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Characteristic of the Insured Unemployed

This quarterly publication is designed to disseminate information on
the characteristics of the insured unemployed to manpower planners,
officials and other users of labor market information concerned with
the problems of the unemployed. An unemployment insurance (U. I.)
claimant is an individual who has been determined monetarily eligible-
for benefit payments under one or more of the Federal or State U. I.
programs and whose benefit year or compensation, by reason of an ex-
tended duration period, has not ended and who has not exhausted his
benefit right. Additional claimant groups include those receiving
benefit payments under Federal U. I. programs. The publication is
concerned primarily with those under the state U. I. Program.

Since this publication is directed toward planners we would appreciate
any suggestions you may have that would be useful in providing the
most useful and complete information available. Any questions or
suggestions should be directed to the:

JOB SERVICE OF IOWA
Attn: Ann Wagner MRE
590 Iowa Street
Dubuque, Towa 52001

Telephone: (319) 556-5800

T. Gary Kempthorne, Office Manager
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IEL.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE INSURED UNEMPLOYED

Data for the Quarter Ending June 30, 1977

General Economic Conditions

Job Sexvice records for the third quarter of the fiscal year (April -
June 1977) reflect a strong upturn in the number of new hires compared
with one year ago, This data is obtained from a monthly sample of
major Dubuque employers. The number of new hires in April and, May

was up 667 from one year ago. New hires for the month of April were
up 1297 from last April. (Data for Junme is still being submitted.)
New hires in manufacturing accounted for a significant share of the
gains, i

Dubuque County's employment level advanced sharply in April, as employ-
ment climbed to 39,900 from a March level of 38,800, About 500 hires
were reported in manufacturing for the month, Other increases were
reported in agriculture, construction, retail trade and the service
industries, Service employment benefited from the relatively large
number of CETA-funded positions contracted with private and public
nonprofit organizations,

Unemployment was reported at a level of 1,700 persons for both April
and May, This was considerably below the level of 2,100 persons
for the same period one year ago. Dubuque County's unemployment
rate dropped to 4,0% in April, the lowest rate recorded in over

two years, The unemployment rate increased slightly in May to 4.1%,
and is expected to increase in June with the influx of young people
into the labor force.

Economic conditions were much improved during the third quarter for
several reasons: 1) favorable seasonal factors in agriculture,
construction and retail trade, 2) the allocation of CETA funds for
positions in the service-oriented industries, 3) new hiring in
manufacturing, and 4) the economic impact of having "F.I.S.T."
filmed in Dubuque,

The number of insured unemployed persons in Dubuque County is less

than half of the total number of unemployed persons. Insured unemployed
persons comprise a smaller proportion of total unemployment during

the third quarter due to the large number of youth entering the labor
market, New entrants into the labor force are ineligible for Job
Insurance,

Characteristics of the Insured Unemployed ’
The number of insured unemployed persons was highest for the month of
April., However, the April level of 835 was under the March level of
1,094 claimants, The number of claimants dropped to 565 in May, the
lowest level for the quarter.



III.

Male claimants accounted for close to 70% of the insured unemployed
during the period. Age characteristics of the insured unemployed
reveal a high concentration of young claimants. An average for the
quarter indicates that about 677 of the claimants were under 35 years
of age., This percentage characterized both male and female claimant
groupse.

Industry attachment of the insured unemployed (TABLE 2) reflects the ¢
impact of seasonal factors on the number of persons collecting jobless {
benefits, Mining and construction accounted for 257 of the insured
unemployed in April., By contrast, mining and construction represented
only 10% of the insured unemployed in June. The increase in the

number of insured unemployed for June was the result of layoffs in
nondurable goods manufacturing, The permanent closing of Sugar Creek
Foods, a manufacturer of packaged butter, and layoffs in meat-packing
effected an increase in the number of claimants for June,

Occupational characteristics of the insured unemployed (TABLE 3) show
a high proportion of claimants in the category, "information not avail-
able," This group of claimants is not required to register for work
because of a definite job attachment., Most of the workers affiliated
with the building trades are categorized here,

Duration of unemployment for the third quarter is shown on TABLE 4,

During the third quarter, 54.6% of the insured unemployed collected
jobless benefits for 5-14 weeks., Short-term unemployment (1-4 weeks)
accounted for 12,7% of the total, Long-term unemployment (15 weeks

or longer) represented close to one-third of the total insured unemployed.
The data on TABLE 4 is summarized in the following percentage distribution:

Total Men Women
100,0 100.0 100.0
Duration
1-4 WEekSc.o-o-ooooo 1297 12.4 13‘1
5=14 weekS.ssecsosse be6 83,7 56,5
15 weeks and over... 32.7 339 30.4
Qutlook

|
The number of insured unemployed is expected to drop in July, as construc-

tion and manufacturing take a firm hold on the local economy. Claims for
Job Insurance are expected to increase slightly in August when several
hundred manufacturing workers will be affected by a plant shutdown.

