[No. 29.]

TH I

International Exhibition of 1846,

IN PHILADELPHIA.

COMMISSIONERS LETTER.

To His, Excerrency, C. C. CARPENTER, Governor of lowa:

Dear Sir:—In compliance with your request to write you a letter in

reference to the objects and progress of the Centennial Exhibition, we

as the representatives of the State of Towa in the United States Centen-
nial Commission, constituted by an act of Congress, approved March 3,
1871, providing for celebrating the one hundredth anniversary of
American independence by holding a centennial international exhibi-
tion of the arts, manufactures, and products of the soil and mine, in the
city of Philadelphia, state of Pennsylvania, in the year 1876, under the
auspices of the government of the United States, most respectfully sub-
mit the following.

A commissioner and alternate from each state and territory are con-
stituted by an appointment of the President, upon recommendations of
the Governors ofthe several states and territories; whose duty it is to
prepare and superintend a plan for holding the exhibition, and to fix
upon a suitable site within the limits of the city of Philadelphia, where
the exhibition shall be held. It is made the duty of the commission to
report to Congress a suitable date for opening the exhibition, plans for
the reception and classification of articles for exhibition, custom-house
regulations for the introduction oﬁ'oreién articles, etc. It appears from
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the bill that Congress at the time of its passage was laboring under a
fit of great economy not always characteristic of that body. It provides
that the commissioner and alternate shall receive no compensation what-
ever, and that the United States shall not be liable for any expenses;
leaving the labor, expenses, and responsibility to be borne by private
citizens, with such aid as can be given by the city ot Philadelphia and
the several states and territories. 'While the monarchical governments
of the torld have appropriated millions of dollars for the ercction of
suitable buildings, and other necessary expenses, for international exhi-
bitions in their own countries, and our Congress has appropriated thou-
sands of dollars to senfl commissioners to their international exhibi-
tions, it has not as yet appropriated one dollar for the celebration of the
centennial anniversary of the birth of the greatest republican govern-
ment the world has ever seen. The centennial exhibition will be inter-
national and universal : international, inasmuch as all the nations have
been officially invited to participate in it; and universal, because repre-
gentative of all arts, industries, and manufactures, and all the various
results of human skill, thought, and imagination. Here will be spread
out before us, the manufactures of Great Britain—the source of all her
power, with her noble draught and fast-running horses, her fine cattle of
Hervefords, Devong, and Ayrshires, her splendid sheep of Leicesters,
(‘otswolds, and Saxony, her best breed of hogs. From France will
come articles of taste and utility, exquisite in design, and perfect in exe-
cution, with her horses, cattle, and sheep, her sugar-beet and olive-oil.
From Russia, iron and leather, no nations have learned to excel.  From
Prussia, her various manufactured articles, her splendid wheat and bar-
ley. Austria will be there with her great mineral wealth. Berlin and
Munich with artistic productions in iron and bronze. From Turkey,
her rich carpets. From Arabia, the best coffee that grows, with her
noble Arabian horses. From Switzerland, her unequaled wood-carvings
and delicate watch-works. From Boliemia, will come the perfections
of glass-blowing and musical instruments. Irom poor old Spain, to
whose daring public spirit, nearly four centuries ago, we owe the possi-
bility of this hour, will come the evidence of greatness, now unhappily
faded away for the want of education among her people, with her herds
of cattle and fine Merino sheep. From Nineveh and Pompeii, the
evidence of the buried past. From China, her curious workmanship,
the result of accumulated ingenuity, reaching back beyond the time
when history began. Matchless woodwork from Japan. From Persia,
will come her gorgeous fabrics to diversify and stimulate our trade.
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From our near neighbor, the dominion of Canada, will come her manu-
factured articles of utility, her fine horses and cattle, and her wheat
and barley. All the states and territories of the Union will have ade-
quate space assigned them in the buildings of the great centennial exhi-
bition, for the display of their own arts, manufactures, and products of
the soil and mine.

