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EFFECTIVE WITH THIS ISSUE, BEARING OUR NEW MASTHEAD, THE COMMISSION'S NEWS BULLE 
PUBLISHED SEMI-MONTHLY, WILL APPEAR REGULARLY EACH WEEK FOR DISTRIBUTION TO NEWS 
AND TELEVISION STATIONS AND VARIOUS OTHER COMMUNICATIVE MEDIA THROUGHOUT THE STA~ 
FOR RELEASE on May 18, 1954~ 

FISH IN .G TACKLE FIRM SOLD ON IOWA 'S 
A D V A N T A G E S , H O O K , L I N E , A N D S I N K E R 

Following nearly 50 years of operation in Indiana, one of the world's 

largest manufacturers of fishing equipment has discontinued its South Bend plant in favor 

of directing all production from its former branch plants in Maquoketa and Spencer, the Iowa 

. Development Commission has announced. 

The Fishing Tackle Company of America, a subsidiary of the South Bend Bait 

Company, was established in Maquoketa in 1945 and will provide increased employment oppor

tunities for the local community, according to Clayton Whisman, vice-president and general 

manager of the plant. 

He asserted that the company's modern plant, constructed in 1947, "will 

readily and easily adapt itself to the new component parts to be manufactured in Maquoketa." 

The Maquoketa and Spencer factories will absorb all of the company's pro

duction, with June 1 set as the date for the new manufacturing schedule to go into effecJ 

Whisman explained that ceasing the Indiana home office plant will permit full-time opeL ~~v ..... 

at the Maquoketa plant, which has been functioning under capacity "for some time." 

The wide assortment of rods, reels, lines, and lures manufactured by the 

firm are internationally distributed and nationally advertised, 

I N C R E A S E I N I O W A C R O P R E C E I P T S 
G R E A T E S T I N N A T I O N D U R I N G 1 9 5 3 

Among those 20 states where crop receipts in 1953 increased from the pre 

vious year, Iowa's increase of 32 per cent ranked as the largest in the nation, with a 

total of nearly $450 million, according to the Iowa Development Commission. 

The stability of Iowa's agricultural economy and its consistent year 'round 

market, is clearly demonstrated by the national ranking of states on the basis of total cash 

receipts from farm marketings, as disclosed in figures released by the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture. 

Since 1949, Iowa has ranked second in the nation in total cash receipts, 

with California first, Texas third, and Illinois fourth. Last year, Iowa farmers received 

total cash receipts of $2.3 billion, a 2 per cent increase over the 1952 total, while the 

other three ranking states all showed declines from 5 to 10 per cent. 

Only 11 states gained in total cash receipts during 1953, with decreases 
from 1 per cent to 20 per cent among the remaining states. 



J'OR RELEASE on Maz 25., ~195J.i: 

PRODUCTS FRO M 
G Y P S U M M I N E S 

IOWA 1 S S E V EN 
D WARF CARDIFF 

G I A N T 
G I A N T 

A variety of products, ranging from dent al plasters to building cement, 

have replaced the Cardiff giant in Iowa's seven giant gypsum mines, the Iowa Development 

Commission reports. 

During 1952, Iowa ranked third in the nation in the value of crude 

gypsum mined, with a total of ~2,797,704. fuchigan mines were rated first in value of 

gypsum mined, with New York second in the nation. 

Iowa ranked fourth among states in production of gypsum, with 1,2 tons, 

in 1952, preceded by Michigan, California, and New York, 

Products made from domestic, imported, and by-product crude gypsum in 

the United States, include agricultural gypsum, color manufacture, and industrial uses 

such as plate glass and t erra-cotta plasters, pottery plasters, orthopedic and dental 

plasters, statuary, and granite polishing. 

Prefabricated uses of gypsum are demonstrated in lath, wallboard and 

laminated board, sheathing board, and tile, according to the Bureau of Mines of the U.S. 

Department of the Interior. 

A total of 1,271,106 tons of gypsum were produced by Iowa's seven 

largest mines, last year, with a total of 1,351,106 tons produced. These firms, located 

near Fort Dodge, employed 137 of the 149 total number of employees engaged in the pro

duction of gypsum throughout Iowa, in 1953, 

MAR CH 
RAN KS 

EMPLOY ME N T 
H I G H A M O N G 

I N IO W A 
STATES 

Only seven states reported less unemployment than Iowa during the selected 

week of average monthly covered empl oyment in M~rch, the I owa Development Commission notes , 

With only 4, 4 per cent unemoloyment in Iowa during that period, as com-

pared to the nat ional average of 6.0 unemployment, figures released by the U. s . Department 

of Labor disclose that Iowa 1 s employment scene was surpassed by only seven states, including 

Connect icut, Delaware, Florida, Kansas, Maryland, Texas, and Virginia, 

Colorado tied with Iowa in reporting 4,4 per cent unemployment. 
While the national average remained at 6. 0 per cent during February and 

March of this year, Iowa 1 s unemployment figure decreased from 4,6 per cent in February 
to 4,4 per cent in March. 

Other states showed unemployment of over 10 or 11 per cent durin g both 
months compared, 



-I 

I 
>

 

. 
-l H
 .'--

.: 

..: 

tr
 

(D
 

t--
l 

tn
 

~
 

0 0 (\
) ::i
. 

c+
 

::l
 

0 3 

::,.
. 

'+
 

0 0
. 

~
 

~
 

h
· ,,. C
: 

C
, 

'+
 

~
 

(J
) 

0 .... (1
' 

..
Q

 

h h t--
l 

0 0 h H
 

il
l <
 

0 H
' 

0 <+
 

~
 

(j
) 3 c<
: 

0 h ..Q
 

;3
. 

(J
) g t;
-

<!2
 d :::i
.. 

OJ
 

('
J 

{.!
) 

4 tn
 

'+
 

(\
) ,..;
 

(D
 

::
i. 

4 0 

c:<
 

CT
' 

14
 

:::i
 

tn
 

tn
 

t:;
 

14
 

c<
: 

0
.,

 
.-

l 
CD

 
tn

 
,;

::
it

:;
 

K
 

:::i
 

0.
. 

h
· 

(!
) .i
i 

<+
 

::
:i

M
 

CD
 

!:!
 

(.
:, 

h
· 

.-
l 

iJ
. 

I:::
 

(D
 

O
' 

.0
 

<+
 

0
/ 

::l
 

(I
) 

t:
:.

..
o

 

l5 
.-

l 
(j

) 

t--
l 

~Q
 

.....
. 0 

O
"' 

• 
CD

 
C

V
. 

(\
) u:,
· 

4 
C

ll ..
 

tr
, 

14
 

c.
, 

t,
, 

{I
)-

CJ
, 

t7
 
~
 

h
· 

(j
) 

tn
 

.-
l 

3 
e;

· C
D 

(W
· 

K
 

h 
. 

H
'' 

(D
 

~.
:J 

~
 tn

 
.-

l 
(J

l 
(D

 

%
;;;

 
0

-
h

·h
 

,C
l.

 !P
 

3 
:::i

 
(!

) 
0 

:::
i· 

h
· 

t:
;.

 
<+

 
tlJ

 
{

U
 

::l
 

::
i.

 
lP

. 
<I

, 
0 

~
 

::i
. 

.-
l 

0 
4 

tn
 

H
 

~
~
 

CD
 

,. 
h 

!:
l 

.-
l 

h
· 

h
· 

tn
 
~ 

CD
 

u
. 

c:<
 

~
 

C
l) 

(\
l 

0 
h

: 
:::i

.. 
H

 
'+

 
(j

) 
.Q

 
H

' 
o

· 
t:

:.
. 

::i
. 

t:
:.

. 
0 .-

l 
0 

tn
 

4 
-· ,_::.;., 



FOR RELEASE on June 12 195~: 

IOWA RANKS EIGHTH 
OF VALUE ADDED BY 

AMO N G STATES 
MANUFACTURE 

I N I N C R E A S E 
S I N C E 1 9 4 7 

Iowa ranks eighth among t he for ty- eight states in t he increase of value 

added by manufacture from 1947 to 1952 , the Iowa Development Commission has announced , 

With an increase of 65 per cent in the value added by manufact ure during 

this period, Iowa ' s manufacturing growth was exceeded only by Texas, California, Florida, 

Ver mont, Delaware , Kansas, and Utah, according to figures released by t he National Industrial 

Conference Board . 

