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Characteristics of the Insured Unemployed

This quarterly publication is designed to disseminate information on
the characteristics of the insured unemployed to manpower planners,
officials and other users of labor market information concerned with
the problems of the unemployed. An unemployment insurance (U. I.)
claimant is an individual who has been determined monetarily eligible
for benefit payments under one or more of the Federal or State U.I.
programs and whose benefit year or compensatjon, by reason of an ex-
tended duration period, has not ended and who has not exhausted his
benefit right. Additional claimant groups include those receiving
benefit payments under Federal U.I. programs. The publication is
concerned primarily with those under the state U.I. programs.

Since this publication is directed toward planners we would appreciate
any suggestions you may have that would be useful in providing the
most useful and complete information available. Any questions or
suggestions should be directed to the:

JOB SERVICE OF IOWA
Attn: Elizabeth J. Smith MRE
or
Larry Hollingworth, Job Placement Manager
150 Des Moines Street
Des Moines, Iowa 50316

Telephone: (515) 280-8810
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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE INSURED UNEMPLOYED

Data for Quarter Ending March 31, 1977

General Economic Conditions

Employment in the Des Moines Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area 1/
during the first quarter of 1977 fluctuated seasonally

but stayed well above the year ago levels. Frigid temperatures closed
down construction almost completely in January. No factory layoffs
were attributed to energy shortages here, but some secondary effects
of closings in the eastern half of the nation were noted.

Hiring was relatively good in manufacturing in January after major
contract settlements. However, the employment level in manufacturing
establishments remains slightly below the year ago total. Major
improvements have been in the nonmanufacturing employ-

ment segment, primarily in retail sales and service. Government has
gained some during the quarter and construction employment increased
in March as_temperatures improved.

Unemployment is traditionally highest during January and February

with a tapering off from March to June, ‘The influx of graduates

and summer workers into the labor force during June boosts unemployment  levels.
This year unemployment went from a total of 7,800 in January to 7,400 '
in February and 6,400 in March--a drop of almost 20% (January to March),

while the unemployment rate fell from 4.9%in January to 4.6% in

February and 4.0% in March. This follows closely the trendfor _owa-

statewide.

Unemployment is expected to decline during the next quarter at least
until June when the students and graduates start their job searching.

Characteristics of the Insured Unemployed

The number of insured unemployed peaked during February at 3,357.

By March there were 206 fewer claimants, but the March total was still
150 higher than the January total of 3001. From February to March,
male claimants decreased 6.6% while female claimants dropped only 4.3%.
Male claimants made up almost 80% of the total. During the quarter
about 987 of claimants were white, 60% were 34 years of age or younger.

During this quarter, a little more than one-third of the claimants
were last attached to the construction industry. Retail trade and
manufacturing attachments accounted about equally for the next two
largest groups of claimants; service industry attachment was

the fourth largest group.

_l/ The Des Moines, Iowa SMSA is defined as Polk and Warren Counties.



Occupational information is available for those claimants who have
registered with the local Job Service office. Structural work was
the occupational attachment most often listed, followed by miscel=-
laneous industrial and clerical/sales. The majority of claimants

in each occupational group were men except for clerical/

sales occupations. Claims for job insurance were of longest duration
for those with contract construction attachment,raqd the miscellaneous

industrial occupational attachment. ¥y
Nonwhite claimants were only 1.6% of the total in March. Most of

these were last attached to construction or service industries, and
most were under 35 years of age.

Qutlook

The outlook for the coming months is for a steady decline in the
number of insured unemployed, at least until June. By industrial
attachment, the sharpest decrease will probably be in contract i
construction. Claimants from manufacturing, retail sales and service
industries are expected to decline to a lesser extent.



TECHNICAL NOTES

The data presented in this report represents characteristics of unem-
ployment insurance (U.I.) claimants who filed U.I. claims for benefits
covering the survey week containing the 12th of the month. An unem-
ployment insurance (U.I.) claimant is an individual who has been
determined monetarily eligible for benefit payments under the Iowa un-
employment insurance program and whose benefit year or compensation,
by reason of an extended duration period, has not ended and who has not
exhausted his benefit right.

