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PART 1 
AN EXPLANATION OF THE IOWA SYSTEM OF 

OLD AGE ASSISTANCE 

A Radio Address by Byron G. Allen, Superintendent 
Old Age Assistance Commission 

before the Conopus club luncheon at Younker's tea room , Des Moines, 
Mouday, June 4, 1934, at 1: 00 p. m. , broadcast over the 

Central Broadcasting company's station WHO. 

THE IOWA OLD AGE ASSISTANCE ACT 

In midaiternoon, March 16th of this year, two Iowa daily news­
paper presses began to "roll"; one was the Mount Ple-asant News 
and the other was the Hawkeye-Gazette, published at Burlington. 
Their respective editions were soon on the streets and later that 
day t he subscribers were reading the news. 

Buried on an inside page of each paper, alongside other legal 
notices, was one, which under the law, was intended to notify all 
the people of the State that the Forty-fifth General Assembly 
in extraordinary session had passed, and the governor had signed, 
a bill known as senate file 42, an act providing for the protection, 
welfare and assistance of aged persons in need who are citizens 
of the United States and residents of the state of Iowa. 

Joined Many Sister States 

Thus on the eve of St. Patrick's day, Iowa joined twenty-eight 
of her sister states and the territories of H awaii and Alaska, in 
establishing what is popularly known as an '' old age pension sys­
tem." The citizens, through their duly elected representatives, 
had decided that no oldtimer, man or woman, who had helped to 
settle and pioneer this pr airie state, should, on account of old 
age, suffer. for the lack of food, clothing, shelter and reason able 
comfort. 

As I view changed economic and social conditions in this state, 
it seems strange that we Iowans have waited until so very r ecently 
to begin to make life easier and more secure for those who may 
have the ill-luck to reach old age without either earning poweT' 
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or savings. In fact, we Americans, through our national and 
state governments, have lagged behind thirty foreign countries 
in the establishment of a system to safeguard our elderly people. 
Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, 
Czecho-Slovakia, Denmark, ][inland, France, Germany, Great 
Britain, Greece, Greenland, Iceland, Irish Free State, Italy, Jugo­
Slavia, Luxemberg, 'l'he Netherlands, Newfoundland, New Zealand, 
Norway, Portugal, Roumania, Spain, Sweden, South Africa and 
Uruguay, all have preceded the states of' our union in the estab­
lishment of old age pensions, or as most foreign countnes term 
the system, old age insurance. 

Our great neighbor to the north, Canada, through its various 
provincial governments, has had many years of experience with 
the pensions for the aged. It might be interesting to note that 
altogether there are about 35,000 old folks on the Canadian old 
age pension rolls. Only about 5,000 of these were born in Canada 
and 450 are American born. 

Like the United States, Canada was m large part settled and 
built by those of foreign birth. The Canadiaris, therefore, be­
lieve in the theory that after a person has worked in their prov­
inces and communiti es for many years of their lives, say fifteen 
or twenty, and have become citizens of the Dominion, it is no 
longer civilized to allow them to suffer just because they are too 
old to work. 

In the Oriental countries, China for example, religion teaches 
folks that they will not prosper in this world, and will suffer in 
the next, if they do not take care of their old peo,ple. So,, old 
age pensions are not needed in China, but it seems that nearly 
everywhere else in the world , old folks need the power of the 
state to aid them. 

Backed by Powerful Lobby 

When the bill was pending before the legislature, two powerful , 
organized groups of citizens, which had been wo,rking for many 
years to educate public opinion in the cause of security for the 
aged, had their representatives on hand to work for the interests 
of the measure. I r efer now to the Iowa State Federation of 
L abor and the Frat e·rnal Order of Eagles . . 

The passage of the old age pension bill was a platform pledge 
of the state Democratic party, and Governor Herring throughout 
the session held it to be a problem of maj or impartance to be 
dealt with during his administration. The democratic majority 
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was joined by an overwhelming number of republicans. 'fhe 
sponsors in the Senate were Republicans Frailey and Kimberl:,j 
while the leading House advocates were Democratic Representa­
tives Donlon and 'l'eter. When the bill was on its final roll calls, 
only nine of the 158 members of the general assembly saw fit to 
vo te against it. • 

.An '' old age peru;ion' ' is not a pension, in the manner which we 
have come to think of war veterans' pensions. It is not something 
that everyone is entitled to upon attaining a ceirtain specified age. 
It is not a uniform amount, set by law, and payable to every 
eligible person in like amount. 

Old Age P ension Defined 

Instead, the old age pension is a monthly cash payment to aged 
persons in amount proportioned to their needs, such needs being 
due to financial misfortune, economic conditions, or inability to 
have accumulated a reserve during the earning period of their 
lives. It is the avowed purpose of the system to, assure them, that 
they will be able to secure the necessities of life without the 
odium of pauperism and without undue burden to t heir family 
and friends . The system is intended to banish the fear of de­
pendency and the county home. It has the avowed purpose of 
protecting the welfare of little children-grandchildren who under 
the Iowa law, in force since 1851, might be deprived of many 
things in order that their grandparents be given even a bare 
existence. 

Iowa's Law Comparat ively Liberal 

The Iowa law is one of the most liberal that has ever been en­
acted in the United States. It is based on the needs of th.e indi­
Yidual. It does not require an investigation of the family skele­
tons or inquiry into the many questions of moral turpitude. It 
makes the age of eligi,bility, 65 rather than 70, as is the case in 
mo,;;t states. The Iowa maximum allowance per individual is 
$25.00 and not $20.00 per month, as in some commonwealths, 
and is available to both man and wife. 

The provisions of the property ownership and estate r ecovery 
sections of the law, contrary to the belief of many critics, are 
most liberal when compared to the laws of other states. 

'l'he Iowa law is far ahead of the statutes of other states, in 
my opm10n. I am not accusing it of being overly liberal, but I 
want you to get the r ecord straight. I want you to know whereof 
you speak when you, as citizens, discuss the Iowa program with 
yonr friends and neighbors. 
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I want you to realize that Iowa has taken a long step away from 
our medieval public policy in force here since 1851, wherein the 
children and male granrl cbiluren are made entir ely responsible 
for the care of IJRl'cnts and grandparents, regardless of financial 
ability and regardless of the suffering oftimes pr oduced. Some 
poorly informed persons, who n ever were concerned about that old 
statute and who never offered a helping hand during the thr ee 
sessions in ·which the Iowa legislature had pending old age pension 
bills before it, are the most active critics of the day . 

Provisions of Law Summarized 

Briefly, some of the more important provisions of the Iowa law 
may be summarized as follows : 

To qualify, the applicant for an old age pension shall be 65 years 
of age or older ; shall have been a cit izen of the United States for 
15 years, a resident of Iowa for 10 years ;rnn ::i r esinent of the 
county from ·which he makes application for at least two years ; 
shall not have an annual income of more than one dollar a day 
(exclusive of certain exemptions of $100.00 per year) ; shall 
not be an inmate of any j ail or penal instit ution at t he time 
of making application ; and shall not be more than three years 
delinquent in t he payment of any of t he annual per capita 
taxes. 

Application Blanks Being Printed 
Applications for pensions are to be made to the old age assistance 

boards of the several counties as soon as the necessary forms, now 
being printed, are delivered and the personnel of the boards has 
been announced. 

The old age pension system is administered by a bipartisan 
state commission of three members, known as the old age assist­
ance commission. The members of the commission are Mrs. E. R. 
Meredith of Ames, A . L . Urick of Des Moines and John F. Porter­
field of Hamburg. 

The state office is under the direction of a superintendent, se­
lected by the commission, and who happens to be this speaker. 

Th~ county boards are bipartisan. The members are named by 
the supervisors of the respective counties. One member of each 
county board is to be a woman. 

Applications for assistan ce are made to these county boards a nd 
final approval r ests with the state commission. Wher e injustice is 
tbon i:tht to have been done, an appeal may be made to the district 
l:OUl't. 



'l'he certificate of the state commission entitling a person to re­
ceive an old age pension must be renewed annually. 

A person whose application for a pension has been rejected, may 
again apply 12 months from t he date of the rejection. 

Tax One Dollar This Year 
'l' he $2.00 per year supporting per capita tax will be paid by all 

persons 21 years of age or older . 'I'he payment which is due now 
and becomes delinquent July 1, 1934, is $1.00 p,er person. 'l'he 
individual payments are to be made to the county treasurer. 

The law makes it mandatory for the employer to ,assist in collect­
ing the per capita tax and he is empow,ered to withhold the amount 
of the tax from the salary or wages o,f the employee. Furthermore, 
the employer is liable in case the employe is found in anears in his 
payments of the tax. The employer remittances are to be made 
directly to the t r easur,er of state. 

The tax is collected similarly and, after this year, partly in lieu 
of poll taxes. The funds thus raised accrue to the cr edit of the 
state old age pension fund. 

The act will not be fully effective until July 1, 1935, but where 
extreme need is shown, pensions may be paid, beginning with the 
month of November of this year. 

To make application for assistance, the aged person should se­
cure a blank from the county old age assistance board. The bo,ard, 
with whom the aged applicant will have contact, will probably be 
housed in the various courthouses of the state and will be on hand 
to conduct the affairs of their office at given intervals during the 
year. 'I'hese positions are not full time and are filled by public­
spirited citizens who serve without pay. 

Process Greatly Simplified 

The original application blank is simplified for convenic,nce in 
handling by the elderly applicants. This is to be filled out, sign ed 
by the applicant, and sworn to before a notary public. 

A second form is to be sworn to and requires only foe signature 
of the applicant. It is an interview blank containing questions to 
be answer ed by the applicant, which answers are to be r ecorded by 
a representative or member of the county board, There is no r ed 
tape t o discourage elderly people and the procedure is made as 
easy as possible for them. 

In l his p rocedur e it is the determined purpose of the state com-
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mission that the entire process shall be handled intelligently and 
above all else, iB a kindly manner. 

Each county board will then act in the manner of a jury to re­
view the claims of the individual applicants in their county. 
Whether the application is approved or disapproved, it will be for­
warded to the office of the state old age assistance commission, 
which in turn will have an opportunity to review the application 
from the various counties ,and make final allowance on pensions. 
This procedure is necessary in order that some degree of uniformity 
may be carried out as between the various counties, and as between 
persons in similar circumstances residing in various sections of the 
state. 

P ensions Awarded by Comm ission 

The county boards are investigating bodies and are empowered 
to make their recommendations to the state commission, for it is 
through the commission that pensions are paid. 

A. part of the old age pension fund will, in effect, become a 
revolving fund wherever an aged property owner may, because of 
the lack of cash income, become the recipient of an old age pension. 
In such case the state will be entitled to a secondary lien against the 
pensioner's property in the sum of the assistance given plus an in­
terest charge. After the demise of both the husband and wife, the 
administrator of the estate will be charged with the duty of settling 
the claim of the old age pension fund against such estate. Should 
the value of the estate be more than the old age pension fund claim 
against it, the r emainder will go to the heirs. The funds thus 
r ecovered are made availa,ble for the benefit of other elderly people, 
who may become similarly situated. 

Applicant Need Not D eed Property 

D espite a strenuous effort on the part of the state comm1ss10n 
to disseminate correct information r elative to the provisions of the 
Q.Ct, many people seem to be of the opinion that an aged applicant 
for assistance, who is a property owner , must first deed his property 
to the state in order to secure that assistance. This misunderstand­
ing of the provisions of the law is unfounded. 

Only, when there is evidence of an attempt to defraud the state 
by the waste or dissipation of an esta,te, does the Iowa law provide 
for the conveyance of the property of a pensioner to the state. 
The current misunderstanding of this feature of the bill originates, 
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I believe, from reports by those who have. not understood the pro­
visions of section 16 of the act which gives the. commission power 
to r equire a deed of property from anyone receiving .assistance, 
when such action is deemed necessary to protec,t the interests of 
the old age pension fund. 

It was not the purpose of the Iowa legislature to deprive any 
aged person, or an aged man and his wife, of their property, par­
ticularly their home. Instead it was the thought of the legislators 
to aid any aged couple now residing in a home of their own, but 
who, for want of income, are suffering and are being deprived of 
the mere necessities of life. 

It is a sad plight for any aged couple to find themselves in their 
own property, which they must either sell at a greatly reduced 
price under present-day depressed conditions, or depend on the 
bounty of their friends and family . There are many cases where 
both neighbors and relatives may be having a terrific struggle of 
their own, to keep the wolf from the door. It is impossible for 
these elderly folks to take bricks from the chirm1ey of the home 
they own, and exchange them at the grocery store for food. 

Heirs Not to be Benefic iaries 

On the other hand, it was not the intention of the Iowa legisla­
ture that the assistance system should come to the aid of aged per­
sons merely to enable their heirs to be the recipients of the meagre 
estate of a parent, a grandparent, or that of an uncle. Such a 
system would make necessary a financial overhead which would be 
burdensome indeed! Rather, the Iowa policy is to assure a monthly 
income, whereby fear and want may be dispelled, and the elderly 
people may feel secure in their own home, surrounded by their own 
family and fr iends and without that haunting injury to their pride 
which accompanies dependency. 

Governor Herring's Statement 

Shortly after he had signed the measure, Governor Clyde L. 
Herring in a radio address, said : 

'' Independence in old age hinges upon more than the will to 
save. It hinges upon a wage large enough to permit savings, and a 
per iod of employment long enough for the accumulation of a r e­
serve fund. State and federal investigations furnish proof that the 
wages of millions of men and women in the United States do not 
allow for reasonably comfortable, or even decent, living. 'rhere 
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.s, therefOTe, no margin of safety to cover emergencies arising from 
sickness, accident, and unemployment. 

'' Even millions who do r eceive a saving wage while working 
cannot lay by enough for old age before they are 'scrapped' for 
younger employees. Under the stress of competition, mass pro­
duction, and new inventions; the earning pe,riod has been so short­
ened that in many industries, men of 45 are considered too old to 
hold their jobs or to be placed in new ones. Their saving period is 
ended before they have had time to provide for old age." 

President Roosevelt's Statement 

In 1930, when President Franklin D. Roosevelt was governor of 
New York, he said: ''Doesn't it occur to you that saving for old 
age may sometime, yes, many times, look like utter selfishness on 
the part of parents. It is easier to spend for better health and 
higher education and other advantages for your children.'' 

''Besides,'' added Governor Roosevelt, '' all this old age pension 
law does is to carry on what we have already been doing, more or 
less, -ever since this government was founded. Yv e have recognized 
our obligations to the unfortunate. 'l'his law does not mean the 
spending of many millions on the fortunate aged; it means spend­
ing a few millions on the unfortunate, aged and making the inde­
pendence of their old age a secure and certain thing.'' 

Further in that interview, Governor Roosevelt said: 

'' Mechanized industry does not seem to need old people. I have 
a lurking suspicion that our very progress toward permanent pros­
perity may mean that more security than a mere alms house should 
be given to the aged.'' 

Removes Some Uncertainty 

The old age assistance system removes some of the uncertainty 
of life, for what man today can predict, with unerring foresight, 
what his financial and earning power will be in forty, twenty or 
even five years . . 

In proof of this uncertainty, I quote S. H. Winn, in charge of 
old age pensions in British Columbia, who said recently: '' There 
are many instances of distinguished and prominent people, in good 
circumstances during middle life, who through misfortune, bad 
investments and other causes, and outliving their expectancy of 
life, have r eached their declining years without the necessities of 
life. I can recall the case of the widow of a lieutenant governor of 
one of the Canadian pro-vinces, the widow of the mayor of one 
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of Canada's largest cities, a former member of Parliament, a former 
cabinet minister and others, who through misadventure found the 
old age pension a source of comfort in the evening of their lives. 
Eighty per cent of the pensioners, however, are manual workers 
during their earning period. In the vast majority of cases an 
honest endeavor was made to pr~vide for old age. Few, however, 
were able to make sufficient provision to can·y them through a 
prolonged period of inactivity. There are scores of pensioners m 
their nineties and a few who have passed the century mark." 

Once Prominent and Wealthy 

In my office at the state house, I can show you hundreds of let­
ters that will bring tears to your eyes. Letters from men and 
women who were once prominent and wealthy, but who, now in 
their old age, are in need and on the verge of poverty. One such 
letter is from a woman who is an immediate member of a family 
whose name is historic in Iowa. 

As has been previously stated the old age pension fund is sup­
ported by the collection of an annual head tax. The tax is levied 
against and is payable iby all citizens of the United States who 
are residents of Iowa and not inmates of any county or state insti­
tution. It is due and payable at this time but does not become 
delinquent until July 1st of this year. 

It is eventually collectible, as are the other delinquent personal 
taxes of pro,perty owners, by assessment against their holdings. 

Employer Liable for Tax 

As a means of assuring collection from other than property 
owners, the employerr is made responsible for the collection of the 
tax from the employee. Should any person in the employ of an­
other be found to be delinquent in the payment of this tax, it is 
collectible by the county treasurer from his employer. Therefore, 
it becomes the duty of every "business man, farmer and housewife, 
who may have in his or her employ_ a person liable for the tax, to 
see that such employee pays the tax. To protect the employer the 
state empowers him to withhold the amount of the tax, from the 
wages of an employee who has been in the service of the employer 
for thirty days or more. This deduction from the employee's wages 
is then to be sent to the Treasurer of State at Des Moines. 