Value added by manufacture is that part of the product cr eated in the pro

cess of manufacturing . It is determined by subtracting from the total value of t he product 

the cost of materials , supplies, containers, fuel, purchased electric energy, and contract 

work . 

I owa 1 s value added by manufacture totalled $671 million in 1947, an in

crease of 75 per cent over the 1939 tot al , as disclosed by the U. S. Census of Manufactures . 

In 1939, the total value added by manufact ure in Iowa was nearly $245 

million, as compared to the state's 1952 total value added by manufact ure of about $1 ,113 

billion, an increase of 256 per cent ! 

M I S S 
I OWA 
J U N E 

U N I V E R S E C O N T E S T A T 
G R E A T L A K E S C R O W N S 
RECREATIO N AL EVE N TS 

Beauty, charm, poise , and personality, repPesenting local communities from 

t hroughout t he s tate, will be displayed at the annual Vti.ss Universe competition scheduled 

at the I owa Great Lakes, June 27, the I owa Development Commission reports . 

Darlow Oleson, director of the contest, has announced that the Iowa girl 

selected will compete wi t h all f or eign entries for t he t itle of Miss Universe, at Long Beach, 

Cal i f ornia, July 15-25 . 

Other Iowa events this month i nclude t he Rose Festival at New Sharon and 

the Iris Fes t ival at Mount Pleasant , on June 5, 

In addi t i on, Waterloo will celebr ate its cent ennial, June 20- 26 , while a 

75th year anniver sar y celebrati on is s cheduled for Ruthven, on June 15 , 

The Okoboj i Yacht Club at Arnolds Par k on Spirit Lake , will open i t s 1954 

season on June 15, while t he annual conferences of the 4- H girls and boys will be held in 

Ames on June 16-19 and June 21- 24 respe ct ively . 

Mason City will be host t o t he annual North Iowa Band Festival, on June 8, 
with 35,ooo expect ed to attend , 



FOR RELEASE on June 81 1954 : 

IO WANS BEE F A B O U T S T A T E S 
S P O T L I G H T O F A G R I C U L T U R A L 

H O G G I N G 
R I C H E S 

Iowans have every reason to beef about other states hogging the spotlight 

of Iowa ' s agr icultural riches , through such representations as Virginia ham, New York cuts, 

and Kansas City steak, etc . , the Iowa Development Commission, which has been engaged in indus 

trial and agricultural promotion since 1945 , remarks, especially when no other state comes 

within hailing distance of Iowa's total meat and lives t ock production . 

For instance , Iowa again l ead the nation in the number of hogs slaughtered, 

last year, wi t h a total of nearly 11 million head accounting for about 16 per cent of the 

U. S. t otal of nearly 67 mil lion head slaughtered . With Ill inois and Minnesota ranking second 

and third among states, with about 6 million and 5 mil lion hogs slaughtered in 1953 respecti

vely, Virginia ranked 19th in the nation, with only a little over 1 million hogs slaughtered. 

In addition , neither Kansas City nor New York seem to compare favorably 

wit h Iowa in t he number of cattle s l aughtered l ast year. Iowa ranked third among states with 

1 .8 million head slaughter ed or about 8 per cent of t he U. S. t otal of well over 23 million 

head of cattle slaughtered . 

I N D U S T R I A L I S T S C A N B A N K O N 
I O W A I S S O U N D B A N K I N G S Y S T E M 

Indus t rialis t s can bank on Iowa's sound and conservative banking system, 

the Iowa Development Commission states. I owa's financial facilities are keeping pace with 

the gr owing demands of growing industry . 

The business, industrial, and agri cultural requirements of Iowa are present

l y served by a total of 664 banks wel l distributed throughout t he state . 

The t ot al assets of t he s tate ' s 559 state banks, 96 national banks, and 9 

private banks, on December 31, 1953, were $2 , 853 , 379,000, placing I owa among t he t op fif t een 

states in t he amount of assets . In additi on, I owa ranks 6th in t he nat i on in the number of 

existi ng banks t o serve the s t at e's expanding agr icul tural and industrial economy, acc ordi ng 

to figures r eleased by the Feder al Deposi t Insuranc e Corpor ation . 

Whi le t he total as sets of all oper ating banks in the nation rose 3 per cen+, 

during 1953 , the perc entage increase i n t otal asse t s of I owa banks was approxi matel y 6 . 3 per 

cent . Only f our other s tates exceeded I owa ' s percentage of increase in total assets from 

December 31, 1952, to December 31, 19.53. 



FOR RELEASE on June 15, 1954: 

I O W A L E A D S T H E N A T I O N I S 
COUNTIES IN CASH FARM 

TOP 200 
I N C O M E 

A total of 35 Iowa counties dominate the ranking of 200 counties which 

lead the nation in gross cash income from farming, the Iowa Development Commission reports . 

While more Iowa counties were represented in the 1953 estimates than any 

other state, as disclosed in the May 10th 11 Survey of Buying Power," published by Sales 

Management magazine , California accounted for only 30 of the nation' s 200 leading counties 

in gross cash farm income . 

Of Iowa ' s 35 counties listed, the top ten in gross cash farm income in

cluded Pottawattamie, Sioux, Plymouth, Clinton, Kossuth, Woodbury, Cherokee, Cedar, Benton, 

and Tama. 

It is interesting to note that many of Iowa 1s counties , such as Clinton, 

Woodbury, Linn, and Black Hawk, share both agricultural and industrial eminence throughout 

the nation, which has more than 3, 000 counties among the 48 states. 

Seven of those 18 Iowa counties having more than 1, 000 industrial workers 

are also among the 200 counties which lead the nation in farm income. 

In addition, eight Iowa counties containing more than 5,000 manufacturing 

employees also contain more than 10 per cent of the state's farming , 

IOWANS 
BRING 

EMPLOYED 
HOME MORE 

IN -IOWA MANUFACTURING 
BACON FROM IOWA FARMS 

Over 172, 000 Iowans employed in manufacturing set in motion a total of 

$637 million of business activity throughout the state, last year, according to the Iowa 

Development Commission. 

Figures released by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U. S. Department 

of Commerce, indicate that the average weekly salary and wage paid to Iowans during 1953, 

was $70, 

In 1952, there were 159, 732 Iowans employed in manufacturing, with a total 

payroll of nearly $595 million of business activity, according to the Annual Survey of 

Manufacturers . 

This increasing manufacturing employment and payrolls in Iowa contributes 

substantially to the buying power and increased demand for farm products . The volume of 

business activity is increased by an average turnover of eact payroll dollar of 2½ - 3 times 

before it leaves a community . 



FOR RELEASE on June 22J 1954: 

IOWA'S 
HIGH IN 

I N D U S T R I A L P O T E N T I A L R A N K S 
N A T I O N I S M A J O R I N D U S T R I E S 

Iowa counties rank among the top 100 counties throughout the nation in 

ten of the twenty major industry groups showing the industrial potential as based on 1953 

employment and value added by manufacture, the Iowa Development Commission has announced. 

According to the current May 11Survey of Buying Power, 11 published by~ 

Management magazine, Iowa counties appear twenty times in the ranking industrial potential 

for ten Iowa industry groups estimating their 100 leading counties from coast to coast. 

Black Hawk county ranks among the nation's top 100 counties in manufacture 

of food and kindred products and, along with Scott, Linn, Polk, and Jasper counties, iG in

cluded in the nation's leading counties in manufacture of machinery. 

Polk county is listed among the top 100 counties in the U, S. both in the 

printing and publishing trade and in the manufacture of chemicals, and, with Lee county, is 

also prominent in the production of rubber products throughout the country, 

Lum0er and products (except furniture) lists Dubuque among the top 100 u. S. 

counties, while Webster county is included in the leading counties manufacturing stone, clay, 

and glass products. 

Linn and Wood.bury counties both rank in the manufacture of electrical machin

ery, and are joined by Wapello and Polk counties in the production of food products. Scott 

and Marshall counties are named among the nation's 100 top counties in the manufacture of 

instruments and related products. 