Towa will have a place assigned to her. Shall it be filled by the rich
products of her soil, mines, arts, manufactures, or shall it remain empty?
Tt is estimated that there will be ten millions of visitors there. We
feel sufficient pride in the renown of our own State—the noble “Hawk-
“Kye State”—to believe that the space assigned to it will be visited by
all.  Shall it be empty, or full; vacant, or crowded with articles show-
ing the immense agricultural and mineral wealth of the young giant of
the West? Citizens of Towa, the great responsibility rests with you.
Shall Towa then occupy the same position in the centennial exhibition
as has been assigned her, as one of the richest States in the Union in
the products of ‘her soil, the healthfulness of her climate, her freedom
from State indebtedness, her humane laws, and her boundaries in
the largest and noblest rivers in the world; only twenty-eight years
old, with a population of upwards of one million two hundred thou-
sand souls, with more miles of railroads in operation than any other
State in the Union, except six, and with millions of acres of her rich,
fertile soil still unoccupied ?

The centennial commission have had four meetings in Philadelphia,
have selected four hundred and fifty acres of ground in Fairmount Park,
have decided upon the plan of the buildings, and have fixed upon the
day for opening and closing the exhibition. The opening of the exhi-
bition will take place on the 19th day of April, the anniversary of the
battle of Lexington, and it will close on the 19th day of October, the
anniversaty of the battle and surrender of Yorktown.

Congress has also passed a bill creating a board of finance, whose
duty is to raise the requisite funds to erect the necessary buildings. The
board of finance consists of four from each State at large, and two from
each Congressional district. Towa has twenty-two, selected by the
members of Congress from their respective districts. The following

“are the names of the gentlemen selected: For the State at large—Sam-

wel Murdock, L. W. Ross, J. M. Shaffer, F. R. West. First District—
James Putnam, Arthur Bridgman. Second District—DMilo Smith, John
Hilsinger. Third District—B. B. Richards, James H. Easton. Fourth
Distr 1@1;—— . H. Curtis, John P. Powers. Fifth District—John F. Ely,



6 INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION. [No. 29.

John P. Irish. Sixth District—IH. S. Winslow, H. Tannehill! Seventh
District—B. F. Murray, P. Gad Bryan. Eighth District—William Hale,
Wayne Stennett. Ninth District—E. R. Kirk, N. B. Hyatt. The stock-
holders of the board of finance have elected Hon. John Welch, of
Philadelphia, president ; Hon. Frederick Frailey, of Philadelphia, sec-
retary; and some twenty-five directors. Hon.B. F. Allen, of Towa, and
Governor Washburn, of Wisconsin, represent the Western States in the
board of directors. What amount of stock the people of Towa have
taken, we do not know, but are apprehensive that it.is as yet very little.
We do hope that at least part of Towa’s quota will be taken. Califor-
nia and Oregon are fully alive to the important interest they have as
States in the exhibition, and are pledged to take their full quota of
stock. Philadelphia and Pennsylvania have taken upward of three
millions of dollars.

The centennial exhibition beiﬁg national and in commemoration of
the one-hundredth anniversary of our national independence, it does
appear to us that Congress should make a reasonable appropriation for
the erection of the necessary buildings for the exhibition, and not leave
the whole responsibility of raising the necessary funds to rest with
Pennsylvania. 'We have no authority to speak for our Towa delegation
in Congress; they have a habit of speaking for themselves; but we feel
assured that they will manifest their patriotism, their regard for their
dear ancestors, and their love of country, by voting for a reasonable
appropriation.  As President Grant has officially notified all the nations
of the earth that the United States is going to hold a centennial inter-
national exhibition in the year 1876, and has invited them all to come
and see, and has already been notified of the acceptance of the invita-
tion by a number of the nations, it is to be hoped that the greatest
republicnn government the world has ever seen will be fully prepared,
panic or no panie, to make such a display, such an exhibition of her
greatness, her power, her arts and manufactures, and the products of
her soil and mines, as has never before been exhibited in the world. In
behalf of our great State, which we have the honor to represent in the
United States centennial commission, we invoke your assistance, and
that of the legislature, in the work of providing that our State shall,
on that important occasion, be thoroughly represented. After examin-
ation of the practice of previous international exhibitions, and consid-
ering the particular difficulties imposed in the present exhibition, by
reason of the great extent of our country, and the varied nature of its
products, the centennial commission have concluded that in no other
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way can a thorough representation of the resources of eacl.l of the
states in the Union be so certainly insured, as by the appointment,
under the auspices of each state government, of a state board of cen-
tennial managers, to consist of five, specially charged with the duty of
perfecting the exhibit to be made by its own state. :