Taxpayer Will Benefit 

There are about eighty thousand persons living in the poor 
houses or county homes of this country. Every state has an alms 
house except New Mexico, and we have ,a total of fifteen hundred 
such institutions in the United States. 
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From the standpoint of a taxpayer it will be of interest to learn 
of the comparative experience of rural and agricultural Montana 
with its county home system and old age pension system-the latter 
plan which they have had during the past eleven years. Statistics 
from that state prove that u.nder the pension law, it is less than 
half as expensive to maintain an aged dependent on the pension 
roll than to care for him in a county home. More than that, it 
certainly should not take a sociologist to tell you how much happier 
elderly people are in their own home than in an institution or as a 
dependent in the home of a grandchild. 

Under the county home system, the United States Bureau of 
Statistics determined, after a nationwide survey, that each inmate 
cost the state an average of $334.64 a year. What has the pension 
system cost Montana? In 1927 the average annual cost per person 
under the pension system was $166.52. 

Iowa property owners are interested in the fact that the Iowa 
law for old age assistance does not throw the financing of the 
project on to the already over-burdened property tax system. The 
statute here sets up what might be termed an '' old age insur­
ance.'' Like an insurance policy, the statute stands as a protection 
against want and suffering for citizens past the age of 65. A.,, in 
the case of insurance, the insured forfeits bis rights to the benefits 
of the law by being three years delinquent in the payment ,,f any, 
annual, supporting, per capita tax, which is the equivalent of an 
annual premium-$1.00 for 1934 and $2.00 for each year there­
after. As one writer put it in a recently published national maga­
zine, "Iowa's law will be watched with interest. It is the fi rst to 
put 'teeth' into the collection of a head tax. '' 

The state treasurer's office and the county treasurer's office are 
now equipped with simple forms for the making of this remittance. 

A "Golden Rule" Tax 
In the words of Governor Clyde L . Herring, '' the old age assist­

ance he~d tax is more nearly a 'Golden Rule' tax than any other 
that your state has ever called upon you to pay." 

He directed bis remarks further to the young men and young 
women of the state when he said, '' I want you to remember that 
life's social and economic bumps and pitfalls have thwarted many 
of the generation that preceded you in their efforts to gain finan­
cial independence for old age. Though it is the hope of all of us 
that you may never be in desperate need, I urge that you pay 
your old age assistance tax with the thought that you are doing 
your part to make this a better state in which to live and at the 
same time safeguarding your own future from suffering and want 
in the eveningtime of your life.' ' 
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PART 2 

THE OLD AGE ASSISTANCE LAW WITH EXPLANATION 
OF SECTIONS 

The Explanations Are Taken from Rulings of the Attorney 
General and Interpretat ions of t he State Commission. 

OLD AGE ASSISTANCE ACT 

Chapter 19 (Senate File 42) Acts of the Forty-fifth General 
Assembly in Extraordinary Session 

AN A CT to pr ovide for the pr otection , welfare, and assistance of aged 
per son s in n eed and r esident in the st at e of Iowa, pr oviding the 
method t her efor , makin g an appropriation t herefor, levying a tax, 
and pr escr ibing pen alt ies for the violation of the provisions of 
this act. 

Be it enact ed by the General A ssem bly of the State of Iowa: 

THE LAW 
Section 1. Definitions. When used herein: 

a. The term "commission" shall mean the old age assist­
ance commission. 

b. The term "superintendent" shall mean the old age 
assist ance superintendent. 

c. The term "board" shall mean the old age assistance 
board of a county. 

d. The singular shall include the plural and the masculine 
shall include the feminine . 

THE LAW 
Sec. 2. Commission created. There is hereby created a 

commission to be known and designated as the old age assist­
ance commission which shall be composed of three citizens of 
the state, no more than two of whom shall belong to the same 
political party, who shall within ninety days of the approval 
of this act, be appointed by the governor for a term of four 
years, except that of the member s fi rst appointed, one shall be 
appointed for a term of thr ee years and one for a term of two 
years; provided, however, that the members first so appointed 
shall be subject to the approval of the executive council. As 
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the term of a commissioner expires, the governor shall appoint 
a successor for a term of four years. All such appointments 
shall be with the approval of two thirds of the membership of 
the senate, in executive session. Each member of the com­
mission shall receive as compensation, in addition to the nec­
essary expenses incurred in the performance of his duties, 
ten dollars per diem, while actually engaged in the business 
of the commission. Vacancies shall be filled in the same way 
as the original appointment. 

EXPLANATION 
Section 2. Mrs. E. R. Meredith, of Ames, Story 

county, chairman of the commission, was appointed 
and received her commission March 29, 1934. Her 
appointment was for a two-year term. (Democrat.) 

A. L. Urick of Des Moines, Polk county, was ap­
pointed and received his commission March 29, 1934. 
His appointment was for a three-year term. (Re­
publican.) 

John F .. Porterfield of Hamburg, Fremont county, 
was appointed and received his commission March 
29, 1934. His appointment was for a full, four-year 
term. (Democrat.) 

THE LAW 
Sec. 3. Superintendent. The commission shall appoint a 

superintendent who shall be qualified by character, training 
and experience. He shall receive a salary of three thousand 
dollars a year. The superintendent, with the approval of the 
commission, shall appoint the necessary number of assistants 
and fix their duties and salaries. 

EXPLANATION 
Section 3. Byron G. Allen of Pocahm1tas, Poca­

hontas county, was named superintendent by the 
commission and took over the duties of his office 
March 29, 1934. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 4. Rules and regulations. The commission shall have 

authority to make such rules and regulations as are necessary 
to carry out the provisions of this act. 

EXPLANATION 
Section 4. The rules adopted by the commission · 

for the guidance of the state body and for the guid­
ance of the county boards will be found starting on 
pages 42 and 45, respectively, of this handbook. 
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THE LAW 
Sec. 5. Appointment of boards in counties. The old age 

assistance board of a county shall consist of three members, 
no more than two of whom shall belong to the same political 
party, of which the overseer of the poor shall be an ex officio 
member. If any county has -more than one overseer of the 
poor, the board of supervisors of such county shall designate, 
by writing, filed with the county auditor, the overseer who 
shall serve as a member of such board. The other two mem­
bers of the board shall be appointed by the board of super­
visors for a term of one and two years, respectively. Upon 
the expiration of the term of office of a member of the board, 
his successor shall be appointed by the board of supervisors 
for a full term of two years. If a vacancy occurs, otherwise 
than by the expiration of a term, in the office of an appointive 
member of the board, it shall be filled for the unexpired term. 
At least one member of the board shall be a woman. Appoint­
ments shall be made in writing and filed with the county 
auditor. 

EXPLANATION 
Section 5. The department of justice, at the re­

quest of the commission, has rendered a legal opinion 
to the effect that it is inadvisable for a board of 
supervisors to name one of its own members as a 
member of the county board for the reason that a 
conflict between the duties of these two boards might 
arise creating incompatibility, which is prohibited 
under the laws. of this state. 

The list of persons who are members of the old age 
assistance boards of the various counties, together 
with individual data as to party affiliation, resi­
dence, term of office, etc., will be found starting on 
page 62 of this handbook. 

July 1 is that date that has been fixed as the expi­
ration date of the various terms of the appointed 
members of the boards of the various counties. The 
law is ambiguous on this point and the commission 
has selected this date because it is quite uniformly 
the expiration date for other appointive, term of­
fices. The overseer of the poor serves without term 
or until replaced by a successor to the office of over­
seer of the poor or until the office is vacated. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 6. Compensation. The members of the board as here­

in provided shall receive no compensation for their services 
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as members of such board, but they shall be entitled to the 
actual and necessary traveling expenses incurred by them in 
properly discharging their official duties. 

EXPLANATION 
Section 6. This se·ction is clear in that members 

of the county board are not to receive compensation 
for their services but are to receive actual nece~sary 
traveling expenses which in the case of automobile 
travel shall be figured on a basis of five cents per 
mile as provided for in section 1225-dl of the code of 
Iowa, 1931. When the board is meeting elsewhere 
than in the city or town of the residence of a board 
member, he may be entitled to his actual expenses 
for meals and hotel room or lodging under the pro­
visions for traveling expense. 

The expense of the county boards is to be borne 
by the county. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 7. Local investigators. The board may appoint one 

or more local investigators, at a salary for each to be fixed by 
the board. All appointments shall be made from candidates 
who have passed an examination prepared by the commission 
as to character, training and experience of the applicant and 
conducted under the supervision of the superintendent. Exami­
nations shall be given at such times and in such places as the 
commission shall provide. The board in its discretion may 
arrange with other public or private relief departments or 
agencies to use one or more of their investigators who meet 
the required qualifications. 

EXPLANATION 
Section 7. Pursuant to the provisions of section 7, 

the commission has held a series of eleven examina­
tions, at various and convenient points in the state, 
for those who desired to become eligible for employ­
ment as local investigators during the ensuing year. 
Those meeting the required standards in the written 
examination were submitted to a further test as to 
"character, training and experience" when inquiries 
of a confidential nature were made by the commis­
sion to persons given as references by the applicants 
and to others knowing said applicants. 

On the basis of the written examination and the in­
quiries just outlined, certificates setting forth the 
eligibility of certain persons to conduct investiga-
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tions of applicants for old age assistance have been 
issued to those whose names appear on pages .. and 
.. of this handbook. From the list thus certified, the 
various county boards may select their local investi­
gators. 

The old age assis tance act does not specify any 
fixed amount to be paid to local investigators as sal­
ary, per diem or case fee. The amount and basis of 
compensation is to be fixed by each county board and 
agreed to by the person employed. 

Based upon inquiries made to the officials of other 
states having old age pension laws, the Iowa com­
mission recommends the fixing of a reasonable and 
fair "case fee" (exclusive of mileage and other nec­
essary expenses) to be paid to investigators em­
ployed in the average rural county where the work 
will be of a part time nature. 

It is not necessary to employ a resident of the 
county concerned as a local investigator. In fact it 
may not always be desirable. 

F'or further information on the subject of "local 
investigators" see rules 18, 19 and 20 of the rules 
governing county boards. This will be found on page 
48 of this handbook. 

The department of justice, at the request of the 
commission, has rendered a legal opinion to the effect 
that as the county board has the power of appoint­
ment and the fixing of salaries to be paid investi­
gators that the expense of the same should be borne 
by the county. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 8. Meetings. The commission and boards shall meet 

at such times and places as may be fixed by the rules of the 
commission. 

EXPLANATION 
Section 8. See rule 8 of the rules governing 

county boards, page 46 of this handbook. See rule 2 
on page 42 for rule governing the state commission. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 9. Persons entitled to assistance. Subject to the pro­

visions and under the restrictions contained in this act, every 
aged person who has not an income of one dollar a day, while 
residing in the state, shall be entitled to assistance in old age. 

EXPLANATION 
Section 9. See explanation following section 11. 
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THE LAW 
Sec. 10. Amount of assistance. The amount of assistance 

shall be fixed with due regard to the condition of the individual 
and community in each case but in no case shall it be an 
amount which, when added to the income of the applicant 
from all other sources, sha11 exceed a total of twenty-five 
dollars a month. 

EXPLANATION 
Section 10. See explanation following section 11. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 11. Income exempt. In calculating the income of the 

applicant, earnings or gifts when such do not exceed $100 in 
any calendar year, shall not be considered. 

EXPLANATION 
Sections 9, 10 and 11. A literal reading of section 

9 leads one to believe that anyone receiving an in­
come of less than one dollar a day or $365.00 per year 
might be entitled to receive old age assistance, and; 

Should Richard Roe earn $200.00 a year he should 
be eligible to receive assistance up to $165.00 per 
year. 

However, should one read and interpret section 10 
literally, he will be inclined to the opinion that; 

Richard Roe, earning $200.00 a year, can at most 
receive old age assistance up to $100.00 per year and 
no more. 

After reading section 11, one will be puzzled to de­
cide whether Richard Roe should be charged with his 
earnings of $200.00 in the calculation of the total 
amount of assistance he might be eligible to receive 
annually-either $165.00 or $100.00-or whether not 
to exceed $100.00 of his income shall be exempted 
and the total assistance to which he is eligible be fixed 
at $265.00 or $200.00 per year 

Sections 9 and 10 are in very apparent conflict 
probably because section 10 of the originally drafted 
old age assistance bill, when it was introduced in the 
recent extraordinary session of the legislature, con­
tained the words "thirty dollars a month" and was 
amended to read "twenty-five dollars a month." 

All this makes necessary an arbitrary ruling, on 
the part of the state commission, in order that the 
inconsistency can be clarified, until such time as it is 
passed upon by the courts or the act is amended by 
the legislature. 
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Based upon the provisions of subsection 2 of sec­
tion 41, "this act shall be liberally construed," the 
commission's ruling and interpretation of sections 
9, 10 and 11, which must be read and interpret ed 
jointly, is as follows: 

Whenever an applicant for old age assistance has, 
,during the year just passed, received earnin,(Js and/ or 
gifts, which are of an occasional and nncertatin 
nature, $100.00 in valiie of siich earninr1s and/ or 
gifts shall be exempted in the calculation of his total 
monetary eligibility to the benefits of assistance from 
the state old age pension fiind; his total earnings for 
the preceding year shall not ha,ve exceeclerl $365.00, 
with his exemptions deducted; and in no case shall 
his certain earnings and/ or gifts plus assistance 
gran ted by the coiinty board and state commission 
exceed $25.00 per m onth or $300.00 per year. 

Thus Richard Roe, an aged man with but uncertain 
and occasional earnings, which happened to amount 
to $200.00 last year, will be charged with but $100.00 
of such earnings and he shall be eligible to receive 
assistance up to and not to exceed $200.00 per year, 
which amount plus chargea;ble earnings of $100.00 
does not exceed $25.00 per month or $300.00 per year. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 12. To whom granted. Old age assistance may be 

granted only to an applicant who : 
a. Has resided in the county for two years immediately 

preceding his application. 

EXPLANATION 
Subsection (a) of Section 12. The two year county 

residence requirement under subsection (a) of sec­
tion 12 was a part of the old age assistance bill when 
it carried a county option feature. When the legisla­
ture amended the measure making it state-wide in 
application, they left in the county residence propo­
sition. In the administration of the act, the county 
boards should be liberal in their interpretation of 
subsection (a) and not deprive a needy, aged person 
of assistance on this technicality. For example: 

X, a needy and aged person, has resided in Warren 
county for 20 years. A year ago he came to Polk 
county to reside. He now seeks to apply for old age 
assistance. Warren county should accept his appli-
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cation if it can be shown that X has not conducted 
himself as a citizen of Polk county and has not shown 
conclusively that he has settled his permanent resi­
dence as Polk county. 

In case of great need to the individual and of very 
doubtful county residei;i.ce, the county board should 
have the applicant, with the aid of an investigator, 
fill out form OAA-5. (This form will be furnished 
by the state commission.) When filled out the form 
should be sent to the commission which will ascer­
tain the county which should consider the applica­
tion. 

THE LAW 
b. Has attained the age of sixty-five years. 

EXPLANATION 
Subsection (b) of Section 12. The applicant's 

mere statement of age is not sufficient proof of age. 
The commission will accept as a u then tic proof the 

following evidence: 

1. A birth certificate issued by a proper and au­
thorized official of this or another state or of a for­
eign nation. (Only the older eastern states have had 
compulsory birth registrations over a period of many 
years.) 

2. A copy of a passport from a foreign state, 
which passport carried a statement of age. 

3. A certified copy of a baptismal record. 

4. Any two or more of the following evidences of 
age: 

(1) The recording of the birth of the applicant in 
a family record of births such as is often found in an 
old family bible. 

(2) A life insurance policy now or at sometime 
carried by the applicant. 

(3) The affidavit of two or more old friends of 
about the same age as the applicant such as old 
schoolmates or neighborhood playmates . 

( 4) An old legal document, will, deed or the like, 
which tells of the age of the applicant. 

(5) An old letter or other paper or family docu-
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ment setting forth some evidence of the applicant's 
age. 

(6) A copy of a marriage license or marriage cer­
tificate stating the age of the applicant at that time. 

5. Where the above .forms of evidence are un­
available the commission will accept the sworn state­
ment of two physicians that they have examined 
the aged applicant and from the physical condition 
and characteristics of the applicant that they are 
certain the applicant is beyond the age of 65 years 
based on the physical condition stated in said sworn 
statement. (This form of proof of age should only 
be used when all others fail.) 

THE LAW 
c. Has been a citizen of the United States for at least 

fifteen years before making application for assistance. 

EXPLANATION 
Subsection (c) of Section 12. The mere statement 

by the applicant that he is a citizen of the United 
States is not sufficient proof of that citizenship. 

The foreign born applicant must be required to 
show documentary proof of citizenship. He should 
produce the original or copies of naturalization pa­
pers. Often the board or the investigator will have 
to assist by corresponding with the clerk of courts 
or other officials in securing copies of naturalization 
papers. 

Where a native born woman married a foreign 
born man prior to his naturalization and prior to 
September 22, 1922, she lost her American citizen­
ship. Her husband's subsequent naturalization did 
not reinstate her citizenship of the United States. 
It was necessary that she become naturalized under 
such circumstances. This is not the law since Sep­
tember 22, 1922, but the old law is applicable in the 
case of most aged persons whose marriage was likely 
to take place prior to that date. 

THE LAW 
d. Has a domicile in the state and has had such domicile 

continuously for at least ten years immediately preceding the 
date of application, but continuous residence in the state shall 
not be deemed to have been interrupted by periods. of absence 
therefrom if the total of such periods of absence does not 
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exceed eighteen months and the residence for the last three 
years preceding the application has been continuous, but 
absence in the service of the state or of the United States 
shall not be deemed to interrupt residence in the state if a 
domicile be not acquired outside the state. 

