 
Washington, u. Liberty 
Clarinda,Essex 
College S1,rings,Shonan.doaJ 
L2.urens 
Avoca, UaLmt, Ccm1cil 
Bluffs 
Ora..11.ge Ci t:r 
.Ar.les 
Bedford, Hew i:iarket 
Creston 
Indianol a 
Corydo n 
Lehi gh 



TABLE XI 
STATE P.AlUCS UNDER STATE C011'SERV.A.TlON COMMISSION 

COUlJTY 
Appanoose 
Bo one 
]uena Vista 
Butler 
Calhoun 
Carroll 
Cerro Gordo 
Ol ey 
Cl a:rton 

Davis 
Delawar e 
Dickinson 

Dubuqu e 
'.anmett 

Fayett e 

Franklin 
Fremont 
Guthrie 
Hancock 
Har di n 
Hen~r 
J a cks0n 

Jolm son 
Jo i1es 
Kossuth 
Linn 
Lu ca s 
Lyon 
Hac'l.i son 
1-iahaska 
Monona 

Musca tine 
Palo Alto 

Polk 
Sa c 
Sioux 
Taylor 
Van Buren 

Warren 
Webst er 
i'!inneshiek 
Uoodbury 

PARK OR AREA 
Sharon Bluffs 
Ledges 
Storm Lake 
Heery Wooa.s 
Twin Lr-tkes 
Swan Lake 
Cl ear Lake 
Wanat a Pre s erve 
B~xby: 
McGregor Areas 
Lake tran ello 
:Backbone 
Okoboji Region, Gull Point, 1-:ini
Wal~an , Okoboji Inn Area, Pikes 
Pbint, Pillsbury Point 
Trapper ts Bay 
Whi te P ine Hollow 
Ft. Defianoe 
Oka.manpedow 
Br-L1.sh Cr eek 
Echo Valley 
Reed I s Lake 
Waubon s i e 
S:'.)r ingbrook 
Pilot Knob 
Pine Lake 
Oakl and. F ills 
Bellevue 
Maquoket a Caves 
Lake EacBricle 
1fap sipini con 
Call, Ambrose A. 
Pal isades- Kepl er 
Red Haw Hill 
Gi tchie- Moni ton 
PW'lmel 
Lake Keomah 
Lewis and Clark 
Prepar at ion Canyon 
Wild Ca t Den 
Five Island Lake , Kearney 
Lost Isl and 
Halnut Wo ods 
:Blackhawk 
Oak Grove 
Luke of Three Fir es 
Farm ing ton 
Lac ey- Keosauqua 
Lake Ahquabi 
Dolliver Memorial 
Fort Atkinson 
Stone Park 

!JEARBY TOllN' 
Centerville 
Boone 
Storm 1 1::'.ke 
Olarksvill e 
Rockwell 
Carroll 
Cl ear Lake 
P et erson 
Edgewooa. 
McGr egor 
Drakesville 
Strawbr',rry Point 
Arnolc7. s Po.rk 

Lake Pa r k 
Luxemburg 
Estherville 
Dolliver 
Arlington 
We st Union 
Hnmnton 
Hamburg 
Guthrie Center 
For es t City 
Eld.ora 
Mou..11 t Pl easan t 
Bellevue 
Naq'lioketa 
Horth Libert y 
Anamosa 
Algona 
Mount Vernon 
Char i t on 
Larchwooc1 
Wi n t erset 
Oskaloosa 
Highway 65 
Moorheacl 
Ii!uscntine 
Emmet sourg 
Rut hv en 
Des Mo i n es 
Lake Vi ew 
Harwarc1en 
Bedford 
Farming ton 
Keosauq_ua 
Indi anol a 
Lehi gh 
Ft. Atk i nson 
Sioux City 



TABLE XII 

.Al'JALYS IS OF IOWA'S POPULATION ACCORDING TO HTCORPORAT ED TOWNS, 1950 CENSUS 
(PRELIMINARY IIBPOP.T) 

To\•ms No. of ~ Total % of % of 
Arr anr,ec1. Towns of Ponula-,. Tot al Total 
Accorting Total tion I ncorp- St o.t e 
To In orat ed Po1)Ul a-
Po-1ul a t i on I nt erval PoYJul a- tion 

