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PROGRESS REPORT OF IOWA STATE PLANNING BOARD PROJECTS 

MARCH 16-31, 1936 

In this report the progress of the Planning Board projects during the lat
ter half of March is described, with figures on the numbers of workers employed, 
brief statements as to the nature and l ocation of the work, the status of pro
jects which are not yet in operation, and other pertinent information . 

A brief summary is given at the end of the report. 

Business and Industrx, 
Project No. 00-85-477 

Nature of project: State-wi<;le tax survey to determine effects of proposed 
homestead tax exemptions. 

During the latter half of March this survey continued to operate in nearly 
all countiGs of the state. In four of the 87 counties included in the preceding 
report (Cherokee, Plymouth, Madison and Marion), work was temporarily suspended 
during part of the period. One new county, Lyon, was added to the list. In . 
10 counties in the upper half of the state the survey has not yet been started. 

Progress of the field work (copying tax data o.nd obtaining information on 
occupancy) and of the tabulation and analysis are shovm in the following table: 

No. of Counties Total Per Cent (Approximate)of 
Period in Which Work Comole ted. to End of Period 

Field War~< Was Field Work Tabulation Entire 
in Progress & Analvsis Profoct 

Dec. 16-31 19➔~ 1 0 1 

Jan. 1-15 48 20 0 10 
16-31 83 35 0 18 

Feb. 1-15 85 40 0 20 
16-29 83 54 0 27 

Mar . 1-15 87 62 0 31 
16-31 88 77 8 42 

➔~ Av. of 5 days I work per Co. , Dec. 16-31. 

The l ast row of f i gures, r epresent ing the µr egress a s of March 31, are 
broken down by count ies on t h1~ map on page 2. In each county, the fi gures show 
per cents completion; upper fi gure , f ield work; middle figur,~, tabulation and 
analysis; l ower figure, ent ire proj ect . For purposes of calculation, the field 
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~ counties where no 
figures are shown, work 
has rot been started. 

the figures in each county: 
Per Cent Completion of 

Field work - - - - - - - (Previous progress reports 
Tabulation and analysis only this figure) 
Entire projeet 

show 



-3--

work is taken t o represent 50 per cent of the total project, tabulation and 
ana.1::,,sis 50. Therefore the lovrnr figure i s equal to half the sum of the upper 
and middle .figures. In previous reports, only the upper figure (field work) 
was reported. 

The average numbers of workers during the period were: relief, 190; non
r e lief , 16; total; 206. 

Urban Zoning and Planning Studies , 
Projec t No. 00-85--3011 

Nature of Pro.iect_: City traffic surveys in 9 cn,ie s; land use surveys in 
7 cities. (Complete description given in report for Mar. 1-15.) 

During tho last half o.f March , t he t raffic surveys were continued in all 
the cities (9) previous.ly repor t ed. As a whole, these surveys were about 32 
per cent comple te on '.far. :51. The l and use s urvey s wer e continued in Muscatine 
and WGbst0r City and wore brought to appr oxi mately 90 and 45 per cent comple tion, 
r e spec t ively . These figures rt~pr!::: s ent 15 per cent of t he t ota l work in J.and use 
surveys pLmned for 7 cit i es . The entire project i s 24 pGr cen t compl ete . 

Moro de tailed data on the surveys are shown in t he t a ble on p. .{ . 

The average number of rel i ef workers emp l.oyed was 314, non-reli e f workers 
25, t ota l 339. The t otal f or t he preceding hr.t lf month was 330. The N.Y. A. 
Workers who assisted in t he surveys at 0 t tumw;.t , Ma r shall tovm , Da venport, and 
Sioux City a r e not included in these fj_guros . 

N. Y. A. Project~ 
SupplementarJ to 

Urban Zoninf; o.nd Planning Studies 

Nature of Projects : Assisting in \'! . P . A. traffic surveys carried on by 
Planning Boa r d a t 0t ~urmw and ifarsha.lltown and in simil a r city·-sponsored v:.P.A. 
surveys a t Davenport u.nd Sioux City. 