EXPLANATION 
Subsection (d) of Section 12. The question of 

domicile and residence is one of the most perplexing 
that the administrators of the law must face. 

Quoting from an Iowa supreme court decision in 
the case, Fitzgerald vs. Arel, 63 Iowa 104, we find 
the following definitions: 

" 'Domicile' is the term used to denote a fixed per­
manent residence to which, when absent, one has the 
intention of returning." 

"The term, 'residence', is used to indicate the place 
of dwelling whether permanent or temporary." 

· For illustrations of domicile and residence, see 
pages 51, 52 and 53 of this handbook. 

THE LAW 
e. Is not at the date of making application or of receiving 

aid, an. inmate of any prison, jail, workhouse, insane asylum, 
or any other public reform or correctional institution. 

EXPLANATION 
Subsection ( e) of Section 12. This subsection has 

been frequently misunderstood, some thinking that 
anyone receiving county aid, like the prisoner in the 
jail or the inmate of an asylum, cannot apply for 
old age assistance. Instead, the subsection means 
that a person cannot apply for or receive old age 
assistance while a prisoner or inmate. 

THE LAW 
f. For six months or more during the ten years preceding 

the date of application for assistance, if a husband, has not 
deserted his wife, or, without just cause, failed to support her 
and his children under the age of fifteen years ; if a wife, has 
not deserted her husband, or, without just cause, failed to 
support such of her children as were under the age of fifteen 
(15) years. 

THE LAW 
g. Has not within two years preceding such application for 

assistance been a professional tramp or beggar. 
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THE LAW 
i. Is found by the commission to be unable regularly to 

earn an income of at least one dollar per day, on account of 
age, infirmity or inability to procure suitable employment. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 13. Improper transrer of property. No person shall 

be allowed assistance if the claimant has deprived himself, di­
rectly or indirectly, of any property for the purpose of qualify­
ing for old age assistance. 

EXPLANATION 
Section 13. The circumstances of any recent prop­

erty transfer (since July 1, 1933) should be thor­
oughly investigated. A bona fide transfer for a suffi­
cient and proper consideration and a proper and fru­
gal use of the proceeds since that time should not 
bar the granting of a pension under the terms of this 
section. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 14. Annual income of property. The annual income 

of any property, which does not produce a reasonable income, 
shall be computed at five per centum of its value as determined 
by the board. 

The income of the applicant shall be his income for twelve 
months preceding the date on which his application was made. 

The property owned at the date of application for assistance 
shall be taken as property of the applicant for the purpose 
of this act. 

EXPLANATION 
Section 14. Since it is not the purpose of the old 

age assistance act to aid in such a way as to provide 
an aged person with an income while he retains own­
ership of a speculative nature, of any piece of prop­
erty, the provisions of the first paragraph of section 
14 must be definitely adhered to. 

However, it must be borne in mind by the members 
of the county board that what constitutes "a reason­
able income" is a matter for their best judgment. 
Present day depressed conditions may be but tem­
porarily reducing the income of a property and to 
hold arbitrarily to the five per cent basis of compu­
tation, when the management of the property is 
prudent for these times, would be to work a great 
injustice upon the applicant for assistance. 

Cases will be found where an aged man or , woman, 
or a man and wife may be living in a home which is 
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too pretentious for their present-day economical and 
financial status. It is not the purpose of the old age 
assistance act to provide such person or persons with 
an income when they are in a position t o perhaps 
sell their present home and purchase one more nearly 
within their means, thereby leaving a balance of 
cash which can be supplemented by a monthly pay­
ment of old age assistance. 

By way of illustration, A owns his own home, 
appraised by the county board to be worth $1,000.00, 
five per centum of which is $50.00. The county board 
has the authority to figure that A has an income of 
$50.00 per year from this source and to take this into 
consideration when he applies for old age assistance. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 15. Deduction from estate. On the death of a person 

receiving assistance under this act or of the survivor of a 
married couple, both of whom were so assisted, the total 
amount paid as assistance, together with simple interest at 
six per centum annually, shall be allowed as a claim of the 
second class against the estate of such decedent, and neither 
the homestead nor the proceeds therefrom of such decedent 
or his survivor, shall be exempt from the payment of said 
claim, any act or statute to the contrary notwithstanding. 
The proceeds of such claim shall be paid into the old age pen­
sion fund. In case of the death of either husband or wife, 
both of whom have been receiving assistance under this act, 
the estate of deceased shall not be settled or the homestead 
sold until the surviving spouse shall die or cease to occupy the 
homestead as such. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 16. Recovery of amount of assistance by state. In any 

event, the assistance furnished under this act shall be and 
constitute a lien on any real estate owned either by the hus­
band or wife for assistance furnished to either of such per­
sons. Whenever an order is made for such assistance to any 
person in whom or in whose spouse the title to any real estate 
is vested, a copy of such order shall be indexed and recorded 
in the manner provided for the indexing of real estate mort­
gages in the office of the county recorder of the county in 
which the real estate is situated, and such recording and 
indexing shall constitute notice of such lien. 

If the commission .deems it necessary to protect the interest 
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of the state, it may require, as a condit ion to the grant of 
assistance, the absolute conveyance of all, or any part, of the 
property of an a pplicant for assistance to the state of Iowa. 
Such property shall be managed by t he board which shall pay 
the net income to the person or persons entitled thereto. The 
commission shall have power to sell, lease, or transfer such 
property or defend and prosecute all suits concerning it, and 
to pay all just claims against it, and t o do all other things 
necessary for the protection, preser vation and management of 
the property. 

Upon the death of the applicant , the property shall be dis­
posed of and the proceeds shall be transferr ed to the old age 
pension fund of the state. 

The attorney general, at the request of the commission, shall 
take the necessary proceedings, and r epresent and advise the 
commission in respect to any matters arising under this act. 

EXPLANATION 
Section 16 goes a little farther than section 15 and 

provides that the commission rnay, if it deems it nec­
essary, in order to pr ot ect the old age pension fund, 
require a transfer by deed of any property owned by 
the applicant to the state of Iowa for the benefit of 
the old age pension fund. However, this action is 
entirely optional with the commission. It must be 
understood, however , that whenever this is done, then 
the commissioners shall come into full control of the 
property, and they may sell, lease or t ransfer this 
property as they deem proper. 

Any legal action instituted in connection with this 
property, shall be under the direction of the attorney 
general of the state of Iowa. This cannot be done so 
long as the person or persons receiving assistance 
live. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 17. Applicants. An applicant for assistance shall de­

liver his claim, in writing, to the board of the county in which 
he resides, in the manner and form prescribed by the com­
mission. 

All statements in the application shall be sworn to or 
affirmed by the applicant setting forth that all facts are true 
in every material point. 

EXPLANATION 
Section 17. The commission has had printed and 

will provide for the use of the county boards, neces-
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sary forms on which to make application for old age 
assistance. 

To make application for assistance, the aged per­
son should secure a blank from the county old age 
assistance board. The board, with whom the aged 
applicant will have cont:rct, will probably be housed 
in the various courthouses of the state and will be 
on hand to conduct the affairs of the office at given 
intervals during the year. In many counties these 
blanks will be available, when the county board is 
not in session, at the county auditor's office. The 
original application blank is simplified for conveni­
ence in handling by the elderly applicants. This is 
to be filled out, signed by the applicant, and sworn 
to before a notary public. This is form OAAl. 

A second form is to be sworn to and requires only 
the signature of the applicant. It is an interview 
blank containing questions to be answered by the 
applicant, which answers are to be recorded by the 
investigator provided for in section 7. This is form 
OAA2. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 18. Investigation. Whenever an application is made 

for old age assistance, the board directly or through an investi­
gator shall promptly make investigations, and after hearing 
the applicant, if he so request, if it approves the application, 
shall make a recommendation of the amount of the assistance 
to be allowed, or, if it disapprove, make a recommendation 
that no assistance be allowed. The board shall send a copy 
of the application, its recommendation, and the reasons for 
its decision, to the commission with such supporting papers 
as the commission may require. The commission may there­
upon make investigation as it sees fit through the superin­
tendent or through the board making the recommendation, 
and may direct a hearing before the board, of which the ap­
plicant shall have at least ten days' notice, and at which he 
may appear and offer evidence. The commission shall decide 
upon the application and fix the amount of the assistance, 
if any. An applicant whose application for assistance has 
been rejected may within thirty days appeal from the deci­
sion of the commission to the district court of the county in 
which the application was filed by serving a ten-days' notice 
of such appeal upon the superintendent or upon any member 
of the commission, in the manner required for service of an 
original notice. Upon service of such notice, the commission 
shall furnish the applicant a copy of the application, a copy 
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of all supporting papers, a transcript of the testimony and 
a copy of its decision. The court shall hear and determine 
said application on its merits. Upon the allowance of any such 
application, any taxpayer of the county in which said applica­
tion was filed may appeal to the district court of such county 
by serving notice as hereihabove provided, and upon service 
of said notice the commission shall furnish such taxpayer with 
a copy of said application, a copy of ·an supporting papers, 
a transcript of the t estimony and a copy of its decision. The 
district court may either affirm or reverse the decision of the 
commission appealed from, and enter such order as may be 
proper; and said order and judgment of the district court 
shall be final. An applicant whose application for assistance 
has been rejected may not re-apply for assistance until the 
expiration of twelve months from the date of the previous 
application. 

Note: The ita licized word "investigator" has been placed in the act 
by the commission and read "investigation" in the enrolled bill. Ob­
viously, this was a legislative error. 

EXPLANATION 
Section 18. All applications for old age assist­

ance shall be investigated under the direction of and 
by the cou:qty board. The applicant may appear be­
fore the board. However, this does not mean that an 
investigator must be used in all cases or that a 
formal and recorded investigation must be made on 
form OAA-2. (See rule 19, page 48 of this handbook.) 

The county board shall make its recommendations 
upon forms provided for that purpose. All papers 
including personal application of the applicant shall 
then be forwarded to the commission. 

The commission may make any further investiga­
tion it desires of any matter, in connection with any 
application or through its superintendent, and this 
investigation may include another hearing by the 
county board, after which it may fix the amount to 
be paid the applicant, or it may disapprove the appli­
cation. 

The right of appeal to the district court of the 
county is given an applicant if his application is dis­
approved but such right must be exercised within 
thirty days from the time the application is acted 
upon by the commission. 

This section provides the method of serving the 
notice and in like manner, any taxpayer living in the 
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county may appeal from the action of the commis­
sion. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 19. Witnesses. For the purpose of any such investi­

gation, the commission and the board shall have the power to 
compel, by subpoena, the attendance and testimony of wit­
nesses and the production of books ,and papers. All witnesses 
shall be examined on oath, and any member of the commission 
or of the board may administer said oath. 

THE LAW 
Sec. •20. Assistance certificate. The commission shall issue 

to each applicant to whom assistance is allowed a certificate 
for one year, stating the amount of each installment, which 
may be monthly or quarterly, as the commission may decide; 
and, on written order of the commission, the state comptroller 
shall issue and forward warrant, or warrant check. to such 
recipient in payment of each installment. 

EXPLANATION 
Section 20. The commission will send to each ap­

plicant for old age assistance a notice of the approval 
or rej ection of his application. In this way neither 
the members of the county board nor its employees 
will have to give out such information. This will 
help alleviate trying situations in some instances. 

The information sent to the commission will be 
kept confidential unless subpoened as provided for 
sections 18 and 19 of this act. 

When the application is finally approved by the 
commission, the applicant will be sent a certificate 
as provided for in section 20. 

The words "a certificate for one year" are only 
applicable to the administration of the law after July 
1, 1935. This is the holding of the attorney gen­
eral who has ruled that the issuance of CPrtificates 
prior to the above date and after Novemb er 1, 1934, 
must be clone under the provisions of the "e·:nergency 
section" (section 35) , which certificates mu.st have 
a uniforrn expiration elate of Jilly 1, 1935. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 21. New certificate annually. An assistance certifi­

cate shall be required for each subsequent year, to be issued 
by the commission after such investigation as it may deem 
necessary; and the amount of the assistance may be changed 
if the commission finds that the applicant's circumstances 
have changed. 
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EXPLANATION 
Section 21. It is not contemplated that so compre­

hensive an investigation will be necessary for the 
renewal of a certificate. Forms will be especially pre­
pared for investigation !lf renewal cases. After July 
1, 1935, all certificates and renewal certificates will 
be issued for one year. 

THE LAW 

Sec. 22. When assistance commences. The assistance, if 
allowed, shall commence on the date named in the certificate, 
which shall be the first day of the calendar month fo lowing 
that on which the petition was received by the board; pro­
vided, however, that no old age assistance payments shall be 
made before July 1, 1935, except as provided in section thirty­
five (35) of this act. 

EXPLANATION 
Section 22. A partial conflict with this section is 

carried in the act under the provisions of section 35. 
The interpretation of the commission is that the 
funds raised by the 1934 per capita tax of $1.00 are 
to be used in the more extreme cases of need from 
November 1, 1934, until July 1, 1935. On the later 
date the act is intended to be in full fore'::! and effect. 

It should be borne in mind by the board members 
and investigators that the granting of assistance 
before July 1, 1935, is an emergency matter and that 
the law is not fully operative until that date. 

It has been held by the attorney general that 
under section 35 known as "the emergency section", 
the first certificates issued shall terminate July 1, 
1935, and that thereafter said certificates shall be 
for a period of twelve months. 

All applicants should be warned of this fact for if 
their applications are finally rejected before the pay­
ment of assistance, November 1, 1934, they must 
await the lapse of 12 months' time before applying 
the second time. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 23. To notify board of increase of property or income. 

If at any time during the currency or continuance of an old 
age ·assistance certificate the recipient, or the wife or husband 
of the recipient, becomes possessed of any property or income 
in excess of the amount allowed by this act in respect of the 
amount of assistance granted, it shall be the duty of the 

30 



recipient immediately to not ify the board of · the receipt and 
possession of any such property or income, and the board may 
on inquiry, and with the approval of the commission, either 
cancel the assistance or pay the amount thereof during the 
period of the certificate. Any excess assistance paid shall be 
returned to the state, and recoverable as a debt due the state. 

EXPLANATION 
Section 23. This section provides for any change 

that may be made in the amount of allowance to any 
applicant, which will be based upon any change that 
may have taken place in the financial or physical con­
dition of the recipient of allowance. This section also 
provides for the return of any moneys paid to the 
recipient which was wrongfully paid and to which 
sum the recipient was not entitled. Court action may 
be taken by the commission, for the return of the 
money if necessary. Note carefully the ,duty of 
recipient. 

Board means county old age assistance board. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 24. Recovery in case of assistance from state. If on 

the death of any person receiving assistance it is found that 
he was possessed of property or income in excess of the 
amount allowed by this act, in respect of the amount of 
assistance, double the total amount of the assistance in excess 
of that to which the r ecipient was entitled may be recovered 
by the commission as a preferred claim from his estate, and 
the amount so recover ed shall be transferred to the old age 
pension fund of the state. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 25. Funeral expenses. On the death of any person 

receiving old age assistance, such reasonable funeral expenses 
for burial shall be paid to such persons as the board directs ; 
provided, such expenses do not exceed one hundred dollars and 
the estate of the deceased is insufficient to defray the same. 

EXPLANATION 
Section 25. It is the intent of this act to relieve 

the distress of old age and the relief thus furnished 
attaches not only to life but to death. Therefore the 
county board should see to it that old age is respected 
in death, and they may provide under this section 
aid, not to exceed $100 in the burial expense of any­
one receiving assistance under this act during their 
life-time immediately preceding their death. The 
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amount of this allowance is to be fixed by the county 
board and approved by t he commission. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 26. Inmate of institution. While any person receiv­

ing assistance is an inmate of any charitable, benevolent, or 
fraternal institution, the amount of assistance shall be paid 
to the governing authorities of that institution, an d shall be 
applied toward defraying the actual expenses of such person 
in such institution; provided, that the commission has ap­
proved and that it and its agents are permitted freely to visit 
and inspect said institution. Any moneys remaining after 
defraying such expense shall be paid to t he recipient. It shall 
not be lawful fo r the authorities of any charitable institution 
receiving public moneys, to refuse admission as an inmate of 
such institution, or t o refuse r elief, on the ground that the 
person is receiving assistance under this act. 

EXPLANATION 
Section 26. See r ule 17 on page 48 of this hand­

book relative to the county to which the aged inmate 
of a "home" should apply for assistance. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 27. Recipient not to receive other assistance. No per­

son receiving assistance under this act shall at the same time 
receive any other assistance from the state, or from any 
political subdivision thereof, except for medical and surgical 
assistance, and hospitalization. 

EXPLANATION 
Section 27. Allowance under this act and · assist­

ance of any other kind, or sum paid by the state, 
county, city or town, such as blind pensions, widows' 
pensions, etc., may not be received by any person at 
the same time, except such assistance as shall be for 
medical aid, surgical aid or hospitalization. · 

THE LAW 
Sec. 28. Incapacity of assisted. If the person rece1vmg 

assistance is, on the testimony of reputable witnesses, found 
incapable of t aking care of himself or his money, the board 
may direct the payment of the installments of the assistance 
to any responsible person or corporation for his benefit. It 
shall be within the power of the commission to suspend pay­
ment fo r such period as the board shall recommend. 