The objects to be displayed in the exhibition will be arranged in zen
departments, named as follows:

1. Raw materials, mineral, vegetable, and animal.

2. Materials and manufactures used for food or in the arts, the
result of extracting or combining processes. »

3. Textile and felted fabrics; apparel; costumes and ornaments
for the person.

4. Furniture, and manufactures of general use in construction and
in dwellings.

5. Tools, implements, machines, and processes.

6. Motors and transportation.

7. Apparatus and methods for the increase and diffusion of knowl-
edge.

i Engineering, public works, architecture, etc.

9. Plastic and graphic arts.

10. Objects illustrating efforts for the improvement of the phys-
ical, intellectual, and moral condition of man.

It should be a matter of State pride with us to see that Iowa is repre-
sented in as many of these departments as possible, and that the ijects
she contributes shall adequately indicate her great resources. It will
also be a measure of sound policy and economy, to display to the mill-
ions of visitors, who will assemble at Philadelphia, in 1876, from our
own country and from abroad, such evidence of the rich products of
her soil and mines as shall direct to our vast unbroken prairies an
enlarged flow of immigration, and attract capital from abroad to be
_invested in manufactures, which are so inseparably connected with
our great agricultural interests. No such opportunity for making
known to the world the attractions of Iowa is likely to recur within
the days of the presént generation. Under these circumstances it is
to be hoped that the board of centennial managers for Towa will be
afforded every facility for the satisfactory performance of their duty
which an enlightened public spirit, and liberality, can suggest. Other
States are already in advance of us in this work of preparation, and
although'there is time enough, if diligently employed, for the collection
of an exhibition in which our people may take pride, yet there is
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I.nO tiln.e to lose. The board of centennial managers should be organ-
1ze‘d with as little delay as possible, and should establish a cenbtral
office from which to disseminate information to exhibitors,
With much respect, we remain
Your obedient servants,
ROBERT LOWRY, Commissioner.

January, 1874, C. F. CLARKSON, Alternate Com.

[No. 29,
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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL.

Unrtrep STATES CENTENNTIAL COMMISSION,
No. 904 WALNUT STREET,
Puruaperruia, Nov. 20, 1873.
His Excrriency, C. C. CARPENTER, GOVERNOR OF TowA:

Sir: T have the honor to solicit your concurrence with the United
States Centennial Commission in the work of procuring such repre-
sentation of the natural resources and industrial progress of your State
as will insure its successful participation inthe International Exhibition
of 1876. /

After careful deliberation, the commission has concluded that this
end may best be attained through the instramentality of State
boards, which should be composed of men thoroughly familiar with
the capabilities of the State or territory they represent, and upon which
will devolve the responsibility for the exhibition made under their
direction.. The scheme upon which it has seemed best to organize
these boards is embodied in section 5 of the « Regillutions for exhibi-
“tors in the United States,” a copy of which is herewith inclosed, and
to which I beg to direct your attention.

The magnitude of the labor of preparing and classifying the exhib-
its for each State, and the limited time remaining, convince the

Jentennial Commission that the organization of the State boards can -
not safely be deferred beyond the first of A pril, 1874, without imperil-
ing the interests of the exhibitors they are to represent.