I O W A L E A D S T H E 
R E C E I P T S F R O M 

N A T I O N I N C A S H 
F A R M M A R K E T I N G S 

Iowa again leads the nation in cash receipts from farm marketings, the 

Iowa Development Commission reports. 

Figures r eleased by the Agricultural Marketing Service of the U. s. Depart

ment of Ai;riculture disclose a total of more than $811 million cash receipts during January

April, 1954, an increase of 4,5 per cent over the $776 million received during the same 

period in 1953, 

Illinois ranked second, with about $634 million, with California third, 

having $556 million in cash receipts from farm marketings. Texas was fourth with $440, and 

Minnesota fifth, with about $429 million. 



FOR RELEASE on June 29, 1954: 

IOWA MARKET 16TH 
S T A T E S I N R E T A I L 

A M ONG 
S A L E S 

Iowa I s total retail sales of well over ~P3 billion, last year, provided. a 

flourishing market which ranked 16th among the 48 states, the Iowa Development Commission 

reports. 

This estimate, published in the current "Survey of Buying Power" from~

Management magazine , constituted about 1. 8 per cent of the total U. S. retail sales dur~.ng 

1953. 

In addition, it was estimat ed. that Iowa families have an effective buying 

income of $4,873 after taxes, while the per capita buying power in Iowa was reported as 

$1,523. 

Iowa ranks 18th in the nation in quality index rating of 102, as compared 

with the national average of 98, and is renov-med as the world ' s best market for modern home 

equipment and farm machinery. In 1953, the Iowa farmer enjoyed an average gross income per 

farm of $11,000 . 

I O W A R A I L N E T W O R K A T T R A C T S 
INDUSTRY ON THE RIGHT TRACK 

Industry is on the right track when it considers Iowa's impressive network 

of railroads as a vital advantage in transportation economy, the Iowa Development Commission 

states . 

There are 194 towns located in 78 of Iowa 1s 99 counties served by two or 

more railroads and providing efficient transpor t ation for raw materials and products which 

require national distribution. 

With increasing freight rates, shorter hauls are an important factor in 

lowering the unit cos t of distribution, and industries are establi shing branch plants near 

their markets to minimize transportation costs on raw materials and finished products. 

James R. Allen, manager of International Harvester Company's industrial 

engineering and construction department, has stated that "the i deal plant site should be 

served by at least two railroads , You get better service and better rates," he says. 

Iowa can consistently proclaim the advantage of its central geo6raphic 

location favorable to any manufacturer who has need of national distribution for his products 

Twelve major railroad systems serve Iowa over a network of 8,584 miles of rails, placing the 

state fourth in the nation in railroad mileage. No point in Iowa is more than 13,6 miles 

from a railroad. 



FOR RELEASE on Jul1_ 6th, 1954: 

MACHINE 
I N C R E A S E 

T O O LS 
S T A T E 

F R O M 2 6 0 I O W A P L A N T S 
I N D U S T R I A L C A P A C I T Y 

A total of 260 Iowa metal industries provide increased output of machine 

tools for the entire state , the Iowa Development Commission reports . 

These companies in Iowa produce such equipment as ordnance and accessories , 

furniture and fixtures, primary metals, fabricated metals , machinery, electrical machinery, 

transportation equipment, instruments and related products , and miscel laneous manufactures . 

Fourteen plants each employ more than 1,000 workers . 

Fifteen plants employ between 500 and 1,000 men, while 23 such industr ies 

have between 250 and 500 employees . Sixty- four manufacturers of machine t ools empl oy between 

100 and 250 men , 63 plants empl oy between 50 and 100, and 81 companies each report employment 

of 20 to 50 , according to figures released by Steel magazine . 

The production of machine tools by Iowa's metal industries serves to increas e 

the output of finished. products by each worker , thus adding greater weal th and prosper ity to 

the state's economy, through higher wages and better standards of living . 

I O W A F A R M S D O M I N A T E 
I N C R O P P R O D U C T I O N 

u . s . 
RECORD 

Corn, oats, soybeans , hay, red clover seed, popcorn , and timothy seed. from 

Iowa farms dominated the nation's crop production record , last year , accordi ng to the Iowa 

Development Commission . 

As usual, Iowa ranked first in the nation in the value and production of 

corn with a total yield of over 581 million bushels and valued at more than $871 million , 

Illinois ranked second and Minnesota third in the value of production of corn, as reported 

by the U. S. Department of Agriculture . 

The value of Iowa's oats crop during 1953 also lead the nation and constitut

ed nearly $116 million, with Minnesota second. Total production of soybeans found Iowa third 

among the forty-eight states, with over 34 million bushels, while Iowa ranked fourth in the 

nation in the value of hay production, with nearly t l20 million. 

Iowa ranked fifth in value of the red clover seed crop , last year, with a 

tot al of nearly $2 million, while in popcorn production, Iowa ranked second in the u. s. , with 

a market value of over $1½ million. 

Iowa again ranked first in production of timothy seed in 1953, with over 

8 million pounds, having a value of more than $1 million. 



FOR RELEASE on July 13th, 1954 : 

I O W A F O U R T H A M O N G S T A T E S 
I N E M P L O Y M E N T D U R I N G M A Y 

Iowa r anked fourth among the forty - eight states i n the percentage of em

ployed workers during the month of May, 1954, according to t he Iowa Development Commission . 

With an insured unemployment of only 2 ,8 per cent , as compared with the 

national average of 5 .8 per cent , dur ing the same period, Iowa's volume of unemployment among 

covered wor kers decreased by 1 ,8 per cent from the Febr uary month ' s average of 4 ,6 per cent, 

while the national average during February was r eported as 6 per cent by the U. S , Departm€nt 

of Labor . 

The seasonal spring decline in insured unemployment constitutes a clear 

t r end toward market security and industr ial stability thr oughout Iowa , with an insur ed un

employment of 4 . 4 per cent r eported during Mar ch of this year, as compared with the national 

aver age of 6 . 0 per cent, and an insured unemployment of 4 , 6 per cent t he previous month , as 

compar ed with a simi l ar national aver age , 

During May , onl y Texas , Nebraska, and Sout h Dakota disclosed more favorable 

insured unempl oyment decreases than Iowa . 

I O W A F O R E M O S T 
C A T T L E , H O G S , 

I N S L A U G H T E R O F 
S H E E P A N D L A M B S 

Iowa agai n made t he number slaughtered and total live weight of cattle, 

hogs , sheep and lambs , seem as s imple as 1- 2-3 , as the state placed firs t in t he nation in 

the slaught er of hogs, second in sheep and lamb slaughter, and third in cattle slaughter , the 

I owa Development Commission reports . 

During the peri cd from January thr ough May of this year , the total Iowa 

hog slaught er constituted mor e than one billion pounds , wi t h well over 4 mi llion head 

sl aughter ed, according to f i gures r eleased by t he Agricultural Marketing Service of the 

U. S . Depar tment of Agricultur e. 

In addition , Iowa r anked second in the nation in sheep and l amb slaughter, 

with nearly 700 , 000 head slaughter ed for a t ot al live weight of mor e than 71 million pounds . 

California lead the states in sheep and lamb s laughter , wi t h New York third , 

With a t otal of 769 , 000 head of cattle slaughte r ed during the five-month 

per iod , as well as over 757 million pounds total l ive wei ght, Iowa placed third among states 

in cat t l e s l aughter; with Califo r ni a firs t and I llinois second. 



FOR RELEASE on July 20th, 1954: 

GOVERNOR'S DAY HIGHLIGHTS 
SUMMER FESTIVITIES I N IOWA 

The annual Governor's Day celebration at Clear Lake will highlight Iowa's 

summer recreational festivities, the Iowa Development Commission reports. 

State officials, legislators and special guests will attend this stage 

and water show, venetian nights parade, and the Miss Iowa pageant, beauty contest, and 

coronation ball, on July 31 and August 1, according to the Clear Lake Chamber of Corronerce . 

In addition, the cities of Shell Rock and Durant both will observe their 

centennials during the month of July, while the Centennial and Old Settlers Picnic will be 

held at Sergeant Bluff on August 19-20. 