SUPPORTING STATISTICAL TABLES

Tables 1-6 contain data on the insured unemployed who are residents of
the Des Moines, Iowa Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area (Polk and
Warren Counties) for the Second Quarter (January, February and March):
for Fiscal Year 1977. Data were compiled as part of a cooperative
program with the Employment and Training Administration, U. S. Depart-
ment of Labor.



TABLE 1. Sex and Race of the Insured Unemployed;;Q§§AMgiqg§_SMSA .l/

—_— Net Change Percent Change
ITEM _— - e Feb.- Jano- Feb.- Jan.-
Mar. Feb. Jan. Mar.’ Mar. Mar. Mar.
1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977
'i'p;PAL........-....-..... 3,151 } 3,357 3,001 -206 150 = 6.1 5.0
SEX
Maleonn----n.oo.ooooo- 2,511 2,688 2,392 - "'177 119 — 6.6 5.0
Female................ 640 669 609 - 29 31 - 4.3 5.1
RACE A
Whiteeeseeeoeoonsenses 3,102 3,297 - 2,935 -195 167 - 5.9 5.7
Nonwhiteecosecososcesns 49 60 66 - 11 - 17 -18.3 =-25.8
MEN CLAIMANTS
White.oossnisssnssnnns , 25328 2,647 2,347 -319 - 19 =121 --0.8
NonWhite......--...-.- 34 41 45 - 7 = 11 -17'1 -2404
WOMEN CLAIMANTS : : ’
White.--.-.........--. 625 650 558 - 25 37 -~ 3.8 6.3
NonWhite.o'.o--oat--oo 15 19 21 -. 4 - 6 "21.1 -28.6

1/ Data are for the week including the 12th of the month.

Data were compiled as part of a cooperative
program with the Employment and Training Administration, U. S. Department of Labor.




TABLE 2. Industry Attachment of the Insured Unemployed, Des Moines SMSA_l/

Numb Net Change Percent Change
Industry Attachment s Feb.- Jan.- Feb.- J ol
Mar. Feb. Jan. Mar. Mar. Mar. Mar.

1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977
TOTALeoeececsceceacococacscncocnncosss 3,151 3,357 3,001 - 206 150 - 6.1 5.0
Contract Construction...ccevecceeees 1,119 1,154 1,016 - (35 103 = :3,0 10.1
ManufactuUriDgecessecnccensesnossnoss 51.7 655 597 - 138 - 30 - 21.1 - 13.4
Durable Good8.ssesnssssssncsosasss 315 388 333 - 73 - 18 - 18.8. - 5.4
Lumber & Furnitur€eseceecececes - 18 9 13 22 122 2.4
Stone, Clay & Glass Prod...... 114 183 166 - 69 - 52 = 37,7 - 31.3
Primary & Fabricated Metals... 60 70 59 - 10 1 - 14.3 Lo
Machineryesssssoovossssssocsss 92 93 81 - E 1 = Tk 13.6

Other Durable GoOdS.ceeeccecsss 18 24 18 - 6 0 - 25.0 0.0
Nondurable GoOdS..cceesccoccossass 202 267 264 - 65 - 62 - 24,3 =23,
Food and Kindred ProductsS..... 55 68 74 - 13 - 19 - 19.1 - 25.7
Printing & Publishing.ccccescee 83 100 95 - 17 - 12 - 17.0 - 12.6

Other Nondurable GoodS........ 64 99 95 -. 85 - 31 - 35.4 - 32.6
Public UELL1E] 8835 ve sisie e s e e viosm 168 170 150 - 2 18 v 12 12.0
Wholesale and Retail Trad€eeecccescss 673 659 579 14 94 2.1 16.2
Finance, Insurance & Real Estate.... 94 96 93 - 2 L = 52l 1l
Services and MIning, .....essessssses 353 379 337 - 26 16 - 6.9 47
State & Local Government..cocececcses - 69 78 84 - 9 - 15 - 11.5 - 17.9
Information Not Available..ecocecoes 158 166 145 - 8 13 - 4,8 9.0

l/ Data are for the week including the 12th of the month.

Data were compiled as part of a cooperative
program with the Employment and Training Administration, U. S. Department of Labor.