EXPLANATION 
Section 28. If anyone receiving an allowance is 

unable to care for himself or to care for his money, 
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the county board may direct the payment of his 
allowance to some other person or corporation, and 
this may be done upon the testimony of reliable per­
sons. This is for the purpose of protecting the re­
cipient from others as well as himself and under this 
section, upon the recommendation of the county 
board, payment of allowance may be suspended for a 
short period or until such time as proper arrange­
ments have been made to care for recipients. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 29. Assistance to be inalienable. All right to old age 

assistance shall be absolutely inalienable by any assignment, 
sale, execution or otherwise, and, in the case of bankruptcy, 
the assistance shall not pass t or through any trustees or 
other persons acting on behalf of creditors. 

EXPLANATION 
Sec. 29. An attempt to violate the provisions of 

this section will be interpret ed as a violation of the 
provisions of section 32 of this act, th us making the 
attempted violation a misdemeanor. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 30. Assistance certificate improperly obtained. If at 

any time the commission has reason to believe that an assist­
ance certificate has been improperly obtained, it shall cause 
speciaJ inquiry to be made by the board, and may suspend 
payment of any installment pending the inquiry. It shall also 
notify the board of such suspension. If on inquiry it appears 
that the certificate was improperly obtained, it shall be can­
celed by the commission, but if it appears that the certificate 
was properly obtained, the suspended installments shall be 
payable in due course. 

EXPLANATION 
Section 30. If it should reliably be reported to 

the commission that some person had been receiving 
allowance when in fact he or she was not entitled to 
receive it, the certificate may be immediately held up 
or payment stopped until such time as a special in­
vestigation of the case is made by the commission. 
The commission shall immediately notify the county 
board from which the application was received and 
certificate was issued, of the action taken. 

But, if upon inves tigation it should be discovered 
that the person whose payments have been held up 
pending the investigation was entitled to his allow­
ance, then in due course all back payments shall be 
paid to the person entitled to receive same. 
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THE LAW 
Sec. 31. Violations. Any person who by means of a wil­

fully false statement or representation 0 1: by impersonation 
or other fraudulent device obtains, or attempts to obtain, or 
aids or abets any person to obtain: 

a. An assistance certificate to which he is not entitled; or 
b. A larger amount of assist ance than that to which he is 

justly entitled; or 
c. Payment of any forfeited installment grant; or any per­

son who buys or aids or abets in buying or in any way dispos­
ing of the property of a person receiving assistance, without 
the consent of the commission, shall be guilty of a misde­
meanor, and upon conviction, shall be punished by a fine not 
exceeding one hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the 
county jail for not more than thirty days, or both. 

EXPLANATION 
Section 31. This is a penal section and should be 

carefully read and considered by anyone contemplat­
ing applying for old age assistance. 

It is intended by this section to set out the con­
duct of the person in making application for old age 
assistance, and any person who may aid or influence 
said person in making an untrue statement in order 
to obtain assistance is violating the above section. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 32. Penalty. Any person who violates any provision 

of this act for which no penalty is specifically provided shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction, shall be 
punished by a fine of not exceeding one hundred dollars, or by 
imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding thirty days, or 
both. Where a person receiving assistance is convicted of an 
offense under this section the commission shall cancel the 
certificate. 

EXPLANATION 
Section 32. This is also a penal section and ap­

plies to anyone who violates any of the provisions of 
this act and provides that if violated by one receiving 
assistance, the certificate shall be immediately can­
celed. 

See explanation under section 29. 
THE LAW 

Sec. 33. No assistance during imprisonment. If any per­
son receiving assistance is convicted of any crime or offense 
and punished by imprisonment for one month or longer, the 
board shall direct that payments shall not be made during 
the period of imprisonment. 
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EXPLANATION 
Section 33. It provides that no person may re­

ceive this assistance while confined in a jail or prison 
for 30 days or longer. This is not left to the discre­
tion of the commission but the section clearly states 
that no payment shall be macle to any person during 
the time of his confinement in such places and 
neither shall these canceled payments be treated as 
back payments to be paid at any time. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 34. Pension fund created. There is hereby created a 

fund to be known as the old age pension fund to be adminis­
tered by the commission, the proceeds of which shaII be used 
to pay the expenditures incurred under this act. To provide 
money for said fund, there is hereby levied on all persons 
residing in this state and who are citizens of the United States 
and of twenty-one (21) years of age and upwards, except 
inmates of state and county institutions, an annual tax of two 
(2) dollars. From the list certified to the county treasurer 
under the provisions of section 36 of this act, it shall be the 
duty of such county treasurer to place the names, of all persons 
subject to said tax on the tax list, and the said annual tax 
levied by the provisions of this section and act shall be col­
lected in 1935, and each year thereafter, by the county treas­
urer at the same time as property taxes and subject to the 
same penalties, and the county treasurer shall make remit­
tance thereof to the treasurer of state who shall credit same 
to the old age pension fund; provided, however, that s~id tax, 
if paid, shall be credited on any poll taxes assessed for street, 
road, or other purposes against the person paying same. Any 
person, firm, association or corporation, including municipal 
corporations and special charter cities, having in their employ 
continuously for a period of thirty days or more any resident 
of this state and who is a citizen of the United States, and to 
whom this act applies and who has not paid the tax provided 
for in this section, shall deduct said tax from the earnings 
of such employee and deliver to such employee a receipt for 
said collection and remit same to the treasurer of state, to­
gether with a report showing the amount and name of the 
person from whom collected; and the treasurer of state shall 
credit said tax as other taxes provided for in this section and 
act, and report to the county treasurer of the county from 
which such remittance was received, giving the name of the 
employee and the amount of such tax collected; and when said 
report has been received by the county treasurer, he shall 
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credit such person on his books with said payment. Any 
employer failing to collect and so report said tax shall be liable 
therefor. As a condition for obtaining assist ance under this 
act and from this fund, satisfactory proof shall be furnished 
to the board or commission that the applicant for said aid 
has paid all taxes due to sai-d fund. Any one who becomes in 
arrears more than three (3) years on this tax for any year 
shall forfeit all claim to old age pensions provided for herein. 

All taxes collected under the provisions of this section and 
act shall be deposited to the credit of the old age pension fund, 
and shall be kept separate from the general fund of the state. 
On receipt of written order from the commission, the state 
comptroller shall draw warrants, and/ or warrant checks 
against the old age pension fund for any and all old age 
assistance payments and other expenditures provided for in 
this act. 

EXPLANATION 

Section 34. This section is, undoubtedly, the most 
important section in the act. The commission has 
found it necessary to adopt a method of procedure 
and has requested the department of j ustice to ren­
der numerous legal opinions on phases of this section 
with the result that the following interpretations 
have been placed on the act: 

1. The tax shall be collected by the county treas­
urer at the same time (with the exception of the 
provisions of section 35) as property taxes and sub­
ject to the same penalties, thus making the failure 
to pay the tax a lien on real property. 

2. All employers, with the exception of the state 
of Iowa, are liable for the tax. The exception is made 
by reason of the fact that the state of Iowa does not 
come within those persons designated, under the act, 
as an employer because the state of Iowa is not a 
municipal corporation. 

(The various state departments are cooperating in 
every way possible to see that their employees pay 
the tax.) 

3. All persons over twenty-one years of age who 
are residents of the state of Iowa and citizens of the 
United States are to pay this tax, the only exception 
being inmates of coiinty and state institidions. 

4. The assistance is statewide. The receipts from 
a county can be used for assistance in any county and 
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do not have to be confined to receipts of each county 
for its own residents. 

5. The purchase of supplies necessary for listing 
those liable for old age assistance tax is an item of 
county expense. 

6. Men employed under federal contracts and who 
meet the other provisions of the act shall pay the tax. 

7. If an employee is carried for thirty days, 
whether he works during each day of the thirty-day 
period or not, he is to pay the tax and the employer 
is to collect the same. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 35. Revenue and tax for 1934. For the purpose of 

affording old age assistance commencing November 1, 1934, 
under the provisions of this act prior to July 1, 1935, there 
is hereby levied on all persons pursuant to section 34, a tax 
of one (1) dollar, payable on or before July 1, 1934. The 
board of assessment and review is hereby directed to instruct 
the auditors of the several counties of the state to have the 
assessors submit lists of persons over twenty-one (21) years 
of age, subject to this tax in their respective districts and the 
said auditor to pass these list s on to the treasurer of such 
counties for collection. (Frequent ly referred to as the 
"emergency section.") 

EXPLANATION 
Section 35. The commission has found it neces­

sary to adopt a method of procedure in this matter. 
The department of justice at the request of the com­
mission, has rendered a number of opinions relative 
to this section and they are, in brief, as follows : 

1. This section is a special tax levy which allows 
the act to function during the year 1934. Exemption 
with reference to poll taxes does not apply as this is 
a special tax levy of one (1) dollar for the purpose 
of affording old age assistance commencing Novem­
ber 1, 1934. 

2. Residence in the state of Iowa is determined 
as of January 1, 1934. 

3. A person who would become twenty-one years 
of age after January 1, 1934, should not be assessed 
for this year. 

4. Though the 1934 tax was due before July 1, 
and became delinquent on that date, the statutory 
penalty of three-fourths of one per cent does not 
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attach until April 1, 1935, or at the same date as 
the delinquency of the 1935 per capita tax. 

FORM FOR MAILING INDIVIDUAL PAYMENTS TO 
COUNTY TJ.lEASURER 

When the individual desires to mail his tax payment di­
rectly to the county treasurer , he should make certain to 
give his full name, age, and permanent home address. 

A woman should give her name as "Mrs. Mary Belle Jones" 
and not "Mrs. John H. Jones." 

All this makes a positive identification for the treasurer and 
more nearly assures proper credit being given for the pay­
ment of the tax. 

EMPLOYER'S FORM OF REMITTANCE TO TREASURER 
OF STATE 

When '.remitting to the Treasurer of State, write an ordinary business 
letter and attach a sheet itemizing the collections made by the employer 
as per the following specimen. 

JONES PRINTING COMP ANY 
Fort Madison, Lee County 

June 1, 1934 

(Employee's permanent home address is where he votes.) 

EMPLOYEE'S P ERMANENT HOME ADDRESS 

St. and Number 
or township 

EMPLOYEE AGE County P. 0. Address if rural citizen 
John Doe* ..... 36 Polk .................. ... Des Moines ...... 413 Grand 
Mary Roe....... 40 Lee ........ ............ Ft. Madison ... 227 2nd 
Helen Hicks ......... 21 Pocahontas, ..... L aurens ............ Swan Lake T wp. 

*In this specimen case John Doe is an itinerant worker whose legal 
residence, domicile or voting place is in Polk county. 

FORM OF REMITTANCE BY SCHOOL OFFICIALS AND 
OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES 

WINTERSET INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Clyde E. Harlow, Secretary, Winterset, Madison County 

June 1, 1934 

(Employee's pe1-manent home address is where he votes.) 

E MPLOYEE'S PERMANENT HOl\'IE ADDRESS 

St. and Number 

EMPLOYEE AGE 
or township 

County P. 0. Address if rural citizen 
John M. Jones...... 45 Madison ............ Winterset ... .. . 

Jones .................. Wyoming ........ . 
Scott .. .. .. ............... Davenport ...... 1131 Pleasant St. 

Nellie Smith* ...... 37 
Hazel Gray* ......... 32 

*In these specimen cases t he school teachers r eside in Winterset duTing 
the school year. Their legal residence is el sewhere. Where they vote 
determines thei r legal residence. 
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EMPLOYER'S RECEIPT TO EMPLOYEE 

Most business firm s have their own general receipt form s. When 
deducting the old age assistance tax from the pay of an employee, 
issue him such Teceipt. The State receipt for the total remittance will 
be mailed to the employer, together with individual taxpayers' receipts 
for distribution to the employees. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 36. Listing- taxable persons. Each assessor shall at 

the time of listing property for assessment list and return to 
the county auditor on or before March 15, 1935, and each year 
thereafter, the names and post-office addresses of all persons 
subject to the tax provided for in th is act; and the county 
auditor shall certify said list to the county treasurer on or 
before April 1, 1935, and each year thereafter. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 37. Report of commission. Within ninety days after 

the close of each calendar year, the commission shall make a 
report to the governor for the preceding year, stating: 

a. The total number of recipients. 
b. The amount paid in cash. 
c. The total number of applications. 
d. The number granted. 
e. The number denied. 
f. The number canceled during that year, and 
g. Such other information as the commission may deem 

advisable. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 37 -a. Comptroller's record. There shall be kept on 

file in the state comptro!Ier's office an itemized record of all 
receipts and disbursements showing the m oney received from 
each county and the assistance granted to each county. A 
summary of the said record shall be compiled and published 
at the end of the tax year. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 38. Procedure. All methods of procedure in hearings, 

investigations, r ecording, registration, and accounting, per­
taining to old age assistance under this act, shall be in accord­
ance with the rules and regulations as laid down, from time 
to time, by the commission. 

EXPLANATION 
Sec. 38. The handbook is contemplated to embody 

the rules of procedure for both the stat e commission 
and the various county boards. The explanations car-
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ried under each section of the act are based either 
upon rulings of the attorney general's office or in­
terpretations of the law by the commission and 
should be considered as embodied in the rules govern­
ing the commission and boards. 

See, also, the rules and regulations governing the 
county old age assist ance boards and the state old 
age assist ance commission, pages 42 and 45 of this 
handbook. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 39. Assistance subject to future statute. Every 

assistance granted under the provisions of this act shall be 
deemed to be granted and shall be held subject to the provi­
sions of any amending or r epealing act that may hereafter be 
passed, and no recipient under this act shall have any claims 
for compensat ion, or otherwise, by reason of his assist ance 
being affected in any way by such amending or repealing act. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 40. Appropriation to commission. The sum of ten 

thousand (10,000) dollars or so much thereof as may be 
found necessary, is hereby appropriated to the commission, 
out of any funds not otherwise appropriated for the purpose 
of carrying out the provisions of this act. 

EXPLANATION 
Section 40. It has been held by the attorney gen­

eral that this appropriation is from the general funds 
of the state. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 41. Construction of this act. 1. Nothing in this act 

shall be construed as repealing any other act or part of an 
act providing for the support of the poor except insofar as 
inconsist ent therewith, and the provisions of this act shall be 
construed as an additional method of supporting and provid­
ing for the aged poor. 

2. This act shall be liberally construed. 

3. If any provision of this act is held invalid, the validity 
of the remainder of the act shall not be affected thereby. 

THE LAW 
Sec. 42. Publication clause. This act, being deem ed of 

immediate importance, shall be in full force and effect after 
its publication in the Mount Pleasant News, a newspaper pub-
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li shed at Mount Pleasant, Iowa, and the Burlington Hawkeye­
Gazette, a newspaper publi shed at Burlington, Iowa. 

EXPLANATION 
Section 42. The act became effective, by publica­

tion, at midnight, March 16, 1934. 

Senate File No. 42. Approved March 10, 1934. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing act was published in the Bur­
lington Hawkeye-Gazette, March lG, Hl3 4, and Mount Pleasant News, 
March 14, 1934. 

MRS. A LEX M I LLER, S ecretary of State. 
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PART 3 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 
GOVERNING T'HE STATE OLD AGE ASSISTANCE 

COMMISSION 

Adopted by the Old Age Assistance Commission under Chap­
ter 19 Acts of the Forty-fifth General Assembly 

in Extraordinary Session, 1934 

THE OLD AGE ASSISTANCE ACT 
RULE 1. The act itself, the "old age assistance act," chap­

ter 19 acts of the Forty-fifth General Assembly, in extraordi­
nary session, shall be and is the first rule regulation and pro­
cedure of the old age assistance commission, and all other 
rules and regulations adopted by said commission are supple­
mentary and in accordance with the provisions in section 4 
of the act. 

MEETINGS OF COMMISSION 

RULE 2. The commission shall meet at its offices in Des 
Moines, Iowa, at regularly stated times, to wit: On the first 
and third Tuesdays of each and every month, at 10 :00 a. m., 
and at any other time on call of the chairman, or upon written 
request, signed by any two members of the commission, filed 
with the superintendent of the commission, who shall issue 
the call fixing the day and hour as requested in said request. 

QUORUM RULE 

RULE 3. Any two members of said commission shall con­
stitute a quorum for the purpose of transacting any business 
that may regularly come before it. 

SUPERINTENDENT MADE SECRETARY 

RULE 4. The superintendent of said commission shall 
meet with the commission at all meetings, regular or special, 
and shall act as the secretary of said commission and shall 
keep a record of the minutes of said meetings in a book pro­
vided for that purpose. He shall have a voice in the discus­
sion of all matters coming before the commission, but shall 
not have the right to vote. 
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RECORDS OF COMMISSION 

RULE 5. All matters of business shall be presented on 
motion which shall be entered on the records by the secretary 
and determined by a majority vote. 

APPLICATIONS FOR ASSISTAN CE 

RULE 6. All applications for assistance must be made in 
writing on the proper form prepared by this commission and 
sworn to before a notary public. The application shall then 
be delivered to the board of the county in which applicant 
has his domicile and no application shall be passed upon by 
the commission until it has first been acted upon by the county 
board of the applicant's residence. 

CONSIDERATION B '{ COMMISSIO N 

RULE 7. No application for assistance shall be considered 
by this commission except at its regular meeting and any two 
members being present shall constitute a quorum for the pur­
pose of passing upon said application. 

CUSTODY OF APPLICATIONS 

RULE 8. The application with all papers pertaining there­
to received by the county board, including the investigator's 
report and any other written evidence, shall be forwarded to 
the commission by the county board fo r final disposition by 
the commission. All applications coming before this commis­
sion shall be carefully considered and be approved or dis­
approved by at least two members of the commission . Any 
one member of the commission may demand a further invest i­
gation of any application, the investigation to be made by the 
local board or any member of the commission, as the com­
mission may direct, or by the superintendent of the com­
mission. 