I have therefore to express the hope that your Excellency will lay
the subject before the legislature of your State, with such recommenda-
tions as will insure the appointment of the members of the board, as
suggested, at an early day. g

In order that you may have further information of the object, scope,
and requirements of the work intrusted to the Centennial Commission,
the commissioners for your State have been requested to confer with
you, and they will be pleased to render you any aid you may desire in
inaugurating means to secure a full representation of the resources of
your State in the International exhibition.

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant,
A. T. GOSHORN.

Director-General, United States Centennmial Commission.
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INFORMATION FOR EXHIBITORS IN THE UNITED STATES.

OFFICIAL ORGANIZATION.

1.. An Act of Congress, approved March 3, 1871, provided for the
national celebration of the One Hundredth Anniversary of the Inde-
pendence of the United States by the holding of an Exhibition of Arts
Manufactures, and Products of the Soil and Mine. A Procl:mmtion,
by the President, issued July 4, 1873, announced the exhibition and
National Celebration, and commended them to the people of the
United States and of all nations.

2. "I‘he Act of Congress provided for the organization of the
United States Centennial Commission, “whose duty it shall be to pre-
pare and superintend the execution of a plan for holding the Exhibi-
tion.” TUpon the nomination of the Governors of the several States
and Territories, the President appointed the members of the Centen-
nial Commission, as follows :

States and Territories. Commissioners. Alternates.
Alz.lbnma ........................ William M. Byrd ............ James L. Cooper.
APIZONG. 7enssssnnsmnsasosgesioss Richard C. McCormick....John Wasson.
Arlfansa's ........................ B, W, Gamtte: i shsaeross ese Alexander McDonald
California........ . vassevesaei J. Dunbar Creigh............ J. Middleton. .
Colorado .....cveenee. s J. Marghall - Paulic bt L ik N. C. Meeker.
Connecticnit c.verenrerinneens Joseph R. Hawley........... William P. Blake.
DaRota) . 2eiiasesihonss o Solomon L. Spink.

Delaware ;
District of Columbia

John H. Rodney.
...Lawrence A. Gobright.

Ijlorid'a ........... Ji 8o AdamS onis sssssnssanus J. T. Bernard.
(;;zim o e T o ‘ Lewis Waln Smith.

RO cevevennsusiesnssinincanes homas Donaldson ..s...... James S. Reynolds.
;1111'.1015 ........................... F. L. Matthews..cccoees oeeue Lawrence Weldon.
Ig‘dl‘ana .......................... J. L. Campbell......ccc....... anklin C. Johnson.

Wikicssnerssionsdonsatsnononsioia Robert LOWry ....cccceeeeennne Coker F. Clarkson.
IEansas ........................... John A, Martin........isaee George A. Crawford
Ixenﬁucky ....................... Robert Mallory...ccoceeneeee. Smith M. Hobbs. .
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States and Territories. Commissioners. Alternates.
LOouiSIana ovveuerneaeeaseonnnns John Lynch...' .................. fdward Penington.
MAINE creenneniennnernnseaenseens Joshua Nye «.ocoveeniiiennd Charles P. Kimball.
Maryland O, George T. Earle .c..coevvnnine John W. Davis.
MassachusettS. ..eeereenees.GeOTZE B Loring ..eevveenne William B. Spooner.
Michigan ....coveerneeeernannnnns James Birney .....ccoooeeene Claudius B. Grant.
MANNESON D vareesereeneeeeeneenad . Fletcher Williams........ W. W. Folwell. '
MisSiSSIPPL veeeeenveernnnennees 0. C. French .ooceeeeniinnnnee
MASSOUTT cevverecrsnnncnssescannnt John MeNeil coiviiiiiineenns Samuel Hays.
MONtANA ceveenrnsernernenneenses William IL. Claggett.. ...... Patrick A. Largey.
Nebraska .oceveeeeneeesiennsesen Henry S. Moody...cooeeneeens R. W. Furnas.
NevAAD woveeererrnnrenencssanenns W. W. McCOY verrervenne-mndames W. THaines.
New Hampshire.....c....... Fzekiel A. Straw ............Asa P. Cate.