The South Iowa Fair will be held in Oskaloosa, August 2-7, and the North 

Iowa Fair is scheduled. for August 10-15 at Mason City. At Cedar Rapids, the All- Iowa Fair 

will be held August 15-22. In addition to the Mississippi Valley Fair at Davenport, August 

will feature numerous county fairs throughout the state. 

Coronation of a hobo king and queen, mulligan stew, and a stage show will 

be included in the Hobo Day arrl National Hobo Convention at Britt, during the same month. 

IOWA'S GRACIOUS COUNTRYSIDE ABOUNDS 
WITH VISITORS FROM AROUND THE WORLD 

The Iowa Development Commission was not surprised when it opened a letter 

bearing a British postmark and examined the request of an 11-year-old girl for information 

concerning the Stat e of Iowa and concluded with the remark, 11 Mummy and Daddy think the British 

and American people should know each other better . 11 

From January 1 to July 15th of this year, over 19,000 requests for infor

mation about the state have been received by the commission, as compared to about 18,700 

during the same period last year. 

The daily mail often represents such nations as Canada, Great Britain, 

Spain, Mexico, Portugal, Ar gentina, Japan, and Australia, while the greatest number of 

domestic requests for t r avel information comes from California, Pennsylvania, New York, 

Illinois, and Washington. 

Of those more than 19,000 inquiries since the first of the year, some 2,000 

plus have concerned tourist attractions and accommodations throughout the state, with nearly 

1,500 requests for travel information having been received since April 1st. 



FOR RELEASE on July 27th, 1954: 

A F T E R 1 0 0 Y E A R S , 
BUSHELS OF CO RN 

4 B I L L I O N 
P R O C E S S E D 

Somewhat more than a hundred years ago, a historic bushel of corn was 

bought, delivered to a primitive mill, and put through a newly developed process for making 

starch, the Iowa Development Commission reports, 

The 11 grinding11 of that bushel could be considered the beginning of the 

American corn-refining industry. However, one day last week another historic bushel was 

processed by a modern corn-refining plant, This bushel was the 4-billionth to be taken 

through the mechanical steps which produce many things essential to present-day life, 

This figure is particularly significant in Iowa, the first state in the 

union to produce a billion dollar corn crop, in 1952, and an excellent indication of the 

enormity of the state's and nation's foremost grain product. 

Four billion bushels of corn would fill enough boxcars to make a train 

nearly 20,000 miles l ong, which would reach across the nation seven times , On the basis of 

average yields per acre, a cornfield of 140,000 square miles--more than the area of Ohio, 

Indiana, and Illinois combined--would be needed to grow 4 billion bushels, according to the 

Corn Industries Research Foundation, Inc, 

Among the products made through conversion of corn are such items as 

starch, soap, salad dressing, plastics, synthetic fabrics, as well as processes contributing 

to the production of penicillin and various antibiotics , 

F A M I L I E S I N 
BRING HOME 

I O W A C A N 
T H E B A C O N 

When the bread-winners get together in an Iowa home, the bacon they have 

brought with them reflects a superior standard of living for the family, the Iowa Development 

Commission states. 

Of the 686,785 families throughout the state, 18.4% earned incomes in ex

cess of ~5,000, while the medi an family income of Iowans is $3,063. 

The median family income is that dividing point where t here are as many 

families receiving a lower income as there are those receiving a larger income, 

In addition, 27% of Iowa's families receive less than ~2,000 annual 

i ncome, and 42% receive from ~;2,000 to ~4,000, Nearly 20% of the families in Iowa earned 

04,000 to $6,000 annual income, and over 11% of the families in the state enjoyed incomes 

of $6,000 to more than $10,000 per year, 



FOR RELEASE on August 3rd , 1954: 

C H E M I C A L I N D U S T R Y 
NE ARLY 400 PLANTS 

T O T A L S 
IN IOWA 

Everything from rat poison and foot remedy to vitamin pill s and fertilizer 

are being produced by nearly 400 Icwa firms engaged in, the processing of chemicals and allied 

products , the Iowa Devel opment Commission reports . 

In 1951, there were 5, 875 persons employed in chemical industries through

out the state , with a ttvalue added 11 by manufacture of chemical and allied products over ~71 . 
million . A tctal of 370 chemical processing companies were recorded as having plants in Iowa 

during that same year , with preparation of such products as animal and vegetabl e oils and 

fats ; inorganic and organic chemicals; drugs , med~cines , and botani cal products; f ertilizers; 

paints and varnishes; and soaps, cleaning and polishing preparations . 

In addition, a nwnber cf miscellaneous products reported include cosmetics , 

perfumes , and toilet preparations; compressed and liquified gases ; insecticides and fungicides; 

rodent and roach poisons; disinfectants, agricultural chemicals , weed killers , and even spray 

deodorants . 

Nearly So new chemical plants have come to Iowa since 1945 , and constitute 

a valuabl e industry in the state 1 s diversified economy . 

I O W A H A S O V E R O N E M I 1 L I O N 
R E G I S T E R E D M O T O R - V E H I C L E S 

Iowa was one of twenty states reporting more than one million motor -vehicle 

registrations, last year, the Iowa Development Commission states . 

With a total of 1 , 125,551 motor -vehicl e registrations in 1953, the state r e

ported a 3 , 2 per cent increase over the 1952 total registration of 1 , 090, 358, according to 

the Bureau of Public Roads of the U. S . Department of Commerce. 

The nation experienced an j_ncrease , last year , of more than 3 million 

vehicles over 1952 . Of the 1953 total , 46, 460,094 were passenger cars , 9,575,519 were 

trucks , and 244,251 were buses, 

Iowa ranks 16 th arnong the forty- eight states in total motor -vehicle regis 

trations during 1953 , Motor- vehicles consumed about 43 billion gallons of gasoline and 

other fuels throughout the nation, during that year , with state taxes on gasoline ranging 

from 3 to 7 cents per gallon for an average of 5 ,1 cents per gallon . 

The state tax on gasoline in Iowa is presently 5 cents per gallon . 



FOR RELEASE on August 10th , 195h : 

FOURTH - ANNUAL 
T O V I S I T T E N 

F A R M Y O U T H T O U R 
IOWA INDUS TR IE, S 

The fourth-annual IOWA FARM YOUTH TOUR, sponsored by the Iowa Development 

Commission ~n cooperation with the Iowa Farm Bureau Federation, will tentatively visit ten 

Iowa industries this fall, according to Ted R. Leighton, tour director . 

It is the purpose of this 600-mile chartered-bus tour to provide rural 

youth leaders with an opportunity to study first-hand the importance of industry to an ex

panding economy, the effect of industry upon community social structures, and the inter

dependence of farm and factory, Leighton stated. 

Approocimately 38 delegates from Hawkeye rural communities will be rewarded 

the tour for their outstanding achievements as members of 4- H clubs, Future Farmers of 

America chapters , Boy Scout Troops, and Young People's Assembly units . 

With a five - day schedule from September 6-10, the tour expects to visit 

the Viking Pump Company in Cedar Falls; the Rath Packing Company in Waterloo; the John Deere 

Company in Dubuque; the E. I . Du Pont de Nemours & Company in Clinton: the Alcoa plant at 

Bettendorf; and the H.J . Heinz Company in Muscatine . 

In addition, inspections will be made of the Sylvania Electric Company in 

Burlington; the W. A. Sheaffer Pen Company in Fort Madison; the Hydroelectric Dam at Keokuk , 

along with the Keokuk Electro-Metals plant, as well as a tour of the Iowa State House in 

Des Moines . 

R U S S I A N E N C Y C L O P E D I A 
T H F, C A P I T A L I S T S T A T E 

A P P R A I S E S 
0 F "A I O V A" 

Folks from the Great State of Iowa will literally be "seeing red" when they 

hear about the Russian appraisal of AIOVA (the USSR spelling of Iowa) published in the Great 

Soviet Encyclopedia, guesses the Iowa Development Commission . 