NO DISCRIMINATION 

· RULE 9. In the consideration of application for old age 
assistance, there shall be no discrimination of any kind as to 
race, color, religion, political affiliation or moral turpitude, 
except as provided for in the old age assistance act. 

REVERSAL OF COUNTY BOARD'S DECISION 

RULE 10. All applications with all papers pertaining 
thereto with the approval or disapproval of the county board 
noted thereon, shall be forwarded to the commission for its 
final determination and if the commission, af ter careful in­
vestigation, should decide that the county board should be 
reversed, then, in such case, all papers shall be returned to the 
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county board, from which they came with such recommenda­
tions as the commission may make. 

RECORDS OF HEARING 
RULE 11. A record of all investigations shall be reduced 

to writing and signed by tb.ose sitting as representatives of 
the commission and kept on file in the office of said commis­
sion, t? be finally passed upon by the commission. 

PLACE OF HEARING 
RULE 12. The commission may for the purpose of in­

vestigating any applicant for old age assistance, or for the 
purpose of making any investigation coming within the pur­
view of this act, hold such investigation in its office at Des 
Moines, or at any vantage point, covering said investigation, 
and it may appoint any one or more of its members to sit 
and determine the issue of said investigation upon its merits, 
as the commission may direct. 

EXECUTIVE SESSIONS OF COMMISSION 
RULE 13. All meetings of said commission, at which time 

applications for assistance or other matters of a personal 
nature are to be considered and voted upon, shall be in execu­
tive session. 

INSPE CTION OF INSTITUTIONS 
RULE 14. Institutions receiving assistance from the old 

age pension fund for the benefit of any person living therein, 
shall be visited by some member of the commission, or the 
superintendent of said commission, at least twice a year, who 
shall make a thorough investigation as to the disposition of 
said assistance from the old age assistance fund and report 
the visit in writing, and the commission shall designate the 
institution to be visited, by whom, and when said visit shall 
be made. No notice shall be given in advance of said visit. 

REVISION OF RULES 
RULE 15. These rules and regulations may be revised, 

extended or changed upon written notice being given of said 
revision, extension or change, said notice setting forth the 
desired revision, extension, and signed by any member of the 
commission but said notice shall lay on the table over at least 
one r egular meeting and thereafter approved by any two 
members of the commission at its next regular meeting. 
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PART 4 

RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING COUNTY OLD 
AGE ASSISTANCE BOARDS 

THE OLD AGE ASSISTANCE ACT 
RULE 1. The act itself , the "old age assistance act," 

chapter 19 acts of the Forty-fifth General Assembly in ex­
traordinary session, shall be and is the first rule, regulation 
and procedure of the old age assistance board in each of the 
various counties of the state, and all other rules and regula­
tions adopted by the old age assistance commission, for the 
guidance of the work of said board, are supplementary. 

HAND BOOK SHALL GUIDE 
RULE 2. The information contained in the "Hand Book 

for County Old Age Assistance Boards and Investigators" 
contains the rules and regulations for all county old age assist­
ance boards and shall be the guide for the proceedings and 
work of the various county old age assistance boards and all 
their employees and investigators. 

HAND BOOK REVISIONS 
RULE 3. The hand book will be re-issued from time to 

time by the state commission and the latest of said issues shall 
govern until replaced, or amended, at a later date. 

DEFINITION OF "BOARD" 
RULE 4. The term "board" shall mean the old age assist­

ance board in each of the various counties of the state. 

PERSONNEL OF BOARD 
RULE 5. The personnel of the board shall meet the fol­

lowing standards as provided for in section 5 of the old age 
assistance act: 

(A) The board shall consist of three members, not more 
than two of whom shall belong to the same political party. 

(B) At least one member shall be a woman. 
(C) One member shall be the overseer of the poor who shall 

serve without term. 
(a) However, in counties having more than one overseer 
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of the poor, the county board of supervisors shall designate 
which one of the overseers of the poor shall act. 

(b) In counties having two courthouses and having more 
than one overseer of the poor, the county board of supervisors 
shall designate one such overseer to serve as a member of the 
county board, and designate the second overseer of the poor, 
whose office is located at the second courthouse, to act in an 
advisory capacity to said board when it is meeting at or in 
the vicinity of the second courthouse. (This rule is for the 
benefit of Lee and Pottawattamie counties.) 

(c) In counties having no overseer of the poor, the county 
board of supervisors should, by resolution, designate some 
person to serve as such without compensation and with the 
sole duty of serving on the county old age assistance board. 
The person so designated shall serve without term. 

TERMS OF OFFICE 
RULE 6. Terms of office of members of the county board, 

except the overseer of the poor, shall be fixed by the board of 
supervisors for terms of one and two years respectively, and 
ending on the first day of July. They shall be so designated 
in writing and filed with the county auditor and with the 
state commission. 

OFFICERS OF BOARD 
RULE 7. Immediately following appointment, the old age 

assistance board shall meet and organize, designating one of 
their members as chairman, and one as secretary. 

PLACE OF MEETING 
RULE 8. The board shall select a place for meeting, but 

under no circumstances shall said place of meeting be in con­
nection with the place, room, or office of the county overseer 
of the poor, county welfare workers, city or county charities, 
or any other charity or benevolent organization. Said place 
of meeting shall be separate and distinct from the interests 
above mentioned. 

BOARD OFFICE 
RULE 9. The office or place of meeting of the board shall 

be established with a view to the age and frailty of those 
making application for assistance, as well as the convenience 
of the board. In buildings without an elevator, the office 
should be on the first or ground floor, wherever possible. 

RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
RULE 10. The board shall keep a careful record of all its 

proceedings in connection with each individual application for 
old age assistance. 
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SECURING APPLICATION BLANKS 
RULE 11. In all counties of less than 30,000, the boar d 

shall arrange for and specify the county office at which appli­
cants for old age assistance may secure the for m OAAl on 
which to make application, and secure free notarial services 
and help in the filling out of said• form, at such times as the 
board is not in session. 

OFFICE EMPLOYEES 
RULE 12. There are some 17 or more counties in the state 

of Iowa, having a population of 30,000 and over. It is urged 
by the commission that in these counties the local boa rd, em­
ploy at least one clerk, who shall be a stenographer, to assist 
said county board in the clerical work. 

OFFICE HOURS 
RULE 13. It is further urged by the commission that in 

all counties having a population of 30,000 and over, the office 
of the board be kept open for business at least 3 hours each 
day, except Sundays and holidays, so that any one desiring 
to do so may be able to contact said office, especially the aged 
seeking assistance. 

TIME AND PLACE OF MEETINGS 
RULE 14. The county board shall arrange the time, place 

and frequency of their meetings, but in no case shall they 
meet less often than once a month. 

FORM FOR APPLICATION 
RULE 15. All applications for old age assistance shall be 

made on form OAAl which is supplied by the state commis­
sion to the county board. This form is contained in one page, 
is printed on white paper, and shall be signed by the appli­
cant before a notary public. The applicant may be helped in 
filling out the form whenever necessary. 

APPLICANT OUTSIDE. HOME COUNTY 
RULE 16. Where any board has an application from any 

resident of the county under its jurisdiction who for some 
justifiable reason may be temporarily located in another 
county, in this state, said board shall communicate with the 
superintendent of the old age assistance commission who will 
then cause the application to be investigated by such qualified 
investigator as will be most convenient to make the expense 
therefor as low as possible. For such service the county board 
thus benefited shall pay the local investigator, through the 
office of the state commission, the sum of $1.50 plus mileage, 
if any. 
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RESIDENT OF HOME FOR AGED 
RULE 17. An inmate or resident in a charitable, benevo­

lent or fraternal home shall make his application for assist­
ance to the board of the county in which he last resided be­
fore taking up his abode at such home. 

INVESTIGATORS' REPORTS 
RULE 18. All investigators' r eports shall be made on form 

OAA2 which is supplied by the state commission to the county 
board. This form is contained in eight pages and is printed 
on yellow paper. The form is not to be filled out by the aged 
applicant but by the investigator who will ascertain the infor­
mation for the filling out of the blanks through an interview 
with the applicant and by such other means as the investi­
gator deems necessary. The statement and answers arising 
from the sixteen questions shall be read to the applicant who 
shall verify the same by signing the form in the presence of 
a notary public or office legally entitled to take and receive 
oaths. 

INVESTIGATOR'S REPORT NOT NECESSARY 
RULE 19. If, in the opinion of the board, the applicant 

has eliminated the possibility of his being eligible to receive 
assistance by the information furnished on the original appli­
cation form, form OAAl, it shall not be necessary for the 
board to go to the expense of causing a further investigation 
and the filling out and filing of form OAA2. Provided, how­
ever, that the original application be sent to the office of the 
state commission. 

LOCAL INVESTIGATORS 
RULE 20. No person, including members of the board, 

shall conduct an interview or fill out and certify form OAA2 
unless and until said person shall have first taken the exami­
nation provided for under section 7 of the old age assistance 
act and shall have been issued an investigator's certificate by 
the state commission. Even though qualified as an investi­
gator, a member of the county board is barred from receiving 
compensation for his services by the provisions of section 6 
of the old age assistance act . . 

NO DISCRIMINATION 
RULE 21. The board shall take care in considering all 

applications for assistance that r eligion, color, nationality, 
social standing, political affiliation or moral turpitude as re­
ferred to in section 12, of the law shall not enter into the 
consideration, or in the fixing of the recommendation by the 
board, but that the law only shall be the determining factor 
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.1n the approval or disapproval of the application of the appli­
cant, and in the recommending of the amount of assistance. 

CUSTODY OF PAPERS 
RULE 22. The board, after the conclusion of each case, 

will gather together all papers pertaining to said case l!n d, 
with application f orm, investigator's form, and the recom­
mendations of the board, and will forward the same to the 
office of the old age assistance commission at Des Moines, 
Iowa. 
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PART 5 
MISCELLANEOUS DIRECTIONS AND INSTRUCTIONS 

PROCEDURE TO BE FOLLOWED BY APPLICANT FOR 
OLD AGE ASSIST'ANCE 

An applicant for old age assistance first obtains form OAA-1 
from the secretary of the county old age assistance board, 
county investigator, county auditor, or any member of the 
county old age assistance board. This application form is a 
single white sheet. It is a simple matter to fill it in and the 
applicant need not employ any one to help him in this work. 
He may ask the assistance of some member of the old age 
assistance board or some employee if he so desires. He should 
not ask the auditor for assistance, for he cannot spare the 
time from his office duties. 

After filling in the blank, the applicant should sign it in 
front of a notary and file the claim for assistance with the 
county old age assistance board. The office of the county old 
age assistance board in most instances, will be located in the 
court house. 

In signing the application, the applicant should sign all 
names in full. He should not use any initials. 

Illustration: 
Proper way Mary Elizabeth Jones 
Wrong way Mrs. J. H. Jones 
Wrong way Mrs. M. E. Jones 

After filing application, the applicant should dismiss the 
matter from his mind until such time as a trained investi­
gator shall interview him, or he is notified to appear before 
the old age assistance board. 

In due time, the findings of the investigator will be con­
sidered by the county old age assistance board, who will for­
ward the application, together with all supporting papers, to 
the state old age assistance commission at Des Moines. Ac­
companying this will be a recommendation to the state old 
age assistance commission concerning the granting or rej ec­
tion of the claim. If the claim is approved by the state old 
age assistance commission, a certificate will be issued to the 
applicant setting out the amount claimant is to receive and 
the date of payment. 
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If the claim is rej ected, claimant will be so notified. He 
has the right, then, to appeal from the decision of the com­
mission to the district court of the county in which the ap­
plication was filed by serving ten days' notice of such appeal 
upon the superintendent or upon any member of the com­
m1ss10n. The court will hear artd determine the application 
on its merits. The court may either uphold or r everse the 
decision of the commission and its action is final. An appli­
cant whose application has been rej ected may not re-apply 
for assistance until the expiration of twelve months from the 
date of the previous application. 

ILLUSTRATIONS OF RESIDENCE AND DOMICILE 

1-DOMIGILE: 

The place where one takes up his abode with purvose and 
intent to remain at the time of so doing. 

PURPOSE and INTENT established by the physical act s of 
the person, either expressed or unexpressed. 

The state commission is to be the sole judge of said acts 
based on facts as shown by the investigation. 

2-RESIDENCE: 

Any place where one resides, without r egard to time, place, 
or permanency. It may be either t emporary or permanent. 

One may have a residence without a domicile. But one can­
not have a domicile without a residency. Facts surrounding 
the case will determine the question of domicile. 

Domicile: 

Illustration under the rule governing domicile : 

John Jones was born in Iowa and lived there for 50 year s 
until 1930 when he went to California, bought a h ome and 
stated to his new found friends and neighbors, "Yes, I came to 
California for my health, and to get away from the rigors of 
the Iowa winters. I expect to remain in California, at least 
as long as I like it out here." . 

John Jones has established a domicile in California, even 
though he stays in California only two or three years, and 
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lost his right to benefit under the old age assistance act of 
Iowa. Why? 

(a) Because he purchased a home showing intent to 
stay in California. 

(b) Made a statement "of intent to his neighbors. 

The time he remained in California, therefore, is not the 
determining factor, but the intent. Should he return to 
Iowa, he would be compelled to live in Iowa ten years from the 
date of his return before he could receive old age assistance 
under this act. 

Illustration No. 2: 

John Jones leaves Iowa where he had lived for 50 years 
and goes to Illinois; rents a home or moves in with his daugh­
ter or son. After he has been there long enough to do so, 
he registers for the election. 

On the election day he goes to the polls and votes for a 
candidate for governor and the remainder of the candidates on 
his ticket. By so doing, Mr. Jones establishes a domicile in 
Illinois and loses his rights under the old age assistance act 
of Iowa. Why Because by voting he says, "I am a citizen 
of Illinois." Before he can benefit under this act he must 
return to Iowa and live there 10 years from the date of his 
return. 

Illustration No. 3: 

John Jones leaves Iowa where he has lived for 50 years 
saying-"! am going to California to live with :my children." 
He does so, and is there at the present time. He has been 
there now for two or three years. He disposed of what little 
personal property he had in Iowa, or took it with him. His 
domicile is in California. Why? Because he left Iowa, in­
tending to make his home in California with his children. 

Residence: 

Illustration under the rule governing residence: 
John Jones, a builder and contractor who lived in Iowa for 

35 years, in 1932 was compelled to give up his business be­
cause of age and failing health, and in 1932 went to Colorado 
under directions of his doctor. 

In conversation with his new neighbors in Colorado he said, 

52 



"Oh yes, I am a resident of Iowa; I am here only because of 
my health, and as soon as I am able I expect to return to 
Iowa." His residence may be in Colorado, but his domicile is 
in Iowa. Why? Because he is in Colorado only temporarily, 
and he now expects and always has expected to return to Iowa 
as soon as his health permits. • 

Illustration No. 2: 

John Jones is in the employ of the Government as an in­
spector of the Hoover Dam where he has been for the past 
four years, being appointed from Council Bluffs, Iowa. His 
domicile is in Iowa. Why? Because he is out of the state 
as an employee of t he Government and, though he may stay 
away from Iowa several years, as the result of this appoint­
ment, this does not affect his d01nicile in Iowa. 

Illustration No. 3: 

John Jones is United States Ambassador to Mexico and 
has lived in Mexico for 15 years. He went from Iowa after 
receiving his appointment. His domicile is in Iowa, but he 
has resided in Mexico for 15 years. Why? Because he is in 
the service of the United States government, and his domicile 
is not disturbed. 
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PART 6 
INSTRUCT10NS .TO INVES'rIGATOR 

INVESTIGATORS ! PLEASE READ. 
The investigator should remember that his duties are like 

those of an insurance adjuster. The aged person represents 
himself as being eligible to receive old age assistance when he 
makes out form OAAl. The investigator makes out form 
OAA2 stating fully the essential facts on which the county 
board is to make its recommendation for the payment of 
the assistance. In a like manner a property owner, carrying 
fire insurance and being of the opinion that his insurance 
policy covers the loss just suffered, files his claim with an 
insurance company. The company sends its adjuster who 
learns the conditions and circumstances surrounding the fire 
and the r esulting loss, ascertains the essential facts and fig­
ures and turns them over to the officials of the company for 
final disposition and settlement of the claim. 

HOW TO FILL OUT AN INVESTIGATOR'S INTERVIEW 
AND REPORT 

Those who have taken the investigat or's examination will 
remember the "Story of Martha Jones." With some varia­
tions and additions, that story is retold here and an investi­
gator's foterview and report, form OAA2, made out in the 
r ecommended manner is reproduced as a suggestion and guide 
to those who are to conduct the interviews and to report on 
the cases of applicants for old age assistance. 

THE STORY OF MARTHA JONES 
Martha Jones was born in Lancaster, Lancaster county, 

Pennsylvania, on July 14, 1865. Her father, a native of Eng­
land, was naturalized in 1861, and her mother was from 
France. The parents' marriage took place in Lancaster. They 
came to Freehold county, Iowa, and settled upori a farm near 
the town of Countyseat in the spring of 1880. 

Both her parents, James and Nanette Blanc Brown, had 
passed away before Martha's marriage to Henry Mark Jones, 
June 30, 1886. Her husband was exactly three years her 
senior and a native of Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. A few 
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weeks after their marriage, this couple made their home on 
a homestead in Exter county, North Dakota, where their two 
children were born; Harry, who is 45 years old, and Nellie 
who was born one year later on Memorial day. 