TABLE 3. Occupational Attachment of the Insured Unemployed 1/
Net Change Percent Change
Number Feb.- Jan.- Feb.- Jan.-
Occupational Attachment Mar. Feb. Jan. Mar. Mar. Mar. Mar.
1977 1977 1977 1977 7 1977 1977 1977
DOERATL. [ won: wiks el hirte el v v 6] & i o T om a1 ) 4 e 1o 1o o 3,151 3,357 3,001 - 206 150 - 6.1 % .0
Prof./Tech./Managerial..: s« sseseseeis 91 87 80 4 5 B 4.6 13.8
Elerical/Salass: s s os saouine o5 e mn 160 166 160 - 6 0 - 3.6 0
SEYNICER « x wiie -oera Bl la Ms i asonde & £ re = 88 85 71 3 17 3.5 23.9
Farming/Fishing/Forestry..cceeeecess 9 10 11 - I - 2 - 10.0 18.2
Industrial Categories:
By Type of Work
Processing: s ssecssasoesssss 10 14 14 = 4 - 4 - 28.6 - 28.6
Machine TradeS..ceses@essavnse 58 59 52 - 1 6 B 11.5
BEeNCh. WDIK «iw st o s v le1els ala s s a0l 44 5S 45 - 1l - 1 - 20.0 - 2.2
Structural. Work. tres «slslvios « o st e 223 226 208 - 3 15 - 1.3 i
Miscellaneous . ies s canmntie s's s o 179 204 197 - 25 - 18 - 12.3 - 9.1
By Complexity 2/
I R aire et Frre Lo ol ossinal o V00, Bl 1a s e i 46 60 61 - 14 - 15 - 23.3 - 24.6
MEHANIN o, ctdie il o) o7 oPsiter ks o6 s 61 68 67 60 1 8 1.5 133
LOW s 24 s ¢ & ais w,.aist srerstate s iale s ) o & @ 400 431 395 - 31 5 - 7.2 L.8
Information Not Available........... 2,289 2,451 2;163 - 162 126 - 6.6 5.8
MEN (CLATMANTS . o) ot g eflac et atarat o avmlelusie vistninis 2: 511 2,688 2,392 - 177 119 - 6.6 5.0
Prof . /Tech./Managerial«. «seesisiss o oes 53 52 53 1 0 1.9 0
Clerical/Sales: s sime i wenmeiesen o e 43 49 43 - 6 0 - 12.2 0
B L VLC .55 ¢ % wabeataaris o & ssherstdie ekl s 50 50 43 0 7 0 1643
Farming/Fishing/Forestry............ 9 10 11 - 1 = 2 - 10.0 - 18s2
Industrial Categories:
By Type of Work
PYOCESS AN & « fsrie s ot o » 9 ss % o o 5% ¥ 8 11 12 - 3 - 4 - 27.3 33.3
Machine TradeS. . e essansensons 54 56 48 - 2 6 - 3.6 12.5
Benth WorkK: saxe b o vuisn s oue s 33 40 34 - 7 - 1 - 17.5 - 2.9
StrictUral WOEK. .. s s semiomworsios 220 223 206 - 3 14 = U3 6.8
MiscellaneoUS.: s esessscsosnsos 168 193 184 - 25 - 16 - 13.1 - 8.7
By Complexity 2/
HAGD: ik o s 5 mim,ams o v o om0 d s 46 60 60 - 14 - 14 - 23.3 - 23.3
MEQTNINT, Lotae s dhlenes pie's SisTs, tne e s 66 66 59 0 7 0 1.9
LW s nile 51 alleldud 50 @ ot dipeion w53 9] 591050 At 371 397 365 - 26 6 - 6.5 1.6
Information Not Available....ccceees 1,873 2,004 1,758 = 131 115 - 6.5 6.5




TABLE 3. Occupational Attachment of the Insured Unemployed 1/ (cont'd)

Net Change Percent Change

Number Feb.- Jan.- Feb.=- Jan.

Occupational Attachment Mar. Feb. Jan. Mar. Mar. Mar. Mar.