The Communist volume admits that , 11 Aiova has a very developed agricul ture, 

mostly directed toward raising corn and feeding livestock . But whereas in 19Sh there were 

209,000 farms and 9 million hectares of land under cultivation, the number of farms has de

creased. Now the bulk of produce is grown by the large capitalist farms. " 

The one - quarter page estimation of 11Aiova" assures us that, "all the farmers 

are greatly dependent upon the banks and are heavily in debt, 11 with this purported debt to ban:--

11equal to about fifty per cent of the value of all farms . " 

With such an acute condition brought to its attention, the Iowa Development 

Commission reports, however, that no relief bundles from Russia have yet arrived to comfort 

the poverty-stricken Iowa farmer . 



FOR RELEASE on August 17th, 1954: 

IOWA EDUCATIONAL LEVEL 
HIGHEST IN THE NATIO N 

When the 1950 federal census reported that persons 25 years old and older 

had an aver age of little more than nine years of formal schooling, even mor e revealing of the . 
differences in educational opportunity is the per cent having compl eted less than f ive years 

of schooling, according to the Iowa Devel opment Commission . 

Iowa had only 3. 9 per cent of its populati on 25 year s of age and ol der with 

less than five years of schooling, the lowest functional illiteracy in the nation, as com

pared with the U. S. average of 11 per cent . Louisiana reported 28 , 7 per cent of its popul a

tion 25 or over with less than five years schooling, while in 17 states , at least 10 per cent 

of the populati on of this age group is educationally deficient . 

The medi an number of s chool years completed by these persons was 9.3 in 

the, national average , as compared with Iowa 1 s 9. 8 years of school ing . A total of 5 per cent 

of Iow~' s population 25 years of age or older have completed four or more years of col lege . 

About 5½ million children between the ages of 5 and 17 were not enroll ed 

in school in 1950, states the National Education Association, while 85 per cent of Iowa ' s 

school- age children wer e enrolled in school during that year , ranking third in the nation 

in regular attendance • 

Another way of detecting educational differences among t he states is through 

the number of pupils per teacher and, in 1950- 51, the country averaged 24.1 pupils per teacher 

in public elementary and secondary s chools , However , I owa ranked fourth in the nati on with 

18 ,2 pupils per teacher at that time. 

C E N T U R Y V A U L T 
A T C E N T E N N I A L 

W I L L B E S E A L E D 
I 0 W A S T A T E F A I R 

Representative Iowa documents , records , objects, and publications will be 

sealed in an airtight vault beneath a 20-foo-:. 11 spire of time 11 as a permanent memorial to the 

Centennial Iowa State Fair this fall , the Iowa Development Commission reports . 

ContributioLs of significant material reflecting contemporary Iowa will be 

assembled for preservation until the year 2054 at the bicentennial Iowa State Fair , according 

to Lloyd B. Cunningham, secretary of the Iowa State Fair Board , 

The Des Moines Register & Tribune Company has been commissioned to collect 

pertinent materials to be sealed beneath the 11 Centurl on11 monument during ceremonies at the 

fairgrounds plaza . 



FOR RELEASE on August 24th, 1951t : 

I O W A S T O R Y T 0 
I N S E P T E M B E R 

A P P E A R 
F O R T U N E 

A 12 -page editorial and advertising section, entitled, "Strategic Iowa , 

Destined for Greater Industrial Growth," will be presented in the Septemher issue of Fortune 

magazine , to tell a convincing impact story of the state ' s advantages fo r industr ial develop

ment to the top management of American business , according to the Iowa Development Commi ssion , 

which initiated the project . 

T. E. Davidson II , director of the commission, states that , "the for thcomi ng 

publication of the Iowa story in Fortune is a hallmar k in the promotion of Iowa ' s i ndustr ial re -

sources and affords us an excellent opportunity to go on permanent record for consideration in 

the expansion plans of a broad number of manufacturers throughout the nati on . 

Among the sponsors of the Fortune article are the Rock Island Railroad , 
Central Broadcasting Co . , Wallace Homestead Co . , and the Des Hoines Register & Tri bune, all of 
Des Moines ; Viking Pump Co . , Cedar Falls ; Fisher Governor Co , , .Marshalltmm; Iowa Manufacturing 
Co , , Cedar Rapids ; and the Northern Natural Gas Co , , Omaha , Nebraska , 

Electric companies thr oughout the state combined as an association in sponsor
ship of the section include the Iowa Electric Light & Power Co. , Cedar Rapids; Iowa Power~ 
Light Co . , Des Moines; Peoples ' Gas & Electric Co . , Mason City; Interstate Power Co . , Dubuque ; 
Iowa Southern Utilities Co , , Centerville ; Union Electric Power Co . , Keokuk ; I owa- Illinois Gas~ 
Electric Co . , Davenport; I owa Public Service Co . , Sioux City; and the Sac County Electric Co . , 
Odebolt . 

Iowa novelty and specialties manufacturers included as a gr oup in sponsoring 
t he program are the Newton Manufacturing Co , and the Vernon Co . , both of Newton; W. A. Sheaffer 
Pen Co , , Fort Madison ; Frank Spikins Co , , DeWitt; and the Acme Greeting Card Co . and the 
Souvenir Lead Pencil Co . , both of Cedar Rapids , 

Fortune magazine presently has a circulation of nearly 250 , 000 per issue , with 

an estimated total readership by 750 , 000 each month . 

In an effort to extend the advertising life of this program , a reprint of this 

section enclosed in the Fortune cover , will be mailed to 60 , 000 business leaders plus separate 

mailings to additional executives . 

I O W A I S M A N U F A C T U R I N G 
S M P L O Y M E N T I N C R E A S E S 

The growing manufacturing industr ies throughout Iowa are pr esently employing 32 , 000 

more Iowans than in 19h7 , the Iowa Development Commission reports . 

Last year , a total of 172,050 persons were employed in manufacturin? , an increase 

of 23 per cent over the 19u7 total of lu0,000 employees, as compared to an increase of 11 . 5 per 

cent i n non- agricultural employment, which totalled 570, 900 in 19h7 and 636 , 000 i n 1953 . 

In addition , manufacturing employment increased 12/t per cent from 1939 , with 

76,815 Iowans employed, to 1953, while non- agricultural employment showed, last year, an increase 

of 49 per cent over the 1939 total of ~27 , 300 workers . 



1' Jrt RELEASE on August 31, 195g: 

[ 0 W A'S I N C R E A S I N G E L E C T R I C 
\ T T R A C T S I N D U S T R I E S W I T H 

H O R S E P O W E R 
H O R S E - S E N S E 

The electric companies of Iowa have doubled their power production with 

1orsepower which makes good horse-sense t o expanding industries, and they plan to double it 

igai n, the Iowa Development Commission r eports~ 

Iowans have worked together to bring electric power to 98 per cent of all 

[owa homes, assuring ample power ser vice throughout the state. A vast network of high voltage 

)ower lines criss-crossing the state is being developed to provide an expressway of electric 

~nergy to every point in I owa . 

Since the end of World War II, t he state's electric companies have greatly 

Lncreased their generating capacity, with an additional 600,000 new horsepower added in less than 

LO years. However, thes e electric companies anticipate power requirements for 10 years in 

1dvance to maintain a continuous source of electrical energy for farm and factory alike, 

The I owa electric grid of interconnecting power will reduce the need for 

Lndividual companies sustaining high r eserve capacities, thus permitting less money to be tied 

1p in unused plants t hr ough capital investments and interest. 

At the same time the grid will offe r Iowa an opportunity to service any major 

Lndustrial city in the state with large quantities of electric power, this integrated power 

iystem has already maintained the 15 to 20 per cent reserve capacity recognized as an abundant 

nargin of power supply, since 19h5. 

With plenty of electric power available at low rates, Iowa electric companies 

1re operating up to date plants throughout the state, with f irm power to accomplish the hard, 

mpleasant work formerly done by strong backs a nd arms . Clean, quiet electric power helps 

Qake the farms and factories of Iowa more pleasant places in which to work. 

r H E N 
l O O L 

I O W A N S C O U N T S H E E P 
P R O D U C T I O N C O U N T S U P 

When I owans count sheep , the total wool production f or the state scarcely 

:onstitutes a black or sheepish record, the Iowa Development Commission notes . 

Iowa ranks 10th among states i n wool production, with more than 8 million 

>ounds shorn, this year , as compared to more than 7 million pounds recorded as the state's 

LVer age wool production during the 10-year average from 19)JJ to 1952, according to the U. S. 

lepartment of Agriculture. 