The f our N. Y. A. pro ,j ects her e r epr c,sented a r e sponsored by the Planning 
Boar d. The workers at Davenport and Sioux Ci ty a r e used on the city-sponsored 
zoning and pl anning studies ( t r affi c surveys, to date) v:hich ur e be ing given 
technical supervision by the Planning Board. 

The number of workers in each city is shown in t he followinl!, table: 



City 

District Ill 
Cedar Rapids 
Dubuque 
Webster City 

District #2 
Burlington 

Keokuk 
Clinton 

Ottumwa 

Muscatine 
Davenport 

Dis t r ic t #3 
Fort Dodge 

District tf4 
Marshalltown 

Des Moines 

Ames 

District IJ..5 
• Couti.eil :":,lu ~f. r ·, 

Traffic and L::nd Use Surveys 
Urban Zoning and Planning Studi; s 

Project 00-85-3011 

County 

Linn 
Dubuque 
Hamil t on 

Des Moine o 

Lee 
Cl inton 

v;apello 

Muscatine I 
Scott 

Websfor 

t,larohall 

Polk 

Story 

Pottawu.tt . ... . 
umie 

March 16-31, 1936 

Type 
of 

Survey 

Traffic 
Tro.ffic 
Land Use 

Land Use 
Traffic 
Traffic 
Lu.nd Use 
Tn:i.ffJc 
Land Use 
Traffic 
Land Use 
(Tabul a -
ti.ens 
only) 

Land Us t; 
Traffic 

Land Use 
Tra ff ic 
(Tabula-
·.,ions 
only) 
(Head-
quarters 
County) 

Trhff'ic 

Date 
Work 
Beirun 

Feb . 
Feb . 
Feb . 

3 
3 
4 

-----·---
Jan. 27 
Jan . .2 7 
-------
Feb . ?: v 
___ ,. _____ 
Feb . 3 
J·an. ry r-• ,. ( 

-.••- -----

Jan. 20 

·---------
J an . 15 
J:1n . 27 

Jan . 8 

Jan . 29 

Per Cent-ii
of Work 

Complet ed 
March .16-31 

35 
30 
45 

n 
V 

35 
35 

0 
35 
0 

:55 
90 

() 

0 

0 
,rn 
1r: V 

35 

Approximate per cent i 
c ompl r::J t ed to March ! Trnffic Survey 9 cities 
31, i ncludi n '!, f i e ld ! Land Use Survo;, 7 ci t iE 8 1 5 
work, t a bulations ,, j 
and apa l y se s Tqtal Pr ojec t , both sunteys 24 

32 

Tota l a verage number of per sons employed - - - - - - - .. -

Average No. 
of Employees 
March 16-31 

Relief Non-relief 

56 
58 

6 

24 
24 

25 

30 
11 

24 

30 
41 

1 

314 

1 
1 

1 

4 

17 

1 

25 

➔:- Not including tabulations e.nd anrr l yses, except ns i ndicated at Des Moines 
and Davenport . 
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N.Y. A. Pr o j e c ts (Cont . f r om p . 3 ) -

r Ci t y 

I Marsha ll town 

Ott umwa 

Da venport 

Siou.'C City 

Proj ect No. 

1668-Y:3 

1810-Yl 

1693-Y3 

1743-'!l 

Totals - - - -

l1.·trr.:n1i:-e Number 
ReJ;_.,..:.f\ ' .. 

Actual EquivJl-
I 

5 l. 7 

20 6.7 

15 5 . 0 

10 3.3 

50 16.7 

of Work8rs 
m,Y\ i.'. ,, J ; :, f' 

Ac t ual F,auiv/ 

5 2 . 3 

5 I 2.3 
i i 

Total relief a nd non- r e l ief: actual ------------ - - - - ---- 55 
equiva lent * - - ----- - - - - --- 19 

-:~Equiva l ent number i s one-third t he ac t ual, since a ll except 
1 non-rel ief supervisor work onl y 10 hours per week . 