1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977

WOMEN CLAIMANTS 640 669 609 - 29 31 - 4.3 5..%
Prof./Tech./Managerial.cceccceccess 38 35 27 3 11 . 8.6 40.7
CleYical/Sales. e s vevievassesissss LLY 117 117 0 0 0 0
SeYVICa i als o v v sinpie o6 v o wiars evera s wreree 38 35 28 c 10 8.6 35:.7
Farming/Fishing/Forestry....ceoee. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Industrial CategoriesS:...ccececeece
By Type of Work !
PYOCEBEINGhiccs s s snitoasesssnse 2. 3 2 - :1 0 =333 0
Machine TradeS.c.cecccescccose 4 3 4 1 0 33.3 0
Bench Wo¥Kisscwissoeosessanee 11 15 11 - 4 0 - 26.7 0
structural WOoXK..eeessesssencs 3 3 2 0 1 0 50.0
MiscellaneoUS.cceececcccccsces 31 11 13 0 -2 0 - 15.4
By Complexity 2/

HAGHET che s aiors raee 5.6 5 6550 555875 0 0 i 0 -1 0 -100.0
MBADTMT 2 ke TR, (16 a7e 00 oo o:aPara s oot 2 1 1 1 3 100.0 100.0

TiOMWS % 1m0l e wnb niloreminlarais, & obeiw e sin 1o 29 34 30 ) -1 - 14.7 - =353
Information Not Available..ccccccees 416 447 405 - 31 11 - 2.5 227

l/ Data are for the week inéluding the 12th of the méﬁ£h. -Data ﬁere compiled as part of a cooperative program
with the Employment and Training Administration, U.S. Department of Labor.

2/ <6hl§“ihdnstrial occuéééionai_;ategbiies are arfanged by dégiee-of complexity.
on the basis of the fourth digit of the occupation code.

Inéicated groups are classified
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TABLE 4, Duration of_Unemp;gyment qf the ipsu;gd Unqmg}qygdﬂin Des_@qinegVSMsaigy‘sexrgpgVRang;/ )

Net Change Percent Change

Numbex Feb.- Jan.- Feb.- Jan.

Duration by Sex and Race Mar. Feb. Jan. Mar. Mar. Mar. l Mar.
1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 | 1977
TOTAT: <5 snamat s s s@@Eeles & 5's & & v asbs 3,151 3357 3,001 -206 150 - 6.1 5.0
1= WEEKS o v sn'e saom s e ssnsssn 303 521 817 -218 -514 -41.8 -62.9
5=14 WeekS, ccosoosinosassnensss 2,083 2,056 1,465 27 618 1.3 42.2

15 Weeks and OVer.ceoeecosocoss 765 780 719 - 15 46 - 1.9 6.4

SEX BY WEEKS UNEMPLOYED

Men ClaimantS.ccsvesonsvvnes seses 2,511 2,688 2,392 =177 119 - 6.6 5.0
1= WeekS.coisoesasssonosensis 245 425 723 -180 -478 -42.4 -66.1
5~14 WeekB8ssesassannsensnsssan 1,718 1,719 1,167 - 1 551 - 0.1 47.2

15 Weeks and OVer..ccecececoss 548 544 502 4 46 0.7 9.2
Women ClaimantS.ceccessesscecnscse 640 669 609 - 29 31 - 4.3 5.1
1=4 MeekB. i sasssss sessvyss 58 926 94 - 38 - 36 -39.6 -38.3
5=14 WeekS:i:sssnaicssssananesss 365 337 298 28 67 8.3 22.5

15 Weeks and OVer...cececoeasscs 217 236 217 - 19 0 - 8.1 0

RACE BY WEEKS UNEMPLOYED

White_C1aimants§..;..............» 3,102 3,297 2,935 =195 167 -'5.9 Bie7
1-4 WeekSeceoeoosocecocccconcs 300 518 810 -218 =510 -42.1 -63.0
5=14 WeeKS, « caionionssssnesssnss 2,061 2,022 1,426 39 635 1.9 44,5

15 Weeks and OVer.cceceecoccces 741 757 699 - 16 42 - 2.1 6.0
Nonwhite ClaimantS....ccceccecees 49 60 66 - 11 - 17 -18.3 -25.8
1= WECKS. o o000 viaiamismie oo s acs:slo e 3 3 7 0 - 4 0.0 -57.1
5=14 WEEKB o o s oo mnisiassnscssssons 22 34 39 - 12 - 17 -35.3 -43.6
15 Weeks and OVeXr..ceececocses 24 23 20 1 4 4.3 20.0

1/ Data are for the week including the 12th of the month.