The total number of sheep shorn t his year also places Iowa 10th among states, 

1i th 96h, 000 sheep shorn . 



FOR RELEASE on SeEtember 7th, 1954 : 

F A R M 
I O W A 

Y O U T H T O U R 
I N D U S T R I E S 

V I S I T I N G 
T H I S W E E K 

Nearly 40 rural youth group leaders are touring prominent industrial pl ants 

in ten Iowa communities, t his week, as part of the f ourth- annual I 'J1dA FARM Y'JlJTH T'JTJR , sponsored 

by the Iowa Development Commission cooperating with the Iowa Farm Bureau Feder at ion, according 

to Ted R. Leighton , tour director , 

Delegates selected from agricultural areas throughout the state are being re

warded the tour for their oµtstandin g achievements as members of 4-H clubs , Future Farmers of 

America chapters, Rural Boy Scouts of America troops, and Iowa Rural Young People ' s Assembly units . 

It is the purpose of this 600-mile tour to provide such young men with an 

opportunity to study first -hand the i mportance of indus t ry to the state 1 s agriculture, the 

effects of industry upon community social and economic structures , and the vital interdependence 

between farm and f actory in Iowa. 

The delegat i on will vis it the Viking Pump Company in Cedar Falls , on Tues day, 

as well as the Rath Packing Company in Waterloo and t he John Deere Company in Dubuque . 

On Wednesday, the t our is scheduled to i nspect the E. I. Du Pont de Nemours 

& Con1pany in Clinton, al ong with the Alc oa plant i n Bet tPndorf and the H. J . He i nz Company in 

Muscatine . A trip to the Sylvania Elec t ric Company i n Burlington is included for tour on Thursday: 

with additional visi t s t o t he W. A, Scheaffer Pen Company in Fort Madison and the hydroelectric 

dam and Electro -Metals plant in Keokuk . 

In addition , the expense -paid tr i p will include attendance at the Old 

Settlers and Threshers Reunion in Mount Pleasant on Thursday , and will tour the State Capitol 

in Des Moines on Friday . 

I O ,,J A 'S "TI N Y" TI MOTHY 
P R O D U C T I O N S T I L L A I N I T 

S E E D 
H A Y 

Despite the decline in acreage harvested because of draught and high tempera

tures , Iowa's relatively " t i ny" timot hy seed producti on in 1954 of nearly 6½ million pounds con 

stitutes nearly 25 per cent of t he na t i onal production , the Iowa Development Commission r eports . 

The U. S. Department of Agr i culture es timates t ha t acreage harvested t his 

year will total 41 , 000 acres with a yie l d per acr e of 160 pounds clean seed , as compared with 

57, 000 acres harvested in 1953 with a yield of 175 pounds and the 10-year average of 132, 500 

acres and 166 pounds per acre . 

With the national production of timothy seed in 1953 at only 26½ million 

pounds, Iowa provided more than 36 per cent of the nation ' s supply and has produced nearly 

50 per cent of the national produc t ion during t he 10-year average f rom 1943-1952 . 



FOR RELEASE on September 14, 1954: 

S M A L L B U S I N E S S 
A S S I S T S I O W A 1 S 

A D M I N I S T R A T I O N 
M A N U F A C T U R E R S 

The actual and potential capacity of small business firms is being encouraged 

and developed in Iowa through financial loans, technical research, government contract oppor

tunities, and market analysis, the Iowa Development Commission reports. 

The Small Business Administration, es tablished in 1953, is the firs t compre

hensive peacetime independent Federal governmental agency in history creat ed for the sole pur

pose of advising, counselling, assisting, and protecting small busines s enterprise . 

It is the r esponsibility of the SBA to help competent small businessmen of 

good cha.racter qualify for financial assistance through t hat agency, and whenever a loan will 

benefit the borrower , the community, and t he economy, this organization makes ev °" ry ':lffort to 

secure loans through proper channels. 

Since the vast amount of re rnarch data on file by the Federal Government has 

been provided by tax dollars , t he SBA makes availabl e t his technical information to help small 

business management resolve its problems. 

The SBA helps small busines s firms get their fair share of government 

business by pointing out t he way to get a f air opportunity to quote on government requirements . 

At present, defense spendi ng totals more than two billion dollars per month . 

In addit i on, t he SBA acts as a clearing house between private citizens with 

ideas and patents, and privat e enterprise seeking new products to manufacture and market . 

Small business f irms in Iowa are afforded the services of the Small Business 

Admi nistration, through its branch plants located at 215 Main street in Davenport and Room 209 

of the Federal Off ice Building, 15th and Dodge streets , Omaha 2, Nebraska. 

GREA SE D PIGS, BU FF A L O, GOOSE - C A L L I N G 
I N I O W A 1 S F A L L R E C R E A T I O N A L E V E N T S 

The famous National Dairy C-attle Congress in Waterloo, October 2- 9, will 

highlight .Iowa's fall recreational events , according to the I owa Development Commission . 

At Mount Pleasant, the fifth- annual Old Settlers and Threshers Reunion is 

scheduled for September 15- 18 . I n addi t ion, free bear , buffal o, and beef will be served at 

a barbeque in Cherokee, during October . 

A greased-pig contest will be featured during Swine Day at Hampton, on 

October 9, while a Goose-Calling Contest will be held at Missouri Valley during Oc t ober, as 

well. 



FOR RELEASE on Se£tember 

EXPANSION 
V I T A L T 0 

0 F E X I S T I N G I N D U S T R Y 
COMMU N ITY DEVELOPMENT 

There is no better evidence of a community's progress in industrial develop

ment than the' support its citizens afford existing manufacturing plants, the Iowa Development 

Commission notes. 

At the same time a community invites new industries, civic leaders might 

well re-examine the status of the community's established industry. 

For example, through the efforts of the industrial sub-committee of the 

Jefferson Chamber of Commerce, recently the local Thermogray Company stock was publicalJ.y 

sold to some seventy local residents, including many employees of the plant. 

This reorganization will provide between !~25,000 and $30,000 for expansion 

of the company, which required additional capital to permit ir-ore economical purchase of 

materials and for advertising and sales expense. 

Some thirty years ago, Percy Gray had begun production of electric water 

heaters and, despite opportunities to capitalize on his investment through relocation of the 

plant, he witnessed the local development of the T~ermogray Company as sole owner until 1947, 

when it was incorporated. As late as 1941, however, the company was considered one of the 

11big four" in its field and recognized as such by the industry. 

Just as the founder of the company had faith in this Iowa community as the 

site for successful production, the people of Jefferson have shown a like faith in the future 

of Thermogray, which has an enviable reputation in the water- heating industry. 

The opportunities for expansion of local industry, made possible by the 

support of local citizens, provide concrete evidence in paving the way for new industries 

to consider a commlL.~ity as a potential plant site. 

IOWA FARMS 
MARKET FOR 

PROVIDE STABLE 
POWER MACHI N ES 

Iowa farms provide a stable and increasing market for power riachines 

employed in agricultural product ion, notes the Iowa Development Commission. 

Last year, there were 270,570 tractors reported on Iowa farms, an increase 

of approximately 10,000 over the 1952 total of 260,286 tractors, or 1.3 tractor for every 

Iowa farm,according to the Annual Farm Census of the U, S. Department of Agriculture. 

In addition, the number of grain combines on Iowa farms increased by about 

5,000 in 1953, as compared to the previous year, while the number of corn pickers increased 

by some 3,000 over the same period, 

The number of pickup hay balers increased by 4,000 and the number of motor 

trucks by 6,000 on Iowa farms, from 1952 to 1 953, 



FOR RE1,EASE on September 28 , lJ~~: 

I O W A R E T A I L V O L U M E C O N S T I T U T E S 
6 5 P E R C E N T O F S T A T E I S I N C O M E 

7 ) 
Iowa 1s retail volume of $2,643 , 050, 000 during the fiscal year ending June 30, 

1954, constitutes 65 per cent of the income payments to Iowans of i J, 954, 000,000, during 

the same period , the Iowa Development Commission reports . 