A younger daughter, Elizabeth, was born on the 12th day 
of February following her parents' return to the Brown fam­
ily home in Iowa, which was in the spring of 1895. Hard 
times in the Dakotas had driven them back and they occu­
pied the farm just vacated by Mrs. Jones' brother, Charles, 
who is now a wealthy man and resides in New Iowa, California. 

Her husband did not vote in the election that fall, but 
five years later .became an ardent William McKinley supporter. 
He was naturalized March 20, 1885, at Countyseat, Iowa. 

Mrs. Jones and her husband from that time on, retained a 
great interest in politics and since women have been eligible 
to vote she has never missed a school, city, county, state, 
national or primary election without casting her ballot. In 
1932 she voted for Franklin D. Roosevelt, voting in Center 
township in her county. 

Mr. Jones, the husband of Martha, passed away December 
2, 1928, leaving his wife an unincumbered home, which she 
now occupies, in Countyseat, worth about $1,500.00 and 
$400.00 in savings which were afterwards tied up in a bank 
failure. She now has a final, five per cent dividend check com­
ing from the r eceiver of the Marble Front bank of Countyseat. 
The legal description of the home occupied by Martha is "Lot 
1, Block 2, Boom Addition to the Town of Countyseat, Free­
hold County, Iowa." 

The taxes on the property amount to $30.00 per year, but 
Mrs. Jones, who has been largely self-supporting since her 
husband's death and until a bad fall which caused her arm 
to be broken, has had the t axes on her property suspended 
by the board of supervisors for the year of 1934 and the 
last half of 1933. 

The broken arm never healed properly and she was in the 
Freehold county hospital for exactly four months from the 
second day of June, 1932. Even now her elbow is stiff and 
cannot be bent easily and without pain. 

The son is a tenant farmer r esiding in his mother's home 
county. He is having a struggle making both ends meet, 
being involved in debt, and having had his crops all but ruined 
by the drought. Last year he furnished wood, potatoes, vege­
tables, milk and butter to his mother and his younger sister , 
Elizabeth, who was married to a man also named Jones, 10 
years ago, but whose husband was accidentally killed by a 

55 



train. Elizabeth has since lived with her mother. Elizabeth's 
recent illness has made her into a semi-invalid and she is 
gradually becoming blind, being at this time able only to dis­
tinguish light from dark. 

Martha's son, Harry, has a son Harry Jr., just past 21 
years of age, who is now in ·Detroit, Michigan, seeking work. 
Harry J r . has two younger sisters who ar e twins, Nancy and 
Anne, ages 15. 

Mrs. Jones' older daughter, Nellie, and her husband, Owen 
Black, are both deceased. They left two minor sons, James, 
a high school student aged 17, and John, aged 14, now living 
with Nellie's daughter, Charlotte, aged 21, who recently mar­
ried a very wealthy young man, Charles Muchmoney, of Big­
town, Minnesota. 

Mrs. Jones visit ed her granddaughter for six months, be­
ginning her visit just exactly three years ago today. When 
Mrs. Jones left for Countyseat, Charlotte and her husband 
gave her $150.00 and her return railroad ticket. 

The Community Church Ladies Aid society of C'ountyseat 
has helped Mrs. Jones and her daughter with clothing and 
small gifts during the past year and the county has had to 
furnish a little coal, six tons at $7.00 per ton, and groceries 
from time to time. 

The county has otherwise aided her in the sum of $82.00. 
Mrs. Jones' income from boarding school teachers last year 
was $50.00 and she earned $40.00 by practical nursing in 
neighbor's homes last year. Her health is quite good, but 
her little community offers her but small opportunity to earn 
more than a meager sum. 

The budget for Mrs. J ones and her daughter is very modest. 
The electric bill is rarely over the monthly minimum rate of 
$1.00. Their doctor bill last year was $15.00, nearly all of 
which was for treatments for Elizabeth. She carries insur­
ance on the home. Mrs. Jones had a new winter coat last fall 
which cost $15.00. She bought $28.00 worth of goods which 
she made into clothes for Elizabeth and herself. Mrs. Jones 
carries $1,300.00 fire insurance on her home and the premium 
is $10.40 per year. The expenditures for very necessary re­
pairs and upkeep on her home should amount to about $24.00 
per year. 
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County No. 102 

HOW TO FILL OUT FORM OAAl 

A pplication No. (St«te office) 

S'l'A'l'E OF I O~VA 

OLD AGE ASSISTANCE CO IUJ'l1ISSION 

'l,o County Bonrtl• for 01(1 Ag·e Assistnnc e 

Freehold County 
Name J o,nes1 Martha, Brow n 

Give la.st n ame fir st. 
Place of Birth Lancaster , LanGaste1· Go-unt y P en:nsyl·va,nfo., 

City, township, county, s tate . 

Date of Birth July 
Month 

14 
D ay 

1865 
Y ear 

Are yo u a citi zen of the U ni ted States 1 Y cs Are you a citizen of Iowa? Y es 
How long have you r es ided in Unit,ed States ? 69 Yrs . In Iowa.? 45 Yrs. In Coun ty 1 45 Yrs . 

Do you own a ny real property ? Yes V alue $1,500 .00 
(Yes or No) (Approximate val u e) 

Do y ou own any personal propeTty ! Yes Value $150 .00 Liens if any none 

Children; if any: 
(Son or Daughter) 
Son 
Daughter 
Daughter 

(Yes or No) (Approximate) 

Nam e 
Harry J ones 
N eU.ie Jones B l"ck 
Elizctbeth Jones 

(Approx imate) 
Kind of li en none 

Address 
Oountysea t , Iowa 
( D eceasecl) 
Countyseat, I ow a, 

Do you have an y income? Yes Source: Nursing, housew ork, Amount p er yeaT $90.00 
(Yes or No) boarders. 

JJiarth,i J ones Bla,ck 
Sign atur e of appli cant. 

Gountyseat, Iow a. 

Address of Appl icant. 
none 

Phone number ( if a n y) 

Subscribed in my presence, a nd s,vo rn to before me, by M artha Jones Bla,ck, per• 
son a lly known to me to be t.he identical pei·son w hom he cla ims to be, this fi1·st day of 
July, 1934. 
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HOW TO FILL OUT FORM OAA2 

Oounly No. 102 A 1111llc11tlon No, (Slat e office ) 

REPOllT OF INVE STIGATOll AND 
INTERVIEW WITH APPLICANT FOR OLD AGE ASSISTANCE 

Note : Every question shall be full y ans wered by appli cant and the blanks filled in 
by investigator. 

IMPORTANT 
(Chapter 19, Acts of t h e Forty-fifth Gen ­

e ra l Assembly iu Extraordinary S ession). 

THE STATE OF IOWA 
County of Preehold 

'rhis form shall not be given out to any 
on e, but sha ll be kept in the possess ion 
of the Cou nty Board or Cou nty Investi· 
ga tor, to be u sed only when making an 
investigation of an application for Old 
Age Ass istance. 

1. l,, ull name of appli cant M,ir tha Brow n Jones Sex E'emale Age 69 

Maiden name if married woma n or widO\v Martha Brown 
Present r esiden ce Oountyseat, Iowa 

2. ]Tull name of husband or wife H enry jJ:fark Jones Prese nt addr ess De cease£l 

3. Date of birth of husband or wife July 14, 1862 Birthplace Hamilton, Ontario, Own. 

T h e following records or other written evldenee are submitted to verify 
each statement, Any authentie evldenee of age will be aeeepted if the 
birth certi ftcntc is not nvnilnble. 

Birthdate of appli cant Jttly 14 , 1865 
B irth place of appli cant La,ncaster, Lcinca,ster Cou nty, P ennsylv a,,u·a 
Citizenship of applicant Unit ed St ,it es 
Ev idence of applicant's citizenship Native bo rn.. H er huslw,nd, naturalized before ma1·riage 

In case evidence of citizenship is not ava ilable : (Women only) 
Year appli cant last voted 1934 County Preehold City Oountyseat Precin ct or 'l' wp. Center 
Date of husand's naturalization JJf.arch 20 1 1885 

Paren. s of applicant 
Father James Brow n 
Mother Nan ette Blanc Brown 

Birthplace 
England 
France 

Paren ts of spouse 
F a ther Unknown 
Moth er Unknown 

4. If married more than once so sp ecify, more recen t fir st : 

Birthplace 
U nknown 
Unknown 

Married Widowecl Divorced Separatecl Deserted 
D a te June 30 , 1886 Dec. 2, 1928 . ....... . . . 
P lace Oountyseat, Iow a Oountyseat, Iowa .. ... ..... . 
Date . . ....... . ....... . . . . .. .. . .. . .. .. . . . . . .... . 
P la ce . . .... . . . ........ • • • • • • · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

5. How long ha s applicant liv ed cont inuously in Iowa 1 39 y ears 
(Note: Add1·esses to be given on page 4.) 

6. Relatives of Applicant: 

Name 
Chilclren: 
Harry Jones 
N ellw Jones Black 
Elizab eth Jones 

Male grandchildren: 

Res idence 

Oountyseat , Iow ttJ 
Deceased 
Oountyseat , I owa 

Harry Jones, Jr. D etroit , Mich . 
James Ela.ck Biytow n, Minn. 
John Black Biutow n , Minn. 
Spouse: 
H em-y Mark Jones Deceased 

Age 

45 

39 

21 
17 
14 

Number of 
d ep enclent 
children 

2 
2 

non.e 

none 
none 
none 

7. Amount p er w eek appli cants is now r eceiv in g from 
public or priva te sou r ces 

Amount N ame of Organization 
E'reehol.d County, Iow a 

Income Able to aicl 
p er w eek 

nmie very little 
nmie no 
no-ne no 

non e none 
none ·none 
·1wne none 

If appli cation is approved , 
wi ll aid continue 1 

no $ 2.14 
Unknown 
$ 3 .00 

L adies ' Aid Society of Oountyseat , Iow ,i 
Granddaughter , Charlotte Muchmoney of 

vrobctbl.y not 
vossibly 

Biutown, Mitnnesota 
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8. Living arrangemen ts . Satisfactory I Seem to be 
Present home of applica,nt: (Check the t.ype of house in which applicant lives) 
Owned .. . x ... Rented ...... Lodging . . .... Board . . . . .. Institutional home ... . 

Amount of 
rent 

Amount of Number of Which 
board rooms f loor Owner's name 

Martha Jones 
Owner's address 
Oountyseat, Iowa 

9. Names of persons su ch as other members of household or k eeper of lodging house, 
willing to continue in terest or some respo1lsibility, financial or otherwise. 

Name 
Harry Jones 

El'izabeth Jones 

Address 
Freehold, County, Iowa 

Coun tyseat, I owa 

Kinship 
Son 

Daughter 

RF.AI. ESTATE 

Interest or Responsibility 
Will help w ·ilh food and fuel 
when possib!e for him 
Wiil help with her services 

10. I h er eby affirm thab I h ave not sold, transferred or assigned any real estate or 
other property during the past five years except as follows: None 
Give description, location and value of any r eal property owned wholly or in part 
by applicant or by husband or wife. 

Home, Lot 1, Block 2, Boom Addition to the 
Town of Oountyseat , Freehold Oounty, Iowa 
Approxima.te value $ 1,500.00 

Assessed value $ 900.00 
Mortgages $ None 
Applicant's equ ity $ Oomplete 

Name of mortgagee None 
Address of mortgagee ...... . ..... . ....... . ... .. .. . ......... • . . , .... , .... . 
Rate of interest ....... . ...... . .. . 
What payments on principal of rnoTtgnge are req uired ? . . . 
'!'axes per year $30.00 Amount abated $45 .00 
Kin d of special assessments none Amo un t $ none 

Amount of policy $1,,300.00 

Fire insurance 
Annual premium $ 10.40 

State of r epair Good 

Income from Renta ls $ ... . .•. . .. 

Carrying charges equivalen t to approximately how much rental per month! $5.,SS 

PERSONAL PROPERTY 

Cash on h and or in bank: Other p ersonal property inclnrling securities, etc.; 
Val ue and/or amount: 
$ Applicant has final 5% dividend coming from the ,·eceiver of the M1trble Front 
Brink of Oowntyseat , Iow1t, on $400.00 deposit in said bcink anr! bel<mging to her 
when the bank failed. 

LIFF. INSURANCE, FJTC. 

Insurance carried by a.pplicant for self $ none Insurance on applicant carried 
by others $ ........... ... Carried by whom! .. ................ . . ....... . . . 
Insurance on applicant assign ed to others $ . . . ... .. . . .. . 

Sum insured for 
$ none 
$ .. .. .. . " .. .. 
$ ........... .. 

Kind Name of company 
none none 

llEALTH 

Annual payment 
$ none 
$ ... .. ...... . 
$ ........... . 

11. What illness(es) if any, now or during the past year! Good, health during period 

D uration of illness Name and address of attending physician 

Have you h ad hospital care during past year I no 
Date of admission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Date of discharge. 
State nature of any physical har.dicap stiff elbow 

DUDGF.T 

12 . Are yo u employed! No. If n nernployed, are you able to work! Yes (N.irsing and 
light house work) 
Give reasons for un employment L ack of opportunity in small tow n. 
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13, Applicant's expenses per 
week (estimated) 

(In case of family ex­
penditures, give only ap· 
plicanb's share) 
Food $ 3.50 
Rent or property 

expense 
Fuel 
Light 
Clothing 
Insurance 
Boa,·d 
Medical care 
Other expenses 
Total weekly exp. 

1.35 
.75 
.25 

1.00 
.20 

nl»'l,e 
.:w 
.75 

$ 8.00 

Applicant's income per week 

Source 
Earnings of applicant Nu1·sing in homes of 

Neighbon, 

Amount 
per week 

the 

Earnings of husband or wife None 
Income from pens ions, annuities or funds None 
Income.from rentals Boarditng teachers 
Income from children and other relatives Grand­

daughter, Charlotte l!fuchmoney 
Income from societies Ladies' Aid Society 
Income from other sources Freehold County 

$ .76 

,96 

3.00 

2 .14 

'l'otal weekly income $ 6,86 

14. Give addresses in Iowa for ten years pri01· to application (more recent first). 

County 
Freehold 
F1·eehold 

City, town or township 
Countyseat 
on farm in c01tnty 

Number and street address Dates there 
......... .... . . . . . .... .,1928 to date 
........ . . . ......... . . . 1895 to 1928 

If absent from the state foT 6 mon ths or more a t any time during the Ja,st 10 years, 
give the time, place and reason Visited, gra,,ndd,aughte1·, Charlotte Muchmoney, in Big­
tow n, Minnesota from Augu-st 10, 1931 mitil J,muary 10, 1932. 

15. I s applicant now an inmate of any state or county institution 1 No 
(if so, what institution !) None 

16. Has applicant paid all installment-s of the old age assistance tax? Yes 

T h is n 111,lication ls nuule under t h e uennttles of perjury 

Date Augu.,t 1 0, 1934 
Signature JJfartha B1·own Jones 

Subscribed in my presence, and sworn to before me, by Martha Brown Jones per­
sonally known to me to be th e identical person whon1 he claims to be, this 10 day of 
Aiigiist, 19 34. 

I. M. l!fcKimm 
Notary Public in and for F1~eehold County, Iowa . 

RF.PORT OF THE COUNTY INVEST IGAT OR 

Have you checked the applicant's answers to the questions ! Do you find t h at the 
applicant has told a ll substantial and essential facts sought by the questions I If you 
find any important, addi t iona l facts , w hich m ay be helpful or otherwise to the ap· 
plicant's claim , or misrepresentations in the answers, what are they 1 

1. Yes . AU statements siibslantiated. 'l'he i•ndersigned has seen a copy of the old 
family Bible of the James Brown family recm-ding Martha's birth date as July 14, 
1865; a"lso, see attached affidavit of two .~chooimates now residing in Lancaster, 
P enn., as additional pi-oof of applicwnt's age. 

6. None of he,· children are ,ible to help excep t tlwt Harry, on farm does give the 
a,pplicant foo,l and fuel when he ca,n---he is having a ha,·d time himself. The 
male grandchildren are aU too young a,nd have no 'means. Her brothe1·, Charles 
Jones, New Iow a, Oa,li/01-nia, is well-to-do-. 

7 . Of the help that she receive,L diiring the last yea,· only thnJ, of the Ladies' Aid 
Society of Countyseat can aglt,in be hoped for-and it is rathe1· doubtful . 

8. The gr,i1uldaughter, Char/,otte Muchmoney, of Bigtown, Mimnesota, might help or 
be interested in Martha Jones, bttt this too, is rather questionable . 

13 . Becwuse of lack of oppo,·tunity to earn, an,L lltck of both piib lic a.nd private money 
due to the hard times and so forth, her income will this yenr undoubtedly fall 
far below even her income shown on the budget sheet. 

Date Aiigust 10, 1934 
Freehold County 

Signed Haro/a P . Chase, 
Investigator for the Old Age Assistance Board 

of Freeh old County, 

NOTE: Under "Report of the County Investigator" are presented some sample 
notations of notes added by the investigator. 
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THE COUNTY OLD AGE ASSISTANCE BOARDS 
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Name of Boar d Member 

ADAIR COUNTY 
Ernest F reese 
T . A. Doud ........... . 
Mrs. E. E. Beatty ... 

ADAMS COUNTY 

COUNTY OLD AGE ASSISTANCE BOARDS 

Party 
Affiliation Term Ending 

Dem . . ...... ............ July 1, 1935 ............ Adair 
...... Dem . .... ............... July 1, 1936 ............ Stuart 

Rep. . .................. Without Ter m. ... .. Greenfield 

Address Phone No . 