Data were compiled as part of a cooperative program
with the Employment and Training Administration, U. S. Department of Labor.
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TABLE 5. Age by Sex and Race of the Insured Unemployed in

Des Moines SMSA 1/

Numbex

Age, Sex and Race

Mar.
1977

Feb.
1977

Jan.
1977

Net Change Percent Change
Feb.- Jan.- Feb.- Jan.-
Mar. Mar. : Mar. Mar.
1977 1977 1977 | 1977

POPRL o ams o ifcem 38 s s s otne a oo 8 & & S-aris o
HAGETE 1225 5k o ove.dicShefbrars: e b v 0 wisreiar s
g Rl R B SRR RS DL e e el i
b LSRN ¢ TR, DR\ D By o e e P A T
BE=AR s s wimgn 6 oiura winsie,m e e e 5w
D520 550 5. cnv,0:0 508 5850108 578 a8 21018 8 S
B e e o aesa el s, Saart VoL 5 iei a it el aierin o e

BO0=B% s o5 winjsins saue wuw o wie s v s omem e e

65 and OVEY .. cis.cvosenesssssssassss

MEN. GLATMANTS ¢« o s 6 ocos-0e 00069 a0 aiee sws
UNAEY 22 ¢ o'ee s sios s dmniasioessssssssss
Q2D Lo e n v sia N e e G 8 e I8 e
25=3 sinieresivies o s ilele s v ms s % e ¢ o8
35=845 i i dvites v s ees e s oE 8l ess i
/Tt i el . S gl gie? St gl
B5=59.0 2 6u6: oh atm bieis wlolm darhon s e B1e 8 950 5

BO=64. ceassounsssmonssonssopionsns

65 anA OVBT . o oo visiass oo eisiosssssi

“WOMEN CLAIMANTS.c.cccccoccccsscscccecs
UNORT 2T 0h50 o % wiebls alaiom & & sreviiallon o e isid

22=28 i va v s nnmmie See s me e e e
2534, csesninonsssssnnsisennssies
35=44.ccsc00ccsccssinsccenscascscns
4D=5l e sesesssveessonsnnaessnsssse
55250 g 0is o5 o508 0isin alnw00i8 w8 0 w00 650 50

60-64.ccccconasssssocsssssiosnsnni

65 AN OVRET s vt v asvinssos piowsssasne

WHITE CLATMANTS .o s essecsasasiosesesssns
UNABTY 22 oo o ajsiine s s ss e ssssoms
2B =l e stas o wiare e (o o BUe. 918 & 1808 810w BEES 0
DY L N T e WA PO PN

3544 .ccacossnnencassvenineenyeis i

3,151
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870
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454
155
106

30

2,511
452
391
720
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345
X17

9
19
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88
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27
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531
491
855
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581
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925
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107
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772
429
367
115

79
22

669
106
100
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118
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it
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572
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905
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839
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93
42
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TABLE 5. Age by Sex and Race of the Insured Unemployed in Des Moines SMSA 1/ (cont'd)

Net Change Percent Change
Number Feb.- Jan.- Feb.- Jan.-

Age, Sex and Race Mar. Feb. Jan. Mar. Mar. Mar. Mar.

1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977 1977

WHITE CLAIMANTS (cont'd)

