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Each year, tens of thousands of Iowa high school students enroll in community college credit coursework. Most jointly 
enrolled students enroll through Senior Year Plus programs such as Postsecondary Enrollment Options (PSEO) and 
concurrent enrollment. Other students enroll independently as tuition-paying students or enroll in courses delivered 
through contractual agreements that do not meet the definition of concurrent enrollment.

Fifteen community 
colleges experienced an 
increase in the number 
of credits taken by high 
school students.

Thirteen of 15 
community colleges 
experienced increased 
enrollments.

Average number of 
credit hours taken 
per student was 
8.5, increasing by 
more than 1.5 credit 
hours since AY04 

Enrollment increased 
from 47,262 students 
last year to 50,082 this 
year, a 6.0 percent 
increase.

The most common subject areas in which 
students jointly enrolled were English, social 
science and history, mathematics, health 
care sciences and manufacturing.

Of courses taken, 35.1 percent were classified 
as CTE (1.4% increase from AY21) and 64.9 
percent were classified as arts and sciences 
(1.4% decrease from AY21).
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JUST THE FACTS ON JOINT 
ENROLLMENT IN IOWA

Joint enrollment programs account for 
27.6 percent of total credit hours.

Among high school students, 97.1 
percent participated in joint enrollment 
courses delivered through a contractual 
agreement between a community 
college and school district. Tuition-paid 
courses accounted for the remaining 2.9 
percent of total joint enrollment.
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52.8% of participants in 
joint enrollment programs 
were female compared to 
56.2% for total credit 
student enrollment.

H i g  h  s c h o o l  s t u  d  e  n t  s  
participating in joint enrollment 
programs equated to 42.6% 
of total community college 
enrollment. 42.7% of joint 
enrollment participants were 
high school seniors, and 35.4% 
were juniors.

 

Demographics

42.6% 
of total community 
college enrollment 

are high school 
students

52.8% 
are female

17.8%
are racial or ethnic 

minorities

17.8% of participants in 
joint enrollment programs  
reported a racial or ethnic 
minority background 
compared to 24.3% 
of total credit student 
enrollment.

97.1%
contractual 

2.9%
tuition-paid 

Jointly enrolled students earned 580 as-
sociate degrees, 283 diplomas 
and 941 certificates simultaneously 
with their high school diplomas, an 
increase of 60.7 percent from AY21.

Associate degrees 580

Diplomas 283

Certificates 941