New Jersey..coeeremeeeenenenen Orestes Cleveland ........... John G. Stevens.
New MeXiCO.reereersossanenes Eldridge W. Little...........

New YOrK...oeereessneereeeed O Vo Lo Pruyn coceeeee Charles H. Marshall.
North Carolina .....c.eeeeeeee J. W. Albertson.
DA o0evsovessvnsonnnsmnsosvonsect Alfred T. Goshorn ........... Wilson W. Griffith.
Oregon...evevveeenss v WoVirtue coeeeeeeeninenes A. J. Dufur.
Pennsylvania ..ccceeeeennnnnns Daniel J. Morrell............ Asa Packer.

Rhode Island ......coeeeeneee George TT Corliss...ceeeeeen Samuel Powell.
South Carolina .....c.cceeeees William Guarney.....coeeeeee. Archibald Cameron.
TENNESSCE.ccvernerrnnerasannens Thomas H. Colwell......... William F. Prosser.
[ROTAE ocvocvicavasmnensossssosss W H. Parsons......eeeeeeedohn C. Chew.,
TtahieeesoreesseerssseenensenJOhn T Wickizer.ooeneen. Oscar G. Sawyer.
Vermont .eceeeeveeneeenencennnn Middleton Goldsmith...... Henry Chase.
Virginia voeeeeeneeeeeeeeeennnnns Walter W. Wood ......coeee Edmund R Bagwell.
Washington Territory ....Elwood Evans....ccocceeee Alexander S. Abernethy.
West Virginia.....ccoeeeeeeen Alexander R. Boteler....... Andrew J. Sweeney.
WiISCONSIN wevvrvnieraeeenruanns Edward D. Holton.
WYOoming ceeeeeeeeennennenneenes Robert . Lamborn.

The officers of the Centennial Commission are : President, Joseph
R. Hawley; Vice-Presidents, Alfred T. Goshorn, Orestes Cleveland,
Wm. M. Byrd, John D. Creigh, David Atwood, Thomas H. Coldwell;
Director- Qeneral, Alfred T. Goshorn 5 Secretary, John L. Campbell;
Counselor and Solicitor, John L. Shoemaker.

3. By a further Act of Congress, approved June 1, 1872, there was
created the Centennial Board of Finance, which is charged with the
financial administration of the preparations for the exhibition. This
oanized on April 23, 1873, by the election of a Board

Board was duly or,

of Directors, with John Welsh, Esq., President, and Frederick Fraley,
Esq., Secretary and Treasurer.
4. Tor the more efficient conduct and management of its affairs, the
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STATE ORGANIZATIONS.
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h5. : To provide for the efficient adjustment of the preliminaries to
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the }Ahlbltlon, and to organize q wniform system to this end thirowuyh-
out’the United States, the several States and T '

erritories are invited
and recommended to appoint,

- as early as possible, State Centennial
anagers, not exceedi ive i i
P T ] exceeding five in number, They should be selected
irely with regard to their familiarity with the resources, arts, and
: e deit ]
Irl);odu“s of their State, their business experience, and executive skill
e State Managers, witl i issi ' :
s I.LII‘L.OUS, with the United States Commissioner and Alter-
2 Q1 . Q ] 1 ~
nate Commissioner, shall constitute the State Board of Centennial
Managers for each State and Territory.
4 an the State Board will devolve all the responsibility of organizing
1ts State or Territor securi i (
o y,.nnd of securing its thorough representation in
c1 t\ 1.1 ition. It will have to care for the interests of its own State
and of its citizens in matters relati ibiti i ‘
8 In matters relating to the Exhibition; to dis

: : : seminate
information about 1t ; to issue invit

- atlons to participate ; to receive
a?( I;ronol.mce upon applications for space; to apportion the space
placec . at 1ts disposal among the exhibitors from its State; and to
S} & s . s = 3 3 ‘
.supuvme such other details relating to the representation of its citizens
) ol ey g » o . : 2
in the Exhibition as may from time to time be delegated to it by the
. ] . :
United States Centennial Commission,
It is of extreme Importance that the State Boards shall be oreanized
and at work at the earliest d i i >y
ks earliest day possible. Tt is hoped that all may have
been appointed before April 1, 1874,

PRELIMINARY REGULATIONS.