Retail tax collections for the fiscal year reached a r ecor d high of $52 , 860,994, 

as compared with the previous year 1 s total of ~52,023,807 . This retail tax is collected on 

retail sales at the approximate rate of 2¢ per dollar . 

Use taxes , assessed against industries , professional services , private utilities , 

and other businesses, during the same period, amounted to $9,739,022 , as compared with the 

~r6vious total of $8,490,915, according to the I owa State Tax Commission , 

Taxes collected in the food gro~~ increased from $13 , 347 , 246 to $13,739, 016, 

while taxes collected in the general mer chandise group totaled $13,998 , 869, as compared ~ith 

$13,969,121 a year ago . 

The furni~ure, fixtures, and equipment group also showed an increase in sales 

tax collected, with ~2,168,080, along with vending machines , which totaled $139, 815, The 

public utility and transportation group increased to $4, 014,640, in sales tax collected . 

I N D r S T R I A L D E V E L O P M E N T C L I N I C 
I S S C H E D U L E D F O R O C T O B E R 1 9 T H 

The first- annual Industrial Development Clinic, sponsored by the Iowa Development 

Commi ssion, will be held at the Hotel Savery in Des Moines, Tuesday, October 19th, according 

t o John M, Hamilt on, industrial promotion director for the commission . 

It is the purpose of this program to review those factors influencing plant 

location and expansion and to provide an opportunity for chambers of commerce and other 

organization groups interested in Industrial growt h, such as utilit ies , railroads, realtors , 

and development groups, t o participate in discussions concerning t j is phase of community 

progress , 

Major addresses will be presented by Governor William S. Beardsley and Hr , Robert 

E, Forman, Vice President of Cross & Brown Company, New York, who will discuss the 11 Factor s 

.Affect ing Industrial Location , 11 

Other topics t o be considered by various speakers and panels include, "Organ-

iz j_ng an Effec t ive Industrial Committee, 11 11 Forming an Industrial Development Corporation, 11 

1:Indust:rial Site Development , 11 11 Securing Industrial Prospects , " 11 Care and Feeding of 

Pr ospects, 11 11 Cooperation With Industrial Realtors and ?lant Locations Services," and 

"Financing New Industry Construction , u 



IONA DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
411 Central National Building 
Des Moines 9, Iowa 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE! 

PRE M IERE SHO WI N G A N D REL EA SE 
0 F A L L - I O W A M O V I E A N N O U N C E D 

The premiere showing of the All-Iowa Movie entitled 11 Iowa - Land of Plenty11 

will be held in Des Moines on Tuesday, September 28, according to T. E. Davidson II, 

Director of the Iowa Development Commission which initiated this project, 

Joining in sponsorship of t he motion picture and invited to attend this 

showing are the 110 participating firms from 31 cities scattered throughout Iowa. 

Governor William S. Beardsley will deliver t he pri ncipal address at the noon luncheon. 

"This film which is designed to promote Iowa's agriculture, industry, culture 

and recreation was eighteen mont hs in production and cost $43,125", Davidson said, "The 

film, which is a 28-minute 16 mm color and sound production, will be distributed nation

ally and throughout this stat e reaching a total audience es t imated at 18 to 20 million 

people throughout t he years it will be in use. 11 

11 This film will stres s Iowa as a fine location for expanding U.S. industryrr. , 

Davidson continued. 11 It will also make our cit izens more aware of the industries already 

in this state along with the advantages Iowa offers which has caused many of them to 

locate here, 11 

The All-Iowa Movie will be released for distribut ion to farm groups, business 

and professional associations and all ci vic, fraternal and luncheon clubs and to Iowa 

TV stations on October 1. Persons int erested in scheduling a print of this film for 

showing to any group or association should contact the Iowa Development Commission, 

411 Central National Building, Des l'1oines 9, Iowa. 



FOR RELEASE on October 51 1954: 

I O W A C O M M U N I T I E S S U P P O R T 
E X I S T I N G L O C A L I N D U S T R Y 

Last month, the confidence of two Iowa communities in their existing local 

industries was demonstrated in participation loans which totaled more than $100, 000, the Iowa 

Development Commission reports . 

At Geneva , Iowa , where the 1950 census listed a population of 242 , a loan of 

$39,840 was awarded the local Grain & Lumber Company through the Small Business Adminis tration . 

The local bank, however , accommodated the loan for the home company , which employs 9 persons . 

A J oan amounting to $72 , 0CO was also awar ded by a l ocal participating bank 

to the Wiltgen Ready Mix Concret e Products firm in Le Mars , Iowa , which has a population of 

5,844, This company employs 9 men, at the present time , 

Such financial support by local banks , having the guarantee of the SBA, pro

vides for accelerated development of existing industry in Iowa communities and indicates a 

better understanding at tit ude of capital loans toward improvement of established business . 

It is a community 1s faith and endorsement of its present i ndustrial program 

which encourages new indust ry to consider location in interes t ed Iowa towns , both large and 

small . 

As a matter of fact, 42 per cent of those 845 new indust ries located in 

Iowa from 1945 t hr ough 1953, were established in towns having less than 5 , 000 population . 

Ther efore , ever y I owa community, regardless of size , can assume that the 

efforts and actions of its citizens and local banks in supporting local industry are 

significant in at tracting new plants and increased employment opportunities . 

I O W A I S P E R C A P I T A 
P A Y M E N T S I N C R E A S E 

I N C O M E 
BY 2 5 % 

Iowa's per capita income payments to individuals incr eased by more than 25 

per cent fr om 1946 to 1953, the Iowa Development Commission rep or t s . 

11 Income payments t o individuals 11 comprises income received f r om all s ources 

and consi st s principally of wages and s al aries after deducti on of social security payments, 

propriet ors' incomes, dividends, interest, and rents , Social security benefits and similar 

i tems are also i ncluded , 

I n 1946, I owa's per capita income payments to individuals t otaled $1, 208 
and increased t o $1,518, last year, according t o t he U. S . Department of Commerce . 

The i ncreased per capita income payments to Iowans , during this period, 
reflect increased buying power and retail sales , thus stimulating the market volume of 
business . 



\ 

FOR RELEAS E on October 12i 1954: 

A L L - I O W A M O V I E 
R E C E I V E S Q U I C K 
P U B L I C A C C L A I M 

The All- Iowa movie , enti t l ed , 11 Iowa--Land of Pl enty11 , has inspired plent y 

of enthusias t ic public acc l ai m, with the showing s chedule already ttbooked up s ol id11 until 

February , 1955 , r epor t s the Iowa Devel opment Commi s sion, which i niti ated t he proj ect . 

Pending a f ew unverified commi tments , daily showings of this 28-minut e 

fi lm have been arranged f ree of charge , t hr ough January of next year, wi t h several of t he 

6 avail able pr i nts being shown twice dail y . 

This 16 mm col or and sound presentation of Iowa ' s agricul t ure , industry, 

recreat i on , and cultur e, was eight een months i n production and i s expected to r each a t ot al 

audience estimated at 18 to 20 million persons . 

Joining in sponsorship of t his $43 ; 125 mot i on pi cture wer e 110 £.:.:..•ms 

located in 31 citi es throughout t he stat e . Farm or gani zations, business and pr of essional 

associat~·.:ms , television st a t i ons , s chool s and churches , chamber3 of commerce, and var ious 

commer cial, civic , fraternal , and l uncheon clubs , have expressed i nteres t i n recei ving 

t he film, 

One such gr oup was so anxious t o see the pi cture that a r epresent ative 

of that communit y was willing t o drive 65 mi les t o return the fi lm t o Des Moi nes f or 

its next scheduled showi ng, that same day . Mor eover, he mi ssed seeing the film himsel f1 

I O WA 1 S NONF AR M E MPLOY M E N T 
I N C RE A SE S B Y N. EA R LY 4 , 0 0 0 

Employment in Iowa 1 s nonagricultural establ ishments recor ded a gain of 

3, 950 between July and August ' of this year , the Iowa Development Commission notes. 