The number of insured unemployed is expected to be lowest in September,

the last month of the fiscal year, Nondurable goods manufacturing,

retail trade and the services employment are expected to show a strong, year-
end finish in September. On the same note the number of insured unemployed
should drop.
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TABLE 1, Sex and Age of the Insured Unemployed for Dubuque, Iowa SMSA 1/

Net Change Percent Change

Number May- April- May- April-

CHARACTERISTIC June May April June June June June

1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977

TOTALe..oooaooaaoaoeo 615 565 835 +50 '220 +8°8 '2693
Under 22.550000000¢ 220 161 226 +59 -6 +36,6 =2,7
22'24ooosoooooataac 100 91 125 +9 =25 +9,9 -20,0
25'340..9.5&.;.0..0 112 119 188 ‘7 -76 '5.9 '40.0
35-44,4050005000000 55 53 80 +2 -25 +3.8 -31,3
45-54‘0.00.t100.... 58 52 90 +6 -32 +11.5 '35.6
55‘590¢oooonottoqeo 28 28 52 0 ‘24 0.0 ‘46.2
60-6440000000000000 28 41 53 -13 =25 =31,7 -47,2
65 and overe.escosses 14 20 21 -6 -7 -30,0 =33.3
MEN CLAIMANTS,e0s000e 382 382 608 0 =226 0.0 -37.2
Under 22.400000000e 145 103 152 +42 -7 +40,8 =4,6
22-240:ooaoaaaoooo. 63 62 93 +1 =30 +1.6 -32,3
25'34009a9009¢oaooo 75 85 149 '10 '74 ‘11,8 -49.7
35'44aocﬁooaosaoeoa 28 33 59 -5 =31 '1502 ‘52.5
G3=30 ¢ o v siin.snbivinnms 25 33 59 -8 =34 =24,2 ‘=57,6
55'590¢ocooeoaoaaoo 14 16 33 =2 ‘19 '12.5 ‘57.6
60-64.5500000002000 20 34 47 -14 =27 - 41,2 =57.4
65 and oVeTsssessee 12 16 16 =4 =4 =25,0 -25,0
WOMEN CLAIMANTS.ssess 233 183 227 +50 +6 +27+3 42,6
Under 22..000000000 75 58 74 +17 +1 +29,3 +1.4
22"24.0-0...,0.0.-0... 37 29 32 +8 +5 +27.6 +15.6
25-344450050550035000 37 34 39 +3 -2 +8.8 -5,1
35046 o a s nininreeisiess 27 20 21 +7 +6 +35,0 +28,6
45'54¢oacoaaaaaaooo 33 19 31 +14 ‘ +2 +73a7 +6-5
502394 e nincisiosinidionies 14 12 19 +2 =5 41647 -26.3
60'64....0.11..1:9. 8 7 6 +1 +2 +14o3 +33o3

65 and overesssssvs % * * % % * ) *

1/ Data are for the week including the 12th of the month, Data were compiled as part of a cooperative
program with the Employment and Training Administration, U, S, Department of Labor,

* Denotes less than six claimants, Percent change would be misleading due to the small number of
claimants in the category.



TABLE 2, Industry Attachment of the Insured Unemployed in Dubuque, Iowa SMSA 1/

Net Change Percent Change
May=- April- May-= April-
INDUSTRY ATTACHMENT June May April June June June June
1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977
TOTAL...oooocooooonoocoooooooo-o...o.oooo.. 615 565 835 +50 "220 4’8.8 '26.3
Mining and Cotstructlonus eosinesivaiorsssnas , 29 108 211 =49 -152 =45,4 -72.0
ManufacLUTINElia%eh o s omisinre sive it onisse onsnsl 203 174 284 +89 =21 51 .1 =7.4
Durable Goo0dSsessessesesssssscsssccssae L1l4 112 192 +2 =78 +1,8 =40,6
Fabricated Metal ProductSseccsessccsess 8 10 11 -2 -3 -20.0 =273
Nondurable GoodS,..ieessessssosasssssase. L49 62 92 +87 +57 +140,3 +62,0
Transportation, Communication and
Public Utilitles.uasssns 15 12 ! 35 +3 =20 +25,0 -57,.1
Wholesale and Retail Trade€sseossccocsssos 170 721N 188 -1 -18 0,6 -9,6
Finance, Insurance and Real Estat€ssssoeoe 14 11 12 +3 +2 42763 +16,7
SerViCeSoouoooowoaooaea-ooocssuassaoaaaau 78 77 85 +1 =7 +l-3 “‘8q2
State and Local Government,sssssossesscocne % % e Je % % %
Information Not Available,sssssssssssssas 13 10 19 +3 -6 +30.0 =31.6