6. .The ]?]xhibition will be held in buildings erected for the pur-
pose in Fairmount Park, in the City of Philadelphia, and will be
opened on the 19th day of April, ' ’
October following.

7. After the organization of the State Bom'd;
to the Centennial Commission or to the Dir .
articles to be exhibited or requirements
those Boards.

In determining upon the articles to be admitted to the Exhibition
)

all communications
ector-General, relative to
for space, must be made through

1876, and closed on the 19th of /,
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each State Board should so discriminate as to the character and quality
of the objects it selects, that the aggregate exhibition of its State shall
consist of the best specimens of its products.

8. Full diagrams of the buildirgs and grounds will be furnished to
the State Boards, showing the location and area assigned to each State
and Territory in the Exhibition Buildings, on or before the 4th day of
July, 1874.

As soon thereafter as may be, but not later than November 1, 1874,
the State Boards are requested to notify the Director-General whether
they desire any increase or diminution of the space offered them.

By the 1st of March, 1875, the Director-General will acquaint each
State Board with the amount of space at its disposal, and the State
Board shall at once apportion it among the exhibitors of its district.

Jefore October 1, 1875, the State Boards must furnish the Director
General with detailed plans of their allotted space, showing the space
of each single object to be exhibited, and also with lists of the exhibit-
ors, and all other information necessary for the preparation of the Offi-
cial Catalogue.

9. The Commission is assured that liberal reduction in rates for trans-
portation will be made on railways and water-lines in the United States.
Specific details as to these rates will be given in a future communica- -
‘tion. . . ;

The exhibitors or the State Boards must provide for all the expenses
of transportation, of the delivery and unpacking of goods, of setting
them up in the Exhibition Building, of removing the empty cases, and
of repacking and removing the goods at the close of the Kxhibition.
Provision, however, will be made for storing the cases during the con-
tinuance of the Kxhibition, without charge to exkLibitors, and with as
little inconvenience or delay as possible.

10. Heavy articles requiring special foundations, or others which
from any cause are difficult of location or adjustment, should, by special
arrangement, be set in place as soon as the progress of the work upon
the buildings will permit. The general reception of articles at the Ex-
hibition Buildings will commence on January 1, 1876, and no articles
will be admitted after March 31st.

Space not occupied on the 1st of April, 1876, will revert to the Di-
rector-Geeneral for reassignment.

11. An Oflicial Catalogue will be published by the Centennial Com-
mission, containing (1) the name of each exhibitor; (2) the mame of
each article exhibited; (3) the group and class to which the object is
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referable; (4) the location of each article in the Buildings or Park; and
(5) an alphabetical index of exhibitors’ names.

The right of publishing and selling the Official Catalogues is ex-
pressly reserved to the Centennial (Jommission.

12. Exhibitors will not be charged for space,

Steam-power and water will be supplied gratuitously, under rules to
be hereafter announced. It will be necessary, in making application
for either of these, for the exhibitor to state the quantity required, and
the manner in which it is to be employed.

The exhibitors or State Boards must provide, at their own cost, all
‘cases, shelving, counters, fittings, ete., which they may require; and all
countershafts, with their pulleys, belting, etc., for the transmission of
power from the main shafts in the Machinery Hall. All arrangements
of articles and decorations must be in conformity with the general plan,
and under the inspection of the Director-General.

State Boards must obtain the -written approval of the Director-Gen-
eral before constructing roads or earthworks in the grounds assigned to
them.