A continued seasonal upswing in construction and fo od processi ng con-• 

t ributed to t he empl oyment advance in I owa , according to the Empl oyment Secur ity Commission , 

With construct i on activ ity continuing i t s uptrend , over - all emp l oyment f or this gr oup 

exceeded the pr evious month ' s total by appr oximately 1 , 000 wor ker s , 

Durabl e goods factories chalkerl up significant gains and t emporary employ

ees added to the payr olls of canni ng plant s and other f ood processing fi r ms regi ster ed t he 

most outs tanding gain in the manufa cturing field during this period . 

In addi t i on , t he Iowa empl oyment pi ct ure appear s in a highly favorabl e 

posit i on when compar ed wi th t he nat i onal dr op of 3 , 9 per cent , 



FOR RELEASE on October 19th! 

I O W A N S R O L L I N G T H E D O U G H 
IN AMERICA'S BREAD BASKET 

Iowa ranks high by any standard, even when the standard is a comparison 

per!,!!!!! among the dozen North Central states considered "The Bread Basket of America," the 

Iowa Development Commission reports. 

Recently, a state association published a pamphlet comparing Illinois, 

Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, }'lissouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South 

Dakota, and Wisconsin, with per farm rankings. 

This folder bears the headline, "I'm Glad you Asked That C;uestion, " and 

proceeds to answer twenty economic inquiries which might come to mind, Iowans can be glad 

these questions were asked, too, since the Hawkeye state ranks first even on a per f!!1!! basis 

more than one- third of the time. 

It is interesting to note that, despite its leadership in cash income per 

farm, cash receipts per~ from hogs and eggs, cash income per~ from livestock and live

stock products, average value of chickens per~, average number of hogs per farm, the values 

of land and buildings, as well as corn produced per~ in 1953, etc., Iowa's average acreage 

per farm in 1950 was only 168·. 7. 

Kansas showed an average acreage per farm of 370, with an average of 183,6 

acres in Minnesota, 442.9 acres in Nebraska, 629,9 acres in North Dakota, and no less than 674 

acres in South Dakota. 

Even though such per~ comparisons are questionable because of the great 

variance in the number of acres per farm in each state, Iowa still ranks 8th among the 48 

states in cash income per £arm during 1953. Iowa was preceded by such states as Arizona, with 

farms averaging 3,833.7 acres, Colorado with 832.7 acres, California with 266.9 acres, and 

Nevada with average acreage per farm of 2,271.2. 

I O W A I S C O L L E G E E N R O L L M E N T S 
I N C R E A S E B Y 3 , 0 O O S T U D E N T S 

Enrollments in Iowa's 50 public and private colleges and universities is 

higher by 3,189 students this fall than it was in 1953-54, the Iowa Development Commission notea 

A total of 36,453 students are enrolled throughout Iowa, this fall, accord-

ing to a report released by the Iowa College Presidents aeeociation, with an increase in fresh

man students of 1,590 and an increase of 354 transfer students with previous college experience 

The number of student veterans using the G. I. Bill increased also, from 3,0R9 in 1953 to h,548 

this fall. 
Iowa's 23 junior colleges, including seven privatPly owned institutions, havf, 

3,337 students enrolled, this fall, an increase of 13 per cent over the 1953 total of 2,949 

students enrolled. 



FOR RELEASE on Octobe r 26thi 195u : 

N E A R L Y 2 0 0 
I N D U S T R I A L 

A T T F N D F I R S T I O W A 
DEVE L OPMEN T CLI N IC 

Nearl y 200 chambe r of commerce executives and business men from 5u I owa 

communit i es and six other states attended t he first -annual I owa Industrial Development Cl inic 

sponsor ed by the Iowa Development Commiss i on , accor ding to John M. Hami lton, industrial pro

motions director . 

Alber t E. Redman of Columbus , Ohio , pres ident of the American Industrial 

Development Council , cit ed community pride as the "No. 1 r equisite for any community i n 

obt aining either a large f ac t or y or a division of some corpora tion . 11 

Industrial decentralization , on the part of industry itself and on t he par t 

of government f or securi t y reasons, is ushering in a new era , Redman said. 

11 There is a changed philosophy abroad today ," he asse r ted. "Communities 

are beginning t o r eal ize mo r e fully t hat indus t r ies help build communi ties , that the coming 

of a new industry means not only addi t i onal t ax re venue but increased busines s of every type . 11 

Governor Wi l liam S , Beardsley , who appeared befor e t he one -day clinic , 

compli mented I owa 's chamber s of commerce fo r t heir effo rts to ful fil l the need f or increased 

industri al development thr oughout the s t ate and cited cooper ation between state government 

and local communities as essenti al i n r eali zing I owa 's great i ndustrial pot ential . 

Various phases of i ndus trial pr omotion were consider ed in a panel dis cus s i on 
' 

in whi ch John D. Adams , general secretary of the Des Moines Chamber of Commerce, described 

11 0rganizing An Effective Industrial Committee . 11 

Geor ge Davison, manager of the Cli nton Chamber of Commerce , discussed 

11Formi ng An Industrial Development Cor po r at i o~," and Homer D. Gill , manager of the Carroll 

Chamber of Commerce , descri bed, 11 Industr i al Si t e Development. 11 

Paul K. tiyers , manage r of the Waterloo Chamber of Commerce , named various 

sources i n "Securing Indus t r ial Prospects '1 and Robe r t Caldwel l, manager of the Cedar Rapids 

Chamber of Commerc e , told civi c leaders i n attendance to "be natural 11 in the "Care and Feed

ing of Prospec t s . " 

Howar d D. Bessire , manager of th~ Council Bluffs Chamber of Commerce, dis -
. 

cussed "Cooperation With Industri al Realtor s and Plant Locations Services , 11 and John W. Sloan ; 

r epres enti ng the Equi table Life As sur ance Societ y of f1 i nneapolis , t" innesot a , addr es sed the 

clinic concerning 11Financing New Indus try Construc t i on . 11 

T. E. Davids on II , director of the Iowa Development Commiss ion, described 

the "Role of t he Iowa Development Commission11 i n i ndustrial development . 



FOR RELEASE on November 2nd1 1954: 

F R O M S H O W R O O M T O F A R M Y A R D 
NEW CA RS APPEAL TO IO WANS 

3 3 0 , The new model aut omobiles unwrapped in showrooms across the country 

nave a distinct appeal to Iowans throughout t he state , rep or t s the Iowa Development 

Commission. 

The United States produces 76 per cent of t he world ' s passenger cars , 

and Iowa provides an abundant market for thes~ proud , chrome- domed carriages. Last year, 

a t otal of 100 , 797 new mot or vehicle regis t r ati ons of passenger cars was recorded in Iowa, 

an i ncrease of mor e than 40 per cent over the previous year ' s tctal of 71 , 700. 

This special attention to motoring is a natural result of Iowa's ranking 

first in the nation in the percentage of farms having automobiles , as disclosed by the 1950 

census report . 

In addition, Iowa ranked 16th in the U.S., last year, in passenger car 

registrations, with a total of 913, 272 cars registered, an increase of more than 3 per cent 

over the 1952 total registration. 

There were approximately 1, 419 passenger car dealers in Iowa , during the 

first of this year , with an estimated 1,336,214 drivers in the state . 

IOWANS DROVE 
TO INDUSTRIAL 

MORE THAN 6, 0 0 0 MILES 
D E V E L O P M E N T C L I N I C 

A total of 195 Iowans from 54 communities throughout the state drove 

6,374 miles to attend the first- annual Industrial Development Clinic, sponsored by the Iowa 

Development Commission, according to John M. Hamilton, industrial promotions director . 

Representatives from Charles City traveled a total of 804 man- miles , with 

6 persons in at tendance, while a delegation of 5 persons fr om Mapleton traveled a total of 

• 
760 man-miles . Four representatives from Dubuque traveled 756 man-miles, and 5 persons from 

Malvern traveled 750 man-miles to attend the clinic, held in Des Moines on Oct ober 19th. 

With the exception of Des .Moines, Creston was represented with the mcs0 

legates , witL a total of 9 persons pr esent , followed .by Ames with 7, Charles City and 

·s City wi th 6 per sons each, and Malvern, Mapleton, and Mason City all with 5 persons 

i.n a 0tendance . 

Excluding those in attendance from six other s tates , the representative 

'apids, Iowa, traveled the longest distance of 258 miles , 
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