Biological Survey 
Proi ect No. 00-85- 47~ 

I 

Nature of proj ect : Conservation of wEd l ife by improving lake s and 
streams, making game cover plantings , e s tabli shing mo.nagernent and nesting areas , 
etc. 

As s t ated in previous r cportB, tr1is proj ec t carried on 1 until in t he first 
half of IJ!arch , t he work of cutting holes thr ough t he i ce on our· northern l ake s 
and a era t i ng t he wa t er t o save the fi sh popul a:Lion . Wi t hout d oubt, t ens of 
t housands of f ish desirable f or ga;i e a nd f ood were kept f rom suffocation . Yet 
many f ish died , c s pe c :LaJ.J.y in s ome of t he f,hal l ow,.;; r lakes whi ch, unusually low 
because: of t he drought , were froz en nea:cl y or quite to t he bott om. These dead 
fish pollut e the wat er a nd a r e othen.ri se offensive. During t he le.s t half of 
March ~ome ,rnrk was done in Cerr o Gordo , Buena Vista and Di cki nson Counties, 
in helping collect G. nd bury t hene f ish; particularly on Clear Lake, i n Cerro 
Gordo County J where t he work Vff, s urgent. 

In Distr ic t 3, wher e operati ons wore most ex tensive , r elie f ~orker s wer e 
en6&god in fillin g and r i prappi ng lake banks , in s i gn pai nting , in d isposing of 
dea cl f ish, and in securing wi ll ov; cutt ings f'or pl a n t ing. Approxima tely 29 
men did b&nk fi l ling and r i prapping on the s outh shore of Silver Lake , near 
Ayrshire . The county ( Di ckinson) f urni shed t rucks f or transporta t ion and ma t er
i a l s for ripr a pping . Ir>. CJ.ay Count y , 7 men ,rnre empl oyed in sign painting. 
About 16 , 000 willov1 cuttings , t o be used in planti ng ga me areas a.nd dry lake 
bed s , wer e collE.i ct od a nd stored tt t Rut hvon and Gr a r-J ttineer , in Palo Alto County . 
In Emmut Count y v:ork \, i l l be s t a r t ed s oon aftor April 1 on Eas t S11.an, Birge , 
Grns s a nd Ryan L2.k r1s , c. :::ve l opi n6 t hem for upl a nd game . 
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In District 1, the work consisted of lake bank improvements and collecting 
aqua tic i)l ants, besides the disposing of dead fish at Clear Lake, already men
t ioned. The bank improvements were at Crystal Lake in Hancock County, where s lo
ping, planting and rii:,rnpping werG done • . In \'fr ight County 10 men worked on Big 
v;all .L:tke , collecting aquatic plants such· u s giant bulrushes; round bulrushef.l 
and ca ttails. These are transported to Iowa's new artificial lakes by the c·.c.c. 
Camp workers, where they arc used t o hasten plant growths which would require 
many years if l eft to unaided natural development. 

The following table sutrunarizes the work .'.:'or the h~1lf-month per iod: 

Biological Survey 

-
I District 

Nat11rt~ of Work I and. La ke 
Qounty _ ' .. 

1 
Distric t 1 I Collec ting and burying Cerro Gordo Clear 

dead fish 
Bank sloping , planting Hancock Crystalj 

and riprapping 
Collecting aquatic Wright Bi g WG.1 

plants for pla.nting at I 
arti2icial lakes 

Distric t 3 

Collecting and burying Buena 17. .J.. 
~J .. S 1,a ( variom) 

dead fish Dickinson ( variou~) 
Sign painting Clay ---·--·-
Bu.nk filling and rip- Palo Alto Silver 

r apping 
Collecting willow cut- II " -·----~---

tings 

(Development for up- Emmet Birge I 
land game areaa to begin Grass 
soon after Apr iJ. 1.) Ryan 

j 

Tot.al No. Works rs ------

Jmal vsis of Far m St:: ti sties, 
Project No . 00-77-2875 

No . of Workers 
Relief Non-relief 

Sun0rvisors 

10 ' l 8 

r 1 

7 ) 

' 

4 
.... 