Ar thur Leonard ........ ............ . .................. Rep . ......... ...... .... J uly 1, 1935 .... ........ Corning-902 6th St...................................... ... 360 
J ames Lyman . ............... . ......... Dem ..... .. ............ J uly 1, 1936 ............ Corning-803 7th St..... . ....... .. .......... 379 
Mrs. H elena Johnson ... Rep . ................. Without Term ...... Corning-804 13th St ...................................... 309 

ALLAMAKEE COUNTY 
Frank E. Teeling ... . 
Mrs. Anna Deeny .... . 
H . G. Ludeman ... 

AP PA N OO SE COUNTY 

Dem. . .. ... J uly 1, 1935 Waukon 
......... Dem. . ............. J u ly 1, 1936.... W aukon 

. .. .. ...... Rep. . .. ... .. .. ......... Without Term. Waukon 

8 
316 X 

32 

A . H. Stuckey .... . .... . Dem . .................. J uly 1, 1935 ........ Cen terville- 517 W. Stat e St........... ........ 657 Blue 
Perry Hixenbaugh ............................ ..... Rep . ..................... J u ly 1, 1936 ............ Centerville-520 W. Washington ......... ........ . 
E lizabeth Goodson ... .............. . ...... Dem . ................... Without Ter m. ..... Cent erville-120 N . 13th ....................... .. ..... 136 

A UDUBON COUNTY 
John I. Hensley ... ............................................ Dem ...................... July 1, 1935 ... ......... E xir a 
W. D. Sampson.............................. . ... Rep. . .................... July 1, 1936 ............ Audubon 
Mrs. Ellinor e B-rawdy........ . ... Rep. . .................... Without Term ...... Audubon 

BENTON COUNTY 
Sadie E . Yavorsky. .. Dem ................ July 1, 1935 ............ Belle Plaine 

42 
7 F 23 

95 Office 
495 Res. 

Oscar Reinhardt ..... Dem . . .................. July 1, 1936 ............ Van Horne ....................... . 
Irene Carpenter Rep. ..... . .......... Without Term ...... Vinton 240 



a, 
M 

BLACK HAWK COUNTY 
J. L. Fortunski ......... . .......... Dem .................... July 1, 1935 ............ Waterloo-433 Denver St ...... . 
J. H. Byers........... . ......... Rep. . ........... July 1, 1936 ............ Cedar Falls-319½ Main St .... . 
Jane Thompson ....... . ... Rep. . .......... Without Term. ..... Waterloo-214 E . 3d St .......... . 

BOONE COUNTY 
Charles G. J ohn son. . ................. Rep. . . ....... July 1, 1935 ............ Madrid 
Detlof Clausen . . ..... Dem. .... .. July 1, 1936 ..... ..... Ogden 
Genevra West . . ........... Rep . ................... Without T erm ... .. Boone-Courthouse 

BREMER COUNTY 
August Krueger . . ..... Dem. . . ....... July 1, 1935 .. 
Mrs. E mma Frank............... . .... Rep . .. ................. July 1, 1936 ... . 
R. Stephenson .............................................. Dern .................... Without Term.. 

BUCHANAN CO UNTY 
Albert Reed .............. . ............ Dem. . . ........ July 1, 1935 .......... Winthrop ......... . 
R. G. Swan....... . ........ Rep. .. July 1, 1936 .......... Independence 
Catherine Breidenbach ........ Dern . ................. Without Term .... Independence 

BUENA VISTA COUNTY 
H . G. Mittelstadt. .. ........ Dem . ................... July 1, 1935 ........ . 
H. A. H arvey. Rep. . .. July 1, 1936 ... . 
Nelle Cullen ... . ........ Dem .................. Without Term ... . 

BUTLER COUNTY 

.. 5955 J 
685 
602 

111 
412 
124 

69W 

116W 

117 
223 

. • 287 

389 
27 

414 

B. F. Hamilton .... ...................... ........ Rep ...... .. .............. July 1, 1935 ............ Clarksville ..................... ....................... ... ... .......... . 192-J 
17-W 
7 

Hugh Moser ........ . ........ .. Rep ...................... July 1, 1936 .......... .. Parkersburg 
Mrs. Daisy Care ... .. ... Dem . ...... ....... ........ July 1, 1936 ............ Greene 

CALHOUN COUNTY 
Harry C. Pittman .......................................... Rep ..... ................. July 1, 1935 ............ Lake City ........... . ...................................... . 
Mrs. G. V. Cole........ . ......................... Dem . ..................... July 1, 1936 ............ Manson ..... ..... . 
Dr. A . C. Nort on .... .... : ..... Rep ..................... Without Term. ..... Rockwell City .......................... . 

375 
50 
49 
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COU.NTY OLD AGE ASSISTANCE BOARDS-CONTINUED 

Name of Board Member 

CARROLL COUNTY 

Party 
Affiliation Term Ending 

John G. Merritt .............................................. Rep . ................... July 1, 1935 ............ Glidden 
Peter Rix ...................................................... Dem . .... ................ July 1, 1936 ............ Manning 

Address Phone No. 

Maude Bohnenkamp ....................... .......... Dem . ..................... Without Term. ..... Carroll-Courthouse ..................... ................... Ex-5 

CASS COUNTY 
Aden H. Hosfelt ...................................... Rep. . ........ July 1, 1935 .......... Massena .......... .. .............................. . 
J. F. McGovern... . ............................. Dem .................. July 1, 1936 .......... Atlantic-RFD 5 ........... . 
Pauline Thrower .. . ........ Dem . ................... Without Term .... Atlantic-Courthouse 

CEDAR COUNTY 
D. L . Diehl....... . .... Rep. . ................. July 1, 1935 .......... Tipton 
Dr. W. A. Grove. . Dem . ................... July 1, 1936 ............ Tipton 
Pauline R. Peters.. .. Rep. . .................. Without Term. ..... Tipton-Courthouse 

CERRO GORDO COUNTY 

52 
18-F12 

793 

374 
198 

70 

Mrs. R. Q. Moore........ . ..................... Dem. . ...... . July 1, 1935 ............ Mason City-132 11th St. N. E ........... 1940 
A. W. Stubbs... . .... Rep . .. ................... July 1, 1936 ......... ... Mason City-1101 19th St. S. W. ...... 533 
A. C. Peter s..... . ....... N. P. . ....... Without Term ..... Mason City-Old Postoffice Bldg .... ...... 1246 

CHEROKEE COUNTY 
Ross Sikons ...... . ....... Rep ...................... July 1, 1935 ..... .. ..... Marcus ........ ... . . 
Earl Frasier ....... . .......... Dern . ................. .. .. July 1, 1936 ............ Aurelia 
Mrs. l\L Garner... . ...... ... Ind . ........................ Without Term. ..... Cherokee 

CHICKASAW COUNTY 
Miss Ida Gardner ....................................... Dern . ................... July 1, 1935 ............ Alta Vista .... . ........................................................ . 
Frank Eichoff ....... . ............... Rep. . . ....... July 1, 1936 ............ Lawler ........... . 
W. R. Garland....... . ........ Dern. . . ...... Without Term. ..... New Hampton 



~ 

CLARKE COUNTY 
W. F. Boor ............ ..................... , ....... .. ...... ........... Dem . ....... .............. July 1, 1935 ............ Woodburn 
C. W. Hendrick ........ .. ............... .......... ............. Rep . .. .. ............... July 1, 1936 .... .. .. .. .. Murray 
Sarah Throckmorton .... .. .. .. .. .... .. .... .. ...... Rep. .. ............. ...... Without Term ...... Osceola ................... . 

CLAY COUNTY 
L. Van Vleck................... . .... .. ... Rep. .. .. .. .. .. .... July 1, 1935 .... .. ...... Ruthven, RFD 
0. T. Bailey.............................. .. .......... Dem . ................... July 1, 1936 ............ Royal .................... . 
Miss Lanna Grace Peeso ........... ........... Rep . ............. ...... Without Term ...... Spencer-Courthouse 

CLAYTON COUNTY 
John White ..... ................................................. Dem. . ... .... ... July 1, 1936 .......... Garber 
Mrs. Agnes Carroll ................ .. ..................... Dem . ..................... July 1, 1936 ............ Monona 
C. B. Moser .... .. ...................................................... Rep. .. ................... July 1, 1935 ............ Strawberry Point 

CLINTON COUNTY 
John A. Crook ................................................... Rep . ................... July 1, 1935 ............ Clinton-624 6th Ave. So .. . 

316 R 

3-Black 
85 

157 

Elizabeth B. Kellogg .......... .... .. ...... .. ......... Dem .................... July 1, 1936 ............ Clinton-531 9th Ave. So ................. .. ...... .. .. .. • 652 M 
Sam J. Jordan.... .. .. .. .... .. . Dem . .................. Without Term ...... Clinton-746 6th Ave. So ............... .. .. .. .......... 1616 X 

CRAWFORD COUNTY 
John A. Holland.... ... . .. .... .. ................ ..... Dem . .................. ... July 1, 1935 .......... .. Vail 
Magdalena Elwell ................ ....... ... Dem. .. ... July 1, 1936 ............ Denison-110 N. Pine St ...... .. .. .. 700 

743 Henry Ver Wey.......................... .. .... Rep• . ..................... Without Term ...... Denison-Courthouse 

DALLAS COUNTY 
J. H. Beveridge .................... .... ........................ Rep . ................... July 1, 1935 ............ Woodward .... ... .. ........ .... .. ...... .. 
Mrs. Emma Mainland .............................. Dem . ................. July 1, 1936 ............ Perry ........................ .. 
Earle Battershell ....................................... Rep. .. ................. Without Term ...... Adel-Courthouse 

DA VIS COUNTY 
F. W. BaumgaTten ....................................... Dem . ................. July 1, 1935 ............ Bloomfield 
Thomas A. Small.. .. .. ................................. Rep. .. . ....... July 1, 1936 ............ Bloomfield 
Margar ie Cummings .... ................ : ..... .. Ind ...... ........... ..... Without Term ...... Bloomfield 

38 

.. ................... Call by name 
... . ... .. ... .. ........ Call by name 

Welfare office 
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COUNTY OLD AGE ASSISTANCE BOARDS-CONTINUED 

Name of Board Member 

DECATUR COUNTY 
E. B. Saylor ...... . 
John Howell .... .. 
Gretchen Keshlear 

DELAWARE COUNTY 

Party 
Affiliation Term Ending 

Rep . ......... ... July 1, 1935 ............ Van Wert 
Dem . ................... July 1, 1936 ............ Davi s 
Dem ....... ............. Without Term .. .... Leon 

Address 

J ames Kehoe ....... .. .... Dem . ......... ......... July 1, 1935 ............ Hopkinton, RFD 
Mrs. S. Lulu Hunt Rep. ..... .. .. July 1, 1936 ............ E arlville 
F r ed W . Hermann.. Rep. .. .......... .. .. Without Term ...... Manchester 

DE S MOINES COUNTY 
Cha·rles Schwinn ... .. .................. Rep . ..... . ......... July 1, 1935 .... ... ... Bu·rlington-504 Summer St.. .. 
Frank A. Hassel.... Dem . ................. July 1, 1936 .......... .. Burling ton-630 So. 7th St .... . 
Miss Evelyn Wilson ... ... ... .... ...... ... . ..... .. ..... Without Term. ..... Burlington 

DICKINSON COUNTY 
B. A. Webb.. .. Dem . ................... July 1, 1935 ............ Montgomery 
C. McNary ..................................................... .. Dem. ... .. ......... July 1, 1936 ............ Terril ............ .. 
Mrs. A. L. Groom .. Rep. . ................ .. Without Term ..... Amolds Park 

DUBUQUE COUNTY 

Phone No. 

13F16 

240 

3139 
. 3666-W 

522 

... 22F14 S. Lake 

F rank R. Lacy ......... .. .... Rep . .................. July 1, 1935 ... .. ....... Dubuque-Lincoln Bldg. . 901 
J . T. Conlin ........ ..... ........ . Dem. . .. .. ..... July 1, 1936 ............ Cascade .................... .. ..... .. .. .. .. ....... . 
Mrs. E. M. Ahlfors .... . Ind . .................... Without Term ...... Dubuque-Old P. 0 . Bldg. ..... 1420 

EMMET COUNTY 
Merritt Colgrove ....... Rep .................. July 1, 1935 ....... ..... Armstrong 
Ike Coleman .... .. ............... Dem. ......... .. ... July 1, 1936 ............ E stherville-507 N. 7th St. 
Miss Irene Kohl........ .. ... Rep. . ........... ... .... Without Ter111 ...... E stherville 

755 
86 



a, _., 

FAYETTE COUNTY 
W. E. Anderson ..... Rep. . .................. July 1, 1935 ............ Arlington ........................... Black 37 
H . B. Hough....... . ... .. 
Harriett M. Campbell... 

..... Dem . ................ July 1, 1936 ............ Oelwein-37 Second Ave., S. E............ 108-W 
.. N. P . ................ Without Term. ..... West Union-Box No. 241........................... 10 

FLOYD COUNTY 
Seth Cheney . . .. .... .............. Rep . .. ..... ........... July 1, 1935 .......... Nora Springs ............................. . ................... . 
Emil Theno ...... . .. .................. .. Dem .............. ........ July 1, 1936 ............ Charles City-906 N. Grand Ave ....... ..................... . 
Lucie G. Toepfer..... . .. Rep .............. .. ...... Without T erm. ..... Charles City ........ ........................... .......................... 13 

FRANKLIN COUNTY 
Lura C. Roberts .... 
Mrs. S. J. Galvin 
Elinor T . Sutton ....... . . 

FREMO NT COUNTY 

............ Rep. .. . ..... .. .... July 1, 1935 ............ Geneva 
....... Dem . ................... July 1, 1936 ............ Hampton 

.... Rep. . . ................ Without Term ...... H ampton 

L. 0. Longnecker ..... ...... .. .. ........ Dem ...................... July 1, 1935 ............ Randolph-RFD 
M. M. Thornton. . ........... Dem ...................... July 1, 1936 ............ Sidney ...... .. . 
Irene Herb ..... ....... . ......... N . P ....... .. .......... Without Term ...... Sidney-Courthouse 

GREENE COUNTY 

............... ......................... 43 F 11 
296 

16 

27-F-5 

V. R. Morey ......... ... . .......... Dem . ................... July 1. 1935 .......... Grand Junction- P. 0. Box 337 .... .. ......... Bell 21 
H. R. J . Cain ........ . 
Martha H enderson 

.............. ......... Rep . ..................... July 1, 1936 ............ Scranton-RFD ............................................. 24-104 
.............. Rep . ..................... Without T erm. ..... Jefferson-P. 0. Box 763 ...................... .. ....... Bell 320 

GRUNDY COUNTY 
H. J. Frerichs ..... . 
H . R. Robinson .. . 
L . Ann Bender .... . 

........... ... ......... ..... Rep . ........ ........... July 1, 1935 ............ Wellsburg 
.......... Dem . ................... July 1, 1936 ............ Reinbeck 

............................... Ind. .. . ..... Without Term ...... Grundy Center 

29 

54 

GUTHRIE COUNTY 
Walter I. Hayn es ........................................ Dem . ..................... July 1, 1935 ... .. ..... Stuart 
Homer Thompson .......................... . Rep ..... .. ............... July 1, 1936 ............ Bayard 
Helen Beebe ...................................................... Rep. . .................... Without Term ...... Guthrie Center .......................................... . 265 
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COUNTY OLD AGE ASSISTANCE BOARDS-CONTINUED 

Name of Board Member 

HAMILTON COUNTY 

Party 
Affiliation Term Ending Address Phone No. 

Miles McPhillips ........... ........................... Dem ...................... July 1, 1935 ..... ..... _ Webster City-RFD ..................................... ..... .. ..................... . 
J. E. Burnstedt................. ....... . ......... .. .. Rep . ..................... July 1, 1936 ............ Webster City-629½ 2nd St...................... 65 
A. Gertrude Markey ....................... ...... Ind . ........................ Without Term ...... Webster City-City Hall.................... ............. 363 

HANCOCK COUNTY 
0. E. Johnson........ .. ............ .. . ............ Dem ........ .......... .. .. July 1, 1935 ............ Kanawha ................. .................... ... . 
Edith Elling ................... ........................ Dem . .................... July 1, 1936 ............ Garner ....... . ............................... 153 W. Garner 
H. H. Mullin........ . ......... Rep. . .................. Without Term ...... Britt .. .. .... .................. 321 

HARDIN COUNTY 
Fred W. Horton .................. ....................... Dem . ..................... July 1, 1936 ............ Eldora 
A. B. Miller ............................. .. ........................ Rep . ...... ...... ........ July 1, 1937 ............ Iowa Falls .. .......... . ....................... ................ .. .... . 
Pearl June Tate ........................................... Ind ......................... Without Term. ..... Eldora 

HARRISON COUNTY 
La Duska Wood ................................... ......... Dem ...................... July 1, 1935 ............ Logan ...... . ................................................. . 
S. R. Decon.............. . ........... ................ Rep ....... ............... July 1, 1936 ............ Woodbine .... . 
Wm. C. Cameron ............................ ....... ...... Ind . ........................ Without Term. ..... Logan ... . ............ . 

HENRY COUNTY 

520 
41 
43 

John Wenger .. .................. ............................. Dem ...................... July 1, 1935 ........... Wayland........... . ............................ ................... . 
Wm. Rukgaber . . ................................ Rep ...................... July 1, 1936 ............ Mt. Pleasant ....... ................................................... . 
Ira G. Holland ...................... ................... ...... Rep . ..... .. .............. Without Term .... .. Mt. Pleasant-Courthouse 

HOWARD COUNTY 
Marye Murry ...... .. ........................................... Dem ............. ......... July 1, 1935 ... ......... Elma .... . 
Alfred Miles .................................. .. .................. Dem ...................... July 1, 1936 ............ Saratoga 

276 Black 
464 

C. E. Fields ................. ............... .. ...................... Rep. . .................... Without Term ...... Cresco . . ......................................................... . 