1/ Data are for the week including the 12th of the month., Data were compiled as part of a cooperative
program with the Employment and Training Administration, U, S. Department of Labor,

% Denotes less than six claimants, Percent change would be misleading due to the small number of
claimants in the category,



TABLE 3, Occupational Attachment of the Insured Unemployed for Dubuque, Iowa SMSA 1/

Net Change Percent Change
May- April- May- April-
OCCUPATIONAL ATTACHMENT June May April June June June June
1977 1977 £977 1977 1977 1977 1977
TOTAL.ocoo---u.ocooo--ococ-oo.oalaoonooocosgcco 615 565 835 +50 '220 +8.8 '26-3
Professional, Technical, Managerial,csscscsse 11 9 14 +2 -3 +22.2 -21.4
Clerical and SaleS.oooo.oo.ooo.ooooooocaaooo. 17 13 20 +4 -3 +30.8 '15.0
SerViceocooooooooaoaaooaooooocoacoooaonoooooo 18 19 18 '1 0 "503 000
Farming, Fishing, ForestiVi.sseeasssssesisss * * * * * * %*
Industrial Categories:

By Type of Work .
PrOCESSIiNg ¢'sn ane sloisos s aiesensessnesses 18 14 18 +4 0 +28,6 0.0
Machine Tradesiestscsssssssopscsssssesne * 12 21 ¥ % * %
Bench WoTKiasassioses sasessssdssssssssss 12 7 12 5 0 +41.7 0.0
SEructural™Nork s sees vissmncnanessnsispe 16 19 27 -3 -11 -18,8 -40,7
I"IiscellaneOUSoaoaes;aomaaaaassasaooae-oo 19 23 38 -4 -19 '1704 '50.0

Information Not Available.sccsssssssosesasesss 498 447 663 +51 =165 +11.4 -24,9
MEN CLAIMANTS

Professional, Technical, Managerial.sccssccos 6 * 13 * -7 * -53.8

Clerical and SaleS|...-nooo-eoaa’a.utlocono-o % * * % % % *

SerVice.oaao'oa-ooooa»oo-e9900.9000990.000909 % 6 6 ¥* ¥* % %

Farming, Fishing, Forestry.esssccessccsccsccs * * * ¥* * % *

Industrial Categories:

By Type of Work
Processing........,..........u.oo.“.“ 13 8 1ok +5 +2 +62,5 +1852
Machine Trades.o.n:oooouooaoocooooecnona % 14 20 ¥ % ¥* *
Bench Workonoaoaoooo.a-coooaaoooaooooon. * ¥* 8 * % %* *
StrUCtUral Work..................u..... 15 19 25 '4 '10 'Zlal ‘=40.0
ML SCa) 1 aBenua Ll s sivnnsens denabsnsnigokns 17 21 37 -4 =20 -19,0 -54,1

Information Not AvallablE. .eseeessssssesesse 13 307 482 +6 -169 +2,0 =35.1



TABLE 3, Occupational Attachment of the Insured Unemployed for Dubuque, Iowa SMSA (cont'd)

Net Change Percent Change
May - April- May- April-
OCCUPATIONAL ATTACHMENT June May April June June June June
1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 19727
WOMEN CLAIMANTS
Professional, Technical, Managerialissssesoooss ¥ . %* % % %* *
Clerical and SaleS.ccicciccscocsscsssissnssees 14 iR 17 +3 -3 4273 -17,a6
SeWice.OOI.l'......‘....O...QO.O...OQ.....O‘. 14 ]-3 ]-2 +1 +2 +7.7 +16.7
Farming, ‘Fishing; "Forestryiiitiéssstssbenesssa 0 %* ¥* % %* % %
Industrial Categories:
By Type of Work
PYoCessing: s iiosasiisdssadiisbiibienntese X 6 7 * % * %*
Machine - Trades: s diT e e s Sasatsds s b5 Se0.e s o 0 % ¥ ¥ % %* *
BenCh Work@o.b003!DO‘OOOGBO-’)GOO‘JGOQOOQQO. 7 * * * * * *
StrUCtural Work-asacaoeaoaooaaosaeoooooeoo * O * * * * *
MiscellaneouSsecosscsecsesscossssossssses ¥ W * * * %* *
Information Not Avallable;.sssescsssenssscssse 185 140 181 +45 +4 +32.1 +2.,2