8 
7 

1 
2,9 

J 

73 2 

lfa.t ure of Pro,iect: Studie3 based on available fan'.1 stntistics, involving 
the distribution of percentF.:.ge s of fa.rm land i n variout; uoes , trends in acreage 
and yields of the maj 01· crops l' and tne eff13cts of variu:,,s leasing systems on 
farm pr ac tices and on t~1e di stribution of income and expense. ( 'l.'heso studi es are 
fully described in the progress r eport for Feb . 16--29.) 
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Little headway has been mnde in this project to Mar: 31, due principally t9 
the temporary necessity of limiting the work to Story County. Saine further work 
in tabulating of data on the uses of farm land, from township assessors' reports, 
was done, partly for the purpose of testing the tabulation methods. The analysis 
of tenant farm r ecords is well under way. The work has been carried on by 3 re
lief workers. 

When the principal tabulating office can be established in Des Moines, the 
progress of the studies will be much more rapid. 

Lake and Stream Imorovement, 
Project No. 00-85-484 

Nature of pro.i ect: Surveying sta te-ovmed dry lake beds, establishing bound
aries, and developlng the beds as game refuge and nesting arec.s. The project as 
originally planned also included lake soundings and boring:-:; and the planning and 
supervising of improvements on lakes and streams. (For a fuller description, see 
the report for Mar. 1-15.) 

This project wc:.s bogun in Clay County th0 early part of the month, with sur
veys on Mud Lake and Pickerel Lake. The shore line of Pic}:erel Lake wus surveyed 
and staked out. Mud Lake is a state-owned dry lake bed that ia to be developed this 
spring by the State ConsHrvation Commission and the Vi orks Progress Administration 
as a nesting and producing area for upland gar.ie. As a preliminary to this work, 
it was necessary to survey the are/':. 11nd establisn boundary lines, since all the 
surrounding land i s pri vatoly owned. The work, du.ring Mar. 16- 31, employed 7 re-
lief laborers <ind 1 non-relief work.er, with 1 non-relief man connected with the 
project "Biologic2.l Survey". When the survey of Mud Lake is complete, the party 
will move to Dickinson Count y to survey and establish the boundary lines on Jeffer
son Slough and to f inish some incomplete surveys on Hottes and Mfi.rble Lakes. 

Approved Projects, Not Yet Operative 

Five projects approved by ~.P.A. are not yet in operation. The st~tus of 
each is as follows: 

Transportation, 
Proj ect No. 00-00-2967 

Initiation of the surveys and studios included in this project again has boen 
une.voidably delayed. Wor·k is not expected to begin before May 1. 

Recreation and Historic, 
Proj ect No. 00- 85-483 

It was expected that 11 v,ood-workiw; shop would be, ectablished in Dubuque 
during th8 last half of ViG.r ch , to construct markers for recreational and historic 
sites. It was necessary ~o delay this until a little l ater. 
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This work is a minor part of the project, which iricludes the preparation of 
topographic survey maps, plans and details for recreational areas; a survey of 
f actors influencing t he location of such areas; the layout, design and marking 
of historic and archaeological sites ; supervision of construction of parks; ex-
cava tion and study of archaeological sites; and t he est r...blishment of county his
t orical societies and promotion of historical educational programs • 

. Public Service , 
Project No. 00-85-482 

Nature of project: State-wide survey to obtain data to be used ih revising 
or checking township base maps showing roads, electric Jines , farmsteads, etc.; 
completion of tabula tion and analysis of data previously obtained on gas, water 
and electric service, 

Allotments from the . s tat e W.P.A. were r eceived for Districts 4 and 5, oh 
March 26 and 50, respectively. Work will beg:Ln the first week in April in 8 
counties in District 4 and 5 count i es in District 5. 