~~ 
tion 

l 99 43 4. 58 3, 090 0.18 0 .12 
100 199 140 14. 92 21,0 56 1. 24 0, 81 
200 299 140 14.92 34, 641 2 .05 1 .33 
300 - 399 101 10.77 34, 961 2 .07 1 . 34 
400 ·- 499 85 9,06 37, 520 2.22 1. 44 
500 599 66 7.04 36,175 2 ,14 1, 39 
600 699 47 5,01 30, 266 1,79 1.16 
700 799 42 4 , ,18 31. 239 1,85 1.20 
800 -- 899 32 3,41 28 ,161 1.66 1.08 
900 ·-- 999 21 2 . 24 20 135 1.19 0 77 
l - 999 717 76,44 '?,77, 244 16 . 40 10. 62 

1000 1999 108 11. 51 148 ,960 8 . 81 5,71 
2000 2999 31 3 , 30 73,979 4 . 37 2. 83 
3000 3999 20 2,13 69 , 983 4 ,14 ?. . 68 
.woo 4999 13 1,38 59 ,1 23 3 , 50 :~. 26 
5000 599 9 10 1.07 54 , 418 3 , 22 :: .os 
6000 6999 10 1.07 65 , 757 3 . 89 2 . 52 
7000 - 7999 5 0, 53 38 ,1 58 2. 26 1. 116 
8000 8999 l 0.11 8 , 302 0, 49 0. 32 
9000 9999 0 0 0 0 0 
1000 9999 198 21 ,11 51 8 , 680 30.69 19. 87 

10 , 000· - 19, 999 a 0 . 96 131.546 7.78 5.0.;1: ..., 

20 , ooo~ 29 , 999 4 0. 43 102 ,774 6 . 08 3 , 94 
30 , 000- .,. 39,999 3 0.32 94,118 5. 56 3 , Gl 
'10 , 000 - 49 , 999 2 o. ::n 9,J, 851 5. 61 3 , 63 
50 , 000 - 59 , 999 0 0 0 0 0 
60 , 000 - S9 / 399 1 0.11 64,354 3 . 80 2 , .:15 
70 , 000 - 79, 999 2 o. 81 145 ,733 8 . 62 5 . 58 
80 , 000 - 89 ,999 l O.ll 83 , 99 3 4 .97 3 , 22 
90 , 000 - 99 ,999 0 0 0 0 0 
100 1000-1 99 1999 1 o.n 176 19 54 10! 47 6! 78 
10, 000 -199 , 999 23 2. 45 894 , 232 52 .91 3<1,, 27 

TOTAL IN'CORPORA':'ED 938 100.0 l ,690, 247 100 .00 64 .77 

TOT.AL 3.URAL 91 9 , 501 35 . 23 

1:10T.AL S':'AT~ 2 , 609 , 7,1s 100 . 0 



TABLE XIII 

. IOWA COUNTIES ARRA..~ GED ACCORDING TO POPULATION, 1950 CENSUS 

Counti es Population :No . of No. of Interval 
Towns Counties ;~ of 

In Sta t e 
I n t erva l Po•1u l a t i on ., 

To tal 2 609 748 934 99 99 9 
Unc1er 
i o.ooo 37 , 503 25 4 1 . 4 

• Ac1EOns 8 ,745 5 
Clarke 9 , 349 4 
Ring[;old 9 , 511 12 
Davis g sgs 4 ·-10 to ~0 1000 912 . 837 497 59 3419 
Os c eol a 10,158 5 
I c7-a 10 ,704 5 
Lou isa 10 , 878 9 
Van Buren 10, 984 8 

{ 4;.\ 7?.4) ( 27 ) ( '1) 
Worth 11,033 7 
Auc7-ubon 11, 575 5 
'lfayne 11,709 8 
i-:onro e 11,788 5 

{ ·16 .105} ( ?.5 ) ( 4) 
Lu cas l ~ ,065 5 
Ac7-air 12 , 266 7 
Fremon t 12 , 302 8 
Ta? l or 12, 413 8 
Decatur 12 , 545 10 
Dick i nson 12, 7'16 9 

( 7.-1,, .337} ( '17 ) ( 6) 
Humbol clt 13 , 031 13 
Eowo.ra. 13 ,105 6 
1:acUson 13 ,1 5~ 8 
'l'iinneb ago 13, 439 7 
Grtmclr 13 , 680 9 
I-i i t chell 13, 877 8 

( 80.284} ( 51) ( 6) 
1-iill s 1'1 ,0·10 7 
Enmet t 14 ,100 5 
Lyon 14,747 8 

{ 42 1887) ( 21) ( 3) 
Hancock 15 ,079 8 
Gu t hrie 15,156 7 
Chickasaw 15 ,169 7 
Pa l o Al t a 15,259 9 
Union 15 , L,136 7 
Poca hon t a s 15 , 447 8 
Greene 15~/,586 7 