45-54 ., dicednssesmiensionnsinesensesis 448 477 444 - 29 4 - 6.1 0.9
DD=59 050 b dnte’s 5 Mo se muie & e w106 e B 6w 154 149 154 5 0 3.4 0.0
BORBR s ian s sfireian oo od e Sunlone 5889 o 105 105 91 0 14 0 15.4
Oh ana OVEY ol as v oo o eisiaions oinnes 30 33 42 - 3 - 12 - 9.1 -28.6
NONWHITE CLAIMANTS.ceccceccceccscccs 49 60 66 - 11 - 17 -18.3 -25.8
UNAeS 122 i 3 e e Nt e aileeis e elemate ave e 9 9 10 0 - 1 0 -10.0
2R R oV n i etera sy e e e T 16 e s e faes 6 9 11 - 3 - 5 -33.3 -45.5
s N L o Lo P e S KLl [ 15 20 20 - 5 - 5 -25.0 -25.0
e S ¢ PR PG RDE ~, T S S R 11 3 11 0 0 0 0.0
45-54..............1.............. 6 8 11 - 2 - 5 -25.0 -45.5
BB RO s 5 s & v aeTbias 6s & 6 66 e 68 1 ) 1 0 0 0 0.0
BO=68: < s as sinm vag i ne sivies s es 3 1 2 2 - 1 - 1 -50.0 -50.0
65 /8NA OVEL . o o' v ¢ v'snniedioiss sis s:sais sie 0 0 0 0 0] 0 0

1/ Data are for the week including the 12th of the month. Data were compiled as part of a cooperative prqgram
with the Employment and Training Administration, U.S. Department of Labor.




TABLE 6. Selected Characteristics of the Insured Unemployed by Industry and Occupation, Des Moines SMSA .1/

MONTH: MARCH 1977

NON- Age Group Wi i
INDUSTRY AND OCCUPATION TOTAL WHITE MALE UNDER 25 [ OVER 54 UNDER 5 QVER 14

INDUSTRY : '

D R L 01575 50 0se oTate s el 8 ia) & w1 8 Halio (01:6; wiiw o< o8 1o dmvvalis 3,151 49 2,511 1,037 291 303 765
Contract ConstructioN.ssecsccsssssssss 1,139 13 1,102 287 115 97 250
ManUEActUXING : « o i o sins a.6.0.566 56600 s 517 9 418 163 42 49 128

DUXabladG00AS s « s sis oia\n als o einiere s aluio 315 6 276 95 27 24 72
Nondurable GOOdS.cseececsoscssscsess 202 3 142 69 15 25 57
Public Utllitles.cuceovsaoesseniosssis 168 2 137 44 9 9 33
Wholesale and Retail Trade...cceeecess 673 4 440 277 63" 90 185
Finance, Insurance and Real Estate... 94 L 36 36 15 10 30
Services and MINinGe. . svescssecoseses 353 12 201 113 40 41 95
State and Local Government.....cecees 69 3 42 15 6 2 23
Information Not Available....ccccceae 158 5 128 97 1 1 19

'_l

'—l

OCCUPATION:

TOPRT s o o5 oa: s 6 %5 01050 wlagere s o0 (s1616: 76 %50 1 (61608 & 806 3,151 49 2;511 1,037 291 303 765
Prof./Tech./Managerial...ccceccecccccs 91 2 52 22 9 11 20
CLeEI 08l /SaLEE . dots'e o s iasies s eissisineses s 160 4 44 58 19 15 51
BETNICOS 'six b alein o000 % oo Talera: 6157 o € Buaneyn: o B o 88 2 49 42 7 13 24
Farming/Fishing/Forestry..c.ceeecesaces 9 0 9 6 3 0 2

Industrial Categories:
By Type of Work

PrOCESBING s o 2 s atara sun 45 5o ninknloiin v dsse 10 0 7 3 0 3 i3
Machine TradeS:.ccsesssosasscses 58 3 54 19 3 10 10
BenchaWOTI: 5 b oo o ssniameissess 44 2 34 14 i 3 15
Structural WOXK.eissse.05 9% e 223 2 221 72 15 17 (== 53
MigcellaneoUS.cecesesssveres sl 4 179 4 169 65 6 9 _*éééé 62
By Complexity 3;3

BAGR 0 sceiaea aieeiee nbe s o ot o b iaddisie s 46 1 47 7 2 8 W=~ 14
POAIMMe o oo o mvwviavims wuiswin vk snse 68 0 66 24 6 5 o=—8 15
LOWeeceocaccosssssccososcnsnsases 400 10 370 140 16 28 =3 113

; ==9 527

Information Not Available...c.ccceceaves 2,289 30 1,873 738 233 224

VYMO! 40 AHV

1620 HGOZ

Y

1/ Data is for the week including the 12th of the month.