This project has had to wait for good weather and good roads, since it in
volves open-coun t ry enumeration and since Iowans , in common with ci t izens of other 
states , travel. both paved and unpaved road s . 

The surveys and studies which make up this proj ect will be described in the 
progress report for April 1-15. 

Highv!ay Traffic Accident Survey, 
Proj ect No. 00-00-3117 

This survey is sponsored jointly by the Iowa Motor Vehicle Department and 
the Planning Board. It is expected that work will b0gin in April. 

Popula tion and Social Trends 
Pr;jGct No. 00-85-478 

It is hoped that authorization to begin this proj ect will be received about 
April 1, so that work can be star ted soon after that date. 

Proj ects on Which Approval is Pending 

Washington approval of the proj ects "Public Education" and "Survey of Pub
lic Health Resources" had not been rec eived up to March Bl. 

Projects Under Technical Guidance of Plnnning Board 

The traffic surveys being carried on under the W. P.A. urban planning pro
jects sponsored by Sioux City and Davenport continued t hroughout the latter hulf 
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of March, under guidance of the supervis ors of the Planning Board survey,"lJrban 
Zoning and Planning Studies". Per cents completion and numbers of employees 
were as follows: 

City Planning Surveys and Studies, 
Project No. 2-82-1001 

(Sponsor, city of Davenport) 

Traffic Survey. P(~r cent completion Ma rch 51, 20 (approximately). 

Number of employees: 

30 W.P.A. and 15 N.Y.A. relief workers 
2 11 11 1 11 non-relief supervisors. 

Total, t18 

Ci t y Planning Surveys and. Studies, 
Pr9j cct No. 3-97-956 

(Sponsor, city of Sioux City) 

Traffic survey. Per cent completion Mar. 31, 15 ( t~pproximat ely). 

Number of employees: 

30 W.P.A. and 10 N.Y.A. relief workers. 
1 non-relief supervisor. 

Total, 4:1. 

Federal Vfri ters' Pro.i ect 

While the Planning Board is coopc~ra ting in this work, it was comparatively 
inactive during tho half-month period ending fvfar. 31. 

In the next report a definite account of the progr ess of this work wilJ. 
be given. 

Summary 

During t he latter half of March, the Iowa State Planning Board conducted 
five proj ects under the Works Progress Administration and four under the Nation
al Youth Administration. Of the f ive Vi.P.A. proj ects, three are statistical sur
veys &nd studies ., two ar c dor;igned essentially to aid in wild life conservation. 
The N. Y~A. proj ects ar!3 much smaller and ar e se t up to furnish additional work
ers on the other sm~veys. 

The tota l number i10f worker::; wen, approximately as follows: 
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C 

A veral!e No. of' Workers EtnoJ.o:ved 
Pro.iect Relief Non-relief Total 

Business and Industry 190 16 206 

Urban Zoning and Planning Studi1 9 514 25 539 

4 N. Y. A. Projects 17-l~ 2·)~ 194~ 

Biological Survey 7'6 2 75 

Ano.lysis of Farm Statistics 5 1 4 

Lake and Stream Improvement 7 1 8 

To tri.ls 604 47 651 

·*Equivalent number of full-ti.me workers. 

It is expected tha.t two new proj ects, 11 Public Service" and "Population and 
Socio.l Trends", v!i l l be begun the fir st v,eek in April. Three others are approved 
and wiJ.l be begun later. 

Final approval of f .P.A. is pending on two surveys, "Public Educationn and 
"Survey of Public Health Resources". 

Technical supervision wa s given two cit y planning surveys, at Sioux City 
and Davenport. 

On the whole, the v;ork of t,h e various proj ects progressed very satisfo.ctor
ily during the half month. A great deal v;as accomplished and employment was 
furnished to a large number of relief and non-relief workers. 

. . 

George E Davis, 
Statisti.!al Coordinator. 
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