The Centennial Commission will take precautions for the safc preser-
vation of all objects in the Exhibition; but it shall in no way be respon-

“sible for damage or loss, or for accidents by fire or otherwise, however
originating. Exhibitors or State Boards may insure their own goods,
for which favorable facilities will be arranged; and they may employ
agents of their own choice, subject to the approval of the Director-
General, to guard them during the hours the Exhibition is open to the
public.

13. The State Boards, or the individual exhibitors, or such agents as
they may designate, shall be responsible for the receiving, unp:wkinQ,
and arrangement of objects, as well as for their removal at the close of
the Exhibition. But no person shall be permitted to act as such agent
until he can give to the Director-General written evidence of his having
been approved by the proper State Board. '

14. Articles that are inflammable, explosive, or in any way dangerous
or offensive, will not be admitted to the Exhibition, and, if illti'oduced,
will be immediately removed. The Commission will, from time to

time, make any particular regulations concerning the exhibition of such

substances that may seem necessary.
15. Objects sold can in no case be removed before the close of the
Ixhibition.

16. Photographic or other reproductions of articles exhibited will
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only be allowed upon the joint assent of the exhibitor and the Director-
General. But general views of portions of the building may be had
upon the Director-General’s sanction.

17. Each person who becomes an exhibitor thereby acknowledges
and undertakes to keep the rules and regulations established for the
government of the Exhibition. s

18. Special regulations will be issued concerning the exhibition of
fine arts, the orga.nizafion of international juries, and awards of prizes,
and on other points not touched upon in these preliminary instructions.

A. T. GOSHORN,
Director-General.

*PurLApELPHIA, November 12, 1873.
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CIRCULAR NO. 19.

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES CENTENNTAL COMMISSION.

To His ExcrrrLExcy, C. C. CARPENTER, GOVERNOR STATE oF Iowa,
Des Moines, Towa:

Sir: Your Excellency is well aware that Congress has provided by
law for holding an International Exhibition of Arts, Manufactures and
Products of the Soil and Mine, in the City of Philadelphia and the
State of Pennsylvania in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-six.

The United States Centennial Commission, appointed in accordance
with said law, at its session held in Philadelphia on the twenty-eighth
day of May, 1872, passed the following resolution:

Resolved, That a Special Committee of five be appointed, with
instructions to call the attention of the Legislatures of the several
States and Territories to the work of the Commission and to invite
their co-operation therein.

In compliance with the above resolution the undersigned committee
request that you will lay this subject before your Legislature, and
ask it to adopt, from time to time, such legislation as shall scem
best fitted to carry out the objects of the Commission, and to appoint
a capable body with such powers,’and possessing such influence within
your State or Territory as will tend to develop local interest, and induce
co-operation in the work of the Commission. Hoping that these sug-
gestions will be received with favor, we would respectfully ask that all
action in the premises shall be promptly communicated to the Secretary
of the Commission. )

SAMUEL POWEL, C%’n, Rhode Island.
JAS. L. COOPER, Alabama.

JOHN WASSON, Arizona.

OSCAR G. SAWYER, Utah.
GEORGE A. CRAWFORD, Kansas.
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The foregoing Report of the Special Committee was adopted by the
Commission at its last meeting, and it was made the duty of the Execu-
tive Committee to transmit it to your Excellency. In discharging this
duty, permit us to add that the subject of State and Territorial organ-
ization is regarded as of extreme importance to the efficiency and success
of the Centennial Celebration and Exhibition. It has already received
considerable thought and attention by the Commission, and in some of
the States it has been proposed to form Auxiliary Centennial Associa-
tions in the Congressional districts. It is probable that at the next
meeting of the Commission, in December, a comprehensive and uniform
plan for State and Territorial organization will be adopted and sub.
mitted for your favorable consideration.