~ lfont gomery 15,594 6 
J eff er son 15,672 6 
Iown 15, 838 6 
Shel by 15 , 904 11 

{170 .140} ( 82) (11) 
Franklin 16, 287 10 
Monona 16 , 287 10 
All amakee 16 ,353 6 
Keoku ... 1( 16,757 15 



I ' Cec1_.:i,r 16,791 8 
Cal houn 16,793 12 

{99, 268 } j 61) ( 6) 
Sa c 17,295 8 
Butl er 17, 327 10 
:D el awar e 17,709 12 
Far ren 17, 71.J:l 13 

(70,072) ( 43 ) ( 4 ) 
Clay 18,031 9 

• 
GR SS 18, 532 8 

• J a ck son 18 , 630 13 
~ Henry 18 ,687 10 

Bremer 18 , 8·13 7 
0 1Bri en 18 ,958 9 

(111 1 681) ( 56 ) ( 6) 
Cherokee 19,031 8 
Poweshiek 19, 261 9 
Jones 19, 405 9 
Harr i son 19, 507 10 
~rash i ng ton 19 ,5.21 9 
Ur i cht 19,626 7 
Hamil ton 19,636 8 
Appanoos e 19,659 11 
Crawfor c1. 19 ,693 13 

(175,339) ( 84) ( 9) 
20 to so,ooo 427,356 206 18 16 . 5 
Buena Vis t a ?,1,'090 10 
Floycl 21, ,154: 7 
Ui nneshiek 21,6"-14 8 
Tama 21, 6t'J:6 12 
Bu c:r..annn 21,666 11 

(107. 500) ( -18 ) ( 5) 
Hara.en ~8 ,199 11 
Clay t on 22 , -:l:90 18 
Benton ?.2 ,628 13 

( 67 I 307) ( 42 ) ( 3) 
Ca rroll 23 ,013 13 
Pl:T;;1outh 23 , 237 11 
Dallas 83 , 658 14 
Page 23,858 11 

~a.haska 
(93,766 ) ( 49) ( '~:) 
24 , 609 9 

.t ( ~4 1609 ) ( 9) (1) 
Marion 85,880 10 

( ?.5 . 820) (10) (1) 
Sioux 26 , 085 13 
Kossuth 26,213 11 

( 521198) ( 24 ) ( ?) 
Boone ::)7, 904 10 

( 27 ,1 904) (10) ( 1 ) 
.J Fa?ette 28 ,19 2 l ,:~ 

( 28 ,192) ( 14) ( 1) 
30 t o -~-0 000 100 283 28 3 ;:; 8 
J a s1)er 32 , 835 11 
Muscatine 32 , 55,1 5 

( 6:1 799)__ (l ri ) ( 2) 
1'ia rs :b .. a11 ~55 , -18,'.1.: .l.id 

--~··· ( 35 , ,l,8:±) ( 12) ( 1) 



,.. 

4Gto 50,000 
Des Moines 
Lee 

Story 

360,219 
42,047 
l.i2, 994 

(85,041) 
43,G92 

(43,692) 
v=-fo--=-b-s..,..te_r ____ _,4.4,117 

Johnson 
Cerro Gordo 

Wapello 

Clinton 

60 to 70,000 
Pottawattamie 
70 t 80 000 0 

' Dubuque 
90 to 100,000 
Scott 
Blackhawk 

100 to 110,000 
Linn 

V[oodbury 

220 to 230,000 
Polk 

(44,117) 
45,541 
45,648 

(91,189) 
46,744 
46,744 
49,Ii":)b 

(49,436) 
69,374 
69,374 
71 235 ' 71, 23.5 

198,768 
99,192 
99,576 

(198,768) 
207,163 
103,246 
103,917 

(207,163) 
22h,910 
224,910 

77 
5 
7 

(12) 
11.i 

(14) 
12 

(12) 
10 

9 
(19) 

6 
( 6) 
14 

(14) 
13 
13 
20 
20 
23 
15 

8 
(23) 
31 
17 
14 

(31) 
13 
13 

8 

(2) 

(1) 

(1) 

(2) 
1 

(1) 
1 

(1) 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 

(2) 
2 

(2) 
1 

13 .8 

'>- 29.5 

.J 
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