"' '° 

HUMBOLDT COUNTY 
Ole Lerdal .......... . ...... Rep,, ·············-··- July 1, 1935 ............ Goldfield-RFD 
Mrs. J. A. Reed............ ................ . .... Rep. ···················- July 1, 1936 ............ Humboldt 
W. F. Johnson............. . ......... Dem ...................... Without Term ...... Livermore 

IDA COUNTY 
Louis A. Burow ............................................. Rep ...................... July 1, 1935 ............ Battle Creek 
Wm. Weinert ............................................... Dem . ..................... July 1, 1936 ............ Holstein ....... . ......................................... . 
Dorothy Alice Johnson ................ Rep. . .................... Without Term ...... Ida Grove 

IOWA COUNTY 
Matthias J. Hartz..... . .............. Dem .................... July 1, 1935 ............ Ma-rengo ....... . .............................. . 
Henry W. Brandt. ...................................... Rep. . . ... July 1, 1936 ............ Ma·rengo .. 
June Hamm .... ........................................ Rep ................... Without Term. ... .. Marengo-Courthouse 

JACKSON COUNTY 
0. H. Kelly ........ . 
Edward Luckiesh 
Lucille Feldkamp 

JASPER COUNTY 

..... Rep ........ ............ July 1, 1935 ........... Andrew 
......... Dem .................... July 1, 1936 ......... Maquoketa 

........... None ..................... Without Term ..... Maquoketa . 

J. H. Gribben............ . . Dem .................... July 1, 1935 .......... Newton 
F . T. Hammer........ . .... .......... Rep. ... . ... July 1, 1936 ............ Kellogg 
Lois A. Blanchard .................................... Rep .................... Without Term. ..... Newton 

JEFFERSON COUNTY 
Frank Dustin 

542-M 
33 

381 
269 

381 

77 
6 

319 
14 

319 

Frank Fourt 
Rep .............. July 1, 1935 ....... Fairfield-RFD 7 
Dem .................... July 1, 1936 ............ Fairfield-804 E. Burlington ................. 378 or 712 

Laura Goebel 

JOHNSON COUNTY 
D. Tom Daris ........ ................ .. ............ . 
Dr. D. F. Fitzpatrick .. 
Lucile Bruner 

...... Rep .................... Without Term ...... Fairfield-911 E. Adams.... . ............ 838 or 664 

. Rep ........ . .. .. July 1, 1935.. . ... Iowa City-203½ E. Washington ...... 6414 

. Dem ............. July 1, 1936 .......... Iowa City-109½ S. Clinton St.. . .. 3414 
Ind ....................... Without Term. ..... Iowa City-City Hall ..... .. . ................ 5752 
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COUNTY OLD AGE ASSISTANCE BOARDS-CONTINUED 

Name of Board Member 

MITCHELL COUNTY 
Martha Lana 
George Gutman 
Dr . W. S. Osborn .... 

MONONA COUNTY 
J. W. Townley .......... . 
B. H. Morrison ....... . 
Mrs. Hazel Ramige .. ........ . 

MONROE COUNTY 

Party 
Affiliation Term Ending 

Rep ...................... July 1, 1935 ......... Stacyville 

Address 

Rep ...................... July 1, 1936 .......... St. Ansgar .. . ............................................. . 
.. Dem . ..................... Without Term. ... Osage-Courthouse 

.. Dem. . ... July 1, 1935 ..... ..... Moor head 
. .. Rep. .. July 1, 1936 .......... Mapleton 

. Rep. . .................. Without Term. ... Onawa-Relief Office .......... . 

H. Dixon ...... . ......................................... Rep . ...... ............. July 1, 1935.... Hiteman . 
Frank A. Thompson ... . . .. Dem. .... . .. July 1, 1936.. Albia-RFD 3 
Anna L. E dgerton ... . . Dem . ..................... Without Term Albia 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
Lee Blue .......................... ... . ............ Dem ...................... July 1, 1935 ............ Red Oak-107 Reed St ............. . 
Ralph Worstell ...... . .... ................. Rep . ..................... July 1, 1936 ............ Red Oak-617 4th St ..................... . 
Maude LeFever .... . ................. ...... Rep. . ....... ............. Without Term. ..... Red Oak-Courthouse 

MUSCATINE COUNTY 

Phone No. 

110 
139 

19 Res. 
74 Office 

19W 
102W 
37 

578 

7W 
714 
497 

John G. Gray .................. . . ...... ....... .. .. Dem . .................... July 1, 1935 ............ Muscatine-405 W. 8th St .... ................... 2370 
C. G. Ryan ..................... . . ............. Rep . .................... July 1, 1936 .... .. .. .. .. Muscatine-513 Chestnut St .................. 2708 
(not given) 

O'BRIEN COUNTY 
Inez Fredericks ................ .. .......... ................. Dem ...................... July 1, 1935 .......... Paullina .. . ... .... ............................... .................................... ...... . 
E . G. Burns.................. . .. ............... Rep ............. ......... July 1, 1936 ............ Hartley 
Margaretta Frisbee .... . .... .. .. ............ Ind ........... .. ............ Without Term ...... Primghar 62 

___________ ___..__ 



-.J .,, 

OSCEOLA CO UNTY 
J. J. Ellerbrock. ..................... .. ............. ........... Rep ...................... July 1, 1935 ............ Sibley ....................... ..... .. ............. ................................. . 
A. J. Zalland ...................................................... Dem . ................. .... July 1, 1936 ............ Sibley ........ .......... ................. ................................. .. ........ . 
Mrs. H. A. Voss........ . ............................ Rep . ....... ........... Without Term. ..... Sibley ................................................................................ . 

96 
367 
115 

PAGE COUNTY 
John W. Todd .. 
Will Anderson ...... . 

E st ella Hansen 

. Dem . ......... .. ...... July 1, 1935 ............ Shenandoah-109 E. Clarinda.................. 455-Y 
Rep. . ............ July 1, 1936 ............ Clarinda-RFD 3 .............................................. Yorktown or 

College Rural 
.... .. ........ Rep. . .......... ........ Without Term ...... Clarinda-Courthouse ....... ............................. 99 

PALO ALTO COUNTY 
Mrs. Edith Truog .... . 
J. J. Deneen ................... ... . 
J.M. Robinson ............... . 

........ ...... Rep. . ................. July 1, 1936 .... ........ Malla'rd-RFD ...................................... .... . .. ....................... .. ....... . 
... ... .. .. ... ..... Dem ............. ......... July 1, 1935 .......... .. Emmetsburg 

........ .. Rep. . ...... .............. Without Term. ..... Graettinger 

PLYMOUTH COUNTY 
T. Kloster ............. ..... . .............. ...... Dem ...................... July 1, 1935 .... ........ LeMars .................................. . ....... ............................... . 
W. H. Morse ........... .. ................. ......................... Rep. . ....... ..... ........ July 1, 1936 ............ Akron ............................................................ .. . 
Dorothy Paulin ......... . ............ Rep. . ............ ........ Without Term. ..... LeMars-Courthouse 

POCAHONTAS COUNTY 
Nis Behrendsen ................ Rep. . ........ July 1, 1935 ............ Gilmore City 
J. H . McMichael... ... .. . ........ Dem . .. ................. July 1, 1936..... Pocahontas 
Louise Moorehouse Rep. . ................. Without Term... Pocahontas 

POLK COUNTY 

- ' ' 

George Richter ........... . Dem . 

Vernon Denman ... Rep. 

Ethel M. Collins............................ . ........ Rep. 

July 1, 1935 . ..... .... Des Moines-Capital City State 
Bank Bldg . ............................................................ 3-0154 

......... July 1, 1936 .......... "Des Moines-Banner Coal Co., 1219 
So. Surety Bldg ........................ ___ 3-7183 

................... Without Term. ..... Des Moines-E. 1st and Court Ave .... 3-5201 
POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY 

Dr. S. W. McCall ......................... .................. Rep. ..... . ..... July 1, 1935 .......... Council Bluffs-134 5th Ave. .... .. ......... 685 
M-rs. Mary V. Macrae.. . ...... Dem . ......... ....... July 1, 1936 .......... Council Bluffs-809 5th Ave. .... .. .. .. . 218 
M. L. Greer .... .. .............................................. ..... Ind ......................... Without Term ...... Council Bluffs-544 5th Ave ................... 1372 



- 1 .... 

COUNTY OLD AGE ASSISTANCE BOARDS-CONTIN UED 

N ame of Board Member 

P OWESHIEK COUNTY 

Party 
Affiliation Term Ending 

J . J . Corrough........ . . ........ ............ Rep . ................... July 1, 1935 .......... , Gr innell 

Address Phone No. 

Lola G. Landis ............... .. . ............... Dem . ................. July 1, 1936 ............ Brooklyn-Jackson St. ............. . ...... ...... .. .... ........... . 
W . H. Ston e.............. .. ................. . Ind . ...... ............ Without Term ...... Gr innell 

RINGGOLD COUNTY 
E . A. McPher son 
H. C. Bea·r d .... .. ... . 
Edithe Clayton 

SAC COUNTY 

.... Dem. . . ....... July 1, 1935 .. .. ........ Delphos 
......... Dem . .............. .... July 1, 1936 .... .. .... .. Mount Ayr 

Rep. .. ................. Without Term. ..... Mount Ayr 

F . G. H irons.... .. . ...... ..... Rep . ..................... J uly 1, 1935 .. .......... Early 
Mr s. L . P. Beck.... .. ............ Dem ......... ............ J uly 1, 1936 ............ Odebolt 
Beryl Cory .................. .. ............. Rep. . .................... Without Term ...... Sac City .... .. .... . ... ..... ...... ...... .............. . 

SCOTT COUNTY 

368 

167 
65 

3693 

Mrs. H. 0. Brownlie ... Rep . ........ ............. J uly 1, 1935 ............ Long Grove .......... .. ..... .. ...... .. .................. .. .. .. .. ..... .. .. .. ....... .. ........... .. 
P . F . Dethlef s ....... .. 
0 . E . Klingaman ... . 

SH E LBY COUNTY 
J as. H. Smith ............ . 
Geo. H. H ess .............. . 
Mrs. J . W. Bailey .... . 

SIOUX CO UNTY 
Walter Scott 
John Lew Harmsel... .... 
Delia Richardson . 

Dem ..... .............. .. July 1, 1936 ......... ... Davenport-1230 Spring St ..... .. .. .. .. ......... ... Kenwood 6059 
Rep ............ .......... Without Term .. .. .. Davenport ..... .............. ....... ... .. .. .. . .... Walnut 3230 

Rep . .. .. .. .. ........... J uly 1, 1935 .......... .. H arlan-Rt. 4 
. Dem .................... J uly 1, 1936 ............ Harlan-Rt. 4 

Dem . ......... ......... Without Term ...... H arlan-Courthouse 

Rep. ...... ... July 1, 1935 ....... ..... H awarden 
Dem. ... .. J uly 1, 1936 .... .. .. .. .. Hull .... .. .. . . 
Rep. . .. ................ Without Term ...... Orange City ................................... .. ......... .. 

33 F 23 
38 F 5 

184 

147 
172 
56 
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STORY COUNTY 
M1·s. Belle Henrehan ........................ Dem. 
B. M. Rasmussen .. . ............................. Rep. 
I. E . Walker ................. . .......... Rep. 

TAMA COUNTY 
D. J . Gallogly ........... . .......... Dem. 
H . C. Hunnicutt ...... Rep . 
Carrie M. Burley ...... ... Dem. 

TAYLOR COUNTY 
Frank Connor ............................................... Dem . 
Frank Chandler ................ ..... Dem. 
Mrs. J. M. Williams ..... ......... ............... Rep. 

UNION COUNTY 
Allen Eddy .... .................... ... Dem. 
Laura Dixon ...................... ... Rep. 
Alice Sheffield ....... ..... Rep. 

VAN BUREN COUNTY 
W. E. Michael... ............... ... Dem. 
Walter Miller .............. .. Dem. 
Ruth V. Morris ............. Rep. 

WAPELLO COUNTY 
Father Walsh ......... .............. Dem . 
Rev. Eugene Blach . ............... Rep. 
Miss Clare Hummel. .................. Ind. 

WARREN COUNTY 

July 1, 1935..... Nevada-1337 5th St ................. . 536 
July 1, 1936 ............ Story City 
Without Term. .. . Nevada 492 

July 1, 1935 ............ Buckingham 
July 1, 1936 ........ .... Toledo 36 
Without Term. ..... Tama 46 Toledo 

......... . ... , .... July 1, 1935 .. .. ...... .. Lenox ............... ................................................. ............................... . 
.. July 1, 1936 ............ Granty ....... ....... . ....... . 

Without Term. ..... Bedford-Courthouse 

July 1, 1935 .. .. ........ Greston-306 N. St . .............. ............ ............................. .. ......... . 
July 1, 1936 .......... .. Creston- Over 301 W. Adams .................• 360 
Without Term. ... .. Creston-Courthouse ....................................... 350 

July 1, 1935 ............ Selma 
July 1, 1936 ............ Cantril 

................... Without Term .... .. Keosauqua 

July 1, 1935 .......... .. Ottumwa-217 N . Court St .. . 
.. July 1, 1936 ............ Ottumwa-216 Gara St ... . 

Without Term. ..... Ottumwa-Courthouse 

471 
.. 2881 

1855 Res . 
3760 Office 

F. G. Zieke ............................ .. ..... .................... .. Dem ...................... July 1, 1935 .......... .. Indianola ............................... ..... . ............ . 49 
162 

64 J 
Mrs. Geo. W. Newsome....... . ... ....... Rep . .......... .. .. ....... July 1, 1936 ............ Indianola- 102 S. 5th Ave ....... .. . 
M, C. Haworth.......... ............. Rep . .................... Without Term ...... Indianola-Courthouse 



-.:, 
er, 

COUNTY OLD AGE ASSISTANCE BOARDS-CONTINUED 

Name of Board Member 

WASHING TON COUNTY 
R. C. F erguson ..... 
H . G. Richardson .... .... . 
Marian H. Baker ....... . 

WAYNE COUNTY 

Party 
Affiliation Term Ending Address 

Rep ................... July 1, 1935 ............ West Chester ............ ................................ . 
. Dem . ................... July 1, 1936 ............ Washington-209 S. Ave., F .......... . 
. Rep .. .................. Without Term ...... Washington-615 E. Main St ....... . 

Darl Gardner .. ... . ..................... ....... Dem . ..... .. .............. July 1, 1935 ............ Humeston 
D. L. Murrow..... ... . ...... .. ....... .... ....... Dem . ..................... July 1, 1936 .......... .. Corydon 
Earnestine Zollman . . .................. .. .. ...... Rep. . .................... Without Term. ..... Corydon 

WEBSTER COUNTY 
Mrs. S. C. Johnson Rep ...................... July 1, 1935 ............ Otho 

Phone No. 

81 
536-Red 
458 

9 
18 
75 

T . F. Flaherty .......... .......... . .. :. Dem . ........... .. ........ July 1, 1936 ............ Fort Dodge-201 1st Nat'l Bk. Bldg .... Walnut 3477 
Frank Pence Rep . ......... .. .......... Without Term. ..... Fort Dodge-Municipal Bldg ................. Walnut 1985 

WINNEBAGO COUNTY 
Frank Schleifer ..... .................................... Dem . ..................... July 1, 1935 ............ Buffalo Center ........... .. ... .......... .. .................................................. . 
M. A. Aasgaard .... . ................. Rep . ................... July 1, 1936 ............ Lake Mills 
Dr. Blanche Neil...... . .. Rep . ................... Without Term. ..... Forest City .......................................... ............. .. ............................ . 

WINNESHIEK COUNTY 
Frank Jewell Dem . ................... July 1, 1935 ..... ... .... Decorah-117 Winnebago St. .............. 25 Office 

416-J Home 
Mrs. Netta M. Brunt. Dem . ................... July 1, 1936 ............ Decorah-407 W. Main St.. 106-W 

580 Office 
C. R. Selland ...... . Rep. Without Term. ..... Decorah-Courthouse ............ 554-J Home 

WO ODBURY COUNTY 
Miss Neva Patter son. . ........... Dem . ...... , ............ July 1, 1935 ............ Smithland 
Franklin Gill ..... . ........... Dem . ................... July 1, 1936 ............ Sioux City .. . .................. ........................... . 
Ray C. Allen........ . ......... Rep. . .................. Without Term. ..... Sioux City 



..., ..., 

WORTH COUNTY 
Mrs. Roy Buechele ... 
P. S. Peterson ........ . 
Eleanor Rustad 

Dem . ....... ............ July 1, 1935 ............ Grafton 
Rep. .. July 1, 1936 ............ Kensett 
Rep .. .................. Without Term .... .. Northwood-Courthouse 

WRIGHT COUNTY 
Margaret Thorn . ........... ... ... ....................... Dem ..... ................. July 1, 1935 .. ........ Eagle Gr ove 
Dr. Geo. H. Steele. . ........... .. ..... Rep .............. ........ July 1, 1936 ............ Belmond 
Mary E. Way........ .. . . .......... ....... ........... Rep . ... .................. Without Term. ..... Clarion ........ . .. ........... .... . 

31 

64 
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