We transmit for your acceptance and information a copy of the Acts
of Congress, a list of the Officers and Members of the Commission, its
Journal, and other publications. The circular letter (Form No. 10) has
been distributed to many Agricultural and Mechanical Associations
throughout the United States, in order to direct their attention to the
work of the Commission, and to secure their co-operation.

It is not necessary to explain to your Excellency the significance and
importance of the proposed celebration. Your prompt and earnest aid
in carrying out the provisions of the Acts of Congress relating thereto
is confidently invoked. A reference to the subject in your annual
message to the Legislature, would greatly assist this national effort to
fittingly celebrate the Centennial Anniversary of the Independence of
the United States.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
DANIEL J. MORRELL,
Chairman of the Fxecutive Committee.
PriLApELPHIA, PA., November, 1872.
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CIRCULAR No. 39.

PHILADELPHIA, 7Tth April, 1873.

To TtHE OFFICERS OF THE GENERAL (ROVERNMENT, AND OF THE GoOv-
ERNMENTS OF THE SEVERAL STATES:

Gentlemen: You are doubtless aware that the United States Cen-
tennial Commission has been organized, in obedience to the National
will, as declared in acts of Congress, for the purpose of rendering the
Celebration of the One Hundredth Anniversary of American Inde-
pendence, which is to be held at Philadelphia, in 1876, a celebration
that will live in history, as the grandest and most sublime commemora-
tion the world has ever witnessed.

That this occasion might afford to every nation the fullest and most
comprehensive manifestation of what our Republic has achieved in
developing civilization, and extending its sway, Congress adopted a
plan by which all the products of the globe that minister to human
wants; all the results of industry; the choicest specimens of every art;
the triumphs of genius in every field of intellectual activity; whateve
indeed, affects the moral and physical condition of the race, are to be
brought together at the birth-place of the nation, in an International
Exhibition, wherein the system of arrangement and classification shall
be such as to afford a comparative view of each country’s share in the
movement of progress.

This plan was conceived, and will be carried out, in the highes
interests of philanthropy and peace. Unity and concord among our
own people, and between this and other nations, stand foremost among
the sentiments that inspired the project. To acknowledge the true
dignity of labor, to develop the best interests of capital, to represent in
this colossal compendium of civilization the fruits of the creative
power, both of the hand and of the brain, are some of the grounds
upon which this National movement appeals to the patriotism of our
countrymen, for a support that shall make its success triumphant and
complete. Such support we confidently look for at your hands.
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A celebration, the great object of which is ?0 p-romote the Ns?tllclma.l
glory, and to prove the beneficence of the institutions under ;vhw v;lre
live, should receive peculiar sympathy and supp(?rt from those who
have been selected to act as the official representau.ves’ o.f that system
of government, the success of which the “ Centenmal’. is to cglebratet.
Whether by the direct vote of the people, or by official a.p.pon?tmen
you hold representative positions, and consequently your obhg.atlons on
such occasions as the present are greater than .those of the.pnvate citi
zens, and your example must sensibly inﬂuenc.e the action of your
townsmen and neighbors. Hence we do not hesitate t({ ask your most
active aid in promoting an object so eminently deserving the zealous

- ion of every American. ‘
3 (%)Z:itsl;)lvania, ar?:i Philadelphia, her great Tnannfactm:ing m.etropcgis
have led the way in furnishing their propo.rtlon of capital “tlt}'l no be
generosity, through subscriptions by her citizens, and appropmatxonsh y
the State and city governments, which amount already to more t aﬁ
three times the quota of stock apportioned to. th.e State, and a:re st:1
increasing their contributions. The Commission NoOwW awaits t ;
response from . other quarters to this worthy exam.ple. : It feels assurf.
that with a correct understanding of the objects in view, every public

officer will feel it both a duty and a pleasure, by subscription and co-

operation, to exert himself to the utmost to hasten the sucf:ess (;‘f an
exposition that must prove 80 great a benefit to every section of our

common country.

JOS. R. HAWLEY, President.
LEWIS WALN SMITH, Secretary.
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