1/ Data are for the week including the 12th of the month, Data were compiled as part of a cooperative program
with the Employment and Training Administration, U, S, Department of Labor,

* Denotes less than six claimants, Percent change would be misleading due to the small number of
claimants in the category,



TABLE 4, Duration of Unemployment of the Insured Unemployed in Dubuque, Iowa SMSA by Sex 1/

Net Change Percent Change
May- April- May- April-
DURATION BY SEX June May April June June June June
1977 1977 1977 19%7 1977 1977 1977
TGTAL.ooaaa300.00.30aazooc.'acoo.eo;oaeatooaaoo 615 565 835 +50 -220 +808 '2603
1-4 weeksoo-ato.oaoocooooaonoao-oonooo.oaolo 114 62 78 +52 i +36 +8309 +4602
5-14 Weeksooo-ooooooccooooooco.o.-oooo..ooo. 305 269 527 +36 '222 +13.4 '42.1
15 - Weeks andiOVET s ssneocansessnsssssvsioss 136 234 230 -38 =34 =16,2 -14,8
MEN CLAIMANTS:.Q:0:oaaeaooaooaaooaooao-soaooacs 382 382 608 0 '226 Ooo “37a2
1-4 weest.Q@B’)33\3963233909355060.0'30030353 75 44 51 +31 +24 +70.5 +4731
5-14 Weekso.-oenoacooooocosaoaoaaaooaoo:acao 187 169 381 +18 -194 +10°7 '50.9
15/ Weeks. and OveL.sssssnsoiacisasasasnpssean. L20 169 176 =49 %56 -29,0 -31,8
WOMEN CLAIMANTS,:53002200003053230032920000000s0 233 183 227 +50 +6 +27+3 +2,6
1-4 weeksaaoaaaaaaaaaeeasos::a::aaaeeacooooo 39 18 27 +21 +12 +116.7 +A4¢4
5-14 Weeksoooooo-ooooooooo.ooooo.o-oaooo-coo 118 100 146 +18 -28 +18.0 ‘19-2
15 Weeks and OVET s eiainiessies oo sisesas essnssen 76 65 54 +11 +22 +16,9 +40,7

1/ Data are for the week including the 12th of the month, Data were compiled as part of a cooperative program
with the Employment and Training Administration, U, S, Department of Labor,



TABLE 5, Selected Characteristics of the Insured Unemployed by Industry and Occupation, Dubuque, Iowa SMSA 1/

MONTH: JUNE 1977

Age Group Weeks Claimed
INDUSTRY AND OCCUPATION Total Male Under 25 o Under 5 Over 14
TOTAL oo vis i ova aio nis aiatals s e albie o's s-aveisolulv oiute erele o) OLD 382 338 76 114 228
INDUSTRY s
Mining and Construction,.ssssseessssssa . D 56 17 il 4 34
Manufactaring s s: « oo s « siava'e ale o slorasisiesl v 203 23 155 34 84 73
Durab].e GOOdSooaoa.aoooa‘.ooo-u-oo. 114 69 55 22 33 43
Nondurable GoodSeesscecccesscosscoss 149 104 100 12 51 30
Public UEIlIties scinssssceevsassssesso 15 14 6 2 3 6
Wholesale and Retail Trade€.sececscocsas 170 95 106 16 16 74
Finance, Insurance and Real Estate,.... 14 7 9 4 0 6
SETVICES e s ninsisamone oniisesisioe e i s 78 27 35 8 5 30
State and Local Government..sesceccecscss 3 0 2 0 1: 2
Information Not Available,cescsssossoss 13 10 8 1 I3 3
OCCUPATION:
Professiocnal, Technical, Managerial.... 11 6 5 0 0 3
Clerical ‘and Salegniissecsvausisesssssess 17 3 11 2 4 Z
SerViceaoooaes:oo:o-:aoo;coaoass-oaa.aoo 18 Ll' 11 2 3 7
Farming, Fishing, ForestIry.sscosssesssse 1 1 0 0 0 0
Industrial Categories:
By Type of Work
Processing e la sidis e cusn s o saness 18 13 10 3 5 4
}'1achine Trades.............-...... 5 5 4 0 0 4
Bench Work.oo:sooooao.aooasaoo.ooo 12 5 7 2 0 5
Structural Work...,..u.ou..“... 16 15 10 3 5 4
MiSCGllaneous.-auo..o.aoo-oo-o.ooo ].9 17 15 0 2 7
Information Mot Available.esssssscsessse 498 313 265 64 95 187

1/ Data is for the week including the 12th of the month,

2¢ Data were compiled as part of a cooperative program
with the Employment and Training Administration, U, S, Department of Labor, ;
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